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ABSTRACT

Mcunt Cormack Terrane, an elliptical tectonic window in
the Dunnage Zone of central Newfoundland, is a structural
dome comprising a central zone of variably metamorphosed
metasediments surrounded by remnants of several ophiolitic
complexes including the Coy Pond Complex, the subject of
this study. The ophiolite complexes have been interpreted
to represent remnants of the early Paleozoic Iapetus ocean
floor, which was obducted onto the continental margin of
Gondwana.

The Coy Pond Complex, is an imbricated, but complete
ophiolite which is oriented subvertically and dips and
youngs outward from the tectonic window.

Analyses of relict olivines, pyroxenes and spinels in the
Coy Pond Complex indicate that it has an arc-related
petrogenesis.

The Coy Pond Complex is composed of two structural slices
separated by two tectonic mélanges. From west to east the
principal structural elements are: (i) bas.:l structural
slice composed of harzburgite and dunite; (ii) western
tectonic mélange; (iii) central structural slice comprising
pyroxenite, gabbro-diabase, pillow lava and sedimentary
rocks; (iv) the eastern tectonic mélange.

Locally the basal structural slice is missing and its

ii




place is taken by the mixed lithology slice, which is

composed of exotic (i.e. non-ophiolitic) lithologies that
were probably derived from the tectonically overlying and
underlying units.

The tectonic mélanges, are composed of ultramafic
fragments up to 2 m in longest diameter enveloped in an
ultramafic matrix. They display evidence of brittle
(fragments) and ductile (matrix) deformation and are
interpreted tc have formed during fault movement and
emplacement of the ophiolite. On the basis of the
lithologies of the fragments, the tectonic mélanges are
interpreted to have formed from the transition zone (dunite)
and upper part of the mantle tectonite (harzburgite).

Both fragments and matrix in the tectonic mélanges are
extensively serpentinized and variably carbonatized.
Petrographic evidence indicates that serpentinization
initially involved hydration of the peridotite and formation
of a pseudomorphic assemblage of lizardite t brucite.
Subsequently most of the original lizardite recrystallized
to antigorite and to schistose serpentinite in the matrix.
Veins of chrysotile are rare.

Carbonatization resulted in replacement firstly of brucite
by magnesite, and subsequently of the serpentine assemblages
(lizardite and/or antigorite) by magnesite * talc. Later,
guartz-magnesite formed by replacement of talc or by
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breakdown of remaining lizardit.. These assemblages indicate
a progressive increase in XCO, in the fluid phase during
formation of the metamorphic assemblages with temperatures
<300°C for quartz-magnesite and >300°C for talc-magnesite
assemblages.

Carbon and oxygen isotopic compositions of magnesite
coexisting with lizardite, antigorite, talc and quartz were

measured from the eastern and western tectonic mélanges.

§"°0 values of magnesite vary only slightly, from 12.3 to

17.5, with higher values occurring in the quartz-magnesite
assemblages. §"”C values show considerable variation in
isotopic composition from =-4.2 to -Y.1 for magnesite
associated with lizardite and talc, from -10.8 to -13.6 for
magnesite associated with antigorite, and from -11.9 to
-20.4 for magnesite associated with quartz (in the western
tectonic mélange). These data are interpreted to indicate
that the different magnesite assemblages formed from
different carbon reservoirs, with magnesite associated with
lizardite and talc having an oceanic and/or average crustal
carbon isotopic signature, whereas magnesite associated with
antigorite and quartz shows a progressively more organic
(continental) carbon isotopic signature.

Structural, metamorphic and isotopic information have been

used to construct a tectonic model for the formation and




evolution of the tectonic mélanges, which involves several
stages.

(a) Early serpentinization of dunites during detachment of
the ophiolitic nappe.

(b) Initiat.ion of the formation of the tectonic mélanges
during imbr.cation? and obduction of the ophiolite nappe
onto the continental margin, together with partial
carbonatization. At this stage magnesite associated with
lizardite and with talc was formed.

(c) Emplacement of Coy Pond ophiolite on top of the
continental margin, consisting of Spruce Brook Formation.
(d) Extension of the continental margin induced heat
transfer into the tectonically underlying sediments (Spruce
Brook Formation) which were affected by a low=-P
metamorphism,

(e) This induced isostatic instability in the lower crust,
with mechanical and thermal doming of the Mount Cormack
Terrane, followed by renewed imbrication and final
emplacement of the Coy Pond Complex, by extensional
faulting, into its present subvertical orientation. It is
assumed that the formation of the tectonic mélanges was
concluded during the extensional faulting, when magnesite
associated with antigorite and with quartz assemblages was

formed in equilibrium with fluids carrying carbon of organic

origin.
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Subject and purpose of the thesis

This thesis is concerned with the deformation and
associated low grade metamorphism of the ultramafic section
of an obducted ophiolite. This aspect of the evolution of
ophiolite complexes has attracted much less attention than
for example the study of asthenospheric flow in the mantle
tectonite sections of ophiclites, or studies of the high
grade metamorphism of the crustal sections of ophiolite
complexes. The area chosen for this study is the Coy Pond
Ophiolite Complex in Central Newfoundland (Fig 1.1), a
little known body (Fig 1.2) that tectonically overlies the
metasedimentary Spruce Brook Formation (Colman-Sadd, 1985).

During the 1988 field season, two formerly unrecognized
tectonic mélanges were mapped in the Coy Pond Ophiolite
Complex, which are inferred to have formed during transport
and/or emplacement of the ophiolite onto the Palaeozoic
continental margin. The tectonic mé&langes are interpreted to
mark the sites of major faults, where components of the

ophiolite with and without the underlying sedimentary

substrate and overlying sedimentary cover were intimately

mixed.

This study focuses on the tectonic mélanges for two




Fig 1.1 simplified tectonic ma, of Newfoundland showing

the four tectonic zones (after Williams, 1984), and the
location of the main ophiolite complexes. Box represvnts the
Coy Pond area. Abbreviations:

GRUB = Gander River Ultramafic Belt;

PP = Pipestone Pond ophiolite complex;

MCT = Mount Cormack Terrane;

GB = Great Bend ophiolite complex;







Fig 1.2 Geological map of Mount Cormack Terrane

(modified after Colman-Sadd, 1985). Boxes represent the
locations of maps of the western tectonic mélange (WM) and
the eastern tectonic mélange (EM). Abbreviations:

A = andalusite isograd;

B = biotite isograd;

S = sillimanite isograd;

MG = beginning of migmatization;

No lithologies are indicated for EM and WM; see text for
discussion
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reasons; firstly because similar feature have not been
widely recorded and interpreted in other ophiolite
complexes, and secondly because metamorphic and
deformational effects are particularly well displayed in
these units.

Detailed petrographic and mineral chemical studies were
conducted on both tectonic mélange units, and on the mantle
tectonite and the pyroxenite of the transition zone, both of
which supplied material that was incorporated in the
tectonic mélanges. Other units of the ophiolite complex have
been studied in less detail.

The purpose of the study is to obtain information on the
metamorphism and deformation of the ophiolite complex during
and after its formation and subsequent obduction and
emplacement onto the continental margin. To this end, the
structure and microstructure of the tectonic mélanges have
been utilized as a framework for detailed studies of the
mineralogy, petrography and petrology of their constituent
fragments and matrix, which have yielded a rich history
concerning the evolution of the complex. The petrological
data were subsequently used as the foundation for a stable
isotope (C,0) study of fluids involved in the metamorphic

reactions.




1.2 Ophiolites in Newfoundland and the regional setting

The closure of the Iapetus Ocean (Harland and Gayer, 1972)
occurred during the early Palaeozoic, at which time numerous
ophiolites were emplaced within the Appalachian/Caledonian
orogen (Williams, 1964; Wilson, 1966; Dewey and Bird, 1970).
The island of HNewfoundland, situated in the northeastern
part of the Appalachian orogen, is well known for the
occurrence of several complete ophiolite suites (Fig 1.1),
the better known of which are located in the western part of
the island (Stevens, 1970). These slices of oceanic
lithosphere were detached from the ocean floor, and obducted
both westwards and eastwards. The former were obducted onto
the Humber Zone (Fig 1.1) with its Grenvillian basement,
together composing the Palaeozoic eastern margin of North
America (Stevens, 1970). The latter were obducted onto the
eastern margin of Iavetus, which was the continent of
Gondwanaland, represented locally by the Avalon Zone, and
its miogeoclinal prism of turbidites to the west known as
the Gander Zone.

Between the two Palaeozoic continental margins, remnants
of which are currently situated at the eastern and western
extremities of Newfoundland, is the Dunnage Zone (Fig 1.1).
Thn Dunnage Zone comprises remnants of Iapetan oceanic crust

and associated arc volcanic sequences, which during ocean
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closure were thrust both westward on top of Humber Zone
(e.g. Bay of Islands Complex) and eastward on top of Gander
Zone (eg. Coy Pond complex). Gander 2one, which is composed
of remnants of a continentally-derived Paleozoic sedimentary
wedge (Colman-Sadd et al., 1991), is predominantly situated
to the east of the Dunnage Zone, but also crops out as
several autochthonous tectonic windows through the Dunnage
Zone.

One of these tectonic windows is the Mount Cormack
Terrane, which is surrounded by several little known
ophiolite bodies. un its western side is located the
Pipestone Pond Ophiolite Complex, on its eastern side the
Coy Pond Complex and its northeasterly prolongation, the

Great Bend Complex (Figs 1.1 and 1.2).

1.3 Location, access, description of the study area

The Coy Pond uphiolite Complex is located in central
Newfoundland aboit half way between Grand Falls and
Milltown. The lines of longitude of 55°40‘W and latitude of
48°25'N intersect in the central part of the ophiolite body.
The power transmission line between Baie d’Espoir and Grand
Falls is situated about 2 to 4 km to the west of the
ophiolite complex, and the Bishop Falls-Baie d‘’Espoir
highway is situated about 10 km to the east of it.
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Access into the western part of the ophiclite body during
the summer of 1989 was by helicopter from Milltown, with
exit from the eastern part of the area by car, using a
recently cut woods road. Apart from this woods road (which

in the summer of 1991 was only partially usable) there are

no other roads in the area. The main drainage system in the
area is the Northwest Gander River, which flows
approximately northward along the strike of the ultramafic
units of the ophiolite, then turns northeastward along the
faulted contact between the Spruce Brook Formation and the
Coy Pond and Great Bend Complexes. Coy Pond and Huxter Pond
are the biggest ponds in the area.

The topography of the area has an average elevation
between 550 to 600 m for the ophiolite units, higher for the
pyroxenite (650 m) and lower for the eastern tectonic
mélanges (about 500 m). In the northern part of the area, in
the tectonically underlying Spruce Brook Formation, the

relief is about 400 m.

1.4 Previous work

According to Colman-Sadd (1985), the first recorded
geological observations on ultramafic rocks in the area were
made by Cormack in 1823, who noted the presence of

ultramafic rocks at Pipestone Pond. The Coy Pond Complex was
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discovered by Howley in 1876. In the first half of this

century, both the Pipestone Pond and Coy Pond complexes were
explored for chromite occurrences described by Snelgrove in
1934. The ultramafic part of the Coy Pond Complex was mapped
by Grady in 1953 (cited by Colman-Sadd, 1985), as part of a

search by Newfoundland and Labrador Corporation for

asbestos. Asbestos Mines Co. (1963) drilled six holes in the
western tectonic mélange with poor results, and H. Tibo and
Tasu Resources prospected for chromite in 1981. The granites
in the area were examined by Elias (1981) and Elias and
Strong (1982). Detailed mapping in the Coy Pond Ophiolite
Complex and surroundings was conducted by Colman-Sadd (1985)
who described the units of the Coy Pond Ophiolite Complex.
The two tectonic mélanges in the ophiolitic complex were
appropriately described as "shear zones". The tectonics of
the Coy Pond Ophiolite and its relation to the Gander Zone
were discussed by Colman-Sadd and Swinden (1985), who were
the first to propose the existence of a tectonic window
through the Dunnage Zone, exposing rocks of the underlying
Gander Zone. Analysis and age determination of a single
zircon fraction from the Coy Pond Complex was conducted by

Dunning and Krogh (1985).
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1.5 Present investigation

This thesis is based on field work conducted during the
summer of 1989 and subsequent examination of the sampled

material. During the field work, about six weeks were spent

mapping the western tectonic mélange and the ultramafic

units of the Coy Pond Complex and about two weeks mapping
the eastern tectonic mélange. In total about 470 stations
were established and about 350 samples collected.
Petrographic examination of about 160 thin sections was
carried out in order to establish stable mineral
assemblages, and the various paragenetic sequences in
ultramafic rocks throughout the area. Microprobe analyses of
the principal minerals were conducted on about 40 polished
thin sections at the microprobe facility at Memorial
University. After X-ray analyses of mineral separates to
confirm sample purity, carbon and oxygen isotope
compositions of magnesite and other carbonates were

determined in the stable isotope lab at Memorial University.




Chapter 2

REGIONAL GEOLOGY

2.1 Mount Cormack Terrane

The Mount Cormack Terrane is an elliptical tectonic

window about 60x25 km surrounded by three ophiolite

complexes, the Pipestone Pond, Coy Pond and Great Bend
Complexes (Figs 1.1 and 1.2). Mount Cormack Terrane is
underlain by metasediments of the Spruce Brook Formation,
which range in metamorphic grade from greenschist facies
near the margin of the terrane to upper amphibolitic facies
in two locations near the center, where they are intruded by
the Through Hill Granite (Colman-Sadd, 1985). The Spruce
Brook Formation comprises metamorphosed interbanded quartz-
rich psammitic and pelitic rocks that have been correlated
with similar rocks in the Gander Group occurring in the
eastern Gander Zone (Colman-Sadd et al., 1992). Because of
the gradational nature of the contacts between pelitic and
psammitic layers and the general uniformity of rock
composition, clastic input into the unit is considered to
have been derived from a single continental source (Colman-
Sadd, 1985). The age of the Spruce Brook Formation has
recently been discussed by Colman-Sadd et al. (1992), who

concluded on the basis of fossil and radiometric ages of

detrital grains that it was deposited between Late




Precambrian and Late Arenig time.

The top of the Spruce Brook Formation cannot be defined in

the study area, as all contacts with the overlying

ultramafic units are faulted. The Spruce Brook Formation has
been folded into a dome exposing rocks of low metamorphic
grade at the margins (chlorite zone) and high metamorphic
grade at the center (sillimanite-K feldspar zone), where
migmatization is common.

The Through :(Iill Granite intrusions occur in Through Hill
and in several other places around the metamorphic core of
the Mount Cormack Terrane. Through Hill Granite is an
aluminous S-type granite that was probably produced by
anatexis of metasediments of Spruce Brook Formation at the

peak of metamorphism (Colman-Sadd et al., 1992).

2.2 Pipestone Pond Complex

Pipestone Pond Complex, situated on the wesiern side of
Mount Cormack Terrane (Figs 1.1 and 1.2), is a complete but
disrupted ophiolite, consisting of westward facing sequence
of mafic and ultramafic rocks (Swinden, 1988). In an east-
west cross-section, the following sequence occurs:
metasediments of Spruce Brook Formation tectonically
overlain by harzburgite and minor dunite that pass westward
into pyroxenite, gabbro with diabase and plagiogranite and
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rocks of the Baie d/Espoir Group. The ophiolite is in
tectonic contact with the underlying Spruce Brook Formation
and with the overlying Baie d’Espoir Group. The ophiolite
sequence is disrupted by internal faulting and no section
contains the complete ophiolitic stratigraphy (Swinden,

1988}).

2.3 Coy Pond Complex

Situated on the eastern site of the Mount Cormack Terrane
(Figs 1.2 and 2.1), the Coy Pond Ophiolite Complex is about
7x7 km in size with a roughly rectangular shape, and lies in
tectonic contact with all the surrounding units except for
an inferred intrusive contact (Colman-Sadd 1985; Colman-Sadd
et al., 1992) with the Partridgeberry Hills Granite in the
south (Fig 2.1). To the west and north, it tectonically
overlies metasediments of the Spruce Brook Formation, and to
the east it is in tectonic contact with Baie d’Espoir Group.
It comprises an imbricated but complete ophiolite
stratigraphy in a subvertical orientation that faces
outwards, with the ultramafic unit at the base (similar to
the Pipestone Pond Complex). In a west-—east cross-section
(Fig 2.2) the following units occur: (i) harzburgite and
dunite tectonite, (ii) western tectonic mé&lange, (iii)

layered pyroxenite, dunite and rodingite of the transition
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Fig 2.1 Geological map and cross-section A-A’ of the Coy
Pond Complex (partly after Colman-Sadd, 1985).
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zone, (iv) gabbro and diabase, (v) trondhjemite and
keratophyre, (vi) pillow lavas, (vii) eastern tectonic

mélange, and (vii) Baie d’Espoir Group.

2.4 Great Bend Complex

The Great Bend ophiolite (Fig 1.1 and 1.2) is an
ultramafic body about 8-10 km in diameter situated on the
Northwest Gander River just upstream of its confluence with
Great Gull River, near the Bay d'Espoir Highway. It is
composed of ultramafic lithologies such as dunite,
harzburgite and pyroxenite together with gabbroic rocks
(Zwicker and Strong, 1986). On account of its roughly
circular shape, lithological zonation and inferred intrusive
contacts, the Great Bend Complex was previously considered
to be a classic example of an intrusive mantle diapir
(Stevens and Strong, 1974; Malpas and Strong, 1974).
However, recent mapping in the area has shown the existence
of a basal dynamothermal aureole, composed of mylonitic
gabbro and amphibolite schist (Dickson, 1992), implying
that, as with Coy Pond and Pipestone Pond Complexes, it is
part of an ophiolite complex.

The Great Bend and Coy Pond Complexes, are linked along
the Northwest Gander river by a narrow strip of intensely

tectonized and carbonatized ultramafic rocks similar in many

17




respects to the eastern tectonic mélange of the Coy Pond

Complex.

2.5 Baie d’Espoir Group

At its eastern boundary, the Coy Pond Complex is in fault
contact with volcano-sedimentary rocks of the Baie d’Espoir
Group (Fig 2.1). The unit, which is widely exposed in south-
central Newfoundland, is dominated by sandstone, siltstone
and phyllite, but east of Coy Pond it comprises principally
metavolcanics of intermediate to felsic composition (Colman-

Sadd, 1985).

2.6 Partridgeberry Hills Granite

Situated to the south of the Coy Pond Complex (Fig 2.1),

the Partridgeberry Hills Granite underlies an area of about

270 square kilometers. It is a biotite and biotite-muscovite

granite that is widely chloritized. A silica-rich phase

crops out near Burnt Hill and in the Partridgeberry Hills

{Colman-Sadd, 1985).

