AOBILIZATION OF THE ANTi-PORNOGRAPHY

MOVEMENT N NEWF(

JLAND (1983-1988)

AN ANALYSIS OF IDEOLOGY, STRUCTURE

AND STRATEGY

CENTRE FOR NEWFOUNDLAND STUDIES

TOTAL OF 10 PAGES ONLY
MAY BE XEROXED

(Without Author’s Permission)

PAULINE STOCKWOOD













MOBILIZATION OF THE ANTI-PORNOGRAPHY
MOVEMENT IN NE UNDLAND (1983-1988):

- ANANALYSIS OF
IDEOLOGY, STRUCTURE, AND STRATEGY

~

by

\"  Pauline Stockwood, B. Comm

>l
S
:

A thesis submitted to the School of Graduate
Studies in partial fulfillment of the
Requirements for the degree of

- Master of Arts
a

. ‘Department of Sociology

July 1988

St. John's - . Newfoundland
< Copyright® Pauline Stockwood 1988 ) k




ABSTRACT

. The f\x:us of this thesis is the ilizati of the v
movement in Newfoundland through the efforts of the Coalition of Citizens
Against Pornography (CCAP), a St. John's based group that formed in 1983. The
study places the movement within the context of the national anti-pornography
0 and political it gIVing rise to
“the 's i By the ideology of those involved in the
pornography debam. ie. the liberal, conservative, and feminist perspectives, the
study analyses how different world views affect attitudes about sexuality, and in

turn, how: these stermink one’s phil ical position on
@ By identifying the key players in the mobilizing effortr-and their attitudes.
_opinions, and ability to secure thé resources to initiate’ a province-wide lobby
effort, the analysis demonstrates how ideqlogy and resource mobilization interact

to help form the base of the the i by
the CCAP, aid the position supparied by !ﬁe group as a whole.
An and was used to conduét the reunrch

Data collectmn was facilitated ‘by the use of pernonll interviews, observation,

file and i The involyement of thl’ue

urgnnizations make up the'focus of this thesis. These include,"the CCAP the

Provincial Advisory Council on the Status of Womers, and the St. John's Status of
""Women Council (formally the Newfoundland Status of Women, Council).
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Chapter 1 )
INTRODUCTION

The anti-pornography movement that began in Canada in the late 19708

- and early 1980s can be traced to feminist activism during the second wave of the -
women's movement (1960s to present). The second wave gained momentum in
pari because of the political awareness developed by women working in the male
civil rights mo (FL 1983, p. 38). The concern expressed
about human rights x‘md the discrimination against minority groups at this time
gave women a channelé}a/vdlce their discontent about the legal, political, and
economic mequalmes‘f ing women (Women's Programme, 1974, p. 10). Voicing a
- _ women’s perspective i‘n hin the|civil rights movement met with ‘much disdain. It
was clear to many |feminist activists that the sexual revolution and leftist
.movements. of the 19‘60s were not in the interests of women. Many women ‘who

. _ had been active in these mo’ements became aware of their inherent sexist bias, ¢y

and this awareness led many to make alliances; with the feminist movement.
While Both the feminist movement and thé leftist movement denounced the
i system, the ini were quick to acknowledge that even leftist
groups had replicated and upheld the sexual exploitation of women (McCormack,
1980a, p. 43). Womeh recognized that lxbersl doctrine, the sexual revolution, and
' the New Left had formed by men 6n male terms. Neither feminists nor
"~ liberals saw sexual pleasure as immoral, Both agreed that sex for-procreation and

sex for pleasure cuul};i be separate acts. For the feminist, this did not mean that -
any type of pleasurable sexual.activity was acceptable. The early feminist stance
d the use of por hic material that violated the rights of women by

creating a climate zhtz undermined women's equality (Clark, 1980, p. 10).

During the early 1960s, women began to question many of the tensions and
’cnses facing them. Many of these strains had a structural basis relating to the
economic and social changes taking place in family life ?ecause of
I ad (Women's Py 1974, pp.

7 8} For example, udvances in birth control were an important factor in allowing
woknen to choosg when to have children and how many to have. This reproductive
control, along with bv.her facmr\s such as the increase in home labour saving




devices due to automation,' and thé increasing role school played . child
socialization, all :meuwd to women’s ability to take on work commitments and
Jinterests outside of the home (Women’s Programme, 1974, p. 8). Other factors
such as women's labour force participation in the war’ gave women grealer
financial mdepandence und also made them realue that they could perfurm many
jobs. 1 withif Lhe male domam " &

i
After World War II, daycare, which had provided women gfeater freedom to
work, was immediately réscinded.? The 1950s was a time when many of the
gains afforded women during the war effort were undermined® (Millett, 1969, p.
223). Barriers to work were instituted to encourage women to return to the home.

Structural changes, along with the liberal views of the sexual revolution, .
did not change the basic philosophical world views that maintained a sexist
understanding of gender and sexuality (Millett, 1969, p. 250). The myth of
women's "true" place in society was reinforced through the use of the media, and
of course, Ehmugh sclence. o Foe I . s
[ .
The new furmulatmn of old attitudes had to come from science and
i particularly from the emerging social sciences of psychology, sociology,
and apt.hmpolugy the most, useful and authoritative branches of social
control and m To be ilable, there should be some
connection, however dubious, with the more readily validated sciences of
. biology, mathematics, and medicine. To fill the needs. of censervative
societies...a number of new prophets arrived upon the scene to clothe
the old doctrine of the separate spheres in the fashionable language of *
science.

The most influential of these was Slgmund Freud.... Although
generally accepted as a §rowtype of the hherpl urge toward sexual
freednm, and a slgna
upon i the eﬁ'ect of Freud's work...was
to i i ip between the sexes, to ratify
traditional roles, and to vshdiu temperamental dlfferences.\ (Millett,
1969, p. 252)

While some women took on new roles, traditional attitude$ regarding

argument put rnrward by lhn Department of the Secretary of. State implying that
mhnnlogml adyances have freéd women from many domestic duties has been refuted by many
feminist researchers. These ruur:her: contend lhayée(-hnology has raised the standards of the
work performed rather ll\ln decreasing the time spent.

’l'nrm- pnmmw of increased daycarg was more prevalent in countries which were more active
in

3fhe war peried should oot u' jeen 28 a hberatlng time for women, [t was a time when
government official: led al labour power, and because of lhls they were willing to
Fomova women from domestic ¢ duun 8l postians mormally occupied by h

"




women's proper place in sociBty still endured (Women's Programme.- 1974, p. 8).

Career women were frowned on by society. Girls were still schooled to prepare

them for life as wives and child bearers. and women in the labour force were

denied equal access to the same jobs as men. When women did work outside the

home, there was no legislative protection erisuring equal pay, and it was usually

understood that even though women were n the work force theu' main role in hife
_ was tending house. husband. and children.

- The 1960s marked a time when women began to write about and verbalize
the tensions facing women: Betty Friedan wrote about "the problem that has no
name" in her book The Feminine Mystique. She argued that women were in crisis.
According to the "experts,” women were supposed w‘ﬁt the image of the happy

_ housewife who found ultimate bliss in caring for others. Yet, many women were
unhappy with mandatory motherhnod Some women began to break away-from
tradition, but for the most part, the social, economic, 'and _political structures -

¥ were such that they, prevented most women from participating in society in any

way other than thejr conventional roles.

ent of the United Nstmns Commission ‘on the Status of
v . Women in 1946 as part of the U.N. Commission on Human Rights, along with the
N 1961 U.S. Presidential Commission an the Status of Women set ip by President
. Kennedy in grder to capture the women's vote, set the stage for Canada’s
involvement/in the human rights movement (Women's Programme, 1974, pp.
10-12; Flnmmang. 1983, p. 39). This movement allowed women to frame their

¢ concerns as a human rights issue. At that time, women's groups in Canada were
= . adamenf that a Royal Commissign’on the Status of women be formed to
i ig discrimi against women. In 1967 such a commission

- _Jvas formed. The commission’s findings would becnrna a cnmersm* for mobilizing

Ta strong and active women’s movement. . ~ .

. The research information contained in this Royal Commission report Y
documented for the first time in a  comprehensive manner, the biases facing.
Canadian women. This documentation, along with the report’s.recommendations

/' to government, encouraged women to form status of women's groups all across the
/ country to ensure the implementation of the report's recommendations (Women's .

/ Programme, 1974, p. 17). As a result, the National Action Committee on the

Status of Women (NAC) officially formed in 1971 as a national lobby group with

the following objectives: (1) to link ali women's groups who were concerned with

the ametioratiori of the status of women into one unified lobby, (2);to improve

. women’s position in society through legislative change, anda(3) -t ensure the

implementation of the Royal Commission's recommendations (National Action
Committee, 1978, p. 1). From the lobby efforts of these groups came the
formation of the federal and provincial Advisory Councils®n the Sv.atul of Wnnpn




¥
which are responsible to advise government on issues of concern to women
(Women's Programme, 1974, p. 18). -

-
As the women's movement, developed during the 1960s, feminists began to
— lobby against the image of women and girls presented in all forms of media,
including print, radio and i i and school These
women felt that stereotypic images narrowed the options available to women by
portraying women in traditional roles only. Research and discussion concerning
- sexism ~nd sex-role stefeotyping grew during this period, but little concrete actios
was taken on this issue by public authorities (Spring, 1987, p.5; McCormatk;, s
1980a, p. 44). . "
During the late 1960s and early 1970s when womerf were investigating sex-
role stereotyping in the media, there was also'a growing concern over the increase
in pornographic material (Ellis, 1983, p. 107). Many women who_had supported
the display. of explicit material and the libertl tenets of the sexual revolutioni — -
began to question whether tfie revolution had contributdito freeing women’s -
. sexuality from restrictive social controls. With time, it became ircreasingly {
apparent to many.women, that pornography, rather than portraying women as &,
egunls, portrayed them as. frivolous beings whose only purpose in fife was to 3 !
satisfy the sexual fantasies of men. Pornography, hailed by many during this time e

as lib was i ngl d d as aiding the sexual freedom of men
.through the exploitation of women. According to Susan ‘Brownmiller (1975), ¢ -
"Pornography, like rape, is a male i ion, designed to di ize wo! to .

reduce the female to an object of sexual access, not to free ‘sexuality Trom .
moralistic or_parental inhibition (p. 443). Women began to realize that the
4 messages portrayed in pornography were not that different from the message in
. advertising and television programming. One woman describes her experience of .
the sexual revolution as follows: . N : . = *
I..saw the beginning of Playboy [Magazine] and’ the reason why it
i became so quickly acceptable. It was a reaction to the old Victorian
\;} days, the hypocrisy that had existed where you -couldn't talk about
S)) anything that had to do with human sexuality. People thought theg,
hrowing off their shackles and it took a while for women to
"Is this freedom for women?"... Somewhere.in there we started to
y, "Is this what we really want for women? Does a'woman really have
to take her clothes off to sell beer?"d (Dorothy. Inglis, Personal
interview. 4 June 1987.) . S o P

Women's groups’ provided ne’tworks through which women formed alliances

4All interviews were transcribed verbatim. Where ".." appears in Ehe text of a umminnfhiz T
e

indicates that I have deleted material in order to shortén the quote 'to a reasonable length.
meaning of the informant’s discussion has not been changed through the usz oFellipsis points. .
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. relegdted fhem. to subordinate’ positions_in all aspects of their lives. It is this o

with other women atross Canada. These neuworks proved invaluable in co-
ordinating the eﬂqn_s of womer), allowing them torﬁrmg to government and public
attention -those issues of concérn to them. Througl the women's movement, + =~
women mobilized to rectify the social. pnlmcal an¥i economic inequalities that

women's movemény that provided the slruclurnl basis for the anti-pornography.
movement in, Canada. ) -

The growirg concern ‘by feminist group! ‘over media gender imagery.

o coupled with the anreasmg distribution and sale of hagd-core pornographic

" 1983; Maude Barfow,’ an ardent feminist, aong with Rose Potvin, Bonnie

materialin corner stores and movie theaters, culmmawd in the formation pf anti-
pornography groups.. While the pomography |ssue was hrought to ghe pubhcs

attention solely by the women's movement, it latér gained support from groups .
whlch were nnf, affiliated with the women's movement. sMany of these, groups i
fornied their own committees to address the issue of pomography ‘apd to lobby .
government for legislative reforrn £ the obscenity laws.

* One .group that was to wke a central role in the movement Qv'as the ~
Canndum Coalition Against Media Eomography (CCAMP)! On dJanuary lB!h

Diamond, Sdsha Mclunis Haymin, and Pat Masters® formed the CCAMP (Hale,

1983, p, 30)..This gmup was to,play an important role in relaing information to %
and allying with many of the antvpornography groups that had formed all across = - ¢
Canada, A

The CCAMP formed after Barlow, Patiin, and Dmmom‘l7 called a national
protest to oppose the introduction of "Playboy Weekend" on Pay TV. 8 Thns protest
took place in nmeteen Canadian citjes,% and was followed by wlegrsms nnd\ ¥

1 . 3 ~
I .

5Mucl| credit for 's i in the movemenl should be given
Mouds, Barlow. She was involved in, women's arganizatio a Watch Canada,
*Gueawa's Task n Wits, Assault, Amethyst Women's Dru i Alcohulmbule Centre, anc
Women for Justice. She was also Director of the Office of Equal Opportunity for Wom
of Ottawa and Senior Advisor on Women's Issues to Prime Minister Piorre Trudenu
produced hy the Canadian Federation of Students).

Obaude Barlow, Letter to Pauline Stockwood. 30 Detember 1987.  ~ . E

g | ‘ oy /

8Canadian Coalition Against Megia Pornography. Press release, 12 January 1984.~

Sid. &Y
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letters of protest from women's groups'® and other concerned citizens.!' The
protests led to public statements. by many elected members of the provincial and
federal legislature.!?  First Chowce, the Pay TV station airing Playboy
programming also made various public statementé. In essence, the Canadian
people were assured by First Choice that there was little cause for alarm and that
their programming would be acceptable to Canadian viewers.

At that time, First Choice stated that its 'adult’ programming would
not be pornographic ar.' assured the CRTC that the programs chosen

* would 'Be in good taste' (Ottawa Citizen 27-1-83) and 'in the spirit of
the' CRTC call' (First Choice Application for Pay-TV Licence 20-7-81)
[sic]. (Canadian Coalition Against Media Pornography, Press release. 12
January 1984.)

But those ing were not i by this from First

" Choice. In' their eyes, Playboy programming was not an acceptable form of

enumammem They felt that this programming opened the doors to the
ibility of t ty-fe hour hic Pay TV stations enhenng Canada
from the Umt.eq States. The advent of Pay TV allowed little control over who

. viewed restricted materml within the” home; the advent of a twenty-four hour

for consultation on' Lhe issue of pomngraphy, fil January 1983,

pomographlc station accessible to children of all ages was totally unacceptable to
many community and women'’s groups. . - §

Barlow had been giving lectures on phrnngraphy for mnny years prior to the
formation of the CCAMP, but the issue did not take on'a national focus until the
threat of Playboy programming on Canadian airwaves (Hale, 1983, p. 53). Barlow
attributed much of her support in the fight nga'n\sz pornography in those early
days to women who had been against pornography for many years, but who
neglected to speak out for fear of being told they were “"sexually uptight," "old
fashioned," or interfering with the rights of others to view what they pleased
(Hale, 1983, p. 54). )

ial Advisory Council nnm Status of Women. Telegram to the President of the CRTC
isters of Parliament. 18 uary 1983. . .

. 1 -
* UStaff of Bishops Colege. St. John's. Letter to Federal Government. 18 January 1985.

120500 M Donnld Letter to_the Newfoundiand Provincial Advisory Council stating her public
rolitinn a mography. 3 February 1983; Therese Kil aint-Michel-Ahuntsic,
etter against S:moi;aph bpeared in the Provincial Advisory Cotimeil flesr's Reoruary. 1985
aiso, Norman Boyle, Provincial Minister Responsible for Communications, letter to Ann Bell asking




The visibility.of pornography'’ in mainstream bookstores, drugstores, and
other retail outlets contributed to the discontent that gave rise to the anti-
pornography movenent. Even in very isolated parts of the country, pornography
was readily available. For example, cover captions such as "Spanking Virgins."
"Bondage?' and "Special Incest Sectign" were not uncommon in retail outlets such
as airports and crown-funded and opetated hotels. One book store located in o
large shopping center in St. John's,,Néwfoundland had a magazine on its shell
with the caption, "Whipping, Spanking and Tickling." The cover displayed u
woman in a black bikini with a whip it hand. The contents showed a scene of a
woman with hands bound togethier, while another scene showed a woman having
sex with a manikin. The mapikin's head was covered with a plastic bag.

At a record Store in the same shopping center, pornographic videos could be
rented regardless of the customer's age. One such video, entitled Ecstasy Girl was
sold over the counter. ‘It contained the following scene. A woman dressed in a
black bikini was bound in a forward position. Her face was bound with a leather
strap and .an apple was stuck in her mouth to silence her screams. A man was
lightly spanking her with a whip.

Another example reported to a member of the Codlition of Citizens Against
Pornography (CCAP), a group located in St. John's, tells of a woman who had
gone to a local video outlét to pick up a movie for her child's birthday party.
When the woman returned home and played the tape to the children she realized
that the 1980s version of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs had taken on new
meaning. ’ » %

During the yem:s prior to the formation of the anti-pornography movement,
the industry was preparing the market for the introduction of child pornography
and violence coupled with sex. While little material was available that displayed
children partaking in explicit sexual conduct, there were magazine lllustralmns of
adult women dressed as children. Clearly, the intent was to arouse the viewer
through the use of child-like models. For example, one local drug store in St.
John's was reported as having a magazine with the caption "Mommy, Daddy, and
Me." j

I
Violence coupled with sex was also not uncommon. Even Penthouse, one of

& 13y is not,my intenton to impose a t}‘eﬁmunn og vhat
e reader. e meaning ol aphy varies dej ¢
::wu for this raaacn, e 2 hroug h:gul the uma.’.\hau _?i e thes nl. blel?d on zho;;::.v&xlmdn.ﬁ
rnograghy movement to define pornogr: e example: are
ng commiitse  membars. of the  Coalition of Eu zens Againat. Pornography felt were
Poraogeapme. For further discussion, see chapters one and 5




the "softest" of the h was an_element of
violence. It took a national protest organized by women's groups all over the
country to stop the distribution in Canada of its December 1984 issue. The
contents showed several scenes of women bound and gagged. One scene in
particular pictured a woman bound and hung from a tree.

The increase in pornography, both in quantity and degie of violent “and

content, was i by its a: bility on home videos and the
of soft-core on Pay TV Not everyone was opposed to
this form of entertai " After the ion of the CCAMP, Barlow was

asked to speak all over the country (Hale, 1983, p. 50). While it was cleartq_her
that there was support for the anti-pornography movement, it was also clear that
there'was a segment of the population that either supported pornography or
adopted a civil libertarian stance. Even within the women’s movement, ma
women were opposed to any legislative restrictions, and some who were in a
position to influence the focus of the women’s movement tried to stop Barlow from
speaking at women’s functions.!*

Most academic work has focused on the anti-pornography movement as a
product of religious morality crusades.!®> Women's involvement in these
movements centered on upholding the status quo. - The present anti-pornography
movement -in Canada, while undeniably attracting the religious ‘segment of
society, is the product of, and for tho most part, is led by activists from the
women's movement.

The remainder of this thesis focuses on the anti-pornography movement
that occurred in the late 1970s and early 1980s. It analyses a group of citizens in
St. John's, Ngwfaundland who formed a coalition against pornography in 1983.
The thesis concentrates on: '

14 Anonymous Source. Porsonal interview. 1981,

5Mo| work written on ‘pornograph; Ill the 1960s .and early 1970s argues that pornography is
sitner: (1 moxally and ol Aty o because I vlates Chrisiar principfes hy‘:grll‘o%gg
ublic decency, lllA:llll l YIB tside of marriage, and c
duum e ooy ua Shra g indelity. or (2) that the cision o sew pnmgmph,“
o Individual moral one and that hefore socialy can restrict its access it must prove
 Bmography s harmtul

B; mid to lawe 1970 t'mmut rapectives on pornography began to appear in the hm-uure
fi‘.m’-' a.:“.n thess heoret tons :’:ﬂ docy m"" eﬁ: Phare has Lx:mm! priman researt
from these pers) ically at the recent movements against pornography that
“occuered n e fots 19705 o llrly Eﬁo i
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1. Asséssing the circumstances -surrounding the groups's formation. its
structure and ideology. and the position taken on pomogmphy by
different .members who form the core of the group’s steering

committee.
2. Assessing the conmbutmn of l,he women's movement in brmmng the
usue of to publi and the of

s in the anti- 's bil !ITDrl:a.

3. Determining how this coalition of individuals coming from diverse »
-and political i formulates group policy. - The
importance of resource mobilization in the formnuon of the CCAP
and its nblhty to ¢ i lobby g with
ing the main pr i in the mobi

effort. ~

This study builds an ing of the anti in
Newfoundland and Labrador through an examination of the experiences and
perceptions of the penplu involved, how they view the world, and how they see
pornography ﬁmng mw theu‘ world. ‘I shall place these world views in a
historical ive by d i the, i giving. rise to the liberal,
conservative, and feminist ideological positions on sexuality.

Placing the anti-pornography movement in a historical, ideological context

.8 important in understanding the debate over pornography and why certain

factions in the certain itis while others opposed any
attempt to regulate the industry. As Dorothy Smith (1981) argues:

It is not sufficient to incorporate the subject‘s meaning of actors by
referencing it.... The aim of the sociologist is to extend that knowledge
beyond what is available to her in her everyday experience. Hence it is
not individual social behavior which is ouf interest, but the social
determinations of our everyday experience. The object of inquiry is the
historical processes...which organize, shape and determine our directly
experienced worlds, (Smith, 1981, p. 17)

This thesis is divided into seven chapters. Chapter two discusses the
methods used to study the anti in d /
Chapter three focuses on a th ical di i of the ideol
perspectives of the three camps involved in the debate, i.e. the conservative,
liberal, and feminist world views. It explores how different views of human

nature affect attitudes toward sexuality.

Chapter four di the of ‘social in terms of
sociolngica[‘ explanations such as relative deprivation, discontent,~ideology,
resource availability, and structural analysis. It explores how individuals acting
a8 collectives bring together theé necessary resources to affect structural change. .
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Chapters Lhree and four tcrn;,jhe theoretical basis of this research. These *
two chapters link the data on dual attitudes and b to the social
structure that determines, w a large degree, individual world views. The research
data illustrate how the social structure modifies the behaviour :;Iuﬁx:znvolved
in the movement at the same time that individual behaviour m e social
structure.

Chapter five di the of the anti
Newfoundland and’ Lubndm. identifying key players in the mobilization :ﬂ'nrt.
and their link to movement efforts all across Canada. In this chapter « discuss
the role played by the Newfoundland Provincial Advisory Council on the Status of
Women in organizing a community approach to the problem of pornography and
the formntmn of the Coalition of Citizens Against Pornography (CCAP), the group

for bilizing a provi ide effort to combat pornography. The
consequences of this coalition for the of the the-
strategies chosen, and the positions employed by movement organizers are also
discussed.

/\ \ ) .
In order -to understand the strategux @t{asiﬁnm supported by the
coalition, loxploru the wdrld views of key b ‘In ini
these world views, | shall explore their reasons- for joining the movement, how.
members feel about ‘puArnogrlphy. what they believe constitutes pornography, and
what they believe the consequences of pornography are for society. By identifying
the diverging opinions and attitudes of members, chapter six lays-the groundwork
for understanding the internal policy making structure of the group, the
emergence of leadership, and the roles and duties assumed hy each member.

B Chapter seven discusses the process of policy formation. It analyses the
development of the coalition from formation to maturity and how the diverse
philosophical positions held by stuging committee members helped to form the
position ultimately adopted by the group as a whole. :

-
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Chapter 2
"METHODOLOGY

.

Several sources were used to gather the data for this study. Neither o
purely historical not an ethnographic method could, on its own, provide all the
necessary data. The sources .used include personal interviews, newspapers,
orgenization file documents, and observation. [t is my opinion that the
methodology chosen is the most suitable .one for ohtam.mg an understanding of
the development of the anti in- id.  While
other methods such as survey research may allow us to examine the attitudes of a
large number of people, they do not offer insight into How and why. a social
moverent has emerged, .its structure, and the internal dynnmms between the

people involved. These factors.can only be by the
and opinions of the key people in the fovement in depth, and by obskrving the
so'l interplay between themi. i A -~ .

f

The study was confined to \in€|~pornugraphy movement activities taking
place within the St. John'’s area, and even though many groups who were active
in the movement on a province-wide basis could not be studied due to time
limitations, the study was able to.examine the major impetus for movement
mobilization. Because it was impossible to intervie _’\y all the people involved in
the movement at the local level, those most active'and most influential were
singled out- for mumews, My experience as a participant| in the anti-
pornography movement indicates that the interviewing sample chosen included
the most important players/m the mobilizing effort. —7

Tape-recorded personsl interviews ranging from one to four/ hours in length
were conducted . with- eleven people who were actively involy in the anti-
pornography movement. The tape recorded: interviews were trariscriped verbatim
and were essential in building an ideological understanding of the r(orrnantg'
perspectives. Those interviewed were members of three organizations. Two of
these groups were feminist organizations and the third was ah amalgamation of
several organizations and individuals. Four of the informants interviewed were
members of the St. John's Status of Women Council (8JSWC) steering committee,
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six were steering committee members of the. CCAP, and one was the President of
the Provincial Advisory Couggcil on the Status of Women.

The Advisory Council Was chosen as a key source mainly because it was
paramount in determining the structure of the movement. It was the council,
along with one other femirtist activist, which were responsible for initiating a
community action approach to the problem of pornography.

The CCAP was chosen as the main focus of the stjdy because of the central

“role it,played in mobilizing the in and
Labrador. lu mandaw was to edutgw the pubhc about pornography snd to
ign against With a of

over three hundrsd “and over thirty izati from all across the
province, it represented the largest anti-pornography lobby effort in either
Newfoundland or. Labrador. Many of the gropgE\that sprang up as lobbying
agents were -formed by i that had a special interest in
this issue. Many of these groups were affiliated with, and kept in close contact
with, the CCAP. Canaequently, the CCAP often took responsibility for co-

ial level ivi Bécause the CCAP was connected through
its foundmg mothers to national anti-pornography organizations, it was able to
act as.a link between the provincial and national movements. Being located in
the provincial capital, enabled the coalition to effectively v.‘ommumcute with
government departments.

The ‘SJSWC was chosen for personal’ reasons. In effect this I.hasm is a
partial product of my own political experience as a feminist involved in the anti-
in This i occurred at two
levels - one as Chair of the Anti-pornography Committee of the SISWC and one
" as the SISWC representative on the Coalition of Citizens Against Pornography.
This thesis is, in part, the working thfough of conflict experienced between my
own analysis of this issue as a feminist and the tension arising from working with
the SISWC's steering committee, which was not united on_the issue, and the
“CCAP, which was composed of members with diverse philosophical perspectives,
soge of which were in direct conflict with & feminist approach.. The resolution
process has implications for the research- design of the sr,udy and is the main
reason for singling out the SISWC for specific inquiry. While the SISWC is not
the major focus of this research, it’is, I believe, crucial in understanding much of
the conflict that occurred over porpography both on a ‘mational and local level.
Ths anglysis of the SJISWC allows an understanding of why opposition to the
il and what were the major. areas of
betweén the anti and anti ip factions.

My involy in the anti hdd both positive and
negative effects on the research: It allowed immediate entry into group gatherings
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and access to privileged information that would have been unavailable to other
researchers. Essentially, [ was able to approach key people and obtain personal
data that are important in unterstanding the social dynamics between people.

