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* ABSTRACT

Thjs exp1‘or‘atory study exam_.!nes the cont\‘r\gencite‘s of subjective

career growth and sex ro'le‘cm'mfment, in the Tives of pub'lic'ﬂy known homo-
’sexua'ls. The survey, test, and interviews m\ployed in‘this investigation
"v}e\;-e conducted during six months field’ work in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

The different adaptat{ons which self-enhancing and self-degrading
hmu}sexua}s make in order to mafage their:discreditable status were 5
assessed. An analysis of “the homosexual Scto(‘s fann'lial,‘peer group,
sub-éultura] s and occuyatlunal interaction paéterns was also carried out.

A chronological exam‘lnanun follows the homusexual actor from the scene of
his first same-sex experience thrcugh self-admission and coming-out to
management of his presgnt sex status, including his perceptions and feelings
about aging. i .
The theorencal background employed is symbolic interactionist qnd
'ﬁhenomeno\ogical _Emphasis is p'laced o‘n the dynam\c process of commitment
emergence and change, unified by caregr. Hypotheses arg genarated thmugh~

out, for future verification and replication.
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PREFACE - ..

The task. of researehing en erea such as hpmdse,;(ueiity is a difficult
one for bot< the invfsi;-ngatur and the sub:;ect The researcher is constantly
obstructed by the b1ases and preconceptions which he carries into the field
i«h‘lie the subject, if»he cooperates, nb’ligmgix ‘tolerates the inadequacies
*of the investdgator, in‘\ihe\ hope that somé greater good\ will emerge.

For th;s’traight resear\:her,‘however."anathe’r prob’lem‘arises. He
must Tearn to. cope with the insinudtiuns and nasty imputations from those
around him “He gradually becomes sensitized tosome of the discrediting -
s(tuatwns that a homosexual must cope with a'li his tife. (B
The status of studying hnmosexuais is differeh from that of inves-

tigating other deviant actors The man who studies crimina'ls 15 a criminolo-

% gist, a rather respectabie status. The social scientist 1nterested m drug
use; abortion, or other non- victim deviant acts is. often defined as a proh-
Tem solver, a concerned man exploring the realities of "relevant" issues. .
The soc’iai scientist interested in 'i:J:iE phenomenon of homosexuality, un'less_ %
he is extrerrxe[l,y well estaBiished,'éaces’ a different set of definitions and. -
Tabels. ’ : PR L .

, He is suspect His motwes for research are in the*pu’hlic ililage';

beynnd acadennc or intellectual qua'hfication when fii‘st faced with the

su}aigwns “of those around him, the straight researcher is Tikely to
/‘ attmrpt &gﬁ repudiation of this new'iy attributed status He 'soon f'mds
. ’ that any such attemvt Teads him further mto a sordid psych|atric trap.
His repud\ations become for a few, compensatory behaviors designed to
disginse his” true 1denht1es
It is only after repeated exposure to such mputatiuns that the
straight_researcher begins.to understand, minimally, the uppress_iur] such a
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: genef&lly hfsireditgd status can bring. He learns to cope with the dis-

creditors. He no longer hesi tates to inform others,‘on request,’ exactly
what his research involves.. Although his sexual status has ﬁot changed
“his psychological oné has. ‘H; beginé, for a time, to Hentifj with those g
who bubliciy chaﬂenge”discre‘di_ting moral entreprenuers. He iearps t_o E
app;‘eciate accepting and sincerely tolerant ﬁeople. “ U

This exﬂeriencé does not last forever. The straight researcher will,

' after time, no Tonger have to_face discredit for research carried out in '

- '
his past. But, for a short while, he tasted public discredit. He knew;

© for just a wh‘ﬂe, the ‘pain of judgmental ?orech_sure. which some individuals ™

-

endure all their Tives. .




ABSTRACT. ...
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS .

1. Methods and'Pmcess: ................. S
I1I. The i:irst Experience:- A Career Begins..... s 3@
IV, COMING OUE. o tueeenanuenennnnrnenesneseensssernnneresnns e 62
N .V Coping: The Adult Homosex\ga!. In His Hnr‘ld..“..... ...... —— |
CONCLUSION.Z...evcanunennnn e oy Vs dee
APPENDIX. oo vissucs . ‘
BIBLIOGRAPHY .

'




Table
1

2

 w

® ~ o o

o

10

n
12
13

LIST OF TABLEL

ObJectweAHypcthetica'l Queshon Validation Check

fjeﬁgwus SnciaHzatinn of Test Groups

Education Level of Test Group
Size of Home Town of Test Group
Family Income Level of Test Group

Occupationél Status -and Composition of Test Group

'!hfhculty Arls'ing from Sex-Status at Work

0ccupat1ona1 Composition of Se'lf Enham:ing and Self-
Degrading Homosexual Groups

Presence of Kriowledgeable Others in Mork Env1rnnment

+Otcupational Goals of Self-Enhancing and Sel f—Degradmg
Homosexuals

Family Knowledge about Sexual Status
Fears About Aging
Inclined to Develop Future Heterosexual Relations L

i

. Pagel

27

3
3

/32 |

3
8




§ . vii

S BE e
0T N 2eLIST OF FIGURES .

& ‘Figure, - .-

T Frequency éhd}t of Test Group




CHAPTER!‘

INTRODUCTION AND THEORY
The desire to understand ana'lyze. and to some extent control o *
‘those e1ements of human social behavior which conflict with the modes of
) propriety and contradict what is conswered "normal" has long ‘been an arga
of 1{»tei‘est and concern for studem:s of the social scfences. It might well
be said that an interest in the dynamics; functions, and organizations. of - :

‘inqiviﬂual and collective Tife was niirtured, if ﬁot initiated, by the mani-
fest' existence of péople, gt;oups and structures which somehow did not fit
the accepted s;andards of societal 1ife. It was perhaps’ the lciog in the

‘machme which necessltated amore qualified understanding of the machine.’ :

4 Social science [has responded to the challenge. of deviant human d1f— .
ferentatmn by creating theories -and methods of exp]anathm upon which
correcﬁve measures could be: deve1bped From tMs perspective psychology\'

. has regarded the homosexual: as "sick" and prov1ded treatment ll\ethads rang-

t ing From the psych-latric couch to the Skinnerian shuck. Socw]ogists have.
defmed ado]escent aggregates who somet imes transgress the:law as de'Hn-
qyentgan_gs,-resorting to e(ther the street worker or the refannatory as
corrective tools, Our social problems seem 'Iarge and unwie1dy, and we '
have based our theories upon corrective schemes which are similarly

. cumbersu%e. *As a result ther:e has been a trend -towards searching out f:am-

. prehensive. causative resolutions to the problem ‘of societal differentation.’

The  word "reso]ﬁtion“ is 'impnrtar;t here in that much of the research on

¢rime’and deviant be’hav‘lor-haé been a!med»ét correcting or F] imjnating‘!;hé




— s .
problem under scrutiny. - Public be!icy regarding _these problems was, and
for. the most part'stﬂi is, based upon ;he cnnc'[\"siolns‘which emanated from .
this research. To the Tayman, the decision-maker, as well as the sociolo-
gistA the belief that soci’al"bmh'lqms, and. the :Ind'ividuals seen as proble-
matic, ought. to be corrected was-an apparently logical conclusion. What
better reason to do research than to try to solve what most everyone
considers a problem?!

