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Th]s thes1s attempts to dea] w1th a.spec1f1c entre- oo

. v " e -,

o

preneur1a1 phenom@non character1st1c of many Newfound]and . .

. outports 1n the 20th century . the outport shop To " . . .

L

¢

. e

»

Ith1s end the ;tudy commences w1th an overv1ew of the mer-

cant11e cred1t system of the T9th century The purpose:

. . 1 w

here is to show how ‘this- system contr1buted ta the em'l’ ?f*~f

.

Ch e

gence ot the shop as. a pett:'but cruc1a] a]ternate supp]y

4
system to the outport Cons1derat1on 15 g:ven to certa1n'

h1stor1ca1 events of the 20th. centuny wh1ch furthered

s e

the-shop”s deve]opment-ow1ng to thern 1mpact on Newfound]and

in genera1 and the study area, in part]cular. The use " of L 3

“

credwt at the shop Was fundamental to their growth hence,
there is- considérable d1scuss1on 0f thrs aspect ‘of shop-u

keep1ng In th1s context some atfentTnn is also g1ven to .

o Lo

the deve]opment of the shopkeeper~c11ent reTatfpnsh1p,' The_",ﬁ
‘f1na1 portion of the thes1s departs from: a:preoccupetdoh < '_ i
w1th econom1c cons1derat10ns to dea4 W1tKLthe shop~1n a
§0c1q1 context ' The’pr1me focus here is to exam1ne the ; . ji' o

tsotﬁaf costs and prof:ts wh1ch are peqp11ar to sma]l 1nd1— . 5
< ) . N y [} .
genous enterpr1ses,‘not on]y in Newfound]and but . S 'fﬁ

- - . 1

cross- cu]tura]]y oL, T . o

) , § ‘
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» Tast time, then winked out in-the - . 2 T
, - ! hanging- lamps’ over ,the scarred, - ‘ ‘
o § . battered counters, the country . ST
e o . . "“store retired hefore forces that ‘ T
— - : could not be divéerted or Stayed. - A
LT o, As thé world grew smaller, the . .
ARER , community.became larger,-too large - = ,
4J~ o . . for the simple mechanism of the L o
g : .general store, .The institution of Y
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) ‘ S is now a memory and a tradition, e T -
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This. thesdis deals with a particular entrepreneurial - . : g

'phenomenOn:of the Newfound]and outport;_name1j the shop. .

My. choice of top1c ref%ects a personal 1nterest based on § “ \;
exper1ences with shoPkeep1ng and shoPkeepers which have e s

,spanned some twenty memorab}e years. Both my own parents - ". M

and those of, my wife were: shopkeepers in Ferryland and "- L,

Renews respect1ve1y Thls a]so exp1a1ns my ch01ce of the A }%ﬂ
.

- ,,‘
0

research area.*” ., ' . R
. ;.I ) ",- . '," ' . " o - "‘ ' o

From ‘2 str1ct1y academ1c po1nt of v1ew, it seems

appropr1ate that. someth1ng shou]d be wn1tten on these '{. o ,g
D . * : .%,

types of enterpr1ses a.s there certa1n]y 1s a def1c1ency :» ;;
of 11terature on the topic. Furthermore, the work of many _#; ‘ Za
wr1ters, both hwstortans and anthropo]og1sts a]ake, gener- . ' :
3 _ates “the 1mpress1on that such enterprises are_a\modern v o é
phenomenon and are noh very’ 51gn1f1cant to the outport,. | f : 2
ec°"°my “As Toshat attempt to show in my thesis, nothing . = - . e
cou]d be farther from the® trath R e e
fn'this study I“hawe attemptéo to-deal with the i :';“
‘ ; U e N &
.. s T R : T ]
,~* For reference to.geograbhiea}‘areq{ consult Appendix . 'yin %
\ Vo ::. -~ L | ' o ] .
.t ' vy %, ; \- .o . ," | t
v - : L - R
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ncred1t system and,to trace the deve]opment.oﬂ the-shop as

" study commun1t1es. An 1ntegra1 part 6f th1s d1scuss1on

_1ts pre occupat10n with econom1c considerations and déa] - .

,w1th the-soc1a1 costs and prof1ts which frequent]y accom—
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or¥g1ns of the shop as -a by product of the mercant11e'

a consequence of certain historical events of the 20th. o E

century, wh1ch had strong economic 1mp11cat1ons for the ;-

14

is the un1que adaptat1on of the shop to the ut1T1zat1on‘,‘

of cred1t ‘ _Finally, the, thes1s a%Tfhpts to depart from S

l

pany the operation of such indigenous enterpr1ses,1h sma]] . \k: k N
‘rura1 communitied, | ' | . c ;ﬁ
: . . _ K
‘The study ehcompaﬁsed a stxteen month oeriodfof' . . .;
actiVe'research. During this jine‘I gathered 1nformation o .
from arch1va1 and other-re]evant 11terature Qang %o the' :y
pauc1ty of mater1a1 re1evant to shopkeep1ng, however, the
bulk of the research was: carr1ed out through f1e1d inquiry. ' )
:A number of 1nterv1ews wene conducted w1th o]der res1dents ;
of the commun1t1es.1n an attempt to ga1n ‘an understand1ng o :;'t'~' o
of what shopkeep1ng enta11ed from about the tﬂ-a of the ; \‘3' t'vi
century In addition to th1s, 1nterv1ews were also' carried . ,-f’;
on-with peop]e c105e1y assoc1ated vnth“the n0w defunct t l \f
'mercant11e houses once prpminent in the area, as well. as 171 e g
with former and extant shopkeepers and some of the1n c11ents . fgfljﬁ ﬁ
Co ) . c o - T {.;:'-.iﬁff fﬁé?f %‘
. . * ' L I YL AL AR
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< * . CHAPTER QN . . -

A MACRO VIEW: -THE NEWFOUNDLAND ECONOMY IN THE 19TH. CENTURY

FOCUSINGDON THE DEVELOPMENT  OF THE CREDIT SYSTEM y
. RND ITS IMPLICATIONS :

.lcomef [t-is true there were "to be per1ods of prosper1ty,-

)'.

FL N

]

The close of the Napoleonic Wars and the American War

.

“.”ot IBIZ'heraIded a new.and depressing era-for the'condition -
-of .economic life 1in ﬁtwfound]and Foreseeing the hardsh1p
.that" Iay ahead, the Iarge mencant1]e “houses. had begun to f7
,retreat from’ tne Island as an immediate consequence of the :‘ ﬂ‘i}

peace For the popu]at1on, which had swe]led dur1ng the'

] T ~

boom war years, more than a century of hard times' _were to.J

but Jittle of th]S you]d accrue to the res:dent fishing poPA-

u1ation Thus, the Amulree Comm1ss1on Report -of ~1933 cou]d.

,‘st111 speak of ‘the f1shermen as being little more than

- 'serfs”, i.century after the clése of‘the Amer1can.War-in

- |

1874, . 7y

o

. . o . : \. -
For the IsIand S f1shermen,°the maJor event of - the 19th

‘

century, one which’ wou]d adversely affect their weIfare ?was ®

the gradua1 d1sp1acement of the’ oId "truck" éstem by that

of cned1t. Under the older system, the f1shermen were

iy

,'.._‘ﬁ::' R



-

‘ : . - . . . .' ' . . _,.-.. .". . N .-v... ‘ oo
. empﬂoye;:\:;\tﬁe(mgrchants. .{heir'payment was-in kind. - .

'\supblies necessary for the conttnqa]aphosecution of the . .- _‘ .

would be reflected in the extert of the supplies he would'be: %

After turning over'theirr catc®of. fish-toh-the exporting’ ' R

] merchants, they'received inreturn fishing gear and gtherA

ftshery 'In additton, they were supp]ted with adequate

"food and c]oth1ng to keep their fam111es in moderate com- .

- fart throughout the year, The key advantage of th1s system

was that the merchant assumed the respons1b1]qty of CR

‘

"supportang.the fishermen in re]at1ve comfort through poor. .

as well as good yeatrs. -

K3 ) T oo
) i

The cred1t system was simply' a mod1f1cat1on of "truck"
but one which wou]d threaten the f1shermen s. we]fére
Under th1s mod1f1ed system the merchant WOu1d issue supb]des
to the f1sherman at _the commencement of . the f1sh1ng season-on

account. At the end of the season the worth of the f1sher- :,'

man s catch wou]d be baganced against . the debt he had o, .f
1ncurred -1 theNggTa in the fisherman's favors then
he might expect to obta1n fUrther cred1t -- a winter's diet; _ o

0n the other hand, if no surp]us ex1sted on the~fisherman's o
s1de of the ba]ance sheet . then he,m1ght not be carrted on

. [ R . ‘ .
credjt“over the w1nter. Even' if he was, it would only be on - -

a meaéerland inadequate diet.- Furthermpre,,his bad deht I

.
- a
. .

R o L
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. a]]owed 1n the fol]ow1ng spring i.kfit -out'. Often a,

P fisherman 3 only recourse 'under; this new. system, would. be.

L]

. . to seek-out_uhaterer'gogernment weifare‘uas‘ayailable.
-"ThOugh justia modification in*principie; this was a far.

"\5 ' %ry from the’ re]ative security which had beeh offered

“jthe fisherman under the truck system (Per]in, 1971 3,

Gunn, 1969 4-7; Nveound]and Royal Commission Report,

/ \‘93389 0 e

\ ’ $ .

By 1815 the first of a series of economic depre551ons

B

' had hit Newfodgd]and The major cause was European-

S '-‘nationaiism which-had once“again begun to reassert <itself.’
. - 8- A3 *

1n’an attempt to ,recover economic stability after the chaos

-

' n"\which had ended in 1814 The firsg victims - of the depress-

. g ——

'1on were the'iarge firms at the apex of Newfoundiand‘

‘ economic structure Since they were major suppliers of-

- LU

goods, as well as being fish buyers, their demise 1ndicated

- b
L. .1mminent starvation for the local popu]ation

o . "Importations of prov151ons were .
~ inadequate and to add to the genera]
-.* " {misery, emigrants were flocking in from
Ireland. By 1816, when ¢ommunications "

, BN . with the outside were initially shut
- J . off, the dredad spectre of famine threat-
EEEE . ‘ened our .unfortunate.colony.' .
(Prowse, 1895 404-5) . S ‘

v C "There'is no written record of.the
' appalling sufferings _from hunger that

" must have been endured in the isolated
\settiements, but what happened in St.

. ~ | "dohn's:was al] too well documented," -

I . " (Perlin, 1971:29) L y

’

40
.




T . estab11shments.made further fa11ure

1

-

‘8

\c1ass, another depress1on was upon the co]ony

N1th1n 20 years of th1s d1sastrous per1od wh1ch. g1ven
the nature of the Is]and»s mdﬁo crop economy, was very

11ke1y st111 hav1ng an 1mpact on the we1fare -of the. poorer'

-

1

. . . "At the.end of 1847 the commer--

.- % cial..depression in-England dnd the ..
- extraordinary pressure of the money = .
market had its effect on the'trans-
actions of-the merchants 1$
Newfoundland trade, in England and
in.the colony. . In December one major
firm in St. John's was obliged to
suspend business ‘bringing down'with .
it several smaller. houses. -The com-
plex interconhections of all the

i

inevitable."
(Gunn, 1963: 107)

~ This Partféular.turn of ‘events, combined with-a bank

crash and the 18471ta11ure of the most important cdmponent'

Lin.the outport-subsistence sectorf the'potato crop, brought

!

'to tife foreground the growing refusal of the merchants to

' care for .the dependant fishing populat1on In the 1n1t1a1 .

" year of th1s 1atest depress1on, therefore, the merchants
made it p1a1n to the government that it was thelr respdns1-.

b111ty to see to the we1fare of the dependant f15hermen

‘ dur1ng the years of a poor f1shery or downward pr1ce,~

f]uctuat1on In a report $o the Br1t1sh Government, the'

re51dent governor of the co1ony stated th1s turn’ of events

A}

'(\i}.'



- "He reported to the Colonial
Office that there were ‘increased
R efforts by’ the merchants to foist .
. . the dependant fishermen on the .
° . Government Merchantsuwere now be1ng
L . seen almost invariably refus1ng to -
- continue' winter supplies and in.many v
“.cases were even ‘lessening their im- -
. parts in order to avoid having to dole

. WS

.'/_—\—-,

L out provisions should famine. occur."

{(Gunn, 1969: 107 see a'lso Perlin,
1971:38) R o

°

In thiS'excerpt'two strategﬁes are eoident by which the .

'
merchant would contro] and u1t1mate1y d1m1n1sh the f1sher— _»Q\%.

) man 's subs1stence capac1ty The,ﬁ1rst_was the simple

pract1ce of curta1l1ng cred1 t; the. second and more

e

effect1ve strategy was to 11m1t the var1ety of goods stocked L

'and.also the quantity of these goods made.ava1]ab]e A

third re]ated strategy had been documented by a se1ect

comm1ttee on 1nqu1ry as early as 1841. At that t1me a _ a

~

ThoMas Bowrlng test1f1ed before the comm1ttee

, "that the fjshermen of the outports had
°, . no protection against arbitrary charges
© . for provisions.taken up 1n the'autumn
and that the prices were always higher
- in_the outports. He said also that most
- planters were kept in a state ‘of perpet-
ua]\dependance upon their merchants since
they seldom -knew the expense of the: '

supplies-they had taken up-in ‘the spring . - L
until their return from the. fishery." : '
“(Gunn, 1969:79-80)' . - =
.]f . . \ A ‘ (
Emphasis is my own. = N . S . ‘ v
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 Emphasizing the extent to which the credit. syStem had

spread even at this ear1y date, .a merchant T H.. Boeking,

adm1tted in-. h1s testlmony before the same comm1ttee that

3

. t?ree out of every ' four of ‘his chents were debtors (Lb1d.)
- .

On March 24 185¢>the speaker of the Assemb]y charged
that the trad1ng pract1ces of\fhe merchants had . prevented

deve]opment of the IsTand's economy.and "reduced our ppera-
)3 tive houulation"to a degree of nursing'and‘dependance"r _
On Ju]y 28 of: that same year the Executive Counc11 further
':-1n3ured the welfare’ of the fishermen when 1t repea]ed the
-‘f1shermen:s ‘right to guaranteed wages frqmlthe proeeeds of_
 the - voydge. ‘(Innis,.i9553390) It wasinow ciearvthat;given'
" a poor year the fisherman, denrived of -any income, wouidu .
despite his efforts, be‘thnownvonithe,gdvernment and |
§upp0rted as a pauper. . ‘ '

4

’ Hence, the credit system wh1ch would 1eave the f1sher-.

_men of the. co1ony in desperate economic stra1ts for almost

" a century, was. a stark rea11tyﬂby,the.1850 s. The ttme

o\

when the merchant would take it upon himself to'act as an

econom1c buffer between the f1shermen and the outs1de w0r1d

mas ‘over. This, 1atter fact was made abundant]y c1ear in thei,'

demand for welfare brought.on by the  failure -of the f1shery

“in ther1860fs and by the extent of that dehand:.:Gunn writes:”

. -
L.
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Do "The new government was hand1ca
by a depleted treasury, by hedvy de ands,
and by the successive poor fisheries -
from 1861 to 1864. The Record, blending
. _ piety with politics announced that fail- -
B .+ . . ing fisheries and pauperism were the\Just
s ; . tisement of Newfoundland. Retrench-
ment\in the expenditure for poor relief .
. proye easier‘to,preach than to effect.
“ . The.sficcessive _failures in the fisheries
‘ " and gtowing" 1ndebtedness led to Wecreased:
.. " .+ consumption of'dietable goods, and ‘s¢ a
. -, .. fall iR imports, but upon the reduced A
' " s revenue there ‘was increasing pressure for
reTief. In the périod of high revenue, .
the. Liberals voted .one .tenth of the’ .
annual income for relief; in the recession,
which followed; the vote rose to one fifth.
- This énormous dra1n was not stopped until
-~ 1868 when the administration announced
‘the suppression of re11ef tag the able-
bodied poor." -
(Gunn, 1969: 171) '

érThé reaction'of the fishﬁng'popufation to this situation
was an effort topincrease~subsistence activity.in'an attempt.
to“minimiée dependence on‘the market systemt W(Wade1 | |
1969316 20) However,.1n areas. such as: the Southern Shore,
total se1f suff1c1ency was’ by no means poss1b1e, g1ven the
-_1oca1 resource base Attempts at-household farm1ng wou]d re-
.main supplement rather than- substant1a1 On the Southern
Shore the merchant would cont1nue to be an lmportant source

”:of supply. This s1tuat1on Was compounded by the fact that

'th1s was, the poorest 1nshore f1sh1ng area in- Nemfound]and

k4 I

(K.<Matthews, personal commun1cat1ons) Hence, wh11e 1t re-_

' mained'hé5v11y dependent -on supplies from the outs1¢e , 1t
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~had the least potential to sustain them., . o
* s ‘ IR % N -
. R . — N [
Faced with simu]taneous fai]ures in subsistehce pro- :

;duct1on and in the f1shery, as many 1nd1v1dual f1shermen

must have been, 11fe A0 this per1odrwas a gr1m prospect

Certa1n]y the demand for reta11 goods exceeded the supply, :HZ;

.wh1ch Was channe11ed in from the outs1de through the_
merchants, - o e, L IR SRR
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A MICRO- VIEW:- THE IMPACT OF\THE CREDIT SYSTEM ON THE SOUTHERN
. AVALON AND THE, DEVELOhhihT OF MERCANTILE MONOPOLIES -

R

L . y . s
o t
-
.

After the Napo]eon1c Wars it wou1d appear that the Ava-

'1on, as well as other parts of the co]ony, was: undergo1ng a:

.

change 1n the natunh of.mercaht111sm.: Compet1t1on deve1oped
in the area of fish trade as humerous small'p1anter'traders]
sprang up in response to the netreat of the 1arge f1rms -

Furthermore,‘small coasta1 stJamers began to prosecute the

Ltrade and as _a conseqguence f1shermen began to renege on their

"debts to the merchant in order! to se11 their year s vayage to‘

. |

these coastal traders Jukes,xwr1t1n§ in 1839 40, states
,that th1s 1atter development was‘one reason for "the breakup‘
of the o]d system, while pol1t1ca1 and religious d1fferences

completed the a11enat1om between fishermen and merchants

'1 (Jukes, recorded by Innis,.1954:386) Initially; it seems the

h)
(=]

Ear1y in the 18th. centpry this term was generally used in
reference to independant f1shermen, owning their own schooners,.
who-brought their provisions directly from and sold their fish

-directly to England.. In many cases they carried extra pro-
',v1s1ons wh1ch were traded with the local f1sh1ng population.

Later in the century the term became synomymous w1th "fish -

merchant"

!



fishermen of the Southern Ava1on enJoyed a- pr1v11eged

pos1t1on 1n th1s new compet1t1ve era. Jukes.further notes:

¥ "The f1sherman (on the Avalon Pehinsula) -
may carry his-fish to any -one he chooses .
and though he cannot fix the price at which
it shall be sold, as the merchants fix that, n
. by common consent from the state of the
foreign markets, he has still.the great -
benef1t of competition in the choice of ‘the -
. prov1s1ons and goods he is to’ buy " (1bid.)

The cont1nued potent1a1 for such compet1t1on through f

the mid 1800's 1s 1mp11c1t An the fact that as 1a§e as 1871 .

there were two p]anter traders in Renews, wh11e 1n 1877
Ferryland st111 boasted severa1‘ (Lovel]s D1rectory, 18713

Tocque, 1878 166) However, it wou]d be 4 m1stake to ho1d

' thaf the f1shermen ‘of the Southern Ava]on were an except1on'

to ‘the depr1vat1on wh1ch accompan1ed the genera] economic

“ chaos of the. Is1and s economy. through the 19th century

Desp1te the apparent existence of- compet1t1on suggested by .}

\ -

the presence of several traders in some of the commun1t1es,

the reg1on was 1n a marked state of ecohom1c dec11ne by fhe

.-

1ast quarter’of the century due- to fa]11ng f1sh prlces and

a dec11ne in year]y_catches.?

zDur%ng the last t fart of the 19th. century con51derah1e

pressure was exerte n the government by fishermen along

the Southern Avalon -to put an end to.the use af cod nets and

‘seines. The jintent-and the result of this actjon.was to *

A ey

ok




CIn 1877 Tocque, on’ haV1ng Journeyed around the Ava]on .

Penrnsu1a, noted th1s state of affa1rs In reference to

-

T two maJor settﬂements on the Southern Ava]on, he wrote

' }Trepassey was’former]y a place of
somecnote -but s now a very.ingonsiderable
f1sﬁT/g v111age " ](Tocque, 1878: 173)

R w1th1n the*last th1rty years'
the trade and popu]at1on of Ferryland.
have very much dec11ned " (Tocque, 1878 : 166)

7

Elsewhere Nemec, ut111z1ng census. returns, po1nts out L

_ that from 1820 on, the popu]at1on of the Southern Ava]on re—,‘

: ma1ned stab]e while an 1ncrease wa's character1st1c 1n other
‘parts of Newfound1and Th1s may be seen as 1nd1cat1ve of
a stagnat1on or: recess1on in the 1oca1 économy, in the 11ght

of Nemec' s further comment ine reference to th1s area:

1
"wh11e RaTph Matthews may -be corkect in.
-saying that the Island's population contin-
ued "to grow throughout the nineteenth
century,” the: po1nt should also be made that
R ' since the econom1c growth could not keep
——— , .pace with popu1at1on growth, to a consider-
R able extent everybody had to live pn-less
than they had before." (Nemec, 1973: 18)

restr1ct the prﬁme F1sh1ng grounds for thelexclus1ve yse of
jigger fishermen in the communities of Petty Harbour, Bay.
' Bulls, Fermeuse‘and Renews. (Joutrnals of the House of

]

gear would seem to indicate a marked decline in f1sh stocks

: . L e T

-

. *_ Assembly 1888-1901; 1863. Appendix p.511;*see also Kent Mart1nr
1973)  This restr1ct1ve measure against the use of high yield

e s e i e e e g/
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portant communiti é§se Renews; Ferryland and Tors Cove --

- 12 -
. .
v " ‘ .. e
Furthermore,-whatever the s1tuat1on was in terms of
compet1t1on ear11er in’ the century, by the 1890 s, in"
the commun1t1es of Ferry]and and Renews, compet1t1on was
V1rtua11y non- ex1stent The Goodr1dge f1rm wh1ch had
started out on a small sca]e 1n Renews dur1ng the 1830 s'

as -a p]anter-trader operat10n, was by this. time, the '

dom1nant mercant1]e house on thecSouthern Avalon. -I{ -

I

he]d a monopo]y on the trade of three strateg1ca1]y 1m- -

sk
SIS
i )

i e

. and operated abenCIES\ﬂn many of the'sma11er surround1ng

commun1t1es as weT]. In fact, by 1894, it ranked as one 5'~‘5
of the 1arger, 1f not the largest mercanti]e house in St-
John-s; where the Company s headquarters_hadwbeen'trans-

‘ferred from Renews in the 1850's. - (cf. P. K. Devine,
1936 51-52) T

4

i .

~

>
-, o
PR

: The year end account books for the\f1rm s Operat1on at
Renews 1874 - 1882 and for the year 1890 1nd1cate that the ’

Goodridges were no dlfferent from other mercanti]e houses

" in the1r use of cred1t to crebte the . usual patron debtor

a

Ve 1relat10nsh1p3 In order to exercise a.t1ght control'oyer "

the amount of creditﬁissued-to fishermen,nthe~var1ety'ahd

."quant1ty of good carr1ed were* kept at a mini Only Has1c

nece581t1es were stocked 1tems s/;h/a///ugar, butter flour,

etc wh1ch cou]d not be produced Tocally. Undoubtedly, the

T : Te et e
:l. ’ 1
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i Goo¢r1dge s, most effect-1ve mearrs of contro]hngocredtt

. w'as to}kset ceﬂmgs on the. amount 1ssued'.- The merchant, or _ ' :
N -.,je ) -his agent, dec1ded what the ce111ng wou]d.be for 1nd1v.1du°a1 ~;. ;
| ‘ f1she'rmen on’ the ba51s Qf the1r prev1ous“year s per“FoAr'ma:“‘r1c'.‘*e-q;;.:':":~ i
o - ) K Those 'vllho were indebted \were su-baec.ted tg se?%re cuts 1n , o

L7

//al1otment These 'f1sher}nen might rece,we 1.1tt1e more thgn - -

Pt y ha]f thedr norma1 advance for- spring fit ~ou’ :5

~ R [ ‘.. - .- - PETEERE P i
. Lo , ‘ - e . .

TN . . .',.. ot T '

In addition, debtgrs were not permitted to add further

" ,good standmg, on t.he other hand, had but to approach tTne ’ .
.e . .’styr ,:1e'rk_‘ for- whatever E \;ja ted) Because of the 1nt1—" _ 1
. o mida _\)on frequenﬂy suffere‘&ﬁd}rbng such'confrontatipns, few ‘\:,‘
. 'f1—she men ever: %ouoht add1t1ona1 cred1t -un]ess in -'
. j: : desperatmn o ' ~ :o'\ '* = o :
RN R o o _,:-," TR et T
» L -. _ . G-n'v'en' (a) that the merchant l;uﬂt h\gh profits onto the A ."-'. ’““-‘ .
o 0 bt . cost of’ reta11 g‘oods, (w Goodr1dge,_persona1 acommun'i'catwns), ; - ’
B - ' (b)' that -as 1ocal, res1dents ma1nta1n, th’e'prtces patd for | T
'R ’ : c . RO . ‘ S STt - '.m; :



'fﬂ{sh.uere'i1waysihept at a m1nimum;by'the;merchant's

1n any g1ven year a s1gn1ficant port1on of the Ferry]and
.

PR

<accounts books) It may then be soncluded that -the mer-
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praEfiée'of'ho1ding the price down and/or-cheating 6p the |

CU1] Of flSh, -and (c) tha% the Southern Ava1on is h1stor- ) :

-t
° :

1ca1ﬂy the poorest 1nsh0re f1sh1ng area 1n Newfound]and g
hampered by 1ts exposure to foul Weather cond1t1ons, and :
a paucaty of good sth1ng grounds,,1t m1ght b;)assumed that T

’

and Renews populat1on Las .in debt. In 1890 the number of

f1shermen 1n debt 1n Renews was 35 wh11e the numbers re-'_" o TA

corded between 1872 1884 were often h}gher. (Merchaﬁts .f."'f ”f

chants pract1ce of-curta1]1ng cred1t'had the effect of<&

1eav1ng ‘a fa1r1y large 1oca11demand for supplies unsatisfied:
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CHAPTER THREE = . - 7

@ . 4

THE 0RTHODOX MODEL: QUESTIONING ITS IMPLICATIONS g
0N ENTREPRENEURIAL ACTIVITY

N

- ' <
Most commentators rely on one orthodox medel to exp1a1n

a- i

the work1ngs of the NewfoundTand’ economy under the cred1t
systemudur]ng-the)19th. and ear]y 20th. centur1es; ‘ .
(Gunn,"1969; Newfohnd]and Ro&a] Commieeion Repo;t, 1933;,
. Wadel, 1967; Szwed, 1966 Noe1“'1§7f Faris, 1972' Inn1s:'
”1554) The cr%x ofith1s “model holds that at least up until
the 1940's the extract1ve explo1t1ve nature of the '
'Newfound1and’cod fishery supported an essentially two- c1ass;
social system, The upper c]ass, or merchantocracy ,
1nc1uded'c1ergy, p011t1c1ans, and various government person-
'ne1; however as‘the term spec1f1es, 1t was 1arge1y a: class
& of merchents Th1s was espec1a1]y true for the rural sector,
the outport.¢ The subord1nate c]ass cons1sted a]most
entireiy of peop]e who fitted the genera] c]assifitation‘bf
f1shermen who strugg]ed to 11ve on the sa]e of the1r f1sh

;to the merchant and by subs1stence ‘Unfartunately, the Tow "
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potent1a1 of subsistence product1v1ty, comb1ned w1th the~

-

errat1c nature of f1sh product1on and market.prices for
)

f1sh 1eft the fisﬁtrman an 1ndebted 1abourer of- the mgrchant

As such the f1sherman, usua11y 1111terate'and unaware: of, the’

7

. market process beyond the merchant s wharf, ‘was subJect to

*his. (the merchant s) wh1ms.and his abusé e of the créd1t

el . TR
system.

. . .0 . N '
- . ¢ *

Under this cred1t system it.is 1mp11c1t or exp11c1t in

'the re]evant 11terature tha¢ several factors operated to

-

N

prevent the deve]opment of even'Sma11 scale ertrepreneurial -

9

- actiVity, (e.g. a shop) 1ndependant of merchant dom#nation

tonsider' (a) that the system fostered contro] of the rural’.
'economy v1a merchant monopoly, hence negated any and all

'forms of compet1t1on, (b) that the merchant 1n order t0 in-

.

sure against 1osses ut111zed h1s contro] of the market to,

”exp1o1t excess1ve1y the efforts of successfu1 f1shermen in

order to pay for 1osses incurred through the product1ve in-

Ck

efficiency of those -who were 1ncompetent or unfortunate f1shl

" ermen. This prevented the deve1opment of an econom1ca11y .

C 1ndependant m1dd1e c1ass Ffrom wh1ch entrepreneurs m1ght be.

“recru1ted and (c) that because S f the debtor cred1tor re1at-

‘1onsh1p, whlch ex1sted between the f1sherman and merchant

‘ 1
' .

09
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cash exchange was not.essentdial and seldom used Therefore,

'

a med1um of exchange necessary to the operation of reta11'?
outlets, which woqu,not ‘be ob]lgated to extend credit or
deoend-on'fish marketing, was non-existent.f :

7

To furthef this k1nd of ana]ysts, there is the report

'._of one h1$toraan, ‘who sa1d of Newfound]and in the 19th and
"early 20th centuries, "a m1dd1e c]ass of traders and artf-‘V

"sans was numer1ca]1y 1ns1gn1f1cant " (Noel,. 1971']85 ;

"Express1ng a s1m11ar b1as, a noted expert on co operatives,

'v1snt1ng the Is]and as late as 1935, dec]ared that while

Lt

. "Inte111gence is not 1ack1ng “in _most
Newfoundland settlements ..... there is
“an absence of the simplest form of -
busihess experience as well as of accepted
'1eadership."' (Digby, 1935;23) . L

L1ke Noel and D1gby, those commentators, spec1f1ca(]y

contemporary anthropo]og1sts, who relj heaV11y on the orthé-’
.dox mo%s} to exp1a1n gvents in the modern per1od, see 11tt1@-

J
s1gn1f1cant thange in the Is]and S.. outport soc1o econom1c

structure pr1or to the 1mpact ‘of.-a new cash f1ow to the

‘Island from two maJor externa] sources, name1y. the Amer1can

bases, bu11t during world War Il and Confederation w1th

Canadq 1n 1949 ' '34‘ . \: f ~ ~ R :lu:"



w

' -the cash 1nf1ow from construct1on of m111tary bases on the

‘:Island by the\Un1ted States, as well as the effects of °

WTth the deve]opments of WOrld war II, part1cu1ar1y

'var1ous equa]qzat1on payments through_Confederation, the\\

old credit systeﬁ begon to draw to a close Hsva-new»bkeed ’
of entreoreneurs is 'said’ to have emerged It is thﬁs'tem—
poral po1nt wh1ch is held to co1nc1de w1th the or1g1n 6f"
the: outport shop or genera1 store. Hence, concern1ng the
effects of. COnfederation on the outport economy, wade1

wr1t1ng about the North East: Coast, notes:

“"The fact that the various transfer C L

.payments, were pa1d directly te the . ~° % 7. .
household and in cash would, seem-to/” ~
have been a principal fattor in ¥

changing the -consumption pattepns in

, the outports and:in leading.to"a

. great pro11ferat1on of small cash’

. stores , (wade1 1969 27)

[N

Sti\es, commentwng on the 1ncreased f]ow of cash: during

-

_the fort1es on the’ South west Coast, notes

“individuals’ deve]oped arform of enter--
prise quite different from any whlch
; .. .went.-before it,.though similar in some . :
.\? respects to the small retail shops, A
which were becoming s1gn1f1cant 1n '
" centres such as Terminus.
(Stiles, 1970-20).

.._4'. | . "_ o . . . .
Ina similar vein, Szwed notes, for the Codroy_Va]Teyi

after the 1930's: -,



‘-_ system. She a1so sees the constructton emanating from.-

r

"With the disappearance of the tra- - _
" ~ditional merchant class in the Valley, A .
. their function as marketing .agents and o
/ shopkeepers was taken over by a few

individuals who were able to mobilize S o _ B
. endudh capital to, begin 1n a small yay." : S, !

(Szwed 1966:173) . b

n

V1rg1n1a D111on,'dea11ng spec1f1ca11y w1th the Southern

Avalon, argues for a somewhat s1m11ar pre -1940 merchant-

dominated economy with a.c1ear1y de11neated two-class.
. rl . ~g . . . .

it i et A

Nor]d War II and the 1ater event of Confederatlon, as being

the br1ght spdts in recent Newfound]and h1story,'wh1ch R
sparked change in ‘the outports; (Da]]on,_1968 Ch.1I)

fLogically,“if Dillon.is torrect‘jn.her'mode13'then the,out-h

port shops, the small retail. out1ets in the Southern Avafon, b

s

' shou]d beﬁJust emerg1ng at th1s t1me, when similar economlc
! Y .
precursors ‘of change were producing such enterpr1pes 1n other~

LN AR B

¥

parts of the Is]and Wet, as I. sha11 argué beliow, *th1s does
not seem to have been the case, at 1east for the communlties ." u'

PR 1

dep1cted in th]S study

' ' . Wt i - .
The econom1c lmpact which the- events of the .1940" S

brought to bear on’ the Southern AVa1on 1s unden1ab1e Most

certa1n1y the1r consequences 1nfluenced the d1rect1on and

rate of sma]l business expansmon in the area, part1cu1ar1y

. .. . . - - . .
SR L . ' .. R !
) . ’ .
: . ’ N LY, P Y.
N % . .
- v < . ¢
T S N . L.
[ . oen . ¥
. . . .
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.there at a much ear11er date than suggested in the genera]

- 20 -

» . .
» J .

that of the shoo °However; it is my'cohtehtton that the:

entreprenedral act1v1ty assoc1ated with the shop @a%,present,

3

11terature, and in D111on s thesis in particu]ar Th1s

fact is evident in the social h1story of the study communi-

\t1es, as g]eaned from 1nformants In add1t10n there 1s

:some more tang1b1e h1stor1ca1 ev1dence of this fact.

The Origins of the Shop

At just what point in‘time'tﬁe'hucksteul'shop appedred
it 1s imposs1b1e to assess. On the Southern Avalon, by the
1ast ha]f of ‘the 19th\\century, there ‘was some trad1ng ’
being carr1ed on outs1de of estab11shed mercant1]e 1nterests

This trade was conducted a1ong tha 11nes of barter, as wit-

_nessed by the Reverend A. Gifford, a c]ergyman of the Chu'rch

of England, who wrote -from Portugal Cove, 1n'1861: \ '

"Storekeepers, as a respectable c]ass,
are only now gaining ground in St. John' S,
.. while almost the only attempt elsewhere
takes the form. of petty barter trade,

.‘-betWeen the more successful fishermen and . | j'.ﬁ _
. * his.poor neighbours. (quoted in Tocque,. SR
- L 1877:190-191? . . |

. 1The use of th1s term is in 11ne with the common]y

accepted, def1n1t1on, i.e. a sma]] retai]er or a petty - reta1]

k outlet..
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. 7 ¢ Since the tfaﬁe of the'hucksteh shop, which I shall

later describe, wasgremoved from th1s s1mp1e method- of

exchange on]y by the factrthat 1t phys1ca11y institution- ,:

b a11zed 1tse1f Withid the marketplace framework of a .
' bu11d1ng, it 1s ent1re1y poss1b1e that these. shops emerged
RIS sometime between the 1860's and 1900. ‘
" -: ”.t' - The f1rst documentat1on of the 'shop's ex1stence was Tn

’f‘:~?‘f1904 when McA1p1ne s Gazette c1a1med there were six in
~both Renews and Ferry]and Th1s fact was conta1ned?\n the
'fol1ow1ng descr1pt10n the Gazette pub11shed of both, '

.commun1t1es' ' : ' 23 ,

ul

- ‘"Ferryland, a portj<money order,- -
o . . . telegraph, preventative .station, fishing .. -
o - and farming segttlement, and capital of
Ferry]and district, neanest banks . .
St. John's 33 mdles, fare $2.00, ma11 "
‘twicea week by wagon,eReid Newfound1and ’
,mail steamer: fbrtn1¢ht1y. with mails
from St John s: containsy§. stores, 3
boarding houses, court house and gaol;
1 hall, 2 churches and schools, safe )
. harbour, J1ghthouse on Ferryland Head o
. (McA1p1ne 1904: 1031) o ) o .

U T , lrRenews,la post monéy order, telegraph
.- : - o fishing.and farming settlement in
' ‘ . Ferryland district, nearest port of entry
e C -Ferryland 10 miles; railway station, o
' o St. John's- 54 miles, contains 6 stores,
o "+ 4 hoteds, 1 church, 1 convent, 3 schools,

LN

Y C. ] ha]], popu]at1on 580, coasta] mail |

L.
F

a

WM.

FRGrr

g



' preneura] act1v1ty such as smal] shop opematlons were

)
Y

steamer cails fOVtN19ht1y from st. ~Joknts . %"
(1bid. 1096) ) .

H

Uesp1te the barren and monopoltst1c economic environment

of Renews and Ferry]and, it is not surpr1s1ng that entre—

*

present at the turn of the century 5ea1ing w1th a stm11ar a

Q

s1tuat1on in North Norway, Barth wr1tes»
"Most’]ocal communities have'had a’
combined fishing.and farming economy, re- -
lying on the sale of fish for 'vital foods
and ‘other goods, and supplementing the
imported foodstuffs with products from
local farming. Price fluctuations on an ,
external market'have dictated the - .
community's terms of trade, and dependence .
"~ on that _external market for vital goods is .
so'great that withdrawal<has not been a
. rational or even feasible defence.. In each.
community, there is fufthermore, a tendency
. for de facto momopo]le to develop, whereby -
a»s1ng1e merchmﬁ:@;ys alnr the fish 1anded

]

2To the reader unfamiliar w1th conditions. in Newfcundland

‘outport hagzthe turn of the century, the p1cture gleaned from °

s1mp1y scafning these unqualified Tistings of services avail-
able in Fevry1and and -Renews would seem incongruent with the-
sacio-economic, reality of 1904. This incongruity resolves

.itse1f in the fact that the hotels of ReneWSrwere no more

than boarding houses, seldom called upon to give service;

" land ‘and sea communications with St. John's was: actually

seasonal, for the cold winters physically isolated the out-, ,

.ports even from nearby settlements fob . up to six months on
-end. Finally, the Tistings convey nothing of the fact that
locally the store was defined as a room in which perhaps no

mote than half a dozen items of limited quantity were kept,

e not -uncommonly for barter, rather than cash sale, However, .

despite the implied overstatement which results from this type
of cataloguing, we can-assume that at this early date shops
were present on the Southern ‘Avalon and spec1f1ca11y 1n both

- study communities.

