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" merodiiction,
i (S 17 iyt 4
The s:ndy £ the nonm‘gy of cl'guﬂ:h and selt, d.e rallgto [

T c{mrn to'the: conum\a oi l:nnr.ampotary aocinl idaniys its

1mpozm{ce can: be determined quﬂ‘.e uimply by nor.ing the. fnr.t K

thn: nwst/ of ‘the Nbrr.h Amticun pnpula:ipn\havﬂeen, ox. #rs

! pruently afiliated lnr sone ‘vay with'a chureh o aect
e

.ﬁnve

11y had-mack dn-the dhpets

of uocietnl cﬁLngeB. Hnwev T, 5 ﬂieties huve alab i.nte

and. changes in hen.s

Thesé chariges, and, r.rends in religinnu organiz thous hy be T
; it i

essily identified because of theit frequency”of oéaunence, :

SN
. espectally In mnﬁn “to sects. m this p&'pe'l 1 will discuss

:eliginus change by focusiag on i3 sectdrian aspect’ as mmma .

S b ln the Horldvide Churl:h of God "¢hereaf ter referred. tn as" the WeG)-. - &

'me nex: section 1s’ai intrédustion to, this -sect.

The WCG - Ire’ Beginings dnd Early |

5 - ‘A'he ‘héad, i and adminls:ra:ox of the wcd 1: llerbert V'

Amtmng, vith h!.s gon, Guner Ted Armstrong. second in comnnd.-

‘veruian of the Chlm:h of God lvhln:h was: starled by Jesus Christ and e

<
his Apostleﬂ. Whéther or ;i OE thia claim is a valid‘ ane is :Lndud &

m::er ‘to'be mvestignted by chumh Tistorians. Thg centul concern

}@ e ii\h?und.uiun he GG originated and evalved Thte 1ts presbmt
™

s.dccount ‘1" fatrly well laid out .1in the. Autobiograply of < “




Amutwng siys that he hegm Hia search for the ergeh chutch

o Goa 151928, He'p ’ « : a5 ta vhat

O (e Yerd church sﬁould eﬂhnc ohaervanca of the’ Saturday Snbbuh. !

o ) beyém By complete inneraion, belleh in the "WInd Coptng"of Christ,

etes” He s:atea thaz e mnwed hu chni.ces dor.m :n Cha Seventh- Day

n.nr«lnf nd the Chu::h of” Gad. /

Bible u}mh thm any. [o:her] uhurch."“- He thetefau ‘becare ;f.nm.s- %

) mﬁ.y imoTved vith

Hissonri (the lncazim\ of the church'! headqnntl:era and publishinx house)

.

He Hns orduiued a, ninisﬂex in EJI at Stmhery,

During che ensuing years of - the early and ‘mid 193mtmng Wi
. et_much oPPositicm and conmcn in the Chnrch of. r.od. e submits tn [

‘his su;magnphy that the churchvas moving toards a Pentecostsl type ..’ : 2

uf xeligh?n in itg y{nselytmg rs, and

Actually, this efa of the WG 1y lhmuded in [nyn&:y because - thers has ‘1"

heen absplu:ely nar_hmg wtitten about 1: sxcept: by Herhen W.Amstrong - Nk N
hmseu. Many. think, but cammot prove; that, the reason ;hind these - S

conflicts was:. Amstrnng s attmpta o assume cutnl control of the ﬂec:.‘

ey asimé, he u:und his owm secz, zhe

§ [ >
: "Rat:lia vqhurc'h of " God". Ame\:mng l\lhmits th&t this spliiter group com- .

8 1 imen hefailed to: do this,.

B f
b uists of those who

nained :rue to‘(:he faith"'. “m any event, 1§3A

saw the.start pf" the "Horld Tmmw" brnadcﬁat and’ che P_l_gMﬂc_h el T

#,5 L 3 ‘magazine -~ the tw most: important tools. of the WG 'today:,~
) 5 T 5 v TS 3t I .




& mmple, the san: belisves :l\ Scxi

. : ia /. ‘ o :
ot o i uu -u‘uemmu; the m cmmn of God xtldu!.ly a =
o~ anded to become's eat AR over 75, oon members and a Yearly incame s
'. of aver 50 n11lim dollars. ' o 2 Y
o0 The central e.Uefa ofthe wcc i
T A : !

The | H!}G 1s a sect vhich believes ln the litaral interpuﬂ:inn

f the Bﬂ:ls. lt bcllml th:ll 'beea\l.u ‘it submits :h‘t God spi.red ;

-the. Iﬂ'l:!.n! of :}\- 01d -nd‘ Neu J‘!Btmts and (hurafom th:y must be

X eat lengr_h- as axuhpumd by . ite m.ny ‘norehodss, p

ldult blptim by Jowplu:gr;uzaion, % ot

nnn-cglgbt-:tnﬂ vf holidl.yu such ag ﬁl.r stmas and’ F‘ltn. etﬁ.

The basis of wee' Mliefn 15 thnt society is evil he:ml! h\m.ln

ut\n'e 1is buicyly xvﬂ.. Man can cmlequen\’_ly only be  saved thrnnch B <

an acup:mca of the Bidle- and through ' dedicatdon to 11\7! by its
principles.

unvever, since only a hlndfuJ. (mordm to r.hA !ﬂ:}e.
Hl}uy) will do th!l ic Ll inev

ble that man vill destroy himself
i | . »
Jhe:um he now g the capaglty. to du s0. This w.u'lmpym unle:

d lne intetvenll.on

"Ind Coming!") _occur:

that this 1s exactly what will luppen in the near fture -
Christ Wu.l ratllm- s

ln othar. mira, ‘mmdme" dﬂcl:x!.nn, Ehe WB aléo claiss that, 1 ]

Enke: 1:- hellei! directly f‘mn thé Bible. In thearea .of h!aliﬂg, for. I

Ces ~nm-.11y vhen they comund

an individual t

V'pist your trust tn God

in. the FHDG. In: lhz area of lllhing the WCG hjli.m- that Glri_sl:hnl
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. the Wce's

such as ﬂ\risms and Gﬂnrl

9
ecognueﬁsy the wee. because chey.dre 'not spjcificnlly

ST I 'mtimed i.n x:he Biste They do, howaver “celebrate u nmber of *

aml vnrious othe‘r hj.gh rankl.ng mininars ruke up the ramainder uf the top

level of - th.e hlexarz:hixl pyrnmid. The unly decisian which. indlviduul

xneltsch' ”'hur h type" '_

TIeT s cnnservnt!.w ‘to’a certain extent -
“acfepting ‘the seculak order. of ‘society although
clainifg ‘domination ‘over it. ‘ In pririciple it
; ,15 irriversal in that if desires tq cover. the whole

life of-humanity. ‘It uses the state and ‘the Tuling
‘classes to accomplish its gbals; thus:it becomes am
intégral part of ‘the: soedal order dependerft upon
the upper classes.




e M g Ttultu:h s "sec: cype" 1s vld_.uy & dlanetric opposite of

and temi to avoid the  state .and & lety
:elther by merely tclzrq:m them_ or by

c elenénts that
sects might now embrace ‘in a world where men

have' far, nore’ ‘dlvereified gocial grperience.

styles of

and eEhicnl ‘practice gamiiot mow be:®
neceseuuy asuociased wir.h ‘each’ qghn, 5,

ulat sttata.

dluensiwnu th: a!.milurlty . pmail. Szct.srian uvamty 1588,




1wpxwed ipon by mendmg it 1.ntu the fnm ofa cont:mumk of
Course.AY must. Be realued that this g si.mply another cﬁ\ag

matlmd af ect. cuauﬂuciun whkh :tu:ee virtually as w&

SN .' pmblm as it uolveh It auifers frmn r.he mherenr, dlfﬂ.culties .

would be-at Lhe othet end: These, would represmt "idenl typau & -

beasuse they would e rarely fmma in aol:i.:ty 1n' theis puie fnm.

The .wcc ‘may b ‘plugeliwall m the left of center in the '_‘ ) 1
Y

e its lacnl origr ut the world:  These

T’ congregatinna rarely exceed oo mumbeu ekcept in 'Lurge uet:opolimn

areas..’ Huuaver, in rerms ot world: cnverage and

sentation” £ii"the |

Lt the sect Eype becauss of 1:. e dally contact with scciety

thmugh the medh, !{uwevzx, this 15 -not: the case hecause indivldual

. /" /members. are expected to' tnteract p:nm—uy \ith other membe'n 4 both
wo':k and dhciaL settings vherever possible. “The WCG. has many 3
T4 actlvitles whi:)\ aré designed to-dchieve, this end _of insuti.ng that' "~

nembers du not nead to mrch e\u:a{de the orgsnizat:lan fn! aocia.l and.




= voluntary mesbership

* Scripture

~‘emall

. < avoldance of the

state and.soclety

- connected with-the . ©* -

lower classes

members have expe;
denced the "n!v M.rth"

< liferal ohdhnne to

. ~large

“much. contact " md
-:cooperation with
* the state and society

—Mnew M::h" is w0t
needed 3

= "oose" interpretation
and obedience of Scriptyze
LT




In. cpntrast to the mfmd

N
Rawever. it, cvt :
oft se].l" .pprum wieh

0 member with: Hhum b 4 hﬂVE qome

ver. profsssed to be "botn-agaln”. This 1s.a tem i

'uxeu:y £ :‘ue scet's beltefs, I many |,

hing’sl of -




o A dad 14l b g the delindation of the sectias distinct Fork

Sects in which he ul:ﬂ.i:es vuziouu cai:ago‘rle& or "se'ct qmses i lle

chose. :he:: “clmsea order to faduxme a sociclogical examin=
a:!.on of pn:f.icular \prEin, mporr.mc m the study of neccs

The general framevork that ve Have

. now developed in-application to’Chris

tianity will permit us in the followi.ng

_chapters to ldok at, actual sects in some

detail; and ‘in.particular at the origin
and dévelopment of particular movementa;
their organization, ‘the classes from

which they have recruited, the.means’by

- Which ‘they haye/grown, or the causes of

“7i.7 ¢ ‘theiridecay, their'social practices, .and -,
B . the 'way in which their patterns or re-
. sponse. have;shifted- in the process of,

ocial change. % e

" Hichael K. Weleh'has mmmed lewlon s sect classes'and fas

\used: Chem S T a' bi

systen.
rhrfw dimgnnlons which he utdlizes ars. “organizational pre-

carionsuess and " sel:ullr feireation —’ucuvim 3

‘me fam.er di.mgnslon re to the "pres:lrioumess of ‘the’

Lu:ter o _‘ di

ve Leolation which

' Velen's bl;li.uﬁm!mal,_claasuicacien systen (Flgure z) a2

asect mzmifes:s.

very useful hethod of l.ccating .n/d difietmcutmg teligiuus sects |

dhth'basis ofm m 2 1és. unuevé:"-

the chuxchA




L0d ORGANIZATIONAL Pmuqum.ss

lﬂ-dl.{u of God .

National Primitive
.

