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\ b
grandfnther .5 H, Horriscn, ptesented  me witl'k‘nn organized, -

.syn sized: collectlon of material that. déscribed t.he part

"of e he £ound me 1 and that stands ds a I

feprésentation of his knmlg;!"q“f. 5 e B I

- The origin ant aavaiapma‘c lof “the £ieldwork project

‘are’ described ana s 1118 history % sources ' of hi's 5l
knwledqe “are examlrﬁed wir.h emphasis on ‘the xnfluence of i Q

‘thetragitions of his home comminity and. f'amily backgroind.’ :
" & deséription of the of experidace. he accepted as .1 .
" part of his szgﬁuxémmje aid found }lseful“a’s e
- oxpressive behadiox is included. - The ihfluence of his it L,

|
worldviev ‘on uszknde:stanamq of Xnovledge in_ genéza1 an\i

| Ofithe ne:.dum: prcject in partlcular is Hiscussed, 2

his adopn.an uE an active role in relation to the’ prc)ect

s desoribed. . Auy graﬂafumer s self o1f image vent. through a
sewf c)(anges anung the project and these changes were i
in r.h.emselves dg inportant partof the p:esaneanbn Of his’
Knowledge. ~ Teir influerice on the Tinal picture of my ;

grandfather the project xevaa 1ed (s “discussed.. .

tg, 45 i
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= s, when I ltaxted nynast:)\- degree progzan in folk-
g

lon »at Memorial Univarsxty of Newfoundland, !nmenne had told
ﬂm that I would be wzit.i.ng my -thesis on the-.traditional ):nw-

" Zedge of an’'individuali I would have. beén astonished. Although

I vas faniliar vith the 1 method in’ant logical

4 £1eldwork that approach had never sppealed to me personllly.

© My 'interest in folklore summed from a tendency to seek out, 4
-

“and enjoy universals rat-.her (:han cu1turl:1 upaciilcl and’I; am

a culturhl detarmini.: atifeart. Thus, m idea that 1! wou}d\

: be' studying an ‘individnal's '*‘1_ to and : of
“ his ‘cu_nuxg would have se,emd_m@;ébax;le, While it is true
" that some of the graduaté students in.Nemorial's Department Of
Folklore vere vaz)'én;g ont -studies Qﬂ-inaiviam-‘ and while it ,
~was Known' that n?» mpé:t encouraged “this kind of study, I
sever, thought that I would be afhcbad by, this enphasis.}
Beiig a aetmuu:, I shold have knewh Better: F

lsee wu‘fred Warehim,’ Bocial Changs’ and. Nasicii. Tisdition:
.- the'Role of Singing in the ufe of & Newfoundland T
Traditional Singer (St. John's: - Nemorial University of
Newfoundland M.A. Thesis, 1572“ Richard:Tallman, The
Tall Tale Tradition and the Teller: A Biographical-
Contextual §tudy.of a 5to; uner Robert Coffil of -
Blomidon, Nova Scotia (St. John's: Memorial University
. ©of Newfoundland Phd, Thesis, 1974), and Martin Lovelace,
| The Life History of a Dorset Folk Healer:  thé Inflience
. of Personality on the Modification of a Traditional Role.
(St. John's:" lyEmn.aI UmvaziI'Ey of Newfoundland M.A.
{* Thesis, 1975)%
:' Raymond 'Cox is working ‘on the study of a marine blacksmi’th
for his M.A: degree and Paul Mercer.is writing his M.A.
thesis .on a St. John's ballad maker, Johnny Burke.




Pa. B, Morrison, fy grand!ad\e: an4 z stuted ouz '
prssant zalntio:nsh_{p 0 1969 when. I Tae my hgme:in.
“ ' " Woodstock; New Brunswick to_attend the Univérsity of
L7 UlMew Brunswick in Frederiéton, sixty niles downr.avar.
i My Qzandfathe:, whose ‘hose my in fanay. had shqred p
;mtil.ﬂ"d.s &

veek to tell h.'un what I was' doing. I‘ ﬂid and ‘ha wrotu S

o I.had’ o

J :nt.har began a seri.es of :etuement.- pro;ec

{ Y gaked” hin oncé t5 write a short fa:nny, xustqryl and o,

and l'u.s ‘own ﬁalrrlly Later,’ ‘his, son, .um Mo:xiFon, Managing

*pastor of' The naux Gleaner in pzedenc%on. fiaa it pnnma
! and my grjandfathex: enjoyed senAmg copx&s te enbers. of’ |
. . the famu.y. I

972 ‘he had a long wendue upgtar.).on anﬂ, e
& & aftex his :ecovery, was ﬁeela.ng very qooa. 1 gzaduated from, o

T unLversh:y and wé took : a three week dn.\u.ng ‘tour of Scn:land '

; g

'y, H. Motrison, Ths s%ranger
. Brungwick Pxess, 1972




When he had written as much ds he cdula ‘about that, he
turne\-i o ‘the collectxnn of slides of Scotland he: had put -
* tége,ther :zam sgme 2F had takan when we were on our trlp y

8 ™
ana some he Had bought. . He wiots'a  seript ana produceﬂ a T

slxde show vrith mus::c and a taped rommentary on' the . 'scenes.

»
.

mtetvxewer :.r.h a: s;mgle 1nfox1nnnt. Aboit | this time iny!

/' that He' was restless and’ 1uo1ung

grandf athar was writing '

I photocopled the first chapter of the .

and’ mmled it to him, suqqes:uur r_har. he answer

“the'g stichs from his memory of growing up in his home

cnmm\rm.ty, Milltbwn, New Brunswick. : A i

Ségm 5 Suilleab.hain, A Handbook'of, Trish Polklore’
e (Detroit: - The - singxng Tree P:ess, 1970) 5




]

. In a fav,-vnu' time ‘T relceived a sixteen page type-
written booklet, cmplate vith a lkatc.h map, in the mail:

my grandfather's answers to the gueuuannun. I uas

impressed by the aanﬂ he had zmm-d from expezience
sutyyeaxs past and; as 1t was close to the end of winter
" term, I-decided to' take the Handbook home to’New B:unswick
for the three month summer ‘break. | My grandfather ‘was
suxpus#d that there was so much more‘to- the book w}mn >
Ahowa‘ it to h.{m, ‘but he aqre:d to work on' npuwerxng the

Crést 5 the questions
[

doing m:, setting ‘aside an hour ‘or itwo evez& afteinoonlm
write: . When he finished typing a chapter and had - made it
into a booklet with a coloured construction paper:cover and
the title of the chapter printed on the front, he would hand
1t ‘over to me to tead. . A8 E cvisited quite often with him 4
and @y gz.mmau that summer T got regular progress reports.
He p:e’snted me with the last booklet a £&w weeks' before I

had; to return to Newfoundland in September. Just before I !

left I asked him to write me a biographical sketch.that

serf the ’quu'uonnaue“ahs-erd in’the context df his' life.

In July, of ‘that summer my friend Allan Stairs, a

phllosophy student at the Unlvetaa.ty of Western ontario,

had"starfed a folklore collecting project. U He wasrlnte:'es_tve’l_i

in local proverbial expressions and we made a few field , | -~

1. P
trips together and had di.sé\xused his project -on-the'local
i i . - SRS 4;

He''spent the rest of the summer. . ' . |




radio station open line which my

‘ heard.? one day when Allen stopped by my grandparénts’'

house to visit my, grandfather told him some proverbial . *
dsions that he d ‘and Allen wicte them down.

After that, whenever I came'by to visit my'grandfathér-— |
|

would haye’ several proverbial e;xpx‘essic‘l\'nsv, which he called

1\
"one liners", wrltten on slips ot paper %tting on the

tahle beside his chai. He,.would read then\ to me:  "About

as'big as,a pint of peanuta" "0dd as the Devil's eff-éx"

and then pass them Uvex, at fi#st ior Allen and then later -

on' £ox iy own collection: - ‘After I returned to Newfoundland

in- th,e fall hg contlnued to sand the - "one liners" in the.mail:

- The fieldwork project T. ‘had been wnrk).nq onoall s

‘and had\planned to \lse ‘for my thesis . topic was not qoinq

(oo well: I spoke to.Dr. Halpert and he appmvea the
material my q:andfathex hfd given me for a thesxs top1c4

CAt uus “time T thought that T weuld approach the tupm as Co
“a Pnzthodologu:a}. prgblem, for: I still was sot :.nteresced in

a mainly biographical ooty My grandsather vas pleased

_+that his work.’ was, considered « od encuqh ‘for use in such a

preject and ﬁappy tfna: ‘he would'be helping me

( uhivers ty degree. A few weeks after ‘my arxival in St. Jﬁfxn s,

‘his {ypewntcen autoblograrhy céne | tot: the unr page "

"Bot POUEri” has, heen ‘one’ of andstock ‘Radio Station
©Jcy's longestirunning: programmes. * This programme was
kS peﬂ' see’ MUNFLA 75-88, C2488 A T




e inont By the tine that vas fmuhea T ks fémiu‘ar g

5 had writtem. [ 4 x'eturned to Woodstock for Christn\as break

with a list of questxons ‘based. on; what he had already iven

e .in his ;esponses to the, Handbook, and a- tape zecorder.

 material (stories

& slxps ok paper, papexc}lpped to. his weekly letbers. He

" called these bits and pieces "squxbs" and wrote! them down

as they cane fnto ms ‘head. - Because I had mentioned - “that [

ehronological outline I had suggested, but twenty-fxve}

" typewritten pages. )\ﬂ:er :eadmg it I.realized that my

grahdfather's attitude tovards’ the project had‘changed
and that this could not help but -change the einphasis of

my study in ways which T will describe later. . i
i
i

1 spent the’ fall seméster of that year making a
subject -index for my grandfather's” answers to the
é ‘séilleabhdin quéstionnaire. . I keypunched the subject

titles Dntc :omputer cards and flnally ended . \with over

16,000 xtams On ar two hundred sl.xty—s).;c P

e con;\pucex

w;\.th the

it énswexs and T haa

Heanwhile my grandfather had not been Ldle. He 'had

‘regularly sent me lists of "one liners" and other kinds of.

rhymes;. tongue’ twisters and riddles) on' ey

I was Sncsxested J1n storias he had take‘n a stenagrapher s

nctehoak and had alphabetxcally mdexed thﬁ pages o ho%d @3 "l

mnemomc phrases for the stones he had not. yet told{\'l\e‘ 8 e




e S
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#te.rnéon of ‘every weekday £or. the intervieis’ ‘and se,1 !

He had also gone through boxes of snapshots and put £o-
v i e B

. gether a photo album that described his Gwn life, and

“sent. me his “file. of newspaper’ clippings of a colymn he

had written for the Woodstock gqgl.e. . ¥ (

'T had told my grandfather that I wanted to.do some1
more fieldwork with him when X came horme. that Christmas.

\ and he‘was dager -t begin woxki.ng. He sot aside’ the i

would go: m

S, hcuse evary day. on the first mtervxem

e read ne a. lut of questions about the ‘nature. of .2 th

Iand about ﬂu.s th&ﬁls in- partﬁ.cular, aﬁd had me: an!wax‘ hhem

on tape. . dnce Le Léarried whaf\ zideas ware he maégﬂa.n Gt

Q' cover

h.ne of What he thought' we 'she nd enught con

stancly to see that T vias organized in my gathez‘xng and ’
xecorémg of the maceriul The questions T ‘haa wn.tben i
fomerf the basis of jour tape tecnxded -intervieus. Gramp

eoniliE dasy to d:.gzess, ana concentrate on"his| un 4 |

_Eavourite topics “but for. the tapes e stayed Very

e quest.lonnax:e format.. | Whem we'were not. officially I

regording, hut sxttan and "talking by ocurselves. of wit

other Family membexs, I would pften take handwxxttan nutes \

on what h.E said. He contl.nued to write dabm items on slips

~
of pape: and he would' pzesem: me. Wxth a’ small pl.le uf these

notes dach :mé 1 came ‘to.see him..

1
o oy

‘use tol .




% : " A typical interview would find my grandfather and, me
gitting in easy chairs in the living room, fape %ecozder
" between.us, Gramp holding the microphone so he could shut
it off during interruptifhs; very much in control. He
\ . would change the resl of taps when it came to the end and
" " facked the machine up for i Tie ‘every time I. went home. Our

o tape recorded interviews would usually Yoot e o Babin

g Lo Howrs, then I night spena the restiof the afternoon with
5 ‘him and my grandmomg:, share a'meal and t_hen 90 Pame ol
:‘ the day's tapes.

work'on a’ table of cotitents Although

- gormal i} ;nne, our’ 1nde:v1ews were axways hé1d m a

relaxed

probably e we had sat-and talked

7. that way, without the t pe recuzdex, many~ imes before. My,

-gtandfathes: chosd ‘the rnom, Tis' areanganeis i f_he hours, :

all of which weré. the sanb in nis’ everyday life: 'an -

ordinary aiterndon wculd find h;.m s;tting -An his .U.Vinq

room chair," reading and wntching sel%wd televislon f 1
1 i
programgs. B i

NSRS Tes

“In January 1515 I :etumed to Newfcundland with nine-

teen }{ours ai tape ald two baoks of | f.l.eld note' . That— was
the end of the, fom_a :

coneccing. ‘but my grandfat_h;er con-— .

tinued tg send e "

quibs" and pieces of information which I

£:.1ed under "Mis:ella)eaus .a list of nicknames|common

‘in the Gompunity, “an’ essay about the cutxent—gta?e ‘of inter—
national uffam, and a list of Scots dialect words he faa

N

B




heard used in Milltown in his youth, to name a few, It

had become cléar to me by this’ time’ that sy informant saw
" the project as a deséription of his own perﬁonql developmenr. R
for he described the mater{.al he. sent e in mcreaslinqu 1
personal teims. Be often. wrote to encourage’ me au:fmg this - |
term and a'fter I'took a full-time job away(frmn the|university. }

Z I returned to New Brunswick .on visita T would ake . 3 ;

f:.eld notes about things we discusy . and,’ as j began S

to wzite, sent drafts ‘for his ériticisml chgver, for Bim.,

“the ‘thesis project was aver and the :est was’ up to

s pro ects i aftex mé

My g

work was' done:

‘He pm: together anothier slxde shw o

famous! battles 'of Scotland.: Then one of the mmmi

. the Hoodstock public ‘library. asked him ‘to wozk.@n
He made

a [rlame

.Lndexvfexq their local History collection.
and 1«: was ‘feady or’ the rext summer's flow of tour)
1ocidng £or qeneologi;:al information. In Ap.ril 1976
becape! 111 ‘and! has:! not'at ‘this. time. fuily recovered, so-- i

tof hig enezgy has been di‘xecteﬂ towards' ge:m[:g better.

Hwever, my ‘uncle: Jl.m Morrison brought ?ut from whete he

had kept ehen £or yanrs ‘ar colla:tion of| children s stories |




‘Goals

“How these peoﬁ:xe, wheii” motlvated,

ritten acdounts of their ufe experience r.rat are ai

This Work attempts to study an individial, from seviezal
Foints of views. & ‘condensed ‘survey of his life based op his
written and spoken presentation of it, an ekamination Qf his
expx‘assive behavior and how it relates to his 1argéx X -

ledge, .a di i of ‘this knowled as part Df worla iew

and as an extension of his self ,unage. Through my. presentacicn J

‘of 'these points of view I'try to ﬁ.;iow huw pecple who! are.

lite!ate and attxculate can l{e goog, folklure infomants and

‘car "on “their own- " produse

infox‘mat].ve and ‘as, useful ‘to (‘_he Eolklori.st .as Lhe oral

r & ;
3 acco\mta that havs been the standard in fclklore scholarship.

I 'tiy to do this by descr,!.bing a £ieldvork experience
with an individual 1n£omant, A. H. noxnsun, who also happens
to be'my grandfather: - 'T:taik abaue how my- grandfather
redcted to ‘the study of lumself as. a iembet of ‘a cultire anda’

what 'T laarned a.bout_ \:he natuxe of folklore f.rum watulung

His xesponsa

fxa 3 2

Firat T present a descrxption‘b‘f - grandfathax s<life,

» @wélling on the fomatxve

based on xnfoxmat!.on h.e gave

E ’years spenr_ in }us home cmv\munxty and ms personal, d\evelcp-

ment thexe». The origin and jcultural contéxt of much of his
knuwleage is ‘described here; preparing. the way for'a

dxscusSLon OE his attxtude towards r_his kncwladge and his

exptessxon “of it




 In Chapter Three I describe ‘and give examples of his

. exp:essive behavior, that part of his knowledge my grand—

fatfier originally saw fit to exclude_from his

of ‘the thesis material. I talk -abofhow his education -
influem:ad his attitude towards this particular kind od

knawledge and gave him | {2 split view of performance of

: t:ndi.t:ional material. ‘I point out. that my grandfather has

a; well defined aesthetl.c’ in xelatl.on tc expx‘eisl.ve hehavl.ox

and t.hat h.ts adaptat).on ?f ttadxt).nna.l o:al materlal to

the med:m.m of: print reflects. this aesthetx.c. "I ‘tiy to show
!
Ty his split viey of ‘expressive, behavior; réflectsd in

his transforming oral matefial into print, is itself part

6f ‘a-long adxu.pn that ‘Has ‘rarely been studied'. ‘I’ examine

" his adaptation of tradit).onal expiessive ‘behavior, to h:.s own

 giyle and. purpose ‘as,a ‘part of -a: common folklore process

v

and”talk about how it’ nté into nis undgrstandmg of the -

material’ ingelation to hig 1ar1;er Knowldge [ e s

Chaptet Fou: ccnsidéxs my grandfather's woxl‘dview in

[terms of the l.nfcrrmatlon [ne chooses 't zepresent his

slgnlflcant knowledge. e o descsze the ll.nu.tatl.ons of thl.s -

Significant knowledgé and his ‘use, of 2 specific natrative

Then I discuss™

‘form in summax{xzmg his unaexstanamg of it
“how nur smu-ed worldview mnuenced his -presentatxun uf ‘,
the mateng;. iy qran\ifathet ‘adopted the Toles of informant,

collector and analyst‘and pzesentgd_infom}stioﬂ to me as an




o
&

He, the'individual being studied, be-

. came the collestor. The last part of this chapter ;

| aiscusses’ his reaction to the, rl.iffa.rent worldview presented
in thy 6 s-u.neahmﬁn quascumnme and how this led to his
clearly dafr.nlng and talking sbout nis understanding of

i kndffledge and the- vl;:i\funcjt:.cuu in the world.
3

v
. organized \whole.

The en hasis in Chapter Five,is on - grandfather's
nd his vgrquenta’tlon of dt. H.xa T-give his

aco:ung his'life history’ ana nnung in'ie

‘ ; _self Lmaga
w0 xeactiun c:L
patterns: that juéuusd pagt . act action. that he h-d prevxnu:ly
:e&ettea. T descri.be His use of pe{.onu expariance :

\
narrative- tom to :ummanze ‘his feelings abom: his-life

and try to ahmv How his pzesentauon of these led to chugan
his uttitudn fowards and subsequent xepteuentation of his

% Vife hist tory. | ° .
/* “Chapter Six'is'a di ion of the used in
the project ,Ln the light Of its possible valué to folklore*

I ccment on the lack ‘of interest asiong folklorists

= studxes.
in studying t.he mlauon of the ordinury, non-artistic
M z, to, show how my grandfather

. ind.widual to his culture.
was paxc of'a t:aditiun of autobmgzaphicu presentation in
e that ‘motivatés an oramary

that he shared thg experien
im, and 1

. person ‘{j -erv. and xecord the 1i£e aroun:
discuss huw an \xndaxltanding of - this kind Df motivation can
I also examine the use: of the

be useful to the folklexist.
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questionnaire method in studies of this ki.n? and’ briefly
consider my grandfather's work from the pomt of view of ) |
its usefulness to the oral historian. Finally, I comment

dn the influence on methodological effectiveness of the

mfurmant/researcher relationslup. ’

Methods af reference . 5 .

‘The trouble wu:h hawing an' artlculate .tnformant who 7 bR
] .. presents his 11£e and \knwladge in written form, then -,

3 el e ‘organizes and analyses ‘ft;.is ‘that the’ reseu:hér 's >

'ccmments and mterpxecatmns Took pallid besxde what has

e from he best authorlty on’ the suh—_)ect. This; however,

. 14 fiot why. T have'left so much of my. q:andiacher s présent-
ation out of this study. It \15 8 n;ply Lhat there was ‘too

much-material of ¢onsistent qual).ty to justify including

- . any large part of. l€ and leaving the rest out. So, I havg

\‘uked only short-quetations fmm ‘his presentatiun throughout
s put the substancé of ‘the wnxk;.s my ‘grandfather's; I have

merely put it into defezent (often less effective) .}anguaga .

_and added a seéond pﬂxnt of view, reorganizing and interpreting.

|5 Host, of the texts I,h\ave used”as examples in this study / i
aré from my gtandfar_her s wriccen work... Nany of ‘the I nave

heakd/)um tell and Some of \:hese are alsa on_the tapes in

‘the Memor1a1 Unl.versxty o Newfnundland Folklore am‘l Language

Azg:h.we. I have preferred ‘to use thekwrxvtten,versxuna,, not

%

» L % ! s q
’ 1

i
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only because they were already in the same medium I was
using but because, for ;ny gQandfaf.hez, the written tellings
were just as valid for pzesencfmhun in this work,. if nét #
more so, ‘than his oral versioms. For my grandfather, written

versions-are always to be preferred. I have used a few

nd' £xom my own |

quotatioﬂs from the upezeca:aed‘ interviews

notes -héwevet, because some wWaterial was availahle only .m
that fom.‘ Since these sources are not e‘as:.ly avaxlahle to

t‘.he meudex‘ I have adnpted fn)‘ use ‘in:the annotation the

symtem Edwarﬂ D Ives devised for classification of taxtﬂ

t the Norfheast Axchives of - Folklore and Oral History:
1’l‘£xts marked "A" are accurate verhata.m L\fanscripts f:nm the

" are not ve;batxm

tape recorded interviews. Texts marked *
but still very ‘close to my’ informant's exact words and

vphrasi.nq._ Those marked "C" are Wwhat my infor*nant told me,

“but in my words, Texts_markad "D" are given éxactly as they 7

were written down by the informant,®

| o « i
4 Quotations £rom either the tapes or by gran:m*e

written material ‘aré also- identified my the accession number
which- describes -their, location.in the Memorial Univexsity of

Newfoundland Folklore ‘and Language Arch).ves, fox example

75-88. “rapes are alsc idéntified by their tape number, for
J

Scdwird D. Ives, "A'Manual for Fieldworkers", Northeast
Folklore, 15 (1974), 54.° I.am convinced that this is a
‘Very useful method, .especially when it is posgible .t

i ant again (and again to get "repeats”
ns of -the Same material, but not
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- refers to my grandfather's booklets of typewritten responses , -

_ to the Handbook. "The fape recordéd interviews™ means the . . .

x * series of Lnterviews. based on ehe questionnaire answers f_hat

my and I reg bgween 17 b 1,97& and © a,

GE O L. of ehree' yors " [ s'I use in f:eldwark e

;
P % . J 1
12 January 1975. "The.field notes" refers to the ontents‘ o }:
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but’ have referred ‘to' the Aar:

,' . . ) SR I,

example, C2494. In the Appendix to this work there is a

list of the con of my s collection, noting ¢

~ : '
‘the parts’of -them that have been placed in the MUNFLA for .. *
safekeeping and the use’ of.future researchers.’ My field T 1

notes have not been placed in the archive and I refer to- -
e i )

them by notebook and page number, for exdmple, Fieldbook<, %

}
3t

3

E

10..- For Folktalés T have made no attempt ‘to be imaﬁséive

Type of the _Folktale,

stith Thompson's

Bnughman s !ﬂe and Motlf Index of the Folktales Of Bﬂslaﬂ
and Noritil Anerica, Gershnn,‘begman s Rationale nf the Dirty |

atl.f Index nf Fulk theratu

Joke* and a few’ puhllsh.ed collectlons, tO show thelr tradit-

ional nature.a =

e i - . G
For the purpose of referridg to parts Of the caueccmn 3

throughost .the’ study I have given short names 'to thése parts

I use most ftequently. To begin, ‘wrhe §sdilleaBhdi

questionnaire" or "the H’ ndbook " x‘eﬁers to Séar O suil a.bhain s 5

"Handbook of Trish’ Klore® “rhe uestichngise ansvele® , .

- S e .
Tsee pages 198-205.7 7 - bon i i §

8antti Aarne ‘and Stith 'rhcmpson, THe Types of the % “
Folktale:. A ClasSification and Bibliography (Helsinki: ¢
Suomalainen Tiedakatemia, 1961); Stith Thompson, Motif

+-Index of FolK Literature (Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, 1955-1958); -Ernest Baughman, Type

and Motif-Index of -the Folktaleseof England and North
‘  America.(The Hague: Mouton and CQ.,.1966); Gershon
.. Legman, The Rationale of the Diffly Joke: an Analysis
of Sexual Humour (New York: Grové Press, 1971).

j

!

1

H

96’ sdil1eabndin, . i . Nt }
: an 3 ‘ !
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g : THE MAN AND HIS LIFE ' ’

B e " This cha‘pter is'meant to'be a hithy' condensed, fairly i
objedtive,account of the 1ife’of the subject of the stidy.
"I _have tried to keep analysis of the subject's character

s separace‘for treatrient in anatbez chapter although I have i

included: s descriptmn of the development of his

TR . characte,r heze': The chapcu is preéanted as'a description |

of - thg inicrmant in some histor.ical cobcexc to enable ‘the .

x‘ead&: to exama.ne th.e evi

ence before deci\img whethe

‘or

fot to agree wJ.(:h my. Lnterpretatlon of it 1ater on. ik e

i
i
\
L
%
1

‘1‘0 ccns\:ruct t:h.'\.s l:hapter ‘I have” d:awn froui tha entlre

coll(ect:u:n the wutten quesuénnax’ e repligs and| auto~

biography; tx;e t ped 1m:erviews and notes ‘hade- by e dunng’

His autobl.ogxaphy, for axample, alone would ‘i1l

at least sixtythesis pages.- Alsb I wanted to shbw his llfe

in the. £u11er contgxt”of ‘the ccmmum.ty where b spem; his,

formative: years.v The pxctuxe of Milltown, the ques,uonnaue

responses give provides this context. that his autohxogtaph.y,

3 wmch dwells on’his adulr_hood, does nct. Tms “cons tiuct”

rbxography cons;.sts

\descr.\p ions of the comlnunxty and iy

of ru.s cmracce: development in :e1ac1an to his place in’it




i

s

‘account. ,

description of his adult years in enesaloatiaL pideE,
still with reference to character development but in not
as much detail. T have not attempted in this chapter to
document from historical spurces the informstion presented,
preferring to let the fotal picture come from what he has

given me. However, there are sections where I have been

e with i on that my i could not ° .

make compiete, s T did with the description of his in-

iancy- AlBO/"I have anluded 08 few, places, Lnterpretatxons

made by His ws.fe, whian, T felt they would clarify his Gun

T submitted e_he dxuﬁt of this chapter’ to my
g:mafa«-_hsﬂ for his inspecuucm._ He read. it and a

itas'an accux:ate protrayals: any changes he made, in com:ent.

all of whxrch were, addxtxons, I have, msen—.sd into the text.
< |

They are marked by brackets. -
: i

e




Like towns of similar size throughout heafily forested
- had gained a candy factory, shoe factory, tobl factory.and
‘same firms. Men and wemen both worked ‘in the factor

{1

i

!

. until they were old enough £g work in the factories, usually - a
x!

stopped by the mid—n:.neteenth century, it was a peaceful,

19

In 1896 the cally linked in onal
border towns of Milltown, Maine, St. Stephen, N.B., Calais,
Maine and Milltown, N.B. were enjoying ; moderate prosperity.
"
northern Maine and-New Brunswick, they had suffered from the
gradual death of the nineteenth century lumber trade but
during the last quarter of thel century they had experienced. [

an economic revival in the form of small industry. 'St. Stephen

chemical' and, soap’ manufactiring plants, Calais two. ‘shoe
iactonas and m.nwwn 4 textile mill, Famming op1e‘of

SCo‘cs—IrLsh immigx‘ant stack who usedto woxk part ‘of the’

year in-the'lumber’ woods. weke: gradially moving. from kiig 3 H"
rural aréas surroinding the border towns to’live close to - '

l:he actories where they ?ould work all yeax’ round for the | ‘,

s. and the].x‘

combined incomes could buy a house-and a plof of land large
enough for a vegdtable"garden, & fod hens dnd a cow. I¢

was +n 1ndividualistie, work-centred society; churchgoing

was the most important ‘sogial'ac;iviﬁy in strongly Protestant

communicies.- . Children in.the towns’ fan\ilies attended School £

at age £ourteen. Since most ].mmigz‘atlon into u:e region had®

homogenous -society and. thére was less,of ‘the public: - |
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drunkenness and rowdyism that had given the towns a bad
reputation ‘in the lumbering days. The U.S.-Canadian
border was| quiet enough' to hardly exist in the minds of
the local ,people: the four towns really made up one commun-

ity and %esidents trnvelled easily from one side of .the

. st. c:oix/ River to the other, to work and to buy and to

marry, aq they had done for a hundred years. *

stig.lman and Annie Towers had come to Mllltown, New
BrunswxaL as newlyweﬂs in the 1860's.” He was an American

nillwright who Wad met Annie Cowan while workig in her

- home topn’of sr;ip'aa:bou:, Nova: Scotia. wm‘T in MiTltown's

sawmil. bxaugm: them to ‘J.:.ve i ‘the border tpwn and’ they )
rm.sed a famly af\:hzee maxw’ daughtera Adelme and Emma,
and ‘a.son Jesse,.. Emma rarried a cotton mill -worker and
stayed in the town, Jesse went co the States and raised a
family there and Adeline met Oran Morrison, recently arrived

from Little Ridge to learmthe weaving trade.

Oran was one of six brothers and’ sisters bora and raised

“at, Litf.le Ridge, a farming community about ten.miles. from

vHilltovm His' father Peter was a grandson of a Scots
Présbyterian mmlster who 'had led lus £lack, & aisbanded
:egi.medc £rom Sutherlandshire and thetr fanilies, to.Canada
at the beginning of the century. Peter qa(zxed_a Pomeroy
girl from the district ‘and they lived at Little Ridge uptil

within a fé years of their deaths in Milltown. -
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Two of their dadghters, Adeline and Caroline, married
and 1ived in Maine.’ naugm'a.- Eveline maryied a Gleason
from Gleason's Point, about twelve miles from miilrown,
and lived, there. Daughter Ella married and lived in
St. Stephen. Their son, Albert, moved to New York and °
raiged a fanily there, son Will moved to California and
aventually became Chief of Police in Oakland, and son’ Oran

married Addie Towers of Milltown.

. Oran ‘and adeline Mortison' s firse. Home was, & company

Tow house cnrQueen Street, irithin wam;—.g dxstance of the

cotton nil1; They vere perhaps more’ independent and serious /"

“hinded: n\ the usual young' cnuple. they kapt to themselveF

“not caring Tmeh fu: even family Visit(_ng. _oran’progressed

at his work in' the cotton mill, regularly passing over his

pay envelope to Adeline, who proved to be an able household

manager. . Their first son, Jéx’nes; was Hoxn in the Queen

Street\house in 1891 and he was six years ‘old: when Albert
‘Werman, my grandfather and the subject of this' study, drrived

on April 28th, 1897)
.

Although r_he baby Herman was. sickly and the doctors

told' his mother it was 11ke1y he wonldn't 11ve, /photograph

- taken suu\mer Df 1897 shows a round faced and con(:em:edl,‘

it sombihat solemn, 'baby. ' Ade1ine wagiari able afd deter-

* mired mother and,. as she had me other infants to care for

[




" blocks away £ron'the Canadd Cottons Mill. S e
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when Herman was born, he thrived. ‘The Queen Street house
where he spent his first year was a quiet, secure place.

It was warm enough and theLe was plenty of food and there
were no léud noises or sudden moves tp sfartle him: his
brother James had learned by this tilme not to run; jump or
shout in the house and there were few visitors to fuss over .
hin. His mother and father did not fuss over him, either;
although his mother was comstantly available, neither parent
was demonstzauve and the baby was not handled or. cjddled

oversiuch- < B B S

‘During Herman's first year nis’ father's parents, ‘who
had, movea from utde Ridge and bought a house on ch)m:h}
Street,  died /and Herman's, family moved fnto thexr house. :
This 4wor storey, wood—frame.house was larger than the
Company. place and it'had a barn atfached angga long varah

on’the side/ It'was in this House that Herman grew up,. two

During his first few, years Herman seldom-léft the

“'security of his home and when he' 4id go dht it was with his

‘mother. As hegrew ‘old anough he. vas dllowed to play ‘ot~

doors but his parents were careful of ‘hin And kept Him close
o Biia, “They” also watched the' nelghhourhood ‘children he
met.and if the play begsite oo rough,. ps it 4id one tire he

came home with. iiose bleed:_ng ana cmr.mng torn after a

football gane ; he was told thj’: he cbuld not play that game,.
b




:

or with those children, again. 'He began to notice that
his p‘a:em:s had different ideas ,about children than did
the parents of othef children his age. Other children

chose their own friends and; as long as they didn't go

.too far from homg, their parents seemed not to pay much

attention to what' they dfd. They did not seem to mind,

either, when neighbours' children game to their homes and
sorietines they even invited the visitors inside. Herman's
patents, on the other hand, did not:like hin playmg with

other ‘children for . any le.ngth of itire, told him which games

. 'he was allowed and wh.[ch he was ’not, and” only allwed other

children b0 visit if they vere with ‘their parents

& Since
‘they rarely had ‘adult visa.tozs, Kerman did not often have:

other. children’to- play with inside, .

In the Spring - followin: 9ent:ance, my birthday
arrived. I had been. invited to’several during-the-
winter and not knowing how . these affairs were arranged,
‘came home from school on the big .afternoon followed by
nearly all fiy_classmates. "I had simply invited them
without ‘my pafents knowledge: .I can still see my
Mother, . standing on' the'back verandah and looking
disturbed. Fortinately, she had a full crock of cookies
and.plenty: of| ‘skim milk ' (we had two cows
was_the party. ' There being. nothing organized, the
children drifted away. one.by one. I do not. recall .
‘that any held . this ‘against me. - In the years following; :
I was'no.more fortunate'than at that time. Apparently
‘my: Mother did: not believe :in-partiés.for;we had none.
‘Nevertheléss, I was invited-and did ‘attend several
at-other Homes' during 'the years until that tifie when .
some pride entered my conscicusness. . From that moment,
I consistently declined all invitations. ' Another brick -
| was laid on’the foundatxon of ‘my charanter.

mmrm 75-88, Questionn ire Answers, ch. V, 3. Text.
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His parents kept him close tohome with chores, too:
_1itfle household jobs at first, like xuq'beat'u;g or'going +
to "Miz" Lawless up the street for a teacup full of yeast.
Then, as he grew older, feeding the cows, keeping the
voodb-’c;x full and shovelling snow became his chores. Since
there werpn't many children in the fanmily Herman had more
chores thhn most’ other boys his age and, as well, the jobs
that ordinarily the girls of the family would do.-
R ® : ;
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26

This pattern was so well mtablish;ad by the time he
ad‘rted school that even with the day to day cox;tht with
children hJis own age'he spent most of his play time alone.
‘Gradually he began to know his neighbourhood and the
countryside around. His House was next ddor to the Anglican
Chuich which was.mext|door to the High School which stood
on the ‘cornex of Church and Queen Sitreéts. In the other

airection, headan avay from town, there was "The General

Farnhari's house next to his. . “The Gener#! and his wife

were a rztired unuple whu Kept a neat hcuse wit.h a flwer

neighbourg but on occasion "The Gene:al" woild invite Hernan

to come in _a.nd ‘look at his collection of Civil War photographs.
. g

Next to them was John Busby, occasional labourer and small

tine” vegetable farmer, who had a large £amily. Then there

was, Mike Purcell, a loom fixer who' lived with his wife and -

daughter Mildred, - Next to them vas a house rented to
aifferent ‘fanilies that came and Wert, and then there vere
the two HcGarrity men who worked'in the cotton mill and their
s\istgr w]-‘m;keq&‘house for them; Herman had, noticed that one
of the nen had something wrong.with his leg. Then there yas

BilL Ammstrong, who went ot of his nind when King Edward

" @ied, and paraded up and déwn the street with a chamberpot

on his head, saying he was the King of England. Next to
f 3 8 K
him were the Henrys who worked in, the cotton mill, and then

b
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Herman's father's cousin Gleason who also worked there.
The CER'railway track cfossed the street here and then he
was in "The Royery", named for the several families of
Roy's '«‘(hn lived there. The Roys' property xan back onto
the_wodds and there the street became a road heading for
the Four Corner. where sometimes gypsies game to camp...
Crossing the street.and heading'back into town, uxéxe lived
a Danish couple, . Péter. Anderson and his wife sophie, who
taught waavmg at the vestan nill. "They 1lived on poor.