There ‘are, however, d1fferent purpns‘esvfor résearch David Matza
(1969) writes of 'the “"appreciative” type of research 1n his work Becoming

Deviant., Rather than dssuming that socially deﬂned pmblems ought to be

'coirectéd, need to be norreﬁc‘ted, or that the sociologist is.in the position
to g‘evéTup a cgrrection, he pursues another frame nf'reference.. The so:ig'l
‘(behayior.which ha; t;een defined as problematic must first be understeod.-
The researcher nust sift I:h‘Fuugh the correctional camouflage created by
public antipethy and reversion in order to d:e\{e]ep a gem:ﬂne insight into,
‘ the penme being defined as improper. To accept a'public definition of
dey‘lance or malaise band necessarily seek a ‘porrecﬁon of .the defined prob-
lem casts the sociologist in.the position of social centvjo'ller."‘ ‘o,
The appreciatiye researcher is by no means a’purist in.the frame of
reference’wh\ich he ‘assumies. The reference point which he’ accepts 1s some-
times a serendipitous choice from a Iarge number of alternatives, none uf
which are familiar to Mm Tne sl:udy of graups defined as deviant is

espemal'ly d1ff1cu!t for this type of researcher since ist socwlogls:s,

due to the social 1y acceptable character of their: occupation and the class X
bias which they hold, find these . subjects of study quite fnreign to ‘them.
. As a result the appreciative researcher quite aften resorts to a descrip~ S
"tive analysis based pr{ma\-ﬂy on an idiographic perspective. Because he ,

believes that description is important and because theories about deviant

2 E
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.behavior are as yet 1nsuf_F1c1en’t’|y developed this type of, researc}ler em-

. phiasizes the discovery of an insightful profile of the phenomerion.v Howa;‘d '

: Bécke\r stresses this pu1‘nt"ln .th; Outsiders when :? writ,e/s:

Just as we need precise anatomical descriptions of- animals
before we can begin to theorize about and.experiment with
their physiological and bio-chemical functioning, just so
we need precise and detailed descrip;éons of social anatomy
" hefore we know just' what phenomena’ aré present to be o
theorized about. To recur to the example of ho ality *
. our theories are 1ikely to be quite inadequate iT"We believe
that all homosexuals are .more or less confirméd, members of’
homosexual sub-cultures...How flany other varieties of homo-
sexual behavior await discovery? And what effect would
~ -their discovery and descnpt(on have on our theones?
(Becker, 1963, 167-168.)

A‘lthough comparisons between the natural .and- sogial sciences have
often proved inadequate and bavg_hmdered the public's acceptan_ce of soci-
ology, Becker's paint is.welliade. We cannot assfme that s;:c;ety's Tabel
orf certain tyﬁes of beha\;ior as problenatic are in any way indicative nf

\the true character’ of the snc‘la'( act1v1ty or the people involved in them

‘ Rather we must attempt to discover the nature of the behavior from the

- point of view of the behaving subjects as.well-as the public reaction to

. slightly from Becker's; ‘they concentrate on occupational change as well

them. . @8, . e

. The focﬁ‘s of this research is on the career of the male homosexugl

- Becker's’ (1952) concept of occupational career'is not used however, . This .

type nt’career which Stebbins.(1970) refers to as’the "1nd1v1dua1 ObJEC- .
tlve" career, re'lates more to ﬁ\e patterned channe'ls nf occupational “and
prufessinnal movement towards a goal. [lusow and Form (1962) also employ

the idea of -career i their research, the essence of which differs only ‘s

success and failure (vertha'I/hcrizonta'l) in certain career lines.

s e '




This research will analyze the subjecﬁve career"; the persona'l
and individuated Tines of progression or regression that a male hmsexuul
y perceive within the rn\e identity of lmmse;uallty. The ob;er.t of
:om:ern is the deve]opmental process from Vearly: an_d 'b:yﬁchance, same-sex

ko eiﬁeiiér{ces to the acceptance of varyinq_;degreés of commitment to the homo-

sexual role identity. : ;

This concept of career is largely unconcerned with cultural Iy deter~

. mined courses of action. . Hence, the7 present research traces the. 1nd:lvidual'
s 1nt.erpretatiuns of his pnst acﬁvh&y as they relate to his role identity ef
homnsexuahty as wen as his worries, excitements and expectatlons about”

+ ' the_future. Hugﬁes (1958) writes of this tyve of. analysis Mhen he relates

‘a person’s "life career" to a: it 0 %
moving perspective 1;v which the person sees Tife as-a whole
w < - and int,erprets the meaning of various attributes, actions
y, & and the things which happen fo him (Hugh;e. 1958: 509-410)

This ’.;‘esearch attempts to discover the types of retrospective
analyses the male hbmosexual makes. about himself and how these Judgements
of past belﬁavin'r reflect the individual's nsychola.gica] and behavioral
1nvolvenent in the activity of the pmsent as well as h'ls ideas and antici-

,- pations of Tife in the future
The ;r.!tic might argue ‘that a person'§ Fetrospec'tive {nterpr?éiﬁon

of his Tife in terms of a specific role identity is not scieﬁtiﬁcaﬂy-

verifiable information. Ceriain]y the subject' will emphasi‘ze some features'.

‘of‘ his biography while ignoring others. Indeed, research by SIM and ,

Gagnon (1967) has indicated, that an individual's capacity to réca]] his

the persnv; grows o'ldgr.. In

life's experiences becomes less accur:

g to amck Tytic sugge of 1 causation

‘the authors point out that the” vetrospective ana1ys1s fails to provide the

S researcher Awith reh’ahle data-on the individual's biogrnphy. Theories of

s
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causation, in order to be substantive, require that the data u;:on which the
. theory is based represent what actually happens. MWhere. the researcher is
concerned w’lth this supposed "objective reality" a biographica“'l self-
examination by the subaect is insufficient. But when the researcher is
concerned with relating the subject's perception of his past to his activi-
ties and feelings in the present the retrospective approach is useful.
T Maclver (1942) when writing about "social causation" indicates that these
perc‘ept‘ions of the past have a gul‘ding,e.ffect upon the actor's behavior in

the present. If we can discover how a person constructs his b1ography we

A _ gain insight into t‘\e patterns of justification and rat‘lnna'lilatwn re-
qu1rg§! for the assumpuon of a deviant role 1dentit¥. The object of this
“inquiry intg’ the emergence of the homosexual's sex-role identity is not
to determine what Caused the behavior. Rather, {:he concern is with. dis-
cavering huw the subaect feels about his part in tms role as 11: relates
to present and future self-judgment. .

~ Some Practical Matters
. "Despite the focus on how the individual analyzes his past, certain
objective data are also sbught. Such factors as who the person’s_first
homophile experiences were with, their frequency, their locale, and their
Tocation- in, time p]a}) a part in developing a chronological order of role

identity progression. ‘ These factors are not consideréd in order to demon-

’7"'51: te the causes of humosexua'l act|v1ty emergem:e, instead they are used
as phenomeno'log’l:al marking points for role identity development. Robert’
Bell (1971), when writing about.homosexuality, speaks to the issue of
causati;)n and the sociological perspective: -

s ® What can be said sociologically about the causes of homo-
- . sexuality? The concern with the basic causes of



homosexuality may -be overdone,. Even if the causes could
be distinguished that know‘ledge would have Timited appli-
cations to understanding or even influencing the develop-
ment of homosexuality. This is true because of the reason
for starting the direction of some form of deviant behavior
has Tittle to do with the influences that occur once the .
start is made. For example the initial reason for taking
drugs may have little relevance to the developing-patterns
that make the person into a drug addict. There is a ten-
dency to think of causes as discrete and set in time rather
than being diffuse and chang'mg over time (BeH, 1971:261).