5 |wu.cu\{‘;mnmslqm CLASSIFICATION. SYSTEM . .. *

NS u-umu Spuuu.us:] i
% 0 ‘Assoctation )
: 6B _01d German Baptist Brethrex
- A -0ld Order Amish Movement
* PC-*Pefitecostal Church of God
- of Metica
“FB' Pentecostal rke-hpnzed
Holiness Church
25 Progesstis. Spiricusltse. {1 - *
*Association T
“8a salvation & Army’ ool
AD  Seventh-Day Adnetists |
<U-U_Unitarian-Universalist
VOA Volunteers of America

Bapti

FIGURE 2




‘dontnation which m“ be usefully applied as a classificationof < . o

: the voice behind th "Wor‘ld Tomortw" “radio bl’aadmst md "Gamet

Max Weber concelved of three broad  types of authority. or

 chiizches and secc; ‘. These three ‘types’are charfematic, traditional,

 and uuonu-lega W site 8 5 o

Ulmziamntic A\l:honity refers to the nu:hor’i[y of one : ﬂldividull i

: qu.llities. “Carrier Ted Amcrtmg\}

Ted i tel m' TNy gand exauple of ' Ehis type

‘of Lndividual and th= HCG ls a gucd axnmplg of'a :huriumtlu sect.

aperutas upén the aniceity of ‘age old rules and pwers" L, SR

Rmﬁan Catholic Chlltch 4is one of t:he bgst exuml)lea of :hin !ypa.

Eltianal—legnl authority 1s bused upi; thi-comon acceptance of - . 5

mpetsonul noms and, rules -which define 1eglt1.ma:e duninltiun. The'.

- pergonal and trnditionul q\mlitiea nf\luderehip are of mo relevam:

in this éatesory.

ology, which . - s

. Anoth exi.tnt g religlous

can’ be :on:eived in :a‘ of a"four #old tablé (Figure 3), is 'oné

proposed by Roland Robertson.!® It consists of two' axes - ‘member

ship ‘principle” (exclustve - #h lusive) and “self-conceived bsis

cf lagi:hn::y" (plumum;xcnuy 1egx.txmte -

uniquely. iegiu.mr.e) Lt L

The "mbere'hip prlm:lple" s‘i.mply xefers ‘to the quu].lt)' of- :he’

; sl:nndard! of . &ntry Lnl:o the. relig!nus organizntion. ThE WCG is very »’ ¢ L

i
definltely near :he "exclusive" end o( the conunuum in/that its "




- '/ A gl e 0

 The .buh of . " is the axis denoting

the rﬂlgtnwpnlunm'l view of L:uu in t!.hdn to ‘being

Aqm-:e). oy bei.u miwue in this ume: (uniquli,\:um-u).
Xphud:hailcﬂlnthlvmtﬂ'hl lq'uxe ’fmenm four

fold cable because’ i€ 4 pmdp‘la 1s ’ _m g

cmceive- uuu to be “mtqmy 1e51dut= n fact, ,1: ch!.u

thlt 1t All'me s tht Km Chﬂ rdan faith md l.ll oth.r nligiwl

o bogiuu are.
v oy

e forns al Fagan

The WC( a.Vo: Imn Organdzation

mn: uh note of the mque nature of uugimu organ:
. zationg viéa'ona decides Whethier to fefer to thea &b Volintasy oF
nd:end!_l- Host voluntary auocudvn- expartmca “tension m some ..
forn between their leadership and ‘their dembership. unuuy. .um-n-,
3 thmlr.andaun’ne quickly resolyed by nferenu 73 -nmd and/or

muted Tules:~In a Christian chnn:h or - uel:t. hwlvlt. the IIAL

 leader 15 thought o be. Jequs: Christ -  the "Lord of Lords"; ‘the
uwpuumg this;
canany church be truly vuunm-y siace 1t 1sruled, at Jeast B

"Prhﬂe ﬂf Pea:a who ‘r\dﬁl with an im hmd"

qﬂmhuﬂy, ;bya monarchial

sten leaving little room for
voluntary dction because of my statutes, r)u.lul, prpcedures, and

cm-mdunn'l

SRR AORAG chu que.sr.iul\ ia'tn ‘order. When ai mamnm ‘becones an [

official member of !he llnz he'1s &xpanted to concur with :hurch

N dnc:rixm in bath ‘his ﬂwu(l\t Ind lctinn (IE, Mllever, he mn'poufuuy




Tnstitutionalized




* Tocatéd at the extrpiie "volunl:nry eml of a voluncary action continu

i e RN Thraugh sis \m"lqne oot ¢ it has’ ‘some’of 1tg.

vnlul\:arism 1n relatian % :he ncmll:inuin‘g actions, nf its mamhers,

ey bt e ac:ual process uf ;ommg this skt o Vircially any or_her

L »religioua orgaitzation, ‘Temaing, truly as yoluntary as ma tern ey
iy e

SN
I:udy of a tel!gious secf_ iuc_h as :).e HCG. (hmitman: of

e . - unaouhcediy prove tﬁ bea ftutfu}nély as would.s
G i

. T Anto exactly what type of person Joins: the HOG and what speclﬁ.

o mdividusl chu:uccet!scics :hai: zhe p:dselyzing cf che sect

at:empr.s tu capitalize on. i Y

% }H-




s B ® bosu-,

However, I will concentrate on. the process wiich most sects,

iding the.WCG; experience ' Lid This process
tavélves increasing chinge in the sect in  the. dfrbetion of contemporary -
- social mores and values: Usually this means ptogression to the rlght

along the church-sect continuum, -, = c

i ual the temn evoluuon staply as an al:emufve t9, but mot -

S and tharefo:emredlczad

Genemlly ﬂpe.!king, sectaﬂan evnlutinn 182 proceds which" an.‘

sects & through in’ sore munner. bt thia does ik fmply. that 1: dal

Mt Iflvlys in the Bnme di:ection. Sumeci.mes, in response ‘to’ sncietnl

pzessuzes »

{ec:, such a8 the Rnppu:ea of the m.d ﬂrde‘r Amiah vLU. %

: tétrace their steps and ennrenah themselved in the old fsich"‘. o

ma cepmu question, hmvever, “As "why Fron sectarisn evoxucmn

7
m:cur’!" oasibly the: anéver maybe ‘found in, lir.em:ure from e

soci.ology of. For ex.}nple, dnn1‘ sation"- g ;

..a pracass which mayl be identified in mlny ‘sects, Afcer tha initial

charisma:ic effec: of a: sect 5" fmmdex beg 8 tu diminish many of

md ﬂnccrina,l ;l muu then

N webe: 's "rounlnln:ion of charisma' prinupm applies ‘here hecause

come fomallzed.

1: deals with the auccassim plublem‘ﬂnd the format‘an of traditional




N

, . : : EYS
) % 4 o & % a .
andfor legal Tules. . -
ALL but those who submit that,réliglous organizations have
their own intrinsic origin and quality will recognize. that change
© " . in religlous scts often fyﬁous wa regult of soctal change 1n -

thr u:ger society. Tha degree te 'uhich a sec: manlfeszs

Vo exelbetyiey <it1l déterntne the extent. that 16 refleczs soctal

change.

Many uthez 3  of

exist such'as

chose vhich fncua on md‘lvldu.ul chnngep in-1

rship or:changes =

2 which Eoll.nw 8. douttil\al ze!.nterprehution.

“These wili be’exanined
closely. 1a - the fwlleui.ng chap:eu. Rl wre ]

Yo. and. n_Evolutin

{Ome ‘of the. tmportant factors affecting ‘the ‘extent of sectarian

A zvnlutinn 1s. the deg(ee ef vol\mtarism that a.seck exhihits. In the..

urse of evclutlon a sect must nake mpnrtanl changes which

as. This °

;
Eranyaitly, mvolve comproniseu n nany pivotal dnctrinal }q
tas hsppen:d to-the WG In reupect to sany  1ssuds, : divorte,

y smutrlage, tithing, propbecy' Gge. T 5 4

¢ The nbility of :a-sect. to, a'h!brb these changes and to \mdergo a

0ot evolution 1a' enfiinced 4f it exhibits a.low degres of .

T neaber,

since they are expected to

mmnny Jotn'and conaequentiy re_\min 11~ h;e sectywill probably

- mot leuvefeven Af they dp disagree vith some declainn! made by 454

o - their leadera. However, In vnnmazy sect a number of’ members

vill vo1un:au1y Leava df: el ¢hanges perceptively Fron the

& E s:nfe in w\uch it origmally motivar.ed chesememheu to.. jom.
T 7

iy o




sect = the worldwxda cnurch of God. " T have uhmm ﬂ:s ra,ladva

years sdnce its mcepum

S i) 'maor.am “has be‘bn

) w3 2 : pambie cauges have- ﬁeen briefly detatled.,

!

) /|
T B : the 1eander. of thia “paper v111 e devuted toan analyiia of
" 3 . 4 il
v the process nr o e f}n? o 45 and 1

L ; presently nceurring, An the WCG.. ‘The reasons: a8 to' why _sectsrian

" evolution occurs may be ssen clsarly when dn anhlogy with th?}

Dawinian thenry of evolntion i ‘drawn. ' This, hl:tst theuty subnits ;

thm: physical evolution occurs’ hecsﬁse it allow

C rggnisms to be::er i i 4

# Adapttnthe ‘tronn Fe g
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Thls 1s esaen;hlly the sameé. theme which T will utillze in

rlescdbil\g the masonu fcx' sectaﬂ.m evclutim - 1. it is.a

pxucesu wtiich Al_lws sects to at *ﬁ m:ln‘imlly interact with und . X P
f,\mctim\ in ,aaclﬁty.- Secta‘rian evol\ll’.inn does 'not have to be

cdnscluualy ‘planned; in fac! it mely u, but 1: occurs Because

1{'

8 vu:ql sn maintn:l.ﬂl.ng the life qf a !ent. B b

scidl Rxwlrommant 1t mhst perfarce aum nany chnumxach of

an astublishad church. of courae il‘. s true thdf. establilhed Churches

Bt often lnck ‘smoogh mcetaccxun with ;he “sdcial’ envimnmmt ‘but they

are gmerally .ac«:ep:ed as being an mtegxal part. uf soc ty whézean s

sects are wnaidered alcft and’ difterem:( e N |

' sect ‘fron an ‘increastng 1 I

e = . ..state :uanincreaslngly w}kable sta:e._

l‘hia pnper will look at same dy!funn(innsl elemants which I\nve

~existev:l .tn the WCG and che subnaquem: changes which havs occurred N

g :n zrmafom :hem mto workable elemenra. 1f thi! prncesu did nr)r.

. bécut in, sone mnuex atrophy would: resunl hé Wee Bas experiem:ed - Y

various go:q-mes These crises, aid"the ensiing canssquelmes, Wil




“wdll. alia be studded.
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In the WCG sectarian evolution is a centralized process in
contrast. to-the many. sects which exert little or no control over

1ocal units. If the headquarters of the WCG in Pasadena decides on

,a-doctrinal matter the local churches will ALWAYS concur with and
aupport the judgmmc. This tight can:ml system unl be analyzed

bzuuse«zf s( :Uupottanne in keepi.ng the sect united when it is

going thxough & p dod ‘of eanlnz d\lngc. & T

“In additioﬂ to thz ubove, zhe murmuunnm of. charlsmﬂ"

problem will bé axamined. afa sect 15 to s\}wm it must of "

“iourse chaige its ieaders perxmuc.uy heca\ue of their death or

1\1(‘31)3:1(:5(’.1011. The fact that Herberl: W.-Arms is vell wer
elghty years of ‘age has nacelﬂtated the pi-c}mgi/? Garner Ted. "

Amsttnng into'a position ‘From, which he:could asaune total cnntml

of the sect if his father died: 'ﬂ;:u has éreated ptnblalu within

“the WJ;:G Many. minuura have rebelled because :hey think thst this

systen of 3 rule 46 nétcher” g n6 1. e

’mmnez ln whlckl the secc has. confronted: amt dealt Idr.h thése pmb!.ems
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Footnotes:

" lrustiong assumed, by seirci¥ng for the "true" church of God,
that there indeed WAS a true-chitch of God.' He is of necessity re-
jecktng e Viewthat all’ :hms:he!, of most chuxces, are pthe - o
salvation.