\/P\eter pxcked roéks mest of ‘the “time. - The railvay -

tracks aqax_n and then' the Devars, ‘a family it boys about:
Herman's age, whose father had a deep voice and sang in the

Presbyterian church choir. ‘Then there was a house and store

owned by a fanily named Haley: ‘Herman -found twenty-five
cents one time 'and spent it all on penny candy at that store
and was punished by his parents for being wasteful.. Next

to the store lived two older woméh and their brother who )
worked in th.e cotton mill, then an out-of-town family and
then "Miz" Lawless, an old ‘woman who lived aldhe in her
unpﬂinted house and dold potato yeast.: Next 'to her vere

the Mecurdys, three spinsters who worked .in the cotton mill,
and next to. them the Loneys, whose daughter Lena Was.a year

younger than Herman: - Across the strest from Herman's.house

lwas the naztiax family: an old woman and her two.sons who

owned the Moosehead Saloén in St. Stephen and a bar aoun

y
i
i
i
;
i
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on "Me Sluice". Herman had heard that one of the sons,

"Kiddy", Rad hair grow on his tongue and had to go away

" every once'in awhile to have'it taken off. The Barters

used their barn to store liquor and one night he watched
it burn down £rom hi; bedroom window. Next to Barters
lived the town policemap“and then "Ike" Tar‘, a cotton
mill worker wl?o lived with d maiden sister and had ﬂ;e

neatest vegitable garden in town in his backyard. .Then

on the corner was the Presbytérian Church, where Herman

spent every Sunday morming with his parents. !
L S o . w
. From his'bacKyard, .behind thé barn, his father's
vegetable garden and thé raspberiy cafies; ne’mm could
1ook oven into Louden's field. leslie Luuden, whose uncle
was an elebtrician at the cotton mill, was his age. Leslie

was a clever boy who once rigged a dynamo operated by a

grindstong.’ Herman like him but there was something peculiaxr

about his famitly situation and Hempan's parents would not
allow thenm to play together. ILeslie: lived with his grand-
mother in a house that faced on Spring Street.  Around the
corner £rom thé High School lived Hermai's first piano
teacher, on Queen .St:eet. " Next to her was the Grade Two
and Three school building, then Bresnahan's and then Annie
Black's house. Annie was -a.f'rie;xd of Herman's. mother and
a gossip. Aunt Em and his upcle "Biscuit™ Harris livea

in the nekt house to that. *
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. Pleasant Street crossed Queen by the Customs Official's

ho:]’se and ran out to Joel's Hill where there was sliding in
the wintertime. On this street, across ézom the Grade One
school building, lived Bob Todd, a man who was often in
trouble for his illegal schemes. One year he exhibited a
dancing hen at the local fairs: - the hen stood in a cage

with a tin floor and when Bob pullfd a switch the floor

. heated up and the hen began to dance. Andther tims he was

|
caught passing. silver-coated smooth American cents s dimes.

He had a ‘large family and one.of rus daughters, 2. fo “years

youngér than Herman, was a good baseball pitcher. On the
same street, at 'the foot of Todd's Mountain, lived the Todds
and the Eatons, families that had made their money in vthe
limber trade and how lived behind fences ¢n well cared for:.
grounds. Crossing back over onto Spring Street he would -
pass by Eagan's Store on his way to the baseball diamond

and the children's swiming hole on Beaver Brook. This

district was called "The Glib" and it went as far as his own

street. If he kept on, crossing Church- and through the,

backyards pf his neighbours' houses, he could get to Haley's .

Pasture where boys played footbakt and where he could build

camps on the edge of -the woods.

From his house he_could walk down by the bandstand én
its triangular piece of ground between Church and Queen and
along Queen Street, past the large mill boarding house and,

further along, the house of the McLean sisters. He had -

‘heard these' unmarried womeh called "The Criers"; they were

it s A
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“often went there during noon houzs.

30

gogsips and they went to most all the funerals and weddings

in the community. Next to then lived Sade licCrae, then the

bwc][egqgr on the corner and then he could turn down

Pleasant Street to get taMaih. On the right side was

"2 Cisey's, the barber vho would save the orange wrapper
bands off the cigars he sold, for boys to wear during,

the Orangemen's Parade. Herman went there for haircuts

and woiild look at .thsé' row of shaving mugs that -helo‘nged to-
the men who cane-heéré regularly to be shaved, P raised
&.lexge \fmu} of bays and they all becane barbers. Mound
“ths ‘corner was the Eaton Building wa\:h the_post office at

street level. It.was Herman's Saturday.; routj.ne to'chrie

here for the mail.’ Heading towards the Upper Bridge and

the custons builging he passed the Co.pgzegatinnal Ciurch®

before coming Eo "Peck" Haley's B:ugsture. Somgone told

hin that there was a kitchen barroom in the back of 'this .

store’and, sure enough, one day he saw & raid being carried

out: cases; and cases of liguor brouqht out- OE thev store

Bnd loaded on a sloven wagon. Rl.ght next .to the staze

was "Hack" Gephaxd's s:m:e uhax‘e he. often went fcx penny

‘candy and'small toys., Hackj# one-armed man, always closed

shop for lunch and supper but kept 3 stpply’ 9 candy and
novelties st his house a few hundred’ yards away, so children
From here fie could see '
*The Bog", ‘a marshy piece “of 1and that lay between Todd's

Mountax.n and the rlver, and Stella Payday's shack _on the

i B e
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edge of it. Everyone stayed awa& f£rom Stella's house;
- after awhile Herman found out that she was a retired

- Whoze and had syphilis. Below that, the streetcar left

nueen Street nnd crossed the bridge to Milltown, naxne

and cg.lais. He often rode it with his mother, going

'shopping, It ran right down through Calais -and crossed

ey
f u;e hndge to St. Stephen; bhep up to uiuwwn, New B:unswick,
’ mking 2 round trip. At the St. Stephen bridge crossing

o8 \ uas car would stop while the. Canadian Customs inspector

e camc uheud and walked the Tergth of th= J:u” which aleays .
Amelled like coffee hecause it was che| per to buy coffee. '’ 7z
in “the St-ten‘

antyone‘ hid thur bags of coffee, usually
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the cotton mill where his father and fmafiy of his neigh-
bours: went. to work every morning. The railway, used by

"both the MaineCentral Railroad and’ the C. Pk, crossed

the river on a trestle bridge here just above the dam, -

and Heman learned later on that nobody notLee‘U 3 ‘small

boy walking across it with an axmlnnd of Ame: Lcan‘purchases

Farther downriver, beyond the dsland ‘and the ishway, was .
‘the place where grownups went swimming, beside the. lower
bridge and the old samills! He often yent with his father

below the old dam here and watchéd ‘him atch sal.mon from

the pool below it. This dlstzxct wa caliei “The Dnion

and if he walked any farther dowpn.vex', he was m St. Stephen.

He xarely saw ru.s rel t).ves. ‘hxs Gxandmatfxez Towers, £

's mother, was perhaps the strongest mﬂuence in

‘his garly life! “An affectionate. ana" demonstrative woman,,
she gave.Herma.L tﬁe most attentinn he had evez had Erom an

adult, taking him in her lap, cuddling him-and telling him

One time when she was getting'ready. to go Horme

,' after a visit at his: house, }e bxought ‘out his avuuzi\te" -

:oys and" pued theﬂ\ up in her. lap i ‘an at!:empt o' p

suade

; hér to stay: When Herman was Still very foung, his grand:

fathet found a job ,x.n the States and r.hey mde (:hei.r house

" vek o Aunt En ahd moved ma& Hexman i not ‘see nis”

gxanamothe} agzp.n “until he was in High. SChool. {




3 His great uncle, John, and aunt, "Sary" Ann lived
in the country until Herman was about ten years old and
he made the occasional visit to their house. He slept
by himself in a cold upstairs room, on a large, hard

attress filled with spruce bough tips. There were a few

" visits from his father's sisters;.his mother kept a special

cannister of tea, Formosa Oolong, in the pantry for Eveline's

' -7 annual visit. His Uncle Albert ["the flambuoyant businessman",

Jas my grandfather described him] drove up from New York in

1906 in one of the first automobiles seen in the region and
earned a upecinl place in Beman 5 mamur:y"'bur. nelthez he

X
nor his sistérs were around enough for Herman to really know

% m‘.em, He saw more of his mr_he: s sister, ‘Emma, for he

spent a lot of timé at hez house and she wal kind to hm.
She would give him "some cockies “[*she nade e’ fhinnest .
gingersnips I've ever seen”] and a glass of milk and send
hin upstairs ‘to read in his uncle's Gen. Shé and her
husband did not have any children of their own but once
inwawhile Her brother Jes_sé would-bring his family from
the States to visit and those tines Herman and his cousin
Everett would play ‘togather. : However, Herman's im:ents

Aoticed that Everatt yas tco mteresnd in girls ana

+ 'y This 1aék, of fmuy visiti'n'g ‘wih yribeual tn the ‘townj -
the young Herman, noticed maé mbst faimxes' say a lot of

thelx relat:.ves. Yeus latar, when h= brmlgm: ‘his carleton

- Cu\lnty wife to visit h.is pazenu" hnuu!.. shg was surprind




. Except for meals, a few family outings andf
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at her mother-in-law's lack of interest in her own family:
9 3
Mater wasn't used to having her relatives around.
One time we/were visiting there and she said some-
about her brothers arriving at Grammie Towers'
Place. And I said, "Oh, when are you going to have
them over"? and Mate locked at Hermie like this
ursg! mouth) and said, "Why should I have them over &)
T said, "

At hn if any of Mama's brothers came home to the
old homestead the first thing in our house would be o
to decide when to have them over for a meal with us"

he

But that wasn't thi way with them and that's why he
_wasn't used to it

"Even Herman's contact with his: b:o&nezs was. small.
There were’six years between his clder brother Jeuiea na
hj;n and five betvie‘en him ami his youngsr l;tothar Arthur, ©

: 1 occasions,
the brothérs saw l/ittle of cachi other.- James went away to
Hedica school when, Herman was -eleven and -Art was Just:

) Jtarting school’ when Herman 'began working all® his holxdlys

at the cotton mill. It was-alpost as though each of them
was an only child.
N
There were few visitors at his house. For his mother
and father, the only accebcahle tine to'have visitors-on
weekdays was an the evening, thex: days were filled with

working duties. 'rhe:e were three unmarried woien who worked

’in ‘the cotton mill who wuuld_ come . by s.nvu.u;m,-afge: supper:

s elabook ‘1;- §4. B Text:

g e

i
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Kate Shannon, a red-haired Irish woman who anu\m entertain
by telling fortunes with tea leaves, Sade BN O —
in the mill office, and Annie Blick, a room girl. They
would come and sit and talk for a few hours, mostly about
their work. Annie Black was a gossip: she knew everything
, that was going on 4n the town and had a good memory for

events. Kate Shannon was a kind woman who paid Herman
attention whed the, adults were oud Of the room: he likefi’
|her best. ﬁe had learned 'to.be seen -and not heard,’ s su

when th.e vl.s:l.tl.ng was gbing on _he sat in hJ.s Eh.u.r and

listened, ur, s B an interésted in what was _being

sa]_d, went, quﬁ.etly Jout ‘of th 'room. J

‘There was, a Sopts couple hié parents were friehdly, ' s

with who would visit occasjomally. One New Year's Eve
“Ehey took’ their leave only to return to ask Herman to
accompany them to- their house.

person o, he’ first th:ough their door in the new yesz.

Very soon -our neﬂ rang, the Scotsman i retuined and’- .

requested’ that I return to their

ith, them and be

N\
I S

They wanted a dark-complected

the first to -cross their threshold in he ew’ Year,
: You see, the ‘custom of . 'first, footin' :
and’ it was suppoz,ed ‘o bei lucky. for the hobiseholders

the first to'enter happened to be dark complexioned
which I was. . So much: for supezsuuons, the man went ;
‘to0- Scotland for . a'trip.and died there, his wife died* o
‘later in-the year. 'Very unfortunatei Luckily I did
'

not, take! my participation seriously:
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When he was in high school his parents became friendly
with the new Presbyterian mxnisee:.‘n Englishian whose
daughter” met with their approval as a match for Herman.
There were frequent visits between their homes until:Herman
joined the e acmy in 1017. E

'-rrips away" from town were infrequent while he was

growing up. His father planned any family outings and

since he worked six days a week these were usually day

tFipsi -an occasional ride to. the country by iwxse ana buggy

rent from the lwery stable fo

C"“ such gecasioi they w7nt £o’ a'barn raislng at one of the
Rn.dges because, some relative g mvolved, Since ‘it was".
the fusc of these that ‘e had : seen,’ Hernan watched the
work wi«th g:eat interest:and at:.l‘l rememhezed detaxls of
it years later. : . -

¢ il g " ‘
* His father would sp%it his annual vacation, taking one
veek in the spring for fishing' and one in the fall “for
hunting, usually with his cousin Irvine, a Woods worker.
When he-was very, young. Herman was exclided-fxan these trips,
as.was his mother, but aitex he learned to haridle a qun
and fishing od he sometmes went ‘along.. For two 'of three
summers. in a row-his father rented-a cottage at The Ledge,
below St. Stephen, and. the ckildren and their mother went
. theze for a.week. ’l‘he front of "vun y Cottage" hftea up

on hinges to expose

a Sunday picnic... On one -

Rl i
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-digging, swimming and ate outdoors. Herman was happy
during these trips and on the weekend trips he took with
his father on his hunting and fishing expeditions when
he had a.chance to put into practise the woodscraft he
had learned as a Boy Scout.

Once a year in the spring his mother would make a trip

to.Boston for shopping. She would travel by train sometimes
oF by boat from Calais to Eastport lana down to moston, an

P . overnight trip.' She would-stay in a boarding' house there v

i % . and 'shop for a week. 'The first and only'time Herman went ' i
i i wtth hat s n 1518 after'hd had, been, dlscharged. £rcn-the gl
Pa army. i i) : 3\

= i

Beman s values were learned at home, and learned very

elzly in 'his 1L£e. " wWhile his paxentl used formal instruct-

ion to teach their children practical things like c'ounn;;
orwéqd cutting techniques, they were vath:llly uncommuni cat-
Y | ive when it came to moral instm&.inn. However, they did t
have very definite ideas abbut the right way. to lead a life
o ' and Hérman 1earn9d indireftly what the limitations were 'on
‘o thid, bahavibx and, : as e/ greu, how to anticipate-his. parents’
// E xeam::u‘m! tu it and avaid :onflxcts‘ He learned that he +

must keep to ‘himself in o:de: to uvem the influwce of peo/ple

) wiose goals wezn not. similu to his and to condentrate on e

building security for himbelf.  'Pledsure dia not have “value
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placed upon it for there was little material gain in-
pleasure for its own sake. Sex was' never discussed, but
rather specific acts related to; it were discouraged among
the childredl apa from that f_hey learned that pleasure was
a negative value. ‘Tt was' an individualistic, work-centred
gthic that he 1earx;ed_.at home, differing perhaps only in
‘degree. frgm the larger ethic of the maihnly Protestant
commupity. o
/ f

H.:.s!father belxeved J.n haxd wDrk and keap).ng out of .

) .

‘debt. It was importaht for )us children ‘to be earn).ng/

thei} own way and. he made them a1l ‘dohscibus’ of- this by

. making surg they did theit ‘shate of chores at Home and

keepmg close watéh on. their work at the cotton mill: e
was'a dxsciplxnarxan but prcbably felt that he was:less
‘ ,=trgcx_w.\.th his childrer than his own father had been with
him, He'certainly was aware of and perhaps 4 llttle amused
by, the. Protestant Scottishness in his own makeup that made
‘».wc/xrk and savz.nq L‘he most mrpottant act).vx.tles in life, for

he hacl a collection: of stnries about: mean sceLmen that ‘he

often sepga ted -to Herman:

_.Sandy had ‘set his. boy lto' work 'on the wobd p:.la. 1t
‘was ‘a'bitter cold, ‘fall day. - The ‘lad was poorly clad
and what he did have on was torn and ripped in many,
. places. <Of a sudden, 'the boy stopped working. sandy
glared - said;, "What's ‘the.matter, now"? Lad: "I*
too. cold to work™. ' 'Sandy: "Go along wi.'ye, yer so
: 'bundled up in class ye canna' work"

P:Le.ldbm:k 2 40. B fl'ext’.‘
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Nevertheless, Oran Morrison,was himself convinced

that hard and steady work was the most important ingredient
of a good life, and consistent with this belief was his ,
teaching to stay out of other people's business. Getting
involved with people and their problems could only lead” to >

one's spending time and éffort on them and that would slow

down one's individual progress. The same held for political
and réligious involvement and. any one of the family vho
mentioned a controversial issue or-tried to ' gDss).p was

quickly silenced by a stern louk or a duecr_ orde{r to chanqe

the subject.. His wife, Addie, shared his opinions.
* Herman's mother was ‘convincga of her family's ability = '
- to get ahead in life and .her narrow ambition made a long -

{1asting impression on her children. she was a materialistic.
E woman and, for her, success could Be measured in outward
N appearance: a well-kept home and gobd clothés. .Herman and
P his brothers-werejalvays neatly and stylishly dressed and |
) he noticed that; unlike mo$t of the women in the town, his
mother! had a dressmaker core and. sew her Glothes.: She said

‘that- she could not'find ready to wear clothes to fit: .She

g was'noc extravagant, - though, but kept a,careful watch over:
what was spent in’ the house. yﬁerxs latei, this impressed

her ‘daughter-

~law-‘when she came to visit;. appareftly

Addie Morrison trusted no one else.with her money.
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h_un and lus brothers very\ much as

" her belongmgs. She ‘was carsful,

““respectable. When she met' he

- 40

We were getting ready to go out Shopping and Mate
said, "Just a minute", and she went into the living
room. I was watching and 'she lifted up a corner of
the carpet and she took, out a wad of bills. That
was where she kept all her money, under the carpet!

14

She had charge of all the money} that came into the
house. She was happy being the‘manlger and Herman realized _
that. s/he would Have been content to have all the children
remaih ‘at’ lome and work.in me mill, handing over their
paychecks to her. It was obvlous o hin that she considered

xtensions of hexself and .

“&he was as possesslve a.baut r_hem she vas about any of
o6, of the kind of people
Ker family chose as friends. Whfn _iiaman sngornsd hie
patarts in 1930 ‘that e vas marjying a girl named Barter,
his mother boarded the first train for Hartland. She
thonght his® fianéee must be.réjated to the salonkeeplng
family of Barters in Milltown/ a f‘am;lly she feit as not
prospective daughter-in-law's
fanily and found' q;n there yias no close connection: (and that
the Avondale Barters had some st'amiinq in their own community)

she ‘returned to Milltown rhlieved, - she really need fot have

'won;ea for Herman hdd' adopted many of her values years

before and' chose a bride who, as welllas coming from a
respectable’ family, ‘shared some of his mother's qualities,
notably her shrewdness m, £a.nancxal matters and her organ-

[ |
| . ;

izational ability.

Ypse1anock 3, 47

o it s




%

el 41

Home 1life was quiet and orderly. His parents never
guarrelled and the daily routine was seldom broken. His
Sortar W Fathes were nGCLEt DL he W Sutied el &
few times, more often with words and deprivation than with
blows: An exception was the time his motfer was supposed

to return from her annual Boston trip:

Her train was late and foolish me, I sat there and
waited for hours, tausing a great upheaval at home,
they. not knowing where I was. ' Eventually I was, found
and got _the stick, Howeyer, I.never quite forgave my
father ‘for this, I was anxious to see my Mother and
probably a little tired of the housekeeper,
exglanﬁian and a bit more understanding was more in
order. " i .

He was an obedient child and when his interests began .
to conflict with his parents' as he grew older, as Lith nis
interest in girls, he chose to break rules secretively
rather than defy them openly. Years later, when he setuied
‘from overseas, he was surprised and resentful at how lenient
his parents had become with his younger brother, Arthur. He
|vas wearing Herman's clothes, had wrecked his brother's naza-
earned bicycle and was alloved mich more social activity .
than Herman had been. Several years later he returned again

to £ind that Art had become very knowledgeable about the

town girls.
It was a Sunday morning and Father, Art and I came ocut -

to get in the car. Art had had some girl out in it the

15MUNFLA 75-88, Questionnaire Answers, Ch. IV, 22. D TeXt.
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night before and she had left her pants behind. Father
saw them and picked them up quickly before Mother came
out. The only place he could think to put them was in
#  his vest pocket. So he had to go to church and sit
through the service with a pair of girl's pants under -~
his coat. Afterwards all he said to Art was, "Don't
you realize that your Mother could have seem them"?16
sunday §chool jat the Presbyterian Church was an
accepted part of life for him but he néver took much ind -
terest in religious idegs.: He went to churcl]; with his
pa:ents every Sunday. and dutxfully studxed his lesson but
he' did not look forward tothis day. After Sunday School
he had to spend the rest of the afté¥ndon inside or _on the
verandah reading’ and watch:.ng other children ‘play. He was

not pefitted to roam on Sunday.

. )
The town School Board kept a careful watch to make sure

that religion was not taught in schobl but the Roman -

Catholic children were allowed to have religious;instruction

5 | '
after regular classes. One time when Herman was in high

school Father Doyle, the priest, came and gave a talk to # 4

all ‘the boys, Catholic and Protestant al).ke. He L:as angry
about the drawings and can}mgs on the walls of the boys'
outhouse: " ... . girls' pussies and the like. I think
what he objected to 'mostly was the carvings done with a
jacknife. Some cut right through the wall: The girls'

outhouse was'on the other side".l?

18rieldbock 2, 19. B Text.

17Fielabook 2; 4. B Text.
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» I do not remember any deep discuss;ons which concerned

other peoples' faith or lack of it. More likely
3 discussion of a current hot 1ave affair, or the ne ‘
styles, or the probable financial standing of some folks. 19

His mother's well-run household was rarely disruptea

by sickness. Their family lived in a clean house, kept * 3

regular hours and had plenty to eat. When He was six, Herman's

N . ) .
brother Art was born and a country gi§f came to keep home for i
a few weeks while his mother.was in bed. Herman was glad

when she got up again and the daily routine was restored. L,

v He.and his brothers went through short illresses, with
E . ! . 2 .
measles, chicken pox and mumps; nursed at home by his mother

. but none of these'ti_mes were really upéetuﬁg.' . -

contagmus diseases were feared most in the coimnumty.

nema(x often saw white, red and yellow cards tacked ko the

s front. doors of houses, announcing a quarantine. This was '
; T ==

serious: smallpox and diptheria were not uncommon and one- 1

of his best school, friends disappeared behind a qua:am;med

* goor with diptheria. Herman did ¥ot ‘dee him again:- A
constant reminder of the smallpox epidemics that hag 4cn‘mﬁe
to the region before he was born was the Pest House in the
Calais Union. He would see the brick building with its
windows ‘boarded up whenéver he walked to Calais, saving the
streetcar fare for a treat. Everyone scéexe:d a wide path

, around.it.  In the schoolroom during winter, along with.:

191pial, ch. 1v, 15. D Text.
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Father Doyle was a stern man: /

Stiff he was. I can still see in recrcsPect, his
squat, somewhat square figure stumping (a1ong the
street, swinging his black cane. He was the first
man I ever saw who wore a "hard hat" with a flat
crown. " I noticed that any of the young from that
church settled down when he approacheal If by
chance, any of these youngsters had missed some
church.instruction, the priest might j stgye the
‘gelinquent, g cut on the backside with his cane as
fxe passed. i Tn

/ 4

‘Hermah's’ parents rarely talked: aboit xengmh in their
tiomie and did not tole;rate discission of or_hjx peﬂple s
religious’ habits. They aid mot say .grace bafore meals or
read the Bible’ aloud. Althongh they were rebuldr churéhgéers
and always' friendly with the current pxesbyt%rian minister
and his family, Herman's father was not officially a member
OF G GHiEEH! AHELL NerRan s eady leave high school.
At that tine their minister baptise] both Hernan and. his

father in their home:
’ . . b
Outside his own home Herman noticed 1itt1,ey difference

among people who belonged’ to different religious groups:

overt actions against one or another faith

nearest kind -ofpublflc display I can remember would |+

be the annual parade of the Hibernians on 17 March aad

that -of the Orangemen on the 12 July. - Even then it

was more to-show their colours than anything else.
E

Rengmn in” our amaias g s
The

* They carried no banners which would inciteland sang no
songs, simply paraded with a band leading (this is
funny, in the band there would be both Catholics and
Protestants tootling avay) .

[

18yuNFra 75-88, Questionnaire Answers, Ch.IV, 17. D Text.




! chalk aust, émoasmnké .and wet woolen Elothing, Herman

N woulﬂ smell the strong camphax‘ that ,call\e from -the poorer

i drén. They often wore'a piece of it amund their necks

S m sizing 6 keep then Eron catching whitiver aisesss. wasr

. going around.

‘While 'cax{taqibus disebse presented a najor tnreat to

e thg weu—bemg of tha commumty, Herman usually saW illness

\mder ccnuol‘, For -those living an t it 'was ‘not

Thera vrere alﬁo patent remedy manu.facturers

whn fxavellad\from tcnm to town Heman often watched. and

11 ehsplayea in the background. woild He bottles with -
right labels. When the banjo-player had finished his
turn ‘and the, spieler: felt.that sufficient crowd had

.. gathered, -hewent into his act. 'He would put on:the °

would effect, everything from hang nails. to cancer:
‘would.vanish . almost overnxght. While he was selling
. 1 . & or ;two assistants. would
‘pass ‘through- the audience carrying bottles. for sale.’
Sometimes, ‘one would be,. £
“the proprietor.' . The’usual price of -any. jtem:seemed to
‘be a‘dollar. -It was amazing hoﬂ many bottles wére sul

- pressuré ‘and. tell' of the marvellous:cures his nostrums '
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of a concoction, often mixed in a bath tub the night

\ before and Bottied for the trade. You may find it

P\ % ; hard to believe, but I actually was given, scme of

-this vile tasting "medicine" when I was ybung. I

\ even remember the name, BANYAN. It was bitter and

3 probably an analysis now would réveal that it had
little or no curative properties. Well, I do not

\ . know. I was a sickly child but here I.ag after

seventy-seven years, still going st:ong. 0

Herman survived a serious bout of rheumatic fever when *
- = y i

he was- eleven and ‘returned to school the following Winter = |-
. ) (v without any apparent ill effects.~ H.mvwaz, there. were some

& . 'ﬂungs t.lnt patent mndxc:mes, ductnu and homa nursinq

coulﬂ not h&lp, and t.hase Jwere imprinted strnngly Dn the’

mmg hoy s mind. There was "014 Bill® Hansén, X
Fo el i
.. .whose mind softened after the txagh: Lient.h of s,

. - his wife. ‘Could beseen walking ‘around the sr.reeu,
day or night, a.far-away look in his eyes e
7 ¥ favourite song was, "In the shade of the old apple {
: “ “tree".  This he would sing on'request; in his ] 5 4
g ._quavering voice, his lips quivering and a umes, i

_ tears in his eyes. -Who knows what visions passed

through his, poor mind at those times. .I do not remember

‘that any person ever poked fun at him. This was good.
& Be was more an ub;ect for pity f.hu1 mirth. E

Theré was 56. way to cure 'mn- Dugan; either:

Hors was“a puzzle. - Another tail woman,. but- spare. %
\.Ill-favoured, hair in great disarray, wearing loose vt
fxttinq‘ dresses and when not “in bare.feet, usually L8
ens' cast off shoes. e dregses’ looked like hand-,
: ‘me~downs. also. ~Her (parenu?) weré: short and tubby -
. ' and-equally unkempt s!ovenly and shittlesa. I never
g ¢ i Y [
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heard ﬁmﬂe they came from,, their name was Irish 4o .
a degree. The-last time~I saw them they were squatted
in a-‘lean-tc in a pasture lot. -Apparently without
official objection. They did no work and no young
person had nerve enough to go near any of them. Well,
Min sometimes ‘would throw a fit, run screeching i
through the streets until overcome by several strong
men and often hauled away in a wagon. When~this
happened, one could hear her all over town.  She
threw one on our front verandahl one evening just as .
we were eatihg our evening meal. I was not allowed
lout. Min often wore no underpants and as she kicke:

. and-thrashed considerably, it apparently was not a
sight for a young fellow.22

Accidents. were also haid o accept, especially when’

they. affec.ted psopie cloge to Rims .

[ 4

“bur family, with the’ Prlncxpal of the’ High School and

s wife,"were.tenting’ at Oak Bay. I really ‘did.not :
_knor, it at the e:‘.melﬁut he had an'old misket with him.
“One morning, early, before any others.were. upy:: o
Mr."Sutherland went down-onto: the beach and:in some
“manner, “the misket discharged, blowing off his left
foot!at. the-ankle. . All were awakened by the shot and
the ‘ensuing cries. The women rushed down. and tx‘qed to
Stanch the blood with, their clothing, while I was
instructed to run to -a nearby cottage and awaken the-.
. Doctor: who was there that.night. This I did: Sutherland
was.loaded into a-wagon 'and taken to St. Stephen hospital
Jbut died frum loss o’f blaod and shoc

. o

x gedy occur:ea’ngh: o the’same. spot.: Our -
nd§ Scouts was camped there; on the. grass.’

P J
Our Scoutmaster, The Rev.-W. W.. Rainnie, wa$.not too 4

“well but none expected trouble.  One night we. were
awakened by, terrible groans, issuing from his tents - He ' -
" rushed over ‘and he told us''through clenched teeth L S
iget’a doctor. ~This.was dore and he was in turn; carted
‘away to hospital.: It was.a perforated stomach ulcer
and-he in turn did not live. I.lost|a'veryl.good friend,
for .he was a great readar and I glone of all”the boys
‘hadaccess to his fine ‘liprary. Rl

=3 . R p : % o

321bid., chi'1, 7. D mext. il

231pia;, Chi XIV, 8. D Téxt: . -
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Fatal accidents, however, were few,  and Herman was
ot to have similar fraumatic expériences until he became
ége}giet_ in 1916. Meanwhile good health produced by
‘podgrate ;iviy;g habits and caréful manéyement was, for him,
pormal. . ‘

m;gn he vas twebfe the Presbyterian ministexr, wbo had
kngwn saden-pmil founder of the Boy Scouts, pezaonally,
£
-aetive aid enthnsiastic menbér of the group. . There were

}pggg ngs evety Fx‘iday night‘ in.the chun:h hall am# ‘the

d a Boy

geeasional field trip. These ended when”their scouhnaster died:’

camping trip tooak Bay and nobody else was-'

d in :unning the t.roop. oecasionauy, Herman . il

spmmer ot;’sliding on Joel's Hill or skating on "The Bag®

ip yinter but the more awdre: he bscame‘ of  the re_stri:tlons .
Blaced on him by 'his parents the more solitary his playtime
vaég;ggi s becare. _wm'.jé_his tolce of £rienis wab Linmitpa,

no place within the boundaries of thé community wds forbidden

s {
G ot B /

He roamed me woods and wafar surrounﬂinq the town, ,f

* ’Q‘nlding 1itt1s camps out in Haley's Pasture, going over

=
t@ he Bog" o, hunt, duck in ﬁhe fall and f),s)u.nq for txout e

” t.he sprxng" He wandered along \'_he riverhank of the 2R

ut troop and for a few years Herman was an ot
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St. Croix and wouldilie on the rocks above the water, s
watching the salmon trying t_l; jump over the dam by the

mill. - One of his favourite places was "The Sluice".

There, hewould spend hours ;atphing the saw filer making:

sparkJs come off the saws, the ‘grist mill with its huge

grinding stones and the mei working in'the sawmills, first

with the luxge gang “YS and th:n with the/circulir saws.

He was dlways, amaze b'y thel man dnngaxuualy taking shingles . ;

"right ‘off the tace ot the saw. Nearby he would watch the Y

i sorting of l.ogs at the. bcmns aft&: they had floal’?d down :

Tiver from ths lumbervoods.. In his on neiqhhourhood ne .- *
- ‘conld watch. John Buckley the:butcher kill aninals.in his -
'ban.x‘ of Jook at'Tke Tar working in’ his vegetable garden,
a -odel of "neatness with[its planks laid down'between the
zws, all the'seed planted guided by a string. fe to_noued
the' work of tradésmén, ana labourers with equal interest and
liked to leatn 'a;;ct}y':fod things worked. Sometimes this- |
.kind of observation pfoved useful later on. ‘The amnual
“Hose Cart Race in wm.l:h the £ire’departments 1& a1l four
towns mox pan was, the lu.ghliqht of the mnty—funrt—.h of ' Vit
May ce lebrations. _It'was a race aqainn: time: gach tean - { .
would ‘race around the hlock, stop at the hydta.nt and honk
U the hose. Harpan Kad yqncred this ‘contest many Jeimest

/ Ona ‘evening whed I was in High school; I-wag returning
o8 Seout, mesting about ten o'clock. T ‘heard., the

i




£ire bell and as T walked along, soon heard the. cart
coming inmy direction. I stopped to watch. Just
as n ‘was ‘'about to pass, the driver shouted, "Give
L a hand". I started running and caught the rear
platfom The driver and I were the only persons
aboard. Th drwer shouted over his shoulder; "when
we' get near the ant I'll give you the word.
"Can you handle 1677 T shouted basks "Yes® !

.So, with good 6ld "Sandy" ‘pounding the road up ahead
and doing his best, I waited.for the word and when it ~ -
came, Jjunped .off the tail-board with the end of the :
. hose tucked under my arm. It was heavy going for a
) - lad 6f 15 but I.made it to the hydrant, threw a loop
. .- -Of hose around until the’ dumped hose up the 'road had
& ‘ taken off the'strain, then! \mscxlzwed the cap..of the
> a upling, put o
: the wrenci on_the tugn—cff and wuited io: the signal
¢ . from ahead. Tt came and"I'turned on -the water. "All:.
©' of ‘this without realizing, what I.was -doing, 3
following the pattern I had s6 often watched.: I o
. notithink ‘this was unusual, any’béy of .my aqg who
~'had paid‘attention could have done the:same.
i

i Apart £rom Hiis outdoqrj dotivities his favuu'rite lei

time was ‘spent reading.’ G: A.:Henty, Hoxatm Alger; the

. /Boys Own Paper ind" ghuns -took -up-hours of his spare time.
E o iis mother and father never read boois but- g mother alvays

had copies Of The - Ladie: Hcme Journal, -The Delineator, qnd

in ‘the house: His father Bought Recreation, The

I McCalls

Moritreal §tar and thé looal weekly, The St. legoix courier.,

Herfan read them'ali. “He vag alvays welcome: at his Apnt:

“'Em's, where he read hex Bostnn Gicbe and, when }n.s uncle Ea“; it




/ 51

hupstaixs Gen. %or a few years he also borrowed books from -

his scoutmaster, Reverend Rainnie. It was probably this

love ;f xemu.ng that led his parents to hope that|he would .
study for the ministry, ironically, for it was -net he read

that made him want to experience the world gutside his home,

the mill and the town. Reading, and the entertainment at

the Calai.s Opera nouse, made him 7ant this.

/,

e ¥ ‘“* ﬁ.xsc he wem: ta see t.he xloviea, m1 /mnm Westerm

and ‘the serialsy e

I can’remember very we_u, hhe 1one pm]ecunn mchina, :
sittingion its platform, a single operator, who hand-
‘cranked the machine. Stopping at the end of ‘each reel
_to change :the film magazine. ‘At this time, a’slide was
own: on - the screeén,. "One minute-pléase while we
hange £ilm". - Most's ects were of the one reel kind.
News — Sports - ‘Comedies -. Travelogues and so on. A -
Feature f£ilm might.go as high as five reels.. All for
-a 5 piece. . I managed to get there once in awhile,
walking the couple of miles each way to attend. It -
was in that theatre I saw the original- BIRTH OF A-NATION.
(Now a museun treasure. :

LatSz:on"the managisent had ive acts of” vaudeville
. come for each weekend. " It was fun and I’ enJuyed every
-minute of it'all. Oh yes, I forgot to mention
everyduy music.” ~This was supplied by'a pianist (xudy)
a drummer, who accompanied the pictures amidst: -
the bool and c t—c+11s of the boys on Satuzday ‘after—
.'ndons, when Western Stories were shown. i

What. he loved )nost was, ‘the' $inging , s1apsuck cumedy and

jone' 1ine jakes deliverediby the touring, vnudaville groups.