As has been stated, the' purpoSe of 1nc1ud1ng objective data inquiries L
1n the analysis of early biography is to descmbe the social milieu, and
as Be]'l suggests, the influences 1ead1ng to homosexuath John Lof]and
(1967) in his war_k Deviance and Identity, maintains that the proximate

2 |nf1uencesv of who, what, where and when play a crucial role in the’ availa- *
bility L.)f certain alternatives of behavior: - N
Among the class of proximate and’relat(vel‘y immediately
. available social acts, the act which is mojt prox‘lma?:g
and performable in terms of the facilitative states "¢
* of places, hardware, others, and actor himself will be

the act chosen (John Lofland, 1967:61)

In other-words the physical arid interpersonal aspects of the social
situat_ioy; help determv‘ine how an individudl will behave there. If we know .
where the male hulmse;(ua'l's first samessex exper‘ience occured, who it was
with, as well as the time sequence of the activity wé have achieved some
insight into wh; this ‘person enacted soci:aﬂy disapproved behavior. Lofland

* again -stresses the importance of this information: .

Proximate variables evoke the character and.consequences

of current and relatively immediate interactional
situations ~(Lofland, 1967:100).

. Motivation

v

Despite the fact that the previously mentioned proximate: variables

do provide‘us with a skeletal p}ofﬂe of behavioral emergence they fa§1 to



explain covpﬂegﬂ.y Just how the individual was prepared to accept the
activity as possible. It would be imaccurate to suggest that the behav‘lo;
occured completely at random or by chance. Still, it appears that‘ theories
whlchvseek explanation solely in the antecedent variables of fam'l)'; socia-
lization fail to Q;;sp the essence of the homosexual emergence, -

y In order to answer satisfactnri]y‘ the question of how the individual
interprets ﬁte s1_tuation in a fashion that leads to socially unaccepted
ﬁehaviur, v‘le must first analyze the types of influences exerted on him

'when defining the s1tuat1on F1rst, there are cultural defimtmns that
are related to specific situatwns Through pr'lmary and’ secondary socia—
Hzation the_ind?viduﬂ learns to define many ;ituatious as calling for
standard, consensually agreéd upon modes of propriety. ' A man, ’when met;.ting
a new acquaintance often shakes hands and extend"some kind of greeting
A child, when he first enters school quickly ’learns that the classrwm
calls for different behavior than does the corner candy §tare. Stehbins J

states: HESESS =il — —_— b _

A A given cultural definition is consensually shared-to the
extent that those who are members of a particular group
are aware that others in it recognize and utilize it in
the same way that they do. Thus in North America bar rooms
are generally defined as places where people drink alcoholic
+ beverages and talk socially with others and offices of work
are typically conceived as locations for occupatignally s Q\)
related activity-two widely held cultural definitions -
(St_ebb'lns 1969:195). - .

VThes‘e definitions, !|owever, are not a]}nys accepted.. A per:son may
choose to 'a;sert his pav"sona? definitions in a situation in opposition
to accepted cultural ﬁrescr‘lptions for bghavior. Instead of shaking hands
and-infroducing himself the man may choose to demonstrate no indication of
.greeﬂvng to the newcomer. The child may reject cultural standards in the
classroom. " These perscna} interpretations of everyday events are baged




both on habit and on individual nonacceptance of expected behavioral

* reaction. But the important distinction between cultural deﬁmnons and
habicual‘def{mhons is that, in the latter, the 1nd1\{;‘ldua1 chooses not
‘tg accept the agreed upon mode of propriety or there _is no agreed upon L4
propriety to accept. The similarity between these two types of definitions
is tha‘; both occur frequently, are usual, and therefore, are recurrent
mental acts. o

A third type of definitional situation which a person can face is

one in whn:h he has Tittle or no experience. When faced with an alien or
unfamvhar situation, the individual canrot rely upon cultural or upon habitu-
al modes of response because they do not apply. He is unable to plan-his
action because he and.others in thev commupity whom he knows have had no
experience with such ciréumstances. In‘this instance the individual must
rely especially heavily upon the ?mxmate ;/ariab]es of others, place and
hardware for direction, as well as, predispositions. acquired ear‘iy in life,
which ‘have remained dormant for years. For example the early adolescent

- who has learne;i in pr‘*imary socialization to fear girls and has had persana_l
inter-sex failures that reinforcé this fear might be cunsidereg predisposed
to-homoerotic, stimuli. But this predisposition could never be abt;vated
unless, a situation arose wherein the location, the dthers‘, and -the hardware - _

- were all suited to the enactment of same-sex behavior. .,

v There are other predispositions that the actor ma;‘r have, which.seen; %
totally unrelated to engaging:in homosexual activity for the fir_st time.
The adolescent male actor may-be with a gro’up’ of peers who decidé that
exploring one another‘s bodies would be fu’n. The actor may agree to go
along with the activity hecause the person |n1tiatmg it is someone he

admires as an important person in his school. Or he may choose to go a\ong



‘because he is new to this group of friends .and values their :nmpaninnship

as a velm:le for peer group acceytance The actor may be predisposed to
accept or reject the proposed activity for a myriad of reasons few of
which have anything whatever f]{d’q with "1ibidinal drive”, “cathexis", or
domineering mothers. This is the first incursion 1;lto same-sex behavior
and it may well be the last. Some; however, will pursue the activity
further. Their motivations for doing so will. change as théy come into
contact with more restrictive sex-role definitions.. » . ‘
These predispositions, which Lofland (1967) refers Ato as subjective
availability, are based on experience.s Ana .involvements ‘which the uérscn
has had in the past that are unre'la‘ted‘ to the specific situation at hand.”
Campbell -(1963) offers a modern definition.of predfspbsltion. He limits

“his statements strictly to acquired states, stressing that predispositions

.[he calls then "acquired behavioral dispositions"] are enduring and that

they remain dormant yutﬂ‘ activated by situational stimuli.. When activated,

these products of past experience impinge upon au‘r awareness$ equip us with

a specific view of the wqrld almi guide; behavior in the immediate present.
Within the influences placed upon the individualﬂby the proximate

variables, the person has to decide, although he has 1‘1tt!e basis for a

decision, whether a prospect:ive act is moral, neutral or immoral. The

first two ;udgements make him snbjecti.ve'ly available to the behavior while

the third renders him unreceptive to engaging in the activity. The pred

. position is not necessarily the crucial element in the individual's decis‘lan.‘

In behavior 1ike homosexuality where the activity is most frequently intro-
duced ‘at an early age it would seem unlikely that highly negative or ws‘l-
tive moral judgements would have much bearing. Therefore it might be

possﬂﬂe, that the proximate factors are the most 1mportant ones in
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influencing hnmosexual exper(mentatwn In any‘ case it is difficult to