LS YL Herkért u, Wemateong, ‘The Autobisgraphy of et € W Ammetrongi ..
W £ A 3 ma: . Amba ador Onllege Préss, 1%67), P. 342, 5 .

- ‘- i, e N "t =

Ko .| David Moberg, The Church a a Soctal Inatitution, = (Engleweod ;

+" Prentice-Hall, Inc,., 1962), p, 74; (The ideas and concepts )

of Troeltach which Moberg ‘and'myself refer to are.taken. from Troeltach's'’ 7'

R RN book The Social Teaching of the Christian Churches,'trans.,by.Olive
S “Wyon (London: . George.Allan & Uawin, 1931);.2 vols.) 2 !

i : ":Poid.pu.‘_‘

; . | LR :
o Brynn Wilbwﬂ, lﬂgimlu Sects. (l‘lew York: * World University <
Library, 3970); p. 26. 3 " e i K

oy o tTbaa, p 4T

‘ "Michael R. Welch, "Analyxing Rnligioul Sects: “An, Emperical
o * Exaniriation of Wilsop's Sect Typology": . Journal for the sclentific -
i N - ''Study of Religion. 1977.16(2) ¢ pp., 125141

Santhony Giddens; Capifalisi and Hodern Social meug (Canbrtdge
Cambridge University Press, 1974), pp: \I56-163. .

SHax Weber, in. md. 156.. -

| ?Rgeg B, Scherer, "he Church as a Formal Velum:ary usomu}Bn".
i N 1In,.Jerry ‘G. Bode, Voluntary Action Résearch 1972 Lexington: &
% oy ‘n.c Heath & campany 1972). P 90,

- ”Rpland Robértson, - in Michael’ un1 A Sac'lolagz of Religion. 5
“(London: Hememann Educetional Books Ltd., 1973), pp. 90-91. .
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Since  the WGG, cane Into exdstence in the early 1930's (although

it wns then ai.nply r.u].led the Church df God), it has evolved and'

S T U grown dn ccmaldetublg proportions.’ The changes which it has €5-

perienc!ﬂ are of ‘course greater, thm nere physicﬁl changes ‘such as

L . the'niimber. of people involved in" thie u!:gunilm:ion l.nd. thie annual

‘anom Vhith it racstves. *Eqially;as l.mpxeslive are ct}g mmy

(A doctz!.nnL amndmenl:n and clumgen wmch have m:l:uﬂ'ud repelndly

I
and q\untn:atlve physlul grom:h of the WG..*

- A, \From a Maz.ahm o 4. lbum:ul.n
S g Sy In 1933 He:ber: W, Armutxong, aided \:y his ﬁfa and a faw a:.\use

trienss, Lnuim nwnthly publicition called thé Bulletin and a

weekly radfo- broadcast on. " raio station KORE in' Eugene, Urzgon.
| These qnickly trans fomed i.nto the Plath Tm.h mglzme ki the.!

"w::rld ’lbmtmw" ‘broadeast whinh'w"e to! bewme the two" most:- pwet-

Cmnhlned wkh. these .

topls of the WCG /&hmughuun 1céiextstence.

- BN e Plain Truth ruguil\e hsd circulation of; zsorm‘




-
meﬂbership is 75, OOD N = | 3

-
Duriag the mz seven yeaﬂ Herbert W. Amstrong has ‘widertaken
a new plan. of attack to ausamu-:e his gospel to the:peoples of

the Horld, With suchRising siecses e has attained meetings witn

iy, wokld,;lezde‘ and high officers of governent in‘order fo
4 wilent, oo

ttétace gop down® 'approach. ! “He proclaths *-that God

18 opéning these "doc-rs" to’ hin 80 that he may preach :he enly Trues, w
Goapal ava{lable .today. . ¥ i

It of coursé Eounwl that'ss ‘the ce: expsnds both Lt aemberehip.

'and 168 outreach progtum, s annual Lnnnme Wi consequently escalate’ -
The s year 1946 sav the WS uqum sote ‘acres,of 'px‘i.ne properties in
Puadez\l, Califomia. This was'a glmt step fur Lhe sect in !'he ( B

: transfnm:i.on of itself froma pove!l:y stricken'state’ to one Of

lgIEat afﬂuem:e. Indeed, one ‘publication descrlbu Ambassador
College (the-piivate university. 'which vas-founded by. the sect, An

1947 ‘and lncat!d on. these prime properties), as:

f :;(,

a Garden of, Allah suiromded by gu
streétsand manicured lams and very expel
hones, ~ including Garnef Ted"s large ranch;
affair, which is easily worth $150,000. Dat
palns, Royal palus, Australian gum. myrtle,
Norfolk pines, live oaks, and sycamores grace .
, the hillsides.  Dicks and .swans meander'on =,
the g’re?ntd. There, are waterfalls, fountains,

reflectigy.pools, ‘and streams stocked with -fish.
‘A sumptdbus sunken. garden-separatesithe modern . /it
chemistry and fine-arts buildings: . The college . - g
. recently won an award designating it ."The  Most
;7" ‘Beageful, College Catipus!. dsi mnerica. £

4 hisi g
'l'he {actual’ bui]dings- of Anbassadox . College are alsn ulustzuttve

of the sect's. extreme uesl:h. ity




2 msny iumez mmbexs who have a hax‘sh,

| : ; €.
: N

doctrines. Theory, however, often d‘Lffeu from practice. The WCG |

hee expefienced much chinge aince its ineptiom but it Joo only

occufred when there has B‘een no nl‘.’hi:ﬁ r‘c\lte to fol}cv..v Any

signifiéant change was usually preceded by a crists situation vhich

dict‘ﬂted. that the sect either géfu{m its prgéan doctrine or. face

consequenices in the form'of mass. dissatisfaction either on the

ministerdal or member. level., It seems that the WCG-is mot as open

“to Fhangé as its leaders-claim. ™ ‘! e . 4

An 1n{n| ixable: Source’ of

i 'l‘o aidu “in this ex a of 'the se i " tion of the

_wcG 1 uul xely healey ‘on‘my :i.ntervlews vith a fomr member. o( the: f

' sdet vhom 1 wi1l tefer'to ssmply aL "Smuh“ “This i.udivldu-l vag in’

an idiat position to becane closely” Essucintgd with the in:eml .
workings- of a local division of the sect. " His deplings With ‘theWce

m Newfoundlund du;e ‘back. thirceen yzars as he was_one uf tha firstr -

5 feu pebpie to, At:\ end’ the 1n£requen: meetings of the sect in 1965 4

He_becane a member shortly afterand thérefors was in-a position to

witness' the growth of the: local ‘congregation fromitd minisfule *

beglmings to its present state yhich includes weekly sabbath

servides attended’ by over “tiwo hunfdred peoq”le in l:ha st. John's' area

and handled by tho permanent miniéters: assigned, to the Tegion. Smitn

was invsluable o' me’ Ln this u:udy \secauu e punussed what. appéare:

€6 me to be a elnse uppruxinmtian ‘of ‘an mpartiu attlmd& Unlike.

indictive attitude he sought’’

ﬂnly to expou ‘the; :nu:h.
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sthe  $1l-million- Ambassador Auditorium
Ihas]...interiors...made from emerald-green
_‘granite,’ cut and polished in’ Massa-Carreéra,
Ttaly. The walls are lined.with rose omyx
f£ron Turkey and Persia, cut:and polished in
Italy. ,.Hanging from the ceiling is...a 30--
“'foot ‘chandelier resplendent with 1, 375
: . ciystals; all Imorted fron ‘Belgium. 3

[The past thirty yem. has been a p!riod of phenorénal - grwth

io: the WeG-dn ralation to i:a pxinted mt:er, its radlo and

talevis.tcn brnadcasts, the! quanmy and qualiey of 1:; land huldingu

ity anmul aname. and tha wui«:h of ‘its leaders, The growtn oF, k

more correctly, the of ita A trinal beldiefs and yrncticea

han closely paz.:lleled itg physiml gnw:h. mhis fsthe subjec: of

the next section. ' ° o g Wi = g :

[} ? 4y 5 . k
Thé Evolution of the Beliefs . L e
d “Practices of the WCG

tht the "truth' ig univemll and unch.ngmg, it would appear thnt

% .
.u.thnug,h Hathm: W. Amsr.rong and Garner Ted Ax—mmmg pzcclalm

th_te s not tha iase lv'hen one exanines the’ Wes and” the mnrw dnccriml

étunges vhlu:h ic has- axpuienced over !hr‘last erty—iive years.

The: Arustrongs sute, haweve:, that ‘1o mdividuﬂl l:'humh Cor aeel-.)

hsa the tothl truth ‘availsble to then:at-the present tine

ecnuae

.- 'God has not ehum to Teveal all of m.g truth at once. 'l'herefare,

. that w‘hi:h mighc appear to be a change of doctrine 1s simply a'Tes

adjusmenc o "a new Biblical et Ghick has been diucwered. “

“In thenry, the WG 18 an excéllent ‘example to utilize in :ha L
s:ud)' of lactarim\ evolutiwn bec(use ey ptofesses to be ogen tu

:hange (LL new truc‘h) nmi wm fot hesitace to te—mmiue lta
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. . The 1973 Crisis .

/
The mijor crisis which the WCG has encountered occurred in
1973, Tt initially involved only one idbue but lafer escalated to

. include many which vere simerifig under the surface. The sect

; i s B
Was' experiencing change before 197§, but i as unvoiced for che

A ’, most, part. This crisis Bi.mply dlracted &l:zenticn to 1!: and shnwzd

"the p. suungs t)ut change, drautlc change, was 1n order 1f the

sect wa - to nurvivm g B .

1180 | " " faner Ted Aristrons's nffair. Actually, the 1973 crisis was pre-

ceded by a: ::isilJ oE a dlfferent nnture vhich nccurtedv in 1971

Garner Ted R hinself was caught ia the middle of a bedhdal -
whidl a'lj.eged that he numic:gd several sexial b;xp:oprleties. - Hig
father; Herbert W Arhu‘:iong, was of. cayrse (o‘tv:"ed to expel him from
- the!sects Hwever, as expe::ad, considerlig: the drastic financlal
and "ayix-inml" losses: following Sérrier Ted's a}rpulaimz. he was_’

om:e ‘uu ndmicted to the ‘sect . and his formgr c;emmmzilu.utieu were

again hEstwad upon him." iy episode - pmd the ‘way ‘fof the 1973

crisn

i mvom—:m'xdage issiie. - The primaty doctrinal mtter which pré~

S :1p1tnced this cusu was, the divor zmarriage 1asue. WCG doctiine

EXP . " adetated that the fixst uarriage is t;he ‘one_auid only binding ‘marcidge
r' L E ¥hether or'not 4 cpuple are members of the HCG: \nﬁonly excepr.lnn

[T deeurs, when the: husbnnd (or Logically alao the wife), ‘£inds out that -

than hnve grounds for a "Scriptule divotce.

furnmcion had heen comnitted piior to. ‘marriage: "He or.she would "

il

I




C s . Py
This doctrine has rather obvious distdsteful implications for

ninisters of thé WCG.. For instance, when a minister visits a .

. couple hscanf.ng interested in the WCG he mibit, 1f one or both have

* been man’led previously, inform them :h.: debpite the happiness of
thetx present narriage, despite thelr henl:hy, radiant chtldren,

they musl: separate.”| [ N o
‘ A group: of thirty—;‘.ive wee miniutfrs who were convincad that-the
sect; “vas in ‘gross. error A xegard to the divurce—remarriage issve

“
srranged a seriés of meetinga among themselves. The

could not [ %

‘see hou,n concupt which “Caused” 80 much angum. patn, and suffe:ing .

coul'd be:Scriptural.. .The ‘purpose of thair searings was to nvestigate
this' déctrine from a Bibkical 'standpsint to provefir the position, of

the, WCG vas Scripturaily right or wrong.