Sxttj.ng in tha dazkened theﬁltxe he wnum usten r.o the tencn %




Every -day the papers say
There's a robbery -in the park.
I sat alone at the YH
Singing just like a e
Ol, thera's no.place like home &5 126
-But I'm afraid to go-home in the dark.
The only place he had ever experienced anything like this - |
before was ‘at.the anmual Minstrel Show put on to raise funds j
" for the mlltm band; ‘but the. nav ideas -and professmnansm '
of the vau-ievi.ne artists mpzr‘essﬁﬂ -hin more - I:han any of Lhe-
Jocal ente_r:taimnent he d seen. The sounds and  imdges of the

calais Opera House were: 2 stay with' hnn tha rest of his life: |

i 2
- One scené T renenber-to, this day, there was ‘a gre
. number_of/people on ‘the:stage and they were: -shoutin

at each. ‘other. A scene of .great.confusion-sg that

_one would:almost wonder what was.going to happen.

‘By twos.and threes this assemblage bxoke up and made
thejr various exits, leaving a.sudden huge void of
“silence. Just then a doddering, white-haired old
butler .made an entrance from stage left holding.in:
his'right hand a single teaspoon. He shuffled across
to centre stage, stopped, held up his hand béside’ his .
mouth,. glanced slyly at:the full audience-and said in -
his“old, qualery voice, "I'am just looking. for a little
sugar -for the bird". After all’this ‘turmoil it was
such a:contrast =, the audience broke -into 1augntex-.27'

" .xn many Milltown famiues both parents worked. - Often

dlder chxléx:en were 1eft to the:l.r own’ dev)ces wheén they were

ot at school and this. gave-them’ oppqxtunxty for ‘activities

| their parents would nothaye appioved. . The young Herman, ]

whose: mothex stayed at hone, " ould: not usually join in these

k [ [
Srieldbook 3;30- B.Text. See' Harold Scott;.Theé Early
’NJ.C 1son

i Doors : Origins-of’ the Music 'Hall.(London:
& anﬂ Watson, 1946) , 211 » 4
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activities but on tHe odd occasion he was able to par-
ticipate in an unyeiling of the mysteries of sex, he
: 7 i |
found himself at ‘4 loss. One day he was with a group of |
children in an adult-empty house:
The ringleader was a boy named Afbert., He and his
sister Adeline, who' was fourteen, were knowledgeable
for their age. Albert had ‘us all paired off, me with
the Busby girl.. He/put us in the backhouse, We just
| stood there,gnd logked at.each other: ve didn't kiow .
ahat to dc. : CI ] ;
Such occasmns were few and ar(y 1nte:est Heman showed: Ln

girls was qulckly dxscnuraged by his parents.’, Once‘a’

Norwegian® girl who. had worked in’the sardine ‘packing plant.

3 inff Andrews ["She had blonde hair and the only true
violet-colourad eyes I've ever s#eh" ], moved in with the
Bartérs across the street. She used to 'sit on the step’
outside in the evenings and he would [go over and talk with
her until his pa;:nts i_eQi-ned of it |‘,and he was: forbidden to
" speak to her anymore. He. discbeyed them cccasignally, even :
following her affer:she. moved to aother street but he dared
‘not £iaunt his'parents’ orderd openiy and: the :elationship

never grew'beyond .a-few conversations.

Band concert nights on, simmer Thursday évenings -provided
Glder ‘boys and girls with'an ciccasiox;‘ to get together. There

o

2854 a1 abook 1. q18¢ a Tex&.. N
% L ex

e no_ benches so ‘groups would promenade beside the ‘bandstand, *
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,boys following girls, sometimes tickling them with long

stcas f ety th)get: tis1E: sttention, as' Long éE the

music lasted. Afterwards they would pair off and walk home.

Whild permitted to go to the band concerts, Herman was not-

allowed to escort girls: home. .
‘ . VA

when he was in high sc.hool hd started to go out with

the daughte: of, (-_he Ezesbyte:ian mnisterx Both,fmllies
approved of ard’ encouraged the matuh and when he was in his
‘last year: of high' school Hétainh ws - allowéd some formal dates.
He', h.kedthe girl but had begun ‘to: realize ithat if ‘he' was
g‘Di.ng to gain mghg) experience ‘with' women without gett.lng
i murri.ed he was goxng to have to. leave home. The minister's

daughj:er went to Halifax to work and Herman was all the more

anxious tp._get away,

His formal schoéling began when he was sxx-along with

the oth.er c.b.lldren of  the 'town. He walked to the different

3 buudinqs that housed Ehe primary ‘grades in Milltown and sat

in' class quietly, if not enr.husns‘tmauy, He did n()t

k especuuy enjoy. his’ lessons which required a Iot of memor-

ization” and vwere repetitive, and he would rather' have been
outdoors.than in the stuffy schoolrooms. Hovever he did do

well in reading and writing' composition and. every Gnce in

wlule was g:.ven .special attentxcm for his abil:ty. Herman,

though, did not enjoy being singléd out of ‘the crwd and

. ‘shown 'to. be -different:
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We were to turn in a -composition of so many pages.
I'wrote a story about a boy who lived in the West,

was friendly with the Padians and had a pet pony

he had trained to do tricks. :Having read all the
papers, the teacher chose/ me to read mine aloud,
standing up at the front of the room. Must have been
a bad day for me. I suddenly became shy and hesitated,
then when urged, the devil whispered into my ear and

I refused to read. I was punished at school and again
at home when the story came out.

As he.grew, older and J.ess enbarrassed by cpmpetition he,
decided to put his talant ko ‘work for him but he did not
pay ‘close enough. a:cermon to the deriands of .those - who

. . "*\ | i

Sone. Club group “Had offereda gold plece zor ‘the best
composition chosen by 'the pupil from a list they pro-
vided; I set'at it and turned in my piece, slyly
thinking about that shiny gold piece. - Pride cometh
bpfore a-fall. How .true, I did:not win but a girl of

my class, who had never topped me .in-school, did. A
club member later told my mother, “his writing was
terrible”, meaning my hand-writing. Nothing was said
about ‘the contents of the piece. Maybe they could not
read it.30

{ ¥hen he'was seven he'began taking ‘piano ‘J.»essons from a
woman who lived. around the cormer, on Queen Street. He kept
them up for.about a year before hie’ lost interest and his
parents:let him quit'with the stipulation that he would have
to ask them himself if he'wanted to take' lessons again. He
aid, whe;\ hie was twelve. He heard his lder brother James |
playing’ the pian& one day and declded that he ¥anted to do

it too. 'This time he went to a convent in Calais' to take '

2%qUNFLA 75-88, Autobiography, 2. D Text.

30pia., 2. D v
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lessons from one of the sisters. He got an afternoon off
school every week for this and the other boys envied him.
The only other time he was allowed to miss school was when
he went to the dentist. He vorked hard at his mosic and

progressed so that when he was in high school he was asked

- to substitute for the regular organist at the Presbyterian

Chuxctl. All'the same, he never comsidered beconing a pro-

fessional misicianwhile'he was living ‘at home: |1t vas

vy f not ,consxdareﬂ a respectable -career for avyoupg man.’' The,

effeminate. . . gy o~

His parents directed his educition probably more than

] . © . regilar orgpnist at ‘the'church, a.man, was considered ) %
3
4

, the, average boy. in the town at that time, inasmch as they
vere more ambitious for him, His mother éncourazed him to -]
¢ take piano leé(sons. . Both of them approved of the Boy Scout
! L troop their /m.“niste: started. 'They would not have tolerated
Herman's 1ehving school'when he was fourteen to take a .

i
|
" labotring job, as many of the town's boys did, and even his l\jl :
tempcxary work for the summer holidays had to be ir the

|

form of an apprenticeship to a proper trade, not working on

.an assembly line. Bécause all kinds of formal instruction
agreed with him he didn't resent. their’ interést. He did

resent the one-s;uiedness of his personal development: while .

e

he was pemtced self—mpzovement in these areas, he was ' not
‘allowed to broaden his scélal conscionsness by mixing with

! “ . 1 i)

e et g S AT g 15




'nain bnildinq ,that llolls\ed ‘the wenvi.ng and spinning. roors; 3
i siia )ruu ‘where ha upent\tha day. ‘Tust before ‘he went: tn

«opening of the working day. He stripped down to his short

& checkrj them off ‘and theil turned Ms count’ in to the office.

* what cloth they produced. Delays caused by machinery bxeak~\ !

and thud woutd b’ Bat feehngs between ‘a.weaver and ong of

. 58

Every morning he would walk the two blocks down Church "

Street and throudthe main gate of the mill where there

was alvays a watchmen on dutyl. Thege vas a granite slab

over -the doox of thn office bluldkng here, with Cinadx.ﬁ" -

‘where' the cloth was shed and gpt on bolts and on to the

i
|
Cottons = 1878 cut\into it. He valked past thesCloth Hall L } £

hA ould small the mdlgc ye- tuat . cane from the Dye Housé

further on and then he was ung i e nmidity f the |

- weaving ‘room: while the bell on the “tower outside rang the

sleeved :lu.r'e and_went to vorks

S -
The setond hand, whp was his Lmdxa:e supe:vxsox,

come ‘rownd first thing with a lst of the employess. and

The weavers wexe on pxece work: (’.hey were pua on}y for*

ing down oy threads breaking meant lost pay for tl\em. hu’e ~
|
were specialists on call for these emergencies: loom -fixers *

for the mlch!.nexy anﬂ ronm girls to xepaiz bmken ﬂlre.as,

mae_m“s slow or lazy._' e ige o

Thé veavers were £ined out of their pay for mstaku in
: ! R e
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others of his age group and of the opposite sex. This
resentment of his parents' control grew and coloured tfie

whole of his adolescence and young adulthood.

One summer, when he was about twelve, Herman decided
that he wanted to work. Tt was common for farmers to hire '
temporary help and a man who delivered vegetablés around

Milltoyn asked him if he wmixtea to work on his - farp at The

tedge, th mxe{ below mnmm His parents approved so” i

‘micking out the cattle bam. JThe cattle had ﬂlaxxhoea his
room vas_bare and cold and meals were plain. .He cleaned the
barn, veeded'and picked peds for a week and vas given.a '
dollar for pay. It was not his idea of a good ob. -and he
missed the comforts of home so he climbed back on the wagon
and went ‘back to town. 1
'
_ When he vas fourteen some Gf his friends got summer jobs

at the Calais shoe factorlh Herman wanted to go too but his

father told h.un, ‘as he had told his brnthe: James before h:l.m

and as he would tell Athur after him, that if he wantede@
job-he ¢ould work a‘l, the textile mill! So he starida s an
apngnuce weaver at £ifty cents a day, from six-thirty in

the' morning until six o'clock at night, and 'from then on he

spent all his time off from school| working there. |

Y



)

mving.hut 1t dldn't take amn ‘long 'to beqin producing | -
Hemputunasaspuehanﬂat firsttotakﬁ
This was

~g00dcloth.
wex.urhen‘ .'I.ocns when f.hey heeded .a- brnk.
usually when oné had £9.go; to the toilet, a difty, smelly

xoon Ihe:a tha toilec paper and nquid soap’ contunen were
usunlly empty. Most weavers would na[c Toaté’ iheiz’ looms for

\
any other reason; [Fox ‘them lost time meant’ lo!t pny. Even *\

. during the Hbur long’ Lunéh braak nost sat beside the -madun- :

Fnd ate their box lunches. Harn.mn ‘and his. fath
g N

a]wa*s go Hone for lunch. il

liaman had little aocial mntact at \mxk. The weavinq
TOOm Was toq r\cuy for convexsatiou and 1: vi’s almost
i.q)nssxbke' to'slip cutside nthnnt the ovgrseer nﬁticing.
'.rhnse on a‘ﬂnil.y nta aﬁ pay, the zloen fxxett, room girls -
and spaxe hands, had the most. uppoxtmty £or Ewhng around
but if—-r.hey weren't ava.ﬂanle when they were needed the.

oyeraeer heazd a.bwt, it quickly. Reman rarely notig|
Jokipg. Né one tzunpexed wich t.hu machin

in-

plece

After he bécanla xegunx hand was, put

t ‘was )ust too mportant to the eavers'




and distributed (:hem. on’ Saturday work stoppetJi at roon’ and
++ - evekyboay was off uAtil HFnday gornkng. since.his, father
was. his-job:' supervisor; -the discipline Herman vas.beginning

to find restricting at home carried ovef intc his working

Ho:k:_ng m ‘e 412 hen not i school ‘auawed me a
limited horizon, which even my réading could.not
broaden. I did not like the work, it was a noisy
business-and the: air was always stale and too moist.

But' the worst feature of this was,|L brought my pay -

. envelope home every two'weeks .and;was allowed only. the
: ' " change.! ‘The bills were kept by my, mother.. This hold~
back was'used to buy my| clothes and other necessaries.:
.What a great. ce was| missed there,. to. tea
. growing boy. the [value of money: ‘I would have{‘ made
mistakes if T hhd it but.woudd have learned ffom these:
7 ter repared. Whatever balance’ over

costs, was-kept Sl eventually gotth.\.s, )ust & o
bsfota I -ras maz!ied 31 )

workihg in" the St Stepheh canay
| f-actorg 51k e ealata uhoe factury, or in the sawnulls.
Many eft sch.ool when_they were. fouxteen to take permanent

johs and every- year after: thaé there were fewez studentb in

qh school. gnduamn passed and’ suddenly

In 1915 lu.s

. he could sthy and wozk in me.nuu or'go. to’ college.’ Neither

appealed tn h.Lln he wanted to.be on.his own, f;nanclally

ihdependent and“sesing new places, ' :There was the War,and

he wag “free ‘to chaoge ajcarder; ~His choices seen\ed 1imxmd' 5




the ai-my .nffeied himlﬂm chance to_get out of Milltown and
‘a‘salary.’ His father tried o diucourage him irom joining
;. “at.first, then suggesuh that he at' least get a cnmmissian.
B * Herman refused and enlistad. There was .to be a wait, though,
- and 2 sumner ‘and fall of working ‘at the mill and living at
4 N hune conyinced him'that the army Cas the ‘answer. ' In January :
AN . he was called and 1léft on sthe train for Saint Johsi ‘apd his

" " first trainipg.’

Herman found himself in’ old, uncon\fo:tuble bax‘x_‘acks v:u.th

He k.new some: ol them fram Milltown but none

flfty othse mén

e \gambling mﬂ vmnen. Ha ‘was) quiet: and:. ¥rd Back) absozbing
" 7 everything he heard; but was not_algot: ]t.hg other members’ |

T of the platoon accepted. thn oe T

MDst Df f_he traxning took place Outdoc!s in Saxnt 'John's

et blowing '6o1d: " The “army faod was terrL.ble and their

1iving quarters|d damp’ and ch_xuym ALl the solaiers developed

M : cclds and Herman’ was 'né exception. He appued for a . pass:; o

igo ‘home and collapaeﬂ with pneumonla when he reachea his.

it was spring and he

When he zeccvexe

S04 parents! hoiise

| |returned fo Saint Jehn-on thg train, .

NOM my txaxnlnq began ‘in eaznest. All the Dt;h &
‘men:were miles Bhead of. me\- 50 it was a case of buckle




! I
_ . Gown or get left beb.ind. I buckled.. "Now I was eatmg
' better and found myself getting stronger day by d
I $tudi€d;ithe|way things were going and'what was called/ e
for, thus kept .out of trouble.  However, the great
] freedom I had craved seemed to be eluding me. The only
-+ free time'we had, was'an evehing now and then when we
Z ' would'go up town, perhaps eat a meal at the Chinése
gnestauzant and go to ‘the movies, E

5 In June his unit moved by tzain to jamp Valcartiers in

. ] Qu&ec. For'a month they lived }m Bell tents pitcliet in the
sand _and pract\.seﬂ on the rifle ranges. Ther. in July, ey '

. boarﬂed the n—am for Hau_fax and the ‘troop ‘ship tna1t was to | 4
e %
B - carry them: to England. \Thexe were 11,000 soldiers’ on board”

t_he Dlmic when it left Baleax, each assigned to'a hamn\eck

on one oi the 1wer dsck . He:mm /was amonq the few who' d:.d

< mot, get seas).ck, So the voyage passed uneventfully for him.- i,

Sl They landed at m.ve:ponl and’ c:wded into the train tha(: i ‘ T

‘Garried them to Calnp Bz'amahott through cointryside that, ]

dges anﬂ Cultivated fields, fascinated He:nan. 5

G s ; * with its

Y The camp ‘had the best ll.vmg quarters his'platoon had seen i

e b and, alony with their ,prnxlm.\.*y £ London, this made the

dzu1s and twenty m.le marches bearable.| E: 3, %2
\ . ¥

Theu :z.rst leave took. the.ln inta r_he clty. After his i |

e initial ascoms:;mm—. at Tondon's ‘size’ and ‘activity, ﬂexman S
Ry in love w*th it. . He went “to his first ‘musical and a1l

?_hz exci ement of f_he Calais Opera House cnme back:. - -
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It was Chnﬂ, ‘Chin, Chow. When' the ‘curtains opened the
smell of the East came cut. They mugt have had incense
burning out back.. ' It was wunde:fql

....most afterncons would-find me seated in a theatre,
watching a play ot at a music-hall, J.istening to music

or watching a variety Good. to
camp. with an entirely new ouu‘ock on life. Something
worthwhile: always beckoping m I hoarded my money
between trips, so that'IL. /could sekoann hear as much'as
possible.34 5

He had nade friends within the group of'men, none who

shared his\mthusiam (for theatre and ,muslc, but people h? 1
i 2
o donad: join/ for:. time OfE! actlvities fn camp For ‘the most

[

part. these 'were trips: to the' dry cantesn. the occuional o

“movie or a’ game of icards.! He was not: ordinarily included
]
on drinkl.ng spzees o/ women-hyinting expedltlons, he, felt

3 ncclr’fortable with l’u,s mO:e experl.enced comradea. He did

. feel very much _part of the qteup thogh whenever ‘the platoon
perfomed as a whole, as when a sergeant who' ‘had hefn 'giving
*then a hard £ime was_ bombazded with boiled potatics one night

and*had the entire foty men artested. "'What do ycu know

about: ms,_m;rison'r "Not a/thinq, six; I was sound
i w35

asleep". He' lsa felt secure when he saw hw men who diga
J’mt confurm tn the unwratten rule! of Lhe group were, treated'
'MOst-any ‘day one:or another wuuld get ‘a'parceliwhich ! -
might ‘contain ahything, but:usually home-cooking -and '~
_smokes.” We got into the - custom of ‘taking any personal .-
item: from:our own-parcels,’ then sharing with -the other

the.eatables. : In this way, we had.small but more frequent
- ALL axcept one’man:" He would go, sit witi'his

. 3rie1abook 3, 47. BiText

3yinFLa 75-88; Jmtobiogrnphy, .

Pieldbook 1, 10




w o 3 of a: gxoup, ami he liked the feelinq.

o

+‘and.throwing the peels on the ground. :

- “to:the .front une.

las men were wounded and died.

B }37

back to'the rest, open his parcel, eat a little; then
hide it under his mattress. .Some jokester had an idea
and spoke about it to a few friends. The next time a
parcel came for meanie, whoever brdught it from the
aimy post office, would hide it intil a good: time, to

. work on if This. they did. -Taking out all of the
contents and placing them in an empty box for safe-

* keéping, - they filled meanie's box with dirty, smelly
socks.. On the next mail dehvery, |he. was given- the
box. He sat for a long time in his corner, then got
up and stalked away from the hut. He realized. that
he had been ‘fooled. I woiild like to say that this capéer
cured him. . Not so.  He Simply went to the post office
and requgsted that his mail 'be.given onlxstn himself,
Where he hid:it we never kne'w,. or cared. =

It vag t‘he closest Herman.had ever felt to bemg a part
After-his un).t had

‘France, in the springiof 1917 he Had an expenence

thn(‘. proved to h;un t.hal: he was- accepteﬂ.

“ma wire oh isarch and T yas sicksd Kad disrrhoes and.
‘felt really weak.

One’place'we stopped we bought some
oranges.and’ everybody was.standing around eating'them
There were a
couple -of ‘British M.P:'s there and’they wanted to.throw
their freight .around.. ‘"Come.on, you canadians, pick up
those bleeding, orange peelinqs . ‘Nobody paid -any-
attention. They said it again,-.and still.nobody p:.cked
up. 'I'guess:they decided,to make an.example of
one of us; and they-turned to'me. 'I'was sitting propped

ng t against the side of.a buildingﬂ and they started to
c

me up by} the Shoulder. strapsl, ‘All at- once, one
of our bunch'said,. "Fall ‘in. the .twenty=sixth"!, and . .
-abofit- two. hundred: men suxx‘o\mded them. He tcld r_he\n to.

et, and ‘they went.: 3!

i . ‘
They spent” f_he sumer. in France on. xeqular tours of duty

The iaceswin the unit began €a change
In October t.hay were suddenly g

Plelﬂhouk 1, 101 103 B! Text.




moved .tc ‘Belgium 'ana took pu: ‘in ‘the battle of Passchendaele.

‘ Hany of the Milltown men were qnne after thut and Herman

Found himself a Corporal, with riew xesponslbxh.t;l.es. P i

WEll, we had'a chap come to us as a reinforcement’

and uh happened to land inmy section. -And uh [sighs]

I'didn't krow it at the time, I didn't know he was

.shell shy or battle shy until the first time we got

in the line and uh one of the other men came along

to me affer we'd had a little shelling one morning,

he said, "THat guy is nuts, tHat ney fella"." I said,
. "Why"? . He said; "When those:shells 'started:falling
+" swhy he Eust dove right [hesitates] down into a hole’

and he - stayed there; and wouldn't come
I said, "Oh; well, he'll get used
to it after awhile, just the same as everybody: else".
So anyway, we finished up that:tour in the line.and::
went out”'and -we were out six days and then we went "
-into reserve for.six days and. things were fairly quiet
there. . :Well, then the night .came yhen we‘were go:mg
/to.go up and relieve the uh, I.think it was the
Hoyal Twenty-Second Regiment that night.in. the line
;and uh we were .going along in the, in the dark,
heading. for the front and one of the fellas, came ‘up
to me.and s i%So and-so. fell out-and hé wouldn't v
come:along with us, he's sitting there, back there
along the road".. So.[clears. throat] I couldn't leave’
without nétifying .somebody so I trotted up and qusge ;
.to. the officer, and I said, "So:and so has fallenybut
without permission® and I said; "We've had a little . .
trouble with him before.. - He seems to be shell shocked
or somethiing or other". §o'he said; "Well, yougo back
ahd oxder him to comé 'along and if he dgesn't come’;
why, he said,. "you leave him there’whéfe'he is. You
understand what I'mjsaying"? And I said, [lau
“Yessir, I understand".’-And I went back and I a
no: intention of doing anything: drastic so’ I went ba
and this chap had his equipment off and his rifle -
“thrown down and he didd't want to come at all, he just
‘fairly shaking with fear'and there wasn't.a thing -
£falling anywhere near us. “So at last I said, "Alright?®,
[phone _rings]. --So I said, "Well, I'll tell you,.it's
like this., .I'Ve got orders, to bring.you with me or
leave you here”, and(T.said, "What do'you want ‘to do"?

ick

= He said, "I don't wantito. go™. "So I was carrying a

forty-fiye' Webley revolver -in-imy holster.'-I took it
out of the holster and: pulled! the hammer back, carefully

* * pointing it at the ground while I did‘so'and I said,

. "A1nghc” I saxd, "There s the first click"; I said,




"The next click, why the hammer's fully] back and you
know what comes after that”. "Oh", he 'said, "Alright,
1alright I'll go".. So he put on his equipment and rifle
and came alohg with me and went in the line .38

They :Jmmea to France and spent the rest of ‘the year in and

out of the trenches. s :
Meanwhile; at home in New Brunswick, his parents thought
_it'would be wise, for Herman to’become engaged to the minigter's

“dapghter. . They wrote him and 'suggest'ed‘ this; .He had been.

”correspnnrling with the g:lrl, £ he aqreed anq they bought a”
ring ﬁnd gave .u-. [t heri. Herman felt far :e.moved fron all,
“of this,’ especially when hie went on leave ag,&in to Lundon.

_imm,maung I'u.s tunic:with new stripes and battle pat(:hes,

he happily went | tu the thaan:e (he saw Doris’ Keeene in -
. i
Ro%nce thxaé time ‘ate in restaurants and even r.oc?c a.

: girl out.

After. his’ retuzn to. Frinice he was wmmrled tuice, ‘the.

ked to be. trans-

aecond ti.me at )uuens in August. He had

fex!:eli 0. t_he Air: Cox‘ps an his transfsr had :'usf. come

(:h.ruugh when he was Hounded the Hadond tine.. He recovered

qu:Lckly and in ‘October went o' London m be zetrained. He

Had not been r_haxe long when the news ‘of the'war's end came.

. 'and e and hig clabsnates were xeleasea tolthéir. Reserye ‘Units:

In the few weak.s that remained he Hsm: to London seve:al tunes
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on the train and -took a trip to Elinburgh to.visit the
parents of one of ‘his-friends who had béen killed. Now

that the war was over, though he was fee?inq dxspl’nced

and wanted to go home.

P . B

In early December, the gossip had it, that A-1 men
would be .soon shipped home. ‘I kept my edr to the
_keyhole and beiny now employed .in'the main orderly -~ °
‘room, :saw the orders come in for the first draft to
return. We started to make a list of those who were..,
e¥igible, ‘it was to be one hundred men. ' Knowing .that
there ‘would be some who could not.makd it at the last - -

" minute for one reason'or another,.I;added my, hame to
the: 1ist. ' The R.S.M. when he saw'me on the first: '
medical-parade,’ did a‘double take,” walked up. to me ‘and

' said, ‘"What goes:on here®? ' I 'told him and being §§om
my own home distnct, he let me get away with it.

3 He- got home in tune for Chxiatmas * Hweve:, his home=
coning was not as 'p1easanc as he-had' t.hought ‘4t yould be. .
 When. he'saw his §irifiieqd again he realized that helwas not,

45 1ove with her and aid not vant to marry her. Howeve:, he
could not qet up the courage to tell her and disappoint both

sllence + She

»'mxues End 4o spent the ho!iduys ina hxooam

retu'rned tcv !{alifax in nl)\lary, Etl.ll his flancee, and he’

wem: to Px:edetictcm to z\:\ecexva his d;\.sc.harqe from| the azmy

New he ‘haa €8 face mak ng. plans. for hi future’ again; After”
‘a few nronchs his sewice payments vould stug and he wonld

have to find work._ ) B s

" C§ had n dden oF ever Fetiirhing ‘to -the mill.. What I
really wanted vas,’ to study misic, ‘The wonderful . .
menories of concerts.in London stiil nngezaa ‘nst of
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all, I @id not want tostay at home, with its occasional
reminders of the past and what I most desired to forget.

' One evening, at the supper table, my father asked
"What do you plan to do now"? I was honest and replied,
"study music".’ Was not prepared for his reaction. His

. .face darkened and he sat up straight and glared. "I
want ‘nothing to do with one of those long—haired freaks".
Period. Pinil““

jHerman was aigry and|upset.. On his way back to.

Fredericton he had talked to a ﬁmggist who, had worked

vith his brother.James in ncadam, He'nad offereﬂ him a

job ‘and'Hermari had promised to ‘it.. The day after

‘ and sts.ll ‘had his, servlce payments comingin, so Fe refuséd.

Jist. to accept his

_his father s outburst he called the druy

offet. o

‘He ‘worked in the McAdam drugstore for several'months,
boarding with the owner and -studying about pharmacy at night.
“hen the owner. accused him of selling liguor to someone

witho at a Prescription. | The owner, 1ang‘ry because he had

béen flned, would not listen to Herman's denials. Angry
hlmself, ‘his prx§e' hurt, Herman left for Hllltwn that day.

a few weeks ‘later ‘l:he druggist wrote: to apologise: he had

made a| mi.stake and would Hetman - come back? He was stubborn

“Fér 'a couple of munthi he lived at home,. ‘fairly peaceably

_with his’ father whe nad h‘im join'the Masonic Loage, probably

in.an effort 0 make him feel more accepted. He was not‘ '

wor*ing and bexng unfai.thful to his’ f).ancee vn.f;h a red—ha).red

girl he had met in, Cala1s. ; wE i

‘9n>16.,~14. D Text..
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This unknown to any of my family. We went to,shows

.and I visited at her home. It was a comfortable X

arrangement at that time. ' I was being dishonest in ° .
! this, I knew it at the time but coud not get the . {

courage to break off my enqagmnt. 3 i

In April he decided to go Gt s e b e
shopping trip to Boston. He -r.hougm: He would go"to some shows
.and ‘concerts thete. One day when he was there he happened to
pass’by the New England Conservatory of Music.. He vent in

and ‘had .an, J.m:erview and ‘was told he could study t.he:e.

Agatnst;Hia mother s, wiahes,‘

e stlyld hahind when sbe took * i
“the boat for ‘home nnd want to ou:d with a eou!in Hha llved

there.. A 5

He enjayad the l:l.ty and his lessons but beardinq with his

cousin was presenting’some pl:oblu\s Also his money was run-

= 4
ning low and he Could not f£ind work. With his last-army d:eqne o

3 he bought l-i.il return boat ticket to Eastport and went home.

st - I think nov, that I was a most unhappy fellow about then. | °
So much so, that. I even agreed-to go back. in.the mill: -~
again. ' I would have ‘to earn money to preserve some
vestige of independence. But: this|time, I would keep

% my pay, after I had paid'my board. Met the red-head

one niqrﬁ when down town und was: soon back in her good

graces.:

. | Before ‘long his.father haa hmd of .an opening. for a
druggut in Huuud, Carleton County, New srunaumk. By

“mpial, 14 porext..

3 ] 42mpia., 15, D Text;
|
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the fall Herman was there, living in another boarding

-house and’studying at night for his pharmacy exams. H
It was a small tmm and not much gomg on.” There was no
library there, indeed, there wasn't even a bookstore. ¥
All the denizens of this town had one kind of religious
frenzy of another. To illustrate, some club heard that
"I could play piano.: They wapted to bring in a big
picture, to raise money... They had an advance score >
. .. but nobody could play it.. Would I do it. -I would and
bl » +-did, rather got'a kick out of 'that., Later, one of the
§ * churches wanted an organist, I.was considered but the
lmere fact I had p].ayed for-a movie was enongh.43

Susm Barter wai mtelligent and vxvaclous as well as’
beixﬁ pretty and n1cely szessed One of four c}uldren born
to an Avondale man, Sam_ Barter and his Eecond wife LDttJ.e .

Wallace 6f Gloverdale, she had grown up thmking her fanily ,

was.'a bit speclal. The. Barters were a I Spectable faml].y,

A intarma.rrlad w:n:h the Orsers who had fxrst settled the
g d‘j_sf_r:_c(:.- Her father was an intellxgnnt, weu-reedtm and - 5

her: mother ‘was' proud to havé martied into.thé family Susie

s favourite. unghne: ana propably. had ‘been. more. than a

1 [~ little spoued. She had been’ away to learn béokkeepmg at
Acadl.a College in Wolfvxlle, Nnva Scotia ‘and no doubt seemed -

| : mete sophlstxcated’to Hexman .than:&ther ‘Hartland’ qlrls. e

met: her, father ana liked hin. Sam Barter had fanth. overseas o

‘43

Ibid., 154 n Téxi
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‘ his family in Fredericton.

. .in ‘New G;\aagm and moved me family thex.‘e.
®.

with the Barters who were living there by. this time. The

" sales job did not work out, he!did pot have enough money

'to hold him until he was earning endugh cémmission. He

found, a si.nular job in Portlasd, Maine that pffered a small
|
‘salary. He tried that until 1até fal

then quit and rejoined

Eatly in-tlie new year e fimna a’sales’ job wi.ar
: '

whpleaale‘ ug firm and was given the North Shore of Neir

B:\msvmk for hxs tezntory ~TPhi; Jah lasted 2 few yea:a,

the famuy llving in Frédericton and Herman on the road most

of the time, ::ave),lmg by rxain -ana: sle].gh i.n v.he vum:er

-'and hy car-in'the khmer.': A third child; Hugh was; boxn in

) Prede:!.ctcn, shortly before Herman( )\ud an - offe: et a slles

job from the manager of‘a candy company. He was more than
a little tired of the puve::y und 1solatxon of the Nom-.h >
Shore and he. saw-an: oppoztunxty to ﬁake nébey iwith né- oqhe:

company so-he dmnged ;obs. His new hase was~ New. Glasqw

md .!us t:e:nto:y, P.E:I., Cape Bretoz\ and thevi:astekn Shore'

of Nova scotu tutned out to xnvolve as muCh (:ime cn the.

xoad !s ha.s prevxous job. Ne'vertheless he rented a house

. While ‘his job 'kept hi.m‘ busy, he ‘feu "cha

jsu)ng

missn\g and he locked' for misic to sat:.sfy hm
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. was ready to retire.

71

during the war so he and' Herman had sométhing in common to-
talk about. - A good many winter evenings found him visiting
the Barter household and in Pebruu'y he gave Susie a ring.
They were married in March and set v.lp houlekeeping th =a
upstuzs apartment next doo: to the Baxtt!l, theu iurnituxe
purchased with the money that his mother had put ‘away for

h.im out of his tgxt_ue mill earnings.

Susie hnd becom~g:egnant soon after their marriage and
géve ip hér itk in the office at Herman's request. In|the
By thi's

his hruhher James Ha.nted

spring of 1921 th 1: first ‘chila, Marjory,: waa born.

time Herman wi

inking of moving:,
to'set up a'practice in Princeton, Naine, where an’old doctor
¢ He v-anted Herman-to join him f.here as

pharmacist.. I sounded m:e a.good idea -o the samly moved
to mine.‘ After a few cold winter months it became obvious
that the old doctor was not going to give up his practice

and m;. of the local pecplé bought patent kol uad W fin
gerieral store. : Herhan had to find work elsewhere. He ém_m

music lessons, arove the iy and cooked in a spofting camp. ;
Their son Jamed vnu. bo:n thére in Pxinceton so the demands of .
the £amily became greater. As much a he liked the hunting

and fiahing the area

foﬂted, Herman :snlized he hld to eam
more money than he could make 111 Pzincp:on. He. S5 s=1es .

+'job uith 'the Mas'ad\usetts bram:h of a large office suppne.

" girm and his wife and children movad ‘to p:Taenctm to stay




- thete and uperate a. bo@:ding house in Haine. His last tie .

e mth the town’ would be:‘gone. Then t:here was'a txngedy in' 5

| his mm.il'nediate fanu'.ly.

Huigh, - who had béen a healthy

baby at fu’st, had ‘d dxsense (‘.he %utars .could not cure.

H.e died only a year af

L Mennvh}.le, m.s ﬁub

athiues and f.ol;i him s

> Bab, the' last chxld, Ras born.

Pean &
s'\x’pex‘i'ieor didn't'like his m‘lhlsica'l’,

- They quaxrelled and Hemun quit

L the Jobl
‘ahd He was'hugd

I.uz:klly a New Gla qow chuxch neeaed an ergnnist:

Then the manager. af the theatre asked" h).m

to Pluy piano fcr \:he mcvxes. dunng t.he summe:. xxs organ’

teacher Had' quit and nived Eo Halifax but nis replaqenenﬁt,

agreed .to ‘teach Heman theory ‘md -:umpositmn ‘and“so. he

com:ihued vn.".h his ml\sxc lessons. £ -

cnme to Nova Scotia and he was cmt Of. anothst ]ob The * v

nep:essmn was beginning to be. .felt and Herman ‘thought it

el

A xnavgd to:Saint John' where ‘he had a. tempo:ary Job wif_h an

e vfamiljy s

ght be easier to get work in a 1argex' centre:

“as chnrch organi!t._ Throughuut the ne&t fane years ‘he' played

ox'gan ;Ln one af the h ’, "aia musxcal x _' 5 for

1.5

a concert crehestu, anﬂ played 1n Bon Hessexj i dance band.




One sunday- nigl’u: when I. was in off & trip, I went to.” .

a-large-chirch. Bqd been told there was good music ot
there. “And there was.- An excellent Choif,.a big -

“Organ anda man; to play it who knew what he was doing.

... ..On Monddy morning, I presénted myself at his

studio land asked that he take mé on for organ lessons.

“He agreed. .So, a new pattern emerged. -I would go

out on the road for all the week) go-to the unheated

church on Saturday morning; pracuse, sometimes with . . '

.. -lmy gleves on,: due to the cold. That night I wbuld !

. "have my ‘lesson. .But I was making progress and-in time '
on ‘several occasions, my teacher would be sick or under -

;. the weather.. I would get a'callgand have to tdke the.
Sunday’services.) This was no hardship for me But to

-’ a ‘couple of .0ld hens in the choir it was.. I never .- A

could. get by! r.hem as anythmg but an interloper. 4 e

He'Vas Happy' with' lu.s 1ess¢ns and soon’ found himself

involved in community activities: . he jo ned the Chbu,

m ;mau weakly meetings i Tt wastds a. mbrber of the New

Glasgéy Rdthry Club, that he decided’ ‘to change his, name.