- hd



.in a community and thereby-has complete -
. ‘control over ' .the fishermen's outlet to
the market. .This is frequently combined
“with retail selling,... Entrepreneural ' = - .
activity may be'understood as a response
-and adaptation to -this unequal economic
relationship with the outside;...." .
. . {Barth, 1963:15)

1 ’

As shall be shown-in the following sections, the small *,

shop was'clearly an intricate part‘of_the fi;herman's adap-' ,

‘tation 30 the harsh conditions imposed. on him under the:

credit. system.
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CHAPTER FOUR . = ! R

2

" THE HUCKSTER SHOP

The'huckster.shop wa's a petty~enterprise. Idea11y; any’i

man with a TittYe purchasing_bower‘in eXceSS of ‘that needed

' 1o.satis?y‘his fah11y's consumption needs would set'up:shop.

It seems increaib1e, cohsidering the ?mpoverished econémic
environment of the Southern Ava1on. that there could ex1st

dny person in such a so]vent pos1t1on outside the mercan-

,t11e class (merchant and pr1est) However, 1t must be

rea11zed that not all f1shermen were 1ndebted, and many con-

A3

/
tro]]ed swgn1f1cant capital 1nvestment in tergs of fishing

.gear Wh11e the bu1k of the f1shermen were/reduced to

ftsh1ng from punts and dories, by the 1ast decade of’ the

o
19th. 'century some 1ndependant' f1shermen d1d own seines,

Cod traps, sklffs and Jack boats,fand were able, not only to

operate in "the 1mmed1ate°off shore waters, but also to trave

0

to pr1me f1sh1ng grounds 1n P1acentia Bay.as we]l In addwt-.'

4

ion, there were. a 1ucky few who did c1a1m incomes from

e

t

w

..
»

1

‘governmeht sources, e1ther on a part t1me or fu11 time bas1s

T
J

LN
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' rwere a]so the huckster shop owners.

. office.keeper,-had a shop in the 1920's.

- .25 -
t;;' ‘
Nemec, in attacking V1rg1n1a 0111on S argument for

a two- c1ass soc1ety on the Southern Shore, has po1nted out
that. commun1t1es 1n the area had .a re]at1ve1y comp]ex
social ‘and econom1c structure in the 1atter half of the

.n1neteenth century

"In the flna1 ana1ys1s, tderefore, a -
graduated scale of the loca¥officials:

and authorities existed, which spanned

«- varfoys classes, Only -certain official

. ranks fell within the upper class, the
.remainder quite-Tikely constituted an
incipient middle class. Of .the latter, -
‘some carried on ds -inshorfe fishermen =
and subsistence producers sincé their - ‘
public.role demanded relat1ve1y Tittle

time or energy, $1ear1y therefore, -there L

was a wide social gap between the
latter, whd in.essence were still manual

‘1abourers, and those few who found "' Lo

puplic service so lucrative that they
could afford to give up fishing and

subsistence production altogether.’ ' o TR

(Nemec, 1973: 19, see also D111on, 1968: 78)

It is not surpr1s1ng, therefore, that peopte who were h

post off1ce keepers, or Ja11ers or even successﬁul flshermen‘

! Some other shopkeepers

had even- been sma11 traders ear11er in the century and

undoubted]y had some capita] to ﬁnvest by way of that enter-'

prtse(.2 Iron1ca11y, one of the most successfu1 huckster

]For~examp1e,.R.¢. of Renews, who was the Tocal post

t
e

At the turn of the century, Tom Morry of ﬁerrylahd"

operated a post office and a-cod: Tiver oil factory in add1t- S

1on to'a small -shop.

P ‘ ‘ C !
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. a T Co ) .. ? 7
shops 1n Ferry1and spanned a per1od irom pre WOrld War.1
'to 1958 and had been started by a merchant s foreman
(ma%ter of voyage) : " He had 1nvested sav1ngs from h1s sal-
‘ ary drawn from within the mercantile operation of the

Qoodr1dge Firm: x,( S

\ -
T . .

C s
o1
i

- . * . X "' . -5 .
: Tﬁe success?d] shops stoeked items such .as mb1asses;-~

P

totacco. dry bqscults, sugar, butter, cheese, yeast, some
f..cloth mater1a1 thread, stove b1acken1n;, boot 1aces, candy
f (often homemade) and on occa51on, pork . and beef. In con-
trast the sma]]er shops, which were struggl1ng to estab]zsh

'-themse1ves (frequent]y unsuccessfu11y) carried but a j?dct—~

ion of thlﬁ se1ect1on IF they managed to-surv1ve, however,~'

this sma]] stock cou]d be enlarged upon . through re1nvestment

WS ‘
of the ‘small prof1ts made , . .

[}

-

S ' Due to the .economic context in wh1ch they operated the
‘shops rema1ned dn]y marg1na]1y prof1tab1e enterpr1ses, at .
1east untdi the start of world war I It was not poss1b1e
to- expect to raise a fam11y by s1mp1y keeping. shop These
Were sma11 ﬁldellne operat1ons wh1ch cou1d contr1bute to, the
;owners standard of 1tving, but 11tt1e more Hence,:it was

" the norm for women to’ run ‘the shopss In this way the mehfolk
were freed to prov1de ‘the. prime source ‘of the fam11y S

'1ncome, through f1sh1ng, or some other form of employment

0

et

O i i o)
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The function of the shop in“the outport'Was akin to

"that out11ned by Be]shaw for s1m11ar venbures in péasant

e
P4

\emergency:buy1ng. 3 B . o .‘"&

soq1et1es. It provtded an opportun1ty for smal] sca]e and
- B
v \‘"-' L e

! r
.
‘o

_ T am remtnded here of the. funct1ons
‘--of-the Figian gread outport) storekeepér
in‘rural Figi (rural Newfoundland).. "The
"motive in.accumulating stock is- 1arge1y BN
" to-make sure that therevare.ample. - -
supplies ava11ab1e to the" compunity when ' .
° 'anyone has-a sudden need for a-small ifem '
and ‘cannot be running off to town (read -
the meschant)uto get -it.. .No one.dépends ,
on such ‘storés-for their cont1nuou9 -
staplec purchases," .. e L
(Be1shaw, 1965 60, parentheses are my own)

o ' ~

1

-

S ’ R k" ‘;
.

Yet 1t must be’ remembered that the soc10 eoonom1c imn-

téxt ih whtch the outpbrt shop ex1sted vas qutte d1fferent

~

from that~of F131 So too were'! the mot1ves and strateg1es.

wh1ch generated these enterprtses The outport shop was an -

adaptat1on, ‘not to the effects of phy51ca1 dtstance, as 1n

F1Jt, but to ‘the- econom1c environment ofvthe outports where'

- LS
<

the credtt system p]aced a financ1a1 d1stance between the

(e2d ”~ o v

v111ager‘and hi's supplter. f. ¥ }"v :,'.- -

Pl

v

5 . .. s . . . . -

The shop Was set up w1th1n the home of the’ owner, fre-

r

"ouent1y in ther'front' (11v1ng) room of the‘house Prior to

the1r 1ntroduct1on to centra] heat1ng, the peop]e -of the

Sguthern Shore;se1dom'used‘the1r '"front' rooms other.than on

3 N .
LI N - A [ . i
- . . . . : 4 ' " .
. ' L s ~ ’
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"? The ‘Economics of ‘the . Shop

" e 3 . . .

special. bccasions., Typ1ca11y, the 1atter were weddings-a - *

o\\tunera1s which requ1red extra house space To con- R

\ [ . s .
o

. vgrt such spare rooms 1nto shops then, was rea]ly ne ° . _‘ .

J:: great 1mpos1t1on on the 11fe sty1e'of a. fam11y

1

4 . . . . ) N . . ,

< *ThTS'uti1ization oﬁ'the'front room from an econom- . . = ..
) .

1ca1 and 1og1st1ca1 po1nt of v1ew was good strategy The "°
< area was 1mmed1ate1y ava11ab1e for use-, There ‘Was no: 3

demand fgy heavy cap1ta1 output to prov1de a phys1ca1 S

structure 1n wh1ch to set’hp shop If for any repson the

RN operatmn had to c1ose- down, 'the shop cou1d ea&i_]y' be ' .

L 're converted to 1t§ or1g1na] qutt1on For the'wife; it

0

@m\was\conven1ent1y at hand“so that bottf shop and househo]d

- - R . . -
»

" gould be managed co Jo1nt1y . - S : - )

. 1
. . . . . .
o '_;. pv ", “' L © . . ¢ - N . . . . . . . )
~ o . . LT N . ' ot . .
. . . . . -
. . - . . f ) &
: N .

s

-

. . .
. . . . . . B . 5
- . s o e . - . o :
v . \ . " -
) - M .3

S Barter Was the usua1 ‘means by wh1cA transact1ons took

p]ace at the shops! whare f1sh was the pr1me med1um of ex- "
o . ) \ . {
* ohange. In th1s respect the shop paralled the 1n1t1a1 o

e stagas n the deve]opment of sma]l merchants throughout the

rura] areas of Neyfound1and toward the end of the 19th

OL T

- and dur1ng the ear]y 20th century. SmaT]wood wrote in

. ] \ N ‘-‘
’1935 : . ,,"_ o Dt . . . o
. ' . B n ' . . " . °
e T T .. ""Apd in nearly aTl the outports
. nd
£ - ;,sma]1/new f1rms have sprung u% in the’,
] N . <
. hd [} -
- ‘oa.: . o b
B - e ‘.. - IR Y e ' v ' . ’r\
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L, past twenty “thlrty, f1fty years. PR
"~ These numbering in the 'hundreds, are-
now the well<known outport merchants
Many of them were once fishermen -
themselves. Some.of them.started
*with a few tins.of bully beef and a
~ handful of .the proverbial “Gibralter
~g candy". Such men grew gradually by,
© barter: exchanging goods for fish and
then selling the fish for more goods
and even for cash to the large firms
A . in St. John's, R .
- A (Sma11wood 1937.17;18) N ;).

* ) /\

"L H1gg11ng and hagg]1ng over the va]ue g1ven for f1sh

T vmay have taken p]ace‘ but normally the,value in cents per

pound was fixed at a set rate by -the- storekeeper Th1s
LU -
fac111tated trade because it reduced the potent1a1 for dis~

pu es.. -Since there was no cu111ng, there could be no .

o f .

. €0 f]1ct lpe standard1zat1on of the pr1ce a]so made 1t

.fpo' 1b1e for flshrto be adequately used as a specta]-pur-

-----

pose money" rather than a s1mp1e item of barter lﬁojanyi,l.

’
b

1357.264-55)

1

@ .

. . The va]ue g1ven for f1sh was norma11y be1ow that. ex—;
pected by~ the storekeeper for resale Th1s was fundamenta]
‘to the econom1c v1ab111ty of the shop By contrast from.

‘about 1840 on the merchant desp1te the 1mpresston some- .

t1mes g1eaned from the 11terature, d1d not actually trade.

goods for-f1sh After the cred1t system came ﬁntorgglﬁﬁfﬂ -

goods were 1ssued to the f1shermen in the spr1ng and pa1d ’
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. -for ih cagh in the fsdl Tgﬂmake this'possible, the mer- - -
: .chant, at the end of the fishing s%%son, converted: the” . " ‘ *

f1sherman S catch to a cash va]ue, a§ assessed on the
ba51s of what the- foreign markets wou]d pay in that year
.The amount of cash due« each f1sherman was then ba1anced '
aga1nst his debt. Th1s cash convers{on barrier between N
:f1sh and supp1y made it poss1b1e for the merchant to at- '
Teast hold h1s margin of prof1t on reta11 goods, s1nce any’
‘actua1 d1p 1n\dhe market va]ue of fish was passed .on

ud1rect1y to the flsherman ; -//;
0 . . . . . ! ". .

The huckster shop aimed at short c1rcu1t1ng this f1ow

L of trade between the merchant and’ fisherman, but the onTy

" way of do1ng 1t g1ven, (a) the fact that the shop . cou1d not.

afford to extend. cred\t, and (b) that cash was “not read11y

©in c1rcu1at\on, was to exchange reta1] goods d1rect1y for

;f1sh In do1ng so, however, the storekeeper had no means

: of protect1ng h1s prof1ts from the sa1e of goods against

[ 4

downward f1uctuat1ons 1n the price of f1sh, as. d1d the. mer- N K

" chant. He stood as exposed as any f1sherman dne hav1ng to

absorb a 1oss, if the .price of fish fell. These shops were -,
too smal] to. accommodate th1s loss .and survive‘ Therefore;'
the- shopkeeper took a ca1cu1ated r1sk in setting' the value

“of ftsh_taken in so that_it was suff1cientTy below what the . -~

- \ ' St

%
W
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“resa1e-market might be expected_to bring in. order to

- secure his~prof1ts. ,

-

" This practdce of pr1cing f15h below resale 1evels.was

further necess1tated by the fact that some shops, part1—.

S

".cu1ar1y the sma]ler ones, were. dependant so1e1y on the

profits the resale of f1sh to the 1oca1 merchant brought

oy

them. They had no-mark-up on the1r goods because they were

supp1y1ng dlrectly from the local merchant and paying h1s :
reta11 pr1ces for the1r stock Due to the low vo]ume of

trade, it was not feasible to br1ng the few items they

cou]d afford to-carry.from St. Johp' s. The cost of sh1pp- -

1ng, the fact that the amounts of goods bought d1d not .

merlt wholesa]e pr1ces, plus the 1nc1denta1 costs in hav1ng

to trave] “to St John 5-to make the necessary arrangements

were proh1b1t1ve

.
9

’ The ‘merchant. cou]d do 11tt1e but accommodaté the shop

trade because of the prox1m1ty of St. John' s If it became"

-necessary, the shops’ could have suppl1ed from thfre, and in
".fact the 1arge shops d1d just that Shou]d the merchant .
have attempted to phase out any of the shops,'onWy the

.-smal]er bus1nesses wou]d have been hurt, consequent1y, the

huckster trade would have concentrated itself on the one or .

tWO 1arger shops., ‘Henced the-merchant,wou1d not-on1y have

4
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jfaCiiitated the growth of a- potentiai rivai but ‘he woufﬁ\

: LT

. have 1ost the profits normai]y made ons (1) the goods soid

'fto the - shops at retaii prices and (2) the resaie of the ' _ ;-
' %fésh taken . in from the shops at thé price paid fishermen

Consumption Restrictions and the Adaptive Strategjes of the
Ciienteie < B

-~

The question which might be asked at this point is why

fishermen were wiiiing to se]l their fish at the shop for
1ess than the merdhant WOuid pay .The answer iies in the .

_fact that due to the credit system fishermen. once 1ndebted

wepe- placed- on a rationed diet, as dictated by the merchant

when ‘the fisherman got. himseif in debt there was iittie L L

hope.of being freed from it due either to the burden of -
'maintaining the charadteristicaiiy iarge:famiiy; or continui_ .
ed misfortune in the'fishery These men’ sought a ‘way arbund ;
" the ‘consumiption restrictionslpiaced‘on them. The so]&tion

Tay in taking some.fishﬁ>Without the merchant's knowiedge,"‘\
(despite the fact that the’ merchant had - some 1ien on it)

~and bartering this fish at -the ’hop S - 3' " \

°

on. first giance, because’ the vaiue given by the shop'
" was. Tower than what the merchant would give, the fisherman‘&

seems to have suffered a loss in this_transaction. _But as

. e

R O
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long as: the merchant was kept unaWare bf who was trading
at the shop, and the f1sherman cou]d continue to 1ncur.
J_debt with the merchant as we]] as trade a few fish

Z.the $1y", this was not rea]]y the case ' I§J1S true the
f1sherman"s debt’ 1ncreased 1n proportion to the f1sh not~'
’.turned 1n to the merchant however. this 1oss was on]y a .
.trea11ty on paper. "As: Tong as’ the merchant continued the
“pol1cy of carry1ng the 1ndebted fisherman, a]bett, on a.

“:meager diet, the rea] 1oss was the merchant S

g
' .

2 The goods carried by the shop were comparab]e to the“
“',kinds of stock the merchant offered in his store Sign1f1-
"cant1y. however, the 1oca1 popu]at1on referred to the dtems

‘luxurles - They were 1n excess of what they expected

"

" to obta1n thrbugh the norma] supp]y channel, the meréhant

sy

“y

Th1s clandestine f1sh trade: .was not- restrtqted to the

Southern Shore It appears to have been an Is1and widé

< ,practice, as Smallwood wr1t1ng on Briggs Cove on the North;

”7ern Pen1nsu1a, noted

"It,can safe]y be . said that in
- Newfoundland genera11y the fish produced
-*. by fishing crews is shipped to the mer-
chant, who did.the actual supplying.
: N1nety percent-of all fish is shipped
. to the merchant who d1d the supp]ying

. L »
. . !
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s .
.
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Sti11 the remaining ten perceént = =
caused some trouble and a. lot of '

. bad feeling hetween fisherman and '

" merchants,” (Sma11wood 1937: 182

The Goodr1dge f1rm differed 11tt1e from other merchants,

1n the1r resentment of the - huckster fish trade, and th1s was

despite the fact® that the bu]k of a mass catch was st111

" .every man that 1f he were caught stea]ing‘ fish h1s cred1t'

e s

5:11tt1e rea] danger

;§h1pped‘ to the f1rm A1though there was 11tt]e he could
do but to1erate the shops,athe merchant cou]d still exercise

some controT over the f1sherman A threat was placed on

\
© would | bé cut-off Certa¥n1y th1s was feared by every man as
the ultimate repr15a1 It resu]ted 1n severe 11m1tat1ons on .
the. amounts of fish traded.by any one fisherman to-the shop,

., _however, jttdid not stoplthe.trade; EAs.long as enough care

o

'.was taken to conceal'such transactions so"thét the merchant .

i could not pin- po1nt blame on any one, fgsherman, there Wa's .

.ﬂ
. ) ’ " B 1) ' - R . ‘-
The community -generally facilitated the shop trade by

madntaining'a'shrbud of secrecy around ft The 1oca1 att1-‘

[

--‘tude toward the merchant made such a co-operative effort

' poss1b1e Desp1te the fact that some of the Goodr1dges and_:_:

their agents were often looked upon as be1ng fair and gen-

.erous,_the syst/m they imposed was' held: as be1ng exp101t1ve“

oA ' " L. T
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one f1sherman~put it:

hear1y at 1840, was as,ev1dent-here asnanywhere else on the’

e

*

of the fisherman, This‘was an'inevitable conc]uiafn since

»

even the. merchant 5 agents 11Ved 1n homes comparab]e in .

comfort onty to that of the pr1est (Nemec, 1973 18) As

"Sure,.they had to make their
money somewhere, and they. were mer- -
“chants, so they had to make it off -
us the fishermen. -I.Know we had
.:nothing -and T.allows 1t was our : .
money they made-a]ong with their own." .

=Fnrthermore, the fact that these were Ir1sh Catho]1c
commun1t1es and Goodr1dge s was.an Eng]1sh Protestant ‘com-
pany s]ackened many a good conScience when it came to '

dece1v1ng the. merchant After a11, what sin to stea1 from

' the Protestants? ng 1bng stand1ng fee11ngs of host111ty

.between f1sherman and merchant wh1ch Jukes had noted -as -

2"

“'Is1and (see Jukes'as recorQed in Innis, p.386) Theﬁfo11ow-

1ng excerpt takep- from a 1oca1 song ca1]ed F1ve Pounds in the

-Fa11 1nd1cates th1s host111ty

- Bad Tuck to you o]d Goodr1dge

And 11kew1se Ke]hgrew3

/

3Ke1ngew ‘was the domlnant merchant 1n Renews early in

the 19th. century, but by.the end of this century he was

bought-out by the Goodqigig firm. Ironically, Goodridge is
said ‘to have gotten his rt as a clerk, with Ke111grew

',(Ke1th Matthews, persona1 communicat1ons)

’

.
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And aTl the other merchants,

They,are supp]ying too. : _
‘That we may rise and they-may.f§11;
I mean’ the fisherman, L

And we w111 a1l 11ve happy,

Nhen their souls are gone to he11
‘The actual 'stealing' of: fiSh,was\usu61Ty.carh1ed:out

hy women;.'Taking severa1 f1sh at a time from"the fTakes;-'

s the women, An: order to concea] them, wou]d wrap the fish in

some part of the1r outer clothing Hence, the terms emp1oy—

'ed to 1nd}cate such “fish currency were 'shawl f1sh'1n

Renews and 'apron fish' in Ferryjand.

WOmen, rather than men, took the fish because 1t was

'more practica] ‘ The women were the ones who worked ‘on the
'ftlakes making the f1sh during the daytime, wh11e the1r hus -
'bands f1shed They had ready ascess to it and they a1so

'knew best fust what was needed for the househo]d

?

HOWever, the fact'that'womenfdid.the 'dirty' work of

stea11ng f1sh was also tied into the mora1 order of the
“community and is of strateg1c'sjgnif1cance My 1n1t1a1 1m- T
'~pressjon,6n‘fjr§t indh1ring into ‘the attiv1ty surronnding

_the huckster shops lead me ‘to believe ‘men were.Opposed to

1
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this practice'and'tried;to stop it. To an extent this may

have been.true, due to the severe consequences of being'
caught, and the fact that men were often unsympathetic to
the1r w1ves appea]s for non essent1a1 items. such as
curta1n material and face 'soap. However, the extent to

which the shop trade Was. carr1ed on’ over a number of years

. .

t1nd1cates that few husbands ever took effect1ve measures

Te .

to put a stop to .the 'stea]ing More correct]y, the men

wished to appear not to know about such act1v1ty and not '

‘to be open]y 1dentrf1ed w1th 1t

.

From the, community's poifit of view it was-important

"that'men pub]ic]} uphold the.morai/order; to'be honest agd
i

stralghtforward 1noany and a11 trathCtﬁons if we'con-

s1der that. much of the act1v1ty in fishing and subsistence

"production requ1red a co operat1ve effort, the rat1ona1e
'behind this code of- honour bécomes . c]ear As 1ong.as it
',ex1sted, conf11ct between men ‘was avo1ded and there'nas no —

.d1sruptlon of the co- operat1ve eth1c (cf. Martin,

1973 84-88)

-
<.

Women, on'the‘other‘hand, were allowed more latitude

A1 what they did.and said,. In part, this refiected the

attitude of a patriarchia] soc1ety toward women, who were

read11y ‘considered weaker and subject to 'foolish' (1rres- '

' pons1b1e) behaviour. Often this attitude was supplemented B

t
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"by the fact that women were 'strangers‘ who had married
‘.1nto thevcommunity As such their behaviour could not o
be accounted for.ﬂ Consequentiy, there existed a dichotomy
between the expected behav1our’of men and women '

El

_ Whatever the reason for this perception of women, it
R'gave them ‘cénsiderable ieeway in exhibiting deviant behav-
i{our as compared to men, Nor could a man be heid entirely .
"responsibie for h1S wife S unacceptabie behav1our, which
was more a function of being womanish and strange than .2
épything e1se Hence, ‘for a woman to steai a few-fish to.
barter was more in keeping w1th the mora1 order of . the
community They couid 51destep the 1ssue .more easiiy with- )

&

out cau51ng an upset in. the community '_

By maintaihing h1S p051tidn of non 1nvo1vement, the -

'fisherman~cou1d 51mp1y stand behind his 'innocence', if his

' nw1fe were caught trading at the shop On the rare occa51on,

when someone was caught this apparent]y ‘worked quite well
.Wwith the fisherman promising to bring ‘his wife into line
"I could f1nd only one occasion ‘where Che merchant 'cut a man
- off' because of his wife 3 stealing f1Sh } In thiS'case the
:husband had been warned about his w1fe s activity on]y a few

days before the agent waiked into a shop to find her passing

f

Yor

i . . . -
ied et ‘s



f1sh over the couﬁter. The man was suspended fro% any right (-’J

-to draw cred1t however. the suspens1on Tasted only two ‘
moqﬁh;. Still, this was a suff1c1ent time to let both.thé -»‘f o
' fisherman énd the:community pondérntﬁé extent of théfébnse-' ‘

4

quences in the face of the oncoming winter, . e T
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' ',for the shop to expand Capital poor, the shops, uniike_

L Pt TCHAPTER FIVE - .

S

$ D
A PERIOD 0OF ECONOMIC GROWTH AND ITS IMPACT ON THE
) LDEVELORMENT OF THE SHOP

. % o BEEY
-

S
1 .

KA
’ »
. L] Wt

1t hasﬁaTready been established that the shOp Was a S

‘functionaT part of economic T1ifey in Rénews and’ Ferry]and

by 1904 | At that pOint its oder tion within the A

2

:ijstructures piaced on the\iocai economy under the credit

-.“5ystem was a]most 1f not entirely, dependant on a small,,

iiTegitimate barter trade Furthermore, as Tong as. the

Toca] economy was based entire]y on credit and controiied
by 2 single merchant, who acted as supp]ier and fish o
marketing agent for- the community, there was Titt]e room

B

the merchants' businesses, were unabTe to secure and ex-"_

-_pTOit a reguiar cTientele through the extension of credit

1 = . . -
By the 1930 s thTS scene had changed somewhat Though

the Yocal economy was sti]i in the hands of mercantiTe in—

) terests, the shop had® attained a much greater importance f

0

W1thin the 1ocal’ economlc framework The medium of exchange

at the shop was sthting from barter to cash: The larger
u""‘ l . .. ‘ - :

Lo e 1 o o
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shopsawere extend1ng a. 11ttle cred1t and cater1ng to a more

6 .

regu]ar1zed c11ente1e. Th1s suggests a change i the 1gcal
,econom1c structure It is th1s change and the expan510n of

.,, the shép, as’ a result of 1t that I'Sha1qﬂattempt tg OUtPtneAf.

in th..15 Qhapter" N . ' . --‘_..."_ . . y

3. w1th the fa11ure of " 1nd1genous banks 1n the crash of

1894 Canad1an banks moved to Newfound]and to f11] the re-

su]tant vacuum._ Un11fe the1r forerunners,'these fore1gn

L] - -t

gbankers d1d not restrﬂct themse]ves to catér1ng sole]y to

o the St John s commerc1a1 commun1ty Sma11 bwnks were

estab11shed 1n certa1n outports where 1t was. fe]t they Were

3

g necessary and feas1b1e.- In th1s way the process of extend—.f°

-1’-\'

'1ng the cash\system to the ruraI sector of the Is]and was.

set in mot1on.ﬁ (Innis, 1954 462) et ".i? 1§f-
' ‘\ N . ’ . * ,‘Q"'. s N LY ter "'-“- _l""

§‘f The flow of cash to the, rura] areas d1d not bf:éouﬁse,¥
f ‘ r -

resu]t s#%p]y from the presence of banks 1p sbme outports

Rather, it was d1rect1y tied 1nto a per1od of genera] im-”

&

provement in the Newfound]and economy whlch was ev1dent by

the-close of the n1neteenth century Dur1ng the 1ast -' IR
quarter. of. the century,,1hdustr1al1zat1on]”had grownxat.af-
. ) . : s e
— N e ‘ ; .‘.;_' -
1,8 . T : C Sl
’ (a) Tn 9866.a number of small m1nes were opened up’ on ¢
the shores of Green Bay . ; -
. . 3 o ;

i
f
3
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‘, s]ow but def1n1te and increasing rate For exanple,'the

.construct1on of the trans-1s]and railway a]one “pumped

millions offdo11ars of cash 1nto what had been an a]moet B

w

eﬁclusively credtt economy., ! '(Noe1 ‘19?1J26)"By'the

'-1ate 1890 s the f1sh1ng as well was showing 1mprovement,
,;“as catches were good and the export ‘value of sa]t cod
' ':__began'to ai'ﬁb With the~advent of WQfld War I pr1ces

-:'skyrocketed to an a]] -time’ h1gh peak1ng ‘at’ an unprece~

dented $14 40 a qu1nta1 1n T918. (see F1gure I page 43)

,Of the war per1od R.H. MacKayevan economic h1st0r1an,

. -"The economic effect of the T
war, -after.the first shock of be- CoL e
‘wilderment had subsided, was to. T
. © stimulate trade’'and. 1ndustry, thus
‘ ‘brifging about a few years of - .
exceptiondl prosperity. Spain and-
Portugal were open markets, and °
Italy was on-the side of the Allies.
Newfoundland's compet1tors in the- |
. dried-fish industry were unable to -
ma1nta1n‘product1on at’pre-war Tevels,

(b) In 1896 the trans island- rai]way was comp]e ﬁ?
arder the Reid Company, which subsequently enlarged it s

(e) In 1895 iron ore was ' dﬁscovered on Be]] Is]and

wheré mines were in-production prior to:World War -I.
~(F)

on the Is1and 5 ;econd paper mi 14 to "be 1ocated at Corner

_Brook

‘.

. o

. coastal steamship service to areas of Newfoundland 1naetess—
"-ible-by-rail.
" ., (c) As .a consequence of the ra11way service,-a number‘
_of small sawmills opened up a]ong the route.
T o (d) In 2909 Jthe Island's f1rst paper m1]1 went 1ntq
product1on at Grand Falls.

In- 1920wan agreement was signed to commence work

I e ey e b

wa
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7
’ . TABLE -1 . . :
v SALT DRIED CODFISH EXPORT& FROM NENFOUNDLAND* !
L . \:.‘5 Export VaTue per
Year Quintals - : -|Quintal .in.DoTllars -
21890 1,040,916 - .3.70
1891 - 1,244,834 3.90.
"1892 1,049,310 3.45
1893 1,060,335 ,3.60~
1894 1,407,696 . 3.29,
1895 ~ 4 | ,312,608 ' 2.92"
1896 . 1,135,817 2.46
1897 - . 1,145,540 - * |~ 2.82 -
1898 ' ~ 1,226,336 ' - 3.62
.1899 . 1,300,622 4,19 -.
. 1900 - 1,233,107 . 4.19
S8 1901 1,288,955 4.27
1902 °. - 1,429,274 C 0 3.94
1903 1,360,373 - " | - 4.,37
1904 1,196,774" . 5.14
1906 1,480,734 " - 5.31
1906 1,422,129°~., 5,63 .
1907 1,509,020 5.100 - .
, 1908 1,732,172 - 4,20 ..
11909 -« 1,502,020 4,08
1910 . 1,182,480. 5.54 .
<1911 1,387,930 .. 5.07
21912 1,408,501 o ‘5.66
1913 © 1,247,234 - 5.80
1914 1,094,122 - . 6.70
'1815 “1 421“014, ’ 7.31
- 1916 1,568;055 8.21
1917 1,821,206 - 10.33
-1918. 1,681,730 14.46
i 1919 1,787,849 ©12.67
1920 1,363,787, . 9.717
A 1921 1,592,046 - 7.34
‘ 1922 1,483,087 - 6.86
1923 . -1, 26& 668" 6.78
1924 1,165,097 . 8.96 -
1925 1,366,461 - 8.82
1926 1,589,84] - . 7.58
© 1927 - 1,573,748 . 7.33 .+ %
1928 1 293 502 ©.9.14
1929 . 1,252,479 J9.20
. 1930 1:147,108 / 6.72 T
'1931 1, 111 007 . ﬁ 4 52
*Stat1st1cs from The. Book of Newfound]and Vo] 1, p.325.~

. This-figure gives some indication -of f1uctuat10n in fish
'catches and prices 1890-1931,

the century

W

!

As is indicated,

both wete
.markedly improved for a period. 1mmed19te1y after the turn of

'
v
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whereds Newfoundland's -were the
.biggest-.in her history. Money was S :
" plentiful, the demand for fish rose =
. rapidly, and prices,sdared to ‘ :
.. heights never attained before. The
"~ shortage -of shipping was met by
. .pressing Newfoundland sailing
7 .7 vessels into service.. -Fishermen-.
. and merchants prospered o - :
e, 4B (MacKay,,1946 65) . Lo T
! . w1th the except1on of i brief ?ost war depression,

. th1s trend was to continue pretty We11 unt11 the 1930 s.

'when 1nternat10na1 trade generally co11apsed :(cf, SR

~
gl

a

- Table I Hence, for the first quarN‘? of th1s century
' '1ndustr1al1zation and the f1shery wou]d both act as

fveh1c1es for the d1spers1on of cash to the rural sector

T “The dntroductiun of the'Cash.System to the.Southern Ava]en

3

T W

) The 1n1t1a1 1mpact of the cash f1ow to the rural sec-
tor durinq th1s per1od was undoubted1y fe]t in the |

1ndustr1a11zed areas, particu]ar]y the, Is]and s north east
2-

“.region. There the _paper and 1umber 1ndustr1es, p1us min-

1ng, added a wage 1abour market to traditiona] co adventurer:

-\/ -

. ’7-( “
2 (s (1954:462- 65) holds the view that industrial

‘growth and the spread of. the cash system freed the fishermer

from the credit system .and'resulted in the decentralization-
of p011t1cal power. He points-to the development of the
Fisherman's-Protective Unfon at the turn of the century as
an examp]e of this change. Its origins and strength lay in

,the outports ‘of "the northeast coast, -where the F.P.U. was *
- responsible "for the opening up of a number of cash stores

(cf. Gwyn, 1968)

¢
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forms of emp]oymént the goﬂ”qnd'seéi fiShér1ns' (cf.
“perlin; 1959 39 alsa Noei-. 1971:Ch. 7J) Yet, despite the -
. 'fact that Renews and Ferryland wou]d continue to exist '
-primar11y on a non 1ndustr1aHzed3 f1shery prior to the
1950's,. cash Was, 1n clrculation there 1n 1ncreasing
.quqnt1ty affﬁr the turn of the century, As one 1nformant”
. N e

e "For a. good many years before. the .
I .~ War, :(World War I) and for a few years Vvt
' ‘ after, there was lots of money on the '
. go and_things were ‘good all around.
- Fpr a while there after the War she S
(//Wgnt bad- a]right, but she came back s
“ ‘again-before the depression (1930's). o,
How I can remember that now is because
in 1928 1 boughg a horse from a fella
0 . .. in Lalvert.and T paid over fifty '
T dollars for him in"cash, In-that same
. .year I paid Lar over a hundred do1lars ;
v EE to renovate this house." ‘

s Jndicatibns sugh'as.a sharp 1ncrease in capitg1:jn-f
‘vestment.by'f1shenmen on boats and fishinngeé}, as well as -

“on house construction between ]9107193b, tend}tp-support this

3"Wh11e certain “sectors of the Is]and S economy under- '

. went industrialization.in-the first half of- the twentieth o

.'century, the fisheries did not-become mechanized until. after .
World War II. This was .particularly true of the southern
Avalon, where a relatively pre-industrialized, small-boat

inshore fishery remains-intact.even now." (Nemec, 19737 21)'

B
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4 . But the most b1atant evidence of the grow1ng pre-°

.sence . of cash, especia11y during the War period, ‘Was the '

_ constructfon of a bank at Ferry]and 1n 1916

..I

Fo1low1ng the turn of the century, cash entered the

-1oca1 economy, as 1t d1d 1n other parts of the Is1and b ’

the wage labour market and the . fishery In 1911 con-
struction began on ‘a branch 11ne rat1way from St. John 'S -
‘to Trepassey Para11e11ng on the micro 1eve1 the effectsj_i

of the bu1]d1ng of the’ trans- 1sland 11ne, th1s construction

. was the means whereby thousands of do]lars were pumped 1nto

an economy which- had operated a1most exclus1ve1y on cred1t

P

The ef'fects,.oa‘; the cash '.ctr'c,u]ated}._by the laying of

the Trepassey line-would probab1y haye.been short term, if

J
oo

. . . . .
v
. . B . .
. 2 . < . i . . ¢
. s . .
[

[

. 4Dur1ng this per1od the tota] number of codtraps,
bultow lines and-cod.nets 1ncreased in both-Renews and ..

,Ferryland There was also.an 1ncrease in the.-number. of in-
“shore fishing boats. (census returns, 1891~ 1921) - Byt “of -

more stgn1f1cance, and something. which the census does not
reveal, is.the fact that the’ ownersh1p of this fishing gear,
eepecial]y traps, was now held by fishermen, . particu]ar]y '
family crews; whereas previously the merchant had ‘owned -and

.operated the bulk of traps wsed in.the study communities.

In Renews, *wh1ch relied more heavily than Ferryland on a
"hook and 11irie! fishery, the western boats (medium-sized

.. schoonérs 30. tons or over),which had been owned .by the

merchant disappeared‘ while fishermen gained. ownershfp of a

© small version of the same vessel, the jack boat. Furthermore,
it was dur1ng_the First World War that the gas engine, used

.
1]
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“it. had been an isolated development within the no-cash
:vacuum of the trad1t1ona1 economy -of the 'Shore’ what-‘

[ever money there was 1n c1rcu1at10n wou]d eventua]]y have

", Vfound its way into the coffers of 1oca1 or.St. John' s RRT-

_chants. Without a-mechan1sm to 1nsure a.return flow, the
.ipca] pooisvof.cash would ;qoﬁ‘nadé dried op. However,

thisiwas‘notsthe case. 'By the t1me|tﬁe railway was com-
pTeteo WOr1dear.I.had broken out, and;withfthe soaring.
.price of f1sh theyrecirculat1on-of money to the ootports

was assured '

The: presence of cash .in the outports acted to contra-
vene the operation of the cred1t system. Its natural.
function as an a]] _purpose. medium of exchange was to act as

S a corros1ve agent on the power the merthant trad1t1ona11y »

to propel small f1sh1ng craft. came into wide use though Jt
had been. introduced .to the region in 1908. From what infor-

. 'mdtion I can.gather, there were more -houses built during the

< s

World War I period than.for any relative period of time prior

' to ‘the"War or in-the following interim preceding confederation.,

. More striking,, howéver, was the amount of repair and reno-
-vation made to houses at this.time.. Most houses-inderwent
~'some alteration-and were usually enlarged. Lt was dur1ng
"this boom period the bulk of the saddle-roofed 'salt-box'

- “type houses, which had predominated the house style im botn f

the outports today

..‘ .