* demonstrate what a manve for engaging |n same-sex experiences m1gh\: be? ~

at the onset because of the different roles, hardwarh, p'lace others, actor

{
and predisposjﬂons p]ay for pzople in different situations,

The wﬂHngness to act in a “certain way can only be evoked by prox1-

mate variables’ and without them (this motivation or predispos1t1on would he

meaningless. 1In uther words, when act1_vated predispositions are’ considered,

as: Stebbins advises they should be, action is motivatedvby the defipi\:j’on.
of the jmmediate situation (Foote; 1951): Kinsey (1953) is credited with.
having reached the conclusion that malé‘horﬁosexua”ty is, indeed,llérge'ly
na matt.er of circumstantial phenomen;. ‘When writing of Kinsey's report,

AM. Krich states \
Professor K‘lnsey and his associates insist that preference
for homoerotic behavior is the result of the conditioning
efféects of the first accidental experience and the failure

: nf soc1a1 pressure to convince the individual that he should
eject one pattern of response in favor of another (Krich,
1954 Introducti

Laud Humphreys (1970), in a more récent study of the same-sex behavior

which transpires in men's “"tearooms" (restrooms).presents a similar situa-
tional hyyothgsis. Casting away the popular, yet largely unsubstantiated,
etiological explanations forwarded by psychn’lugy and psychnaﬂnalytic theory
. Humphreys maintains:
Apart from-any psychalogical theories that may be app'Hed
- to explain preferences for impersonal sex, I believe there
are situational and social factors of a relatively simple

- natre that may cause one to prefer sex without commitment
(Humphreys 1970:153).

It should be noted that Humphreys is referring to the‘impersnna1 sex

' . which transpires in tearooms which is'substantially different from the .com-
m!tmev}t ‘or attachment male h‘omoseiua‘ls‘ have to a sexual career. Despite.:

tbﬁ; difference; however, it seems reasonable to c_onch{de,tbiat situational_
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factors are prominent in the young male's incursion into homosexual experi-

ence as well.

..ln an ear]y study dealing with conformity hert Lindner (1956)

writes cunvlncingly of the sigMﬁcance of these situational factors on

ik
hmsexua'lity ®

4 ' - Sex, in short, throughout the 'er of an 1nd|v|dua’| born

1. into the society which you_ and I inhabit; is under a virtual
ban, except for a brief pertod, when, 1f we manage to
satisfy certain requirdfents of time, place, person, con- *

- dition, method, manner, intention and frequency - as well

as the additiona] ceremmia'l duties .imposed by law, religion
and custom - our erotic potential may be executed (Lindner,
1956:40). pi .

This emphasis on critical situatinns in the emergence of the behavior
deﬂned as deviant 1s important in that it allows a dynamic explanatlun of

ife contingencies as they relate, either directly or indirectly, to the

adaptations peu‘p!,e make to their, illicit behavior. A situati/nnal analysis
tof dg'vl;'nt behavior stresses the notion' that rea'th:. as. perceived ‘by. the
iCtD;‘, is constantly being redefined and reconstructed. Rather than fos-
tering-a static conpeptlon of ghe relationship between actor and environment,
the interactionist appmlcﬁ goes' to s';reat' Tength to-demonstrate what dif-
ferent mealgings a certain situation mighé elicit from an individual. The
meanings attached to those critical s1tuatiov;s.durlng_ the‘emergeﬁce_ of
homosexuality play a significant role in determining .fhe course which the
individual will follow in the future. o .
The simple behavioral involvement that.a pre-adolescent or an e;r1y
"-ndolescent.may have in" same-sex activity does not, in itself, require tha;
a !;nnu:sexual role identity will ultimately be accepted,  The young 1nd1vldua1
may very well fq;-esake ‘this form of sexual expression for heterosexuality.
Imleedvl(insey's data demonstrates that of <the thirty-seven percent of the
white male population who do indulge in same-sex activity Aonly ten percent

‘



remain more nr"less e‘x‘;'lusive'ly homosexual for a béﬁ’@g of at 1ga$t three
yearsl.‘ Along‘ with this only four percent of the same population Sre
exc‘iu‘s,ive'ly homosexual throughout their lives t_Kinsey, 1953). This
movement in an out <;f types of sexual beﬁavior and as a canséquence sex
role identity, ‘indicates that there are most certainly different pr‘n‘c‘esses
through which homosexual males assess .their ‘own commitments to their
behavior. Homosexuality, for- 1nstam:e, aoes not exclude heter:usexual con-
tact and aétivify. The 'Hnes of same-sex attachment occui with d1fferent

frequency, intensity and commitment. As a resu’lt'sltuationaI ana'lysis Tends

L itself quite apprupriate'ly to this subject of study. Luﬂand‘ réﬁarks that: -

& A situational emphasis tends ‘to employ a processual rather

2 than a static mode of causation...A situational emphasis
tends to take the phenomenology of the actor rather seri-
ously and to be concerned with discovermg and depicting *
it on its own terms...The actor's own account is impor-
tant...A situational emphasis-tends to highlight proces-
sual and phenomenological explanatory variables whose
operation is relatively proximate to that for which an
account is being given (Lofland, 1969:296-297).

The theory which accompanies an analysis of ‘situations must also.

account for the different prbcesseé through which the subje;t develops in

ins specific career orientation. . Since we have already.dealt with the

1mpnrtance of proximate variables in the emergence of hnmosexua'l behavior,

. the next point of theoretical discussion is Mncess of the-emergence

of a homosexual r)ule 1dent1ty. .
: '

¥, - Drift and Encapsulation

As stated, the simple experience of a homosexua'l act does not comit
VA
a person to a career of homosexua'lny There. are, huwever, 1nd|vidua’|s who,

after this exper‘lence, pursue and close upon” a_homosexual ru'le \dentity.

_This is a slow process.




( “ e e : 13

Because of| the Targe numbér of previous)y undefined situations which
every individual faces in Tife, a certain number of risky decisions must )

be made. If one efpcnhnters opportunities which, he did not foresee, expec~

tations which he hqs not learned to cope with, or pressures to act which
he has not 'Ieafned ‘to cdntrql , the individual is faced with a predicament
in which he must a"b‘andon his usual behavgor and eiéher plunge unknowingly
into the activity or withdraw completely from it.. Take the yuung male‘ who'
does not understand the moral and Tegal restr1ctmns to pubhc mdulgence IS
in same-séx behavior'and who is largely iqnorant of the personal consequenceé

. of such beha\{iur. Ié this activity is satisfying and he decides to continue

‘1t ‘he enters an undefined‘sphere of éctivity without the usual role support.