Extensive reseirch’ convinced thep that the WCG's position was . ;
o uxong, in fact it vas PR N e Biplical teaahiTug, .
they said. ~Fron'an exandnation of all the relévant passages. and the
i mginax Greek they believed that the Bible taught that nany. sekusl
sins - begidss fnmicauwn vere. adequm:e grounds £6r a divorcs. This

" ovas expanded 'to. inklude many nnn—sexuu aing, such as desertio;',‘

!, mental ‘crielty, physlcal cruelty, etc. Essentially, it botled down
to, themfact: that - i a 'divorce vas leaally binding then 1t Lould
“afeo be spiriiuelly biidihg. They vers ‘coivinesd that “they | had woré

zhan adequa:e Scrintutal prouf for their pbsitim\.

Thaue thirty—five miniakera submitted a hriei to Herbert W.

a p-by- p accnunt of their Biblica.l v
; [ K
explorationg” and conclupions fn regard to the divorce-tema:rtage issue,
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They were that would and welcome this
|

new truth which would alleviate so mmy probleas for both ministers
and members. They wefe wromg.' .» : i
The WCG's first rchnL to this group of ministers came from
. the sec':‘-'iem counsel, Stanley R. Rader. He descxibed the ~
r.l\!r:y—ﬂve ninisters as: ./ ;1 A W g e
s 'few. 116613 pachle “who et &:fev paopls

cutl\er for a ehort time. . [The Armstrongs] . - 8
n't bring th!melves down. to the gutter to

ms. comen'ts‘are m-ly Amnaing vhin one ccn-deu the ulainl

'ehat the, wcc uLun in nanrd‘r. 1:. lyprclchlhlll:y and !mcerity 1n

regird to doctrinal truths. e - -

The thirtyfive ,mmm Lhou;ht that theix complatacs” lnd \
suggestions would be met um& ‘at laast a legicll refutation, not an
unqualified dtsmissal. Tveaty ninisters vent so far bs o charge . . - .
the WCG vith “doctxhul inflexbiliey". These ministers were prosptly
dismissed and relieved of any further nlpenll.bﬂitm 3

In March, 1974 these thicty-£ive miniaters and.a mumber.of hy
neibles left the sect and Forned their own Teligious organization
called the Aséofiated dmrd'; of God. . Walter sharp of Texas, vice: .
chairman of the mew orglnizatim, explained nm ym for the split: -

b But what the split actually boiled down-to

4s'the realization|by many of us that! the, - ' :
Worldwide Church [of God] has atotalitarian - . o 5

_system of government which we’have come to .
1 18 not: New Taqtlment.‘ s g

The uoniul upect of thia 1Bsu¢ 18’ l:!\n[”shnrtly after the_

thirty-five mht-:gr- left the ucc Herbert W. Armstrong and Garner

ai wur Lh;u nhargel . 2 ! d -

Ted Armstrong, along with some leading ministers, re-examined tha. "
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divorce-remarriage issue and arrived at essentially- the same con-

clusions as|did the thirty-five dissatisfied miniscers - d.e.

divorce may have many and varied génuine reasons and these are

- all acceptable from'a Biblical i€, Second and i
F Lare idered binding. ' -
N Thas abose-face by the WCG, huwever, d1d ngt bnng back the

1ast :hirl:y-five mniscexs or' the hundr:edu of meabers

ho had Lefe.

: Their on and the {ssué j' 4. the: sam
puseesi? "

hadlm mtalltn’j.an eysr.en of goverl\ﬁ:ent[

nanely,” the WCG -+

thé Wee is_umined fr_o “the: of tar. Tutd Though

the system of éems’ to be a when one 1g trying

to effect chariea it ceases to be so when A€ 1s vieved ovet tiné,

The potat here is that: the WCG DID chiange; sectarian evolution DID 3 -
< w .| oceur, at: Lesst i reapect to the orie mue which T h.v= thus far
axantnad. 5 i g

Ernst Troeltsch's "sect~type" emphasizes

to Scripture. -The WCG also this_4n

“in regard to the'

_a stand - of the "church—type" — Lie. a loose. inter—

of the Script . A ndre doguitié:stance’ could have beem

. eaken bus: the WG chose to takie i tne ofaleast zestatancs fn
respict. to:the” mactil environmen: and)jehe preva!.ling nores of
“goelgty.. . Thedx" mda:a:a‘ ‘posdtion mczu*a £ Hath ob cbSTRGETSR

: and smooth intéraction Vith soctety which, again, 18 chntactarist:ln

s : . of Tréeltscl's church-type™ Tather han his taeet2iype

. 2 coe T
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This movement along the church-sect continuum derived from
Troeltsch has occurred in many areas other than the divorce- :
remarrisge issue.

Tithisg. Tithing is a principle fownd primarily in the oL
Testament which refers to the giving of a tenth of the "increase,of
your labour" to the cllbrch. - lost contemporary churche: 8 5oE

consider this to be a binding principle today and therefors submit

tat an. snuvimx should "give aceording :o‘ht- dadts Mnny aenu,

however; such:as tha !avan:h Day" Advunb*sl:n lnd thu Jehavan'

Witnésses,"do b ave‘in strictly fn]lqvfing tifis_prh\cipl&,
" The WeG alshibelfeves this but its views on the subject hav
changed perceptively over the last five years. ~Prior to the 1973
erisis members vere expected to give 10Z of :iumv gross income
.d!:e:(ly to the sect, another 10% vas to Be put into the bank to
bespent solaly for the puriose O attindisg the Feast of
Tabernacles (a yearly series of holydays occurring svery fall at
pre-selected locations m‘l‘ld. the world) , l"nrl yet another 10Z was
€0 be glven to the sect every third year to help its widows, orphass,
and those unable td subsist solely on their own financidl resoimées.
The tifhisg system for ministers, however, vas slightly
different. They had to give the standard 10% -but were exespted from
the third 10%. uuumz, they were x!inl)uxud thetr -ewnd tithe to
help pay for their expenses at the Feast of Tabermacles.

" The 1973 -crisis was instrumental in m‘ evolution of the WeG ~

tithipg system. .This'was a secondary issue which the thirty—five




** Healing K R
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. disstdent 'minlsters discuspad with H!rhaﬂ; W Amcrang md G.mez

Ted. Arastrong. Their main it was that the tlthj.ng uynt&m as

by the ! § was mlerly on the me:ﬂ,nher-
ship tethiimerof 2ed becunsine demunde. For example, tithes were to
fva paid on gross inwle in contrast to met sném; one must aldo
sive 102 of ay supplementul mcm.e such a8 pzocegds fion any home .

grown vege:ahms and even u a fumlly was ]J.ving on .menpxoyment‘

In 1974 theaa !!;Lng;nc laws began fo chan.e in agmdanca with

1na-er" merpmmuon of: the Sc:iptures. Only m-_t inicome vas to

“be "tirhéd, smal’ enuscas o supplenental in¢ome was. dgnored m-
enploysent dnsurance ind wilfate ?lymm:u vere mot to be 1¢h
A!:I:endm::e at the Feast’of Tabernjicles was nn 1ong=t,.cnnpulsuzy e
which resulted in-a uecond ‘Eithe only whhi' ecanvmiully feasible,

" and ‘the third tithe'ms cancelled. R - B

One cDuld»say, with, sone §' at ‘that thése do

Jpany yekts’ previvisly. Thls ;reml 18 se:tnrh-m !volutlan towatds *

the "church-type’™; Bl R B BT
The ares of| healing 1ip-prehaps one “of.‘the nost” Lmportant Breas

whebch dis sects: fron chuzch




This was the pomm of :hA‘HCé fnr mny yenrs. Doctors, .

A wi;h 1:\1:1 x‘egaxd to, thia 1ssm of healtng had ‘to be avoided because

nand on Eeaung frum hy conversaticme

jwitn Smith ,nbuut Enur

mnntha ago. ‘rhse, .und agher nnpopulaz dnnr.x nes nf the ncr; n!’e ccm-.

a from the’ ganarl']. Jublic o i.nterestsd ok n—nenbars un:u they

‘aﬂd closger to :he

@il

elieﬂ! ‘are now co dernbly

1s -eyu1uu_1.m | The’ sect “sti11-bélieves :haz Beaii S




g '_‘ Wikelalaeion ney b6 plewid by vous as) iYLy EELEe v A

o ‘adjustment of Blbliul mter_pre:ation but it actually represents &

rudlul deparlure £rm pievim:s beliefs. The medical’ prnfeasioﬂ,

.who -were 4,’ - y consider o be .of the devil" e mow '’

5 dirsctmn af more liberalized Ltenda. The toleration nf :Lnuteuuing

ai the sect's ch.lnging vleus on this-suect Y re:ent eaza. -side=

cies of ‘the’ plst and’vomen - are now remltteq ta‘wear small am/mmts \’

oi rﬁnke—_up and’ upsuck_
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g ©  These changes, perhaps more than any others, fllustrate the

mx:‘- gradual soveseat along'the church-sect continmm derived From

T . Troeltsch. Vnuh most of the changes previously described, they

o not occur in a spassddic manner but rather at an even pace through-

out the years. x

Disfellowship. < This ls the tern which the WCO uses to refér to

F P D § \ v ] s
GRD 3 the axumuniclttm ofa member, Loul ml.nflzexs have the. power, 1.£ !

nev- that :)uue exu:u Aderuuu junancum to dilEeuuw- *
2 ahi; any member. g it

. i In the early yun of the sect a nuf-xxmmp could océur 5ox

©. any mmbor of small slns" -xuu‘n}n—. :hm:n].(rc bar on

a fast 'k.y. or 1-::1.-:; swear words -ﬂp by an.dnneuuy. The.

pu-p of time, Wer, has drastically changed the cri

dh[gunv-hlp. A trend: tovards the “church-type"'is ag

g 2 in that ‘the :muuonn chancx:uiuh- of sacts; such as rigiaicy ©

A o doctring, are’ 'lving way, to a "looser" unrpnnuon and_ sub-
b > -

-uquau looser -nfone-n: of Seriptural content.

which a WCG minister.
would have to diulcllwship a member 1s if he recognized that the

l'ndny. itially ita only

'J.naxvum. in quuum not only ignored WCG doctrine on one occaston;
A Wi 12 he 4 do tna

peated, tlbllllou ‘menner. ; mu would

> - 1nd1cace that not only. the "letter- of ‘the law" had bgen :umgra- ed g

But. slgo, more dmpottantly,

"the spirit of the law'




and éonsequently will ‘be c}mngad whed, Chrfst?er.ums

" although 1t has'not occurred -suddenly.  “The sect nio 1imge: £ixds 1t

.with the n:a:e and socie:y. . -

Yoting. The WCG has been traditionally agaifst all forms.of voting 5
hliite: g R & s

because of their literal interpretation of Christ's statement, "My

kingdom is not of this world!.? Sect members were not permitted to

vote in fgderal, 1,} or icipal " union
or ¥ 1n
These forms of voting were prohibited mot becausé of any inherent

st which ‘they bossepaed but because: members Would be exhibiting the,

irong spiritnal nttitude by voting. . They ‘shotild rén;am'uo'éf £

the affairs and politit:s nf the world be:ause thzse are full of sin‘

| The change 1n the WCG's: policy on‘voting'has bedii a recent one, 2
o > & N -

lx\consistenr_ to helleve o the one hand, in' Christ's return within

-the cem‘.ury vhen he WATT sgt up his oun o r.he eax‘th and,

on the ather ha.nd, to exetcise nne 8 f'(anr_hise. I iu now. considered

1arge1y a mar.te of ‘persorial canacience whether a member .decides to

vote dn an election oz plebisct:e. V' n 2

Hanaaza sind hnlxazé. e q:uu:iomx Chilstian ho ldaya ot ‘the Western

by the WG he:ause of their pag,an Brigins and their luk of Mblical

Justification. The sect uarzj.ad thig doetriie to 1:5 extmes as it

wbuld mot even allow the' exchiging of ‘a Christmas. gift or its member

simple intra-office vote concerning office matters. : ¢
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service.

e WGG 9553 and SE1L Lo d1lustrative of mscmo'ei:'ic“)’.'