“a
nt
‘

- communities, underwent a metamorphosis in design to emerge as
"the 'flat-roofed' -squaré-box design’ wh1ch is st1]1 common An -
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wieided ouer’the'oytport consuher. This power Stemmed'froh
‘ the. merchant's-honopo1y of'the’supoﬁy'trade through his
“. man1pu1at1on of .the. creditlsystem to create a 'conversdon
. barrier prevent1ng a direct exchange of fish. for cash- 'an'r
“this way sthe merchant 1nsured that the fisherman was a]ways |
ob11gated to him’ through an ever ending series of cred1t
: transactions. (cf{Bohannon, 1967 123-35) By the “turn d%
the'century,”hduever, this situation was changing to the

Al

b advantage of the consumer. Consider' (a) that the flsherman .

f_ =, .- no. 1onger had to accrue credit with the merchant on- the sa]e

N

of his catch and therefore was no 1onger tied to one supply-
ing merch nt' (b) that cash cou]d be held,.1n reserrb‘by the
-fisherman?without-h1s~undergd1ng deprivation, as was not’
1nfrequent1y the resu]t with credit accrued, owing to the
‘merchant s dubious man1pu1at1ons of account books of ‘Wh ch

. the_1gnorant fisherman-understood.11tt1e.

4

. In short, cash gave ‘the outport consumer a far greater
degree of freedom than he had -ever he1d before over where '
and what he purchased It was then’ idea]]y possib]e, .once .
cash was “introduced,. for the reta11 trade to be conducted by

’ entrepreneurs not at a11 1nvo1ved 1n the purchasing and ‘

‘ market1ng of fish, nor w1111ng to*become entang1ed in large

credit transactions such as- f1tt1ng out. Hence,.for
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ourports such as, Renews and Ferry1and who'were affebted

" by this cash f]ow, a fundamenta] change was brought “about

"1n the economic structure of these outports wh1ch made’ 1t
’possib]e for sma]l operations such as the huckster shops

to expand their trade beyond the 11m1tat1ons of petty d

.
barter.

_The‘Inoatt of St. John'a on'the Deve]ophent of the Shogj

w

A.. "The Return-‘of Market Compet1t1on to the Southern ‘ -;
’ Avalon and 1ts Effect ‘on the’ Supp1y Trade" . -

o An early-introduc{1on of the cash, system to Renews and-.
-:Ferry1and was very much‘.‘funct1on of their geographica]
.prox1m1ty to the commercial capita] -+ St. John §. For
'Jexample,_after 1910 wath the oneration of the Trepassey
branch’ ra11way, a qourney.to St. John s from either of the.
ﬁstudy communjties\could be made in about thnee.hours. Even.
priorﬁto‘the rai]way, when'sai1‘wa% the predominant means

of transportat1on, it was possible to reach St. John's 15'

5,

less than” ha]f a day. Therefore, 1t 1s not surpr1sing that

the. Southern Shore, more readily than most 1so1ated non-

!
t1ndustr1a11zed sect1onérof Newfound]and (see’ Smaleood{

L] .~

) Initially fish was exported ,to St. 'dJohn's daily by.
- train, : . '

» . Y

o
- i
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1934:18; a1so Szwed,-1966:23-42) reflected the economic
developments centered {in the_commércjd]'capitaT at the . .

r .

turn- of the century. Voo ; T '“,
w1th the 1ncrease 1n the market price of f1sh after

ﬁ900 the 1nterest of St John S merehants6 in. the Southern

Shore filhery Qes rek1nd1ed \ E1ther by sending,out traye]-

ing buyers 1n the fall, or by.estab]ishing permaneht aeents

{n'the'outports;'these 'outsi de” merchants“fnvaded the .

territory of the'Goodridges: Many of these were wi]]ing to;‘

C;upp]y for the fishery and to pay cash to f1shermen for

‘what was owed them after ‘the straighten1ng up at the end

tof‘the season. As f1shermen, ‘embo1deried by the prospects of

Sal better deal, turned away from the Goodridges, a monopo]y,

~ born out ofs the econom1c stagnation of the 19th. century,

' began to erumble Whereas previously cash seldom, if ever,

Dchanged hands in’ transact1ons between merchant and fisherman,f‘

- by wOrld war I this was no 1onger the case, Aware of. the_

'1everage given to them by the ex1stence of competition,-

f1shermen not on]y sought cash payment for what.was coming to

»

. z*z_them after straighten1ng up w1th the, Goodridges, but for, the

U

: 6For example Monroe Export Company. Baine & Johnstone s
ard Bowrings,
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first’ t1me they démanded deta11ed statements: of goods_

~tcharged aga1nst the1r summers actounts '

A By the c]ose of the war the Goodridges had introduced
'a new po11cy to govern the1r transactions with f1shermen .
'half- truck ha]f cash' Under th1s system, after
_ straightening h1s account, a fisherman was a]]owed t0 draw
" half the. balance owed him in cash The rema1n1ng half of

the f1sherman s c]ear earn1ngs had to be taken up in

/
supp]1es from the merchant's store In the formulation of

_the 'ha1f truck ha1f cash' po]1cy, it is. 1mp11c1t that

(a) the supply trade was st111 a 1ucrat1ve one for 1oca] mer-

chants, espec1ally where monopo]ies ex1sted- (b) by WOrld War

o1 effect1ve compet1t1on from.other supﬁ11ers, i.e. - the shﬁps,

d1d ex1st (c) these other supp11ers were attract1ng a si&-

L
-8

n1f1cant port1on of the. e;\§t1ng cash trade ‘to warrant the
Goodridges 1mp1ement1ng a po11cy to protect the1r reta11

1nterests ' L i ‘ T

It must be rew112ed that the need for credit or the
’ credit system did-not. come to a dramatlc .end w1th the - resur-
‘gence of eompetitwn on the Wre after, 1900. Until -

'government ass1stence, i. e, grants ior gear and unemp1oyment

. - )
/;\ - . ° . ~
. . * ‘e A
- » . . . . .
] oo
. . . .

Hnsurance, ended the need fo;/spr1ng f1t;outs in,the late

e e
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| effects ‘of competit1on, made it posstb]e for a fisherman

A Y I

.
-
)

h.t950“s} fdshermen oonttnued'to‘obtain supplies om'dredit
-at the start of each fish1ng season and there were many
f1shermen who remained 1ndebted to a merchant In the ma1n-‘

lthough, the/pr1ce of fish, good year]y catchﬁs, and the

° /

~ to free h1mse1f from the entang]emen& of be)ng perpetua]]y
dependant on and obligated to a s1ng1e merchant. The mono-

) ‘po11c1es wh1ch had ex1sted on the fearful know]edge that

in. any g1ven year a11 that m1ght extst between A man and
j
starvat1on was the power of the‘merchant to extend credit,

".:dimtnished when cash was p]aced 1n the fisherman s pockets
'The psycho]ogwca] and- economic burden which operated to A
"; retard the growth of entrepreneur1a1 act1v1ty had eased o

"cons1derab1y earTy 1n thTS century -in both Renews- and

f Ferry]and a’s aodtrect result of their prox1m1ty to St John's.

& HB." "The Deve1opment of S$t. John s as the.Major Nho1esa1e

Centre for the Island and\%its Impact on the Shop"

. The w1thdrawa1 of En911sh

' fNewfound1and after the Napo]eonic Wars paved the, way for the

emergence of St. John s as the Centre of the ﬂs]and s eco- |

nomie activity. Great]y expanded, as a resu]t of
1mmighat10n during the boom war period,.the'town was to'hah—'.:

" bour the headquarters:of a; few large f1rms which remained

1

.
?

mercanttle 1nterests from ;

e

A - e

Y ad vl



“in the'Newfoundiendftrade; 'fhrough'the:matntenanqe of _'“ o
agents,ih-the outborte'(Nemec; 1973;J§) or h& means of -

.tradingischooners (Ear1e, 1@71-15); theee ftrmsﬁcontinued .
-to dom1nate the retail trade of the rural sector. éegin-
‘ming toward the end. of the 19th century, however, there
was a change in" the structure of th1s 1nterna] trade

.system. This change woqu u]t1matejy have a bearing A

~the development of the shop on the Southern-hva]on.

“ my ¢
Either as: a. consequence of the Vacuunm created due to’

/}he vo1untary withdrawal of St. John! s merchants from

{
direct involvement Jn the outport trade, (Prowse, 1922 530)

or-as a result of the usurpihg, through business initiative,
of .the foothold theee merchants held in the OUtports}
“(smallwood, 1937:15-18) a number of small independant - _

'1oca1' erchants began to emerge Gradué]]y a new c]ass

of middlemen was: ga1n1ng contro] of the outport trade ,fon-"

* .
currently, the 1mportance of. St. John $ as. a- reta11 centre

‘ghve~waj to “the burdeonino who1e5a1e trade‘which‘was

deve]oping as the: town became xhe prfntipa1 centre of supp]y

o for these m1dd1emen w1th 1ndustr1a112at1on and 1mprovements

in the f1shery afterf1900 the demand'for goods on the rura]-
markets increased This factor, coup}ed w1th 1mproved o

communicat1on between St. John S and the out]ying areas, p]us
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the effect of 11qujd ‘cash!', acted as a'batalyst to "the

7

1

The shift towards an empha519 on the who]esa]e trade

'.was 1mportant to reta11 outlets, which had. access to St.
John s at an 1ncrea51ng rate after 1900 The capab111ty

“of St John s bus1nesses 0 hand1e this trade was becomfng

more sophist1cated For examghe, new ffrms were estab]ished
K a’*-".
and o1d Jones geared themse]ves to. supp]ying c11ents of the

_retaf] trade Furthermore, as the wholesale sector of the

3 ,St John's business commun1ty wgéﬁﬁﬁ’fonger operat1ng

w1th1n a tota]ly credit economy, or for- the preservat1on of

1t, the traditiona] posture of 11m1t1ng the quantity and ~

,~Nar1ety of goods ava11ab1e to the rura] popu]ations

' 'd1m1n1shed. wholesate out]ets, dependant only on the supp]y

trade for the1r surv1va1, attempted “to 1ncrease the vo]ume

and thereby the var1ety of goods offered to reta11ers

. §£: pp5) A]though whatever progress made in, this’ direct1ob

t have been ‘'small by post confederatfon standards. this’

' 5

was a signif1cant change in commercial th1n§1ng towards the

commercial metamorphosis of St Johnnsi '(Ljnis,;1954:4dz) o

Y

-

»

'\c'

' W 7 -

outport consumer .. ',J..
I ¢ ™ o , ' :

The-Peddiers’ S e T

E - 1]
Prior to World War I and at an 1ncreasfng rate during

“the prosperous WaJ years, a new var1ety of merchanf‘ R

<

&

I
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"i.e. cheap to11etrres perfume, JeWe11ery“ ch11dren 5utoys,.;.f.

Y
¢ - 5 N

appeared on the”Southern ‘Avalon. ThESe were the ) ack men‘g‘,

or peddlers who carr1ed in the1r backpacks and su1tcases,

in essence, a portable shop Ca111ng from door ‘to- d00r -

\‘-_ -~ !

1n each sett]ement, these men offered a w1de se1ect10n of

sma11 1tems that norma11y were ava11ab1e on}y 1n St, John '§5-0

m1rrors, c1ocks, re11g1ous art1facts, etc .

.

Para11e11ng the ro]e of the1r counterparts ln the' o

i

'19th century Un1ted States of Amer1ca, these peddlers repre"L

sented a tran51t1ona1 per1od 1n the opentng up of rurat
reta11 markets : (Carson, 1965 16] 70) They were part of -~

the mechan1sm of the rura] shop and s1mu1taneously refﬂected

v - n, 1

the 1ncreas1ng ease of acqu1r1ng who]esa]e goods and the

pressure on¢5t lphn S: who]esalers to find an outlet for

~
' -trucks were begtnn1ng to enter the area Some operated 1n_ .

the1r wares “ - ,-PJ_;um:yﬁr“’o“

The com1ng of the pedd]er also foreshadowed the devel— I

opment of the trave11ng wholesa]er and sa1esmen who wou]d

cater so]e]y to05upp1y1ng the needs of. the shops w1th theﬂ
3 .

advent of the motor"car to the Shore ln the 1ate 1920 §,

the stage was set for the entrance of th1s new ktnd of

pe&']erﬂ By the 1930‘ Jsma11 who]esalers 1n motor cars and

the employ of St John 5 wholesa1ers, for examp]e, dur1ng

the summer per1od the Aereated water WOrks sent a truch out'

et
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regu]ar]y to se]] m11d beer and soft dr1nks A fgw'dny .

goods sa]esmen, who st111 operated smal] who]esa]e out]ets

.in St John s, also began to cater to the shops in an .,

*

attempt to push the sale of .their goods. w1th the. out-
.break of World War 11 the number of these pedd1ers L ';'“

R W ¢
1ncYeased Ta1r1y rapid]y ref]ect1ng new wartrme prosper1ty

Unt11 1arge who]esa]e f1rms began to operate in the area in

the ear]y 1950 s, these sma11 who]esa]ers. pedd]ers, er ;,“

sa]esmen were- to rema1n the ch1ef source of supply for the

\ \
~'shop on the Southern Ava1on.
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Lo b INoharTER SIX-

3

. PROSPERITY AND THE SHOP: 1910 - 1930

o .

[}

Thenshops'capita112ed on the-demands'generated by war-

3t1me prospergty and the freetng up of the’ reta11 market from

1ts bondage to the credit system Sens1t1ve é% the grow-

1ng potential of the retail market §hopkeepers took the' '

\71n1t1at1ve and in addit1on to 1ncreas1ng their stock .of .
essent1a1 1tems, they broadened the variety of goods offered

i for-sale. For example,’ they’ fo11owed the success of the

pedd]ers by cutt1ng into the sma]l but lucrative petty goods c

‘g

ntrade, which the 1atter had been deve]oping s1nce the furn .

:of ‘the century. .',” ' ,“?f\\

iy SRR

Certainly, orie of the factors whlch contributed to the:

3

.

' success of the shops was .the . 1nf1ex1bf11ty of the merchant s ’

store to- respond to new consumer demands " The. 1atter were |

encumbered by the1r attempts to cont1nue their operations on .

the pr1nc1p1es and menta11ty of the o]d credit system, that
they attempted to ensure’ the 1oya1ty.of their c]ients by
"

Azgtwng them out For the fishery, thereby 1ncﬁr{1ng a 1arge
risk' ~0On the other handg they attempted to restr1ct the

-

o

size of thls risk by 11m1ting the variety of the1r stocks to . -

e

o
f
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‘o

essent1a1~1tems Thus, they attempted to. control consimer e

Jdemands" The shops, hogever,’ were. not 1nvo1ved in 1arg@

credtt transact1ons (see PP 64) and were much more versa-

t11e in the1r respdnse to chang1ng market cond1tions

They stocked a re1at1ve1y 1arge se1ect10n of non essent1a1.
1tems, 1.e. face soap, t1nned m11k yard goods, etg., as -

. we]] as a quant1ty of essent1a1 goods, a11 of which made e

‘it possible for the shrewd consumer,to_secure a_1ttt1e

extra vartety and.quantity of '1mported' boods.'-Conse-'

i quent1y, the shops attracted most of whatever cash trade
‘there was 1n the communities, espec1a1ly Where the cl1ent o .

- w1shed to concea1 from h1s main creditor, the merchant

the fact that he m1ght>have a 11tt1e surp1us cash on hand

(see pp 62) . . v-., L o !

P

' Y
The r1ft that deve]oped between the Goodrtdge tirn’
and d1ssent1ng f1shermen, a product of renewed market com-

pet1t1on, was another factor which operated for the

benef1t of the shops - The rehationship wh1ch had" ex1sted
between these two was norma11y h1gh1y persona11zed w1th .-'

the merchant perce1v1ng h1mse1f to. be the benefactor of the

fisherman When‘;bé 1atter in1§1ated an end to the re1at-
1onsh1p by taking h1s trade elsewhere, the consequences

transcended the stralghtforward econom1c 1mpl1cat1ons

(Szwed 1966 42) Bad fee11hgs arose between ftsherman and

27 T

% et
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'merchant which cod]d*not'ea§11y,be resolvdd. Thjslhas'-'-u-"‘ . ”" ;;

s -

[N

- especiallj true if the"fiehermah failed to clear all his
S{debt”pefore tefm1nat1hg the hejat1onsh1p and.wheﬁe the
fisherman and/oh merehant pubiicty cendemned ane anbther‘]'- SRR §
R In this case, the fisherman could not open]y patron1ze the ﬁu 3 ;n ;
) merchant s store without a 1oss of face S1nce the -

.d1ssent1ng fisherman's new supp11er usually e1ther operated‘ ' w.ﬂ;:.‘

DOUTINE Aoy

out of St. John s, or attbeSt a nearby'settlement, there -

e

was*af increased-depehdance.on the shop s an emergency | v
. 2 l,“ ‘ . ’ '\ ." '

L% es
DA+

guppty depot.

PPN

In 1914 proh1b1t10n was to provtde the bas1s for the . i
deve]opment of the shop 1n a d1rect1on that was,- at the '

o

Ty

. 1oca1 1eve1, cons1dered to be comp]ete]y remote from the

Y

E X

P
Pert )

.
RS

vy
PYREES

Tt 4as not uncommon for fishermen to 'stick'. (not pay) ,
his supp1y1ng merchant. -This was done by, w1thho1d1ng the e T
sale of fish from the supplying merchant and selling it.to an’ - L
independant ‘buyer.at the season's ‘end. During periods- of - )
peak competition, the merchant would normally not dttempt to
" force a fisheérman to pay. The-reason being that in most
case$ by the time action could be taken against a man, there
_‘would,be nothing to "collect other than to seize dn his house:
‘and land. The merchant could do this only\at-a high social; -
-and economic'cost.  Both ‘land and house werk crucial to sur-
vival dnd as such were sacred in the outporty therefore,- “the

e

Pk 3

.. censure of the community towards’seizure, which could be'

translated into.a decline in c]1ente1e. prevented the mer-.
chant from taking 'such drastic -action. Some f1shermen were
well aware of-the merchants dilemma afid wherever ‘sticking® S
constituted a feasible strategy. they -émployed it with 11ttle )
hesit?tion.‘:._ S . ‘ _ : - %
2The firm of Wa1ter Monroe did have an agent 1n o e

K
i

\
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'supply trade. 'The scarcity of 1iquor made 1t poss1b1e for.-'

the shops to add homemade hop and spruce "beer, and even
blueberry wine, to their 115t of goods so]d : This 'brew'
. was usua]ly pedd]ed at a few cents a glass and consumed.
in the shop There was another aspect to the 11quor trade.
‘however With thqurowth of a1coho1 smuggl1ng betWeen |
St. Pierre and_ Newfoundland, in response to prohib1t1on.
the shops on-the Southern Ava1on were frequent1y used a$,

3

fronts for loca1 distr1but1on

f

'6ne'add1ttona1 effeot produced hy the 1nterject1on'of'
cash 1nto the local economy was the deveTopment of a pettyn
\community market system 1n which: the’ shop often p1ayed the
centra1 ro1e As ‘well as fdsh, wh1ch was st111 bafrered
at the shops, other items were, also purchased and reso1d
Eggs were. pgrhaps the main jtem traded in this fashion
,The shops reso]d these eggs e1ther 1oca11y or co1lected them
OVer a period of timd, preserv1ng them 1n salt unt11 they. .
'cou1d be sh1pped to St. John s for resa]e In, season.-
1oca11y grown fru1t, such as-: crababples and p]ums,lwere aTso
circu1ated on’ th1s loca1 market By the ‘end of .the 1@30 s'

b]@eberr1es were added to the 1oca1 produce purchased by the

. Ferryland for & time to service his c]1ente]e In Renews
- ,however, -the only lecal alternative supplier to the.Good-
ridges was situated in Fermeuse, some three m11es away

i . \
AN Bt T L, W5 AR B e et e

s

[t

R~ o

Taz

3



- 6] .
e .l

!

shops, a]though they Were not reso]d 10ca11y but were sent. .

"d1rect1y to buyers inst. John S,

‘The post war depress1on produced a s]ump in the 1oca1A
i.economy, a’s the pr1ce of fish dropped sharp]y from 1921 23.
.This 1s substant1ated by one, re]iab1e 1nd1cator --
popu1at10n dec]ine During this period the popu1at10ns of-
. both Renews and Ferry]and were reduced by about 20%, pr1-
mari]y as a resu]t ‘0f - dut- migration (Census, 1921- 31)
"However, the overall effects of the depression on the study
Qommun1t1es were-not so ubiquitous as to restore’ the credit
' system to 7ts former status, which is frequent1y assumed 7
‘ to have been genera11y the case for Newfound]and (Noe]v
"1971 :149- 50) Nor were .the shops reduced to their'premuar_'
dependance on a small 111eg1t1mate barter trade. Though"

the depress1on did’ have a negative effect on - the rate of

growth experienced during the war years, ecoﬂomic conditions.

rema1ned such that the shops were able to-retain some of the

“foothold. they had gained 1n the supp]y trade For examp1e,

conttnued compet1t1on3 over the purchastng-of fish operated

N L3

£

; - 3One reason for this competition was undoubtedhy the
.fact that the large St. John's -firms rode the depréession ' .
. years fairly well and. therefore remained competitive fish
_buyers: 1In the Seventeenth Annual Report ...... of the
Newfoundland Board of Trade, 1925, 1t-was noted: S

e

S

~



to preve

trol. ove

nt the Goodridges.from‘regaihfng monopolistic. con-

r theilocaizeconomy, which would certa1n1y have

H

: g1ven them the power to force the shops out.of business.

" The pric

e patd for ftsh wou1d have been much 1ower than it -

1n fact was,‘and this wou]d have allowed the Goodridges to

create )
. One
. shops at

daughter

away

nce more an {ndebted and-dependant cHente]e.4

new source‘pf cash which found i1ts way into the
this t1me was the remittances pa1d by 'sons or

S who had 1eft the commun1t1es and found work

fie. the 'Boston ‘states. Remtttance money, wh1chf

came nto the hands of a fisherman who owed on an account

'with the

merchant, seldom found 1ts way into h1s store

The reason was samp]e in that 1t could, and very 11ke1y

wou]d be taken in. payment on account Therefore, it would-'

be 'lost

as g source.of income’ that could be spent or .

\ \
, »

This is. ev1dent .in that- the pr1ce offered for f1sh by

s

"During the years 1921 24

: many failures occurred; and by
elimination of these weak.concerns:

- the commercial outlook was 1mproved :
and business has-.shown a‘tendency .

“to gravitate towards established -~ - -
houses which have the capital, credit
and-.ability to conduct their affatrs
;along approved 11nes " ,

the Goodr1dges,was frequent1y forced upward when an ‘out-"
.side".merchant came into. the commun1t1es 1n ‘the fall and

offered a %etter pr1ce fOr fish

o
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' "add1t1dna1'supp11es.

By ]924 w1th the va]ue of fish aga1n c]1mb1ng on the

s foreign markets and w1th a general 1mprovement 1n the ‘

" over the f1sh1ng 1ndustry

"Newfound]and economy, there was another wave of opt1m15m

6 On the Southern Shore com-'

'pet1t1on 1ntensif1ed and once more. cash f]owed free]y as

7

St. John 5. merchan%s and ‘even’ 'fore1gners v1ed w1th 1ocaf(

fish buyersu ; '
i ,For.the shop another pErtod pf_acqe]érated growth was .

¢ .

5Even today ‘when. peop1e have regu1ar accounts at a.
local store - this practice continues where a client keeps
the storekeeper unaware of the fact .that he (the 11ent) has

lcontro] of a 11tt1e w1ndfa11‘ cash.

oo 6Increased exports of paper and m1neraﬂsﬁ plus improvéed .
market. gonditions fgr Newfoundland fish, brought. the amount
of, exports in 1926-27 in excess of $30m11110n. This :was .
very negr war time levels.. (cf. Sma]]wood 1937 Book 1, .

pp. 325 . T

J

A merchant of Span1sh or1g1n, 1oca11y knoWn as the
'"Spaniard', established a premise at Bay Bulls and purchased
~fish all a]ong the Southern Avalgn.. On at least one
occasdion a French 'merchant -bought- fish 'on the Shore'

Using his vessel anchored.at Cape Broyle as a trad1ng post
he issued supplies to fiShermen on the promise that they.
“wou1d sell him their catch.. Local reports suggest that he
was stuck' that year-.and d1d not return again. -



- number of abortive attempts at setting up shop. - -
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begun Between 1928 30 the number of . estab]ished' L e

'stores increased considerabiy in both Renews and

Ferry]and. (see Appendix) In addition, there were a
. : ) ;.

"

- Créedit in the Shop .

,

‘By.this time. the.small stores were'seriousiy cutting

into the merchant's controi of the suppiy'trade - The,

--1arger or established shops were a]ready extending credit.

though not fitting out for the fishery 9: As one inform-

.ant, who operated a shop in the- twenties and early. thdrties,
"':pointed out, to do any sizeable business it had become '

lnecessary to give credit-in-order to get the trade There-3

':fore, a ciient in good standing might expect to get from

ten to fifteen doiiars/ on tick' (credit), payabie usuaiiy

on a monthiy ba51s 10

o

81 have - considered an established shop to be one with

L an estimated minimum stock of $100.00 and with an operating ,
. life span of at 1east two years.-' .

~

"9

IOSuch accounts were often tied into time periods con-

\curring with o0l1d age pensions. Since the old_people tived

with one of their children normally,* this income was tied.
into ‘the family's budget Other sources of cash, such as
the annual few days' employment a man might get on.the 1ocal

, roads’, also were .a ‘basis on which credit couid be received
(Diiion, 1968 100 110) \ . .. .

'-
[

[ C B

. “This-sti1l was considered to be the responsibiiity of C o
the suppiying merchant, if he wanted a man's fish -

3

"4 359
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" The credit re]ationsh1p Was based on a sense of trust',

. between the shopkeeper‘and ¢lient. Speak1ng of shopkeepers

don the Is]and s southeast coast, Stiles’ noted C o

’

. "As w1th ‘the traditional ‘ o
: nerchant, credit buying for the ' :
purchaser was norma)]y a means
of consolidating one's relation-' .
ship with the shopkeeper, a kind
.0of personal symbol of loyalty,
or at least regularity.” '
.(St11es, 1972 23) ' '

. The situation fn Rénens and Ferny1aﬁd Was 1ittle dif%éréntq.

The use of credit by the shopkeeper, though 11m1ted 1n
’compar1son to the merchant Sy offered secur1ty to- both

' shopkeeper and elient; an alternate“but frequent]y ,

necessary source of credit for shhe c]dent,.and for the shop- -

keeper, a“regorer and re]iab]e:cldentele. SRR
s Lo

with 1mproved transportat1on between the study communi- ’

. ties and St John'* S, both by' train and steamsh1p. 1oca1
shopkeepers.were able to obtain stock from St John's. on @
_yéar‘roond'bas1s.. Through t1es deve1oped with St. John s
.wholesa]ers, who wou]d advance many ‘of the shopkeepers _
.t short term.(usua1Ty monthly) cnedjt on demand, the 1atter"

" Were ableﬂto:cap1tai1;e on tits service! Nhenever,they

_needed a_ few items they jost hadzto'send;an order‘to-their ‘

‘e

" wholesaler and the'goods-ﬁoqu be. sent by the,cheppeSt.

e
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. avaiiabie mea S, \ this way the shopkeepers avoided what

.wouid have been *economicaiiy prohibitive expense, nameiy

storing goods in buik for long periods, as was the practice

of the merchants. Consequent]y, though shopkeepers had to

'purchase their supplies through middiemen (wholesalers)

whiie the merchant (at 1east the. Goodridges) purchased most

of. their suppiies directiy from the exporting countriés

‘,thereby obtaining them at Tower cost. there wd's iittLe real

e d

perishable gdods.

difference ‘in the rate at which either[shopkeeper or mer-

\ { o< .
chant retaiied their goods Thelmerchant. uniike'the

shopkeeper, had the cost of maintaining 3, staff and ware- ..

houses. pius the expense, of the inevitabie damage to
11 , e

For the business to operate smoothiy the shopkeeper had

- to be abie to determine with a fair degree of accuracy what
‘.his turnover wouid be This was essentiai to avoid the risk

‘of overstocking goods which were stow to seii At the same L

t1me he had to provide an adequate service to his ciienteie
and issue reguiar payments. to whoiesalers for goods received

on credit The regularization of the storekeeper s custo-

. mers, thro{g% the utiiization of credit transactions with

11Fiour. sugar and butter were commoniy ‘stqred - in
buildings where temperature control was non-existent and
where vermin. mainiy rats, were a constant nuisance

el

Aoy sy DS
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~‘clients worked to this;end ‘ Certa1nly. While many shop-

keepers d1d not. de]iberate]% use this type of strategy.

'there were-some who - did.- The 1atter very. carefu]]y ba1-'
0

‘anced their 1ntake of stock against the1r expected sa]es,'

and these were the more successfu] shopkeepers because of
Ay B - . ' ’ \

‘3

it.

For the fishermen there were definite economic aqman-J

tages in dea11ng w1th the shop rather than the merchant s:

store. In order to attract trade the shopkeeper held

prices to a minimum and, if at a]] poss1b1e. so]d at "

o prices bé]ow those of ‘the merchant s store. Also, the ShOdf

keeper d1d not add a service charge on goods igsued on'

. crédit as d1d the merchant Th1s meant a saving of at

keeper than from the merchant he ' ;

leest 20% on shop goods gotten on credit Frequent]y the

~

saving was even greater as it was’ not uncommon for the i)

merchant to add a h1gher thgn norma] charge to the goods .

. of c11ents COns1dered to be bad risks Furthermore, after

N\
rece1v1ng a f1t out- from the merchant it was genera11y

easier to get add1t1ona1 supp11es on cred1t from the shop--

4

~

. f1t out. from the merchant .at. the st%;t of ‘the fishing

':season. This would 1nvo1ue‘a substantial amount‘of credft.

Now the yearly é%rategy of the f1shermen was to seek-a”.

v '
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_'from this wou]d be d1v1ded --. one part going ‘toward pay-
: 'ment of his spr1ng f%t out. the other go1n

";sufficient money com1ng to him to buy a w1nter s diet'

- necessity.

[ - ) . . » . iy

As- these supolies began to run short, say towards the end;
- of June, the- f1sherman wou]d then seek whatever he needed
on credit from the shop By the middle or the end of July .'

'he would. have some ‘fish tg put off' (se11) The returns -

At the, end of the f1sh1ng seast ‘the f1sherman would

ideally sell his catch and c]ose hts\lccount w1th the mer- -
‘chang‘ At th1s t1me. 1f he were 1ucky, he wou]d havea

»

:But if he, had any potent1a1 outs1de 1ncome -- from- ‘an old

age pens1on, ‘a guaranteed berth to the sea1 fishery, or -

ifrom havtng kept back few quinta]s of f1sh from the mer=s

'chant~to be sold elsewhere at a ]ater date “- the. f1sherman

might st111~carry a small account at,the store._ As with

_ the spring f1t out, when somé foodstuffs'trom his w1nter 's
jdiet were running out. he would supp1y tn small quant1ty

.fffrom the shop on cred1t for the f1sherman who dealt with

a merchant outs1de the commun1ty, as many . did during the
periods of peak’ buyer compet1t1on, the ab111ty to Open pr

carry on a'small cred1t account with the shop was atmost a

. . . . . . '
. ! * - N
. . . . ®

e,

o



" boyght.goods {ipe! hardware. goods ) whigh, due to ‘the, . 3
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As w1th merchant c11ent credit transaqt1ons, thbse

o~
s

Gf' the,shopkeeper o]1ent were not free of st1ck1ng Tth@“““
c11ent s refusal tovpay h1s debt [ff footnote 1 pp 59]) E " .

The shopkeeper'd1d not occupy the pos1t1oh of.power in. the

.1oca1 market system. (1. e- exporter of f1sh) wh}ch the mer- o P

chant‘d1d. He cou1d not contro1 h1s c11ent€? abuse of

cred1t through the man1pu1ation for prof1t of the f15her-
man,'s - 1gnorance of external market1ng cond1t1ons 12 -(cf- oL
Sma11wood 1937 20 23) ‘Nor" was- the shopkeeper as, essent1a1 K tf}ﬂ. e

a

to the f1sherman S econom1c strategy as. was the merchant . .;-. ﬂﬂ
,tfé; in. extend1ng spr1ng f1t outs to- start men off 1n the - . Ly

f1shery Therefore,,th shopkeeper held/a”much more vu1- . l. o

nerab]e pos1t1on w1th regards to- being stuck' L}- . ' . 2

. R
4 ' - N .
- 4 of v - . .
R .“, LY SN . B . . SERY s . N [y

N AN

He d1d hoWever, have some defense against h15 cT1ents T v
abuse of cred1t He cou]d enforce sbr:ct 11m1tat1on on the*l |
amount of cred1t Lssded to the.c]ient and on" the per1od of
timé 1n-wh1ch payment had to. be met under norma] cond1ttons.b ) "i 3:;

In th1s way ﬁhe c]1eht cou]d not get to OWE enough money to- .
'the shopkeeper tg?get a good root' at him. )Therefore,f
. . K Rid T

LS .
. . » L
X Y N M‘q . . « 3

. . v ° . .
* - —r— ., ' . - . 2 e Moyt
v s , ) e ,« o . . N A
‘ A .o . f ’ ‘ ‘ - . .

N ]zTh1s must be qua11fied to . anJextent in that the .. "oﬁ

shopkeeper cou]dw and still. does,_manipu]ate pr1ces ‘on some * . I
reta11 gb0ods to- h1s aduantage Eor~éxample, ‘Tt is fot.- .U
‘ususualito find excessive pr1cesmchar¢ed-for not freeuent]y ‘

;=1nfrequency with: which they are purchased, areaseldom .
bought w1th any considecation g1ven to price A L



-7 -,

I
.
v 1 » i

whi]e the . short term gain from defau1t1ng on -a debt was‘
.petty, the ]ong term cost of having no’ further cned1t

- posswb1y thh any shop in, the’ cOmmun1ty, Was re]ative1yn \'

) ~;T . \;‘ h1gh This Was-so because the shopkeeper. usua11y fac1ng N

'.;3fli _ 11tt1e direct compet1t1on outs1dﬁtthe merchant s store i

,'cou1d be, and 1ndeed was, se]ective 1n 1ssu1ng cred1t

1y accurate know]edge of the cred1t ratdng of a11 potent1a1

N

The Depress1on' The. Economic Cnisis of the Thirties and
nagits Impace on Ahe Sh;ps

L . » . T U , . ‘.
.

qﬁ' The wor1d- wide depress1on of the 1930's was severely

f;. : fe]t . Newfoundland
. "The onset of the wor1d depress-
< ion found the Island with.no reserves, _
, - . its prima'ry industry, neglected and-its
Y . .., - ..credit .exhausted. 'The glowing visions
o S = -0of a new Uthopia were d1spe1led ‘with -
cruel suddenness by .the cold realfties’
. , . of national insolvency, and today a
o . '-~'d1511]us1oned and bewildered people,
. S . o deofdved in.many parts ‘of the country
el e, T ' all hopes ofwearning_ a 1ivelihood,
‘ o are haunted by. the. grim spectres of -
e A ‘pauperism and starvaition." .
L e : (Newfoundland Roya1 Commiss1on Report, .
IR ;:.. 1933:43-44) o

)

By 1934 the ecanomic’ and pol1tica1 state -of the-. Isdand

Was such that “in comp]iance w1th the Amu1ree Roya1

L . o,
1
n"

C]'IE'J\tS ) . ‘:, '-.- '. i . . ‘: ,:..‘._:.r ..,‘.

In A sma11 commun1ty he was 1n a Pos}knoh to have a fair- b




L Y

v _7" _‘ L]
Commfssion Report of 1933 the government of the day re-

quested that the const1tut1on be suspended Onﬁu

iFeb,r;uary 16, 1934, the last Prime Minister of Newfound]and,

Erederick C. Alderdice, surrendered dom1n1on ‘status.. 13 "o

L}
v
LA}

As much as any region of Newfound]and °the Southern‘ ’

" Shore suffered under the Sever1ty of thf§43conom1c cr1s1s

-

"in fact both Renews and Ferry]and so]e]y dependant on the

f1sh1ng 1ndustry, were further 1mpover1shed by persistent

‘catch fa11ures from the® m1d thirt1es through the early

'.fort1es. The¢per1od of re]ative prosperity 1n wh1ch the
' shOp had-emerged tQ p]ay a promfnent part.in the reta11 .

trade was over Hence. as the 1oca] reserves became

. exhausted, 50 " too did the number and qua]1ty of sﬁ“ﬁs, for

| desp1te ‘the 11m1ted use of’ credit -the shop was fundament-

“‘aHy t1ed'to cash. flow. By ‘the mid thirt1es only two-
very small 'hucKster! shops rema1ned 1n Ferry]and Inf,-. - fi

Renews .conditions were Tittle. better d’.y one substant1a1'

shop remajned.1nloppos1tdon to the~merchant:, -

-

13

of the difficulties. facing Newfoundland at this :time; =~ ..

however, government mismanagement; i.e. excess1ve borrowing,
from the turn of the century, was responstbte for «the extent .
of :these probtemy. Yet, full discussion of this topic i

.outside the limits of this paper: Those 1nterested may .. .

consult Noe] 5 Po11t1cs‘1n Newfoundiand. 1979, . -0 ]\

\ . ~

r". . 1 ' ‘_‘ . ’ . y e e

- H e

.. Unquestionably, the depress1on7was the.pr1me cause';-"'

@ s .
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. . .7 CHAPTER SEVEN

THE 1940'S: PROSPERITY RETURNS TO THE SOUTHERN AVALON

~ -
L

v
)

» The outbreak of world war [1 s1gna11ed an end .to the h
extreme hardsh1p that’ had plagued Newfoung}and during the

years of ‘the Great Bepress1on.

. ®

‘ . "Full employment, rising prices
S and increased imports quickly pushed
’ . : the Government revenue to an all .
, © time high of $23 million by 1942 -, °
' .~ producing a surplus budget of nearly' . - |
. $7 milldon: (Noel 1971:243) . ;

Though the pr1ee of cod was vastly 1Mproved.(ae a
.'result of a decline 1n European f1shery due to the War),
the most 1mportant e]ement in the: prosper1ty of. the Southern
Shore between the outbreak of war and-the com1ng of COnfed—
N ’ "erat1on 1n11949 lay - comp]ete]y outs1de “the f1shery w1th
| the construct1on of a number of American military bases in
. ['ﬂ.f Newfound]and (two on -the. Ava]on Pen1nsu1a itself) a hew
; ' | - and re]atTVe1y we]] pax}ng wage 1dbour market opened UPp ..
C S1nce therloca] f1sher1es were poor.,espec1a11y between .
,'_._ | e " 1935 -45, work on the 'bases' became an essent1a1 source of

, - cash 1ncome, Now tt was ‘not uncommon in the event of a

* o o
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poorpt1shery_tor Jocal men to seet temporary emp1oyhent on
the bases during the'fa11*:.when wtnter brought construct-
1on and ‘non- techn1ca1 maintenance to a ha1t, local men
wou]d return home to secure‘firewood for the winter and
prepare for the next summer s f1sh1ng act1v1t1es In thisf
way the 1mpact of this new ‘cash f]ow restored the econom1c"
v1ab111ty of the- f1sherman, wh1ch had been comp1ete1y

T

eroded by. the Depress1dn

Theulmpactuof the New Cash F1ow.on the:Shops

By the end of the 1940'5 some of the shops which had
surv1Ved the Depression regained their former sta;us “n. the

reta11 trade. (cf . 2) Though the regeneratfon of the

, sh0p had necessar11y been precipitated by the new cash f]ow

_stemm1ng from the.war-t1me activity, 1t .would be jncorrect ‘
to call these 'cash''stores:..(Wadel, 1969:27) - As with the
X shops of the;1920\s, thetrfeconomjc.strength did not 1ie-1in

, dat]y cash transactions, . but in the use of credit. In fact,

-~

by the end of the 1940 s, the rapid expansion of severa] o
shops was d1rect1y connected W1th ‘their. wtllingness to go

|29

so far as to- 'ftt out' for the fishery tn order Ao attract

a 5ubstant1a1 c]iente]e ‘ In thrs way the more successﬁua

%

shops werc c]early oust1ng the merchant from h1s predom1nant

pos1t1o§ 1n the loca1 reta11 trade by the ear]y 1950 s R
Sy C e S . : : Ve

A .