It might, in fact, be' more accurate t.o say that he may not even consider his
overall identity as re'lated to the activity. He most probably knows enough
. to'conceal' the activity from pubHc and parental scrutiny. But this does

nut uecessarﬂy indicate an ‘, 4 as to the ', or

. "badness"-bf the behavior. . The tén ;?Ey to concea’l the behavior 15 evidence
of the person's Iack of attachﬁent to 'R“onl)is incertainty about his
involvement in 1t ; ““ﬂ»\.,,

The individual m'rrs ‘circumstance'. rather éhan consciously ‘con~
‘structing ,ﬁ1s identity a}-uund hovm‘sexuath, "dv:ift;" into it. .The concept
of "drift" as articulated byMatza.(1969) provides the a\nalytical reference ’
point with whlcl"l to underst;nd uncommitted naive 1nvo\yanent in so:ially»

unapproved behavior.. To the idea of drift n;a.x,_, e added ‘.that of "encapsulation":

(encapsulation)....is a state whereln actor is pnimarily
attuned to the immediate management.of ppoximate threat
and is largely unencumbered by consi tions of long
term consequence...Encapsulation in response to threat
heightens actors sensitivity to and proclivity to engage
in acts that are short term, quick, s1mp‘le and close at
hand ‘and proximate. (Luf'land 1969:51-5; ).‘




The drifting process does nat, however, car:y uitﬁ it th; same
proportions of naivete throughout. The actor is, at first’. naive in his
psycholbéica'l adaptation to the deviant activity. But asi;:o;e time, ehergy,
and interest are invested in boti-. the activity and the concealmen! of lit,
it begins to-have a deeper meaning to him. He eventually | Iearns that he

must sunehnw rearrange his previously untarnished 'hientity to mc]ude this
new sphere of activity. Before this thejndividua! can resort to any num-
ber of psychological strategies which will keep this socially disapproved
behavior at some distance from h;s f.eelltng about himself. He can ration-
‘alize his involvement in the behavior, temporarily ignore the fact that
the behavior is defined as improper, or go so far as to forget that he )
ever engagéd in it. If he continues his deviant behavior, however, these
pmcesses will not suffice. Edwin Lemert (196f), wilen wrft_ing abou?: this
driftlng process, states: S

This [drift] may proceed from one of two kinds of psycho-
Togical states; .in one the individual has no prior
experiences that such actions are defined or definahle
as deviant; he must learn or must apply the definitions
to his-attributes of actions. In the other the person
already has learned the definitions, but progressively
rationalizes or disassociates them from his actions.
Unequivocal perception of a deviant self comes when the
person enters new settings, when supportive (normalizing)
interactions with intimates becomes antagonistic, or when
contact is made with stigmatizing agencies of social
control. (Lemert 1967: 5 ?’B

«  Although Lanert states that either a change in opportunity structure
or a change in public disclosure is necessary for a person to accept a )
dev!ant identity, other circumstances can preclpitate this same result.
The "secret deviant” (Becker, 1963) who maintains the seclusiveness of his
activ{ty is s‘tﬂ'l apt to undergo a significant transformation in his self- .
image even without coming to the attention of moral entrepreneurs or dis-

~approv|»g-i'nt1‘|@'es.. As we shall see later in this chapter,/“this does not
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invalidate Lemert's remarks. There can be ehanges in the devjant actor's
self-image. even without public exposure, although the circumstances of

which Lemert speaks demand a more.dramatic reappraisal. Ih though it is

i;i);s'lhle y:hut’a man might be able to keep certain behavior secret qrom
ﬁtn Ps f‘ar an extended amount of time, the kpersistent concentration and
effnrt required in performing thls task itself-requires an adjustment~ in
how he feels about himself im: re'lation to others. Over time the adolescent's
first effort at behavioral disguise develops, after consﬁerah'le experience
with public reversiun,,in;‘.n systematic concealmént of ‘sex-role identity :
which he has, to some degree: accepted. .The actor i;as Tearned, the reac-
tior:s of society to his behavior and has 'épp'lied',t’hose Adefinﬂ:ions to h'_lms.e1f.
The young male homosexua'l goes through -a rather dramahc social- -
psychological process. Although the mechanics of ‘his hehavioral d\sgu(se
‘ma'y bé the same, the raison d'etre of his performance has ‘changed. “His
1nvestmént of time, energy and“concen’tration teathes him how to handle I;is
discreditable image wi;hput e;‘pésure ta}discrediting_ssurces.ﬂ Bt in this
process the individual has made an “infornal comnitment tora homosexual role’
identity. ' "
As Tong as the individual.has not decided to “come-out” publicly he
may éngage in certain public self-degrading ceremonies tn order $o keep J
his sex-role i‘dentity secret; These sé1f-degrading ceremonies will only
depreciate his sexual image, since others are ignorant that the individual's
" intention is to disguise overtly his involvement in homosexuality. When he

interacts with straights he is most Tikely to agree with their faustic %

statements and attitudes about "queers”. He publicly shares the reversions
. 3

e



16
7

and contempt that his family and friends might have for homopmle Tibera-
tion groups. In short the publicly uncomhitted male homsexua'l attempts
to present an image that is quite "normal”, often assuniwg what Humphreys
_c&lls:ﬂm;:buastphte of righteousness.” Christian Bay states:
- @ To the extent that a person is deep’ly worried about his
popularity, his career prospects, his financial future.
his reputation etc., he will utIHze his politica
opinions not for achieving realistic insight but for
impressing his reference groups and his reference persons
favorably (Humphreys, 1970:147).
= The extent to which this phenmnena occurs»depends upon the indi-
vidual's’ abprehensiun about involuntary disclosure as well as the dedreé
“to which he sees his homosexual role “identity, alt}mugh secret‘lve as an

" inextricable part of h totu'l Tife pattern.

Coming Out Aoy .o

x “Cnming—out“ is the decision.by the male homosexual to engagekin

public (%ar, p;rties; etc.) same-sex activity. ‘lt'aléc refers to a willing-
ne;; to avoid tlp_se 'socidl contacts which have placed the individual in a
se'lf-dlegrayin'g simatﬁn and assume relationships in the gay mr]d/Pnhich'
are more accommodating to his behavior. The homosexual can either choose
to live a marginal 1ife between the t»o‘mr'ld; of m:rma!i’ty and deviance
or he can immerse himself in the gay sdbcu'lture and acquire a self-enhancing

role Idenhty HLthin that sphere. Of course coming-out does not neéessar!ly ,

carry wlth ‘H;.an of a ual identity. But, the

decision to come-out publicly :is 'often antecedent to the person's complete
acceptance of the role identity. The actor gradually discloses his Ldenﬂty N
to trusted straights and then to others who préviously had di‘scredi ted him.

)+ The dynamics of coming-out are, indeed, crucial. to these developments.

By coming-out the .individual _iransfers his social contacts to those who
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have chosen his sexual path’ from the group of previousiy discrediting
straights. This, enables him to partic!pa:e soc’laﬂy in the gay world while-
reso’lvmg the conf]ict which he had prev1ous]y with his straight fr1inds

Once again, proximate vanab'les play a 1arge part 1n the process of :

developing the actor's self- enhancmg role identity. who the 1nd|v1dua1

confides in depends upon his distance me ‘the pr1nc1pa1ls0urces of degra-. .
dation (family, boss, etc.). The coming out process reIeases the male
homosexual from: deeendence upon a straight. world for ’leasure relﬁnunshj_ps.l
i, . e . 3
3 j @ .
. » " Commitment and Attachment £
»/ | .