Be ha neve.r llked "Haman .. .The Rotarians wore [nanie tags

eir meetinqs and many put their lucknames on t.hem. b »

* Whhn be was askeﬂ what he wanted put on his bag. ‘Herman sa:.d, T

"'kl“, shcrt for Albart, his first name, Fx'om then on even., )




'L‘here were g vacations for the whole famjly but sune }Q

- . and cha ‘¢hildren woulﬂ sqluetimes go ‘to Avondale in the
“summer, to visit he: par:ents. Bbf.h he and Susie i:eca.vne

o involved in communlty affairs. e belohged to. the Rotary .

shes 8 o .Club ‘and-sheé to the Baptist Church and they hot.h served, on

the schocl board:.for ﬂ\eir distxﬂt. ’l’hey felc more. settler,!

et here, than -they ever had anywhere else. Than the war broke, ulii]ie

A'rhe"r»

ere.noy: gzmm. Mazjory bacauie a hux:sing scudene :

"'Bob was stlll by

b ¥ “ KemAn was" Eent tu Cape. Breton to head a defense .unit -

the G'lace ‘Bay reqmn. : Duxinq his two. yaax‘s t_hm:e he'was

. prombted to a.Stats Officer's position.: He was being well

‘paid and en;dyed i's wbrk wh:.ch, with' its” specifit goal:

auected otganizational tasks, \was’ a'big change’, from the' past

" tén yeaxs of spreading hxmsalf ‘over oo it th;:ee unxelatea : A

jubs for subsistenca pay. . At home hid'son, Bob; ncw only s 1

ﬂ.fteen, jomeﬂ'the mrmy and ms wxfe, Susie/ got an.office

job S WEth the f).nanclal dtrig of. e ifamily so much

1mprnved, she'l

ght a piece of. landr our_ss.;{e e city and had.s o

one young men fram Ca:leten Cnunty come éc»m and buxld a g _’




the 'Family but ‘Herman. e was faced
a'peacetime job.
a new. caxfeen as ‘a concert pr'omatez.

well -and . the b\xslness was successful.

with the préblem of

Backed by friends'in New York, hé 'suztea

At first ‘things. weit

He. could live at

home, bringxﬂg in'a-good aalaxy, and got several trips a
yenr to New York to satis!y hib desi:e for concerts and-.

"; the tre: [ When the bus:mess Began to fa:.l he bacare. ais-

couragsd and bitte:, and then ﬂlslll\xsiﬁhed with lee in

the Maritimes which hi ‘coum see were. réturning to thexr

prewar. ecunmc pnsiuo Susie was happy with har work™

s
and Ber nei. home but ‘all the childrenwere St O and livring

“:""in:Ontario.

They sent reports of good ]obs and noney from,

hl.mse'.lf to see.

* 'l found a job s phamac st-in Toronto

\.and, feluctantl_ 3

jéin . hir

3 anot:hex house of . theix‘ own. HLS mother had'hecolne unable to

1aak after hexself and mnved in wl.ﬂ’l thEI!\. Susxe stayed at

home and; kept house and they- “had regular visits, from thiur

E ch.udren and’ grandch.\.ldxen. mthougn he, still felt some

. bittexnesa a.beut the fa.il\lre

separadun from ‘thh musf.cal waxld he das c‘cnfcttable ,and life' .

ran smof_hly fD: seve!al years. Then Bob calne ‘to h.un ﬂl.th

plm# for openlng ‘a radio statlon 1n woodstock, Naw Bx'unswick
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| In 1959 le lefthis wife,-Susie) to sell the house i
in ]Dntar)o and went to New Bxunswick to. se11 ndverdung N " i
_/Lor the new. statfon. ' Later lus wite and Bob's family movéd . T |’

down. "The next few years. we:e busy. 'l'he busmess gre‘w

¥ slwly and Heman, yho wuz ﬂoing the bookkeeping and payroll,

»fxetced and wo:rie about ‘the: lack af mney. Thlnqs weze g 1 v

3 not going his way; he felt he ‘was. losxng cont:ol ana aftei

ol R g part:u:ularly t:y:.ng per:Lod he had a: Reart a:uu:k. After . L

‘the radin statmn huoks and he wu £xee to. stay at ‘homy

: By this’ time t.hay/had bczught a house and that xespnns).b:l. ity

along w:Lth t'.he pressuxe of wdrkxng at home on the c:u:culation

N of anew newspape‘t ‘(another of his sons' proje‘cts) bmugm ol

the doctur told him that

ied ‘for his veteran's

£t

‘pemion dnd ‘went’ home to. kedp house For his wife, who was

kinq for the radio statmn. He' took over’ the c’ouking‘

ganizéd his ‘oun system -

fqr xunning _the hﬁusehnm oOnce the noLse paymem:s were - ¥,




healthy than he had in years. After a trip to Scotland
v with his granddaughter. he becane involved with the
eomm\mity through doing -o‘m va).untenz vcxk for Lha publu: ;

" library. This ac thytnth.llnpmodhnlthnadnhn
- nappy he was* closer eam a1y and €0 cther merbers o}
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8 HIS R'NDWLEDG.B[ AS EXPRESF&VB ¢ BBHAVIO_R |
X / D E %

8 lifa in” tem of h!.i emax'y of, the m;uunun;ty 1n g

heard as part pi 'his om -Be1E= x_esenta;txon.,_ rwas‘ familidr




,pnnént;: T remember at Vth'e'beqinn‘ing of .one uucﬁ tip my;

: p.r'e.’ata ’gix}ing' me

In the early 1950's, betbml‘l started school, my father,

x ¥ 5
Robert Morrison,was working in Torontd, Ontario and commuting
to and from our home at Lake Simcoe wma'l;y mother; brother,

sister and I lived. My g and my ra 's

mm.he; lived. ip mt.mpaunn Toronto ‘at the time ‘and. every »
nnce in- Mhile on:_a nekend uux‘ enf.ix:e family would drive

vint.o, the city to. viﬁt v}ith r_h_em. ‘ Soutin\eg‘ we -would  take

a Peppemint Pacty vxnppea 4 gxeen fo:U. 5
and telling mu that T was tc nga it to Gramie Nate, my

grent—gnndmofhe.:, vhsn we. got there" When the ™’ long cax i
ride was ovat the candy hnd melted in my hand and my motlu,x

ook i.t‘my ‘and said to never mi.nd. Gunmh Mate was not - :
" ap nppxoachahle woman: she was - a struqht-blcked, somewhat s
tr.u old 1ady vho fsually stayed in her own room with its
 faiking chals wa casary in a‘'birdcage on a stand. My’

brother, sister anﬂ T would go to her rnanlvich my grand-

“‘mother and be presented and Grammie Mate: weum put her Hona ;200,45

up to bar face. to. mald hexself irom our. gemlr ne would

look at the’ cl.mnty for a- few minnus and tth qo -to play

sk




s

\ l' vere dmnq betore. o :

; xme something to do with the War; an abstract water colout

4 81

and. clouing‘hd.t.b. graat ohs "and a‘hs n he sang in a quavering

I B
~ e

In the shade of the old apple tree, T
“There's a 1light “in your eyes I'can see,

Like -the voice: of a bird

That. neyer was heard 45 K 3

_old man's falsetto:

gt Mxtvhisp-:edmatmuietom.‘ A 5

? dﬁl.ng 'lt the ‘sane A that fis rattention
as"takm mny £zo|u his book or f_he televulon. The per— .

o v
] fnmanae wau a graer.mg oF,a slwpla nckhwladgmnt of my £

% presence and vhan it was ovu- we might gc back to what we

-. - I have fever seen =y grandf-t_hqx igngre a- ‘@ila. me

m.ght become eritat:d vith -one and aend it auay or he might - .

CisoApe himSLlE £6 e rommhie had in"every house my graad-
‘parents owned; the zoom'vith his reckd px.yéx,'célevisxon,
" desk, big: chair and hassock, ‘alvays vith the.same pictures.
of ‘14 yallas -ﬂuu‘yeﬁm.sh pen “and ink draw: ;.

dese:t or some other bleak place r.h.at I alyays thuught mt

print of a x.'lverbank, nmi i putura of & rounded girY. hom.ng o




3 % i ! B2

. £ w e i .
ot Just the samé, there were times, ahd they became more
frequent as we grew older, that we would go in and visit '
with him: It was at these times that he would confront .

us with the question: “*Why. does the ogean ‘roar"? \givlng,

‘ous the answer quwkly before we' had: too much: tu\g tc '

Telk -»b-th.ink about u.'or hAwouldsay. : ’

+ [T e Tudd the Honey ‘Bee | O I bl :
4 s Climbed way up’ ‘the.apple. tree, g Ry i sretie T
;"I said Bob Todd.you crazy clown por A
“T! 1 I'ut You with a hnck :.f you: don't come dmm.

or. he nu'ght. offa’i' so hypnotlse us, ’by suok‘_inq 'pdg ks

scxetnhed palms vith his o u.ntu otz hands. would £1y up

i to mud-. his as if- f_hay "haa been magnetxzed. 1f supper, %

.‘wm-e ready and. beijig,called he would Sing: - (to-thé tune. .

Thare L's 4 boarding house,not £4r away’ : -
!~ Where they serve pork and- beans, three times & aay.

g H Oh: how the boarders,sing, when they hear the dlnnerbell xing;:
on rmw the bparders ssng, c‘hxee times a y.47,

i haps was the’ inténtio

'pa:ents wére ralsing“‘us

) E'vgn ms m_écompucsué Kin . Sl

,rxammymmory, B Textl. i n . S S U ; st

Compare. Tbna and: petéi opie, i i
‘schoolchil et “(London: - 0x£ora
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children (especially me) to understand. ‘However, it
wasn't long before most of us knew the repgr‘toh‘e and,
prmpt:a'by:-y"gx,»dmmer,.naa learned to say, "oh;
ﬂ'v in’the proper belittling tone of ‘voice; or simply
> anuze ﬂw per!omnce and go on to ‘more impoztant uungu,
like ~r]1e glun henthat held the cmdy, or t.he telev:.slcm.
-"ﬁ

He ﬂevar stopperl to wondet about ﬂ:a oxxgin of the &

matexinl he 'used in (:heu pertomam:el or of me 1ungax~ i

stor-ies we heard from him as we g're'w aldsx. As Sar aa v}e
‘were concernad, r.h.ey maze Just put of hi- uxuque way of
teasing or ente:ninmg us and’ nut zeally worth pondering
we:“ ){elt.he: aid he. stop to reflect on t’.ham verbally; . =
“for hin they were simply bits and pieces of iemary ;thst Ha
P pulled 6 thie-snrfase 5o capture the wandering attention
of a child. This was not Serious or important stuff) it|..

had same ent-rtnlnmant value but hn never would havé con-

side.red J.t 'ort.h rmx

N n‘ was th.ia kind of material, this expressive behavior:
songs, :hynen, jokas, proverbs, riddl:; and other vozd play,
. thatmy gkamifaﬂur neglected mon in hia wxittan ansvexs to

%0 snxlieahhnin's qnestlunnaire. Part of tl\e Teason for' t:hin

is my. grand!uthet s use a! genexnl a:atexun :cher than 5




that this kind Of material lacked significance in a:
Mhistorical study. fe faithfully ansvered § sumeahh{xn s
:equests for specific materiul, as vhen he woéked ma way

th:ough “the’ thxee hnnéxed-odd tale types:in C.hapbex: XIII,

o , and even wxate dcmn soms stoxies not' mentwned hy the

Handl:unk but .he trsated the stotlei\casuany and expzassed

lus epinion that theymere not: uf much :.nte:est in ﬂua

“Kind ‘of. study. ; _f D '

¢ b

Even though my. grandﬁather was not a speciauzed ente:—
tainer, knwinq xs.bout his.use of these pieces of fo:malized '
commumcation is unacxtant -for an' uﬁderstandlng of 'his view

6f Knowledge and it is for this reason. that'this chapter is

written.

My grandfather has never. thought OF himselfias astory-

terle:. ‘He gfew up in 2 quiet huusehold in an md:.vidual
iM:ic soclety thal: aid not. care ‘much for storytelling. X:le
was educated in a tradxuon that® saxd knwledge ‘came .from
hooks, and knwledge was what one needed to get alpng in

" the world - Because he Epent much time . alone he was not - o

axposed to'a lot of oz:aly steryteilm Howevet, the




And uh eventually u: cane 80 that 1 didn 't want 1-.0 . 7
ledve her and' when'it came’ bed time if she was. stay’lng »
overnight -why I'd.¢limb in bed with her, and she'd i ®
te1l nme;stories; after we wan‘t to bed, ~Tt's a'~gréat B
pity that ve didn't have reccrding in |those days. . . g &
because no doubt there are: mary sEories that, ‘that X ! .
;, can't remember Ecm\ hs].. One night we were' Eing b i

bed ' and gre iheard coughs] fire bell ring
.and b'gfo e long 'ﬂ;e £ire apparatus wént- up b ur T
house [doughs]. . umped out' of bed'aid I‘said, e

"Be jappers, Pat., I've got.to go amd see where that 4
firé'is"!  And I was, remémber I was wea:lnq a niqht

5 "Bejappers, Pat, you get back, in- ped;- i
*foxyou ‘to be ruxmirrg around like’ »uub

hinel ’teuussfe {onate; deronstrative woan
insuxed )ua remembar:.nq hex: storxea, even thouqh he xepeated
\:hem himself vexy ra:el.y. 'rhis early famuy 1nfluence was

t:he»cxcepv Dn) hls mother and father falmost ; never tolgiﬂtﬂties

Jarpund ‘hin and rever 'read o hiln. Y SR

granﬁmother s farhe . Sam Barter, in: uaxtland aruund 19 Q
M. Barter, whq_ haa bean postmaster, storekeep!x, ,mu And
I.Lnnswx_ck, had‘

latge r’épertuire ‘of fam,ly and 1ocal\s1:o:‘ies. He amJ kx;ew |
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The fxrst storytellex he knew was hxs maternal grand- - L&
mothex‘, Annie Cwan Towérs. Daughter of ‘an Olster linen e
tradesman who had’ :umugrated to Nova Scotia, and with n‘:ue

] 3
education herself, she grew up ih a tradifion very d:.ffarent 8

from her grandson® 5.’ she fola stories, funny stcxies a!mut

'foousn Catholic Izishmen ana ;neix— adventures in the: Old

“eountiys

Pat’'and Mike ‘Sr_ere on their way t5 fown. on ‘& Saturday’

niqht ‘Theisr' jug was empty and ‘rolled’ around under- N
eath the seat of . their cart. . When'passing over a i

Short bridge” near the marsh they were astonished to

“hear: Ghostly. voices ‘sayind over and.over, ; "Chug= .

Tum, Chug-arrunm'. ‘Pat to Mike: "How 'did th J

i . divils’know’what we was: after”z On the retum.txip,

B “the jug now fun, -was. standing ‘upright between their

feet: . Handy. for. the occasional nip: ' When 'they-were:

in the -middle of ‘the jittie bridge; the chorus R

stirted once more, at full yolume: “Chuck—em-in . ' Lt

*jug| and-all, . Chuck—en-in jug and ali". ' Pat reacted

‘quitkly, beat up the horse and: they rattled away to X

/hone:and safety, No doubt they needed 3 good nogker. "/

\after that narzow shoms. pet i

‘

‘¥then my gzandfath.er vas very young Gramie Tovers :,
‘ yould come - m vlsx,t and tell hin stories nntil bedtlme. i,
I Sojetines: she wou1ld atay the, Hiight ana then he’ would ‘climb

into, bgd vr_\.th hex: and ll:sten to Pat_; and M:Lke" until’ he ‘fell . -

Now when: &he _carie > £o. our: Licise thch she did qu:n

. frequently, uh, and would stay overhight.she would: '
‘tell me these: stories and:I.always:was open for, zu:,
Stories -and T ‘would stand in £ront of -her or:si

a little hassock @nd she would| tell me these s

St s,




7
For years the pedple of' thos\{xts had told' the"

" ‘story of-a settler whp became -alarmed -at-the presence
-'of Indians nearby. - He buried his treasure -in.an iron’
.cooking pot,.moved to a'larger-settlementand neveér

- returned. It just happerjed that a few.lads were .

5 % speculaung on this yarns.. anmg the location:of ,

* an iron. céoking pot, plnns were ‘made.. to h.nng (:he

. story alive. i

Uit ' To further :h’&s end, a rumour conce

of a-mapy yellwed with 'age and half

' fully planted in'the ‘saftlement. -

: .iSome days passed as the-planted story grew and was

“s ... widely circulated. On the dark of the moon, the lads,

“_ X complete with fake map, shoyels -and iron pot, made’, ‘-

.. their dray | to .an'gat field owned by the so—caned
miger.. They dug & hol placed the pot. in. sug

- ‘mannef ‘that’ it left the imprint of its round bottom \

: and three- legs.on the hole, removed the pot; left'a. O]
pizce ‘of the map under -a‘ clod:of ' earth and returned
to" t.heu‘ _hames in high‘glee. * ;,
It was reported that the miser. on dlscﬂvery ‘of .the" - \
torn map, and:-hole with:the 1 mp: xnt of iron pot, took
to his bed several. days-.50

e . H |, e 'f‘l

This ‘story -and others that'Sam Barter told became:part of

my grandfather's memory, to be brought.out on occasion when
he wanted to entertain, -but for the most patt to make up
his mental picture someone he “had lil,sed very mich. '

RN - In 1922 the ‘drug firm my qxandﬁau.er was woxk;,ng for'

" sént ‘him to Mc}\dam Junction in York County, New Brunsvuck

to. cover another traveller's territory. ““After dinner one
o hight at the. Btation Kotel he wandéﬁed into the dining room

\ and sta:ted playlnq t_he pxano. Another salesman came up

and introduced hxmself. his . name was D Neill, he was' from

\ Saint . John and’ he was a musician too. on later- trips 0!Neill

50' g |

o A.H. Morrison,” "Newt and Sarge® ‘¢olumn, The augle
5
T

(Woodstock, N.B.: Bugle Publishing Co. LEJ
March 1964), n.p. |




brought his violin and he ity - grandfather would play

for sxng—sgngs araund ‘hotel pianos. O'Neul also turned

out to-be a sr_bry'{ene;: he had-a large collection of off~

O ey colou: jokes and other smoking car storibs which he Would

tel,l on the trains or. xn hotel rooms over h;p Elasks. 2

i o . % .

\ - Thls story concerns Pat alone. it eens\ tha: while
. dawdling-in the butcher shop, “he-had. seen_a’ small han,
just-at the . edge of counter. e -touched xt “al %
saw. it fall, then with no person-observing,!
.‘whisked it undetneath ‘his coat, turned, and stnlled "ol
‘whistling as- he went, . g
. ‘On'his way home,. he suddenly realized it ha as about: 1w
/" 'to'pass the churchj: Stricken by guilt, he walked. up, -
K the path, hid the ham beneath the steps ‘and went’in.
" Finding'the Priest in, the Confessional; he 'bared, his
soul: When'asked where the ham was at that moment, he's"
gave its location. " Then, two things happened, as his
_penance-he had to make the stations of- the" cross before
going hame-and’ a passetby had notjced Pat secreting the
ham, crept up’and.took it away. -50,.when Pat emerged,
) thinking to retux‘n the ha.m to the/ butcher shof, it'was
ta ' gone. .«
* .+ 'Time vent on until on & ﬁne night, ‘he' h%d met a
neighbour's wifé and being:: Tomantically -inclined,” lured’
Jher into a copse. Returnlng towards home from this
unexpected tryst, Pat again found-himself passing the _
- 3 .. chufch and history. repeated .ijtself, “He went in.and P
g confessed: All went well until the Prles{ asked' him
e : . the name of 'thé: woman. ' "No ycu fcn € Par_het, I told
% you before where the’hani was"

'

My grandfather liked o'ueu; and jadmired his ability to
i . 2 "manufacture" stories: "For-instance, he would come across

a good joke in’ a.paper or magazine and a month from’then you

“.Adaing defail and dxalogue he I
2

¥ . wnuld Hardly recognize ‘it.

wis really sh entertaining clisp” i3

; Hawevg:, O'Neill liked :

SlyunFri 75-88, Questionnaire Answers, Ch.XIII, 2. D'Text.

"S2MUNFLA 75-88, Mi'scellaneous’Collecticn, 42. 5 B 1
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- t\dtink Ana because my.grandfathér.did not, they grew
o notsbefore he had 1earne?,.q good many of 0!Neill's

. . stories. 4 .

4 ‘My grandfather. heard ‘and re o stories

lus life but he never again knew storytellers as memrable

A ~
as his Gramie Twers, sam Buter and’ D‘Neill. Each one -of

: these peaple had'made friends with him at a T tine whe.n ne 5

y' whether, he :emembe:ed

S ey was lnnely, so J.t is diificult o

storytallinq because he likedthem so much or l\e liked

them beca\:ue ot their outgoing, socinbls storyteller 5 Y ey
. personalums. Whichever, is the more: uccuxatF interpxe.tnion,
7 | it is plain that these peopl! had a utrnng influence of\ his

store of knowledge and on his dealings un.h‘ other people..

2 .My ¥ had eight gz children: My Aunt .Margie's
d son and daughter, my Uncle Jim's daughter and: two sons- and

Zy brother, ‘sis:s:_ and me, children of his youngest sén, sot‘;f
All of us \_/isited with our grandfather on occasion and we

211 experienced his’ joking and storytelling at one time or
another. My brother, sister and I probably saw most of hin
while we were growing up becduse we ixyea in"an/apartment
from 1062 until 1969

in ny ents' house in

There was.a lct of cnming and ‘going between the a:wo households,

especially among the chxldren. when we moved ta thac house

my father decided. that television was bad for gro.ﬂng chilﬂ—

FHa ren and :efused t& have our set hooked up. Gramp;, on the




" treats to eat. During this peri

other hand, watched his televisio_n a lot and mary .évening.s
would find us Aownéiahs watching it ‘with hin and my grana-’

- mother. -They seemed ta enjoy our collpany and would make us

- somebody gave L2 grand-'
mother a pair of hamsters. ami before. long she had a colon},

of the animals: All of ‘us childten spenbhonrs with

granamother | and her hamsters, building cages for new Litters [
and ‘plotting qsnetic charts. Oux Wﬂ purentn were busy with

‘a st:uggling busine!s at this time, both of f.hem eften work-— s, e

ing nighta and waeke‘nds, and r_hey ‘aia noh ducourage us

from: vun:i.ng with our qrandpaxents. ’

It was dur:lng these  informal viﬂh‘.s that He heard much
of mrgnwfamex s ?toryteumg and teasing. wnen we had
beer Jery- ycunq his x‘epextmre of . shorter foris, one line
qum‘racks. nicknmu (1ike Skeezix Dt Jack-a-Knapes) ‘or
riddles had to do,” because we were “always on the o antli

would not sit still to listen very long. But by this

we were old gnougﬁ to listen to stories and unmeﬂqneé he
would even. reminisce, usually telling only the himcurous
pe:sunal expezience stories, ' like chis one ‘that tonk placer %

at Camp Valcartiexs 1n Quebec ‘during the first war.

This is how he wrote the sto:

| later ons' Y
We had a real character, named Dave Foss. . He wads about
35 T would say and had 'been all over,:with interminable

. stories to ‘tell. ' Even claimgd he had been a cattle




,"And, ;f my grandmother was not’ uraund.

xustler in the west and sported a powder ma:k on his'

- cheek to back up hi tale of being shot at onetime,

Oné- evening, -Several of us were going, up 't thg can-

teen and we were passing by the tent where *Dave $lept

but he-was not sleeping, he was. sitting on his blanket
1 roll just outsjde 'the tent, wi his head in -his. hands ..
'Someone syggested he come tp with us but he replied

at he. was stone broke and worse, he was as dry as a
wooden leg.' We Walked ons;but someone: suggested that
‘we buy old Dave a-drink, a big.ome, .Circling back,
‘we, secured a wash- tub, cleaned it out,and carried it
up to the canteen. on the bar, ' the
barman:was ‘skeptical when'-we told him to £ill it up.
He did; we split the. wst amongst.us and " two' ca:ryan,
“the others following,.w linés. '0ld .
‘Dave was stild in.the same, osition. - ThHe two cédrriers
. held the, now “full «ub just. beneath his nose and he
(came awake wiith .4 “jump. Tt was some comical to 'see
‘that thirsty £ellow. drinking beer out yf the tup.
considered our. ﬁnn%well spent.5 ¢ -

More often, hovever, hé would. tell. qﬂprt jokes like the
ones Ebout Johnny yjmi the' teacher:

Teacher~ “What's one’and omem? .
STohnny i
Teacher: "That s ‘gdioa,’ Tohiny s
Johnnyl: "Hell, that/s s perfect” :

—iCan soueone give ne: & -*—t—e'en ce Wi e

| Words 'bitter.end" in it'. >

h My cat ]umped ove& the fence and my dog .
-0 bipter ehd” ,

' The teacher came ints the classroom and there, written

on the black.board in chalk was: - JOHNNY 0'NEWELL'S ‘GOT

'PHE BIGGEST TOOL'OF ANY"BOY IN -SCHOOL. . "Are:you
‘responsible. for.this, Johnny'?: 'Yes, Mtam". '!Then
‘you stay in after schwl'

The next -day when the class came into: the 15 oo i
. there was:a ney. message’ written on the bladkboard:
_IT PAYS T0 ADVERTISE.S6. %

MUNFLA 75-88, Autobiography,” 5"
MUNFLA 754 as, €2506, 281: C Téxts

)




= et
ST qx:amifat.hgr would not nake a, point. ot r.ell

wumber of storiel. ‘in a row, but ‘used narntives in

same way he did other forms of e&pxeasxve behquor, -as ccn—

vezsae!.unal devices rather ﬂmn u,qnds in t.hensel‘vu.. !"or

example, ohe of us might mél}tion going ¢ a wovie and he

would sa;

¢ v B

“ Do’you know ‘what happeried, in Saint Jeniat the theatre?’ . .
There.yas. this: drunk man in. the balcony. and he Had - to

use the bathroom. He just stood ‘up; undid his fly"
oo, S i and’ let go cvet the" edge of the balcony. Theré was

Lot TR ;0% .. this- bald man belo watching'the. hovie and he’ ‘began
st % to feel the: H.Ktl en‘ his head.  He looked u then -he
7 3 < -got up and’ shouted} - "Waggle it-about a o't
i you .chappienI'm getting the bloody all of 11:"'57

& ¥n the,'same \ira'y he might be 1ea)ung- for -ome:h.u&g for one’

. of us and vhen he found it, he would exclain, B _Aha":_cxigd

‘e Duchess in accents h.ld and shook her wooden legi:28 ;

“His performince was alvays low-key. 'ne.did not use

many artistic devices other tham the itself, al-

. g though he aid have a few cha:acf_erlstlc, :Estraxned—qestures.‘
his eyes popping dut or daxtxng £rom side’to side, a tight
O ,- almost a grimace, and'a back—and-forcn motion wlth.

S i
* his hands, palms of his hands and forearms cutstxetr_hed,

‘elbows close to the b‘ody. He mised 'all/these R ‘eseures when he

1. " was descz).bxng t.he acucn of 7oma eneaky, shiity ‘or frohsh

STeielabook 1, 75. B -:exC ] -

%‘?sm my memory. B Text. -




. yas always,ccnscxous of :-he

chaxractear'.L The reaction of his audience was usually just

as' low—keyed as hls perfamance, althnugh somenyes one of

us would respond with a riddle or ;,oke of bur ‘oyn,

A .. ‘While he dxd consxdar his jokl.hg and storytelling

wn_h ug ;unportant or senous perfoxmance, my grandﬁather

evices' ‘s’ed'by perfcmers to,

~ :
15 pxano and m:ga playmg and he en;ayed hm)self very muﬁ!h .
*when an oppartunity to. enter J.nto che :unagmatmn of an

it ﬂld when he took a\

Py %
+.8inging part in a Gi].bext and Sull:wan producti,ozr Ln New.

i ‘

-ance; that ccul used to entextun or '.l.nfluencf penp;,e o

successfully. At one pclnt uhen I"was still doing the re-
seax:ch for. this study. and asking him’ qugstions about. story—

¢eumg By letter, he wrote.me, a 1ong magmauve piece about

the dramatxc ongins of storytelhng Y Accardlng to this,

at the beginnxng of cxvxuzatxon Soe. people whq ere g

telling j 1ne,d others: with a talent for mnk g music.on’

. Glasgow. and when he :unpzovxseﬂ on p.\ano at afteznoon‘ shwmgs 20

,,H e " 37’:".._vf




| primitive instrunents and. Eorhed ‘tzourhs of ehterfainsrs, ;
travelling) from pl‘ag:‘ettc place to make, their living. The .
influence &f commercialized, Vaudevillian live performance

\cm his conceg;_xon of entertalnment fand stoxyteumg is' made
plain by this. h1smx'1ca1 1nvent3.on. Storytelling oriqxnateﬂ .
because ‘of a human need and_yas Fet by an equally human »
abll:uty and;’under- l:hese c;.rcumtances, it was only natural

. that the exchangé was .an eccnamlc onex. Because t)_:; actox:-

o e
storytellet vas, it on the ‘af ‘Kis per
for his 1ivelihood he’ had to be aware! of the formulae that’

,.would work to pléase his’ audxence& o et N
My grandfather hifielf was conscious of the existence
of ‘the formulde thaf made up effective performance. ‘He had

. beena performer himself and could be critical when watching

the performance’ of others. - He possesses a strongly developed

aesthetic with regard to gtorytelling.
A good story should be:human, when it expose®” some i,

foible all the bétter, but never to the point of.making~

somecne feel foolish, = Generally, should not be tco . *
long or-cluttéred up with a lot-of explanat1ons along *
‘the ‘way.' = Simpleand direct. 'To 'me, telling stories is
quite another thing than writing them. One is apt to
be more wordy in the latter case. ‘-ﬁlhen there is the

'absence of human. reaction. When one sits’and .tells, he
"is-studying his audience and playing on their' emotions.
This lack of audience was the biggest hurdle the early
Motion Picture .actors .had to jump. You have probably
hoticed the way-an.0ld’ time. actor conunuauy eyes his
audience when.dging a live show: He is'looking for
re-action, which if favorable, encourages him to do
better and if not, ‘to gull up his socks and.prepare

.
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¢ . \
\

A - ~ -
better material.- Unless confined rigidly to a script,
. I have féund thaw actors an@ story tellers may change
pace, sorie vary nuances  and .e¥en words, if their

immediate inspiration propp}g ‘them to do so. They do
o ] N

"not make too 'many mistakes.

. ¥ The distinction between oral sterytélling and writing

was an i‘mpcrb:ant one for him. W. H. Jansen found the same

attitude in‘ja narrator he studied: " . .,
A For him reading and-hearing are really quite separate
formsof\ experiénce. - 'He enjoys them both,. But-his "
; répertoiry for oral performance ‘has, gome ‘almost .-
. ~exclisively from what he has heard.6l" .~ . T
N sl
L o s Yis pa 4
The only difference. between Jansen's-gtoryteller and-my |-
!, grandfather| is that Jansen\{s storyteller lasymore respect
. |~ 5 ¥ W L ‘ 4 .

. for ‘otal pex ; “than ny fatherd who feels that
| . B

written work is'more valuable. “For my grandfather,- this
split view Of the storytelling lexperience affected the way
| “he presentéa this kind of jraterial threughout his life and

to me for the thésis projects | ..
[PE \

“Even - [though he had & ‘strong consci of per

ce

| z \.. N
.style and was ‘aware of thé entertainment value of ordf” -

storytelling my grandfather still consideréd this medium

frivolous-and hardly worth spending' time on, except as an '
6°Ib‘i§. ,:.38, .. D Text.
61 | : Fi 5 s Se padh F
Ly Hi,Jansen, "A'Narrator: His:Repertoire in Memory
and Performance", Folk Narrative Research: Some
Paper's. Presented at the VI Congress of the Inter-
Rarional Sooiety for Folk Narrstive Reseaseh
Hels Finnish Literature Society (Studia
ennica 20).; 1976),298. :
& / ,.3 . . s <




entertg:lnment ,gor children. ‘This split view of stt)x'yw
telllng was a re?ﬁ'it of his educau?:n which‘had emphauua

" - “ine 1mpont§nce of reading exPerience and he(hag learned -
i / " that the most respectable way of comsunicating was by
L O writing. For intelligent adults the most effective

e nedivin for stories was print am:l, at orie point in his life,
§ N ‘“he: had n, opportumty to! ﬁansforn\ smne of the[ oral material * ’

he remembered into this £
SN
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+, contemplative men, mc:re fnterested in

In 1964 my. un in um—isow 2and my fathet, Bob
started publlshlng a weekly newspapez, The Bugle, to

compete with Woodstock's long established ‘weekly, The
62

~Se nel Press.

They wanted colums, for the new paper

\;nd my grandfather fqmd himself writing a weekly piece
called "Newt and. sarge” .63 o kept.it up for about a year |
unt11 he decided it wasn't being read and stoppad wr"' ing o )
it. "Newt" and "Sa.rge were twoo!,d soldier- fxxends who

lived- tagethet and s t a g!eat deal of the:.r t:.me Ye=

miniscig 1‘h)fron: of ' the fire. hey were pictured as
history , teldgion ardl

ph_llosophy than in gosslp. Into l:hxs narxatx.ve Era.mewozk
my grandfather inserted social comment based on his everyday
experience and stories, some built around vividly remembéred j

past episodes, otheks direct adaptations of stories he had
heard from oral sources.

His adaptations| of the personal memory and stoxry
. | 1 -
material share a centpin quality: & strong visual imagery
] : J g g T
that le often lets stand by itself without.interpretive

commént. This was writing that was meant to. communicite mood
but also to stand as a sometimes restrained, sonetines: outright-

62See Jeff Davies, "The Woodstock Bugle is Sounding Off
Again"! Axiom, 2 (Part 1: 2, Oct. ~Nov., 1975) , 28,
“29, 47, s0. .

531 have a partial file of, the colimns, dating from

May 1964 .to July.1964, saved by my grandfather. They
have beén. photocopied'and placed  in MUNFLA undez
accession number 75~ :
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, S “Ftatement of values. An example of this car be’foupd in

< % .7 ghe following extract. from one OF the'columns:

N E e i f
© s we drove overa polb{ridqe,\ths coolk pc:mted ;o
v . fields, now céVered withlevergreens. ~!That was the '
. . faxm, of my old bess", he said. "Family grown up and.’
. | ‘away. Buildings fallen, They were fme people”.
{'let hin.ou at a .small: frame. house.. . the car started,
: I suggesged, "We .should see’the place" The drive, .
-+ partly. dbscured by‘alders. Beyond—, wreckage | of a.home.’
5 . .- Part of 'a ‘shed stood. und:ox yokes, a pxerced‘
VAL J- candle iantem, ‘a pewtez 'candle mould, an, iron pog‘,
5 3 pieceés of-.chais e
2 - 'Looking; throuqh e jwnble of the. house, Satge fcund
[ 5wt laframe with'Weath ten family. picturé..’ ;-
T 0B ‘' .Surropnding the d,.a Blot.'s Under weeds picl«ets
from‘a small’ fence’ a:nd a stcne. Raxsing thxs we ¢
zead:
T John B,
. - Arianda -
Bz).ngihq our shovel and axe from the .cdr we dug in
reset the stone. Cleardd the, ground.’ Sarge p}cksd‘-
oz ‘wild flowers
Thoughtfully we walked away ,; passing two mapl& tre
nto the bark ‘of ome: ~Two hearts entwined "
‘the other - 64

B This passage‘combihes visual iin‘agei:y with the implicit state=

s . T = . Lt o
ment: it is sad to think' that all/these people, struggled’ts .
3 oy

! .. - buil he(s disappeared, They worked -ha{d an‘a vere resp_gé:ea'

P~ !
% in théir community. For that we, hold ‘them in regard, and

therefore sfiow ourselves deserv:mg of! wedpects © ;L

oné device my grandfather \zsed of’te n the coh.ln\n vas

| to have'-an object, s;ght or sound stimulate sarge or Newt"

'nitxator" would be ‘a real

§ . ramblings. Sometimes this

object thaé-cramp had seen, tar ex_ample, rus stcry_\af the

5 645 n.udrrison, "Newt and Sarge™ culumn, The Bugle
4 o (Woods tock N .B. ¢ Bugle Puhushuq Co.Lta:, 23 July e Sk

1964), n.p. .




orxgin oi a pink gemstor(e left to him by his grandmother;
: other time he .uonld invent one, as when he has Sarge notite
‘a spide cuwung on the wbod-basket, leading him to
nd H:Ltchea, and .then on to tell the

. assuc:ata Splders
stox'y of . Gtannie 'rennam:. 'rmg was in keeping w-u:h his . i
tendency to associate ato:ies with matarial objects in-

starting convglsations. . He links the, expe:ien:e«nf the

ahgible réality of the ob]act w: th r.he invention he feels

is necessary to, uny good staz‘y One- o}: these "openezs'

expex: enced by most of the chl.ldran in’our extended fa.mily

is refe:enu to. the skatue of two small boys that has

Iways had a,pladesin: my g:andpatem:s living room.' - It bears

; -~ 4 8 ;
% iy Khrass plate with /the title, "The Secret"; in script. * Gramp

ould say, "You see .those tvo ieum standxng there" One.is

sort of lnokxng down wx(h hxs hand in his poc.ket and the

other i Hhispnr;ng into his“ear.’ It's supposed to be -that

he's tel)ing the ather one“a secret. Bt I caLl it "The
To\ich" bedause he's really askulq to boniow Some. -money":5>

- As yell as usinq this device as an opener to'z story,

conversation vi:h c.hildre:l t_han with

3 wluch .haggens more:]

- situations where he is peing in-

“aduits, G-rams uses it
sty uct:va, such as when he asks: a viaitar to lock aty the

Clan nprnson ]!:resc badge he has mountad on t.he wa],L above. . .