On the negative side, my involvement may have in some cases, impeded the
flow of information. For example, when discussing sensitive subject areas that l .
was directly involved in, such as interpersonal conflict between myself arid .
members of the SJSWC, some people were reluctant to comment on these matters
openly. Other problems included gaining access to information of a personal
nature, but these apply generally to any effort to collect data through personal
mtgmew\ng. For example, during the mmrvmwmg pmcess 1 was confronted with
a ion where icting evidence an i s attitudes and
opinions became apparent. There was a marked difference in the person’s-position,
on pornography, and at the time of conducting the interview, I suspected that the
informant may have been falsifying her opinions due to the fact that the
information obtained may later appear in a public document.

My involvement gave me insight into the mechanics and operations of the
movement, but it must be ized that the and i gained
from this involvement also helped form the perspective from which this research

“is conducted. While L fully recogaize that the research process is a reflection of the
researchérs viewpoint, and that the research question; along with the formulation
of the interviewing instrument, is ‘guided by this perspective, | am-also aware'
that, for me, conducting this résearch has been a learning process through which

ns of the anti ent have been clarified. Dorothy
Sniith (1986) expresses this point clearly:

Inquiry...is’ like the making of the piece of a quilt which remains to bs
attached to other pieces in the creation of a whole panem.'We begin
from where we are. The ethnographic process of in§uiry is one of
exploring further into those social, political and economic. processes _
which organize and determine the actual bases of experience of those
whose side we have taken. Taking sides...does not destroy the 'scientific’
. churm:mr of the enterprise.... Indeed, in sociology there is no possibility
The method d here is one that frankly
begml from somewhere. (Smith, 1986, p. 12)

The data for this research were collected from my personal experience as a
movement activist' and alsd from information collected in my capacity as
researcher. For the firit ffvo years of the CCAP's existence, | was an active
member of the group's stesking committee, and for the last year [ was involved

nly as a research observer. As an observer, I took detailed notes on the social
interaction taking place bdtween committee members. This allowed me to identify
the actors who most infldenced the direction and policy formulation of the group
and the roles played by each. These data, combined with personal interviews,
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enabled e to build 2 clear understafding of how individual ideological
perspectives and social interaction influenced policy formation, structure, and
strategy. Because of my affiliation with the CCAP, my own personal’experiences
were used to bridge the gap between past and present coalition activities. For the
year I was absent from the coalition, | have used only data collected from
coslition file documents and personal interviews with steering committee
members. ’

It must be mentioned that the ideological data collected on each movement
activist were collected after; Che movement had reached' what 1 refor to as'the
"maturity stage” of coalition' @evelupment 16 Any discussion of the attitudes.and
opinions held by any member of the movement might have differed s:gmﬁcantly if
interviews had been conduicted at ‘an earlier time period. L

Finally, information was collected through local newspaper clippingg/from
1983 to 1988, These were used: (1) to construct an understanding of the zblic's
perception of the CCAP’s ideological framework, -and (2) -to' identify the steps
taken by the coalition and - other Aroups in combating pornography. File
of all three izations under study were also examined to form a

complete picture of the lobbyjng effurts undentaken by each group. .
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. ' PORNOC‘-RAPHY AN IDEOLOGICAL
UNHERSTANDIN

The present pornography debate san be léked to past and present
historical develnpmen'r.s such as reliizi’ous teachings on moralitys civil rights, and
the rise in the women's liberation movement. This chapter will ‘clarify the
discourse used in the recent revival of the anti- pornography movemenz Euch
person involved in this debate views from a
perspective. [ will describe these philosophical perspscnves and ‘show how the
-assumptions underlying each agcounts for different opinions on sexuality and
pornography. |

This chapter 'is “ divided ~inm two ‘sections. The first discusses the
conservative dnd hberal' vxews\ of hun)an nature. It explores how these views of
human nature affect O,he conservatwe and liberal attitudes towards sexunhty,
and how these uttltudes ultimately influence the posmon taken on pomography.
Section two i century i of the conservative and
liberal doctrines for the cun—ent pornography debate. [f this section [ will discuss
the rise of the feminist movement and its impact on the direction and focus of the
debate, plus the recent polarization of the feminist movement into two factions -
the libertarian and radical feminists. [ shall develop each position in a historical
context that links the feminist libertarian view to the liberal premise about
human nature and the radical view to the belief thal huran nature is a social
gonstruct.
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3.1. EARLY FOUNDATIONS: UNDERSTANDING THE DISCOURSE ON
PORNOGRAPHY ' ’
p
o

One's comprehension of human nature det.em":s how one constructs the
world in which one lives. Assumptions accepted as

how  ople perceive, shape, and fashion their understanding of sexual)ty ‘l’h:s'
As

directly des held about por h
by Allan Dawe (1978b) “the progression begins from a view of huméan nature,
from which follows a view of the i ip. between the indivi /and society.
‘The doctrine thus entails not only a zheory of society, bvt also a (’hamcterlshc
approach to the analysis of socxet.y" (p. '208).

Untit the tid-1970s there were basically two ideologies which influencéd
the discourse on pornography - the conservative and liberal views. Both are based
on assumptions about-the essence of human nature.

By the late 19765, a‘third perspective was introdyced into this debate.
This perspective was developed by those _women most affected by pornography.

who had, until that time, been absent ffom discussion of this i issue. aMese women -

viewed sexuality not in traditional terms of nature, but rafher as social
constructs. : 0

This section will explore how the conservative and liberal ideolngies

the _present por 0 hy debate and it will expose the .assumptiofis on

which each is founded. Both of these doct ines have histori: i dating
back well beyond what cqn-be reasonably documented in this chapter. With this
ih mind, T have chosen to exemplify the conservative world view by discussixg its
connection to the Hobbesian position of human nature, and the liberal world view
through the work of Jean-Jacques RA)\H\&&EIL” \

3.1.1, Thomas Hobbes and the conservative dac‘trin_e

Hobbes's view of human nature was i d by the

in wl'nch he lived. Hobbes grew up in ‘the 1600s, a tlme when Galileo, Bacor,
and others d oped new scientific of observation used to

construct an objective world ruled by mechdnical means (Mercl\ant 1980, p. 206)
It was a time of transtormation on many fronts. The hlsmry of Europe was
marked by war and strife, and it was a time that saw ‘the collapse of medieval

17ty discussion of both Hobbes and Rousseau is an extension of the w}x of Paden (1984). 1

’

Y -

e .about nature influence -
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society. Hobbes’s view of human nature was influenced by the time and place in
which he lived. , \ '

Hobbes constructed humankind i a similar fashon to Galileos
construction of the laws of motign. For Hobbes, both the physical world and the
HKuman species conformed to certain given laws of nature. Hobbes believed, as did
Galileo, that things move naturally unless stopped by artificial means. He saw
shuman nature as competitive, self-seeking and*ruled by the quest for power and
Ahe fear of deatl "It is central to this view that, in the absence of external
{genstraint, the pursuit of private interests and ‘desires leads inevitably to bath

social and individual disintegration" (Dawe, 1978b, p. 207). Clearly, Hobbes
believed it necessary to repress the natural self in favor of an imposed civilized.
éxistence marked by order and moral authority. Allan Dawe in his article
“"Theories of Social Action," exposes the function of society that follows from
Hobbes's thinking. : .

Clearly, if man's n;:lrs is such that he can of his own volition create

% ‘only self- and socially destructive unﬂrchy and chags, then for his own
survival as an individual and social*being and, above all, for the
survival of society itself, he must be constrained'into self-and socially
constructive behavior by an entity external to and superordinate over
him. (Dawe, 1978a, p. 370)

@ollnwirfg from this assumption, it s clear that humankind must be sha;;e/d’ by
society. This society then becomes the political arena in which the battle between
human nature (destructive,-ruled by self-interests for pleasure) is balanced by the
social constructiqn of good. This belief in the need to balance the evil, self-
centered nature of hum?l:n/’x\lstence with the social good is cen!.ral to the
conservative view of sexudlity.
Wn.hm such a framewnrk. sexuality is a basic impulse cnntmlled by
. To view as d in por hy is to unleash
natural forces upon the consumer and séciety at large. Pornography 15 seen by the
conservative world view as immoral pAd objectionable because it can cause a
change in society from a civilized to g "pre-social, natural stabg (Paden, 1984, p.
19). Paden says this natural state is what the conservative fears.

...this state is self-suStaining, it can be undercut by the experience of
unrestrained. natural pleasure, or even by the experience of a depiction
of this unrestrained natural pleasure, such as can be had through
pornography. Pornography by undercutting repressive power serves .
almost like a catalyst to transform the socialized-self. into an
.unsocialized one. This is what the conservatives fear, what they judge
to be ‘immoral, and what they seek to prevem. through censorship.

(Paden, 1984, p. 20), 7

Sexuality unleashed, then, is the representation of unmglr};ined natural

g
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pleasure, a sign of true human nature?e evil from within uncovered. It is this,
nature that humans must battle with foreternity. This battle had its seed in the -
#ople shared by Adam and Eve that brought about the downfall of the human
race.

It is interesting that Hobbes sees the use of force as the only means by
which the state can ultimately enforce conformity by all members of society.

Hobbesian man is totally instrumental in calculation and adtion, & term

- which refers to his egoistic pursuit of his egoistic desires by means of an
instrumental 'reckoning’ or reason and the use of instrumental 'force,
and fraud.’” (Dawe, 1978a, p.-383)

. Here*we hdve all the makings of patriarchal "man" - physical force is l:emlded Boa i
over co-operation, control is used rather than negotiation, and society is based on
a hierarchical rather than communal form: While Hobbes rejects the view of .
natural hierarchies for the belief that all people are born equal, " he substitutes . :
competition for. scarce resources as the means by which. one mdxvxdunl d'cmuu'.es g
another. D/ .

In these terms, the collective takes precedence over mdwu:lual rights aj
pleasures. The actor derives value from society through
‘The question then becomes: What standard of mm-slnty is m:eptable to socleti at
large? :

Jean-Jacques Rousseau: the essence of liberalism

‘The Age of Enlightenment introduced a world view that stressed human
capabilities and their release from the forces and confines of nature. The
apphcatmn of reason through scientific procedures was seen as the means of

kind and ining control over human destiny. The ulumane
authority was no longer God's way, but "Man’s"!® way. "Man" and God became
diantetrically opposed (Dawe, 1978b, pp. 211-212). Dunng the Enlightenment,
the "key notion...[was) that of autonomous man, able to renliie Biis Bull potential
and to create a truly human social order only when freed . from exwmal
constraints” (Dawe, 1978b, p. 214).

Here we see human nature distinguished from and separated from nature,
which is external to the human condition. True human potential and the essence
of human exist: is i only by ing external ints. Once again
we see the idation of patri in the phil hical base.of the "liberal man." \
Human existence is no longer dependent on nature. Nature is manipulated to suit

. 1 :

0

18" e "man” here because [ am refurcing to patriarchal men who feel that all women are
inferior to men. - F
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. the purpose of Mumankind. We see the separdton trom naturé i people's .

identification with culture. Yet. the libéral view still sees nature as a pre-social

human condition. “The difference between the conservative and liberal view is

that the conservative wishes to repress the nature of Kumans while the liberal

wishes to exBose .the goodnéss of . na!uml hunmva by manipulating and

controlling the external laws of nature. i .

Rousseau believed that Hobbes had mistaken histarical cifcumstances.for a

1lawr . Rousseau viewed human nature as positive .
/ P and crefative. He believed that humans are guided by two innate humar
3 isticd, namely and self-love. By extending one's self-love to

- others, human bemgs‘create and fulfill moral action (Dawe, 1978a, Pp. 385-387). i
Dawe describes Rousseau’s position concerning humankind as follows: - s

..for Rousseau, he [mankind] is born free. The problent, therefore, is
how he can recover his natural freedom .. And, of course, the very idea .
-that he has become alienated ﬁ'om himself implies a particular view of
human capacxty and pnwntxal Tt is that which seizes on the -positive : T
the -a of the modern individual: L] i
. autonnmous ‘human agency as a creative force. (Dawe, 1978a. p. 385) “\

For R.Dussesu, human essence is creauve becnuse morahty is founded on reason - 5
that extents frorf self-love. £ oM B
As with 's. philoso t I the liberal view is derived from "+ .
the assumption that human nature is positive. This positive state is transformed - , | V
- by lfe circumstances through the socialization'proess, By rep qur natural
selves, the true essénce of thé human condition is overridden. The objective of the -

= © liberal is to uncover this basic human quality.. . . o -

Paden‘ in his artlcle "On the Discourse of Pnrnngtaphy, explalné the
(\ ) . difference between the liberal and conurvauve world vmws ¢
/ 1

“ Itis the socialized person, neurotically divided against himself, enslaved,  *
to his passlonx in. pgssessiont of a repertoire of social roles rather than
in possession of himself, empty yet self-centered, who is mcapable ofa’
truly social life, and who is the Hobbesiah individual. (Paden. 1984, p.
22) - . )

" \This view of naturg h iti for U pornography. The
* +  liberal sees the rise in . the public display of* pnrnogrnphy as liberating.
. . Pornography allows people to get in wumch with natufe by breaking down the’
* barriers' of S ality..Por ratior of the human body and |
its support of sexual autside'thz ditional’ family, is seen as ,

remcvmg the mhlhmnns lmposed by soclal and moral constramu ya

.

- Both the conservative and liberal views conund that a natyral humﬂn °
condition exists and that this state of being .precedes the socialized self. The
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difference between the two lies 1n their view of human essence. The conservative
sees this essence as a destructive human force. and as a result, believes repression
1s necessary. The liberal, on the other hand, views human natuse as positive and
lifé affirming,-and consequently. 1s directed to uncover natural pleasure in its .
. pure state by shedding repressive social restrictions (Paden, 1984, pp. 17-36).
. Both the liberal and the conservative see pornography as depictioris of natural
sexual activity produced in a cultural vacuum and unchanging over time
(Killoran, 1983, p. 444; MacKinnon, 1986, p. 66). Both views of nature and
sexuality are constructed in climates which support the belief of man’s natural
superordination over women.
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3.2. TWENTIETH CENTURY IMPLICATIONS

. -
. This section connects the conservative and hiberal views of nature held by

, Hobbes and Rousseaq to present day conservative and liberal theory. | will show

- - that present Canadian obscenity legislation is based on a conservative

understa ding of sexuality that calls for rep: . These act
. _to ensure moral and religious ¢ontinuity and he]p to maintain patriarchal beliefs
s wnhm the social structure.

L I will then discuss the implications of the Fise of modern liberal theory in
. the 19th and 20th centuries. I will show, first, that liberal theory allowed
. dissension from the dominant conservative viey of sexuality, and second, that
X h liberal theory supported feminist demands in the 1800s for equality of the sexes. [,
: N show that even though the feminist muxement had 1its bemnmng in liberal
thought, mainstream liberal ldeclogy is based ‘on patriarchal views of women and
sexuality. I argue thnﬂradmon_al -hberalﬁhenry does not account for, nor does it
try to rectify, the unequal distribution of.social power by gender.

3.2.1. Conservative theory  \

.. " The present e i hy and ity is' founded on a
... conseivative world vnew that permits legal intervention in ‘sexaal matters even
" when sex is d d in private by ing adults. This view is based on two.
. premises: First, that-a society can only function as a moral, cohesive unit by
A L uniting the mdwxduuls who make up that‘soclety through shared and cnmmnrﬁ—‘
g moral values, and second, that unless legal intervention is undertaken to’ensure
moral consensus, society will eventually dissolve (Special Committee on
. Pornography and “Prostitution,. 1985,p. 17). Legal action is, therefore, justified on
t!‘w grounds that certain acts will offend the moral values held by citizens.

It is important to note that the entire section dealing with, pornography

and sexuality in Canadian legislatior is worded in language such as "lewd,"

obscemby,“ “decency," “morality," "offences tending to corrupt morals,” and so.

n.1® The guidelines regulating customs, for example, “maintains that it is

ubscene to "lewd%y and explicitly [my emphasis] dlsp]ﬂy the male and female
sexual organs, sexual i e ec cetera (Special .Conimi on

19pefinition of Ob:ce iminal Code Section 159(8) "For the purpose of this “Act, any
publication & dorminhnt ¢havactdkistic of which is the undue exploitation of sex, of of sex and any
Bhe or more of the following subjects, namely, crime, horror, cruelty and violence, shall be-deemed to
be obscene” (CCAP file document),
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and ,Prostjtution, Vol. 1. 1985. p. 47). Of special interest here 1s the emphasis

placed on Jthe display of explicit sexual material. The assumption 15 that the

viewing of Sex can somehow change people from a moral to an immoral state. Sex,
understood in this context. is necessary but evil. It must, because of this. be
controlled, harnessed, and channelled in very specific ways, usually those laid
down by relngmus doctrine.

Historically, discussions of sexuality and pornography have centered on,

how much sexual crnduct is acceptable in public, and legally, the test of what is

has been the standards or tolerance within the community.

In this regard, conservative morality sees sex as good or bad depending on_the

circumstances in which it takes place. Sex is tolerated in private withn a

i between a married couple for reasons of

procreation, but outside these structures it is seen as breaking dnwn the moral
fabric of society (Killoran, 1983, p. 446). "Por by

sex for every reason but procreation.  Consequently, for conservatives,

pornography, like prostitution, is an agent of corruption, su‘hvert'mg the nuclear

family and the authority” (Burstyn, 1985, p. 17). Accordingly, the law "considers

obscenity deviant, anh-soclal If it causes harm, it causes anti-social acts, acts

against the social order" (MacKmnon. 1986, p. 71). Catharine MacKinnon (1986)

clarifies the morahst perspectlve by quoting Louis Henkin.

Obscenity is not suppressed primarily for the protgctmn of others. Much
of it is suppressod for the purity of the cnmmumty Obscenity, at the
bottom is not.a cnme Obscenity is a sin. (Henkm 1963, p. 395 in
MacKinnon, 1986, p. 67) % N

The main point is that the conservative believes sexuality, and hence
pornography, is.sinfal, a carnal lust, that must, therefore, be repressed.. The law
is not d with the subordination of women in pér . What it
regards as objectionable is ¢he "perverseness” of the material under question. The
subordination and: degradation of women is of little concern. In fact, religious

steaching has traditionally upheld and perpetuated patriarchal views that keep
women in a subordinate position (Killoran, 1983, pp. 446-447). £

For conservatives, the desired end is a morally just population (with
'morally just' defined in biblical or at least strictly traditional - and

« patriarchal - terms), organized into hierarchical nuclear families in
which each individual knéws his (or her?) place.... To achieve this end,
conservatives believe they have a moral obligation to intervene....
Many see it as a Christian duty to take a stand against pornography by
calling fpr censorship of a wide range of materials, including sex-
education literature, treatises by and/or for "homosexudls...and pro-
choice (abortion) information. (Killoran, 1983, p. 449)

In summary, the conservative argués that free speech should be regulated
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by the requirement of public decency and "human sensibilities.” Pornography
violates the privacy of individuals, hence self-restraint is necessary to combut the
evils of pornography which can harm society. The violation of human dignity in
pornography is a symptom of decadence, the disintegrtion of social ties, and a
sign of the need to ®nforce repressive measures.

3.2.2. Modern liberal theory: phil ical and ethical id

Modern liberal theory on the relationship of law and morality grew out of
a need to answer the more traditional conservative position that there 1s a
necessary coincidence be!u:em law and the moral values of the community.

(Special C and P Vol.1, 1985, p.

17

The liberal view is founded on the premise that individyal freedom, without
intervention, is a primary right. John Stuart Mill was foremosgt*in influencing
present day liberal thought. He emphasized the idea that society benefits from a
variety of ideas rather than the hegemony of the moral perspective of the majority
(Special C on P and P itution, Vol. 1, 1985, p. 15). Mill's
theory is in direct contrast to the conservative view which says that all people
must follow the teachings of the church, and that certain people, as prescribed by
the authority vested in_the church, are not suitable for certain positions in life.

" Mill asserted that all people must be given the right to compete with others for
their position in life. He argued that this nght w compete must be extended to
women.? 20 N

Liberal thought as conceived in the late 1700s, is based on the conception
of the individual. Within liberal ideology, individuals are viewed as "separate and
autonomous beings," who are "free and rational” (Tapper, 1986, pp. 37-38). The
liberal position assumes that, as rational beings, all people come from similar
backgrounds and similar perspectxves, that mdmduals can, through the use of
logic, reach the same are considered personal,
and therefore relegated to the private sphere. In pubhc affairs, pnvnte matters
are considered to carry little weight (Tapper, 1986, p. 39). The individual, then.
is viewed as separate from the ph.yslcal body (Tapper, 1986, p. 38).

Libéral doctrine was an important tool for early feminists in challenging
the unquestioned axiom of women's universal inferiority. Liberal feminists
demanded that women be treated as men’s equals in the public realm. The effect
was that women strived for acceptance and equality on male terms (Tapper,
1986, p. 37).

207ny discussion of Mill must ecopnize Harriet Taylor's contribution in developing Mill's

analysis of women's position in society. [n fact, Rossi (1973) ¢ontends that his writings on women
must be considered a joint endeavor
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[Liberals argued that] women ‘entering the public would be required to
put aside the fact that they are women. Having gained such access
women can succeed if they adopt the principles and values according to
which the public is organized. But the problem is that...the public is
already organized in ways which not only refnark [sic| sexual difference
but do so in a way which privileges men and makes the public worl
man’s world. (Tapper, 1986, p.41). <

Liberal doctrine does not'contend that all people in society are equal.
"Natural inequalities in skill and int 'ligence lead, in competitive liberal
societies, to social inequalities. This is not thought to be unjust since it is in the
interest of all to encourage the gifted to develop their capacities fully" (Green,

r 1986, p. 32). In this context, liberal theory, when applied to women, may well, in
the eyes of society, relegate them to a "naturally” inferior position based on their
reproductive functions and "inferior" physical strength.2!

Liberal thought makes a distinction between public man and private
woman. Whil€ liberal tradition opposes the institutionalization of patriarchal
forms of state control, it accepts patriarchal control within the family (Green,
1986, p. 26). Different rules are applied to private and public life. |

[The] distinction between the piblic sphere, m ,gvhlch achons are to be

governed by les of justice he affairs of
° equal rational individuals, and the private sphere governed by love and
relatjons of natural subordi and is an intrinsic

featu e of liberal thought. (Green. 1986, p. 27)

Tapper(1986) notes that, to some extent, the theoryof John Stuart il '
makes a distinetion between rational public man and private woman. While Mill
supports the equality of women, the underlying and unstated assumption made |
by him is that women must compete within the existing social framework. In fact,
Mill upholds many of the positions traditionally prescribed for women, a notion he ‘
supported throughout his life. 3

(A woman’s main goal] would continue to be marriage to-a man she

loved; her occupation after marriage would be to 'adorn and beautify 3
life' by sharing’ fully and intelligently her husband’s occupation and ~ * Y
interests.... [Milll saw no benefit to a wife's contributing to the income y
of the family, on the grounds that her work in the household and the

rearing of children were her contribution to the family unit. (Rossl.

1970, p. 23)

P \
Mill clearly separates the roles of women from those of men, but he feels

e -

2lphysical strength can be shown to be socially constructed. For a good discussion of societies .
where women are revered warriors and feared by men in their own culture as well as neighboring
. villages, see the work of Sanday (1981).

‘e
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that women must be on an equal intellectual footng with men so that husband
and wife can communicate on an equal basis.??

Feminist demands that would eliminate the privatepublic distinction
threaten the foundation of liberal thought ffapper, 1986, p. 42).

(The liBeral framework]...requires a division between the public and the
private within the social based on a division of public and private
features of persons, and the public aspects have been extrapolated fgpm
ideal concepts of manliness and traditional assvmptions about the roles

of men. (T: pe:?ﬁ p. 43)

For example, the incfusion of children in all aspects of our lives would radically
change our concept of public (professional) as opposed to private
(personal/emotional) life. Bringing children to executive and board meetings
would destroy much of the professionalism that has been created and used to
distinguish certain status holding and power groups from those who wield little
prestige or power. -

- This distinction between public man and private woman is also ingrained
in the liberal thinking of our time. Gender roles are fsumed to.be a givens
unchangmg over time, and of little lmportance in discussions of equality and
Jjustice.* J

UP to this point, I have tried to show that the construction of. liberal
theory, as exemplified by Rousseau and Mill, has two important elements: (1)
nature is viewed ds a pre-social condition which can be tapped by the removal of
social and moral restrictions, and' (2) liberal thought clearly> distinguishes
between private and public affairs and has been concerned with social justice only
as it applies to the public realm.

\ <

Both "of these have clear implications for the debate over
pornography which has occurred in the last thirty-five years. [ will now explore
the recent historical implications of liberal theory on this debate and make two
points: first, that the ‘liberal view of nature affects how liberals view
pornography, and second, that this view has implications for how liberals
perceive the function of leg‘l!latmn in regulatmg this matter.

22] g not mean to underestimate the importance of Mill's work in the emancipation of women, it
is clear that his work. has important implications for both, 19th and 20th century women,
aiso clear that, whie liberal doctrine allows women the grounds on which to oppose their exclusion
from education, voting, (etc.), liberal theory is not formulated with gender relathons i mind,
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3.2.3. The recent debate on pornography and sexualizyj

The New Left politics and the sexual revolution of the 1960s were made
possible by the liberal writings on civil liberties and freedom of speech by those
such as John Stuart Mill. This freedom of speech meant freedom to reject
traditignal values, garticularly the values imposed on citizens by the church
(McCormack, 1980a, pp. 37-38).

At this time, much of the di i reforms ‘o laws
emphasized the individual's rights to decide on sexual matters based on the
liberal tenet of individual freedom. Liberals argued that all regulation of
pm‘ogruphy should end because pornography was not a public policy matter, but
rather a question of personal and individual moral standards. They believed that
only harmful i should be restricted.

The liberal views pornography as positive and life affirming, a part of
human sexuslity that is grounded in human instinct. Any anempt to suppress it

is an attempt to suppress sexuality. "

For the hberal, the pornographer.is a pioneer, battling against the
cultural repressions which have truncated our ability to be freely sexual
beings. Pornography is understood as a- medium which proclaims that
“sex need not be restricted to-procreation, that sex can be fun and that it
need not be grounded in a love relationship to be a valid and perhaps a
valuable human experience. (Killoran, 1983, p.- 446)

Any sort of restriction on access to pornography was seen as a threat to thd
free dissemination of ideas. During the early 1960s, the anti-censorship argument
made sense, especially considering the general climate that repressed information

' on subjects such as birth control. In this sense, the liberal argument against the
_restriction of sexuality was an attempt to subvert the repressive moralist climate
of the time (Clark, 1980,%. 10).

3.2.4. Feminist analysis of liberal theory

Anti-pornography feminists of the 1960s and 1970s argued that the liberal
doctrine of free speech meant the right of men to impress their view of sexuality
on all of saciety. Feminists maintained that, because men controlled the means of
communication, only the male view was conveyed: They argued that free speech
did not express the opinions of all people because all members of society did not
huve -equal access to the mechanisms of communication. Many, such as

Ki (1986), maintained that, in reality, free speech allowed
certain nflmg segments of society to have a monopoly on discourse.

In a-society of gender inequality the spéech of the powerful impresses its
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view upon the world, concealing the truth of powerlessness under that
despairing acquiescence which provides the appearance of consent and-
makes protest inaudible as well as rare. (MacKinnon, 1936. p. 71)

For men, the doctrine of free speech made some sense..but "for women, the
urgent issue of freedom of speech [was] not primarily the avoidance of state
intervention as s&mh, but finding an affirmative means to get access to speech”
(MacKinnon, 1986, -p. 73). Feminists “argued that what liberalism never
understood was that "the free speech of men silences the free speech of v men"
(MacKinnon, 1986, p. 71). - '

Ferpinists argued that the liberal model that called for an unrestricted flow
of ideas did not account for the sexist society in which pornography was made and
distributed. Liberals who saw pomography as a form of noncomphance with
conservative views did not that existing
patriarchal views, lf!d by both the conservative and liberal alike.

