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Abst r a ct

The Great oe prees rcn which struck a ll western , na t ion~

in the 19305 was a period o f ' g r e a t hardship for Newfound -

lande r s . Its burden s fell particularly hard o n tl)c

i..

.,' ,.

is land' s l oggers a nd t he i r families. Duri ng the 19305,

"f or a t leas t par-t; of the y,ear , nearly 6,000 Newfo undland -

e rs t o iled i n t h e . wood s. Whil~ some worked f 4J.l -time,

,many . laboure d part-time t o su pp lement t hei r meag r e

e arnings . fro, the ' f i~he ry . Their labour contri~uted

signffi ca ntly .to a fore s ~ products i ndustrY which, duri ng

t he 193 05, was ' regul~rly v alued at- ove r $15 miliion a yea r

and , tn J.1!any y ea r s , made up ove r 50 per c en t of the value

\ ...<, l ' of ' ,: he island's .e xp c ees , And yet , desp i t e their-. n~mbers ·
; .~nd t heir"co.ntrib ution to N~,wfound la~d" ~ economy ' ~e have

liea.rd~ l i tt l e , Of , t hese Lcqqe r s " lives and as Greg

\ Kealey puts it, " t he i r struggles to min i mize thei r

oppre~sio.n, a nd tc ' i mp r ov e t he l i ve s _ .~ f ~~~ i,.r_.~i!'!~ ._a nd

their c l ass . " Th is thee'Ls ex amin es the wor king lives .o f

f;lewfound land loggers ' during the Grea t Dep r ess ion , ene t e,

l abour p r oc esse s , s trikes, col l ective act ions and a t tempts

to or g a ni ze i n the l atter ha l f of the decad e . I n 1930

there we.r e n o uni on s .speci .fi<7b.,ll 'l f or l ogg ers. B'I.\ ~?39,

ho we ve r, t h ere were . thr ee 'unt cne , t h e Newfoundi'and. ,
Lumbermen' s Association , '''' t he . N"ewf ound l a nd Lab ou r ers"

Union , and the Workers' Cent ra l Pr otective Uni o n a ll of. ~ '.

vntcn . repre s ented loggers in t he r eg i o ns whe r e the y were



~ ' .

\.

· ' ;-.1

based . The Fishermen's Pro tective uni o n was also still
. "

ac t iLv e in, the 1930s negot iating aqr-eemen t s o n behalf of
." . ~

loggers '~n the n 6rthea~ast of t~e t s i e nd . This t h e s i s

l oo ks a t t he e mergence , ~~cture, and "e r r e cc.I v e na s a of

t he uh i ons and a t their d ama9 i Qg rivalries . In do Lnq so ,

i t c h a r ts t h e changes t h e s e o r g aniza t ibns f ,Orge1;1,' i n t be

r e l ations betwee~ labou r a nd c apita l in' the Ne wf ou nd l a nd

wb oo s ' be f ore Wo rld War I I.
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