2.7 Age constraints

The following age constraints have recently been
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established.

(i) The Spr'ice Brook Formation is older than Llanvirn-

Llandeilo, on the basis of a late Arenig age determination

from fossils in an unconformably overlying limestone
conglomerate and it is probably younger than latest
Precanhrian (Colman-Sadd et al., 1992).

(ii) The Through Hills Granite, which intrudes the Spruce
Brook Formation in the south-central part of Mount Cormack
Terrane, is considered to have formed by anatexis during the
regional metamorphism. Its crystallization age was
determined to be 464 +4/-3 Ma by U/Pb (zircon) geochronology
(Colman-Sadd et al., 1992).

(iii) The Mount Cormack Migmatite Complex is situated in
north-central part of the Mount Cormack Terrane, where
partial melting of the Spruce Brook Formation occurred
during the peak of the regional metamorphism. U/Pb age
determin--ions on monazite fractions from leucosomes have
Yielded an age of 465 *2 Ma (Colman-Sadd et al., 1992),
which overlap with the age of the Through Hill Granite.

(iv) The Coy Pond Complex has a minimum age of 489 Ma
(Pb/Pb age) based on one single zircon fraction from
trondhjemite (Dunning and Krogh, 1985).

(v) The Pipestone Pond Complex formed 494 +3/-2 Ma ago
based on a U/Pb (zircon) age of the intruding trondhjemite

(Dunning and Krogh, 1985).




(vi) Two zircon fractions from a distinctive quartz-
plagioclase porphyry unit known as the Twillick Group Member
of the Baie d’Espoir Group (Colman-Sadd et al., 1992), have
yielded an age of 468 *2 Ma. This unit, which crops out as a
narrow strip about 70 km long, is mostly enclosed in the
Baie d’Espoir Group, but its northwestern end is considered
concordant with the Gander Group (Blackwood, 1983).

(vii) Coarse-grained and unfoliated microcline porphyritic
biotite granite representing the Partridgeberry Hills
Granite, has been dated of 474 +6/-3 by the U/Pb zircon

method (Colman-Sadd et al., 1992).

20




Chapter 3

STRUCTURAL FRAMEWORK

3.1 Imbricate structure of the Coy Pond Complex

In spite of the imbrication process which occurred during

the transport and emplacement of the ophiolite nappe, the

Coy Pond Complex, which is composed of two tectonic slices

and two tectonic mélanges, preserves a complete ophiolite
stratigraphy. The tectonic units and their petrologic
components strike about north-south (010 to 030°) and dip
70-80°E (Fig 2.1). From west to the east, the Coy Pond
Complex comprises four principal tectonic units, which are
informally referred to as: (i) the basal slice, (ii) the
western tectonic mélange, (iii) the central slice and (iv),
the eastern tectonic mélange (Figs 2.1, 3.1 and 3.2). Near
Chrome Brook, between the Spruce Brook Formation and the
western tectonic mélange, another tectonic unit, informally
referred to as the Mixed Lithology Slice also occurs (Fig
3.1 and Chapter 7). The general nature of the three tectonic
slices is presented first, followed by a more detailed
discussion of the tectonic mélanges, which form the subject

of investigation of this thesis.




Fig 3.1 sSimplified geological map of the western tectonic
mélange of the Coy Pond Complex. Abbreviations:

BS = basal structural slice

WTM = western tectonic mélange

CS = central structural slice

MS = mixed lithology slice

former transition zone, largely replaced
by WIM (see text for discussion)
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Fig 3.2 simplified geological map of the eastern tectonic
mélange of Coy Pond Complex. Legend as in Fig 3.1, except
for mafic pillow lava and Bale d’Espoir Group, which are
indicated. Abbreviations:

CS = central structural slice

ETM = eastern tectonic mélange.
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3.1.1 Basal slice

The basal slice is situated between the Spruce Brook
Formation at the west and north, the western tectonic
mélange at the east, and the Partridgeberry Hills Granite at
the south. It is about 1 km wide and is exposed for about 9
km along strike. In the area near the confluence of Chrome
Brook and Northwest Gander River, the basal slice is missing
from the tectonic stratigraphy for a distance of about 2.5
km.

North of Chrome Brook, the basal slice comprises upper
mantle tectonites, harzburgite and dunite; south of Chrome
Brook, it comprises mantle tectonites (poorly exposed) and
dunite of the transition zone (Figs 2.1 and 3.1).

Two main groups of structural features are distinguished
in the mantle tectonite unit: primary mantle flow structures
and secondary structures of shallow lithospheric origin.

These are discussed below.

3.1.1.1 Asthenospheric structures

Asthenospheric (primary) structures include layering and
foliation. The compositional layering is defined by
variations in olivine to pyroxene ratios and consists of

rhythmically alternating layers 1 to 5 cm in width of
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pyroxene-rich and pyroxene-poor harzburgite. This feature is
very common in the northwestern part of the Coy Pond mantle
tectonite unit, where orthopyroxene layers may form up to SO
percent of the outcrops.

Possible mechanisms for the origin of this layering have
been widely discussed in the literature and include magmatic
differentiation by gravitational settling (Coombs et al.,
1976), tectonically induced mechanical segregation processes
of two phases under shear gradients (Dick and Sinton, 1979},
and metamorphic differentiation accompanying deformation,
pressure solution creep and anatexis of the peridotite (Dick
and Sinton, 1979). The latter, deformation-related processes
appear more likely in the Coy Pond Complex because the
mantle tectonites, especially the harzburgites, show a
penetrative foliation which can be seen on outcrop and
microscopic scales. The foliation is a result of the
flattening of enstatite and chrome-spinel grains in the
foliation plane, and is interpreted to have been acquired in
the mantle during plastic flow. Mantle foliations in the
harzburgite dip 50 to 60° to the east and strike
approximately 330-350° throughout most of the unit (Fig
3.1).

The southern part of the basal slice, situated south of
Chrome Brook, comprises harzburgite with overlying residual

dunite, which according to Nicolas and Prinzhofer (1982)
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occur in the lower part of the transition zone. In dunite,
the mantle foliation is defined by deformed Cr-spinel
strings and lenses which strike about north-south and dip 75

to 85° east (Fig 3.1).

3.1.1,2 Lithospheric structures

Lithospheric structures of shallow origin such as faults,
cleavage, shear zones and also the tectonic mélanges, were
produced during the transport and emplacement of the
ophiolite in the brittle or brittle/ductile domain.

Major faults are confined to the margins of the basal
#lice. Along the western margin, the basal slice is in
tectonic contact with the autochthonous Spruce Brook
Formation along a cryptic northeast-striking fault that is
inferred to be vertical to ste.ply east dipping (Fig 2.1).
This fault is interpreted to have had initially a thrust
sense of displacement (during the emplacement of the
ophiolite), and was subsequently rotated towards the
vertical during doming, and may also have been reactivated
during late extensional faulting.

To the east, the basal slice is in tectonic contact with
the western tectonic mé&lange along another northeast-
trending subvertical fault. The origin of this fault is not

certain, but it, and the western tectonic mélange may have
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developed during obduction and thrust emplacement of the
ophiolite nappe onto the continental margin, or they may
have developed during post emplacement extensional faulting.
This is discussed more fully in Chapter 11. Along its
northern margin, the basal slice is cut by late high angle
normal faults which place it against the Spruce Brook
Formation along the Northwest Gander River (Fig 3.1). Fault
breccia composed of ultramafic and sedimentary fragments can
be seen in the river bed. To the south, the Partridgeberry
Hills Granite is considered to be in intrusive contact with
the tectonite unit (Colman-Sadd, 1985; Colman-Sadd et al.,
1992) as well with the other ophiolite units.

Three sets of fracture cleavages are well-developed in the
tectonite unit. The two main ones have orientations of
340/80° E and 260/90° with the third set being
subhorizontal. These three fracture cleavages sets are
roughly perpendicular to each other and bound quasi-cubic
rock volumes. They form the basic franework of the
serpentinite mesh structure on olivine down to the
microscopic scale (see Chapter 6).

Brittle shear zones occur in the tectonite as rather
poorly defined zones of intensely brecciated harzburgite and
dunite. They are best exposed in the northern part of the
unit where the North West Gander River produces large

exposures. Here, they are a few m in width, several tens of
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m in length and commonly show subvertical dips (Fig 3.1).

Tectonic mélanges, which contain abundant evidence of the
brittle/ductile response of the ophiolite complex during the
lithospheric deformation, are discussed in detail in section

3.1.4.

3.1.2 Mixed lithclogy slice

At the base of Coy Pond Complex and situated in an area
where the basal ultramafic slice is missing (east of Chrome
Brook near its confluence with the Northwest Gander River),
there is a small tectonic slice composed of imbricated
exotic (i.e. non-ophiolitic) rocks of a variety of
compositions (including pelitic schist and various types of
metavolcanic rocks) informally referred to as the mixed
lithology slice (Fig 3.1). This slice, which is about 2 km
long and 500 m wide, is situated between the western
tectonic mélange to the east and the Spruce Brook Formation
to the west. To the north and south it is inferred to be in
fault contact with the mantle tectonite unit. The component
lithologies form small hills tens to hundreds of meters in
size which are characteristically covered by thick
vegetation in sharp contrast to the denuded ultramafic
surroundings.

Petrographic characteristics of the component lithologies
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are described in Chapter 7 and their origin is discussed in

Chapter 11.

3.1.3 Central slice

The central slice, situated between the western and
eastern tectonic mélanges, comprises most of the units of
the Coy Pond Complex: pyroxenite of the transition zone,
gabbro and diabase, trondhjemite and keratophyre, pillow
lava and locally overlying metasedimentary rocks. It is
between 5 to 6 km in width (Figs 2.1 and 3.1).

To the west, the central slice is in fault contact with
the western tectonic mélange, and to the east the boundary
with the eastern tectonic mélange is also a fault. The
northern contact with the Spruce Brook Formation is
interpreted to be a1 high angle normal fault, and in the
south the central slice is intruded by the Partridgeberry
Hills Granite. A minor ductile shear zone about 10 m wide
and more than hundred m long occurs about 500 m north of the
granite, cutting the layered pyroxenite on a west-east
direction (Fig 3.1).

The ultramafic portion of the central slice comprises
layered pyroxenite of the transition zone and concordant
dunite bands and lenses. The best exposures occur near the

southern contact of the unit with the Partridgeberry Hills
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Granite (Fig 3.1). Generally these formations strike north-
south to 030°, and dip subvertically. Two dikes containing
rodingite, (initially probably of gabbroic origin), are
apparently concordant with pyroxenite layers and are visible

near the contact zone with the granite.

3.1.4 Tectonic mélange:z

3.1.4.1 General statement

The term mélange (French = mixture) was introduced into
the geologic literature by Greenly (1919; cited by Williams,
1977) to describe "a chaotic mixture of unsorted blocks in a
much finer, commonly sheared matrix". Mélanges are
classified according to their process of formation:
sedimentary, diapiric, tectonic or a combination of such
processes.

Two main processes contribute to the genesis of any
mélange: (i) the rock fragmentation (resulting from
different mechanical behaviour of lithologies during
deformation), and (ii) the mixing (Hsli, 1968).

The intimate relationship between mélanges and ophiolites
was first recognized by Gansser (1974) who also proposed the
term of ophiolitic mélange in order to distinguish it from
those of purely tectonic or purely sedimentary

(olistostromal) origin. However I prefer not to use this
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term, as it does not distinguish ophiolitic mélanges of
sedimentary origin (normally composed of ultramafic blocks
in a black shale matrix) from those of tectonic origin that
are composed of ultramafic blocks in an ultramafic matrix.

In the Coy Pond mélanges, both fragments and matrix are
predominantly of ultramafic composition; sedimentary blocks
occur only rarely and are restricted to the eastern tectonic
mélange. So the Coy Pond mélanges can reasonably be
considered tectonic mélanges. Moreover, the few sedimentary
blocks that are present (only in the eastern tectonic
mélange) were not incorporated within the mé&lange through a
sedimentary process (as in the case of an olistostrome);
they were incorporated into the deforming ophiolite nappe
during displacement and were subsequently mechanically mixed
with fragments of ultramafic origin.

In the text which follows two similar terms, namely
fragments and blocks, are both used to refer to undeformed
or little deformed bodies situated in a much finer
schistose matrix. Fragments are elliptical bodies of
invariably ultramafic origin, (of dunitic and harzburgitic
protoliths) that are commonly less than 1 to 2 m in size,
whereas blocks are much larger, tens to hundreds of m in

size, and are composed of sedimentary rocks (eastern

tectonic mélange) and pyroxenite (western tectonic mélange).
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3.1.4.2 Composition and characteristics of the Coy Pond

tectonic mélanges

General characteristics of the tectonic mélanges include
the following:

(i) Fragments and matrix in both western and eastern
tectonic mélanges have a common protolith of ultramafic
(dunitic-harzburgitic) origin.

(ii) Both tectonic mélanges are composed of sub-rounded
fragments enclosed in a strongly sheared matrix (Fig 3.3).

(iii) The fragment size ranges from several cm to a few m,
with an average of about 1 m (Fig 3.3).

(iv) Although on a small scale the schistose matrix can be
seen to wrap around the mélange fragments, at a larger
outcrop scale the matrix schistosity is consistently
subparallel to the boundaries of the tectonic m&lange unit;

(v) Many individual fragments show evidence around their
margins of in situ comminution to matrix through progressive
shearing and recrystallization.

(vi) The ultramafic protoliths underwent a retrograde
metamorphism: both fragments and matrix were completely
serpentinized and later recrystallized and carbonatized to a
variable degree.

Particular characteristics of the two tectonic mélanges

are discussed below:
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Fig 3.3 simplified block diagram showing typical

shape and spatial arrangement of the fragments and matrix in
tectonic mélange.
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The western tectonic mélange (Figs 2.1; 3.1 and 3.3):

(i) Is ccmposed exclusively of fragments and matrix of
ultramafic origin principally dunite and harzburgite, and in
its southern part also contains several large (hundreds of
m) pyroxenite blocks.

(ii) Both the serpentinite fragments and the matrix are
partially carbonatized to talc-magnesite assemblages, with
the matrix typically more carbonatized than the fragments.

(iii) The assemblage gquartz-magnesite is not widespread,

occurring only in a strip about 1 km long and several
hundreds of m wide in the central part of the tectonic
mélange, at the contact with the central thrust slice.
The eastern tectonic mélange (Figs 2.1 and 3.2):

(i) Is extensively carbonatized and only few relics of
serpentinite occur between widespread (and commonly mingled)
talc-magnesite and quartz-magnesite assemblages.

(ii) On account of the high degree of carbonatization, the
original nature of the ultramafic protolith cannot be
determined.

(iii) Several large (tens to hundreds of m) exotic blocks,
of sedimentary and volcanosedimentary origin occur in the

estern tectonic mélange.
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3.2 Serpentinite deformation

Experimental data on sealed serpentinite specimens at low
temperatures show that the lithology has considerable
strength in comparison to that of granite, but exhibits a
marked weakening with increasing temperatures. For example,
mesh textured lizardite deforms little below Joo-3s0°C,
above which its strength decreases dramatically (Raleigh and
Paterson, 1965). Deformation is by brittle fracture at
confining pressures <2 kbars, and by ductile mechanisms
above 2 kbars (Raleigh and Paterson, 1965). The weakening of
serpentinite with increasing temperature is related to the
dehydration of both lizardite and antigorite to form
forsterite and talc as the pore pressure of the released
water reduces the effective confining pressure (Raleigh and
Paterson, 1965). D=hydration of brucite-bearing serpentinite
(at 3 Kbars confining pressure) occurs at even lower
temperatures of about 300°C (Scarfe and Wyllie, 1967).

Experiments on the strength and fracture behaviour of
rocks having strong planar anisotropy have shown that the
strength is orientation dependent, and that the orientation
of the fractures is largely controlled by the orientation of

the pre-existing structural anisotropies (Donath, 1970).

This is particularly of interest for serpentinite, for which

measured data on samples with a strong shear fabric yield
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extremely low shear strengths of between 1 and 5 bars (Cowan
and Mansfield, 1970). These data may help to explain the
mechanism of displacement of dismembered ophiolite complexes
as a whole and as individual tectonic slices bound by the
tectonic mélange units.

On the basis of the protoliths of the fragments and the
blocks in the western tectonic mélange, the tectonic
mélanges units appear to have formed at abcut the level of
the transition zone in the Coy Pond ophiolite. It can be
imagined that several factors probably contributed to the
development of the tectonic mélange within the transition
zone rather than elsewhere.

(1) The existence of inherited weak, sheared
(serpentinite) zones above the mantle sequence at this level
(see also Fig 11 A and B), which can accommodate large
crustal rotations (up to 45°) between the mantle sequence
and rotated crustal blocks, as recognized empirically in the
Josephine and Troodos ophiolites (Allerton and Vine, 1987;
Norrel and Harper, 1988).

(2) The presence of sharp compositional and structural
anisotropies between the harzburgite tectonite and the
residual dunite at the base of the transition zone. The
harzburgite tectonite, with a mechanically strong foliation
(defined by pyroxenite layers) oriented at a high angle to

the shear or mélange zone boundary, has a higher shear
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strength than the underlying dunite with its mechanically
weaker foliation defined by chromite seams and layers
oriented subparallel to the shear direction (Donath, 1961).
Similarly, the upper contact of the dunite at the dunite-
pyroxenite boundary was also a zone of weakness.

(3) Serpentinization of the dunitic layer at the base of
the transition zone (the locus of the mélange formation),
which may have occurred in the ocean realm predated mé&lange
formation, would have produced the well-known sub-cubic
fracture pattern in serpentinite as a result of the large
volume increase (up to 48% in serpentinized dunite;

Hostetler, 1966).

3.3 Summary
(i) The Coy Pond Complex is in a subvertical orientation
nd faces outwards from the core of the Mount Cormack
Terrane.

(ii) The Coy Pond Complex is in fault contact with all
adjacent units except the intrusive Partridgeberry Hills
Granite (Colman-Sadd and Swinden, 1984). Most or the faults
are not exposed; some of the faults are interpreted to have
had an initial thrust sense of moving (e.g. the contact
between the Spruce brook Formation and the basal slice), but
there is also considerable circumstantial evidence for

extensional faulting.
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(iii) The Coy Pond Complex is an imbricated, but complete,

ophiolite body comprising two tectonic slices (basal and

central slice) separated by two tectonic mélanges (western
and eastern mélanges).