" For the liberal and the conservative, pornography expands the boundaries
of acceptable sexual pracnces. but for the feminist it institutes and reinforces
"boundary i " "Por i the existing

structure i le/femal and the pdsition of women in
socu!ty {Killoran, 1983, p. 447). For the anti-pornography feminist, the liberal
focus on civit liberties and free speech detaches ,the discussion of pornography

from the lived realities of women and_places it in an”abstract-discourse that’

ignores the violence, ion, and ar
basis.

that women face on a daily

For these ini hy and lity must be d within
a patriarchal context. Sexuality is a highly charged political issue that deals with
the power relations between women and men. Feminists spent much time
analyzing these power relations and exbosing pornography’s message, but the
feminist concern about that message was never taken seriously. The liberal
reaction 'to the feminist claim about the power dynamic in pornography was to
view pornography purely as sexual entertainment that had, they claimed, little to
do with reality. Many liberals put.forward the argument that pornographic
material was nothing but fantasy and that people view it as just that, mere
fantasy. Such an argument assumes that the social construction of sexuality can
be separated from one imposed:by natiire and that people can distinguish between
what i is seen on a day-to-day bnsns ?nd what reality, in fact, is. The liberal
nrgument also assumes, that hic fantasy in
videos, and advertising does not influence our perception of reality,

«The liberals intdined two icting premises
At the time of Playboy magazine's introduction in the early 1950s, llberals argued
‘that pornography was a liberating force, but, as feminists exposed its inherent
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sexist bias, the argument in support of pornography changed from seeing 1t as
liberating to asserting that it was mere fantasy. In response, feminists have
argued that pornography is not mere fantasy, distanced from reality, but is.the
construction of patriarchal sexual values. Feminists argue chat reality is, in fact
socially constructed. Once in mass ci large of

images along with other sexist media forms serve as a powerful device reinforcing
stereotypic-views of women and men.

3.2.5. Feminist responses to liberal view

In the early 1980s, polarization of the feminist movement into two factions
occurred. The movement split into libertarian feminists versus the radical
feminists. These two factwns developed from different assumptions andv*
hi ical of lity, power, and human nature.

The libertarian view originates from liberal ideology and the expansion of
liberal doctrine to include equality for women. The radical feminist position
rejects much of liberal thinking, Both positions question the assumption of #pre-
existing natural self and argues that sexuality is the social corMtruction of
-patriarchy, but the libertarian feminist places individual rights éver societal
rights. These two positions clearly divide the feminist movement on the issue of
pornography. The end result is that the libertarian feminist supports any kind of
¢onsensual pleasure,2? and for this reason, supports “sadomasochism,
pornography, role oriented sex, cruising, and adult/child sexual relations"2*
(Fergusun. I9B~I p 107). Radical feminists, on the other hand "condem

cruising (| i sex with
strangers), ndult/chxld sexual relations, and sex role playing (e.g., butch/femme
relationships)"2% (Ferguson, 1984, p. 107). The central concern of the feminist
libertarian is the removal of sexual restrictions, while the central concern of the
radical is the deconstruction of patriarchal sexuality.

23For example, Duggan, Hunter and Vance (1985) assert that anti- Sornozraphy feminists use
terms such as "degradation” ‘(eu: .)-to_describe pornographic material. an, et, al.’ argue that
mxuhhuﬁ);: negative *!'!‘bct of cen::rmg mmarm{l d},ll shows panorlrzunn w}:h nmmnlls or movies
sucl roat. They argue that pornography a positive functio at sexual images are
70 more hanafal than adve zi‘s‘.‘n m ¢ lszulnlwn hnpedu rather than advances feminist goals,
and that women do not

For o complete discusson of the feminist lbertarian position see Bucstyn (1985), Echos
(10ni R IRl fogumion, of the o

25n is important to recognize that the pamography debate whnch has ‘been polarized to rz this
dichotomy, hag, in fact, many anomalies. Ma tarian femi for example, who do not
.accept a ulticnlld. sexusl relations may accept pornography as ey ,mm asochism as consenting
conduct and many radical feminists may not uluec: to sexual encounters for pleasure only.



Ann Ferguson, in her article "Sex War: The Debate between Radical and
Libertanian Feminists." builds two paradigms that clanfy the stance taken by
each side in the debate. Ferguson says that the libertarian feminist is concerned
with sexual pleasure and the removal of any restrictions., moral. legal or
otherwise, that impede one’s pleasure. The libertarian believes that sexuality 1s

> presently repressed and that sex is characterized as either normal. healthy sex, or
abnormal, unhealthy sex. Libertarian feminists argue that sexual freedom can
only be actualized by refusing to distinguish between correct and incorrect sexual
practices.?® Ideally, sexuality should be agreed on vy all participants (Ferguson,
1984, p. 109). Libertarians distinguish fantasy and role playing from reality and
do not acknowledge a link between such behaviour and women's subordination. In
other words, they believe that people distinguish -between play enactment of
power relations and power relations as they occur in reality. They insist that
proof of a direct link between sexual violence against women in pornography and
violence against women in real life is necessary before any restriction of access is
permitted.27? b

The libertarian argues, that.as feminists, we must acknowledge that many
people enjoy role playing forced sex with their partner(s) and that such activity is
distinguishable from coercive force, where one or more of the participants is held
beyond their will.

ontemplating them from a safe distance, and in\a totally different
context, is apparently highly erotic to consumers of what the anti-porn
movement calls "violent pornography'.... The symbols that make danger
erotic may in their usual context be quite repellent: the implements and -
insignig of “ar, repression, or torture. The wish to encounter those
terriffing realities at as close a*‘range as possible under highly
contrhiled circumstances is the impulse behind many activities. (Ellis,
1983, p. 121)

-
,Here ‘we see danger and violence taken out of its real life context and

26while the libertarians argue against, taking any position on what constitutes eal sexual
behaviour, they are, in fact, between good and bad sexual practices. the latter being
5 form of restriction on sexuality r nonconsensual sexuality

27Demand
almost impossible to pry
violence because it is impossible to control for all extraneous v var
be controlled, using experimental findi -ng. o predict social i u\e real world is diffic
There_are just too many factors accounting for how people behave. Al n safely say is unu
there is maunting evidence that violent pornography i correlated with violence against women an
childre

2 s0fa and stratagle pusiton to adopt betaues such & causal link is
e ocml sciences. neve hnl F nagr;\ph{ causes
all

':'—

What is being raised here is the question of ephumnioq‘y & question upk, wpecifie,uet 10
pornography. Al ‘studies ga evidence. What is
ooty Y that the parnogranny ishie divisive, that ev:dence hich hormaily woutd be

oned is being used as a mechaniam o stall legal actlo
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structured into a form that can be safely enjoyed. The question that must be
asked is: What d hes femmnist sad i role playing from
patriarchal sadomasochism? Does one condemn mainstream sadomasochistic
magazines as oppressive while supporting a feminist sadomasochistic publication
as liberating? The libertarian femxnlst -answers that, even though the context in
which each of these magazines is produced is different,?® both must be accepted
as consenting acts. The libertarian stresses that consent between participants is
the true test of whether a parti act is or They
believe feminism must oppose all restrictions on non-coercive sexual behaviour.

[One way] of infusing an exclusionary moralism into the women's
movement [is through] implicitly criticizing women who cultivate
“incorrect’ fantasies, who wear ‘iricorrect’ clothingy or who are aroused
by 'incorrect’ images or behaviors. (Ellis, 1983, p. 120)

P

Feminist libertarians, like most liberal thinkers, see two main positions in
the pornography and sexuality debates, the moralist view versus the liberalist.
Libertarians accuse the feminist sntx-pornogrnphy moyvement of moralist

tendencies.
L3
The radical ini see the li inists and libernls as

rnm-ung into a dogmatic posmon. They beluv{ that philosophical abstractions
such as free ‘speech ignore both research gvidbnce and the lived realities of
women. By omitting the discussion of gender relations, the vision of women's
equality is lost in a theoretical debate over correct ideology. The radicals argue
that the feminist movement is founded on the personal as a political force, and
that these personal réalities must direct feminist action. Irene Diamond (1984)
argues that free speech must be the basis of feminist analysis, but she criticizes
liberal thought for reifying this concept into hard and fast rules that do not
account for changes in the human condition. What is missing, she says, is the
nexus between theory and women's reality. Diamond goes on to argue that
"tolerance is progressiye only when all people have access to. authentic
information .and disparate power.positions do not exist - when persons are not
being manipulated" (p. 79).

MacKi (1982) ds that consent masks the patriarchal
mnncrar of the action unda{' question: This focus ignores the social and economic
realities of women and other minrities, and it"also ignores the fact that consent
is often the product of socialized. tolerance. Women learn to obtain pleasure from
sexual servitude to men. Ferguson (1984) believes that feminists must:

28France (1984) for ¢ hes batwean the power held b 2;:- and women. She
contends that men mi ey hold real world, but women
not hold or mw power ln lhc ulne 'way. Frlm o Illl that feminist ndamsochum does not
npmdm patriarchal powes
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...examine the concept of consent xgself in order to explure hidden power
structures that place women in urfequal (hence coercive) positions. That
some avowed feminists think they condent to sadomasochism and to the
consumption of pornography does not indicate that the true conditions
for consent are present. Libertarians must show why these cases differ
from the battered wife and 'happy housewife’ syndromes - something
they have not yet convincingly done. (Ferguson, 1984, p. 110)

According to the radical, by seeking unquestioned pleasure, we continue to
live within a patriarchal framework igporing the effect and outcome of our
actions.

Merely to remove the onus placed upon the sexual exgressiveness of
women is a hollow victory if the sexuality they become/ freer to enjoy
remains the old‘one that converts,women into objects ../. This alrea
"freer’ sexuality mostly reflects a ‘spurious ideal freedom: the right 2}?
each person, briefly, to exploit and dehumanize someone else. Without a
change in the very norms of sexuality, the liberation of women is a
meaningless goal. Sex as such is not liberating for women. Neitheruis
more sex. (Sontag, 1973 in MacKinnon, 1982, pp. 533-534.)

Ferguson (1984) says the radical feminist views sexuality as a vehicle
through which patriarchy perpetuates the myth of female submissiveness and
male domination, hence the rejection of sadomasochism. The radical believes that
sadomasochism and other practices that uphold control or implied control over

anohher through psychalomcal or physical means, whether in real life or "play"

is a of patriarchal thought, and in the end, leads to the-
perpetuation of the patriarchy. The radical’s view of equality is therefore much
different from the feminist libertarian who places emphasis on consent as the
deciding factor in determining whether an action is acceptable or not. To the
radical, equality and bondage are a contradiction in termg. For true sexual
freedom to occur, human lity must be ised .in an i of
respect and mutuality that does not entail power imbalances of any kind, Radical
feminists insist that women must reclaim their own sexuality by refudtng to
paptake in sexual activities where a power imbalance exists. k

- The libertarian feminist is clearly aligned with liberal thinking! Both
liberal' and feminist libertarians view sexuality from similar philosophical
perspectives in terms such as sexual repression, freedom of expression, consent

“and pléasure. Both insist that.sexuality is an individual matter, and that

plea;ure should be the primary mechanism in determining sexual practices. Legal
restrictions are only permissible where dn‘_ect harm can be empirically shown.
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This chapter examines the discourse involved in the present pornography
debate. Three ideologies are identified: the conservative, the liberal, and ‘the
feminist positions. The feminist position is composed of two factions: the
libertarian position and the radical feminist position.

Both the conservative and liberal views contend that a natural human
condition exists, and that this stateof being precedeq the socialized self. The
difference between the two lies in their view of human ess}nce The conservative
views it as destructive, and for that reason, supports repressive measures that
regulate moral action. The liberal views nature as positive and is committed to
uncovering natural pleasure by ing P social i Both
views are constructed in a patriarchal context which supports the belief in men’s

“natural” domination over women. Bnth see pornography as the depnctmn Qf
"natural” sexual activity. "

The conservative believes human nature is violent, self-seeking, -and’

heterosexual, monogamous marriagel The conservative’s main ‘concern is
upholding the moral fabric of society as dictated by religious téachings. This is
done through legal intervention enforcing the moral conformity of all members of
society. Viewing pornography is considered harmful because it threatens to
uncover the baseness of human nature, which can, once’ exposed, lead to the
disintegration of society and the undermmmg of religious doctrine.

The liberal views human nature in a positive light, but sees sexuahty as
presently repressed and in reed of liberation. Human sexuality is viewed. as the
exchange of pleasure between consenting participants. _The liberal sees
pornography as part of this human sexuality. Liberal congern is’ mainly with -
freedom of expression and the rights of each individual to determine their own ife
without restriction or intervention. Any attempt to suppress pornography is an
attempt to repress sexuality and a threat to the free dissemination of ideas. The
liberal believes that viewing porpography is an individual moral decision and
that legal intervention is justified only where the behaviour under question can
be directly demonstrated to harm others.

Liberal analysis is concerned pnmanly with the nghr.s of individuals. It is
not concerned with the collective effect on society of all individuals acting in their
own best interests. C ition between individual of society is seen as
positive. The liberal extends this right to compete to women, but believes that

@ natural inequalities are not unjust. ' >

is only as a means of procreation’ within a .




The-libertarian feminyst 1s closely aligned with liberal thought. She extends
the liberal doctrine to inclade women, and sees freedom of speech m!lmdmdum
rights to setf- actualization asprimary. The l)berlanan feminist diffeds from the
liberal in that she sees as the i in

the equality Bezween the sexes™ S ¥ =

Thg radical feminist. v:ews nature as a social construct that 1s presenzlv
under the dominion of the patriarchy, The main concern of the radical feminist s
the deconstruction of patriarchal Society. This is considered essentjal before true
equality between women and men can be achieved. The ra | believes that
sexuality should be an intimate bonding between consenting adults who
participate as equals Control over women's sexuahty, the central mechsmsm n
‘men’s ability to oppress women, must be in the hands of women,

Radial feminists view the sexual revolution as suppthg .sexual
stereotypes) that reinforce- traditional views of women and men. They criticize
_liberal ideology for keeping patriarchal viéws'intact and supporting only male-
.deﬁnéd social justice. Legal intervention in®the case of pornography is justified ,
_ because pornography creates a climate that undermines the equality of women,
hy (1) reinforcing the attitude that women are inférior to men, (2) portraying
“ woinen as sexual objects/whose primary function in life is the sexual “gratification
of men, (3) perpe:uahng Lhe myth that -women enjoy rape, ‘and (4) condoning
behaviour that treats women'in a degrading and humiliating manner. The
radical feminist sees pérnography as an.equal rights issue. Radical feminist
analysis focuses on the collecuve effect on women of all individuals acting within
a patnar:hnl framework.



’ Chapter 4
THEORETICAL CONSIDERAT[ONS IN
THE STUDY OF SOCIAL MOVEMENTS

. ‘

4.1 SOCIAL-PSYCHOLOGICAL AND RESOURCE MOBILIZATION
THEORIES: DEBATES OVER FOCUS IN EXPLAINING THE
EMERGENCE OF SOCIAL MOVEMENTS

Sociological research has tradi ly utilized social ical theories,
collective behaviour,?® and relative deprivation®® to explain why individuals
ici in the e of social 31 and why people are

predisposed to take action (Ferree and Miller, 1985, p. 38; Klandermans, 1984, p.
583). The primary focus of this early research is personality, alienation,
discontent, and ideology (Klandermans,: 1984, p. 583). Social movements are seen
as emerging due to "structural strains” occurring in the social system. These
strains, viewed as societal disruptions “in a previously copatetic social
environment, cause discontent among those, adversely affected by change
(Jenkins, 1983, p. 528). Accordingly, uminrsv.andmg how and why discontent
arjses is central to undersundmg participant action. All these theories follow
collective behavioural models that assume that so;ul movement activity is a form
of illogical, le, and eh which occurs in society from
time to time (Klandermans, 1984, p. 583). .

Empirical research has not r that social parti
differ in personality traits from the population at large, nor has the unporunce of
the ideology or relative deprivation of participants been ascertained
(Klandermans; 1984, p. 583).- Although relative deprivation has not been
abandoned as an explanatory factor. more recent research has focuged on the

- Mcollective behawiour theori ibsumed the study of social movements under lhe hrnnd heading
of collective behaviour which includes the sludy of such occurrences as mass riots (ef
¥ o

30Relative deprivation theory contends that social movements are "attempts to ucury or make
palatable invidious comparisons between ones self and significant others”(Wilson, 1973, p. 81).

3‘(  have adopted Zald and Ash's (1966) deﬁmunn of social movements which definés a movement
“pervasive and cvll«uve ulempl f a number of people w change individuals or societal
uumnuons and structures”



.mpanance of resource availability in accounting for mavement mumlu..\tmn In
effect.™”

resource mobilization’ theorists have argued that grievances are
secondary. Tilly (1978), Jenkins and Perrow (1977). “und Oberschall
(1978a) have argued that grievances are, relatively constant. deriving
from structural conflicts of interest built into social institutions, and
that movements form because of long-term changes in group resources,
organkation, and oppanumues for collective action. (Jenkins. 1983, p.
530) -+

In effect, sociological concern since the 1960s has shifted away from how
people form groups to the study of how groups gain access to resources (Ferree
and Miller, 1985, p. 39). With this shift, social analysis has begun to concentrate

-on the organization of movements rather than the individual actors within 1t
(Ferree and Miller, 1985, p. 39). How researchers viéw social movements has also
changed. Researchers no longer regard social movements as going through various
set stages from incepthfn to, disgolution. rather, sucml,muvemem\s a}é seen in
more dynamic terms which stress historical and environmental factors in
deur;nmmg movement patterns (Jenkins, 1983, p. 543). Also, movements . are no
longer seen as temporary aberrations, but as agents of social change.
Participants are understood as rational beings who weigh the costs of becoming
pahtlcally involved in mm:-mng change. Rather than focusing on theories of
iour, resource ilization theory sees mo formazmn as'due
to the ability of interest grnups t6 mobilize (Jenkins, 1983, p. 530). Discontent
must be followed by the right combination of resources and opportunities before
collective action can occur. Much of this phange in focus can be attributed to the
civil rights and student activism of the 1960s which helped shift the researchers’
emphasis away from viewing mass social action as irrational behaviour. !

Resource mobilization theory explains social movement formation by
concentrating on several factors (ie. discontent, resource availability, and
organizational as well as political opportunities), but one of the main critictsms of
the theory has been that it “underestimates the significance of grievances and

ideology a3, i of garticipation” (Kland 1984. p. 584). Jenkins
(1983), referring to resource theories, says that "In general, the formation of

is\linked to improve in the status of aggrieved groups, not
because of griewances created by the 'revolution of rising t

because these cha fs reduce the costs of mobilization and improve the likelitiood
of success" (p. 532)) Jenkins goés on to argue for a multifaceted approach that
“can account for discontent as well as structural factors.

Recently, there has been a move towards the integration of both social-
psychological -and resource mobilization theories in explaining social
(Klandermans, 1984; Jerkins, 1983; Ferree and Miller, 1985; Sinclair, 1987;
Fireman and Gamson, 1979). According to Ferree and Miller (1985):
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Resource theorists have adopted incentive models in qrder to escape the

- emphasis on deviance implicit in previous social psychological
explanations of social movements. While we accept their crtictsms of
deviance approaches, the shortcomings of the incentive model lead us to
urge the adoption of a social psychological approach that can shed light
on the linkage between structural conditions, articulated demands, and
personal participation. (Ferree and Miller, 1985, pp. 42-43)

Wilson (1973) looks to structural analysis as well as participant motivation
to identify the conditions that account for the emergence of social movements.
Structural analysis stresses examination of the social system on a macro level
rather than focusing on the individ ible for . The
main concern is the social, ic, and political constitution of

* society and its division into competing social groups. Structural chnnges in

variables such as age, séx, income, or are seen as
factors that bring about the necessary conditions for action. "The muost
unfortunate result of adopting the [structurall..approach is that it obscures

“and...conceals impulses to change which emanate from within society itself.... The

temptation is to look outside the community" (Wilson, 1973, p. 54).

To ur d why individuals take the injtiative to bring people together,
we are directed to examine individual attitudés, feelings, and expectations, that
is, participant motivation. Structural conditions alone cannot explain why people
join. Ultimately it is the individual who must decide whether to become involved
(Klandermans, 1984, p. 584). Questions such as whether change can effectively be
made within the confines of the existing social and political environment must be
conside i

L ing the social envi and the historical context in which -
the movement evolves is necessary to explain why a movement forms. Such
background information allows us to.understand preconditions to movement
formation, but tension gnd .strain within any social structure do not invariably
lead to the formation of & social movement. Other factors must be operative as
well. First, all other channels available to institute change from within the
iyniem must be unavailable w the members of society. Second, potential

must by within the éxisting social
structure and believe that collective action can in fact secure change. Third, the
necessary resources must be brought together in the right combination. Most
social movements that organize to bring about specific changes within. the social
structure, must define the issues, decide on a position that is acceptable to the
general population, and recruit mémbers (Ferree and Miller, 1985, p. 48). These _
steps must be accomplished with reference to the resources available and the
limitations placed on these resources due to internal structural, as well as
external constraints (Freeman, 1979, p. 170).
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Movements direct their efforts toward strengthening their position
along both dimensiwns: achieving control over resources and over the
way in which the issue is deﬁl\e Resources are not the sole source of

or tactical di . Like . deology affects both
the relationship of mnvements to societies ‘in which they operate and the
internal of the th . (Ferree and Miller,
1985, p. 48)

4.2. MOVEMENT EFFORTS

42.1. Controlling necessary resources, rorx

ization

Maobilization is the process by which a_group secures collective control
over the resources needed for collective action. The major -issues,
by the group prior to mobilization

are the
-efforts. (Jenkins, 1983, p. 533)

Resources must be used by movement organizers to mobilize others to act,

but the amount of resources necessary will depend on the geographical distance
between those: who must be mobilized. If, ‘for example, the majority of the
population live close to one another, mobilizing will be relatively essy and
economnical. ! ‘

Resources may come from within or outside the existing social structure.
For example, .professional movemdhts rely more on external resources such as
paid staff, ical advisors, and from member izati rather
than internal resources from individual members. In fact, professional movements
often have a very small, if not non-existent, membership base. For example,
certain segments of the worien’s movement, such as the Advisory Councils on the
Status of Women set up by the provincial governments, may be considered
professional movements. Those heading thé councils are sometimes past women's
movernent activists who see the councils as helping the women's movement
through existing government ‘and community structures. Mass movemenpts on the
other hand, must rely on internal resources. They have large memberships and
operate most often through volunteer stafl. Thieir activities are usually directed at
mass parti ion of thieir ips. The large number of participants makes
them a viable force, whereas professional movements, rely on strong lobbying
efforts directed at key people in authority.

The ilable to any social depend on the structure of
the under i i it affects not only the use and
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effectiveness of these resﬂ;ces‘ but also the strategies and tactics chosen by the
movement. The structural component of a social movement refers not only to the
organizational form, b‘un also to the leadership and decision making structures.
Structure is rarely the product of a conscious decision by the group. Usually it is
a product of the individual values held by the organizers, and often it depends
largely on the skills these organizers bring to the movement. The 'best structure
for a movement depends on the goals the movement wishes to achieve. and often
the movement’s structure is tied to the social structure in which the movement
must operate (Jerams, 1983, p. 540). Internal and external shifts can affect
structure. For example, when leadership changes, there is ysually an
accompanying change in th basic structure of the organization. Structural’
change is also apparent.at different stages of the movements life cycle) For some
movements, the will to sustain the movement as a viable force well beyond its
ability to create and maintain public interest and support is accompanied by an
increase in bureaucratization. When this occurs the movement may come to
tesemble a business rather than a social movement,

The | organization of a social can vary d on
the goals and purpose of the . Usually ents possess i of
many different structural types. A cthtralized structure for ethple. is usually
hierarchical in nature with a power base that is central to one organizing body. It
has a strong division of labor' and is best suited for promoting institutional
change. A decentralized structure, on the other hand, has little hierarchy and
little central control. Its division of labor is relatively simple, and often it is
composed of many diverse groups. Its'best asset is its ability to reach many people
via recruitment from its various affiliated organizations. An example of a
decentralized structure would be the women's movement, which is made up of
many diverse groups that take action on issues of concern to them within their
community, but whose efforts are not centrally co-ordinated. In total, these
groups working individually make up the movement. Inclusive and exclusive
organizational sl;ructures are distinguished by r.he degree of commitment they
réquire to certain jonal values. i do not require
much commitment of time or attitude change on the part of the recruit, while
exclusive organizations require strict adherence to the values espoused by the
movement. For example, some religious groups demand extended initiation
periods  before membership is granted, while others grant membership by
.birthright: An orgamzatlonal structure thnt is pamcularly relevant to the study
of the i in N dland is the coalition structure,
which will be discussed along with its decision making structure in the section on
movement strategies.
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Resource mobilization theories point to the need lor certain key resources as
pr i for the of a social . These resources can be
divided into two main categories: human resources and monetary resources. How
a movement obtains the necessary human resources depends on the recruitment
stramgms employed by thg organizers. In turn, who is recruited affects the

ical position of the & its activities, strategies. and structure. ‘

Ferree and Miller (1985) contend that recruitment strategies employed by
social movements have "conse uences for the d-internal d.
of the movement as a whole" (p. 39). They identify three main recruitment
strategies used by organizers to mobilize people. These include: (1) the Coalition
Strategy, (2) the Conversion Strategy, and (3) the Direct Action Strategy.

In the coalition approach, a social movement aligns itself with existing
social and community groups that have their own goals which are often
unconnected to the movements. By aligning with su¢h groups,the movement
can: (1) use the influence and power base of these groups in lobbying, and (2)
encourage member groups to take up the cause by pressuring governmént.
authorities on movement issues (Ferree and Miller, 1985, p. 49). In effect,
aligning with other well known and established community groups gives a social
movement respectability and status in the eyes of potential recruits, government
members, and the general public.

A coalition strategy is more likely where the ideological position of the
movement is congruent with the dominant social system's. Movements that use .
this approach are usually not concerned with changing the beliefs of the groups
with which they align; their main concern is to gain as much support from as
many urganmnans as possxble (Ferree and Miller, 1985, p 50). Forming

restricts the moy to advo moderate
social reforms. Movemem.s wishing to radically transform society are unable to
convince community groups that they can benefit from a coalition approach
(Ferree and Miller, 1985, p. 50).

The coalition approach is also a popular option when amalgamation
"promises greater facilities,...financial aid, or i of goals. Thus coali
are more likely when..the costs of igvesting- in the coalition seem small in
comparisons with the potential benefits” (Zald and Ash, 1966, p. 335). Conhtnom
offer certain direct benefits, but conflict due to differing perspectives of varlous
member interest groups is also likely, especially when these interest groups.
become actively involved in the policy decisions of the movement. In the long-run,
coalitions tend towards an inclusive structure that does not requife much
commitment of time or attitude change on the part of member groups.

A...coalition leads to a search for a common denominator to which [all]
part\es chn agree. The more conservative part...finds itself with more
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radical goals and vice versa... . The more conservative
members...and the more radical member...may find that the goals (or
tactics)...are no longer congenial. Both extremes drop away.
Furthermore, now only one organization speaks for the movement,
whereas before several voices clamored for change. (Zald & Ash, 1966, .
p. 335-336)

The two recn.m.ment strategies described below can be used by any

of They are i more by

movement goals than by str}acture. Con- _rsion is aimed at recruiting those most
open to persuasion through the use of information based on logical deduction and
scientific fact (Ferree and Miller, 1985, p. 51). Discussion leaders provide a new
world view within which a problem can be analyzed. Through discussion, the
potential recruit is brought to a particular understanding of the subject matter
that they had not previously questioned. Potential recruits come to see a problem
not as an individual, personal one that only they are experiencing, but as one
having a direct link to the sncml aysum (Ferree and Miller, 1985, p. 44). Most
often the use and personal conmct.s to réach
potential recruits (Ferree and Miller, 1985, p. 50).