“his ._:hau- ag p(prelli.minaz_y to telling them about’ the history .

‘S5erom my. memory. € Text: £




.bacquound‘ ’My grandfather s use cf. t!us devi e in con-

101

. of the Clan. His fondne’ss for the device is also reflected

in his. choice of the Sllde show medium for his history

projects: he duects the attention of the audlence to a !
i =
picture of a place or an object and.relates the picture to

. the history he is talk:Lng abDut, and to the music in the

vereaticn Eidy in ms wrltxng seens. to be: auec ly xelatad

to hxs need to 1:mk human conunumcation to solid, unchanging

‘»reahty, that part of :eanty hé understands best, 2

Of all the material he ‘used in t_he Newt and Sarge

column, one Of the most interesting if/ is treatment of a

Barter family legend, thé story of Grannie Tennint. Look-
ing at this example it is possible to follow some of the

chafiges made in the adaptation of an aral stoty to printed
fotn and-albc ta analyke tie SHECHRNE'S, AL EUas towaeds

this

cind of material in terms of a larger tradition of

storytelling.

Hare is the stbry as.my grandmsthier remenbets having

heard it:

| W}ell the way I remember it, there was this ol lady -
who-was staying with the Barter family - this was when
they lived up .around Kingston; above Saint John. - and
things'were ‘going wrong, it'was like & bad spirit in’
the place, and_people thought it was. a witch. I don't
remember it all but I do remember one thing:they'd go
out in- the morning to milk the cows and: they'd be -
turned around, with their hind legs'in the mandger- and
facing .out.. 'So they had a trial - a trial by fire -
and they put the old lady-in a chair, in'a rocking g




father-in-law, ‘sam Barter; .in

|

B T “ ’ 102

chair by the fire, and they made a little doll and
put-it in the fire. And as it was burning she was ~—
supposed to burn-- if she was a witch. And they

say she did - writhed and cried - and her mind was
never the same aftervards. 66 .

The story of Granaie, Tennant had been told in: the Barter
family since théy moved from Kings County upriver to Carleton
County ‘around 1830. It had béen in the fanily around a
hunc]::d years ihen- ny grandfathex first heard it'from his

&1920'5. Sam and his
brothers' and sisters heard itfrom their grandtather,

James M. Barter, and they all told it to younget mzmbers of

- the fanily. Hy grandmother, San's daughter, says that Sam's

sister Lattle knew it best. The strictly oral tradition

seemed to .stop at Lh_ls generatiJn for, to her knowledge,

.nohe of my qﬂndmcher s brothers, sisters or cousins told

the gtory 'to their children. At one point in his later life,

Sam Barter had his daughter Florence, a bookkeeper for a
Hartland fim, type a. nmﬂJ:er of the stories,.so that they

would not be lost. After Sam Barter's death_in 1963, his
Gaughter Jane kept the typewrittem copies among her collée- .
tion of family papets and photographs, where I first.saw

themein the sumer gf‘ 1974. My uncle, Jim Morrison, familiar

With the story through Sam Barter's telling and his father's

"Newt and Sarge" column version, got a copy from Aunt Jane

and passed it on to his journalist friend Stuart Trueman,

6GFieldbook 2, 102. B Text.



. 103

who had it published as one of the chapters in his Ghosfs,
Pirates and Treasure Trove: the Phantoms that Haunt New

Brunswick, in 1975.57.

Hhan my grandfather came to work in Carleton county ‘in
1920 and started goinq out with Susie Burter, he heard Sam

Barter telling a number of tnxe local stories. These ‘were

not 1ost on the young_ Charlotte County mari; t:hey captured
his: inagination and he remembsre:l and began to tell ‘them to

his tmn children later on. ong tha stones he heaxa fxom @

¢ Sa.m Baxtez in Cazleton councy were the" Grmnie Tennant

s legend and the story about fa}(e buried treasure at Avondale,
both of which he used in his "Newt and Sarge" column .years |

“dater. . |

His version of the Grannie Tennant story, reconstructed
from his memory of Sam Barter's telling, differs f£rom Shm
Barter's typed version mostly in what my grandmother calls

"embroidery": the addition of.colourful details, actually

traditional mofifs in themselves. For example, where Sam -
Barter's version makes no reference to the old lady's originm,

[

Geamp's' version makes it known to only one member of the & i

comumty, who makes ". . . the sign which warded off thé
evil-eye Meg drew near".®® Sam Barter's Story has a housey 5
T ) T s ~ S

675tuart Trueman, Ghosts, Pirates and Treasure Trove: e
the Phantoms That Haunt New Brunswick . (Toronto: HcClelland K
and Stewart Ltd., 1975], 19-23. Trueman used S :
Barter's typevziften copy word for vord.

68, Motif: Index, D2071.1. Averting evil éye.
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Burns: mysterfously ito b sure;, but)Granp'irveceton hag 4t
burn on the full of [the moon and 'the flames that consume
it are blue and greén.®? Gramp Has the meeting of the
corntryed viltagers take pldey at midnightiwhild no pareies
ular time is méntioned in the typed copy.”® While the
"t;ial by fire" is described.the same way in both versions,
Granp cauld sobrbesise having Bewatciers Besin . ‘.'a

crude _chant which ‘called for Judgment“ F1nally, where 1

Sam Barter has the 0ld lady" die a puzzling, put. uneventful .

. dgath a few day,s latery Gramp hgs the Devxl himself arrive

<~ " with denoriiacal Taughter, the Sound of Hooves-and “the Sriell -

- of brimstone and carry.Grannie Tennant away.’t
% i s )
These changes, my grandfather says, were not the result

» &t 5 .
of poor memory, but were made to make the story more inter-

esting to th& readers of the column. Tt is worth noticing
the. claseness of the two versions outside the “embroidery"."
For example, my ‘Jrandfather included all the minor. incidents
SERELGHR by S Barter Ad beLny e;zi'dgnce of a i«itéh'a;lwc:rk,‘
for example, food Burning on-the ‘stove, apples .withering on
the -tree; and even added a few. My grandfather's memory

691bid., E 587.6. Ghosts walk at full moon.-D1271.
.+ - ' Magic fire. F882.2. Multicolored fires.-

3 & L. -
Ao © 7%7pia., E459.5.  Ghost laid at midnight.
Tlibid., G275.1.. witch] carried off by devil.  G278.1
Marvellous maniféstations-at death of witch.. G303:4.8.1.
Devil has sulphurous odour.. G303.7.3. evil "drives
Rorse and wagon. .G303. 17.2.7. . Devil 'disappears amid
terrible rattle : - g




wgs very 4ocd. on the other hand, the change made was v' P :
enough for my grandmother to take offense‘tc: my grand- ;
father's version, saying“that she ’a).ways kind ’ot resented
Gramp's taking her family'sstory and making it sound different.
However, my grandf‘at.her.was not the nrsi to change the
quality of® Ithe story by putting. :.t into print, It.is certain.

enllt Sam Bartsr - hinselt had smoothad the story quc’ hen he

b * had wrx.t(:en it fqr .E‘lorem:e to, typE- ‘ : LRty .

l’apa wnuld e11 vs' the stoky but he’ woulan't always . |
tell it the same. Sométimes he'd forget some.of the
things, ‘like the things that were going wrong in the
nelghbourhouﬂ, and he wouldn't tell them: If hé was .
thinking of something ‘else and we'd ask him for-a "
story he might makei it shorter, leave out some of it.

But if he was sitting down to write something, that

was different. ' He'd labour over it, use different-’
words than if hE was tellan it. He wanted it to look
nght 72 2 son

" Sam Barter, like’ iy grandfather, was part of a
htente, self-conscious ‘tradition. that interpreted this

forn of commun:tcat)an as an historical phenomenon, something

orr)\yaf notice and preservation. . ém:l ‘requiring a special,
artificial kind of style. . Note Sam Barter s. comment’at r_he
4 ' ' beginning of the typed/copy:
S I

This is. a tale of oy sxandfar_her. 1t txuly appened "*_Jj
if Neiw Brunswick, and any reader may decide:bn what .~
‘killed the poor ‘old lady - was it fright, wds it’'self-

‘hyppiotism, or was it as the people firmly bglieved at g
fhak time, that the trial was.a just one apd. the old g
fo s lady guilty and therefore punished by God./'3 : ; :

. "2rieldbook 3, 15. B-Text. ' i

. o Prrueman, 19, wp 5, = B




PR as well as an oral storyteller. ' He p;epa_xad shd.had .

106

Compaze wy grandfatRen's final cemment in his veraiens” A
folk-tale is-a fohk-tale’. Both statemerits Angiy a:ndre
snphisticatéd knowledge and understanding of such events
than was held by the originators of the story.

sam Baztex‘, like my grandfather, was, somet}{ing of a

publxshed a history Qf the Orser famxly. During the first'’ :

war he sene regular open’ iette:s te the Hartland newsppper,

describing the movements of local boys who ‘Were, [overseas:

and ‘sénding greetings and messages from thése’ who' di
write thenselves. While he'was 1iving in Carleton Conty

" e sent an occasional letter to the ditor, one of which |
still survives, pasted into p scrapbook.made by his wife:
It'is a fanciful aescnpnon of aiconversation among.the
dead xq the Avondale graveyard. They are complaining be- _
cause the graveyard has been neglectéd and . they ard cold and
wet. As airesult of this letter; nmy grandmother says, people

started talking and the graveyard was fixed up.’> Sam Barter

“and ‘enjoyed writing so His motivation in

read a good dea.
writing the family storieswas double: he vas preséfving
‘the stories for posterity and expressmg mese:.f through a

confortable, medinm. He shared the split.view of storytelling.

74 amuel 6. “Barter; A’Short History of the Orser Famly
. (Printed pamphlet; n.p.J} n.d.)-

-} 7545 5 %, a1so, A Travellér®, "A Curious’ Dream,
Clipping, prabanly from the Harfland Observer, pasted
into a scrapbook compiled by Lottie Barter’in a used
catalogue: Malleable Iron Hardware Catalcgue #6. The

. Eberhard. Co in Y




that my grandfathes has and .considered it necessary ‘to

» polz.sh written versions of stozies he had heard tDld
Like my grandfather, he used t.be elabotate and decorative
prose of turn of the cem:ury populu literature_ 1n his
writing. He adopted t!us conscioru style because he fﬁlt
the medium called fox‘ u-., even though he was aware of t.he

SEfectiveness of a very different style in h:.s oral story—

;enmq. T : o E

Ifit is hecessaty to measure the amount Jof oral

materi:f to which un ndwxdual is expased in- crde: t:o plnc
him in a devoluuonaxy folklore sequence, then Sam Barter '
. was more of a cxansjiﬁonal figure ﬁuf'my grandfather,
for he valued and excelled in bvoth media while my qtandfér.hex
was biased in favour of print, but it remains that they shared,
with my uncle .Jim Horri:soq and Stuart Trueman, a journalistic

historical point of view. . e ¢

: My grandfather used-at Teadt: ot ‘othex Sia nu’:e,; story
in the "Newf and Sarge® colums, he story of buried treasure
which turned out to-be a hoax.’® Unlike his treatment of the
GrannLe 'l‘ennant legend, whxch he l.et stand on its own as a
piece of entertaining fictxon, he included this story with
othez accounts ot pranks] to iilustthe his comments on'the
increase of crime in modern society. § ]

T6iia . alan, diote  about EBLE, abary 48 6hb questionnaire
answers. ‘See MUNFLA 75-88, Questionnaire [Ansvlers
Ch: x, 15.




when' he and his ‘brother Jxm‘set up ,bus}ness in Pr;néeto‘_r‘x, !

. which.shamed his

108

The stories in the column were most often used, as

iflustrut.ions.‘ They usually illustrated a point not directly
related to the stories thenselaver.,gqu was the case with the
-pranks stories; but occaslcnaﬁy they poxnted out traxts of
character in a description of an extraordinary, exemplary

pEr?cnality. e

When(my gfandfather was g:\ovunq up m M;lltmm he hag
heard stories aboué a Passamaquoddy Indian gu:.de named Joe

Mel ‘who- Lived at the: rleasant Eo:mt reservation .. Later,

Maine, he met Joe Mel and heard other local stories abont

him. The popular imdge of the Indian as a man of nature,

unéivilized in his habits but with a rich store of practical
‘knowledge and'Christian-like virtues, appealed to my grand-
father and he built one of the "Newt - and Sarge" columns

around oo B » i 4 T \»,, e

i He descnbed Joe in hls natural settlng, guiding fishermen
"

through the Mainewoods, and repeated two stories he'had heard
about ‘Joe, one describing the Indian's unfavourable reaction

! £ :
to the big city and another about Joe's practical Christianity

white neighbours. My grandfather did not -

‘about Joa, stories

‘include.three other stories he had hear
that illustrated the less socially acceptable.parts of Joe's

Indian cl';aracter: onej.about his less than gentle advice to a

new:fellow vorkes,in the general store,, one describing his-
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lack.of worldly Ambition and fondness for liquor.’’ In

the society that produced them, these stories described

and commented on Joe's ‘character just as much as the two
stories that my 'grandfather used in the columne Howdver,
ney aid not fit into the picture of Joe as a man of admir-
. able qualiti‘es, the picture thit my grandfathez created in

his column, ‘so he Idld not use tlhem.
e '

For ‘my grandfather, these stories”were acceptable for
tellan by word of mouth: for. he €31d them £6 me gnd found
i
then'quite flmny, but they . dealt ﬂ(topms that ‘had no

one of the stones he did not use might have been unacceptahle

" proper place|in prhlit. ‘While it is likely ‘that at least

to’the editprs of The Bugle, it is probably more important to,

notipe editorially unobjectionable stories he left out of

other ‘columns, -for example, accimncs of cruel and harmful
pranks that took place in the old days ip his comments on
juvenile delinquency.. Thik is consistent with the romantxc
view of the past that my grandfather presents in‘all of .his

written work; he chooses to dwell on the pleasant, upiifting = .
. . "'These are all tr
.see R. W, Hyde,

itional dtorses: For pxample;
Sorry a Cow",

Folklore. Society Bullet: ‘26 (1960), 8; an in
nd Ruth V :goley, Friendly Anecdotes (New York:
er: and Brothers, 1946), 122.. For the story .

about Joe’Mel's lack.of worldly ambition, See AT 1173a.
My grahdfather's version resembles the one.that
Richard Dorson's informant, Jim alley, told; see
i Richard Dorson, "The Indian's Three Wishes", Buying
- -the wxné, (Chicago: - The University of Chicago Press,
. 19647, 89. - L
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i |
thoughts and images. If he me:‘xtions' evil it is for in~

structix/é purposes, to show .that good will master it. I ® o
In the idealized past of his writing ‘most pecple axe

* virtuous and those who work hard and are hones&'get deserved -
rewards. While it 'm;qh: be admitted that people are some-
times selfish and cruel, these characteristics are usually
ignored. ' If action takes place; if there is trouble or
‘adversity, things tufn out happily in' the end:. everything
has been’ for a purpose.. This is the kind of world that

‘ poyular prose of th? n:meteenth and- early twentxe‘:h century
presénts, Its romantic Vit does n&t appear in my grand-
father's everyday -talk about the past: it is part of ‘the )

conscious style,of his written work and is a reaffirmation -

lyoN o
of his opinion that|oral comminication is quite different v

from written communication. .
!

Since he'grew up on a literary diet of Horatio Alger

/
stories, Chums and biographies of famous men, all of which

emphasized the.triumph of good over evil, it is not sur-
prising that my grandfather chose to write in this manner.
2s an adult he subsmbed t6 the Reader's Diges‘ ‘and nJoyed
the stong.lrf of the hurourist Gregory glark, Hoth aeficatea
to giving readers meaning in life and happy endings. He
cdntinued to read history and biography as well, but he did
not like the increasing realism and’ peﬁsxmsm he noticed-

was becomng fashionable in these popular wo;ks. For example,

k>
7




"I Yemember him compldining that public figures revealed
tog, much about theéir personal lives nowadays, after he had
read Lillian Hellman's Pentimento.’® When he was reading

Barry Broadfoot's six War Years he did not like the swear
words included fn the speech of the soldxe:s.” He said

that he knew that soldjers talked like thitj he did not ..

Jsee why it was necessary to .print those words.  On the other
) ‘

hand; he also spoke of -eiijoying the iror{y in'Broadfoot's

“work and this was somé:hlng never part of lus own writing.

He read me'a quotation t‘rom the book“ from an ex-solﬂxer
whose mother, on first hearing gf his being sent’ Dverssas,

“could think only of asking him to bring.her badk some water

from the Hely‘{and. "That's so true", he éaid, shaking hisws

head, wondering that something Like this could be printed
but admiring at the same time.%® The accounts in Six War
Years agreed with his own experience: he had been hornfzed"
by the destruction he had seen when he was overseas duiing
World War I and hated the waste of war, and this ‘is the
editorial emphasis in Broadfoot's work. My grandfather,
however, would never have put these unpleasant truths on

public.display. . : .|

78:i1lian Hellman, Pentimento: A Book of Portraits
. (Boston: . Little, Bfown, 1973). ,'

7®Barry Broadfoot, Six War Years: 1939-1945 (Toronto:
Doubleday. Canada, 1974) S 2

80pielabook 1, 106. C Text.

“«




v

112

In my grandfather's way of looking 9: uungs, truth
and sober realism have only a limited value as entertain-
ment. Truth and fiction are important categories to him
in determining what is entertaining and, therefore, worth
repeating. He enjoys pleasing people and sees entertainment
as something to n;‘nke the observer or listener happy; that is
why most of his use of traditional nezritive and other .
expressive Pehavior is directed toward amusing the recipient.
Throughout his.written work: on this project he mentions the"
need for "a laugh"), :uban 6pe'net for his qi.vl‘nq a story.sl‘
This is to the ve from what serious,

trithful material he has been discussing. If something

happens to be trug and a}l.so fur_my._, it bears repeating, but
he prefers fiqtieqal accounts. because true funny stories
usually make some real person look, E:_;olish and their telling
might hurt someone, and that is the-last thing he, a )cj -

hearted man, would intend.

| During the tape recorded interviews I asked Gramp to
lock over a list of his stories to see if hé had missed any.
He noticed that I had included an account of his visiting

a medium in Boston and the Milltown legend of the Devil

coming out of the Barter's safe, and he said he did not

think that we should include these two in the list as’ they

were true stories. W. H. Jansen found a similar reaction i
G |

8l5ee, for example, MUNFLA 75-88, Autobiography, 5;
Questionnaire Answers,.Ch. XIII, 5; Miscellaneous
Collection, 13-14.-' ’




" through transm551on within a cultuze or r_hzough wvariation’

individual's beliefs. So long assthe smdenc,[emams ab

. ’ : 113 ¢

in one of his informants who did not feel that personal

. '
experience narratives weére "stories".®? Fccording to

Jansen's informint and my grandfather the best stories,
the stories that entertain, are fiction. I have trigd to
show how. this concept «f ﬁccigx; as entertainment was 'an'

effect®of his education wnasaiy readin'g experience and .

how it influenced his own cholce of. writing style. 1t G

determined-his attitude towards.and his: treatment oF all”
the: traditional exp}ressl‘ve behauoz he. xer_a:_ned as’ part of\ s

his knwledge. # R . 50

< -
when folklore materials are consldered 1,\1 terms of
arbxtrary ganre catégories the stndént is ofiten frustrated

by the tendency of material to change genres ‘and subigehres

among dlffereht éultures. For’exaﬂple, those who 'haveé worked

with Thompsoa's Mofif-Index are espec.].ally aware of this -

problen: the idea, often represented by the central action’

of & motif, remains the same but 1t§fom undergoes a. trans-

formation. This genre shift, which is essentially a shift
in meaning; takes place when a culture or an individual
adapts the idea to suit a particular social context ¢r the;

g

“that genre categories are really only temporarily useful,

these shxfts may” be recorded and studled in ozder to throw

* 4 “Jansen, 205,
. v

e
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Ny grandfyther s’ oral- pxesentatxon of traditional
expressive material, like his- wntten Zdaptations, reveal
this, kind of genre shite: Becanse of his understanding of

whiat kind of materuls shculd ‘be, used to please other.people

“-he changes ‘the mater1a1 hs leaxned in"other cuntexts ta suxt

'thz.s end. *$émé oF. the fion-narrative material, taken,avay

frdm. LEE original becomes amus1ng AN and, in

¥ 'his v ew, entertainmént .01d 3111 Hanson s p:l.tiful ren-:

dition of "In ‘the shade‘ of the ola Apple Ttae" _went. through

. this Kind of change when my grandfather perfcrmed it to

. amuse me.53 Goen k ke Sl
. :

MucH of ('_he narrative' material he remembers was- already

useful as his sctt of entertainment when hg fizft leaxned 1t

and)#in a circular way, he probably selected it conscmus1y

“or unconsc].ou:ly fox its, Suitability.. “These . are 'the jokes,

~ands funny anecdctes <he learned in all the dlfferent places

“'he ‘worked: af.d lived and wl :.ch he repeated to. his* children..

. and granachudren w}ule t;hey were /growing up.. However; “thene

were setious.stories te h,Tad heard’ told as true, J.egends which,

.Vh

emenlhereq and retold only in-dite form unless he:saw an.

opportun]_ty to mke Gne encenunmg. Some of these’ I heard

PR unly 4n ‘their ‘shortened foEm; 1 ike the story abnut why ‘the .

Milltown Barters closed ir saloon:.  the Dev1l_came out

835ee page 81 OF this work.
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of the safe one morning; and how the Indian Devil carried off
I

aman.?® 1f he did'choose to tell'a legend for entertainment

he would dress it up so it became fantastic, unbelievable. In
i |

nnie

other words, it.became a piece of fiction. The "€
Tennant” story he used in the Newt and Sarge column was one

example of this. Another was his use of the "Devil and Bath"

‘story, a-leégend which he converted to-his own style to amuse a -
: ; 5

smailrﬁoy. | T actually saw part of thé cotiversion process
taking place. o et . ) ey TR

t'vas du:lnq‘-chlrstmas holidays in 1974 and Hazel ana
Pon-alner,, folends of grandnother's fromHartland, had
been to visit my grandparents. At one point the topic of i
conversation had turned to capxtal punishment and the current
dtate of lawlessness. D[:n said something to the effect that
they knew what to do with Tawisse people in, the 01d days and
he recalled the Garleton County hanging of "Hartley” Gee
and_a.story thatvas..told,about the wild acting people. ip

around Bath, the hone “thrritory of the Geas.85 I Yas not

84por. the- story about the Devil in’the safe, see MUNFLA
. 75~ﬁB Questionnaire Answers, Ch.XIII; 3. .The story
the Indian Devil appears in MUNFLA 7588, Ques®ion-
;}ju—e Answers, Ch. IT, 11. %

85rhe 1902 hang).ng of Gedtge Gee caphirgd. the imagination

of -people-in Carleton County, perhaps because of Gee's
youth ‘and the circumstances of the crime: he shot his
girl cousin.in & fit of jealotisy. . |History repeated
2 . itself in the 1930's when Bennie Sv{x of .Coldstream
_shotrhis cousﬁn and her lover. Swim's hanging was
the subject of  a federal investigatxcn. the rope broke |
‘and, whern'it‘was found that Swim was still 3live, he
. was hanged .again. The story of Benme Swim iwas perhaps
better known ‘than that of Geotge Gee, but.as time went
on; e two accoun became mixed in thé memories of
. local péople. % fkely that "Hartley" Gee was one

of George s relatzv S ls o

: = {
: : Lt AL
' b : 5 ¥

iy : § i
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. ’
present during this conversation and his telling of 'the
_story but from my grandmother's description of it aftervards
"I dssumed that it was like the versions from Wastern New
Brunswick and Maine T had come across before: A traveller
approaches a small town on foot.and seés a stranger sitting
unhappily beside the road. - The traveller asks the stranger
what the matter ‘is and the reply is tHat he wants to pass
t'_h:ouqh ‘the towh but he is afraui because the 1nhab1tants
have a reputaf(.l 5 g6t wudness. _The traveller offers. to
_ accompany him and together they pass through the ‘town.. On
thé other, side: the stranger reveals himself to be the Devil,
the unpllcatlun being that even the Devu is fmqhtened to
go near that place.®®. my grandfather listened to the story
. “and, several hours later, after fthe visitors had gone and

i we had finished an inteérviewing session, used it himself.

My cousin, Marshall, a raund-eyed, solemn boy of eight,

° i
and Grammie were sitting at the kitchen table, ‘each with a.

‘hand of p;_'aying-lz cards. I had come out to the kitchen door

to"'get my boots- on and Gramp had followed me,.carrying wy .

>l‘:riefcase and tape recorder. Grammie-said something about
| the joker card and-Gramp .said, looking at Marshall, "Yop

 know"what the joker card is, don't you Marsh. fhat's’ the

85ror a’reversal of ‘the point of the story see "The

Devil Crying in Machias", in Richard Dorsor "The
Folktale Repértoires of Two Maine Lobstermeh",
Internationaler Kongress der volkserzahlexungsfurscher
in Kiel und Kopenhagen, Vortrige und Réferate, ed.

Kurt Ranke (Berlin: Walter de Gruyter & Co., 1961),
» 82-83. N
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devil's card. Do you know what happened up in Bath"? By

this time Marshall was lookirg up at Gramp, who stood feet

. «
apart, stiff up tovhis waist, his trunk leaning forward a

little, eyes popping out. "A man was going along the road -

and who should he see but the devxl himself, sitting by the

‘side ‘of the rcad[ ‘e had 1-o-n-g red horns and a l-o-n-g

red tail with a fork on the end of it and he was sitting
fhere trylg: Weily the man was: surpsheedsito see the debil
there but after a minute he askéd him what -:he‘t\x;ouble was.
10h (in a‘high, squeaky, sobbing voice), I'm afraid to go -
through Bath, . there are'so :Tany .gad'people there'! What do
you think of'that, eh"? Marshall gave him a long, faintly
disgusted stare and then returned his attention to the cards.

_"Sure".87

This example of genre shift is useful in demonstrating

- how important is the individual's. conception of cultural:

material in'any attempt to record this kind of information.
As my grandfather and I worked ‘on the research for this thesis
it became clear that my drandfather's, unae:‘séanding of what
constitutes knowledge and his pezceptmn ‘of the project

:\tself would detem:me what the flnlshed ptoduct would be. ,

l

87,8 Clabsok 1, 620 C.Text: Compare Thompson, Motif
Index," G303.4.1.6. Devil has horns. G303.4.6. The

Gevil's tail. G303.7.8.7. Devil with pitchfork.

G303.5.3. o il dressed in red. d
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HIS KNOWIJBDGE AS PART OF WORLDVIEW

My grandfather's attitude towards his own knowledge

2
g " deternined the form and content of the collection that was
7 the basis of this ‘study. In this chapter I attempt to show
- how our shared worldview made him aware of his knowledge as
a folklore collection and how he ‘came to see hinself as
collector and organizer Of that body of information. I
descripe how. he finally adopted the‘ xple 6f analyst as well
as; ilose of informant ang, cullector, to pull. the presentatxcm
3 ‘of his knowledqe into a whole that was meaningful' in teims

of his worldview: ]: .




" that a piece or segment of itional lore or
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In the following discussion of my qJdeat.her's ideas,
I am assuming that any’human communication system consists
of ideas and the media used to get them across. When a
human being learns to communicate he must acquire an under-
standing of both the ideas and.the media accepted by the

culture in'which he ‘grows up.  This is what nakeb up any

.social individual's store of knowledge. ' Many of the ideas

and medid ‘that maxle up ‘an individval's knowledge have not
been ‘created by him; they have been ‘learned from the other
pecplé around him who, in turn, learned them from othes.
péople.'“' In ‘other words, thgy are. traditicnal. If'f_nnuoxe~ ;

is viewed as this kraditional knowledge, it must<be accepted

cannot be understood outside its cultural’ context, that is,
in relaéon to the rest of the knowledge of the people who
use it.l .1n this light the folklorist's: recording of the
Xnowledge of an ‘individual makes 'sense, begause once the storé
of knowledge ik collécted-it is po'luihle. to see how much the
individual's life and his understanding ‘of it have been

affected by the cultire of whioh he is a part.

What my grandfather gave ‘me in his presentation of the®
Fieatn naterial was this Knowledge; noc the cultural informi- '
atign to which he had been Expased‘ that did not affect him.
but the pox;;!:n that he ipternalized.- In the gathering of
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this great amount of meterial his mention of certain events
came up aga).n and again. These "repeats" were indications
of the Smportance and maanmqfulnass of these events to my
grandfather. While it seems impossible that-I could ever
record the entire amount of information th-which my grand-
/father has been exposéd, his gotentlal knowledge, the
ignlfu:ant knowledgé, indicated by the.'repeats”,.is limited
and more ehsily documented.

3 when I ned to Wo ke in Dec 1974 to record

1nterv1ews based. on my grandfather's ‘ansvers to the s
i 11eabhdin questiqnnalre and his autoblography I expected
ny ‘grandfather to give me a lot of information he had hot

included in his written work. I was surprised to find that,

while he could give me -specific examples fo} the generalized
Sentensnes ne RaaEitten TS ok getting’ that much new
information. ' He had ‘already presented me with a totality of
knowledge; anything moré I.got from himwas simply detail or.
‘development of a (?hem‘e hé had already recorded.’ He realized
this earlier than I did and told me that he. had pretty well
exhausted. his re‘sourc'es with the: Handbosk answers and the
autobiograiahy (although he did continue for a long while to

send me-specific examples ‘of material), put it todk nineteen

-
hours ‘of tape -to prove th:.s to.me.,

Throughout my grandfather's written work and our interviews

I
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* that seemed to him to explain the ways things worked, either

S

. . |
I noticed that he repeated certain descriptions .from his
personal experience using similar language and phrasing
cach time.88 somd of these he put into full narrative form
and others he memtioned in passing; they resembled in tone
the patterned information Edward D. Ives describes in his

Manual ‘for Fieldworkers and calls "set pieces”.®? since my

grandfather ‘never seemed to refer back to-material he had
given me before (when he was working on the quest:.onnaxte
answer§ he' gave me the only.copy of. each chapter, as he
‘ finished it) I was interested in thege pxeces!
e Y e " . 4

Looking at’_ them closely I found that my grandfather had
set them Gut as examplés of basic tiuths; persoral revelations
I
in h;x}nan'rela.l‘:ionships or in nature. Some of them he con—
sciously used as examples to illustrate a point he was trying
to mitke, "His autchiography i fill of these, describjing the

influences on his personal development, .and I talk more about

the‘se in ChapteL‘ Five. One of this kind that he-used re-

" for protestant children to wearon July tuelfth. He used it

peatedly in the questionnaire answers wag the description. of |

“p" Casey, the Irish barber who saved the orange cigar wrappers

|
as an example ©f how well all groups from different national

backgrounds ot along in Milltown. Other times he recountid

88; am grateful to Neil Rosenberq who also noticed this

and pointed xt out to, me

s
Bves; 27.
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a "set piece” in a straightforward way, laying it out as a
simple memory rather than as a conscious illustration of a
point. All the same, these were descriptions of incidents

he found interesting because they were relevant to his way

of looking at-€Rings. “For example, a'story about an odd
fishing experience that I heard repeatedly from him reveals

e " " . .
the fascination that accident had for him, as well as pointing

out his own 'cleverness. {
2 g :

I was lying on my stomach.ong day after’ lunch, gazxng
down through the cracks :of the plank pier. I
few dry prunes in my pocket and while munching cm l:hese,
I spit out a pit, watched it go down through the clear
water - suddénlythere'was a swirl — a large.trout had
taken the pit and promptly spat it out again, hitting
it a bat'with his'tail as he turned. That was' enough,
I raced up to the.camp, cut a small piece of beef,
bent it onta a hook with line, raced back again and
lowered my lure into the water. Fox a time, nothing
happened, then my friend returned t« the scene and
swam past; as he vgas making a turn, I gave the line a
jlggle and ‘he deized the bait and in a jiffy, I seized
him. - He weighed about 1% pounds. A chap could walk _
all day and tire himself out and seldom catch a better
trout. And did he ever tastg. good, broiled before an
open, hardwood bed 'of coals. !

5

Some of the "set pieces" he used described occurrences
that he found unusual and édifficult to explain. In thiscase
his expresAsing them in narrative form seemed to be an attempt
to organize his experieice into understandable patterns. For
example, he often nentioned the{case of a Milltown girl who

1dst her senses. Here are three versions of the story:

90MUNFIA 75-88, Questiofffire Answers, Ch.II,9. D Text.
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I recall one instance of a girl I knew well, going
insane for no reason. She shot her husband one night
and theh ran through the streets in her night clothes %
until sgoured. This poor soul endefi her days, totally
insane.9

This girl had a peculiar walk, seemed to be &n tip-toes
most of the time and when one looked at her, she was
in the habit of tdssing her head. In other words,
playing a part. She. was d few grades behind me in
school, so I did not have much cgntact with her. My
Lrqthas, who was Someehat OF an fanpect ,on girls, onga
told me that this girl never wore any underpantsara
could be Had without too much trouble. At any rate
she is the ‘one.who.married quite a good chap and Shot
him one night, then went-out onto "the streets in her ~
night-year and bare feet. She was picked up and com-
mitted to th¢ Asylum in St. John. As far as I know,
she was never released.?

Yes, that was, actually, that was a girl who wént to
school a grade behind mine. And she was'an only
daughter and they lijved not more than five minutel
walk from us and after I was away .from home - well,
she was a kind of flighty girl when she was going to
school and as I remember it she kind of walked 'on her
toes all the time. But quite good looking. So uh

hs] after I went in the army and was away and I -
it may have been even after the £irst war - she married
a chap and nobody ever knew what happened but it was

in the winter time and he was, like a lot of other

* people he. cwned some-firearms, probably a rifle and
-shotgun. But she got up in the middle of the nng
u

as far as: anybody can judge, and she shot him abo

a dozen times. And, they had no children. And then

she went out 1L1 her night clothes and slippers and it
was half rain and half snowing that night according

to wifat people said, and they found her wandering around
the streets with her hair all over her face and every-
thing, babbling and nobddy could make out what she was
saying. And as somebody ran into her on the street and
they knew who she was and took her homeé and they went in
thé house and.called and there was no answer so she

was in such bad. shape_ that this person went for help

%lmpid., ch. VI, 14. D Text.

92 NFLA 75488, Hxscellaneous collection, 31l D Text.
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and got some other pedple_to come. Then they started
going through the house and when- they got into the
bedroom here was her husband lying on the bed, full

of bullet holes. And uh, they sent her, of course

they took her. away. She never got better. 93 "

i .
Sex has always been a puzzle to my grandfathed and "set piece®

accounts of his sexual experiences also seem'to fall into

this category.

These "set pieces” inmy grandfather's work appear to be
:epxasen:a‘ﬁona of his gignificant. knowledge: Althdugh they
are.very pezsona)iized, individiialibtic. expressions, probably
at the farthest end of any sdale mide to measure traditional’,
material, they are summaries of his understanding of life and
have been shaped by the whole of his knowlédge. fAs such,
these pieces are probably the best indicators of the inter-
action between the individual and his culture, for they are a
synthesis of the two points of view.