(iv) Stratigraphic and tectonic units (slices and
mélanges) strike about north-south and dip vertically to 70-
80° east;

(v) The basal tectonic slice is missing for a distance of
2 km, and its place is taken by the Mixed Lithology Slice, a
tectonic sliver composed of miscellaneous blocks which were
derived from both ophiolite slab and underneath
metasedimentary rocks.

(vi) The basal tectonic slice, composed mainly of
harzburgite and dunite tectonite, exhibits asthenospheric
structures (layering and foliation), and lithospheric
structures (faults, fracture cleavage and shear zones).

(vii) The two tectonic mélanges, which are composed of
meter- sized elliptical fragments (formed in the brittle
domain) enclosed in a schistose serpentinite matr.x (formed
in ductile domain), were formed by fragmentation and
shearing of harzburgite and dunite during the
detachment/transport and/or emplacement of the ophiolite
nappe.

(viii) Most likely, the formation of the tectonic mélanges
started in the brittle domain with mechanical fragmentation
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of the dunite layer situated between harzburgite and
pyroxenite, which was alrecady weakened because of
serpentinization and transport. The brittle comminution of
serpentinite fragments was followed by the in situ formation
of the serpentinite matrix (recrystallized lizardite) in the

ductile domain.
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Chapter 4

THE MANTLE TECTONITES

4.1 Introduction

It is widely accepted that peridotites, which constitute
the basal part of most ophiolites, represent depleted
oceanic upper mantle (Coleman, 1977; Nicolas et al., 1980).
The predominant fabric of peridotites in most ophiolites

reflects the solid state flow deformations produced in the

upper mantle during the process of seu-floor spreading.

Superimposed shear fabrics, typically concentrated near the
base of ophiolite sections, reflect high strain associated
with the formation and obduction of ophiolite slices. On
account of their typically high state of strain, these rocks
are generally referred as tectonized peridotites or more

simply as mantle tectonites (Turner and Weiss, 1963 p.39).

4.2 Rock classification and textures

The rock classification scheme of Streckeisen (1976) and
the nomenclature of the I.U.G.S. have been used in this
study (Fig 4.1).

Modal compositions have been qualitatively assessed with
the optical microscope. Where serpentinization was minimal

this can be achieved without difficulty. In cases of




Fig 4.1 1IUG8 nomenclature (based on modal mineral
proportions) for ultramafic rocks with <5% spinel and
lacking plagioclase, hornblende and garnet (Streckeisen,
1976).

Fig 4.2 Representative view of harzburgite and dunite of
tectonite unit. Brownish weathering harzburgite with 2 cm
wide dunite layer (horizontal layer across central part of
the figure) cross-cut by a network of serpentinized (white)
fractures. Harzburgite exhibits a rough weathering surface,
with pyroxene and chromite grains standing out in relief, in
contrast to dunite which weathers to a smooth surface.
Qutcrop located in northwestern corner of tectonites, 100 m
east of Northwest Gander River.
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advanced or complete serpentinization the least deformed
specimens, having pseudomorphic textures which preserve all
the main characteristics of the protolith minerals, have
been used.

Tectonite textures have been classified using the scheme
for textures of ultramafic xenoliths in basalts (Mercier and
Nicolas, 1975; Pike and Schwarzman, 1977; Harte, 1977) and
the classification for peridotite textures (Nicolas, 1978;

Nicolas et al., 1980; Nicolas, 1986).

4.3 Distribution and contacts

The mantle tectonites in the Coy Pond ophiolite, which
constitute only a small (<5%) part of the entire ophiolite
complex, occur in two separate slices in the extreme west of
the ophiolite, adjacent to the underlying Spruce Brook
Formation (Fig 3.1). The more northerly slice, situated
between Chrome Brook and the broad bend in the Northwest

Gander River, is a well exposed body about (2 km x 1 km)

consisting of harzburgite and dunite. The southern slice

situated south of Chrome Brook is in a poorly exposed area
and consists of several showings of very altered,
mylonitized harzburgite.

In terms of its structural position, the tectonite unit
forms the structurally lowest basal thrust slice in this

46




part of the Dunnage Zone, directly overlying the Spruce
Brook Formation and underlying the ophiolitic tectonic
mélange.

The tectonized peridotites in the Coy Pond ophiolites are
composed of two main lithologies, harzburgite and dunite and

‘ subsidiary rare pyroxenite dikes.

4.4 Harzburgite

In outcrop, harzburgite exhibits a yellowish=-brown
weatherirjy rind (Fig 4.2) that may be up to 1 cm thick. On
fresh surfaces the rock is dark greenish to black and has a
hackly conchoidal fracture. The unaltered pyroxene imparts a
greyish-green colour to the rock, but with serpentinization
the rock becomes darker. Compietely serpentinized
harzburgite and dunite have a greyish-black coloration.
Serpentinized harzburgite weathers to a rough surface,
produced by differential weathering which leaves resistant
pyroxene "hobnails" and smaller chromite grains (Fig 4.2).
Pyroxene grains are up to 1 cm in size and have a bronze-
like metallic lustre (schiller). Bands and clusters of
pyroxene in some sites impart a good foliation to the rock.

Chrome spinel grains are black and up to several mm in
diameter. They commonly occur in trails and fine pods

defining a compositional banding. Where flattened and
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elongated, spinel grains also define a tectonic foliation in

the rock.

4.4.1 Petrography and microstructures

The primary mineral assemblage of the harzburgite is
difficult to assess because of subsequent serpentinization.
Commonly the harzburgite tectonites are about 30 to 50 per
cent by volume altered to serpentine minerals. Harzburgite
specimens collected near the western boundary of the unit,
near the base of the tectonite slice are up to 80 percent
serpentinized. The average original modal composition of
harzburgite is estimated to have been: olivine 70-80 %
orthopyroxene 20-30 %; chrome spinel 1-2 §%; clinopyroxene
<1l %.

Olivine and pyroxene are commonly segregated in olivine-
rich and pyroxene-rich bands which confer a foliation to the

rock. Where this occurs, it is a conspicuous feature on both

mesoscopic and microscopic scales. Two main textures occur

in harzburgite:

(i) coarse porphyroclastic textures

(ii) protomylonitic textures
The coarse porphyroclastic textures (Mercier and Nicolas,
1975; Harte, 1977) are the more primitive and are produced
by asthenospheric flow (Nicolas, 1986). Such textures,
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implying an asthenospheric signature with little or no

overprinting by lithospheric deformation, are restricted to
harzburgite situated in the northwestern part of the
tectonite unit. They are characterized by large olivine
grains (up to 10 mm) which have tabular shapes and straight
boundaries. Kink banding and undulose extinction are common
(Fig.4.3). Well-recovered substructures also occur. The
large composite olivine porphyroclasts may be composed of
small (<0.5 mm) idioblastic olivine grains (neoblasts)
produced by subgrain formation. Large porphyroclasts form
more than 50 per cent of the rock and indicate the low
degree of recrystallization of the olivine. The neoblasts of
olivine form a mosaic texture with common 120° triple point
junctions due to annealing processes (Fig 4.4).

Orthopyroxene (enstatite) up to 5 mm in size generally
forms clusters of irregularly shaped grains giving a weak
foliation to the rock. Commonly these grains have olivine
inclusions and large embayments filled with olivine (Figs
4.5 and 4.6), and many show evidence of brittle or brittle-
plastic deformation (Figs 4.5).

Spinel typically occurs as small blebs enclosed in olivine
and orthopyroxene porphyroclasts (Fig 4.7) and rarely occurs
as interstitial grains with a weakly-developed holly-leaf
shape between olivine grains, and an idioblastic shape where

in contact with pyroxene.




Fig 4.3 Harzburgite with porphyroclastic texture.

3 large olivine porphyroclasts (high order pink to green
birefringence colors) with subsidiary orthopyroxene (yellow)
on the right hand side. The central olivine grain shows
undulose extinction (from black to purple) and fine
deformation lamellae. The olivine grains are fractured and
partially replaced by mesh textured lizardite (white).
Specimen 175; X 3.2; crossed polars; bar represents 0.5 mm.

Fig 4.4 Harzburgite with porphyroclastic and neoblastic
texture. An example of the recrystallization of olivine by
grain boundary migration toward a state of minimum
interfacial energy. In the lower right hand corner three
olivine bands or subgrains (the middle one showing high
order birefringence colors between two grains at extinction)
in contact with unstrained olivine neoblasts (upper half of
the figure). The 120° triple point junctions are between
differently oriented bands which act as separate grains.
Sample 175; X 3.2; crossed polars; bar represents 0.5 mm.







Fig 4.5 Harzburgite with porphyroclastic texture.

Highly strained and fractured orthopyroxene porphyroclast
(grey) in the central part of the figure in a groundmass of
recrystallized olivine grains. The orthopyroxene grain
contains olivine in inclusions and embayments, and narrow
clinopyroxene exsolution lamellae.

Sample 175; X 3.2; crossed polars; bar represents 0.5 mm.

Fig 4.6 Detail of harzburgite with porphyroclastic texture.
Cuspate, fractured orthopyroxene grain (yellow) showing
several stages of partial melting and replacement by olivine
(grey, purple and blue). Black is serpentine and magnetite.
Specimen 184; X 10; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mm.







Fig 4.7 Detail of harzburgite with porphyroclastic texture.
Elongate, stretched and bent enstatite grain in foliation
plane. The grain shows undulose extinction, clinopyroxene
exsolution lamellae, and olivine in inclusions (yellow) and
embayments. Fractures are developed perpendicular to the
maximum dimension indicating that the enstatite crystal has
been stretched in the plane of foliation. In the upper left
part of the figure there is another orthopyroxene grain
(grey) with a small spinel inclusion (brown). Olivine grains
are yellow and reddish, serpentine and magnetite are black.
Sample 50; X 3.2; crossed polars; bar represents 0.5 mm.

Fig 4.8 Harzburgite with porphyroclastic to protomylonitic
texture.

Detail showing a mylonitic layer band between a highly
strained and fractured pyroxene grain (blue and purple to
orange birefringence in the left hand side of the figqure)
and relict olivine porphyroclast (pink and green in the
bottom right corner). The pyroxene is partially altered to
lizardite-bastite (white). Between the olivine and pyroxene
there is a narrow mylonite zone composed of small olivine
grains and iron oxides.

Specimen 79-A; X 10; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mm.
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Protomylonitic textures (Nicolas, Boudier and Bouchez,
1980) are common in the harzburgite tectonite of the Coy
Pond ophiolite (Figs 4.8 to 4.10). This texture is a result
of advanced recrystallization, the olivine neoblasts

comprising dynamically recrystallized small grains (<0.1 mm)

with a mosaic texture (Figs 4.8 and 4.9). Rare larger (<5 mm

in size) relict olivine porphyroclasts (Fig 4.8) are still
present and exhibit strongly undulose extinction.
Orthopyroxenes are variable in size, from porphyroclasts up
to 8 mm in length, to small grains about 0.5 mm in size. All
erthopyroxene grains are highly strained, and clinopyroxene
exsolution lamellae and bent crystals are common. Elongate
and stretched grains in the foliation plane also occur (Fig
4.10). Small spinel grains are commonly flattened and are
oriented with their long axes in the foliation plane

(Fig.4.10).

4.4.2 Discussion and conclusions

According to Nicolas (1978; 1986) the coarse-
porphyroclastic textures are achieved by asthenospheric
deformation at temperatures around 1000-1200 °C, and under
low deviatoric stresses. The strong recovery is due to very
active grain boundary migration. A characteristic of
porphyroclastic textures is the resorption of pyroxene and
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Fig 4.9. Harzburgite with mylonitic texture.

Detail showing mylonitization of olivine between two large
orthopyroxene grains. The fragmented material in the
mylonite zone consists of olivine (brownish), chrome spinel
and magnetite (black), and serpentine (white).

Specimen 79-A; X 10; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mm.

Fig 4.10 Harzburgite with protomylonitic texture.

Spinel (brown) and orthopyroxene (yellow) form a train of
elongate small grains in a groundmass of mylonitized
olivine. Spinel grains show fractures approximately
perpendicular to maximum stretching direction which are
filled with secondary magnetite (black).

Section perpendicular to foliation and parallel to
lineation.

Specimen 156; X 3.2; crossed polars and partially reflected
light; bar represents 0.5 mm.







replacement "in situ" by olivine (Fig 4.6). This feature
occurs during partial melting of peridotite and is
attributed to a reaction such as:

pyroxene --— olivine + melt
(Dick and Sinton, 1978; Quick, 1981), with the melt phase
subsequently being removed.

Protorylonitic textures are generally more common within
the harzburgite tectonite where they show low-temperature
(around 800° C), high-stress microstructures and fabrics
typical of lithospheric deformation at the base of tectonite

(Nicolas, 1986; Nicolas et al., 1980).

4.5 Dunite

About 20% of the mantle tectonites consists of dunite
bodies. They are irregularly distributed within harzburgite
and occur in the following forms:

(i) broad tabular bodies (Fig 4.2) a few cm to a few m in
width and several hundreds of m in length;

(ii) smaller irregularly shaped patches, commonly
interfingering with the harzburgitic host, and having
decimeter to meter size (Fig 4.11);

(iii) small tabular bodies (as dunitic walls) between
clinopyroxene~-rich dikes and harzburgitic host.

Dunite exhibits similar features to the harzburgite in the
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field, except that it has a smooth weathering surface due to
the lack of pyroxenes (Figs 4.2, 4.11 and 4.12). In the
serpentinized samples, the dunite has a black coloration and

a homogeneous aspect. Locally, layering is defined by the

relative abundance of chrome spinel (Figs 4.11 and 4.12).

Layers of chrome spinel up to 2 cm thick and few meters in

length are not uncommon.

4.5.1 Petrography and microstructures

The modal composition of the serp~ntinized dunite is
typically: serpentine 70-80 %, brucite 10-30 %,
orthopyroxene 0-2 %, magnetite 1-5 %, chrome spinel 1-5 %.
The original modal composition of dunite is estimated to
have been: olivine 95~99 %; chrome spinel 1-5 %;
orthopyroxene 0-2 %. Relict olivine grains, comprising about
2 to 3 percent of the serpentinized dunite, were found in
only one specimen (collected from a dunite band). Typically
the olivine is altered to lizardite + brucite in mesh
textures or poorly developed hourglass textures, and the
relict olivine occurs as mesh centers in lizardite mesh
texture.

Because of the large degree of alteration, the original
dunite texture was inferred mainly from serpentine
pseudomorphs after olivine, in which the original olivine
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Fig 4.11 Field photograph of harzburgite enclosing an
irregularly shaped, decimetric-sized patch of dunite
(central part of figure). Dunite, showing brown-yellow
weathering color and smooth surface is cut by Cr-spinel pods
and veinlets (black). Outcrop location: in the northern part
of tectonite unit, in the river bed about 500 m south of the
large bend of the Northwest Gander River.

Fig 4.12 Field photograph showing dunite with foliation

defined by layers of Cr-spinel grains. Location: about 150 m
north of Fig 4.11.







texture is commonly undisturbed. Detailed petrographic
observations on lizardite pseudomorphic textures indicate a
granuloblastic texture for the olivine protolith. The rare
relict olivine grains noted above (less than 0.3 mm in
diameter) were part of originally larger grains (5 to 10 mm
in size) which show vague undulose extinction indicative of
relatively low strain.

Chrome spinel grains (<3 mm in size) may form up to 5
percent of the dunites. They are scattered throughout the
rock and also occur in layers where they confer a weak

compositional banding to the rock (Fig 4.11).

4.5.2 Discussion and conclusions

Dunite bodies, with granuloblastic texture and evidence of
weak strain, probably postdated the plastic deformation of
the harzburgite and may have formed in the crustal
environment under subsolidus conditions.

The formation of these late bodies has been attributed to
replacement of pyroxene by olivine as fluids percolated
through the harzburgite protolith (Irvine, 1974; Quick,
1981), or to feeder dikes transporting olivine-rich picritic
melts from depths (Hopson et al., 1981; Boudier and Coleman,
1981). Alternatively, since olivine is considered to be the
most refractory residue produced by partial melting in the
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mantle, dunite units may represent zones in which partial

melting was more extensive and removal of the melt morz

complete (Dick and Sinton, 1979).

4.6 Pyroxenite dikes

Two pyroxenite dikes within harzburgite occur in the
northern part of the tectonite unit. One dike is 30 cm in
width, the other is about 3-3.5 m. Both dikes cut
harzburgite and are largely (60-70%) altered to talc and
lizardite bastite. Most of the rock is crossed by narrow (1-
3 mm) serpentine veins.

The orthlopyroxenite is a coarse-grained, dark-green rock
in which the individual crystals can be seen in hand
specimen. Enstatite comprises roughly 90 per cent of the
dikes, occurring in a hypidiomorphic granular intergrowth.
The remaining 10 per cent of the rock consists mainly of
interstitial olivine (now altered to serpentine), about 1%
clinopyroxene and rare Cr-spinel.

The contacts between grains are interlocking, locally
irregular. The grain size is rather large, 1 to 15 mm with
an average of 4-5 mm. Deformation of the pyroxenes has
produced undulose extinction. Clinopyroxene occurs as rare
small (<0.5 mm) ragged interstitial grains, and as
exsolution lamellae within orthopyroxene. The spinel occurs
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as minute blebs within pyroxene and as anhedral interstitial
grains <1 mm in size. Late serpentinization reactions have
resulted in the complete replacement of interstitial olivine
by mesh-textured lizardite. The large olivine grains (up to
5 mm diameter) forming the dike walls are also replaced by
mesh-textured lizardite, but fresh olivine may still be
found in some of the larger mesh centers. Orthopyroxene is
largely replaced by talc and in lesser amounts by lizardite-
bastite. The clinopyioxene grains are also partially altered
to lizardite-bastite.

The relatively irregular contacts with the host rock and
the presence of dunite on dike walls suggest an indigenous
origin. Comparison with similar dikes reported in the
literature suggests that the dikes may have formed by
precipitation of pyroxene from a water-rich solution which
leached the wall rocks, or from a residual magma which
reacted with solidified peridotite (wall rock reaction)

(Green and Ringwood, 1967; Nicolas, 1986).

4.7 Discussion and conclusions

The Coy Pond complex shows evidence of three types of
structure and associated metamorphism that have been
acquired in three different tectonic environments.

(1) Primary or asthenospheric structures were acquired in

65




the mantle during high-temperature, low-stress ductile
deformation. Compositional layering and foliations defined
by elongate olivine and pyroxenes such as are seen in the
Coy Pond complex, are indicative of crystal-plastic flow
deformation at temperatures higher than 1000°C (Mercier and
Nicolas, 1975; Nicolas et al. 1980).

