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THE GRIGIN AND GROWTH OF NEWFOUNDLAND METHODISH
1765 -~ 1855

ABSTRACT

FPew people realize the importance and full effects
of the lMethodist movement which began in the mid-eighteenth
century. It is true that it gave rise to a new religious
denomination but it was much more than that. It meant new
hopes and new values as well as moral and spiritual buoyancy
for its many followers. Nowhere was there a greater need for
this than on the island of uewfoundland.

Methodism was brought to the new world in the 1760's
by a group of Irish immigrents who settled in Eastern
North America. It was introduced in Newfoundland in 1765
by Lawrence Coughlan, who established the movement in
Conception Bay. Although there was a dearth of religion
in the island, the movement made very little hezadway at
first. In addition to facing serious economic problems
and the opposition of the Church of Englénd, fewfoundland
Methodism lacked the guidance and assistance of either the
British or American Connexions during its early years. It
was not until 1815 that the Newfoundland mission showed
signs of organization and independence. However, with the
formation of the Newfoundland District in 1815, and a genéral
improvement in the island's economy, the movement became more
progressive. It soon developed the missionary spirit of

English Methodism and began to extend its religious services




to all isolated areas. By 1845 Methodism had been extended

to the main inhabited areas of the island and had been making

a substantial contribution toward the improvement of the
island's social and moral structure. In spite of the financial
difficulties that beset the movement, the Methodists succeeded

- in establishing an educational system that became an effective
weapon against illiteracy in the island, Although the lethodists
continued to extend their services to the inhabitants, they

were continually under the care and support of the Missionary
Society in England. This was a relationship that the Newfoundland
Methodists tried désperately to retain. However, the parent
society was not in a position to continue to finance the
Newfoundland mission, and in 1855 it insisted that the

mission become a part of the new Connexion of Eastern

British America. This was Newfoundland's first permanent

link with the mainland of North America, and subsequent events
have shown that it was the begimning of a new era for

Hewfoundland Methodisn.




PREFACE

The United Church of Canada is today the third largest
religious denomination in Newfoundland. Prior +to church
union in 1925 this position was held by the Methodist
Church of Canada, which in Newfoundland was the largest
single denomination to enter union. The effect that Methodism
has had on the social and political life of the island is
ample justification for a detailed study of its development.
The Methodist movement played no small part in moulding
the early settlers into a law-abiding, God-fearing people.

The present study has been underiaken for the purpose of
tracing the development of this movement chronologically
from its begimning and of evaluwating its efforts to raise
the moral and social standards of the inhabitants. Although,
the work of the Newfoundland Methodists has often been
referred to, no history of the movement has hitherto been
written.,

This thesis covers the period 1765 to 1855. These are
logical dates with which to begin and end since in 1765
Methodism was first introduced to the island and in 1855
the Newfoundland Methodists became part of the newly formed
Methodist Church of Eastern British America. In the preparation
of this work the records of the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary
Society have been the main source of material. The original
records are located in London but microfilm copies are available
at the Victoria University Archives in Toronto and the

Newfoundland Archives in St. John's. The collection of minute
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books, ledsers, diaries and similar documents in the United
Church Archives in St. John's has been very valuable, although
it is incomplete for the period under consideration.

I wish to express my appreciation to the Canada Council
for awarding a pre-master's grant, which enabled me to carry
out my research. I an greatly indebted to the staff at the
Dominion Public Archives, Ottawa;‘Victoria University
Archives, Toronto; Nova Scotia Archives, Halifax; Newfoundland
Archives and the United Church Archives in St. dJohn's, I
would like to thank also the Librgrians and staff at Mount
Allison Uﬁiversity, at the Memorial University of Newfoundland,
and at the Gosling Memorial Library in St. John's, who have
always been ready to assist me in my research. Mr. H.N. Burt,
formerly United Church Archivest for Newfoundland, readily
' mede available to me both the material in the Archives and
his own invaluable collection of books and pamphlets on early
Methodism. &is keen interest in, and extensive knowledge of
this work has been a guide to me. I am grateful also for the
constructive criticism and helpful suggeétions of Dr. G.O.
Rothney and Dr. G.M. Schwarz, under whose supervision much of

this thesis was prepared.

Jacob Parsons

’y

Memorial Unifersity of Newfoundland
March 15, 1964




ABREVIATIONS
Ce O. = Records in the Colonial Office series, Public
Record Office, London,England.
W.M.1ie3. = Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society

S.P.G.F.P. - Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in

Foreign Parts




CHAPTER I
NEWFOUNDLAND -~ EARLY METHODIST MISSION FIELD

Although Wesleyah Methodism was not meant to have
sectarian tendencies, it very rapidly became a distinet and
forceful movement in England. The movement begun by John and
Charles Wesley was designed to revitalize the Established Church
from within. It was only after the course of events forced
them outside the confines of the church that the movement
becanme independental The holding of the first cqnference of
clergy and lay-preachers in 1744 gave Methodism its initial
start as a separate religious movement. The rapid spread of
Methodism throughout the British Isles can be explained by the
missionéry spirit that pervaded the movement. The oft-quoted
phrase of John Wesley, "The world is my parish", indicates the
unlimitedness of his work and his burning desife to bring
salvation to all people. Moreover, his theory that society
could only be improved by improving the individual gave him g
driving desire to do for England what revolutions had done for
ofher countries.?

Wesley's desire to bring 'salvation' to the masses led him
and his followers on preaching tours throughout the British Isles.
During these preaching tours Wesley was most impressed with the
Irish. On his visit to Ireland in 1752 he found the people in

a "more teachable spirit than in most parts of England®.>

1. WESLEY, J., A Short History of the People called
Methodists. (London, no date), pp. % - 10 |

2. LDWARDS, Maldyn., John VWesley and the Eighteenth
Century. {London, 1955, revised edition) pp. 146 - 164

5. LECKY, W.E.H., A History of England in the Eighteenth
Century. (London, 1921), vol. 3, p. 11




The frequent references to the Irish in his Journal indicate
the genuine interest that Wesley had in these people. They
appear to have been very susceptible to his preaching although
the Methodist societies there showed much instahility.4
Methodism spread rapidly in Ireland in spite of .persecution
and riots:, and before the end of the eighteenth century the
Irish movement could supply its own itinerants.? The most
important segment of the Irish following was a group of people,
South of Limerick, often referred to as the"Palatines'. These
were German Protestants who had come from the Palatinate in
South-West Germany in the early part of the eighteenth century.6
Wesley's preaching had awakened them from their religious
lethargy and they became firm believers in the Methodist
doctrine. |

The spread of Wesleyan Methodism to Newfoundland and the
mainland of North America éame as a result of economic and
social conditions in Europe, rather than as a conscious attempt
to promote a new religious denomination. While Wesley was
propounding the doctrine of 'salvation by faith', trade between
England and the New World waé increasing. The Newfoundland
fishing fleet sailed from South-West England each spring and
returned each autumn. Trading ships plying between England and
the North American colonies formed a iink betﬁeen the two

continents. The location of Southern Ireland made it a stepping

4. Idem.

5. TOWNSEND, W.J. A New History of Methodism. (London,
1909), vol. 2, pp. 10 = 1T
6. FINDDAY, G.G. and HOLDSWORTH, W.W. The Wesleyan
Methodist Missionary Society. (London, 1921), vol. 1, p. 206.




stone on these trade routes, directly in the flow of east-west
traffic. The economic and social conditions of the Irish
during this period and the availability of transportation
encouréged the flow of immigrants to America. The presence
of west-bound ships in Irish ports seeking supplies and cheap
labour provided the Irish with ready transportation. Among
those who took advantage of these conditions were the German
Protesténts, or 'Palatines' of South Limerick. A group of these
came to America in 1760, follbwed by a second group in 1765.
Methodism appeared in the New World almost simultaneously
in three places. On the cpntihent both Maryland and New York
have laid claim to being the first Methodist Mission ground in
America. Newfoundland also can -justifisbly claim this distinction.”
The nucleus of American Methodism was formed by the band of
'Palatines' who landed in New York in 1760.8 Among those was
Philip Embury, a carpenter by trade, who had been converted to
Methodism in 1752.9 *But IEmbury did not continue his religious
activities in the New World for some time after his arrival.
It was not until a second group came in 1765 thaf Barbara Heck,
finding some of the colonists playing cardé, reproached Embury
and implored him to preach tovthem.. In October 1766 Embury

preached the first Methodist sermon to a small congregation of

7. Ibid., p. 259.

8., TOWSEND, W.J.. op. cit., vol. 2, p. 36. *

9, STEVENS, Abel (L_;L D). The H:Lstory of the Methodist
Episcopal Church in the United States of America. New York,
1867), vol. 7, p. 206.




‘ friends.lo Captain Thomas Webb, a British soldier stationed
in Boston, joined forces with Embury and by 1768 Methodist
societies were formed in New York and Philadelphia. In the
game yéar 2 new church, called Wesley Chapel, was erected to
replace the o0ld rigging loft that Embury first used as a place
of worship.11

Unable to direct the growing ﬁovement, Embury sought help
from John Wesley who made the following reference to the work
in his diary: "On Thursdzy I mentioned the case of our brothers
in New York, who have built the first Methodist preaching house
in America and who are in great want of money".12 The arrival
of two English preachers in 1769 officially brought the American
- movement under Wesley's influence and made it an extension of the
British Connexion. The work begun by Embury in 1766 remained
under the direction of the British Connexion untii after the
American War of Independence in 1783,' In the following year
Dr. Coke, acting under Wesley's instructions convened a conference
of American preachers at Ealtimore and formed the Methodist
Episcopal Church of America.

- Among the Irish immigrants who came to America in the 1760's
was Robert Strawbridge. He was converted to Methodism in Ireland
about the same time as Embury and on his arrival in America
settled in Maryland. Dr. Abel Stevens, quoting from a Mr,

Shillington, whom he regards as an.authority on Methodist history

10. WAKLEY, J.B. (D.D.) Lost Chapters recovered from earl
American Methodism. ' (New York, 1889), Ghapter 17.
11. [IFINDLAY and HOLDSWORTH, op. cit. p. 208,

- 12, WESLEY, JOHll., Journal of John Wesley. Abridged and
Edited by Nora Rateliff M.ZE, (London, 1940), p. 347.




in America, gives his dates as, "not earlier than 1764 and
not later than 1765".13 J.B. Wakley, who made a study of the
question, presents a statement from a person who claims that
his father embraced Methodism under Strawbridge in 1764.14
It appears that Strawbridge came to America in 1760 but did
not begin preaching until 1764.15

The important thing to note here is the fact that the
Strawbridge movement was cmnp&ﬁely independent. Whereas Embury
_sought help and guidance from Wesley, Strawbridge assumed the
role of an ordained minister and proceeded without any connexional
organization. Since this procedure was entirely contrary to
Wesley's ecclesiastical policy, the Strawbridge movement was
not Wesleyan lMethodism. In fact the northern Methodist
Missionaries had to repress the Strawbridge ideas and bring
the movement under the same Methodist rules and conditions that
governed the societies in New England.lG. Wesleyan Methodism
on the continent of North America began with Embury in 1766.
It was only after years o: negotations that the Strawbridge
movement was brought in line with Methodist policy and united

with the movement of Embury.17

13. STEVENS, Abel, op. cit., vol. 1, p. 71 =72 (footnote).

14-. WAIG:IEY’ J.Bl: 0 * _C__ij_]_._, Pp. 158 - 1590 .

15, "METHODISM". E%E&Q;Qpedia Britannica, Twelfth edition,
(Chicago, 1957), vol. 15, pp. 350.

16. TFRENCH, GOLDWIN, Wesleyan Methodism in Upper Canada
and the Maritime Provinces. The Heroic age 1780 - 1855. Ph.D. -
thesis, unpublished University of Toronto, April 14, 1958. p.8.

17. FINDLAY and HOLDSWORTH, op. cit., vol. 1, pp. 236 - 242




Wesleyan Methodist services had been conducted in

Mewfoundland a year béfore Embury's preaching in October 1766.
The arrival of Lawrence Coughlan in Newfoundland in 1765 does
not appear to have been'related to, or influenced by the
beginning of Methodism on the continent. Although Coughlan
had been nore closely linked with Methodism in England and had
begun the movement here before Embury had on the continent, the
most significant factor in the growth of Newfoundland Methodism

is the conditions and environment in which it was cradled.

The anti-colonigl policy of Great Britain in dezling with
Newfoundland had succeeded in giving the island a unique
appearance, socially and politically. The islapd's only importance
lay in the wealth of its fishery and the use of that industry
as a valuable training ground for British seamen.18 As_far as
the British Government was concerned Newfoundland existed only
for the five or six months of the fishing season. The Western
Charter of 1634 with its subsequent renewals and the 'Act of
King William' of 1699 were enacted solely to regulate the British
fishery in Newfoundland. These .not only discouraged setflement
but reflected a determination to keep the island uninhabited
and at the disposal of the merchants of South-West England19
The supremacy of the British ship fishery and the preventing
of settlement continued to be the basic principles of British

policy toward Newfoundland until 1824. Although the harsh rule

18. DMCLINTOCK, A.H. The establishment of Constitutional

Govirnmgnt in Newfoundland 1713 - 1832 (Toronto, 1941)
b. -
190 Ibido, p. 5 "'6




of the Fishing Admirals gradually weakened and some vestige of
civil government appeared, there was no change in the attitude
toward settlers. There was not even recognition much less.
protection for the winter inhabitants. By 1764 the permanent
settlers in the island totalled 15,981.2° To avoid interference
with the British ship fishery and the risk of being detected by
the naval authorities these were forced to live in isolated coves
and harbours scattered along the coastline. Although this
isolation meant protection in summer, it became a significant
factor in the degeneragtion and complacency of the settlers.21
The anti-settlement laws prohibiting land grants and the erection
of permanent buildings caused the settlers to live in uncertainty
and perpetual fear of being driven from their crude shelters.
Unable to cultivate the soil or engage in any activity except
fishing, the settlers spent most of the year in idleness, misery
and poverty. The following excerpts suggest the vice and
debauchery that existed in the eighteenth century.

They [@he inhabitants| were perfect savages,

strangers to all good order, government and

religion, averse to and unfit for labour.... it

was a common thing for men and women to live

together without marriage and to change partners

at pleasure, and the problems were notf lessened

when common fishermsg took it upon themselves to

bapitize and merry. :

The moral tone of the colony was adversely

affected by the large consumption of rum and

other liquors. A harsh environment forced

inhabitants to become igenious, self-reliant
and industrious. A livelihood and basic

20. G€.0. 194/21. As statement of the Newfoundland Fishery
in the following years taken from Returns of Admirals who
commanded the stationm.

' 21. MCLINTOCK. op. cit., p. 14.

22. KERR, W.B. "ewfoumdland in the period before the
Ameg%can Revolution". The Pennsylvania Magazine. January 1941,
P . )

k|



necessities for life itself were the more immediate

concerns of islanders. Medical care, education and

spiritual welfare were imggrtant only after problems
of survival had been met.

These deplorable social and economic conditions were
encouraged by local merchants, Their main’concern was to
become rich as quickly as poésible. Rather than attempt to
improve conditions it was in their interests to maintain the
status quo. The operation of the credit or truck system left
the settlers completely at the mercy of the merchants. Each
spring they would advance food and supplies to the fishermen
and in the autumn take the complete voyage of fish to pay for
the goods advanced the previous spring. Food for the winter
would then be given to the fishermen on the strength of the
next year's catch. Since the merchant was free to charge high
prices for the goods supplied and to give low prices for fish
and oil, the fisherman was rarely out of debt. The merchant
"became the overlord of the struggling society exercising an
unrestrained and tyrannical power"..."in every outport or
distant harbour and wherever settlement existed at all, he or
his agent dominated a primitive and almost mediaeval society".24
In 1799 Governor Waldegrave complained about the power of the
merchants and held them responsible for fhe plight of the
fishermen. He described the fishermen as, "a set of wifortunate

beings working like slaves and even hazarding their lives, when

at the expiration of the term, however successful their exertions

-— — — -— e -

23. CHRISTENSEN, Ruth. "“The Establishment of S.P.G.
Mission in Newfoundland 1703 - 1783". The Historical Magazine
of the Protestant Episcopal Church. June 1951. p. 209.

- 24. MCLINTOCK, op, cit., p. 121




they find themselves not only without gain but as deeply indebted
as to force them to emigrate'or drive them to despa.ir“.25
It must be remembered that such deplorable conditions
were the result of unfortunate circumstances rather than the
depravity of the inhabitants. The laws restricting settlement
left them with no legal status. ‘Although civil governors
‘were appointed to the island in 1729, they brought no hope
for the settlers. On the contrary, most governors were hostile
to the settlers and on several occasions attempted to remove
them by force. Governor Palliser began renewed efforts-to rid
the island completely of its unwanted settlers. During his
four years as governof 1764 ~ 1768, the recorded population was
decreased by 68 percent.26 Lorad North, Prime Minster of Great
Britain 1770 - 1782 epitomized the British policy toward
_Newfoundland settlers when he said, "Whatever they loved to
have roasted he [Ehe governoi] was to give them'raw, and
whatever they loved to have raw he was to give them roasted".27
Such a policy was embodied in the Act of 1786 which was to
regulate Newfoundland trade during the first quarter of the
nineteenth century. In referring to the Act of 1786 William
Grenville admitted, "Newfoundland is in no respect a British
colony and is never so considered in our laws",28 Acting under
those instructipns the Governors were duty bound to oppose

anything that might improve the condition of the settlers. Nor

25. C.0, 194/23, AT71 Governor Waldegrave to Portland 1799.

26. LOUNSBURY,Ralph G. The British Fishery at Newfoundland.
(Few Haven, 1934), p. 331. .

27. MCLINTOCK, op. cit., p. 25.

28. Ibidc, Pe 24. ’
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could the inhabitants expect justice from the courts set up
in 1750 and 1791. These were instituted to maintain law and
order during the summer fishing season and to protect the
rights of the English fishermen. Although justices were appointed
for the whole year they were without support during the winter
ahd did not attempt to carry out their duties. Moreover, these
justices were usually merchanté "who did not hesitate to turn
the course of justice to their own ends, and who reigned
unchallenged as absolute despo-ts".29 It was under such conditions
that the governor and his surrogates returned home in late
summer leaving the inhabitants to protect thémselves in whatever
manner they chose. There were few attempts to improve these
conditions until 1825 when the British fishing interests had
gradually lost their hold on the Newfoundland trade. Sir Thomas
Cochrane, governor 1825 - 1834, gave the island its first real
civil administration. Boldly he began a road-building programme,
encouréged the cultivation of the soil and persuaded the British
Government to grant the island local government. Newfoundland
was finally recognized as a British colony and in 183%4 was given
its.first legislative assembly.l |

The earliest attempts to introduce social and religious
improvements to Newfoundland were very meagre. The effort
was s0 weak and the conditions so hostile that the results were
almost negligible for the greater part of the eighteenth century.
This work was undertaken and supported by the newly-formed

Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts.

29. JIbid., p. 59.
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The Society, organized in 1701, was designed to fulfil. the
three-fold purpose of maintaining "orthodox clergy" in the
overseas colonies, ensuring the propagation of Gospel in the
colonies and plantations, and financing its own work.30 The

first contact with Newfoundland was in 1703 when the Society

gave assistance to the only Minister of the Gospel in the

island —--- Mr. Jackson, who was chaplain tp the garrison at

St. John's.31 The S.P.G. missions became continuous in 1725

vwhen Rev. Henry Jones became the first resident minister at
Bonavista.’? Although the S.P.G. had begun their work in the
island they did not show any great desire to increase it.

When Lawrence Coughlan arrived in 1765; Jones was the only

other clergyman in the island. The isolation of the settlements
and extreme difficulty of travel minimiged the influence and
religious activity of the S.P.G. missionary. The demands

made on a missionary and the conditions under which he had

to work made success almost impossible. This is vividly expressed
by Dr. Spencer, Newfoundlend's first Anglican Bishop, as late

as 1842. .
He [the missionary] must have the strength of
constitution to support him under a climate as
rigorous as that of Ireland; a2 stomach insensible
to the attack of seasickness; pedestrian powers
beyond those of an Irish gosson; and an ability
to rest occasionally on a bed of a fisherman or
the hard board of a woodman's tilt. With these
physical capabilities he must combine a patient
temper, an energetic spirit, a facility to adapt

his discourse to the lowest grade of intellect,
a ready power of illustrating and explaining the

30. PASCOE, C.P., Two Hundred Years of S.P.G. (London, 1901),
VOJ.- l, po 70 ’ ) - '
31, Ibid., p. 88.
32, CHRISTENSEN, Ruth. op. cit., p. 215.
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leading doctrines of the Gospel and the church
to the earnest, though dull and ill-tempered
inquirer, snd a thorough preparation for
controversy with the Romanist together with the
discretion and charity which will induce him to
'live' ag far as may be possible, peaceably with
all men.->> : .

Such were the conditions and difficulties that faced the
missionaries in Newfoundland. In addition to these the
Methodists were confronted with other problems peculiar to
their own sect. Most of the island's inhabitants and summer
fishermen came from southern Ireland and the countries of
Devon, Dorset and Cornwall in South-West England.34 Since
these areas were not Methodist strongholds, the people had
either not met Methodism prior to their coming to Newfoundland,
or had come with a strong feeling against it. It is significant,
$00, that the Established Church enjoyed government recognition
and official support, something no other denomination could
expect. These difficulties coupled with the financial problems
which constantly faced the Methodist Missionaries made their
position an unenviable one. However, with the development of
the political and social structure,'ﬂethodism evolved as an

independent movement that played an important part in the

development of the colony.

33, Ibid., p. 207
34, FAY, C.R. Life and ILabour in Newfoundland. (Toronto,
1956), chapters 1 and 2. '
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CHAPTER IIX

THE NEWFOUNDLAND MISSION ESTABLISHED 1765 - 1785

Methodism in Newfoundland, as on the mainland of Nbrth
America, was begun by the Irish. The first forty years of the
Newfoundland movement was dominated almost entirely by Irish
leaders. Lawrence Coughlan, who introduced it to the island,
was converted by John Wesley's preaching and in 1755 was
accepted as an itinerant preacher, serving in the Irish and

1 Coughlan was an ardent and

iater in the English Connexion.
energetic itinerant who possessed remarkable ability as a
preacher. Wesley's reference to him in his Journal December
29, 1758, indicated his efficiency in holding together Methodist
societies.
I found the society at Colchester had decreased
since L - C - went away, and yet they had. had
full as good preachers; but that is not sufficient.
By repeated experiments we learn that though a man
preach like an angel, he will neither collect nor
preserve a Society which is collecﬁed, without
visiting them from house to house. .

Coughlan continued with the connexion until 1765, after
which his name no longer appears in the‘list of conference
appointments. The reasons for his break from the British
Connexion and his appearance in the isiand of Newfoundland
in 1765 are not definitely known. T.W. Smith supports the
theory that Coughlan and other preachers were ordained by a

Greek Bishop in 1764, but Charles Wesley did not agree with

1. PFINDLAY, G.G. and HOLDSWORTH. W.W. op. cit., vol. 1,
p. 259. . :

2. JOHN WESLEY. Journal of John Wesley. Ed. Ernest Rhy,
(London, 1906), vol.2, p. 435,
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the ordination and those receiving it were asked to renounce

the title and rights thus granted or leave the Connexion.>

Whatever the actual causes, Wesley's letter to Coughlan in

August 1768 clearly indicated that Coughlan had broken from

Wesley prior to his coming to New:foundland.4
Thére is no evidence to show that Coughlan had any

particular motive for his coming to Newfoundland. He may have

been influenced to sail westward by the emigration of contemporary

Irishmen. Unlike Embury, Strawbridge‘and Webb of New England,

Coughlan was not engaged in any trade or employment other than

his ministry. Unlike the Church of England missionaries in

Newfoundland at that time, Coughlan was not sent by any society

or humanitarian organization. In a later account of his work

in the island he writes: "Nor is it to be wondered, that so

much simpliecity should be seen in the following accounts,

seeing that, in this part of Newfoundland, they never had a

minister, until the providence  of God éent me there",? The

possibility of his being sent by John Wesley is also discounted

in.é letter from Wesley to Coughlan in which he statess "By a

various train of providences you have been led to the very place

where God intended you to be, and you have every réason to

praise him that, he has not suffered your labour there to be

3. ©SMITH, T.W. History of Methodist Church in the
Gonfzzencehpf Bastern British America. (Halifax, 18717), vol.l,
pp. - 45, '

4. JOHN WESLEY, op. cit., vol. 3, pp. 346 =348.

. 5. COUGHLAN, L. An Account of the Work of God in
Newfoundland North America. (Londom, 1776)s De L3e
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in vain".6
At the time of Coughlan's arrival the number of inhsbitants

in Newfoundland was just over 15,000, of which 9976 were adult
males.7 Among this group Coughlan found that the Christian |
religion was almost non exis,te.nt.8 Although the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel in Poreign Parts (S.P.G.) had
supported missions in the island since the early part of the
eighteenth century, missionary activity was not extensive., Iwo
missionaries, 200 miles aparf, could hardly have been effective
‘among o ypeople who "live as mere savages without religioﬁ,
without marrying or christening their children... who spend
the Lord's Day in idleness and debaucﬁery, every one living
_as he likes."9 The apparent inability or complacency of the
-S.P.G. missionaries in such a situation prompted Coughlan to
wiite of them:

Those who are called Ministers, but are not sent

of God ... if they have their salary and their

income answers their expectations all is well

with them, they desire no further proof of their

being sent from God, but this will not content

a true evangelical minister.l0
Coughlan, therefore, did not regard himself as a missionary
of the Chufch of England; and his Methodist preaching, coupled
with his religious beliefs, were soon to have an effect on
.his hearers.

Coughlan was the only missionary in the Conception Bay

area at the time. He established himself at Harbour Grace, a

6. WESLEY, JOHN. Works of Rev. John Wesley A.M. Fifth
edition. (London, 1860), p.340. '
7. ©€.0., 194/16 Palliser to the Admirality 1765.
8. TOWNSEND, W.J. A New History of Methodism. (London, 1909),
vol. 2, p. 206. - .
"9, C.0. 194/17 Palliser's Remarks on Instructions 1764.
10, COUGHLAN, L. op. cit., p. 8.
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busy fishing settlement in Conception Bay, frequented by
fishermen from England, Ireland and the Channel Islands.
Palliser's reports for 1764 and 1767 show that the Conception
Bay region of Harbour Grace, Carbonear and Bay-de-Verde was
the most densely populated area of the island. M In spite of -
adverse social conditions, Coughlan began his work in true
Methodist fashion of going from house to house four.times
each week, reading and eprunding the scriptures.lz Al though -
it was three years before he had any appfeciable following,
he soon organized his followers into classes. .
Coughlan began his missionary work completely independent
of any organization but the unstable financial conditions of
the island soon changed the situation. One year before
Coughlan's arrival the people of Harbour Grace had started
to build a church and indicated that they were willing to
support a minister.t? Whether Coughlan's appearance in such
propitious circumstances was coincidental or the result of his
knowledge of the situation is uncertain. The church was
compieted during the first year of Coughlan's ministry and the
péople agreed to retain him as their resident minister and to
provide hiﬁ with . a salary sufficient for his support.14, However,
a poor fishing season prevented the people from contributing

- to his support and to ensure a salary for their clergyman,

Ladond D g ey o Sy P e o s St vt s Gt Sy e M e S A YD G Secs PN E G G

11. ¢C.0. 194/16 Palliser's Report to Colonial Office 1764.
o 194/18 Palliser's Report t6 Colonial Office 1767.
12. COUGHLAN, L. op. cit., p. 9. . '
13. TLANGMAN to s.'f?‘c‘;'.“‘s'éérgtary, St. John's, Nov. 6, 1764.
Transcripts of Letters to S.P.G., p. 94.
14, 1Ibid., Petition of the Inhabitants of Harbour Grace
1766, See Appendix A. 2 _
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help was sought from the Mother Country. The Methodist
liissionary Society had not yet been established and Wesley
did not support Methodist Societies or extensions beyond the
British Isles. Hence, the only source from which help could
be sought was the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel
in Poreign Parts. A petition, dated October 30, 1766, ﬁas
sent by the residents of Harbour Grace recommending Coughlan
as their minister and asking that he be given a stipend.15
Coughlan returned to England and presented the petitibn to
the General Meeting of the S.P.G. on December 19, 1766.16
The request of the people of Harbour Grace was granted by the
S.P.G., W.J. Townsend claims that Coughlan was ordained by the
Bishop of Lohdon at that time.l7 Consequently, Coughlan cane
under the auspicies of the Church of England, although he was
a Methodist at heart and continued to organize his followers
according to Methodist rules and doctrine.18

Coughlan attained his greatest success after his return
from England in autumn of 1767. His evangelical preaching in
the Irish tongue attracted large numbers of hearers and meny
accepted his doctrine. Such religious enthusiasm, unique in
the island, could not be confined to Harbour Grace and reports
soon spread throughout Conception Bay that, "the peqple of

Harbour Grace and Carbonear are going mad.“19 Peopie came

15. Idem.

16. Minutes of General Meeting of S.P.G., Dec. 19, 1766.
Proceedlnbs of the S.P. G at its General Meetlngs 1747 - 1835,
) r EN-.D, “’ Jo 0 .Olt., VOl 2 po 3

18. Tetter from Coughlan to Wesley, Horbour Grace, Nov. 4,
1772.  Arminian Magazine, Sept. 1785, p. 490.

19. COUGHLAN, L. op. ecit., p. 16.
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fifteen and twenty miles to attend services at Harbour Grace
and invited Coughlan to conduct services in their settlements.2©
Thus Coughlan extended his labours to places as far north as
Blackhead, eighteen miles by water from Carbonear. New chapels
were erected at Carbonear and Blackhead in 1768. Regular
services were -held in these places, conducted either by Coughlan
or by lay readers whom he selected and supplied with sermons
to read.21
By 1770 Coughlan had met wvith a storm of opposition which
came from two sources. The first and least serious came from
those vho recognized him as an evangelical and who opposed both
his doctrine and method of preaching.2® Many of the inhabitants
and transients came from the south west of England where Wesylan
Methodism had not received much support. On one occasion
Coughlan was openly confronted in one of his services by a man
who protestedtthat "he was for the Church; and that he was sure
the clergy in England did not.preach up that people must go
to Hell except they be boru again".23 Coughlan's theology of
repentence and of 'being born again' was not in accordance with
the doctrine of Ghurch'of England Clergy in England. The other
source of opposition came from the merchants and traders who
notified Coughlan that if he did not change his way of predching
they would withdraw their subscriptions for his support.