It has been customary to justify any anthropological

study of an individual by saying that the most yeaningful way
O context

of reccrding cultural i i is in the

of the worldview of an individual from the culture. Inform-

ation recorded in the context of an individual's expérience
¢ 94

P be considered emic) or viewed from within the culture.
93uunFLa 75-88, C 2515, 563. A Text. L
945ince "etic" and "emic" are now génmerally accepted

terns\ among anthropologists and folklorists, I am
not going'to discuss the origin and development of

their use.
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on the other hand, information recorded by a fieldworker

from his own observation may be considered etic, or viewed
from outside the culture. According to anthropologists who

‘ favoilr the biographical method, emic information reflects

the ‘culture most.accurately and therefore it is more desirable
to record the workings of a culture from the point of view

of an individugl who knows it, rather than from the point of
Plia B EH SYEEEIVE oL WG does not know the culture

at’ all. . -

Narvin Harris, however, has pointed out that cultiral
information can be presented in either emic or etic form by
any informant.®> ‘Given the two separate points of view for
theoretical purposes, the informant's from within the culture

‘view and the £ieldworker's from outside the: culture view, it
does not automatically follow that an ipformant will always
give the coliector information from the inside or emig point
of view. Often the informant will develop an understanding
of the fieldworker's aims ‘and preconceptions and’helpfully
translate his information into etic terms. This, of course;
in the theoreticallyl perfect case in which the fieldworker

ang informant are from totally different cultures.

2 -~
More realistically, anthrGpologists and even more so

folklorists, because they have traditionally studied ‘people

; *
9Syarvin Harris, The Rise of Anthropological Theory:

a History Of the Theories of Culture (New York:
Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1968) , 574.
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from within their own cultures, Share much of the worldview

of *their informants. Thik)affects the information they
collect. Folklorists especially-with their traditionally
rigid genre categories and elitist tastes have determined ' -
the kind of information they have received. Their informants
have responded in a.considerate way and given the collectors’
the specific information they were seeking. This was be=
cause tr;ey usu!ally understood the 'fnlklorist‘s"interests and
motives, especially in, cases where conectoJ .and informant
shared an appreclaum{x of particular ‘forms, s as fo!ksonq ,
.and folktale. In cases w‘her_e info}mam—_ and collector have

had a different understanding of a particular form, the folk
cure or belief for example, the collector has often’ had

trouble getting the information he was seeking. It was this
sharing of point of view that helped make nmy grandfather such
an articulate informant. :

My grandfather and I were both products of an education |
that ‘saw knowledga msde up OF many isolable pieces of
iniarmation from an extremely material universe. Undezsé’anaing
cane from organizing these pieces of knowledge in pattezns,
“from inposing ordex upon them fron the outside. Thls\part log
our sharea worldview influenced ny grandfather's conceptiorn
of folklore and his response to the thesis project.. Much Of
the £ieldwork he had seen ne doing irvolved a\searéh for very '

specific material: stories of a certain kind and details of
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folk medical belief. - It was cbvious, even without the .
influence of § Siilleabhdin's Handbook, that for my grand-
father folklore was easily ‘defined and dealt with as a
collection of highly categorized material. I -have founa
this attitudé common among middle class people not academ=
ically trained in folklore; there is neVér any need to
‘justify to them the contents of a simple (collection of
‘traditional texts, be théy tales, proverbs or remedies.
They are more likely to question the value of 2 ‘highly

analytic stmiy, or of one designed to reveal the atdtudes—

and vdlues of a group- of people.
S = j

While my grandfather came to accept my being~interested . .

i.n a wide range of material and my repented requests for

contextual infomation, his conception of Eolklore as item-
ized information-played a large part in his presensation ot
his knowladge for the project. Beyond the pojnt where I
stopped asking for mataz‘ial, my informant became a colleétor
hmseu and continued to present his knowlddge to ne KLIN

various forms, hut,almst alwayl as_items.
X .

I first became ccnscibus of my qrnndfathex: s daual role~
of collectpr and informant whm he started giving me “one-
liners” for Allen Stairs.”® up uneu then, althoigh he had

been working on the G Suxlleé.bhaln quutionn.ure by himself,

96,

9% (RN

see page 5 of thsw‘ole_ N 4 R YA
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I had felt that, he was dépendent on the book for guidance; o

4 Suxueahham was feally the interviewer and grandfather .
the informant. His fascination jrith the ”one—lxners" and
"squibs™, "however, in which'I did not-ghow much interest,

" made e notice. how much self prompting he was doing. After

awhj.le I came to see -that he felt An com l te cantrol of

 fthe, px‘n]ect and, rapa:: from the pleasure that re/celvmg

attentlon was br]_nq].ng himy he was “enjoying :axmg ‘such’an

acuve pa.r:t 1n the fox.‘lnat:.on of a cnllectmn.

ik T -£hink yuu can’ rémembér - watc}ung sie at’ times, when I’
would f&:st sit and 150k out, the windgw, It was then
I would-be rémémbeting. an evént or chain of jevents .in -
“'my_life. T often could-recall-wholé conversations;
‘¢ thé, appearafice, ‘dregs or ‘other Gircumstances, of people,
. places and ‘things. .Really.a kind of Self-made movie.
Sometimes I get’qhite a lot-of pleasurs and' too often .
.a lot'of’ pa1 .| Whefl I, do this; I am often right out of
Y ings and .can ate” my.whole ..
@ on’ remembrance.. ~Thus. it.was with' one-liners. It
ppened once‘before wheén you asked me for them to giye
Stairs.e I'just, dropped.everythilg, Teaned back and let
4 My mind:ramble.’ In this present\case,, I had nothing
. much’.to do; “as.zeading-a dull:bock and while resting,
ylet my thoughts wander until they came to the sayings.
The first.few ‘came quickly,-¢ne leading to anothdr. In
.daing ‘o, would put’ myself back sixty odd yeals, into o . .
the atmosphéere of my youth, when I listened much but said
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little. If it proved moré“difficult to remembex, |
later I would do as I once.told you, start working, '

. through the alphabet, hitching lettérs onto con-"

B ‘ sonants or vowels until a word appeared. Quite often

v this triggeréd the proper memory cell and the saying

would emerge.97 b .

while some of his :elnemhenng was dEl:Lberate and con-
| scious he constantly referred to his- surprise at the way

| items "pdpped into" his head, stimulated by.3|stray word or.

1maqe, whx\le he was _invi Wed i mr.h something e}.se- .

never censciousfy use .any of.

“once"more on squibs.
Wh

+ them.

T
en talkihg, I'probably feed onq’ in 'to jhigh-

_ % 77 “light a point or to get a laugh.

S . ‘something -ox: Gram doés -about ‘a current

Quite often I say

end or

B happening and, sure enough one will appear.. But most:

J le would hardly notice' that anyiextra had been
aded. “Ariother stimulus is TV, the  other night I.
was watching an ad, .selling Hickory ‘Smoked, meats, ‘at
once the story abdut "Mother may I go in'to swim" came
: and I ;ctted it down to senﬂ to you. :And so it goes.?8 ’)

While’ this kind of item cften came to him wir_hcui: prompting,

B never missed an: oppo:tum.ty to record them, He sknt me
2 . < i
g ovér hree huri red in the mau. i B o PO :

A . v ol

by . Six months air.er t_h.e tape teco:ded interviews I recelved

"'ih tna }nau a 1isk of over a hundred. Scots dxalect terns,

C ar:anged \ﬁn alphabetical ol’der, with the attached not:

N
i U1 vag'e ding "The: Lady cf the Lake", Struck a whed
Sy 8 which. idi not know. Af'l:er a time,’I remembered that
. ‘there was 'a glossary. in'Gram's.Robert Burns, work. . When
I found thé word, suddenly thought perhaps a list of’
words commonly used when I was: yo\mg mght be‘useful in

- 75488, Hiscell‘aneoufs‘co’llax:tlon, 11, b Text.

o0 P81bia., 4s) D ext.




_thesis - So, here it is.’

— In this case, another authority, -the editor of the Burns 1
work, had set the example for recording jtemized information
in an organized way. My grandfather had taken it and used it

for his own material. ’Again, he had acted as a collector,

using a finding list he had alscoverad hinself to draw in-
formation out of his memory and to impose order on many

pieces of information that were, on fhe, sirface, unrelated.

/)Anothér way my grandfather dollected and presented
stamfzsd mat‘/gfiai was ‘through a kind of commonplace book. 07
In the fall of 1974, aftér I Had told my grandfather that I -
was using his material for my thesis, I hmentioned to him '
that I was interestéd in the narrative and personal exper-
ience material he had left out of his answers to the O
sdilleabhdin questionnaire. He responded by remembering”
and writing down stories. | e sent oome of thdnto me £uily
written out but when he found the nurber he remerbered
arowifs he bought. a wire-bound stenographes's notebook and
as he Vremembered

thumb indexed it alphabetically. .'Then,

Prpid,, 47, 1 L

1005erry Pocius found a similar book ise@ by ‘a Newfoundland

o

joke teller.

_See his discussion Of Frank Williaps' 3

headlines" in Gerald L. Pocius,

"Frank Williams:

Joketeller from Pouch Cove",

(st. John's: Memorial

University of
MUNFLA®75-123,

Newfoundland unpubllshed essay, 1974),
38, Neil Rosenbex:q has: commented on the

p“r_‘_—acnce Of saving items of. "personal, culture" in
wnt;ng in relation to songbook traditions. See | -

N.V.' Rosenberg, -'Listening, Reading and Singing: a’ #
New Brunswick Songbook", unpiblished paper presented I (N
at the Annual Meeting of “the Canad:.an Ethnology Socxety..
E‘ehruary, 1976.
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stoTies he wrote down a mnemonic phrase under the approp-
iate letter in the book. He-first showed me the book, its
cover ma;'ked "Stories", when I came home_ to do the tape-

recorded incervie‘?ls in Decem\TEr 1974. It ccntaingd sixty-

six entries.!0l

He 4id not alvays use the same criteria for| classifying
stories under letters. Sometimes he would use the first
letter of ‘the first word in the punch lire of a joke; for
example, under I, "I was a rat", for the story about the
man who was asked whether he was g'oing to be a mdn or mouse
on his wedding night. %2 He also used the first letter of a
phrase r.hat was simply one of the mote memorable lines in
the story. "Peachums have leggums”, under P, is one of
these and refers to the story of Pat and.Mike eating fruit®
in the orchard at night.'%% Using the Hirst letter of the
introductory line was another way he filed a story under a
letter of the alphabet. "Johnny, how much is 2 + 2"2 appears

under 7.3%% Sometimes he used the first.letter of a phrase

- that described the central idea of the story, as he did with -

"rally st yr - x out second, etc.", undeér T, to remind him
101y estories™ book has been photocopid and placed in
MONFLA. "See 75-88, C2494, for his reading through
thé book and télling the stories. .

102conpare Legman, 478. |

10357 131984, %

10%5ee page 91 of thid work.
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of the story about the newlyweds' enthusiasm for lévemaking.l0S
Occasionally he used the first letter of a proper name to
stand for the story, as he did with "MooseHead-Devil", inder
/M, for the Milltown le.qe‘ndv about the devil coming out of the
" safe of the Barter's Mocsehead Saloon. Under|d he put
"Joe Mel - losing sports™, while he filed other Joe Mel

stories under differént letters.
My grandfather filed some stories in more than one place.
Spmi B ter's humourous story. about. the wedding night of an old
* maid and bachelor hé described under M, for "May'I raise your
linens" and also usder’ ¥, forf\'out‘w’ill is my pleasure, you
w106

may proceed™. He someumes placed a letter atte: the

phrase to designate. the origin of the story for xanple,

"G" for Grandmother and "L" for Local (any story he reffem
bered in/mnﬂeciioP_yithva particular community) Sas in 3
1-b for Local, Father, after.the story sbout Sandy ‘and

his poorly clad sca, heard in Mlltown fiem his father, kna

K
"L-1",for Lecal, Indian, after a stolv “about the Indian

guide, -Joe Hel, heard in Princeton, Maine,l07

There is the odd ~"ong—1inez“ £iled in this book, too;

for example, under €, "Cross piling sawdust over a knothole".

© 1%compare Legman, 543.

+ 196y0nica Morrison, “Wedding' Night Pranks ‘in We stern .+

New Brunswick”, Southern Folklore Quarterly,' 38 (.1974) ]
294<5. This is ] andfather's version.

107z0r the 'Sandy Story, see page 38 of "this worx. 1
- - comment on the Joe Mel stories on page 108.
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The riddle-joke, "What makes the sea wild - Crabs®, appears
under W. My grandfather did, however, restrict most of the
material in the book to narrative, probably -because the “one-
liners® vere easier to write down and send to'me in the mail.
Their presence does show that ‘my grandfather did pat] really
Qistinguish the "one-liners" and stories from the rest of
the short pieces he called "squibs" X For him, they all
helonqed to cne category of ccmmnnxcation and the "stones"
books was just okxe means of organizing fragnénts into a mean-

:mgful wholés” ' .. i | .
o:.a possibp reason for the inconsistency in the criteria
my grandfathér used for f£iling the stories in the book is that

he entered the reminders as he thought .of the stories; over

" a period of a number of months, and probably did not re-

member how he Had dope it before. On the other hand, it was
not necessary. fok his method to be consistent as Tong as' it
worked for him. He had_not intended the book for use by
anyone but himself| and he was surpr:.sed when I asked hin to’
lend it tD me so I couldrwrite abmlt it in th? thesxs. It
was a practicaldevice designed for 'getting at'a store of
knowledge, not a polished description of the material, ‘as

was his presentation of the ques_tionniaiﬁ‘e answers .or his’

autobiography. A

Another of my grandfathér's thesis collecting frojects,

\




the photograph album,
as well as his desire
as he presented it to

went beyond his roles

Q} . |

reflects his enthusiasm as a collector °
to back up and justify his life history
me. Tt also shows how my grandfather

of informant and collector and began

analyzing the information he produced and organized.

[ s £ s
He put the album together. shortly after he had finished
his autobiography. I had not evelW thought of asking him f'ox

phol:ographs at’ that stage. . In: fact, I:dia not know that my

 granaparents had a.colldction of family snapshnts and’ it

ot remenber them ver showing me a photj:graph albun. < My

grandfather worked thxough shoeboxes full of several hundred

photographs. and chose thirty-gight 0 represent hls life story.
He pasted them into an old photograph ‘album in chrénological

order’, grouped t._o déscribe the periods of his life as he was

.to outline them for me,later during the tape recording

sessions in an effort to organize the thesis material:

' Pre-school days.
Early ‘school days.

1897-1900.
1903-1907.

The Intermediate Grades.”

1907-1913.

High School.
Pre W.W. I.

1913-1914.
1914.

- Graduation and first War years.

1915-1916.

Enlistment and ‘Army years.

1916~

-1919.

1919—-1974.108

* Civil life and reflections on the past,

There were not endugh photographs of his early life to back

up the dethil he knew'I wanted for that period, so'the album

- 108yNFLA 75-88, Miscellaneous Collection, 19.. D Text.
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resembles, the autobiography in its emphasis on his adult
years. Where his thesis outline lumpsd thesa fiftysodd
years ‘togefher under "Civil life’and reflections on the
past”, the arrangement of the photographs in thé -album
_seems to-subdivide them into groups: First working years
.<and ‘marriage, Life in Maine, Family life in New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia, His accomplishments in working and leishre
life,

he_army years, Settled life, Woodstock and retirement

& 8 \ B .

By selecting”the photograph albtim, a mediun that often

years.

depends on its' total image for its effectiveness, my grand-
father created a collection of items and transformed them by
grouping them to represent a single idea: an individual's

wsvement through life.” With this, as with his autobiography,
he had taken on the roles of both informant and collector and

theh 'gone on to become a synthesizer @f information, an analyst.
k cy 1 g
: g rd L
Wwhen'-he was wr’itim; the ‘answers to the @ sdilleabhdin

questicnnaire my qrandfather found the book's constant - |

feference to beliefs ‘and superstitions frustrating. He
paiienca_y ;n#wered the questions that were luuking for this
kind of matérial in a variety of ways, all with the same
Imessage: yﬂmere were no'syperstitions current in Milltown

when he was qrawing up.

It i's real to me and probably will'be to those who read;
that our people at home were, for the most part; simple,
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hard-working folk. They did not have the time or
inclination to spend on old lore or superstitions.
Most of this had apparently been left back in their /
old countries from which their ancestors departed

so many years ago.

No, there did not seem to be ahy unusual rites or
ceremonies in that district, probably due to the fact
that it was such a diverse segmenting of racial origins,
“who soon became as one. Any unusual practices would-
soon bé noticed by others as the people knew quite well
what went on in the different homes. .
| ” X
! Part of the reason for his annoyance was nq: doubt the

. oo 2
richness of the Irish tradition that was behind the O

-sfilleabhin questionnaire's search for this kind of ‘material.

The cxamples that the book gave made my grandfather feel

t#mat his own material was a little inadequate.. Martin
Lovelace noticed a similar reaction in his informant

Les Ollerton when hée asked him questions based on:a.collection
of Dorset folRlore. His informant did not like being shown
up.as not, havif"\q heard of a particular custom or belief be-

cause it reflected badly on his self image as a person of

knowledgelll The. greater part of my q:andfa:het's fxustzanon

however was the result of his having a different v%ew of the
world than that presented by the Handbook. Coming f£rom a
Scottish -Protestant background and educated in a tradition
that saw modérn scjence as the g I

109y uvera 75-88, Quéstionnaike Answers, Ch.V,20: D Text.

#0754, ch. 1, 16. D Text.
1 ovelace, 42.
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simply could not understand why people would tie themselves

to the kind of traditions he had glimpses of through the book.

For my grandfather growing up, the world was a place full
of material things that could be manipulated only through
natural, -explainsble laws. He saw human beings occupying e
most important place in the natural order of things and was'
impressed by mankind's ability to change and control the
environment. echnology was a constant source of fascination
£or him and, while he enjoyed ". . .watch"ing nature"., hé

could approach it only through onme form of techhology or -

112

another. For example, he €ould not be contgnt to observe

a trout in its watery surroundingsj in order to achieve the

yicatest amount of satisfaction.from the experience he would

have to get his fishing tackle and try to catch it.’3 Any ’

kind of work operation would catch his attention and remain

in-his memory: B

A Rock-Crusher was bought and located on a vacant lot
~of land just outside the town limits. Mem were employed
to drill’ the random rocks, split them with wedges or
with blasting powder, haul the smaller pieces to the
crusher and have them processed. The crushed réck was
raised by conveyor and emptied into a revolving drum
which sloped towards the réar..|This drum had several
series of holes, so that, as the.mix moved along, the
smaller particles fell at once\mto their bin, the next
largest into their bin and so on, until the ‘whole was
sortedﬂ . These bins had drop sides, a wagon could

112500 MUNFLA 75-88, Autobiography, 3.

1135ce MUNPLA 75-88, Questionnaire Answers, Ch. II, 9.
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drive under the bin selected and load with whatever
|size was desired fof the road Wwork. The largest
‘being used for the bade and fill, then the graduated
sizes were used, making a compact whole with what was
in those days, a smooth surface. I was interested in
all of this and must say that the road was durable.
The last time I visited.the old townm, it was still
there, now ‘covered with asphalt.llf;

His written work was packed with examples of this kind.

While he was growing up he noticed the pride that most
yecg}é ook in doing their work skillfully and most efficiently
\and he adopted this attitude when he did work of his own.
However, what was perhaps more influertial in forming his
desire ‘to undexstand; processes was part of his make-up. that ,
called for a high degree of control over all his BtEALEG
environment. Practical knowledge was what one needed,

according to his understanding of things, in oxder to cope
successfully with one's surroundings. When one had possession
of practical knowledge, he had control over everything in

the ehvironment Hhat might othibrwise: be a threat. Science

was a means of obtaining this Kind of knowledge, and progress

took place when man's understanding of sciénce increased.

His désire to understand processes, to know how things
worked, was an important part of his' adaptation “tc life: he
§slélwayé happiest in, jobs which demanded organization of
naterial and information into a.working ‘system, like his army
job in World War II, and uphappiest in jobs in which he had

to depdpd on figuring other people out, as he had to do in his

1%1pid., ch. III, 1. D Text.
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work as a salesman.\ The higher the degree of con’rcl his
work gave him, the happier ne was with it. This is one

" reason he enjoyed his work as a pharmacist. As a child I

- was always amazed at my grandfather's having patent remedies

for almost every ailment I had; I grew up depending on the
doctor ‘for diagnosis and treatment of the most minor illnesses
and, uu.ough I was a healthy child, I was not unfamiliar

with medical specialists. L

In his unswezs to the Handbook, whenever Jd Suilleabhain

squested that chexe m:tht be a supernatural understandan

that would rival technological knowledge, my grandfather

responded quickly: "

Lucky or unlucky timés or days for hunting were a myth.
It was more a matter of experienced hunters getting
their bag, while those who were inexperienced would
come back with nothing to show. The local lack of
superstitions would preclude any faith in charms,
spells and so on. A person heard ‘ngclnq any such &
would have been considered "odd". 1

setting forth on journies: |
There were no superstitions. One was ready or not. -
No lucky signs were looked for, only the prospects

of the weather, read from the wind, sun and sKies.ll6

when cen!:onted by t_he traditions of Roman Catholicism
his belief in science held firm:
> 4 The Blessed Eucharist: )
I know nothing about this. I do not believe in 5

1S1pia., ch. II, 5. D Text.

1161154., Ch. III, 5. D Text.
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miratles, only natural laws. As a custom of any

church I cannot find fault with it, if it gerves

as a reminder of significance.l1l7 [ ) i
/ |
| i

| .
When the Handbook questioned his own religious beliefs he

replied that there was much he did not know, b\‘;c he could not

_understand why any religion would invent reascns for hurting

people wpo were innocent of doing harm themseﬂ.res.
h . \ . i
. . .There must be a Supreme being. Hopever, I .
personally do not believe that there ever| has been
any communication between the Supreme and|man. . . .
Natural forces were created for some reason we cannot
compréhend. All solutions and positionings have been
man-made. Knowing the limitations of human knowledge .
and man's attempts to always justify his actions, a i )
suspicion arisés as to the validity of many propositions. g
In effect, all laws of the universe are natural laws. i
There are no miracles which when they defy natural laws .
can be credited.l18

Baptism:

There may have been some who bewailed the fact that a
poor little infant had not been baptised before it
died. Can you imagine.a just and merciful God denying
the hereafter tp a helpless child, who by some- £luke,
“was not christened or bapnsedrllé ] o 4%

In general, my grandfather feit most comfortable when

dealing with the geography, technology and economi¢ life of

< o |4
the region, those topics covered by G Suilleabhdin|in chapters |
I, II, III, IV and XIV. For each of these he wrote an entire

booklet. For the chapters that dealt with the local people's
: ; i

f

i o 3

i 117

! - Ibid., Ch. IV, 16. D Text. [ ‘
i 81p3a., ch. vI, 1. D Text. |

11%pid., ch. Iv, 16. D Text. ’ !




141

understanding of life and the Univgrse,\religious belief and
custom, Chapters, V, VI, VII, VIII, X XII, he wrote -
little, combining his answers to these questions several to
a booklet. .He felt more comfortable with Chapter XI,
"Historical Tradition", and Chapter XIII, "Popular Oral
Literature”, but they sought information too specific to
Irish tradition so he included each of these as part of
another booklet. Sbmetimes, when he had been working through
one of the difficult chapters, he would tell ‘mé he did nob
think there vas much point in his trying tp describe Milltown
in terms of the Irish tradition; he ‘just couldn't understand.
why any ‘people would hold such odd beliefs. I would en- -
courage him, telling him not to worry about the material «
that seemed to refer to Ireland alone, and he would go back
to work, batiently writing, "No_superstitions or lore"
after many of the guestions. He prefaced Chapter V in this
way: - ) J

What a gigantic subject isjHuman Life. Really I do B

not feel qualified to write on this. I have lived

seventy seven years and have learned little. Each

Gay brings some new. problen or a new angle to be vieved.

It seems that all I can do is to tell it as I have seen

the review. The expressions and opinions may not match

those of any other person living. For that:reason_

alone, it may be worth while xecozding.u . L

!
201pia., Ch. Vv, 1. D Text.




.t HIS KNOWLEDGE AS PART OF SELF IMAGE

Any J.nd].vl.dual filters: cultural :.nformation accurdlnq
to his'personal exper::.ence. His pe:sona,lity will partly
detetmlne what 1nfotmatxon the 1nd1v1dua1 accepts as being

relevant, uséful ‘and supportwe and what portion he re)ects

.as belnq’nnsuxtable for the oppos;te ‘reasons . In. this Way

self mage can be'seen as an 1nfluence on, as well as‘a

part oq wotldvxew‘ v s:.nuiarly, 'self understand:.ng in-

fluences an indw;d

s:.gmfxcant knowledge. i Up to

t.his péint i'have been: & s:ussxng the x,mportance of my.”

grandfat_hex"'}‘worldview in his unde:standlng “and present—-

af_lon of knmlledge. Now T wculd 11ke to show the Way his

‘self image affected his presgntatmn 'Of knowledge ,for the

self understanding -changed in’the




In reading his autobiography and while listening to
' my qzundfar‘.hexvtalk ‘]abo'ut his life I noticed that he used
certafi” personal experience stories over and over again.‘
These zesembléd in form the "set pieces" he had used
throughout his written work and the mr.ervmws but f_hese
were tevealxng tzuths of . a’ more personal kinds they
uere bexng nsed as apecific examples for several large
! genéralized themes in ‘the story of r.he devalopment of his

*chauccez. 2 i R

Central 0, big yiaw. of hisown ;-ife history ‘is the
mwortance of the idea of success. Since my grandfather
thinks of success in teims of ‘a gaining of self esteen
thxop“gh k{:myq that he has donevvety -well at' a jﬁh and
threugh this; ‘provide#t security: for hinself and his family,

We had failed in thid

he felt upon ‘:evi_ewing':his\iife ths

double aim,, His:autobiography, then, constructed around.

“these personalized "Set picces", atiempts éa‘justify or at

,.1‘ea'51; explain; his uhsuccessfil existence. ' The temes that

vrun through his 11£e h.ist:ory as He pxesents it are :ﬁzed
opport\mlty through unde\rel.aped natutal talent and pr

'lnduced self—sabotage, resenmenc at his personal develop~ .

ment having been held back, and pnde Ln ku.s abxln—y m
- make fnends and ga;n the resyect of or_hex people despite
l:his.

i1l he diacussinq f_hese r_hemes ‘in. the order

given: he:e. : 5 kB T :




One of my grandfather's deepest regrets about his life
was his failire to dévelop his musical talent.. When he was
very young someone once mentioned that as a baby he had
cried. at the sombre music¢ played during a commemorative

121 e also

parade.at the time of Queen Victoria's death.
remembered weeping while visiting someone's house at a
wedding and “Home, Sweet Home® was pla}'s‘d on the piano. 122
Hle considered these events an indication of-his ‘early

senlexvit{r £o music and. mentxcned them, in the "set piece"

form,* several times during the i evgreid gnadn sur %,

less, formal ‘Ghhyersations.® His fathdts refusal to. con-

sider a musical career for him is the subject of another
of theése accounts. Without denying that he .should have
worked hasder on Bk own to study musi¢, he -uses this story
to place some' of the blame on his parents, who had paid for
his br’othe‘rv James' medical education and who could have

afforded to give him some financial assistance for this. -

Then, .when he was living in Hartland, New Brunswick; a -

church‘there refused to consider Him for their organist |

123

because he had once played for a movie. In his auto- "

story as ‘an example of the strength

biography he uses. thit
of xeligious belief in that town but it is just as much
e : = ‘ T
121ror. example, soe yiéldbook 1, 13. c Text.
lzder e;:am‘ple, See MUNFLA 75-88, C 2502, 3163.
3see meldbopk E 33, e fext. - [




"set piece":

another example of how he missed an opportunity to use

and improve his musical. ability. Again, at a later stage -

of his life his resentment, this mu,e directed towards a’
dependent vife and children, makes itself knowry through a
" he had three offers in“one year of free

tuxtion to study m\xsz_c, but refused them so that he could

cmnunue €6 support his fam_uy.““ . . »j

While'fy grandfather was, gzowmg up and receiving some

encouragemem: for his musical talent though piano’ lessons,

another of his talérits was ‘goihg undevélioped. . He was good.

at writing and, while this ability did not.go ufinoticed, he
felt it/ wasn't given as much attention as it should have

been. His story about the. competition for the bést comp-

osition illustrates this, as does the piece about his being' -+

punished for refusing to read in front of the class:

So, I-was really unaware that-I had done anything out

of the ordinary.| That was surely the time.for someone

to take me jaside; point out the merits of the little

'story, advise me that probably I could do even bettér:

Encouragement should have been the word; not p\7nlshmen:.
g ? s

< " ~
Although ‘much of my gzandﬁather's resentment)in these

125

accounts is directed at other; pecple for their jHsensitivity

and 1ack of support, he does consider.sone pf his lack of

~sucoess his own fault. He atttiputes some of it to a kind of

MUNFLA 75~ =88, C 2514, 339.

12 mmn.la 75- 88, Autobiography, 2..D Text.
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_self-sabotage that ocourred at eriidcal times he should ;

have‘gone ahead and done what he really wanted to do. b

This was.a result of his ‘pride and stubbbx;nness. Again,

the story of how hist father refused to support his desire

) to- study music reflects this thene, for ;{]ﬁman pzoudry
refused to let his' father Know how much this meant to hin

N “and took: the flrs’t ]Ob he“could -find to become mdependent.

The $tory about his' being pumshea for refus:mg to xead his

X eals this . self-sabotage toa., if he had fiot 1-.

; compcsltxon e

: been so‘ .stubborn he ' would have found’ his work: rewarded, ! The

- : story of hiow he ¢ame to. leave Hilg fiznt ddb Lo MERAah polnts

; to this -also.?® "If he had not been so’proud he would have

endured the lnsult of belng !accused of-a wrong he had not

comm)‘.tted and would not have lost the ;ob security he had

worked hard to acquire. . - -

apakt from his -@eling that his natural talénts were

neglected\phien he was young, my. grandfather alvays felt

Cangry towar\s his 'paxénis for-slowing down his personal-

development by keeping: oo close a watch over his activities.
He wDuld have like to make more declslons on his own and he
i i Eelt that taking charge of his own affairs 'later in hf,e

g 8 slewed his pruqress. He was'not allowed to enjoy é“ct).é:.tlesv

7 i . othex,,cmmren were permitted and his feelings about -this

- are s.umman,zed in ‘stories -like .the account of his bringing
* € 3 3 < .

", : y R ¢ ik 5 .
126ymwrLa 75-88, c2514,  248. . B
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school friends home for a birthday party and discovering
that his parentsXtd. not give birthday parties, and the
one about how his parents, refused to let him speak to the
‘Norwegian girl who [Lived across the street.?27 e contrasts
his family's attitude in this case with his father's relat- '
fvely mild reaction in the stpry about his younger brother

128

Art's leaving ‘a gifl's pants in the family caril?®

These
stories”are illustrations: of how hissocial :"f(nowledge was

'he-had 2 chance’

restricted. 'In telling the th‘ry about hoy

to work i the Calais: shos factozy and his father ‘refused

to. let him go there, he refers to missing an opportunity to = |
3 ]

learn mar;aéamenc of his own. economic affairs. %

‘Although mogt of these, personal experience stories
deai with Hiehes of resentment over missed opportunity,
some, especially in the later'part of,his autoblography,
are a reatfiriation that his 1ife was not always marzed by
these failures: Among hedalurer et ares wisebeot How
tie got, along with his' fellow soldiers and earned their
re's;gct, for exanplé,. this mich repeated account of ira McClure:

It is odd how things happen: | Thefe vas a chap, tall,

broad shouldered and red-headed. . He was a terror when
. he got dfunk, Would throw things around ‘and this would

- include humans, - 'if they got in his way. It jlist i
happened; he got into'a jamb. I.won't say what kind,
1 assisted him with advice and information, which he’used

12Tmunpra 275-s88, 'Antobkcqraphy, 1. 2502, 003"

12Byunyta” 75-38, C2514, 717.
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and he got rid of his incubus. From that day on,
I was his buddy. No matter how rough he was, if he
needed attention, I would come quietly alongside,
takeé his arm and suggest that it might be a good .o
time to climb into bed. He would come like a lamb.

-
The number of these "set pieces" drawn from the war years

g inficates the amount of opportunity _army life“Gave him to' -
demunstxate his ahihm.es. “There are more personal Exper=
lence stbries b\u,lt arcund this theme sqatteted thzoughout
ms life nistory |as he presented it to me, fox example, the.

2 stogc of how he won the prizé at the Barter-Family piénic . o

shooting match and the. one about how he discovered singer ©

[eharlie chamberlain and introduced him to professional misic,
_ but none of thése,appropch thie wartime stories in narrativie

: Cing 130 ~
detail or strength of feeéling. By

- . In his discussion of family success stories in American

¢~ 7 folkidre, Stanley H, Brardes xefézs to what he calls "the

American myth of success", a, system b of behef that holds that, = 3

%' Jeconcinic achieveiient. and social pos tion are dependent

on a persoh's intelligence, hard work, thrift, and a judicious

, 131

‘with the Profestant ethic My grandfather grew up in a

sbciety that accepted this ethic. It was an important part

ngnmim 7586, Autcb,\uqrdphy, 6. D Text.

13“"The shooting. match”, Pieidbook[ ' 62, "piscovering
Charlfe Chamberlaug", 75-88,"C. 2515, 056.
13stan16y H. Bran "Fami Ty Mi'sfortuhe Storied im.

es, :
American Polklore" Journal of the Folklore 1nsh1tgte,

12 (1975)_, 6.

B i
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of his parents' system;of values and 50 it became part of
"his own view of the world. Brandes also notes the tendency
.of people in the larger American culture to look at the
personality of the individual when judging their life
according to its degree of success. He fﬂ\l;d that it was
common, o péople who had not. achi,eva{i the economic or

social position they Uesired to el stor’ies that placed

V- the blnme for their lack of success on’ v_heu famlly rather *

than on, thenselyes as individuals. Wy gxanﬂfather_’s personal

experiente stories finction the same way eyen 'W the
|
externul causes of hxs failures ﬁra lnuch more immediate!

than most of those that Brandes is talking about. My

grandfather is conscious of the way his personality influenc-

ed his lack of success but he places most emphasis on the

sxioriai: AtiusnostscoYis: peraonality, Bist-were tés primary
| . -

cause.

In the course of writing his autobiography and working
through the taped interviews my gxandfath;z becare more and
more convinckd that he had been a victim of circumstances,
that these external linfluences which had shaped his Qeatiny
wera Gtxoiger-ithan any resistance he as ap individual could
have made. 'In'a sense, of course, he was right: the early:
influences on his character did toa dargeldagren determine .

"how he ‘adapted 'to.the aifférent situations life presented

to him. - At this point I wish to {ranine ‘these influsnces
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from my point Of yiew in an attempt to make clear how his
personality affected his store of knowledge and his present-
ation of it.

The vafue that was placeé on sllccess by his family and
the larger society alvays made him conscious of whether or
HBE b was achieving encugh in Life, Tt wade hin uibippy
with his work M Iot Of the time and created a loss of self-
esteem that affected his entire self image, This feeling
iAe 1€ hechesazi For hls Eo feep: chpnging Sobe ahd locations

_in a comstant effort to improve his lot and thus made it
aifficult -to build up any SmotBE of security. This in turn
created mofe loss of self-esteem and so he found himself
leading his life in a frustrating, circular pattern.: Of

-| course, talking about hi§ degree of success in reiation to °
the society as a whole, he @id not do so badly. He spent '

~ his early adult years during an economic depression. Because
of his middle~class background and his reluctince to accept
any form of financial -assistance, he and his family went
through a Hard time but they managed to survive and his _
children grew up,. were properly educated and attained a
‘middla’class standard of living. It was only in terms of
his own high standards that he was unsuccessful, but of

course it was his standards-that coloured his view.

The control his parents had| over his activities when he
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was young created resentment in him and the result was the
development of a need to feel in control that became one of

the strongest parts of his personality. His passion for

organization, his néed for habits and schedules weqe a direct

result of this desire to feel in control: -

\ ¢
I suppose anybody who lives a life learns to do it

in patterns: I know I do myself and if I'm taken away
from my patterns I'm rot happy. ~If I had to-live in
the ;same house. with' somebody who was'helter-skelter
1'd. Mave to leave. 'Gram tends to be like that, yéu
know. .She'll come in and-she's Zlost this, or lost that
and T say “You haveﬁ't lost it, it's in the house and
if you g_,p\m it in the same place every time you'd .
have it™" over tne years wewe evolved a system~of
living together.l3 '

For

ed: after finishing a project he has brought one more thing

under control. As I pointed out earlier, this guality made

him very good at certain types’ of work and in certain jobs;
he points with pride to his part’in keeping track of overseas
troops during. World War II and to his settdng up of an
inventory system for Plaza Drugs (now Shoppex's Drug Mart)

when he was working in Ontario. 3’ oOn the other hand, this

need for control often made him insecure and anxious in [

. situations with which he felt he could not copé. He had longed

for freedom as a child but found it aifsiquu"to cope with
| = . =

132pie1abook 1,109. B Text.