(2) The mylonitic textures involving ductile deformations
of olivine and pyroxene, and recrystallization of olivine
neoblasts imply somewhat lower temperatures (800-700°:) and
can be attributed to oceanic detachment and obduction of the
ophiolite (Boudier and Coleman 1981; Nicolas and Le Pichon
1980).

(3) Structures of shallow origin, including fractures,
faults and cleavages, originated in the upper crustal
environment and are associated with serpentinization. They
affect all the earlier structures. The Coy Pond tectonite is
quite strongly fractured, the degree generally increasing
toward the margins of the body. Some fractures may have been
associated with obduction, but it is also likely that many

faults and cleavages were related to post-obduction

process=2s.
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Chapter 5

THE TRANSITION ZONE

5.1. Introduction

The transition zone in an ophiolite complex is defined as
the zone situated between the ultramafic and mafic units,
and it has characteristics in common with both of thenm
(Coleman, 1977). The boundary with the underlying tectonite
unit is defined by the disappearance of orthopyroxene from
harzburgite, and the boundary with the overlying gabbro is
marked by the disappearance of peridotites (Nicolas and
Prinzhofer, 1982). In well-studied ophiolites, the
transition zone has been shown to be composed of
interlayered ultramafic (dunite, wehrlite, pyroxenite) and
mafic rocks, and its thickness may vary from several meters

up to 3000 m (Girardeau and Nicolas, 1981).

5.2. Composition

The rocks of the transition zone of the Coy Pond ophiolite

complex are represented mainly by alternations of olivine-

clinopyroxenite, subordinate dunite and minor gabbro dikes.

The main characteristics of this unit are the regularity of

the mineralogic layering (Fig 5.1), the gradational nature

of the contacts between adjacent layers, and the marked




Fig 5.1 Field photograph showing pyroxenite layering in
transition zone. Medium grained olivine-clinopyroxenite
layer about 50 cm thick (under compass) and fine-grained
clinopyroxenite layer to the left. The fabric variation over
short distances is notable.

Location: about 200 m north of Partridgeberry Hills Granite
on the western margin of western dunite lens.

Fig 5.2 Photomicrograph of coarse-grained pyroxenite, in
which the entire field of view is occupied by a large
fractured diopside grain at or near extinction.
Clinopyroxene has narrow orthopyroxene exsolution lamellae.
Patches with high birefringence colors (white, blue and
pink) are tremolite-actinolite alteration.

Specimen 289-A; X1.5; crossed polars; bar represents 1 mm.







variation in strain between adjacent layers. In a west-east
cross-section in the central part of the ophiolite complex,
where the transition zone is best exposed, three components
can be distinguished.

(1) The base of the transition zone comprises a subzone
about 1 km thick of dunite overlying the residual mantle
harzburgite.

{ii1) The central part of the transition zone (also about 1
km thick) is composed of olivine and clinopyroxene with a
continuous variation in the proportions between the two
minerals. The cyclic character of the interlayered olivine
clinopyroxenite and dunite, occurring as bands and lenses
with thickness scales that range from several tens of
centimeters up to hundreds of meters, is very characteristic
of this subzone.

(iii) The upper part of the transition zone is
distinguished by the disappearance of dunite and the

appearance of gabbro.

5.3. Distribution and contacts

The present distribution of the transition zone in the Coy
Pond Ophiolite (partially visible in Fig 3.1) reflects the
fragmentation and mechanical mixing that occurred during
ophiolite obduction and emplacement.
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Most of the lower dunitic part of the transition zone
(entirely in the northern half of the western tectenic
mélange and partially in the southern half of the western
tectonic mélange), and part of the central pyroxenite unit
(in the southern half of the western tectonic mélange), were
completely separated from the unit, and were recycled to
form the western tectonic mélange. The remainder is best
exposed north of the Partridgeberry Hills Granite (Fig 3.1)
which truncates the transition zone. Farther north, rocks of
the transition zone outcrcp only rarely.

A dismembered section of the transition zone, represented
by olivine clinopyroxenite, occurs as a tectonic block
(2.5x1 km) in the northeastern part of the ophioclite
complex.

Cumulate pyroxenite is easily distinguished from the
associated dunite due to the presence of layering and its
grey to brown weathering color (Fig 5.1). The rocks are dark
green colored when fresh. Commonly they are medium-grained,
but in the central subzone of the transition zone and also
in the dismembered tectonic block, the pyroxenites are
coarse-grained and massive. Cumulate dunite, on the other
hand, is red brick in color on weathered surfaces, and black
where fresh. Rodingites, which occur locally, are generally

grey-white mottled with green.
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5.4. Petrography

5.4.1 Dunite

The dunites are adcumulates composed almost entirely of
cumulus olivines which were enlarged by adcumulus growth.
Chromite-rich ribbons are common. The composition of the
olivine is not known because it has been completely replaced
by serpentine, commonly in very fine interpenetrating (about
0.05 mm) or interlocking (<0.01 mm) textures. Serpentinized
dunite cumulates are identical to the serpentinite fragments
in the tectonic mélange in all respects, and detailed
petrographic descriptions of dunite have been given given in

the Chapter 4 and are not repeated here.

5.4.2. Clinopyroxenite

The modal composition of clinopyroxenite is: clinopyroxene
65-95%, olivine 0-30%, orthopyroxene 0-5%, and chrome spinel
< 1%. The exact proportions of olivine and orthopyroxene are
difficult to assess because of subsequent serpentinization.
The clinopyroxene is an augitic diopside and shows a
remarkably uniform chemical composition (see Chapter 8)
across the entire transition zone.

Two main types of clinopyroxenite occur: coarse and

banded.
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Coarse clinopyroxenite (Fig 5.2) is massive with
idiomorphic to hypidiomorphic clinopyroxene grains up to
several tens of mm in an adcumulus interlocking texture.
These clinopyroxene grains commonly show strain features
such as bending, crystal fracturing or local shearing (Fig
5.2) and are locally uralitized. Olivine, which comprises
less than 10% of the rock volume as an intercumulus phase,
is invariably replaced by lizardite and magnetite.

Banded clinopyroxenite is composed of adcumulus
clinopyroxene and intercumulus oclivine and clinopyroxene in
proportions between 65-90% and 10-30% respectively. Commonly
the clinopyroxene grains occur as crystals 2 to 4 mm in size
surrounded by 0.1 to 0.3 mm clinopyroxene neoblasts (Fig
5.3). The larger crystals commonly have undulose extinction
and show strain features such as bending and microfractures.
Orthopyroxene exsolution lamellae in clinopyroxene are
widespread. The neoblasts, which have similar chemical
composition, are undeformed and do not show any of the above
strain features.

Hydration is commonly quite advanced in these rocks.

Orthopyroxene is uralitized and replaced by dense green mats

of Ca-amphibole (Fig 5.4). Olivine was initially
serpentinized to lizardite mesh or banded growth textures
(Fig 5.5), which were commonly recrystallized to
interpenetrating or interlocking textures.
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Fig 5.3 Photomicrograph showing adcumulus texture of
clinopyroxene in a banded clinopyroxenite. Diopside (which
comprises about 90% by volume of the rock) appears in this
illustration as large black porphyroblasts (at extinction)
with orthopyroxene exsolution lamellae (wvhite) and undulose
extinction (not visible), surrounded by smaller diopside
neoblasts. In the center of the figure, between the two
porphyroblasts, a small elongate orthopyroxene grain (pale
brown) is wvisible.

Specimen 257-B; X 1.5; crossed polars; bar represents 1 mm.

Fig 5.4 Photomicrograph showing advanced low grade
metamorphism in pyroxenite. In the central part of the
figure tremolite-actinolite and chlorite aggregates occur
between two large clinopyroxene grains. At the left margin,
a clinopyroxene grain at maximum extinction (black) with
exsolution lamellae of orthopyroxene replaced by bastite
(white to grey) and minute talc flakes (pale brown). On the
right margin of the figure, a tremolite-actinolite aggregate
(brown) pseudomorphically replaces clinopyroxene.

Specimen 402; X 10; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mnm.
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Fig 5.5 Photomicrograph of serpentinized olivine in an
olivine clinopyroxenite band in clinopyroxenite cumulate.
Fractured olivine (high birefringence colors), is partially
replaced by lizardite with banded growth texture (grey) and
magnetite (black). At the right hand side of the figure is a
clinopyroxene grain at maximum extinction (black) with
lizardite (grey) in fractures.

Specimen 257-A; X10; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mm.

Fig 5.6 Photomicrograph showing the partial rodingitization
of clinopyroxenite. In the central part of the figure is a
sharp contact between two xonotlite grains (or possibly a
single twinned grain), showing anomalous brown and blue
birefringence colors (upper part), the other with grey
birefringence colors (the lower part). At the left and right
margins of the figure are clinopyroxene grains with bright
birefringence colors.

Specimen 379; X 10; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mm.







The clinopyroxenites are the freshest and most resistant
to hydration among all the phases. However under high strain
conditions in shear zones and faults, the clinopyroxenites

were completely replaced by chlorite, tremolite and talc.

5.4.3. Rodingite

At the top of the transition zone, north of the
Partridgeberry Hills Granite, there occurs one relatively
large (about a hundred meters long and tens of meters wide)
and several smaller, rodingite layers with medium- to
coarse-grained granoblastic texture, that are interbedded

with the clinopyroxenite. These rocks are composed mainly of

mixtures of diopside and xonotlite [CasSi0,;(0H),] (X-ray

determination) with minor actinolite, and prehnite (Figs 5.6
and 5.7). Carbonates such as calcite and dolomite occur

locally.

5.5. Coaclusions

Several conclusions can be drawn from the examination of
the transition zone in the Coy Pond Complex.
(i) As implied in the name, the transition zone links the

ultrabasic harzburgite unit with the overlying basic rocks.




Fig 5.7 Photomicrograph showing a completely rodingitized
rock. The left margin of the figure is occupied by a
prehnite (birefringent yellow-orange) vein with the grains
perpendicular to the walls. The rest of the figure is formed
of columnar xenotlite (grey) with good cleavage and high
relief,

Specimen 396; X 10; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mm.
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(ii) From bottom to top, tnree main litholog.c subunits
parts are distinguished, comprising: dunitic, pyroxenitic-
dunitic and pyroxenitic-gabbroic compositions respectively

(1ii) The lower boundary with the underlying tectonite
harzburgite was obliterated as a result of formation of the
tectonic mélanges; the upper boundary with the gabbros unit
is only partially exposed in the area near the
Partridgeberry Hills Granite.

(iv) The thickness of the transition zone is assumed to
have been between 2 and 2.5 km, comparable to that exposed
at Blow-Me-Down Mountain (3000 m), the thickest among all
studied cophiolite complexes (Girardeau and Nicolas, 1981) .,
The possibility that the transition zone in the coy Pond
Complex was thickened by imbrication during transport is not
ruled out, but no clear evidence of this was found during
the mapping.

(v) The principal characteristic feature of the transition
zone is its reqular layering produced by oscillations in
bulk-rock chemistry, and expressed mineralogically as
alternations between clinopyroxene-rich and olivine-rich
layers and lenses in the lower part of the transition zZone,
and lithologically as alternations between clipopyroxenite
and gabbro in the upper part of the transition zone. These
layers commonly pinch and swell and do not show chilled
margins. Dunites, the most depleted rocks, are considered
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residues of partial melting, with the pyroxenite and gabbro

representing the products of melt accumulation and
impregnation processes (Nicolas and Prinzhofer, 1982).

(vi) Rodingites cccurring in the upper sections of the
transition zone represent highly metasomatized pyroxenite
and gabbro layers which formed in the presence of calcium-
rich waters.

(vii) Much of the transition zone (mainly the lower
dunitic part) was transformed into the western tectonic

mélange, which is discussed in detail in the next chapter.
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Chapter 6

THE TECTONIC MELANGES

6.1. Introduction

In the two tectonic mélanges of the Coy Pond Complex, vith
few exceptions, both fragments and matrix are composed of
completely serpentinized and variably carbonatized
ultramafic rocks of Cunitic-harzburgitic origin. On the
basis of arguments presented in an earlier chapter, it is
believed that the fragments and matrix in the tectonic
mélanges were derived principally from the transition zone
of the Coy Pond ophiolite, with subordinate input from the
upper mantle tectonites.

There are some compositional differences between the two
tectonic mélanges, which are interpreted to be largely a
function of the later metamorphism, which has resulted in
the eastern tectonic mélange consisting principally of

guartz-magnesite and talc-magnesite assemblages, whereas the

western tectonic mélange consists predominantly of

serpentinite and is less, but variably carbonatized.

In the description of the tectonic mélanges which follows,
the matrix and the fragments are discussed separately (with
one exception - see below) as they exhibit different
mineralogical and textural features and appear to have

behaved to some degree independently from both metamorphic




and rheological perspectives. Emphasis in this chapter is

placed on the mineralogical and textural features of the
tectonic mélanges in order to trace their mineralogical
development, which will be utilized in interpretation of the
metamorphic evolution (Chapter 9), and in order to constrain
petrographically the choice of samples for stable isotope
work (Chapter 10). The exception noted above is for the case
of quartz-magnesite assemblages, in which fragments and
matrix are treated together because in this lithology there
are only minor differences (mainly in grain size, the matrix
being coarser grained) between fragments and matrix (see
section 6.4 this chapter).

Background information on the nomenclature and
interpretation of serpentine textures is given in Appendices
1 and 2 (C), to which the reader is referred for discussion

of terminology used in this study.

6.2 MELANGE FRAGMENTS

Dunite of the transition zone and subordinate harzburgite
of the mantle tectonites form the bulk of the material that
was reworked into ftragments and matrix in both western and
eastern tectonic mélanges. Although harzburgite and dunite,
both underwent brittle deformation, to form the fragments up

to 1-2 m in size, matrix in both tectonic mélanges shows
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abundant evidence of duetile deformation features, implying
that the tectonic mélange had strongly inhomogeneous
rheological properties.

The different rheological behaviour of the fragments and
matrix is also reflected in the metamorphic mineral
assemblages. Serpentinite fragments are less recrystallized
and carbonatized than serpentinite in the matrix, and thus a
range of textures and mineral assemblages is commonly
present in a single hand specimen and thin section.

Serpentinite fragments have been subdivided
petrographically intc those that have pseudomorphic and
those that have non-pseudomorphic textures, and are

discussed bellow.

6.2.1 Serpentinite fragments with pseudomorphic textures

Included in the following descriptions of serpentine
textures in the fragments is microstructural information for
associated phases such as brucite, magnesite, talc, opaques
(Cr-spinel, magnetite) and chlorite, which all fornm
important phases in serpentine-bearing assemblages. Other
opaque minerals, such as pentlandite, heaslewoodite,
linneaite and awaruite, although occurring only in trace
amounts in serpentinite, talc-magnesite or quartz-magnesite
assemblages, are also mentioned because they are indicators
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of oxygen fugacity.

Approximately one gquarter of the fragments in the western
Coy Pond tectonic mélange exhibit good pseudomorphic
textures (Figs 6.1 to 6.9) after olivine and pyroxene. Of
these fragments, about 80% were derived from dunites, with
the remaining 20% having a harzburgitic orotolith.
Serpentine pseudomorphs show that the dunites generally
contained <5% orthopyroxene, whereas the harzburgites
contained up tc 20-30% orthopyroxene and traces of
clinopyroxene (<1%).

The pseudomorphic hydration of olivine to serpentine along
grain boundaries and fractures has produced a tessellation
of polygonal cells resulting in mesh texture (Fig 6.1.a),
hourglass texture (Fig 6.1.b) and less commonly, a banded
growth texture (Fig 6.1.c). The alteration of pyroxenes to
serpentine (bastite) was also grain boundary and fracture
controlled, and resulted in the formation of orthopyroxene-
bastite (Fig 6.1.e and Appendix 1) and less common
clinopyroxene-bastite.

Mesh texture is invariably fine-grained and composed of a
quasi-cubic arrangement of cross~fibre veinlets (Figs 6.1.a
and 6.2) or mesh rims which enclose mesh centers. Each mesh
center and its surrounding mesh rim constitutes a mesh cell,
which is surrounded by very narrow strip of serpentine (the

central parting) which separates each mesh cell from its
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Fig 6.1 Schematic represeatation of serpentine
pseudomorphic textures after olivine (A,B,C and D) and after
pyroxene (bastite) E. (Modified after Francis, 1956).
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neighbours. Mesh centers (with sizes from 0.05 to 0.7mm,
average 0.2mm) display variable shapes from symmetrical to
highly asymmetrical, and are composed of various types of
material. Relict olivine mesh centers (Figs 6.1.a and 6.2)
have been found only rarely. Most commonly mesh centers are
filled with fibrous felted mats of either a- or both a~ and
Y-serpentine or are occupied by isotropic or nearly
isotropic lizardite (serpophite). Commonly mesh centers are
colorless and show lower birefringence than the mesh rims.
Minute grains of disseminated magnetite dust are common
throughout the mesh centers in some samples, whereas in
others magnetite concentrated at the mesh rim boundaries.
Mesh rims are bands (0.05 mm wide on average) composed of
a-serpentine which under high magnification is seen to be
composed of "apparent fibres" lying at high angle (commonly
varying within the same thin section from 45° to 90°) to the
rim walls (Figs 6.1.a and 6.2). Compared to the mesh
centers, the mesh rims exhibit a pale yellow-green color in
plane polarized light, extinguish with an undulatory pattern
(suggesting that they consist of fine fibres) and typically
show higher relief and higher birefringence than the mesh
centers. Rarely the mesh rims may contain minute magnetite
grains.
The central parting of the mesh rims is a very narrow
(0.005 to 0.02 mm) strip, most commonly composed of y-
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Pig 6.2 sSerpentinized dunite fragment in mélange with
pseudomorphic a~-mesh texture. Photomicrograph shows a large
mesh cell with a relict olivine mesh center (purple)
surrounded by a colorless lizardite + brucite c~rona (cream
and brownish) enclosed in lizardite mesh rim (blue). The
lizardite mesa rim is composed of a-serpentine pseudofibres
inclined to the walls. Also visible is the very narrow
central parting separating the mesh cells. In the lower
right hand corner, a mesh cell with a lizardite + brucite
mesh center is visible

Specimen 103; X 20; crossed polars; bar represants 0.1 mm.

Fig 6.3 Serpentinized dunite fragment in tectonic mélange
with pseudomorphic y-mesh texture. y-serpentine lizardite
composes the mesh rims (white) and also the nearly isotropic
(blue) mesh centers. Large brucite grains (buff) contain
numerous magnetite inclusions (black).