Coughlan relates "gince they could not stop me from preaching

20, Idem.
21. EOUGHLAN,IL. op._cit., p. 19.
22, Ibid., ». 10, .

23, lbid., p. 2Z.
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24
they were determined to starve me". When this had no eifect
on Coughlan they sent a series of petitions to Governor Byron
accusing Coughlan of refusing to perform his duties as a
Church of England clergyman and asking to have him remove.d.25
The merchants opposed Coughlan because he attempted to prevent
them from carrying on their business on Suhday. Coughlan's
attempt to enforce the observance of the Sabbath and to
increase church membership were justifiable from his position
as minister of the Gospel and as a justice of the peace for
the region. 4
The opposition of the merchants appears to have hed little

effect on his work or position. He was arraigned before the
local magistrate but the following extract shows the failure
of attempts to remove him from either of his positioms.

It cannot be made to appear that the Rev. Mr.

Coughlan did absolutely refuse any person the

Holy Sacrament on account of not attending

private meetings. But he has signified it to many

that they should do it and in default of which

would be refused. This is acknowledged by Coughlan.

The accusation that Coughlan took away five pounds

(of a fine) from Power of which he swore falsely

that McCarthy sold liquor could not be proven.
The refusal of the inhabitants to contribute to Coughlan's
support was probably their most effective weapon. However,
since they had agreed to provide him with his salary they were

morally, if not legally, bound to support him. On July 18, 1770

24. Ibid., p. 14. '

25. ©SMITH, Warrick, An address on Rev. Lawrence Coughlan
March 20, 1924 from records of Harbour Grace Court House
(unpublished, Gosling Memorial Library) '

26, Idem.
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Governor Byron issued the following statement reminding
theim of their obligations:
Whereas I am informed that the Rev. Mr. Coughlan
is the minister so procured and residing amongst
you, and that, so far from your paying him cheerfully
the stipend aforesaid, great numbers of you have
refused to contribute towards it, insomuch thet he
is anmmually much in arrears to the disgrace of
religion and dishonour of yourselves: I do therefore
desire and commend you and every one of you as
aforesaid to pay him with what sums are in arrears,
end that you also comply with your said agreement
in paying him annually his salary of 100 pouyds,
everyone of you according to your abilities.
Failing to sfop Coughlén, his enemies "laid a scheme
to get the Doctor to give me a dose, which would put an end
to my existence", 28 However, the doctor revealed the scheme
to Coughlan and advised him to be 'upon my guard'.29
Unfavourable reports soon reached the Society for the
Propasation of the Gospel, and at the Ceneral Meeting of 1772
a complaint from Commodore Shuldham, Governor of the Islend,
waé presented. The complaint stated the "Mr. Lawrence Coughlan
had on two instances refused to baptize children of inhabitants,
and in other respects had given great offense to the gentlemen
settled in the parish whereupon fhe Commodore earnestly requested
that Mr. Coughlan be removed".>° ~‘The Society:, at the same
timg granted Coughlan's request to go to England but insisted
that he appear before the Secretary of the Society to answer
charges laid against him.31 Coughlan was either aware of,

or expected such charges for in a letter to John Wesley in

3327. PROVSE, W.D. A History of Newfoundland. (Iondon, 1896),
P 1. :

28, COUGHLAN, L. op. cit., p. 10.

29, Idem. .

30, HMinutes of S.P.G. General Meeting 1772, Proceedings
of the S.P,G. at its General Meetings, 1747 - 1835, vol. 18-19
TI305 , ‘

31. Idem.
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November of the same year he explained:

' Our married men meet apart once a week, and the
married women do the same. This has given great
ofifence so that repeated complaints have been
Made to the Governor... The Society (S.P.G} I make
gﬁigogbgémggzea?inﬁocggg%g&nts about me, but in

In spite of the accusations and opposition, Coughlan had

begun a great work in the island. In six years he had made
more religious and social improvements than all the previous
missionaries. Three churches had been built and were opened
regularly for worship. He had opened a day school and had
engaged a school master to carry on the work, D) By 1772
Coughlan reported a total of 200 communicants, whereas the
other missionaries had seldom reported over 25.34 The reports
and accusations of his critics show that Coughlan's zeal and
ability as a preacher were responsiﬁle for his success. In
his first correspondence to tﬁe S.P.G., he reported that a
large number of Irish papists came té hear him preach in their
native tongue and that many of them accepted his religion and
became ardent followers. His dynamic personality and his Irish
background gave Coughlan a decided advantage over the other
S.P.G. agents. The "warmth of hispreaching compared with the

- more ritualistic approach of most Anglicans"™, must have

35

attracted many to his services, Hig efficient 6rganization

32. Letter Coughlan to Vesley, Harbour Grace, Nov. 4, 1772.
Arminian Magazine, Sept. 1785, p.490.
' 33, See chapter VI, :

34. CHRISTENSEN, Ruth. "The Establishment of S.P.G.
Missions in Newfoundland 1703 — 1783"Y. Historical Magazine
of the Protestant Episcopal Church. June 1951, ». 224

35. CHRISTENSEN, Ruth. op. cit., p. 24.
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of class meetings and personal visitation secured the simple
fisherfolk to his doctrine. The class meeting and the

itinerancy of the Methodists gave them the advantage of close

contact with their followers. Walsh, in his book The Christian

Church in Canada. regards these as being most effective in

the advance and establishment of Methodism on the frontier of
Canada. It was these same personal contacts that aided Coughlan's
work in Newfoundland.

Coughlan's reports to the S.P.G. in the latter years of
his service indicate that the moral and religious conditions

36 The decrease in drunkeness and

of the colony had improved.
Sabbath breaking which he reported and the continual increase
of church members were no mean achievement in a land which was
earlier described as 'barbaric'. The constant increase of _
inhabitants and the many tfansients of summer fishery added h
to the problems of a missionary. In 1768 Coughlan reported to
the 5.P.G. 5620 people in Conception Bay.and in 1771 he reported
3449 English and 3348 Irish - a totel of 6792.°

The arduous struggle against irreligion ang'the hostility
of his enemies eventually had its effects on Coughlan's
physicai strengfh.38 The rigours of climate énd the almost
impoésibile conditions of travel reguired more of a missionary
here than in most countries. Then, too, ' his 'dreadful apprehensions'

of the sea, which was his main medium of travel, made his life

almost a martydom. In 1773 Coughlan resigned his missionary

36, COUGHLAN. to S.P.G. 1770. Extracts of S.P.G. Reports
1711 - 1729. (unpublished). .
37. COUGHLAW to S.P.G. Dec. 3, 1771l. Transcripts of original
letters to S.P.G. from North America 1702 — 1799. pp. 195 - 197.
38. Letter to Wesley Nov. 4, 1772. Arminian Magazine,

Sept. 1785, p. 90. ‘
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post and returned to England where he was, for a while,
minister of Cumberland Street Cﬁapel in London.39
There is little information about his later life. He

did not rejoin the ranks of Wesley's itinerants although-
| Atmore contends that Coughlan did apply for'restoration.4o
Wilson suggests also that he cast off his Christian principles
and slipped back into the ways of 'sin"}1 The only basis for
such an assumption, however, is contained in a letter of John
Wesley February 25, 1785.

The last time I saw Mr. Coughlan he was ill in

body but in a blessed state of mind. He was

utterly broken in pieces, full of contrition for

his past unfaithfulness. Not long after I went

out of town God removed him to a better place.

The'fesignation of Coughlan in 1773 marked the beginning

of difficulties and opposition between the Church of England
and Methodists in %his island. When James Balfoﬁr arrived in
1775 from Trinity Bay to replace Coughlan, Harbour Grace was
no longer a Methodist stronghold. Many of Coughlan's followers
readily adhered to the Anglican doctrines of Balfour.*? But
this situation did not occur in Carbonear and the settlements
to the north. Coughlan's letters from his followers in those
places substantiate the fact that Wesleyan discipline introduced
By Coughlan was continued.44 When Balfour visited the

settlements in 1775 he wes immediately faced with opposition

39. FINDLAY and HOLDSWORTH. op. cit., p. 262.
40, ATMORE, Charles. The lMethodist ﬁemorigl. (London, 1871),

41, WILSON, William. Newfoundland and its Missionaries
(Cambridge, 18665, p. 143, '
42, Letter. from Wesley to Stretton, Feb. 25, 1785, Wesleyan

Methoi%st %gvazine.vol. 11, series 3, 1824, p. 307.
. a@ﬁfAﬁ, L. op. cit., p. 7.

44, Ibid., pp. 50 =
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from those whom he described as "dissénters and lMethodists
who wished for a teacher of their own persuasion“.45 Balfour
clearly recognized this new religious group in his report to
the S.P.G. in November 1775:

At Carbonear which belongs to this mission and
about four miles by land from Harbour Grace, they
refused to admit me to perform church services in
their little chapel, and desired that I would
permit a Methodist or Presbyterian, to preach to
them that their meeting house (as they called it)
was their own and that they would do with it as
they pleased...l was permitted, however, to perform
Devine Services to them...If this thing was allowed
it would occasion a continued civil dissention here.
So troublesome is enthusiasm already that families
vill hardly speak tZ one another on account of
differing religion. 6

Balfour's reference to 'civil dissention' does not mean
that there was civil disorder. No mention was made of these
groups in the Governor's report for the year. Balfour did not
oprose them openly but in a letter to the S.P.G. in December
1775 he describes their actions:

They are fond of holding private conventicle two
or three times a week, in sentiments unfriendly to
the civil government and give the magistrates
sometimes a good deal of trouble. Were there
numerous and enterprising men to head them, they
would éxactly resemble the Americans on the continent.
But happy for us our people of property here are
strictly loyal. It is only our lower classes that
affect those things. I act with greatest moderation
because to oppose religion as they term their
enthusiasm would kindle a fire. They are scheming
to have a Methodist preacher recommended to them by

- their former missionary, or a Presbyterian which
would render their neighbours of a different way

. of thinking very uneasy and create a great deal of

45. Balfour to S.P,G., 1775, Extracts of S.P.G. Reports
1711-1779. (unpublished)

46. Balfour to S.P.G. Nov. 8 and 15, 1775. Iranscripts
of original letters to S.P.G. from Norgg_égg;;gg;yuy;;;;yzgg.
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trouble and which I hardly think the government

would allow. However, I hope in time to soften

them and bring them into better order.47

Carbonear was not the only place that gave.Baifour
opposition. Although the people of Harbour Grace were mainly
Church of England, Balfour could raise only one-fifth of the
subscriptions which Coughlan raised.48 Moreover, it was with
sone difficulty that he got possession of the mission houses
even then, unlike his predecessor, he was expected to pay rent.49
Ralfour also continually reported a smaller number of communicants
than did Coughlan. In 1775, the year of his:’arrival he reported
one hundred and forty for Harbour Grace and Trinity Bay, whereas
- Coughlan had reported two hundred from Harbour Grace area alone.50
During the three year period between Coughlan's departuré

and Balfour's arrival the Church at Carbonear was kept open
by Coughlan's followers who continued to hold classes as he
had done., In Harbour Grace lay preachers of the Church of
England and sometimes the magistrates held services according
to the Church of England ritual, preaching such sermons as;
"The Respect, Obedience and Homage the Peoplé ought to pay
magistrates“.51 When Balfour arrived in Carbonear to hold

services he was refused the use of the building, but was permitted

to hold services after the inhabitants insisted that the building

47, Balfour to S.P.G. Dec. 4, 1775. Ibid., p. 226.
23. ?alfour to S.P.G. Dec. 3, 1776. Ibid., p. 228.
. dem, _

50, 1bid., p. 218.
51. COUGHLAN, L. op. cit., p. 80.
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belonged to them and that the Church of England had no claim

52

on it. . Balfour had no success in Conception Bay except at

Harbour Grace. On October 26, 1785 he reported to S.P.G.; "at
Carbonear and the North Shore [of Conception Bay] they are a

' sort of Dissenters and Methodists and the rest Roman Catholies".53
A further report in 1785 states:

I am sorry to inform you that I am involved in

a great deal of trouble by means of hot headed
enthusiastic people. I applied to the Governor
the last day of June on account of an insult offered
me the 16 January before; against a John Stretton
and Clements Noel that when in the middle of the
chapel at Carbonear, Noel pointed to the said
Stretton who suddenly and rudely ascended the
Pulpit behind me without assigning any reason or
cause for so doing. Upon which for fear of a riot
on Sunday, I quietly left the place...b4

Balfour sought and received support from Governor Edwards

in 1775 and the magistrates of Conception Bay were ordered:
to prevent any person from marrying, burying,
baptizing or preaching within said mission in
future except such persons as may be appointed
by said Rev, James Balfour to do same and to take
care that the said two chapels built for the
service of the Church of England within said
Mission are not made use_of by the Methodists
or any sect whatsoever.

However, suppression of the Methodists was not a policy
of the British Government. Article 21 of Governor Palliser's
instructions, 1764, read; "you are to permit a free exercise
of religion to all persons except Papists so that they be

contented with a quiet and peaceable enjoyment of the same

52, Balfour to S.P.G. Nov. 8, 1775. Transcripts of original
letters to S.P.G. received fqQQ;Eg%jg_égg;;ggg_;lgg_:_;zggg p. 218.
" 53, Balfour to S.P.G. Oct. 26, 1785. lbid., P. 272.

54. Ibid., pp. 273 - 275.

55. Copy of Proclamation of Governor Edwards Aug. 31, 1779.
Letters to S.P:G. vol. B6, p. 242 - 243,
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not giving offence or scandel to the Government".56 Moreover,
in 1785 when Bzalfour sought help from Governor Campbell
because he was driven out of Carbonear Church, he received
none. The surrogate reprimanded Stretton and Noel for their
bold action, but the Governor, "looked ﬁpon the building as
private property and ordered them to shut the door against
me, if I came there without their consent." 57 This was a
severe blow to Balfour and left him without any support against
the Methodists. In a letter to the S.P.G. expressing tpe
hopelessness of his endeavour, he wrote:

I hope the Society will give proper instructions

to the ensuing Governor and remit me what is

recorded; otherwise I cannot stay here as the

people in general are so much inclined to

enthusiasm and sectaries...-®

There are no statistics to show the actual strength

of eithexr the Church of England or the Methodists. Balfour
reported the number of communicants each year but this was
- by no means the only adherants of the Church of England.
Since there was no Methodist missionary in this area from
1773 = 1784 no reports on the Methodists were‘sent to the
British Conference. .Although there was a general decrease
in the population of Conception Bay during this period, the
main reason for the decline in Church of England strength was
the separation of the Methodists after Coughlan left and their
continued activity under their lay preachers. Thé reports

of Balfour to the S5.P.G. show clearly that the Methodists offered
strong competition and that the Church of England strength was

~ 56. C.0. 194/17, Palliser's Remarks on Instructions 1764.
.57. Balfour to S.P.G. Oct. 26, 1785 Transcripts of original
Letters to S.P.G. received from North America 1702 - 1799. p. 274.
58. Idem.
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limited almost entirely to Harbour Grace'.59 The decline of
the Church of England is further substantiate in his report
on December 8, 1784; "our Church will soon have little footing
here on account of the Methodists and Papists.Go

The Methodists in Newfoundland were now a distinect religious
group. They were recognized by Balfour as opposing Church of |
England doctrine and had been recognized by the Governor as
having property rights distinet from the Church of England.
From 1774 to 1785 Methodism in the Harbour Grace - Carbonear
area vas kept alive by séveral faithful followers of Coughlan,
led By John Stretton and Arthur Ghomey (also Tome3). dJohn
Stretton was a merchant from Limerick where he and other members
of the Stretton family were converted tb Methodism by John WESley.6l

John Telford, editor of lLetters of Wesley; maintains that

Stretton came to Carbonear in 1770 and in 1771 moved to Harbour
Grace and built a Methodist Chapel at his own expense.®? William

Wilson in his book Newfoundland and its Missionaries states

the opposite: that he came to Harbour Grace and moved to
Carbonear.®? However, a letter of Wesley in 1785 is addressed
to John Stretfon, Harbour Grace. '

Stretton, with his two helpers, Arthur Thomey, a merchant

of Harbour Grace, and Thomas Pottle, a merchant's clerk of

59. Balfour to S.P.G. Oet. 26, 1785. see p. .26.

60. Balfour to S.P.G. Dec. 8, 1784. S.P.G.F.P, "C" Series
1752 - 1858, Box 1. .

61l. Letter from Vesley to John Stretton, Harbour Grace,
Feb. 25, 1785. Wesleyan Methodist Magazine, vol. 3, series 3,
1824, p. 204.

.62, Letters of John Wesley. Editor John Telford, Standard
Edition. (Tondon, 1931), vol. 3, p. 260. (Editor's note).

63. WILSON, Rev. William. op. cit., pp. 145 - 146.




29

Carbonear, was instrumental in keeping alive the llethodist
movement.64 After Coughlan's return to England his letters
from Thomas Pottle of Carbonear and Arthur Thomey of Harbour
Grace verify the part played by these men in the Hethodist
movement. The following excerpt from a letter by Thomas
Pottle to Coughlan in December 1774 indicates that he was
the regular preacher. "This is the fourth Sabbath that the
Lord has enabled me to make my own sermons and assist me to
speak also".65 It was during the Ministry of pottle that
lethodism was introduvced to the Channel Islands by Pierre Le
Sueur . Le Sueur was a regular fisherman to Harbour Grace
and became converted under Pottle's preaching.66
While the Methodist laymen were"bﬁsy consolidating the
work in Carbonear énd Harbour Grace, 2 new movement was
about to begin in.01d~Perlican, some sixty miles to the
north. In 1774 John Hoskins landed in Trinity with the hOpe’
of setting up a school to make enough money to move on to

67 Although Hoskins had been converted to

New Ingland.
Methodism in 1746 in Bristol, he had no intentions of

becoming a Methodist Missionary.68 Following the advice of

the S.P.G. Missionery at Trinity, Hoskins crosced the Bay of
01d Perlican where some [ifty families received him gladly and |

asked him to "read prayers and a sermon on Sundays, there being

64, PINDLAY and HOLDSWORTH, op. cit., p. 263.

65. COUGHLAY, L. op. cit., p. 263.

66. FINDLAY AND HOLDSWORTH. op. cit., p. 263. and.
HOOR@Q R.D. Methodism in the Channel iIsland. (London, 1952),
Pp. 247~ 26, -

67. Letter from Hoskins to Wesley. Oct. 15,178l.
Arminian Magazine, Jan. 1785, pp. 24 =26

68. 1Ibid., D. 26.
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69 Here sgein, as did

no manner of public wofship there",
Coughlan in Harbour Grace, Hoskins found a pedple destitute
of religion and began to minister to them. Ther services
varied. Hoskins read church prayers and Wesley's sermons and
sang VWesley's hymns.7o It is quite inconceivable that people
who "did not know how to behave in devine service; not even
to kneel in prayer but would stand at a distance and look at
me 28 if I had been a monster“...71 paid much attention to
the forﬁs or theology of either the Established Church or the
Methqdists. Yet it was ineviteble that Hoskins would conduct

- religious services and'teach the scriptures according to his
own religious beliefs. He began:by teaching "some parts of
the "Common Prayer, the articles of thg Church, and the mére
essential pafts of the religion of the heart; such as.repentance,
remission of sins, and holiness., I insisted on the neéessity
of,cqnversioﬁ“.72 Soon many of Hoskinsg' listeners thought

- seriously about his plan of salvation, and a sroup began +to
meet each week in what Hoskins called 'Salvation Meetings'.73
This was the counterpart of Wesley's class meeting which had
been adopted by the Methpdists in England and which became
a distinguishing feature of thé Methodist religion. The same
type of meetings had been organized in Harbour Grace and
Carbonear by Coughlan.

Hoskins, like Coughlan, sought the benevolence of the

69,

Idem.
70. Tdem.
T71l. Iden.
72. ILdem.

73, ldem.
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Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. In 1779 he wrote
to the S.P.G., explaining conditions in Trinity and emphasizing

the need for religious teachings.74

In the same year a petition
was sent to the S.P.G. from the residents of 01d Perlican,
asking to have Hoskins appointed as their missionary.75 In
the autumn of 1779 Hoskins went to England in the hope of
receiving ordination from the Bishop of London.76 Whether or
not the Methodist work of Coughlan influenced Dr. Lowth (Bishop
of London) to refuse Hoskins! request can only be speculated.
Wesley however took strong exception to the refusal. In his
letter to Bishop Lowth on August 10, 1780, Wesley wrote:

I do: not know that Mr. Hoskins had any favour

to ask of the Society., IHe asked the favour of

your Lordship to ordain him that he might

minister to a little flock in America. 3But

your Lordship did not see good to ordain him.

But your Lordship did see good to send into

America, other persons who knew something of

Greek and Latin but who knew no more of saving

souls than of catching whales.
Hoskins returned to Newfoundland in the spring of 1780 to
continue his work in the 0ld Perlican area.

By 1785 Methodism had been well established in Newfoundland,

although there was no organlzed church. In addition to the
societies in the Harbour Grace - Carbonear area, large societies

-

were formed at 0ld Perlican, Irinity Bay, and Lower Island Cove

. . 8
in Conception Bay.7 Churches had been built at both places, and

T74. Hoskins to 8.P.G. Dec. 28, 1779. Reports of S.P.G.F.EF.
"C" series, 1772 - 1787. (original manuscrlnts .

75. ldem.
76. ldem.,

77. The Works of Rev. John Wesley. (London, 1861), Fifth
Edition, vol. 3, p. 142.

78. Letter from Hoskins to Wesley. Aug. 10, 1780.
Armlnlan Mggazine. March 1785, p. 143.




preaching tours were conducted by workers. Arthur Thomey

of 'Carbonear began these tours while on business trips to 014
Perlican, but they soon inéreased and spread to other areas.79

On several. occasions Hoskins went to Trinity and although he met
with severe opposition at first, he eventually secured a hearing
as well as the protection of the magistrate.B0 He visited
Bonavista in the autumn of 1784 and planned to begin a school

and mission there in the sprihg.el

The extention of the work to 01d Perlican and Lower Island

Cove made it much more difficult for the lay workers whose
business prevented them from devoting all their time and energy
to the movement, Moreover, the death of Thomey in 1784 and the
increase of Roman Catholics in Conception Bay placed 2 heavier |
buiden on the shoulders of Stretton and demanded more extensive
‘wofk to combat the increased Roman Catholic activity.82 The
populatign of Conception Bay had been considerably decreased
during the War of American Revolution, but the proportion of
Roman Catholics was increasing.83 Balfour reported a decrease
of three thousand in the bay for this period.84 This increase
in Catholicism at the expense of the Methodists, (for it was
mostly north of Carbonear where they were strongest) caused

Stretton to seek help from England. 1In 1784, he wrote to

79. Ibid. February 1785, p. 85.

80. Tetter from Hoskins to Wesley, August 10, 1780. Ibid.,
April 1785, p. 195.

8l. ILetter from Hoskins to Mr. Squire, Nov. 1784, ibid.,
Sep‘t. 1785, P 90.

82. Balfour to S.P.G. Oct. 26, 1785. W
Letters to S.P.G. received from North America. 1702 = 1799. pp. 271-272.
‘ 83. See Appendix E. '

84. Balfour to S.P.G. Oct. 26 1785, Ibid., p. 253. 4
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Wesley explaining the situation and asking for a preacher
who could devote himself wholly to the work.85

Newfoundland Methodism was established and nurtured by
individual effort; only after twenty years did it seek the
co-ordination of an official Methodist preacher. During the
same period, the movement in the Eastern States of America
had been fully organized under a definite plan and in 1784,
held its first Conference. By 1784, Methodism in the_Maritimes
. was four years ol&, and the energetic William Black had secured
two full-time ministers fof‘his work. Two years later when
Newfoundland had one full-time minister Nova Scotia had six
stationed on four circuits.86

The leg in the Newfoundland work was caused by several
factors. As in the case of most aspects of the island's growth,
organized religious progress was hampered by the unique colonial
policy applied tb it by the Hother Country. The attempts to
kéep the island uninhabited and to neglect all its resoufces,
except the fishery, succeeded in keeping pobulation at a minimum
and in a condition little better than the native Indian., Most
of the inhabitants were hostile to religion and in no way
anxious to improve the social or religious conditions. Thus
the Methodist laymen, after Coughlan, could not boast of such
success and organization as Black of Nova Scotia could. Wesley's

~ immediate answer to Stretton's request for a full-time minister

85. FPIKDLAY and HOLDSWORTH. op. cit., p. 266.
86. FREKCH, Goldwin S. op. cit., p. 10S.
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provides evidence of Stretton's hesitance in seeking help and Wesley's
readiness to give it. On February 25, 1785 he wrote: |

You did well in breaking through that needless
diffidence, if you had vritten sooner you would
have heard from me sooner... If that deadly
enemy of true religion Popery is breaking
through upon you, there is indeed no time to

be lost; for it is far: easier to prevent the
plague than to stop it. Last autumn Dr. Coke
sailed from England and is now visiting the flock
in the midland provinces of America and settling
them on the New Testament Plan... A day or two
ago I wrote and desired him before he returns

to England to c2ll upon our Brethern also in
Newfoundland and perhaps leave a preacher there...
you shall want no assistance that is in the power
of your affectionate Friend and Brother.8

Although Dr. Coke did not visit Newfoundland, the year 1785
is significant since in October of that year the first official
Methodist lMissionary arrived from London. In the ILondon
Conference minutes of that year, Newfoundland appears in the
list of stations as being supplied with two missionsries, but
only one came. More important, howeyer, is the fact that the
Newfoundland movement was now taken under the wing of the
British Connexion and would, henceforth, receive the help and

attention to organize itself into a separate Connexion.

87. letter from Wesley to Stretton, Feb. 25, 1785.
Wesleyan Methodist Magazine, vol. 3%, series 3, 1824, p. 307.




CHAPTER III
ORGANIZATION OF THE NEWFOUNDLAKND DISTRICT 1785 - 1815

The organization of the Newfoundland Methodist movement
evolved slowly and reluctantly. The island had no native
evangelist to spearhead the movement and provide it with the
leadership and inspiration that William Black gave the Methodist
mo%ement in Nova Scotia. The few early missionaries were content
%o iabour independently rather than to co-ordinate their efforts
and seek organization. Yet, it must be remembered that
semi~-isolation of the missionaries, caused by the rugged terraine
and harsh climate, made it impossible for the missionary work to
be as effective as it was on the mainland. Moreover, the
unstable economy and the transient population of the country were
serious obstacles in the way of organization and growth.