137uoNFLa 75-88, Autobiography, 2l.
. ;

the same reason he enjoys the savour of things accomplish-
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, decision making once he was on his own. He had to have

everything to work with or else unforeseen events threateped
to upset his carefully prepared plans. When he was not sure
of his position he would return to a restrictive situation

and use it as an excuse for not taking action.

| fhe strictness of nis parents' control also influenced

| bis. attitude towards his own children. xemembéxing times he

felt unjustly puhished when he'was young, he ‘was reluctant
to punish his own daughter. and Sons.’ A family story I heard
when I was growing up' demonstlates this: -
" |

ty father Pob had done sonething wreng and Gramits

insistéd that Gramp punish him. Gramp took him into

another room laid him across his knee and put a

pillow over his rear end. As he begah to hit.the

pillow with big, loud spanks he told Bob tocry and

“ make it sound as though he was being hurt.

My grandfather had resented his parents' interference in his
sexual affairs as well and took care not to criticize or
control his own sons' #%tivities providing they did not get
into trouble: "When Bob and Jim were growing up I knew when
they weré skylarking aréund but I never said anything about
36,335 4is empathy, however, did not extend to his daughter
or granddaighters. He treated them much in the same way his
parents had treated hin’<’\\3

134 \

From my memory. C Text.

33rielabook I, 115. B Text.
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My grandfather always felt that he would have liked

more attention and affection from his parents. This made

him eager to pleaSe people in order to have them like him

and extra conscious of the plight of lonely people. He took
pains to play with his own children while they were growing |
up and’ to give them more attention than he had received.

This longing for affection also made him easily pieaéea by
attention and equally easily offended by neglect. For

xample, in his relationship with his grandchildren, if we
broke a visiting routine hewould let us feel his disploasure,
usually by withir awing attention and atfection Of his awn.

His normal reaction to anymiqg that displeases him is to
withdraw and cut of f communication; this tendency cdused ,/\o‘
problevs in his personal relationships to g0 ungolved

throughout his life.

oOne result of my grandfather's being on his own so
much as. a child was that he never learned fo analyze people
very well. Because he spent most of his time by himself he
did not need to understand people in order to influence them
_ towards his own goals. His parents proved to him very early
that they Mi¥d not: e InFinetioedine He grew up with little
interest i other people's motives for their behavior. He
took them at.face value and if they did det Banava du EHa "
socslny prescribed mannér, if they were not predictable in

“terms of the society's values, then he was at a loss for how




154

to deal with them. In describing his interaction with s ’
different people throughout his life he rarely questions

or tries to fxplain their behavior. For example, note his
surprise at. his father's vehement disapproval of his son's

desire to study music.l®0

If my grandfather had been more
aware of his father's way of thinking he voulaNoE Hive besh
so surprised at his reaction. Similar misunderstandings
occurred throughout his life and made him sometimes to

appear insensitive and arrogant. . |

o % g, s
My grandfather's sense of being set apart from other

pzpla when he was young cgeated in him a reserve which

prevented him from joining in the-activities wof others even

ion he was no longer hampefed by his parents. It made hin
.quiet -and withdrawn in company while he wanted to be more

socially aggressive.

I've néver set out to get drunk in my iife. Don't
have much patiénce with drunks; I've never been drunk.
In the army a lot of men'would play cards after supper.
1'd go off by myself. I guess what you get in the
habi't of doing when you're very young you do for the
rest of your life. I'mnot really anti-sopigl: I
have a great liking for people in general.

On the other hand, probably because they sensed that hid

silence was not a hostile one, other people did not seem to

dislike him for this. He attributes this to a kind of presence:
5 1

® I
136uunrra 75-88, Autobiography, 14. -

137.

Fieldbook 2, 35-36. B Test.
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You know, some kids that are a little bit different
from the rest get picked on.’ I never had anybody
pick on me in my life, in the ariy or anywhere else.
There's somethipg cbout me that keeps pecple from
going that far. ’ |
Certainly he always got along well with other people when
he was dealing with then on the sart level. However, some
found hinm uncompronising and dxfncuu as a manager. One

svery positxv! effect of ms stame af bemg set apart was

t.hat it made him® a good ubserve: and I talk about this again |

in Chapter. Six. * .

. My grandfather's isage of hinmself as a product of nil
envitonment really began €d form after he haa written his
autobiography. He had never stopped-before to consciously
analyze his past and sudde‘nig he saw patterns emerging in %
his understanding of his ]}ife‘ \that ju.éciﬁe‘d his personal’
history. After he had given me the last chapter of guestion-
naire answers_ I asked him for a short chronology of his life,

jus'i to set.the answers in perspecuve. At first he refused,

saying that an account of his life tould not.throw any light ~

on thé’history he had recorded.’ I coaxed him for just w list

of dates and events, saying that he was-just as much a pro-

duct of his environment and historical events as anyone, and,,

i

. with genuine reluctance, he agreed o send it to mé in the

mail. A few weeks latex his typewsitten twenty~five page
13%1abook 1, 9k. BiText. -




autobi.ography aruvéd in t_he mail, prefaced ‘and concluded

+ inrghg satie way-
There is”something I.must say at once. - It is with,
extreme reluctance that I sit here and.type this
story. :/Only on’' the insistence of Monica is this being’
written. :Aside from a few small episodes, I do ot -
consider that my life has been oucs:ancung Rather,

“ !u pattern to' be’ avoxded‘,lb‘ :

., And now'for the ending. Have ok enjoyed writinq

¢ +this bit, "~ It has, brcught back’too many painfi
memories,"of opportunities missed of batched, poor
Judg'men(: and ' other - human Erailties

N i : ‘/ : i
Duting me l:aped x tarv ews, when we’ teuchsd ‘on one

Avent of ‘his life or anochet, he would give me”an indicationm

that He sav his ]

ifé a.little dxfferent,ly than he had before:

LI | What I am’now 15 the addxt;,on of al). the things k4 ve
ever doné, .good ,experiences amd ‘bad:experiences.
:The: bar: I've always been' able to! lalgh off.l4l

1, really 1-_h:.nk that «-_ﬂere s cnly the ‘odd person’ tha

can break away. from their-early téaching and envnxonman(:.
iThere kag to be some; burning desire; some redson for |
“doing, t's a matter or pride to.me to see x,nx
cwn A0Tng weJl‘ I like to seé Jim Veing a:managing
‘editor -and Xed tc See ‘Bob: I like-to.see the: ks.ds
‘being : successfu t gives' me a warm faeling 142

139 4unEra 75288, Autobmgraphy, a. ) Text. Sl

OIbidy, 250 D 7ext.

“1me1dbaok 1y 95. B.Text:
l‘zpleldhaok 2 23. B Text:




9 R ~,It(was during this series of interviews that he presented
i me with a title and sdb:'iue he chough't ‘might be appropriate
for the thesis. "Small Boy in Small Town® appeared ona, -

slip of paper by his cmur orie day and a. little while later

- . he gave me.a one page summazry of his ﬁfe history under this ¥ .

3 ‘title. "It wag written in & more abjective tone than his .

- . au«tobiegréphy"ﬂ:ad <peeri, aléhough it was still written in .-

;\.pe, and’ it seemed to show more. /

- the first’ person, actJ.ve

» acceptance of the ups‘,, and, doyrs ‘of his 1ife than had hls‘

% o ahtoblographx.

For all "of that, time; I haVve more og: legs. liveéd
life.of ‘a small boy -inv'a small town, ‘wherever
I,went it was the.same story.. . No:doubt I_had many
opportunities. to .climb’ higher but had neither: f_he’ o G

5 5 iy ® ., urge or:'training ‘to do so. i
ey n This penod\g

inds nie living agaxn in a'small town and
a’small boy, ‘taking no part in com.munxty
Society but 1Lv1ng’ ‘a qulet and

'?, a tangl\ﬂe

‘, ucsess’ had become " 1 s5 mpcx—

tant in/ hxs unde:standinq p/f his 1xfe~ there, was zoom for
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N - % § by
seven pages long, entitled "60 Years-Later. 1915-1975".
Objective in tone and written in the third person, passive

voice, it has a solid, authoritative air of detachment when

- it talks about the effécts of an environment upon an

individual: ! i

|

The envirorment of a small mill town at the turn of—

thé century was hardly fertile groynd in which future
great or outstanding pérsons ‘took root. Working hours ,
were long, wageés were low.. There were few distractions

. orlentertainments ‘to brighten'off-hours.. Home'life, if

“'closed-in on itself was not productive. An expansive; ,

cutgoing Ea.mily mﬂxzt in-some cases see its members

more proqxes 4

It has'a kindly tone when it-.describes the later years,of

my grandfather's life‘:
- B L) -
\:
Today, ‘we find all grown up anlt busy wEth:thELE cwn
occupations. Our Gramp sow hds -three’ great grand-
¢ children as well. He is retired and 6nce more lives
« 1+ in'a small town. He has.cdme full r:,u:cle, except ‘that
 'now-he is.an old boy rather than a small boy in a small
~town.. He has réturned -to his own security.
Life at 78 is surprising sweet. Enjoying good health
in spite of two heart attacks in recent years, he
keeps busy with all sorts of chores and undeztakmgs.
Is. most happy when folks come £0 Visit.

While it {s true that}my grandfa.thex Wwroté these. pigces partly
to give. -me -an 1dea of the kifd of desczipt).on I shopld write
in the thesis,'to encouage’a reluctant writer to get staited
on vork ‘she had put off "too’ long ;i they are most 'si/gnificant

as statements of a Shift in emphasisi | He was not longer

,ashaned of the Way he had lived his Iife, he had done: the

best hie could: ¢ o oo

:Vliﬁbia 51,7 D Text. e e o
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METHODOLOGY
his chapter is a brief examinaffon of the methodology
described’ in the preceding chapters in the light of its
value to Folklore studies. While this piéce of work is
far from the first-biographical study in folklore scholar=

shlp, it has, lome qua]itles thﬂ('. muke it different £rom

! prey ous studies of ‘this kind and it offers some: suggesc:.ons

iox fuxcher invaniqauon in t:he etudy of the ind.i,v].dual in |
&

cu 1tu:nl context.

- { S




"+ Ellen Stekert describes'an experience like this in an article

,dxvxdual in understanding. how «d culture molds the experience

subject of his study. ®  The writers who ehd up com-

“another and have found that their chojce, after all; is just

‘an ordinary person with:no particular artistic talent.

’ 160

I .
There has been:much written in recent years in the

literature of folklore about the importance of studying
the life and péint of view of the common, average pérson
in any society. ALl folklorists seem to know that the
account -of the ordinary person is just as. important, if -

not more so, than the account of ‘the outstanding in-

of dts” mefnbezs, and yet no.ong’ xeally seems’ interesteﬂ in

studylnq the common persron. The:a have heen feu ma]or

folklo:e studies ‘of indivxduals who are not uctive pexfomers

of fou&ales or ‘folksong; or of ‘some’ esoteric crazt.: ;
Richard Tallman criticizes this emphasu on "characters" . .
in hls doctoral dxssartauo;x, and yet he’ himself chose a j

pérformer of a definite genre cf folklore llaten.al as Hle

plaining about this bias in folklore studies seem to be
those who have chosen an informant in hope 'of finding him

or her a good orouts_tanding_performex of one genre Or

entitled, "’A‘he Hidden Infomant" Her pojm‘t, that "...- i By

4 -
erformer . does riot méan

becalse a man was not an outstanding
that he.was not'a perceptive ‘cbsexver" - is a good one, and
- 1621 1man, 61. ; L Ny




yet her awareness of tl’u.E still cqnld not compete with her

interest in spec1a1¥\zed perforners. 147 :

The' emphasis on' specialized performance in folklore
studies was a result of the influence literary studies

had on the discipline. In the view of the folklorist

mteresced in performance, folklore is_considered art,
naive S unscph.lst].ca"eﬂ art) byt art all the _same; with"

the ul\pl:.cal:).cn that it has.'a cxaad_ve rather. than an .

ve origin.. 'The "star™ 'perfome: of .any’ gem—e ot

s must‘

? folklore is an artxst,_\uwed in tlu.s way* the empha:

fallion h_\s creauv:.ty rathex than on. that part OE h).s knm—

ledge that he shares ‘with e]mazyone elsa in his snc;e(:y .
It is impossible to’ talk about the importance of studying -
“the ordinary indi vidiial, ana at the same time believe that
séne performers’ knowledge o "matérial® is better than . .
others. Folklorists. have been allowing their own aesthétics
to influence ttheir xé,spézch for a'long tind.
TS B :
“Bdivazd D.] Ives, whose intbrest in the individual as
a. ménber. of euItire cane, From his 11£g:ary-artiétic' view
‘of folklore; Has been one’ of the. Few scholais to Consistently
support his expressed view that folklorists ought 6 study
uxdmary people; but: éven he has “done this through ‘his

involvement ‘with #n‘oral history axchlvg which has a.strong

"The mdden Informant" Midwest




i'lsz

| occupational (rathar than generic) emphasis. His own work’
has concentrated.on creative individuals. While Ives '
‘argues that the distinction is overemphasized, there can

be no doubt that most folklorists consider ‘the creative-
'imitative performance dichotomy as important ifiea in folklore |

|
theory and follow in the tradition of genre-oriented studies.?8

It is indicative of the folklorists' lack of interest

O © | the. life histories of ordlnary individuals’ that there’

wayne Reuel
f

Bean, a student of Eaward n, Ives; recordéd:the experienbes i

have’ beén on].y mree major Studies of this Kine y

of a Maxne man and edited them intu book form. "Me and

N F?nni% the oral Autobiography of ,Ralph Thnrnt:‘mvof Top'sfieldL
Maine", is, the account of a man who wWorked on the farms.and
sin HHEINO5AE OF LHAHCHENOHE, all'his life and remembered

the ‘traditions of the commnities of which ke was a part,

but Who never became, well’ knows For any part of his self

\
expression.:,ug He' just happened to be someone’ Bean knew . E

well and he.happened to be willing to:presént-Bean with part

of His memory. The Litile Nozd\éastez. Remmscehces of a
: T
. Placentxa Baxman was the written account, Of an ordinary

Il .o

1‘81ves, 8. - For one of the most detailed d).scussz.ons
of ‘this. problem.in pu.bllshed folklore scholarship, o
se¢ Henry’ Glassie, "'Take Elhat Night Train ‘to Selma" -t
-~ - . an-Excursion.to the Outsk;rtsy of Scholarship”, i

in
o FOlksongs -and Their Makers, ed. Ray.B: Browne (Bwli

‘ Green. BowIIng Green. University Populur Pxess,197l),l 70.
Wayne Reuel Bean;, ed.. "Me ‘and Fannie; the or 2

Autobiography of - ~Ralph’ Thorton of , Tcpsfield, Maine"
Northeast Folklore, 14 (1973), +1-94,.
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Newfoundland man, Victor Butler. Wilfred Wareham, a
Memorial University of Newfoundland folklore student, knew

[ Butler and was interested in the written history he had

produced on'his own, sb'he had it published with.an explan-

atory introduction as the first Newfoundland study of its
150

f

Xind. Linda-D&gh's People in the Tobacco Belt: Four

Lives describes the life histories of foyr people who do
not -possess. any partlcular artistic talent, although Deqh

is lnteresteﬁ in pointing. out the creat;vx_ty in fheir

g narr, (:).ve accounts. . Shka recorded these and othe: ordinary
hfg h;storxes when do:mg zesearch:“in Hunganar»—canad;an

conununities for the National'Musewn'of Man.'®l A

; e ha\{e never seen‘ 'arfolkloié study based ‘on an inform-
ant's written response to a written guestionnaire, so it is
difficult to make comparisons with my grandfather!s work. '
Tomas o-c:o'han's The rslandmnri comes very close in tone to
whac my qranﬁfather qave me but x.t ‘was conceived and pro-~
152

duced “as literaturée rather thaL as,a folklore study.

_"0'Crohan wrote' the account of: his life in a.[xura_l Irish — -,

FER 150y;ctor' Butler, Thé Little Nord Easter: Reminiscences '

‘6f a Placentia Bayman (St. John's: MONFLA PUblic- -
"‘ations (Community Studies'Series,.Nol 1), 1975) :

11inda péah, Peogle ‘in’the Tobacco Belt: - Four Lives
(ottawa:, ‘National Museums of Canada (National
Musedm-of Man. Mercury Series, Canadian Centre for ’,
Folk Ciltire Studies, Paper No. 13); 1975) 3 "

T

152Tamas 0'Crohan, The Islandmaﬂ [New York Charles -
Seribner/s sons, 19355 g s
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community as a series of|letters|to a literary man who
suggested. the idea to him. ., It would seem that:there is

a basic difference betwéén the individual who decides to
record his owp life history by himself and the individual
whe 'p:esencé,it on'a researcher's request, but it i’s my
‘opinion that thi; is'a superficial distinction. Both types

of individpal share the monvatmn to express themselves;

What literary scholar Walter Teller

they ‘are somthing' 1il

calls' the Mnaive g'enips s - O

I ;

An- exceptxpnally well ‘endowed person ‘who' has had little

‘ schooling ‘and in’general is unawaré of the ‘gonventions
and traditions.of literature and arti.,. Feeling a
“deep need to',express himself,. he turns unself-consciously
to.recording 'and describing what he knows.and lives wifh.
He seldom thinks ‘of himself as making.a contribution to
literature, but even when he has literary aims his
writing remains. incidertal to his occupation or
situation. cked in his own axperisnce, he’is usually- -
A one-shot writer.l

Being a literary sch'blaré Teller ddes not take 'into consid-
eration the cultural influences that no human individual

escapes, he sées’is naive genius isolatéd and inward-looking:

. .His maln‘point, however, applies’to'the kind of people I

 have been discussing; these .pedple have a need to. express

theins,elves. ‘In some’ of them the need " 15 strong enc}mgh to
riake them find: 'a"way. of “éxpressing themsélves op their own;
inothers it takes stisone being mumg to listen and

observe to bnng their story out.

Fagai L, 2% .
153Wa1tez Teller, ed., "Introduction”, Twelve Works of

. Naive Gﬁnxus (New York: ' Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich,
972) i | . -
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I wasn't one of the crowd, ygg know, ‘and I had plenty
of chance to stand and look. 4

Perhaps the strongest influence on my grandfather's

, ability to produce the descriptions of the community he

had left fifty years before was his sense of being set /
apart from other people when he was growing up. His parents'
strictness and his own unagressive personality pade him a

lcnely, qu;et person who stond back and watched other people

™ S h 10i d-th Hi
;and-activitids moreof 5 i y- nuch

wanted to he socxable, and to do everythinq hls contemporazies

-did.’ He did not take refuge in aloofness and ignore. their

activities but remamed interested and watched. In this
way he became a good observer, because he did not turn
his interest inward. At one point during the tape recorded

interviews, perhaps a little weary of my constantly asking

"why", he responded: i

,Well, what makes it aifficult for me, -although I

try not to ‘hesitate,.is that we never guestioned these
things, to see why something was done. . We just did it.
I just went day to day apd I did what I had to. I
think I wrote you in a letter that [T wasn't too

" introspective.

- He was not an analytic ob's’erver because he was enough a_

part of the culture at the timeé to consider its activities
o e

normal' onés. That is what made it hard for him to accept .

5 Y54pielapook 1, 89. B Text. v

155pielabook 1, 107. B Text.
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being left out of so many of them. It was this gap between

knowing what was usually done and actually doing sometHing

else that made my afather watch and "

This idea that an individual who feels set apart from
others in the society will become a good observer of that
society is borne ofit by biographical accounts. The sense’

of being different and wanting intemsely) to be thé same as

i
everyone else is beautifully described by Flora Thompson'in _
l ST Lark Rise to Candleford when she tells about Laura hiding her

lace~trimmed drawers in a haystack.:5®

This girl was set
apart from other children in a rural English co’mmunﬂ;y by
her family's closet to middle class consciousness; while
_they'did not have much more money than other families in
the village, they had a knowledge of a different way of doihg

things, of what they comsidered better times. Her father

had more education than other men in the district and reading
was encouraged in her home. So Laura, actually Flora .

Thompson 'herself, grew up watching everything that went on

around heér in, the community and many years afterward ptoducrd -
a description of almost unbelievable detail and accuracy. Her
sense ‘of being different had made her a good cbserver; hex

i of the i of another way of "life made

. the —minuta‘e of vn.lage life interesting to her.

Flora Thomyson, Lark Risa to Candleford: (Léndon:
Cox and Wyman' Lt 574), 2 i

156,




There are good examples of this, too, in the biograph-
__ical literature of folklore. Jean Ritchie in Singing Family
of the Cumber¥#nds tells how her family considered itself
more sophisticated than others in the district and how she
developed an historical cofsciousness at an early age. >’
Fleetwood Pride, and individualistic Maine woodsworker who
becare a successful busi;:essman by pulling himself up by
his own bnotstraps, WES a ‘clever,child who felt left out

because he was “i6t Bebt s school ‘as’ his brothers vere.158

Victor Butler, a Newfuund]:and Jack—of*all—trades", was. an

only child, 'dlosely watched by his parents arid a good student.1%?

All tl \\Ese individuals dec:_ded at a latet pe! od in the:\.x

lives to record the contents of ‘their meiories because they
knew £rom haying had a different experience that’ the tra-
ditions of the small, inward-looking communities in which
they had gEGn. e interesting and’ worthy of] attent;on.
Of course, it is i possmle o ignore the personal satis-
faction these people gained from talking about themselves

at such length and in such detail, but all.the'same, the

r:haracterlstlc ‘one of .théir werk is not one of boadéfulness

or 'self-concern but rather one of ‘fascinated; admramon for'

, ‘ o . S
[ 157;0an Ritchie, Singin

' (New York: Oxford Un:.vT:sxty Pr
: -

e - cu.mbexlands
S, 1955) .

158pavid C./ Smith and E.D. Ives, eds., "Flestwood Pride:
the autobiography of a Maine Woodsman", Northeast
Folklore, 9. (1867), 5-60. .

159ut1er. LR
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the people and events they are describing. This is thé

. same tone I found in my 's written ptions

of Multmn. Al.f_hough he, unlike TRompson, Ritchie, Pnée
and Butler, had to be prempr.ed t:o produce his view of the
community and of his owp Hf.e, he shared the experience that

made them all good observers. - Sl

It would be ‘impossible to discuss the methodclogy of

thi.s study without xefernng to the g Su;lleahha;m Handbook
|
and its effect ‘on my.grandfather's presentation. The study.

‘would riot havel beén made without the questionnaire; it was |
the"a.mtiatar that brought about the exutence of the
larger, more personal statément. ’
One outstanding characteristic of my grandfather's
answers to the § Sdilleabhdin questionnaire is the objective,
generalized style in which they, are written. He carefully
left himself out of the|picture most of the time he was
writing and avoided the use of ‘spedific examples throughout’
the work: This relates directly to his view of knowledge
as objective,’ sharable information. His formal schooh}ag
had taught him that this was the way to present sg:ious and
truthful informatioh and it was a style he wds familiar with
in his reading] - When we worked- through thé Handbook material

during the tape recorded interviews he had no trouble'giving*

specific examples for thé generalized statements he had




, Was, this usual or unusual”?

written: the medium had changed and I‘had-» made it clear

that this was what| I was i‘ooxix;q for. O sfilieashin's
Handbook does. not do‘ this very clearly;. it phrases its
questions in an ob:ect:we way, often asking what was customary_
rathers than what happened in a ga:t:.cula ASituBl‘_lo‘n., It uses *
the imperfect, rather than the perfect, tenge in the sense of -
its questions. - For example, the questidn is agked, "Were

certain types of work done éutaidé or indoors after daxk? w Mg TN
160

" G;

ve accounts of -these" zather than, "pid anyone work

Sutside’ or inside after dal-k? Who? . When?_ What Xind of work?
161" § gfi11eanhdin ~remaqks 1nd
.the ‘préface that, . in cnnstructing the. Handbuc\k “he cnanged

the Swedish class:flcatory systém-which, Kt one chapter for

Memorat (Tndividual Biographies, Personal Experientes and
Reminiscences) and incorporated this material tiTbughout.

“the book. While this appears to have been. done sporadically L

ny. grandfatfer. did not seem to réspond to the presence of

this type of question. It seems that it yould be necessary |

to ask after every question for specific personil examples
. . ‘ L . ¥
in order-to get them consistently. LY

My grandfather s response ﬁzo the quesnonnaue fcm it-

seu was to read through a, chapi:e; pucnmg down answers

s $ : ) 2 S : ¥, S
1605 silleabhdin, ch. 1v, 126. B

. Ives discusses this p:oble.m in his manua1. £
neldwo:kexs, “26-27. 5




,zoughly and then writé them ik sghtence and paragraph forn

.-in orﬂe: td' make r_he chaptef read as“a cohes:.ve, nar.rat:.ve

"thcle. It obvmus that he d:.sliked the plaxnness Df e

'affvort to “pull the J,temxzed inﬁomation 1nto

J

g 1
fmlshed 511 r_he questmns.’ Then he wro e B)sent

,-ianmful s(:ory abnut Sandy, Milltawn 's ﬁre depaere




B
R

up .from his memex'y for,"’as» I have:discussed b'efore this,

he likes systems and outlines, he Handbook could not, .

houpvex:, ‘be used as a descripuve ggude to the vox'k my.

" grandfather px‘oduced

Looklnq Lt the detailed tahla of contents of u:e Handboqk .

Lt ia nat possi.ble to locate my qnndiak.her s, efe:ence to a

patncul

ﬁub)ect. ps hé wrote hiu anwexs, nssocxaucn

and me.moxy, more, than the Handbook cd‘tegones, detemmed )

~whex'a any gLvan suhject would be discussed. For, exumpla, BT .

8! descnptxon of the hi.gh degree ‘of ‘religious “,
tolerance in mnt:»m appeats under "Local Festivals? i’ :
‘Chapter VIII, page ‘21, in relzm.nn to.5t. Patrick's Dayi
“in Chapter I, Page 8, vheir he is talking about sayings
about persons ‘and-places; in relation'to questions aboué'
blason populaire; and in. Chapter IV, page 15, under "The

: 'Practice of Re'l‘i“;ion' " This. i‘s' an obvious point ‘to make # ¥

in the d;st{ussion of a boox that was designed to. jog the - e
mmories of infomants rather than to- élassify cultral

infermation, ‘hut it ﬂxxows hqh,t oa: the comph.cated :elutmn-

amon people who study culaure

_dividunl Will rupcnd posidvely to ever!p qusstx

& R




“No individual' represents ‘the folkloré of a community in
its em:i.rety; -J:ather his_experiences and psychological %

", 162

mnkeup deternune to a large deqree what he remembers

”,An individual never remembers i events :m i la.tlon. Folkloxe

zathe); than to ook fo

“whethertifdt topiec-was cavezed soméwhwére' else.  No. dcubr_, o

r)]us also has somathinq to a0 with the desize to make h).s

work.read a A whole. rather than have it a senes of shott, X

unze ated zesponses ‘to the quesuons. p‘e; ps an :.nfcrn\ant

who was less con: us .of wntmg style would have* produced B

manusc 'pt With' ‘more pre\ixctable locatlons For Kis mate:lal.

T

For an’informant.who is'c mfprt{a,bfle wi'th ahd réspects .




. the medium of print the 0 Sdilleabhdin Handbook is a good|
* choice simply because it is in book form. Its in@ressive
size and sobex~ apptcach giYes a collectlng pro]ect respect-

ability-and nakes the infornant feel that the J.nformatlon

co %

‘as' t isyis va»uahle to leaxned people.‘ Por a f:_eldwarker

experiende without giving hin‘an Juthoritstive guide tike
b 9 waly 56 Sv.ulleabham would” be to. leave: open the, pcssmuty of
the 1nformant's [worrying t}mt o‘ther people might criticize el
- .his dwelllnq on frivolities am his own ordlnary experlence.
' With' the book nearby he ¢an pumt 6 1€ and ‘say ﬂhat he is

i only, writ.l.ng ‘about what the book has asked for... 745w

experience but :.

an ‘oral’ :Lnter\u.ewlng s:.:uat:.on; the fieldv-

worKer's Bresence would funiction’ i, the sané_way that the

3" g a
. Handbook does.. The. mfomant, dsRal why he &' rtalklng about

‘"that ola- st ff“, can point oithe :.ntervmwer as the person
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it appears in pfoper book form, rather than as a mineo-
graphed sheet, it is good for the informant who responds
well €0 the medium of print. -’ /. .

" With thua cbservaf_im in mind, I bel.iave that the
Handbook and qne!tionnaires l.l.ke it are usalul but not

“essential n the Tecording:of the livas of individuals in

tndﬂ'.inn, An informant who. is motivated to’ recox:d paxt
oz all of ‘his nte .xpe:iem:e will do it nqazdlels £ the
Eie‘dwozkex"a nethods It is likel.y that Ha will present !
his knwladga mn:g or 1uss in the same wuy«whatevez inter-: '
vxmving tuchniqull the £id.dworku uses,  Whe Irish Folklore X
Comnission has in its collections the written xesponses o
 the'whole of thé Handhook of a- number of individuals, one
of them an Ixish policeman who. ducxx.bed all the events and 2
c:x-aditicu refexred to in the quuuonnnixn xn tgm of how
he viewed them each day while walking his beat.' ﬂlae,

_-informant's umxmmmg of the world and his vieu'poxnt will

égtérm_ne hi.a liqnxficanc luwwledqe and the »-y he p:esent! 1e.:F
T :

\while‘t!:e pusbna’l -v% of Micax‘y that my gra.mifather
‘presented in- his ansue'rs suxnnbha’m quesnonnaire,

cannot- be accuntely described as "bral hiatory 5 g3 essence

it is:the ua.me kind of account that oral histoxizms collect




s & moxe freal than ‘exempli,fiedv i o s

also to subjec‘t his account to . the same ki..nd of ‘anllysi.é

that is part of oral history methodology and compare his
account with the laiger, established historical view. Dolng "
this points out “the value tb the cultural “historian of tna <

7 .
_kind of mnterul y X € Y

“rany aia frd

t\ll‘ly of ciiltire could be enrit:hed with accounts 11ke hi

My grandfath‘er described Mil].towp s social order in

thi‘.s» way: ke

In'all" foir of the ‘l6cal ‘communities?, and taking in
the eu:xound;;.‘g countryside, most pegple were near .
endugh . the same level of social and- economic being.
Workmen;, hosses and ‘owners attended the same churches, . 4 Y
“fraternal'and social organizations.” -Their children t
attended ‘the same public ' schools, up .to college -age. ty
It was common for men to ‘address each-other by their
christian name and’not often to bestow on them any. .
. recognition of a supeupz status. ., o
Of ‘course, -there ‘were personal prejiidices ‘and petty I
Jealousies! . But all.in alli a level of .togetherness’ 4

was kraiied and h;l.s proteated hcme ll.fe shlaldﬁd him Emm saciul 2

confllct a.nd thus” culouxed hxs view of M:.lltown snc:.el:y,\ T

remax.ns that everythxng that b4 have seent wntten‘ abom: r_his e :

‘regicn _nnd u_us period.:supports his picture’ ‘There. wer ‘no ¢




1 AE f . s
% major upsets, conflicts or @isasters in ‘the life of the
4 . " community w‘nue my grandfather was growing up. T .
s : L. NG /
. h T w Acheson, in'a socj.al histox]y of charlot:t:e County,

‘attributes. this pleacefulness to the stah:.lity of the area s "

W " Lmigranqs,.met»s,ome oppomt:.on because they ooml‘:eted for » fialfh
2 S ; v |
g ‘labouring jobs' ar ecatse their religion threatened ‘the -
. '

e " | established pxor.estantx.sm of .the 'aren but“ as Guy Murchie -
) .

- writes:

’l'he nmnediate sogial prdblems of ‘the Irish Mgntion
" had dLsappeazed by 1900 :

§ i lThe relative stab'llity bf the pupulation resulted in
7 ? an increasingly homcqenousngoup into which.a small -~ -
. but-perennial trickle of Amexricans -and Nova Scotians et I
was hre:whly ahsorped 165 - ‘ - :

. . . IApaft fxom the‘ a:rmual Hibernians and Orangemen s parade r "

each’ led by Py composed of members of both ‘groups ; iy G

:grandfatﬁe: nevex saw any exchanq

% host:.ln:y hetwee Irish’

tish descent, !

people and) those, of ‘English or Sc

165, .  Atheson,’ Denorinationalism in 'a"Loyalist County:,”
‘. a Social History of.Charlotte 1783-1040 .(Fredericto:
Unive:sx ty.of e WErunswxc): M - Thesis, 196 169

suy Hnrcku.e, "kl
D\xen, Sloan
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PR [
smoothly. enough during my (grandfather's years there, pro= .
viding steady employment-for anygne who wanited it, - its
_management. policies rarely questioned by its employees.
'l'here vas:an occasu:mal st.rike, orne J.n 1903 when my qxand-

fathet was sLx years uld, bu(: the workexs of Millbuwn wexe
67

1 nol: union oriented. ASR. s. Lynd exp,lained cﬁxe wo:king T

olass accesszance ot exlsting condxtions in madletown, their

hack a' mterest in labaur Qrganization was' pxcba.bly the

" result of people coming, fxcm rural distzic:s,: % close

7 to.the network of habits of thodght engendered by\ the’ isolated;
168 i

o self-contalned entel‘pri.se of farnu.n

While my grand; '

faﬁhe: s father was an overseer at the mill my grandfather

- . never felt-that he was, tréated dxfierently by anyone hecause

Hilltmm had: once been notorxcus for its x‘\m\ d.rJ.nkLng

:and publ;\.c fxghuné bt that went haclc to the 1630's and\ o

Ly T, B ‘most.of it had ended by 1878, when che, fedoral ﬁcutt Act’ was-
. ! 69

# -
mutown electea'&a ?ecome a 'dry" town’ and REREREEAS

passed. t

: el befo:e Tong'a number

husiness R

My qsandfa\‘:hen was aware of this illegal bu

J s ‘v‘_.ix,.,.

Haiold A, Davis,: AR ‘Inte¥rational Commuiity oh the - <
_:St.:Croix (1640=1 E“J‘b'T‘l'o_mm:r M.z The qnivexsx'—cy : =

Press, 1950), 25 . R i 3 ; s

167
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as the tomn ithele qave frat the eine.”, Tt vas sike o luss
accepted practice in the commuriity and legal intei-ve_nr_inn
was rare, as vap the case vith smiggling. The .gleaming .
qovernment Teygaue citter Curlew patrolied the international

waters. of the St. Croix while' the almost

stitutionalized

practioe of: moVJ.ng goods ‘From-.one’ side of “the bordet ‘to’the-

'Saxby Gale, w}uch had dﬂtruyed Milltnwn s Unlversal].st = 8

Churc’h in 1 86

Cire. 212 fie piie it tHiS vay

' mo genetadons before my granafathex* s

"I believe ‘that. the *&linake in- our area. mus thave. hesh

equable and no great extremes . were expected’ from
year' to year.. I remember dry’ summers and wet, cold

[/ winters ‘and moderate;. snowy seasons “and: some with

{‘littie srow.‘ These mist have coiie: within folerable |
“Aimits” for there: rever seemed to'be .a great scarcity.