. & )
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| Yet, to d1scuss_fuﬁ1ygthe process whereby th1§
transfer of oontrol over retailing came about, it fs.
- :. necessary to digress briefly and'coné4der the eoonomic ) R j
impact 3flthe Depreseton on the'jocal-merchants and thejr ' |

reaction to it. ' _ ) ‘ﬂ

I

The Depress1on forced the 1arge mercanti]e firms . ) : :
to withdraw. from supp]y1ng for the 1local f1shery N Qf the .
. two 1arge firms, (The Tors-Cove Trading Company owned by o
Goodr1dge? and the Monroe Export Company) which had 1n the . _,‘7 'ﬂ_,

1920's been d1rect1y 1nvo1ved in mainta1n1ng prem1ses in i
°'a number of Southern Shore outports. on]y the former man- ;; '
aged to maintain a sma]] footho]d ; The Good dge' s,once.
EXtens1ve operat1on now 1nc1udedlon1yhtwo jt1e%.'Tors
'Coye,and‘Renewsih R ; }r' N T
- 3 ' ; S » o

In reality then,ka11 that‘remained to carry on the ,°-

N

outport trade dur1ng the Depression years were a number of
gsma1] 1ndependant 'dea1ers'. The 1 tter were by products
of the']arge'f1rm§: They weren.for-the most part,ﬂloca1
’ N menfmho'had been emp\oyed'hy the f1rms'as'agents or oft1oe.'
| personnel Through the experience gathered from the1r pre-
. v vious emp]oyment. combined w1th bus1ness acdmen. these men
managed to carry ﬂ“ﬂn a small way ut11121ng the premises

I ., ) Lt
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abandoned by the defunct firms. 'Homever, the 'dealers’

(fnc1ud1ng the Goodr1dges)ﬁ as.these'sma11 merchants'came
\

to ‘be ca]]ed were cap1ta1 poor Unlike their 1arge fore-

runners,‘they cou]d not absorb the credit 1osses that K

7 normally resu]ted from a poor f1shery. Furthermore, they

cou]d not rely on a successfu1 f1shery elsewhere to offset

o the1r losses. These facts were c1ear1y demonstrated in.

the Ferry]and case where, due to econom1c d1ff1cu1ttes

1argelg§caused by the 1nab111ty or refusal of f1shermen to

e honour their debts, the merchant ] premises exchanged

a

'hands four t1mes between 1930- 37 -,"‘,.

Painfully aware of thedir tenuous't1nanc1a1 sftuation,

the 'dealer;' quickly 1earned'to be frugel 1n'thé1r-use'ot

cred1t Regardless of the fisherman s need, the only cred1t f
_1ssued now ‘was a smal] spring. fit out\ The extent of the '

ftt-out was based tota11y on the dealer.s.assessmemt of-wh&t

/f . e ‘:'. Lo
. . N “w .y'- v

o

-,

\- ) " .“'.
1

In 1932 the Ferryland prem1ses owned by Goodr1dge

f.fand.called the Tors Cove Trading Co., were sold to J.H. and
- G. Johnson [a company of two brothers both of whom had. been
.employee$ of the Goodridges) .- In 1934-35 ‘the Ferryland - .

Co~operat1ve ‘bought out Johnson. 1In 1935 the premises were
sold back to the Johnsons, who opera;ed under the name of

~ the Southern ‘Shore Trading Co.. 1In ‘the late 1950's it was. -

sold to Birdseye Interngtional, who finally sold out ta

-

Bernard Kavanagh, a local.wholesaler who was rapidly" expand- :

"ing to. cover most of the wholesale trade on the Southern

. Shore : ‘ R .
» - 0 . M O . L3
'\‘ [} g ° ' ! } ' :
: ot ' -
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the f1sherman should have, Consequent]y. the amount given

norma]ly fell far short of what the fisherman sought ‘Thus,“

due. to the Depression and a series of -bad fisheries, the
,restr1ct1ve tone of the dea1ers' credit po11c1es was.set

_ for the th1rt1es and Worties.. ' | |

f . " o "
o ?
i

C® Though 1t may have been ddff1cu4t for the dea]ers to.

.

e

--,

haVe done otherw1se, the consequences " of their Cut backs on.
., credit‘were not eas11y accepted by the f1shermen the ' ‘
host111ty wh1ch had tr d1t1onal1y been d1rected against the

. merchanx, 1dent1fy1ng h1m as the enemy of the fisherman,

was 1ntens1f1ed Th1s was espec1a11y true for those f1sher-

ﬂen who. norma]]y independant, now found they had to'

1ngrat1ate them5e1ves 'to ‘the dealer wh11e begging for enough'\
food tb keep thelir fam111es from starvation and enough - .

supp11es to carhy on their fishing operat1on 2. (cf. Sma115_
. Il R .
wood, 193122) L LT

4

I'n add1t10n, Tt must be rea11zed that these new deal-

ers were not 'b1ack' Protestants or outsiders, but usual]y

r . - -
N c - . . o T e

. . ’ A -
! 2 — : oo b . ‘ - . ,
O ] . . . . . .
- < R v . ) R
. i . 4 v . B “u « o .
- o < P

o~ ¢

starved to death after ,being denied cred1t from the dealer
- and ‘dole from the relievdng officer.. "After his death al1-
that was found in+his house by way of food was @ part - Joaf s
‘.., of- bE@ad This had. been the only- food for the man and h1s ‘
two hiTdren for over.a week, - _ . RTINS

,r
.9"'%.' v . . ' :

ZThere is at least one case Whére-a Renews man. . «' -
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‘.

they were former local ftshermen Given_that there ténded' . . : i
.to be . a. strong ega11tar1an ethic: in both Renews and Ferry- | :;
{ ;1and ‘this fact d1d not help re]at1ons between the dealer . %
and his c11ent ' ,ﬁf U , »f e %
hence. 1n any cons1derat1on of the rap1d success of the = 4 : f.-g
'shops in the foyties, both the dealer 5 credit po11cy and 1‘ o ‘7@
.. the host111ty toward him resu1t1ng from that pol1cy must B ) | : é
‘ :be vtewed as elements ‘of some consequence that worked to the e ‘_%
shop S advantage -i," . : .14 S f.f"Ai' %
Cred1t: Power‘Strugg1e Between Dea]eruand Shopkeeper' R | l‘~'§
= - S :
As -the Tlocal economy f]our1shed w1th the new cash g
,f]ow from the bases, the shops once more began to. use the ?
same strategy in secur1ng patronage that has. been successfu] -'if_. }
'ear1!er,jn the .century. They. extended sma11 amounts of RV
.credtt to entice custom, but did not assume the_h1gh"r1sk¢"’, - ’,t
'factor of f1tt1ng out for the f1shery o Th1s was'st111 leftA f‘:"l ﬁ
to the dea]er In th1s way . the shops were ab]e to underse]] I .
. the dealer, i. e. they sought no- 1nterest on credit extended . ‘ D
."'.'(\cf pp. 67)’ ' C o
: Th15xt1me. however, the dealers were not 50 amenab]e o "y
° ‘to the act1v1ty of the shops By the q]ose of ‘the war they
:f"were fﬁat1y refusing cred1t to the f1shermen who were not _._lf; ,?wﬁ
S _deav1ng the bulk of their cash ‘trade- w1th them Ca -.‘ '
) ‘. - . ,' . ‘_ '\( : .","
; L L Tl
- A ™~ ¢ 4
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Now;_when a.man who hed;éarned cash working on the 'bases’

but-hpd'ieft?iittie of‘this cash at the dealer's store

" over the fall andxwinter} approached'theagmaier for”a spring
. i ° ), LT ; /] K . .

C'fit-out, he was curtly told to seekrhis_credit'wherever he

had left his cash. *

The dealer's: strategy in forcing the. shops toitake'an .

,appropriate share of the risk in fitting dut-was not b]ind

Owing to. the poor 1oca1 fisheries and the restricted price

of fish during Norid War II,»(cf Periin. 1959 51) there was

no-great infiux of outside competitors to Renews and Ferry=- -
‘iand as there had been during the previous Norld war I

”perioq. (cfs pp. 49 53) Nor was it any longer possible for

fishermenttO‘deal directly with St. Qohn's.baSed merchants,

‘The iatter’were no 1onger interested in suppiying fo the .l:

fishermen. except for a few men who remained regular clients * -

o throughout the’ thirties Their prime interest now was in
i lcatering to ‘the new and 1ucrative mhrket stemmin§ from the

'American bases, particuiariy Peppereii o L

-
\
»

Secure in their position of power over’ iocai market-

ing ‘then, the dealers did not hesitate'to pressure their

'ciients into abandoning the shops., The pressure wouid come

'by way of the oid weapon of withdrawing the credit suppiy

G . ‘e ,. o
» . .
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_the worst possib]e posﬂtion The dea]er a]sO rea]ized that__\

This strategy 1mp11ed a not unreasonab1e assumption on the A
part of the dea]er that ‘most sh0ps wou]d not, or cou]d not |
undertake the high risk and cap1ta] out]ay 1nvo]ved in

f1t outs, consequently, the shops' c11ente1e would event3

ual]y be forced to- return fb the dealer to*ﬁargain from

even 1f some shops d1d undertake the risk: of fitting out

' they wou]d a]so have to add an 1nsurance cost 1nto the -
itprice of their services; 1.e( 1nterest on cred1t accrued

; In this way the dealer would reduce or eliminate the coms

PN
t ' .

pet1t1ve adVantage he1d by shops

‘ This attempt to suppress shop actiu1%y was on]

partdat success.; It 1s true that most of the sma]]er shops

_ba1ked at ?1tt1ng out, but’ this meant that trade gravitated

'{towards those few 1arge shops wh1ch were wd111ng to do..sa.

' .,Hence. by the end of the fort1es. one or two shopkeepers in

<

hoth Renews ahd Ferryland had become econom1ca11y strong

dea1er by a sho keeper trapowner 1n 1953:
_, P

yenough to challenge the p051t1on of the deaﬂer as so]e
res1dent f1sh buyer. 1ronica11y then.,the dealer 5. strategy
:’1n coping with the Hweat of the shops had mwy bo1stered

. the growth of economiea]]y powerfu1 r1va1s..

This is a copy of a letter wriften. to the 1oca1

V

N L : v

e
T
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- . 'ﬁd the undersigned, as' the owner .of

a that:df.the }926 s shop, the shopkeeper st141 Tacked the L -i‘:”

- 80 -

L . l' ""To- Mr. G H Johnstone, . ' y . T e
S " Southern Shore Trading COmpany L

traps in which Seumas Ryan is. shareman, .. . - -«
‘stategthat I.-am not outfitting him for o
o the fishery and will guarantee to turn .. 7 S R
.o .+ - Anhis share of fish to you, if you . - ¥ Lo
o ‘ 'undertake to give hin his supplies. . Co s b

- . - e ' James. A. Keough" ) L

L S .
. 4 v
- - o h '. ° oo ., . [

)

‘The 1etter conveys the fact that- (a) the shops were supp]y- L
1ng for-the fishery, ‘and (b) that the f1shermen were 1n the . :u ' ,vﬁ
:4§ab1t of supp1y1ng from two or, more: supp11ers, when the Ch L

opportunity presented 1tse1f, wh11e 1n¢end1ng to pay only . 1'1 f..”

} ‘ r

" ohe. In facty thts hind of p1edge or ‘note' was deveuoped'

4

to insure the supp]ier thut he wou]d recetve payment at’ the,:, ; .
e
end of the f1sh1ng season, S R ot
¢ate Forttes andr Eaﬂy F1ft1es.Var1ab1es mm StratEQies B
: ) : Affect1ng the Shop. I

The shopkeepers of the 1940 S were not 1mmune to the - . ,
c11ent 5 praqtice of 'stick1ng , 1.e. the refusa] of a o e
c11ents to honour a debt. (cf. Footnote 1, PP. 59) If any—' ” '>‘;“”
th1ng they were more vu?nerab]e than the1r predecessors and ,
the dealers. for= whtle they (the new shopkeepers) did not om0 Jh,;

purchase their c]tents catch they did- ‘ftt dut‘ for the «

ftshery.: Hencq, though the risk 1ncurred Wa's greater than

1.
o
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" merchant's access to the ftsherman’Sﬂﬁncome and therehy the

',hs a strategic»cho1ca

.

"'3 not 1dent1fied as merchants prior to the fifties hence. tbe .

- a

iguargntee of payment through the marketing of h1s (the f1sh-

’

erman 's) catch

)

o Ihe question then arises. why did the, shopkeeper fit
out for the fishery? A1though the 1ssu1ng of credit was a‘g

' valuabl% moVe towards soliciting custom, such a rationa]e

“in ftself- was not sufficient Justification for exposing

,_oneself to economic ruin

“o.
|

L3

This would surély resu]t, fa

Jarge proportion of a cl1entele wero to resort to sticktng} ’

’the shopkeeper arfd . carrying their bustness e]sewhere. i, ?7

j%‘1n a poor f1sh1ng year I The fact 1s

~that whtle g1v1ng credit was. seen as an 1noent4ve to ga1n1ng

;_custom. there were a qumber of variaﬁlos which affected “the.

\
»storekeeper S dec151oh to become 1nvoTvcd in fitting o%t

u;What fol1ows is m constderatton~of what these variab]es were

a

jand.the extent- to which_the,shopkeeper cou]d exerc1se‘con-i

=;trol=oyer,them.. e /"

T , : .t “s '3"

.i‘.y‘The Impact of Community Attttudc and Consumer Strategy on '
the Shop s/Success .

. <" - . .
.
- - . . s . A

' Shopktepors. despite their qrowing promincnce wereo"

' attitude of tme oommunity towards the. ghopkeeber was not

shaped by the trnd1¢10na}emistrust and, an1mosity which -,g"b-
. \ oAy 7

: + . \ ’q;, : . u'

.
3 -
13
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-j‘ex1sted towards the loca1 dea1er and h1s predecessor, the

) merchant The shopkeepers encouraged th1s d1st1nct1on by

[ IO

pers1st1ng 1n se111ng at genera11y lower reta11 pr1ces-
than the merchant s store and by not seek1ng a serv1ce

charge on cred1t accounts desp1te pressure from the dea1ers

» H

to .the contrary Th1s was: a cruc1a1 1ncent1Ve, for those

8 v

unfortunate enough to have to ex1st for the winter months
"on do1e , to buy at the shops In th1s way; dUr1ng the fd
d1recthcomoet1t1on over cli nte]e wh1oh evo]ved between
rﬁﬁn‘q q',"‘

te e ER TR IRTY 'd'vr-\v

shopkeEper and dealer in the~1ate-forttes; the c11ent

r

. 1ncreaswng1y opted for do1ng bus1ness w1th the shops Th1s

sw1tch not uncommon1y came about w1th the c11ent 1eav1ng the
- dea]er a 1arge unpa1d debt. G1ven that 1n1t1a11y there was

norma]]y on1y one or two shops 1n a. commun1ty, apart from

the dea1er, who were w1111ng to extend cred1t,'the abandon—

1ng of the dea]er serious]y reduced the c11ent“s option of

¢ .
" 4a supp11er. The c11ent who made such a dec1sion d1d so w1th

a strong comm1ttment tb deal With" hﬁs new supp11er for an’

Ar

’extended per1od of t1me. ',;1'.:4 S .“‘ '.'-u”A:..j

‘ ' .. _.‘ ."~.' 9'.‘,

‘ In 195# thirteen: of James “Keough's. customers were
~t,'d01e rec1p1ents This represented about 40%-of his total.
: c11ente]e at that time. This assessment. is based on extant .
-~ - . acecount records for that year .

-
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- :potent1a1 c]went owed money e1sewhere.. hcf 70)

- Qr stabbed'-

.shopkeeper kne

" -~ - ML o

B . . N I. "
. - L . . - . t . * o
LT ) - 4
, .
'

f The shopkeepers were usua]ﬂy we]] aware 1f a-.

' some 1nstances, depend1ng on’ the c11ent s reputat1on, th1s
was suff1c1ent for cred1b to be den1ed however, the - shbp—
'keeper\was a1so aware of the man s poor chance .of f1nd1ng

another supp11er Tf he (the shopkeeper) were to be stuck'u

4

wh1ch ;:kourably 1nf1uenced the shopkeeper s dec1s1on tof‘

extend cred1t\§o a’ person cons1dered a h1gh r1sk for the

he cou]d exerc1se restra1nts over Such a'

c11ent s demand For cred1t w1thou; runndng a'very great r1sk

thét the c11ent wou1d obJect or w1thdraw h1s patronage

Th1s pract1ce of course, cou]d on]y operate to the shop-

\

: keeper s advanﬂage wh11e the ava11ab111ty of cred1t from :

'{ other so%rces rema1ned ‘&treme]y 11m1ted a var1ab1y wh1ch

would rap1d1y change after ConfederatTon tn 1949
IS SR

[

] Q
- ¢
e

©

) '"The know]edge that any-contract
oo i Jwilllbe .openly discussed acts”
co e both as- a"social pressure which -
binds part1c1pants to complete
a contract, -and-as-a restraint
“on ‘the types of contracts made .

M in the future.

5
v

Ih1s conc]us1on is h1gh1y relevant to the shopkeeper c11ent .

transactton (cf,\Ch1aramonte, 1970:47- 62)

] S

Th1s knowle ye was on occas1on a factor-<.

Ch1aramonte in hws Craftsman C11ent Contracts notes

oty . . L.
N - L ST

.
o o



iCore:t1iente1e ;

The shopkeeper -as always, guarded against be1ng

stuck' through 4 carefu1 se]ectlon of a credat clientele.

:Cred]t Was - 1n1t1a11y*g1ven;on]y 10 those people who wou]d -
most 11ke1y honour the1r debts ) There were two spec1f1c _ I £
"*sets of crlter1a on wh1ch thls se]ect1on was based The, - . %
I c11ent was e1ther a fr1end of the shopkeeper or a k1nsman . :§
'-_}?The fr1endsh1p between shopkeeper and c11ent was estab11sh—"‘\\,_ 2
"i ed pr1or to entertng 1nto any ceedit transactTon On the ' : %
‘ strength of th1s dyat1c t1e 1t was determ1ned :as’ to whether. .é
fnor not a c11ent cou1d be trusted w1th respect to kinsh1p," . %
lt must be undenstood that in. bdth Renews and Ferry1and . ,%
‘the extended fam11y, trom an econom1c po1nt of view, Was a f; £
;maJOP 2o~ 0perat1ve body Wh1ch trad1t1ona11ﬂw§§rked together jﬁg
for the corporate good (cf Eir@sténe; 1967:45-84; also o N\ 'é
B Arensterg,.1968 143) < ‘ IR TR - :1._..‘_;:” : S .,
. R . . I .' T "1
’f,':}'For,the beg1nn1ng shopkeeper, even, today, th1s group &
was'and.is the F1rst ]ooked to for- support _ Above a11
others djs kin’ were and are genera]1y trusted by the shop— ) N
‘keeper.and.trad1tjona}1y accounted for anh)gh percentage.ofl . .y
> the‘nowice:shopkegperdsptncdpient»cjienteie. c;fg j;;f?' ‘q_‘: 3: _ti§
In a sense, the's1ze o# th]s core c11ente1e was re—:_ L :‘:ﬂﬁ'gﬁ
f]ected 1n the ameunt and rate of r1sk the shopkeeper wOuld .. ;:f.'gg
g . : . &
v 7 0 \ ]
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,7. keeper s ‘bus1ne§s rate of re11ab1e trade) was

-

‘A Per1phera1 C]wente]e and “the Estab11shment of the ‘

e T

take w1th regards to accept1ng add1t1og@1 cred1t customers.

e '

On the bas1s of the prof1t a shopkeeper m1ght eXpett to

accrue from h1s regu]ars he accessed his ab111ty to take

3.

~ ¥
on new c]:ents whose previous patronage had generaJ]y been

Jir gular. As“unknowns,‘these potent1a1 c11ents were unpre—,
> . ' . . ' 1 ! ) o ! 4 ' .

d"ctable in'terms”of honouring their debts In. some”

L]

1nstances they already had a reputat1on of be1ng wunreliable”

t

21n meet1ng the1r payments whEn dea11ng e1sewhere ' ‘Such new'

~clients norma]]y had to be accepted as crgd;tors with

A
caut1on and at a rate determ1ned by how good the‘shop-

- . - ot
’ i‘ : .y ‘

Sthkeeper C11ent Re1at1onsh1p D

-~ + . !
.

. At th1s po1nt 1t 1s heur1st1c to d1st1ngu1sh between :

‘ L]
two types of c11ente1e the core, which has Just-been de-

f1ned .and the per1phera1 wh1ch We wa]] now ta1k about. in-

the context of estab]1sh1ng the shopkeeper c11ent

relat1bnsh1p : :., :.,% O

My
'l‘

+ -

A potent1a1 c11ent d1d not Just approach a shopkeeper

for cred1t w1thout f1rst estab11sh1ng to some dégree a per-

sona11zed re]at1onsh1p w1th h1m E Norma]]y thl& 1nv01ved-a

Ty

k1nd\of prel1m1nary stage p]ay1ng where the c11ent 1n1t1-,

a]]y as.a cash customer, apprpached the shOpkeeper w1th whom“

<

f . . . . - R .

. . . . e » .
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he w1shed to establish dea11ngs.. Ovﬁ
Jusually a month or. two, the shopkeepér might, if he,

’ va]ued h1s c11ent S trade, endeavor to

i 2

secore it by ; .
,open]y offer1ng the c11ent credit. 'Certaanly, he woufd
.t;_." - 'at Teast 1nd1cate to tne c11ent, through deference 1n
his treatment of h1m at, the shop, i:e; Spend1ng a Tot of‘
-t1me cater1ng to and, ta1k1ng w1th h1m, that he cou]d get

.

N _.7. gredit if he wanted it.

‘Once thi% pre]ininary p]ayiper?oo was compleféd*
., f1f the c11ent shou]d rece1Ve cred1t, a rec1proca1 bond

: C of ob11gat1on between h1mse1f and the shopheeper was:'

estabilshed In time, if the c11ent proved re11ab1e, he

received - the fu11 benef1t of whatever serv1ces the shop- g

keeper cou]d prov1de. In th1s case-the c11ent rea][x«

became part of the shopkeeper s core c11ente1é
' L © . ' C ‘. n. - - - ‘:7

= .' e A]ternat1ve1ya the shopkeeper during th1s period

,i" e 'm1ght show no part1cu1ar 1nterest 1n extend1ng cred1t to
' a-client whose re11ab111ty was doubtfu]
: stance the c]}ent.was'forced,e1ther to withdraw h1s.cash
‘trade end\attempﬁ'to'secure another”sdnrce'of'credit,lor*

- N . LI

. %_. . to.ask'open1yjfor4cred{t. where he chose the latter

‘a

5

.7« however, since their felationship was not promoted by the

~ route the,shopkeeper~might-very we11.extenq him credlt;;‘

*a period-of time,

3

1In th1s 1n-‘ e

=3
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. cred1t fssued and the regu]arlty w1th wh1ch h1s (the . 3} el <

-

A

: c11ent s) account wou]d have to be pald

' ; S1nce the shopkeeper tended to operate at .a compar-

L

. AT ! {

' ]

e ) o v p ‘:"i.

. - ’ ¥

S o .

. g] S ,g

, ‘u".. ¢ s ! . . .i

shopkeeper 't be. h1gh1y persona1xzed the c11ent was we11 : 5’;55 ﬁf
aware, w1thout a word be1ng spoken, that the shopkeeper \' e
1ntended to exercwse str1ct contro] over the amount of e

. . .
- ‘e . - . - LI

Th15 1atter c11ent 1n not obta1n1ng the fu11 trust

A

and fr1endsh1p of the shopkeeper, usua]iy never reached

the favoured status of core. c]1ent - As a consequence "

he rema1ned on the per1phery of the . shopkeeper s regu]ar -_.3;' ; ;h

c11ente1e ‘ As such, a sense of confkict or d1s1ike often

arose between th1s c11ent and the shopkeeper.‘ when the - “ o - o ?

'number of shops 1ncreased 1n the 1950 s, th1s type of : .;? N ‘ .%

c]1ent proved probfematlc to the successfu1 operat1on of

N ~

the shop as. cred1t based operat10ns Theis became 1ncreas?_ i:-

1ng]y the case as c11ents, on f1nd1ng a«number of w1111ng

supp11ers of cred1t, began to. c1rcu1ate thexr patronage .

from shop to shop per1od1ca11y st1ck1ng the shopkeepers

. - '
. + . M

w1th sizeable unpa1d b111s T

*

The Shopkegper s Strategy .in Contro111ng h1s C11ents .
Consumpt1on Patterns e R

- . . .
. . A o ? - . . . . .
! . ' . . 5 e

at1ve1y 1ow prof1t 1eve1 of 20% 1nethab1y he faced

seasona] perlods wh&h the demand for cred1t exceeded the v R
1, .- .o ) T o

i
‘ ’ n‘ * -~ . . . - )
e oL o S :
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‘se1ect1on and amount of supp11es sought on cred1t
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economtc capabal1ty of h1s operat1on to extend . There . -
was that per;od "of the. year between March and June when -‘ ;f‘i’;v‘ :
c]1ents were. runn1hg<§hort of cash Do]e payments'were i '}fi B
cut off and the. f1shery had not§%?47l" : underway——— A ,;
for the year.{ DUFlng ‘these’ few. months the shopkeeper «", ) 2 :1 =) f
found 1t necessary to contro] the amount of’ cred1t ngen ' .'; \ ‘,;” %i
' .to a c11ent 1n the event that the c]xent'was cons1dered a o | { ' 'f

poor r1sk and/or was not exercis1ng some temperance 1n the. j

. O ’
N a
. . . M,
[ . P -
. .. ” . Do, . . ..
L TN N R : . ] . . . . E

Thts contro] Was frequent]y 1mp1emented by s1mp]y . .;f_ T - ;%
remov1ng certa1n expensﬂve 1tems,.espec1a]1y thOSe con- : ‘i; i ﬁ':fi
s1dered 1uxur1es, 1'e. t1hned fru1t, 'fancy b1scu1tsu ' ; : : 1%

‘Amanufaotured jams etcsu fﬂ@m the she]ves and stor1ng them - o ’E
beneath the counter or in a back room. Here they were ' 1i;'.f' | iﬂ
kept unt11 the f1shery began anew and cash aga1n began to . ¥ .j
Flow -into the commun1t1es.'_,.' "'.' Y .'5.' .J’ "'t;‘i. - jg

ST e ::: ' x.‘{ fo :-‘: 3 'i:
\ Now, when a c11eht came into the shop, h1s st o '
(a C1]ent usua]]y t°°k a month's 900ds at a t1me, hence, R _ -

4

he 11sted h1s fa1r1y extens1ve order on a p1ece of paper)

was taken by.the shopkeeper and he wou]d beg\n to f111 h1s ‘1- L ’i

"‘order when the shopkeeper came to an 1tem he fe]t was ,dl " , ﬂ
* O | .‘i

unecessary he wou]d s1mp1y p01nt out that unfortunately he. i Vae
-:J“f:;’- ' v b \ ¥
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"Q_cardboard cartons. By the early f1ft1es the most common

was out of that atem for the t1me be1ng Of course, a

c11ent who was he]d in esteem by - the shopkeeper WOuld not

be treated “in th1s manner., For such a c11ent the shop-.
s ' SR T
keeper wou]d 1ncdnsp1cuously reach under the COUnter and"'

produce the tin of fru1t or whatever was asked for._ In.

s .

thls way the shopkeeper expressed h1s apprec1at10n for
hlS CI1ent S Woyalty and dependab111ty w1thout hav1ng tof
! ';.\‘i.“ . ‘ i.i. .

In that the shopkeeper made dxst1nct1ons in his'

- say a word

treatment of c11ents, d1ff1cu]t1es often arose when both
‘3 good cred1t customer and a non- dependab]e customer werei
'present 1n the.shop-at thegsame t1me to-have thejr orders7
f111ed In most cases the'coﬁffiothgeneratednby,thts'!
s1tuat1on Was reso]ved when'the‘goodﬂc1tent'knew'to ?hangf.
back' and wa1t unt11 the other was gone Somet1mes the i_‘

shopkeeper m1ght ask h1m to do s0 under some pretense of

want1ng to see h1m pr1vate]y In yet other cases, when the'

. fshop Was rea]]y busy, the core c11ent Was taken 1ntd'fhe

hopkeeper S. k1tchen or the sh0p 5 - backroom {rom whence,

e
l .

in short _he WOu1d emerge W1th his. order concea]ed 1n.

}pract1ce was for the core c11ent to br1ng h1s wr1tten order

’to the shopkeeper a- few days before he wou]d p1ck 1t up

v
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® This prevented both the shopkeeper arnd- c11ents from con- o S
o front1ng embarrass1nP sttuatjonsn B ‘.‘,‘ : :'sTJ:. _r:-:..“\ o
: N Those c11ents who had a ce111ng placed on the1r | L
. . , . g
o credit by the storekeeper were not unaware oF the d1scr1-e , . gg
“ - : .:'.'_ m1natory treatment they rece1ved “ Thrs was 1nev1tab1e 1n_ . .1; jﬂ.Vg‘
- N a sma]l commun1ty such ‘as e1ther Ferry]and or Renews -ih,, . ”f%
. o ,.some cases they- may'have generated open conf]1ct between LT g@
' o the c]1ent and shopweepen end1ng further bus1ness trans- 1 o o _};
" act1ons, buu th1s wou}d have been except1onal ‘Thé ~poorﬁ ST
< ’ r1sk' ch1ent knew the shopkeepers were usua]]y better P
‘. pe0p1e to. deal w1th1than the merghant ci.e. in térms of“-l”txt f o
L gett1ng va]ue for the1r money Furthermore, the shop-~v1: e . ﬂ‘”
) keepers were not 'high handed' 1n the way they 11m1ted 'n~_“" ?5
oo cred1t a marked contrast to the way the merchant or dea]er . J"' :%S
H& 4 o treated f1shermen when.'hard t1mes 1eft,them-w1th nowpur- ‘e et
2 ' . chas1ng power for part of the year.- This was evident'1n SN ‘ Q
% P : that shopkeepers subk]y 11m1ted cred1t by ma1nta1n1ng . ‘ ;
i " that certa1n {tems w're not i _stock rather than 1ssu1ng Lo T
% | f1at refusals oF cre 1t,or te. 11ng the client” outr1ght that o , £
é ' h1s credit was curta&]ed '“ff.ﬂ . L *\\\\j- . S '-'t:: . %
. .The Post War Economic Environment of Renews and- Ferryltand vy
. | . : : _t, ' . '.. i .,, ‘A R o ‘ ] Lo o . :);g
: &-' ‘ An.expected s1pmp inyNewfoundland's post-war eXonomy - o
hi S s ‘ e L . - M
’ by ‘ \ : ' ° . . ‘ X ’ ¢
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: .A.;;vi cou]d have ended thearenewed success of the shops Fo]]ow-. : ~‘.i:_ 7%
ff. : f" 1ng the peace of 1945 the boom emp]oyment per1od that had ' i ‘ E
‘r ”;',T- been touched off by the construct1on of‘ﬂmer1can m111tary L ; }
’ - bases came to an end . The buTk of. those dewfoundTanders R 51-$" :
J - who had found temporary employment onjtﬂe”bases were forced" -;i:;."g
-h to return ‘to thear outport homes . Once more they were'. :~ o .
;: “* o soTeTy dependant on the*fashery wh1ch htstor1ca11y suffered~' ;. .
‘.5i‘ S from severefy depressed markets 1h‘post-war per1ods S L
s - (Gunn, s 1969; Noe1,,1971) Do SR
'; _ C 'A . The return to aTmost compTete dependancy on the F1sh—- ‘ K
. U.$; n~ 1ng 1ndustry seemed to 1nd1cate that the effects of NOer '
}{&, ;f': ; War 11 were no moré" successfu] than those of world War I in D "l
I"a‘f,.; . br1ng;ng about any fundamentaT changes 1n Newfound]and' 5.{3'"ﬂ'ﬁ.m; TT
2 E:.. ;E;. econom1c structure .Yet “externa] deveTopments were to R ";2
RN '" f: -fOrestaTT the return of an; 1mmed1ate economac d1saster. L | -
- b Improvements 1n shapp1ng dur1ng the war, comb1ned w1th i ',%“
";L~ .. continu1ng h1gh demand for NewfoundTand cod‘ enab]ed the u?ia/'~ "&
:’ ' | f1shery ‘to absorb and susta1n the re- entry oﬁ Targe nembers'.f: 1'.f--.
o of men’ 1nto the 1ndustry '(watts, 1946 225) I - :;' ._,3
: ‘Z':;.r; For Renews Snd FerryTand the post war years were N _;\ Yo :IQ
« L prosperous N Towards the end of the war. the cod wh1ch had: - . :..{‘..Ef
I ' aTT but van1shed a decade earT1er, returned to the Toca] ‘ ol '3 ‘:}4
: ; f\ f15h1ng grounds 1n abundance. Thas, then, was a most ’ :;: - ;'fﬁé
B { i ! ) . - " ' }
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opportune t1me for the rev1ta1lzat10n of the loca] f1shery

e

E wh1ch had suffered a dec11ne 1n cap1ta1 Anvestment .singe “f '

PP R S

the&th1rt1es“ Those men return1ng from the ‘bases , the .

,ﬁl-f. . overseas forestry and armed forces, usua]iy had access s - RN

G
to cash,__.e. through veterans ass1stance or’ persona] _ %
sav1ngs.> HEnce, repeatlng deve]opments in, the fishery i :._f;-f.. ".ﬂ%

' _during, World War T, Toca1 men were ab]e to invest in new: ;f5‘.i;:§;‘:§

" fishing gear end boats wh1le operating 1hdependent1y or “J,"ff?_f;:ff

’1_ w1th1n the framewoﬁk of. the extended famlly = | g

! ¥"j ‘h Nor was the f1shery, 1n any absolute sense, the on1y ?

{ . source of employment open to men from Renews and Ferryland K
- There was st111 A sign1f1cant amount of seasonal work ZV;;A; .jg;-}i?
n. aVa11ab1e on the bases COmmeg.Ja1 act1v1ty centered 1n ,' | 'ﬁ
. j - Sta John 3 was much expanded as a resuTt pf the war and ”'“; '-, }','

o offered opportun1t1es.~- espec1a11y to the yonng who had T A

Vol f1n1shed\school "Ia Ferryland men st111 want to the ~;?.;ﬂsﬁi:ifdlip“§
_t1umber“wpods each fa]] to cut pu]pwood i';.lf' w'fl ; : 'f“:f'.‘- :

‘ I . ' Ce o . . EP ..
The cumuTat1ve effect of the econom1c act1v1ty-after '”j;': 3

-

1945 espec1a11y 1n the f1shery, resu]ted in*an 1ncrease in - ’.“f”:.ﬁ

‘e

the prosper1ty of the two study commun1t1es Ih fact the v : 5~._:' ¥

f-_.‘ hlgh degree of success the shops enJoyed was more a resu]t ’ﬂu.flf_ yg

/

'-of_th1s m1n1-boom than 2 a1rect-resu1t of the Woan War R Y

-~4.,_"'.'_..o,. = . : . L X

. a0 . -
- - . ! . ‘ * . L3
- . . .+ - * . .