"“This coming-out process is indeed a semlp‘ubHc and pgrsana] commit- |

rment to homosexua'l role- 1denﬁty However. the deqree to which the ind1v1dua1

makesvthis canmitment is contlngent ‘upon many circumstances. Dnce the actor
has decided ta)ume-out he will coordinate his commitment in rel’at‘lonﬁ:o .

the nunber and strengtﬁ’ of .social Situations which he defines as‘penanzing.’: °

' Circumstances 1iKe family diasapprova] , occupational insecur‘i"ty,'and edu-

catinna’l achievement all present contingencies of possible continuation
soual penalties that the male humasexu@l must deal with:*{A more detailed
-analysis nf these pemalizing situations is presented in subsequent ehapters o)
Although ‘the actor may present a strong self-enhancmg role 1mage
(anﬁnan 1968) in some: situations, for examp1e with close fr‘lends he may
be threatened by other circumstances Tike work- and famﬂy, which force him
to assume a more selfvdegradinvg imagé ip these regards. Throughout his
life the actor revises the way he man'lfesgs his :’:omitmentvto homosexdaljﬁy.
The actor's gverall cwmitn;lent is, of course; detemn"ned by the
forementioned-{ penaHzin‘g‘;'svoch‘l c1rcumstances There are any number of

yotentiaﬂy discredit‘lng situations, all of which carry differeutfdegrees
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of penéljty Aﬂ‘)r disc‘osure for the actor. The;se penalizing c‘lrcmrs‘tances
exist in the everyday interactions the actor has in the straight unﬂd
How tne mdividua‘l reacts to :ne discrediting c'lrcmstance once again 1s
dependent upon pmx1mate vangﬂes. Hho is making the remark? _Where-is
the interaction o:curtng Hhat 1s the actor's qttimde toward himself at
this yartir.u’lar mmnt? The actor not only affixes’ his commitment around
‘the” possih)hty of penal y from 1mportant c‘lrcumstan:es Tike faml’ly and {

,‘occupation but also constructs h\s com'ltment with reference to any number

of smaller 1nteract)ona1 pena'lt‘les which may ar‘lse “To what types of straight

associates dées the acto disc]ose'l Does he maintain social and 'Ieisure

Ui Hhat we are dea'Hng with 1s 2 subjectlve reality around which the
hunosexua] must construct Ms Tife. sty]e The heterosexual daes not exper1-
. ence these cantingencies in plannmg hlS lnteractional actwvty, but rather
encounters ot‘her decision. makmg s|tuations \Mch are pmminent under
d‘lfferent sets of c1rcul|stances The homosexual is forced to deal with a
‘social tabao against his sexual cho1cz and therefore is dea‘ling <in an
activity coi’istmcting reéality that stipulates special considerations. It

bequmes apparent, then, that the actor nho has coulnmad himself or becomes

" comn‘ldted to a same-sex role Igentxty as to define different s1tuat1ons/\\\7

consistently with the type of commitment he has assumed

The group of people undér study in tMs research “have a'lready demun-.
s strated a sigmﬂcant degree of self—enhan@ing conln{tment by the s1mple
?act that they have u’ll gone through the coming-out pmcess Thls résearch

attemptyto draw distincnuns in commitment 12vels within, tMs a'lre ly*

self-enhanced group. Certainly, the contrast in. cumtment be

K
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s . . ‘contrasts which T am attempting to make. In any case the cmnnittefd homo-

sexual exists in a de;nénding social realm in which crucial decisions about

: 5
%; ’ : 2

Aging

i - his presentation of sei:f:_ need to be made. *

ch'h 0{ thé 11‘teraturéj’(5|tten about the aging.homosexual has

either inferred or 1ndiFated di:recﬂy that the aging.actor undev‘go‘es a

4s1gn1f’icaqt‘“€hange in his commitment in conjunction with'a_ youth-oriented
gay sui:culturé wm‘ch.no longer' seeks his :ctive par\‘;ic1pati«?n. Reiss

(1961) tells us of the lengths to which some aging homosexuals are forced
- to go in order to find sexuai satisfaction. Martin Hoffman (1968) writes

about the problems of aging when he states:

As we’ have pGinted out, if one is not young and attr;)ctive,,
the gay world can,be a“very unhappy place indeed, for it
has a very ‘pervasive marketplace character. If one enters
a market with very little to.offer the buyers to whom he _.
desperately wishes to sell, then various serious personal
troubles are likely to ensue, for one's self-esteem is
. constantly being deflated...If he is viewed as a comodity of - -
/low value on the sexual market, he will begin to view
himself as of Tittle worth.(Hoffman, 1968:186),

It is this view of aging male hoinosei(na]"lty which predominates the
“i1terature~on the subject. Thé aging actor is indeed forced to rearrange

his commitment as well as his Qchniques for acc‘[ujrjingvsexua] satigfaction.

7 )

thils point in life the actor does encountér a series of social penalties \5
=

hich"require special consideration.

. e T On the “other
; p 1

‘n‘H”Mér,gi.nr-Heinberg (1970) suggests that aging homo-
¢, “sexuals are bétter adapted to their life circumstances than their younger
. A e ,

N c]:?lnte‘rparts. - He maintains that much of the fear and anxiety about the
g =, i}glng process are the projected fears of younger homophiles. Weinberg

o
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A. "The Vo\mger Homosexual™ - (25 and under): He finds
himself between two worlds, clinging to the heterosexual’

© way- of 1ife and yet attracted if not committed, to the N
homosexual way of 1ife. In homosexual parlam:e, he often
has not "come out". If this is the case, it is not sur-
prising that the youngest have the lower rates of socio-
sexual contact With the homosexual world. Since this is,

- for the homosexual, a time of conflict, identity crisis
.and lack of direction, it is a period which is sufficiently
stressful to agcount for the low psychological adjustment -
scores shown by this group. -

- B. “The Older Homosexual" - (Over 45): The homosexual
world places a premium on youth. This means that as far
as social interaction and  sexual gains are concerned, the
older homosexual ‘has less value. There is less socio-

. sexual contact with other homosexuals. As he ages however,
the homosexudl is able to adapt to this situation. More-
over, he Tearns in time' to accept his homosexuality. This
?g%r;gg;es to his better psychological adjustment.(Weinberg,

Thus we can see that there is considerable difference of opinion as.
to what actually occurs during the course of aging. ~'In any case, since
the -actor must often change his methods for finding sex as well as 'the
types of social and emotional interaction which accompany it, certain
reappraisals of sex-role identity occur. Once lgam, the decisions he -

nkes restrict alteﬁlese open. to Mm

Cnncl usions

The theoretical discussion of this chapter provides us Méh a per-
spective for understanding human differentation and adaptation within a
socially .disa'pp'roved realm of activity. The chronological marking poivnts /
_which have been chosen (preadu]tscent same-sex act!vity and precmrmitment
psychologwa'l ‘adaptation, coming-out, ‘and ag1ng) for d‘lscuss‘lnn are by
no means the on1y points. in l1fe when the actor is manag‘lng his deviant ..

commitment and career. Ragher the actor constructs his r.nmnitment .

7 .

3
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throughouf his life. .The marking points considered he‘re are major .con-
tingeng‘ie; of homosexual commitment and-career. ’ It i; from these reference —

s\@r this stn:dx attempted to discover and describe the processes of j
career and cumTtment in homosexuality.

\ﬂthin the :our'se of the research many social situations which cause

dlscomfurt and discredit to the homosexual actor were ana\yzed. The way
in which the actor manages his sex role identity around these circumstances
pﬂ;vides us with da.ta about the‘ processes and degrees of commitment which
exist 1‘n the hoosexual world. As stated earH'er' in this chapter the
stud;l sample in this research doé; not necessarily rep‘resent the homosexual
ur;iverse since this un1versé re;na‘i ns 1argé1y undefined to the social

scientist. The commitment levels discqssed later give only an indication

, of the possible ‘type:\s of human adaptatior to a socially unaccepte;i behavioral

involvement.