Specimen 205-B; X 10; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mm.







serpentine having high birefringence (Fig 6.2), but in some
cases of unidentified isotropic material.

y~-serpentine mesh texture (Figs 6.1.d and 6.3) is a less
common mesh texture having mesh rims of positive elongation.
Much of the difference between the ordinary (a- mesh) and vy-
serpentine mesh textures occurs in the mesh rim. The y-
serpentine mesh rim is commonly a very narrow band with high
birefringence, positive elongation and higher relief than
the mesh center. Mesh rims have sharp contacts with the mesh
centers and do not display the obvious pseudofibrous
character of a-serpentine mesh rims. Where the serpentine
elongation can be determined, the mesh centers have been
found to have the same positive elongation as the mesh rim,
but more commonly they are composed of isotropic or nearly
isotropic serpentine with very low birefringence.

Banded growth or curtain-like texture occurs rarely in
fragments of Coy Pond tectonic mélanges. Such a texture is
similar to reqular mesh textures except that one set of
subparallel mesh rims is developed at the expense of the
adjacent mesh rims at right angles (Figs 6.1.c and 6.4). All
serpentinite specimens with banded growth texture are
composed of rows of a-serpentine.

Hourglass texture (Figs 6.1.b and 6.5 to 6.9) occurs quite
commonly in tectonic mélange fragments, all of them being
composed of y-serpentine. Mesh cells are on average 0.2 mm
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Fig 6.4 Photomicrograph representing banded growth or
curtain-like texture. Oriented vertically are bands of a--
serpentine lizardite (at extinction). Vertical bands are
separated by narrow isotropic (black) central partings
consisting of isotropic serpentine. Smail magnetite grains
are in black.

Specimen 203-B; X 10; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mm.

Fig 6.5 DPhotomicrograph showing representative general view
of pure hourglass texture. Pseudofibrous vy-serpentine
lizardite comprises the cells, which are bordered by very
narrow central partings. A few small magnesite grains are
distinguished by their high birefringence colors.

Specimen 79~C; X 40; crossed polars; bar represents 0.04 mm.







in diameter (range 0.05 to 0.5 mm) having polygonal or oval
shapes. The very narrow (<0.01 mm) central parting is
invariably composed of a high birefringent serpentine strip
(Figs 6.6 and 6.7) commonly outlined by minute magnetite
grains (Figs 6.8 and 6.9) . The hourglass texture varies from
pure (Figs 6.5 and 6.6) to incomplete (Figs 6.7 to 6.9). In
the case of pure hourglass textures, the recrystallization
of serpentine was uninterrupted from the central parting to
the cell center and is common in smaller cells. Large cells
have either a core of isotropic serpentine (composed of a
very fine a- and y-serpentine intergrowth) as in Fig 6.7, or
consist of a brucite-lizardite intergrowth (Figs 6.8 and
6.9). Brucite intimately intergrown with lizardite has been
found in the centres of hourglass textures where it shows a
fibrous habit, lower relief than lizardite and exhibits
anomalous honey-yellow birefringence colors (Figs 6.8 and
6.9).

The presence in brucite-bearing samples of opaque minerals
such as awaruite (Ni,Fe) and heazlewoodite (Ni;s,) provides
evidence of the extremely oxygen-deficient environment
during serpentinization (see also Moody, 1976).

Bastite, the serpentine texture after pyroxenes, is very

common in serpentinite mé&lange fragments. Orthopyroxene-

bastite, the most common form of basti%e,




rig 6.6 Detail of 6.5. In the central part of the
photomicrograph, a pure hourglass cell of pseudofibrous y-
serpentine lizardite. Central partings appear as two
parallel lines. High relief brownish material in the left
and bottom parts of the figure is skeletal magnesite,
preferentially replacing the central partings.

Specimen 79-C; X 40; crossed polars; bar represents 0.04 mn.

Pig 6.7 Serpentinized dunite fragment in mélange with
hourglass texture. In center, incomplete hourglass texture
with isotropic (deep blue) mesh center is developed. In the
upper left hand corner, is a small pure hourglass cell
(rectangular shape) with y-serpentine pseudofibrous
lizardite developed in the centers between two narrow
central partings (vertical). Small pure hourglass cells are
also visible in the lower right hand corner of the
microphotograph. Several grains of magnesite (pale brown)
occur in the figure.

Specimen 79-C; X 20; crossed polars; bar represent 0.1 mm.







Fig 6.8 Serpentinite fragment in tectonic mélange with
hourglass texture. Bluish is y-serpentine lizardite,
yellowish to brown is brucite-lizardite intergrowth.
Specimen 196; X 20; crossed polars; bar represents 0.1 mm.

Fig 6.9 Same as 6.8; plane polarized light. Hourglass celis
are outlined by trains of magnetite grains located in
central partings. Also visible is brucite-lizardite
intergrowth (brownish) developed towards the centers of the
cells conferring a fibrous appearance. Specimen 196; X 20;
bar represents 0.1 mm.







occurs as a minor phase, <5% in serpentinized dunite

fragments and up to 20-30% in serpentinized harzburgite

fragments. Clinopyroxene-bastite is rare (<1 %) and occurs
only in serpentinized harzburgite fragments.

The dominant feature of the orthopyroxene-bastite is the
uniform replacement of the parent pyroxene by y-serpentine.
The bastite may appear to be either pseudofibrous (Figs
6.1.e; 6.10; 6.12 and 6.13) with the fibres parallel to the
length of the pyroxene prism, or smooth featureless plates
(Figs 6.11 to 6.14). Clinopyroxene-bastite occurs mainly as
serpentinized clinopyroxene exsolution lamellae in
orthopyroxene (Figs 6.12 to 6,14), and rarely as
replacements of clinopyroxene grains, where it
characteristically develops in an intergrowth of a- and y-
serpentine fibres (visible in Fig 6.13). Such intergrowths
have a yellow to green color, low birefringence and are
commonly isotropic.

Magnesite is an ubiquitous phase in mélange fragments with
pseudomorphic texture. All mélange fragments containing
lizardite in mesh and banded growth textures are affected by
carbonatization in variable proportions between 10 and 50%.
Magnesite does not occur in fragments which contain the
assemblage lizardite-brucite.

Magnesite replaces mesh textured lizardite
pseudomorphically in tectonic mélange fragments.
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Fig 6.10 Photomicrograph of partially serpentinized
harzburgite fragment in tectonic mélange. Central part of
the photomicrograph is a large orthopyroxene grain (cream)
with an embayed outline due to partial replacement by
olivine (high birefringence colors). Orthopyroxene has
olivine inclusions, shows good cleavage and numerous
fractures. The large orthopyroxene is surrounded by smaller
fragments produced by fragmentation and pulling-apart during
crustal deformation. The upper half of the crystal has been
replaced by pseudofibrous a-lizardite bastite (white), which
preserves the original cleavage and fractures. The blue-
black material in the middle of the bastite is a relict
olivine grain serpentinized to mesh texture with visible
rims and mesh centers. Specimen 175; X 2,5; crossed polars;
bar represents 0.5 mn.

Fig 6.11 Incompletely serpentinized harzburgite fragment in
tectonic mélange. Relict elongate and stretched
orthopyroxene grain (yellow), partially replaced by platy
lizardite-bastite (white). Blue-black is isotropic
serpentine intergrown with fine-grained brucite inclusions
(yellow).

Specimen 175; X 10; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mm.







Fig 6.12 Photomicrograph of serpentinized harzburgite
fragment in mélange showing bastite types. In the upper left
hand corner is a large clinopyroxene-bastite with serpentine
intergrowth. In the right of centre and in the lower right
hand corner there are several platy orthopyroxene-bastites
(white) with bastitized clinopyroxene exsolution lamellae.
Serpentine mesh texture after olivine (with isotropic mesh
centers and colorless mesh rims) occurs between bastite
grains. In pale brown are magnesite grains, and in black are
aggregates of magnetite grains.

Specimen 450-C; X 10; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mm.

Fig 6.13 Same as Fig 6.12 with gypsum plate inserted
(orientation shown at edge of photomicrograph) to show
constitution of bastite grains. e¢- and y-serpentine
intergrowth in clinopyroxene-bastite grain in upper left
hand corner; a-serpentine of orthopyroxene-bastite in the
right half of the figure. The mesh rims of the mesh texture
(e-serpentine) are represented by short strips colored in
blue and orange color dependent on the orientation of the
lizardite pseudofibres with respect to the gypsum plate.
Specimen 450-C; X 10; crossed polars; 6.14 crossed polars
and gypsum plate; bar represents 0.2 mm.




104



Fig 6.14 Completely serpentinized harzburgite fragment in
mélange. In central part of the figure large, an
orthopyroxene grain is broken irnto two fragments, one being
slightly rotated with respect to the other (mantle
deformation). The grains are replaced by platy
orthopyroxene-bastite with clinopyroxene-bastite in
exsolution lamellae. The surrounding olivine has been
replaced by isotropic serpentine, but a few relict grains
(reddish) are preserved near the upper left margin of the
figure. Brucite occurs as small flakes (yellow) witnin
isotropic lizardite (black). Brucite occurrences in
harzburgites have not been previously mentioned in the
literature.

Specimen 313; X 10; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mm.

Fig 6.15 Photomicrograph of a serpentinized dunite fragment
in mélange showing carbonate pseudomorph after mesh textured
lizardite. Lizardite (green to bluish) occurring as a-
serpentine mesh texture, is partially replaced by magnesite
(light brown). The central parting and the mesh rim are
replaced by clear, light brown magnesite, whereas the
impurities are concentrated in the mesh centers (dark
brown). To the left of the large magnesite is an isotropic
serpentine vein (bluish and black) cut by short chrysotile
gash veins (high birefringent colors). Chrysotile veinlets
with a rectangular pattern formed as a result of volume
increase during serpentinization.

Specimen 432-C; X 2.5; crossed polars; bar represents 0.5
mm,







Details of the original lizardite mesh texture are easily
recognizable where large composite magnesite grains replace
several lizardite mesh cells (Fig 6.15). Mesh centers are
typically replaced by cryptocrystalline magnesite and mesh
rims by spathic magnesite.

A large part of the magnesite is found as isolated
cryptocrystalline patches or aggregates chaotically
distributed throughout the rock. These patches may be
rounded or irregular in form, up to 3 mm in diameter (Fig
6.15), contain many minute inclusions, and are not
apparently connected to each other in the plane of the
section. Locally parts of the carbonate aggregates have
recrystallized into carbonate grains with crystallographic
faces, good cleavages and few impurities (spathic
magnesite).

In serpentinized harzburgite fragments, the lizardite-

bastite seems to be unaffected by carbonatization.

Conclusions on pseudomorphic textures

Pseudomorphic textures of serpentine after olivine and
pyroxene outline the grain shapes of the original minerals
and provide information about the primary texture of the
ultramafic protolith. The abundance of small (<2 mm)
individual mesh cells unrelated to each other, and the

scarcity of regions with a regular rectangular mesh texture
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imply that the dunite protolith had a granoblastic texture.
The original cumulate fabric of these dunites was probably
obliterated during shearing and production of the tectonic
mélanges. Several serpentinized harzburgite fragments show

tectonite fabrics, including orthopyroxene porphyroclasts

(Figs 6.10 and 6.11) that resulted from extensive plastic

deformation and recrystallization under mantle conditions.
In serpentinized samples, these now appear as orthopyroxene-
bastite pseudomorphs (which preserve the elongate, stretched
and commonly pulled-apart porphyroclastic texture) in a
mosaic of individual serpentine mesh cells. Kink bands and
exsolution lamellae (Figs 6.12 to 6.14) are also recorded by
the bastites. Petrographic details show that the
porphyroclastic texture of serpentinized harzburgite
fragments in the tectonic mé&langes is similar to that in the

unserpentinized harzburgite tectonite.

6.2.2 Serpentinite fragments with non-pseudomorphic textures

Approximately 75% of Coy Pond serpentinite fragments
display non-pseudomorphic te:xtures which may be subdivided
into interpenetrating and interlocking types.

Interpenetrating texture is the most common non-
pseudomorphic texture in tectonic mélange fragments (Figs
6.16 to 6.18). X-ray powder diffraction analyses have shown
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Fig 6.16 Photomicrograph showing serpentinite fragment in
tectonic mélange with non-pseudomorphic texture. Antigorite
blades with ragged margins are arranged in an
interpenetrating texture. Some of the blades are fan-shaped,
others are in radiating arrangement. The veinlet with high
birefringence colors is chrysotile composed of cross-fibres
normal to the walls.

Specimen 160-B; X 20; crossed polars; bar represents 0.1 mm.

Fig 6.17? Photomicrograph of serpentinized fragment in
mélange showing the transition from pseudomorphic to non-
pseudomorphic texture. The left two thirds of the figure
shows mesh-“extured lizardite with cells having isotropic
centers (dark green to black) and wide mesh rims ( white and
pale yellow). Most of the mesh cells are undisturbed and
have regular rectangular or square shapes. In the lower
right hand corner, antigorite blades (bluish) in
interpenetrating texture have replaced lizardite. Anhedral
brownish grains are magnesite. Dark brown and cloudy
material is cryptocrystalline magnesite which preferentially
replaces mesh~textured lizardite; pale brown, clear material
is crystalline magnesite which replaces antaigorite.
Aggregates of secondary magnetite are black.

Specimen 450-C; X10 ; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mm.
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Pig 6.18 Partially carbonatized serpentinite fragment with
interpenetrating texture. Antigorite blacles (blue) in fine
interpenetrating texture are replaced by magnesite (brown)
along fractures. In the upper right hand corner is a talc-
carbonate aggregate (orange) on relict bastite (white).
White veinlet in the upper left part of the figure is a
relict chrysotile vein. Specimen 343-D; X 1.5; crossed
polars; bar represents 1 mm.

Fig 6.19 Photomicrograph of serpentinite fragment in
mélange with interlocking texture. In the upper left and
lower right hand corners, small magnesite grains with high
birefringence colors are repluzing antigorite.

Specimen 252-E; X 40; crossed polars; bar represents 0.04
mm.
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that these textures consist mainly of antigorite.

Interpenetrating texture begins to develop as isolated
blades or flakes or fan-shaped bundles of blades of y-
serpentine antigorite (Fig 6.17) associated with all types
of pseudomorphic textures. Usually the recrystallization
starts at mesh centers and progresses until the blades begin
to interfere with one another in an interpenetrating fabric.
The radiating antigorite blades commonly do not exceed 0.5
mm in length (Fig 6.16). Specimens completely transformed to
interpenetrating textured antigorite are common, but many
still contain relict mesh textures (Fig 6.17). Optically
the antigorite has a fibrolamellar to platy form (Fig 6.16)
with crystals elongated parallel to the (001) cleavages.
Most have feathery, ragged terminations. Under plane light
the antigorite is colorless and has higher relief than
lizardite. Under crossed polars antigorite exhibits wavy
extinction, positive elongation and commonly anomalous
bluish birefringence colors.

Interlocking texture occurs in several of the Coy Pond
mélange fragments, all of them being composed of antigorite
(X-ray powder diffraction determinations). Under high power
it can be seen that the texture is composed of very small
(<0.05 mm ), equant and irregular antigorite flakes that

form a tight interlocking fabric (Fig 6.19).

Magnesite is a major component of mé&lange fragments with
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non-pseudomorphic textures, comprising amounts from several

percent to more than 50 % of the rock volume. Magnesite

occurs in both microcrystalline and spathic (crystalline)
varieties in both lizardite and antigorite serpentinite.
Spathic magnesite occurs as disseminated grains (Fig 6.17)
or forms a sub-rectangular, locally anastomosing network of
grains enclosing relict antigorite patches (Fig 6.18).
Commonly the grains contain a core of brownish
cryptocrystalline magnesite surrounded by a clear
crystalline magnesite rim. Cryptocrystalline maghnesite

occurs on antigorite in trace amounts as minute rhombohedral

grains.

6.2.3 Talc-magnesite fragments

The assemblage talc~magnesite occurs in fragments in the
tectonic mélanges in which >50% of the serpentine has been
replaced; relict serpentine, where present is commonly
antigorite. In the western tectonic mélange, about 20% of
the fragments and most of the matrix are composed of talc-
magnesite, whereas in the eastern tectonic mé&lange talc-
magnesite forms less than half of the total material.

In talc-magnesite bearing fragments (Fig 6.20), talc
replaces antigorite in interpenetrating or interlocking
textures. Talc begins to form on serpentine minerals as
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Pig 6.20 Photograph of representative specimens of talc-
magnesite fragments in mélange.

Specimen 270 (black) is composed largely of magnesite (80 to
90%) and talc, and contains very finely disseminated
magnetite (3-5%) which confers the black color to the rock.
Specimens 272 (central upper part of the figure) and 252-E
are examples in which there was segregation of magnetite
(black) in veins during the carbonatizatinn of the
serpentinites. Brownish material is talc-magnesite. Specimen
252~E shows an alteration rind (brick red color, 1 cm thick
composed of magnesium hydrocarbonates (hydromagnesite) and
iron oxides) which is very characteristic of most of the
tectonic mélange rocks.

Pig 6.21 Photomicrograph of talc-magnesite fragment in
mélange. Relict antigorite (blue) with interpenetrating
texture replaced by magnesite grains (brown) in left part of
the figure. Small patches with high birefringence replacing
antigorite and surrounding magnesite grains are aggregates
of talc flakes. Talc is also visible as inclusions in some
of the magnesite grains. The yellow-greenish elongated platy
mineral in the center of the figure is chlorite.

Specimen 432; X 10; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mm.







patches of minute flakes (Fig 6.21) which grow until, in
completely reacted specimens, talc is a major component
constituting between 40 and 70% of the rock volume. At this
stage, talc constitutes the matrix phase enclosing carbonate
grains or occurs as pockets among carbonate masses (Figs
6.22 to 6.24). The texture of talc-magnesite mélange
fragments is commonly massive and granoblastic (Fig 6.23) or
poorly granolepidoblastic depending upon the size and
arrangement of the mineral grains.

Magnesite in talc-magnesite fragments is a major phase
forming between 30 and 60% of the rock volume. As in
serpentine-bearing assemblages, it occurs in both
microcrystalline and crystalline varieties. Microcrystalline
magnesite forms iscolated crystals and aggregates of pale-
brown grains with serpentine and magnetite inclusions,
whereas crystalline (spathic) magnesite, which may form as
much as half of the total magnesite, is commonly found as
rims around microcrystalline grains (Fig 6.23), but also
occurs as individual crystals. Spathic grains are typically
less than 1 mm in size, with an elongate subhedral shape.
Generally the grains show a preferred dimensional
orientation which confers a crude foliation to the rock.
Curved laths and fragmentation into subgrains are common.