"sect:type"» stvar, in :his chapter & h.we praar.nted ax-mpleu

wﬁich"dﬁmqnstmte that 1t 1s on an evolutionary path toward the
"church-type". ‘The tncreastng size and wealth of  the =seck 15 one

area wﬁic‘h has been exanined but, more i.mportnntly, the “actual”

doctrinal a’vulu:im of“the sect has beer expland.

Huch of ‘this Bectaxi.un evolution hal been of a - gradual m:ute

but the ‘eriais. of 1973'1n the sect greatly acceTerated the - prucess
The clianges, hich. have ‘occitred are madetlr.!.ng ‘the sect. and :rmlfoming .

e into &' more acceptable part’ “of society.

Sy
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?e:h;ps :ho\;gh, the- c!mnges nay be bes: Aharactaresed by
looking at then primarily. as, clLanges of attitude and Aecondarlly
as changes of practice. The "letter of the law" 1: ‘being uubjugu_ed
to r.l\e "spirit of the law". . i |

The ressons behind the sectarian evolutionary process will be

s explored i tha next. chapter with' continuing emphasis being leced,

on :he na:ute of “the: process -and -the direcmm m which it is

mmumg. e LR R U
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F Footnotes:

1 Herbert W. Armstrong has had, many meetings, conferences:
and visits with such notables as Indira Ghandi, Ellsworth Bunker,
Golda Mier, Josip Broz Tito,. Anwar Sadat, ete. . .

* Roger Neville Williass, “aevemnd ‘Doom". Penthouse. April.
(New York: “Penthousé International Ltd. 1977). p."52.

7 p1egeinaupt;’ Burba ra. " "Church ‘Holdings Worth More than’
$100 mi1llion".  The Evening Telegram. Dec 12,71977.- (s:.v John's:
s:. John's Publishing Cmnpuny Ltd. 1977). P 12. < L
% Interested. po:enm\l memhers were, uss
£ thig docttln afte they had been" =xtenuive

e o o
11y only thfored i7"
y. exposed to the

nitial’ revulsion; ministers united : until
'die hn bee,n cut" to drop their’ bwmhaheu.

* Rader;; ‘Stanley:R. 4 "35 Minfeters' and-Lay
Amsr.rong Church {n RIFC". "The N.Y.'Times:

eople. Leave -
‘Mar. 16, 1974. p. 20!
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. . " - Introduction

This chapter will be devoted to an explanation of the causes
and catalysts of the'sectarian evolutionary process. Actually, as
I will demonstrate later, this process has only one basic cause
but it has.many catalysts. Care must be taken to differentiate
these catalysts fipn the capess because. Ehough ey nay appeat o~ |

be ‘similar ‘to’the latter they are simply processes uhich ‘oceur as s

s B a fesult of pressiré upon a sect to evolve.’ I will deal with this

< - toplc in defail after I'first exemirie the utility ‘of the.éhirch-sect *

. continium’ derived ffom froeltsch'a’church-

ect typology and the WCG's

ot . ... changifig position in relation toit..

P < he Troeltsch.church-sect . typology pointed to. the many

'dxfferences Between  the "ssct—type religious organization and the

YP! " reugxaus HBwever; t‘hese types are rarely,

1f ever;, fouad “in uoc!{ety. ‘T tl\erefute amended the church-sect w Gy

typology inco a éhurch—sec: contlnuum in order tv iacilita:e the - [

I e posir_iuning of the. 406 15 s pueition at some’point between these two
ex:mas. 'y exact posinan. ¢ Boueins cannot be aﬁcattamed héuusz
(RPN continuum such ds :his can, cnly suggest the direc:lun nf movement

: G at the’ least,. and an approxinate position at best. o

To 111uscrate the! HCG's prcgreslim along the cnntiuwum 1 am'going

to discuss four of the most: relw&nt dJ.menslvn§ of change, Em g

Chapter, One, which T;oel:sch n:e.m:iona: size of ;l;e religlous -




§

" up until the late sixties:and ‘early. seventies when it achieved: an
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organization; the amount of contact and cooperation with the state

and society; the requirement of-a "mew birth"; and the degree of

and ‘obedi of

literalism in regard to c
v The WCG has grown immensely sihce its beginnings in the early
Ehit:ies. This growth has been, for the most part, slow am; gradual

annual tate’of about 25%. . : -

» ’rheJcG can' ow vir:uguy be \ccmceived of .as. a vorld-wide con-

Blonerate orglnuaticn with its "fingex‘s in many pies, . It

publllhes two, high' quality nagazines, produces a dally radio ‘nruad—

cast and a weekly. taleyision telecaat, owns and runs a university

,college, sponlnrs the Ambz 1 Cultural F
"has butle & §2 million- concert hnll’ (among many. other expeusive ,
huudings) > tas.a bureaucral:y which requuea mulcx—muuon dollar

. compu{ers, has ‘an annusl incoe of over 75 millich dollars, and a

 memberahip of 75,000. - L | A

Congidering the” v:ul:h, asaets, and annual incomé ef the WCG,

it'4a indéed a large organization - Lazser than many establia‘hed

“churches. 'The actual membership, However, whea Jvleueel from'a
3 B Bl

worldylde’ context’, ismore typical of the 'séct-type". Obviously

though, much distance. has been' covered on the church-sect continuum.

The Amount of Contact and
. with the State and ocletx

In the 1ur. 10-15 years the WCG has euq:ezimced a signiflcant

transformation-in its relations with seciety.. It once taught that
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Al . .
- contaet, cooperation, and interaction with society should be limited

|
because the latter waa "controlled by Satan". Leonard W. Zola, a

i o © writer for Review (no with A College),

\

describes the WCG's a'.ti!tude in this regard:

2 = - many years the Armstrongs and" the
" Vorldwide Church’of God ministry have
. attacked this "evil, Satanic world" in
% publications and: sermons. Countless
harangues waraing members of the -
necessity of remaining: "separate'! fro
- 2 the world's influences were preached.
s R *" Members vere strongly discouraged from
pohs dunuting to.outside humanitarian. causes

g 7 ‘
| The ‘Armstrongs fow; p\—each and 111us:ra§e'hy thedr actions that = DI
tha WeG SHOULD become thyolved with sodisty One of the most

‘su—uung recent examples of this'was the creation’ af the A, R

__— [¢ al Cyltural a , which arranges class-

ical music, and drama in the

(elcket prices are' $35-§1001). Adother’ axanple of grescly 1n:reaser1

contact with suclety 15 nezhemw. Arms[rong s frequem: erips abroad
to visit world leuders and ex('_hange expenisive gifts uith then.
Zola labels these examples ‘of change "blbtant hypoerisy". | T

prefer ‘to viev them m{ 111ustratlcnu of the process of sectarian

eliton which is oceurring ‘in ehe Wee. - o respgnﬁ to the afes of °

| contact and kooperation with the staté’ and sncie:y the WeG' 15 mving

rapldly tovard the,'church-type".

Regulrement of a "New Birt]
T Wt ¥ < - N .
The third important area-of. change, which Troeltsch mentions

. deals with the emphasis.which a religious o tion places on

'{ ° the "mew birth":  Though the WCG technically-rejects the "born Cig s g
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again" term, it eu:.brnces the principle behind it. ‘That_l.s, a true
Christian must come to the raalilzatia.n‘\‘.ha: his past life was sinful
and must be Tejected in favour of a totally new form of existence

The WCG has previously taught that this "mew birth" was ‘essential
for salvation and that it could ‘only come l:hrnugh a dedication to '

God-as by an of WCG ¢ Herbert W..

Amstmng, on this ;nuer pn].nr_, suid in a-1976 sermon; . b

= ‘ The Gospel had not ‘béen: preachad,
unt1l God raised me up to preach
it.’That gospel you never heard
e ! from any preacher except one from
¥ _this church. 'You never heard it
: “from Billy Graham.’ You'mever
R heard it from any, Protestant y
* preacher. You never heard it from
any ‘Catholic priest.

_ This "one true :hurch' dogma, however, was racenr.ly contradicted

by Gamnsz Ted Avustréug:
I don't believe that [the above
dogma] either, except for the in- Y .
wisible church, the Body of Christ. b .
pic it is definitely not necessary’ .
belong) to the Worldwide. Church
of God in brderto be saved [i.e.
new birth'].? N
’mis tevised position represents a radical depareum from,
previaus beliefs for the WCG. Tt 1s nasumix;g a charlcteristic P
common of :the "churuh-cype" in that it zecognizes that other par.hs
. to; salva:iun, or the "new bitth", exist other than through itself.

4 and_Obedi oF

sch said that a common’characteristic of the "seét-type"

, religious organization is an emphasis upon a literal interpretation

and obedience of the. Scriptues. For many years the WCG stressed
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this principle and ite major doctrines reflectéd ic. /
- This 1s still essentially the position of the sect but L{ﬂe
faust wonder when one considers recent practices which are obviously
at variance with Scripture. The A.I.C.F. practice of usi;\g tuhe
.money from sect members and giving it to the.rich in ‘the fofm of |the

subsidizati nf honid concerts and is

|
surely one stLﬂdng example. It seems that when a change of doctiine

“is7in order éne WCG. doesn't throw out its "literal interpretation”
prlnciple but it seeks Scriptur;l proof. for their revised plalticm \

Very rarely'has. the wee actully chnnged & dogtrine as a regult of .

_FI'RST_ finding 1 pruuf and ntly aitering: th doctrine

in accordance with-it. A " pe" approach. is ¢ becoming

characteristic of the WCG in-that its emphasis upon literal fnter-

aha of the is, being taed)to

matters of expediency. N .
In the four above areas of changq whith Troeltsch mentions in

connection with his churéh-sdet typologyche WCG has axpenencég .

e end. bf the

considerable’ sectarian evolution tovards

e gt continuum. This evolution,  however, Jonpletd and

iy hany areas it has not evén beer m@mted. but it does demomstrate
that the WCG has started:fhe process and has therefore experienced

the pressure to evolve. This pressure and its cause is the subject

of the mext sectiqu. . . .
The Cause of Sectarian Evolution R

Sectarian’ evolution has occufred’ in the WCG because of a specific

reason - the need .for the, sect to remain in a workable state. ough

it




attained a workable state many years ago it must nevertheless still

* constantly evolve because its surrounding social miliei is also

in a state of perpetual flux.
Fizst of all, however, I must define a "uorkahldbstate"\' This
refers to a mode of existence in which a religious.organization exists

in sociéty “in a famner which thwatts atrophic tendencies: and ninimizes

conflictual intéraction. A mon-workable state cannot persist because.

the above probleis will Yesult in the dista egral:inn of the sect.
The need Eur a'sect th rensin workable. is therefore the root

cause jof aéctarian evolutian. Nanj cntalysta g “indirect causes,
can bé identified suck as the succession problem which exists when
“the ozig;inal charlemitic founder dies or becomes incapacitated, " The '
leddership policied of a successor often lead the sect in a different

" direction, or possibly, the direction Tm;inl unchanged but the :pace
becomes accelerated. In'any event, this should not Se construed as
beiog a Gause of sectarian evolution, but ui.mply Ty .

