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Abstract .

The Great Depression which struck all western nations
in the 1930s was a period of great hardship for Newfound-
landers. Its burdens fell particularly hard on the
island’s loggers and their families. buring the 1930s,
for at least part of the year, nearly 6,000 NewEound1and-
el EG1IEA. T S, WEGAE.  WhLTA. 6w woRkad fyll-time,
;many. laboured part-time to ' supplement their meagre
earnings from the fi;hery.. Their labour contributed
significantly .to a forest products industry which, during
the 1930s, was regularly valued at:over $15 miltion a year

5 and, in many years, made up over 50 per cent of the value
of the island’s exportsv.( And yet, despi(‘.e their numbers:
‘nd their contnhunnn to Newfoundland's economy ue have
Reard ( very 1little of these ‘loggers’ lives and as Greg
| Kealey puts it, "their struggles to minimize their
oppre;sion. and to improve the lives of their fam es_and
theif class." This thesis examines the workifig lives of
Newfqundland\ loggers during the Great Depression, their
labour proceéses, strikes, collective actions and attempts
to organize in the latter half of the decade. 1In 1930
there were no unions spe¢ifigally for loggers. By ;j:e;
however, there were. thrée ‘unions, the Newfcundiénd
Lumbermen’s Ass’cciatioh,"f the | Newfaundlan‘d Labourers’”
Union, and the workers' Central Prntective Union all of

which represented loggers in the regions where they were




& iii

based. The Fishermen’s Protective Union was also still

. v
active in, the 1930s negotiating agreements on behalf of

ToggeEReR e HovthaaRE Goant Grrths. taralll oNes Bhesis
looks at’ the emerqen:e,\tructure, and ‘effectiveness of
the uhions and at their damaging rivalries. In doing so,
it charts the changes these organizations forged in the
relations between labour and capital in the Newfoundland

wbods' beforé World War II.
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