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no British protection unless there was such a desire on the part of 

the native state involved. In t87J Kimberley fulfilled that condition: 

Tenku Kudin of Selangor expressed his desire for British protection. 

iii 

And Governor Clarke swiftly put this forward policy into effect in early 

1874. The establishment of the Straits Settlements as a Crown colony, 

followed by intervention in Malaya, came about largely as the result of 

colonial influences; international rivalry remained a background factor. 



Acknowledgements 

The author wishes to thank his supervisors Dr.H.C.Nui, who 

guided him in the research on this work, and Dr. W .H.\-lhi teley, who 

guided him in the writing of the thesis. The author benefited a great 

deal from their many valuable suggestions and criticisms. A fellm·;ship 

granted by the 1-lemorial University of Newfoundland is gratefully 

acknowledged. He \l'ishes to thank his wife, Beck-yu, who gave him a great 

deal of encouragement and shared 'd th him the joy and agony throughout 

the course of this "·orlc. Thanks are also due to t-1rs. Lee ,.,ho typed part 

of the thesis. 

iv 









viii 

over the Malayan Peninsula was frequently expressed by the local community. 

Ho\1ever, the Imperial government resisted such demands because they 

were incompatible '"i th its policy of non-intervention in Halay 

politics. Nonetheless, the transfer did materialize, although rather 

belatedly, and the appointment of British officers to the l>talay states 

was finally approved by the Imperial government. These two significant 

developments were linked closely. But they were approved only after the 

requirements of the Imperial government were satisfied: in the first 

case, the Straits Settlements proved that they could be self-supporting; 

in the second case, there was an expressed desire on the part of a 

l-!alay ruler for Bri ti15h protection. 

E. A. Benians points out in his introductory Chapter to Volume III 

of The Cambridge History of the British Empire that: 11 In British colonial 

policy three influences were always making themselves felt - Britain'l5 

own needs and sense of her own interests, the needs and opinions of her 

Colonies, and the changing face of the world.111 Here Benians is writing 

about British colonial policy after the 1870s when international politics 

became intricately entangled with the affairs of the Empire. Nonetheless, 

his general remark about the interplay of these three different forces 

is equally applicable to our subject. The three forces were operative in 

the making of Britain's new Malayan policy, although not all were of 

equal weight. International rivalry for colonies was secondary to the 

more important considerations of Imperial and colonial needs. It is 

1 The Cambridpe History of the British Empire 1 Vol. III ( 1959), J. 
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to 1oo% in a decade, and the total trade of the three settlements reached 

t14,821,JOO, showing a similar rate of increaseo1 The figures also 

reveal the relative importance of each settlement, with Singapore at the 

top, possessing about 70% of the total trade. 

The importance of the Straits Settlements in the British Empire 

was obvious. But the value of Singapore to British commerce was even 

greater because of its dominance of the southern entrance to the Straits 

of Malacca. Singapore carried on a rapidly increasing trade with the 

Malay Archipelago, and, at the same time, was a centre for transship-

ment of goods from England to the East. The usefulness of Singapore as 

an entrepot in Britain's trade with the East has been vividly described 

by John Cameron, a contemporary writer, who was a master mariner 

commanding ships trading in Australia before becoming editor of the 

Singapore Straits Times in 1861.2 He describes, in 1865, . the way 

Singapore was used· fortransshipment as follows: 

1 

It is not at all unusual in England to send goods to Singapore 
which are ultimately intended either for China or Java, 
because doing so gives the choice of two or three markets. If 
on arriving there (Singapore) the goods are low in China, but 
high in Java, they are of course sent on to the latter port, 
and vice versa; or, if both in China and Java they are unsaleable, 
there is still the chance of Siam, Saigon, and Borneo. 3 

See the table in P•9 note i above. 

10 

2 For John Cameron's career and background, see C.B.Buckley, An Anecdotal 
History of Old Ti mes in Singapore, 1819-1867(Kuala Lumpur: University of 
Malaya, 1965; first published in 1902),715o 

3 John Cameron, Our Tropical Possessions in Malayan lndia(London: 1865; . 
Kuala Lumpur: Oxford University Press, 1965 reprint), 177• 




















































































































































































































































































































































