Seétarian Evolution in Aetion . o

At'this potnt T will providle & brief exemple of the reason why
.‘sectarian evolution :;aa nccuxx'ed and 18 o;cnxﬂx{g 4n ‘the WCG. . This
axaupla revolves around the prau:lce of cmm.g.

Up until 1973-1974 the Weo ‘believed that'1) an Andividual's
“tthes (e first, second and r.hixd :;Ll:hea); were to. be subtracted
froh his/her sross mcm, and 2) all Eithes were compuladry for.
everyone: ] ,' g

 This doctrine, however, changed substantially 4n 1973 in that | .°
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s RS ) :mua were m be paid only ‘on net mcume .nd 2). tir.hzs were

. mot to ‘b pgid by, those ‘on’ uelfara, unemploymant 1nsuram:a, ok\a
2 " minimal’dncose.

m meartmt questiﬁon to uk Hee 15 Thy am these l:hunges -

:o evolve vaa n:u need to xemah in u uorkx‘ble state.” This

U was beh\g mlde i.ncreaalnsly 11ff1cll1t becuuse of :I\e many uternal

L i Tza internal pressures upon'the sect;to ‘chibngs ite :m.mg dac!xlna- i

pme surrdunding soctety (or at:least that part whidh cane into. contact

i with. the wcs) WCG membérs , “and 'WCG mmisian wefre all npplylng cogLn:

- 'be:wéen :hese grwpa and !‘.he WCG wefe becoming atrail\edl and :hnral:tet-

ized }hy éonflictial in:eructim\ ™ ordet to jvo:d this, Hexbert W

e of gtheir "dac:rmal
cumitLEEB" to’ study into, t)m queatinn of :iths.ng

Not surpriaingly,




The church-sect cmtlmn- as denud from Troeltsch has utility

because it allows one ‘to mliTe the nhmcur’.lt‘l.u of both the -

'sect-type" and the * '_ YR and sub-
mnmtly plot th amount of ut?tltiln mllltiﬂl Wm !hﬂ WCG .ex—

mmm in the major m-goriel of differentiat don:

B h.va lhmm thﬂl: :hil I‘-aune 1!

-.;:un cause o! sectarian evolution.
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Footmotes: . - ., .
*Leonard W. ana‘. "From Those Wonderful People Who Brought You
11972", We Present A.I.C.F.", Ambassador Review. Vol. 1, No.l,
. June. (Pasadena: 1976), p. 13. i
Herbert ong, in "What the Amstxangs s-y About Other L
Churchea“ Am‘buundo Report. (Pasadena: 1977) % d
i *Garner Ted Amstrong,” in 1 Mhers Would ‘iouﬂu?" Amhundo: Réview
Voli 1, June.  (Pasadena: 1976), .

e onis eauiss bf_sectariar evolution “(1,e." the ‘nead ¢5 Femain R
.workable), may be considéred somewhat analogous to, the.cause of the.
Darvinian theory of evolution. The latcer submite that organioms -
‘r‘eyolve in orderto adopt to the inging | ;
..The basic difference between this and ‘seetarian evolnl:inn As thati~" o
-sects’ are subject to PRESSURE from' the’surrounding environment:
which" usully results-in rapid :hange. . A form'of stimluss
zelstion exists: . : 5




' - Chapter 4.,
-The Comtrol’Systess of the WCG :
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v Part One .

The nal Control Syaten of ‘the HCE

"The Hoﬂdv'ldeschux'ch of “God, Although concenr.rnted in North
America, is truly a vetldwide organizutium beuuae ‘it has local
branches nml/oz memhzrs :Ln virr_unlly every cou‘ntry. Thu "Horld “ Y

Tounrrow mdi» 3

ig i “hlf.omany‘ uage: Asis

m Pladin Truth mguihe

To Achieve .and mintuin unitg in suv:h a vast, brganizatian‘ is

:herefaz:*nn mll task. | Tha WCG has ﬂenl th it by developing a

1 éystenwhich cenml control 1nk ithie. bisds

of'a few top leaders.. ' These peopie dictate doctrise;, adtinidtrantve

: procedure,-and-even the irdividual attitides’ of the members world

The- First. sectim of Chapter 4 will des:riba :hxs centralized

govemmanzal syatén vhich has preserved. the, unity of  the HOG m the

face oF extersiie ‘sectardan evelirion.

The wcc‘s rmm-.n ed sy,m, gf

The WCG'ds ruled” by a hierarcl\y which citphasizes, the "cup ot

m:uu of g sturally g : T ‘u ext
qd every i ; at (the two are us\la].\y g
symmymous) knows his exact. reapdnsibility and aut rity in the

syst‘em. Herbert W. Anrst:ong 15 of coutse th '‘ruler” 'n( this hiet-

archy. because he set himaelf upag the orie true’ "Ap stle” of




' pastors, preaching eldars, local elders, did deacons. ¥

g o
Covert’ natiure.

on' the suxfal:a, this heratchy apyeurs to be of a .vimple
and efficient nature. but events of x‘ecent years have xuus:razed
I:hat this le J.ndeed not ﬂ\e case.” One of these evern:s 1s:the rise,

:af Stanley K. Radar (Finanr_tal Nxector am‘l C'hlef Cmmszl fax the o

wcc) m a poutm of pnwer anrl cont znrm l:he nect. ‘Untdil renem’.l}" :

he wvag . noc a nember pu: onLy a symp ] zet" who was }‘ilred o’ mnngé

the legal affairs. l\.éax and’ hiu al !i nnt l'(nbert L. Kuhnj are

now’ Rerber W Amutrong 5 tigm: hsnd men'’, llvng with‘Gﬂt‘nér Ted

A,m:rang. Radar, hnwa-ver, “has mmipuln ed. hinself Anto &’ ul\i.que
poai:ion m the WCG/ Leonazd W. Zola describea this positicm.

“Herbert and Tod wear the foyal robes . -
seen by the ‘public while Stan manipulatea;
the kingdom beliind. the -scenes, . Radii's
pover over the Tapks has multiplied in

. récent years. as H.W;A. has become ﬁorﬁ S
: oes

| and. more" depéndent on him,” Not only.

L Radar control financial affairs, but tiis °

-politlcal tentacles have reached out to

‘,embrace almost every department ‘in‘the e
organization from Church Administracian *

. to" College internal affairs.?

The “:op—drmn system of government of the WCG:, il nevextheless

1ntut but. it 8 ‘becoming im:x'auuingly neh\llous ai co wha exnctly is

"top" becaqsc Radax' s/real power' is ‘hard to neaang due. to- its,

the future, after n;ﬂm’:e'w. Armstrong

it 1s iairly safe ‘to predic: that. there will ha a pnwer s]:rnggle y

becueen ;ha Stankey Hadax faccinn] anid the Gamer. Ted " Amstxang
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in regard to the achlevement of itg Central purpose - the' maintenance
of unity throughout its local units ds menifesteéd. by a dedication to

and O central This is partially due to-

"llex'bett We Arina'm;i?;'s "ralé vith a rod of iron": Local wiits
|

" vorldwide are kept “fn corstant cthc: vith, and awareness of ..

system of

éhanging sect doctrmeu and -pzcx:u puclxi.ce! chruugh

cu-wcrkex" 1etter! and ‘ministeri 1 hulletins. nls { vho. gie'

nr docttine ‘are quitk_ly

4 " ted of di hg' fromWes

"dtsiellwa‘hiped” - .amd rellevld af iux:her nlpnnsﬂility‘

Sect unity is emphlsized at A1’ e i, thd? Amsr.rengs 20

Ar.raphic tendencies. 1 shall quote o' letter ja ‘Chis conneman N

written hy a fnmer W06 desich who vas instrucfed  fo "protect . the

chirch" and"1ts. present prganﬂ_ational systen in “the face|of exterial

questioning:
i e ...cancqming vis Weg poticy o healing

[: 7 sald for her by menbers, and .visits' were.made

7.7 by the ministry for anoi,hu.ng ‘and, Eﬁ)unﬂelling‘

... Ina serious sitution like this'the couisell-

S T “ing'would incTide a’warning that if -the child "

e X were to. dle: (which.she'did,’ it ruptired) to .
7.7 .. bd prepared witha stéry for- the authorities -
80 as not to get the -church involved. The
church yas to be yro:ecwtac all’costs (even ',
1ying) . 2 ; ’

Every docal elder or deacon has yeceivul Ex‘pliclt insr.tuctim\s,
such.as the ; llwvé, b from haadquﬂrters nn :the me!:hods to. fol,].ov when

i
a=anng uu-_h problanutin arens or h\dividnals. The organizational’

ng.from appendicitis:’ Many prayers were. . w
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" control is tight and there is ‘little room for local deviation, The .
¥ Loy word which s stressed 1s loyalty; i.e. loyalty to God as rep=
v : i
resented by Herbert W..Armstrong. JThis, However, leads into the
next subject - individual thought control.
| ) “fare o 1 o .

1 ‘oam::uﬁ Syszén of the WCG. . ’\ S
o

1) the mer.hads vhinh tha WCG- uses to hu:ulcau its beliefs and

ol ddetrines mco the mindn of pxoupectiva membera, snd 1) the mason/

iy, memma stay-in he lec: and continue‘to uc:lvely suppo‘rt it 5 H
4d.the face. nf constant oliitdon P nv, T uin
811" approach s rlsgtee of Lontardsn

257 gigeuss the vice's "sqf:—

and ‘the effect’thls has upon sectarian evolution, and the|dedication

. -1+ ofindividual members in tem of,_cognitive disaonance thesry.

2 The' WeG's "Soft: 211" b ach’ ) 22

oft-sell" waa firs: n!ed in, rela:ion to t!\e Armétmng ¢ -

* sect ah.mc Eive. yeaxs ago ir Time mguine. It 1 dctually an

utremaly dascrlptive ‘term, bec-qse 'H:erbar: ¥ Arma:mg, a former

ity e i upproach 5 E

man, has.

tn ;tadud.].y hlxe uﬂsuup!ctinx agni—!.ncsreu:ed po:ential membets 4

1ntc the' sect. * How. does he do it and why 18 he 8o miccegetul?

ell" .ppmad. 1s the

An tmportant nspeu SF the WCG's' "so

lct\ml volce of Gammer Tzd Amstrang. j.. yeople hear. this vode, .

on :hm car ndio ori the wiay home from" “Work, €08 exinple; it cones

‘aéross as 'a logical, raussuring, mgmmgful vnice. " Garner Taé‘ G - i
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Armstrong's message is alfo along the same lings - he speaks on
relevant, topical sibjects such as pollution, the energy cribis,
. inflation, etc., and hints. that there is a way in which these world
problens can be solved. He rarely, however, states that he believes
this iy ia through tge support oF the eG. =

“Gammer' Ted Apmétrong™ia convineing because he. nakea people, VANT |

to believa h,im “His appruach can' be compared to thiat of a'beautiful

Vety soon;, & polm: of g, retum will ‘be ralched and the man wil,l then

WANT the ‘seduction pt?csss o ‘continu¥ and will take mensureg o ey

sure th?t 1t doe:

Little material related: to doctrinal matters s revealed ‘on’the
™orld Tommorow" hrasdl:ast but the buo letu uhlch ar advertided at
the “end-of the program contain repeated Biblical'references.. Once

@ prospective meiber: Has "advanced"t suffi-:iem:ly to ‘order some of

. these honk.ler.s he will then. usuuy e dua posi:ion to absoxb tha’

Biblicll cﬂn[enl:"and i.mleed, even embrace it.