Direct action recruitment is used when thé organizers are concerned with
mobilizing peopla to work for the movement. regardless of their values. In many
cases, such a recruitmeht strategy is temporury and those recruited often stay
only for short time periods (Ferree and Miller, 1985, p. 52).

Fireman and Gamson (1979) identify another recruitment strategy whereby

a social movement emerges as an extension of another movement. This is usually

the case where movement organizers have been actively involved in"the parent

group prior to mobilizing efforts. Organizers may split from the parent movement

to concentrate. specifically on one of the movement’s issues. In this case, the new

may have the i support of the parent group. On the other

hand, the new movement leaders may feel that the parent movement is split on

an issue. In such a case, organizers try to recruit branches of the parent

organization that have concerns similar to those of the emerging movement (pp.
24-25). =

Contact is a necessary condition before recruitment can occur. The ability
to secure individual members is a function not only of individual ideological
values, but also factors such as the time i and outside obligati of
the potential recruit (Snow, Zurcher, Jr., and Ekland-Olson, 1980, p.. 792).
Recruitment strategy is also an important factor. Snow, Zurcher, Jr., and Ekland-
Olson (1980) found that organizers who recruit by direct contact through
networks outside the movement produce the highest number of recruits (p. 792).
Other factors also determine recruitment strategy. The number of members may
not be as important as the quality of members recruited. For example, as
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mentioned earlier, because professional movements are more apt to recruit a
small but specialized membership base, they are more likely to recruit through
personal contact than are mass social movements. :

Social are i by many forces. In effect,
"organizers are subject to a range of internal and external pressures which affect
their viability, their internal structure and processes, and their ultimate sucess
in attaining goals” (Zald and Ash, 1966, p. 327). The outcome of a movement's
activities is dependent on: (1) the strategies of the 1ovement; (2) the suppu}\for.
and opposition to the movement; (3) the position and values of those in power;
and (4) the political environment (Jenkins, 1983, p. 543). Adapting to constraints
may involve redirecting aims and/or structural and strategic change (Zald and

-Ash, 1966, p. 328). &

Of the external constraints, the two most important are the values held by
society at large and the ability of opponents to mobilize. The attitudes of society
affect the . ent’s ability- to i ial members and must be
considered when lﬁaking policy decisions. A social movemént that disregards
historical and cultural factors affecting the beliefs and s'entiéxenta of the populace
decreases its chance of success. A movement caniiot rely on theoretical ideals to
gain support; it must adopt a pragmatic approach. Usually, "in the process of
accommodating to the society, the goals of the [movement] become watered down,"
but the influence society has on the is also on the
and ‘goals of the movement itself (Zald and Ash, 1966, p. 332). If the goal is to
offer a radical alternative to the present social structure, the movement will be
less concerned with pressure from society to modify its position. For example,
some women's groups offer retreats where women can live alternative lifestyles.
These alternatives are part of the grass roots action of the radical faction of the
women's movement who are searching for new forms of feminist living
arrangements. .

0O ition to a social can be i or unorganized and can
have negative as well as positive effects on the movement. Opposition can
enhance group solidarity by defining an identifiable enemy, but it may also lower

morale by ing the ion that the ition has more

"influence and support than it actually has (Freeman, 1979, p. 187).

Organized countermovements often appear as social movements reach
maturity. An example of this phenomenon is R.E.A.L. women (Real, Equal, Active
for Life), a group formed in the 198]03 to oppose ferninist organizations. '{hn
group formed at a time‘when the women's movement was well organized and had
achieved substantial gains for women in many areas. Because news reporting
depends on "new" and i ehts, such as REA.L.
women can often capture the publi¢’spotlight.
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Unorganized opposition can also have an effect on a social movement. The
use of authority positions on the part of politicians, and such events as’selective
news coverage can work tn favor of or against a movement's success.

A social movement must also contend with internal constraints. Two
resources that will be briefly discussed here are human resources, including
leadership and ideology, which may act as a resource or constraint depending on
external factors.

People can contribute time, status, knowledge, and .ccess to external
support systems. Of the human resources needed by movements, qualified
organizers/leaders are ‘@)bably the most important. Because movements are
usually temporary organ! zations that have few monetary resources, success may
well depend on leadership expemse, cummnment and ability to execute tactical
maneuvers at the right time. Ulti leadership acts to unify
activists and often provides them with a ﬁrm ideological understanding of how

_ the sqcml system works and why it is in need of change. Leaders/organizers must

reduce cti ization and power within the and be able to
advance the concerns of the movemeént through diplomacy and public relations
skills.|It is the leaders'/organizers’ job to raise the level of public dissatisfaction by
convincing them that the present social system violates highly valued”social
standards and moral laws such as justice, equality, and human rights. Once
lmusnce is ated, the i must offer a solution that gives
the public a vision of a new and improved society. Most good leaders/organizers
possess ‘the ability to empathize with others. and make contacts with and
communicate with potential recmn.s without making them feel intimidated. Good

s must possess kr of the politival process, have access
to networks that can aid movement activities, and possess special abilities such
as communication skills.

4.2.2, Defining the issues: ideological considerations

* Not all movement leaders possess all the requisite skills; even when they
do, their values, expectations and ability to analyse the external environment all
play important roles in- directing movement activities. Orgamzers must interpret
events from their own particular i ical i values,
and ideology affect how one perceives the world and, especially in the case of
leaders, can influence the structure and focus of a movement. ln defining
movament issues, the ideology of i must be id

Wilson (1973) defines ideology as follows:
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An ideology 1s a set of beliefs about the soctal world andehow 1t
operates, containing statements about the rightness of certain soctal
arrangements and what action would be undertaken in the light of
those statements. An ideology is both a cognitive map of sets of
expectations and a scale of values in which standards and imperatives
are proclaimed. Ideology thus serves as a clue to understanding and as
a guide to action, developing in the mind of its adherents an image of
the process by which desired changes can best be achieved. (Wilson.
1973, pp. 91-92)

In effect, an ideology: (1) offers an analysisggf the social structure: (2) aliows the
movement to idéntify the source of, and principles responsible for, discontent; (3)
offers society a new vision/perspective of a just society; and (4) provides a
solution. The solution varies according to the extent to which the existing social
values are called into question.

Ferree and Miller (1985) identify two ways in’ which ideology emerges: (1)
from within the present social system, and (2) from outside it. Both forms of
ideological explanation contend that the present social structure is unjust, but
one takes the form of a complete rejection of the system's ideological base, while
the other accepts the system's. basic premises while asserting that particular
aspects of it's ideology need to be changed (p. 45).

Reform movements emerge from within the present social structure. They
are not in conflict with the predominant ideology. These movements concentrate
on changing the organizational structure of society by focusing on legislative and
cultural reform According to Ferree and Miller (1985), a movement that emerg
‘Gutside the presem social structure usually occurs where a group of people with.
similar life experiences come together and realize that their problems are not
personal ones, but are due to structural conditions in society. Through discussion
of their experiences, the group begins to see that they have been denied certain
rights. As an undérstanding of how the system works against them emerges, so
does a new perspective on the world. This new world view conflicts with the
interests of the dominant ideology, causing emergent social movements to form
outside the existing structure (p. 44-46). .

The extent of a’ movemems ideological analysis depends on the type of

. A to letely rejecting the present system

must have a relatively complex ideological analysis to replace the old one. Such

movements must also be able to mobilize sufficient resources to challenge the

existing vsystem. Often, movements that start out with a mandate to change the

existing social structure are faced with the reality that radical change is,

impossible, given internal and external i Often, these must
resort to a more pragmatic social reform policy.

Unléss the organizing members are committed to’ similar goals ﬂnd value
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systems, policy planmng and other movement acuvities are - difficult and
ineffective at best. Movement leaders must, in order to build group solidanty,
keep conflict and interpersonal strife, and power struggles to a minimum. All
membbrs must, to some extent, accept and assimilate the movement's goals.
Where the policies and positions of the group are not accepted, tension and

! integration is therefi important in

ideological "power plays" occur.
maintaining social movements.

* Group ‘solidarity 1s' greatly enhanced by a clear delineation of.
membership identity in ferms of which each member can perceive
his[/her] likeness to hif/her] fellow(/sister] members and hisl/her]
dissimilarity to outsiders. Locating and describing the opposition and
establishing a firm, favorable self-coneeption on the part of the
membership is another contribution the ideology makes to social
solidarity. (Wilson, 1973, p. 286)

Wilson (1973) sees this integration as "the management of those divisive
tendencies introduced by special interests attached to particular roles and
within a- (p. 265). Ideology plays an important role in

this unifying process: :

Ideologies are formulated for the purpose of, and reflect the particular
position of, social groups. A collectivity which shares certain objective
characteristics in common thus becomes a social movement through the
common adoption of an ideology. (Wilson, 1973, p. 95)

Yhen a social movement forms, its ability to sustain itself is unclear.
Having little, if any, social structure, it must build norms and rules which
imembers of the group will agree to follow. Because pure hierarchical structures
are rare in social movements, group pressure operates to encourage conformity by
individual members to group norms (Wilson, 1973, p. 281). When a movement is

composed of many diyerse groups with different goals and ideological perspectives,-

factions can occur within the movement over the perspective and policies the
movement will ultimately support. It is often the intent of these member groups
to use ivities to infl ities in a direction that will
ultimately produce beneficial effects for their own constituents (Wilson, 1973, p.
11). While the goal of any movement is the improvement of sqciety for all, in fact,
certain groups benefit more by movement success than‘others. Such benefits are
reflected in the strategies and objectives of these groups and must be identified in
the analysis of iviti ifying the domina}t ideology of a social
movement is not an easy task. Differing group perspectives cause different
ideological emphases at different times. When irreconcilable ideological clashes
occur at the policy ftf“u}ntion stage between different interest groups, it is
possible that certain groups will withdraw from actively supporting the
movement. The goals of the movement at this time may be redirected to
accommodate & shift in interests. : '

P
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In analysing the formation of the anti-pornography movement in
Newfoundland, I have adopted aspects from both the social-psychological and
resource mobilization theoretical perspectives. So far, | have provided a brief
historical background to help the reader understand why the formation of the,
anti-pornography movement took place, and I have identified some of the
structural strains within the social system that account for the social, economic,
and political changes giving rise to this Di ion of
formation will concentrate on the ability of organizers to mobilize the necessary
resources, given social and political constraints, the stance and structure adopted
by the CCAP, and its influence on the strategies and tactics chosen by the
organizers. While most emphasis will be placed on an analysis of the Coalition of
Citizens Against -Por: hy and their ibution to and i in the

i ion of the anti-| y in Newfoundland’ and Labrador,
it should be noted that the CCAP does ‘not constitute the anti-pornography
movement in Newfoundland even though it was the central agent for much of the
action that took place in the province. Neither can the group be viewed solely as
a special interest group. The discussion that follows should reveal that the CCAP
was, in fact, an amalgamation of at least three different ideological perspectives
and several interest groups. «




. Chapmr 5
) MOBILIZING FOR ACTION:
NEWFOUNDLAND'S EXPERIENCE

73
5.1 NEWFOUNDLAND FEMINISTS RESPOND TO THE NATIONAL
CONCERN OVER PORNOGRAPHY \\

The anti g it N d whs started by
Newfoundland feminists who had, through their contact with women'’s groups in
other provinces, recognized the importance of becoming involved in the anti-
pornography movement that was spreading across Canada®? The main impetus

. for the movement came from two key people, Ann Bell of the Provincial Advisory
Council on the Status of Women and Dorothy Inglis of the National Action
Committeg on the Status of -women. Both were important players in the
movement at different times. Bell contributed most to laying the groundwork for
the movement in its early stages, while Inglis became recognized most for her
work in the Coalition of Citizens Against Pornography.

The movement clearly had a national impetus. Much work had'taken place
at the national level before undland's formal i A national
coalition had forged, and meetings, workshops, and debates organized by feminist
groups  were :&hdy underway. ‘The Canadian Coalition Against Media
Pornography was important in this process.

In March 1953‘. Maude Barlow, President of the CCAMP, spoke at a
-

37{{ should be noted that the rise of the mnvemenl in Newfoundland and Labmdnr cannot. be
ndmd to any one person. Several women, women's ory nmmmns. and community groups were
volved at various umul and to varying degress, All
ul(lmn c{ ti-pornography movement. Bnc-uu ur tlme limitations, many groups. in
Newfoundland and Luhrndcr who played important roles in the movement have not been given
adequate recognition for their efforts.

te the momentum that -




meeting of women's groups 1n Ottawa held by the Canadian Advisery Council on e
the Status of Women.33 Ann Bell. President of the Newfoundland and Labrador
Provincial Advisory Council on the Status of Women, attended this meeting, a

meeting that had a profound effect on her. and one that would ultimately sow the

speds for Newfoundland's involvement in the anti-pornography movement. > The

lecture. on pornography gave Bell the motivation to get Barlow's message to the i
people of Newfoundland and Labrador. Bell recalls her initial reaction: N

Maude showed excerpts from the Playboy channel in the United
States and [ think that was my first exposure, though | had seen Not a ,
Love Story before when (the] National Film Board screened it. .

It was only when we saw these excerpts..., they were so explicit and
so frightening.... It was so horrendous that that's when | came home
and got the film and decided that I was going to_participate in the
public process of showing it to the general public, trying to get some
reaction.... I'got fired up.... [ had to get up...when.I saw those video's

* Lh'at Maude showed and I said, "This can't go nn’ This is so destructive
e human race, this just can't go on. We can't as human beings
allow this kind of permutation of our soclety"' (Ann Bell, Pursoxn\
mtervmw 1 July 1987.)

Bell's enthusiasm led her to take action. At the pmvincinl level, Bell stated
her concern in a letter dated February 15, 1983 to Norrhan Doyle, the Provincial
Minister of Communications: *
The federal has for this pmblem. &
stating that it is the work of the CRTC [Canadian Radio-television
. Communications] to regulate. CRTC says rhe industry can police itself.
The contract between First Choice TV and Playboy Enterprises point
out the fallacy of that statement [sic].
Women in all areas of r.he province are extremely concerned that
por is mor with the advent of Pay T

On February 17, 1983, Ann Bell and the Administrator of the Advisory
Council, Dorothy Robbins,35 laid charges agairist a local pornography store® for

33ann Bell, Personal interview. 1 July 1987.

3dpig,
5Ann, Bell and Dorothy Robbins ofterr worked. as a team. While [ give recognition to .

le
Robb e s B b iven credit o her Active ol vemmens 1 the RKhE
against pornography.

36The “Escape Hatch” located on Harvey Road, St. John's.
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the sale of pornographic material under Section 160 6f the Criminal Code.” The
charge only resulted in a small fine and the confiscation of a few magazines. but
the knowledge gained by the Council was important. The court procedure was

neffective in tlealing with the g amount of hic material in
local stores.*® Legal action was cumbersome and time consuming, and 1t laid the
ibility for law on the citizen, who had to formally lay a

complaint with police and be willing to testify in court.

Realizing that the display of and access to pornography must be restricted,
Bell took several steps. First, she began to educate the public. She showed Not A
Love Story®® wherever she could get permission to do so. This activity brought her
to places such as Grand Falls, Corner Brook. Stephenville, and finally, to the
Provincial House of Assembly where she tried to educate house members about
the harmful effects of pornography on women.40 While conflucting these
presentations, Bell réalized that the audience’s reaction to her message was
always positive and that there existed a strong element of public support for the
legal iction of por hic material. Bell d ibed this response as follows:

"
:.it was all culminating, and every time you went'to a group and you
would get this reaction, you knew'you had the people behind you. So
that gave us the energy to do other thmgs (Ann Bell, Personal
interview. 1 July 1987.)

And Bell did do other things. She tried to get support”from the’general
public for-the anti-pornography movement. The Advisory Council's mandate to’
advise the government on all issues relating to women's status made it impossible
for the Council to spend a large amount of-time on any one issue. Bell felt that to
bring about the necessary changes, a concerted effort against the pornography
industry was required.

With the onslaught of Cable TV, the videos, and the lack of
governmental controls, we were réally afraid that the same thing would
happen in Canada as in the United States with the proliferation of
pornographic materials. It got out of hand and people [there] felt that
they could not get control back. Before it got too far, we wanted to make
sure there [were] legislative barriers to [control] the dissemination and
production of material in Canada. (Ann Bell, Personal interview. t July
1987.)

37 Advisory Council, File Document.
. v

38Ann Bell, Personal interview. 1 July 1987,
390t A Loup Story was released by Studio D of the National Film Board in 1981.

40Ann Bell, Personal interview. 1 July 1987.

. ‘I ) 3
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For Bell, the timing was crucial. She felt that action was necessary betore Playboy
programming became firmly entrenched on Cable TV.

In April, the Advisory Council wrote the CRTC to complain about 1ts lack of
concern regarding the introduction of "adult" programming on Pay TV.4! When
the CRTC held a public hearing in St. John's, the Provincial Advisory Council
took the opportunity to inform them of the Council's discontent with their policy.
The Council's presentation reads as follows:

1 e women of Canada were astounded when it became apparent that
the CRTC was not going to regulate Pay TV... The Commuission's
response to this protest was to call on the industry to develop voluntary
standards governing program content.

Within a few days we were again astounded when we read of CRTC's
decision- # 83-115, which granted a license to Aim Broadcasting of
British Columbia which proposed to devote 20% of its viewing time to
"adult" programming. So much for the development of voluntary
standards. The decision confirmed our misgivings about the sincerity of
the CRTC and your sensitivity to the serious problem of pornography.

. The council was angered that the CRTC VEo;ed the recommendation of its
own Task Force on Sex-Role Stereotyping which called for all forms of TV
Broadcasting to comply with sex-role guidelines. Bell writes:

To protect Canadian content, the commission ,sets quotas, issues
guidelines, imposes’ definitions, initiates prosecution of offending
hcensees, and spends time, energy, and money on policy formation and

Yet, for "adult agamst which you have
received signi public i the has not even
called a public hearing.... . We are sure that as members of
the CRTC you must feel the frustrauons expressed by the people of this
country. We cannot bellEVe that as a regulatnry agency you can agree to

the i of the por industry,
but you have, and history will record this. (Advisory Council. Brief to
the CRTC Public Hearings in St. John's. April 1985.) - 4

From Bell's experience in the women’s movément, she knew that many
women's groups were divided on the issue of restricting the pornography trade.
Somé women were in favor of government regulation while othérs were posed.
Those opposed felt that icting por was an i of ‘people’s
right of access to sexually explicit material. Freedom of speech was their primary
concern. Others’ felt that pornography infringed on their human rights by
maintaining a climate that oppressed women. The latter believed that
pornography treats women as second class citizens, as sexual objects that can be

- 41Aqn Bell, Letter from the Pruvintia'lfdvimry Council to the CRTC. 12 April 1983.



50 .

manipulated and sold purely as commodities. **

To Bell, how women gained support for passing the needed legal restrictions
was secondary to the goal of legal controls.

There is a strong element within the women’s movement that did not
want any restrictions. They were civil libertarians and they followed a
civil libertarian approach. They did not want to participate, so my
feeling was that at this stage we had to...use everything that was at
our disposal .

Our overall objective was to get...controls in now [and] we used all
other agencies on side to support those initiatives. How we got them
{was] immaterial. If they (were] put in place [was what was] important.
(Ann Bell, Personal interview. 1 July 1987.)

Bell's involvement in educating the public taught her samelhmg else: "There

were a lot of differentgpeople who supported the idea of r
who did not necessarily support all of the initiatives that the women’s
organizations were involved in."43
Bell fully understood that many who would involvé Lhemselves in an anu-
pornography movement would have-different political views from women's groups,
and that the resulting alliances would not satisfy everybody. She also realized
that, unless women tried to make some gains in this area, women’s views would
not be reflected in the law at all. -
There- is always that very real danger in every group and
organization that women co-join with...that the women's interests will
be overshadowed and that other interests will take over. Well that's
part of how things work, and when you have a male-dominated system
in policy development then that's part and parcel of it.... [The] whole
idea of getting women into policy is that people will get a look at things
differently. But...if you haven't got anybody making an effort. At least
now we got them talking about [pornography], thinking about it, and
making an effort towards it. Without that...we would have nothing....
There is no question...[that] all policies...are looked at from the male
sphere and until you begin to bring to"thei e other side, they don't
see it. If [ had my way it would be a major to produce any kind of .
pornographic material. That's not going to be,...so until we have a
government that has [the] political will to enhance society rather than
degr: society, you're going to have pornographic material.... However,
I think that the legislation is a first step. (Ann Bell Personal
interview. 1 July 1987.)

. re

“42For a complete discussion of the radical “and nhummn feminist puillwns on pornography see
chapter thres entitled " An Ideologic:

“43Ann Bell. Personal interview. 1 July 1987.
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For Bell, pornography was not confined to sexually explicit material. Her
view of por a i that included material such as
sexist advertising or any other material that degraded or objectified women by
portraying them as play objects. as "somebody's sexual ideal" of what a women
should lodk and act like.** One Advisory Council file letter replying to a request
for information on pornography clearly illustrates the feminist position taken by
the Advisory Council. This position distinguishes between parnogmphy erotica,
and sexually explicit educational material.

There has been confusion about the difference between erotica and
pornography. The terms are often used interchangeably intensifying the
confusxon Emhcn is sexually explicit material which is life affirming,
yfi P is sexually explicit

e i degrades and dehumanizes.

Longino*5 in defining pornography made some fine distinctions. She
says pornography is not immoral because it presents sexually explicit
material but because of the kind of sexual behaviour the material
endorses. Sadistic, abusive or forced sex is immoral because it-injures
and violates another. What is wrong with pornography is its degrading
and dehumanizing pnrtrayal of women and children - not its sexual
content.

Sex education material differs from pornography and erotica in that
its content is merely to educate. It would be morally objectionable only if
it showed explicit sexual mawrifl in which persons were showr in a
manner that did not maintain self  respect. (Provincial Advisory Coungil
on the Status of Women. Letter to Norman Doyle, Minister of
Communications. 15 February 1983.) .

For Bell, protecting the pornography industry in order to grotect individual
freedom of speech did not make sense.*8 In her opinion, the idea of free. speech ~
does not exist as an absolute concept. /

That they [those opposed to restrictigns on pornography) feel that we
have to protect the rights of individuals to see what they want to see
and that.a discerning and educated’ public will not be interested and
will not allow the proliferation of this kind of material in the world: to
me that is a head in the sand, anjostrich behaviour. We are censored *
everyday. Every time we turn on’ the radio we are censored by the
opinion of the reporter, the news editor - his decisions. They censor the

IS

44Ann Bell, Personal interview. 1 July 1987.

ngino is a feminist who has done much work on the pornography issue. She is well known for
her deﬁmtmns of pornographic and erotic material.

mdsﬂell takes a radical feminist position. For a complete discussion of this position see chapter
ree.
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news, they put on what they decide 1s the news... The day-to-day
happenings in any ‘community is censored by the people who do the
writing...and reporting. (Ann Bell, Personal interview. 1 July 1987.)

The Advisory Council tried to bring about the involvement of many diverse
groups in the anti-pornography movement in this province. During the summer of
1983, the Provincial Advisory Council began to organize a public forum on
por heduled for of that year. The public forum brought
together the people who would eventually: (1) bear the burden of educating the
Newfoundland public on this issue, and (2) lobby for legislative change on a
provincial and national level.
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5.2. KEY HUMAN RESOURCES COME TOGETHER: A PUBLIC FORUM
SPONSORED BY THE PROVINCIAL ADVISORY COUNCIL ON THE
STATUS OF WOMEN

The public forum was held on September 18-19. 1983. Maude Barlow.
President of the Canadian Coalition Against Media Pornoghgphy (CCAMP), was
the keynote speaker. During this visit, Bell used Barlow’s expertise on the subject
of pornography to help mobilize the anti- in land
and Labrador. Bell scheduled Barlow to speak at the forum and also to appear as
a guest speaker on a local CBC television show and an open-line radio program.
Barlow also addressed a group of two hundred women at a Women's Network
Dinner.4

The Advisory Council i a panel di ion as one of the
forum events. The panel was composed of a diverse group of speakers. These
inchud » H: d of the i Army; Judy Gushue,

-

Newfamsenwll\'e for Media Watch and a member of the Provincial
Advisory Council; and Dr. Terry Goldie, English Professor at Memorial University
of d. Two workshops were P hy and the Law,"
given by Bob Hyslop, Crown Prosecutor with the Department of Justice, and
"Pornography's Effect on the Total Community," facilitated.by Dorothy Inglis,
Vice-President of the National Action Committee on the Status of Women
(NAC).48

The forum initiated action on two fronts. It encouraged participants to
demand action from community officials to regulate the display of pornographic
material in retail outlets, and it acted as the impetus to form a coalition of
citizens against pornography. ln fact, the forum had been orgamzed with these
two gbjectives in mind. 4%

From the second a was i passed calling for
action by the Newfoundland municipalities to pass a by-law regulating the
display of pornographic material. Bell, in a follow-up letter to Ron Fagan,
President of the Newfoundland and Labrader Federation of Municipalities,

that this ion be at their annual meeting in

in Bell, Letter of confirmation to Bas Jamieson of Q-Radio. 20 August 1983; Ann Bell, Letter
of mnﬂrmanan to Shirley Newhook of Coffee Break. 30 August 1983; Ann Bell, Personal interview.

1July »

'NAC represents over 500 women’s orgamumns from all across !he country. [t is the only
nnunnnl Tobby group representing women's interests.

49 Ann Bell, Personal interview. 1 July 1987.
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October.?®  All forum participants who expressed interest in attending an
organizational meeting to form a citizen's group were also contacted by the
Advisory Council and asked to do two things: to write to the Federation
supporting this resolution and to call their local representative on the Federation
asking for their support at the Federation's annual meeting.

The public forum was considered a success by the organizers. Well over 100
people from various community groups attended the forum, and of these, 28

people identified as i in b ing involv: 1 in future action.
At the end of the day, an organizational meeting was scheduled for October 6th,
1983 at the Building of ial Uni ity. Fourteen people attended

this follow-up meeting and five of these later became the steering committee of
the Coalition of Citizens Against Pornography (CCAP). -

%Eid’v}’sory Council’s invol in the anti- h in
Newfoundland and Labrador operated on two levels, one as a mobilizing agent
and the other as a'lobby force. Because the Advisory Council was already
organized as a. lobby group with a mandate that allowed it to participate in and
make the pubhc aware of wamens issues, the Council was able to mohlhze the
necessary resources to quickly and easily bring this issue to public attentmn.
Through the communication networks of the Provincial Advisory Councils and
local Status of Women Councils, the structure was already in place whereby
women could have a, voice on issues of concern to them. The spread of information
and ideas was facilitited by contact with national and local women's
organizations via conferences and meetings. At the local level, these conferences
and meetings also allowed the Council to make presentations on pornography.
Because the Council operated at arms length from the government, it was able to
use resources obtained from within the system to lobby for and bring about
changes in the existing social structure. Funding from the’ provincial government
enahled the Council to allocate some of its monetary resources to the issue of
porhagrnphy 9

The strategy chosen by the Council was aimed at three key areas:

S
1. educating the public;

2. lobbying the provincial and federal gov for action on several
fronts, including: -changes to the Criminal Code legislation;
increasing the CRTC’s responsibility for monitoring and réstricting

50Ann Bell, Letter to Ron Bagan. Prasident of the Newfoundland and Lebeador Federation of
Vluhmipnlmu 27 Septernber 1 5
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“adult" programming on Pay TV stations: and restricung the display
of pornographic material in stores by introducing Municipal By-Laws
at the local level; and

o

mobilizing a coalition of community groups and concerned citizens

that would represent the Newfoundland public as one consohidated
lobby effort.

The last is probably the most important contribution the Advisory Council
made to the movement. Bell's decision to combine the efforts of many cor~munity

groups®! can only be by (1) the i giving mse to
the . and (2) the and values of Council
" members.