N II'period,' It was 1n the t1me span 1946 5& that the shops . ;'T"jhf:_aﬂ
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'oh N . v, '.,‘q s, . ~ iy ‘j,
. usurped the 4dea1ers‘:contro1 over. the reta11 trade.u This.’ R
e - was edeent 1n the phys1ca1 expans1on of theashops &nd : ?i
Koy | N the growth of the c11ente1e. :; C S n -
R : - 1 : ' : o'} L ik
.:- . s N Summar - . . b, + .F. s "‘.‘ ;\a‘ ‘\i
e - -0 : . } L - “‘ . . ‘ B
o The shops, by offer1ng a better dea] to the1r ”') o . g
‘ 2 r . . ‘
e, 3c11ents~ had managed to usurp the dea]ers prom1nant pos1t-, - '
00 ion 1n the reta11 trade by the'early 1950 s 1n both Renews"§l““ y
- ) and Ferryland neverthe]ess,athe sh1ft from 'dea]er to” . D :
\ iy shopkeeper d1d not represent a fundamenta1 change 1n the": L
ilﬂmechanism whereby transact1ons between suppllers and . E ﬁ
) !.“ 11ents were carr1ed .ony The pr1nc1p1es of the cred1t sys-ff-'“ T
. tem rema1ned to govern most transactions, desp1te an 5. f‘, , :jﬁ
- 1ncrease 1n ‘the’ 10ca1 cash flow. Essent1a11y then, the ;f_}f’g.&
‘ .. ‘:','emergence of the shopkeepers ‘as prom1nant supp11ers, who on e T T
T:h occas1on attempted to get TﬂtO the;bu51ness of f1sh buy1ng,
. 7may be seen as noth1ng more than an increaSe 1n dea1ersu i Ey;,»‘ﬂ;,;'}
i however, before the shopkeeper could ach1eve th1s new status, éisl:ﬂfw?
Nl - R¢ [ "' )’9
f-k“:economxc and h1stor1cal events were to pre empt suth a-u : : B
- ,7 i , L. .. peo - N
gdeve]opment These w111 now be d1scussed A ‘_ L o " (
oo z E . ' - S L R -
. . James Keough began w1th a sma]l huckster shop 1n'3'; L _}
P 1946 By 1953 'he had a regular'credit c11egte1e of 32 &‘{A']‘ S
. His™ account ook, for 1956 .shows: that in addition'-to 14, j M
do. ‘sclients, who drought their dole orders to hil. there- were I
ﬂ,:_a'f 47 o]1ents who had regu1ar cred1t accounts wwth h1m ' o S
: R B h B j i
: < . : ) : . M ok BRI
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’ Pr1or to the 1950 ﬁ,the successfu] outport shop— g

keeper was confronted w1th thE prob]em of. egpandnng w1th1% ,’;vﬂi'

the def1n1te l1m1ts of the outport reta1J trade. Geher-

N ) " e -

. a]iy he was,conf1ne€ to exp]o1t1mg the sma]] retai] £e . ..:~-
merket of’ h1s particu]ar oommUnity and not unUsuaJ]y had

S e

-1 te

_to tompete for a share .of fhat market.. To overcome the B

. Ye$tr1ctigns this p]aced on h1s entrepreneurial qct1v1t1es,

- mot

“the amb1t1ous shopkeeper had trad1t1ona1 sought te eﬁter

the f1sh trade -- norma]ly the .only. other peh;to N
h1§ éntrepreheur1a1 capab111t1es. - Extan on;. -
o astrate that Fhe shopReeper used . his shop as a means‘of ; ;

= creat1ng @ socja] and econom?c poWer base -- that 1§ 3 e
O

e

c11ente1e and surp]u% cash -- to ease his d1vers1f1ca¢ien .,gu B

s . Vo,

1n;o the f1sh de= Shopkeep1ng a]so p1aced the owner 1n i
; . contact n1th %he ‘oZts1de - This enab]éd h1m to’ estab11sh
\ ; t1es Wit potent\al Backers- Who couldof1nancejhisﬂentry
| 1n the f1shery, or at 1east provnde a- mawket out]et for - :; x
‘, the Fish. he.(the.;to;ekeeper merchént) purdhased 5 oL ;Tt;f
~&oa (cf Stt]es,‘1%72 28) “.’ _:;__ -'-;’h,;ﬁi 'ol:ﬁf; ;_i"c .
2 ¢ .’9‘.' --e. . .u. | . .
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L ;1Séyerajwother advantages;accrued £0 the,éhbpkeeper" -'.\i' | 'f
Ziv{ng him. the abifity td“expand For- example, w1th the | g
] iproflt&—of the shop to sustain him,. he was not bound to‘. "b' .
. ‘some other t1me consdq1ng act1v1ty,.': the cod f1shery; fjsn L ;ﬁ
T . ooin ordervto earn a 11v1ng Ut111z1ng h1s fam11y, for 3,:a . 'f
_1nstance wxfe andcdaughters to tend the shop, he cauld S
? QW’ 'devote tﬂme to any new ventugp undertaken . Furthermore* K
- ',the actav1t1es of the shop génera]]y ref]ected the rhythm L . ; ,
' ) of'the 1oca1 fwshery Once outf1ts Were 1ssued ‘in the - | *é
s Spr1ng, thes shop was not very busy unt{1.f1shermen began R ;' E f
- "to receive returns from‘the f1shery bég1nn1ng around ntd- - :' ;
: ?;Jj 'xQAugust Consequent]y, durlnu the summer months, when t1mei %;
<t - was’ needed .to prepare\for the buy1ng of f1sh, the burden ,‘3 ! - .%ﬁ
Y ‘of keep1ng shop was cons1derabTy slackened al]ow1ng the. ‘?
| :shopkeeper merchant»more t1me to devote to h1s f1sh1ng ' 'h‘_i' ?
., ‘enterp;ase.f,‘{.ﬂ,._ ) < . . E 4:3 t f: -*. co lhﬁga_
L c yt1ﬂ1z1ng thesa advantages, two prom1nent shop-g S - '"fﬁ?
keepers in- Renews and Ferry]anw respect1vegy, attempted to - o ﬁ
7’ﬁ' . N .da1n entry to the fish trade’ d0r1ng the 1940 5. /These two . N A%
') . ‘.: cases W1#1 now be dlscussed brtef]y ) ':- f ﬁ Y eit .533§
T ‘tase {' -John D of Renews had estab]tshed a shop 1n the . ' : . C ‘%
:,\ ' 1920“% He began buy1ng f1sh for Ha]]ey and Co.,-a St : S ' 1
o o~ ' Jbhn's f1rm, ear?y 1n the 1940'3‘ hHowever, the'veniure~ vi{ f:.‘~ ‘%
R ' W S . ;
- : o . , T o
i \\ . . | " ’ “ o - i



opportunity of Unscrupuious fishermen.to' stab' h1m.,.In‘

fBenson.ofIStﬂ John*s;fheﬂset‘uoca shaT]'tactoty to produte. .

A N . : . -
-]

' : . . ‘ .
’. N . . . W . - e

'”ﬁ1asted on]y i few years. CMr. D, hoped to prof1t d1rect1y"

u3from hand11ng f1sh, but he a1so hoped that by buy1ng Fish

H

.ihe cou]d controT h1s c11ents attempts at st1ck1ng by
. ‘»d1rect1x collect1ng on debts as d1d the "established dea]er.'
{.Th1s was: done by W1thhold1ng money owed ftshermen for the1r o
'Catch and p1ac1ng 1t aga1nst the1r accounts Mn; d.,- p
“houever,,1n order to como\te w1th the dea]er. had to extendf:
: ;more cred1t than usual- 1n seek1ng comm1ttments from ftsher-
fmen that they wou]d se]] to-him. . In the meant1me f1shermenﬂ-
jhreneged on their- accounts, se111ng the1r f1sh to’ the 1oca1.,

.”dea1er for. cash rather than to Mr. D. as they~had.pronisedq

By sett1ng h1mse1f up aga1nst the dealer Me. D, had simply "

1ncreased_the compet1t1on_1n fish buy1ng,and\w1th 1t the:

. time he" might have’ ovércome this prob]em'and stabildied';

‘h1s c11ente1e,_however, he felt he could not take the, chance

)

1g1vén the 1oss he would have to susta1n over the short run.

Case II" Jim R ~of Ferry]and“ a worﬂd war Il veteran, used .

0 n

‘h1s d1scharge pay as cap1ta1 to buy stock when he -opened - a
_'sma]] shop n 1946 _ Rea11z1ng a smal] but 1mmed4ate return

~on.hjs 1nvestment " he attempted to expand h15rqurat1on into

o ]_’ = - 3 '1 ’

thelfishety; mInﬁtjajly, through.gartnershlp with a Mr:

. 3
2
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oil. from cod 11ver purchased from the 1oca1 f1shermen'
“”Fol1ow1ng the war, however, the pr1ce of cod 0il droppedii
drast1ca]1y and the venture fa11ed af%er two years ° H1sf
';next mov-e. was an, attempt to cap]ta]1ze on the fresh fish -
‘production for wh1ch there had been a h1gh demand towards
the end of WOrld war II W1th the back1ng of Harvey s, a

| St. John . f1rm, he hoped to set up a small f111et1ng

k p1ant Aga1n market demand dropped and a]though he had

bu11t a wharf and some fac111t1es, -he rea11zed no prof1t

.at alnr from this Venture ) In 1953 he. made h1s last attempti'

.. to break 1nto the f1sh trade as he began to truck f1sh to

-

a nearby p1ant to be f11]eted Th1s operat1on was h1gh1y

a successfu1 nett1ng h1m between forty and- f1fty dollars a

day. Vet desp1te the high profits, when a 1oca1 po]1t1c1an’

v

tgave'Mr R. ‘the. opt1on of re11nqu15h1ng h1s 1nvo1vemeht 1n
'-the f1shery to, a. 1oca1 merchant in return for a beer

’”

" 11cense, he choose the 1atter Trucktng f1sh, although

A

season itself' Beer, on the other hand, was 1ucrat1ve and ""

marketab]e year around in an economy new]y bo]stered by

.federa] equa11zat1on payment

‘The .Impact of.Econoch-Po]1t1ca1 Deuelopments in Shaping‘
the Direction of the Shopkeepers' Growth in the "1950's.

.The attempt by these'tmo'men.toigain entry to the”

.
R T
st e
Mﬁ-\aa LEA

profltab1e, was as unpredlctable and as short as the f1shing.

o

-
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a

f1shery wou1d be the 1ast made by any local 1nvestor, 1 e.
::shopkeeper, desp1te a ge era] lncrease in the prosper1ty V;fv -
'f'of shops 1n the ]950 sr//There Mgre severa] reasons for

'th1s.= In 1952 the sa]t f1sh market co11apsed and was - no; o

_1anger an attract1ve area for 1nvestment As one 1nform- C L : 'i

C ant,.a cod trap owner, reca]]ed . _'_" . Q, o I 1

. - Y . . R R
-, .. ’

"I walked water'Street almost « .o ST

daily for two.monmths in search of .- . .. . - M

‘a buyeér. In.the end Steers and: '
..+ Co. bought what I had -in sdlt for o

’ a miserable $3.50 a quintal, and R L S
“that was for.prime_ (fish). Me . R
.and.a-1ot of other fellows got o ... T L
. out -of the: fishery that.year. 1 . R
. ~ sold my traps and got a-job, north, T W 3
oo .e o Tt wasnt t hard to get work then,- Lo Ty
oo T you know o e Co e '%
As the market pr1ce of sa1t ‘cod fe1] drast1ca]1y, o ‘}n ﬂé
oo LTy
"there was at 1east a re]at1ve strengthen1ng of “the fresh o ' ”g
] . - . .. ::‘ ’ -"I-’,?
fish market For examp]e, there -Was. no 1onger a great L o o
‘e )
-id1spar1ty ‘in “the GeturnSJa;f1sherman m1ght expect to’ ga1n :ﬁ
| '1f he so]d\h1s catch fresh or sa]ted In fact, to se]] L '?;: &
D . L : © A
" green was, 1n terms of 1abour and t1me much more o ce o
_pr0f1tab1e=to the f1sherman, espec1a11y 1f f1sh was p]ent1- B ';‘.3M
qu1. At th1s t1me 1n Renews and Ferry1and thene might~. ’ MR
-have been some 1nvestment 1n~sma11 fresh f1sh-processingf . L
. & ce Lt . ’;:r,ﬂ
’phants, as was “the case in other Newfound]and commun1t1es, R ;§
o - Y
.(Stjles, Ib1d)- however, when construct1on of a large fresh Cae



2

'#rec1procat rewards were 1mmed1ate. The1r effect on-the -

-

N
;‘-('. . : . ’

,f1sh p]ant for Bonav1sta Co]d.Storage was- begun at Fermeuse'

Q o 1S

1n ]951 such a deve1opment was c1rcumvented

Now the on]y room open to smalld1nvestors was 1n buy-;

,1ng and truck1ng fresh cod to th1s large p]ant These

*opportun1t1es were qu1ck1y taken by the éstab11shed deaTers,*
fflﬁ.a deve]opment occas1ona]1y encouraged by po11tica1

H‘ a8 influence. ?Ref Case II above, pp.; 96)

.

N The c]oSure of the f1sh trade to any attempts by
stbrekeepers to d1vers1fy the1r operat1ons in that d1rect-
.1on norma1]y wou]d have barred any further expans1on of,

‘.the1r entrepreneur1a1 act1v1t1es beyond the 11m1tat1ons of
shopkeep1ng, as 1t ex1sted w1th1n the tr§%1t1ona1 outport

'economy, hoWever, econom1c and po11t1ca1 deve]opments

,_'occurred a]most s1mu1taneous1y w1th the growth of the shop—-

J
‘keepers persona] wea]th generated a’ phenomena] expan51on

"of the 1oca] reta11 trade. This expans1on prov1ded an

alternate out]et for the cap1ta1 and- energy of the amb1t1ous.'

- « -
. -

shopkeeper '

After Newfound]and S po11t1ca1 consent to Jo1n Canada

o and w1th it 1ndustr1a11zed North Amer1ca in 1949, the .

® '

socio-economic fabric of outport Newfoundland was'‘enormots.

.Some sense of just'how &normous may be gleaned from the

v i gpmaTene gRe eprec e b
SNBSS ARSI 2T R -

RIS - R

L ehve



( ' . )
-stat1st1caa overV1ew of econom1e growth offered 1n Tab]e
oy page T01. (Noe]ﬂ 1971 255) ' '

The spec1f1c and d1rect 1mpact this had on the pur-

chas1ﬁ@ power of the consumer o Renews and. Ferry]and was

-~

exemp11f1ed in such thtngs as the 1ncrease 1n O]d Age

'N__‘Pens1on benef1ts from $JS 00 a month pre 1949 to $60 00 -

. hn 1951 -and the 1nauguration of the 'baby bonus at

.h $6 00 per month per ch11d In add1t1on there were Unem— T

ulgz$:nt Insurance benef1ts and 1ncreases‘1n we1fare
bene both for 1ong -term disabled and for the short—-

~

ltefm we]fare rec1p1ent ]

T,

Ind1rect1y there were a]so banefits from JObS created

‘by the construct1on and ma1ntenance of a new 'h1ghroad' 5

'.'ﬁrom St.,John s_torRenews begtnn1ng-1n 1953, p]usnthe ton- - :

struction of seweral small hydrojelectrtc power plants.
Furthermore, wﬁth'the rapid post-Confederation eipansion

of St John' s, as a serv1ce centre for %he Is]and jobs”

\

" accrued d1rect1y to Tocal fam11y heads or the1r ch11dren

4

ffrom whom rem1ttance 1n the form of cash was expected and

,normad]y received.

. - N P . .

i

]Pr1or to the 1ntroduct1on of Fishermen' 5 Unemployment
Insurdnce in 1963, fishermen who ‘had collected. no regular -
unemp]oyment stamps received short-tefm welfare from about
-January to May -- this is about the same per1od covered now
by F1shermen s Unemp]oyment Insurance

. . A . v
— X . L
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Percentage of‘reduct1on 1n
mortality. rates, 1948 64

.. 25

_ -.101 - o ) ' o .
St Tt U TABLE IT - ‘
Post confederat1on soc1a1 and econom1c change ‘some
statistical 1nd1cators*, )
" “'c. 1949 . 1965 .
Total expend1ture of the - ’
-~ Newfoundland Government : e
~-1950-65, on: ° Lo $@0 011,000 . $157,628,000
" Education ) $ 4,012,000 . .$ 82,000,000
‘Health. ; $- 5,538,000 $ 28,580,000
Social- Welfare %8, 620, 000 $19,009,000
Transportation and ﬂ"‘\ , - T
communications $ 3,978;000 $-47,371,000 .
. Per capita personal . ‘ ' N T '
t.-income, 1949-63 - T $ 472 $ 1,029
Populdtion, 1951-6T" . 361,416 .~487,853
~~ Population of 1ncorporated o o "
* areas, 1949-67 - - 85,000 . 338,000
' Number of - mun1c1pa11t1es, ‘ -
.1949-67 : .23 152
‘Road mileage, 1949-66 2,296 . . 4,627
" Number of-motor vehicles = 13,765, .= - 91,165
.Number of public libraries. oo 2] ' 53
Number of books S 127 , 000 317,000
Y Circulation . co 264,000 . 693,000.
'fSch001 enrolment T 75,086 144,008,
University enrolment, 1949*67 1) A 4 762 '
" Number of television and re]ay : M '
. stations, 1955-65 . -0, 11
. Number of "radio stations .- 4" . S
. Number, of. tetephdnes, 1949~ 62 ..18,688 69,777
Number '0f working doctors, ° SRR .o
1949 -64 ' o . « . 150 330 °
Number of hospita] beds{ L g BN
1949-64 ' 2,000 . 5,000 .

.General - - . ;e . . g
"Tuberculosis ' N '.;"“' - 95 .

o Diphtharia S t.95 .
Infant. . . - e ©oo40., .
Maternity. . 89 . . ‘

N _*Constructed - from data'conta1néd in RLT
Newfoundland .and' Labrador:

I 'McAllister; -ed.,
The First F1fteen°Years of Confed-

eration (St.

John's, n.d. [T965]); Report of the Royal.

Commission ‘on the Economic State and Prospects of Newfound-

land and Labrador.(St.

‘he Book of Newfoundland (St .

John's, 1967); and J.R. Smaldwood,
Jonn s, 1967),

111 and iv
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'TheiExpanSTon gf'the'Rétail Trade:. .

w

Internat1ona1 events, name1y the Korean war, a1so'

had an 1mpact on the economlcs of the study commun1t1es.

N1th the onnet of a ‘new Commun1st scare,tthe tempo of

act1v1ty on he Amer1can m111tary bases," wh1ch had s1owed

l
after World ar II 1ncreased Manx.of the young 7Who
Were affected_by the slump 1n the sa]t fish markets, took;
advantage of other new JOb opportun1t1es, part1cu1ar1y at

Goose Bay, Labrador, where there is st111 a 1arge percent-

b

age of . res1dents whose or1g1ns were in Ferry]and and L

-

Renews S ST e

] LT ] . .
. - . e, ' - ot

PR The cash from world war II, and espec1a11y from Con-

' tederat1on, whlch flowed 1nto thé hands of loca1 consumers

'resulted in a much 1ncreased demand for 'store bought'

!

goods- Nor was th1s demand restr1cted pr1mar11y to 1tems
of an, essent1a1 nature Exposure to the 11fe sty]e of

greater North Amer1:74 v1a work on the Ameritin bases,_

exposure to advert1 1ng from varlous med1a, 1n1t1a11y rad1o

and 1ater te]ev1s1on 1n 1955, p]us 1ncreased commhn1cat1on

s

w1th St John S, by da11y tax1 and 1ater bus Serv1ces,
v

resu]ted in C rapld broadenwng of demand for var1ety 1n

[«goods carr1ed by the shops. . -U . . .ae

-, . . ) ‘ PR R y
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'.stant badger1ng frbm a“?]ood of new who1esa]ers, who now

=.103: - | -
n -
i , ,
et

The extent of thts demand and of the grow1n§idepend—

ancy on the shops, as supp]y cenﬁres, may be 1nferred
'.from the fact that subs1stence act1v1ty 1n both Renews ‘
.‘and Ferry]and deciined sharp]y after 1949 . By the 1ate .hi"
"3.1950 s, what was unth1nkab]e a decade ear]ier,:that

vegetab]es, fresh meat, and. eVen bread wou]d be” stgre

”:”bought had become a rea11ty , Even some of the est?%%1sh— o
jed dea]ers now abandoned the. bus1ness of: buy1ng f1sh so'

that they cou]d devote the1¥ fu]] attent1on “to the reta11 ..

tr‘a_de,.a_ - . ':' ;!:5‘ p - " .-.:-” e

'_In attemptlng to respond to th1s demand and the con-.

v

-

. canvassed the local shops in search of out]ets for the' T

'brand products they carried, the shopkeepers~found a out4

1et for the1r entrepreneur1a1 talents and surplus cap1ta1

'Not only d1d they have to finance and manage a much
.]arger reta11 output but a1so to make s1zeab1e cap1ta1

;:.‘outlay on new buildtngs in which to carry on,the1r oper- -~

ations: .With this deve]opment'a'nem type'ot~outpont'shop

A .

- 2In 1958 Johnsons' of Ferryland, following the death

‘of a major shareholder and manager, Henry Johnson, aband-
.oned the buying of sa]t\cod retaining only one truck to

transport fresh fish'to the plant at Fermeuse’. , The
principal efforts. of the firm afterwards were dtrected

' ntowards the burgeonlng retail trade

e, Ta,

EE N S0







P . - . . ‘:’x.‘

. o, .o Co e s ‘ o

- CN05 o L e e e e
L : . T, e o e : . : I
.o . - . . - - . . . s . 5

S J

: Rt

. s * L s,

'CHAPTER NINE

THE. DECLINE OF THE OUTPORT CREDIT SYSTEM -+ -~ .-

-

. 4
L

':”Credit in-the Shop in‘the'Post—Con?ederation Pertod -

land, espec1a11y after Confederat1on, unquest1onab1y -4:
freduced the degree to wh1ch the 1ooa1 populat1on was .

.dependant'on cred1t and hence on a'cred1tor It was now
'=ance on.a year round bas1s, 1f necessary Furthermore,
"w1th the open1ng up of- the fresh fish p]ant at Fermeuse in

{1953 and .a Department of H1ghways depot at ReneWS in 1958,

it was poss1b1e for: quite a few men . to f1nd 1oca1 emp1oy- L o j

;carry them over the w1nter Season

: green throughout the fishing season;--Therefore, there mas N

~ !

. t
e

Rap1d economic change affecting both Renews and Ferry— o

\

poss1b1e for- men on ab]e bod1ed re]1ef to rece1Ve ass1st—

N
PR

ment, at Ieast on a seasona] bas1s These men were a1so - e

]

ent1t1ed to unemp]oyment 1nsurance benef1ts wh1ch he]ped to,

-
-

B Desp1te the fact that most f1shermen cont1nued to sa1t ~ ‘:"

and dry the1r catches, the presence of the f1sh p]ant at

o Fermeuse made it poss1b1e for them to sel] some of thelr f1sh

P oo e - . . .- -

[N - ) . i
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’ 106 - :
, g .‘“I . .. .- -\ ". '..'- .-,, o
no 1onger the need to” wa1t%unt11 the end of. the f1sh1ng ‘ Q
season, when the sa1t cod could be fmaﬂ_y curedaand so]d S _ ‘il
in ordér for the fishermen to rece1ve ‘some f1nanC1a1 S SR iﬁh An
return_i? W1th these deve]opments the necesstty of =~ . if S
: ¢ ""A " .."i%‘
'f1tt1ng out' men w1th supp11es over the f1sh1ng season SRR g
d1sappeared ~and the pract1ce ceased . . : o A r
R U §
- Nonethe]ess, cred1t transact1ons}remwrne._f damen—..‘j . ,
ta] to the operat1on of ‘the loca1 reta11 trade. T e\~s T Ty
' L . LN
. - . . kA
d1fference now was that the per1od of t1me over thch LS
cred1t Woutd be extended was genera]]y t1ed to the pay s -ﬁ
-‘n-.' ),;:
per1od defined by the nature of" each c11ent § emp]oyment g
: 3
Hence, as compet1t1on over ‘the 1oca1 reta11 trade 1ntens1- “
. fied, part1cu1ar1y in the Tate, 1950'3 and early 1960 s, L '
.1t 1s not surpr1s1ng that cred1t p[ayed a maJor ro]e 1n ‘a ."f
o , ° ik
reta11er s strategy 1n ga1n1ng or reta1n1ng a nlche w1th1n S 3
' FEER B
the 1oca1 reta11 market U1t1mate1y,'however, -the econom1c o S
- changes taklng p1ace, p]us the rap1d growth of cpmget1t¢on_ ;"' 1' f g
between shops and_from.outs1de reta11ers, served,to induce -+ . ;l‘;
" B L / P N R o
major.ghanges”in‘thé'natureQijcred;¥ transactibns at the. " . ‘ B
.,’hshop. _' ' . . :.' ', ' X / o T | c. r‘_’..:"‘“. ‘;_;,
A Change.in Consumer Att1tudes Toward Cred1t and Its. ' : -
Imp11cat1ons tor the New Shops R S S
Though . the shdps were more fayourab]] 1ookeduupon,as,' ]
» a ' o : l', L " ¢ . P !
J ‘ o
\ -."‘M‘ t
. = ’ -~ ’- a \: v
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'sUpp1iers than the 'deaTers' ever were, particular1y in '1i SR

'confederat1on per1od (ev1denced 1n the sh1ft of

r

the 1nter1m between World War II and the 1mmed1ate post- "u&~$w. . %

a [

patronage to the shops) stra1ns d1d emérge 1n the shop--

(25 he SN

A rAclient re]atwonsh1ps. These stra1ns were - R “;
generated by a wide range of factors 1nc1ud1ng e]fents{ n ?
tard1ness 1n pay1ng.debts, a tendency on the part of the ‘ h%
successtd1 shopkeeper to aSSume a"hxgh handed' attithde f- %
1n dea11ng w1th his c11ents, stra1ghtforward personality , E
c]ashes, m1nor pr1ce h1kes, Dr even ‘the be11ef that a f : ": ...f_ _'-%
shopkeeper Was d1scr1m1nat1ng 1n h1s treatment of c11ents ' _i

‘ . ‘ : T : . ;
Jn some instances. these r1fts 1ed to overt host1]1ty ﬁ

between the shopkeeper and his c]ient which usua11y ended

-in the withd{awal of the cl1ent s patronage HoweVer, as

long as he (the c]1ent) fe]t hgmself to be 4n an econom- '."y* 3
1ca11y 1nsecure pos1t1on and therefore 1n need of ready ';; . - ,_‘x
acless to a supp]y of credit and as 1ong as the number of .

shops w1111ng to extend cred1t numbered no more than one . T

3

or two "~ per commun1ty, there was Titt]e a c11e t could

[

; rea11y dp in. express1ng his d1sSat1sfact1on W the shop- ‘ ' g

keepér Hence. the’c11ent cont1nued to f1nd h1mse1f 1n a
weak barga1n1ng p051t1on which though not to the same o ' ,\-

degree, was 51m11ar to that whlqh had trad1t1ona11y ex1sted .f,'*



: . .f;'} 108 - «y‘fz_,ﬁfféw}igi';fia; . :
° . between merchant and f1sherman.. For th1s reasons causes fo//,//f””
I o d1spute‘w1th the shOpkeeper were frequent]y over]ooked by
C LT the c11ehti RN UN “ N ";5, _.:; _f :v“'--:._jgwf' B
\ By ﬁHﬁ‘fast ha]f of the f1ft1es, howeyer. the baFga1n- ST j

1ng status of the c11ent was marked]y 1mproved, ma1n1y .,

3
N [

: because of the c11ents change 1n att1tude regardlnq[the
extent and 1mmed1acy of “his -need for cred1t W1th a: growgng ;. | v

‘ awareness that the prosper1ty which began w1th world war I s 2
“. . and Confederat1on was not to. be short- 11ved aﬁd that federa] o
. equa11zat1on payment effected ﬂoca]]y, e. g Welfare bene-” e oy

' f1ts, were not short term 9011t1ca11y p]oys, the 1@ha1 ' 'f- A
< o consumer began to exper1ence a\new degree of econom1c secur—
[] T . ., so s

1ty and 1ndependance._ Now, assured that the shopkeeper s-

e credlt was not to be the on]y bufferxmetween h1mse1f and
. o I

%

starvatlon dur1n§ pertods when cash was scarce, many d1s-
. ‘ “ .
C e grunt]ed clients began to overt1y express the1r T
. . AN ‘ »

o d1ssat19fact10n w1th the1r supp1y1hg sbopkeeper : Tﬁis was l _":5“'%

e v1dent in- the 1ncreas1ng frequency wuﬁh Whlch c11en¢s

sought a]ternate sources ef supply To some extent the °

Cow - . . \
grow1ng reliance on ma11 order cata]ogues and large ‘S't. '

D‘ .l . - \

! ) John S reta11ers as sources of dry goods, hardware, furn1-'

ture and househo]d utens1ls, ref]ected this shift away from

a

total dependancy on 1oca1 supp11er§ A rapid’ 1ncrease in

the number of 1oca1 shaps must a1so be cons1dered a’s . a

S s
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response .to this demand'for a1tennate,sdurées of supply. S
b New sources of compet1t1on OVeT “the 1oca1 reta11 mar-«,._‘ﬂ'

~ ket 1n the post confederat1on period. were both extern&] and

a L\

E 1nterna1. Y , 4

A. - External Competition " L. R UL '5\ ;

Noe1~ in commenting on the econom1c 1mpact of Confed-'“
< . .'\' .
‘ \erat1on s benef1ts on Newfound]and noted.:n

» N DO

-

ae

g

o : -~ "Fishermen and the1r fam1l1es,.
S N who once had. practical]y no dr§posab1e o - .
. .+ " income,. have come to enjoy a new ‘ DGR VY
- oot status amd dignity as 1ndependant-con- T
- sumers; if merchants want their custom,. )

_ " they have to éarn it, for no-outport: . "' o
. Kitchen is complete w1thout two bulky S
R mail-order-catalogues -- Eaton s and I -
. : -Simpsons, tw1n‘symbo1s of the new =~ - . oy
- o0 4 geonomic order.t (Npel 19717 266) : o

Ce : - . ~
' -

!l . . i o o SRR

] ]

Nowhere ‘was th1s more true 1n Newfoundland than on the

’

ce

Southern AvaWon,.and part1cu1ar1y in Renews “and Ferryland A
. ,However, these were not the on]y sources of outside com-" " ey
| pet1t1on._ Around 1950 the 1oca1 hnghway was . upgraded and

ept operable the year round with the 1ntroductton of snow?bf'
/it1eantn§'eqd:;;ent; c?nsequently:_eontact‘with‘st"Jehn‘s'by"

-datWy taxi'wa§’nbwfpbssib1e for a $5.00 fare. \Then 1n 1961

. wrth the 1naugurat1on of a bus serv1ce from Renews to

L .
G
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-

'S John s. th]S fbrm of communtcation w1th the c1ty was’

: Tand firms (e g. Noo1worth s,_Great Eastern Oil) a1so took

S The grow1ng 1mportance of these outside retatlers

“in the supp]y trade*dthough thlS trend is. now reJer51ng) S

. . ‘ . P .
v : . * . .l 4 -

further bo]stewed and at a cheaper rate. It was 1nev1tab]e .

then thattthe 1arge St. John's- based 1oca1 f1rms (e g

Bowr1ng s, Ayre s & Sons) and now a growtng number of main

[

a share of the 10ca1 retai] trade from both study

commun1t1es '. “\;

. R S i ) . B . K .
. 4 A a L. " ©

v :

gradua]]y openated to reduce the importance of ]ocal shops '

By the m1d s1xt1es the shop s ro]e was re]egated primarily
to the grocery trade and emergency supp]ies of sma]1 hard-

ware and drygoods 1tems such as teapots socks, nylons,_

sewtng thread etc.; Th1s was 1n part due to the lnabtltty

B , .

of the 1oca1 shop. to compete prtce ‘and qua11ty wise with

large St John ¢ f1rms and the mail order compantes
. .

The attraction of these externa] supp11ers was not ) .'. .

11m1ted}to pr1ce or qua11ty, however. Most suppl1ed the1r

goods bn a term payment bas1s 4 Even where f1nanc1ng was.not

- dtrectTy avatlab]e from the retal] companies, in St. John S-"

-eager to ‘extend loans to.the needy consumer. Even’ though

by ]954 f1nance houses were set up whtch were willing and N
)

&
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: borrower Cred1t was st111 very ‘much part of h1s econom1c i,

!

the 1nterest rates on such 1oans were often h1gruﬁeven

exhorb1tant,_thvs was se]dom a deterrent to the 1oca1

11festy1e As one co]umn1st for a 1oca1 newspaper, wr1t1ng ”5

I

\ [ 1

©oon. consumer cred1t,~noted Y

v -
s

S “Ever since” peop]e Tined up . . .
e .to borroy mopey:from the H.F.C, 0ffice - - S
.+ 'that opened .on Adelaide Street ‘shortly ", - - i
after Confederation. consumer _borrowing ' :
has been a way of 1ife in Newfoundland." : :

(Even1ng Te1egram, April 19, 1975 _ T

o,

It had never really been'any otherjway.‘ P Y

P 3
[ . IS
- . [y ¢ . .

B, uinternal Competitionf
Through the 1950"s . there was a marked 1ncrease in: the

humber of .Shops operat1ng 1n both Renews and Ferry]and Ln .

-

§ .
part ‘this’ reflected the cont1nued re]at1ve prosperity re-

' ~5u1t1ng from the post confederat1on koom. I‘Now it was -

1

poSSIble for more and more peop]e to=amass persona] sav.ings

or to otherw1se ga1n control of suff1c1ent cap1tal to start

‘ sma11 bus1nesses, if they S0 w1shed .\ '

. )
. ' [ I " °

P

Given the 11m1ted fishery based economic framework of '1

the study commun1t1es, -and 11tt1e or no alternate resource

'potentia1, p]us a genera]]y Tow' educationa] 1eve1 tt was -

g - T et

¥
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~isuch enterpr1ses way ld%a11y we11 known, In fact the e

N B As one 1nformant noted'

"

9 % . I, - . : e

o predictahie.that-ény<new businéss whjéh,did'arise wonjd-hej

“1in the'form of a shop : The‘pettern for the.deVelbpment.oFfu‘

estab11shment of nev shops ‘Was encouraged by the success
%y
,of those entrepreneurs who had set up shop after World’ war

[4 s .,
d

.. "The fact that a few (people) N

. .. who owned stores looked to be doing
* . alright, convinced everyone around .
there.'was a fortune jn running a shop ~

». =+ The next thing you, know anyone who

cou]d ‘get his hands on a, dollatr or:
- find 'someone to-back him was .opening
;a shop.. They-thought.that's all; there
. _was to Gt e open a shop and ‘wait for
ot the money to roll jn. Well, %hey soon
| - “learned there was no fortune
. bubble gum. But stl]] ‘they spoiled it L
for ‘the. few qlready at 1t e O
. : )
_ Predomlnantly. 1t was the ro]é of . the who]esa]er as’ .

'
backer, rather than persona] sav1ngs, ﬁh1ch acted as the

/
compet1t1ve s1tuat1on, the who]esa]ers were eager to f1nd

new out1ets for theLr brand products ’To th1s end they were

' wtlllﬂg to extend to any person felt to be re11ab1e,

suff1c1ent stock on cred1t to set -him up as a shopkeeper

Th1s Was espec1a11y true 1f “the’ proposed shop was to be 10-?

“‘I'tated 3n‘the v1c1n1ty-of another (ShOP) which did not

n peddling * - '

f1nanc1a] catalyst for the new shops. 0perat1ng in'a h1gh1y

. .

-
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.,;. cred1tor who was stuck

. \
I T . . . .
[ - ‘ . . . [ )
- B .

1

regularly purchaSe goods from the whoJesaTer;from'whom back- -,

\ - .
- . ' ’

ing was sought.

.Compétttion: A Catalyst tolthe‘PraCtice of.Sticking

‘*f', In dea11ng w1th easy-to-get cred1t from outs1de

|

i

consumer credit and encouraged by rad1o advert1sements p1us-

d1rect contact w1th sl1ck"sa1esmen who v1s1ted the out-

suppl1ers, the loca] consumer, unw1se in: the Ways of modern :

"x.\ -

ports, frequent}y over- extended the capab111ty of h1s earn1ng

[

power to pay debts incurred. " As. a resu1t some . of h1s
A

cred1tors cou]d not be paid h Unfortunate1y for the shop,

keeper, in such cases. 1t was rarely the 'outside" retatT

i
D
.

- Cred1t co]]ect1on agenc1es, f1nance compan1es, etc‘,

were - not a]ways scrupu1ous in the1r attempts to pressure

c11ents 1nto pay1ng up .- As one commentator noted : .

a -

T ;,.~?¢~ IR ”These companles ‘encour-, - Lo
. , ,

<

age people’ to. pawn off goods'- . '

'\."'h-.‘ S and urge,them to barrow from

C . groce or neighbour in
. , order to meet ‘payments, ..:"
e .~ (Evening Telegram, April 19,

1975:13) | | |

\ -~

: ]Emphas1s mine, -In the outport where the grocery '
trade was~conducted on a credit bas1s at the. ]oca] Shop,
th1s meant not pay1ng the grocer s bill. '

. - !




)

Y

to.pay their hi]ds,'this isfunderstandab]e.

\‘.J - ' - i ' ..‘- ]14 .-..

S1nce these compan1es were seen by the outporter as*

'Ze1ng 1arge, 1mpersonal unknowns, ruth]essiy ng1c1ent in L

their ultimate response to be1ng stuck, the local consumer .
feared their- thneats much more than those of the 1ocal. |
shopkeeper...ConS1der1ng that no shopkeeper had even taken

legal action. and seldom overtly attempted to force‘;11ents

2

The increase 1n “the number of shops;°after the m1dm“
"
f1ft1es, further weakened the f1nanc1a1 pos1t1on of . _
.supp1y1ng 'shopkeepers .in both- Renews any Ferry]and As

already'noted ‘the 1nf1uence of outs1de compet1t1on had

- cut 1nto the..local reta11 market The 1ncrease 1n shops -

1

concurrent w1th%th1s event on1y served to . fragment that

part of the outport trade that: rema1ned Tocaltzed (now /
',“q

ma1n1y a grocery trade) Th1s was espec1a11y true dur1ng~
those years where two or more. new §hops opened wh11e the
1oca1 market was not expanding at a rate fast enough. to
support them f'_ . S "54. : ;

4
\

v It s true.that for'many smalT'sidelihe opérators whb;

. . )
were start1ng out at this. t1me, the ex1st1ng market 11m1t-

‘e

at1on posed no rea] problem The 1atter were geared to

p1ck1ng up the n 1ghbpurhood S petty cash trade. However;.

for the 1nd1v1dua1 who 1ntended to make h1s Tlving from shop- :

keep1ng, such a haphazard patronage~was 1nadequate SUCh a

.

o



:‘keeper a constant and predactab]e source of 1ncome This

f:man—needed'to Yegu\arize éuffdcientutpade‘to a11ow the~shop-3

income wou]d carry h1m over per1ods of- the year when trade

~a:was s1ow, For this reason, dur1ng the 1ate 1050 S and
.ear]y 1960 Sy as compet1t1on 1ncreased so ‘too d1d the

7‘shops attempts at attract1ng and ho]dlng c11ents, prlmar—..
iy through an 1nten51f1ed use of price cutting and the

.1ssu1ng of cred1t L Q' o : o

'A.

The latter po11cy complete]y d1srupted the balance

-’over the use of credit (\\e Pp. 72f:) Now the shopkeeper

who extended cred1t found he' had n0'rea1 1everage. (1.el;the

"threat of w1thho1d1ng cred1t from a c11ent, 1t was ava1]ab1e‘

'elsewhere practlca11y on demand) which could be used against

'b \

':. a c]lent who w1shed to abuse h1s privilege. Th1s, coupled

w1th the over extens1on of c11ents' spend1ng powen’ through
the m1suse of credit both externa]]y and 1nterna11y, was to

1ead to a’ very d1srupt1ve per1od 1n 1oca1 shopkeep1ng

5_Many c11ents became h1gh1y mob11e in. the1r spending patterns;
.They BEQan “to carry their trade from shop to shop as new
6upp11ers became ava1]able W¥th th1s deve]opment the 1nc1-“

’ ~dence of stvck1ng 1ncreased sharp]y as c11ents mov1ng from

one supp11er to the next 1eft beh]nd a trai] of unpa1d bills.

',wh1ch prev1ous1y had be struck between shopkeeper and client"

T s T
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';The Client's Strategz'

"

... The 'strategy usually -employed by a client planning to.

shopkeeper

s

or a few. sma]] grocery 1tems

began to patron1ze h1s

,petty Gash trade with’ him. i.

7

find a new supp11er was‘first‘to estab]ish‘ttes with'another

"This process was 1n1t1ated by the c11ent who!