'[he study also “the ics of the comi 9 t process. This
contingency was singled out for special scrutiny because of its sig!ﬂficance
for the 'actor's developing commitment.

The most important aim.of career—comﬂmev[t research is to describe'
this process in {t; own form. The definitions -people car;ry with them in. R
their interaction with.others is the essence of their reality base. The
goal of this research-is to |dent1fy those deﬂnitiuns and explore the

consistencies and incongruities wh‘ch they create for the human actor 1n

his particulair social world.



- wr - - ‘ s
Tror an exce'llent discuss!on of soc(a] prohle-s as an issue see Robert
Perucci and Marc Pilisuk, The Triple Revolution:Social Problems in-
Depth (Boston, Mass.:Little, Brown and Co., 1968) Introduction.

’ E




d Z £ a ' CHAPTER IT
5 © . METHODS AND PROCESS

The methods of data collection in this research into the career and
commitment contingencies Sf ma1é homosexuals are in one sénse t;\e sta’ndam‘i
sociological tools of survey and intérview. In another respect, however, ?
the methods selected for_gaining éntrance and acceptance into this highly
d(screditah\’e and covert soc(a1 group are'unusua] Before entering into a i
detaﬂed descmptwn of method, an exp]anatwn as to the "guiding principles”
e surrounding it are in order. " 5 ®

o : The methods chosen in th‘ls researc‘k,are d1rect'|y related. to the type
of 1nfomat1on be1ng sought and the ways in which the information would'

be put to use. The pverr?ding concern-and intention of this_ research .is

the. generation of hypoth;:ses and the Puﬂdmg of theory. Because of the

relative scarcity of research on the subjgcfz\and the indefinite nature of

the male homosexual pépu\‘aiion, attempts at verifying our scanty knowledge

vmu]d be inappropriate. 4 5
: In a very real senée tm; purpose m’_ I:_h‘ls researc’h is to gdv;nce the
% social scivent‘lst's k_nowled‘ge“ about male hnmcsexua'th to a point where veri-

fication procedures'can -be 'imp'lemented Accordmgly, the tfpes of 1nfor- ‘

matmn sought a1d the discovery of sa'l'lent hypotheses and the bunding of

grounded theory (Glazer and Strauss, 1967).

g

Thls resea®ch is' concerned with the sncial furces at work upon the
homnsexual in his historical h\ography, Ms present social world, and Ms

future cgmiunent and 9arper. THe interview is appropriate here Since i

\



the primary focus of the research is on the mdividua]'s subgectﬁe reality,

iterview prcvides the mast efficient and effective mode of 1nformat10n
'gathering Within the interview the researcher can combine the merits of

pTanned and spontaneous probes in discoveﬂng persona1 v(ewpnints

t is within the frame of reférence of theory. development and hy-

pothesis gqeratwn that the following descriptlon of methodo'logy should

be placed, .

%

AN

«_ - Description of Method 5
3 Jescription of Method v
\a. .
The researqh’s,ta’nged with the administration of a social-psychological
test, which I devé]nprgi./ éb 106 ma'lje\,homosexua'ls in_ Minneapolis, Minnesota.
This test, once. scored and tabulated, wis used as a basis for sample ‘sélec-

tion in the second stage of research.- Here 317of the test respondents were ’

interviewed. A research assistant 'uhéwf?is active in the, Minneapvﬂ'is gay
-community was hired as test adminish:ato:a‘ﬁd interview coordinator. The
research was performed in several sta‘ges which are described in the order
they occurred ' . '
™
Test
The sacié'l’-psychological test was designed to separate the survey

population .into self-enhancing and se'lf-deg‘r-ading séx role identity groﬁps. y
lt was constructed to determine, in a-general way, the respondent's form
‘of cmmibnent to a homosexua'l sex-role ‘career. - In addition to th'ls function, ‘_ :
the test mcluded survey questiqns relating to the occupationa'l age,

rehgious, demog:;aphic and family sgatns

of. committed male homosexuals
(see Appendix). . ) ¥
The test consisted of a series of seventeen pntentiaﬂy penaHzing

htuations that a-male homosexual might encou)itér in his everyday Tiving,
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at work, with family, and with friends. The respondent then selected from
five multiple-choice responses t’he one that represented best.hls response
to ‘the s{tuation. g

I developed twenty-seven test questions, with the aid of my research
assistant, which were presented toa pane1 of thre? Judges from the Minneapo-
1is gay community. (One Judge was a graduate student in psychalogy, one an
artist, and one a secondary school teacher. ) The judges were asked to weight
the strength of self-enhancing “commitment required by -each situgtion. By
placing the questions in two grnﬁps - high commitment, medium commitment,
and Tow commitment and then just high cormu‘vt:ment and Tow comni tment - the
Jjudges decided upon the character of each, circumstance presented in each
questlah. Of the seventeen questions selected for thé test, thirteen
received the unanimous agreement of all three judges in both groups.
Agreement on t)uz four other ciuestions included in the test was achieved in
the two cat‘egory sort but only partially achieved in the three category
sort, * Where the two category sort pgoduced unanimous. results, the three .
category sort, with its added Tevel of medium commitment, produced sma]]
differences as to whether the f«gur remaining questions should be ranked as
medium or high or medium or low. In no cases were judgements as discrepant
-as high and Tow made. _As a result the two category scoring system was -
adopted. .

_ Then either a strong score Toad ‘(seven-three) was applied to the

five nu:]tiple;choice se1ec€inns for each question or a weaker score (five-one) |
for the selections to other questions depénding upon the strength of
commi tment 1nherént in each situation portrayed -in the quest‘iu‘n (see Apperi-
dix, Test, ;3. 7, Tabulated Score Sheet). Each respondent's ‘score 'lndicated

his type of covm\itment to his sex role preferen:e



Ir; order to' check the-validity af the test questions and scoring

technique. beynnd the assessment of the three judges, three hyputhet'lca'l

" situations were presented at the end uf the test. Again, they depicted
potentially penalizing civ‘cumstances The rekpondenvt was a’sked to record .

his reaction to each situatwn 2 L

,' These reactions were coded in two ways. First,‘they were coded on
"a Hus-minus ’cqntinuqm. When a respondent used a personal pronoun,
Menf\"fymg himse1f as a homosexual in response to the ‘situati n a ++ score
was recorded. |When he challenged the penalty s‘ituation by referring to'a
gay point of view wi thgut a personal reference, -he received a + score.
When there was a noncomital response, a O score was applied. When the
respondent attempted t6 cast off the pejoritive imputations of the others
by leading them to believe, without persona] reference, that he .was a
heternsé:iual, a - score was recorded. Lastly, if the respondent jdentified
himself as a heterosexual or personally deriqed homosexuals he received

a score-of --. X f g o

The 16 respondents who. had -the highest scores on the test (sglf-

enhancing commitment) accumu‘l‘ated thirty seven pluses, sixéeen zeros and
twelve minuses. - The, other 15 with the Towest scores on the test (self-
rdegrading commitment) accumu'lated four p]uses, nineteen zeros and twenty-
-six minuses. The reactions were then weighted: ++ = five, + = four;

0= three, - = two, and =- = one, The sub;ects with the highest test '
scores had a mean of 10,56 on the hypothetica'l code vmﬂe the respnndents
’with the Towest test scores had a mean of 7.53.