Several factors explain why the Council chose a coalitional mobilization
strategy. The aim of the Council was to mobilize all available efforts to make the
movement a strong, viable force that the government could not ignore. Because

the Council could not spend the time necessary to organize, mobilize, and -
maintain such a movement, it needed to involve those who had the time and
expertise to do so. It was clear to Bell that a unified effort from the women's
movement was unlikely. Women's groups appeared to be divided on this issue,
and: while many stood behind and were willing to support a_nation-wide
many about what constituted pornography and
what shuuld or should not be done about it. The coalition organizers felt that
timing, was important and that immediate action was necessary. Many
community groups could be mobilized to support the movement, but the catch was
that the perspective ultimately adopted might not be acceptable to all women's
groups. N
Many feminist organizations believed that working with other community
groups meant that a feminist perspective would be co-opted in favor of a more
traditional view of sexuality. Alliance with conservative factions was seen as a
dangerous step in the direction of restricting sexual freedom. To understand why
the Advisory Council was willing to align with non-feminists, while other
women's groups were not, it is necessary to understand the structure and goals of
the Advisory Council.

Some feminist organizations work outside the social structure developing
alternative life styles for feminist living, while others work within it trying to
bring about small changes to' the legal and political 'structure. Those working
from within, use the resources and tactics of the system to further movement
goals. Organizations such as the Advisory Council try to implement moderate

510ther remuu-u suck-ax orsthy Lialls were also pushing for community action at the same

time as Bell, was the Advisory Council that sponsored and organized the forum that brought
these community groups togeth )
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social reforms with the long-term goal of moving society in a more egalitarian

direction.52 The mandate of the Council is to offer suggestions and lobby for

changes, making the present system more equitable for women. The Council is

comprised of women who have worked effectively within the present social

structure.53 These women have organizational as well as public relations and

communication skills, they are familiar with the political process, and they use

their knowledge, experience, and alliances with community groups to effect

change. Their main-abjective is to ensure women equal representation in the

social and political decislon making processes. They do not see radical action such

as bulldmg a women'y subculture as effective; rather they opt for a more 5
directed at lementing small gains in the present system.

Given these différing perspectives, it is understandable that those tending toward 7

more radical social. refofms view community-groups as working against feminist

goals, while groups working within the systgn see them as agents that can help,

ideals, the latter uses an approach that considers the effect of social and political
limitations on implementing change.

Besides the fact that action was needed immediately, and that the women's
movement was not unified on this issue,5* a coalitional approach was an .
attractivé option to many feminist groups mainly because it brought
respectability in the eyes of the public and state officials. The broad appeal for s -
support showed that the anti-pornography movement was supported by a wide
range of constituents. Finally, given the public support for the movement agninst
pornography, recruitment of the general pubhc was easily accessible to the
women's movement.

On the issue of pornog‘mphy, the Council used a prngmﬂhc appruach that
took into consideration the socialand political climate of the times as well asa
feminist analysis of pornography. %) hfle the forum was structured such that the
feminist analysis was' predoriinant, the presence of other perspectives
diametrically opposed to feminism were also present. -

521t should be noted that unlike -many of the Advisory Councils in other provinces, the
Newfoundiand Provincial Advisory Couril is cnmpoxld mostly of feminists, who have at one time or
nother, been involved in the women's movement. »

537The counc:l representatives are government appointed and for this reason are not necessarily

femi Epolm.menl-u are made on a basis other than knowledge of and experience in the
:on\m ldlnovlmn relations between the coum.‘ll and feminist argnmzatwu are often greatly N
ampere:

54Ann Bell, Personal interview. 1 July 1987; Dorothy Inglis, Personal interview. 4 June 1987.
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Chapter 6

DIVERSE IDEOLOGIES FORM A
COALITIONAL BASE

The objective of any social movement is to mobilize action through the
public- dissemination- of ideas: Ideology plays an important role in .this
mobilization process. By adopting an ideological stance, the movement is able to
mobilize its efforts around a common theme. The ideology identifies the problem
and its source, and offers a solution to the problem. Essentially, the ideology gives
the public a framework in which to analyse the social structure. The movement
must therefore concern itself with raising the level of public discontent by offering
an ideological analysis that provides a vision of a new world.

The ideological position of the anti-pornography coalition influenced the
movement to take certain formsof action. Although ideology tells us much-about
the "origins," "the nature’of tactics," and "organization" of a movement (Wilson,
1973, p. 28), an analysis of th; ideological stance of the coalition reveals

and often icting positions. In order to undergtand how the

strategies taken by the group emerged and changed with time, it is necessary to
‘

examine the world views of the steering committee members and their role at
committee meetings.

The public forum sponsored by the Provinfial Advisory Council on the
Status of Women opened the door for various interest groups to take action on the
issue of pornography. From the tirme of its inception in the fall of 1983, the
coalition’s sbeenng was cor d of many indi . Six of these can
be i i as central to mai ing\the of the CCAP. Most joined the
coalition during its formative period, but some joined at a later date. All played &
major role in the policy and decision making of the group. These key protagonists
include: ‘Dorothy Inglis of the National Action Committee on the Status of
Women; of the Army, later replaced by Roger:
Gordon; Michael Rochester of the Baha'i‘Faiih: John Lewis and Iris Kendall, both
active supporters of the Catholic Church; Judy Facey; and myself, representing
the St. John's Status of Women Council.
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By November of 1983, a steering commuittee had formed composed of -John .

Lewis and Judy Facey as chairpersons, Dorothy Inglis as field-worker, Margaret

- Hammond, Iris Kendall, and myself. While the CCAP membership was composed

of over 350 people from across Newfoundland and Labrador including thirty
organizations such as the Newfoundland Teachers' Association, the
Newfoundland Assotiation of Social Workers, the Newfoundland and Labrador
Arts Council, and the Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Labour, along
with various church and women's groups, all decision and policy making was the
sole responsibility of the steering committee. Individual members arid
arganizations were welcome to join in on the decision makmg process by taking a
seat on this committee.

6.1. STEERING COMMI'I'TEE MEMBERS: STUDIES OF IDEOLOGY
6.1.1. Key leminlst activist - Dorothy Inglis, Coalmon field-worker
Dorothy Inghs, a humanitarian, an activist on women’s rights, and an

advocate for social democracy, began her fight against pornography at about the
same time that the Provincial Advisory Council on, the Status_of Women became

- involved in the anti-pornography movement. Jnglis was Neéwfoundland?

provincial representative on the National Action Committee on the Status of
Women at the time and was by no means a newcomer to the political scenée. She
had grown up in Vancouver, British Columbia. Her father was a minister and a
member of the Co-operative Commonwealth Federation which was a forerunner to
the New Democrsnc Party (NDP). Both her mother and_ fa‘her were politically
active.

o Igrew up wn.h politics at every meal. As a child, I was part of the
Youth i (CCYM) All the kids in
the famlly were. Father was active in the Co-operative: Commonwealth
Federation and believed strongly that politics must be directed by
christian motives. [At CCYM] meetings we would discuss the state of
the world and the system that kept some people rich and some people
poor. We were involved in iriternational affairs, Lhe peace movement,
and non-violence. 3

I've always.been a part of the NDP. I didn’t come to politics on
election day. It was a way of life for me, fighting for justice, peace, and
a good community. (Dorothy Inglis, Personal interview. 18 December
1987.)

When the women's 'movement reactivated in the 1960s, Inglis immediately
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became involved. She realized at that time that women were fighting against the
same injustices that had concerned her for vears. Her work in the movement
never stopped from that time on. Many years later she was to become one of the
founding mothers of the Newfoundland Status of Women Council (later named
the St. John's Status of Women Council). the provincial representative on the
National Action Committee on the Status of Women (NAC), the Vice-President ot
NAC, and the Provincial Women's Representative of the NDP. She was active in
both the women's movement and mainstream politics. In the early 1980s she ran
provincially for the NDP in the St. John's North riding, but was defeated to John
Carter.

Inglis's political expertise made her one of the key figures in the anti-
pornography movement, on both the national and local level. When the issue of
pornography started to gain public attention in the late 1970s and early 1980s,
Inglis decided to become involved. For years she had been worried about society's
lack of concern over the display of pornography. With the introduction of Pay
TV's "adult" programming, Inglis felt that society was ready for a re-evaluation
of Playboy’s claim to "sexual liberation."

It had always appalled me when I would walk into-stores and behind
the counter would be an absolutely normal woman or sometimes man
and beside us might be some. really grim looking magazine like
Hustler;...and here we were, fairly normal average people acting as
though this obscenity between us was no more important than The
Evening Telegram.... I used to g0 out of there and think, "This is a
crazy world. We are all acting as though putting those magazines on
the shelf is normal and it isn’t. This is not normal! What is in there is
very vmlanfztgdlz, degrading stuff! Why are we. all acting as if this is
0.K.2... Wh kids think? They see normal.adults going into the
store and not objecting. Why don’t I throw it out on the side walk and
say, That's where it belongs. And don’t I owe that to my kids. Why am
I not making a statement?" (Dorothy Inglis, Personal interview. 4 June
1987.)

* These feelings led Dorothy Inglis to become active in the anti-pornography
She co-chaired the Por Committee of NAC and started

discussions in her own community through her contacts in the women's
movement. She worked closely with the St. John's Status of Women's Council and
the Provincial Advisory Council on the Status of Women to”get the public
involved in this issue. When the Advisory Council sponsored the public forum on
pornography in St. John's, Inglis, acting as a discussion facilitator, encouraged

forum participants to opt for a coalition approach to the problem.

Inglis saw the coalition as an extension of the feminist movement, with
church groups and other organizations playing a supportive role. In her optnion,
the' feminist movement had brought the issue to the forefront by offering a
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analysis_of pornography that had not been considered by eicher the liberal or
conservative factions of society. In this regard, she says:

It was our research and it was our issue that made public awareness.
[ don't want to deny the tremendous support from all sorts of people in
all sorts of groups cause we could never have done it glone, but it was
our agenda.

I've always believed that [the feminist involvement| kept away the
right wing or strong fundamentalist position. That was never a part of
the public debate that took place dcross Canada and its because the
feminists were, in the main, the central motivating force in the’debate.
Now the churches got involved, but they were supportive, they weren't
original. (Dorothy Inglis, Personal interview. 4 June 1987.)

Inglis believed that the religious-minded people involved in the steering ~

committee of the coalition were the more "enlightened" ones, those taking a more
“liberal approach” to sexuality. Inglis never felt that her "principles were ever at
odds with the others [coalition members] who came to the lssue from different
backgrounds.”

Growing up in a Christian family environment may well have given Inglis
an understanding and acceptance of the religious perspective that manyfeminists
would find difficult to support/ Her background allowed her to deal diplomatically
with hgkous groups on this issue, but even given the strong religious
commitmehy of some coalitidn members, many religious groups saw the CCAP as
not going far enough to support a conservative, anti-nudity stance. For those
members who stayed with a coalitional approach, Inglis had this to say:

I think that says great things about the representatives on that
cqmmittee. That they have taken a lot of flack from thetr own groups. [
know they have in various ways, but they have kept [the position they
would publicly suppgrt] to this broad consensus area and they have
listened and reasoned the feminist argument. (Dorothy Inglis, Personal
interview. 4 June 1987.)

Inglis's ideological position supported a feminist perspective, but she was

also a strong advocate for social democracy and the partlcip&}non of all people in
matters affecting them. Her support for a democratic solution to“the problem of
pornography influenced her position just as much as her feminist framework. It
was her belief in the democratic procesu that allowed her to support censorship

boards made up of a of ity groups. She
envlsloned these boards as composed of elected members who would implement
in d wuh the provi set down by’law. Inglis

boards from the

supported .the notion of

time of her initial mvolvement with the movement in the early 1980s Lhroughou!

her involvement with the coalition.
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. Inglis believed that nudity and sexually explicit depictions were not an
i1ssue; imposing a sexist construction of sexuality on all of society was the issue.
Her primary concerh was removing all forms of violent. hard-core pornography
while festricting access to soft-core material. She was particularly concerned with

removing soft-core pornography from the view of children.
.

Inglis wanted a women's perspective to be central in implementing
legislative action, but she was also aware that athers were opposed td a feminist
analysic of hy. She saw , sex-role ping, equal pay
for work of equal value, and all other issues affecting women as integrally
connected. She says:

All these things are not accidental.... If you determfne that women
are second class people and then go on to enforce this by giving them
less pay, less opportunities, and so on, you are then going to view

 everything they do in a-similgr fashion.

If a'society sends out messages that human beings are worthless, and
in this case it ijs women that are shown,to be worthless, my God, that
has a bearing on what happens to women in their homes, on the street,
in the bars and wherever, [and it gives the impression] that this is an

. image of women that is acceptable.

. The basic_message [in pornography] is that women are lower, inferior
créatures. That they're there to titillate men, to be ‘at the service of
men,...and that women love to be victims of power. One [image] T
terrifying because it is d and beating,
raping, or hurting [women], but the others prepare the climate. That's
the climate I talk about.... You couldn’t enforce or impose pornography
on a community that viewed women with respect and equality - You
just couldn't! (Dorothy Inglis, Personal interview. 4 June 1987.)

Inglis was adamant that the coalition adopt a position that distinguished
between pornography and erotica. For her, this distinction was of the utmost
importance in differentiating the present anti-pornography movement from the
decency crusades of the past. She believed that once this position was formally
adopted by the coalition, that it would have repercussions for the future direction
of the movement, She felt that once this position was accepted, that many
fundamentalist - religious groups would not officially support a pro-sex
organization. Inglis felt that only then could she rest assured that the movement
was heading in the right direction.

That was a very muddy area when we started out......... [l was]
terrified! Terrified that it [the discussion] would bog down so Lhu!
very people I opposed on almost all issues would come into this and use
it for their own devices. Yes terrified that we would be split by having
narrow-minded people [on the steering committee]. (Dorothy Inglis,
Personal interview. 4 June 1987.) \ '
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Based on an understanding of the historical events leading up to the anti-
pornography moyement, Inglis believed that the position adopted by the
movement must be acceptable to a wide spectrum of society. This meant some
compromises between feminist ideals (i.e. removifig sexist images from society)
and pragmatic considerations. s

As a member of the steering committee, Inglis felt that her views were
widely accepted by the coalition as a whole. She says; "l have received such
support for my 1d 1s in the coalition that | am totally appreciative of the fact
[that] they have let the feminist argument carry the day."55

6.1.2. Michael Rochester, Baha'i Faith representative - Ideology and
-strategy "

Hedonism js an increasing part of the...social philosophy of North
America and one of the intrinsic elements of hedonism is that you do
not think about consequences, So thnt your view is confined to the
present and you're looking for i

I believe that human beings have souls. I believe that there is a
distinct quality of human beings which can either be developed, which”
makes them more human, or which can...be ignored....in which case
they only develnp their purely animal qualities.... This whole attitude of

... hedonism is a fpcUs on the animal part of human nature and gives little
"scope to develop...human qualities..

The animal part: of our_ make-up will be there, sure, but I think that
the whole of and “is that the...purely
animal' expressions are mitigated, or refined, or controlled, depending
on...the civilizing process. (Michael Rochester, Personal interview. 24
June 1987.)

. For Rochester, the idea of, basic innate self, modified through
socialization, ‘s important in building®the human sodial self. He says that “"part
of becoming human is that you replace selfishness with selflessness."5¢ This re-
.direction away from individual motives to a higher, altruistic good is the key that
connects each and every individual. It places responsibility on each person for the
effect of their actions on others. The individual must therefore limit some
behaviours for the good of all. Because all behaviour at one level (i.e. at the
individual level) interacts with and effects behaviour taking place at another (i.e.

551nglis, Dorothy. Personal Interview. 4 June. 1987.

58fichael Rochester, Personal interview. 24 June 1987., - .
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society), what people do as individuals 1s important in determining' the values
held by socigty. These values in turn tend to have a sociahang effect on

attributes the of pornography by society to twa
main facwrs - socialization and the process of desensitization.

Socialization is an important ingredient in attitude and value formation.
Rochester believes that our society socializes children in a gender specific manner
that encourages aggressive, violent qualities in men, while at the same time,
“dampening" their "nurturii + qualities.” The same process 15 responsible for
men's attitudes towards women; attitudes that view women as sexual objects. He
explains: "That, [ think, is simply tied jto]...the way in which men have been
trained;...that sexual prowess (is]...something highly...desired amorig males, and
it has attached to it this atmosphere of domination, of the woman as object."57
Women also play a major role in this gendered. dominant-submissive power
dynamic. Rochester believes that, to some extent, women imitate what they see
in pornography.

One of the things that women are socialized to do is to be Bgreeshle and
responsive to what they perceive to be needs..' One of the
consequences...is that many womeiv who think that this kind of
behaviour is what men want in a sexual relationship, could, because of
the existence of porn and its widespread- consumption by men, assume
that that's what a man would like. . [ think there is ample
evidence that a lot of women feel under pressure to behave in ways that
the media teaches. (Michael Rochester, Personal interview. 24 June
1987.)

A ding to Ri Hesté: por hy and other forms of media teach values
about men, women, and their sexuality, the roles played by each, and the sexual
behaviour each is expected to perform. These behaviours are accepted due to the
process of desensitization.

Rochester believes that the it message is in all social
ions and that we ¢ imilate these m without realizing it.

I do feel that the constant portrayal of acts of violence, degradation,
or inhimanity, all this kind of thing builds up a climate, desensitizes
people; so I think you have to be very careful about how you portray or
describe. these things..

There’s lots of evidence that [por ] leads. to d
and therefore,...[viewing] women as object.s and .sexual relationships
as more mhum!n

‘A lot of pornography portrays the woman as enjoying and wanting
this kind of treatment and that has an educational effect. I think that's
-

57mbid,
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one of its worst aspects, especially 1f pornography is used by teenagers.
(Michael Rochester, Personal interview. 24 June 1987)

Rochester's view of pornography is sirongly influenced by his belief in
equality between the sexes. For him, what is portrayed in pornographic Imagery
is the imbalance between women and men that really exists in society. He places
pornography on a continuum that includes not only sexually explicit material.
Rut also other forms of degrading material. Television messages about sexuality
are not all that different from the m s3sages in pornography. For him, even
violence is pornographiic in a way. In defining pornography for legal or practical
purposes, Rochester adopts a much narrower definition. The latter depends on:
(1) whether an association” between sex and violence has been made, or (2)
whether women are portrayed as sexual objects. In his opinion, nudity should not
be prohibited on television as long as parents have control over children’s access
to it. Yet, at the same time, he is concerned that the introduction of nudity on TV
will lead to degrading forms ‘of sexual imagery. Even the definition of nudity,
which is a social construct, can become a problem in defining the limits placed on
television viewing.

[ think s0me of it has to do with context. I mean- obviously there are
films in which a loving relationship is being portrayed and [there is] a
lot of background to it, and the scerfe of sexual love is not...exploitative,

__but is part of a broader relationship.... Well\I would ‘find that much
more acceptable than the way in . which -many sorts of nude sexual
scenes...come up gratuitously in a lot of television programming.
(Michael Rochester, Personal interview. 24 June 1987)

Magazines such as ﬂ_ul_;gx and other formg of soft-core material are
pornographic because they " ‘convey a message of women as objects."” Ideally, all
forms of pornographic material should be refnoved from society. In reality,
R believes that hard-core, violent can be begause
most people are offended by these images, but for the soft-core material and the
material falling into the "middle ground,” he sees education as a more viable
strategy than prohibition. Regulation is necessary to ensure that the
pornography industry does not push pornography beyond its present limit.
Rochester believes that the dangers of pornography and’its effect on society far -

igh the dangers of i

[ would far rather have much tighter controls on the distribution of
' pornography and then start looking at where there was over-control on
acceptable material because [ think the emphasis/ is so far out of
balance that I think we should be worrying much less|about the dangers
of censorship 4nd much more about the dangers of the...free distribution
of pornography. (Michael Rochester, Personal interview. 24 June 1987.)

To achieve long~;erm results, regulation ‘'must be followéd aby education.



Without effective education programs. Rochester believes that regulation 1s \mlv a
piecemeal solution.

If an appetite for something has been developed and you put legal
constraint on it, it will find other ways..(of] finding its
market... :

I think you have to educate people.... There are so many people who
feel that..mild porn isn't at all harmful.... There is that enormbus
middle ground, some of which goes a pretty long way towards
degrsdauon horror. and violence in a sexua and a completely non-

- sexual context.... Here is [where there is] a range of opinion and I think
that that's where the education is needed. (Michael Rochester. Personal
interview. 24 June 1987.)

The purpase of education is to inform the public of the effects that the mass
media has on attitudes about sex ahd gender. Ultimately, the hope is to construct
a view of sexuality that shows respect for the dignity of all participants.

Rochester believes that any new legislative regulation must: (1) not reduce
the legal protection now available, and (2) impose restrictions depending on the
irgpact of the medium used, with an emphasis placed on visual depictions rather
than printed material.

\\ Michaél Rochester joined the CCAP for two main reasons. First, he was
asked by the Baha'i Faith to represent their'interests on the coalition. Second, he
felt that pornography was a "psychological and spiritual threat” to men and a
contributing factor to physical threats against women. Rochester always felt that -
his position was in tune with the position and policy decisigns of the coalition. At
no time did he feel that his personal or religious beliefs were compromised by
being a member of the group:

6.1.3. Judy Facey, Co-Chairperson - Ideology and strategy

Judy Facey’s analysis and underétanding of sexuality and pornography
developed gradually over her lifetime. As a child she was strongly influenced by
church doctrine and the conservative climate of the times. It took her many years
to-overcome the victorian attitudes taught her in the past:

My ‘attitudes towards sex growing up was that it was dirty. Yow didnt
talk about it, you weren't meant to enjoy it, you just did it and wished
it was over. Nonsense! Victorian -all the way! And bodily functions [at
that-time] were hidden and were...disgusting, you know. And [there
was] no affection shown at home. Mom and Dad didn't touch and kiss in
front of us.and you never heard anything happening from the bedroom.
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Never! [ didn't know how babies were made until | was eighteen and in
unmiversity. (Judy Facey, Personal interview. 20 May 1987.) ¢

Thepublic forum held by the Advisory Counul on the Status of Women
helped bring a new ive to her of por . For Facey,
the main impetus to action was the stark realization that she had been
completely oblivious to what was taking place in the pornography industry; that
for years she had closed her eyes to what pornography symbolized. Maude
Barlow's film excerpts from the U.S. Playboy station made Fa -3y realize.that she
could no longer sit back and allow the industry to continue without regulatory
restrictions.

[Au the forum] they showed some very disgusting video tapes of what
was on the market at that time, and most of the women I knew...had to
leave the room. But I stayed and watched it and I was emotionally
assaulted.... For the next week I stayed to myself.

When I saw the cheerleader video...(at the forum] | was amused. All
during my life you bought Playboy if you wanted to be risque, and I-
remember Christmas time, three times out of éhe eighteen that I was
with my husband, I, might have given him a Playboy magazine as a
joke. I thought it was just harmless titillation, you know, and then I
began to realize that these cheerleaders,...giggling and running around
being chased by young men was unusual, and by the time [ had seen all
the videos [that Barlow showed] I was thoroughly disgusted.... The girls
were being degraded. From that point on I began to realize that this
was insidious rather than...cutesy. (Judy Facey, Personal interview. 20
May 1987.)

At the forum, Facey also realized:

[That] sex;...although equally a part of your body,...had been*dénied....
[That] sex could be used against you, to control and hurt you. That was
frightening. I know out there in the big world that you can be knocked
down, killed, and raped, [but] then [ suddenly realized that on my
television and at the movies people were being taught indirectly how to
hurt me and I was afraid. (Judy Facey, Personal interview. 20 May
1987.)

Facey reatized thaf‘ the same messages about gender and séxuality
contained in pornography were everywhere. Women were considered inferior
beings not only in pornography, but at home, in the workplace, in the church, in
all of our institutions. She ‘realized that pornography, violence against women,
the socialization process of young boys, war, and the arms race were all
connected. For this understanding she thanks the women's movement.

I very closely identify myself with the feminist and the women’s

movement and [I've] gained tremendously [from it]. I'm a happy woman
today because of it and [ will always be grateful for the Dorothy Inglis’s,

o ' o/
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the Ann Bell's. the Pauline Stockwood’s. the books, the 'Cinderella
Complex’ and the ‘Women's Room'... (Judy Facey. Personal interview. 20
May 1987.) . :

The public forum helped Facey form a feminist world view. From the
perspective of this world view, the distinction between sex education, erotica, and
por became This placed soft-core material in the
category of pornography. Sheusays, "If [ was in charge of going into drug stores
and taking, off the shelf everything that I found offensive, [ would probai 'y weed
fout] the works."®® While she felt a personal urgency to rid society of all forms of
pornographic material, she recognized that a compromise was in order, that
getting consensus meant that a broad perspective would have to be taken, one
that could be accepted by most of society.

1 don't think the coalition was going to side with anyone. It was the
middle of .thé road all the way. This was a human rights issue yo
know. It is not a religious issue, it is not a feminist issue; its a huma
rights issue. (Judy Facey. Personal interview. 20 May 1987.)

On the issue' of pornography, Facey's ability to compromise made her a
sulcessful member of the steering committee. She always looked for ways to find a
solution that would beé acceptable to all. This did not medn that she put her
feminism to one side. On many occasions she stood her ground to ensure that the
principle of equality was adhered to. In her work with the coalition, a feminjst
understanding of Lhe construction of gender relations is evident..

My nature is to please. All young girls e taught to be peace makers,
[to] co-operate, [not to] stand out in the crowd.... I have compromised a
lot of my opinions over the years just so I wouldn’t stand out in the
< crowd and defend c:ej. (Judy Facey, Personal interview. 20 May 1987.)

Facey involved hegséIf in local activities that she felt familiar with such as
the distribution of mailouts and the organization of boycotts. She wanted to help
the anti-pornography movement in its fight against pornography, but felt her
‘best contribution would be as a worker rather than a figurehead and policy
maker. -On many occasions Facey acted as co-chair of the coalition and she took a
central position at many public activities, but she preferred to be on the sidelines.
Facey's work was invaluable. From the inception of the coalition, her motivation,
enthusiasm, and commitment made her a central player in the movement. Facey
worked hard to find what she considered a viable solution. This meant accepting
that soft-core porn was here ‘to stay. While Facey was willing to compramise, she
brought a strong feminist analysis to the understanding of pornography.

58udy Facey. Personal interview. 20 May 1987. 1
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6.1.4. Pauline Stockwood, St. John's Status of Women Council
- representative - Ideology and strategy

I joined the coalition when the Provincial Advisory Council on the Statig of
Women held its forum on pornography in the fall of 1983. At that timé, the
= SJSWC had just formed Women Against Pornography (WAP), a committee that [
chaired. WAP worked -at the grass roots level, distributing pamphlets, writing
letters to government, and lodging complaints with local store owners. The
committee had few connections with the Canadian anti-pornography movement,
and most of its members had littie lobbying experience or knowledge of the

" . political process. For the group to become more effective, I felt that it needed to
affiliate with more knowledgeable lobbyists. I also felt that if community groups -
and service organizations formed a coalition against pornography, it was
important to have feminist concerns represented on this coalition.

When 1 joined the CCAP, my concern for pornography and its effect on
= women was not new. From a very young age I was interested in pornography and
sex-role stereotyping and their connection to women's position in society.

[ knew by the time I was fifteen that [ was a socialist, I remember
talking about socialism in grade nine, even though I didn’t know the
terms to express it. [ knew I had compassion for others and that there
was something very unjust about this world. [ knew that everybody
wasn't getting their fair share. Some earned exorbitant amounts of
money and were put on a pedestal, while others worked very hard and
received very little. This,tnalysis of society fit into my analysis. of

women. Women were one {f those groups who recgived little for their
efforts, and their work }was considered less important to the
maintenance of society. I realized back then that there was *
o “ dis¢rimination sgamst women At about the same time, I also began to
the w of lity, which entailed degrading

? women sexually while encourugmg sexual prowess in men. Women were

ostracized for any sexual deviation, yet at the same time they were
encouraged to be sexually inviting to men. This double standard made
me recognize the images of women in the media, their meaning, and
how they affect women. As a teenager, these images taught-me a lot
about who 1 was and who I was supposed to be from their [patriarchal]
perspective. I didn't want to be degraded for being & sexual human
being and [ didn’t want them to impose their Vliw of what a woman is




& N 69

suppose to be on me.>®

As a young teenager, I had a positive view of sexuality, but I soon learned
that society believed sex was something that only "bad" girls engaged in. [
remember seeing pornography in the corner stores and the feeling that it gave me.