Chlorite occurs in talc-carbonate fragments in amounts <10

$ of the rock volume (Figs 6.21 and 6.23). In less
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¥ig 6.22 Photomicrograph of talc-magnesite fragment in
tectonic mélange. Centre and upper right hand corner show
relict antigorite with interpenetrating texture overgrown by
talc flakes (yellow-orange) and small magnesite grains
(brown). In the rest of the figure, small talc grains
(brown-red birefringence colors) with interlocking texture
coexist with large magnesite grains (high relief). Minute
talc inclusions are visible in the large magnesite grains at
maximum extinction.

Specimen 432-C; X 10; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mm.

Pig 6.23 Talc-magnesite fragment in tectonic mélange,
Aggregate of magnesite grains with high relief is set in
scaly talc groundmass. Magnesite grains are Xenoblastic with
microcrystalline centers and spathic rims. In the center of
the figure, relict chlorite (deep blue) is partially
replaced by talc,

Specimen 272; X 10; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mm.







carbonatized specimens chlorite occurs as plates (Fig 6.21)

and aggregates of fine grains, whereas in talc-magnesite

assemblages the chlorite occurs as diffuse relict patches in
talc masses (Fig 6.23) or bordering magnesite grains.

Magnetite is commonly concentrated in veinlets (Fig 6.20)
up to several mm in width and as a result the rock takes on
a lighter color, typically pale green to yellow-green.
During the carbonatization, larger Cr-spinel grains seem to
become more fractured and pulled apart than in serpentinite
fragments, although the smaller grains seem to be
unaffected. Minute grains of high-sulfur minerals such as
pentlandite (Fe,Ni),S; and linnaeite (Co,Ni),;S, present in
talc-magnesite fragments, indicate a relatively higher £,
(and also fS;) during carbonatization compared to that

during serpentinization (Ekstrand, 1975; Moody, 1976).

6.3. MATRIX OF TECTONIC MELANGES

The matrix forms between 10 to 25 per cent of most
outcrops of the tectonic mélanges and typically weathers low
compared to the fragments. The main structural feature of
the matrix is the foliation, which at map scale is parallel
to the boundaries of the unit. On outcrop scale, however,

the foliation may be straight (Fig 6.24), anastomosing




Fig 6.24 Field view of talc-magnesite matrix with
subvertical foliation. In this example the talc-magnesite
matrix constitutes a rectiplanar layer oriented parallel to
the tectonic mélange boundaries. Location: outcrop 343 (see
sample map) .

Fig 6.25 Field view of tectonic mélange with sheared
serpentinite matrix and elongated serpentinite fragment in
center of the figure. The sheared serpentinite matrix is
strongly foliated and the central serpentinite fragment is
oriented with its long axis in the plane of the foliation.
Note minor brittle fractures in the fragment which extend
beyond the margins into the matrix, indicating in situ
conversion of fragment to matrix. Note also the evidence of
sinistral shear of fragment causing extension parallel to
foliation (as viewed in present position). Location: outcrop
343.
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Fig 6.26 Field photograph showing chaotically distributed
serpentinite fragments (brick red) of various sizes in an

anastomosing foliated matrix (black). Location: outcrop 343
(see sample map).

Fig 6.27 Schistose serpentinite matrix slab cut normal to
the foliation surface. The slab has a typical phacoidal
shape (and is breaking down to smaller phacoids) produced by
the shearing process. Black is schistose serpentinite (the s
planes are visible only in thin section), and light colored
veinlets are carbonate, mostly cryptocrystalline magnesite,
developed along C planes.

Specimen 255-C; scale in cn.
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around large blocks (Fig 6.25), or irregular (Fig 6.26),
reflecting the inhomogeneous nature of the shearing in the
tectonic mélange unit. In general, areas of straight
foliation correlate with a lower proportion of fragments and
are interpreted to be loci of higher st.ain in which former
fragments are comminuted and obliterated.

As can be readily seen in Fig 6.26 the first stage of
matrix formation involved fragmentation and comminution of
ultramafic blocks and fragments in the tectonic mélanges,
resulting in the formation of sheared schistose
serpentinite, couple . with progressive obliteration of all
original structures. Subsequent stages of development of the
mélange matrix involved more pervasive shearing (with a
major component of simple shear) and pervasive to partial
carbonatization (Figs 6.24 and 6.27 respectively).

In this study, the matrix of t.e tectonic mélange has been
classified into four categories with respect to lithology
and texture:

Schistose serpentinite matrix
Brecciated serpentinite matrix
Talc-magnesite matrix

Chlorite blackwall matrix

6.3.1. Schistose serpentinite matrix

In contrast to massive serpentinite in the fragments which
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characteristically weathers to a brick-red to orange-red
colour, schistose serpentinite is brownish in outcrop (Fig

6.25) and grey on fresh surfaces (Fig 6.27). Schistose

serpentinite is made up of slip-fibre serpentinite, which

developed at the expense of massive serpentinite during
shearing along planes of weakness, together with minor
carbonate and oxide phases. The slip-fibre serpentine, which
has been identified as lizardite with minor antigorite on
the basis of XRD patterns, forms flattened phacoidal flakes
which self-replicate at progressively finer scales with
increasing degrees of shearing (Fig 6.27). Each flake has
smooth polished surfaces, but a lineation is not present.
Lizardite in schistose serpentinite occurs in two forms,
recrystallized and relict. In thin section, the
recrystallized platy lizardite has a pale green color (Figs
6.28 and 6.29) and slightly higher relief than relict
lizardite. Recrystallized lizardite, commonly forms platy
grains < 5 mm in length that define the schistosity (S)
planes (Figs 6.28 to 6.32), or more rarely occurs as longer
grains defining microshear sets (C planes). In both cases
lizardite is colorless and shows a sweeping extinction.
Relict lizardite on the other hand, displays disturbed
mesh or banded growth textures (Fig 6.30 and 6.31). It
commonly occurs in elongate bands or lenses that lie in the
foliation planes and are truncated by microshear sets. The
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Fig 6.28 Photomicrograph of schistose serpentinite matrix.
Elongate lizardite plates (pale green) in parallel
arrangement define the schistosity (S) (from upper left to
lower right corner) which is also outlined by angular Cr-
spinel fragments and magnetite grains and films {black).
Schistosity is truncated by the ¢ planes, in a vertical
orientation at the right margin of the figure, which are
defined by magnetite (black) and cryptocrystalline magnesite
(greyish).

Specimen 255-B; X 1.5; plane polarized light; bar represents
1 mm.

Fig 6.29 General view of schistose serpentinite matrix,

C planes are oriented horizontally and defined by magnesite
with magnetite inclusions (grey). Schistosity trends from
upper left to lower right. In this figure the recrystallized
lizardite is pale brownish and the relict lizardite pale
green (lensoid shaped).

Specimen 250-D; X 1.5; plane polarized light; bar represents
1 mm.
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Fig 6.30 Photomicrograph showing matrix foliation (S)
defined by the parallel arrangement of elongate
recrystallized lizardite (pale green and Yellow) and lenses
of relict mesh-textured lizardite (dark green), which
because of the low magnification is not obvious. In the
lower right hand corner are magnesite veins with brownish
birefringence colors and magnetite (black).

Specimen 252~C; X 3.2; crossed polars; bar represents 0.5
mm.

Fig 6.31 Partially recrystallized schistose serpentinite
with relict elongate "boudin" of mesh textured lizardite
situated in foliation plane (central lower part of the
figure). Beneath the boudin is a small deformed Cr-spinel
grain (black) also oriented with its long axis parallel to
foliation plane. Magnesite veinlets are brown, magnetite is
black.

Specimen 250-D; X 1.5; crossed polars; bar represents 1 mm.
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Fig 6.32 Photomicrograph of schistose serpentinite and
antigorite. Along the left margin, in a vertical orientation
is a band of interlocking-textured antigorite (blue) and
spathic magnesite grains (brown and black). Elongate
recrystallized lizardite grains (yellowish) define the
foliation in the matrix trending from the upper left to
lower right. To the right of centre is an ellipsoidal
"boudin" of antigorite with interpenetrating texture.
Pseudofibrous magnesite (brown) and magnetite (black) also
define the matrix foliation. The coexistence of both
serpentine types in this matrix sample is probably due to
the in situ transformation of a fragment, initially
containing both lizardite and antigorite, to matrix.
Specimen 450-D; X 2.5; crossed polars; bar represents 0.5
mm.

Fig 6.33 Photomicrograph of mélange matrix illustrating a
shear sense indicator. In the central part of the figure a
deformed Cr-spinel grain shows apparent sinistral sense of
displacement. To the l2ft of the Cr-spinel is part of a
relict lizardite lens with abundant magnetite (black).
Lighter colored material is recrystallized lizardite. Grey
material in subvertical orientation at the both right and
left margins of the figure is pseudofibrous magnesite
defining C planes and containing magnetite dust.

Specimen 250-D; X 1.5; plane polarized light; bar represents
1 mnm.
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relics vary in length from several mm to several cm and also
contain lizardite-bastite after orthopyroxene, and Cr-spinel
and magnetite. Lizardite-bastite appears to be resistant to
recrystallization to platy lizardite and commonly forms
small relics (augen) surrounded by platy lizardite.

Relict antigorite, which is colourless with higher relief
and lower order birefringence colours (commonly blue) than
lizardite, accounts for <10% by volume of the schistose
serpentinite, and occurs in two characteristic textures,
interpenetrating and interlocking. Interpenetrating-textured
antigorite (Fig 6.32) is invariably found in small lenses (1
to 5 mm in size) with their long axes oriented parallel to

foliation planes and enveloped in platy lizardite. Where in

interlocking textures, antigorite occurs as larger patches
criented parallel to the foliation and composed of very fine
(<0.05 mm) equant grains (Fig 6.32).

Carbonates, which occur as minor phases (<15% by volume)
in schistose serpentinite matrix, are predominantly
magnesite, rarely dolomite. Magnesite commonly occurs in
microshear (C) planes as layers up to 5 mm in width (Figs
6.27 to 6.33). Elsewhere magnesite forms solitary crystals,
commonly strain free, up to several mm in length
demonstrating syn- or post-tectonic growth. Larger layers,
with several generations of carbonate grains, are

characterized by the presence of very elongate
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cryptocrystalline magnesite aggregates which may be
distinguished by their pseudofibrous habit (Fig 6.27). These
features, and the common presence of serpentine inclusions
in magnesite grains, imply that carbonatization occurred
during and after the event which produced the foliation and
the recrystallization of the lizardite.

Opague phases comprise <5% by volume of schistose
serpentinite. Magnetite is widespread, occurring as fine
dust or disseminated grains and grain aggregates that confer
tue dark colour to the rock (Fig 6.27). With an increase of
shearing, magnetite becomes more concentrated in foliation
and microshear planes (Fig 6.28 and 6.29) and locally forms
veinlets following carbonate.

Relict euhedral or subhedral Cr-spinel grains exhibit
evidence of progressive deformation in the schistose
serpentine matrix with fractured and pulled apart grains

(Fig 6.33), evidence of grain size reduction and augen-like

shapes (Fig 6.28).

6.3.2. Brecciated serpentinite matrix

Brecciated serpentinite is a relatively minor component of
the matrix that occurs as material between serpentinite
fragments. It is composed of randomly oriented fragments of

serpentinite in a carbonate and/or serpentine matrix (Fig
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Fig 6.34 Photograph of slab of tectonic mélange with
several small serpentinite fragments (black) enclosed in a
matrix of brecciated serpentine (grey) and carbonate (medium
brown) .

Scale is in cm. Sample 343 (see sample map).

Fig 6.35 Field photograph showing talc-magnesite matrix
(purple) enclosing elongate serpentinite fragments (rusty
brown) that are oriented with their long axes parallel to
the foliation.

Scale is in cm. Location: citcrop 343.
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6.34), but in contrast to typical mélange fragments, these
fragments do not show preferred orientation, are smaller in
size (<10 cm) and have angular shapes. These fragments are
commonly composed of antigorite serpenti: :e with
interpenetrating or highly disturbed mesh textures. In some
sites the rock may be highly carbonatized and invaded by
chlorite. The brecciated serpentinite matrix is interpreted
to form in areas of relatively low strain, but in other

respects seems to be comparable to schistose serpentinite.

6.3.3. Talc-magnesite matrix

Talc-magnesite schist is the dominant component among
matrix lithologies. It occurs as foliated layers up to
several meters thick (Fig 6.24) along shear zones which
anastomose around hard kernels of less deformed and
carbonatized serpentinite fragments (Fig 6.35). The rock is
soft and readily eroded, and is commonly exposed in
locations where it is shielded by more resistant
lithologies. It is inferred that talc-magnesite schist forms
the bulk of the mélange unit, but is largely unexposed.

The rock has a distinctive brown to purple weathering
color (Fig 6.35) and is pale brown to black when fresh (Fig
6.36 and 6.37). The content of talc is variable. The rock is

characteristically layered, with talc-rich and magnesite-
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Fig 6.36 Talc-magnesite matrix of the mélange exhibiting
the phacoidal shape typical for sheared matrix rocks. Buff
colored material is talc, brownish augen and veins are
magnesite, black is Cr-spinel and magnetite. Visible fabric
is C planes that are outlined by thin films of magnetite.
Wavy pattern of foliation is due to incipient shear band
formation. Schistosity (S) surface defined by talc is
visible in thin section.

Scale is in cm.

Pig 6.37 Photograph of slab of talc-magnesite matrix
showing magnetite- rich magnesite (black) lenses with their
long axes parallel to the foliation plane (horizontal),
separated by bands of talc (light greenish).

Scale is in cnm.
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rich layers. Magnesite rich varievies are commonly also rich
in magnetite which gives a darker color to the rock (Fig
6.37). Such specimens are harder and exhibit a weaker
foliation than talc-rich specimens. Talc-rich varieties are
greasy and crumbly, and easily split along cleavage
surfaces.

Talc-carbonate rocks have a simple mineralogy, being
composed mainly of talc and magnesite in variable
proportions, with minor amounts of accessory opaque
minerals. Relict serpentine is very rare.

The granolepidoblastic texture is conferred by the medium-
grained magnesite set in a finer grained talc matrix. Talc
typically defines the foliation (S) which is
characteristically cut at low angles by shear planes (C)
outlined by fine magnetite films (Figs ¢€.36 and 6.38).
Fracturing along shear planes produces so called "phacoids"
(Figs 6.27, 6.36 and 6.37) resembling the shape of the
strain ellipscid.

Magnesite is present in both cryptocrystalline and
crystalline varieties. Cryptocrystalline magnesite (Fig 6.39
and 6.40) forms less than half of the total magnesite ana
has similar features to that already described. However, the
grain shapes tend to be more elongate, and exhibit a
dimensional preferred orientation. Rarely cryptocrystalline

magnesite still preserves the outline of the original mesh
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Fig 6.38 Photomicrograph of talc-magnesite matrix of
tectonic mélange showing cryptocrystalline magnesite grains
(brownish) and colorless spathic magnesite forming grain
aggregates parallel to the foliation plane (left side of
figure). Talc is colorless with low relief and forms bands
oriented parallel to the foliation (S) which is vertical. In
the right hand side of the figure, shear planes (C) ocutlined
by magnetite cut the foliation at low angles. In black, and
commonly concentrated along C planes, are Cr-spinel and
magnetite.

specimen 177-C; X 1.5; plane polarized light; bar represents
1 mm.

Fig 6.39 Photomicrograph showing large skeletal dusty
cryptocrystalline magnesite (brownish) which still preserves
the outline (cells and rims) of the original lizardite mesh
texture (left margin, centre and right margin of the
figure). The mesh centers are occupied by talc or chlorite
(platy irregular grain in the lower right hand corner
beneath the dark magnesite). To the left of centre is a
vertical vein with a fine-grained talc core (high
birefringence colors) and a margin composed of spathic
subidioblastic magnesite grains (colorless) growing
perpendicular to the walls.

Specimen 177-D; X 10; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mm.
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Fig 6.40 Detail of talc-magnesite matrix of tectonic
mélange showing evidence for rotational strain. Elongate
cryptocrystalline magnesite (brownish) set in fine-grained
talc matrix with weak preferred orientation. Asymmetric
pressure fringes composed of large late grains of talc and
subordinate spathic magnesite (black at right hand end)
indicate an apparent counterclockwise sense of mcvement in
this photomicrograph. The vague sigmoidal pattern in the
cryptocrystalline magnesite implies syntectonic growth of
magnesite in a periodically open fracture.

Specimen 343-C; X 10; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mn.

Pig 6.41 General view of chlorite blackwall matrix.

Green and blue birefringent material is ¢linochlore, pink
highly birefringent grains with high relief are sphene.
Foliation (from upper right, to lower left) is defined by
chlorite.

Specimen 197; X 20; crossed polars; bar represents 0.1 mnm.
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texture (Fig 6.39).

Spathic magnesite forms coarse elongate grains (Fig 6.39)
or grain aggregates which typically show preferred
dimensional orientation in the foliation plane (Fig 6.38).
Undulose extinction, polygonization into subgrains and
recrystallization adjacent to old grains are common. These
features suggest syntectonic growth. Another characteristic
feature of spathic magnesite is the presence of small
syntectonic grains (< 0,5 mm in length) in pressure shadows
adjacent to the larger grains (Fig 6.40).

Talc occurs in narrow lenses and layers <2 mm in width
that pinch and swell, and also in irregularly-shaped
crystal aggregates. In layers or lenses, minute talc flakes
define a strong foliation with S and C components which may
be deformed into microfolds and microfaults produced by
shortening subparallel to the foliation. Talc also occurs in
scaly aggregates of minute flakes, without any preferred
orientation, typically at the margins of the talc layers,
within some lenses, and in talc aggregates.

Cr-spinels are commonly pulled apart and extended ouver
several mm in the talc-magnesite matrix, and chlorite occurs
in trace amounts adjacent to and replacing Cr-spinel grains.