By 1780 Methodism in North America, especially in the New
England region, had presented Wesley with the problem of providing
preachers. The refusal of Bishop Lowth in 1780 to ordain a
minister for Newfoundland convinced Wesley that Methodism would
ha#e to provide its own clergymen for the Lew Wbrld.l The
appointment in 1784 of "Dr. Coke and Prancis Asbury to be joint
- superintendents over our brethren in Forth America" was to apply
to Newfoundland as well as to Hova Scotia and the Uhited States
of America.2 Previoﬁs to this zppointment Wesley had made knoﬁn

his intention of including Nova Scotia and Newfoundland in his

1. FINDIAY and HOLDSWORTH, op. cit., vol. 1, p. 240 -248.
2. Wesley to Coke, Asbury and the brethren in North America,
Sept. 10, 1784. PFindlay and Holdsworth, op. cit., vol. 1, p. 248.
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plan for American Methodism.3

The organization of North American Methqdism in 1784 had
no effect on Newfoundland., XNeither Coke nor Asbury, as
superintendents of American work, had an& direct connection
" with Newfoundland. Although Wesley asked Dr. Coke to visit the
island and leave a preacher or two, Newfoundland got no heip from
the newly formed American Cénnexion.“ In 1785 the British
Conference nminutes contained the names of two preachers for
Newfoundland, but one of these went to Nova Scotia instead.4

John McGeary, who came to‘Newfoundland in October 1785,
was the first Mefhodist missionary sent by the British Conference.
The Newfoundland Methodist movement was still weak and needed a
strong organizing;ﬁorce. In spite of the fact that McGeary had
‘been a missionary in America for two years, it soon became
apparent that he was not suited to the Newfoundland Mission.5
From 1785 to 1788 he laboured iﬁ the Carbonear region, but with
little success.6 Had he received the two helpers which were
appointed to Newfoundland by the Methodist Conference in 1786
conditions might have improved, but these were diverted by a
storm to the West Indies and McGeary was still alone.’

The departure of McGeary in 1788 is not to be attributed

entirely to discouragement and an unfortunate marriage.8 Probably

5.. PINDLAY and HOLDSWORTH, op.cit., vol. 1, p. 291.

4. %%nutes of Methodist Conference London 1785. éggndon, 1795).

5. NDLAY and HOLDSWORTH, op, cit., vol. 1, p. .

6. Wesley to Black. Letteés of John Wéslex.’John Pelford (Ed.)
(London, 1931), vol. 7, p. 37l.

7. TPINDLAY and HOLDSWORTH, op. eit., vol., p. 371.

8

. iIbid., vol. 1, p. 268. -
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the main reason was his failure to win the co-operation and support
of the lay preachers. In a letter to William Black of Nova Scotia
on February 20, 1787, Wesley wrote:

Poor John McGeary appears to be utterly discouraged,

not only through want of success but through want

of bare conveniences, yea necessaries of life.

Truly, if I could have supposed that those who

made me fair promises would have suffered a preacher

to want bread, I should have sent him intg other

parts where he would have wanted nothing.-
But this non-co-operation was not against MdGeary only. There
appears to have been a general lack of unity among all the
Newfoundland lay preachers. Following McGeary's return to
England, Wesley wrote to John Stretton on February 27, 1789:

What concerns me most is that I cannot find any

union between you northern preachers. John

Hoskins, John McGeary and John Stretton I should

imagine would all have acted in concert; on the

contrary each seems to be afraid of the other.

How is this? What is the true ground for this

shyness?10
Although there is no evidence to indicate the cause of this
discord, it appesars to have been between John Hoskins and John
Stretton. In a letter to Stretton March 19, 1788 Wesley wrote,
"I have confused remembrances of some objections against you
last year, made I think by John Hoskins. I hope if there was

11

once some foundation for them, it is now removed". In a letter
to William Black March 19, 1788, Wesley referred to this situation
and suggested, "If there is any ground for them [bbjectiops

against Strettoé] should you not freely and lovingly talk to

9. TELFORD, op.cit., vol. V11, p. 371.
10. Ibid., VoI ~VITI® pp. 119 - 120,
11. Ibid., vol. V11l, p.48.
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Brother Stretton".12 Stretton appears to have assumed leadership .
of the lMethodist movement after Coughlan left. I% was he who
sought a missionary from Wesley in 1785 and he continued to
correspond with Wesley regarding the Newfoundland missibn.
Such a situation could have been the basis for disunity. There
is little doubt that the whole thing was caused by the loose
organization of the Newfoundland mission. McGeary was not the
strong-willed determined person that Coughlan ﬂas and he cowld
not co-ordinate the work of the lay preachers. If McGeary had
héd the organigzational ability of Coughlan or the leadership
qualities of William Black, there is little likelihood that this
disunity would have arisen.
. MecGeary returned to Newfoundlend in 1790, but there was
little if any improvement in his work. He made little impression
on the people and was not able to make any appreciable increase
in church membership. In an attempt to improve these conditions
and to help McGeary, Wesley asked William Black, superintendent
of the lMethodists in Nova Scotia, to “do 21l you possible can
to keep our brethern in peace with each other and your pains
will not be lost on poor John McGeary“.13

Hova Scotia had its problems of organization also but
the influence and determination of William Black kept the
movement from deteriorating to the extent it did in Newfoundland.

The ordination of Black by Coke and Asbury in 1789 gave Nova Scotia

12. Iden.
13, Idenm.
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14 His later

a native champion for thé Methodist movement.
appointment as superintendent of the Nova Scotia mission and
~his close connection with Wesley gave Nova Scotian lMethodism
unity ‘‘and . linked it directly with English Methodism.15 The
correspondence of Wesley and Black from 1787 to 1790 indicates .
that Newfoundland also was under Black's superintendency.
However, with the exception of a visit by Black in 1791 and the
inclusion of Newfoundland under Nova Scotia in the British
Conference minutes, the Newfoundland mission was not affected.
The visit of William Black to Newfoundland in 1791

re-vitalized the Methodist movement. He found McGeary in
despair and ready to abandon the mission a second time.16' Al though
two chapels and a preacher's house had been built during McGeary
_miésion, the once flourishing society wes almost non-existent.
‘Where Coughlan had a society of over two hundred members, Black
found in 1791, "no regular society, only fifteen women meet
among ‘themselves".17 Prom August 9th to September 11th Black
conducted preaching towurs in Conception Bay from Port-de~Grave
to Blackhead. His preaching was very successful. Hundreds
gathered to hear him and new societies were formed in each place.
He wrote in his Journal:

I preached to about three hundred in Port-de-Grave

in the open air; and in the aftermoon to about two

hundred and f£ifty at Bay Roberts.
I preached twice and held a love feast in the church

14. LATOURETTE, K.S., A History of Expansion of Christanity.
(New York, 1943), vol. V, p. 27. ’
. 15. CLARKE, S.D., Church and_sect in Canada. (Toronto, 1948),
16, ENIGHT, Richard, "Memoirs of the Late Rev, William Black",
Wesleyan Methodist Magagzine. Series 3, vol. XVI, July 1837, p.487.
- 17. T"BIlack in Newfoundland", The Arminian Magazine,
March 1792, p. 122,
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at Blackhead. This alg&o.was.a quickening time.
There are now about forty resolved to meet in
class.l8 '

It is difficult to asséss the real value of Black's mission
to Newfoundland. Ile regarded it as the most interesting and
most useful part of his missionary 1ife.19 His Journal records
many evangelistic meetings and the period of his visit was a
great Methodist 'revival'. The_numbefs he converted to Methodism
considerably increased the Methodist following, and his
inspiration and organization of new societies géve new hope to
the struggling movement. This revitalization of the lMethodist
movement is the main contribution of Black's visit. It gave
Newfoundland Methodism the impetus to overcome its difficulties
and survive the lack of leadership until it was to have
pérmanent missionaries in 1796. The acquisition of a deed for
the Carbonear Church and dweiling ga%e the movement some degree
of permanency. The church built du;ing the ministry of Coughlan
was used exclusively by the Methodists. When Balfour succeeded
Coughlan as S.P.G., missionary the Carbonear Methodists claimed
the church as their property and refused admittance to the S5.P.G.

agent.zo

Since Governor Campbell supported the Methodists in
claiming the church to be their private property, Black merely
had to have the deed to the property registered with the British

Conference.

18. Ibid., March 1792, p. 22; April 1792, p. 233.
19, XNIBHD?s "Memoirs of the Late Rev. William Black".
op._cit., : '
20. See Shapter II p. 25
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There is no doubt that Black's visit was the most
important event since the arrival of Coughlan in 1765. Yet,
one fails to understand why the comparatively successful
society at 01d Perlican was not included in his visit. He
states in his Journal that he did not go there for fear of
missing passage to Halifax.21 There appears to have been no
attempt to combine the efforts of Stretton at Harbour Grace,
McGeafy at Carbénear, and Hoskins at 0ld Perlican, or to settle
the differences to which Wesley referred in a lefter to Black
in 1788.22 No provision was made to continue the work that
Black had revived or to supply preachers for the struggling
societies. His visit was an evangelizing rather than an
organizing tour. Newfoundland was still included in the Nova
Scotia District and for the next twenty-four years was listed
in the British Conference reports under the superintendancy of
Black.

After Black's visit the Methodist movement was again
without leadership. McGeary returned to England in 1792 and
the work was left to local converts. Agéin Stretton sought
help from Engiand, but his position now wvas different. Wesley

b was dead and Stretton had no correspondent in the Methodist

Conference of England. The appointment of George Smith in

1794 was a result of the close connection of the Newfoundland

21, "Black in Newfoundland", op. cit., April 1792, p. 233.
22, Ibid., March 19, 1788. and Telford. op. cit., vol. VIII,
p. 48. _
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fishery with the town of Poole in South West England, rather
than the work of the British Conference. The following extract
from Smith's Journal mekes this clear:
Some of the men who had heard us preach at Poole,
and afterwards sailed to Newfoundland, spoke of
our proceedings with approbation to Mr. Stretton;
a gentleman of Harbour-de-Grace who wrote to Mr.
Brackenbury a pressing letter, to come over or send
a2 preacher as soon as possible. Mr, Brackenbury
communicated the letter to me; and as I found a
strong desire to go; which Dr. Coke, to whom Mr.
Brackenbury also imparted the letter Epon after-
wards in London, powerfully enforced.<”

George Smith, born in Nottingham in 1766, began his
Methodist ministry in 1791 as an assistant to Robert Car
Brgckenbury, squire and Methodist preacher, who had spread
Methodism in the West Country.24 Smith's two-and-a-half years
with Brackenbury, nbt only gave him training in Missionary
work but brought him in close contact with the Newfgundland
fishermen, When Smith landed on the island in 1794, possibly

25
in May since he left England on May 1, 1794, he probably
had a better knowledge of ‘conditions than his predecessor
had and he was better suited to the work.

Smith's ministry which extended to the end of the eighteenth
'centwry, was most effective. He began . his work in the region
of Conception Bay, visiting "the small coves on the coast where

: 2
there were a few settlers". Smith was very active in his work

23. '"Memior of Rev. George Smith", Wesleyan Methodist
Magazine, series 3, vol. XII, 1833. p. 7.
—eRane Ibid., p. 7..
25. TIbid., p. 8.
26. ...........Tbidw p. 8.
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and soon aroused the antagonism of the S.P.G. missionaries.
The missionary at Harbour Grace reported to the Society in

November 1795. "The Methodists have been very industrious

in disseminating their tenets. among the ignorant which has
done very considerable mischief in the [@ongeptioi] Bay".27
Smith did not confine his activity to Conception Bay. A
year and g half after his arrival he visifed places in Trinity
Bay and Bonavista Bay where he preached and férmed societies
as far north as Greenspond.’C His visits to these appear to
have been in the early part of 1795. dJohn Clinch, the S.P.G.
missionary at Trihity, reported to the Society on November 16,
1795: "YA Methodist preacher has been disseminating his tenets
in Conception Bay and Trinity, and had lately paid two visits
to Bonavista,29

Smith probably visited places in Conception Bay and the
south side of Trinity Bay in the autumn and winter of 1794.
3ince these bays are adjacent, he could travel by land. The
opening of the 1795 fishing seaéon would have enabled him to
visit the more nbrtherly places of Bonavista and Greenspond

by water,

Like Coughlan and Hoskins, Smith found life in Newfoundland
hard and insecure. The poverty of the inhabitants and the
failure of the English Methodists to supply his needs caused
Smith to seek ordination in the Church of England. His Journal

27. Jenner to S.P.G., Minutes of General Meeting of S.P.G.
28. "Memoir of Rev. George Smith". op. cit., P. 8. ‘
29. Clinch to S.P.G., Minutes of Genersl Meeting of S.P.G.

op. eit., ff. 6.
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explains his action.

To remedy this inconvenience @ack of supporﬁ] as
well as to have it my power to relieve the
necessities of the poor which were very urgent in
the cold season, I resolved to return to England to
obtain ordination from the Archbishop of Canterbury,
the President of the Society for the Propagation of
the Gospel in Foreign Parts; being recommended by the
friends at Bonavista, who with the magistrate at
the head of them had signed their nemes to a certificate
of my good behaviour and who entreated the archbishop
- to ordain me pastor to that church. The annual
stipend was seventy pounds, from which, as well as
from my letters of ordination I expected (if the
Lord should favour my design) to derive singular
advantages, not for my own sake, but for the cause
of Christ and_the precious souls for whose sake 1
went thither,30

Opposition to Smith's plans appears-to have originatéd
with the S.P.G., missionaries, although théy were stationed at
pla?es many miles from each other and from Bonavista. A petition
from a npmber of inhabitants of Bonavista, réquesting that
Smith be sent to them as a missionary, was rejected by the
8.P.G. in favour of a éounte;-petition also from Bonavista..31
A letter from é Mr. Blane, juétice of the peace of Bonavista,
to the S.P.G., November 16, 1795, stated that Smith's petition
was, "at the request of the most respectable'planters", but
"that the application of Smith has given.much offence to some
of.the orthodox members of the church, who have seht thither

32
a counter-petition to obtain signatures". Blane informed

the S.P.G. that he "witnessed no powerful effects from the

30. Memoir of Rev. George Smith, op. cit., p. 8 = 9
31. Hinuteé of General Meeting of S.P.G. Jan. 22, 1796,

o L4 ci‘t. ff. 8.
52. Ibid., ff. 98 =99.
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labours of those paid for disseminating Christian knowledge",
but that, "the practice of exterior piety most abounds in
that country amongst the dissenters."33 He also pointed out
that the jealousy and personal desires of the S.P.G. missionaries
were behind the counter-petition but his letter had no effect
on the Society's decision. The minutes of the meeting held
January 22, 1796, read:
The Society is decidedly of the opinion induced
also by representations of the three very respect-
able missionaries in Newfoundland... that the
petition in favour of George Smith be rejected, as
it appears that he is an illiterate unordained Methodist
preacher and had already occasioned great confusion
in that colony.34 '

Smith's short ministry had been very effective. He had
spread Methodism ndrth into Bonavista and had made the British
"Conference more conscious of Newfoundland's needs. The Methodist
Conference of 17§6 did more for Newfoundland than any previous
conference had done., For the first time the island was given
two missionaries - George Smith, who had already spent a year
and a half in Newfoundlahd,'and William Thbrésby, who had served
the connexion in Englend for eleven years.35 It is highly
probable_that the presence of Smith at the 1796 Conference and
his recent attempt to obtain hélp from the S.P.G. influenced
the conference in its decision.

The presence of two missionaries in Newfoundland aided

the growth and spread of Methodism greatly. Thoresby worked

e — g -~

33, Idem.,
34, Idem.,
35, TINDLAY and HOLDSWORTH, op. cit., vol. 1, p. 270.
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among the older societies in Conception Bay and Smith continued
his work in the Bonavista area.36 Although Smith's work was
hampered by social and economic conditions, he successfully
pioneered Methodism in the northern settlements. During the
winter of 1796 he opened a school at Bonavista and encouraged
the inhabitants to prepare material for the construction of a
church.>7 However, sickness and want of money forced him to
abandon his work and return to England in May, 1797.38

By the close of the eighteenth century Methodism had
been firmly established in the island, meinly in Conception Bay
and Trinity Bay;.. The pioneering spirit of Smith had spread
Methodism to new regions and héd given hope to the older
societies. The number of Methodists, as published in the
minutes of the Mefhodist Conference each year, had risen from
two hundred at the time df Black's visit in 1791 to five
hundred and ten at the end of Smith's ministry in 1798. It
must be remembered, however, that the numbers reported each year
did not include all whom Methodism served. They were the
peoplé who 'found salvatipn'. In addition, Methodism had
mény adherents who were regarded as part of the Methodist
Connexion but who were not members of the Methodist societies.

The extent of such a group is suggested by a Mr. Lampen,

36, "Memoir of Rev. George Smlth" op. cit., »es S.
370 Ibldo, p. 10. ’ .
38. Idem.
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schoolmaster for the S.P.G. at Harbour Grace, who wrote in
1891: "We are surrounded in this Bay by a set of Methodists." 39
Again in 1804 James Bulpitt, lMethodist nissionary at Carbonear
reported to Dr. Coke: "There are about six thousand who sit
under my preaching.® 40 14 may be concluded therefore, that
the fluctuations in the number of Methodists published in
Cohference Minutes do not mean any large decrease in adherents.
They may be interpreted rather as the failure of members to
adhere to the striet rules and discipline: of the societies.
This was caused by the inability of the missionaries to visit
societies regularly and frequently.

At the opening of the nineteenth century Newfoundland
ﬁas the most disorganized and backward Méthodist Mission in
the New World. The minutes of the British Conference for 1800
show twenty missionaries in the West Indies - eleven in New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia and one in Néwfoundland. The West
Indian Mission reported between fifty end sixty thousand
adherents and about fifty negro preachers in the fiéld.4l
Whereas there were many reports and a large volume of corr-
espondence from the West Indies and the New Brunswick and
Nova Scotian mission fields, there was practicaily none from
Newfoundland., However, Newfoundland was in no way comparable
to these places economically, socially or politicaliy.

Newfoundland Methodism was insecure and fluctuating as were

39. Lampen to S.P.G. S.P.G. Manuscripts, 'C' series. A-180.
‘ 10. COKE, Thomas (Rev.) An _gccount of the rise, progress
and present state of the Methodist Missiong. (Methodist Conference
Office, London, 1804) p. 30.

41, "A Short Account of the Success of Methodist Mission~

aries in the West Indies! ‘Methodist Magazine, series 3,
vol. X, Jan. 1800, p. 42.
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the economy and :social conditions of the island. itself.

The organization of the Methodist lMovement in Newfoundland
improved in the early years of the nineteenth century. This
improvement wasdue largely to better administration by the
British Conference of its foreign missions. Since Wesley's
death in‘l791, Dr. Coke had been responsible for overseas
missions. The increasing complexity of the work and the constant
need for financial support led to the creation of a series of

committees.42

The extension of the work to India and the death

of Coke in 1813 presented a financial and administrative problem

to the Methodist Conference. Leeds had formed a society in 1813 )
to raise money for missions, and in 1814 the Conference recommended-
the establishﬁent of a Methodist Missionary Society in every >

43

district. This system of financing missions led to the 'Q
formation of a general Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society
in 1817.%%

The new administrative and financial arrangements soon
affecfed the Newfoundland field. A new regulation of Conference
required missionaries abroad to have the same gqualifications as
those employed in-regular circuits in England. This meant a
more experienced and capablé missionary force in the island.

The increase and improvement in the volume and nature of the

correspondence from the Newfoundland missionaries indicate

43. The Twenty First Annugl Report of the Missionary Societ
of Wesleysn Methodist Church in Canadg. MHay 51, 1846. pp. 3 - 11

44, ‘'Iden,
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. that missionaries and Conference took a more positive approach

| to the island's problems. Reports were regular, giving an

appraisal of the work rather than being factual. The report

of 1810 pointed to the scarcity of ministers and places of v
worship as the main obstacles to progress.45 A regular
succession of missionaries, most of whom had spent one to

three years in the English or Irish itinerancy, and prolonged

 terms of serviece in Newfoundland gave the work a greater

permanency. Gradually a distinct Methodist community developed

in parts of the island. The nucleus of such a community had

| been formed in the Carbonear area by 1800. The adherence of

local merchants to lMethodism gave it an improved social status
as well as much needed financial assistance. John Gosse, Merchant
of Carbonear, became a devoted friend of the caﬁée and an important
figure in its organization.46 The ministry of John Bulpitt from
1799 to 1801 had two significant achievements. His ministry,
was concentrated mainly in one area - the Carbonear region.
He also opened a Methodist school, which he operated during
practically the whole of his ministry.t7

In 1805, John Remmington, missionary at Harbour Grace, made
the first attempt to solve the mission's most serious problem -

poverty. Hitherto, no finaneial assistance had been given the

45. Agnual Report of Missions under Methodist Conference
for year 1810. (London, Printed at Conference Office, 1811)

p.l4.

46. Bulpltt to Wesleyan MethodlsU Missionary Society,
June 1805, Incoming Correspondence.

47 See Ghapter V1.
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liewfoundland field, except for small sums to individual
missionaries. Having realized that the fishermen were too

poor to erect church buildings, Remmington urged the Wesleyan

HMissionary Society to aid with money. Remmington assured the

Society thet if money was provided, the inhabitants would share

half the cost of buildings and would meet maintenance expehses.48

In a firm tone he pointed out the responsibility of the Society
to the Newfoundland Mission:

While I advance simple truths I hope it will have
weight with men who have long endeavoured to promote
the truths of the Gospel and have a blessed effect

in causing them to awake to the spiritual wants and
penitentizl groans of the needs of the inhabitants of
that island Newfoundland. To be silent on such a
subject at this period I believe would he a sin against
the PFather of Mercies. I am astonished that the Indian
Missionaries are attended to with so much care while
the decendents of your own country now inhabiting the
coasts of Newfoundland are so neglected.

Although Remmington's appeal was not successful it presented
the Newfoundland problem clearly.
John Remmington's ministry from 1804 to 1810 marks the

~ beginning of a succession of devoted men who were concerned more

with the organization and welfare of the lMethodists than with
outward piety and enthusiasm. In 1808 William Ellis and Samuel
McDowell joined Remmington, and for the first time the island
had three missionaries. Remmington was mainly concerned with
Trinity Bay and Bonavista, where he continued the work begun by

George Smith. With the .support of Magistrate Blane, he requested

band o e ———- -

. 48, Remmington to Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society.
Avg. 23, 1810. Incoming Correspondence,item 61.
49, Idem.
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the Methodist Conference to send a resident missionary to

50

Bonavista. Remmington also visited St. John's where he was

"eraciously received" by the governor and established a Methodist

51

Society there. At the close of his mission Remmington sent

| a report to the Missionary Society in which he outlined three

proposals for the Newfoundland field:
1. A building fund to be provided for the island.

2. Closer contact to be maintained between the
Society and the Newfoundland missionaries.

3, McDowell, having travelled three years in 52
" Ireland, to be made superintendent of the work.

Although no immediate action was tsken on these proposals,
they pointed out the needs of the country and suggested a
form of local organization. |

By 1812 a.neﬁ era began for Newfoundland Methodisi#n The
island had now four missionaries, each working in a particular
area. In 1810 William Ward'had been sent to Bonavista, the
most northerly mission station. In 1812 Richard Taylor was
made resident preacher and schoolmaster at Carbonear.,”>
McPowell and Ellis, who had had more experience in itinerating,
visited the smaller'societies.in Conception Bay and Trinity
Bay as well as in St. John's. Ward was sent to Bonavista by
the Methodist Conference, buf the decision to station Taylor
at Carbonear was made by Ellis and McDowell who now, to a

certain extent, guided the Newfoundland missions and reported

50. Blane to Coke, Sept. 18, 1809. The Methodist Magazine
Feb. 1810. vol. XXXIII, p. 85 - 86,

51. DIxtract Remmington, McDowell and Ellis to Coke Oct. 21,
1809. op. cit., Incoming Correspondence.

52. emmington to Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society.
Avgust 23, 1810, Z.. . "I.. Incoming Correspondence, item 61.

53, Taylor to Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society. June 2,

.1812, Incoming Correspondence, Item 62.
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| jointly to the Missionary Society.

This specific stationing of missionaries was the first

semblance of organization. The events of the next two years

| pointed out the need for organization of the Methodists into

an autonomous body. In a letter to the Wesleyan Methodist

. Missionary Society on June 2, 1812, Richard Taylor outlined

the specifiic needs of the Newfoundland Mission:
1. Better qualified preachers.

2, 0Official correspondence with merchants who aid
preachers.

3. Insistance by the Methodist Conference that

each preacher submit a report showing a

§tatement of his income, opportunitigs for ] 54

improvement and the progress of genuine godliness.

Such an arrangement, according to Taylor, would "have a

tendency towards giving a system to our operations and stamp
a characteristic value upon the preachers and the cause they
are endeavouring to establish“.55 Taylor's idea of efficient
administration was both timely and essential to Newfoundland,
and it was unfortunate that it was not made a reality.
Disciplinary action which was taken against Williem Ward in
1812 by McDowell and Ellis shows that they acted in the capacity
of a'superintendent although no such position existed. The
suspension of Ward, pending the decision of the Missionary

Committee, demonstrated the need for some form of local authority.

In the following year Taylor, in a mamnmer more outspoken

54, Idem.
55. ldem.,

56. .lMcDowell, Ellis and Taylor to Wesleyan Methodist
lMissionary Society, Sept 20, 1812. Incoming Correspondence,

op. cit., dtem 64.
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than any previous preacher had shown, emphasized the need for
closer relationship between the Missionary Committee and Church
members and enumerated the following weaknesses:

1. There has never been anything like system
acted upon since the first labourers came out.

2. The property in trust had never been attended
to but left at random.

5. The people in general are as ignorant of our
rules as if nothing of the kind' existed.

4. The mode of labouring among them is never

likely to yield. Running up and dowvn without

plan for fear of being burdensome is the only

zzysggdggfeiz Egieigyentiop you have in view

s . .
Taylor's criticisms appear to be those of an observer
- rather than of a m1351onary. His attempt in 1812 +to be‘ordained

in the Church of England suggests a lack of devotion to Methodlsm.58
lMoreover, in July 1813, McDowell reported that Taylor had been
dismissed from the ministry because of drunkeness and defamation
of character.59 Taylor accused the Missionary Committee of
having neglected him and in this he wa.s partly justified.
McDowell, in a letter of January 10, 1814, complained of the
scarcity of letters from the committee, the last one being
received in June.1812.60 It is unfortunate that Taylor was
lost to the Methodist work in Newfeundland. 'His short ministry
appears to have been fruitful and his desire for organization
would have_made him an asset to the mission in fhe next five

years of organization.

57. Taylor to Weslevan Methodist Missionary Society,
Peb. 1, 1813. Ibid., 3item 66.

58. McDowell to Wesleyan Methodist Missiomary Society,
Oct. 21, 1812, Ibid., ZItem 65.

59. McDowell to Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society, “!l
JU.ly 8, 1813. Ibido, item 67. -
. 60. McDowell %o Hesleyan Methodist Missionary Society,
Jan. 10, 1814, Ibid., Item 72.
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In 1813 the Missionary Committee in London renewed its
v_interest in Newfoundland. In the Conference minutes of that
fyear the island was no longer included in the District of

| Yova Scotia but was listed as a separate district.61 Any hope
that may have existed of making the mission part oflfhe
?Britiéh North American Organization was destroyed. By 1814
~the missionaries were again increased to four - Ellis in his
:seventh year'df service; Sampson Busby, who replaced Taylor

. in 1813%, and John Pickavant and John Lewis stationed at Port-
' de-Grave and Lower Island Cove respectivelys The departure

l of McDowell in 1814 made Ellis the senior missionary.

The Newfoundland Mission began to show signs of organization
- and maturity. In Decembér 1814, Ellis asked for two more

| missionaries and suggested "as the island has no connection

| vith British North America perhaps it would be best to form

it into a separate district".®?