It made me angry! Very, very perturbed I think. [ don’t know how to
explain it because a lot of it was on an emotional level, but behind the
emotion there was the realization that this was not a joke, it had a
meaning, and it had to do with the relations between men and women
and how women are subjugated and subordinated to men in every
aspect of their lives.

With time, I discovered that men acquired their power by keeping women in
tHese subordinate roles. They benefit from our labor, much as capitalism benefits
from the use of surplus labour. By controlling human and natural resources, one
gains power, status, and recognition. Women are part of this hierarchal system,
a system that places God at the apex, followed by men, women, children, and
finally animals, Women gain recognition mainly as sexual beings and mothers,
roles which are given secondary status to the prescribed duties of men. Women
are revered for their beauty and sexuality, and denigrated at the same time for
being sexual beings. Pornography epitomizes.this paradox. It is a reflection of how
men see women. .

These images [in pnmography& never came out of nowhere. They
came from the thoughts and .views of men. It is an extension of their
view ‘of women and what they'want women to be and act like. The
pornographic image is not new. There is not much difference in the
images in pornography and the modeling images, for example. 'They are
very similar. That's their [the patriarchy's] view of sexiness. That's the 3
way to be sexy. You know what men want by what they produce. Go to
any movie and you have subtle forms of pornography.

I think there is an element of pornography that constructs our view
of sexuality. That's all we ever see, so How can we construct sexuality
any differently? How can we make alternatives to pornographic images?
It has subtle ways of manipulating us so we do not realize that we are
seeing sexuality through the eyes of the pornographic image. So we
accept those images. $

I don't think that pornography influences us any more than other
media forms.- I think it all combines - the media, pornography,
everything we read, everything we do, how we communicite with one
another - it all combines to make up a whole system, and [ think that

597This section contains quotations from dn interview Pam Hiscock candwcud wuh me some time
ago. [ have used this interview to construct for the resder an undsratanding of m
Pornography. The style that results 18 & peculiar one, but I feel that the ok vasuling from the
A A reader a better understanding of my position.
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all told that system 1s a patriarchal system. and [ think porn
contributes to it.

My of hy is by my feminist analysis. [ make
the distinction between erotic and pornographic matenal, and support the
definitions put forth by groups such as the Canadian Coalition Against Media
Pornography and the SISWC. To exemplify my position, I will-quote the SISWC's
brief to the Fraser Commi on P hy and P of which I was a
co-writer: N

The NSWC [now the SJSWC] is opposed to pornography which we
define as 'verbal, written or pictorial material which is degrading,
abusive, dehumanizing, or depicts violence, particularly against women
and children and/or their exploitation for profit.” N.S.W.C. encourages
the use of erotica which we define as 'a celebration of human sexuality.”
It, by definition, does not contain acts of violence or coercjon, and bears
no uneven power dynamic. Rather, individuals are portrayed as freely
and equally participating in sexual aétivity for their mutual pleasure.
Erotica is characterized by humour, caring and mutuality..(St. John’s
Status of Women Council, 1984, p. 1) )

— I was involved with the coalition for less than two years, and my main
concern at that time was ensuring that the group did not support a conservative,
anti-nudity stance. Back then, I was more radical in IT‘ly approach for several
reasons. [ felt that the CCAP should support a more feminist analysis of
pornography and: that this analysis should direct policy decisions. I did not
suf;port the idea of i hip boards mainly because I
felt that the community’s inability to distinguish  between sexist material and
sexually explicit mutual material was what got us into this problem in the first
place. I felt that'a democratic approach would not work in the interest of women.
In the past, democracy had never benefited women or reflected women's concerns,
so [ was not an avid supporter of the "democratic" process. My position was that
any decisions made by censorship boards should be guided by a feminist analysis

of sex-rofe stereotyping. . R s

When I was involved [with the CCAP], much of the relations between
myself and the [religi groups 'was ionalist. We were, at
that time, trying to figure out the position and direction the CCAP
would take, and there were many different perspectives. I think if T were
to work with the coalition now, I would get along with them very well,
Their position is one that is already formed, and it is one, that while
not totally feminist, it is one [ can live with. I've realized that there is
no way you can get millions of people in Canada to agree on a feminist
analysis, so you just have to take the bad with the good and hope that
* you can make some small gains, Like the bill before parliament now.’
There is much I think that needs to be changed in it, but it is on the
whole, a much better piece of legislation than the old obscenity law that




relies on dards of tols If I worked with the
coalition now, I wuuld only compromise to a certain point though. [
would not compromise if the base of the coalition pushed a religious”
perspective. I would fight like hell against them if they supported an
anti-nudity stance.

Because I worked with the coalition for only a short period of time, | was
not directly involved in the policy formulation stage. I did support those members
of the coalition who pushed the CCAP to adopt & feminist definition of
pornography. In my opinion, this was probably the most important decision made
by the group, and I can honestly say that without a strong feminist backbone, the
direction taken by the coalition would have been much different.

\

6.1.5. Roger Gordon, Salvation Army - and
strategy )

Roger Gordon represented the Salvation Army and his duty was to ensure
that the Army’s position was presented at coalition meetings. -On the whole, the
Army’s main concern was to reinstate, or at least preserve, the‘ Lraditiu‘al vsl_ues
of society. In this regard, pornography was just one of many issues that concerned

"the Salvation Army. Pornography was basically viewed as "damaging to

society..,[and] to the family in particular."®® Its acceptance was seen as a step
towards accepting other forms of "deviant behaviour" and "other things that
are...based on a perfonal freedom of choice."6! Gordon, who felt that his views
were in line with the Salvation Army’s, believed that society’s acceptance of
"open" sexuality was much too liberal.

I feel a lot more comfortable with the old [values about sexuality] in
terms of what society is accepting of. 1 don’t like the old way of dealing
with it; that is to say, that kids are left to find out for themselves,...but
1 prefer the more value: The (old] d
were that you should not have sex before you got married, period....
(Now), sex outside of marriage is regarded as the norm rather-than
being something to be frowned upon or discouraged.... I think that
people accept. the view now that provided l)hat the sexual behaviour is
being entered into with consent and provided that it doesn’t involve
children and other deviant practices such as animals, that this is
perfectly 0.K

60Roger Gordon, Personal interview. 20 October 1987.
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What [ think [pornography] is telling you 1s that sex 1s something
that you can take in a casual fashion...and not something which is part
and parcel of love in the marriage scene. Therefore, [ think it is’
destructive to the concept of families. (Roger Gordon, Personal
interview. 20 October 1987.)

The belief that pornography is a threat to family life 1s based on biblical
writings. The Army’s philosophical position is that pornography "is contrary to
the scriptures apd that it represents a sin. It is against the wishes of God,
therefore, Salvationists should not...participate in or be accepting of
pornography.”62 What is defined as pornographic is the depiction of sex for the
purpose of sexual gratification. Nudity is permitted as long as the intent is not to
arouse the viewer. Sexually explicit material is permitted only for educational use
and under the'condition that the material is in accord with religious morality.
Gordon i that depi of ion, for example, would be

even in an ional context because it is felt that it has the
potential to arouse.

The Salvation Army's analysis of is based on s
ability to arouse. Sexual arousal ‘outside of the marriage'contract somehow
changes the individual from a state of being that is sanctified in the eyes of God,
to one of sin. Qpnsequsmly, arousal has the’ ability to destroy the traditignal
monogamous makriage which forms the basis of the heterosexual family unit."The
Army's analysis of pornography’s content must be understood in terms of this
conceptual schema.

- The statement which follows might well be one that a femlmst would make.
It concentrates on woman as sex object and the role played by men and women in
, but the rationale behind the is not a feminist one.

I think the message that is being displayed about wo;nen is that they're
objects to be.played around with.... And I think it is sort of telling them
that women are something like alcohol, they are O.K. for recreational
use, but not to be taken seriously. It gives a macho sort of
mwrpretanon of what men are.... It’s leading younger people to think
that this,is the way for men bo be manly - to play around with a
women. (Roger Gordon, Personal interview. 20 October 1987.) .

Gordon does not want men and women to emulate the images created in
pornography becauge these images move societal values away from traditional
sexual norms. Gordon fully understands that in some cases the message in
pornography is one of male d¢ ion and female submission, but he feels that
this is unintentional on the part of the producers; an accidental product of

2mid.
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capitalism. With regard to the prevalence of sexual vinlence against women in
por he says the followi

Idon’t think it is the main reason for (pornography's) being or that was
the intentional message.... | mean I basically think that if money could
be made out of showmg)a man whipping a horse there would be a
thriving industry going on that, but there is not a lot of money. Who
wants to see that! (Roger Gordon, Personal interview. 20 October 1987.)

A question still remains: Why do men want ‘to see women beaten? His
answer is that there will always be deviants and that there 1s no logical
explanation for certain behavioury

Ican see that there are people who are deviant,..,and in the same way
that we have paddophiles, you can't ration; gllf explain_everybody's .
behaviour. I think...most men are not natufally aggressive towards-

women. There are some men who are and because men physically tend

to be stronger than women, they have a greater hold over them and

that may come out in some of the themes in porn. But I think that it is

basically done to make money. (Roger Gordon, Personal interview. 20

October 1987.)

Male domination is explained in terms of deviant behaviour and men's
superior physical strength. Questions about why women are portrayed as they are
in pornography are seen as a secondary. unfortunate consequence of pornography.
The idea of man as biologically aggressive is rejected by Gordon. His only
n for violent themes in pornography is that there are somé who have
innate aggréssion, but on the ,whole, he attributes this behaviour to an
unexplained deviation from the norms of society.

Gordon concerns himself mostly with the depiction of visual material. As fie

explains, "nobody cares about [literature] any more bechuse people don’t read
it."63 At one time the church’s main concern was the contgnt of literary works,
but now magazines, television, and videos are its ceritral focus. Basically, the
" position of both Gordon and the church is that sex for gratification outside
marriage is off Timits. Theoretically, this position could include depictions of
séxuality found in literature. Gprdon was uncertain of the church’s position on
literature and his own personhal opinion on this matter was undecided.

As to whether or not government should intervene [in literary works], [
honestly don't know.... It would be a datural next step and I might
finish up coming to that conclusion, however, I can well see the dangers
in censorship and so forth in terms of literature.... It does raise a whole
lot of questions which are not...as obvious as with...home videos and so
forth. (Roger Gordon, Personal interview. 20 October 1987.)

631bid.
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.
Gordon feels that education s the only real solution tg the problem of
por hy. Regarding legisl he believes that there 1s no realistic way to
. limit soft-core pornography.

As a member of the coalition's steering committee, Gordon had to
compromise his position on many occasions. This compromise still left him with a
much more conservative position than other coalition members.

My principles in relation to the church to which | bejong override a
number of otlier positions that the coalition as a whole may want t6
take. I found myself on the coalition somewhat moré to the right of the
other people that were on it. I didn't alwayscagree with some of the

that were taken 1 make nd bones about it, [ am far
to the right of some people on the coalition! (Roger Gor®hn, Personal

—20-Octber 1987)

Gordon nfun wanted tho coalition to take a tougher stand against
in lating material icti masturbation and
hnmosaxual bnhnvmur Oon' thls matger, the coalition and Gordon did not agree.

. 6.1.8. John Lewis, Co-chairperson - Ideology and strategy . i-
Lewis believes sex is by "nature" meant to be a private act between a man
and women. Sex in and of itself is not wrong, rather it is its public display that is
objectionable. The sex act has been tied to certain values. Lewis sees pornography
as threatening the values which make up the moral fabric of society. He believes
that the message portraydd in is that "an way for men to
relate to woman...is opfa level purely sexual.”® He goes on to say that: "That's
a distortion of the way it should be in my view. The message is that [women's]
consumption is something which can be viewed as a mechanical and almost a
biological function of males."6% This innate, biclogical function, must, according
to Lewis, be shaped into a loving, caring relationship. In' effect, Lewis believes
that there is a basic sexual instinct that must be modified by society into a
positive force. He says: . ’

. Atone lovel the sexual urge is very instinctual and...these instincts
express themselves' powerfully if they are not moderated by...higher
forces in a-personality.... [ guess what we are seeing in the porn

* 840hn Lewis, Personal interview. 3 June 1987.
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llpusmess is the nperauon of that instinctual hum(er at a very fbasic
evel.

I think there has always gEh 3 sexudf instinct and there’d always
been therefore, an interest in the sexual object as opposed to the sexual
person. (John Lewis, Personal interview, 3 June 1987.)

Clearly, Lewis believes that society is necessary in the intervention of this
basic process. When’the sex drive does not become part of a relntmnshlp. he
believes there is a tendency tc objectify.

Lewis defines two elements that i what he d b, bl =
material. | i,
|
1. The depi £ as a public, commercialized commodity. For him,

public exhibition moves sex away from and detaches it from a
personal relationship.

My general view about the depiction of sexual
intercourse scenes even when they're done with artistic
sensibifity,...[is that] these tend to represent an intrusion

. into a pagt of human life that deserves to be protected from
that kind of ‘exHibition, and because that is so...it tend? to
debase and degrade the quality ‘of the human
relationship..

1 ly position 1s that it is sacred, and...by its nature it will
not stand being exhibited for profit. (John LeWIs Personal
4 interview. 3 June 1987.) “

2. For Lewis, the depiction of sex is what is the degrading factor, not
necessarily the context or content of the explicit material. The more

expl the depiction, the more pornographic.

Lewis does consider. 'violent pornography morg harmful and therefore
heheves it warrants greater restriction, but he sees soft-core material as having
an erotic component. In this }sggrd. one could easily be drawn to the conclusion
that Lewis sees sex and pornography as synonymous. N

Both sexes can be stimulated by certain types of pornography and I 5
think that has been shown by the research, you know,...but that's the * “
'+ softer stuff; the consenting erotic type of material that is stimulating
for nearly everybody, men more than women. As you move up the scale, |
most people drop out, but some continue to be stimulated by the hard '
v stuff. (John Lewis, Personal interview. 3'June 1987.)

In Lewis's analysis, the central concern is the morals of society. While he is
e fully aware of the research on, and feminist content analysis of pornography and
its meaning as it relates to women, his goal is to stop the pornography trade from
pushing the community standard of tolerance beyond its present limit. He
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advocates a trade-off. Somewhere a line must be drawn. He explains, "My original
incentive in (joining the CCAP) was a™Yeeling of repugnance and disgust for the
C slyness and the of por ,"66 but this was modified
. . by studying the’issue further. While his persannl ideological framewdtk has not
«  ‘changed because of this dploration, how he deals with his personal feelings has
' changed. ' He proposes a level of tolerance that will be accepted by the majority of

e 4 society.

I have learned more about the vocial harm, the research that has
been done on it, and 1 have lesrned abaut the dlmculty of definitions
and the aspects of

Now when does the exercise of that right [to legislate/censor] become
oppressive? That's a fine question which takes a lot of poljtical theory to
answer properly, but the fact is that every society has exercised the
making of regulation for its own protectios Obviously, almost every
law ‘is- an exclusion or prohibition of certain forms of behaviour...

(John Lewis, Personal interview. 3 June 1987.) , _ ;

Lewis views society as moving "back and forth on a pendulum.” At one time
it is more liberal, while at another time, it takes a more conservative stance. His
strategy is not to change thé content of sexually explicit material, except of

®course for violence coupled with sex, rather he wants to restrict its display.
Believing that he cannot turn. the clock back, he opts for a position *that will
impede further entry of pornographic material into the country. He advocates a
middle-of-the-road position, as he calls it.

The religious position-tends to go a bit farther and they tend to include
simple nudity,...whereas the sort of middle-of-the-road position in this
day and age is somewhat above that point. You know simple nudity a
hundred. years ago was a big deal.... I think you would get a majority to
support anfanti-nudity thing then. Now we are much more permissive.
in that area. (John Lewis, Personal interview. 3 June 1987.) .

Lewis’s strategy is an interesting one. He is clearly influenced by his strong
Catholic family background, and takes a relatively conservative ideological stance
that views commercial sex as pornographic, yet he opts for a very liberal strategy.
\ Lewis draws the line between what is ‘and is not acceptable at the depiction of
sexual intercourse, and believes that this line should apply to children as well hs
adults. Anything below this liné would, in his opinion, be left to the responsibility
of the parent to supervise and’monitor. This stance clearly would allow soft-core
matefial on public wlevxslon. He chooses m!ercuurse as his criterion because "it

661pig,




would [leave] room fo¥ different interpretations."8” He is clearly concerned with

g and i a v dard. For hum. the cdalition has
served to his own persp on por into terms that
will be more generally acceptable. given the liberal senumenl; of the times.

6.1.7. Iris Kendall, Administrator - Ideology and strategy .

Iris ‘Kendall first joined the coalition when shé was President of the
Catholic Women's, League. Kendall was ‘personally keen to become involved in
coalition ivities, but this usi ‘was not for i from the rest of the
League. Becasa of this lack of support, Kendall sgb.an the coslition ‘as an
individual rather't‘\i as a community group represeritative. 5

Kendall had

wuys taken the stand that sexuslly explicit material

was ic; in addition, she would
not condone nudity. For Kendall, sexuality should be a part of a laving, caring
relationship. Any attempt at public display destroys its original intent envisioned
by God.

My definition of pornography would be much more encompassing of a lot
of things that the coalition wouldn't define as porn. For instance, [ am
against the publication of erotica. I personally don't like nudity either.
Nudity is only an_attempt to reach intd the rest of the sexual aspects of
it in my opinion, but I know that the coalition doesn't go that far. (Iris
Kendall, Pérsonal interview. 27 May 1987.)

Even though Kendall took a conservative view on issues concerning
sexuality, she compromised her personal ideals to support the coalition's efforts to
restrict at least the most severe forms of pornogrgphic materiak She was able to'
compromise because she firmly believed in the rights of others to hold differing
opinions, and this allowed her to work within an orgnmzutmn that demanded
some compromise of personal values

I may totally disagree with your way of life. I may totally disagree with
your philosophy or ‘what you think, but I think I have every
responsibility to respect you for your right to have that, and for your
right to live a different kind of life than I am living.... [ myself have a
great respect of another person's right to differ from me and I find that
I learn a' lot from other people. Very often when people with different

. ideas, with different affiliations, and different age groups come

71bid.



together, 1t's a tremendous opportunity for growth. (Iris Kerdall,
Personal interview. 27 May 1987.)

Kendall's analysis of pornography conforms to her religious beliefs about
the role sexuality should play in life. "She realized that women are used as sexual
playthings for men’s benefit, and that in its most severe form, pornography is
linked to violent crimes against women.

To me jt is horrible, its terrible,sit shouldn't exist and the whole world

of women are just sitting back and letting it happent... [ think it is

outrageous,’ terrible, disgraceful for a woman to be degraded to that

extent and to be treated ____! Heavens above, in the old testament

. N days .women were more or less slaves to men and I don’t think it'was as

< bad as thatl.......... 'Women are being used,...their bodies are being

. used for money making purposes, they're being used to amuse men. We
are not toys you know, and I find that very degrading and very |

-( disgusting!............. As far as I am concerned, I think sexuality should

. be the expression of a loving, caring relationship.... I don't think by and, \

large' that ‘people love themselves enough. If people loved themselves

enough they would have more respect for themselves and they would

realize that they don't have to do this. I don’t have to sell myself to be

popular I don’t have to give myself away to every Tom, Dick, and Harry

who is going to forget about me ‘omormw as soon as he-finds someone

with a different color hair that he likes.... [ think we are created in the

image and likeness of God the Craator and I think that in llselfnges us

. dignity............. | T6 me ‘the beauty of a person is not always in their
. helght and W|dth I think the beauty...is in their real psyche, their real

4 . potential for good and for love, for “sharing and interpersonal
relationships. (lns Kendall, P%rsunul mwrvxew 27 May 1987.) .

While Kendall believed it possible to make the images in sexually expﬁcit

material more positive, she clearly felt that bondage and other forms of violeqt .

. deplcmns were the ultimate |form of degradation and could never under ag'
% have any redeeming qualities. While she attributed much of the
problem to the fact that wonren are unawarggthat they are the objects in the
pornographic scenario, she felt that it must b:amen who speak out ahd demand

their rights in this regard. E

Kendall, active in the administrative functions of the coalition, often left

3 * policy decisions to other members of the steering committee. Her. main

involvement came a few years after. the coalition’s formation. Because of this,

Kendall was not involved in the formulation of the coalition's position on
pcmography . ) .

-
This chapter brings together the viewpoints of all'the major coaliti:)n
steering committee members. A division is discernable based on feminist and
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religious 1l persp . These persp fit into the t
i of the i i of the por debate in chapter three.

While some membefs conform to either the conservative or feminist world views,
others advocate variants of both i o for
example, offers a feminist analysis which |denuﬁes socialization as the major
factor influencing society's view of sexua)ity, yet, at the same time, he believes in
the conservative premise that the human condition in its most basic form is

_controlled by its “plirely animal expression.” This animal, expression must be

socialized into an acceptable form.

One of the basic differerices between the l'emmlst and conservative view is
he importance placed on nature versus nurture as ‘a determinant of behaviour.
The feminist places greater weight on ization and views asa
patriarchal construct that has its origin in the socializing process.’ For feminists,
nature is a concept that cannot be distinguished from’ the social context in which
it is formed. What is considered instinctual behavicur changes according to the
cultute and the historical time period in which it is constructed.

The conservative, often equates pornography with the depiction of basic
drives, These drives are seen as having their origin in the laws of nature. The
natural drive objectifies sexuality unless itis g.ven\ucml character. Through the

ilizing process; i1, obj is into a loving,

caring relationship. To allow the display of pornography encourages and cuanes

bese hehavmur For example, Lewis, who fits well into this ideological frame,of

that such icti are destructive to sotiety, F‘nr

Lewns. private interests must give way to a higher moral 4uthority. Society i is this

higher authority. Bad is transformed into good either by adding a civilizing factor
or by restraining natural law. Hence, censorship and society work hand in hqnd

Gordon also fits into the conservative world view, but unlike Lewis's, his
analysis contains elements from other ideological perspectives. For example, in
accounting for the sexual behaviour seen in pornography, Gordon: places much
more emphasis on socialization than does Lewis.

All coalition steering bers want restraint imposed on
pornngraphy, but their views regarding restraint are products of differen belief
systems. The more conservative element wahts to return to a’society based on
traditional values, while the feminist wants to build a new and visionary society
based on equality between the sexes. For the conservative, pornography expands
the limits of sexual conduct acceptable to society; for the feminist, it reinforces

\ . .

8Understanding_indi
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and perpetuates the patriarchal view of women as inferior beings. The ultimate
goal of the feminist is to deconstruct patriarchal sexuality.

Within the coalition, the frame of reference used by each feminist member
emphasizes different base premises. Inglis, for example, 1s a strong advocate of
ial democracy. She supports the participation of all people in malterd! affecting
them. Because of this, she is an ardem believer in a coalmnn approach, and she
the idea of d hip boards )E' various

comm ity groups. Social democratic principles also underlie her contention that
the coalition must adopt a position’ that is acceptable to the majority of society.
My position, on the other hand, holds a more sceptical view of the democratic

| process. It is my belief that society is not a product of the views of all its
constituents, and that & democratic solution Hoes not necessarily promote the
“interests of women. As a member of the CCAP, my concern with the idea of
community censorship was that unless censorship boards were composed of a

strong femmut element, a morality v:ode would be implemented.t thnt .accepted .

sexist images S while bsnnmg mutual, sexually explicit material.

Under ideal iti one’s id: i pective would ine the

position & person is willing to support, but, as will become evident in the next

chapter, other factors must also be taken into account in understanding how
people come to accept and uphold a particular viewpoint.

In the following chapter, I logk at how, given the internal and external
constraints placed upon the coalition, individual ideolegies interacted to form
policy. The chapter analyses the coalition from formation t3 maturity, exploring
the process by which the 'group came to accept one boli:y. To understand the
factors determining policy and action, the chapter examines the.influence of
internal conflict, leadership formation, g'roup structure, resource mobilization,
and public sentiments.

' v .
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Chapter 7 B
STAGES OF COALITION
DEVELOPMENT

The 1 of the anti-| in N and
Labrador was fraught with social conflict based on religious beliefs and differing
gender perceptions. It could be argued that class was a factor contributing to
conflict over the definition of what is and is not pornographic (McCormack,
1980b, p.8), buit it is not the focus or the intent of this research to annlyaé class
distinctions. My analysis is confined to three stages of the coalition’s
development: the Formative Period, the Conflict Management Period, and the
Movement Maturity Period. While [ have categorized coalition activities into three
distinct stages based on my data, activities from one stage often overlap with
another stage. The analysis that follows does not, therefore, strictly conform to
the temporal categories imposed by me on the data.

>

During the formation of the CCAP, action was taken without set policies or

ers were uncertain of their roles and leadership was just

emerging. The position that would be taken by the group was, as yet, undefined,

and special interest groups acted in accordance with their own concerns and
principles,

The conflict management period was a time of policy formulation. Internal
* conflict accompanied this stage, especially when interest groups were negotiating
the position the coalition would ultimately support. Leadership and group
structure emerged during this phase. These structures affected the outcome and
direction of the movement. At this stage, it was clear that the resolution of
conflict was tial. Without idgologi "the movegent could not
sustain i from xqembel anizati Those groups which did not
conform to, or agree with the group's decisions, either withdrew their active
support or compromised their positions.

_By the maturity stage, the aims and policies of the group were firmly
to the existins‘.organizntinnal structure,
Effom at tension management dirz\inished and more time ‘was spent strategizing

v
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for action. The group was unified and committed to a common purpose. While
ideological differences were still evident, group action was aimed at implementing
only that stance which the group believed acceptable to society as a whole.

<

7.1. THE FORMATIVE PERIOD

Dl..lring the formative period, many developments took place. The structure

‘of the coalition was decided and the group.mobilized all available resources.

_ Leadership, duties, and norms were uncertain, and group policy was,-as. yet,

“dnformulated due to the diverse ideological perspectives held by coalition steering

committee members. :

k4

7.1.1" Resource mobilization

-

Discontent alone is not a i dition)for the of a social

movement. - Mobilization cannot take place without access to the right
combination of key resources. These include financial and human resources,
communication and social networks, and public support. In order for a movement
to mobilize a strong lobby effort it must be able to control these resources in
sufficient quantities to bring about the needed change. !

The Coalition of Citizens Against Pornography had access to adequate
financial resourées and was able to recruit i 2 d i
members who could tap, and use to the movement’s advantage, pre-existing
cnm{ngmcatmn networks. The example set by the cnalitixn' and the media
coverage of local and national anti-por activism, ! the
formation of apti-pornography ‘groups such as the Community Against
Pornography®® in Central Newfoundland and other special cominittees on

aphy within izations such as the N dland Association of Social
Workers and the Ne Teachers' A ic }

The ilization of a province-wid ti F lent  was
facilitated by funding received by the CCAP from the Women's E’rugramme of the
Department. of the Secretary of State. In t}‘m first year of the coalition’s existence,

)

"This group was established in the fall of 1983 after a public forum on pornography was held in
Grand Falls sgonsored by the Cantea Status of Women Council; The organization wa basically &
feminist group committed to the feminist distinction between erotica and pornography. N

. «
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the group received approximately $22,0007° in financial support from this source
alone. This funding was crucial to the mobilization effort. Without 1t the group's
effectiveness would have been greatly diminished, and mobilization efforts would
probably have been confined to metropolitan St. John's and the surrounding area.