% 'of any Jand—grown produce.. Lt is alsc wokith remarking
that'we had ‘no flodds nor dist storms. This was
fortunateras. the ground itself: was’ not capable OF

e sustalning growth under ‘adverse conditions.173: . |

. .'Qne cha i H‘c of:the nit; that my | xgrandfathe Lo

emphas].zed was_ t;he spirit of coaperatmn that’ existed among

‘the four border ‘towns. Their close ties “hag become an




]

. methodclogy 4 used in this stuay die
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s i
historical tradition by the time he was growing jup and he i

was familiar with and reproduced the story of the gunpowder
] i

‘exchange that is said to have taken place during the British—

American War of 1812-14: :
Howevex, it was alcommon ‘pride amonqst ‘all the people
I grev up with, that no shot in anger was éver fired
~,on reither. side ‘against their neighbours. 'What a
.wondeérful example. As'a matter ‘of fact; when some 'of -
our troops were stationed briéfly on the.border; they - ik
were asked to. lend Some gunpowder tothose. on the:
. other side sb ‘that they,could fire a .ceremonial salite:
on July 4th.' This gﬁy dx_d, wlu.le the Wa¥ Dogs, owled
at the mefe notion. o

This and other examples of mitual cooperaticn asiohy EHe Fou !
tomns ‘have been recorded ‘in many printed souzces.“s L

Relnfcrced in ms way by’ historical stu@ﬁs, ny grand;ll

fathier 's aescnpuons of his edrly 1ife and his comuniity

are usefnl to the. historian as well¥as. to. the folklorlsn It

is !are that an J.ndxva.dual w:l_ll not describe h_:l.s life in ~

térms "ot and in ‘measurement against thé soclety of which ‘e
is a0 part. It is posslble, therefoxa, to ccnsidax acqouncs
of this kind as' histm.’ica]. :epxesantanons as we%l as

pzesentut).ons of ing ividual axpezxence._ sty nd el T Rk

1% 'The greahest yalue:fo the: Eolklorlst of ti\e Kina of: - .

the motivation of

D\Tex_t. k

: ¢ & Tokn Poxrtens, Mie was Here Fizs{:
: B * pigest, 106 1(1975), 144-118; and Ma‘—xweu"wyssy
g % M Pha 6o co“_ri‘mu Ey- ! Tgio of St.-'Stephen). Milltown a s
m:lamuc Aavacace, 36 t1945) P et
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the informant. Obviously, if informant and collectdr are.’

understanding and rapport, but more -important is \hat the

informant'and’ fieldworker like each other, and a f¥endship

g can éxist, betueen. any two people.r’G‘ The informant'

ingness o’ par‘ticipata 14 wHatimakes a \long and dekail

~8tudy possible. The infomant has 'to be pauent to contiinue:: o

to supply cohtextual information lonq after he feéls that) the
e i, !mpo:tant statlement has been made, ‘and what q).vas hin this

- patiehce is his liking for the fieldwdrker. There were many

times I felt I was taking this patience in my grandfather but:

he always responded promptly .to my' requests. for, more exanmples .

and never oriticized some of my more’questionable ethnographic

- ‘methods . =
e : PR
11EGtandparents are an ebvious choice when folklore ~ 0
.students- are looking for informants. I have not,  _
seen evidence. that ‘suggests they make N

< - peovers
. better informants than anyone eise. S .uazuyn
- 'Gittell' and Herb Mack, What Was it Iik

Your: Gzandgazencs Here Your Age .(New Yo

" ubli £ the -
Texas Folklore Bociety, 29 (1959), 58-68;- Edw].n Hunter,
"Iy CZanafather's Speschn, Tennéssee Follclote Sobfaty
17 (1951), 42-3; “White, "Lege: .
From.an Adirondack Gran fa\'_her", New York Folklore - :
) i ) Quarter] 22 (1966) ,*132-142; Susan Woodward,  'A J
- . . an éris Tales: of the z;mu:y Brothers", North A
. toa |Catolina Folklore, 40 (1962) 0; -Don Yoder s TFolk 2

285G Cultural Questionnaire Number 37E ndpaxents dne =

! oty " Grai
i2 e w e el ,’mxaaswnax Cultuze, ennsz vam‘[a rolklife, 23°

‘ 1974; o
h¢ ) : e
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of couru. being close to h_ts informant brings about
the pm!ib1llty that_the ‘fieldworker will be hampéred in his
‘résearch and analysis by 'the sub)ecuva feelings which colour
his view Of the infomant. I was probably hanpered in my .
xeseatch by my subjectlvn:y in that I confined my guexuomng.,__ ‘\
to areas T md always knmm were fanuiax to my Lnfemnt. "
Quu:e sften), hcweve:, I uould be suxpri»sed by his” account of
un expenenca z had no idea he had been exposed “toand” ﬂl!ngh “
uu.s revelation m! knowleaqe and u.nderstumiing of hin changed.
1 was fortunate in thae my- grandfather felt that he was' not,
restricted “to talking about wither ¢ sdilleabhdin's or my
favourite topics, but again, I féel that, this kind of inform-
ant will preaent the information that is most important to 5
bin, regardiess of the: ephasis'of the reseaccher. .’ Oug reason .
I'feel that I was able to mdintain an objectivity. about my
yrandfather aid his life is that hé himself encouraged'me to _

step back -and view him s an individual rather than as my ER

grandfgmez, my gnpdmcther s husband or ny father's iathex.

By shwmg me how he perceives himself he llade it pnssible
for me to combine that with miy own view. and produce-d rore

jective one.

'"l.th all t‘_he beneiits to t.he dil:xpline and folk{cre

: archJ.ves in mind, a’ study like this one cannbt be‘consxaered

successful unless it has _hegn satisfying: for boﬂ\n}nfo_mant;
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and fieldworker. This project has been of personal benefit t X
to me in that I have gained a batter understanding of my e

grandfather ,and, ‘through him, of my entire family and of my _
own way of looking at the world. My grandfather snmmed w

- his feennqs about ‘he'prdject in this, yay; i S

B Some thoughts xe O’Sullivan teit. book. ..

o s ¢ 1 hdara Fron Monten last year about a book she had-
i : .. containing<many questions.." She.was wondering if T
" weuid care: to -answer some of these just £ot the fun’
iof itield
. Whén Monica, came home for" Summe vacamon, “.she brought y B R
‘" the book with her and.then to.me. I:ldoked it over‘and ', i,
was astoundeﬂ to find it 1§ngt_hy, and the questxuns o N
~ *  covering!such:a wide range of 1ife. .
: Not to.be discouraged by.all of, this, I sat .dows. and
=1 Y tried a‘few questions amd found that if I just let the :
- answexs come naturally, that I'was.getting” along. I did |
ot try at any time to'wrack my brain for. answers, just '
. wrote“what.I knew, at once. i
iorki 0, T finxshed a;a
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" . oy ‘tb like what she. read. d.
' .oust about the time Modica returned to. Univexsity, T
g finished the last'chapter. It was then sheiasked me to ~
Coa T write my. autobiography. I was most reluctant to do. this,
did not consider my past life to be worth recoxdlnq . .
Hoyever, she inisted and I gave in, sending the finished -
scriptto her at the University. !
In both of thes cases, I am'quite sire that g would not
have written. either for any other purpose Or person.
The outcome of this of course, is the happy timés we now.
baving &s.I redord for her memories: and anecdotes of ';
/thepast. -
Wien she finishes hér work, it will be'my grestest. /
A “pleasure to hear that it has been accipted and has halped I
her.to gain. her Masters Degree. 177 4
" Perhaps my. life has not been & total qusté after-alli™* =
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CONCLUSION

T)xis study. has examlned the hfe expe::xam:e ‘of an
Lndxvsdual as he remenbered and, p!ESented it mfumalry

ay. (;n day deahngs w:.th other’ people a{hd fdmany
S

in; his

. :Lfl response to exa.lyu.nation by a student of fulklo:a.
] descrlbed his ‘reaction i:o he:.ng vcnnsz.dered a repressntat;we
xnterpretatlon .

f a soc;ety no 1onger i.n axxster‘ce and h.L
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: Ivuse of purq of l'u.s knowledge as expresswe behavior was

N pro:yect. '&‘he way h:Ls worldview affected the presenta"‘

ieldwork: prcject upen wluch this study was based was g1ven, ¥

*. and its ongmal aims ‘were con(:rasted wn_h the ‘intoxmatxon 1e
“tinally p:o‘du\:ed An. atnminatlon Qf his’ 11fe h1story\w1th -
emhasis on; the fomqtive yea;s\gpem; in’ ms home comlnum.ty

\

«presented the spurces OF his' knowledge His (electlon and*

cnnsidered in the llqht of h.ts teactmn to tbe collecting

of lus knowledge was' discus ed,‘ and it was shown how!
posslble, with an understandinq ‘of tlﬂs worldview, to\récord

" the whole nf an informant's signiffcant. knowledge. The s

w)'u.ch much

mfoxmant's self :unage detetmned the manner
“of his knowledge was prés ented ana _the changes that took
place in his attxtude touards his- nfe ‘history . dunng the

b
collecting project were descrxbed Tha ifportance *of - the:

fieldworker's cons efless of such hariges in an-

) mfomant s self irage vas emphaslzed
) <

The methodology of: E.hT fieldvork project was considered

in rex\wn tu\prevu:us bm\;xaphicn studxes in folkloze ;

‘Scholarship and“it was concluded that the motivation of the

““informant to presentkhis kn&wleal;e and ‘view of jthe world

i t.he(most important. element in sr_ud:es of uu.s kind. 'rhe‘»

methodnloqy is of seconda,ry i_mgnrtance. The study dérions £ated







‘more useful. to t.be fclk_lore-student ;nterested in‘biographical

studxes I have iﬁcluded plrt of r_he b1b1:.ography of an essay._

I wtote “for Lawxence Small‘s ﬂg ory of Folklor&p_tudxes course .

‘ The b:.bliography of my
wi78

at Memo‘rul Uplversxty of. newfoundlanq

& Approaches in Amer'can Folklore s}:udy

dm 'not :.nciuﬁe a complete list of sdnnes of 1nd1v1duals made.

by folklorists .but ‘selected references ﬂmat xllustxated ‘the

follmuhg argument' that Amerlcan folklorxsts ‘have been biased

“in the T study of 1nd1v:.dual 1n£ormants\because of th mpor-

“fance of the idea of creatnu -y and’the view Af t_he ‘folklere.

performer as an artist‘., an’elitist emphasis in’ a’disgipline

that professes to study" common people.‘
J

The essa{r ﬂescfbed .
_some of the 1nterd1scxp11nary and hlstor,u:al influence:
the’ development of thiese ideas qut I 'have. not put references

\
to’ these in this. bibliography. < T have included only the

refertnces: to biqgraphical grudics Tade by ‘folklorists (and.
‘a few not made by. folklonsts But that have, ’been adopted by

an's Refléct-—

folklore studiesy 11ke Pel(; -Sayers" An 014 Wo

sts-of f_he value of

mns”h and discussions by, folkls
From xeadan thxc\xgh these 1t is pcssl.ble

biographxcal work.

178Hem.ca Hdrrx’son,"’vﬁiog:aphical }\pproaches in American. *
Folklore Study", (St. John's: Memorial University.of
Nevi’fnundland unpubllshed essay,; 1575) b

179,

Oxford Unlvexty?ress, 1962) B i




to. see'the trends that favoured this emphasis in the

" american discipline: who'was interested and in what way.
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: APBENDIX A: CONTENTS OF. THE connnc}fzm

and Langnage Axchive, uccession nu&b

My grandfather's couecﬁqn has been accessioned

under the Memoridl® University of Ne

undland Polklord _
75-88. Except. for

the, cenputex ptln out_of theh.ndex t“he questxonnaize

- answeré und the tapea, ‘the pazta of the collecti,on placed

{ ; in t.he atchive axe photo wpiel, I- have bhe oxlginals.

. 'l'ha only portxon of the collection the :esearcher will

not _be able o' fina in the iithive is.what'T nave entered
in'my field notebooks’. - =
e e oy g%

0
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The mestlwnaite Answers a*ﬂ The Autobiography.

 Nine handbound, typewritten boeklatn.

_"Notes on.Questionnaire, Scotch \a.mge, Milltown, N.B."
cho 1. 16 pp:

[ nchapter Ir. Livlilicod ‘4nd ‘Panily Support”. 37 pp-

* mChapter III. Communxcations apd Txade PO {1 pp.

'C.hap‘j{g:.‘lv. “The, Cemuum.ty',‘ 26 ppi

“Chapter. V. Humnn Life". 20 pp. K
Chapter VI.. Nature. ‘Cliapter VII. Folk Medicine.
Chapter VIIL. & Time’: % B ¥

opular. Belxaf. Chapter X.
‘Chapter XI. Historical =~ - ' .-
Religious ‘rradition". -24 pp.

Chapter XIV.

"Chapter IX. Principl
‘Mythological Tradition.
Tradition.  Chapter XIT.

"Chapter XIIT.—
sports and Pastimes:

Popular Oral Literawre.
San y' 21 pp-.
"'l'he ufe and Times of A. H. Hotrisen . 25 pp
: . o le
N
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2. The Tape Recordings.

Nineteen one-hour length' recordings:

LR ) c2494 17 December 1974
s . C2481 ‘18 December 1974 = . y S -

02492 20 December 1974 '
L | c2506 21 December 13747 B s
i j.c2493, 26 Dece!\b(:zx’ W77 FRETIN
|.ic2487 27 ‘n'e_ce.wbe';.‘l's'u‘. ;

2505, 27 December 1974

¢2505." 28 ‘December 1974 i 1T

2501 * 28 December 1974 . - e T D
02504 30 December 1974 4 |

< F£503 ©.31 December 1974 . e \
E €2503 01 January 1975 Sie o |

".c2502- 03 January 1975

_(:2502 03.January 197

e o ‘cz'51s' 07 Januazy”1975

.7 e2515 10
©illc2s14. llf:Jn.u'az‘y 1975 E R
c25i4 12 Jv_anuaryr 1975




, captions:
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. " ‘"Stories" book. One spiral stenogtaplxer s ncteboolr
alpha.betlcaily thumb-: :mdexéd, contanung one-line

summaries of stories.

S5«

6.: - Index

-alphabetiz: subject
266 pp. :

answers'.

7. . Tape Tables. of Contents.

for nineteen tape recordings.

8. Miscellaneous Colléction.

-and drawings, arrange
58.pp.

Photograph ‘Album.
with S_g‘“me mTated T
Eighteen hlack paper, ‘pages with: fort;
“Gold lettering on cover::

5. pieldbopke.  ‘Three hardeover surveyor
‘miscellaneo handwrn:ten entrles.

One computer gnntout (so:
ndex. £ oK type’wrltten quest onna).re

See following Table of Contents. |

< »
KA . : Ly

One phbto album (20

ive entries and-
"Photogzaphs i

rt)) ccntax ing.

Black cardboard binder.

and’ paged' in chronoloq:.cal order..

's notebocks with

Handwritten tables’ f ‘contents
98 pp-

Miscel ﬁneous ‘written items

L

[

cm. bg 29.5 cm.),
eather cardboard cover -and ‘cord binder.




4 - g0l 15 Typewritten anus e L p‘.' 4.pec’74. How . U oif.
3 gaid | about-a little story™ sStory. (jest) about ‘a -
" r % .. mean man who tried to.icure xﬁe hirse. i

[~ fable of Cinténts bor Miscs)ianous Collection’

gy v AN : o :
S - E 2 3 5 ' 4% i
Page Descrigtion N ’ i “ 4 g i
C1,1a Handwn.tten Manuscrd; pp. n.d. Sketch map 7
|- .of-illtown, N.B.~and legend. k : .

‘Typewritten manuscript. 4. pp. n.d. ‘Alphahetized, !
List.of nicknames; 149 items. a0 e

5l 'J.‘ypewrxtten manggcEipt, S P 2E oct 74.: Tetter .
T e to ‘me with note on niqhmares. . i

| Typewritten. ‘manuséript. 1'ps 19 oct 74, Letter
9 me with' note om wedding night prank.: - - -

Typewn.tten anpSEEipE. | 1-pi 26 Nov. 74,  ‘story
(jes ¥ ahou & colinter prescuhmgd s s

9" o Eewn.tten manuscnpt. 1°p. ..and ‘reverse.
2 No Alp}xabetxzed list-of one-l;mezs.
. - J.tems W IR
10 'H dwritten fanbseript. 1 pi .and revetse. Nov' 74."
H 2 My ‘guestionnaire on listof one-liners. : ~
G 5 2 s
. I Typewn tén manuscnpt. 2 pp. -'26 Nov' 74.. "Re ...
el w Aguestxo ire": -answers. ‘to. my. questmn aire on:
~ ey 1ist of. one~liners. |
- . S . |
| Typewritten ma}:scnpt. 2 pp. 22 Nov Letter

to me with commenteon:the. dtamatxc augms of
“storytelling. 3

'1E " Type Titten manuscript. 17p:

g A ong-
e K 2 1inér and five stones (jests) . :

Dec 743

- ST RS ‘nahdwntcen_gnamsczspt., 1p.
<. pad’paper. - i
i+ outline:.
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Page ' Dpescription N g e E
< , o i ) |
18 . Typevritten.manuscript. 1 p. 18 Dec 74. Addit-
-~ ions’to section ‘on nicknames, 'Suilleabhain
p® ? questionnaire answers, Ch. I, pp. 5-8. Dictated
| to me. 7 items. i .
#9 ¢ Typewr:.tten manuscript. - 1.p.. De€ 74.. "Small

Boy in Small Town. Prugge ted division of material".:
[ - _outline. ' . ¢ . by e

Handwritteh manuscript: [ 1- p. 26 ‘Dec 74, Sketch

20

! of unorganized ‘play axeas, Milltwn,

21 '-Handwrltten manuscnpt. 2 1ps.s
i . and floorplan of house ‘where A, o

§ mlltown. y.B, St fit & s et ]

227 " ¢ “Handwritten manuscx‘xpt. 1.p. Dec “Sketeh |

B ' ‘and flonrplan cf many 135 stoty huuses, mlltwn, )
: N.B! ]

23 ¥ Handwritten manusdcipt.’, 1 p.’. 26 Dec: '14£ Sketéh

i and floorplan ‘of, qrandmothex s house, Mi.

L1town, N

24 " Handwritten ranpuscript: . 1 p. 25 Dec 74. Sketch =
", and floorplan of later Tow huuse of parents, W
Milltown, N.Bs = : k . ;{

25+ Handwritten mannscnpt.ﬁ 1p. 36 Dec 74, ' Sketch

- and floorplaﬂ of Church Stzeet house, - M:lltown, N.B.

to.1914.

2600 T Handwnr,ten mahuscript, ‘1 p: 26 Dec ‘74. " ‘Sketch’

lof’ Canada Cottvls Milly mlltovm, N.B

27 -, Hahdwritten manuscript.: ! Skefch' of ‘interior
; “: floorplan,”St.. James Pzésbytax an Churah, Milltwﬂ,
G NWBDT , :

Typewritten. manugcript. 1 p..and reverse. C1lgan 7s.
Small:-Boy- in’ Small Town": autohxo?iaphl.cal ‘eSsay. *

290 -"erewxitten manuseript. 1. I-dan 75. "Sqre
SR p e thoughts on-0'Sullivan text book™: . .essay about
[ A:HIM.'s ansvering questlonnaire. Ay !

H‘andwn:ten manuscript: 1 7. Jan 75 ‘ Linear:
representation of ‘calendar yedr: o

4‘ypem—:u:ten manuscnpt. 5 pi 3 Fe 45. Answers 5
-to questions-on Ch. IV, O Smneabham questxonnaire. oy




Page

36

'+ explanation’ for origin of namé Spring Street;

Descrigticn =}

'rypewncteq manuscript.. 1 p. 15 Feb.75. List
of squxbs. proverbial expressmns, comparatx.ve.
36 items.

/Typewritten manuscrxpt. 1p.. 20 Feb.75
Essay om state of modern ‘civi. uatm

Typewr tten manusgup: 27 Feb 75." Letter to e

’l‘ypewritten manuscrlpt. 1 g 51 tiar»7 .
‘tommy question-about’ German 'family-in Milltown;

-a proverb which conta’.\ns all- the 1etters of the £
alphabet. y

Pnnted manuscript. - 2 PP and :everse. ,31 Mar 75,
"People in Authority", The Royal Bank' of Canada L
Monthly Letter, Vol. 56, No,_ 3.. Head Oifice:
Montreal, Maz‘ch, 1975. . %
Typewritten manuscript. 1p. 18 Mak. 75. Letter
to me: notes. on tw,o Irish storytellets. L

Typewritten manuscrxpt “1'p: ' 6 May, 75. ‘"Re.your
letter: of -the 28th-and attached": note on Aunt -

te or1 “Newt and. Sarge" column.

‘Handwritten manuscript. 1 B S May..'75. «Geéneolog-
ical sketch.. ¥ R

: i 4 s
Typawntten- Manuscnpt 1 Pl
to me with.note on his use.of

“+ Printed manuscript. 1.pc. 3 e 75. "Scottlsh
Slide’ Show: May 21":> clipping from:column of
‘ Woodstock Bugle, ‘telling about presentation, of
AH.MU's's T4 <now at Woods tock public 1ibx]ary

Handwritten manuscnpt. ¥3 June, 75: “Slip of
‘paper from greeting card. Note on flndlng and
. sing Scots | dlalect glossary. =

Handwritten manuscript.
‘“3.June 75. Steno. pad paper
words ‘from: . Burns; Robert.

Answer .. #|

Jzne and Dinny Purcell and their use of saymgs, g |




=-ryge Description : Y z E ¢ |
) 50 ©. Typewritten fasaaripe. - T g, * Jon 3 Letter
- to me re. ‘nt:achnd manusc:ipt. "60 Years Lnte: e i
51-57 Typewritten 1 mantsetipt, 7-pp. ©4 Jun 5. 60
. | - . Years Later.''1915-1975" auto‘biogrﬂphical g f .
e 3 essny. <
‘ s8 Typewritten mafuscript. © 1 p. 12\peb 77 Lectg
2 ¥o me with note on World! War' I recruitment.
J ? : 20, 4
- N B e 4 3
’ i
i 2 ‘ |
;s 1 £ . | |
i g N )
" . |
. : £ : ;




L (APPENDIX.B: PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM : ™ A iv
| My grandfather put this album together after he ufote
}Lts autobiography -and after he had .learndd that I{was using

|

9 & hls matenal \ﬁx t.he thesis. (In order ‘to preserve )r_he ordexr "

. a,nd meaning of my. grandfather s py:esex\t‘.at:.crnJ each page of

[

2 c[:e album has been copied as a whale, rather than rep:nducind
o

(e pxcture o a: page. 'P_or a discussion of the contents of’

the -album gee ‘pages T

3! 25 af this work. T‘he nnmbered /
| %

mments that fo.uow the‘a um’ were reccrded 19 December

\‘ : 1%74‘\“9 e oy wrote them\dmm as my gxandfather J.ooked thxough.

- the ehotographs, in the albiin and’ x‘emnusced. I have ot A
repeated here the' captznns that ny grandfather wrote, bud I 2

. have included the lists of soldlers' names that were' t’

1nc1uded in the copying of the photographs on'the kast fwo

pagesof ‘this section. g /
i . .5
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e be " o " -
| Comments ‘on the Photographs =~ .- L . .

" That's me as 4 baby. Wnuld have been taken in. 1897: 1

was‘a sickly bahy - théy thought’ I wasn't goxng to. pull.

w through. "Uncle Jéss pfobably. took. "the picture. He was

Lot e s U oalyays fooling around with|thatisort of thing. Or "

Marshali Kerr = he was. . Ioom fixer - he dabbled in

. oo - photograpliy: | T was sitting in a.highjchair.

That's Jim and.me and ouf dog; Victor,.

5 was 2 red.bixd -

dog.: Don*t remenber playidg with hin.- LTk -
i ¥ N o B 3

Me practising the piang in' 1904, My.teacher was Mrs. |

Osbo\x:ne her a ghtet vas my secDmi “grade teachet.

W Bt to’ do it anymore., So Mother

sqld, "uri vht, you Can ~stop, bt if you want todo it

i d

‘tp teil us" ‘It was yeats later when. ...

"1’ came. in f:om pluylnq one ‘day and I heard my brother
p1aym§ ‘and \1: scm‘lded good 6 mié S6 I.went. -to Hother

i “time' 1 stumed mth as

The ’fa.mily i '1§09. “That was t:he yeat’Hmat Jim sradua:ted




by § uncampronisiig 1p)o)§ gn—&’sthex: s and Mother's faces.

* That's hGw - they were. That was, t:aken down in calais,

Maine.-We went down on a Sunrlay afternacn - Father '

wouldii't' go on a weekday so heé dragged the post photo-

grapha&: out on a sunday. . ] ¥

5. Brother Eranies when he was pract151ng ‘at’ MéAdam, Junctxon.'

He :_nterned at. Wasl’u.ngtutl Medl.cal Centre. Got his training

TN at the Un'nzers:.tx £ Maryland 2 doctér who had done

o “suzgery on both Mother ang Father :Ecmml\ended that he g0
s o

thex’e It was three ‘tines as: expensxve

the only cther

cho:.ces were Dalhcusle aia ‘MEGill,,, The doctor in Ycadan | '

Juqcnen ned the axmy about as soon- as’the war-broke,’

“out - gim: went uw there anﬂ £60k. ovex his house "and

practive.. [UILform?:I oh, he’ got Lnterested “in Scottlsh

ﬂu_ngs nt tha till\e and learned te ‘play ‘the pipes all

J
It had f.h(e samé ‘riame " as the .

*7.; "'st. James. presbyterian ‘Church:




8.

Fathe: didn t want' me_ to sr[udy oo He was. afxaid T

9.

- a7
church built by the Morrisons at Scotch Ridge. It was
on the corner of Church and Main. 'The bandstand was .
diagonally across from where I'm sitting. This is where
I went to church and Sunday Schcol. One time the woman
who played the organ got. sick and they found out I could
_play so'l played in'r_hat ch'urch. [Al1 organists women?]

Yes,.‘éxcept for Fteddy Groves, a k_ind of' effeminate fella n

"who played mostly’ dwn in, Calau.' That's  the main reasor :

let- my “haiz qrow lonq and éta.n_ mincxng aronnd dike'a
pansy._ Not mnny boys leazned to pluy ‘piano in thuse days. ,

our boy scautJ met in the vestry of*that church.

Mother and Father in 1917, They sent it to me when I was
in France - I got it when I was in the trenches. In the

background that's the back of the Roman Catholic Church.

This is t.hg__nsr_ﬁ at v;icaztx_ezs. All Milltown, St.Stephen
o Calais boys. There were twelve out of forty-four

killed in action. ~Number five, that's Ira Mclure, the -

wild e J,as the only. one that could control him 2

when he got iike £hAE. . Ttd Jhst, take hiin by. the arm and

isay; "come, Ira, . tife for bed", and- hs'd foilow me lika.

La lamb Number A3s vuxqe Harzndy, got

head shot off ™

a_s_he was ‘walking along. He took m or |three steps-after




his head was off. He was one of those people whose

heads Weuld swell up when they got drunk. He had blond

hair -}t would turn almost pink. The next morning. his

_cap woulfl just perch on top of his head. Lloyd Thompson,

number twenty, he was a fella I chummed around with. And

Jo y Halultcn from denbuxgh. He - was killed and hxs

3 folks asked me to come up'and vis:.t then. “Nambed twenty-'

fxve, Raymond Dher frcm\ Calals, he was ‘a.foul mauthed

fella. He, cculdn : say f:Lve words in a; sentence without™" H

‘an.obsvcen_xty. .,And number forty, that's Dave,Fqss, “the

“felli'we got' the washtub full of beer for that’time.’

|

" Another group of us.“ The first orie’ in. the £rent row there, *

Bill Robinson, I'sold hin a watch T took off a.German.
1'd| hawked my watch the_ lsst time I was-in Londux? and I
took tm‘.gne oﬁf the wrist of ‘a Gérman prisoner: He
graaned awful when o took it.. I've often felt gullty v'
about it sinceé." .The only thmg was, the next fella in

Iine would have taken 1t, that was' the thxng to do. I

* was in hospxtal out .of funds tﬁ: buy -cigarettes wu:h when

five dollars.

Bill came’in and said, "Took what I'Ve got Erom Canaga® - .
it was a five dollar mu So T said, "I've got. just

the r_hmg to l:raﬁe 1!: for P 56 he ‘took n and a: took the




12.

.13 -

-14.

15. °

A . 1 229

|
We were on leave in Lohdon when this'was taken.. Notice
1'd been promoted - the corporal stripes on my sleeve
there. Coming back, Tommy got more and more digcouraged
every step we got closer to camp. Said he'd xut.her_‘shoot
hinself' than go.back. ‘We'd been living off the fat of the
land.. 'He came through the war alfig)}c. ;‘Last. shing v ..

knew he was working for Bell Telephone in New Yoxrk.

This was in Hartland in 1919. I was working for Estey

‘and Curtis. ‘Tt was a Sunday and I-had to.go over and

‘open ‘the door 6 111 a subscription for somebody’ - you
“see the key in, my 'hand., Just ‘about'a month 1atés, T played
at the fixst movie I ever ‘played at. Some Glub had a )
piccure and -they hea’rﬂ I could play - it was a war
picture - and dmy cane and 4sked me to'play. You knuw,
pe shn ha‘%e the tunic T.was wearing in that’pictire.

Susie Barter at Acadia.. Gram gave me the picture, when we

were going together: She was the. sjtenographer at the

drug store then. s

This was a belated weﬂdinq p:.ctuxe. We were married in

March.- ' We want over to Avcndale in’ the summer and somecne

got Mon 't get her outfit out ifor t:he pictu:e. She aian’ :

wam: to = u—. was somewhat wtinkled. I wore my hair.in ai

bmshthen ""‘,‘..‘—‘ 2 K

“The ‘Maples".

/
1




16.

vta%e t.'hei.r heads off"

This was a hux;ti.ng" trip out near Cloverdale. “Mmose
fiding breeches. I have on, they're thie ones I wore on
léave. The bag had’ food in it - George Waklace ran the
store there in Cloverdale. On Armistace Day the next
year I.was out hunting with my brother Arthur.” I got
out ‘thiis 303 Savage rifle and went hunting birds. art

said, ,"You'll blow them to pleces I sa;d,’"wo, T

And that day we got seven’ ur

dge and I too{k th& head uff eve:y one. . I

eight’ paztz

" had intensive tzauu.ng in the amy. Actially, I.learned:

17.

=

’clear?lng up. - 'l'here were thr,ee cooks and twenty guiﬂes =

t6 shopt with: an a;; rifle _whe{, ‘T was' a boy.
i | :

This was a;fishing trip at Grand Lake, Maine.. We were

' hard up in: Princeton ‘and I'got a chance to be a cook in
/ . ; e

this camp in'Maine. Ire's husband Phil whs guiding.. It.

was ‘a_bunch of ‘men from’ New York .spoxts, "They haa big

meals. A ixeezer full of meat' sgvex:al sides of beefy - .

fowl. Bverything to woxk with. 1 did ke codking ‘and’

one - gu: de ‘for every spcu: . After, got. permxss).[on to.

cluse up the c:amp s0 we stayeﬂ on, for three daj,s. I sent

for, mum and: e fishéd. ' I r%member one ‘day I was ly.mq

,‘dawn onthe wharf --1 could see the £ishfbig tro t, n/
'the Hatet r.hxough the cracks in the boari/;/ﬂ S eat:.ng
dned prunes so. I started pxttan the) s rinto the’

[ wa:e: .

“The- tront ‘mist have bsen hungry ‘because they chased

ter a‘,e plts. Ir ran up and got a 11ne and’ some ‘beef and




18. Us with the fishy : ‘ 5
1 ;s 19. ‘roiling the fish outdoors.  ° ~ ’ R
20. Us and the new car in 1926.  This was in Fredericton,

; |
when I was travelunq for Estey and Curtis. .We lived

4 Cofo i Sdint Iohn Street, Dpposxte shite's Jewellers..

U O ; E Charlie and, Theresa and Betty.: boarded- there We-sh'argd”
s . . Ari

t.he expsnses X w k

hat was the McCulloc}( housa in -New. Glasng. We rented

. That ‘was.;the place I ‘made the bstch of beer and r_hen

ent away. f.or two we ks I'd bottled it too suon and .

P’ every Dnce 1.n awhile Gram wquld haar a bang -"a cork-came

P s . ‘out.’ When I came back ‘there was glass gverywhexe. I lost

* my whole batch' of ‘beer.

: i s |
© 22., .That was Ilugh on the back ‘doorstep.

23. ‘Hugr{'é graﬁe. (8 4 o 5 e {5

124 Me in costune “out in’ e back yard of ths ucc:uuouh place.

My ‘boot buckie is ‘out'of plnce.

25. When 5 3 was "'l‘he Snnd.ll\m" on CFBO in Salnf John. I'used to .

; get” fo':ty tn fifty letters a, day.

]uver. I worked for *Atlantn: Alrwuxs for awhil




27.

31.

. one year.

rwhen I was in the umy 111 1940.

This wds in. Glace ‘Bay, Nova Scotia.

‘and behave.

‘My tént at Aldexshos:t i€ vas 4 beil tent.

232

aerial photography. ' The pictures were for newspapers

and commercial firms. =
The Central Baptist Church in Saint John, - they had a
‘great choir. It won' the New Brunswick Music Festival

They had a paid soprano and contralto. The

p:.cture of me was ‘taken at the capitol Theatre after

‘they got the" nq\ﬂ organi ‘
I still have that tunic.

All the family'- BQh was in imhooi then; Matgie was in

nursingi #
wa were SEttlng up'

machine gun 71@5 there. I had tio p1amons undet me. -

‘The boys made the regunfhtal crest. aut of whitéwashed -

stones in Eront of ‘the garage where we 11ved. Glace Bay

was a rcugh spm: ~I told them to nu.nd theu own business

The: 1ocals scdepted them alright then: .

1was picked ou;‘e‘o‘:iead‘ this cexembhy.,

'At the Royal mhtary Cﬂllega in Kingston, ‘Ontario. I
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. | 5
| .35. This drawing was dorie by a man named Goldberg - he was
II . a Toronto artist. He drew everybody at noon time/ .
. B
'36. That was Homeport at Coldbrook; in Glen Falls,>Saint John.

37.  Gram and me at Homeport., q y

38. This is our house J.nvnoqmsview. You and [Barry stayed at

“ both ‘those houses’ . One time when Barcy was staying with
fye v * ool ‘e threw an awful tant.rmﬂ f}xat was in Coldbrock.
Your Mam was. away - t\rat was probably what was ‘wrong with
. him.’ Finally T uuew a dipper of cold water in his. face =

ic cooled him dawn
'\ 39.| mhat wasKiddpaker's house:
40. ‘That's Marge and me here. . . 1

Al.  sawit.

S5 , . : 4
42. -This was. taken at Beth's, néxt door

43 .The 'cake.
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No. 8 Platoon. B. Co; 115th Battalion. C.E.F. C
Valcartiers, P.0. .mne'MK"““——“E!E
" "
‘J ‘ ' J
: Cecil Mills, St. Stephen. .
Frank Woodward, St. 'Stephen.
Edward Frye, St. Stephen.
D. Goodine, St.-Stephen.
Ira MéClure, St. Stephen.
Charles Lawless, Milltown.
. Ernest Eagen, Milltown.
George Barter, St. Stephen.
Albert Morrison, Milltown:
William Laming,-Milltown.
Sergeant- MacLean, England.
Lt. Melvin Buchanan St. Stephen. o
Vincent Marrgty, pﬁ 5 = . R
‘Ernest Woodward, ephen
Henry Styles, St. Stephen.
Prederick. Price, St. Stephen. %
Mack ‘Campbell, St. Stéphen. B
Richard Gréy, St.:Stephen,
Percy Fahey, Milltown,.
Lloyd Thompson, Milltown.’
Charles ‘Mehan, Milltown.
Sterling Marshall, Calais.
William Fancie, St. StepHen.
James Booth, . Milltown. w B L
Raymond Ober, Calais.
Ivan: Hayman, St. Stephen.
Walter Barter, St. Stephen.
John Hamilton, St. Stephen.
Herbert Jepson, mutnwnv
E. Hayman, Milltow
Faye Williams, St: Stephen.‘
. Fitzsimmons, St. Stephen,’
-E.’Kilpatrick, St: Stephen.
B. McNamara, St. Stephen. - -| -
E. Dick, Mobres Mills. . ;
clive Bamfora, St. Stephen. 5
Walter Buzzell, St, Stephen.-
Pete ‘Peterson;, Milltown.
Thomas Mehan; Milltown. ' g w, w
David Foss; St. Ahdreys.
Hazen Dick, Moores Mills,
John ‘Mahar, Milltown. . -
Amos..Ingraham, Fredericton. ' ;
Eldon Stylés, St. Stephen. - -

See Comment 9. .

=8




| our Draft, ready for France, May 1917

Front Row, L to R 2 @ 4th Row. !
; o
-4Robinson. | %, XJepsgn.
#Larrabee. © McQuoid.
Fancie. | . Matthews.
: #Holder. : #Morrison.
- $Wills. P Eagen.
; . Webber. 1 Spinney. .
B Styles. . - - © McGrattan. .
: S e Sy B : #Thompson. B
i x 2nd Row. - v o oip Ao g g 5 .
. ‘Phillips. i 5 | . T 2 4
McQuoid.. = ” X Killed. 6 P
: XFitzsimmons. ® | . : # Wounded. 6 *
= Stinson. . & Decorated - 1 ’
Barter. " Invalided - 1
"Hayman. | : -
Ferris.
'rl o . i
3rd Row.
I XBamford. : ) N
Pl | XThompson. . é
: Thompson. :

ar.
}mi‘gdlemass N




=

= APPENDIX C: FAMILY TREE
i

This family tree was constructed from my grandfather's
Xnowledge. It describes his closést relatives from his
grandfather's generation to his great grandéhildren's [
generation. He has always kept in touch with only his
immediate family: his parents, brothers and children, so
when he becans interested in his fanily history a few
goats. a5 he could not locate many surviving relatives.
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