The annual report sent to the

- Missionary Society in January 1815, showed the four missionaries

' assigned to separate stations. Six other stations were reported

as unsupplied, but an assurance was given that each could support
its own preacher.63 The report reflected financial improvement,

for it expressed the hope that in future the Newfoundland

Methodists would be able to defray their own expenses.64

E - 61, Minutes of Methodist Conference, Seventieth Annual
B Conference, 1813. (London, 1813) p. 4.
' 62. Ellis to Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society,
Dec. 20, 1814, Incoming Correspondence, op. cit., item 76.
63. Ellis to Wesleyan Methodist lissionary Society,
Jan 6, 1815. Ibid., item 71,
64. Idem.
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With the number of missionaries increased to four and

t a need for six others, the NHewfoundland mission could not
ifunction efficiently without some form of local administration.
Moreover, the action taken against'William Ward and Richard

f Taylor indicéted the need for an authoritative position. This
: need was emphasized when McDowell and Ellis were forced to act
| in this capacity, subject to the approval of the Missionary

, Committee. The action of those missionaries and the possibility
of the mission becoming self-sﬁpportiné were persuasive

'_ arguments for local administration. The mission had outgrown

} its infancy and was ready to acéept the responsibilities of

| its own action. The Missionary Committee recognized thié and
in 1815 made it a separate district under the chairmanship

| of William Ellis. With this important step, the mission was

| ready to carry on its work of expansion.
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CHAPTER IV

EXPANSION AND LOCAL MISSIONARY WORK 1815-1855

The early years of the nineteenth century mark the

| beginning of progress for Newfoundland. The opening of the
first post—dffice,the publication of a newspaper and the agitation
for a2 locel legislature gave the St. John's settlement at least,
the appearance of an organized society. The governors of the
period were more sympathetic to the plight of the Newfoundland
settlement and encouraged the recognition of it as a British
colony. It is significant too, that economic conditions were
considerably improved. The unprecedented prosperity experienced
during the American War of 1812 - 1814 was reflected in the
general conditions of the island.
During this period the Methodist Mission in Newfoundland
began its expansion. The following report to the Methodist
Missionary Society in London in 1813 reflects the progress of
the mission as well as its optimistic outlook:
In several,pléces new chapels have been erected
which are filled with numerous and attentive
hearers. In others, chapels are now building
and in these also, appearances are equally
promising. With these enlivening prospects
before us we have much to hope from the success
of our missionaries.and nothing to fear from
legal in;berru.ption.1

In the following year Ellis, Busby and Pickavant reported

a total of seven chapels under construction.2 Al though this

' 1, Ammual Report of Methodist Missions - 1813, (London,
1813)’ po 140 ’ ’
2. Extract, Ellis, Busby and Pickavant to the Missionary
Committee, Nov. 14, 1814, Methodist Magazine, May, 1815,
vol., XXXVIII, pp. 396 - 7. -
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 included the nnmbef reported under construction in 1813, it
. is an indication of the determination of the Methodist people
| who had only four missiogaries to provide guidance for the
financial and building operations.

In addition to progress in building, advances were made
in other phasgés of the work. The Methodist movement had never
lost its missionary aspect but continually sought new fields.
Ir 1814 Ellis revived the wofk begun in Bonavista by George
Smith at the close of the eighteenth century. He reported that
f'there were twelve hundred Protestants in Bonavista with no means
of public worship.3 During the winter of 1813 -~ 14, he organized
a Methodist Society and completed the construction of a chapel,
which,wés'%egun earlier.4 ‘This was merely a foothold, but
Bonavista became a basé from which Methodism was carried'into
other settlemenfs in Bonavista Bay as well as in adjacent bays
to the north.5

Prior to 1815 St. John's had no regular Methodist Missionary.
An S.P.G. missionary; the Romen Catholic priest and the Con-
gregational Church had taken care of the religious instruction

of the inhabitants since the eighteenth century.6 The

Methodists were content to visit the town to preach and to hold

3. Extfact, Ellis to the Missionary Society, Nov. 26, 1814,
Methodist Magazine, April, 1815, vol. XXXVIII, pp. 318 - 19.

4. ldem.
5. lden.

6. TRGWSE, VI-Do OQ- Cito’ po 653.
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meetings in private homes. In this manner a society was built
up, which, in 1813, reported that it intended to build a chapel.7
After failing to obtain a land grant for a building site from
.Governor Keats, the Methodist Committee, under the direction of
William Ellis, leased a piece of land from William Freeman, one
of their own mem.bers.8 In 1815 John Pickavant was removed from
Port-de-grave to become the first resident lethodist missionary
in St. John's. '

St. John's at this time was predominatly Roman Catholic.
Out of a population of 10,018 only 2468 were Protestants.9

With such a comparatively small number to form the membership

of three religious groups, it is not surprising that the

Methodists reported only fifty in Soclety four years later in 1819.

The year 1815 was very significant for Newfoundland Meth-
odism., The prosperity of the period was reflected in the
Methodists' reports for the years 1814 and 1815. There was a
demand for more missionaries; hopes weféiéipressed of defraying
expenses; substantial collections were made for the mission
fund, and a local Missionary Society was formed. |

With the mission made into a separate district Newfoundland
Methodiém began to emerge into an organized church. Although

the Missionary Committee in London had made it a separate

" 7. McDowell to Metnodlst Missionary 8001ety, July 8, 1813.

Incomi Correspondence, op. cit., 3item 67.

8. G.W. Bastaff to Methodist Missionary Society, Nov. 1,
1814, Incoming Correspondence, op. cit., 3Item 74.

9. R 9 .D. oQ.cit‘, p. 701. .

10. Wesleyan Missionary Report, 1819.(London, 1819), p. 18.

11. Ellis, Busby, and Pickavant to Missionary Committee,
Nov. 14, 1814. Incoming Correspondence, o0p. cit.,

10
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district in 1815, the Newfoundland missionaries were notified
of it too late to convene 2 district meeting that year.12
The first District Meeting was held on September 30, 1816 at
Adam's Cove, Conception Bay, under the chairmanship of Rev.
William Ellis. Although there is 'nothing in the chairman's
report to indicate the feelings of the preachers on this
important occasion, the business dealt . with clearly points
out the main problem of the District. Their first concern

was the transfer of missionaries to the mainland of North
America. Previously applications f&r such transfers were

made to the Missionary Committee in Iondon, but the District
Meeting maintained that henceforth, all applications would be
made to the Newfoundland District. It also agreed that the
Missionary Committee would not act upon any such applications
unless sanctioned by the Newfoundland District. It was further
agreed that the same conditions would apply to requests for
leave to.marry.’’ The Meeting indicated that although the
Missionary Committeé& sent the station lists of preachers the
Distriet Meeting felt free to make any changes it deemed
necessary because of 1oéal circumstances. The recommendations
to the Missionary Committee for more preachers to fill the
vacant circuits and to add new circuits indicate that the

District Missionaries had begun to organize their work and to

s G B e i e S $2te G

12, Busby to the Missionary Committee, Adams Cove, Dec.
8, 1815, Ibigd. Item 80 - '
- 13. Ellis to Methodist Missionary Committee, Sept. 30,
1816. Ibid. Item 87. ‘
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promote the missionary aspect. The District Meeting of

1816 recommended the opening of theAFortune Bay circuits
and soon a missionary was available to send.14

The numbers of the Methodists compared favourably with
those of both the Roman Catholic and members 6f the Church
of England. Information sent to the Colonial Office for the
period of October 10, 1815 to October 10, 1816, shows the

following distribution of religious leaders:

Methodists ———em—m —————— 9 (The British Conference
lists 10 for 1816)

Roman Catholics ——m——m—m—- 9

Church of England ———e——e 5. 15

During the same'period the Church of England supported sixteen
nlaces of worship, excluding private homes and court-houses
which were used for that purpose, and the Roman Catholics and
Methodists supported ten each.16 Six of the nine Methodist
prezchers and seven of the ten.places of worship were in
Conception Bay, and four of the nine Roman Catholic priests
wvere in St. John}s and vicinity.17 .

A;though no figures are available for Methodist adherents,
the governor's report for 1820 shows a clear deliheation between
Roman Cathoiic and Proteétant regions;18 Of the eleven regions
included in the report, the six from St. John's to Burin were

predominately Roman Catholic, whereas the Protestant ones included

14, Idem.

15. See Appendix "CU.
16, Idem.
17. Tdem.

18, THamilton to Colonial Office. C. C.0, 194/62 Returns
of the Fishery and Inhabitants of Newfoundland Oct. 10, 1818 -
Oct.10, 1819.
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Fortune 2Bay on the south coast and those from Conception Bay
north to Fogo. The five Prptestant regions had a population

of 25,942, whereas that of the other six wzs 18,444. The most
densely populated regions were St. John's, Conception Bay,
Trinity Bay and Bonavista. The latter three were overwhelmingly
Protestent. The Methodists were active in all districts north

of St. Jokn's except Fogo, and St. John's and Burin had been

given regular Methodist preachers in 1815 and 1818 respectively.lg‘

It is unfortunate that the conditions into which the new

Methodist District of Newfoundland was launched in 1815 were
not permanent. ZEconomic collapse came even before the preachers
met for their first District Meeting. The end of the Napoleonic
Wars in 1815 enabled many European countries to return to the
cod-fishery and prices of the Newfoundland product hecame
extremely low again. In addition to low prices the scarcity of
fish and seals in 1816 and 1817 reduced very meny of the in-
habitants to stérvation.Qo The plight of the Methodist District
in such.conditions is shown by the report of the District
Meeting to the British Conference in September, 1816.

Understanding from the brethern who came here

last year that you expect little or no money A

to be called for to this island in consequence

of various reports to the richness and benovolence

of this people and the respectable manner in

which you have been informed we are supported.

We think it our duty to inform -you that we are

still missionaries in every sense of the word,

that Newfoundland is still to be considered as
dependent upon you as any other foreign mission

19. Minutes of Methodist Conference of British Commexion
1744 - 1824, (London, 1825), pp. 107 - 108.

' 20. MeLINTOCK, op. cit., p. 125; and PROWSE, op. cit.,

p. 405.
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and thet we shall be considerably embarrassed
at our next District meeting in consequence of
the failure of so many merchants, to the great
injury of the peop%e and the amazing fall in
the price of fish.cl
Reports from individual missionaries stationed in various
parts of the island reflected similar conditions.zg The
following report from the Rev. J. Pickavant in Conception
Bay shows the conditions more élearly:
Such a sudden and effective change that has
lately taken place, from prosperity to
adversity from affluence to poverty and want
is truly affecting ... Such is the present
distress of the country, that I fear out of
nearly 500 pounds [stérling] which was
subscribed for the same purpose last spring,
in Concept&gn Bay, not 100 pounds will be
collected, . :

The economic depression and the burning of the new St.
Johh's chapel made progress laborious and slow.. The lack
of money constantly faced the préachers both individually
and collectively.24 Yet, the work of expansion had begun and
continued, although hampéred. The local Methodist Missionary
Society, formed in 1815, and which met in Carbonear January
T, 1816, under the chairmanship of John Gosse, set forth the

following resolutions to the Missionary Committee in Englands

21, Ellis, chairman of Newfoundland District to Methodist
Missionary Society September 30, 1816. Incoming Correspondence,
op cit,, item 87. ‘

22. Lewis to Marsden, July 7, 1817. Methodist Magazine,
Nov., 1817, vol. XXXX, pp. 872-874. Cubit to Rev. James Wood,
Oct,25, 1817, Methodist lMagazine. January 1818. vol. XXXX1. p. 78.
Cubit to Methodist Missionary Society, June 6, 1817, Incoming
Correspondence, op. cit., item 175. And Cubit to Marsden,
Jang?ry.l7, 1818, Methodist Magazine, August, 1818, vol. XXXXI,

D. .

2%, ZExtract Pickavant to Methodist Missionary Society,
Dec. 2, 1816, Methodist Magazine, April 1817, vol. XXXX, p. 24.
' 24, See Ghapter V, p. 87-93
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1. That it is considered to be absolutely necessary
that a missionary should be sent to the Harbour
of Trinity and that it should be requisite he
should occasionally visit the several harbours
in Trinity [Bay]. '

2. That this meeting have heard that there are about
5,000 inhabitants in Fortune Bay, nearly all of
them protestants who are now and ever have been
without a minister or preacher of any denomination
and it is the wish of this meeting that a miss-
ionary should be sent there early in the ensuing
spring.

3. This meeting, taking into consideration the number
of protestant inhabitants in the Harbour of Burin
in Placentia Bay who are also without a minister
to recommend to the Parent Society in London’ to
send a missionary there as soon as they con-
veniently can. :

4, That the Harbour of Bay Roberts and Spaniards Bay
being destitute of a minister, this meeting
consider it their duty, to request the Parent
Society to send a missionary to that place as
soon as possible.

5. This meeting take leave to observe to the Parent
Society that besides the places above mentioned
there are many other harbours where they believe
much good would be done if missionaries were sent
out viz. New World Island and Ferryland.

6. - That each member of the Committee be required to .
‘use his utmost exertions in promoting subscriptions
in aid of this Society and that the Hext meeting

be held at Mr. Gosse's house on the_15th of February
next at 3 o'clock in the afternoon.

These resolutions are significant. The Newfoundland District
was determined to place ministers in all the most populated
regions., The parent Society in London, apparently convinced of |
the need, immediately dispatched four new missionaries, making

a total of ten.26 This increase made it possible for the Society

25. Bushby to Methodist Missiomary Society. Jan. 10, 1816,

. Incomi Correspondence, op. cit., item 82.
. o 2%. Minutes of ﬂe%hoq;st Gqﬁference of British Connexion,

1744 = 1824, op. cit., .p. 214.
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to function more effectively. In 1817 the two large circuits

of Harbour Grace - Carbonear and Blackhead - Western Bay were
divided into four separate circuits; each with its own preacher.
But of much greater importance was the establishment of the
three new circuits of Hant's Harbour, Trinity Harbour, and
Portune Bay. In 1817 also a second Methodist circuit was begun

on the South Coast when the Newfoundland District sent John Lewis

as a missionary to Burin in Placentia Bay.27 Ehe people in this

area appear to have been either Roman Catholics or loyal members
of the Church of England, since many of the inhabitants refused
to attend his services because he was not a member of either
denomination. In a letter to the Methodist Missionary Society
July 7, 1817, Lewis reports: "Iy prospects here are not so
pleasing as they at first appear, many people prefer staying
at home rather than to come to hear me because 1 am not a
minister of the Church of England..." 28 In spite of the
local opposition, Burin as well as Fortune Bay continued to be
é regular circuit and by 1820 reported a society of 33 members.29
From its home base in Concep?ion Bay Methodism Spread both
North and South. The new circuit of Fortune Day, with Grand
Bank as its centre, eventually was extended further west along
the south coast. The establishment of a permanent station in

the north at.Trinity made it possible for missionaries to extend

.
e e S ey ot et B Gt et B e ——

27. Lewis to Methodist Missionary Society, July 7, 1817,

Incoming Correspondence, op. cit,, ditem 177.
28. dem,

29, " Report of Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society, 1821,

(London, 1821), p. 105.
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their journeys to join with the circuit of Bonavista-Catalina.
In addition to expanding to new areas in Newfoundland, the
Methodists began missions to the Indians of Labrador. Contact
was first made with these natives in 1819 when a group of them
were brought to Brigus. William Ellis reported to the Distriect
Meeting in 1819 that he had baptized six and was teaching them
to read. He also informed the Missionary Society in London
that he would send them back to their tribe in the spring with
a Bible and the ability to read it.BO
In the summer of 1824 Rev. Thomas Hickson began the ILabrador
mission. He set up headquarters at Esquimaux Bay where, with
the help of an interpreter, he preachéd to the natives and
married six couples.3l. Hickson reported his visit to the Meth-
odist Missionary Society in London and pointed out the necessity

52 The Society, acting

of settling the natives in small villages.
on Hickson's report, suggested to the Newfoundland District that
' the circuits of Carbonear and Harbour Grace be united, but with
two preachers so that one would be available for work in the
Labrador Mission. A% the same time it urged that the mission-

| aries, "ascertain whether the natives will be prevailed upon to
fix themselves in anything like villages during the winter as

the success of the mission seems to depend very much on this one

thing"33

30. Ellis to Methodist Missionary Society, Nov. 1818,
Incoming Correspondence, op. cit., ~item 103. )

31. Rev. T. Hickson's dournal, Methodist Magazine, Jan.
1825, vol. XXXXVIII, pp. 58 - 62. ' - o

32. Letter from Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society, to .
Rev. W. Croscrombe, March 18, 1825. Qutgoing letters, Sept. 1814
to Dec. 1867, vols. 1 - 8.

353, dem.
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In the summer of 1825 the mission was visited by the Rev.
Richard Knight who reported difficulty in locating the main tribe
and interpreting their language. However, his church services
were well attended and he realized the need for a permanent

. 34

missionary among the natives. In 1826 - 27 the Rev. George
Ellidge became the first permanent missionary in Lebrador, but
the habits of the natives could not be adapted to any form of
permanent settlement. Their migrations made it extremely difficult
for the missionary to work effectively among them. In 1828 the.
Rev. Charles Bates suggested that the Labrador mission be dis-
continued until the natives adopted a more permanent mode of

-
living.

At the end of 1828 the District chairman of the Newfoundland
mission, the Rev. John Pickavant, made a re-appraisal of the
Labrador mission and submitted a comprehensive report to the
Missionary Society in London. He.first set out the arguments
for continuing the mission: | ‘

1. The Indians are willing to receive instructions

. and in the highest sense teachable, perhaps
beyond any other class of heathens.

2. The children manifest a striking aptitude for
learning the English language and those who'have
been placed under the care of the missionaries
have made progress equal to European children
generally.

3. Its proximity to and connection with Sandwich
Bay where the missionary can have access (during
summer months) to several hundred people, Americans

and Newfoundlanders.

Pickavant then turned to the main difficulties of the mission:

" 34, Journal of the Rev. R. Enight, Wesleyan Methodist Magazine,

vol. V, series 3, 1826, pp. 131 - 134. A

3% C. Bates to ﬁethodlst Missionary Society, Nov. 18, 1828,
Incomlng Correspondence, op. cit..
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1. One great difficulty attending this mission is the
scattered state of the Esquimaux. They can but
seldom be visited as they are over an extent of
country not less than 200 miles.

2, Their migratory habits is another great difficulty.
The Indians seldom remain more than five months in
one place from November to April and they are
scattered in all directions so that the mission-
aries can obtain no access to them. '

3« - The smallness of their numbers is another

discoursgement.
Indian adults (male and female) 43
Children (of zbove) 34
Half Indians 53
Buropean Settlers 17
Children of Europeans 7
Servants 12.36

Pickavant suggested two plans for the Labrador Mission.
He suggested that the mission be connected to a mercantile
establishment, preferably to the business of a Mr. Couzens in
Esquinaux Bay. The missionary would take advantage of the
Indians converging on this.location to trade. Alterngtely he
suggested that the migsion be provided with two permanent posts -
one at the Indians' summer location and the other at their
winter one. In this way the missionary could follow the Indians
on both their summer and winter migrations.37 The second plan
wvould have been both dostly and difficult to administer for the
Newfoundland District at this time. Neither plan was adopted
and.the Newfoundland District nmembers waited for an Indian
settlement to evelve around the firm of Couzens. Thus the

Labrador mission was discontinued after 1828.

36, Pickavant to Methodist Missionary Society, Dec: 31, 1828,

Incoming Correspondence, 0p. cit.
37. Idem.
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Considerable.changes came to the Newfoundland scene in P12
the 1820's and 1830's. The agitation for local government
finelly led Great Britain to recognize the island as a colony
in 1824. The setting up of circuit courts with a chief Justice
and two assistant judges brought a merked improvement in the
administration of Justice, particularly in the outports.38
The setting up of an office for the registration of marriages
and permission for persdns, other than those in Holy Orders,
to perform marriages began improvements in social conditions.
The sweeping changes brought about by Governor Cochrane in
1825 ~ 34 were significant in the struggle for local government.
He immediately began a program of reform that started the colony
on the road to political independance. The program of road -
building, cultivation of the soil and the building of a new
Government House gave employment to the ﬁany idle inhabitants
and promoted the developmeént of agriculture. These changes'and
improvements increased the demand for con;titutiohal government
which finally came in 1832. Newfoundland was given the same
form of representative government that was given Nova Scotia in
1758. It consiéted of a‘Governor; a Council and an elected
General Assembly.39

For the next twenty years Newfoundland history is dominated

by .political storms. The problems of a two-house legislature,

38, McLINTOCH, A.H. op. cit., p. 155.
39. TIbid. pp. 185 — 190.
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the beginning of politicel and sectarian strife and the class
division of wealthy merchants and poverty stricken fishermen
made it impossible for the riew government to work smoothly.
However, the amalgamation of the two houses in 1842 made the
system of government workable and imp:oved the political
situation temporarily.Economic conditions were also looking

- brighter. A successful codfishery and an expanding sealfishery
had brought prosperity to the colony. The Newfoundland reformers”
were demanding more independence and on May 1855 the British
Government granted the colony Responsible Government.

Missionary work in the island became better organized in the
1820's. Although e Methodist Missionary Society had met in
Carbonear as early as'1816; the idea did not spread.4o
The Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society formed in 1823 was
the first offical missionary organization for the Newfoundland
District.4l The executive or committee was made up of all the
missionaries plus a numbér of lay representatives from various
parts of the islan.d.42 The formation of the Society was an
important step in the raising of fumnds locally. Three years
after formation it had raised nearly 220 pounds sterling for
missionary work.43 By 1836 the Society had expanded and

provided instruection for the south-west and north-east coasts.

40. See page 63 ‘
41. The Mercantile Journsl, Nov. 9, 1826

' 42. Minutes of District Meeting of Newfoundland Methodists
1824, (unpublished). -

43, Mercantile Journal, Nov. 9, 1826.
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The Society undertook to support completely two preachers
for these areas and esked the Missionary Committee in London

to supply two men for the pnrpose.44 In the same year the

_ Presbyterians and Methodists united in a missionary effort and

Robert Job began a fund for the support of missions in remote
places.45

In 1840 the Newfoundland Methodist Missionary Society was
re-organized. A similar re-organization took place throughout
the whole Methodist Connexion, including the Parent Society in
England. 46 The changes were small. The Newfoundland Society ° fﬁ%
now became the Newfoundland Auxiliary Wesleyan Methodist Soclety.r )
It had a2 General Committee composed of all the ministers, eighteen
other men, and the secretaries and treasurers of the St. John's

41 Members were to pay a fee of ten

and other branch societies.
shillings each year, but only those who subscribed one pound or
more annually could be on the Committee. Each branch had a
number of collectors who were to solicit subscriptions. The
Society now laid more emphasis than its predecessor on raising
funds. By 1840 it had increased its annual collection to just
over 300 pounds sterling.48
The re-organization of the Missionary Society and the

increasé in finances gave an impetus to missionary work in the

island. The south coast from Grand Bank to Cape Ray, generally

44, Chairman of Nfld. Dlstrlct to Wesleyan Methodist
Missionary Society. May 29, 1837. District Meeting of Newfound-

land Methodists for the year 1837.
45, dem,

46. England and Faulkner to W.M.M.S. Incoming Correspondence
July 2, 1840.

47. Report of the Wesleyan Methodist Auxiliary M1551onarx
Society for Nfld. District 1840. St. John's.

48. bid.
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knowvn at that time as the Western Shore, and the north east
coast were still destitute of religious services. Although
the District members were concerned with these areas for some
time, little was done until 1839. The District meeting of that
year resolved:
That the brethern on stations of Grand Bank, Burin,
and Bonavista should visit to a greater extent than
they had been accustomed to do of late years; for the
expenses attending which visitations, it has been
agreed to make some provisions from the Auxiliary
Missionary fund.4
In the same year William Marshall was appointed visiting missionary
in the Hermitage Bay area, and on June 8, 1839, he left St.
John's to begin the work. 20
. Marshall provided the first regular religious services in
the area. With the exception of Archdeacon Wix, who visited the
region in 1835, he was the first clergyman many of the inhabit-

51 Marshall visited regularly from Hermitage Cove

ants had seen.
to Cape Ray. Travelling was difficult and was usually in open
boats, and vessels belonging to the Newman Hunt Company, which
maintained a whaling and mercantile business along the coast.
From August 4, 1840, to October 15, 1840, he visited a total of
thirty-four places along the 200 miles of coastline.”’” His
missionary work continued until May, 1842, being interrupted

only by his annual attendance at the Newfoundland District

Meetings.

—-

49, Official 1ettef of Preside?t of Nfld. District, XNfld.
District Minutes, 1839, (unpublished). .
50, Journal of William Marshall, 1811 - 1846 (unpublished).

51. Ibid.
52. 1bid. '

53. Marshall to Methodist Missionary Society, Oct.1l5, 1840.
Incoming Correspondence, item 44.
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It is difficult to evaluate the work of Marshall in such a
large area and in such a short time. His infrequent, if regular,
visits made it impossible for him to give effective c¢lass leader-
ship. This undoubtedly accounfs for the small numbers in society
reported in the area. However, the Methodist Mission was
established; societies were formed; Sunday Schools were begun;
and the great need for religious instruction was made knovm to
the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society of England as well as
the Newfoundland District. Marshall realized the ineffectiveness
of one ‘person in such an asrea and emphasized the need for two
missionaries. He recommended that one should work in the region
of Hermitage Bay, visiting thirty settlenents containing ;700
inhabitants and that the second should work in the eighteen to
twenty places west of Burgeo, containing 1,000 people. He also
suggested visits to Bay St. George and Bay of Islapds.54 The .
Newfoundland District could not finance, nor did they have an
additional preacher to implement Marshall's recommendatioﬁ. The
Methodist Mission in the area ended with the removal of Marshall
in 1842 and was not re-opened until 1855. Although this region
had no regular missionary after Marshall left in 1842, it was :
visited occasionally by the missionary of the Grand Bank circui'b.55
Statistics for the region were included in the Grand Bank reports.

The Methodist work on the north east coast was more permangnt.

In 1840 John Addy, missionary on the Bonavista-Catalina circuit,

—— -

54. Report of the Work of God and sevepal Stations in the
Nfld., District commencing May 1840, (unpubllshed):
55. Ibid. T
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reported that he had visited sixteen places in Bonavista Bay,
travelling as far north as Cape Freels.56 The following year,
at the request of the District Meeting; he visited Notre Dame
Bay and recommended Twillingate as a base for missionary work.57
Iwillingate appears to have been the most densely populated island
in Notre Dame Bay and for meny years had a resident clergyman of
the S.P.G.58 Other islands were frequented and settled by people
from Brigus and Cupids in Conception Bay.59 It is possible that
the request from this region for a Methodist Missionary came from
Conception'Bay Methodists. In compliance with the request,
‘William Marshall was transférred from the south coast to Notre
Dame Bay in 1842.60 Reports for the year 1842-43 show the
erection of a chapel at Twiliingate and the formation of societies
in several other places in Notre Dame Bay. Marshall travelled
extensi#ely, as he had done on the south coast, and in his first
year visited the whole expanse of Notre Dame Bay, from Fogo to
»Green Bay. The new Green Bay circuit begun in 1842 by William
Marshell continued to have a minister until 1855. The circuit
report for the year 1846-47 pointed out the need for three
additional missionaries and by 1851, 230 members were reported
in society and eight chapels had been built.61

By 1845 Methodist Missions extended along all the coastline
of the island controlled by Britain except Ferryland on the

Avalon Peninsula and St. Mary's Bay on the South Coast. The

56. Ibid.
57. JBrewister to Methodist Missionary Society, Sept. 4, 1850.

Wesleyan Missionary Notices, 1851, vol.IX, p. 44. _

58. Report of Work of God in Nfld. District, op. cit.

59, Newfoundland District Minutes 1843, (gnpubllshed)-

60. rewister to Methodist Missionary Soc;gty Sept. 4, 1850
Weslegan Missionary Notices 1851, op. cit., D. .. ) .

1. Report of the Work of God in the N:ild. District, op. cit. :!
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only other areas outside their influence were those on the

French Shore, which extended from Cape St. John, the northern
boundry of the Green Bay circuif, North to Cape Ndrman and

south along the west coast to Cape Ray. At this point the
Western Shore circuit begen and ran east to Hermitzge. The
spread of Methodism and the increase in adherents were not
accompanied by an increase in ministers. DMissionaries continued
to travel, increasing the extent of their districts and creating
new ones. The constant pleas to the Missionary Society in London
for addifional ministers were seldonm successful. A request of
the Newfoundland District Meeting in 1840 for four additional
ministers at no extra cost to the London Society was not met.62
The Newfoundland circuit appointments from 1841 to 1855 show
that there were fifteen circuits, but that only on four occasions
did the number of missionaries reach to fourteen. Each year one
or more cirguits were left vacant or adjacent circuits were
combined under one minister.