Very fine magnetite layers less than 0.02 mm in width and
several mm in length commonly occur within talc layers and

along and along schistosity (S) planes.
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6.3.4. Chlorite blackwall rocks

Chlorite-rich rocks occur locally in the outer parts of
the tectonic mélanges as narrow zones at contacts between
ultramafic and metasedimentary rocks. They are dark green to
black, several cm to several tens of cm thick, strongly
foliated and have sharp contacts with both serpentinite and
metasediments. The blackwall rocks, which are composed
almost entirely of chlorite, were formed probably at low-T
(based on lack of amphibole). X-ray powder diffraction
analyses have identified magnesium-rich chlorite
(clinochlore) as the main component. In thin section
extremely fine-grained chlorite forms an homogeneous mat,
nearly isotropic under crossed polarizers (Fig 6.41). Larger
chlorite grains are rare. Relict serpentine occurs in trace

amounts as veins and in bastites. Small corroded spinel

grains occur locally. Some specimens contain small epidote

and sphene grains, the latter comprising up to 15% of the

rock volume (Fig 6.41).
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6.4 QUARTZ-MAGNESITE ROCK

6.4.1. Introduction

In the Coy Pond tectonic mé&langes, quartz-magnesite rocks
were produced by pervasive carbonatization of talc-magnesite
or serpentinite assemblages. Commonly the process affected
both the fragments and the matrix, so that large portions of
the mélanges were transformed to quartz-magnesite
assemblages. Locally the carbonatization affected only the
matrix, which in this case generally encloses talc-magnesite
fragments. Serpentinite relics were not found in quartz-
magnesite assemblages.

Quartz-magnesite assemblages outcrop as prominent
elongated knobs, covered with ochrous gossan and laced with
a quartz stockwork. Weathering produces a very rough
surface, a result of surficial leaching of magnesite leaving
a framework of quartz and hobnails of Cr-spinel (Fig 6.42).
The lenticular shapes of the fragments enclosed in the
matrix (Figs 6.42 and 6.43), a feature inherited from the
sheared ultramafic precursor, are still visible. The
fragments are medium to light brown, and mottled due to the
presence of Cr-spinel grains or finely disseminated
magnetite (Fig 6.45). The matrix is lighter colored, buff to
pale brown and characterized by a weak foliation, and is

outlined by the elongate shape of the fragments and the
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Fig 6.42 Photograph of quartz-magnesite outcrop in the
western tectonic mélange showing subround quartz-magnesite
fragments enclosed in quartz-magnesite matrix. White " dust"
on the outcrop is a lacy network of quartz veinlets. Larger
quartz veins cutting the foliation at high angle (top of the
photcgraph) are typical of this part of the mélange.

Fig €.43 Photograph of quartz-magnesite matrix with a few
small quartz-magnesite fragments (reddish colored ratches).
The schistosity is oriented horizontal in the figure. White
quartz patches are remnants of quartz veins parallel to
foliation. Outcrop situated in the southern extremity of the
western tectonic mélange.







Pig 6.44 Quartz-magnesite outcrop situated in the southern
extremity the eastern tectonic mélange cut by numerous
quartz veins. Note that in this example quartz veins are
subparallel to foliation and have variable widths over short
distances, and some pinch out.

Fig 6.45 Fragment (left hand side of the figure) composed
of quartz-magnesite cut by a quartz vein (white). Quartz-
magnesite matrix at right hand side of the figure has a
vertical foliation outlined by Fe oxides (brown to black)
quartz and magnesite veins.

Scale in cm.
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subparallel distribution of grey magnetite stringers.
Commonly the gquartz-magnesite ro<ks are cut by veins of
white gquartz (Figs 6.42 to 6.45) and buff magnesite (Fig
6.45). These veins may be subparallel to the foliation (Fig
6.44), situated on C planes (Fig 6.46), or may be cross-
cutting (Fig 6.42). They are commonly undeformed and suggest

that the quartz-magnesite assemblage developed late, after

the bulk of deformation in the tectonic mélange.
’I
6.4.2 Petrographic description i

Quartz-magnesite rocks have a relatively simple mineralogy
being composed almost entirely of magnesite + guartz *+ talc
+ opaque phases (Cr-spinel, Fe-oxides). All quartz-magnesite
specimens indicate that carbonatization of serpentinite was !
pervasive. Relict serpentine does not occur, but talc is
commonly found (Fig. 6.47) in the eastern tectonic mélange
and occurs locally at the southern end of the western
tectonic mélange.
Textures are commonly granular, the rock has a massive
appearance and does not show a tendency to fracture parallel

to foliation planes inherited from serpentinite. In some

specimens, a weak foliation (S) is defined largely by the
crude mineralogical banding due to segregation among quartz,
magnesite and talc. The width of the bands is variable from
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a few mm up to several cm, and they commonly pinch and

swell. In some samples the foliatjion is overprinted by shear

(C) planes that are commonly outlined by boudins or veins of
quartz. Foliation planes are locally pinched-out and sheared
into the C planes. In other samples, veins are late and
undeformead.

Magnesite in quartz-magnesite rocks forms between 30% and
95% of the rock volume, commonly about 85%-90%. As with its
occurrence in serpentinite and talc-magnesite bearing rocks,
magnesite occurs in two varieties, microcrystalline and
crystalline.

(i) microcrystalline magnesite occurs in both fragments
and matrix in quartz-magnesite rocks, forming about half of
the total carbonate and composing the groundmass for
crystalline magnesite and quartz. It occurs as agglomerates
of grains less than 0.1 mm in size with rounded shapes,
strong relief and a brown color (Figs 6.48 and 6.51). It
always contains impurities such as minute magnetite grains
and a brown dust interpreted to be iron oxides. Under
crossed polars it can be seen that microcrystalline
magnesite has a pale brown birefringence and poor
extinction. Commonly the original serpentinite mesh texture
is completely obliterated by carbonatization, but in some
instances, usually in fragments where the microcrystalline
grains are very fine, the relict texture may be vaguely
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Fig 6.46 Example of gquartz-magnesite matrix from southern
part of the western tectonic mélange. The foliation (S)
defined by compositional banding [magnesite (brown), guartz
(white), talc (greenish) and Fe oxides (black)] is truncated
by a shear plane (C plane) marked by a quartz vein (white),
trending from lower left to upper right.

Pig 6.47 Representative photonmicrograph of quartz-magnesite
rock. Brown is cryptocrystalline magnesite, pale brown to
white is spathic magnesite, black is aggregates of
magnetite. Note the lack of quartz in this sample.

Specimen 85-A; X 2.5; plane polars; bar represents 0,5 mm.







Fig 6.48 Detail of quartz-magnesite rock. Brownish with
dirty appearance is cryptocrystalline magnesite, white
inclusion free grains are spathic magnesite, black is
aggregates of magnetite grains which are common in
cryptocrystalline magnesite. The regular arrangement of
magnetite is inherited from mesh textured serpentinite. Note
the lack of quartz in this sample.

Specimen 85-A; X 10; plane polars; bar represents 0.2 mm.

Fig 6.49 General view of gquartz-magnesite in the matrix of
the tectonic mélange. On the right hand side of the figure
is a large spathic magnesite grain in a vertical orientation
and several smaller grains at extinction. Spathic magnesite
shows good cleavage and few inclusions. To the left of the
magnesite is a vertical band of strongly foliated talc
schist. In the left part of the figure are magnesite grains
set in a matrix of talc (green-yellowish) and quartz grains
(yellow, bluish and black in the upper left hand corner of
the figure). The foliation of the rock (S) is vertical.
Specimen 143-~A; X 1.5; crossed polars; bar represents 1 mm,







Pig 6.50 Photomicrograph showing interstitial quartz
(central part of figure) between xenoblastic
cryptocrystalline magnesite.

Specimen 85-F; X 10; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mm.

Pig 6.51 Quartz-magnesite matrix with strong foliation.
Quartz vein (horizontal orientation in middle of figure)
composed of grains showing undulose extinction and grain
boundary recrystallization. Randomly oriented talc flakes
(brownish) form the groundmass for larger spathic magnesite
grains (high relief and high birefringence colors), and
quartz grains (yellow).

Specimen 143-A; X 2.5; crossed polars; bar represents 0.5
mm.







distinguished. In such cases, the original partings of the
mesh texture can be recognized (Fig 6.48). This feature
indicates that quartz-magnesite is chiefly a replacement
assemblage in which the larger structure of serpentinite was
retained during the conversion of serpentine to magnesite
and quartz. However, the process is not entirely a simpie
replacement as the grains of both magnesite and gquartz are
generally too coarse to preserve the fine serpentine
textures.

(ii) Crystalline or spathic magnesite is more abundant in
the matrix than in the fragments. The grain size is variable
between 0.15 and 2-3 mm in diameter, the larger grains
occurring in the matrix. It is colorless and rarely contains
magnetite inclusions. The grains are commonly xenoblastic,
granular or lath shaped with good to perfect cleavage in one
or two directions (Fig 6.49). Usually the extinction is
straight, but undulose extinction is common in the larger
grains. Polygonization into subgrains is very common,
suggesting the presence of minor strain during or after the

carbcnatization. Small idioblastic magnesite rhombs commonly

occur within talc with their long axes oriented parallel to

the foliation. Commonly these magnesite grains are
inclusion-free and do not exhibit undulatory extinction.
These features suggest a post-tectonic growth.

Quartz in guartz-magnesite assemblages forms between 5%
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and 25 % of the rock volume, occurring in larger amounts in
fragments than in the matrix. The earliest quartz occurs
between cryptocrystalline carbonate as minute (<0.1 mm)
interstitial grains (Fig 6.50). With an increasing degree of
carbonatization, quartz tends to occur as larger grains,
guartz aggregates or veins (Fig 6.51). The veins are
variable in size ranging up to several tens of cm in width.
In the matrix, guartz and magnesite veins commonly develop
in shear (C) planes and are coarser grained than in
fragments (Fig 6.46). Quartz, interstitial or veined,
commonly exhibits undulose extinction and polygonization
into subgrains. Locally quartz may coantain minute flakes,
rhombs, or irregular grains of magnesite. The replacement of
quartz by talc is also common, occurring both marginally and
throughout entire quartz grains. Talc appears to

preferentially replace poorly crystallized quartz grains

with vague extinction and also those grains containing

impurities.

Talc occurs commenly in quartz-magnesite of the eastern
tectonic mélange in amounts ranging up to 30% of the rock
volume. It forms bands a few mm wide (Fig 6.49), or occurs
as interstitial material between carbonate and guartz grains
(Fig 6.51). Where compact and pure, talc (steatite) bands
exhibit a pale green translucent color.

Talc occurs in two situations: most commonly in the
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groundmass as small (<0.01 mm) randomly oriented flakes (Fig
6.51), and also as larger grains (up to 0.2 mm) lying in the
foliation (Fig 6.49).

Opague minerals present in quartz-magnesite assemblages
occur in amounts less than 1 percent of the rock and are
mainly Cr-spinel. The larger (1-2 mm) spinel grains, which
commonly exhibit pull-apart structures, are reddish in color
and may be bordered by green chlorite. Where present,
magnetite generaliy occurs as fine dust, small grains or
grain aggregafes that are incorporated in quartz and
microcrystalline magnesite; locally it occurs in thin veins

(Fig 6.48).

6.4.3 Conclusions on matrix and quartz-magnesite rocks

The examination of the matrix rocks associated with the
tectonic mélanges leads to the following conclusions.

(i) The matrix forms up to one quarter of the exposed
outcrops of the tectonic mélange, but because of its
softness relative to the mélange fragments it is believed to
underlie large parts of the unexposed tectonic mélanges.

(ii) The main microstructural characteristic of the matrix
rocks is the strong foliation parallel to the boundaries of
the unit.

(iii) Formation of the matrix was initiated by a brittle
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comminution of serpentinite fragments, followed by ductile
deformation and recrystallization into schistose
serpentinite matrix.

(iv) Ingress of fluids into the tectonic mélanges provided
the appropriate conditions for recrystallization of
lizardite into schistose serpentinite and the formation of
antigorite; fluids also were the vehicle for transport of
CO, which controlled the carbonatization processes.

(v) The matrix rocks, because of their foliated nature,
were pathways for the passage of the fluids and consequently
are the most strained, recrystallized and carbonatized among
all mélange assemblages.

(vi) Talc-magnesite assemblages in the western tectonic
mélange form characteristic rectiplanar layers (parallel to
the m&lange boundaries), situated in the zones of high
strain and representing major pathways for fluid
circulation. However, in the eastern tectonic mélange,
because of the pervasive development of quartz-magnesite and
its co-mingling with talc-carbonate, this feature is less
obvious.

(v) During recrystallization and carbonatization of matrix
rocks, some of the phases were mobilized and/or removed. For
instance, in schistose serpentinite, magnetite was

concentrated along C surfaces, and in talc-magnesite
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assemblages, magnesite was concentrated along schistosity
planes. This is interpreted to indicate the loci of fluid
pathways on a local scale, implying that the planar fabric
elements was a major control of fluid infiltration. As a
result of remobilization (and partial removal) of magnetite,
talc-magnesite and especially quartz-magnesite assemblages
become lighter in color compared to their serpentinite
parent.

(vi) Narrow planar blackwall rocks, occurring locally at
the contacts between serpentinite and metasediments,
represent a local metasomatic effect occurring between units
of contrasting bulk composition.

(vii) Based on petrographic cbservations {(and stable
isotopic compositions (Chapter 10), quartz-magnesite
assemblages (listwaenites) are considered to be the latest

stage of mineralogical evolution in the rocks of the

tectonic mélanges. In contrast to other assemblages, they

are at least in part post-tectonic.

(viii) The composition of the quartz-magnesite assemblages
is variable with magnesite forming from 30 to 95%, quartz
from 70 to 5%, talc from 0 to 30%. The significant local
variation in modal abundance of quartz points to the
mobility of silica during the formation of the assemblage, a
conclusion also supported by the abundance of quartz veins
at all scales. More limited mobility of magnesite is
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indicated by the presence of rarer magnesite veins.

(ix) Petrographic observations show that gquartz-magnesite
rocks were formed from two different protoliths:
serpentinite in the western tectonic mélange, and talc-
magnesite in the eastern tectonic mélange.

(x) The formation of quartz-magnesite assemblages requires
the presence of CO, bearing fluids. These fluids had no
apparent effect on the stability of Cr-spinel, but caused
significant breakdown of magnetite (though some still
remains), resulting in the light color of the quartz-

magnesite rocks.

6.5 MELANGE BLOCKS

Blocks (ten to hundred of meters in size) occur in both
tectonic mélanges of the Coy Pond ophiolite. They are
oriented with their long axes parallel to the foliation and
the boundaries of the mé&langes, in a manner similar to the
smaller fragments.

In the western tectonic mélange, and exclusively in its
southern part, four pyroxenite blocks have been mapped (Figs
3.1 and 6.52). They range from 200 to 300 m in leng.!. and
are about 100 m in width. In the eastern tectonic mélange,

there are several blocks of non-ophiolitic origin, including
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psammites and volcanogenic metasediments (Fig 3.2). In both
tectonic mélanges the blocks form less than 5% of the

mélange.

6.5.1 Pyroxenite blocks

Apart from their lensoid shape (3.1) and polished smooth
surfaces (Fig 6.52) pyroxenite blocks do not show any
effects of shearing or associated metamorphism, and
petrographically they are indistinguishable from the layered
pyroxenites of the transition zone from which they
originated. For this reason, the pyroxenite blocks are not
described separately here. Their petrography and mineral

chemistry are discussed in Chapters 5 and 8 respectively.

6.5.2 Clastic metasedimentary blocks

Several blocks are composed of fine-grained (0.1 mm)
detrital material, consisting principally of quartz and
about 10% feldspar grains. The grains are angular and are
poorly sorted. The blocks are little deformed internally,
but are cut by several generations of late veins composed of

prehnite with radiating structure (Fig 6.53).

6.5.3 Volcanogenic metasedimentary blocks

Volcanogenic metasediments have well-defined bedding

defined by the alternations of detrital and volcaniclastic
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Fig 6.52 Field photograph showing a massive coarse-grained
clinopyroxenite block about 200 m long situated in the
western tectonic mélange. The block is oriented with its

long axis parallel to the boundaries of the tectonic
mélange.

Fig 6.53 Photomicrograph showing a metasandstone occurring
in a large block in the eastern mélange. Fine grained
clastic. material (right hand side of the figure) comprising
Principally quartz and subsidiary feldspar is cut by a vein
of prehnite (large grains with undulose extinction).
Specimen 438; X 2.5; crossed polars; bar represents 0.5 mm.







material. Quartz, feldspar and calcite (about 10% of the
rock volume), which form the detrital part of the rock are
fine grained (< 0.2 mm, most <0.1 mm in size) and have
rounded shapes. Volcanogenic input is indicated by vitric

pyroclastic fragments (<0.2 mm in size), rare varioles and

the fine-grained poorly crystallized and partially

chloritized matrix (Figs 6.54 and 6.55). Fe-Ti oxides form

<5% of the rock volume.




Fig 6.54 Photomicrograph showing general view of fine
grained volcanogenic metasediment occurring in a block in
the eastern tectonic mélange. The rock is a mixture of
volcanic and sedimentary clastic material.

Specimen 452; X 2.5; crossed polars; bar represents 0.5 mm.

Fig 6.55 Detail of figure 6.54 showing pyroclastic
material. Angular to subrounded quartz grains (colorless)
occur in a groundmass of poorly crystallized and chloritized
pyroclastic material (dark green). In the central part of
the figure is a rounded variole (colorless rim) filled with
iron oxides (dark brown). Calcite grains (pale brown), are
situated close to the margin of the figure. Relatively fresh
Plagioclase with polysynthetic twinning is visible locally.
Specimen 452; X 20; crossed polars; bar represents 0.1 mnm.
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Chapter 7

MIXED LITHOLOGY SLICE

7.1. Introduction

Throughout most of the Coy Pond Complex, the basal slice
of the ophiolite, composed of harzburgite and dunite
tectonite, is in thrust contact with, and overlying the
autochthonous Spruce Brook Formation. However, in the Chrome
Brook-Northwest Gander River confluence area, the basal
slice is missing for a distance of about 2 km and its
position is taken by the Mixed Lithology Slice composed of
slivers of exotic (i.e. non-ophiolitic) material. The Mixed
Lithology Slice is at least 2 km long and several hundreds
of m wide (Fig 3.1), and consists of imbricate rock slivers
of metasedimentary and metavolcanic origin. The lithologies
in the Mixed Lithology Slice have been subdivided

petrographically on the basis of their original protolith.

7.2 Metabasic and intermediate volcanic/hypabyssal ? rocks

Weakly metamorphosed basic and intermediate volcanic
rocks, and relatively little metamorphosed diabase (Figs
7.1) are included under this heading. Characteristically,
the rocks show evidence of brecciation, they are weakly

foliated
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Fig 7.1 Low grade intermediate volcanic rock composed of

quartz-feldspar assemblage partially altered to chlorite and
subordinate sericite. Chlorite (blue) in central part of the
figure defines a weak foliation

Specimen 118; X 2.5; crossed polars; bar represents 0.5 mm.