4 Internal monetary resources were also secured from the coalition's
membership. Some of the larger community organizations, which were able to -
collect and donate much more than individual members, often contributed to .
coalition activities, but these funds we: . small in comparison to the Secretary of

State Qrants. : :

With the funds received from the Secretary of State, Dorothy Inglis was

hired as a ‘full-time co-ordinator and field worker. Her job was to encourage

' community action on. a provincial level and to educate the public about

pornography and its effects. She visited many communities from one end of the
province.to the other and spoke to countless community groups.

The CCAP obtained the necesskry human resources mainly from two
sources. First, the coalitional strategy employed by the founding mothers allowed *
the coalition accesy to key people in the cummunn.y These people were-primarily

highly d, affluent ing a wide range of
experience4nd skills: Second, mass mobilization and recruitment took place
mainly il rough connections individual members of the steering committee had
with various women's groups, church groups, and public service organizations.
The coalition was able to gain access to the rlétworks provided by a large number
of these groups through ¢committee members such as Dorothy Inglis, John Lewis,
and Iris Kendall,” all of whom were well known and respected within. the
ity. Inglis had i in the women's movement as well as in’
established political circles, whilé Lewis and Kendall were actively invalved in or
supported the Catholic church.

The anti h in Ni dland and Labrpdor emerged
as an extension of the women’s movement. This occurred because the fn:md'mg )
mothers of the coalition, namely Dorothy Inglis and Ann Bell, were actively—
involved within the women's’movement on a local and national level. The use of
already existing women's networks helped mobilize the movement in terms of
ideology and also in terms of a d ip. The women's i
network, which was ‘already in place, canfiot be underestimated in the role it
pliyed in this mobilizing process. Feminist coalition members who attended
women’s functions aiways took the opportunity to raise and discuss the

o " T0CCAP File Document, Acknowledgement of $6,000 received in April, 1984; Walter F. McLean
“ Federal Minister Responsible E.r the' Status of Women. Letter ECAP confirming & grant of
. $16,780. 7 November 1984. ..
/ -
. van, !
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— .
pornography issue at meetings.” This tactic allowed the coalition to contact
women's groups in other parts of the province without having to make large
expenditures from their own financial resources. Also, the Sfatus 6f Women
Councils and other women's organizations regularly sponsored Inglis to speak at
public events, conventions, etc. For example, the annual provincial conference
and government lobby held by the councils always had pornography on its
agenda. Resolutions from the conference were often put forth at the annual
government lobby, usually by one of the coalition members'or a representative of
a women'’s anti-pornography lobby group that had formed in another pm‘t‘ of the
province. < % .

One of the most important human resources was the ccalition’s ability to
secure strong leadershlp with the experience and knowledge to mobilize and direct
the movement. This aspect of resource mobilization will be discussed in-depth in a
later section because of its link with other considerations such as 1deology, policy,
and strategy formation.

7.1.2. Public perceptions of the Coalition of Citizens Against Pornography

From the start, two distinct perspectives were represented within the CCAP
- those concerned with preserving religious values and those concerned with
hymanist and feminist ideals. In the formative stage, the coalition publicly
espoused both a conservative and feminist stance. Many of the initial public
stnwmenu tended' towards a conservative perspective in terms such LH

) ity," "moral i " and "the violation of basic

human values.” At other times, the coalition upheld'a more feminist view. For
exdmple, while many of the coalition's first statements conform to the
conservative vlaw of obscenity, the coalition later took the posmon that obscemty
“is not a useful éoncnpt, in dealing with the i i of
and should, therefura, be replaced by a definition which disti ishes di di
from erotic material. While no formal, written policy acceptable to all steering
committee members appeared during the formative stage, the strategies embraced
and the messages portrayed through the media clearly show the presence of these
two perspectives.

- The feminist stance stressed sexual itation, violence, and
of women and children, while the more conservative faction viewed the
pornography trade'in terms such as " 'an immense social evil' unleashing 'dark
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, and terrible passions’""! In one newspaper report the CCAP was quoted us
saying that, as a group, the coalition was "protesting the baseness and
unworthiness of the pornographic material,"’? and another reported that the
CCAP was demanding that the CRTC "live up to its own mandate of mawntaining
public standards of decency.’’d These quotations clearly show a conservative
element in the CCAP.7* The Salvation Army, as a member group of the CCAP
steering committee, for example, was quoted as holding the following position:
"We're against the itation of sex,...it is d ive tc family life. We are
serving notice that we are not prepared to accept things the way they are. Sex is

“a gift-from God to be treated with dignity and respect in privacy."S Here, the
feminist rhetoric of sexual exploitation is transformed to fit a religious context.
Rather than viewing sexual itation as a i digm that keeps
women in traditional roles, feminist rhetoric is here used to reinforce xlnd keep the
traditional family unit intact.

Two factior)s \were operating at this stage. One viewed pomugraphy in
conservative terms of community standards of tolerance, with a central focus on
maintaining society by preserving a "reasonable” degree of public decency. The
other faction espoused a new vision that maintained 'a clear distinction between
erotic acts which' are mutual and non-exploitative and those which promote a
power imbalance subordinating one partner, namely the woman.

Many people saw the coalition as having a strong right-wing element, and
judging by many of the newspaper reports, this opinion was not unjustified. One
woman who was active in the feminist movement expressed her group's
discomfort with the CCAP as follows:

They were very worried that it [the CCAP] was being taken over by
right-wing, anti-sex, anti-choice, anti-sex education in schools, anti-
family planning information...and they did not want to be associated

‘ a

)

TlThe Exening Telegram (E.T.). "Coalition Against Pornography Assermties Avaceness Kit" 22
November J083.

. 7351 “Citizens Plnnning'Prms: Today Against Pornography.” 9-April 1084,

73The Daily News (D.N). "Protest Today Against Porn on Pay TV." 18 Junu’ary 1984,

741t may be argued that these quotations are practical strategies used by ;\:nmu_w enguro that
government' agencies follow elines. [t

Satements At into. the pel!onul |denl?lcnl penwum ur muveme

discourse such as public standards of decency are rarely use

pornogr of_equality_and mutuality while conserv
Pornography as a atier of Commealty standords.

o
[ activists, For example,
35, Thoy usually view

g

7BE.T, “Anti-pornography Grnup Demonstrate.” 19 January 1934,
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with that kind of attitude -because it was against what feminists

ieved in. I don't think anybody (in my group] was against
the issue itself. [ think.they thought that the coalition was dangerous.
(Roberta Buchanan, Personal interview. 29 October 1987.)

i i

Another woman recalls her impressions: "I think there was a lot of
discomfort with the coalition’s position. My impression of what they wanted to do
was more of a wholesale restriction of anything seXual."76

The different and lf;f",en conflicting perspectives puhlicly espouser by the
CCAP depended mainly on who spoke for the coalition at any particular time. In .
the first few months, the coalition’s platform was not clearly defined. These
months were a time of learning. Many of the steering committee members had
joined the coalition with just a gut feeling about pornography. It took months for *
some to understand the ins and outs of the legal system and to become familiar
with what was taking place across Canada with regards to movement matters.
Others came to the movement with a clear understanding of the issue and a well
defined Sense of what should or should not be done about it. As a result of these
varying degrees of i i different i were evident in public
documents published by the CCAP. For example, one of the first public documams
pmduced by the coalition gives- the imPression that the group favored a more
conservative view of pornography This document reads as follows:

The meamng of the Wnrd "pornography"” is imprecise. One working
definition is: "Representations ofa sexunl nature, usually sold for profit
and for sexuhl which are depraved, degrading,
or otherwise offensive \to the ordinary standards of society. (CCAP
Application for Membership Form. 2 January 1984.)

|

A This position is markedly different from the one later adopted by the CCAP
on'its ‘application for mamhﬁrship form; one that clearly displays a feminist
understanding of the issue. Tbe statement that follows, which later appears on
the coalition's membership application, was taken directly from the application
form devised by the Canadfaf gonlition Against Media Pornography.

i

Pornography and sex-role stereotyping violate the dignity and right to
self-determination of women. We define pornography as verbal or
. pictorial material sexual that is or
abusive to one or more of the participants in such a way as to endorse
the degradation, and believe it to be substantially different from eromcu,
which ‘we consider to be " ble sexual
between people who have enuugh power to be there by positive choice.
We are not for the repression of sexuahty but rather are seeking a new
portrayal of mutuality and respect in the representation of sexuality.,
(CCAMP Application for Membership Form) .

T6Linda Kealey, Personal interview, 18 November 1987.
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The application goes on to link not only parnography. but also sex-role

, stereotyping to a social "climate in which womgn's physical safety in the street
and in the home is jeopardized, and womén's fight to equality in the workplace
continues to be denied."";his revised form used by the CCAP, identifies women,
not community standards, as the central‘“concern in the fight against
pornography.

7.1.3. Feminist analysis contributes to_the coalition’s platform

The position of the CCAP was not developed in a vacuum, nor was policy
formation a linear process whereby a formal position was decidéd on before action
was taken! Public statements were made and activities undertaken without
formal i from all i involved in the steering committee.
Decisions about how to approach a problem were often left to the discretion of the
person assigned to the project.

The group was influenced not only by the perspectives of its members and
the structure of the group itself, but also by the group's analysis of how far the
public was willing to go in legally restricting pornographic material.

During the formative period, members of the coalition who espoused a
feminist understanding of pornography wanted the CCAP to. clearly distinguish
‘between erotic and pornographic material and to accept the former as an

form of sexual ion. Froni the start, these members felt that this
distinction was essential to gaining public support, particularly given the liberal
sentiments of the 1970s which would not condone any stance that was anti-sex.
These. members felt that, in order to bring new insight to an old problem, a
perspective was needed that allowed for a new. undersmnd‘mg of the issue. This
new understanding came from the feminist analysis.of pornography which viewed
women's ity as to male d The primary concern of
feminists in the group, was not the explicitness of the material under question,”
but rather the portrayal of women and children as sexual objects whose only
purpose in life is to please men. One local paper reports this position as fqllows:

The coalition says the types of magazines it is primarily opposed to are
not those that depict nudity or erotica.... [They are] opposed to thuse
which depict violence, cruelty, crime, abuse, ipcest or other forms of

77CCAMP Application for Membership.

7T8This distinction holds for at least two of the feminist members of the coalition,
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5
human sexual behavior in such a way that it degrades and humiliates
while also endorsing the activity. (E.T. "Pornography Protest: Company
Caught in Middle.” 12 April 1984.)

Even though some cummxwee members wanted this distinction to form a part of
its public platform,”® it was clear that members such as the Salvation Army
would have prel‘erred a more conservative position.

The coalitional structure .chosen by the founding members inherently
predisposed. the group to a diversity of opinions and views on pornography.
Because' of the varying i i of steering i members,
the stance taken by the coalition had to be one of moderation; one that would be
supported by the majority of its members and the majority of society.*In this
regard, the CCAP worked within the confines of the existing social order, which
meant that the group did not need to build an/elaborate ideological base founded
on radical alternatives to the existing order.In fact, the ideological base had to be
such that it would gain mass support. To this end, the coalition relied on. a broad
platform'encompassing many different perspectives. To some extent, the CCAP
did definé the issue in new and visionary terms by offering the public an
understanding of pornography that had not been considered before by either
liberals or conservatives. This new vision was based on the feminist distinction
between erotic and pornographic material. How well this position was underswod
by the public is debatable.

At times, the ideology of tha coalition was unc}énr Certainly, much of the
media coverage of coalition activities in- the formative stage~indicated a
conservative element. This stage was a period of intense mediaittention and also
a time when the coalition’was the least organized. Thesé%actors, coypled with the
lack of any formally agreed upon ideclogical perspective, contributed to publxc/ s
confusion about the coalition’s stance. In palh the coalitional structure caused
inconsistencies in the public's view' of the group's ideological perspective/ both
because of the diverse member groups supporting the CCAP and the inconsistent
public statements made by different steerjng committee representatives.

o
"9Dorothy Inglis, Personal interview. 4 June 1987. "

80Roger Gordon, Personal interview. 20 October 1987, ;

\
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7.1.4. Role of leadership in ilization and policy

The attitudes and opinions of those forming the steering committee of the
coalition, plus their ability to organize and arrive af some consensus as a group.
the ’s. ability to mobili a strong lobby. Inglis played an

important role in lmzh the mobilization effort and the formulation of the position
adopted by the CCAP. The ‘leadership structure became apparent in the early
stages of the.group’s formation and emerged as a function of knowledge,
and ion skills. L ined the channels of

. communication and networks used by the movement, 'which in turn, influenced

the focus and position of the coalition. The fact that it was the women's

movement that brought the issue to public attention, to some extent helped '

the ’s agenda by feminist activists in the political
process, but the final direction taken depended on those involved in the coalition
and their ability to influence policy decisions.

From the start of the public debate on pornography, it was Inglis who took
the _initiative to mobi public discontent over pornography by writing
newspaper articles, giving public lectures, etc. She worked alongside of, and in
close contact with, the Advisory Council and other feminist groups which had
been concerned about the pornography issue. As, early as.February of 1983,
almost a year before the formation of the coalition. and. before any formal action
was taken on this issue in the province, Inglis had w¥itten an article for the local
newspaper, The Evening Telegram, discussing the issue from -a historical and
feminist perspective. This article shows that she had clearly analysed the issue
and that she had already come to the conclusion that fegal restriction was
necessary. P §

When the tithe caml to take publlc action, it was Inglis who appeared tt
the forefront. Inglis brought with her not only leadership qualities, but also the
knowledge of how to form an effective lobby group. It was her experience in such
matters that made her the central and most important agent of the movement.

Inglis grew up in a politically active family which used a socialist approch
in its analysis of the human condition. This, plus her father's predisposition to

Christian principles, may have given her the ability to empathize with, and -

effectively negotiate with, feminist and rehgmus grouys alike.

Her political background with NAC and the NDP hdd given s thurough
understanding of the political process and the agents that must. be invoked to
bring about changes to the social structure. With strong ‘social and political
connections within political circles and the women's movement, on both the
nationial and local level, as well as her extensive public speaking expecience,
Inglis became an nmporzanz asset to th’e ‘coalition. She understood how to use all

.
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available résources to bring about change.  In fact. she was the only member of
the coalition who had -a good understanding of government agencies and how
these could be i loited for"the ment's benefit, )

It was through Inglis  that the local coalition was linked (0 the Canadian

‘Coalition Against Media Pornography and other politically active national

groups. Probably most important was. her position as Chair of the Pornographya
Committee at NAC which allowed-her to have regular personal contact witl
many groups involved in combating pornography all across the country. This post
allowed her to get a sense of what was takig place in each province, Inglis
became the central communication l;nk between the local and national scene and
a key figure in co-ordinating local and national Aactivities.

Inglis came to the coalition with an analysxs of pomog(nphy and how it
could most i be Her k and rational
approach to _t.he,gubject quickly made her an authority figure within the group.
Inglis brought with her a women'’s perspective, one which she.never compromised
or watered down at meetings to accommodate other- differing perspectives. Her
feminist focus was)respected by the-other steering committee members. While she
saw women as the central concern of the movement, her approdch was one that
could be accepted by a wide range of people. Her gual was to. promote a viéw of the
coallt\on not as a radical fringe group, bub as a group expressing the sentirients
of the majority. .

’

e

7.2. THE CONFLICT MANAGEMENT‘;STAGE

o
Dunng the conflict management !taga, the various members of the steering
to le group policy. This process, as mentioned

) earher is a difficult one to pinpoint. Policy formation did not take place through

A

formal means, rather it emerged fra{n the interaction of the various members.
Those most_ involved and committed to working on and bringing about change
were able w mﬂuencé policy by the mere fact that they were often the most vncal
and thé most active, By i
conducting seminars and lectures, etc., the 3 ti itudes,
and values became entwined in the work process and its products.

Those who were public figureheads had more opportunity. to form public

-opinion, Inglis, for example, became the coalition field-worker. In her capatity as

field-worker. she - worked full-time recruiting and mobilizing other community
groups all over the province. She gave public lecturessin places such as Labrador
City, Gander, Grand Falls, Mount Pearl, and-Bell [sland, talking to gudiences
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such as hlgh school students, v‘uman s groups. church groups. social workers, and
labour unions. Inglis presented a feminist analysis of pornography at these
educational gatherings- and certainly her analysis influenced how others felt
about -the coalition. Other coalition members were also important in forming
public opinion. John Lewis as spokespérson, played a central role. He was the one
most often quoted by the media at demonstrations and public events especially
during the first six months when the coalition strategized for high public
visibility. The coalition newsletter was also responsible for forming public
pinion. The newsletter, written by Judy Facey, one of the feminist members,
regularly gave information on action taken by feminist groups and other
organizations. It also clearly documented the coalition’s concern for feminist
= issues related to pornography®uch as child abuse, sex-role stereotyping, and
sexist advertising.

Leadership played a very important role at this stage in unifying the-group
around a‘common position. Thé main role of the leader was to direct the
individual members away from thelr own personal ideals-towards a pragmatic
stance that could bl d -given the polmcnl and social
climate of that time. While:some members pushed for a more ‘conservative or
feminist_position, the ifying factor was'the itién that for the coalition’s
position to’ become a viable solution, it must have-widespread support‘ )

The ies supported by i
their position and power base in relation -to those who were central in
determining policy. Where the position supported by a member was inccmgruex'\lt
with policy makers, the potential for conflict was present' Conflict also

. materialized where members viewed others-as dxﬂ‘ermg radically from their own

\ views. For example, di between radical 81 and strong religious
factions were evident. When people with such divergent views Work together,

‘some conflict is inevitable. One special interest group, for example, was adamant

that sexually explicit homosexual material should net be “eondoned by the

restrict its

availability. From :i' feminist pe’rspectiva this ~stance
.o distrimination against an identifiable minority group. Also, other ‘members
initially wanted more legal restrictions on soft-core material, but these views were
moderated by strong leadership intervention which brought the issue i}nm focus,
ensuring that any action taken by the group was ore acceptable toa wlde range
of people.
~ . _The cu;,litian's s\ippart of the t;lis\tinctinn between erotic and ppmugraphic

v

8l1Radical remmm" refers here to Fergusun 's (1984) use of the term. See chapter three for
clarification.

,members were key in determining '

nstituted clear




Many groups which saw the coalition’s position as oppdsed to theit own did not

material did keep some groups from participating in coalition activities. One
member of the coalition talked .about her alliance with the Catholic Women's
League and why she felt that the ‘organization did not wish to be represented on
the coalition steering committee.

hey're allsanti-porn of course [seferring to the Catholic Women's

-* eagues], but they're anti-porn even more so than the coalition because

¥ they are anti-erotica.... In some respects, the group up-hére is not

ed over: the codlition because it doesn't go far enough. That

oesn’t hit me that way personally at all. I think if you can do the front

+  of your house, do it. I.don’t see any reason for not co-operating because

they- [the coalition] are only going this far. (Iris Kendall, Personal
interview. 27 May 1987.)

wish to associate with coalition efforts. The coalition was viewed as muchtoo
liberal by the conservative-minded and much too cnnservatlva by the llbeml-
minded.

The, SISWC was one such group that had difficulty supportmg cnalm}\

efforts. Much of this-lack of support was in response to the SJSWC's own inability .

to form a pnsmon on pornography acceptable to its own steering committee, Other
factors, such‘as the SISWC'’s, belief that the coalition represented and supported
conservative views on sexuality, were also respanslhle for conflict between'the
SJSWC and the coalition. Because of this perception, many of the SISWC
steering committee members sat on the fringe of coalition activities, maintaining
a critical view of the positions taken and the alliances made by the CCAP. In the
end, the SISWC withdrew its support. To explain why the SISWG was viewed ay
a fringe group it is necessary to understand the internal policy making grocess
“ith‘m the SISWC itself.

' .
During-the first eight months after the formation of the coalition, the "

SJSWC was represented on the CCAP .by the chair of their pornography
committee, Women ‘Against Pornography (WAP). The decision to*have a-delegate
of the SJSWC on the coalition was made by. the steering committee of the
‘Women's Council at ‘the request of WAP,S2 but some people on the steering
_committee were never quite comfortable with this ldea.“ Time and time again,
"discontent was &pressed hy the steering committee over Lhe SJSWC's affiliation
with the CCAP.

825J5WC Minutes. 6 February 1984.

835JSWC Minutes. 14 May 1984; 7 Qctober 1985; 21 October 1985.
A ,
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As chair of WAP, the difficulty of representing,the SJSWC at coalition
meetings became apparent when I realized that the SISWC did- not unanimously *»
support an association with the CCAP. Many on the SJSWC steering committee
adamantly asserted that only groups supporting a strong feminist perspective
should receive the Women Council's support. As a representative of the SISWC, I
was concerned about pushing for-a coalition commitment to an ideological
position acceptable to feminists. Because many of the SISWC steering committee
members were ag ‘nst aligning with the coalition from the very beginning, this
allegidnce was a difficult one. It meant [ had to deal with conflictistemming from
a diverse range of opinions on pornography in both the CCAP and fhe SISWC.

During the formation and conflict management stages, the position:
coalition would ﬁnnlly endorse ‘was. uncertain. -At that time 1
expressed by myself and the SISWC that the ive-that=would
form the coalition’s -position would be a conservative one. As a representative
concerned .with a particular political focus, my main concern was to ensure that
the parspective taken by the coalition was, if not a feminist one, at least a
libéral® understanding of sexuality. Unlike Inglis, who felt empathy and respect
for rehgxous "viewpoints, my political view of those adhering to religious teachings -

. was that their ing' of i flicted with feminist® beliefs. This

I

view was ~Fi5o—supported ‘by most rzpresentnnves of t‘lr\e SJSWC steering
committee, a stance that put the SJSWC in direct conflict with other coalition
members.

Because the coalition was a group 'composed of .many per;pectives that-had
to- be compromised or assimilated into one unified position, the strategies
supported by the CCAP were not gcceptable to all members of I:hd‘\ SISWC st‘eeﬁng
committee-Not-only was-the SJSWC divided intérnally over what was and was
not pornography, but it was also divided as to what should be done about it.

- These dmswm caused interrial conflict within the SJSWC. Some_ steering

commitiee  members felt that legislative intervention would set a dangerous
precedent. One cominittee member.said, “l don't think anybody was against the
issue itself. The steering committee felt there was a feminist line'on pornography
and that they:would make the distinction between erotica and pornography."85 A
problem arose, however, ‘over where.to draw the line and whose definition of what
was degrading or objectifying would become the official posmon of the SJSWC. On
this point another member saxd )

84nLjberal® here should ot be mmpuua 33 liberal in Lhn libertarian lanse which considers any
restriction on sexuality a that I.would personally
support any sexual numy bel.weln cnnn i 3 al. han means that I would, if
necessary, endorse a non-feminist position that takes a more positive view of sexuality by promoting
sox educaiion, the depiction of nudity and erotic ar, et

-85Rgberta Buchanan, Personal interview. 20 October 1987.
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This was always a problem I think, because everybody was dgmnst
pornography, but everybody's definition of pornography was a little
different, and then when you talked about the whole area of' censorship

. then things got really strange. (Beth Lacey, Personal interview. 2 June
1987.)

Opinions about what i por a did differ sub ially. At
one meeting of the steering committee, one member exprqssed her view that
bondage in a sexual context could, in fact, be erotic. She supported it by saying

that bondage could be a mutual act between consenting adults. For the most pnrt
though, the SISWC did not consider bondage an act of mutuality.

That horrifies me because it seems to me such a patnarchal paradigm_
of power and to me the feminist movement is trying to get away from
domination-submission and trying to get into ‘personal relationships.
The whole idea of S&M [sadomasochlsm] seems to me totally against
any kind of feminist (Rol Personal
interview. 29 October 1987.)

Differences of opinion and tension over this issue were apparent.

I'm not sure 'where anybody stood. It always seemed to-get so heated

-ywhen we talked about it. It's like abortion, people- have Téally strong
views on it. If you are anti-censorship then yot are really strongly anti- ¢
censorshlp (Beth Lacey, Personal interview. 2 June 1987. )

Beth Lacey, co-ordinator of the SJSWC Women's Center, explamed that she
wanted pornog‘rnphy removed from society, ‘but “without losing access to
6 For her, the main problem was over the censorship issue and where _
e drawn between acceptable and unacceptable material.87 For
Lacey, the risk invulved in restricting legitima'be works was too high.

With these cunservatwe amtudes ratummg to our soc:ezy at this
time, [ would b ards and

legislation disallowing material '.o be prmled or viewed..
.- 1 hate pornography and want to be rid of it, but I'm also scared to
death of censorship. I believe that we should explore the issue of
censorship further before any decisions are made; keeping in mind that
our society is leaning dangerously to the right and that caution is

= needed. (Beth Lacey, Speech delivered during a panel discussion on

censorship, sponsored by the Human Rights Association, Fall 1984.)

86Beth Lacey, Speech dullvered durmg a panel discussion on censorship, swn-mn by the
Human Rights Association. Fall

87rbid. —




*'For Lacey. the only safe solution was educaiion §8 <[ don’t think we can
legislate it in any way.... That sounds-really wxshy-washy but [ don't think we

can legislate."®® Lacey's anti her view/df how the *

SJSWC should tackle the issue of pornography. She viewed any group working for
legislative reform with suspicion. Working with those who held conservmivg
views of sexuality was out of the question. . L B

Consensus on the issue of por was not for
SJSWC steering committee and the itoue was never brqught to the SJSWC

membership for a general vote. Some steering committee members favored. -

legislative action while others did not. The fear of right-wing eakeover of the
pornography S5e made some femini ive of impl i

reforms. Many were even uncomfortable about supporting feminist mmatwes
because of the poss
pornography sanctioned that did not coincide with their own undel‘standmg of

. pornography. The idea of democratic censorship. boards or legal restriction on

viewing material was ‘one that many, feminists feared -would- -be contrary to the
interests of women. Past experience had shown the feminist community that the
system often worked to women’s detriment, even when laws were put in place to
alleviate: injustices experienced by women. The concern of many feminists was
that- legislative restraint or censorship boards would be com.rnlled hy those
holding conservative views of sexuality.

The debate within the SISWC steering committee centered on three main

areas. One was the prol roblem of deciding on a definition of pornography. The

second centered on who would decide, in a pragmatic way, what was or was not’

from "the
-

ility of losing the battle; of having a definition “of

porndgraphic. The third was over which group would be able to mobilize

politically to control the issue. Those who believed that society was made up
mainly of liberal-minded people were more inclined to support legislative action,
while those who saw the comervntive element as predominant tended to see
legislation as a threat to the of sexuali Strong di of opinion
over these questions ultimataly led to conﬂlc&r\thm the SJSWC and between the
counul and the CCAP. The ouwcme was the withdrawal of support by the SJISWC
for coalition efforts.

The conflict within the SJSWC is probably typical of the divisions within
the women’s, movement over the issue of pomngraphy, on both the local and
national levels.”Some of the views on by steering
‘members resemble those of the anti-censorship faction that mobilized to oppose

88hid. . -

89Beth Lacey, Personal interview. 2 June 1987,
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the anti-pornography movement. In this sense, understanding the different
positions of SISWC steéring committee members illuminates the larger debate

over pornography. !

" The coalition did,.from. time to time, have strong conservative steering
compmittee members serving on the board, but for the most part, their stay was ,
short-lived. Because of the coalition's pro-sex stanc., many fundamentalist groups
did not wish to be represented on the coalition. One member of the Pentecost
Faith whe was interested in representing her church was denied support by
church officials due to the liberal stance taken by the\cnalmon Another group,
the Salvation Army, was represented -during the Fn)’matmn and conflict,

. management stages. While the Salvation Army often suj ported and lobbied fora

more. ive stance legal cti a/z\gI inwivbntiofl. many of
their more extreme positions received little support from the coalition.
)

7.2.1. Internal structure of coalition begins to emerge

With time, the steering committee moved from being a fluid entity with few
norms and ground rules, to a semi-structured unit. Unlike the formal

Structures istic of business and bureaucratic organizations,

* the structure that emerged in the CCAP maintained a more communal style, with

each member dften taking on the roles ‘and duties ‘of other steéring committee
members. At the end of the formative stage, members began to take on duties for
which they felt they were most suited. The roles and duhes assumed by each
to their indivi and This of
roles played an unportant part in determining the policies and strategies adopted
by the group as a whole. Inglis, for example, was most effective at directing the
policy decisions of the group. At steering committee meetings she d
herself with global matters. She co-ordinated and mobilized other members to
take public action, always accounting for the most effewd exped@m. means

of securing political results. Most s were ated to take

into consideration political will and public reaction.