‘With the spread of Methodism the problem of getting missionaries
became more acute. Unable to get enough from England to fulfil
their needs, the Newfoundland District sought ways of helping
themselves. This shortage was considerably relieved by local or
lay preachers. Although if is very difficult to evaluate their

work, there is enough evidence to show that the lay preachers kept

62. Paulkner to lMethodist Missionary Society. Sept. 4,
1840. Incoming Correspondences, item 40.
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the movement going in the absence of the regular missionary.
Every settlement had its own local preacher who made sure that
the work of the itinerant missionary was not forgotten. Charles
Lench records the names of many of these people who gave yoeman
service to Methodism in their particular area.63
Although the lay preachers held church services and met

societies, they did not provide the leadership and inspiration
of the full time missionary. In 1838 thé Newfoundland District
sought candidates locally. Iasiah Brown from Scotland and Samuel
Sprague from England, both employees of local commercial firms,
were unanimously recommended for the ministry.64 Brown's name
does not appear on any later station lists, but Sprague continued
as a regulér preacher for many years. Iﬁ 1847 the District
meeting sought to introduce assistant preachers. The practice
of using assistants had been well established in other Methodist
districts. Nova Scotia and New Brunswick had employed them since
1837. 65 In 1847 the Newfoundland District Meeting notified the
Londbn Committee:

We are of the opinion that assistant

missionaries would be well adapted to these

new stations of Sound Island and Change

Islands and several other similar places

in this colony, and if the committee will

sanction the plan in this distriet we

should be able to supply two pious men

well qualified tosgngage in the work
in that capacity.

63. IENCH, CHARLES (Rev.). The Story of Methodism in
Bonavista. (St. John's, 1919), pp. 55 - 68. and The History

of the Rise and Progress of Methodism on the Western Bay
Circuit. (St. Jonn's 1911), p. 13. .

4. Minutes of Newfoundland District Meetinz 1839.

65. Summary of Mission, Wesleyan Methodist Magazine,
vol, XVI. p. 62.

66. Minutes of District Meeting of Newfoundland
Methodists, 1I847.
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In the same year_Thomas Fox, local preacher and schoolmaster,

was employed as the first assistant minister with a salary of

90 pounds. Fox was first employed on the 01d Perlican circuit
and the following year at Grand Bank under the supervision of

the Rev. J. Brewister of Burin.67 The practice of employing
assistant ministers was limited since there were few in the island
vwho were eligible for such a position. However, it was more
successful in the Newfoundland District than in Nova Scotia.

The late 1840's were difficult years for Newfoundland
.Methodism. While the Methodist Missionary Society was preparing
to unite the Methodist Districts in Eastern British America into
a independent Comnexion, Newfoundland was facing one of its
worst depressions. In 1848 = 49 thefcadeShery failed and the
local potato crop was ruined;by disease. Reports from every
circuit for those years tell of poverty and sickness and of the
missionaries acting as 'poor commissioners'. Many of the
inhabitants had nothing to eat except Indian meal, salt cod-fish
and molasses which were provided by the government and shared
out by the clergymen'of the various groups.69 Missionary work
for those years was at a standstill. The Missionary Society in
England could not increase its grant to the District and local

support was impossible.

67. Ibid. ‘
68. SI"IITI'.[ . T.w. 0D Cito Pp0431 -450' . .
69, Brewister to WILN.S. April 13, 1849. Hethodist
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As conditions gradually improved, the Methodist continued
their task of providing missionaries particularly for the north-
east and south-west coasts. The Newfoundland Methodist Missionary
Auxiliary Society had raised enough money in 1850 to support a

travelling missionary for four years.7o

During this year too,
the Methodists received help from the colonial government. A
sun of 200 pounds was voted to Methodists for the rebuilding of
the Harbour‘Grace chapel which had been distroyed by fire. This
was the first time that government help was offered to the
lHethodists for the erection of church buildings.

The lewfoundland Methodists were slowly winning their
battle against isolation, adversity and ignorance. They were
constantly reminded by the Missionary Committee to keep their
- expenses at a minimum and they were never sure of local con- .
tributions. Yet they clung tenaciously to this rather than
become part of a larger organization of the Methodist Districts
in eastern British North America. They were conscious of their
denendency and were unwilling to be regarded as second rate in

" 2 Union which they feared would not understand their position

nor be sympathetic to their needs.

70. PFaulkner to W.M.S. February 15, 1850, lMethodis?
Magazine, August, 1850, vol. LXXIII. p. 895.

\



78
CHAPIER V

OBSTACLES TO PROGRESS

The rapid growth of Methodism from a single missionary
in 1765 to the organization extending from Fortune Bay along
the south-east coast to Green Bay was not without its problems.
Many of the difficulties'facing the Methodists have been dealt
with as they confronted the movement. There were, however two
major problems which plagued the Methodists almost incessantly.
The right of the Methodists to solemnize marriage was a bone
of contention until the 1830's. Without this right even to marry
their own'adherents; the Methodists were usually regerded as an
inferior group and could not enjoy the independent and secure
position of the Ghurch of England clergy. The finahcial problem
was more serious. It was the main factor upon which progress
depended; yef 1p.was so interwoven with the country's economy
that the missioﬁaries could do very little about it. '

When Lawrence Coughlan came to the island in 1765 marriages,
either religious or civil, were rarely performed. An attempt
was made in 1764 to correct this situation. Article 24 of the
instructions to Governor Palliser stated; "You are to take
special -care that a table of marriages, established by the Cannons
of the Church of England be hung in every orthodox church or
chapel and duly observed".l Palliser reported that marriage

y ‘ ' i e General
1., C.0. 194/17. Remarks made in obedience to_the
Articlés of His Majesty's instruction to Governor Palliser
relating to trade and Fishery in Newfoundland 1764.




ceremonies were celebrated where there was a minister, and

by justices when asked, but "the greater part of the inhabitants
live as mere savages without religion, without marrying or
christening their c‘hildren".2 The inhabitants cannot be held
completely responsible for these conditions, since with only

two missionaries in the island Christian rites were not available.
The desire to obtain these rites 'was: evidenced in 1771 by
Coughlan's marrying twelve couples and christening thirty-eight
infants and forty-one adults.3 These instructions to Palliser
regarding the celebration of marriages appear to be in accordance
with Lord Hardwicke's marriage Act of England of 1754. According
to this Act a legal and valid marriage was one celebrated by a
Church of England Clergymen after due publication of the banms.,

It is difficult to see the logic in applying this Act to
Newfoundland where therg Qere only two Church of England clergymen.
-Even with. the provision that in the absence of the clergy the
ceremony could be performed by the Justice of the peace, it was
s8till very difficult for many of the inhabitants to become legally
married. Although this was the procedure laid down by FPalliser,
there is little wonder that it was not "strictly and conscientiously
observed, >

The Methodist missionaries, in ministering to their adherents,

performed marriages, as they did burials, christenings and other

2. Idem.
. 3. Coughlan to S.P.G., Harbour Grace, Dec. 3, 1771. Calendars
of original letters of S.P.G. received from North America 1702-1799.

vol. Be.
4. JOYCE, G.H., Christian Marriage. (London, 1948), p.l42-143.
5. C.0. 194/39 G.C., Jenmer to Gov. Waldegrave, St. John's,
August 26, 1797. , '
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religious rites. The S5.P.G. missionaries resented the iiethodists!
performing marriages, since it deprived them of their fee and
took away the priority which they held under Palliser's
instructions. In November 1796, Charles Garland, Justice of
the Peace for Harbour Grace, issued a warning to any "who perform
the ceremony of matrimony without being legally authorized thereto!
M though Garland did not say who 'legally authorized persons'
were, it is obvious that the purpose of the notice was to prevent
the solemnization of marriage by anyone except the Church of
England clergy and the Justices of the Peace. The llethodists
paid no attention to the warning. ~In 1797 Governor Waldegrave
received reports from two S.P.G. missionaries that unauthorized
persons, including a dissenting minister, were performing the
marriage ceremony in Conception_Bay.7

In an effort to stop this practice,'Governor Waldegrave
sought iega.‘l. stepé from Chief Justice D'Ewes Coke.® The Chief
Justice informed Waldegrave that the Marrizge Act of England did
not 'extend beyond the seas' and that "offenders cammot be

punished here agreeable to this Law.° However, he pointed out

- that offenders c¢ould be punished under -certain powers of the
Supreme Court and suggested that a Proclamation be issued to

. that ei‘fect.l0 The Préclamation'of‘Governor Waldegrave, October

24, 1797, prohibited the solermization of marriage by any person

e 06
6. C.0. 194/39 Notice of Charles Garland, J.P. Nov. 12, 1736.
7. ©C.0. 194/39 Harris and Jenner to Gov. Waldegrave, August
8. C.0. 194/39 Gov. Waldegrave to D'Ewes Coke, St. John's

August 29, 1797. -
9. ¢.0. 194/39 D'Ewes Coke to Gov. Waldegrave St. John's

August 29, 1797.
10. Idemn.

6

'l
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that "is not lawfully authorized to read and perform the same."
The Froclamation also stated that any marriage contracted by
such a person would be regarded as null and void; children

would be illegitimate and would not be considered as the
rightful heir. HNoreover any man who became married by a person
'not lawfully authorized' would be regarded as a nuisance to
Society and would be Sent back to Eﬁgland.la It was rather
presunptuous on the part of Whidegrave to declare that marriages
were to be celebrated "according to the legal and established.
ceremonies heretofore practised in the island, and whieh alone

nl3

can be considered legitimate before God and man... Con-

' stitutionally there hdd not been a decision as to what constituted
a lawful mérriage in Newfoundland. In 1789 William Grenville,
Secretary of State, officially.stated, "Newfoundland is in no
respect.a British colony ana is never so regarded in our Laws".14
Again on August 29, 1797 Governor Waldegrave was advised by the
chief justice D'Ewes Coke, that the marriage Act of England of
1754 did nof extend beyond' the seas. There was certainly a dire
need for some form of regulation in the solemnization of
marriages, and Governor Waldegrave was fully aware of it. However:
there were no existing laws and the Governor did not have. the
authority to institute them.

The question of the right to celebrate marriages appeared

to be settled. Under the conditions of Governor Waldegrave's

hand o

11. £.0. 194/39 Proclamation of Governor Waldegrave,
Octover 24, 1797

12. Zldem.
13, Tdem,

14. McLINTOCK., A.H. op. cit., Dp. 24.
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Proclemation a couple could not risk being married by anybody
except a Church of England clergyman. No other instances of
Methodists performing marriages were reported to the Governor,
although it is quite likely that this occured in regions not
served by a clergyman of the Church of England.

In 1817 the whole question was again revived. George Cubit,
liethodist Hissionary at St. John's, married a couple on September
25, 1816. The Church of England minister promptly informed
Governor Pickmore that "the Methodist minister have lately taken
upon themselves to soleﬁnize the rites of matrimony in this
town".1? Governor Pickmore's action left no doubt as to who
could solemnize marriage. George Cubit, Nethodist Missionary,
and James Sabine, minister of Congregational Church, were
called before Governor Pickmore and told that the marriage of
protestants by "any other person than a clergyman of the
Established Church, where such a minister was actually resident"
was illegal "although the Acts of Parliament on the subject

y 16

might not be constituted to extend to Newfoundland®. He also

warned them that they were to enjoy the right of religious

worship oniy on condition that they maintain "peaceful quiet

1 . .
behaviour and giving no offence to government". The dissenting

ministers were ordered not to perform the marriage ceremony where

there was a clergyman of the Established Church.

Governor Pickmore forced a solution to the marriage question

15. C.0. 194/59. Rev. David Roland to Governor Fickmore, -

September 28, 1816.
16. Shéh.l94/59.‘Governor Pickmore to Earl Bathurst,

January 7, 1817.
17. idem.




when he reported the problem to the Colonial Office and asked
thot action be taken against George Cubit.18 The Colonial
Secretary, Barl Bathurst, submitted the case to the law officers
to determine if guch marriages celebrated by Hewfoundland
Methodists were legal and valid. On February 4, 1817, Bathurst
was advised .that marriages thus celebrated in Newfoundland were
valid. The report stated that since marriages in Newfoundland
and other settlements of English Protestants were valid when
there were no persons in holy orders among them, "the subsequent
residence of a person in holy orders would not make marriages

19

celebrated by laymen after such residence void". However, on
March 3, 1817, Bathurst was advised that,whereas a report made

by the Attorney and Solicitor General on May 11, 1812, on the
subject of marriage in Newfoundland stated that the'general
Priﬁciple of the Law of England was stated as requiring the
celebration of marriage by religious ceremonies for perfect
regularity of the marriage contract", the marriage performed

by George Cubit on Séptember 25, 1816 was not legal and vz—:.lid.2o
The report expressed the belief that although the person
celebrating the marriage could not be penalized under Ecclesiastical
Law, it waéla ﬁisdemeanour for him to assume public functions and
might be punished under law proceedings of the settlement.

Those conflicting interprétations pointed more strongly than ever

to the need for special regulations regarding the celebration of

18. Idem.
19. T.0, 194/60. W. Garrow and S. Sheppard to Earl Bathurst

Pebruary 4, 1817. i
50 5.6 154/60. T. Robinson to Fav Bathurst, Merch 3, 1817.

21, Idem.
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marriages in Newfoundland.

The Newfoundland Marriage Act of 1817 was an attempt to
bring order out of chaos but it was no solution. The langusge
and terms of the Act were so elusive and vague that it was
almost meaningless. Although it stated that only marriages
celebrated by persons in ‘holy orders' would be considered vaiid,
except where sucil persons were not available, there was no
attempt to define 'holy orders'. The ministers of every denom-
ination regard‘ed themselves in holy orders.23 The Methodists
sought to find out from the Missionary Committee in ILondon if
their. ordination into the Methodist movement gave them the riglgt
to claim holy ‘orderas.‘?4 Although the Committee gave no direct
answer, it informed George Cubit that the Methodists should
"leave marriages to be solemnized by the clergy of the Church
of England".??

The Act of 1817 was no solution. The Methodists were not
sure if they had the right to marry or not. Although the
Missionary Committee advised the missionaries not to perform
marriages, they had no choice in places vhere Church of England
ministers were not available. These situations went unnoticed,
but disputes came from areas where the Church of England clergy
were available sometime during. the year.

The Act of 1824 was more definite although it did not
give Methodists the full right to marry. Under this Act

dissenting ministers and school teachers could receive a licence

25, SABINE, Rev. James, A view of the moral stabe of

Newifoundland with a particular reference 10 the resentl'?ta ‘
religious foleration in the island. (Boston, 1812 ’1gi7 N ‘

24, Cubit to Missionary Committee, June O, g

Incoming Gorrespondence. : '
.-s——-g_.___a._P_____Ts. w61t to Missionary Committee, September 17, 1817.
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from the Governor to perform marriages. However, those persons
could marry only when transportation difficulties made it
inconvenient for the woman being married to get to a church or
chapel of the Established Church of England where devine service
was regularly held.26 The Act stipulated that such marriages
could be celebrated only in the presence of two witnesses and
that an official copy of the certificate, bearing the names of the
couple married, witnesses and the officiating person, was to be
delivered to the Governor or a’'minister of the Church of Englamd.z'7
Although the 1824 Act did not completely satisfy the
Methodists, it made s tremendous improvement in social conditions.
In addition to making 211 marriages legal, vwhether or not the ' ‘
officiating person was acting within the limits of his licence,
~the Act was much more definite thari thé previous one. DNaturally,
the Methodists were anxious to get the widest possible
interpretation of the conditions under which a licensed person
could marry, In 15126 John Corlett,Methodist Missionary at
Trinity, made a test case of the Act. Corlett married a couple
who had come to Trinity to be married by the Rev. Mr. Bullock,
the Church of Engzta;;——;xinister. In defending his action Corlett
explained to Governor Cochrane that Rev. Mr. Bullock was sixty

0r seventy miles away and it would have been inconvenient for the

o e e s

A Collection of Public General Statutes passed in the

26.
Pifth Year of the Reign of His Majesty King George the fourth.

George IV. Cap. 68.
27. Idem.
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woman to have returned home without being married or for her to
wait at Trinity until the Rev. Mr. Bullack returned. He also
pointed out that he did not regard the church at Trinity a place
where 'Divine service is regularly performed' since the Rev. Mr.
Bullock did not officiate at. the service every Lord's Day.

This was a very broad interpretation of the Act. Corlett
was claiming the right to marry because of conditions which
could apply to practically every case where a lNMethodist soleminized
marriage. Corlett realized this and pointed out tlo the Missionary
Committee that he regarded this as an opportunity to see if
Methodists could marry under such conditions.?9 Governor Cochrane
disre-ga.rded these conditions and pointed out that "neither the
letter nor spirit of the Act could warrant the celebration of a
marriage at any place where there was an Established Church and a
resident clergy"?o With this interpretation of the marriage
regulations and the lack of communications in the island, the
Methodists were free to perform marriages wherever thez_'e was no
resident clergyman of the Church of England. Although the Act
did not seriously interfere with the Methodists' work, 1t did
cause them to be regarded as a group inferior to the Church of
England clergy. They still sought complete freedom to solemnize
marriages, but this did not come until the island was given
Representative Government in 1832.

The Methodists were anxious to have freedom %o perform

the marriage ceremony, mainly because they regarded it as their

28. Letter of Corlett fo Governor Cochrane, Nov. 29, 1826.

Incomine Correspondence. ‘
3 Gerrett te MeThodist Committee, July 9, 1827. Ibid.

%0, lIdem,
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right. They pointed out to the Missionary Committee that without
the right to marry they could not be of full assistance to

the inhabitants. DMoreover, the missionaries felt that having
beén denied the right to marry, they could also be denied

the right to bury and christen. Although this whole problem
vas a question of basic rights for the Methodists, it did

not have such an immediate effect on their work as did the
money problem. Without the right to marry the Methodists
lacked prestige; but without the money to support their work,
they had to depend heavily on the Missionary Committee, or
discontinue some part of their work. This is why the Committee
became much more concerned with the financial problems of the
Newfoundland missionaries than with their right to marry.

The problem of finances was a major handicap to the
Methodist work. Apart from the difficulty of getting increased
grants for more missionaries and teachers, the Newfoundland
District could not developea sound financial system. Each
year the Missionary Society in London would express its
dissatisfaction with the amounts drawn on the Society and with
the failure of the District to contribute sufficiently towards
its support. In an effort to meke the District's finances
more stable the Missionary Committee in London suggested in
1821 that definite allowances, made for board and lodging of
breachers, should not be exceeded. 31 At the same time the
Committee set forth the following objectives for the Hewf?undland

bistrict:

31. Missionary Committee to Newfoundlandlggitrict, )
September 14, 1821. Out-going letters 1814 - . g!l
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The two objects to be kept in view, therefore,

are First, to make the liission in Newfoundland
support itself for an approach to this we expect
every year; Second, to make that mission extend
itself, for it is not probable that any new places
however necessitogg will be supplied at the expense
of the Committee. :

Although the Newfoundland missionaries objected to this on

the grounds that the island wes more limited in its resources
‘than any other mission, the Committee did not make any special
profisions. The Committee gave the mission a fixed allowance
and insisted that.they should cut expenses accordingly. In
1833 the Newfoundland grant was set at 850 pourds sterling and

although the Mission's expenses exceeded that amount the Committee

"refused to increase it.

In 1837 the Committee raised the grant to 900 pounds and
allowed the District to keep all the money collec':'l:ed.33 The
Committee intended this to be the solution to Newfoundland's

financial problems and directed the Missionaries to distribute

the money as follows:

This allowance you will not fail to distribute
prospectively at your District Meeting, tgklng .

care to reserve a sufficient sum for cgntlngencles
which may arise during the year, that is

to say, when you have ascertained how the
preachers are to take their stations, you will
appropiate to each station from the gross sum

at the disposal of the District as may be deéemed

just and proper, and thus each Brother will ¥now what
he has to depend upon, and the people will know
what they have to do in order to meet the expenditure
ofthe station or circuit to which they belong.

This plan would have eliminated the yearly deficiency

facing the Committee. EFach missionary would have been responsible

320 Idem. . ' T
33. Tetter to Newfoundland District, March 16, 1837. Ibid.
34‘- Idema '

N
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for the finances of this circuit -and expenses would Have.been
kept within the limits of the money available. However,

the plan did not work that way. The Newfoundlend missionaries
wvere reluctant to discontinue or neglect any part of their work.
The circuits of the District continued to shqw deficiencies,

and they kept asking the Committee for incieased grants . The
problen of finances cont;nued to face both the Newfoundland
Mission and the Missionary Committee. In fact, it was one of

the main considerations in Newfoundland's union with Eastern

British America.o?

The District's resources obtained locally were very
limited and insecure. The 0peratioﬁ of the 'credit system'
precluded the use of money and placed high prices on commodities
to be sold. The Missionary Committee was not fully aware of
these conditions and their effects on the Methodists. In 1833
the Newfoundland District concisely explained to the Committee

its source of income locally:

We beg here for the information of the.comm;ttee

to state that our income in this land 1s raised

by three methods. The first is by cash received
which is brought to the standard of the Spanish
dollar... .

The second method is by what is called in the '
commeréial phrase of this country 'turnings in’,
thet is, those of our congregation who have not cash
at their command give unto the merchants' stores
fish or oil and this is transferred %o the credit

of the missionaric's and as it is produce taken from
the planter in account current for the year and nob
as cash prices we cannot demand caslk
The third method (but much more limited than any of
the former) is this, the missionary ever desirous
of augmenting his income %o the utmost takes whatever
the circumstances of the people can bestow such as n
potatoes, cabbage, hay, wood or indeed anything whlc

.
o —_—— —— e

35. See dhapter‘VII;

h from the merchant
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he can dispoée of... The first method is small
and limited; the second is a2 decided disadvantage
and the third is sometimes an actual loss and

~in no case do we rece;ve.stegéing as it respects
money raised in owr mission.

The missionaries were almost as dependent on the merchant
as was the inhebitant. Contributions to the missionaries were
either fish which was sold to the merchant,or an order which
could be filled by the merchant only when the fisherman's
account was balanced.37 These contributions were received by
"going from stage to stage to ga%héf in their fish and see it
shipped off for market, or go with list in hand from door to
door and then convey it to the merchant". 58 Tye high prices
of most commodities was a further drawback. In 1823 the District
Meeting explained that the merchants placed an advance of 75
per cent'on goods or supplies issued on the credit of the
fishery. On goods issued in barter or on account for cash, an
‘advance of 45 to 50 per cent was charged.39 Such prices not
oniy made the local subscripﬁions less valuable, but reduced
the value of the money grant from the Committee. The lMissionaries
attempted to avoid these high prices by setting up a depot to
Supply themselves.with'cheaper goods. This would have been
bossible if the éntire . operation could have been carried -out
on a money basis. However, the missionaries received fish

for subscriptions and no merchant: would take it except in

exchange for goods on which he had high profits. The missionary-.

-

Minutes of Newfoundland District Wesleyan Methodist

36.
Shurch, 1829 — 1840, Iinutes 1833. : .
37. Minutes of Annual leetings of Newfoundland District,
18235 _ 1855. Minutes 1827. :

38. Idem.
39. 1Ibid., Minutes 1823.
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thereforé, was as dependent on the merchant as was the fisherman.

Under these conditions the missionaries faced prosperity
or poverty with the fisherman. They could not regulate the
finences for their circuits or budget for a yéar's work, yet they
were constantly faced with the demand from the Missionary Committee .
to become self-supporting. Regular contfibutions from class
meetings, chapel collections, and pew rents were an important part
of lMethodist financing, but these were almost useless in the
Newfoundland Mission.

These probléms had a far-reaching effect on Methodism in
Newfoundland; The marriage question left the Methodist missionaries
bewildered and to some extent helpless. The Marriage Acts of
England of 1754 and 1817 did not extend to Newfoundland. According
to Earl Bathurst, Colonial Secretary, marriages in Newfoundland
were regulated by common law until 1524.ED The action of Governor
Waldegrave in 1797 and Governor Pickmore in 1817 to prevent the
Hethodists from celebrating the marriage ceremony was not based on
ény law or regulation of the Colonial Office. With the exception
of places in which o Church of England missionary was stationed,

The Methodist preéchers were the only people who were available

to perform the marriage ceremony. Yet in 1816 Governor Pickmore

declared that the practice of the Methodists in solemnizing

marrisges "was and slways has been absolutely unlawful ~ that

Persons married by us [ﬁethodisté} were living in adultry and that

ature Bill in House

' d Judic
40, Debate on Newfoundlan Debates of England,

of Lords. April 13, 1824. Parlismentary
(London, 1825), Vol. XI. p. 392.
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the children were illegimate".41 Such accusations by Governor
Pickmore branded the Methodist preachers as immoral and
lawless. It was on the basis of this that John Bell,
Chairman of the Newfoundland District 1822, reported to the
Methodist Missionary Society in England that because of the
marriage laws three-quarters of the children born are illegitimate?2
The fact that the Methodists were not permitted to celebrate
marriages relegated them to a position below that of the Church
of England Missionary and tended to weaken their position.

The lack of sufficient funds had a2 more direct effect
on the mission. The irregularity of finances prevented any
long range planning. After the District was given a definite
money grant by the Missionary Committee there was a deficiency
almost every year. Although the Committee urged the missionaries
to avoid this by Budgeting in advance, they could not predict
their local revenue. Since the local revenue changed from

year to year so did the deficiency. William Faulkner,.

missionary at Carbonear explaihedthe situation in 1843 when

7 >

he reported to the Committeej."Money is not in circulation
among our labouring people; we cannot therefore make
congregational collections, as is done in other places".
The_Missionary Committee in London was anxious to have the
Newfoundland mission self-supporting and contributing to the

general mission fund,but the unique conditions in Hewfoundland -

" 41. George Cubitt to Methodist Missiongry Sgciety.2
Sept. 16, 1817. Incoming Correspondence. op. cit. item 182.
42. Minutes of Methodist Missionary Society Committee,

January 15, 1823. .
Y 43: Faulkner to Methodist Missionary Committee, Jan. 4,

1843, Methodist Magazine, April 1843, vol 66, p. 352,
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prevented the llethodists from meeting those demands and the
demands made on them in their District. This situation did
not apply to the Methodists alone in Newfoundland, in all

aspects of development the island could not financially look

after its own needs ~- A situation which lasted for decades.
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CHAPTER VI

THE CONTRIBUTION TO EDUCATION

Educational and missionary work by the Methodists in
Newfouhdland began simultaneously. ZFrom the very beginning
of their ministry the Methodists were conscious of the need
for educationel services. Their contributions to the
development of education in Newfoundland may be studied under
the following divisions:

l. Their attempts to provide educational services
prior to government aid in 1836;

2. Their stand on denominational education;

3. Their part in providing secondary education.

The concern of the early Methodist missionaries for
education was a result of the emphasis placed on it by the
Wesleys. As John Wesley visited the various parts of England,
he became more and more aware of the need for formal
instruction. Through day schools and Sunday schools, Methodism
provided instruction for thq youth of its parishes in the arts
of reading and writing as well as in Biblical teaching. This
genuine interest in education permeated the whole Methodist
movement. Thus, the Methodist missionaries were continually
conscious of the lack of instruction and endeavoured 1o provide
it from their own resources or by help from the Methodist

Hissionary Society.
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The earliest educational efforts of the Methodists
began with Lawrence Coughlan and John Hoskins. Coughlan
reported in 1767: "We have in this Harbour | Harbour Gracé]
about ninety children that are able to come to school,
and as there was no schoolmaster I thought it would be
well to get ore in order to teach the poor children to-
read and write".l In 1771 Coughlan sent a petition to the
S.P.G., asking for a stipend for the new school teacher.2
Mr. John Griggs was appointed school teacher and in 1771
reported 80 scholars. It is true that Coughlan was working
under the S.P.G. at this time, and the school was and
continued to be operated by that Society. However, the
Hethodist influence and interest of Coughlan cannot be discounted.

John Hoskins began the . first Methodist school at 0ld
Perlican in 1774. In a letter to Wesley he wrote: "The
people received me, and were glad of someone to teach
their children, there being about fifty families in the
place".” Hoskins ceme with the intention of teaching
school, but was also active in preaching and spreading
Methodism to the nearby settlements. His letters to Wesley
deal entirely with his preaching and have practically no
reference to his teaching. Thus, it is impossible to

evaulate his educational efforts.

1. Coughlan to S.P.G. Oct. 28, 1767, Transcript of

Letters to S,P.G. op. cit.