Bobby Fischiet, a fomer inzeruatiunal chess chiamplon,’ became

im’.erested dn tlie WCG. 1n 1962. Aftdr tithing over $100,000 of his -

money” to the Azmatrcngs he, has qince left the sect. He comments on
|
the -tactics uhul? the Armstrongs use to attract initial interest und
subsquent: dnvolvement :
[

X First, they [potential manbe:s] get; con—
¢ .1 7., -ducted in with'a nice .sweet progiau, no
‘money, everything'free, free; freé’ #And ©
then ‘they.get sucked in, and Suddenly a’
2 “few lies get'mixed in: . They'are’told that
il thelr human nature is’ wicked and these
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i nice people who gave them all these
nice things [i.e. free booklets-and
magazines] wouldn't be lying to them,
would they?... i 1
Herbert Armstrong claims to be free- |
ing you from the world's churches, free—
ing you from all the trash you've heard
all your life.... You are completely §
under the power of Armstrongism. Good
¥ > luck.:: you're golng to need it. ¢ B .

 Ths, proessional "soft-sell" approach, while very eéfeccive,

Voo, - only orks. on a cértatn: segmt of the populsciou. This' seginent

has! various: reasons iy :hey would ailow thmselves to b led iito *

the Amstrong orgunizatiwn *. One: Teason. is that, due m the ‘con-

v!nci.?g quality of Garner Ted Armstrong's votce. md
i and_ the. obvious bits of uudnm and r.nn:h unich he mearts an

individual- can be duped’ ma thinking, ‘that werything the man says |, +

Lé "goepel" Another teasm‘is that the individual has wltnessed

"and fel what he perceives to be hopelessness. in this ‘society and .
he warts and needs a way out; or &’ concrete, optimistic beldef to

enlbnw. This latter type of pernun is )n]vne to ]wm virtually any ¢ S :
forn'sf utoplan sect. dhe m‘astvet salestan, Herbert W. Armstrong, "

realizes this'and plays upon it ~Bobby Fischer recognizes this aspect I

of ‘the Amsttong approac

He [HWA] talks abour. this ‘vorld andhow . ~

i 5 evil it is and all; but actually he's .

‘really of -this world with all these’high
pressure sales tact®cs Articles in 5
old_Plain Truths tell you that,you haven't .

“much, time to develop nhnract:erito prepare .
for ‘Christ's;return = to take.the las 5 ey . i o
train to sanity by joining Axma‘trongiam. | - .

* 4 - The ‘idea”is constantly drummed into your: I o

4 7. head, that you mist obey God - Armstromgism - g {

. i before it'sltao late,.... This kind of super ~ e A

A ; Tigh pressure salesmanship leads-people ‘to Pt

ke rash decisions, based o fear, often 1 g
de. .ugains!: their better j-rdgmen(. ‘L ) . 5
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In dlightly different analytical terms R. Stephen Estes, a

former Ambassador College student, describes the type of person

whon he feels is prone to'join the WCG:

‘Indeed, not the lesst disturbing
rmmination on the “experience” is
o . . - that ve had or have the proclivity
; ; to it. A basic.lack of' reasonable
humility (giving: us the-sense of .
¥ . ‘' God's scrutiny), a fear of error &
=2 ] . (leading to.a surrender of personal !
5 3 " autofomy), and a . disgusting dilett-
e antien’ and* lack of patience among .- 7 )’
N i . : many otHer things, brought us.to = = !
. affiifate’ with this man whose .
character ‘is 1ike ours.dn kind -but
P E . | “different in degree by several orders;
of magnitude.

The bauic reason why Herbert W.- Annst.!ong and. Garner Ted .
Armstrong have been so successful in garnering mewbers and finances
- ovex, the years {s that they tel:u;nize the ways to appeal ‘to people

* with a "proclivity" (sic) towards jaini.ng a sact and the wayu in

i B
which to credte this “proclivity" among pssually interested parties.

However, once ‘they have succeeded in attaining initial thought - '

control through the: "soft-

11" .approach, ' they then must ensure

subsequent thoul t coptrol 4n ordér for the sect to' keep growingi'

L " The WCG's Ongoing Thought

, Onee an individual becomes intérested in the WCG and takes .
initiative to iurthex- this :Lnteresl: he: w111 then becume exposed to

T its cyclln method of :huugm; manipulation. . The first basic ‘premise of

B this method, 1s, that Herbert W. Amstmng 1s the one true "Apostle"

of God in this afe’ and the WCG is God's one trie church, = Secondly,

dankind possesses a human nature which is-totally. sélfish, wicked, - -~ = '
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and Saten oriented. Therefore, we must put our trust in God through
a helief in the B:l'hle and iu IEBCI\th. Slnce “(ke WCG 18 God's one
true church then we must accept its doc:rﬂes and practices as belng

those af God. Herbert W. g and Gamer Ted Tepeat—
i-ny tell both membera and non-members in their booklets, that to

doubt or question weo principles (they label them God's pz‘anj.p].eB).

16 a sign thitSatan 1s ctying to infiltrate thetr minds,
! Once’ this cyclic process o enmltemen: has, trapped an iudividual

1t becones extremely hard for him to duenmgu h!.maelf and ‘ta [

realizé Exac:ly what 15 huppeni.ng 6 his mind. B bee.vmn {ndot-
_trinated with'the belief that to stray fron'the WCG is to enter the

hands of Satan.
One £ormer-member| Of the WCG DID realize what was happening to

*hdm [and hae comnented on’ dt: |

But it {s a tertain truth that as lohg as
one remains a supporter of the organization’
it is indeed difficult; if mot igpossible,. to
really see the WCG in its true light Members
| of the WCG'tend to-reason in vicious circles -
P doubt, or question Mr. Armstrong is'to doubt
tf:e apostle of God and that is’tantamomt to
doubting Cod ‘Hinself and that brings the :in-
dividual back ' to where he started with nothing
| % resolved. This type of 'thinking has created
probably the,mobt,confysed, frustrated laity .
of .any church orgmzaum. s.n the world codny.7

- The* WG et eumuy trys to stifle “rational zhuugm pruceaéea
though ‘Lt purpor'ts that these ‘Processés are cssenthal to fully cader-
| stand and live by Scriptural ):rinci))les ’ﬂle vaiﬂus problem : vhlc_h
exists here rwolvu axound e fact: that the oG ‘45 2 closed society:
‘The sectal; recreational; sarttal, and tp dome exten’, occupational

relations of its members are carefully controlled and cbserved by
- 4 | E o

.
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the ninisters in order to keep them confiped within the boundsries
of the sect. This closed sociatyapproach.1s carried over into the
thinking process because members are taught, both covertly and
saliently, that they should only have rational, ;uesﬂnning attitudes
1in regard to matters other than those concerned with UGG doctrine
and practice. The latter, since they ’are sx{ppﬂéed1y logically s

? derived from insptred Scripture, should be accfpted as se1f-evident

triths. . (L

»The WCG's eyelie procéss of indoctrination 3s a0 effective that
it ean catch avgn M.ghly Xogicul Av\d dntelligent people in its trap.

= one such. exanple, aa 1'm previculy, 3 Bobby 1

He, however, now ucognx!es the Amstrvng approach and their subtle

- . methods - of 1ndoctr1nat1m|'

Church members shouldn't let themselves
be confused. They begin not trusting in
% their own judgement, and then +they're
fiiished.... From there you just get more ’
and more confused. Opce you think that .
your own mind 15 not your friend anymore
Y, . fthe T thisk-you are on yéur Wiy to m-antty
:You have been stripped -bare.” All-your de- -
* fenses ‘ars gone. You must trust Armstroigism,
- . .. Tis ninisters, doctrines, and organtzation.
Gtherwise you're going in, the s direction,
" and’you kiow where that 1e.aa.‘

m addition to the sbove cpelie thought nantpulation method the

WeG, uses assorted fecinigren to ensure 1oyalty of the senbershlp -

5 e weed out 't e i One’ such te 18 mail
censorship at Anbnssadnr Cnlleg!. When "u‘ﬁjectior;ahlg“ mail is’

¥ E }‘.received at Ambanhdut Callege its usual fa:a 18" to be "105:" becagme
of a "procedural error", Actually, this translates into mail: Wi

cénsorahip by the college administration:




osg

' " Another ‘techaique is what is reférred. to as-tithe

checks.  Tiis refers to the ¥ zed £ i of,

domations (:ijt.h(z Bf any or all of thogs peopls who geve money So

o - .the WCG. Though this activity hu been tepeludly dented by Hérhert

W, and Garmer Ted' Arma g, recent s by

! ng..:’xu pm‘mu have indinnl:ed that‘many fieabets have been r_heekeé i

L e d!sfe]iovahipcd. Bt .
£ ] ‘
I’echhlques s\wh as, the abnve .and :he cyr.nc ﬁhongh: nanivuls:ion

method are deaigmd to protect the ideolngiul nd doc::inal

N . ‘hlulatinn of Aubassador Colfegz and_the WG, - They bave proven
. aniiessEal 1n the past aqd w111 probably contine, to do 8o in the
| future because they axe controlled by intel Ligent, individuals vho . . [

nderstand the ‘{ntricacies of ‘thought’ z\ml attifide ‘imipuluirm.

Degree of Voluntarfem & Tk
: . Eifect ar Secnxhn Evolution

The dggreq of voluntarism which -a sect. exnibits direm‘_‘ly sfects

the lutdon Process. Lov vol; will result in

& relatiively smooth, ‘uninterrupted pFaceu and a highly yoluntfistic "

sect can expeét .to encouter dlfﬂcultlen as it changes. - “Firat, o

"o Tuntarism" dust -be deFined:

however , the: tefm

1n i mi:m. stlges 1¢ can, slwly

snughcfazvard pusenu:i.on “of doc::i.ne ‘and beltefs, . That is;

psycha&ngual imuulaum, or nmugm nmttul. ts n‘at utilizd and

L thcnfore plays 0 :Dle m a -potential nembex 5 decmon tu jei.n I:ha




oy sect. m- is-a state os hth voluntarisz because -nh s hzv:
7 : _Joined the sect wlmt-ruy on’the sole basts of their belief fn.

:h:nu.iﬂ:y of the sect’s 5. Ahighly ristic state

o l\ld\ e :m. boveser, 1 rarely found in Jenll:y. AT

. A sect e.h.rle(ni.:ed by low wln'ne;rl.n is one which stzu

S sl b inu:u:ed pote ntdal mesbers: o..ce-'an thdtvidual becones E‘xpos‘e‘d .

i lmil.vidual nighs :hmk chnr.;: uincd wnmnzuy but. :Ma 15 not: no :
bec: -cmuy :‘he viceia off pl!diolnzlcul mipda:m e
; lhould not’ N sidered to-be the type n(»vohmury
i ani. 5 sist “solely -G tndividualatto “,,,,,u_‘
v - -nbera. he e ¥ Hea t ; uaeu:y the ‘sect-
o attrace Jn b hn dhqual!.ﬂul u ron thid ‘statusi. To be

sore pm;m, 1€ can be can’ecr.ly hhelled as pnm-ubimury w-l 5

% cuun: effac( on the proces of _m:im evnlutinn ‘dn tlur. it um

eithst cmta diffi:ulti.e! up the sect svolvah or. enabl it to evolve '
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hﬂ'vzvu, could leave these ﬂan to vnl\mtuﬂy leave because

the sect has uuy-d from chess uul. Tpor Laaving; feclinga -

of gutlt and depresaion wold be .1.:;;1, absent bécause m sect

4 d1d not have'a :hm.ga: on system vnu:h ndoct its -
2 “ ieabers, either cénsclously or consciously; with the belief that

only its r.e-nhmp _v-u con-_ut ;'nd to uny from them vnulrl,be to

4 RS g i . § R e
*4play into the hands of Satan. Sa:u‘rr‘n evolation,, therefor&. would

“be by um—a1y is { changes. fn the sect ; ‘becausé,

- i

< of the po!slbla ondul nf a gredt. n\nnb:r of 1:; abics..