1ntended new supp11er by open1ng a.

e. the purchase of. c1garettes,
Th1s cash trade wou]d then

be expanded unt11 such t1me a’s the c11ent felt (a) that ﬁe

had estab]tshed a suff1c1ent1y persona]1zed re1at10nsh1p

‘with the shopkeeper to be ab]e to ask for cred1t, and (h)

that h1s trade was va]uab]e enough to the shopkeeper “to use

then the c11ent S o]d supp]ter ﬁas abandoned

,-.keeper

M

l:

‘»as a ]ever in secur1ng th1s cred1t

“is

_'.quently in excess of $1.00. 00 '

If cred1t was g1ven,f

._was hav1ng prob]ems in pay1ng h1s account pr1or to such a'
'move, almost 1nvar1ab1y he 1eft the prev1ous shopkeeper w1th

. a s1zeab1e unpa1d ba]ance, commpn1y up to and not 1nfre-';

1 .

hou1d the c11ent at .some-point once more run 1nto

From the c11ent 5 po1nt of view, he would" prefer to o

3:'1d1ff1cu1ty pay1ng his account w1th th1s new supp11er, the‘

cred1t seeking cyc]e would be repeated w1th anotHer shop?

.‘n.deal w1th a d1fferent shopkeeper each tihe he moved Tone

,w1th whom he had no previous dealtngs. However, somet1mes

If the c]!ent.

-4
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:high,~this often worhed.,

T u-th7 -

" he attempted to go back to: h1s former supp]ler. The strat- - -
" -egy here was for the c11ent 1h add1t1on to start1ng off

with a little cash trade, to make a startlat paylng off his

o1d debt, if any. He -hoped: that the shOpkeeper to get h1s
trade p1us the o1d b111 pald off wou]d take h1m on aga1n

as a debtor.f_In fact, wh11e compet1t1on between shops was
y

of coUrsez not a11 c]1ents changed shops 1eav1ng un-'f

- pa1d b111s beh1nd Sometimes 1t happened after a fa111ng .

out' between shopkeeper and c11ent, often over subJects not

t all re]ated to shop matters In other caSes k1n or

fr1endsh1p t1es w1th a man who opened{a new shop caused the

1oss of certain c11ents Nonethe]ess in this per1od of in-
tense compet1t1on, d1sputes or tk! 1mm1nence of d1sputes ..

w1th shopkeepers over unpaid b11ls were foremost in the.,

' reasons for the- ‘high inter-shop mob111ty of c11ents‘-”

i

A, The.New.Shops and‘Credit.Abuse: .

New ‘Shopkeepers genera11y occup1ed ‘a weak p051t1on
with1n the‘%ommun1ty based reta11 market of e1ther study .
commun1ty Ccff St11es, 1973 23) Th1s was probably true'4

for a11 phases of. the shop 5. deve]opment, but’, owing to the

unprecedented growth of compet1t1on 1n the . late 1950 s and

.

‘throughout the 1960 s,‘the posit1on of;the 1nc1p1ent . ‘”

-

ey B e B
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shopkeeper was perhaps more tenuous than at any prev1ous
“time.: In the manner of se1f fu]f1111ng prophecy, as’the
number of shops 1ncreased sharp]y (not neCessar11y bear1ng
any accurate re1at1onsh1p to the growth of demand) so too
d1d the 11ke11hood that. fewer wou]d Surv1ve the 1n1t1a1

-‘d1fficu1t1es 1nvo]ved in becom1ng estab]ished

N . . . v ’
. . .

The. immedﬁate problems fac1ng the new shopkeeper were;.
(5)' to. attract c11ents and (b)" to 1nsure that these” c11ents
l'wou]d cont1nue to make purchases from h1m Trad1t1ona11y
A, .both the dea]er and. 1ater the shopkeeper ut111zed “the exten—
. s1on of credit. to ach1eve these ends. As ear]y,as the
1920 s cred1t had been used as: a starttno mechanism’
”(Gou1dner,,]960:176) to epcaurage and also toiregularite"

"'“trade. "(cf. Ch. 6, pp._66-67) A L

.. . The incipient shopkeeper of the 1950's.cortinued to
ZUtilize‘the extension of credit-on the.assUmption that.ttlv
pwould serve the same strateg1c funct1on, however, owwng ‘to

the changed econom1c ‘and market1ng cond1t1ons after Confed- .

" !

ﬂ’erat1on, the ec]ect1c and- cond1t1ona] extens1on of cred1t\\
: pr1mar11y td/des1rab1e customers was no ]onger effect1Ve
jEventua]]y (as w1th Pa1ne s notion of the genes1s of a ’
fpatron), the shopkeeper found h1mse1f attempt1ng to create

: a need for h1s serv1ces by extend1ng credit 1ndiscr1mtnate1y

d R R PR T
B T
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to c11ents without qua11f1catqon as . to the1r preV1ous credit

rat1ng In1t1a11y, at 1east there were no c]ear]y estab-,'

11shed ce111ngs .on the amount of cred1t that wou]d be.

extended and no time 11m1t for mak1ng payments. The usuaT
‘understand1ng g1ven to the c11ent was "pay . when you get a,

'chance “Even when new clients requested def1n1te arrange-

ments for payment fhe storekeeper, after the fash1on of

the patron who w1shes to create the 1mpress1on he is "not

,°

keep1ng ledger on resources d1spersed ga1ned or 1ost"
(Palne, 1971 : 14) would frequent]y 1ns1st that the customer

stra1ghten up 1ater".

This essentially unconditional dispensation of rex’

'sources, whi]e it did-create bbod wi1ﬁ; was, not without its

drawbacks The h1ghest percentage of c11ents 1n1t1a11y
attﬁacted were those who m1ght .be c1ass1f1ed as poor r1sks
we11 aware of the -weak barga1n1ng position of the neéw: shop-

keeper, v1s a- v1s his c11ente1e, these c11ents de]tberate1y

. and unscrupu]oUs1y exp1o1ted th1s weakness. For. examp]e,

they frequently ran up s1zeab1e b1115 w1th the shopkeeper
wh11e be1ng neg11gent in mak1ng any rea1 effort to pay the

debt 1ncurred This p1aCed-the shopkeeper in an ektremely

_awKWprd position. ~ - . e

.

0n_the.one‘hand’he faced the"prospect.of openly

-
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vconfronting-the elients'uith thétrfdelinquencyy-thereby

R I ‘_..;- &
ECHE R

runn1ng the risk of hav1ng the client w1thdraw patronage, <'-..u¢
.“_é.é; on the grounds that h1s honesty had been questioned o ‘
. 1eav1ng the bild still unpa1d In fact, c11ents on occas1on .f : '.f
. W1shed for and . pushed for th1s result vOn the other hand |
| the shopkeeper cou]d cont1nue to extend the c11ent cred1t

Cin the hope that he wou1d in the 1ong run receive some pay-
ment on the ex1st1ng debt . But-this often serVed to worsen : ’g;

- the prob]em s the c11ent cont1nued 'to avo1d payment In' %
part1cu1ar w1th1n the commun1ty of Ferry1and

1955 65

between S
th1s syndrome was a maJor var1ab1e in. the 1arge
number of abort1ve attempts at estab11sh1ng new shops

(cf. Appendjx~for an 1nd1cat1on,of the rapid turnover of-

stiops)

: Certain1y the Ciients'
necessar11y mean the closing
where shops were estab11$hed
sa]er, the shopkeeper 51mp1y
'supp11er

dependab111ty 1n the eyes of

Y

default on- payment did not
) - 03 - o

of -a .shop.- In many 1nstances,

w1th the back1ng of a who]e-

passed. the 1oss onto h1s

Wh11e th1s certa1n1y reduced the shopkeeper S

the other who1esa1ers, it was -

not 1mposs1b1e for other sources of credit to be found by

the shopkeepers, due to- ;he prox1m1ty of Stt_John s and“the.

LN

1arge number of who]esalers serv1ng the area. .Henoe, a few ’

L
""""



- - - . -, . . . . .
: o S . ' PR

*shops managed to estab115h themse]ves at the expense of’ the1r

. . e .
1n1t1a1 backers._ S

. . b
‘ . B >
. . [
} s \' . . : R

s it present the new shopkeepeﬁ is s till w1111ng to ex =

. L}
i

: ”"Vtend cred1t 1n order to attract trade 0w1ng to the grow1ng'

i‘supp11er.. ' T PR

B T-'he" E's't‘ab'l,ish'éd"'Shops‘ and-;The.:ir. Rea\ct1on,t0. Str'ck'.i ng oo

-fthe shopkeeper d1d have the opt1on of tak1ng 1ega] action .

'}courts wou

) amount of moke

.1‘when there was no fuss made 1n pub11c over an unpa1d b111

‘d1ff1cu1ty -of gett1ng goods on cred1t som@ contro] had been

' rega1ned~over credlt abuse h Nonethe]ess, 1t 15 1ncreas1ng1y;

WL

3 &
-,prob]emat1c to f1nd any shopkeeper w1111ng to act as a -

'-c. N

v

. PR |
oovwe ‘

A
' *

/As a]ways dur1ng th1s per1od of cr1s1s (over st1ck1ng)

e aga1nst a de11nquent debtor To take such act10n, however

MR

was genera]Ty fe1t by shopkeepers to cost more 1n econom1c

and Social terms than(1t was worth For examp1e, where a

f

c11ent had . a]arge fam11ylto support but 2 oW

RN

.- me 2 the '

0 €. c11ent to pay & 1arge

=not be ab1e to fo) e

] e shopkeeper . In fact, the sett]ement

3

.‘1n the courts cou1d be as 1ow as ﬁJVe do11ars per month plus .

the poss1b111ty of troub]e for the shopkeeper 1n co]]ect]ng

‘ even this amount of money As severa] shopkeepers 1nd1cated

.

PSPPI TSP SR o e B
Ll parelinldteig pWFEC Y

MEY X "

RS

PO

Rty

T
=,
i

2oy

v "

geta



.
&y 0
.

: . . - . -
l 0 N . Y ]

;there was a]ways the chance that some’form of conc111at-

J e

"1on m1ght be poss1b1e between shopkeeper and c1ient On

the other hand a d1spute brought to the courts and Uhus

pub] Feized. 1essened the 11ke]1hood of the- shopkeeper'

_rece1v1ng compensat1on,'wh1]e ‘he’ was assured of mak1ng

the c11ent an enemy for ]1fe . In add1t16n, a c&urt d1s-’

pute cou]d resu]t 1n other cb1ents,.. k1n and fr1éhds

‘,

of the prosecuted c]tent, sud1ng with h1m and, 1eav1ng the’

@

-shopkeeper It was, oenerally fe]t that in such a case

'the fam11y name' wws be1ng besm1rched Hence, for the

.most part, shopkeepers were wary o? &ak1ng th1s beg§1 step

for fear that the ga1n wou]d be’ far outwe1ghed by the cost

“in money, t1me, effort and soc1a1 d1sapprova1 ‘ B

‘pretty wel] at 1ts peak however, some shopkeepers 1n,'

tro] the 1nc1dence of st1ck1ng;. Th1s propos1t1on never

0 . o -
oy D * .
L]

In the 1ate 1950“5, when th1s crisis. per1od was’

Ferry1and thnough the 1n1t1at10n of a 1oca1 f1sh merchant

gdid dlscuss the poss1b111ty-of co]]ect1ve1y h1r1ng a .

’1awyer bo proseeute some of ] more ser1ous debtors The<

XY

-p1an was: to recqver some of their 1osses and thereby con-

I

rea]1y got off the ground, part]y due to, the reasons a]ready

clted, but also becaUSe shopkeepers d1d not readily y ' .

.t

Lo .
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i
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eo-dperate wfth ane another; preferrinplgeneraﬂiy:to re-

ma1n Independant and to manage thE1r own affa1rs>///’”l

i

'Severa1 feared that though all m1ght agree to send out

1awyers. ]etters of Warn1ng to de11nquent c11ents, some

t .

.
.

would renege in.the hopes of ga1n1ng whatever custom was'

1%§t by those who d1d attempt to col]ect on the1r debts

Iarge 1osses through st1ck1ng and in a h1gh]y compet1t1ve

envf?onment, they were’ not about to. assist those who had.
Although the shopkeeper cou]d take few _corrective

. SO

‘measures aga1nst a c]Jent who reneged on his debt, he'd1d

have access to the gossmg ohanne]s of the fommunity which

-

he cou1d use as a restra1nt~0n st1ck1ng For examp]e,

Ead e ©

‘ _when a c11ent defau]ted the shopkeeper could d1screet1y

LT . R . . - “
R - . . . P .
» ° . ,e ot » B ]23 -, . . .0_
. . -' M LIS ‘
. e

“in th1s manner F1na11y, not all shopkeepers had suffered

y make 1t known that 'so and so was not a very trustworthy'

person to do busaness wath 2

Nh11e-th1s tact1c d1d not
part1cu1ar1y upset the unscrupu]ous c]ient, for some who
'w1shed to avo1d pub11c rhd1cu1ef1t was reason&b]y success-

fuf Furthermore,nonce a c11ent had stuck a number of

shopkeepers, via“the merchanism of pub11c drsc1osure of hi
: - . -
P L _,'( . . .

\

' 2Thns practice 1s further e]aborated upon 1n a
> discussion oﬁ the phenomenon of the spec1a1 c11ent'

" PP- 169, A . : S 3
Y N, .. . . . S
\ - \L/ n . e,
- ' ! d ; L Q N f i
° . A - ‘ - .
L. ~ T s [
e * ” 2 £ ~
r i . .
. q '
-

S-

L
i W

&,

K

]

Dl



'businesses reguﬂar1y contacted 10ca1 shopkeepers for 1nfor-

’unre1iab111ty,'it would become-fncreasingly difficult for

[

that c1tent to obtain'credit.anywhereu: This could inc]udeq

.cred1tors outside the community as- we]l since-St" John S

‘:mat1on_on c]1ents ‘who app11ed for credit.

A

‘ It m1ght a1so be noted that the shopkeeper 1n many

. cases- acted as fonf1dante to" the c11ent ‘when the 1atter-“'

'c11ent. N S

'experlenced per@ona] d1ff1cu1ty when the c11ent defau1ted:
.on h1s debt the bond of trust between shopkeeper and c11ent‘

was broken It. was then possible For the shopkeeper, 1f he o

wanted 'to be 1ow enough to d1vulge to the community 3

.goss1p channe]s any gersona]]y damaging 1nformat1on he

. ¢ m1ght &ave g]eaned from h1s prev1ous re1at1onsh1p w1th the

¢ [}
I' -

C.. “The End.of Credit at the Shop.

i
'

~The above mentioned methods of contro111ng cred1t .

while be1ng posS1b1e deterrents to sticking, were in- effect

1nadequate By the 1960 S, the s1tuation reached a c11max'-f"

as another factor was 1ntroduCed Now c11ents, wtth the

<

ass1stance ‘of 1mproved road transportat1on, onc:)gggﬁwwd
[ §

exhausted the;r‘1oca1 sources of supp]y. began—~to move to .

‘other chmdnities in search of credit " This made Jt 1ncreas-'

1ng1y d1ff1cu1t to prevent c11ents £rom defau1t1n§“payment

. .
v . N <
. ’ . . {r‘_‘.}
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It was c]ear'th§¥ crednt was no longer a feasub]e method

) whereby the bulk of transact1ons .at the, shop oou]d be

carr1ed on. Credit buy1ng no’ longer acted as'a bond of

loyalty and trust between shopkeeper and client. Gradu-“
a]]y shopkeepers began to w1thdraw from bssu1ng cred1t to
a]l but a. few remaining core c]ients Th1s, of course,"

was only possib]e due to the cont1nued and grow1ng cash'

f]ow 1nto the area 1n the last twenty years, 1 e through e

the ‘year- round operat1on of the Fermeuse fish p]ant and’

the 1ntroduct1on of f1shermen s unemployment 1n5urance in.

B LA

+*

]963 . ‘ . . .: . C ’” .~ o' . .' g n "4

f. It was‘at th1s Juncture in the shop s deve]opment
beg1nn1ng in the latter part of the 1950 s, that a number

of shopkeepers began to seek ways and means to brqaden

- \" s

. thewr cash 1ntake Now, W1th a growth in car transport-

o, * . "

ationn shops began to. acqu1re gas pumps, open up Juke boxes

(dance ha]Js) and sma]] snack bars, seek 11censes to se1

brewers beer and even se]] 1nsurance The reta11 com od-

,'1t1es offered through these serv1ces were geared pr1mar11y

to cash: transact1ons and freQUent1y to a much 1ess.

o e
! - .

commun1ty or1ented pass1ng trade %

L)

The w1thdrawa1 of some shops from the cred1t trade

2

somewhat reduced the number of alternatives fac1ng 2

1 . L I

c11ent~who w1shed_to obtain cred1t. If this way some

’
.

-
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' ba]ance was restored to credit transactions which made qit

vworthwh11e for the few shops who stil 'took the r1sk'
~

© ~For the most part, however Lhe, 1960 s saw an end of the :~

credit system ‘which the shops had 1nher1ted from the. o]d
-merehants. By the end of_that decade.'NOLCREDIT’:signs
wWere appearing'more frequently 'in the shops. '

A}

, 'The:use of ‘credit’ in the local retadﬂﬁtrade,
;however This not ended . Since the mid 1@60 5 new brand
'.of shop has begun to grow - the varlety store and the
superette The .owners. of these. newer stores have made a’
serious b1d to reverse the growing dr1ft to the outs1de '

: of a 1arge port1on of the reta11 trade It is now possthe
'to purchase anyth1ng from aT. V to a snowmob11e in one or
another of the 1oca1 stores ‘ Vet these 1tems 1nvolve a
_.1arge capital cost It 1s therefore essentia] that the
,modern shopkeeper prov1de the consumer some- access to
credit, if he wishes to market his stocks For this. reason‘
,severa] 1oca1 stores have a]ready estab]1shed bus1ne§6
,'11a1sons w1th St' John S f1nance companies whereby the

3 1atter actua]ly hand]e the f1nanc1a1 arrangements This r
"as 11tt1e related “to the ‘old cred1t system. however, s1nce-‘
"transactions are not based ‘on any personaT t1es between'
,.shopkeeper and c11ent, nor do they 1nv01ve much 1f any,_;“.-

‘risk- tak1ng on -the part of the shopkeeper ' :" e

Y
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CHAPTER TEN.. - ~ . "0 =

" THE SHOP .AS COMMUNITY SOCIAL CENTRE..

“

'A " "The, Cost and Prof1t in Card Games and Bodt1egg1ng at
the . Shop“

Y. o

As far back as the turn of the century petty entre-,"

’jpreneurs in both Renews and Ferry]and cap1ta11zed on thet

'”.1ack of pub]ic fac111t1es for soc1a4 gatherlngs, especia]ly
""for the youth of the- commun1ties To th1s end a. man wou]d
\'ailowla 'crowdf (usua]]y young s1ng]e men) to gather at his
' ‘house where moonsh1ne or homebrew ‘beer was made ava1]ab]e
'to them at a: few cents‘a g]ass " On occasion such a entre-
;'preneur m1ght open h1s house for a 'k1tchen racket'].
(square dance) at which t1me young peop]e from nearby
commun1t1es m1ght attend as we]] as’ the 1oca]s .

By the 1920 S many of the huckster shopkeepers had

~.1ncorporated th1s aspect of enterta1nment cum bus1ness 1ntd

\

" their small operations. Though these 'k1tchen rackets

werentt‘a regu]ar part of-the even1ng gatherangs,f11quor,'

)

!

. ’ ]Such events were in themse]Ves often held w1th no
intent for profit, "the fiddler or accordian player only

v rece1v1ng a few cents after a pass of the hat'.

!
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- usuaTTy homemade{_was 'sold.  ‘In add1t1on. durang\the ..
.wznter evenangs some shopkeepers her card games in the1r.
homes . These were attended by a somewhat different crowd?
of oner, usuaTTy marr1ed peopTe At these games a smaTT-

-fee was asked of edach player Th1s Went to purchase some'

‘1tem from the shop whach was then pTayed for

The shopkeeper s profit from these social: act1v1t1es
was not onTy 1n petty trade, but pr1mar1Ty 1n the ‘good WITT '
genehated by a110w1ng the use of his house for enterta1n~ 17
. ment. Furthermore, this was of such4s1gn1f1cance that °."
.A'unt11 the Tate f1ft1es the supp1y1ng of a TittTe T1quor and . .
jplayang cards was st111 very much a part of the serv1ce . : ~k“‘éa

suppT}ed by the shopkeeper dur1ng h1s evenang s hosp1ta11ty

By the m1d f1ft1es the card game‘at tme shop had

"dropped bff consaderabTy Itﬂwas partially repTaced by
I, L teTev1s1on and further 1nterrupted By the 1ncreased bus1ness :
':.nwh1ch made ltxcumbersome for the-shopkeepers, who now

'usuaTTy operated'their shops dav:andjnightt" L e . f":?

The seTT1ng of aTcohoT1c sp1r1ts at the shop,

lge

:'however d1d not decT1ne unt1T the advent of taverns to the_

. g 3
" area in the late sixties. N1th the comlng of "brewer' s beer S
- to the area in the fort1es, th1s aspect of the shop' s trade " é

. ) . * . ! Ay ) ’ " N
. N . - ‘- . . - . ’ °
- N o . . .
- P . . .o v . .
o~ - . ’ ! BN a . \
. . . . .« . . ' .
+ , . | . o R . \ . L .
. . . . . . . . .
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'1ncreased marked]y. as d1d the purchasﬁng power of the o
']ocal men For many shops, in both Renews and Ferry]and,
the se111ng of beer qu1ck1y became a staple ‘source of
1ncome since- 1t so1d rap1d1y and W1th a 51zeab1e prof1t

'In1t1a11y tt was 111ega1 for any shop to sell th1s

iproduet.z This meant that it had to be boot1egged and

":as sdch warranted a high percentage of profit to the

' 'shopkeeper who a]ways ran the r1sk of be1ng caught Even'
.‘today, though the Newfound]and Board of L1quor Contro]

has r1g1d1y enforced a standard price; to suppiy beer or .‘

3

“in some cases run after hours the reta11er_demands a.

little extra remuneratﬂon.

. B. "The Juke Box!

' As . the youth df.Renews and Ferry1and'demahded a‘
’ conttnued and 1ncreased use of the shop as-a- gather1ng
po1nt there deve1oped a new phenomenon of the" 1950 s -
¢he Juke box Th1s was a sma11 dance ha11 wh1ch usua11y

was’ constructed adJacent to the actua] shop The idea was L
o~ ‘ . _ o C. ao . :

¢

o 2[t is still 1]1ega1 to have 1t drunk -in- the shop,za_ o ¥
pub11c p]ace, however, this has. long. been a common pract1ce.~' '

[} .
- . . . P i

. 31t s i11egal in New d]and, except at.a licehsed
tavern.or club, to retail’ bee fter 91 00 P.M. or on RS o
Sundays.- _ : _ . , . . . S fsa' 1
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. * M

: that the Juke box orowd* cou]d.be‘served'from the shop;.' ‘

/-
often through an opening placed’ 1n the part1t1on betWeen»

' the shop and Juke box "This enab]ed the shopkeeper to ‘
keep the teenagers out of the way of h1s regu]ar shop j
jact1v1ty, wh11e st111 mak1ng a good«prof1t on the sale of

“_confect1onary goods and on the p1nba]] games and poo]

:: tab]es housed 1n the Juke box . v - "{

The Juke box was a mark of the chang1ng ‘times in

the post Confederat1on commun1t1es of. Renews and Ferry]and

o On the one hand th1s per1od marked the end of the 'k1tchen

racket' as the need of the 11tt1e cash earned from it no"

'.]onger ex1sted e1ther for the f1ddﬂer or the host househo]d
) Second]y, under the lnfluences of the outs1de wor]d the
' young sought to be 1n vogue by abandon1ng the square dance.' o

nand 1ancers for what the older peop]e found 1nto]erab1e,A

the new rock and ro]T era of - the jive. Furthermore, the

Juke box was a product of the. 'substantial cash- he]d in.the

A .
hands of teenagers to spend as they w1shed, certa1n1y for

. the f1rst t1me in recent h1story F1na11y, the rap1d 1n-

crease in the number of automob11es added another funct1on

,to the role of. ‘the Juke box With 1ncreased inter- communlty
j;mob111ty these dance halls acted as .a pofnt of soc1a1 inter-

1act1on, 1n fact a k1nd of matlng ground for. the young.

’ 1

.
.‘l
§
.
g
.




 Pursuit-of:the 1°Cﬂ~91'r]s.-.'- ' ' S U

.replace the ro]e of the Juke box .Se too have the night- “f, S g

. is now on]y an hour S r1de away ’ : N . i ‘,' Vot

ito d1fferences in the k1nds of 1nf0rmat1on exchanged at the

-between a 'go-between' and a 'broker':

2131 -

. . ) Co oL
M L]

In a soc1ety that tended to be exogamous 1t was here the

[ .'.- — ‘;

young fellows from 'outside' commun1t1es wou]d gather 1n - .'t_" jt

The advent of Q number of 1oca1 c1ubs tended to

t1me act1v1t1es of St John s wh1ch due ta the comp]et1on

of a paved h1ghway to Ferry]and in 1966 and Renews 1n 197]

'

e

The Ro1e 6f.§hopheeper'as;e 'Go-Between' end-a-'Broker'

" The. f°11°W1n9 section aims at 111ustrat1ng the ~ *

var1ous roles the shopkeeper performed because of‘h1s

pos1t1on at a node of commun1cat10n - the ‘$hop. . Desp1te
the fact that all these roles’ 1nvo]ved "the ‘exchange of in- Co AR |

format1on, some d1st1nct1on must be.made between them due C B

shop, and in the ends served by these exchanges with respect

to t?e shopkeeper, the commun1ty and the outs1de Mor1d

- Inoan essay Rohert Paine (1971:8-21) differentiates‘

"This distinction rests upon the = - = o

., issue-of the way in which the purvey- -~ - - .. IR

. o ance between two parties Jds performed, T ' L.
o Where it-is made faithfully, without" '
N man1pu1at1on or a]terat1on, we may, '
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b - well speak of a ‘go- between The. con-
. - cept of a broker, on the other hand, -
essentially has to do with- “processing’

"of information (whether or -not with the . . R

"intent of med1at1on), and I reserve -the C -

use of-'broker' to one who, while pur- ' - oo

veying:values that are nof his own, is. B .
also. purposively .making changes of " o
emphas1s and/or content." : ‘ v

i

, 0r the bas1s of th1s d1st1nct1on, the ro]es of the shop-
,keeper as a purveyor of information and values w111 be ' $

d1scussed bE]OW.m

L

. The Shopkeeper as Infonmation dGo—ﬁetween'
. - . ’,

'\In 1ts ro1e as a soc1a1 centre and supp]i depot, the

.
~

genera] store was an ideal med1um for the exchange of 1nfor-

‘mation both 1nter and intra communfty For examp]e, women

'»gathered there at spec1f1c t1mes dur1ng the day to exchange

- ‘e

greetlngs and goss1p, as we11 as to make- the1r purchases L

v

At one store 1n Ferry]and men, both young and- o]d congregat-

“ " ed -each Sunday morn1ng to bUy a Coke, a pack of c1garettes,‘

_or’ even a ]oaf.of bread:, In rea11ty, howaver, these pur-
) -chases'sdmply,justifted the1r.be1ng 1n.the store. The,hea1-~"

motive.was to get together Wwith the ‘Crowd' to exchange in-.

N4

'format1on, to d1scuss po]1t1cs oé~the15aturday nlght hockey,

game, - or to b]ackguard a 11ttle Prev1ous]y such gather1ngs

lfltook p]ace on the beach ‘or by the old forge For the modern'

day, however, the shop, qu1et as to bu51ness on a Sunday

' morn1ng, proved a more conven1ent sett1ng

s . i . . S e s
iy , . . . IR
. .
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£

ST

PR AN

»

v



fhe‘storekeeper was also a'medium of 1ocal’tnformat~
ion from 0uts1de tha 1mmed1ate commun1ty In the 1950 s,
.when he possessed one of the few te]ephones 1n the area,

and was in contact with casua] customers or sa]esmen

trave111ng the, Shore, he, was the person most ‘likely- to know"

- of the detai]s of an auto acc1dent, a house fire, etc.

N

‘up!' -or ‘down‘ the Shore As such he was frequent]y ca11ed

" upon to disclose what news: he had to a customer who had

heard scant deta1]s of- such an acc1dent on the rad1o, but'°

not enough to sat1sfy cur1os1ty

The storekeeper too acted as a genera1 d1spenser of
. local 1nformatlon to the outs1de " as w1th the t1m1ng of -

social events This was demonstrated in that he.was fre-

"1quent1y ca]led upon to d1sp1ay s1gns 1n h1s shop advertts1ng

fgarden part1es, fa]] fa1rs, etc

“Af ter. Confederat1on the ro]e of the shopkeeper as-an o

'Jnformatlon broker between the communtty and the outs1de

' transcended the petty goss1p channe]s of’ the commun1ty w1th'f

"the dem1se of- the o]d‘dea1ers in the 1950 Sy | there was no

‘e

one, apart from the local prﬁgﬁﬁ, who was ab]e to f111 thls

:pos1t1on of commun1ty 'broker : (cf Szwed 1966 168,-

Nemec, Ph D. thes1s, unpub11shed 123) At'a trme when_a '“.“

-133 - W
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myr1ad of government agenc1es and other outs1de 1nf1uences

B wera 1nvad1ng the commun1t1es, the pr1est alone was/got
fsuff1c1ent to meet the burgeoning brokerage demands‘ hence,
'1the storekeeper was to undertake a great deal of the burden

"_entailed in th1s role Th1s was. espec1a11y true once he ﬂ

L

'had ach1eveda power base 1n a stab]e c11ente1e and thereby

feconom1c scheme of the commun1t1es ’ ',;; 'A-;A :

Shopkeeper as Po1itdca1 Broker-.lg"' .;"'-. f::'_.r'

. tg.‘
,demonstrated h1s pnomlnence and permanence 1p the soc1o— .

4

Co
0" :-,

v Trad1t1ona11y po]1t1c1ans representing both Renews

"“:ahd Ferry]and W1th the except1on of br1ef campa1gn per1ods, f.
’;have been 1nfrequent v1s1tors to the d1str1ct eonsequent]y;b"
'Tthey have re11ed heav11y on certa1n peop]e 1n the 1oca1
3'commun1t1es to act as 1nformat1on brokers between them and

'fthe1r const1tuents In the past these"brokers were

' . [

: ”.u5ua11y promlnent persons,,ﬁ, the merchant and- pr1est

A T .

dhey wou]d 1nform the ]oca] member on subJects such as a’

:'change in the local po]1t1cal cl1mate, or the need of some

2

,'or another government serv1ce, whxch, 1f glVen,'wou1d gn-

hance the member 5. status. In return these brokers enJoyed

-a.. cons1derable amount of prest1ge in the commun1ty, and - f?

- a

poss1b1y a 11tt1e mater1a1 reward ,1.ey.persona1 favours from
the mémber.' )

" . e . . " . -
. b . A Lo
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Despite'the years'under'commission of Government, ., . -

'when such pol1t1ca1 patronage was frowned‘u&on, w1th the
f'return to open po]Jt1cs 1n:1949, ghe brokerage system

' experdenced a'marked'recovery‘ w1th the dec11ne\1n the - = B
‘f1nanc1a1 status and prest1ge of the -merchantocraty ' o
plus . the current d1sfavour of the prov1nc1a1 government
:“w1th the antf confederate posit1on which the 1oca1 c]ergy

) :had taken in 1949 the:stage was c1ear for the emergence'*

‘o

‘of a new crop of. p011t1ca] brokers
In that by: the m1d f1ft1es the store was a hwgh1y ‘.., .o J%
v1s1b1e and pub11c outport 1nst1tut1on, the polit1c1ans : . : |
were not 1ong in rea1tz1ng 1ts potent1a1 va]ue as a propa-‘:
'ganda machineﬂ Much as the old'po11t1ca1‘broker system had
* worked, torf’boqsting a part1cu]ar cand1date, 1f ‘he were
,efecfed .ohe cou]d expect persona] favours in return Eor,_,
- éiémp1e .a storekeeper rece1ved .a 11cense to se1l beer by
. approach1ng the M H A. > He, (the f. H A ) wou]d take care of‘
::-the\gureaugrat1c channels the shopkeeper shou]d have gone ' N - ;
through 1n\app1ying*to the- Newfound]and Board of quuor Con- | .y
trol. A 11cense to operate @ tour1st home ‘could be 1ssued 'j ’ .
ieven(where there m1ght have béen some, d1ff1cu1ty in the .A :' | ‘ ’
;:des1gnated home meetang the necessary 11cens1ng requ1rements “
'~Tn one 1nstance the M. H A provided a storekeeper wwth a
1ega1 advrsor to f1ght a bootlegg1ng charge laid. aga1nst h1m

_'by the R, C.H.P.
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PRt ’, Ind1rect benef1ts also accrued to- the shopkeeper who

1

ot

”boosted' the s&\c@ssfu] pol1t1c1mw whén on vts1ts to the
d1str1ct .the M.H. A made a po1nt of ca111ng on the ;hop—

)/ff/; keeper These v1s1ts frequently took p]ﬁce at the ehop

There the member pub11c1y conversed w1th the shopkeeper

Q

about loca1 prob]ems, i.e.sthe fishery, etc.;. In that the

po11t1c1ah made certa1n any customers present knew he was a

<ty

. ¢
N persona1 fr1end of the shopkeeper. he a]so conveyed to them -

the fact that the shopkeeper was int with the member and -

was therefore a good a]1y to. have. "

This op1n1on of the shopkeeper was reinforced in that
-the shopkeeper Was ab]e tb prov1de some services to gust-
N omers v1a the‘po11t1c1an "For examp]e when there were
.".customers present 1n _the. shop at the t1me of a visit the

Shopkeeper wpu1d norma11y be. expected to mention their first

BRI names- in conversat1on so that ‘the po]1t1c1an couﬂd cap1ta1-

4
1ze by foltowing su1t and convers1ng with. thenm as tthough the=

customers were fam111ar ‘to” him This was good pub11c re\at-

Nt

., - ions for the po]jt]cian, but 1t also made him open]y

accessthe to the customers who m1ght want “fo speak to h1m

l

o -

on some matter .or another. T ,

’
» e
1}. . . :
L. i o v ¥ o
* . - - o

v .

. . . 1ln some instances customers with a problem with -the

1

- 'a i i
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gather at the shop to see: 1f the M.H. A wou]d dr0p 1n. The

: w1th the 1oca1 member would take p]ace.-

:-Shopkeeper astultura1'Broker. IS - o
R . ~ . ] ‘ Y . v
Genera]]y the shopkeepers were better educated or

b ]east better 1nﬁormed than the bu]k of the community

Th1s Was the resu]t of e1ther\a formal educat1on or a w1de

var1ety of experience 1n the outs1de wor]d Because of
“this’ they'were perce1ved as.being more read11y able to under- o

stand the mean1ngs and 1mp11cat1ons of the var1ety of new "

a

forces. i.e. government regu]at1ons and serv1ces whfch 1n—, ;f
1.

' vaded COmmunity 11fe 1n the post Confederation period The"
shopkeepers were frequent]y ca]]ed upon ‘to. 1nterpret these . ﬂwf

: forces and the d1rect effect they wou]d haVe upon the"

3 o . . * ‘
communwty oS oL a0
of - .. : . . o ' . ) ' . ".’.. :

At the 1nd1v1dua1 tevel the shopkeeper frequent]y .

‘ \,acted as counci]lor to. c]ients who had to dea1 w1th the j_»:



e

. i = ) v T, o e . -
qrowing, 1Mpersona1 bureaudrac1es Qf both the:.government

and pr1vate enterpr1se outside the commun1ty 61ients

> ’

'wou1d seek assistance in- comprehendlng nuest1ons asked pf

them on var1d¢s app11catrﬁ/’forms, i.e- for.o1d age‘pen-

-

-

's1ons, unemp]oyment 1nsurance, etc. The shopkeeper'was

7““fqequent1y contacted by large commerc1a1 f1rms, 1. . ma11

order h0uses, 1oan companies, etc 3 who were 1n search of .

1nformat1on about ‘a certa1n customer S ab111ty and reli-

ab111ty in pay1ng ‘debts. Usual]y the customer often sought

".the shopkeeper S ass1stance in dea]ing with outs1de

ts

commercial estab11shments 10cated at St. John's. Often'the.'
~.customer fe]t 1nt1m1dated by hav1ng to dea] d1rect1y with ® o
strangers 1n the c1ty 5; Though the shopkeeper was . expected

“to make 1Jtt1e, if any., cash prof1t on such speciaL

AN

°'messages‘, these 'fayeurs d1d qenerate good w111

[

The shopkeeper a1so ass1sted the entrance of out-‘

. s1ders 1nto the commun1ty This~was done 1n such diverse
'. ways as f1nd1ng workers for a contractor sent 1nto the

commun1ty\to,undertakpga pub1JC'works program, or s1mp]y by

‘v

5For many"'outporters St. John s.-men-or- 'townaes4\L
were d1s]1ked and ‘distrusted. _ Localdy they were perceived
as being people who tended to"know it all', "an expression

-Amplying they really knew nothing.  The fr1ct10n between

towndes- and baymen is . still evident in the graff1t1 of
pub11c bathrooms 1n the city. LS N :

%, . . . N . .' . [
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_other stap1es thereby d1scourag1hg 10ca1 subs1stence pro—'

[

N T
i ,“l._~ R . BN : .. B ‘., .
giving steengers'directjpns,to sgmeone's_house. ' . . ‘' .
o : : . c
It shou]d be ment1oned that the operat1on of the A

.shop.as a commerc1a] estab]1shment worked as a mechanism

in the storekeeper S actua] cu]tura] brokeraqe, for examp]e,

“the shop prov1ded cheap P.E. I potatoes, baker 5 bread and .

duct1on and d1srupt1nq the qenera] rhythm of work 1n the

3

ootport. As '8, consequence, new va1ues those of- the more

‘Ledsure1y life style of urban~North Amerlca, were punveyed.,
. v :‘ L - ’ o L . . v

a . . . R . . .
[ . .
N [

drokerage in the 1970'5

As a response tb’ 1ncreas1ng pressure via- the med1a

ueducat1on ‘and Jmproved commun1cat1on, Ferry]and and Renews 3
‘moved rapidly towards 1ntegrat1on w1th the outs1de (the

'.qrepter North Amer1can cu]ture) thereby castwng off cu1tura1

b

';fﬂoso1at10n ( 'Redf1e1d 1963 23-37 for d15cuss1on of a

1m11ar process of cu1tura] 1nteqrat1on) N?th th1s deve]-

4 opment the need for the brokerage role of the shopkeeper has .