2. Ibid, ' _

3. John Hoskins to Wesley, Arminian Magazine,
January 1785, p. 26. '
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With the appointment of regular missionaries to the
island at the beginning of the nineteenth century, the
educational service expanded to some extent. In some cases
the missionaries began regular day schools and gave instruction
in reading and writing. James Bulpitt reported from
Carbonear June 12, 1805: "My wife has been inAthe habit
of teaching from twenty to thirty children to read, write
and work for near seven years past".4 In 1813 a school for
girls was opened in Carbonear, again under the guidance of
the missionary's wife, lMrs. Bushby. Reports from the
missionaries during this period contain reference to children
learning to read and to schools being held by missionaries
or teachers whom they secured.5 But these early efforts
of Methodists missionaries, however genuine, were sporadic.
.The frequent change of missionaries and the absence of a
missionary in many circuits made continuous work impossible.
However, the missionaries continued to operate schools
wherever it was possible, and they never ceased to request
help from the Missionary Society in England.

The great need for educational services apPeai'ed to
be met in 1823 by the formation of the Hewfoundland School
Society. It was begun by Samuel Codner, an English merchant
who carried on a business in kewfoundland, and was to provide

free instruction for the inhabitants. The Society was begun

4, James Bulpitt or Dr. Coke, June 12, 1805, Ihe

Methodist Magazine, August 1806, p. 378 ' '
5. James Hickson to IMissionery Committee, January 10,

1822, Ibid. vol. 1, series 3, 1822, p. 270.
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in England and financed by contributions solicited by branch
societies which were formed in various parfs of the Britisn
Isles.6 The Methodists welcomed the Society's efforts, and
on June 24; 1823 the Methodist Missionary Committee resolved:
"That a subscription of twenty pounds a year for at least three
years be made to the committee of the Newfoundland School |
Society" on the assurance of the latter committee "that
the children in Newfoundland schools be at liberty to
attend at their respective places of worship to which
their parents or friends may wish to take them".7

The Methodists soon became dissatisfied with the
Newfoundland School Society. The faet that it was biased
in favour of the Church of England must have made the
Methodists suspicious.C The Society's schools were not
placed in areas where the Methodists were sjrongest, and
did not directly serve their needs. Moreover, the Néwfoundlgnd
School Society found it necessary to conduct -its. schools
on Sundays, especially in summer. This was entirely
unacceptable to the Methodists since it interfered with their
an Sunday schools. In June 1825, the Methodist Missionary
Committee resolved ¥that the application for twenty pounds

for the"Newfouﬁdland School Society... be paid this year but

6. ROWE Fred, op. cit., pp. 38 ~39.

T, Minu%es of’Missionar§ Committee, London. (Extracts)
July 1814 - July 1851, vol. 4.

8. ROWE, Fred, op. cit., pp. 39 - 46.
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before next year an enguiry be made into proceedings and
management of said s,chools".9
.. Although the Methodist Missionary Society supported
the Newfoundland School Society, the Methodists in Newfoundland
~ continued to provide their own schoolé. The Newfoundland
District Meeting of 1823 recommended that the Missionary
Committee allow fifteen or twenty pounds to "a few persons
of real piety and competent ability as schoolmasters".lo
The recommendation was approved and on March 3, 1824, the
Hissionary Committee passed the following resolutions:
l. The Newfoundland District be allowed to
employ three schoolmasters at an average
allowance of twenty pounds but no increase

in the number until the committee approved.

2. General regulations for schools be prepared
by secretaries and reported.ll

The Methodists formally administered their first regular
day schools in 1824. These were located at Blackhead, Bay
Roberts, and Pértugal Cove.12 The location of the former two
seems logical since both places weré Methodist strongholds.
However, the operation of the school at Portugal Cove under
John Curtis has the overtones of early denominational
| competition. In 1819 the S.P.G. opened a school at Portugal

—

9. Minutes of Missionary Committee, op. cit., June 1,

1825, vol 4.
10. Minutes of Newfoundland District Annual Meetings

. 182§ - 18%0. Meeting 1823.
11. Minutes of Missionary Commlttee, 0. cit. ’

March 3, 1824, vol.4.
12. ’ Mlnu%es of Newfoundland District Annual Meetlng_,

1823 ~ 1850. Neeting 1824.




Cove and paid John Curfis, the schoolmaster, the sum of
13 '

twenty pounds. Although, in the employ of the S.P.G.

Curtis was a very devoted and active Methodist, as tre

following excerpt cshows
At Portugal Cove, lMr. John Curtis a respectable
local preacher, and class leader receives from
the S.P.G. a salary of twenty pounds a year as
schoolmaster and reader, by which we have lost
the management of his school, he has been
placed under the superintendency of persons
inimical to Methodism and been prevented from
acting in his usual capacity among us. We are
therefore of the opinion that the work of God
in this circuit would be materially promoted
were the committee to allow him the same sum
wvhich he receives now from the said Society,

by which he would be brought back to the
connexion.l4

John Curtis continued to receive the schoolmaster's
salary from the Methodists, and fhe school was included
in subsequent reports of the Newfoundland District. In
1843 John Curtis left Portugal Cove to continue his work
at Blackhead.

The Methodists regarded education as an important
part of their work, and they endeavoured to maintain a
high standard. The regulations laid down by the Missionary
Committee were exactiﬁg both for teacher and pupil. Since
theése regulations are so basic to early Methodist education,

it is worthwhile to include them in their entirety:

13. ROWE, Fred, op. cit., pp. 28 - 29. .
1. Minutes oflﬁewfoundlénd District Annual Meetings

1823 - 1850. Neeting 1823.
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The committee of the Wesleyan Methodist

Society having determined to employ you as
schoolmaster on one of the stations in
Newfoundland give you the following instructions
by which you are to regulate your conduct in
this capacity.

Personal Conduct

As it is highly expedient on many accounts
that the schoolmaster employed by the committee
of the Wesleyan Mission should be members of the
Methodist Society.it is  expected that you will
continue a steady and consistent member of the
Society at the Station to which you belong and
evince in your conduct a growing attention to
personal religion and an increasing love to
doctrine, discipline and practice of the connexion
nor can you expect to be employed by them any
longer than you continue to act as becometh the
Gospel School regulations.

The following are the regulations by which you are to
be governed in the management of the school or séhools

under your care:

1. Your school is to be open to children of

» all denominations who are willing to conform
to the established rules of the school.

2. In addition to the children for which you
receive the usual school wages you are to
collect as many poor children whose parents
are unable to pay for their schooling, as
you are able to superintend.

3. Por those children whose parents are able
to pay school wages you may recelve a Sull
not exceeding 40 shillings annually for
each child. ) . ]

4. In addition to reading, writing and arithmetic
the children must all be asccustomed to read
the scriptures as soon as they are capable
and taught the first and second catechism
of our connexion. .

5. The school is to be regularly opened with
singing and prayer suited to the minds qf
the children. ]

6. The hours of attendance are to be, in summer
g9 o'clock a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 2 t0 5 p.m;

in winter one session 10 - 3.
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7. On Sabbath days all the children under you
are to be required to attend some place of
public worship and such as are capable to
commnicate to you the following day, what
they remember of the sermon and hymns which
were delivered. ,

8. Tracts which will be furnished by the missionary
are to be lent to the children who can read
to be carried home and read to their parents
and brought back to the school and exchanged
for new ones..

9. Once a2 quarter or oftener, at the direction
of the superintendent missionary, you are to
require the children under your care to attend
a public catechizing in the chapel nearest the
place where it is conducted.

10. Particular attention is to be given to the
morals of the children and every possible
means used to reform them from wicked practise (sic)
to instil into their minds the principles of
true religion. :

1l1. A regular account of the attendance, behaviour,
improvement of the children is to be kept and
an annual or quarterly report of the state of
the school may Eg drawn up by the superintendent
of the station.

One cannot doubf the fact that these schools played a
distinctive role in improving social conditions in Newfoundland.
They were broad in scope, debarring no one who desired
instruction. The fact that the payment of a fee was not
compulsory was very significant, since very few parents possessed
any money a2t all. Although no formal curriculum as such was
outlined, several points'are important. In addition to
instruction in the three R's pupils were giﬁen extra reading |
assignments. The vpractice of ﬁaving pupils take reading materials
home improved their reading ability and helped create an inte?est

on the part of the parents. The presence of reading matter in

15. Minutes of Newfoundland District Annuval Meetings.
1823 - 1855. Heeting 1825. '
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the homes alone was a contributing factor toward cultural
development. The concern for moral training indicates a
desire for improved social as well as educational conditions,
and at this period it is difficult to say which was more
important.

Although religious training was included in the regulations
for these schools, it should not be over-emphasized. The
Methodists had been active in the colony for a quarter of a
century. During that time two other agencies had operated
schools - the 5.P.G. and the Newfoundland School Society. The
former was strictly a Church of England Society and the latter,
although claiming to be non-denominational, became more and
more biased toward the Established Church. In fact, it was
partially for this reason that the Methodists withdrew their
éupport. Consequently, one can more readily understand why
the Methodists infused their educational endeavours with religious
intent. The high standards set for the teachers indicate the
importance placed on exemplary conduct. Moreover, the instruction
given missionaries regarding the supervision of these schools
gave the work an air of urgency and kept bothteacher and
nissionary conscious of their duties.16

Although the Methodists had begun to provide day schools,

pProgress was slow until 1836 when the local assembly began to

naries are to

. : the missio
16. Instructions under which day schools

act who are appointed to those stations vhere
are established, Ibid.
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support education. However, formal instruction continued to
be given in the Sunday schools. Missionary reports from 1820
to 1840 contain frequent references to the work of the |
Sunday school in combating illiteracy. Many of these took
the place of regular day schools and taught the fundamentals
of reading and writing. DMissionaries who had no means of
providing instruction faced the problem in various ways. In
1820 Ninian Barr reported from Trinity Bay that the need of
Ainstruction was met by "gratuitvus teachers working on the
Lord's Dgy". "This plan has been adopted in the place and
attended with the best effects, at present our school contains

nearly 101 childré_n“.17

Thomas Hickson reported in 1822 that

the school at Trinity was under the direction of the magistrate's
wife who was "very useful among the children on Sundays and
Thursdays".l8 A most impressive report from Blackhead in

1831 states tﬁat "many adults have come forward for tuition

who before were altogether careless respecting instruction,

or too high minded to seek it through the medium of a Sunday
school. The numbers in school are males 91, females 54 .M 19
Although the.numbers reported in schools fluctuated from year

t0 year,it is singificant that in 1825, 1344 were receiving

instruction in Methodist Sunday schools.Z0

17. Ninian Barr to W.M.S. July, 1821 Incoming Correspondence,
1819 - 1822. . : . . ey
18. ickson to Methodist Missionary Society, frlnlfy, 5
Jan., 10, 1822. Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. vol. 1, series 3,
1822, p. 270. o
,lg. Wesleyan Missionary Report 0D. cit., 1831, p. 92.
ZOIIbid.’ 1825’ 'V'Ol. 3’ pp. 91 - 97'
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It is impossible to estimate accurately the extent to
which the Methodists' work affected the general educational
conditions of the island. However, there can be no doubt
that it was a significant factor in combatting illiteracy.

The many Sunday schools, a2s well as day-schools, taught
children the rudiments of reading and writing. The fact that
many of those who became active in the educational, political
and mercantile development of the country came from areas
vhere Methodism was strongest, suggests the importance of the
work.21 From Conception Bay in particular came many people
vhose early education began in a Methodist school.

When Hewfoundland was given its first elected Assembly
in 1833 a pattern for education had already begun to develope.
The Methodists, as previously described,.had begun schools in
the areas that they served. Similarly but more extensively
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel and the
Newfoundland School Society had established schools throughout
the island, The S.P.G. was a direct agent of the Church of
England and although the latter society was non-denominational
in the beginning, by 1833 it had become so biased toward ihe
Church of England that it too,was fegardéd as an agent of that
sect. The Roman Catholics, heavily concentrated in the St.
John's area, operated two schools in St. John's and one in

Harbour Grace.22 In 1836 when the Newfoundland House of

21. LENCH, Charles, A Souvenir of the Brigus Methodist.

Jubilee, 1925, (no publisher) pp. 16 - 20._
29, ROWE, op. cit., Ghapters V, VI, VII.
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Assembly decided to give financial aid +to education, it could
do 1little more than support the work already begun. The
Committee of the House of Assembly set up to prepare the
Education Act recommended:
That assistance be given by the Legislature
by immediate grants of money to be placed
at the disposal of the several societies and
individuals who direct and govern, for the
gratuitous education of the poorer classes,
schools of such importance aszgo claim the
attention of the Legislature.
Under this section of the Act the following money grants
were mades

ﬁ%ﬁ Newfoundland and North American School Society

e Nfld. School Society] in St. John's 300 pounds
The Orphan Asylum School in St. John's 100 "
The Presentation Convent School in St. John's 100 "
St. Patricks Free School in Harbour Grace 100 "

The Presentation Convent School'and the 8t. Patricks Iree
School were operated by the Roman,datholics. The Orphan
Asylum School was begun by the-Beﬁevoleﬁt Irish Society and
was non-denominational, but it soon came under the'administration
of the Roman Catholics with a complete Catholic enrolment.
These financial grants therefore were given to the Church of
England and Roman Catholic Schools. | '

The fact, that no such grant was provided for the lMethodists
may be explained‘if not justified. The educational grants in
support of these schools listed in the Act were made to

societies or associations rather than to the denominations.

23, An Act for the Encouragement of Education 1836..

Journal of the House of Assembly Sixth Session of the First
General Agsembly of Newfoundland, 1836,
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The Methodist schools were operated by the Methodist sect

and 414 not have any non-denominational founding society as

did the other schools. Nevertheless, the Methodist schools
wvere as non-denominational in their teaching and purpose as
were the others. It may also be argued that the Methodists
were a minority group, since in 1845 they constltuted less

than one fifth of the island's p0pulat10n. However in such
places as Brigus, Carbonear, Blackhead and 0ld Perlican they
had had an overwhelming majority and had maintained continuous
educatiohal-serviceé. Possibly a more logical explaination
lies in the fact that the Methodists were in no way connected
with politics. As yet there was no one to champion their cause
in the House of Assembly; nor had any.officialldf the Methodist
District made representation to the House for a share of the
 educational grant. Had the Chairmen of the District made such
8 request it would mosf likely have been granted, since a
similar request from Bighop Pleming had been approved. Om
February 12, 1836, just two days after the Assembly had set

up a Committee to prepare the Education Bill, the Roman Catholic
~ Bishop petltloned the House for aid in support of the newly
organized Presentation Convent School. The petition was referred
%o the Committee for the Education Bill and the request was
included in the Commlttee 8 recommendatlons.24 Since tbe
Hethodists failed to claim and receive any special grants from

the Govermnment, the only aid they received must have come

24, Idem.




107

indirectly under the second provision of the Education Act.

The Act went on to cite the need for elementary schools
in the various outport settlements but added that sufficient
funds were not available to meet this exigency. Consequently
the Act stated that;

in those harbours wherein the inhabitants

generally, or benevolent societies or

individuals give practical illustration

of their desire to promote education by

the erection or establishment of school

houses, a preference in the apportionment

of the funds should be given as a reward

for the past and an incentive to future

exertion.?2
The Act provided for the setting up of a Board of Education
in each of the nine electoral districts. Each board was to
receive an allocation of funds in proportion to the population
of the district.

The members of these boards were to be appointed by the
Governor and during the summer and autumn of 1836 lists of
persons constituting boards were sent to the respective
districts. There were thirteen appointees for each board,

. and the person whose name appeared first on the list was
asked to convene a meeting. Unfortunately the records do not
show the religious affiliation of these members but the
appointments of clergymen to these boards indicate that

membership must have been in accordance with the strength of .
Methodist preachers

In the other

each denomination in the distriect.

were appointed to five of the nine boards.

25. Idem.
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four districts there were véry few Methodist adherents and

no regular Methodist preacher. The 'board for the Conception
Bay District had in its membership two preachers from each of
the three religious denominations - Church of England,
Hethodists and Roman Catholics. The boards in the other
districts had one preacher from each major denomination.

The following '.table shows the population of each di.strict
according to religious denominations and the proportion of

the Education Grant allocated to each district. 26

" Portion of

Protestant Protestant  Roman Education
Districts Episcopalians _Dissenters Catholics _Total _ Grant
Conception Bay - 6,819 6,333 10,063 23,215 400 pounds
Trinity Bay 4,098 1,639 1,066 6,803 125
Burin 67 1,095 1,3% 3,140 100 "
St. John's 3,813 1,057 14,056 18,926 200 "
Bonavista 3,473 461 1,249 5,183 100 "
Tvillinget
& Fogo e 4,022 45 : 819 4,886 125
Placent |
& S:? nM:;y\'-a 710 ' 6 3,985 45701 200 "
Ferryland 313 - 4,98 5,1 15 O
f
Fortune Bay 2,821 - 308 3,129 125
Totalsg 26,740 10,636 37,718 75,09 1500 pounds

26. Census Returns 18356. Appendix to Journal of House

- Assembly 1836. opw cit. . -
d an Act for Encouragement of Education 1836. op. cit.
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Although the Education Act of 1836 supported the previously
established denominational schools, it was not the governmeptfs
intention to promote denominational education. The second part
of the Act which provided grants for the newly appointed boards
indicated the government'é desire to set-up nonQdenominational

~ schools. Each board was to draw up a set of bye=-laws or
regulations for the operation of schools unﬁer its jurisdiction
ahd have them approved by the Governor. It is in the formation
and adoption of these regulations that we find the first signs
of denominationalism. The problem lay in the question of
religious instruction and the use of the Bible in the schools.
Since the solution to this problem influenced later educational
policy a close examination will be necessary.

The Board of Education for St. John's had settled the
question of religious instruction to the complete satisfaction
of its members and the Governor. In fact the Governor frequently
recommended the solution to other boards. The seventh bye-law
of the St; John's Board stateds

That all ministers of religion shall have
power to visit the schools under the control
of the board, and from time to time withdraw.
the pupils of their communions for the purpose
of imparting to them Religious instruction for
which every facility shall be afforded by

teachers, but no ministe? shall bezgermitted to
‘impart such instruction in school.

' Education
27. Education Report for St. John's Board of at:
Journal of LegislativePCouncil of Newfoundland 18%6 - 43.
Appendix to 1836 session.




In districts where the population was predominately of

one religion the problem did not exist. In the district of

Fortune Bay wvhere the population was almost entirely Church

of England there was no mention of religious instruction in

the bye-laws. In the districts of Placentia - St. Mary's and

Ferryland, where the population was very heavily Roman Catholic

the boards stated that nothing of a sectarian nature nor any

book having religious tendencies would be permitted within

the schools. In the Burin district, where the Methodists and

Roman Catholics were equally strong there was no disagreement.

The eight bye-law stated that "no book shall be used except

as approved by the Board whose aim it shall be to select books

vhich camnot give any reasonable offense to members of any

28
religious denomination'. The Board also adopted the seventh

bye~law of the St. John's Board.

Dissension came mainly from the distracts of Bonavista,

Trinity, Twillingate - Fogo and Conception Bay. With the

exception of Conception Bay the population in these districts

was predominately Church of England. However, dissension was

not within the boards but between the boards and the Governor.

The sixth regulation of the Twillingate Board of

Education stateds

In those settlements where the children to be
taught in the same school are some of them
of the Protestant and others of the Roman
Catholic denomination, the Holy Scriptures
of the 01d and New Testament shall not

L. -

f Burin.

. District o
28, Education Report for the Dis dland 1836

- 43,

Journal of the Legislative Council of Newfoun
Appendix to 1836 session.




be excluded from the former; and that
children of the latter shall be taught to
read in such books as aheir parents or
guardians approve of.2

The Governor fefused to sanction this rule but the Board
re-affirmed its refusal to change it.

The situation in the District of Bonavista was similar,
Although no provision was made for religious instruction, the
Governor objected to the use of the Bible and suggested that
the Board adopt the seventh rule of the St. John's Board. The
Bonaviste Board objected to the Governor's demands gince the
Roman Catholic members of the Board did not object to the use
of the Bible and Roman Catholic pupils attended schools where
the Bible was used prior to the 1836 Act. The Governor finally
pernitted the Board to operate under its original rules but he
insisted on the right to disallow the rule permitting the ﬁse

of the Bible if it became necessary.Bo

In the District of Trinity the Governor would not sanction
the regulations of the Board of Education unless the use of the
Bible was completely divorced from schools that Roman Catholic
Pupils might attend. As in the case of Bonavista the Governor
agreed to allow the reguwlations on condition that the rule
permitting the use of the Bible be rescinded if any difficulties

should arise. The Bozrd refused to accept the condition. The

29, Education Report for the District of Twillingate
Ibid, -
30, Idem.
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Governor replied that he regretted the determination of the
Board and that, "he wished for the present to deprive the
District of the benefits of the Education Act." 31
The question became much more controversial in the

Conception Bay area. The Board of Education for that district
stated in its eleventh bye-law:

That the authorized version of the Holy

Scriptures (without note or comment) be

added to the books already proposed and

adopted by this Board, and that an hour

(either before or after regular school

hours) be appropriated for the reading

of such by the children of the parents

who desire it, and that after such time

the scriptures shall be removed from the

school room.”
A letter of protest was immediately sent to the Governor.
The letter pointed out that this was against Roman Catholic
principles and totally unéccaptable to the Homan Catholic
members. It also stated that if this regulation was enforced
the Roman Catholic pupils would have to be withdrawn from
the schools and Roman Catholic members on the Board would be
obliged to resign.33 The letter was sent by four Board
members, obviously Roman Catholic. Two of these were
clergymen and two were members of the House of Assembly for

Conception Bay. The Governor notified the Board that he could

authorize expendituie only in accordance with the bye-laws

31. Education Report for the District of Trinity.
Journal of Le islativepCOuncil ﬁpr yewfpundland 18%6 — 1843,

AppendTx 1o 1836° sesSionv". T B .
32, Education Report for the Board of Conception Bay.

%Purnal of Legislative Council of Nfld. 1836 - 43.
ppendix to 1836 session. '

: 33. TLetter from Mackin, Dalton, Brown and Power 1o
' Governor Prescott, Harbour Grace. 1836. Ivid. -
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and suggested that the regulation in question be replaced

by the seventh rule of the St. John's Board.34 The

Conception Bay Board passed a resolution expressing regret

that the Governor refused the free use of the Bible to
Protestant children. The Methodist preachers Rev. 'J. Pichavant
and Rev. J. Haigh supported the resolution. The Protestants
also declared that they would réfuse to send their children

to, schools where the Bible was excluded.

This dissension between the Protestants and Roman Catholics
brought a wider separation between the two groups. At the
beginning of the controversy an unsuccessful attempt was made
at a board meeting to divide the education grant for that
district among the three religioﬁs groups. Again at a meeting
held August 31, 1836 the Board resolved,

That the money voted by the Legislature under
the Education Act. for the District be drawn
by the Chairman, and that a memorial be
presented to the Legislature for a division
of the same, with any future sums that may
be woted, between the Protestants. and 35
Roman Catholics according to the census.

It is not surprising that the Conception Bay Board took
such a stand. Conception Bay was the most heavily populated
district in the whole island. It was also the district in
which the three religious groups were most evenly.divided,

and where each group was large enough to operate its own

——

J. Burt Chairmen of

Ibid.
“Power to

34, ZLetter from Gov. Prescott to Rev.
‘the Board of Education for Conception Bay.

35, ILetter from Mackin, Dalton, Brown &
Governor Prescott. Ibid. .
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school independently of the other two. DMoreover, the
distribution of population tended to encourage such a move.
Each religious group was concentrated in a distinct region.
The Methodists had an enormous majority along the north shore
frbm Freshwater to Loﬁer Island Cove. The Church of England
were concentrated in Portegrave, Bay Roberts and Harbour Grace
The Roman Catholics were dominant in the area of Carbonear,
Mosquito and Harbour Grace. These patterns had been established
before most of the other districts werélpepmanently settled.
The Methodists and Church of England had been operating Sunéday
§chools and day schools in these areas without having to give

any consideration{to the other group. Thus, while the Act of 1836

where educational systems were being organized, it could not

havé been imposed on the already denominational and sectarian
institutions of Conception Béy without some reaction. 4s the
iargest single religious group in the district the Roman Catholics
were upholding their religious principles and Church teachings.

Aé almajority group the Protestants were reluctant to have

their school policy and religious principles chenged to

accomodate Roman Catholic pupils who in many instances, would

rot be attending their schools.

The question of the use of the Bible in schools finally

came before the House of Assembly. Unable to find a’ solution
to the problem Governor Prescott advised the Board of Education .

for Conception Bay that it was his intention, "to submit to the

Legislature all the proceedings and correspondence which have.

i to
taken place in connection E}th the Education Act, and
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Ay
36

recomnend the subject for revision and most serious consideration."
Te Board of Education for Bonavista received a similer notice
from the Governor in December 1836.
e ‘mendment to the Education Act passed in 1838 re-affirmed

ire Goverment's intention to set up undenominational schools.
The Amendment stated; '

A1l ministers of Religion shall have power %o

visit the schools under the control of the Boards

of Educztion. Provided, nevertheless that no

minister shall be permitted to impart any

religious instruction in the school or in any

way to 1 jierfere in the proceedings or managenent

thereof.
It also stated that "no book dealing with Religious TDoctrines
or peculiar tenets of any particular or exclusive church_ or

: o 8 . .
Religious Society could be used in the schools.3 This did

little more than incorporate the Governor's ruling to the various

boards. It dié not settle the differences between the Protestants

and Roman Catholics.

As m:r.ght be expected strong protests cane from the |
Conception Bay Board. At the first neeting of the Board after
the 1838 Amendment the only five Protestant members present

resigned. In = letter to the Governor they explained that they .

resigned from the Board because;

1. It [fne Amendment] purports %0 be an
exclusive enactment to the pre;udlc_ze
of the majority of the population 11
this District.

lztive Council

36. Educatioh Returns, Journal of the Legis
1833 - 41. Appendix to 1836_sesslon. o586, Jo of the

%7. Amendment to the Bducation Act,
House of Assembly 1838. \
38, Idemn. _
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2. Because z more efficient and liberal

system might have been adopted; a systen
which would have placed every inhabitant

on an equality of privilege, and which

would have superseded every feeling of
discontent, by meeting the peculiar
sentiments of each denomination; i.e.

by a division of the Colonial Grant of
‘money according to the population, to

be appropriated for the purposes of .
Education with due regard to the respective :
privileges of each, without the dictation - _ §
or interferengg of one part of the community

on the other.”~

Among those resigning members were the Rev. J. Burt, Episcopal

Missionary and Chairman 6f the Board, and the Rev. J. Pickavant,

Hethodist missionary. ' Q
During the controversy iﬁ the Conception Bay district 1836 - é

1843 the division was clearly-bétween Prbtestants and Roman |

Catholics. The Methodist reﬁresentatives on the Board of

Education had followed the Church of England in their demands

for some form of Religious Imstruction in schools, and in their

stand against the Amendment of 1838. It was not until larch,

1843 that the Methodists of Conception Bay made representations
tb the Government as an independent group. Their petition
expressed theirrdissatisfaction with the Act of 1836 because it
attempted "to educate children of different and conflicting
creéds under one general scheme of intellgctual training" and
that "it involved such a compromise of religious principles, such

. . . . [ .
a tampering of things sacred as to render it entirely objectionable"”.

= s oo gy

39, Education Report of Conception Zay Board. Journal of

Legi ive C il 18335 - 41. Appendix 1838. )
SlzgfvePegggggn %f Faulkner and thc Methodists of ggngggtlon
Bey to the House of Assembly, March 13, 1843. Journal of the

General Assembly of Newfoundland 1843 - 1845.




The petition also maintcined that more good would have been

accomplished.. if the grant had been divided according to the
religious bodies, and suggested that the division be made in
the money to be voted for education in the 1843‘session.

‘Although this petition was submitted by the Methodists
it contained nothing more than the views expreésed by the
Protestant .‘embers of the Board of Education in 1836. This
was the view. of a Protestant méjority on an educational system
in vhich the Government appeared to favour Roman Catholic demands.
The petition of the Conception Bay Methodists? therefore, was a
re-stating of the demands of thé GonCeption Bay Protestants
rather than a.. statement of Methodist educational policy. In
view of the fact that the religious groups were so evenly divided
in this area, a division in the grant would not have made much
difference except that the Protestént schools would have been
free to continue their'Religious Instruction. However, in no
other district nor in the island as a whole, would this have been
50 fof the Methodists.