Fig 7.2 Low grade, fine-grained basic volcanic rock with
intersertal texture. Partially altered plagioclase
microlites (colorless) are set in a groundmass (brownish) of
chlorite with subordinate sericite. Weak foliation (from
upper right corner to lower left corner) is outlined by
secondary chlorite band (deep blue). Light brown grains and
veinlets are calcite.

Specimen 453; X 2.5; croesed polars; bar represents 0.5 mm.
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Fig 7.3 Metamorphosed basic or intermediate rock (? pillow
lava) with disrupted quartz-feldspar veins (pinkish).
Groundmass (greenish color) comprises chlorite-sericite and
subordinate calcite.

Specimen 505-C; X 2.5; pPlane polarized light; bar represents
0.5 mm.

Fig 7.4 Photomicrograph showing weakly metamorphosed basic

volcanic rock, probably a pillow lava. Altered plagioclase

microlites (white% are set in felted, textured groundmass of
d

chlorite, iron oxides (black) and late carbonate (brown) .
Specimen 505-A; X 10; crossed polars; bar represents 0.2 mm.







{Figs 7.1 to 7.3) and are partially hydrated to a
subassemblage of chlorite-sericite. Commonly the foliation
is outlined by chlorite (Figs 7.1 and 7.2) or by disrupted
quartz-feldspar veins (Fig 7.3), suggesting that the
deformation took place under hydrous low grade metamorphic
conditions.
Most commonly the basic rc=<k consists of chlorite, Fe-Ti
oxides, carbonate (calcite) and rare altered plagioclase
laths (Fig 7.4) occurring in a phacoid-shaped structure that
is visible in outcrop. The ellipsoidal-shaped phacoids are
less than 10 cm in size and oriented with their long axes in
a parallel array. Their shape and arrangement resembles that
of the much larger pillow structure in pillow lavas. Their
origin is puzzling, however they may result from shearing of
original pillow breccia during late (extensional) faulting

of the ophiolite.

7.3 Pyroclastic rocks

consolidated pyroclastic rocks occur in tne Mixed
Lithology Slice in two localities. The 1lithology is composed
of lapilli and ash in approximately equal proportions (Fig
7.5). The lapilli are very variable in size, with irregular
contours commonly outlined by rounded and concave shapes.
Lapilli contain quartz grains in microlitic texture and in
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Fig 7.5 Photomicrograph showing several lapilli (blue) set
in microcrystalline groundmass. Large lapilli are situated
in the corners of the figure, and the centre of the upper
right hand one is filled with iron oxides. Generally the
lapilli have vitric rims (dark blue) and devitrified centers
which are clearly visible in the small oval lapillus
situated to the left of centre of the figure. The 1lapillus
situated in the lower left corner contains several quartz
phenocrysts. In the fine grained quartzofeldspathic
groundmass (blue-grey), are quartz (colorless) and
plagioclase (polysynthetic twinned). The quartz grain
situated in central upper left hand side of the figure shows
corrosion. lLate carbonate alteration occurs, especially in
the groundmass (pale brown).

Specimen 139; X 1.5; crossed polars; bar represents 1 mm.

Fig 7.6 Photomicrograph showing shards (dark green) having
contours outlined by concave lines. Large elongate shards in
the left side of the figure are flattened, the smaller ones
in the upper right hand corner still preserve their
vesicular form. Small vesicle in the upper left hand side of
the figure is filled with guartz grains. The groundmass
contains devitrified material, large guartz (grey) and
plagioclase (central right hand margin) and calcite (pale
brown).

Specimen 133; X 2.5; crossed polars; bar represents 0.5 mm.







places quartz and plzgioclase phenocrysts.

Characteristically, the grain size in the central part of
microlite is larger than that close to the margins (Fig
7.5), showing a difference in the cooling rate. The quartz
phenocrysts, where present are commonly corroded. Some
lapilli are filled with dark-brown iron oxides.

Elongated and flattened shards of devitrified glass, which

are relics of an early spongy texture, occur commonly (Fig

7.6). The matrix of the shards and lapilli is composed of a
fine-grained quartz (but coarser grained than in lapiili)
and chlorite. Quartz and plagioclase (the latter with
polysynthetizc twinning) phenocrysts also occur, and are
commonly corroded. Late calcite in veins and porphyroblasts

forms about 5% of the rock volume.

7.4 Actinolite epidote schist

Actinolite epidote schist is composed mainly of
actinolite, epidote and subsidiary albite (X-ray powder
determination). The rock is composed of fine grained epidote
and albite with epidote porphyroblasts set in a
nematoblastic schistose matrix (Figs 7.7 and 7.8).
Actinolite laths up to 1 mm long in a radial arrangement are
also common.

Such rocks were likely produced by hydrothermal
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Pig 7.7 Strongly foliated actinolite-epidote schist with
granonematoblastic texture. Elongate actinolite laths (pale
green) impart a strong foliation (subvertical) to the rock.
Also in the foliation plane are epidote and albite bands. To
right of centre is a porphyroblastic aggregate of epidote
grains having its long axis parallel to the foliation.
Specimen 124; X 10; plane polarized light; bar represents
0.2 mm.

Fig 7.8 Detail of 7.7. Coarse-grained recrystallized
epidote grains set in a finer grained foliated matrix of
epidote-feldspar (foliation from upper left to lower right).
The larger epidote grain in the left central part of the
figure has a fractured core (orange) and an unfractured
overgrowth (yellow) on the rim. In the upper left corner of
the figure occurs a rare plagioclase grain. Note local
absence of actinolite.

Specimen 124; X 2.5; crossed polars; bar represents 0.5 mm.







metamorphism of basaltic rocks, and formed under greenschist

facies metamorphic (Yardley, 1989).

7.5 Metasedimentary schist

Coarse to fine grained (0.0l to 0.1 mm) metasediments very
similar to parts of the Spruce Brook Formation are
predominantly composed of quartz, feldspar and chlorite ¢
garnet. In muscovite- chlorite schist, subparallel flakes of
muscovite largely replaced by chlorite, form about < 5 % cf
the rock volume (Fig 7.9).

Garnet-muscovite schist consists of coarse garnet
porphyroclasts up to several mm diameter set in a fine
grained retrogressed matrix of sericite and chlorite with
relict plagioclase and quartz (Figs 7.10 and 7.11).

Grade of metamorphism in these rocks is not easy to
determine due to extensive regression to hydrous greenschist
facies assemblages. The assemblage quartz-plagioclase-
muscovite is stable over a wide range of metamorphic
conditions, the presence of garnet suggests that at least
upper greenschist facies conditions were attained, the
coarse grain size perhaps being more compatible with an

amphibolite facies assemblage.
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Fig 7.9 Fine grained metasedimentary rock with
granolepidoblastic texture originally composed of quartz -
albite - muscovite - accessory opaque oxide. Muscovite is
largely replaced by a green chlorite which forms weak planar
fabric or schistosity.

Specimen 134; X 2.5; crossed polars; bar represents 0.5 mm.
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Fig 7.10 Strongly foliated and retrogressed metamorphosed
garnetiferous schist. Garnet porphyroblast (strong relief in
7.10 and isotropic in 7.11) is broken and pulled apart in
the foliation plane. The lepidoblastic groundmass of
chlorite and sericite confer a strong foliation to the rock.
Also in foliation plane are aligned elongate quartz-
plagioclase veins aggregates (best visible in 7.11 in
central right margin).

Specimen 505-D; X 2.5; plane polarized light; bar represents
0‘5 mm.

Fig 7.11 same as 7.10; crossed polars.







7.6 Origin of rocks in Mixed Lithology Slice

Clearly, all lithologies in the Mixed Lithology Slice are
exotic with respect to the lower part of the ophiolite which

surrounds them. The volcanogenic lithologies have no clear

correlatives within the immediate vicinity. They are

tentatively considered to have been derived from the
stratigraphically higher levels of the local Ordovician
stratigraphy, namely the Baie d’Espoir Group, on account of
the variety of lithologies present and their low grade of
metamorphism.

The metasedimentary rocks, on the other hand, are
tentatively correlated with the Spruce Brook Formation.
These rocks were incorporated into the Mixed Lithology
after their peak of metamorphism. The extensive
retrogression, which characterizes this lithology, may

occurred during the emplacement of the tectonic slice.




Chapter 8

MINERAL CHEMISTRY

8.1. Introduction

Analyses of minerals from the ultramafic part of the Coy
Pond Complex were carried out on the electron probe
microanalyzer facility in the Department of Earth Sciences,
Memorial University. Details of the instrument and operating
conditions are described in Appendix 2.A.

Mineral chemistry of the following ultramafic units and
their main lithologies were investigated: the mantle
tectonite composed of harzburgite and dunite, the tectonic
mélanges composed of serpentinized and variably carbonatized
fragments and matrix, ana the transition zone comprising
layered clinopyroxenite and dunite.

Chemical data on the primary minerals (olivine, pyroxenes
and spinel) can potentially provide information about the P-
T conditions of formation, the occurrence of partial melting
and the depletion of the ocean crust, and about the
environment (mid ocean ridge or island arc) in which the
ophiolite formed. Secondary minerals generated during
widespread serpentinization (lizardite, brucite and
magnetite), serpentine recrystallization (antigorite and
chrysotile) and during carbonatization (magnesite, talc,

quartz) furnish additional information about temperature,




redox conditions and the fluid composition during these
processes.
This chapter has been divided into two parts on the basis

of the primary or secondary origin of the minerals.

8.2 Primary minerals

Hydration and carbonatization processes have affected all
of the lithologies to varying degrees, but some primary
minerals have survived in the basal tectonite and pyroxenite
cumulates. In contrast, in the tectonic mélanges, shearing
and extensive fluid circulation have resulted in complete
replacement of all primary minerals, with the exception of
Cr-spinel, which is apparently exceptionally resistant to a
variety of hydration and carbonatization processes, even in

the most sheared rocks.

8.2.1 Olivine

Twenty three microprobe analyses of olivine from various
lithologies have been performed: twelve are from
harzburgite, seven from dunite and four from the dunitic
wall of an orthopyroxenite dike in harzburgite. The analyses
are listed in Table 8.1 and Appendix 3.

The forsterite content of olivines from the mantle
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Teble 8.1. Electron microprobe analyses of olivine
from Coy Pond ultramafics

specimen 333 156 184 175
rock Hz Hz Hz Hz**
mean of 3 3 3 g 2

1 2 3 4 S
Si02 40.52 37.30 40.30 39.31 40.63
MgO 50.45 49.44 50.30 50.23 51.14
AI203 0.01 0.01 nd 0.01 nd
FoO* 8.681 11.78 8.70 9.69 8.71
Na20 0.02 0.02 nd 0.02 nd
CaO 0.01 0.00 nd 0.00 nd
Tio2 0.01 0.16 nd 0.08 nd
Cr203 0.00 0.01 nd nd 0.04
MnO 0.13 0.16 0.13 r14 0.12
NiO 0.35 0.52 nd 0.43 nd
Total 100.11 99.26 99.44 99.60 100.66
tetrahadral formulae based on 4 oxygens
Si 4+ 0.988 0.939 0.982 0.970 0.985
Al3+ nd nd nd nd nd
sum 0.988 0.939 0.982 0.970 0.985
octahedral
Mg 2+ 1.835 1.855 1.883 1.848 1.84°
Fe 2+ 0.175 0.247 0177 0.200 0.176
Mn 2+ 0.002 0.003 0.002 0.002 0.002
sum 2.012 2.10% 2.032 2.050 2.026

XMg=100Mg2 +/(Mg2+} +(Fe2+)+ (Mn2+)
Fo g1.2 88.1 91.2 90.1 91.2

* FoO as Feo total
Hz = harzburgite
Hz** = harzburgite fragment in mélange
column 4 = average of columns 1-3
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T.8.1p2

DR K AR ERK IR I CA ST T SIS A DSBS N " AE R DN Y EE W W N E

specimen 299 103 mean 108
rock Oun+ Dun+ Dun+ +
mean of 3 4 7 9

6 7 8 9
---==---'-B---=-.-II-‘-----'=.=-----..--.ﬂ- - .
Si02 40.39 40.83 40.64 40.43
MgO 50.08 52.47 5§1.44 5§0.56
Al203 nd nd nd nd
FeO* 9.00 7.22 7.98 9.32
Na20 nd nd nd nd
Ca0 0.02 nd nd nd
Ti0o2 nd nd nd nd
Cr203 0.03 0.00 nd 0.03
MnO nd 0.10 nd 0.14
NiO 0.18 nd nd nd
Total 99.70 100.63 100.23 100.48
totrahe drat formulae based on 4 oxygens
Si4+ 0.989 0.983 0.986 0.984
Al 3+ 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
sum 0.989 0.983 0.986 0.984
octahedral
Mg2+ 1.650 1.884 1.784 1.835
Fe2+ 0.183 0.145 0.161 0.189
Mn 2+ 0.000 0 001 0.001 0.002
sum 1.833 2.030 1.948 2.026
Fo 90.9 92.8 91.9 90.6

* FeO as Fe total
column 8 = average of columne 6-7
Dun+ = dunite in harzbur gite
D.in++ = dunitic wall in
pyroxenite dike
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tectonite varies from 88.1% to 92.8%. In detail, the range
of forsterite content in harzburgite is larger and slightly
lower, from 88.1% to 91.3%, compared to that in dunite,
where the range is between 90.9% and 92.8%. Four microprobe
analyses (Table 8.1.) from the dunitic wall rock to a
pyroxenite dike in harzburgite (the orthopyroxenite dike is
separated from its host harzburgite by a dunite layer
several cm thick) has a forsterite content of 90.6%. In
general, higher forsterite contents in olivine occur in more
strongly depleted peridotites, and forsterite content shows
an inverse relationship with NiO content (NiO varies from
0.52% in harzburgite olivine to 0.18% in dunite olivine).

There are no significant differences in the MnO content of
olivine from harzburgite (0.14%) and dunite (0.10 %).

Cr,0, in olivine from both dunite and harzburgite is below

the limit of detection.

8.2.2 Orthopyroxene

Of a total of thirteen microprobe analyses of
orthopyroxenes, seven are from harzburgite and six are from
an enstatitite dike. The orthopyroxene and clinopyroxene
microprobe analyses are listed in Table 8.2 and Appendix 4.

Orthopyroxene from harzburgite and from enstatitite dikes
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Table 8.2 Electron microprobe analyses and calculated formutae
of pyroxenes from Coy Pond ultramafics

specimen kKK 158 184 175 108
rock Hz Hz H2z Hz Hz dike
mean of 2 3 2 7 3 3
analysis 1 2 3 4 5 6
a====a-u:----ana---a---:----------n----------1
Sio2 56.79 53.97 57.12 55.96 57.13 57.62
MgO 35.03 35.34 34.80 35.08 35.14 35.07
Al203 0.42 0.79 0.63 0.681 0.50 0.33
FeO* 5.45 7.10 5.81 6.12 5.69 68.14
Na20 0.02 0.06 nd 0.03 0.08 0.02
K20 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Ca0 0.78 1.13 0.94 0.9% 0.78 0.57
Tio2 0.02 0.02 0.00 0.01 0.00 nd
Cr203 0.26 0.51 0.33 0.37 0.3 0.02
MnO 0.10 0.14 0.1 0.12 0.14 0.13
NiQ nd 0.13 nd 0.04 nd nd
Total 98.97 99.20 99.5% 99.24 99.76 100.20
tetrahedral formulas based on 8 oxygens

Si4 + 1.978 1.904 1.973 1.991 1.972 1.961
Al3+ 0.018 0.032 0.025 0.024 0.025 0.013
sum 1.992 1.9368 1.998 1.975 1.997 1.994
octahedral

Mg2+ 1.616 1.858 1.791 1.822 1.791 1.798
Fe2+ 0.187 0.208 0.167 0177 0.187 0.178
Ca2+ 0.029 0.041 0.033 0.034 0.033 0.020
sum 2.002 2107 1.9 2.0 1.991 1.994
XMg=100Mg2+/(Mg2+} +(Fe2+) +(Ca2+)

Mg 90.7 88.2 90.0 89.6 90.0 90.2
Fe 7.8 9.9 8.4 8.7 8.4 88
Ca 1.4 1.9 1.7 1.7 1.7 1.0

¢ FeO as Fe total
Hz = harzburgite
15 = orthopyroxene in harzburgite
8 = orthopyroxene in orthopyroxenite dike
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AmMEE ST - AST ES CSSEESS AN ESSET SN USRS S NRNTERAS RN E W
specimen 108 94~C 94-C 404-8 304 304
rock clino pyroxenite cumulate

mean of 1 3 3 3 3 3
analysis 7 8 - 10 1 12
'YYXE XX E 2 233 i3 7R B R R R R 2 B & & B 0 R B B 0 L E B B B R B B B
Na20 56.18 0.06 0.04 0.1t 0.06 0.03
Mgo 22.16 16.17 16.47 16.40 16.97 17.24
Al203 1.92 1.97 2.04 2.58 1.10 1.02
Sio 2.57 54.09 53.56 52.85 53.96 52.16
K20 0.93 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.0t
Cal 0.08 23.02 22.86 24.17 4.1 24.77
Ti02 11.59 0.14 0.1 0.17 0.0t 0.08
Cr203 0.05 0.51 0.56 0.43 0.48 0.32
MnO 0.44 0.11 0.1 0.11 0.09 0.09
FeO* 0.13 3.43 3.86 3.88 2.89 2.82
NiO 0.1 0.06 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.03
total 96.14 99.56 99.61 100.71 99.69 $8.57

tetrahedral formulas t - .ed on 6 oxygens

Sid+ 2.040 1,873 1.959 1.924 1.969 1.938
Al3 +iv 0.000 0.084 0.088 0.109 0.047 0.044
sum 2.040 2.057 2,047 2.033 2.018 1.983

octahedral

Mg2+ 1.200 0.878 0.897 0.889 0.924 0.95%
Fe2+ 0.078 0.104 0.118 0.117 0.087 0.087
Ca2+ 0.451 0.899 0.895 0.942 0.944 0.986
sum 1.729 1.881 1.910 1.948 1.955 2.028

XMg=100Mg2+/(Mg2+) +(Fe2+) + (Ca2+)
65.4 46.7 455 44.6 48.6 46.9
4.51 5.5 8.2 6.0 45 4.3
26.1 47.8 46.9 48.4 48.3 48.8

*FeO as Fo total
specimen 7 = clinopyroxene in orthopyroxenite dike
304 = clinopyroxenite block in mélange
$.11 and 12 = porphyroclastin clinopyroxenite
10 and 13 = neoblast in clinopyroxenite




which cut the harzburgite, is unzoned, Mg-rich with an
enstatite component from En 87.1 % to En 89.8% in
harzburgite, and from En 89.2% to 89.9% in orthopyroxenite
dike