.: ebbed w1th each pass1nq year. Present]y a new qeneration of

'Canad1an1zed' Newfound]anders. frequent1y unwversity-

*educated has emerged as the. outport et1te kY rura1

'bourgeo1s1e. Embedded 1n the life of the rural community,

they are the 1oca] teachers, or the bureaUcrats, tradesmen,.,-‘

' secretar1es, etc.,\who ut11lze the commun1t1es as dormitory

\ . v
. R . -
-



v

\
1

AAAAA I . . . . : ‘
towns wh1]e work1ng 1n St John' 'S, Th1s rapidTy eﬂpandfng

group compr1ses a new breed of cultura1 and po11tfca1

broker. In’fact, they afe 1n a ‘sense em1ssar+es of a new

"J

cu1ture as_ they dlsp]ace ewist1ng communfty va]ues and
1nst1tutfons With’ those of the 'out51de world whfch they '

represent On the storekeeper 5 sfde of the 1edger'the '

U

dec]tne of his pos1t1on as broker was the 1oss of a bonus

-3

commodity It wa's no 1onger possfble to exchange the ser-

vfce of hfs expert1se 1n deallpg w1th the world outside for

the contfnued 1oya1ty of his c11ente1e In the. larger con-fn

text of the changes hnf]uencfng the role of shopkeeper,a

th1s was one deve10pmgnt which effected the estrang?ment of,
'shopkeeper and customer ‘and the degenerat1on of the shop ‘

1nto 1ts modern,ﬂsocia]]y sterile functfon as 51mp1y a p]ace

of busfness ;a B '; "' -:;
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EX
T B

. CHAPTER ELEVEN - ~* -

. CONCLUSION: THE SHOPKEEPER AS-STRANGER .-

X -
J ' \ SR

An"Expostt1onvot,the Problem

:shopkeepers Were ormg1na11y fishermen themse]ves\or the sons‘-

"of fishermen.; As such there 1s no reason to suspect that |

' ear]ier 1n their 11ves they were . not soc1a1]y we]] 1nte-

" grafed members of their commun:ty The prob]em of concern
_here then is how the shopkeeper arr1ved at the socia] pos»{

ition of stranger and why co - '..."ﬂ S

'*”studies 1nvo1v1ng sma11 European rura] commun1t1es _ It 1s

. L. . ' s . ¢ ]' . . . \
'The'shopkeepEr in. Renews'and Ferry1and'libes a‘1ife

-soc1a11y remote from the rest of the commun1ty . His soc1a1

1nteract1on w1th other’ commun1ty members 15 pretty much

11m1ted to that surround1ng transact1ons w1th clients: 7fn

3.short he occupies a social position equ1va1ent to, that of

fst?anger or outs1der. For the most part present day 10ca1

1
.o L. . D]

IR
Y

l The phenqmenon of the shopkeeper, merchant or trader'

‘ tas stranger is certa1n1y not pecu11ar to the Southern Ava1on S j

. or to Newfound]and It has been we11 documented 1n other

T

s . .-
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'w1th a br1ef reyiew of some of these studies that - th1s d1s-h
"cuss1on wili begln ' 3
: ‘ o X
Walf (1966) in. his. work on. peasants' has argoed-that"
2 the econom1c 1nterests of the shopkeeper are ‘at var1ance -
Cwith those of the peasant 1arge1y because the shopkeeper 1s

;~an exp]o1ter of the peasants prof1ts Furthermore e

"these 1nterests are not o
“countersbalanced by more personal R
involvements.” This social dis- =~

, 7 - .tance is reinforced by.an absence
- ' .of shared experience. Hence, ' =
" where we find peasants involved:
in network markets, we also find

L " that the merchant or storekeeper -- . . < g
‘ even when he resides.in_the =~ ceL "
“‘village. -~ continues to be regarded' o
as a stranger and outsider. - He - : ~‘”“

- be]ongs to -the peasants negat1ve g
ﬂreference category " (wo1f 1966 47)

. No1f s ana1ys1s exp1a1ns the ma1ntenance of soc1al dis- ;',
. par1ty between the shopkeeper and the commun1ty at Targe AS;n
one-Ferry1and shopkeeper po1nted out he did not 11ve the wa&

: the rest of the people d1d because h1s shop demanded as many

) as fourteen eork hours a day seven days a week in order to

operate successfu]]y, there was 11tt1e t1me 1eft for Soc1a1-l;

;‘ 1z1ng pr1vate1y w1th fr1ends or publ1c1y at parish soc1a}

events, e. g b1ngo and card games : Then too he d1d not f1sh:..1“.

S0 he met none of the 10ca1 fishermen, either on the 'beaoh'

for a chat or® 1n the course of extending rec1proca1

. 4 .
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' assistance that.is of ten associated with fishing activities.

' wbir “however, 1is concerned oniy with'expiaining'why~3,=‘ L

~shopkeepers, who are out51ders or . strangers to begin w1th
remain so, hence his observations faii :to appiy spec1f1ca11y
to the 1ssue of concern here, that is, how, dOes d iocai

member of the ﬂpeasants pOSitive~reference group shift to._ ’

L & IR
.the peasants negative reference group ‘To -explain it oL "g
51mp1y in terms of the- discontinuance of. shared experience

is not quite spec1fic enough for the purpose intended here. :" AR
. IR . L. '

Y

J.George Simnel (19505403) a.socioiogist'aiso concern-['

”ed with this phenomenon, ‘noted: “Throughout'tﬂa"history of':
' jeconomics the Ftranger everywhere appears as the-trader. or - iy

" . the: treder'as'stranger ' Furthermore, he observed that

[OSTE
Falel,

Ztifwhere the trader emerges from within a c]osed group, the . e unéﬁf

-

process_rdlL o N

A e

."embodies that. synthesis of .- B
nearness and'distance which con- e :
- stitutes the formal pos.ition of .~ .. . -«
. the stranger. TFor the fundd-. . '
. mentally mobile persons comes in
contact, at one ‘time or. another,_
‘wWith every dndividual, but is ..
‘not organically connected through
.established ties of kinship, ) ‘ PRI
: locality and; occupation, with any - i '
‘.o singie one. " -

2 T e
%

g

T,
&
N

Simmei indicates then that to become a trader Cshopkeéper) it'..

i$ essentiai to undergo a socia] process (syntheSJS) whereby. .- TR

‘ . . - - ' B - " .
. ® : T . . . . ¢ - . b
- M . . - r A
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the trader (shopkeeper) frees h1mse1f from the t1es and .
' WJth it the cohstra1nts of prevwous ob]wgat1ons to 1n
1.v1dua1:members and indeed to the group at 1arge S1mme1.'
'iunfortunately dea1s only w1th theory and as such
in.that he offers no examp]es of what the
becom1ng a stranger 1nv01ves

;'thes1s then 1s 1arge1y restr1cted to h1s awareness of the

.prob1em

w o
Perhaps more conc1se1y than e1ther No]f or Simme]

.fishing commun1t1es in the North At1ant1c,
Newfound1and. out11nes the probiem and the approach needed
o’ dea1 with .

soc1a1 costs wh ch can accrue. to the entrepreneur:

- )44 -

v P

-

. ~!\Freder1c Barth (1963) draw1ng on a: number of studies of

vt

t: He notes the ex1stence of certa1n1u

"(a) Certa1n techn1ca]1y effect-
ive ‘acts are morally or legally

.. condemned in the community, and the -
'sanct1ons ‘they call .down.on an actor._
, obviate any advantages wh1ch their
performances might otherw1se provide.‘ W
This type of cost can. only be circum-
,Vented by secrecy.

‘(b) Persons have commitments 1n

. specific soc1a1 relations which

hamper them in, o% .prevent ;hem from’
pursuing effective strategies. This:

' ‘type of cost can-onMy-be avoided by
.not partaking in ssuch relationships.

‘,-The meomm i tted. position of the ' - -

. stranger may offler advantages 1in this
‘respect, though/...,.. nonstrangers:

may also, -through demographic accident

.or circumstances in their-1ife history,
.come “to ocglupy s1m1]ar1y -isolated
" positions, while reciprocal

is vague
synthesis“

His contr1but10n to this’

1ncluding




'ob]tgat1ons may. in ‘some’ c1rcum-

: ~ stantes be a strength rather than

“ o a.1iability for an entrepreneur. \
(Barth, 1963 8- 9) < o ;,’ \

Certa1n1y one set of c1rcumstances whereéby an .entre-

’preneur may ach1eve the status of . stranger is by undertak1ng

')..

'these soc1a? }osts, the outcome leaving.’ h1m st111 w1th a

’

‘successfu1 operaf1on In th1s 1nstance he wou]d hawe demon-

<

‘strated that ne1ther commun1ty sancttons nor rec1procal

tonds, both ,of Which ma1nta1n the community as a soc1a11y

A

:1ntegrated who]e, are app]tcable to h1m, hence, he would in

—

'effect be as free as a stranger 1n the sense wh1ch S1mme1
suggests.'," . '.' ' ," Lo L s

¥ o T, S BN . .
'TheJrest of th1s chapter, hopefu?]y, w111 show that
‘thts }s true and to out]ine the various ways both the

:commun1ty and the shopkeeper act to br1ng it about

“The Shdpkeeher in -an Egaittarian”goctety'

" Renews and'Ferrylahd like . many ‘other Newfouhdland.

.commun1t1es, are ega11tar1an 1n nature tseeifirestonef
-_‘1967 Szwed, 1966 Brox, 1969) The prmctbl,e 'fu'p'ori w“m'c'h
this 1deo1ogy operates 1s the betiéf‘that*all commun1ty mem~
bers are: equa1 or at 1east shou]d be treated as such fh‘

th1s regard shouId a commun1ty member in any outward way,

. )

.
‘
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' the common Jack', e.qg. acknow]edge ‘the presence of a .

.he.seen as act1ng 11ke a b1g shot' ar’ th1nk1ng hecwas the

- 146 -

. ., . n .. N - . - .
c, < ,' . . - . v ) . e
. . . .

no matter how sma11, attempt to demonstrate he 1s above .

'3

. person 0f- considered 1mportance with whom he may have be-

come acqua1nted (maybe a pol1t1c1an), wh11e qn the same

social circumstahce act1ng as it he did not know a certa1n4
member.. of his’peer groupg he could ca11 down commun1ty

sanct1ons upon himself. “In th1s case the offender wou1d

‘big feﬂ]ow , 'better than the-rest of us' If this waS".

seen as a new, byt 1ncreas1ngly‘pers1stent~development

a change in the person 5. behav1our, certa1n]y 1t wouTd be '

—

carr1ed on the commun1ty s goss1p channe]s accompan1ed by _'

F A

| :
-an appropraate amount of r1d1cu1e In some 1nstances, where ST Zf

acceptab1e, carefu11y d1rected\jnsuitslcouched:in humour

.cou1d be d1rected at the transgressor Ultimately he could ) o

 of. the study commun1t1es i"" S Ce e [

‘msuch behavwour change~was held _as being'particular1y-um—

. - . . )
[

be ostracized. (Nemec, forthc0m1ng) o '
The foLlowing poem ‘found pinned up ina pﬁblic

p]ace, We11 exemp11f1es ‘one method of r1dicu1e used 1n one

a ¢

On the ‘wide ' open spaces you may -oocoeL ;
u§f1nd the  four. aceg ' Y
- Theiv . men will" keep” house while s °

‘they go on their rounds S Co N
Theyg will trail a youngecourterdf- L ’ d
. from the woods to the water. L .
Té.get the true facts of whats e 3
‘going on. o : L



1

. Their names are fam111ar 1n )

. -gossip.and slanders,
They are .smalt in their m1nds
but not so in size.

If they could reachthe reporters - L o

"With the news "o the courters ™ ~
I'm sure- they: would certa1n1y win
* the f1rst pr1ze. S

There is Jess in h1s dresses 1o_ut-
weighs- the%ﬁ1ghty Ersers )
Bell Janes comes next -with two
. hundred pounds " -
Then w1ng1e and .Berthie,. oh don t
_théy “get dirty,

e

' thn their -men object. to them mak-'

1ng their rounds

Be11 Ryan is work1ng too hard to

. their 1iking = '

Bell John -9s too cute . S

*While Bell Joe is a-fool- , ST

Sure Afin she does nothing .her. house '
it s rotten ' -~ e

And ‘what do you . think of Madonna
Spurre11?

1

Adv1ce tQ you Aces, stay 1n your
‘places . e
Your children are grow1ng in a

', world of sin.

Q

Throw parties where Josh 1s, then,'

So keep them protected oF they 11 ’
get infected . o

And then you'l] Fegret that you

o didn! stop 1n .

Ye men of these aces. stand flrm 1n
your places, :

Hold on ‘to your pantses before they
are gone: .

wash up the ,dishes -
And then you'tll conpete with your.

partner John. . _ ST

‘
. .
. .
Kl 9 .

A pbbu1ar'wréstler. .:."“‘;“" f' ‘ ' 1 ,'fﬂ
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The ma1n obJect1ve of the poem is clear]y to put an," “

AAANENEER S

end to the even1ng wa]ks of four women whom the courters }:3
‘ﬁjaeved were spy1ng on them (It m1ght be. noted that-to-f' Ai '.;:f;
g- o th1s end 1t was effect1ve) However, there 1s a. second . ’]‘f' Z,fjé
'{:r message,.a 1eve11ng mechan1sm a1med at John, a local shop—.e : o f g
."'keeper and his wnfe, W1nn1e. It was at John s* house the .A' f';_'.':g
party was he1d for Josh, a V]s1t1ng re]ative from St John;s,' ' v-.“"g
Josh was se111ng some product of k1tchenware.”vNorma11y this ’ ';
wou]d not have been upsett1ng to the community, however, ”. ',‘,ff “ﬂi
'M‘w().' . W1nn1e apparent]y 1nv1ted on]y a few se1ect fr1ends, amongst ’ /‘-’_{%
| them were the otHer: three ‘Aces ' Loca11y 1t was felt that R N
th1s was a deliberate attempt to set up c]ass d1st1nct1ons) . i fﬁ
H as these fr1ends were noted for be1ng soc1a1 c11mbers‘ * | | .f
) Thas point 1s'a1so 1nd1cated 1n the author S. reference ' ’L .
‘ (Stanza 43 to the way wh1ch these four women presumab]y 1ook-
, .ed upon other women 1n the commun1ty Y ‘;-- S 3 . -; ; ,5
_ The attitude goVern1ng and the mot1ve beh1nd such 1eve1- L
o 1ng mechanasms 1s we]l eXpressed-by~Szwed (1966 84) in his ‘
study of. another Catho11c community on the Newfoundland west
.coast,_:~. R L S ' ,
. e T "Th1s ega11tar1an1sm i's not .
© o7 % .7 dnspired by a-:neble’humanism or . - : g
S © .7 - evén by a-theologically based . R
. concept of finite and humble man. ST .
'Instead, equa]aty for par1sh10ners S, T

'15 an’ enforced standard as far as - e
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‘thﬁs

a
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can be -executed. . ° - .,\\L :
that™.. ..\ somes, - | g AR B
"more’ equm] than _ . Lt
“others", .in: short 'equality 33’ e Ty
o ,* is not so much an ideology IR IR
. that elevates the 1owest t”"~ ' ‘
L ) . the 1eve1 of- the. highest; ‘ ' L S
S Uit isa mechanism that. attempts ST ¢
Lo “to'reduce the highest to the Ny s
T +1€vel of the lowest. The - )
o ool '\ “common. expression,. .tnb. one, can 4
Lo . v get high and mighty here e
T : expresses the po1nt "

. ’ “a . 8 ¢ oo, .
- . \‘ .. . . LA . .
6. . e X . . S . . .
. .

kol
If a mere s]1ght cou]d d1srupt the not10n of equa11ty, : |

‘enforcement
'+ “-The fear 'i's
will become

]

there %s . 11tt1e doubt that ﬁhe 1ntent1on of upward soc1a1

" 9

mobq11ty assoc1ated w1th opéﬁﬁﬁb a shop Was efféct1ve in S o

R - 0

“ore

.e.'as w1th John in the

B .
Th1s was part1cu1ar1y true s1nce concom1tant w1th . . :

ev0k1ng some® 1eve11ng mechan1sms, 1
poem.

1deo1ogy of equa11ty was the 1dea of a

Commun1ty‘resources ‘weére seenas o

»

stat1c_economy”L
(Foster,_1961 124 28)

being fixeds; hence, 1f any one person 1n the community,@ade K

a ga1n, thws Wa g cons1dered to be at the expense of a11 the

others. This percept1on gf the 1oca1 economic state served ° a'}‘
~o 1
as a cata]yst to enfdrce 1eve11ng mechan1sms aga1nst those
. . T g
who woqu attempt to exp]oit extant community resources for L,
-"o g~ . T e

persona] ga1ns ° Certain]y the Open1ng of -a. shop, where the

shopkeeper pub11c1y attempted to exp1oat the popu1at1on for

- zi his own ends, createdﬂone set of tondit1ons wh1ch invoked the

use of th1s cata]yst . Oneoshopkeepér was p1a1n1y made aware

of this fac% when she refused to:make a donat1on to a 1oca1

- ~'."_, 7
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A :'I,~ .parish benefft The so11c1tor of the donat1on to]d her . . %
"*Q'. . T tin no uncerta1n terms that she above anyone else in., ., - f
ae SRR the community shou1d g1ve someth1ng s‘51ﬁce;5he, 'made her - 'tfé
;f11v1ng off the peop]e .:-'V ' :_' o ] .FE‘ . :j- ‘ 3.-‘?
- S :j, f- AS Brox,'another 9tudent of the Newfbund1and outport

| hoted""Entrepreneurs 1n ega]itartan rurﬁl communittes have .
ST f._ﬂ,-f 'a hacd: t1me everywhere, because they very often will go O Y
}after goa]s conf11ct1ng with the1r ne1ghbours "ﬁ\&Brox,

’1964'89) The shopkeeper 1n Renews and Ferry]and was no

. -
' . . . ‘ - 5
. . <

. . - A .

. - T . . L ' . - S T . M
. - - - - . ' . B} " L ° K

. . .
s

except1on . o Pl : S

N ’Leue1in§ Meehantsms_and theicuhpp]1Cat10n to the Shopkeepe;. . :-}l' :
. k “ " To ﬂ@a] effective]y w1th the role of the shopkeeper 1n : N
- ‘ :' .'1ts're1at10n to.- the 10ca1 ega]itar1an}2eét1ng, 1t is’ necessary N _g
H-ﬂ."":-TQ-' to speak of at leastftntee phases in the’ process of estab11sh- _— ,fﬁ
. ‘ ""155 a shop In the 1n1t1a1 phase where a. shop 1s begun as a ' 'n %
‘f"” 1Tsma11 operathn, there may be nP 51gn1f1cant soc1a1 pressures ' “?

. brought to bear on the shopkeeper at atu In. Fact he or. o
] :she may ave. been encouraged to bpen a shop by var1ous peop1e ‘ . R
, .m the jmmunit,y J On the surface this wou]d seem a contra-' . ' )
A--4S'1i fd1ct1on of the egal1tar1an eth1c, 1n kea]ity the encouragement | .':}'i
: . :'QJVen is otten~a d1rect result of the community 5 attempt to “ ufi
‘crestr1ct Qhe qrowth of another shopkeeper by spread1ng the S ,. %
- : ) : S . , ' , e, i
Y. e . - ? I ) B

. ~ v ':; - N v



-+ ' by severa] factors

o A N °

.shop trade Other causes m1ght be c]early pragmatic. the
- possib111ty of 1ncreased compet1t1on mean1ng lower prices

and easier access to credit from a new supp11en .

: The second phase of the shop s growth 1s sparked
by a change 1h pub11c attitude from- the genera] good w111
of the f1rst phase This change 1s u5ua11y brought about

T o
. . .

(A) The reaT1zation that the neWComer is no. better
than s predecessors with respect to pr1ces or the 11bera1

dlstr1but1on of cred1t As noted earlier, the beg1nn1ng
s \

shqpkeeper usually keeps his prices down and extends credit' Q.

' free]y for a t1me 1n order: to sol1c1t custom (see pp 64)

(B) The new shopkeeper acqu1res materia] wealth

4
N

: which 1s weT] beyond “the means of". h1s ear]ier supporters
For th\s reason the purchasing of a’new car..the bui1d1ng

‘_,of a new home, or even the acqu1r1ng of someth1ng as sda)

of trade or good w111 - 5. ”';":;.?5-.:1] - f

‘,v .(C) The community becomes upset at the. appearance

At

' of upward soc1a1 mob111ty as represented by the shopkeeper s

: -'becom1ng 1ncrea51ng1y friend]y w1th the local e]ite. This

‘jj 1s particu]ar]y cost]y 1n terms of good w111 where concomit-

uantjy the.shopkeeper adopts ah ailre of‘copdescensjon in

oo

' 'q as a refr1gerator may 1nvoke sanct1ons 1n the form of a 1oss

/
I




' =used aga1nst him by way of exp]aining why he. and \articul- ’ :" }q

"jarly his W1fe. needed to be taken down a peg.or two .. T

.ov

: dealing with -the pub]ic One "good examp1e of-tﬁis concerns. - - o

of- upward soc1a1 and economic mob111ty for

'_later Sally and a few acqua1ntances attended a Iocal dance

'_return1ng to her group she was asked the name of the fe]low

_even 1nf1uence the commun1ty 'S percept1on -of. A, that 1s the-

“shopkeeper ,‘.' ’ S W FOAR A TN

et ' o ' CoL
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r . "a ’ ' ' ’

. . .
oL Lo o . Y
> . . o . N 8 oot . *
o \ b - e . . - o . el
A . ® b
.

John, . a un1vers1ty graduate, quite prominent in a. profess-

'~1ona1 capac1ty 1n his community, who decided to open a small . - j

business severa] years ago.‘ The bus1ness was a success and B

o o . N

1ed to the prov1sion of several new - helpers JObS After a
year or S0 "John married a 1oca1 g1r1 The marriage was oneu
Sa11y Sometime o

B

Nhi]e there she danced w1th one of John" 5 he]pers and on

_Sa11y d1smissed the question with a quip, "Oh Just one of_

my. emp]oyees ~That- comment 1mmed1ate1y cost John one . ;.ii-. "é -;

Le ) . . ‘
customer . Furthermore, several months 1ater 1t Was . stﬂll LT y

“er

It 1s 1mp11c1t from éhese comments that this second

phase REE 3 very delicate one for ‘the. shopkeeper Th1s is '~" 2

L espe01a11y true w1th respect to po1nt5 B and C, which- can‘

pr1ces charged and, the services pr0v1ded by a q1ven C o p_:_. .

. . ' . . . Y [ : . "
As already 1nd1cated 1n the example given 1n point
tne shopkeeper who transgresses open1y the notion of ; S ;

.AI
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-equa]ity can suffer an acute Toss of trade © An 1ncrease
<+ of st1ck1ng where cred1t 1s 1nvo]ved 15 anothé& common

's1de effect One-FerryTand shopkeeper bu1]t a new-house

and bought a new truck in the one year dur1ng the Tate

1950 5. The resu]t was a- near: fatal dec11ne in trade,

' wh1ch “in h1s op1n1on. was a direct resuTt of his demon- v

-,strat1on of success “ He was so conv1nced of this’ that for.

nine years he d1d not tear down h1s o]d home wh1ch stood

__onTy s1x feet in front of the new one, h1d1ng 1t from public;'

).
* .

-

The shopkeeper who appears to be ‘getting ahead' 15'

aJso opey to d1rect theﬁt In most instances the th1eves

0

“are. community members, often reguTar clients : They do not'

a A

‘"regard the tak1ng of goods from a. successful shopkeeper,

el a . V.

-':whose success 1s 1arge1y at the1r expense. to be actua]Ty

stea11 g. .In the1r view they are merely attempting to re=

ks .

.COVEF some of what he h%g taken from them.and 1s enjoying as,
proflt : They are putting one over ~on the shopkeeper .zh, o

l' -the case of youths, such thfevery 1s ofben the subject of a c:;

-'T1tt1e amusement at the shopkeeper 5 expense. . ' }
Of course; 1t wou]d be comp]etely erroneous to assume
N

- econom1c Tosses to be the only costs 1ncurred by the shop-

“\

| :t'keepeh Who becomesf'more eQUaT' than fhe rest There” are '

L e s . , .n oy

%
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deffntte'soctal costs. as well and to. a large extent, eco- °

npmicﬁlosses are really manife tatfons-of these. There
are several readi]y observable forms of social costs 1n-

curred by the demonstrab]y too successful shopkeeper

(a) For no apparent reason form

acqua1ntances? among
‘ them close fr1ends and c11ents,listop speakihg‘ to?him
(b) The shopkeeper s faults, m1stakes, famiTy background ~

--and present fam11y 1life become prime topics of d15cuss1on

‘5‘on the commun1ty s goss1p channe]s (c) He and his’ fam11y N

‘may f1nd themselves exc]uded from the 1nv1tat10n 115ts fOr

soc1a1 eVents rang1ng from b1rthday parties to baby showers

fCollect1ve]y, of course, these soc1a1 sl1ghts mean the shopr'

"keePEr and .his fam11y are ostrac1zed from the soc1a1 11fe.of

h',,the,communlty.

' when the shopkeeper 1s ostrac1zed he has ach1eved
the third phase 1n the process of'becoming an estab11shed

"shopkeeper ‘He is an. outsider or stranger Not on1y is he

" then accepted by the. commun1ty from that perspective, but

he may often be assigned var1ous other rp1es, 1.e. chairman
of the commun1ty counc11 ro]es wh1ch must be £i1led but
' ﬂwh1ch are’ unacceptable to commundty members genera]]y, as

such posﬁt?pns a1so upset the not1on of equa11ty

1

‘(bne.1ong-range:effect:of suchuostractsm'has been. the

2 P
- .
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R f : parents shops. Because shopkeepers ch11dren have a'harder
t1me grow1ng up than other commun1ty chi]dren,‘{.e. they
frequent]yﬂare -abused by their peers through name ca111ng

" and on occas1on .through phy51ca1 attack they have. 11tt1e

',soc1a1 attachment to the commun1ty outside ‘thelr 1mmed1ate )

: fam11y. Furthermore, many dislike the. stigma attached toJ .

el f-shopkeep1ng, wh1ch they have 11ved with from ch11dhood~and

"wish to get away from, hence, ‘a’s their parents usua]]y can o

. afford to f1nance their escape through un1vers1ty and trade

e ¥

schoo]s, few ever remali “to take OVer fam11y stores

present ddfficuity 1n recru1t1ng family members to run the1r k

..

“-Besides ear]fer examp]es, there are five recordedtinstances ‘

»

s1nce 1970 where shops have been c]osed or so]d For this

reason, and there .are severa] more 11ke1y to suffer the same.

fate. - 0f course, with a general 1ncrease 1n the 1oca1 . "‘U.;

€
; standard of 11v1ng. part1cu1ar1y 1d'recent years, and the

emergence of a stead1]y growing m1dd1e c]ass, the socio-'
economic‘dispar1ty be tween shopkeeper and community 1s not
qutte S0 pronounced This may change the future recruitment

pattern of extant shops, but that rema1ns to be seen.

f Lo LY
) o ¥ . ‘ . - > . * . ‘

" The Shopkeepers"Strategdes;in Codntertng the.Constra1ntsAof' :

| wa. Ega]itariantsm

o A A 11fe t1me res1dent of the commun1ty, on sett1ng up
N
' -shop, is as sensit1ve to the 1oca1 ega11tar1an 1deology as -

. %

- ¢

-

B
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i‘any other member of the community,_hence, ‘he-is not 1gnorant
‘ F

.of the potent1a1 consequences in doing S0 . At is not sur—'

'pr1s1ng then: that shopkeepers have developed a set of

;strategxes geared to offsett1ng the impact of their entre-_ _

. N
preneur1a1 behav1our on the commun1ty
. . .l1. ) , d .o . .

A major theme in thds-set of'strategfes is 1oca1]y?
’ dubbed poor mouthing ' This 15 ah attempt at p]aylng down
fthe amount of profits gteaned from shopkeeplng ' A]most
';1nvar1ab1y ‘the shopkeeper comp]a1ns of his overhead costs;\
'1osses from bad debts and the s]owness of bu51ness. Part--
‘nered with th1s strategy is the shopkeeper 5 attempt to
' attract 'sympathy support where possib]e, as when any. - '«jf

';d1saster.befa1]s-h1m,te.g an 11]ness 1n the fami]y

) In add1t10n to this the shopkeeper often engages 1n

a self- 1eve11ng role. 'hcf; Nemec,forthoom1ng) Here he tacts

the fool' for the pub11c ‘ Frequentj&.thts invo1ves getting

fdrunk w1th the boys where“he~often'furnishes the bufk"of
'the 11quor However, 1n this matter ‘the shopkeeper has to
-be careful not to make h1s 'drink1ng budd1es féel he 1s

;aga1n act1nq 'the b1g shot' by paying for the 'booze This

was the unfortunate case for one shopkeeper who persisted in ?

'brwng1ng not ust a bott]e or two of " 11quor, but 2 who]e

tase to the regu]ar Saturday n1ght parties ‘No one’ else at

~ the parties.cou]d possjb]y afford such~extravagante,and manyh"

3
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'fett be]itt]ed- The shopkeeper made no attempt to play
down the event. This generated Fuch persona] d1s11ke for ' S i '?é

“the man and.eventually,the parties were:d1scont1nued.

- :

s

The shopkeeper, whenever the: opportunity presents

‘1tse1f, w111 Openly support the 1oca1 ega]itar1an 1deo1ogy

.':_Thas maght ‘be . ach1eved by cr1t1ciz1ng pub11c d1sp1ays of

wea]th by others, 1nc1ud1ng shopkeepers : when one localg, T _“n
shopkeeper had a- specia] mass he1d for h1mse1f and his~.‘

family, the first of its k1nd 1n ‘recent memory, ‘the, 1oca1 TR

' fgoss1p cha 1s fa1r1y hummed with news of the pompous

. altar.

event.‘ Its effect had been compOunded by the fact that '
the 1oca1 clergy had pra1sed the- man 'S unmatched plety- and.
lgeneros1ty at 1east where glvwng to the church was con—'~
'cerned Many peop1e fe1t such praise to be unca11ed for 1n :
'j11ght oF the efforts made by par1sh10ners not so wel] off
"f1nanc1a]1y They complained ‘that s1nce they 1acked prom1n-

ence they wou]d never be worthy of such ment1on from the

s
Y

Anopher shopkeeper, a compet1tor of th1s 'church

”hea]er , sens1ng ‘the chagrin of the'community over the

"affa1r. used itoto po]1t1ca1 advantage , He hoted, tongue : -'ﬂ;

2

;1n cheek to "his customers that he dadn t th1nk there ‘was . ." ,. .
L4 f

‘-’much 11ke11hood o; anyone havwng a mass sa1d for: him Eor' E A'l:i



that matter, ‘he had.neyer.made 'the soclal r

communIty nor dld he think he ’.er.would In this kind

" of- SItuation the shop per was clearly a]ign1ng hlS

,op1n1on w1th th .'of h1s c11ents He was c]ass1ng himse]f.

with the ommon Jack' whi]e effect1ve]y Improving his
popularity'at,the expense of h]S'soc1a11y 1nsens1t1ve
'competitor. ‘ ' ' '

Secrecy is another counter strategy emp]oyed by

-f

'the shopkeeper aga1nst the.constra1nts of egalitar1an1sm.'
. The ph1losophy of "what they don t know won't hurt 'em”"
T governs many of the shopkeeper 5 actions One outcome of

.‘th1s outlook was observed on severa1 occas1ons where, for
!

L

,example, néw furniture ‘and’ other EXpens1ve househo]d

J

v 1tems, i.e: .a fr1dge or c]othes dryer, were un]oaded at .

' the shopkeeper s request after dark One explanat1on for

A.'th1s behav1our was “.r._so ‘as’ not to make the neighbours

jealous. If they thought you were too far ahead buying a]]
"thts“sthf then they might turn against ya when 1t -was
p01nted out to thlS 1nformant that ne1ghbours wou]d surely

f1nd out about h1s purchase anyway, h1s reSponse was'

. ”Yes, but that w1]1 be less
of a shock to'em if someone e]se
te1ls ‘em rather than.they. see it
for themselves,.'cause then I'11 -,
on]y be supposed to be after getting

RN
-
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dining room set There‘11 be a
11tt1e 0 or a wh11e as there .
“always s ‘with . gos By the time . .
~eyeryone ~knows for sure I have: it'11
~be -01ld news and even here that's no-ne
at all. See boy, that's the way you have

~to . work it around here. : o

. oot S

There 1s a.side effect to this need for secrecy and
1t is’ prompted by the. fact that the shopkeeper 11ves 1n a.'

' " community where inter- house vis1tat1on occurs w?thout even

-y

Th1s type of . behav1our 1s no. 1onger restr1cted to

“the sh0pkeeper, as .a burgeon1ng m1dd1e class~takes its p]ace?

in the. outport commun1ty They too emp1oy similar strate- -
giés. This is not surpr151ng in post-Confederation

Newfound1and where a s1tuat1on has deve]oped s1m11ar'to'that“u .
expressed by -Andrew Pearse, (1971 77-78)-d student of rura] -

peasantry He notes

_ "W]th the grow1ng 1mportance of the
' nat1ona1 institutions and” the decTine of
" the local ones, the Tacal ‘solidarity . .
_ wbased on a tightly knit’ network of. ]oya]— .
~-ties and obligations gives way to ~
emancipation from-local control, to the .
-“increasing isolation of the nuc]ear fam11y
w1th1n the ne1ghbourhood, and at the same"
time,. an increase in controls exercised .
, d1rect1y over the- community from the urban
.. centres. The importance of the ne1ghbour—
. hood, as- a community, dec]unes The - :
“chahacter1st1c\un1que status . of the tradit-.
. donal, rural ‘persan.is replaced by ‘the .'.
*g'enaoyment of different levels of status in
different sub- systems. . There 1s a’ tendency .-
. © towards d1fferentiat10n and.muTtiplication
! . ¢ of-soctal as.well as economic, roles, . Action
" - - sequences which have been valued because
‘they fu]f111ed the trad1t1on are now va]ued
‘as means to economic ends.

€ -
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a knock to 1ntroduce the 1ntruder 3o The shopkeeper has had).

to set up - barr1ers to thfs prqct1ce which haVe consequent1y‘ ey

..'J

o contr1buted to, h1s socia1 isolation. - Yet the need for. such' . "1 ' ‘m

restr1ct1ons on access to a shopkeeper S house stem not

so]e]y from the necess1ty of guarding against public know-

1edge of h1s possess1ons Frequent1y business transact1ons

%

'5: and the straighten1ng up of accounts, 1Je: WIth wholesa]ers ’

=

.
LE-4

A and also c11ents, take p]ace'not fn the shop but in’ the

home of the shopkeeper, where to 1nsure safety he m1ght keep %
any 1arge sums of money he has on hand Such business",’ » ?
._ demands pr1vacy o B o "i--{ B '%
- Trad1t1ona11y the men often f1shed whlle own1ng shops, A %

'a s1tuat1on not uncommon unt11 qu1te recent]y and one wh1ch }g
presents some problems w1th respect to ega11tar1an1sm :On_ . ﬁ
the -one hand th1s shopkeeper bhould be undergo1ng a process ‘ %
of exc1usion from the soc1a1 1ife of the commun1ty, on . the i%

| other hand he is invo]ved 1n the f1shery, an act1v1ty that v Té

requ1res a high degree of co- operat1on from other f1shermen v

‘ at various times of the year, e.g. hau11ng up or 1aunch1ngf

ety
Bl

' boats : Th1s paradox 15 generally reso]ved through the use‘ T ﬁ

of women, - partlcularly wives,,1n handling the shop As:

Th1s pract1ce is gradua11y be1ng discontinued as
c]ass divisions emerge: in_ the commun1t1es -- a result of -
generally improved economic cond1tions -~ Pearse's comments
, (see footnote '2) suffice to explain here the process wh1ch
R tak1ng place. " o : . :

@ y3oT en
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n;noted ear11er, (Ch. 4'36 39)'women were (and still a%éj

~:b1ame for h1s w1fe s dev1ant acttons

it has a11owed h1m freedOm from the reSpon51b111ty of de-

jsoparticular1y true where the women are outsiders

'a]lowed to exh1b1t dev1ant behav1our without the same re-

pr1sa]s as wou]d accrue to men in the same’ 1nstance . Th1s

e

» marr1ed 1nto,the commun1ty. wh1ch was frequently the case

i

w1th respect to shopkeepers w1ves : Furthermore, th1s

d1chotomy has made 1t possib]e for the husband ‘to escape

N
i

. e 2 e
) : R

This arrangement has served the shopkeeper wel] fo/,

c1s1ons and act1ons surround1ng the operat1on of the shop

ﬂIn fact in. some 1nstances the husband a11enates h1mse1f

'from h1s wife w1th respect to the affairs of the shop by

.pub11c1y stating he has noth1ng to do w1th 1t and by cr1t-

.-t1c1z1ng h1s wwfe 1n certa1n 1nstances for dec1s1ons she has

'made, e. g w1th respect to refus1ng cred1t

-t
' . ,' f

Euen yet, where husbands‘and wiues ruf stores as co-

equals, the ~husband will 1eave much of the ‘dirty work'

_e.g. demand1ng payment on aCCounts, cutt1n¢ off credit, or

;»even hand11ng sur]y customers, to h1s wife. The WOmen

'have the face for 1t' 1s the 1oca1 exp1anation of this -

phenomenon, 1n other words, they feel’ ‘no compunctwon when

hand11ng these unp]easant duties of shopkeep1ng

¥
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Imp11c1t 1n the var1ous strategles the~ shopkeeper_

1tar1an1sm 1s the fact that th1s 1deo]ogy app11es on]y to".'

L 1nvokes to protect h1mse1f from the constraints of ega1-.'

pub11c behaviour : It demands that whtle on stage that

':315 1n pub11c v1ew the shopkeeper, or 1ndeed any other

‘transgressors aga1nst the 1dea of equa11ty for a11, shou]dj

at 1east attempt to ma1nta1n a front show1ng defeFence to

fact1ons through secrecy, .o by'reVers1ng their effect,:,u_;;-

-:_strateg1es are rea11y attempts

e

'3'“art of 1mpression management"

.'that 1deo1ogy either by attempt1ng to cover up their

P

fby dr1nk1ng with the bes In this sense the shopkeEpersL .-:"

at what Goffman ca1ls the

(Goffman,.T958 Ch 6)

The 1nterest1ng thing about thts act' on the part

of the shopkeeper s that 1t rea11y demands the supgort of
,'the audlence '1n th1S case the others of the commun1ty
' “(cf Goffman Ib1d 146 150) Th1s 1s true, for examp]e,'

where the shopkeeper 1s a]]owed to pretend by poor mouth1ngA,” 7.

to h1s c11ents that he 1s mak1ng no. more money than a

U

:f1sherman, w1thout fear of contradiction from the cT1ents
,.‘who perhaps know or fee] the contrary to be true " But. per-'

.haps the most b1atant examp1e of th1s 15 where the d1chotomy
‘:between husbgid and wife over the runn1ng of the shop 1s
L;a]]owed to ex1st to fac111tate the norma] 1nvo]vement of thewi}.?.