The Eaucation Act of 1843 made provisions for denominational
education. The grant was to be divided petween the Protestants
and Roman Catholics and a Board of Education for each was to be
set up in each district. Although there was no division
provided for in the Protestant grant, the rights and needs of
the Methodists were safeguarded. Definite sums were to be
allocated from the Protestant grant and paid to Methodists "upon

indication of a certificate that a school or schools is or are 1n
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operation under the management of the Wesleyan Methodists in
each district respectively“fl1 The Act also stated that a
~clergyman of every religibus denomination in the district

would be a member of the Board and that "the remainder of the
Board shall consist of Protestants of whom a majority shall be
of.yhe same réligious persuasion as the majority of Protestants
resident within the said district".42 The Act of 1843 vas
extremely generous to the Methodists. There is no doubt that
this was partly due to the efforts of Richard Barnes, member

of the Assembly for Trinity and to Joseph Noad, member of the
Legislative Council. In their District Meeting 1844 the
Hethodists.paid tribute to these men for their service "in -
promofing the interests of Wesleyan schools in the island".

The ascistance received from the Act enabled fhe Methodists to
expand their educational services considerably. Control of the
schools lay with the Newfoundland District now rather than with
the Methodist Missionary Cormittee in England. Regular reports

on day schools were contained in the District Meetings and

In 1844 new

committees were set up to plan educational policy.
' 44

schools were built at St. John's, Carbonear, and 01d Perlican.

In 2ddition to the regular sums provided in the Act, the Methodists

also received special grants amounting to one hundred and seventy-.

, ‘ v 4
five pounds for building schools. E

41. An Act for the Encouragement of Bducation 1843. Journal
of the General Assembly of Newfoundland 1843 - 45.
42, ldem,

s . . > 844.
4%. Tinutes of the Annual District Meeting 1 ] _
44, Minutes of Newfoundland District Annual Meetings 1823 55

" Minutes of 1843. _ )
45, Idem. And Resolutions of the Legislative Asse

QQE££§;¥pf the House of Assembly, 1844.

mbly 1844,
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The report of the Day School Committee to the District
ileeting of 1847 outlined two important educational needs, For
three years the lMethodists operated six schools under the 1843
Education Act. The Committee reported that these were insufficient
and too few to meet the needs of the people. It recommended that
the number be increased to thirteen, some loeated.culthe'northéeést
and south-west coésfs.- The second recommendation asked that two
trained teachers ffom England be placed at St. John's and
Conception Bay.46 The Committee felt thattwo such teachers would
raise school standards and provide guidance and- inspirstion for
the local teachers.?! This would increase the prestige of the
Hethodist schools and put them on a par with the schools of the
Fewfoundland School Society whose teachers were trained in
England. Both these recommendations of 1847 were timely. The-
1843 Education Act was to expire in two years, and the lethodists
wére making a bid for increased aid in the new Act of 1851.

The division of the educational grant between Protestants

and Roman Catholics in 1843 caused little concern, but the

possibility of a further division in the Protestant grant became

a controversial issue in 1850-51. The idea of such a division

had been expressed on previous occasions by members of the

Conception Bay Board of Bducation. However the question did not

become a real issue until a petition from the Church of England

in the Burin district, requesting a division in the Protestant

46, Minutes of Newfoundland District Armual Meetings 1823-55.
Hinutes of 1843.
47. ldem.
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grant, was presented to the House of Assembly Pebruary 7, 1850.48

A similiar petition from the Church of England Bishop, clergy
members 61‘ the Church of England in St. John's was presented
to the House of Assembly at the same session. The petition
asked that§ since a division had been made between Protestant
end Roman Catholiec, and since specific grants were allocated for
Wesleyan Schools, the . Protestant grant be divided between the
Church of Englend and Dissent.ing Protestanté on the bases of
popula,t:i.on.49

The proposed division became a burning issue throughout.
the island as well as in the Legislature. The Church of England
people were divided over the issue but a large majority favoured
it., During the 1851 session of the Iuegi'sla“bure seventeen petitions
from the Church of England clergy and church membgrs were presented
supporting a division. Two petitions from Church of England
conmmities opposed the division. It is interesting to note that
one of these came from Harbour Grace and was supported by some
of those who had asked for a division in‘."l:he grant to the
Conception Bay Board in 1836. However, the position of the
Church of England was officially expressed by Bishop Feild in

1852, He explained that "the chief and special object of requiring

for the Church its just pbrtion of the legislative grant, is that

be insti'ucted among other

the poor children in the church may | ,
. nts without let or -

things, in the religious belief of their pare

bt antn e e e o ot S G GO S

— e e s e e

: 1850.
48. The Newfoundlander. I‘ebru%::cl‘zr;&_ snd others, for a

49, Petition from the Bishop, 2 O ineland.
Separate grant for schools in connexion with the Church of Eng :

dournal of House of Assembly. 1850.
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hinderance?.?o He indicated that the Church of England clergy

desired to have complete control over their schoois and pointed

out that “éince the legislature pérmits reliéious instruction

thé Church of England desires its doctrines inculcated in sbhools".51
The position of the Church of England in supporting a

division in the Protestant grant is clear. Since Bishop Feild

vas careful to point out at the begimning of his statement that,

"wy remarks are intended to apply particularly to this Colony and

under its existing circumstances"; there is 1little doubt that

he was endeavouring to get for the Church of England the same
control over education that the Roman Catholi¢s had. The 1843

Act gave Roman Catholics separate . schools operated under their
‘own boards. Moreover, the Roman Catholic Bishop indicated in

1843 that it was essential fo the Catholic Church that he should
“have complete control over educational institutigns, .The Church @D
of England; under Bishop Feild,'were seeking the saﬁe'position. '
It is significant also that they could afford such a'stand.on
denominational educetion.. In ten districts;the amount of the
Protestant grant they lost as a résult of the division, was

almost negligible. In the districts of St. John's and Brigus

they still held more than three fifths of the Prot_estant_grant-
Only in the districts of Carbonear and Trinity South did they

. 52 .
get less than one-third of the Protestant grant. In supporting

the division in the Protestant grant therefore, the Church of

: vision soislative grant for N
50. Remarks on Sub-division of the Leblsv | ‘13 D.D. N
the encouragement of education in this colony by Edward Peild

: . opagation
Bighop of Newfoundland. 1852. B%%%?;:nzgcgzgt:t%—g? —

of the Gospel in Foreign Parts.
' 51. Idem.
52. TSee Appendix F.




England were not losing much financially. Noreover, they were

getting control of their schools and a free-hand to carry on
their Church teachings.

The Methodists were quick to react to the proposal for
denominational education. At a special District Meeting held
on August 14, 1850 they drafted %he.following petition to .
present to the House of Assémbly in 1851.

The petition of the members of the Wesleyan Methodis®
Church and congregation and other inhabitants of
Newfoundland: Humbly sheweth that as_the law which
makes provisions for the support of Elementary schools
will expire at the end of one year from the time of
its enactment your petitioners are led to apprehend
that renewed efforts will be made to effect a
further division of .the sum granted for the support
of Protestant schools.

That from all the information which your petitioners
can obtain from others as well as from thelr
personal knowledge they feel confident that any
further division of the amount appropriated to the
support of Protestant -schools is quite unnecessary
inasmuich as the law which has been in beneficigl
operation for nearly eight years cannot in their
humble opinion be reasonably objected o by any
Protestant in the land especially as 4n the
organization of the District Boards the varlous
classes of Protestants are fully represented and have

control.

Your petitioners w
that further to -divide t ant :
these schools discouragingly inefficient and in

many instances defedat the penevolent gnd patriotic
design of your Honourable House, and in the event

of such a division each Protestant Denomination -

would feel bound to. do all in thed C
religious and secular instruction to the children

of their own people, there wou :
number~0fnpet£y and?rival schools; some of which

' i i i ~ ter

would necéssarily be of an inferior characlier,
these evils, so greaily %o be deplored woul%

 probably be most rife when the people hgv?_ een
least instructed and when social harmqny

ould most respectfully submit
ne said grant would render




is egsential ©o social progress and prosperity:
Tour petitioners do therefore most respectfully
pray that in any measure which may be submitted
to your Honourable House to meke provision for
the support of Elementary Schools, any
proposition for a further division of the grant
among Protestants, may not be entertained, and, also
that a sum more adequate to the wants of the
increasing population of the colony may be placed
at the disposzl of the respective Boards of
Education whereby they might be enabled to

build suitable schoolhouses and to afford %
remunerative salary to competent teachers. 3

In addition to this petition from the Methodist District, protests
came from the various Methodist communities including Conception
Ray. It was agreed at the District Meeting of Auzust 14, 1850
that "a sufficient number of copies of the petition be prepared
and forwarded to our ministers on their respective circuits, so

as to be circulated for signatures, to be presented at the next

54

session of the Colonial Legislature". Consequently, the House

of Assembly received twelve petitions in 1851 - from the Methodists.
In every instance the pétition protested the proposed division
in"the Protestant grant and asked for an increase in the amount
for Protestant education.

| The view takeﬁ by the Methodists on the denominational issue
was realistic as well as far-sighted. The Act of 1843 gave them
special grants for their schools already in operation. Although
they were a minority group inlpractically every district, they
could enjoy the educational faeilities provided for the whole
Protestant majority and have representation.on the Boards of

. . . i ( ed
Fducation. Their complete satisfaction of this system was eXpress |

in the following excerpt from the 1851 petition.

53. Minutes of Newfoundland District Annual Meetings. 1823-1855.

'02. cit., DMnutes of Special Meeting. August 14, 1850.
54. Idem.
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The law-which has been in beneficial

operation for nearly eight years

cannot in their [Methodists petitioneré}

opinion be reasonably objected to by

any Protestent in the land especially

as in the organization of the District

Boards the various classes of Protestants

are fully represented and have control.
4 continuation of this system with increased grants to the
districts would have been in the best interests of the Methodists.
As a minority group it would have been difficult for them to
stand alone with their proportion of the Protestant grant. The
table showing the proposed distribution of the grant for education

- ) e 6
in 1851 give a clear picture of the Methodists pos1t10n.5 In
ten of the fourteen districts in which they were represented,
their share of the district grant was less than one hundred pounds.
In five of these, where their portion was less than ten pqunds,
they would have to join with the Church of England or maintain
their schools zlmost entirely at their own expense. Only in
Cerbonear and Trinity South would they receive a larger proportion
of the grant than would the Church of England.
There is no reason to doubt the sincerity .or validity of

the Methodists' fears that the division in the education grant
WOuld "ereate a numbéi of petty and rival schools"...which would
be 2 detriment to education. However, it must be remembered

that their stand against thé division was also dictated by

economics. In the many areas vhere they were a small minority,

55. Idem.

56. ©Dee Appendix F.
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they would not enjoy the full benefits of the Government's aid
to the same extent that they would have if there were no
division. It is significant too, that subsequent éonditions
have borne out the Methodists' apprehensions of a divided
Protegtant grant. Recent develophents have revealed the
foresight and rational approach of the Methodists in educational
matters. This stand taken by the Methodists in 1850 - 51
continued to be the attitude of the Methodists toward
denominational educational.57

Tﬁe Government's aid to education in Newfoundland forced
the Methodists to be more concerned with.educational policy.
Since the 1843 act provided specific sums to the Methodists on
condition that they operate schools in the various districts,
they were obliged to have their schools administered and
regulated by their own Conference rather thanlby the Missionary
Society in London. The Rules for Day Schools drawn up by the
Newfbundland District Meeting in 1844 indicate that less emphasis
would be placed on sectarianism. The regulations sent to the
Rewfoundland Methodists in 1825 for the operation of their
schools were considerably slanted towards religious training.
In addition to reading the scriptures, learning the catechism,
and attending a public catechizing, the pupils were required to
attend public church services on Sunday. The Tules of the
Newfoundland District in 1844 simply made provision for the

58
resident preacher to give religious instruction once each week.

57. ROWE, Fred op.cit., p. 93. —
5;; Minu%es of’Newfoundlaﬁd District Annual Meetings

1823 - 55, Minutes 1844.
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The Methodists therefore, were becoming more concerned with
providing educational instruction then with sectarianism.

The Education Act of 1852 gave permission for a division \3
of the Protestant grant. The boards in the various districts
did not split along denominational lines immedistely. MNany
boards were slow to take advantage of this and for several yéars
after continued tb operate as a Protestant board. Nevertheless k%
denominational education was a reality and the Methodists began 7
to play their part in the system. In 1851 the Wesleyen Methodist
School Society wes formed to administer all Methodist Schools.59 /
Collections were taken in all circuits to supplement the
government grant. Amounts for various schools were allocated
by the Society, often on condition that certain improvements or
alditions be made to school'propérty.6o

The Methodist School Society was confronted with many
problems. The most difficult ones were raising standards and
finding teaéhers, There were very few teachers available in

Newfoundland. Attempts to recruit teachers from Ireland in 1852

had to be abandéned because "the low state of finances precludes
the possibility of entering into engagements with any persons

61
not resident in Newfoundland." The second attempt to get

teachers was a progressive move. The Methodists began the first

The Methodist Training School opened
and Mrs., Hamilton / ‘

teacher training school.

October 18, 1852 was under the direction of Mr.

' 59. Wesleyan Methodist School 8001etva Minute Book.
1851 ~ 1874. (unpublished)
61. ldem.




who were trained at the Glasgow Normal Seminary.62 In its first

year of operation the ITraining School had ninety trainees. In
1853 the Government provided for the training of teachers and
nade available two hundred pounds to the Training School for
instructing teachers. >

The ﬁethodists had done little towards secondary é@ucation
before 1855. They appeard more concerned with providing
elementary educetion for as many as possible, rather ‘than
providing higher education for a few., However, their reaction
to the government's proposal to begin a college in St. John's
indicates their readiness to become as active as the other

religious groups. The government's attempt in 1843 to set up

a Church of England and a Roman Catholic College was objected

to by the Roman Catholics because the Bishop was not regirded X
as the rightful superior of the Roman Catholic College. The
Conception Bay'Methodists protested the setting up of these two
colleges on the grounds thats |
1. It was unfair to the Methodists since ?hey
' would have no effective influence in either
2. It was unjust to provide sums for the advantage
of o small minority in St. John's while so
many others in the island had no means of
instruction at all. .
3, It was financially unsouund for the young
colony to provide money for aggthlng that
was not avsolutely necessary.
The government decided to set up a non-denominetional academy
62. Idem. ’ . W L. 0 ""‘ .
63. Tdaucation Act of 1853. As quoted in ROWE, Fred op, cit., E
p. 107.

A. ROWE. op. cit., p. 79 o
gg; Petition from ﬁigliam Faulkner and othersf0£ 22§§§ptlon
Day against the College Bill. Journal qf the House of sAssembly.

Harch 18, 1843.
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in 1844, but it too, had very little success. On January 25,

1850 the master of the Academy reported that the system was

not working "because of lack 65 religious instruction”. 66

The report recommended the setting up of three schools 2long
denominational lines. In 1852 the Acadeny was divided into

three divisions; Church of England, Roman Catholic and general
Protestant. The Protestant Academy opened on October 1, 1852,

Its direciors, one of which was James J. Rogerson ardent Methodist
and member of the legislative Council, protested the fact that

the grant for the Academy was far less then that for the Church

of England or Roman Catholic academies., The first master,

Adam Scott reported in 1852 that forty pupils received instruction
in English, History, Geography, Reading, Recitation, Arithmetic
and Writing. Instruction was also given tossome pupils in

Latin, Greék, French, Ceometry and Algebra. ! The object of the
Academy as expressed by the lfaster, Adam Scott was, "the literary
scientific and general education of boys from eight %o sixteen
years of age, whatever may be their views in life! It was
to provide education for 211 "who wish to manage their own
affairs, or rise above the condition of lowest éépenéénce".
This was ihe forerunner of the Wesleyan Academy that wes opened

ilities For out of Town

in 1859 and provided boarding fac

students.

j R ~ = a < - u ‘.: 1850
66. Journal of the House of Assembly. Appendix, L8OV

67. Report of tne Directors of the Generalw?rofgggant
Acadermry., Journsl of the Eouse of Assembly. AppendiX .

68. ldem.
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When the llewfoundland lMethodists became part of the
Eastern British American Conierence they were playing an
important role in the colony's growth. In 1855 they
operated fifteen schools providing instruction to 922
students. Although a minority group, the ilethodists were
sufficiently active 40 have a lasting elfect on educationai
policy; Théy were more concerned with providing a sound
educational system than with denominationalism. However,
once that system was established the Methodists endeavoured
to provide services and facilities vherever they saw the
nee&. It is also significant that they continued to oppose

the denominational system.
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CHAPTER VII

URIOK WITI! EASTERN BRITISH AERICA - 1855

Te merging of the Hethodisf Districts of Eastern British
North America into a self supporting and self governing connexion
was part of the plan adopted by The Methodist Missionary Committee
in Iondon to make its missions independent. This Committee 6f
the Wesleyen Methodist Missionary Society had kept the idea of
such a connexion before the m;ssionaries for a number of years
prior to 1855. The possibility of such a union was foreseen in
1843-1 Although no definite plan was submitted from England,
the Newfoundland missionaries discussed the proposal at their
Annual District Meeting that year and drafted the following

protest to the Missionary Committees:

1. Resolution: That in the judgement of this
meeting the union of these several districts
into one General Conference, may be viewed as \
desirable in as much as it would be conformable i
t0 the connexional principles of our body, - #
strengthen the bonds of union between the 5
numerous and widespread branches of the Wesleyan
Family in this part of the world, and might also
tend to the increase and consolidation of the
institutions of Wesleyan Methodism in
B.N.A. (British North Americ3

2. Resolution: That while such a connexion might be
rendered a great and permanent good to the other .
provinces of B.N.A. we are of the.opinion that
the district of Newfoundland could not with any i
certain or real advantage form a part of that

connexione-

a. DBecause our geographical position is O
perfectly isolated and the communication
{between) Newfoundland and the other colonies
being both partial and uncertain, the
travelling expenses and loss of time incurred
by attendance on the yearly conferences would

necessarily be very great.

o
iy

1. Letter from Chairman of New Brunswick.District, June 20, 1852,
to Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society. Incoming Corres ondgnce,ﬁ
op. cit., and letter from Chairman of Newfoundland_Dlstrlcg, ume 3,
1843, to Wesleyan Methodist_ lMissionary Society. Mimutes OL.
Hewfoundland District Annual Meetings. Op. Cit.s 1845 minutes.

—
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b. The pecwliarities under which our work is
carried on particularly as regards our
finaneial arrangements. '

Resolutinn: That however expedient the changes
between this and the other North American Provinces
may have been in the views of the committee we are
sorry to record owr judgement founded on experience,
that scarcely any of them [Mainland Missionaries]
have worked well owing to the varied unfitness of
the brethren who have come from thence, to engage
in toils and self-denials attendant on this
mission. :

Resolution: The sudden and singular reverses to
which gall classes of the inhabitants are constantly
. liable, owing to the vicissitudes to which its -
staple- branches of trade and the modes of sub-
. sistance are subjected render it in our judgement
wholly desirable that our connectign with the
Parent Society remain undisturbed.< ..
Thefidea'bf.an:i:ﬂépendent.conference for EBastern British
America lay dorment for the next nine years. Fqllowing the 1852
conference of English Mefhodism more definite action was taken.
The Missionary Committee of the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary .
Society notified the districts of Canada that they were to be
made responsible for their own support and management. The
Committee pointed out in a letter of April 10, 1852, that these
North American Missions were "regarded by us as having passed
"the state of infancy".) The Methodist districts of Wéstern
(Upper) Canada had already beemorgarized into a separate and

independent Connexion. The districts of Bastern (Lower) Capada,

Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Tewfoundland were mission fields

administered by the Methodist Missiomery Society in England

: i q 11and District

2. Tetter from the Chairman of the Newfounc Die

to W.M.M.S., June 3, 1843, Incoming COrres onaencgi %%‘“%%%5’
3, Letter to the Nova Scotia District, Apri ’ .

Dutgoing Ietters. op. cit.,
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A of 3 i
and oiten derendent on it. In g2 letier to each mission Gisirict

on April 10, 1852, the lZissiorary Committee outlined its plan
for these regions.

ghe plan contemplated by the Commiiiee is ihe
iormulaylng.of the lova Scotia, Iew Brunswick,
sewfoundland and Canzade Bast district into two
or more distinct connexionzl organisations each
having its own conference and being affiliated
to the British Conference like the one in Western
Canade... We incline to think that Lova Scctisa,
sewfoundland and Kew Brunswick ought to be
included under the direction of one conference,
but on this as well as 02 other questions, you
will give your opinions.

Negotiations regarding the proposed union were carried on
between the Missiorary Committee and the various districts for

the next two years. On Harch 30, 1853 the Committee notified

the Zastern Cangda Districts’

The scheme which now seems to have greatest
recommendations is that of adding the EBastern
Canada District ebec] to the Upper Canzda
Conference [Ontarig and the formation of the
lower provinces into another distinct cornexion.

If the former part of the scheme, - the union of
all the Methodists in Canzda under one conference
(so desirable whether Canzda be regarded politically
or geographically) cannot be accomplished, then
the néxt best plan would be to unite, for the
vresent the Eastern Canada District, with the lower
districts, in one connexion-under one conference,
and leave the guestion of a further territorizl
distribution to be determined in the light of
experience vhick will be in a few years obtained".

By March 1854 the plan was finalized. The suggestions and

opinions received from the iorth American missions were submitted

to Hethodist Conference in England. 4Acting on these preposals

- P - 3 >~ Tewt 31
Letter to Fova Scotin, New Brunswick, Aeﬂ¢oy¥c*and and
O'D-Cl L

4.
Canada District.

Bast Canada, April 10, 1852. .Outgoing Letters.
5. ZILetter to the missionaries in the Zastern

Harch 30, 1853, Outgoing Letters. op.cit.




133

Conference approved a plen to unite Eastern Cenads with tre
fenadian Conference and to unite thre dicstricts of Lova Scotiz
east, liova Scotia west, Few Brunswick and Newfoundlznd into

a distinct cornnexion with an anmnual conference of its ow.z.s A
similar plan had been worked out for the Wesleyzn llissions in
Australia. The Iiissionary Committee had developeé a set of
resolutions and principles on vhich the formation of an
independent conference of those mi'ssipns was 1o be bé.sed. A
copy of these regulations was sent to the distriets of E;—;stern
British America, with the assurance that they couléd apply to

that mission field also.'

The Hewfoundland missionaries were not too concerned with
the scheme for a British Americen union. During the period

va. negotiations 1852 -1854 the Newfoundland missionsries were

moi'e seriously concerned with their own future in suck a union.
The Committee's letter of April 10, 1852, was dealt with in
1852.

the Anmual District Meeting of Newfoundland held Hay 19,
s in 1843 the missionaries approved in principle. the um.tlng

. ) TP AP
6f all branches of Methodism, but strongly objected to beifg

made i_aa:ct of a British American Conference, The objecticns put

forward by the meeting generally fall into two divisions -
geographical position and finances. The District mezbers

. . g 0 - climete, 2nd
argued that the geographiczsl position, rigoTous: CLLIE2VE,

- - - - - 1
ould moke it almost impossible

difficult travelling conditions w

' ) Saptia W Merch 20
6. Ietter to Hova Scotia east_,b Tove Scotia west, iarch 2U,
23, 1858. Outgoing Letters. Op. Cit. )

- , '?g Tetior To fova Scotiz District, April 10, 1852.
= Quigoins Letters. on. cit.
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@ and certainly expensive for the liewfoundlznd missionsries to
atterd the annual conierence meetings. This would also
necescitate the absence of a larze proportion of miscionaries
at a tine most favourable for their worl:.8
The financial aspect of union was an even more serious proble=z.
T™e Hewfoundland INission had always depended on gran‘l;s from the
lissionary Society in England. Any change which might diminish
these grants would necessarily mean a curtailing of the already
limited work. The missioneries expressed the fear that when
other distriéts of the proposed conference raised missionary
funds their own demends would be met before Newfoundlend's
needs would be co:as:‘uiereo‘..9 :
Betveen 1852 a:nd 1855 the guestion of Yewfoundlznd's ﬁniting
with the meinland d@istricts became the main issue in the island's
correspondence with the Missionary Committee. The Newfoundland
missionaries insisted that there were no bemefits in union, and

the Nissionary Committee continued to point out that it did not
- n America.

1853,

intend to maintain Newfoundland as a single mission 1
In 2 letter to the Newfoundland District on April 11,

the Cormittee assured the missionaries that the difficulties Ilngt

™ forth in their annual meeting of 1852 were not insurmountable.

' work we £ such

It also pointed out that because +he Rewfoundland work was of sucz

m " 1 the meinlend
& missionary nature, it woull receive help fron the ma nl

. - . cdmi ot Annual Meeting May 19, 3
2., Minutes of Newfoundland Districv = 4 - .
1852, iinutes of Nifld. District Annual Feelinas 1823 = 1852

e Idemo . Lo J_- s —.o
10. Tezter to Kewfoundland Disiricu, April 11, 1855
Quigoing letters, op. cit.
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brethren. IThe Committee ermphaotically sisted that the lewfoundlaxmd
work would be =ore
!
"offectively sustaireé by its uxmion withk the new
commexion, wkich is to be Zormed upon ithe com-
tinent, then can te ke czse in its present
relation to the Society in tris coun%r:,' -z
relation which we oy add csmnot much longer
continue, for the reasons which require thei the
other Iorth American Districts should be plzced
in the new circums?g.nces..applg with eguz2l Torce
to Ilewfoundland". -

Whereas the Hova Scotia arnd Kew Brunswick Districts przised the
Missionary Committee for its intention to proceed with the new

iz
S.

ck

conference, the Newfoundloni missioreries continued their protes

I=ly

sur

(1]

-
2ig,

The Newfoundland missionsries, seeking an zssurance of
stated their case suceircily in their inpuel Meeting of 18533

Whot this District chiefly wants is an increased
grant, more missionaries and school teachers. Urniess
these car be secured by the new arrangezent, we do not
Xnow what the adventages are whickh it |The Hewfoundland
IHdssion] will derive irom iv, and for these, the,
Comnitiee's letters afford us no ground %o T:v.ope.—3

It is pot surprising that t:e N¥ewfouniland Metholisis
objected to tkeir being included in the Britisk Americen CTornexion.

Continually faced with finencizl problems in a country wrose only

industry was unpredictzble, the Fewfoundland Hethodists hzd become

P X3 - - . i - 3 . N
nore dependent on the parent Missionaxy Society than nac 20Sv

‘missions. The minutes of the District Meeting oI 1853 stated the

- - - o - - - v 3 .I.i
inability of the missionaries to lncrease $heir local contribuilions

in spite of the most strenuous efforts. In eddition to a

. s s + ; % ected Iox
prospective deficiency of 300 pounds, the amounvs collect T

11, Iden. B e - .
12. Extracts of Hinutes oz Xkew Brunswick,

- . - -y 5 ° .tc
Nfld, Districts 1853. Incoming Correspondence, OP. — o %m _ District,

13. Extracts oi Minutes of anpuzl reetving ol !
Hay ig, 1853. Incoming Correspondence, 0v. cit.

Tove Scotiz, and
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1855 were less than those coilected for the prévious year.l4
These were difficult times to accept any change that did not
guarantee improved financial conditions. In fact, the
Newvfoundland Methodists dié@ not clearly understand the differences
involved between their being part of the new Connexion or
remaining a mission district under the British Missionary
Committee. The Newfoundland.missionaries were never given any.
details of the plan for union, consequently they had no way of
’knowing ! what was expected of them in the proposed union.
A copy of the plan oﬁ which the Australian Cennexion was based,
vas sent to all the districts.except Newfoundland. The fear of
this lack of knowledge was expressed in the District Meeting of
-1855. The missiona?ies regretted their not receiving a copy of
the plan for the Australian Comnexion and stated: "being
altogether ignorant of that plan we have no means of judging
either of the advantages or disadvantages likely to arise to
ourselves or to our work by its application to this country".15
It is significant too, that the reluctance of the Methodists to
become part of a mainland union was a reflection of the

economic and political conditions in the island. Newfoundland

had almost no commection with the mainland. Ten years later the

Newfoundland peopie displayed the same attitude when they rejected

the opportunity to join the Canadian Gonfederation. 4s G.0.

"The pull of the continent was not yet

Rothney expressed it;
She E\Tewfmmdlamﬂ seemed

as strong as the pull of the ocean.

-~

14, Idem. ‘ . . ) . .
lg. Mimites of Hewfoundland District lMeeting. 1855
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to have much more in common with the United Kingdom".l6

The finanecial insecuiity and the uncertainty of their
position in the new conference prompted the missionaries to
impress on the Missionary Committee the seriousness of their
situation., The annual District Letter of 1853 chargeds

As we are persuaded that the proposed
changes, if attended by the diminution
of the grant to this District, will be
inevitably followed by the weakening and
decline of Wesleyan Methodism in this
country, we wish the Committee to know
that on them alone will devolve the 17
responsibility of that mournful result.