1 L hwwer vould ot e th Jcase fna ‘séct exhibiting & low’ ¢

i degree of vclnntlrln- l'ha HOG £its inr.n this uugary bacauue Lc e =

u:i.lize

extenaive chaugm caitrol qués 1n both ‘the p i 2= g%

e -smooth sectarian evo1uuamzy pmum can mnuqm:ly e expected .
L benﬂuu -e-ben ‘are mote 1i¥s1 to accept chlngel in_the sect due to

- thetr !.ngndnd belief that it is, and nlvuyrvi.ll be, an’ fnsticmmat

'Rwugh the WCG teaches: a-phuinl free, uuen Ehinking 1t |

S Lhut its mmbnu unﬂot truly “', nutved of




‘theréfore ‘should be accepted without question. The thgught

manipulatior process’of the WCG has enabléd this to’ occur.

« o Sosmictve Dissonaiice. Theory
-and Thought Manipulation, -

- Gognizive dissonance thaqry, develnPed by Leon Fes inger 1s

. .
méTe precidet o )

s book; ‘A Theo of 09 tiive nissunsnce,

.l [a:agnitiv glements are in &
‘digsopant relation if, considering these
alone, the -obverse 'of one ‘element would
£odlow from the other., |To'state it .a
bit mote formally, x nnd %r are disqwam‘.
1f not-x- £ollous Erony

&'he need. for’ i.ndivltlusls o’ maintun

atue whlih in!.mizee

m,»k

% r.ocally. me explnnaz!or\ is a8 fcuow. .




‘of :h: xahtive absence of press]

The ’mmd.ng:l’oint Explanation g0 T
Heuhers. of established churches are in a relatively “safe" posmm
In that ‘their ‘beliafs,. or lack of ‘ﬁm i e defense or
Justification because they are wideupread ma generally notantagonistis.
Furthermore, mininal sacriilce for their church 1o required because
Eng £1nanclal congributions such ‘as

tithe payml:s.

;This, hnwwer,~1s fiot the. case with, nu:e. The WCG-Has m‘ny

demandi.ng of memberi. '!.'hlrefure, at ﬂmne time aftex their hltial

. conyeraion, uuually befare che mamberahlp cgremony of buptisn. an’

perscmal life: Eur & cause in’ whlt:h he dld not fimly haluve. In

impc:mnt t.um!.ng—pnint ig" rmhed in :ha :hey must ei:her totally -

tenounce their ‘previous. beliefe and 11festyle and adopt .a drnuticnlly S

 new sutlosk and.vay of 1ife; or' turn avay’ mm the WCG.,,

“Luke-ﬂnm C‘hris:i.ann ,80°to speak,. are tare 1n Lhe WG because 3

é dissonhnl‘. relar.‘lon would exist if one made: auch snctiﬂ.ce in his

Dthet words, ir. is xncnneis:ant to. make a gzeaz J.nveamen: m an nd.

wblch 15 ot s ' wort] once A rc or present

mf_mber hu comited hS.mBelf \to the WCG the "Rubicml has .been X Ll

r.xnssed“ rhe deuisim\ is virtually ir:avocable ba:nuue the aacrift(:e

zm who! _‘ jtance of 1its _and 8 _m

neeﬂ to. avoi.ﬂ a dis!omt relation aet& a8 an effectlve method of :




nmny sect. membets hnve hml to uur_tifir_e thei Jobg:.in ordet I:o nbsel‘ve
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The WCG has many beliefs, and vhich are
potential areas for a‘dissonant relation. Very frequently, for

example; a seét member will lose his job becaise of his obsérvance

‘of the Saturday Sabbath. The Armstrongs dictate that members must

totally sbatain from any ‘forn of vork during the pertod between

. sunset PridAy evening and ‘sunset Sutuzdny evening. 'Not surprisingly,

this dﬂctrluz. A diasnmnt relation would :hezefore exist if LheY

nge :o Ledve lhe CG af:er having uunriﬁced a uell—y-yin;.

antisfying Jobe: The eed to avoid ‘this situation reanlts m ithe:

l:untimled memharship dadicstion of'the, WCG. %

N Cogni.tive disxummce theury -and’ my tesulting tumi!\g—point

explgmn:i_on Euggests yel: Anozher ﬂ!'en -in-which'the WCG exﬁttﬁ

‘are Pprobably not. even.avare of the abuve prncasses or ‘their effects,

but r_hay (s :h ) are 1 n s cant ‘in’ that

:hgy aunw x:he sectarian evolur.ivnaty process to occur. mochly

on its memt . Many- of its 1aadersﬁ .
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SUMMARY
. v i . '

In this chapter T have.focused my attention on the organi-
zational and dndfvidual® control systemsof the WOG: - Together they

‘are suceessful’ in maintaining unity in the sect and:allowing sectarian

6 oceur i a-zels (smooth manner. The low. degree of .

volmmrim in the woc has been ‘éxaniried b:cﬂmz 18’a consequénce .

of the mdividunl contivol syucem K A i fa

(‘ngnitlve dissonance: theory and, the ":umi.ng«pomc exphmr.iun"

hil:h I de!lvad frnrl i'; were' discussed because they slso p cvide a

new. di.menlion of underumdins !-n !Bgn‘d tn tha Lnd*vﬂual ccntrol

syatems ok the WCG:.

In’ smmn.!xy, ‘I’_he wcc ‘has been 50" successful despite congtant N
i ‘changa and fluctuation “dn 1:5 aomme and beuefs Jover: the years, A
becnuse ‘it has‘an ﬁfeccive. workshle syscem of controlling both m
organlzstim-ml and iudividml aspects. m ;ontznl systane, i

o:her words, g hey ‘aré not. 11 conseiohely plarm.ed technlques‘
i

agwe t;o~perpe:uu:= th: sect in the fack of tentially al:r_aph‘ic'

tendencie;
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TR ! Footnotes: " .

o " Ahe term "evangelist" simply denotes-'a position of adminis-

I . trative and ministerial authority in the WCG. It bears little
ruem!slnce to the commonly .ccep:ed meaning of the Jterm.

| . Leonard W. Zola, "an Those Wordei£ul Péople Who Brnughr. .
You.'1972', We Present ...A.I.C.F.", Aubassador Review. Vol. 1

No. 1, June. (P:Uldena “1976,'p. 12t

RN G SRormét ticd deaco , in "The. Booklefs. Nobody Wants' to Talk',
. " About"; Aubassador- Remrt. (Pasadena

77); .ps

“nnbby nacue;, "Bobby Fischer Epesku out't; Hnbassador

g ngort. (Pasadena:’ 1977), p.

Ibid, i 57, T

SR, Sr.ephen za:m, m Lecters" Ambaaeadnt Regnrt. (quudena
1977) ) ip Sy ; e :

b X g G, 7J.-.mes B. Rector, in’ Le::era ", Ambsnaador Review. .Vol. ‘h,« No..1;
s 2w (Pasadena’ 1976). Pa.46. z i s A

-Amimsé'ad{u Report.

®Bobby Fischier, .in."Bobby Fiar_h;r Spanks Oipt"
(Pasadena:- 1977),; pp: 55-56. -

2 ’me dis:‘[xrhmcea which the. WCG ' exparlanced were. gensrally W P2
due to unfuvounbxe«:e.cuon by the ministers and the membership to °
evolutionary~ changes but, t 331 Ag&tﬂat and di s
in; 1ts upper echelons’of leadetship. > : iy e
e st ”uwn Festinget A, Theor ry of buml\:ive 'Dlsumm:e. (stanford:

E ) *@i . stanford Univeruicy Press, 1966), 13,

s







1In this paper I have attempted to examine the :hqngfs and
: [
2 | trends in a‘epeLiuc ':eugxous organization - the WCG. The relatiyely

cunstmt prncesn of change, which has been identified, I have labelled

" hectarian, evolstiod, Ta order to def;ine 1t more precisely and to

trace lts dix;ecr.!.un I, u:ilized the Ttaelcsch chu:'ch-—sent ty?c.lngy

deve].oped by Ernat Trcrei schin 1912, -

Bn‘?nded it ﬁ\to the fom ‘of

n‘ contdivam and :leus:u:ed hnw the ujc was lncteasingly[acquiring Ja
% ch-tac;eristics “comon ot che "churl:h—type" xn cantrasc to the [
i ; ;

T T T |

x u 'Using the mny invaluable fiz‘t hund repctts provided to'me
% Y fomer member of the WCG, who T 1ab=11ed "saith", and e)hmi.ning"
e umxlcu:e of pdst and presenc 1 prwidad in Chapter 2'a srm;\ry {
af the. a!gnificant ‘areas of WCG sectnrian mlutirm. This evolut’ion‘
< s dials ‘essentially of a grahuu nature up unl:il 1973 whien Tepeated:
I

e do::trinal cxiges were encountered..

In Chapter 3 T further examinied the T ocltach church-aect typology

and rle:etmined ‘its. utiliry in tracing the Bectaﬁﬁm evolution. of :he

WCG in xespec to, fuur 5] ecific area .'
pe

size; the amount: of contact

-and cooperution wizh r.he stuge und snc1e:y, :aqniremen: of a

. new biFtH

and obe o8 ? This

at: this. Acage u "uhy does secr_ariﬂu evaluz_ or nccm‘?" Fron’ my %

Y exumination of. thé WDG'B chzmging doctri.nes I cnncluded that i

T




I 2
s s -6ly-
- ; i
. occurs simply-because a sect needs to remain in a workable state.
This requires constant chinge because the surrounding social
wilies {s alvays in a state of transition.’ Many catalysts of o
sectarian evolution can be Ldencified but they all relate to thia

one root cause. I\uaed ‘the example |of tithlng to illustrate how the

WCG vas slipping into an atrophic state;and how m]nr‘changes were

1
e * therefore eeded. , These changes d1doccur [and this doctrinal area

§ becans less problematic, 'y

<_,In-chnpter 4 Immmam mBIfca m

| '6f an ongotng_ pto:en of sectarian: ewlutior. m ce{z:‘m organiza~

#onal ‘contral ‘éysten keeps all lucal unm in uunsumc touch m.:h

rs in Pasad reforé, as :ne ljr.:erchange [ I

does thie t;.ntire sect. : ’
= {hta chapnei Ialso discussed 1) the methods 'whxéh wee
uses to inculcaté its beliefs and doctrisies into the mxnda ¢

|
prospective meubers.and;. 2) the Teason why nembers stay m e secy

and continye. tg M:tively support it in the face of constant "ctunhn
evolution. :The "sofc-nell" approach and the cyclic method.of thought < @ - 5
. manipulation vere examined- in this regard. |

*'I concluded that the WCG hias maintained wnity over the years

because of successful’ techniques -of thought control [vhich it has ’

: : i : $
: urilized.  I¢ 46 becaust of these methods that I labelled the - 1
‘ : woc a-sect’ c'hnrnc:erlzad by a low degzee cf vol\thrism.

's. theory af ! provided a

. ;’ .- leon

indivld 1 :‘hwuglm mlnlpula:iun méhgnisms This thaary yoim:e to a




s

Justification process occurring in the mesber’s mind which keeps hin

dedicated to the sect. . .
In summary, I have developed the concept of sectarisn evolution,

defined 1t, provided Qx“npl!l of it, examined its cause, and

111ustrated the reasons for its persistence in the WCG. I have

therefore, hopefully elucidated this concept ‘and um-m;a'.'i its -

relevancy in:regard to contemporary religious sects.
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