”ﬁFhusband 1n the reciproca] exchanges surrOundTng the fishery ';A'

P
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’j.f There are perhaps severa1 reasqns for th1s co- ..o
“ L ! : ;0 .

operat1ve behay1our -on the part of both the commun1ty and
“shopkeeper : Speak1ng pragmat1cal1y, shops have been useful

. to. the commun1ty they have offset the abso]ute contro] of

-.';,.. the merchant (cf Ch 4) and they have supp11ed good% Wh1ch .i . :
S -were otherw1se unava11ab1e 1oca11y. When’ the shopkeeper was- 'L{i Cy
not an outsmder-to begin w1th then natura11y the ro]e of f.;-.;r"'l
shopkeeper had to ‘be f111ed from wjth1n the commun1ty or not :t;‘i“: gl

‘at all. -In th1s regard d1ff1cu1t1es w1th respect to the

N

\_1oca1 ega]itar1an 1deology d1duemerge ’ In fact, it is not ﬁ;f,f;‘;

;1nconce1vab1e that the constra1nts on 1oca1 peopTe act1ng Y3 5§1‘:

v e e T
L

o entrepreneurs could have restricted complete1y the emer-‘,;ﬂ'ﬁfj,}'.fj‘

'\ L T gence 'of " sma11 enterpr1ses such as shops, as “in. s1m11ar
' commun1t1es dn North Norway (Barth 1963) had th1s been the*::"

commun1t1es w1sh'* Ev1dent1y 1t was not so, the shopkeeper .

1
]

: who‘ act"proper1y 1s a11owed to c1rcumvent these con-n‘

7

a 16&@6 extent R ";jf . ,.:..‘ne-x' .

has a]ready been sa1d;about the expuls1on of the shopkeeper
"i“}‘: from the social, 11fe of the commun1ty This s not true .".E;}?E_“/
what rea]]y has emerged 1s a process whereby the shopkeeper. "':iik:=;
:can move 1n the d1rect1on of soc1a1 1so1at10n gradua]]y Aiufffft':;

':; In th1s way no great and sudden rifts erupt 1n the so11d-f .1”..45

« e

ar1ty.of the commun1ty. Of course, when the shopkeeper does

.y

A . W ’ . -0 [} . .
. . . . 3 . ) »
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if f;}f;ifr o not accept these rules of behav1our. At can be a magjor -
: : C factor 1n 11m1t1ng the qrowth of the shop and can u1t1mate-'_
f," . 1y 1ead to the c1051hq of the operation..:'u = fﬁ”¢-D:“"
L 3 BNRR

A second reason for the communit1es' acceptance of

PRI o

W :""ij the shopkeeper sacte or front of egalgparianism 11es w1th Igﬂ

Cae . e o . ,

S ‘"t" community members. This is. one aSpect of - outporé“ﬂ1fe

oY sonolgeded itp ega'”ta”ﬂ"“m 1 the 1itétature on:
S i Newfound1and (SZWEd ]966 87 chiardmontE. ]972 Jz

+, ~ t‘ 20 -
-

.“,,FLrestone. ]967 123) The rat1ona1e behind sUth conf11ct

S e N . s
L_avo1danoe may bESt be understood 1n~re1at1on to dyad1c 1nter

< e 1..act1on on "y one tonpne.basis. IF hard fee11ng were a]]owed

to develop read11§ between var1ous members of sma11 commun-:

. Cw :
* 3 .. . T
i .

So0- .the strong avo1dance of open conf]ict pratt}ced qmong K

L ﬁtfes. then 1t wou]d ¢rove extreme]y try1nq JUSt fTON The~ L

\a a

.'{;;f v ;" pofnt of v1ew of hav1ng to f1nd ways of avo%ding those .';f

1s by "o mean" exc]uded

Stronq dyad1

tiesJOften dcvevop

wE

. T : IS ‘ DA IR e \/‘. .
R betwoen shopkeeper and cl1cnt. ‘as with core §lients for e
-l PR _

- ‘A.
ox nmp]e (cf pp @4) IC 15 often-a do]iberate part of
. : ' Lo B r , .
* " .-. i 9 .‘ B "- ’ R + ‘a »
e, . e e & - » Y M t *.
2 - [ . " N
B \ ' N v ' L3 - N . o
. ' ¢ Tt v ¢ e B N ' v ] y
- ) 1 - \ i
- Y X . '-. v r ¢ .‘m ’f S [ ‘ '
. R . ‘ ..:- ) . st ..'. ' \1- . . ‘ ,: N . .
' L] ' ' ;. . J.;: , ’ [ :,‘ \:-‘- .' 2 l ! ":_‘_;’ . ' ":- \ ] ' \‘
n v, o NI ’ 3 . tu ~ \ o

- e | others w1th whom one 1s feuddng \by the snme token the -
i supressdon of host11e fee11ngs under:e reneer of - good w113”

’ ' perm1ta 1nteracb1on wh1ch fac111tatos the:development 0f w, -
L ,n':jfiu:ehrec1proce1 ob]igetion‘netnorksh Such\Betworks ure\another~ .
f I "'j chdrat}er1st1c of thc 10ca1 commun1t1es." ;i:‘i ' | -é;;

o - ';"fi" - In theureahn o#irectprocql networks thL storekeeper'
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“}~cred1t or even a meet1ng wi\h the M H A

‘ soc1a] re]at1onsh1ps 1n order to avo1d the cost of the

'S e

Nt e M N Y o

- . - . - » . | I
v . - . . -, s R ’ f
4 . s i L . e R

5 -

the c]ient s strategy to avoid conf]1ct w1th the shopkeeper,T

even where the 1atter 'S~ behav1our 1s provocatTve. In thrs

~

way the 611ent opens or mainta1ns channe]s whereby he can
so]1c1t favburs fnom the shopkeeper, €.9. the extens1on of
: %ﬁ.

p

This tntrpduces the nEXt topic of d1/94{510n, that
‘how the Shopkeeper hand1es ar, avoids entang]ement with
the various comm1ttmentseand ob11gat1ons which ‘may. 1nvo]ve,

an econom1c cost and thereby threaten hfs success."ln”

part1cu]ap3,coneern w111 be directed tOWards how h1s actions.-
in ~dea11ng w1th these prob1emat1c situations affect his R

(i u]t1mate estrangemeht'. : ‘e.zr" '_f-'fn

*

,'Ieehniqueegin Uandlﬁnghthe Coet.of Soctel-Comm1tthents‘

I

/ E The estrangement wh1ch befal]s the successfu1 shop—f

y s . ‘ 1

keeper 1s not so]e]y a product of the 1oca1 egafttar1an QA

L eth1c In many 1nstances the shopkeeper acts 1n a de11berate

fdshion to promote tha& estrangement spec1f1ca11y. he .re-
0 & :

fuses to become 1nvo1ved 1n or he w1thdraws from spec1f1c

comm1ttments they onta11 (Berth 1963 87

.
’

The maJor prob]em for the 40ca1 shopkeeper 1n this-

regard arises pr1mar11y from the many t1es-(both fam111a]

Yo . ‘» . . LI
. . e .

~ e >
é@z
.
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, - ‘andlcontrattual) wh1ch he has &t the time he opens . his - ‘ ' ,
a . . . . T v . - ‘;-i
. shop. Certa1n1y there can be beneftts from such aff111- T
p) - . , o
: _ at1ons . As. noted ear11er. for examp]e, both fr1ends and
'ff. O - kin prov1de the shopkeeper with initial and even 1ong-term a_} ST 33
j . * . ) ¥ ‘5 ‘.
. . .gsupport {(i¥n the form of thejr shop purchases). Undoubtedly oL
‘such support is weicome and necessary for the successfu] !
estab11shment ef h1s enterpr1se.} Yet, as such- favours are ‘ -
extended. they a]so prov1de the g1vers with the expectat1on L, Lo
\ o,
of some rec1procat1on . Th1s may be best understood in 11ght:. o
_ k;of the fact that 1oca1 reciprocat1on networks operate pretty . ' ::E
.‘}f§?§ | much aft@r the fashion descrjbed by Foster (1961 1187) ) b
. e "Any faVOr. whatever 1ts form.- S . "u"‘ls;@
) o e » oo s part of a quid’ pro quo pattern. 7 3
T p- . “the ‘terms of which are recognized . . R o
SNt N - and accepted by the particdipants Lo , -
.~The favor-or:act $imultaneousd ' ' o
e, ©-repays a-past debt, ncurs a- .
L e T e _ futuee obligation,.afd reaffirms . .. - S
R oo .o Y ., T the® eehtinu1nq validfty of the S -
- L X .contract b1nd1nq partners S .

;'._" The difficulty for the shopkeeper 1n thjs circum-f

“'smg"f stance resu1ts when the favour he 1s expected to return a
1nvo1ves ., qreater cost than ‘that 1n1t1a11y received.. Thts L T

13'espec1a11y true when the cost*is monetary and therefore“ o

- I threatens the future ecqnomic v1ab111ty of the shop Th1s
TR h.would be the case, for example, where a c11ents expects ' "
b s ,'_ W
N . . _y‘n R
. & un1imdted credit, which the shopkeepernquws-the cltent wilty » 0 .
e I ’ I - 'V," : ‘\'.' i ’ . , "'3: 3 ’.',u ’ f,: . J, .
L , "} . . . - ‘ . L. { 2 '.a' . ol kN ) s ) ) y
., o1 N ' @ < ¥ B o ' ’)‘j Y 14 .
'{ , .-Wt-;"iu "'_', 0 s A . . . e [ g
* ' 3 . ) :.':: N ) ot ol v . ,/' ’-\:
. {) o ‘ ) \ !
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have d1ff1cu]ty'pay1ng..or. where the c11ent expects th?\

:shopkeeper to forego 1mmed1ate payment on‘the'debt{bwed‘h1mC“
-] » o .
sd that the client can meet another payment say on a. TV

set of a. washer Lt

a ! . \ °

When it 15 no longer tolerab1e, the shopkeeper s
usua1 response to th1s k1nd of" prob]em 1s to w1thdraw from

the relat1onsh1p This befngfaccomp]ished he then attempts

to set up what m1qht be - ca1led convers1on barriers

(cf Bohannoh and Dalton, 1965; Barth 19675 Brox, 1972)'

e

_ Such barrfers are. achfeved _When shOpkeepers s1gna1 to
c11ents that personal reciprocttfes are no, 1onger operat1ve
They may be enforced d1rect1y through the shopkeeper's re- .
mfnding 3 client that he has not paid his or1q1na1 debt,

shou]d one rema1n (In fact. some shOpkeepers noted that

2

they preferred a troub]esome c]fent to 1eave a sma]] debt

beh1nd wh1ch cou]d be used 1n this way.)

—

Another barr1er erected by the shopkeepem is to en-A

.,sure that he‘does not become ob]1gated to any person who
'ibf m1ght attempt to/exp]oft ‘that ob11gat10n 1n an unfavourable
" fash1on.- To this end the shopkeeper avoids becoming 1in-
volved in recfprocat1on by paying oash for any assistance
g1ven him ‘that m1ght be cqnsidered a favour and m1ght,p1ace-
: the.shOpkeeper(*under dompliment' (1ooa1 term) to the g1veéﬁ”
' The payment 1n cash sfgn1f1es that the account is, paid 1n

fu11 and d1SCOurages the format1on of any rec1proca1

N

LEY

B - ' . _;-
- -

i
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contract ”s1nce 1f a11 credits and debts somehow ‘could be:

"ba1anced off at a. point 1n time, the contract would cease.
’ -

.,to exist." “(Foster, 1967 ]185)

_ . Perhaps the most effect1ve barr1er the shopkeeper .

‘couﬂd erect to the entang1ements of reciprocity Ties\L,

) his avo1dance of soc1a1 1nterapt1on outside the setting" of

) the shop To this end hé- wi]\ frequent]y avoid: 1nforma1

'\jsocta1 gatherings, both pub11c and private, where his re-
'1at10nsh1p to others 1s ot so- clear]y Qefined as would be

:the case within the sett1ng of the shop There he is olear]y

»the shopkeeper and any 1ntruder 1: c1ass1f1ed as a client, ‘
The diffﬁcu]&y with 1nforma] gather1ngs is, thay people wi]]
often approach the shopkeeper, seemtng]y on a, personal bas1s,

" but rea]]yﬁseek1ng an. '1n by str1k1ng up or renewing a |
’?re]ationship, thus mak1ng the shopkeeper more approachab]e

L as a dhspenseﬁ of favours.’ Since the shopkeEper aVoids

these gather1ngs, he ‘remains v1rtua11y unapproachab]e on an; ]

"matter'other than that of business., ’J. ‘

Throuqh these actions the shopkeeper contributes to

_his own estrangemen} and this 1s part1cu1ar1y true when such

. act1oh-has to. be taken against his reJations,or kin.' These .

- .would 1nctude:coljgtera1}y,‘wt repstfthose re]ations.esntgr
‘.repovod'as secohd cousin. Lineally, qrandparents'et one end

,“\

B .of bhe sca]e and grandchi]dren at the other wou]d be 1nc1uded
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~oor weaxen his support from the‘others. +The shopkeeper who

§oecfat Client, . '.: R ™

e |

. 3 ) “ . ’ : . ’
. . - ° -
=169 - .. . A

N . L
\ . . . \ - Il

L]

L3

Loca]]y, the extended famt]y centres on patr1k1n, 1.e.

brothers poo]1ng the1r efforts where the f1shery 1s con-

' cerned 1s st111 the basis of soc1a1 and econom1c 11fe on

the Southern Ava]on. Th1s is evident 1n the compos1tion

.:of f1sh1ng crews and the practice of brothers bu11d1ng homes )

dn c1ose prox1m1ty to one another to form fam11y or1ented

neighbourhoods._ The extended fam11y is the core soc1a1 un1td

.‘from which a]] social t1es extend outward

Fy

O e s within this group (kin.
, - or relations).that an individual,

centres and measures’ his 1mportant‘ A

o ‘actions. .The members of this .group”
e "+ have f1rst claim at holidays and -
< . - 1ife crises. He must defend his: ¢
. kindred to outsiders -- or at least .
.. to those whose kindred.do not over-
lap with his own «- and 1t is to
this group that he turns first for
-~ ald." (Szwed, 1966:61- 62)

So stronq are these ties that should a shopkeeper re-‘

.
1

”’ffuse'assistence fo ‘ore of hjs relations), espec1a11y wheré

close re]dtivesiare coneerned,'it 1s_pr6beble he.wj11-1ose

- 1solates h1s're1at1ons 1n this Fashion has,, 1n fact, gone a

v

Jong way towards 1soIat1ng hﬂmse1f from the community ('\ :
. ot . . e . . N “‘

Y

”

.. ~‘-, .\' .- . ! ' ' L ‘ | "
One 1nterest1nb phenomenon assoctated with the social

-

)
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& opment of ‘the- ro1e of spec1a1 c11ents These c11ents serve

R
| | s
.1so1at1on of the shopkeeper from the community is the deve]--
. as - 1nformation brokers between the shopkeeper and the pub11c
T?e\r reward for f1111ng th1s ro]e is: (a) one of status in

'being one of the few loca1'peop]e a11owed access to the

shopkeeper s backstage -- that is- his home and with 1t h1s'."r
l. e1ose1y guarded 1nformat1on about his pr1vate affa1rs --'f f

and -(b) a pract1ca1 gain in- the form of ready access to what— -

‘ever resources are at the’ shopkeeper s d1sposa1

o | In return these c]1énts keep the shopkeeper posted pn

(1) the commun1ty 3 fee11ngs towards h1m (the shopkeeper)

4

3=f(2) the act1v1t1es and jntent1ons of his compebitors, which

are. known to the gossip channels of the commun1ty, but which

: would not otherw1se.come to his:atte

: and (-3) most’

)mportant of all, the aqt1v1t1es ) ’11ents‘ »In'th1s

[

S wWay the shopkeepen often comes to

”

of any c11ent who
ntght be spend1ng cash e1sewhere wiile attempt1ng to secure

L supply-of cred1t from him he shopkeeper) Ix is through

\f

the med1um of . the special client, as wel] that the shopkeeper .

"1earns the names of those who are bad debtors. 1nc1ud1ng the

—

extent of the1r debts

q

<4
1 . . A . ',

,’ In man 1nstances these spec1a1 c11ents are 1ntense1y

d1s11ked by others in the commun1t_y. s1nte they have th1s

&

e
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. v R
.d; ,',i g “}private bus1ness with the shopkeeper _.Yet these cdtents~are

not themse]ves 1so1ated but are an 1mportant un1t 1n the'.
. 1oca1 goss1p channe1s, frequently funne]ling in tid-bits of
'gossip about  the. shopkeeper wh1ch wou]d otherwise go un-
.1d1scTosed Usual]y the shopkeeper 1s aware of the spec1a1
.o client s dub1ous 1oya1ty, espec1a11y wath respect to 1nfor-
mation wh1ch he is asked to keep secret " For th1s reason,

the shopkeeper re]eases only what he wants the community to

A
4 . - -

. SR - hear _ ‘.‘ . . i ‘.._ - .. . .

‘g . One virony- in this re1at1onsh1p 1fes in ?(; fact that
| ‘when the commun1ty finds out that a spec1a1 c11ents knows

" of a customer s business, 1t is the c11ent and

': N keeper who 1s condemned for qoss1p1 The

admonition of the shopkee er. is for nothing more than s

W8

lack of d1scret1on in choosing h1s fr1ends.' L P

‘t’fhe shop-



-which the merchant he]d over ‘the- local outport economy

o cond1t1on for the emergence of the shop in the 19th

" SUMMARY" AND.-CONCLUSION -

N
[ .
- .

e It 1suposs1b1e to make. severa] observations and o

conc1u510ns as to the natune of shopkeeping 1n Renews and

Ferrf]and '“First tt is” necessary to po1nt out: that whi\ec

w? I.'\

many commentators ho]d the view that the outport shop isa -

’ . o4

relat1ve1y modein phenomenon An” Newfoundland 1 e. apro- . -

:duct of the WQF]d war 1I- Confederat1on etonomfc boom,

these two study communities are exceptions Here the
b

shops existed from at least the c1ose of; the 19th centuryr
At that time and for most of the present century, these

shops served to- mitigate the monopo11st1c strang1ehold ‘,

through the uti]ﬁzation of the ‘ecredit system'.

4 .
Ie

i in effect, this cred1t system' was the main pre-.

century Under this- system fishermen were no 1onger guar-
antee\ a reasonable subs1stence(1eve1 -diying”

ears 'of poor

system" The depr1vation generated 1n this way certa1n1y

“ [N

.'_

1eft Y need‘for some source of, a1ternate sup 1i In the .{:,

case of: Renews ahd Ferry]and° the shop was ‘a partia] "‘-a5 .

”

fishing, as had been the case ear]ier with the 'truck ot

R

[% PN
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-been“denied~h1m, 1f me had to seek them from the merchant‘

" store

‘secrecy

‘T_pr1or to. Norld Nar II C (In fact. this is often 91Ven -as the f'

reason for the absence of shops. s1nce they were f1nanc1a]1y ;

,,crash cf 48§4J which SaW'an end to Tndidenbus banks and the

: duced to parts of the Is]and other than the commerc1al

:capita1 of St JothSu This did not 1mmed1ate1y affect the-

'-~ - ) _ 4_ ]73 : .

'response to. th1s need At the shop a man cme$~barter some - : %

‘ .of h1s catch for supp11es. especially YTuxury' items 5uch'."

,;as‘tobacco, tea and biscuits, which otherwise m1ght haVe

. Certainly, since the merchant had a 11en on any

1ndebted man 's f1sh, such transact1ons could not  be carr1ed

R PRI WG i

R

W

on open]y, hence, w1th the apparent consensus of the.

commun1ty, th1s type of trad1ng was conducted in reasonab\e

e e

Another matter which presents {tself for congider- AR E
ation is the question of cash: When and'in what'manner dﬁd -
it enter the commun1t1es Many oommentators have suggested'

that cash did not c1rcu1ate free]y in rura] Newfound]and

I

.f1ncapab1e of market1ng fish or becoming 1nvolved in cred1t

: transactions ) This observat1on is: chal]enged on the

PO |

fev1dence of seVera1 histor1ca1 events, which were to have a

positive eﬁfect onzthe growth of the shopss w1th the bank

' '1ntroduct10n of Canadian banks, ;he cash system was: 1ntro-

N
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3by the c1ose of the second decade of the 20th century,

' th1s was no longer true. The bu11d1ng of a branch rai]-

o way between Trepassey and St John S }1909) pumped

l~vthe fact that the Bank of Nova Scotfa saw f1t .to estab1fsh '

4
considerable cash 1nto the local area . Following this the

demand for Newfound]and cod dur1ng wor1d War- I, when- prfces

soared a]so had 1ts effect Th1s,‘p1us the resu1tant

growth of mercanti1e compet1t1on over the buy1ng of 10ca1

" fish, saw money p]aced 1n the hhands of the fasherman

When one quest1ons the amount of cash 1n 1oca1 cfrcu]at1on.

s

" a branch off1ce at Ferry]and 1n 1918 speaks for 1tse1f

,The effect of thws cash flow was cruc1a1 to the

‘\growth of the shops Since fishermen were genera1]y freed

at 1ast from their: 1ndebtedness and concomitant oblfgations

hto deal exc1u51vely w1th a s1ng1e merchant they began to I

-

_ exercfse some choice. over where and what. they purehased
:The shops . then cou]d compete for a share of thfs new cash
fmarket Of course, the 1mproved and regu1arized commun1-
jcataons w1th a’ growing number of St John S who]esa]ers.

'prov1ded by the ra11way, fac1]1tated thfs trade fnrtherf.

o

p ,more, since many f1shermen were at th1s time getting

T 4

"b supp1 es d1rect1y from St. John S- based f1rms. the shops \\\

often serVed as emergency supp]y depots when these men Yan

-short of supp11es E;ﬁ",

‘study area'despite'fts proximity to thé capita1{ howéver,l“

““ e
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One notab]e character1st1c of the shop s-expansion ;ﬁ
in: the first part of the. century was 1ts grow1ng 1nvo1ve-'“'” v )
“ment in the extens10n of cred1t, a]beit in sma]1 amounts |
.In 1tse1f this pract1ce speaks of the new econom1c . z 3.-@

: strength and prominence of the 1oca1 reta11 market which
,'the shop was enJoy1ng Prev1ou51y a14 transactions of any'
u_s1gn1f1cance which 1nvo1ved credit were restricted to the . ) “; ' s

N merchant S operat1ons;

The shopkeeper s purpose 1n undertak1ng the r1sks

invo]ved w1th credit was-an attempt to capture a 1arger ‘ fw

L]

'port1on of the 1oca1 retail market He was aware that

cred1t Wa's essenttal to the consumer dependant on an in-- "’

L4 l

come with 1rregu1ar t1m1ng between pay periods -For

examp1e, 1n the f1shery.a man s»payday depended on a.number
of var1a 1es, e.g., weather cond1t1ons for dry1ng fish or. Sl e
the whin of the merchant who dec1ded when he was readg'to “ |

buy.

! , P .
The shopkeeper was- correct 1n his assumption that,
V_the extens1on of credit was fundamenta] to en1arg1ng his ,~"’n- - g
c]iente1e : Those “who did so grew- stead11y desp1te the ' o .
' 'toppos1t1on of the merchents,'however'\\t was not unt1] after. A T
the depress1on of the 1930 S, which struck a d1sastrous blow | ‘

to the local ShOpSv that it cou1d be seen Just how . effective~

th1s strategy Was.

s
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Norld Nar II saw angther upturn 1n Newfound]and s A R

‘ . '
- - L

econom1c fortunes as f1sh catches and pr1¢es 1mprov€d jIn;-'-

add1t1on there was an.abundance of work generated by m11-' -1f’j¢, L
2 v . )

“« f

ﬁ1tary construct1on owing to the bu11d1ng of both Canadiani*:- (
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gained dominance in the retail market. By the 1950's a few
shops were even strong enough to challenge the merchant's
position as sole resident fish buyer. Enterprising shop-
keepers expanded and diversified their operations in various
other directions, i.e. snack bars, juke boxes, gas stations,
which were opening up as money in relatively large amounts

continued to circulate in the study communities.

Rapid economic change affecting both Renews and
Ferryland in the post-Confederation period greatly reduced
the degree to which the local population was dependant on
credit, and hence on a creditor. The result was a change in
consumer attitude towards all creditors, including the shop-
keeper. This, coupled with an increase in retail
competition from a number of new shops all willing to extend
credit, eventually upset the balance which had been struck
between shopkeeper and client over credit transactions. The
practice of 'sticking' or not paying one's debts increased
at the shops. The result of this was a growing apprehension

on the part of the shopkeeper towards extending credit.

By the close of the 1960's, though such credit was
still available, (notably from shopkeepers who were starting
out and trying to encourage trade) a new trend was develop-

ing. This was the trend towards the use by the shopkeeper



of St. John's-based finance companies for the extension of
credit to the shopkeeper's clients -- a practice employed
especially where large amounts of credit were involved.
There was no personal commitment between shopkeeper and
client, and no risk-taking involved for the shopkeeper in
such transactions. In one sense this underlined the last

phase in the demise of the old credit system.

Social variables played an important role in the
shop's development. The shop often served as a place for
public gatherings and entertainment in return for which
the shopkeeper would expect more income in the sale of
goods to the gathering. However, the most important profit
for the provision of this service was the public good will.
The most common institutionalized form of this service was

the juke box.

In the post-Confederation period, as the shop devel-
oped into a social and supply centre, the role of the
shopkeeper took on new facets. Owing to his position within
the community, the shopkeeper became a node of communication;
relaying gossip and other topical community news to his
clients. The shopkeeper also played the roles of political
and cultural broker. Politicians utilized him to make con-

tact with their constituents and vice versa; and, since the



shopkeeper was frequently knowledgeable (relatively speak-
ing) of the world outside the community, he often acted as
mediator between local residents and the growing intrusion
of 'outside', impersonal bureaucracies both commercial and

governmental.

One of the most interesting aspects of the emergence
of a shopkeeper from within the ranks of the outport citi-
zenry was the process whereby the aspiring shopkeeper moved
towards the position of 'stranger' or 'outsider'. In part,
this process was generated by the prevailing egalitarian
ideology which insisted that all men are equal or at least
must be treated as such. Obviously, the shopkeeper in
assuming control over resources and in aspiring to politi-
cal power, was disrupting this ideology and causing negative
social reaction from the community. When this reaction
occurred sanctions were placed on the shopkeeper which saw
1ife-long friends and even kinsmen turn their backs on him.

He was in effect treated as a stranger.

While these social sanctions were certainly costly
to the shopkeeper, they were not necessarily detrimental to
his operation. In fact, in cases where the shopkeeper
wished not to become entangled in credit transactions with

certain community members, he attempted to create a social



barrier or distance between himself and these people. The
shopkeeper often declined involvement in social events

where he could be approached by people wishing to establish
a 'friendship' with him which could be sed later as a

lever to extract credit. The maintenance of social distance
allowed the shopkeeper to operate his business with object-
ivity and discretion. Since he had no ties with the
community members, he could be trusted with information
about personal and business affairs which a client did not

want broadcasted on the community gossip channels.

Of course, the outport shop as described in this
thesis has been a changing phenomenon. At no time has this
process of change been greater than at present. Within the
next decade, if present trends continue, the shop in both
Renews and Ferryland will undoubtedly evolve into little more
than the impersonal place of business characterized by the

supermarket or department store of urban St. John's.
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APPENDIX A

A CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF SHOPS EXISTING IN THE
STUDY COMMUNITIES FROM THE TURN OF THE CENTURY

RENEWS:

1. Mrs. Ambrose Quinn: circa 1890 (or earlier) -
1920. The date of the
opening of this shop is lost
even to the oldest members
of the community. She had
a comparatively large store
and handled groceries, dry
goods and confectionery.

She carried fishing gear and
blueberries were exchanged
for goods. This store was
taken over by Mrs. Quinn's
daughter-in-law, Mrs. Bridie
Quinn, who operated it

until about 1920.

2. Mrs. Joanna O'Leary: circa 1890-1920. She sold
mostly groceries and took
'shawl fish' from the women.
When she died in 1904 the
business was run for a
number of years by her son,
Arthur.

3. Miss Mary Anne Roche: circa 1890-1920. She had a
few groceries, sewing
notions and confectioneries,
(notably peppermint knobs)
soft drinks, (lemon crystal
mixed in a tumbler) and
loose biscuits. Eggs were
bartered for such items as
brown sugar, and she bought
flour barrels, then sold
them to the Goodridges for
use in packing fish.



Mrs. Bridget Jackman:

Mrs. Patrick Dunne:

Mrs. Jim Fowler:

Mrs. Joseph Dunphy:

Johnny and Duffy Noah:
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circa 1900-1905. She oper-
ated a small huckster shop.

circa 1904-1923. This was
a substantial shop which
sold such luxuries as wall-
paper and curtain material,
as well as a regular line
of groceries. Patrick
Dunne also had the agency
for Singer Sewing Machines
and sold them on his
premises.

1904-1911. She had a tiny
shop and carried mostly
groceries. The enterprise
closed following her
untimely death.

1912-1936. This shopkeeper
had a relatively wide sel-
ection of groceries,
confectionery and dry goods.
She started out by selling
homemade candy, home brewed
beer and whort (blueberry)
wine. Her goods were often
ordered from St. John's and
delivered by train. She
was in the habit of issuing
credit.

1914-1917. These two bro-
thers were part of an
Assyrian family who came to
Renews as peddlers and
briefly operated a small dry
goods store. It was not
uncommon for peddlers to
come into a community, set
up their wares at the
nearest available location
and stay until the goods
were sold. Apparently the
Noah enterprise was an
extension of this type of
venture. After a few years
they moved to St. John's.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Mrs. Peter Murphy:

Mrs. Peter Lawlor:

Mr. John Walsh:

Mr. Ron Jackman:

Mrs. Elizabeth
McCarthy:

Dan 0'Neill:
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1920-1923. This shop was open-
ed on the premises bought from
the Noahs. It was a small
huckster shop. Mrs. Murphy
bought blueberries which were
sent to St. John's by train.

1923-1933. She had a small
assortment of groceries and
notions.

1925-1931. Mr. Walsh started
a shop at the railway station
where he served as station
agent. He offered a fairly
extensive variety of goods
including fishing gear and
medicine, and was in the habit
of giving credit. He also
ordered goods from St. John's
by train. When Mr. Walsh died
in 1931 the store was moved to
a new location and was oper-
ated briefly by his daughter,
Mary.

1925-1967. This was a small
enterprise which prospered and
led to his eventual "fitting-
out" for the fishery. Mr.
Jackman carried an extensive
variety of hardware and fishing
supplies in addition to the
traditional stocks of groceries
and confectionery.

circa 1925-1930. Thomas
McCarthy, Mrs. McCarthy's hus-
band, worked for Goodridge and
used this shop as a source of
extra money.

1927-1929. He was a stranger
to the community (a native of
Baie de Verde) who moved in to
finance a couple of trap crews
and started the shop as a side-
line. Both ventures ended in
miserable failure.
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John Chidley: 1930's-1940's intermittently.
Throughout the 1930's and
less frequently in the 1940's
John Chidley made several
attempts to start a shop;
that is, he bought a few
dollars worth of groceries
and stocked some makeshift
shelves (not unlike many of
his fellow entrepreneurs).
As it happened each venture
was doomed by the fact that
John and the family Titerally
'ate up the profits'. Indeed,
in a very short time they would
consume the entire shop.

Miss Annie McCarthy: circa 1930-32. She was a young
single girl who ran a small
store at the crossroads of the
community. She sold such items
as biscuits and bottled drinks.
After her brief venture she
moved to the United States.

Mr. William (Bil11)

Kane: 1932 ..... . This store has
changed very little since its
opening. It has kept its
position as a meeting place
for men and youths. Mr. Kane
has a beer license. When he
introduced a "juke box" in the
1950's he drew the teenagers
who have ever since used it as
a social centre. 1Its role is
currently being replaced by the
newly-opened local taverns.
The Kane shop has a crowded
assortment of everything from
foodstuffs to overshoes.

Mrs. May 0'Toole: 1934-1938. Mrs. 0'Toole was
postmistress and concurrently
ran a small shop. She had
little success and dropped the
business until the late
forties when she tried once
again. This effort too ended
in failure.



19.

20.

21.

22.

Mr. William Berrigan:

Mrs. Nellie Squires:

Mrs. James Berrigan:

Miss Margaret Foley:

19

1935 intermittently to 1952.
He was a young man crippled
with polio who started a
small shop and also took in
shoes and boots to be mended.
The shop had an uneven
history of openings and
closings until it finally
closed in 1952 when Mr.
Berrigan went to work on the
fish plant at Fermeuse.

1935-1973. This shop started
as a tiny "front room" huckster.
Eventually it was abandoned for
larger premises as business
increased. Mrs. Squires sold
groceries and confectionery

but also carried such items as
curtain material and knitting
yarn. The business expanded
briefly in the 1950's to
include a snack bar and a Jjuke
box. Both ventures were
abandoned around 1960.

1936-1940. She was Mrs.

Joseph Dunphy's daughter, and
indeed it was her mother's

shop that Mrs. Berrigan took
over in 1936. The enterprise
was destined to failure as Mrs.
Be iInd it impossible

to cuiritece un debts owed her
mother by clients who had dealt
in credit. This too was the
era of drinking in the shops,

a practice which often resulted
in rowdiness and incivility on
the part of the clientele.

This was yet another factor in
the untimely closing of the
Berrigan store.

1937-1941. This was a modest
enterprise where such produce
as berries and eggs were
bartered for store goods.
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Mrs. Denis Walsh: 1938-1940. She was a neigh-
bour of Miss Foley's who
operated a similar type of
shop.

Mrs. Michael Guiney: circa 1950-1961. This was a
small grocery store.

Mrs. Thomas Keating: 1950-1954. Another small
grocery store.

Mr. William Dinn: 1951-1975. Mr. Dinn started
his business after working
in the Goodridge Company
office for a number of years.
He had quite a sizeable store
and, until recently, he was
the only shop which stocked
TVs, appliances, etc.. Mr.
Dinn died in February, 1975
and his business was taken
over by an outside wholesaler.

Mrs. Hannah Keating: 1955-1965. This was a small
grocery and confectionery
store.

Mr. Cornelius Pittman: 1955-1958. A shop selling

mostly groceries and
confectionery.

Mrs. William Lawlor: 1960-1973. Another "front
room" grocery store.

Mr. Stan Brazil: 1960 ...... A sizeable grocery
and confectionery store.

Mrs. Mildred Murphy: 1961-1966. Besides groceries
and confectionery items she
also had a license to sell
brewer's beer.

Mr. Loyola Hearn: 1972 . .... Mr. Hearn nnened
the first superette IS .
Recently this business expand-
ed into a supermarket and
building supplies store.



FERRYLAND:

1. James Devereaux: 1900-1930. This general store
outfitted the north side of
Ferryland. Mr. Devereaux was
also a fish agent for the Tors
Cove Trading Company.

2. James Keough 1900-1920. A small grocery
s’ re.

3. Mr. Thomas Morey: 1900-1929. He had a small
general store and gave a con-
servative amount of short-
term credit; he also handled
"shawl fish".

4. Mrs. Ann Kavanagh: 1912-1924. A small grocery
store.

5. Mrs. M.H. Sullivan: 1912-1930. A very small store.
She also handled "shawl fish"
and eggs in exchange for
groceries.

6. Mrs. M. Kinsella: 1914-1954. Another small
grocery store which traded
goods for "shawl fish" and eggs.

7. Mrs. J. Keough: 1919-1929. A very small store.

8. Mr. Howard Morey: 1922-1948. Mr. Morey had a
general store and was also an
outfitting agent for Munroe
Company, St. John's. About
this time fishermen were be-
coming more financially
independant and preferred to
deal directly with the large
companies in St. John's; thus,
by eliminating the agent,
their outfits were cheaper.

9. Mr. Gordon Johnstone: 1925-1932. This was a well-
stocked store. Mr. Johnstone
had bought out G.F. Goodridge
for whom he had worked.



10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Mr. Michael Devereaux

Mrs. Margaret Tonner:

Mr. Michael White:

Mr. J.J. Hynes:

Mr. James Keough:

Mr. F. Johnstone:

Mrs. Jane Ryan:

Mrs. Lizzie Costello:

Mr. Allan Walsh:

Mr. William Sweeney:

Mr. James Sweeney:

Mrs. Elizabeth Clowe:
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1930-1939. A small grocery
store.

1930-1940. A general store.
1930-1948. This grocery store

closed in 1932. It reopened
selling light beer and cater-
ing to amusement, but closed
again after a few years. In
1947 it reopened with juke
box entertainment, but was a
failure and closed for good
in 1948.

1942-1950. Sold groceries
and light beer.

1946-1971. A general dealer
licensed to sell beer. He
opened a snack bar 1965-1971
and gas pumps 1960-1971.

1947-1949. A small grocery
store.
1930 ...... She started sell-

ing hop beer about 1930. In
1944 she expanded her business
into a grocery store. It is
still being operated by her
son.

1954-1965. A small grocery
store.
1954-1956. Another small

grocery store.

1955-1967. This was a small
shop to start with but pros-
pered into a general store.

1956-1960. A small grocery
store.
1958-1961. Another small

grocery store.



22.

23.

24.

25.
26.

27.

28.
29.

30.
31.

Mr.

Mr.

Gerald Hynes:

James (Junior)

Clowe:

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.

J. Paul:

H. Paul:
V. 0'Keefe:

Bernard Kavanagh:

Patrick Moore:

Robert Walsh:

Aiden Moore:

Phonse Kavanagh:
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1957 intermittently to
present. Initially he opened
a grocery store which closed
in 1959. He reopened in
another location in 1972. He
deals in wholesale and retail
and also has a beer license.

1959 ..... Opened a general
store which is still in
operation.

1960 ..... This general store
is also still in operation.

1961-1968. A grocery store.

1963-1966. He had a grocery
store and beer license. The
business opened and closed
spasmodically for three years.

1966 ..... This local whole-
saler bought out the premises
which had originally been
built by the Tors Cove Trading
Company. It remains today an
extensively stocked general
store.

1966-1968. A grocery store.

1967 ...... A grocery store
which is still open.

1969-1972. A grocery store.

1970-1974. A small grocery
store.
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APPENDIX B

A Map of the Avalon Peninsula designating

the location of the two study communities.


