Lewis, Facey, and Rochester worked most effectively at the local level, -
writ‘mg letters, contacting and meeting with government officials, and conducting

community projects such as door-to-di i Facey was i for

keeping the membership informed on movement matters through the monthly

3 was on many ions, concerned with the progress of the
AN
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anti-pornography movement and its image 10 the eyes of the public, [n this
regard, he focused not only on.local matters, but also on how the local moyemcnt
co-ordinated with national concerns. Kendall dealt with in-house administration

including day-to-day. financial matters, and minutes. H

Gordon, and myself were more with i i on

pornography that éanarmed with particular ideological perspecuves 20 .
Thé coalition si committee can be viewed as having three distinct

"groups of participaits. Thege include what I refer to as a cor  group, a support
group, and a radical fringe. At the center of the steering committee were Qhos‘e.
whose ideological perspective was congruent with the, strategies chosen by the
group as'a whole. This group adhered to a more "liberal" view of sexuality and
lobbied for strategies congruent with this liberal understanding. The core group
was composed mostly of members tendirig towards a humanitarian/feminist world
view who supported the public viewing of sexually explicit material based on
mutuality between participants. The corg group functioned as an overseer and
instigator of coalition activities: Its main purpose was to co-ordinate local
, activities in harmony with the national scene so that the movement could.
eﬂ'echvely invoke and use the ‘necessary resources to mobilize  change. ‘

The support group was composed of thasr holding 'a more conservative

ical schema, but ing the liberal b es of the coalition. The

ﬁiembers of this faction re i the need to ise their own personal

views in order to secure legislative change. They saw ‘the movement as a means to
rather than ing the présent social structure. The nbjectwe uf:‘ N

this group was not to change the basic values held by society, but to ensure that
these "values were more strongly entrenched in the social structure. Most
members in this grouping believed that sexuality should be a private affair
between married heterosexual couples. The support group participated in core
group decision making and became actxvely mvolved in local activities. Some of its

b held ini b of this group were, on the .
whule. less experienced with political lobbying. *

The radical fringe was d of whose i ical beliefs and
strategies were congruent (i.e. those holding a conservative ideology and
supporting ‘more ct‘servative strategies or those holding and supporting a
feminist ideology and strategy), but conflicting with the core group’s position.
This group was composed of special interest groups that saw pornography as one

* issue among many that is d to a global ding of the world and
how the world should work under, ideal circumstances. Théir ultimate hope was to

90, should be naed that Hammorid and Stockwood Were active in'the coalition only dunng the
formative sta X 3
) ’




v

. « 5 . -
implement a new world vision and they saw, the coalition as potentially
‘ontributing to the implementation process. While some core group members also
wished to build a new society, they were more willing to adopt a moderate reform
policy than were those in the radical fringe. The fringe members were concerned
with implementing a stance that would concur moré with their own ideological
world view. Because of their unyielding|stance, this group often lay outside the
main decision making body. Their main function was to act as a lever, trying to
sway other members to support a more or less militant position. The fringe held
the purist ideals ‘which had, in reality, the least chante. of implementation. While
all members of the coalition had a vision of how the world should ideally opérzt:.
most were willing to make compromises. The core and fringe groups wete the l8ast
llkely to compromise ideological views, with the core more effectively dewrmmmg

the coalition’s poslt? (X
N <

{ .
7.2.2. Coalition of szans Agnmst Pornozraphr ideology, polity, and
stmtegy kY

! I

" As previously d d, pinpoi ‘ the “idéol 1 stance of the coalition
is difficult. In fact, many IdEﬂlOg‘leS were operating simultaneously. At no time °©
during the coalition’s life cycle did t e entire group adhere to one particular’
philosophical perspective, but by the- end of the conflict management stage it did
agree on a position and strategy. ot } F

" The coalition took -a pro-sex posjﬁn From its inception, feminist activists
were adamant about the necessity of adopting such a stance.
that any action taken should be founded on the distinction between. erotic and

lngliss contention *

pornographic material was one case i
effort to support a common position,

which feminist members made a unified
hereby ensuring ‘that the coglitinn would

not be founded on conservative principles.

As early as February 1984, the

" sexual violence’yand degrading mate

group had decided on two areas of focus:
rial?!  Sexually violent material- was

consldered mull unacceptable by all r{\embers of the steering committee, but the

of ing sexual

on the | schema used

by each member to interpret the conmxt and content of the material under
-question. The coahtmn did adopt the position that non-degrading sexually explicit
material was not of concern to them, but in-fact, this was the area of most
conflict within' the group. For some, ithe context in which the material was

|
glccgl> Minutes. February 1984. ‘
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displayed was mgst important, while fr others the content was the determining

factor in judging wheweer the materlal was degrading. For example, to the more *

conservative element, the public depiction of sexual activity was critical to

understanding its pornographic nature, while for others, the display of power *

imbalances was more important than its pul display or explicitness. All,

steering committee members considered soft -core material such as Playhoy and
to be of their philo

position. Where the line between what should or should.not be tolerated was to be

drawn was an area that members had to come to terms with. The coalition’s

_ "liberal" position supported a pro-sex and pro-sex education stance. Groups such

as the Salvation Army were much more restrictive on both accounts,

During the formative and conflict management periods, all groups actively
contributed to coalition activitigs. By the later stage of the conflict management
.period, the steermg committee was comprised of the core group and support group
only; the radical fringe had dropped out of active pamcnpaubn in steering.
committee duties., Even though the conflict management stage was a period of
working out strategy, the degree of cohﬂxct between members was never sufﬁqlent

| to divide the group. ‘The core and support groups comprised the majority of -

steermg committee members and became the basis of solidarity. Conflict was not
that evident. All members agreed about restnctmg pornngraphy, opinions dx@red
ﬂmly over where to‘draw the line.

The coalition had been originally envisioned as representing various

commumty groups. Even though many groups suppgrted coalition efforts through
ing their ip and or g financial

g;éup representation did not become the basis l'or coalition decision making. For.
many -special interest groups, the compromise necessary to become a working
member of the coalition’s steerinig committee was cuni Ey to their gr?rp‘s ethical
and ‘moral dards. What ped was a indivi
who were, for the most part, willing to campmmlse éhelr own personal ideals to
btai action on

| By the end of the conflict management stage, ghe‘position and strategy the
coalition would employ to lobby for increased legal intervention had been decided.
The major’ concérn of the group was to stop the pornography industry from
gaining further access to public markets for middle-range?® and hard-core%®
pomograp(hy.

n

92y iddle-range material mtludel mlurlul ﬂlut is more degradi ni and more explicit than the
softcore, rlnuy, centerfold ty) Re [t focuses on activities such as lactation, mlsmrbnlmn.
and actual ntnslruhon, and often it dnplcu blatant power imbalances between partners.

'93Hard-core material depicts violence coupled with gex, coarcion, incest, child pornography, and
PO e R A A sexpal context. s
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The strategies? used by the coalition, were tied to the development of the
movement. Some strategles were predetermined by the work already undertaken
by the founding mothés of the CCAP. For example, Dorothy Inglis and Ann Bell
laid the groundwork for a provincial by-law restricting the display of
pornographic material in retail outlets long before the coalition formed. Once the
coalition became establi ing the by-law i became a part of
the coalition’s platform. The i of ici ion wa§ to
become a major lobbying effort for the coalition, lasting from the time the
coalition began in 1983 to the time of this writing in July of 1988.

Béll and Inglis wére not the only protagonists t bring a resolution to the
Federation of Municjpalities to restrict the display of pornography. The Board of
Directors of the federation received reqylests to implement such a by-law from
-many people and groups.®® Other women’s groups such as the Mokami Status of
Wamew Council in-Labrador‘were acnve in rallying support for this by-law
The concern of all these groups.was to get the municipalities to bring forward a
motion at  their annual meeting ;n 1983 to restrict the sale and display of
pornographic material. For example. Joy Pye-MacSwain, President of the Mokami
Status of Women Council presen| ed a resolution to her local town council who in
‘turn took the resolution to the annual general meeting of the Municipalities. 97

The federation received iumerous requests to pursue this issue further, and
even though support was for/thcaming from thé federation, it would take years of
lobbying to decide the outcome. First, passage of a law enabling municipal control
over the display was stalled because the. Provincial Department of Justice felt
that such a law could be challenged under constitutional law. Then, when
enacting l‘egislat‘mn frém the province was finally legislated giving municipalities
the #ight to contml/éhe display of pornography, a municipal by-law was bogged
down because the/ﬁuniz:ipalities did not want the responsibility of defining what
would be pomogrsphlc They also did not want the added expense of policing
magazine sl:ands. =
S -

Mynformation contained in the following section on oulition airategy was compiled from St.
John's newspapers and the CCAP minutes and newslette

Smith, Difector of the Ngwfoundlnnd and Labrador Federation of Vlumcxpnlmua
Telephone conversation. 11 December 191

D.N. "Pornography Resolution to_be Presented.” 14 October 1983; Cecilia Saunders, Fo-
ordmamr of Mokasni Btatus of Women Council. Letter to SISWC. 18 Octaber 1983.

/ 97Joy Pye-MacSwain, Letter to Inglis. 18 January 1984, N
/ &
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Members of the coalition léarned much from these:efforts. First they
learned that to implement even minor changes;to any law requires an immense
amount of. time and effort, and second. that without the coalition’s constant
vigilance, changes would.be unlikely. This realization may well have spurred the
coalition to continue its work over this five year period.
The mahmms work was invaluable l'l the lobby for mumclpal restrictions.
Each time a r ‘a appeared, the of
control over the display of mmography. the coalition was there offeririg new
solutions to government. Without the coalition’s constant monitoring of the by-
law’s progress, the possibility of legislation might have fallen by the wayside.

s .
5 . Ay . y
During the formative stage, the concern of the CCAP was first, to mobilige
a strong movement all across the province, and second, to raise public awm'nlg:
about the seriousness of pornography and its effect on society. It accomplished the
latter by strategizing for high, public- visibility through tactics that would gain the
attention of the media. Media coverage was used to sway'gover'nmnt officials
into taking action on the issue and to inform the public about.pornography and
its availability. -

The Provincial Advisory Council on the Status of Women was involved in
many of the initial public events in which the coalition participated. Many of
these events were, in fact, jointly sponsored by both the Advisory Council ahd the
CCAP. ’ i

Alfter the formation of the CCAP, the Advisory Council and members of the
coalition immediately called a press conference to inform the public about the
coalition and- its intent to take action on . The press confe
stressed vmlence and sexual exploitation ag k:y areas of mncem. Inglis,
on public opinion, said that "a difficulty still exists irl making people *
understand'the degree to whigh child abuse, masochism, sadism, incest, rape, and
other forms’of sexual violence are exploited through magazines and. ﬂlms

The press v:onl‘srcnce was followed shortly by the pressing of chargqg under
Section 159 of the Criminal Code against two- outl-cs One was H.fL Marshall,
the pmvlncml whnleulnr responsible for dlsmbutmg most of the pornographic

in retail outlets,'and the second was an'
exclusive pornogrnphy shop located in St. John's known as "The Escape Hatch."
Other éstablishments singled- out. for future action included crown corporations
‘such as hotels and airports that sold nver-the-:nunur»p‘aomographic material. .

98E.T. "Coalition Against Pornography Assembles Awareness Kit." 22 November 1983.



Prosecution was eltfechve n gmmng public visibility for. the |saue .\nd
raising the awarenesg of store owners about'the type of material carried 1n their
own stores. Convictions were obtained on both of the charges, but other attempts
at prosecution were not $o successful. In Jaruary 1984, the coalition tried to
Cconvict HH: Marshall and several “retail outlets for carrying o ‘magazine called
Playbux Pamdy (Winter. 1984 edition). The magazme contained depictions of -
violent sex and| child apuse. yet the men Prosecutor's Office” refused to lay
charges because| the material was judged not to contravene the law. This inact ion

. on the part of the prosecutor’s office reinforced the toalmops view that leg\slnuve
reforms were long overdue °

Diséussior with i of H.. H ! plus ]agul action mken
against the company, ‘did not result in any corporate golicy change regarding the
. dlatnbutwn of pornographic mnmnal .In April, the c_y_nlmun nfanned a protest in
-front of H.H. M; 's wholesale outlet to " the -company’s lack of
concern. The march resulted in the Roman Catholic Schml Boardgwllhdmwmg
support for the company's ‘annual c}\}drens book -review contest. It ‘was also
rumore’tf that company, | representatiyes ‘wertld to do,something about the kirtds-
of materials it d.latnbuted or the school board would considér finding other agents
o supply the board’s textbooks.

In ‘Janu‘ary 1984, the coalition, in canjunction with the Advisory Council,
called its first demanstration to "protest the ‘lack of action by the federal
government in regulating the program content of Pay TV."9? The protest was a
follow-up to the national protest against Playboy programming’ which had been
called one year earlier, The\demonstration was- effective. First, it called ‘pub) ic
atben{uon to the fact that a year, had lapsed, and the government had taken ino
action on this ‘matter, and second, the one hundred people that attended the mid-
day, mid-week march was a clear mdmdm that the public was fpely concern
about pornography. -

The coalition also worked behingd the scenes, meeting wnh and writing_to
government officials. Dunng its first six months, mucb timé was spent preparm
a brief to the gover inted Fraser C: i on P and
Prostitution that held hearings in St. John’s on May 7, 1984. The brief presented
to the Commission argued for legal restraint of iridividual freeddﬁ based on thé
potential harm to others. It also siipported the implementation of a community
standard based on the tolerance of society. The report contained little indication
of how the vast array of pornography,. ranging from soft to hard-core material,
should be dealt with by the law, or how provlnmal and federal juriddiction over
pornography should be allocated. This posmon would only be formahud after the
group' had reviewed the Fraser C ission’s findings and

?9D.N. “Protest Todey Against Porn an Pay TV.".18 January 1984. *
3 - " ¢
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By fall 1984. thé coalition’s work was receiving national prominence. The
CBC television program "Man- Alive” produced a special documentary on
pornography, focusing on the efforts of the CCAP. The film received nation
coverage and was a clear sign to government officials that the nnn-pomographi&
movement would have to be reckoned with.

The impact of efforts by the coalition and other groups was being felt all
across Canada, and it was clear that other factions in society were finding the
growing public di with hy th i © One St. John's
‘newspaper reverﬁed.g.o‘ public name calling as its only defense against coalition
work. On one occasion, the editorial writer defended a magazine that had been
denied entry into every province in Canada because of its sexually explicit photos
depicting bondage of women. The editor described the magazine as having a
"modébt, but well d and \l-deserved for k-raking
journalism."1%0 The article went gn to malign. Dorothy Inglis and the coalition by
rel'erring to ‘them as "a small, relatively : unknown 'mt.erest group” which

“"manages to dictate to millions of Canadians what they may read and see."!0!
The article” painted the’ anti-g asa™" ip brigade,"’
composed of a minority who wish to "force its standards and morals on the rest of .
us."!02 QOther' comments, such as the following, directly attacked Inglis. Inglis
was referred to“time and time again in thig editorial as "Ms. Ingli$ and her gang,"
"Ms. Inglis and her guardians of qur morality," or "Ms. Inglis and -her
legionnaires of decency.”'% One can only conclude from this attack that the
coalition's work was being heard in high places and that those in’ opphsntmn to
*legislative control were starting to retalmt/e. v -

By late 1984 and early 1985, indications of a backlash by civil libertarians
began to appear in the news media. The Periodical Distributors’ Association of
Canada was one group that distributed information packages to' magazine sellers
telling them thst it was theu‘ right to sell what they pleased and that they should
ignore by indivi or anti- -groups. 104

+ The distribution of the Periodical Association’s kit, plus allegations, from
the media that the CCAP was a small unrepresentative special interest group,

100, T, "I it a Victory." 16,November 1984, &
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prompted the coalition to call a press: conference -early, in 1985, The press
conference was represented by the following members of the CCAP: the
Newfoundland Association of Social Workers; the Newfoundland and Labrador
Arts Council; the  Women's Resource Centre, Memorial University; the
Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Labor; the Salvation Army: the
Provincial Advisory Countil on the Status of Women? the Anglican Church of
Canada; Transition House for Battéred Women: the Baha'i Community, St.
John's; the St. John's Status of Women Council; the United Church of Canada:
the National Action Committee on the Status of Women; the Women's Institute;
the Catholic Women's League; and the land Teachers’ iation. 108
At thé press conference, the coalition recalled past successes and unveiled plans
for future action. One project. was- the distribution of "Porn-free” signs to store
owners all across the province who did not carry pornographic material. The
porn-free campaign’ was an attempt to encourage the public to be conscious of
where-they shopped. This campaign was to be followed by the distribution of an
information package to combat the misinformation contained in the Periodical's
kit. -

Neither of these projects met with much success. With all the other
pressing duties of the coalition, neither project was given ‘sufficient attention.
The only consolation was the publicity received when the coalition unveiled its
plans. -

A revigw of the coalition’s work during the formative and conflict
management stages reveals four main areas of concentration. They include:

1. Educating the public about pornography. The coalition Bid this
through conducting educational sessions, distributing newsletters to
various community groups, and writing to the editor of the local
paper, etc. N

o

. Bringing the issue to public attention by holding various events to\
attract the attention of the media. Activities such as demonstrations,
press conferences, and pressing cnmmnl charges agamsl. whnleeale
and retail outlets carrymg rul ere
produce the desnred effect. )

©

,Labbymg government to regulate Pay TV programming, Lhe display
of pornographic magazines in retml\outleu and to introduce new
criminal code legislation.

105 7. “Porn-free Signs Next Step in Fight by Coalition.” 19 February 1985.
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4. Mobilizing other groups to become actively involved in- lobbying
government.

7.3. THE MATURITY STAGE

The maturity stage was marked by the formation of a clear position on
pornography adopted and supported by all coalition members. At this stage,
cnnﬂnzr diminished and those who continued to work with the coalition were
uhified in their approach. : . S -

The 'a&optwn of a clearly formulated stance was, for some coalition
members, aided by the release of the Fraser Co ission’s Report on P
THe report solidified many of the legal and phi i sur
the issue, and pcsed a three-tiered solution that divided pomog-rnphy into soft,
medium, and hard-core material. The position finally adopted by the CCAP was
as follows:  ~

1. The CCAP supported the criminalization of any material endorsing
criminal acts such as violence, child pornography, incest.

2. The group wished fo ensure that material not presently legal.under
the old obscenity law would not- becoma legalized under the proposed
amendments to the act. . \

. They wanted children’s access to Over-the-counter, soft-core
pornographic material. restricted, and material to be stored away
from view of the general public.

©

Most steering committee members felt that hefare violence coupled with-sex
became commonly accepted as a form of entertainment; community action was
necessary. All believed that hard-core pornography could easily be controlled
because the market was not yet established or accepted by the public, but the
soft-core pornography was the most. visible and lt was probably this material that
caused many people to support or become 'actively involved in the anti-
pornography movement. Certainly, this was the case for at least three of the
coalition’s lobbyists. Some members came to the movement with the naiVe hefief
that it was possible to remove at least some of this soft-core material from sqtiety.
For example, one member who was responsible for assembling one of thefirst
awareness kits of the CCAP said in the letter thatGintroduced the kit to
community groyps, that the aim of the group was to "stamp out pornography.” 106 /

106CC AP Anti-pornography Kit. 10 November 1983,
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By the end of the conflict management stage. such all-encompassing statements
were rare. The group understood that it was unable to successfully curtail this
flourishing market. At most. the movement might be able to impede its growth
into areas traditionally off-limits to the industry. These areas included the

ion of soft-core on Pay TV, the increased distnbution of
hard-core magazines in over-the-counter retail markets. and the increase of hard-
core pomogn!pl\v on home video cassettes.

The position finally adc ted by the coalition reserved criminal sanctions for
criminal acts. Where a variety of public views -existed i.e. the solt-core and
middle-range material, the coalition lobbied for local restrictions on access and
display. The cutoff line bétween acfeBtable and unacceptable material was
drawn at the depiction of sexual intercourse. While all coalition steering
committee members agreed on this cutoff, their individual reasons for choosing
sexual intercourse and other middl§~range sexual activities such as the display of
ejaculation, lactation, and so on, |lfered substantially. Inglis, for example, was
concerned that allowing the display of intercourse would open up the market to
material that was presently illegal under the obscenity law. The end result would
be the liberalization of the ade rather than its restriction. Inglis
realized that this position would alienate many women's groups who were
adamant that sexual :xphcltness :hould not be subject to laqnl sanctions. Even

Inglis was not with ina mutunl lationshi

_but .she was concerned that allowing its display within a patriarchal context

would only increase the number of sexist and degrading magazines on the market!
In discussing the proposed Bill C-45, Inglis says the following:

. The question remains as to this number six [of the proposed criminal
code] where they have termed it intercourse, ejaculation and so on. As
you know and I know, what they [the justice department] have been
trying to get at are the magazines where women are ejaculated upon
(and] urinated upon.... This bang-bang is the only Way | can describe
the dehumanization of people in those films. That's what that section 1s
set up for...... . We are not talking about intercourse as a human
u:nvny. That's nﬂowuhle under this act, What isn't allowable is what
is being shown as a bang-bang, an inhuman, degrading activity.

. If there's any way that'somebody would like to suggest that number six

. be made clearer. If there's...extra words to.show artists across the
country that their rights are not being infringed upon. [f there is a legal
way of uddmg that, fair enough; [but]. I don't “think we rought
one battle in order to logse another, on't want feminists in
Canada to be responsible: for opening the door to any degrading
material.... So whatever safeguards anybody. thinks are neceasary to .
control that I have no argument with, but [ have every argument with
anybody who thinks that's not important.... (Dorothy Inglis, Personal
interview. 4 Jurle 1987.)
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" Compared with Inglis's reasoning for choosing intercourse as the cutoff,
Lewis's reasoning conforms more with a community standards approach and is
compatible with his view of maintaining a maral code of decency. The position he
chooses to support is well above his own personal smrﬁzfds, but he chooses this
position in consideration'of what he believes society is willing to tolerate. Like
Inglis, Lewis wishes to prevent the pornography trade from going beyond its
present legal limits.

At the maturity stage, coalition efforts moved away from high public
visibility and education to increased private lobbying of government officials. The
concern of-the coalition at this time was the implementation of particular
legislative reforms. At the provincial level, the municipal by-law and the
ir,zroduct‘mn of a video ratings system were priorities for the coalition.

Because of the coalition’s experience and expertise in tl area .of

- pornography, the group often- worked dxre&ly with government oﬂ‘enng assistance’

‘and suggestions about" possible ‘reforms. In effect, l:he coalition took on the
function of public watchdog, monitoring govemment action: The medm was used

‘mainly. as a lever to ensure progress in this regard. At this sbage. the need for

monetary ‘resources diminished slightly because the large amount of funding
required in the mobilization stage was no longer necessary. During the maturity
phase, lobbying experience and an understanding of the political process became
of paramount importance. '

At this stage, success depended more on the group's ability. to negotiate
en‘ecnvely with government agencies. Success was, however, subject to the ability *

. of outside opposition forces to. mobilize against the antl-pamography movement.

Opposition’s ability to control the outcome of the anti-pornography movemeqj, was
a function of its, ability to convince government that therewwas strong public
support for an.anti-censorship position. Also, the fact that the pormography
industry was funding some opposition efforts helped the movement for free speech

bilize. Political "powerplays" within government were also a contributing
factor. Those working within'goverament who were against the dnti-pornography
movement were in some cases able to discourage gnvemment action.” Tactics such
as delaying legislative re[orms‘allnwed the free speech faction time to mobilize.
For example, many cealition members "suspected that the first anti-pornography
bill tabled in the House of Parliament by Justice Minister John Crosbie in 1986
was, in effect, a roadblock to allow opposition forces time to mobilize an anti-
censorship-movement. This bill received little support because of a clause giving
judges total control over what ials would be

As theanti-pornography movement was enui’ing the maturity stage, a time

1, . ] RN B
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when it received little media coverage. the free speech campaign was becoming

highl): visible through the media. This visibility - suggested that the- anti-

censorship groups, were gaining public support. As the anti-censorship movement

became more organized and began lobbying against Bill C-54 (the proposed

federal legislation to control pornography and its distribution), it became clear

that there was a strong possibility that this new bill, introduced by Justice

Minister Ray Hnatyshyn in 1987, would not receive second reading in the House..
Some coalition steering i ers suspect~d that ition from within
government was holding back on the bill. At coalition meetings, discussion
focused on how to immobilize anti-censorship efforts which were often financed bl
private business interests and supported by many human ‘rights organizations,
prominent members of the arts community, and the libertarian faction of the
feminist community. The coalition felt that this campaign was deceiving the
public by spreading propaganda about Bill C-54 and its effect on litefary works of
art. The coalition was faced with the dilemma of how to combat anti-censorship
forces with the meager monetary résaurqes received from its membership dues.
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Chapter 8
- SUMMARY .

In this thesis-I have examined the historical, structural, and ideological
conditions giving rise to the anti-pornography movement in Canada. I, place the
anti-pornography movement in Newfoundland within the broade Nmn of the
Canadian movement. [ identify and study two main protagonists ‘in the
mobilization of the anti-pornography movement in Newfoundland: the Provincial
Advisory Council on the Status of Women and the Coalition of Citizens Against
Pornography. - - ' :

The thesis puts forward three arguments: (1) that the women's movement
wds' an important factor in the muobilizing effort of the anti-pornography
movement in Newfoundland and Labrador, - (2) that -women- were: central in
determining ‘the structure of ‘the movement, and (3) that the position supported
by the ilizi gent of the m i.e. the coalition, was, to some extent,
infl d by the feminist i ficoalition steering i members.

The analysis illustrates how the pornography debate was shaped by three
~ theoretical paradigms, namely, the liberal, conservative, and feminist world
views, the implications each had on the pornography debate, and their influence
in the f tion and of the The: life experiences and
social interaction which give rise to, and help shape the perspectives of each
member of the coalition are explored, focusing on the social conditions which
organize how people come to hold differing ideological perspectives. I begin from
the assumption that jdeologies help organize people in different Ways by shaping
how they view the world. From this point, I show how these worgl views he}pec} to
form the position, strategy, and structure of the coalition.

Essentially, this thesis is’the*working through of the paradox that exists
between th ical ideals and i iderati Theé study ines the
factors that modify the ide& that brought coalition members together in the first
place. The trade-offs people make between. their knowledge of the world as
constructed through the use of logic i.e. the models, paradigms, ‘and  ideologies
used to organize reality, and knowledge of the world as ‘gained through lived
experiences, are examined. This paradox has led me to personally question how
people come to understand the world, how they construct "knowledge" about this
world, and the influerce of experience and ideology in forming what constitutes
"truth." In this regard, the thesis poses important questions for future study.
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* By the completion of this thesis. the outcome of the anti-pornography

s ‘efforts was u . Clearly, an anti-censorship movement had

organized to disrupt the ‘passing of ive t i on por hy, but

only time would: tell the influsnce ‘that the anti-porasgraphy movement had on

the public’s percéptions of pornography and their views regarding regulatmg the
pornography industry.

On a personal level, | believe that the expérience | gained from my
involvement in the anti-pornography movement was invaluable. The ‘zonflict
arising between my political analysis of pornography and that of other coalition
members made me realize that compromise is inevitable in the process of
implementing change. People who are not in a position to bring about change can

espouse a radical political platform, but once they are in power, constraints axm
that make the i ion of ideals kable. The i

also made me
realize that all people have something of value to say and that not all people who
hold different ideological perspectives are our enemies,
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