This was the strongest and final protest the Newfoundland
missionaries made ageinst union. The Committee's answer made
it quite clear that their objections were in vain. A letter

to the Newfoundland District on March 21, 1854 stated:

- The subject of contemplated changes in our Dritish
American Missions was formally brought before the
last conference held at Bradford, when the con-
.ference generally approved of the proposal to form
the four mission districts of Nova Scotia west and
east, New Brunswick and Newfoundland into one connexion
having an annual conference of its own and the Committee
was authorized to select a suitable deputation to visit
these districts, and in consultation with the brethren
and friends arrange the details of a plan for the accom-
plishment of this important object at as early a period

2s might be found practicable.

In the meantime, however, it must be distipctly under-
stood that when the time comes to carry this measure
into effect, Newfoundland will be comprehended therein.
The committee cannot possibly entertain the idea of
retsining that as a solitary misgion_under its own
immediate care, when the other districts are.formed

into 2 separsie connexion.

16. ROTHWEY, G.O. Newfoundlend from international fishery

to ¢ i ince. (0%tawa, 1959), p.23. . . )
”‘i‘%faﬂi’i?l’étgeof I‘('iinutes,of Annual Meeting of Nfld. District,

e . n dence op. cit.
hay 18, 1853. Incoming Correspon ’isﬁgfaffﬂarch 12, 1854.

18. Ixtract of letter to Hfld.
Outgoing Letters, op. cit.
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The Committee pointed out that a similar arrangement was
being carried out in Austrzlia and the neighbouring islands.
It explained that since the heathen islands of "Feejee" and
New Zealand sought to be included in this connexion. "there
remains not even a show of reason why Newfoundland should not
be included in the New American Conference!.

The Newfoundland District resigned itself to umion. The
missionaries realized now that the only course of action was to
make the best of an undesirable situation. The brief reference
to it in the minutes of the annual meeting of May 17, 1854,
clearly explained their position. |

Nothing need be added to what we have already urged
respecting the committee retaining in its immediate
care the mission of Newfoundland. The course which
the committee will pursue being decided on, it is
needless to repeat our minutes of last year...We wait
the postponed intensions of the committee on their 20
grave proposal to form the New American Connexion.

The question of including Newfoundland in the hew American
Conference concerned the other districts as well. Although '
neither Nova Scotia nor New Brumswick offered any strong protests,

they held the seme opinion basically as did Newfoundland. In a

letter to the Missionary Committee on June 20, 1852, the chairman \

- of the New Brumswick District expressed some doubt as to whether

or notvthat district was ready for independence. FHe strongly
objected to the inclusion of Newfoundland in the proposed union
nainly vecause of transportation difficulties on the island and

the lack of communicetions with the mainland. At the same time

-

716, Idem. ' . )
28. Tinutes of Nfld. Distriet Annual Meeting, Ma; }7, 1854,

s t T

Hinutes of Nfld. District Annual Meetings, 1823-1850, Op. Cl
S 21. ¢Chairman of New Brumswick District to MlSSlggary

Committee, June 20, 1852, Incoming Correspondence, Op. Clbe

4
-
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Fev. ZcFr=in Svans of Ezlifex, commenting on the proposed
coniererce wrote: ®I have doubts as to the propriety
of zssceiziEing eiiher slewfoundland or Eastern Canada in the same
caxZerexce widh Yove Scotia and New Brunswick, might not
Sewfgumsizmd still remsin fs';r 2 time under your own exclusive

. . . . 22
directicn 2= more convenient and advantageous”. The following

(]

xirzee Iom 2 contemmorery article desecribing the efforts

o~ —

£ Dr. Seectem, representative for Methodist Missionary Society

in Z:=fe=f) 3nm pniting the Districts of Eastern Cancda indicates

et oTrosiiiom 3o Eewioundland was extensive:

In zedition to the difficulties arising out of the
stabe of things, he had others to contend with, in
reference 1o kewfoundland. A strong objection, which
For 2 time seemed to be almost invincible, existed
Zeneraily in the Provinces against the incorporation™
of tne Fewfoundland mission.€3 -

rite of the objections to the contrary, the British

EI

Eetrolist Xissiomnzry Committee was determined to include
Eewfounilomd in the Eastern Brifish_ American Connexion. The
oziy rezsam given tre Fewfoundland District was that it had
ro otre> choice. ¥ith the. spread of Methodism and the increasing
nurher of Missions, the Methodist Missionary Committee was being
rYTerel with Tinancing these missions. It was not the
irSe=iZior of the Tommitlee tc support any mission indefinately.
Thic Bod heem exsressed to ihe IJewfoundland missionaries on
sever=I ceezsiom=. As ezrly as 1821 the Newfoundland D;‘.strict

-—— T

TF 2r-% §5 zust support and extend itself. By 1852 when

‘\
3
=

23 Ses. Zvens to Missionery. Committee, June 24, 1852, Ibid.
25. ®*The visit of Dr. Beecham to British America.

Kissignery Sogices, vol. 2, series 3, 1855.
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the new American Conference was being planned the Missionary
Committee explained that it regarded the districts of British
America as "having passed the state of infancy". In answer
to the objections of the Newfowndland District the Committee
replied; "The éommittee cannot possibly entertain the idea of
retaining that [Newfoundland] as a solitary mission under its
immediate care'"... If was clear thai'if Newfoundland was to
receive continued financial support it would have to come
from the British American Conhexion.A&ﬁhfgnathe Missionary
Commi ttee was_conqerned.Newfoundland was'part_of British North
Americé and must he included'in_ifs Conference. Although the
Missionary Committee agreed fo subsidize the expense of
Newfoundland and similar missions, it was to be done by
diminishing grants which would eventually cease. Thus the
new Connexion was given a chance to absorb this expense and
the Missionary Committee would be relieved of the burden.

The culmination of negotiations.for'the néw conference

came in-1855. The missionaries of the‘Maritime jrovincesA
had approved of the pfoposed'ﬁnion.- Néwfoﬁndland missionaries
had again reééived assurance from the Missionary Committee that '
"Newfoundland wouid be benefited by th§ anticipafed new
arrangement".25 The Rev. Dr. John Beécham, chairman of the
| Miésionary Committee; prepared to visit NorthiAmerida to organize

the new conference. On March 29, 1855, he'wro#e to the chairman

of thé ﬁaihland'diStricts explaining his plans to meet the

24, Letter to the: Newfoundlqnd‘Blstrlct March 21, 1854

Outgoing Lett op._cit.
= 015 egtigj from Rev. Botterell to Missionary Committee,
A»PI‘ll 3, 1855, ncomlgg Correspondence, op. 01t. ‘
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missionarigs at the @nnual District Meetings and to complete
his work with a general meeting at Halifax in July, 1855. 26

The annual meetings of all the mainland districts in 1855
adopted_resolutions expressing general agreement for the plan
and accepting the proposals for fhé new conferencye.27 The
Newfoundland District meeting on May 16, 1855, informed the
Missioharyleommittee that since they had not received a copy
of the Proposals for Union they would withhold any.comments until
the general meeting which was to be held at Halifax. The |
nissionaries indicated that their convictions, aé stated in
prevous years, had not changed; but they expressed the hope that
their representatives would not be deprived of any rights or
privileges because Newfoundland was fegarded as a "kind of mission
station." 28 Apart from these rather casual remarks on the new
conferencg; fhe Néwfoundland missionéries in their 1855 district
meeting concefned theméelves'with routine problems of finances,
missionariesland schools. Although this was the month in which
responsible governmeht was introducéd in Newfoundland under a
Roman Catholic premier, the Methodist district megting made no
‘mention of the momentous political de#elopment‘in_the island.

On Juiy 2, 1855, a meeting of Metho@ist leaders, local
preachers, and trustees was held at St. John's to consider the
effects of the New Conference on Neﬁfoﬁ%dland:_ and three

resolutions were drafted to present Newfoundland's case to fhe |

26. Lettér from Rev. Beecham to Dr. Richey, March 29, 1855,

i 44 i i i Correspondence, Op. cit.
and to Maritime Districts. EEEQELE%*~Q”“JLTE?ﬂEVé S%EEEE—NEW

' 27. 'Letters from chairmen of Districts 5
- Brunswick, Piinee Edward Island to Dr.»Beecham, Incoming

Correspondence, Op. cit. . ' o)
28, Minu%es of Nfld. District Annual Mbgt}?g Mayol6,c%$?5,
Minutes of Nfld.'District Annusl Meetings, 18 ‘- . A
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proposed meeting at Halifax.zg' These resolutions asked for
solutions to the problems that the District had presented to the
Missionafy Committee for the previous three years. The first
asked that the New Conference make special provisions for the
Newfoundland District iﬁ providing money to assist in its work.
The second pointea out the necessity of an increased number of
missionary agents to carry on the Methodist work in Newfoundland
and Labrador. Their final request was that the Newfoundland
missionaries might have the same righfs and pri%ileges as those-
of other districts and that the district be givén a sufficiently
large délegation ta‘represent'it.Bo | .

The meeting of missionéries'held at Halifax on July 17, 1855,
adopted the proposals for the New Conference as submitted by the
Missionary Commi ttee. This has been regarded as the first meeting
of the New Connexion under the name of the ﬂéslggan Methodist
Connexion or Church of Eaétern British America.. The Newfoundland
delegation was domposedvof'Thomas‘Angwin (Chairmen of the District),
Adam Nightingale,-William E. Shenstone, John S. Peach, Thomas
Smith; John S; Addey, Samﬁel-ﬂprague and Elias Brettle - éight
0of the ten missionaries in the District. ' B

The Néwfoundland Missionaries had been successful in their
aftempts to get special cénsideration. Although Newfoundland was

' named with the districts of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince

Edward Island, and Bermuda as being part of the new connexion,

e . . 2, 1855,
- 29, Minutes of Meeting held in St. John's July 2,
to consider the effects of union on Newfoundland. Incomi
Co:respondencej op. cit.

30. -lLdem, - ' "_
31. Wioutes of Methodist Conference. vol. X11, 1855-1857,

pp. 90-91
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it was also regarded as a special case. Part 11, Section 1, of
Proposais for the Eastern British American Cénference stated
that because work in Newfoundland was still of a missionary
character it would be regarded as s Home-Mission Circuit.32
This meant that the distriet would receive special attention

to its claims at the distribution of the contingent or Circuit

Aid and Home Mission Fund. Section V1 of the Proposals, dealing
with the finances of the new Gonnexion; described the contingent
fund as a means of providing money for contingent expenses of

the Conference and for giving assistance to poor circuits. ;t

was mainly "a circuit aid or Home Mission Fund“.3 The fund was to
be built up from public collection and privaté donations but |
it *was to receive a grant each year from the English Missionary
Committee. These grants were to be gradually diminished and
eventually discontinued. This money provided by the Missionary
Committee had a spécial purpose. 1t coula not "be applied in
support of the regular and established work in the new Connexion
~but must be wholly appropriated in aid of the work in Newfoundland

and at other stations as still largely (partake) of a missionary

character", 54

There is little doubt that the Missionary Committee in

England designed this grant specifically for Newfoundland, It

would provide for Newfoundland's need withoutvmaking it a

32, Proposals for the.Eastern British American Conference.

Incoming Correspondence, ©0p. cit. :
33, Idem.
%3, Idem.
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liability on the new connexion. Section V1 of the Proposals,

dealing with the appropriation of contingent Funds, stated thats
The committee especially formed to appropriate the
fund shall first set apart such a sum as may be deemed
requisite to meet the contingent expenses 'of the
connexion and then divide the remainder among the
several districts according to their relative claims,
speciagl attention being paid to Newfoundland, as a
kind of Home Mission to the amounts of which the
English Missionary Committeg will have regard in
making their annual grants. 5 :

The Missionary Gommittee of England, therefore, indirectly
accepted responsibility for Newfoundland's financial needs umtil
the new conference could absorb the cost or the Newfoundland
District became independent.

With the comﬁietion of the Methodist Union in 1855, Wesley's

: 36 .
original plan for Newfdundlandiwas fulfilled.  Although
Newfoundland was the oldest mission in the new Conference, i%
was not the most progressive. Nova Scotia had been organized
into two distinet districts and New Brunswick into three, with
a membéréhip of 4814 and 4266 respectively. Newfoundland was

oo 37 .

still one district with only 2557 members. This slow growth
 in Newfoundland was not peculiar to Methodism. The backwardness
of'Methndismuréflected.}yheugénenaltbbnditinnsﬁin;tnexqplony- 3
Newfoundland was trailing the other British colonies in all
phases of development. Nevertheless, by the time Union came
in‘1555 the Methddists had already played an important part

in the development of the colony. The.missionary character of

the Methodist movemént kept its preachers moving northward o

. R
T T T T e Bage 39 -
%?t ;ggﬁkés severgl conversations between ministers of 1%¢
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more remote parts of the island. The organization of its
aﬁ?erents into class meetings and the regular visits of
ifﬁnerant missioparies helped to overcome some of the
disadvantages of geograephical isolation. Thefe can be no
doﬁbt that the Methodists contributed substantially toward an
im@rovement of the moral and social conditions of the people.
The determination with which fhey began providing educational
services for the inhabitants earned for them the respect of the
other religious denominatiohs;’ Moreover, the stand they took
on the denomlnatlonal issue indicated that they were more
concerned with prov1d1ng a sound educational system than: with
using their schools to promotg denominationalism.

It is significant that as the Methodists vere beginning a
" new phase in their growth; Neﬁfouﬁdland was_ entering into the era’
..of Responsible Government. Although the Methodists ﬁére not yet
playing much part on the political scene, they were ehterlng the
.fleld. They did not yet exercise much 1nf1uence in politics.
Their main interest was 1n_saV1ng souls, and in spite of the
underpfivileged social and economic position of mqst of their
adherents; they did not tend toward radicalism. Judging from

the representatlveselected to the assembly in 1855 for the
newly«neated.Bay-de-Verde Dlstrlct, overwhelmlngly Methodist in

population, they were mainly Canservative and were 1nc11ned to

vote as "Protestants" rather than as members of the "operative

class“.. Responsible Government was the work of others. But when

Governor Darling chose the members of the new Iegislative Council

created in 1855, one of those selected by him to form vhat was
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expected to be "the opposition" in the upper house to the Liberal
Ministry was a promihent merchant, James J. Rogerson, the first
Wesleyan ever to be appointed to e Council (legislative or
executive) in Newfoundland's history. | |

Por the Newfoundland Methodists the union of 1855 marked the
beginning of a new era. Reluctantly they severed connections with
England and began to look toward North Amerida. ‘The influence
of the young dynemic Methodist movement of the Maritimes, and
eventﬁally of all Canada, provided the Newfoundland Methodists,
as it turned out, with new hopes and confidence, as well as with
a solution for their financial problem. Although they had not |
been in favour of this church union, it was the first permanent
link between a Newfoundland dénomination and the rest of British
North America. . _

Although. Newfoundland was tﬁe first Methodist Mission field
in North America; it was the most retarded when the HMethodists
of Eastern British America united in 1855. . The present study
has shown two basic reasons for this. During the fofmativé years
of the Newfoundland mlss1on, from 1773 (the end of Coughlan s
nministry) to 1804, it lacked the guidance and leadershlp so

essential to any new movement. There were no regular missionaries

to continue Coughlan's work and the competition of the Church

of England reduced the Methodist following considerably. While

the eénergetic William Black was recruiting ministers in England

" for Nova Scotia, the Newfoundland Methodists were kept together

by two or three lay nreachers. Although this situation improved

after 1800, it was not until 1815, fifty years after its
beginning, that Newfoundland Methodism had any form of local

administration.



147

The second cause of‘retardation was the depldréble economic
condition of the country. The Methodists were'continually faced
with financial problems and the Missionary Society in London
was 1ot too sympathetic. The fact that the Newfoundiand Mission
was so weak financially and‘so_much behind other missions,
accounts for the reluctance with which the Newfoundland Methodists
Epprdéched union.

In'additioﬁ to explaining the attitude of the Newfoundland
miésion toward union, this thesis is equally concerned with |
evaluating the contribut;on of the Methodists to Newfoundland's
devélopment. Thecwmtihﬁdus itineraﬁing of the missionaries
and the_inépiration given the inhsbitants through soéieties and
class méetingé did more for moulding characte; and defining

values than any other single institution. Their invaluable work

with young people in Sunday schools and day schools gave the
Methodists a leading role in the island's social and cultural
development. These contributidns coupled with their broadmindness
qhd.foresight in helping to build an educational system made

the Methodists, nof only the third largest, but one of the

most progressive and most dynamic religious denominations in

Newfoundland.

SNV U TR S R AR o S N AATRERAR,. Do AL S L, S < e
y S .



148

APPENDIX A
PETITION OF THE INHABITANTS OF HARBOUR GRACE
T0 S.P.G. RE-APPOINTMENT OF A MINISTER, OCTOBER 30, 17661

To the Honourable Gentlemen of the Society for the
Propagating of the Gospel in Poreign Parts. The Petition
of the Inhabitants of Harbour Grace, Carbonear and parts
adjacent in the Bay of Conception, Newfoundland

Humbly Sheweth,

That your petltioners having the cause of God
and Christ at Heart and in order to prevent Popery's
gettiﬁg a footing in‘thoeevparts where so great a number
of Roﬁan Catholics are employed, did at a great.expense
erect a church, and desiring to have a Protestant
minister settled among them, made a choice. of the Rev.
Mr,., Coughlan for that purpose and unanlmously agreed
to allowshim a salarj sufficient for his support. But
your Petitioners having bad success in the Fishery which
is'very precarious’ find that they are not able to allow
him what they so;intended. '

And your Petitioners being sensible of the
laudable benefactione in cases of this sort, to the

Protestant ministers settling in foreign Plantations,

1. Seciet  for Propagation of Gospel. Calendars of

original .letters received from North America 1702 = 1799,
no. 166, p. 111
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humbly beg leave to recommend the said Rev. Gentleman to
your consideration hoping, as his behaviour (as far as we
have seen) has been always consistent with the sacred office
he sustains, that he may obtain from your wonted clemency
some stipend, such as you in your good judgement shall
think fit, so that your Petitioners may be able to
establish him among them end have the Gogpél of Christ
(which they have not had before) preached to them, to

their great comfort and satisfaction.

(Signed by 31 inhabitants]
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APPENDIX B
PROCLAMATION OF GOVERNOR .EDWARDS 31 AUGUST 17792

By His Excgllency Richard Edwards Eséuire Governor
and Commander in Chief in and over the Island of
Newfoundland.

Whereas the Rev. James Balfour missionary for‘

Conception Bay has represented to me that several -
unlicenéed and lawless people in his mission take upon
themselves to marry, bury and baptize with a view to
defraud him of hiS"prqyequisitesrartsing:thére:nffom and
that he is frequently prevented from doing &uty in two'
" chapels within his mission built for the service of the
Church of Englgnd only by Methodist preachers who take.
possession of and practice in the same and requested me
to grant him suchk a‘fedress as I should think proper.

You are hereby required and directed to use your
utmost endeavour to prevent any persons or person from
marrying as such marriages will not be deemed legalj
Burying, Baptizing or ppeaéhing within the said mission
in future except sueh person or persons as may be appointed
by the said Reverend James Balfour to do the same and to
take care that the said two chapels built for the service

of the Church.of England within the said mission are not

2. Ibid- ’ nO. 213, p- 243.



151

made use of by the Methodists or any other sect
- whatsoever.
 Given under ny hand on board His Majesty's ship

Proteus at St. John's, 31 August, 1779.

R. Edwards.

To Charles Garland and
Robert Gray Esquire
His Majesty's Justices
of the Peace for the
District of Conception Bay.

By order of the Governor.
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St. John's

Bay Bulls

Ferryland
Placentia

Bonavista

Fogo

;_:l‘repassey
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3
Extent of Religious Services in Newfoundland - 1816

in District

1 Protestant

3 Dissenting Ministers
1 Catholic Bishop

3 Fathers

None- Visited by
Gatholic Priests

1 Roman Catholic Priest

No. of Ministers No. of Places No. of Schools Funds
of each Religion of Maintenance
Worsbip - of Schools
1 Protestant Church 1 Charity School One by
1 Catholic Church by Subscription Subscription
1 Catholic Chapel School Master
at Petty Harbour and Mistress Others mid
2 M:eting Houses Protestant by Parents
St. John's and 3 Protestant Schools
Portugal Care
1 Roman Catholie None None
bllﬂdm
1 Roman Catholic Priest 1 Roman Catholic None None
1 Protestant
1l Roman Catholic None None
None of either 1l School at Burin and Parents pay

1 Protestant Minister
Roman Catholic
Visits twice yearly

None

1 of Establisked Ghurch

3 Roman Catholic Priest
6 Methodists

Ho Church of England
but a person who
reads

Court House used by
Protestants on Sundays

None except
private houses

«4.Flaces — all Protestants

4 Roman Catholic Churches
7 Methodists

1 Roman Catholie
1 Protestant
1 Methodist

1 Methodist, } Catholie, visits

L or 5 weeks a year
1 Protestant
Visited by
Roman Catholic

1 Roman Catholic Priest

3 C.0 194/59 Information on Newfoundland

1l Protestant Church

1 Protestant Church building

1 Dissenting Meeting house

1l Roman Catholic

another recently openad
both admit scholars
without distinction

one

1 Protestant Scbool

8 in all: Protestant
and Roman Catholic
Mixed. Protestant
Masters and
Mistresses

1l Roman Catholiec
1 Protestant

None

1l Roman Catholic

Fishery and inhabitants, October 10, 1815 — October 10,. 1816,

for education

Voluntary pay
given to master

by Parents

from S.P.G.
Others Paid
by Parénts

None

None

Subseriptions
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Statistics of Newfoundland Methodism 1855 4
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St. John's ] 4 i 2 4L | 29 3 |300 |17. |4 |24 |183 |177{162339 | 2200 |
Harbour Grace l 2 . 2 1 ‘ 6 57 2 110 110 750 |
‘Carbonear 1 L 4 1 1 1 29 9 | 418 3 |209 (193 1651157 322 | 2400
Blaskhead 37 1 1] 0m 1 {50, {70 |4 |32 |8 |1750177042 | 1900
0Id Perlican :
and Island Cove .4 | 4 ' i 197 2 22z 70 86! 86 172 850
Port-de-grave |1 ;2 {1 . |1 ; 18 |1 | % 2 |156 | 49 | e8| 72160 | 510
Brigus . 3 2 1 1| 15 1 (118 | 1 3 1120 | 92 | 84! 99183 ! 1300
Trinity Bay . 2 2 0 | 1 6 no milssionary 72 21 451 45| 90 f 300
Bonavista 1303 1 1| 2t |3 |29 |7 |2 |207 |47 | 9] 96190 | 1200 |
Green Bay i 4 111041 7 1199 {30 |1 | 55 |22 |38 39|77 | 1200
| : s : '
Burin 2 ;10 i | 2 2 1 160 1 50 109 50| 57109 900
. i , |

Grand Bank 211 |1 15 2 | 170 2 |133 60| 731133 | 650
Western Shore i K 2 52 32 20| 52 -
Hants Harbour 3 1 E 1 13 1| 116]| 3 2 90 40 | 50{90 1000
T38 42 11 1 15 203 32 2613 197 28 1962 922 1134 1133 2374 15260

of the_ Newfqunc_ﬂ.a

D remereiz]

v

Meeti

1823-1855.

Minmtes 1855.
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Number of winter inhabitants in Conception Bay 5
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1770177 1712 1773 177% . 17761778 1779 1781
Masters 378 370 419 410 420 480 307 469 370
Men Servants 1820 1820 1990 2010 2411 1600 1200 409 730
Mistresses 322 322 418 405 445 430 400 1130 32
Women Servants 203 203 340 316 364 310 260 197 207
Ghildren 1810 1840 1902 1960 -~ 2100 2300 179, 1870

4533 4555 5069 5101 4920 4467 3999 3498
Number of Roman Catholics
Men 900 900 926 830 85 750 1200 1900
Women | 43 143 151 120 109 80 72 10
Children 58 58 63 53 47 4T 3% 46

10 1101 1140 1003 98l 877 1306 2016

5 ‘, Gs0. 194730, 31, 34. A General Scheme of the Fishery and inhabitants

of Newfoundland.



Proposed distribution of Education grant - 1851

St. John's
Brigus

Harbour Grace
Carbonear
Trinity North
Trinity West
Trinity South
Bonavista North
Bonavista South
Fogo
'fwillingate
ﬁay_Btﬂ.ls
Ferryland

St. Mary's
Placentia
Burin |
Fortune

Burgeo

LaPoile

2552
2129
1905

-3111

18
163

945
1221

4640

APPENDIX F

191 |
159
142
233

25

70
91

348

1709
18
nv
100
49

6

131
73

381
72

6
128
53
7
37

155

1591
T

2306
1620
3839
1951

392

6 Journal of House of Asseinbly‘. Appendix to 1851 session

172
121

a

146

29

1887
"
25 |
207
m i
2
156
197 3
12 4
B F
325 3
=
7 b



Abstract of Census and Return

1836 Census. 7

APPENDIX G

1

No; of Churches No. of

8 of Electgral Districts of Newfoundland -

| ' or Chapels Minigters
g L 0 3 a 3
2 3 373 g3
a & y: ‘d 4 % g
& § S S E &8¢ §
@ @ @ 3 o 2 ~
St. John's 3813 1057 14,056 18,926 5 3 3 5 2
Gonoeption Bay 6819 6333 10,063 23,25 9 7 9 2 5 2
Bonavista Bay 3473 461 1,249 5,183 7 2 1 2 11
;Tf,i#ity Bay: 4098 1639 1,066 6,803 13 1 6 2 - 4
"Fogo 402 45 819 4,86 4 1 - 1 1 -
Ferrylad . 313 - 4,79% 511 1 6_- - 3 -
* Placentia- |
St Mary's 710 6 3,985 4,701 1 4 - - 3 -
Buri . 67 1085 1,37% 3,40 - 1 3 - 1 2
‘Fo'rtime" Bay 282 - 308 3,129 - - = i - -

7. Journal of Legislative ‘Couneil.

Appendix 1838 session
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Abstract of the State of Education in Newfoundland - 1849

LS

8. Journal of Houge:of Asgembly.

Appendix, 1850 Session

(V]
2 D '
o 5 83 . b ‘I
g 9 ¢ 3dF B § = 8 48
g E Qg 'E'o 8 :—U-I g' : . e ] g)n
g s S8 28E 9EE 98y s E gl
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£ S5 d& £ S & £ S s & £ S &
84 Catholics - 469 2956-3-11 0-13-10 35-3-10 2332-7=7  623-16-4.
27 64 Proi;ésﬁant : ' . \
" Episcopalians 1932 2091-18-5 1-1-7 32-13-5% 1739-7-2  352-11-3
36 Newfoundland School ‘ ,
~ Soclety 2421 576-18-7 576~18-7 -
8 Wesleyans 486 28890  0=11-0 36=1=0 -
. 1 Presbyterians 28 46=3-0 1=12-10 46-3-0 -
1 St. John's, Acadeny 19  634=12-3 336-0 317-6-3 - -
1 Grammar School | ‘
Harbour Grace 50 175=1=6  3=9=2 173-l6 -
L céfﬁéﬁééf 30 173-1-6  5=15-4 17316
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and in four series. It was the official publication of the
Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society. It copta}ns reports,
letters, and other valuable articles on all missions under
the Methodist Missionary Society. It is a most 1mportant
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The duthor gives a factual summary of Wesleyan M Nethodlsm

in Newfoundland from 1765 to 1877.

POWNSEND, WiJ., A New History of Methodism. ILondon, Hodder

and Stroughton, 1909.
A general history of Methodism. A good source for background

material.,

WAKIEY, J.B.;"Lost chapters recovered from early American
Methodism., ~New tork, W.B. Ketchum, 1889.

A very valuable book on early American Methodism.




166

WESLEY. J.- A Short Histoxrv of the People called Methodists.
London, J. Paramore (no date).
A general history concerned malnly with the English
Methodists.

WHITEWAY, S.P., "History of Methodism in Newfoundland".
The Bulletin, Records and Proceedings of the Committee -
on _the Archives of the United Church oi Canada. Toronto,
The United Church Publishing House, No.l, 1948.

The history of methodism is dealt with very scantily.
It deals with prominent events and developments. '

il