As Table 1 on the fo‘l'lowing page demonstrates, this validity check

indica‘tesAthat the respondents did, indeed, show consistency in the type
of their'cmmitme‘nt on both the multiple choice and the unftructurad hypo-

f 4
thetical situations. ) - %
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Table 1 Dbjective-ﬂypothel;ical Question
" Validation Check = - - !

Hypothetical Hi hest‘Survey Sco}‘é Lovwest Survey Score -
Code Scores ?se”-enhancing) (se1f-degrading)
+score EJ S

0 Score ) ’ 16 s e s W

- Score 12 ' ' 26

Mean Point Score 10.56 783

Survey Sample ) i . .

Havi'r{g described the character and content of the survey, some dis-
cussion of the nature of the survey sample-is in order. Die to t‘he exp]ar;a-
tory nature of the research; with its evlvﬁhas1s upon l;ypothesis generation,
sampling was nonrandom. Indeed; the secretive character of much-male homo-
sexualiwty precludes population definition by both the social s:ientilst_and )
the homosexuals themselves. In light of these facts, re;pondents had to
rieet four requirements: 1) They had to be between the ages of eighteen
and thirty-five. 2)- T‘wy had to define themselves as homosexual. 3) They
had to be "out" for at least six months.4) They had ta’lhave exclusively
hemosexua] sex relations fov: the past thrée years. s . ¥

_The sample was intentiona'ﬂ)/ 'Iimi'ted to individuals in the eighteen
to thirty-five age groyp ‘becalise they are easier to find and appear to be
more socially vi.sible; Also, it was important that the respondent have
some recollection of the development of his adolescent sex behavio;'.

The second sample réquir‘mnt needs some ex;:lanation’. Much.argument
has.taken place in the social sciences over what exactly a homosexual is
-(Churchi1l, 1967). fndeed, Kirisey's (1953) continuum of sexual choice
clarified for many Qhét homosexuality is a relative s.‘lx-point: condition,



28
at least in terms of/s’exua] activity.. Most, if not all, of the resﬁundents d
fall s mewhe;e between four and six on Kinsey's scale.

One out of every eight males (13% of all adult males) has -

more of the homosexual thar the heterosexual in his his-

tory, i.e., rates 4-6 throughout a period of at least

three.years (Churchill, 1967:54). }

Although K1n§ey‘s continuum and its subsequent interpretations have

_done much to clarify the rangé arid extené of same-sex activity, it fails
. to provide us with a basis for 1denﬁfy1ng "true"’homﬁsexua]s. Churchill
attempts to clarify the d'eﬁnitiun of homosexuality thus: ’
Throughout this book the word "homosexual" is used to
_refer to all sexual phenomena, overt or psychic, that
involved 1ike-sexed individuals. Individuals may re-
spond sexually to stimuli originating in other individuals
of the same sex in diverse ways and for. virtually an
Infimte number of reasons. Some such responses may
occur in a context that makes them appear fortuitous.
In other instances such responses may occur in a context
which makes them appear situational, experimental,
transitory, opportunistic, compulsive, psychopathological
or in any one of; a great number of other contexts. In
. either case the sexual nature of the response "and the

fact that it inolves ariother individual of the same

sex define the résponse as homosexual, rather than the’ v
. ggr)ltext in which the response occurs (Ehurchin, 1967: -

Although Churchill's apparent reluctance to' define persons as homo-
sexual (as opposed to defining their behavior thus) is certainly well
ﬂ;unded and legitimate, it leaves little room fur_find{ng a working definition
of the phenomena for socia!-psychulag!cal research purposes. Persons who
engage in same-sex behavior in North America have been legally and socially
oppressed. - Churchill's use of the word as a description of an act rather
than a condition of personality ‘is welcome. But the researcher is still
1eft with the problem of defining his research'area. How does the researchen
define what a homosexual is, particularly when he is concerned with social--"

psychoiogical ‘dynamics rather than }requency of hehav'ia}*?, A
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‘ln response to this?ﬂiifm; research defines homosexuals as
those persons who identify themselves as such, regardless:of frequency of
sex aétlvity and other fol of homosexual contact. In working terms,
they are those who 1dent1ﬁe themselves as such to-the research assistant
adnimstering the test and survey. Schofield (1965), in his research,‘

/ys‘ a similar definition| of mnosexual!ty He states:

A homosexual for the purposes of' this research is a_male

of twenty-one or over|but under sixty-one who regards 4!

himself as a homosexual and is prepared to say so to the .

“ interviewer (Schofield, 1965:4). i

Concerning the third sampling requirement, d‘ifferenb individuals

deﬂne their coming-out in different ways. The purpose nf the research was

% to explore those suhjective definitions and reaHtles which hovmsexuals

create and urry with them, using thg six month restriction as an arbitrary
guide. N/ - .

Tne fourth requirement was employed to ensure a high degree of ex-
clusively homosexual comnimeht among the respondents. - The sexual orient-
ations of homosexuals and ambisexuals are not mtul‘“y exclusive. This
requirement focused attention on the commitment levels and career contin-

gencies of men Tiving in an exclusively same-sex identification system.
Sampling Technigue . 2
The simple was established by means of the "sriow ball" technique

(HcCaH and Simmons, 1969). 'Et_le research assistant learned from one
respondent the whereabouts and cooperativeness of anuther _A total of 111
homgsexuals were contacted to fill out the test and 106 actua'll_v cnmpleted
it. There were only five refusals. It should he stated here again that
thi_s‘_f»ms 'not intended to be a- representative sampling device, but rather
a_theoretical one. The survey respondents were told they would probably

.
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be contacted for an interview, which théy accepted as-a conditi?n of com-
' pleting the survey. ’ o

. Survex Data gnd Sample Descrlgtion
The test included a series of survey questions re]ating to occu-

pational,/demographic, familial, educational, socio-economic and age

ke statuses.

. 1) Age. " The mean age of )ihz total- survey group wa; 23.98, while

the mode was tweg_g)hree years of age. The ages ranged between eighteer.
and thirty-two ye%s

2) Religion. '
o

Almost 'twol-g;hi rds of the survey population was
. s g e
Protestant with a majority of the remaining:respondents being Catholic

(see Table 2). “This is the religious identification of the respondqnt‘s

‘childhood. It does not’ner:’éssarl'ly indicate his present religious

preference.
Table 2 = Religious Sncializatiaﬁ ‘of . §

v . Test Group ‘
Religion s N E g
Roman Catholic 3 - 292
Protestant 70- 66.1 4 -
Jewish ) 2 . 1S h, BT 2
Other . 0 & 0.0 '
. None 3 ¥ 2.8
Total 5 106 P . 100.0

3) Education. The .educatjp‘_pal level of the survey group was quite

_high,. with a1l but 7.1 percent of the respondents having attended at.least

. some college (seye'Tab]ve 3). Thpse respondents who finished grade twelve



Those who wem. _to both conege«and trade schoul are coded in their appr

priate college category. 5T i : =

Table 3 . ... ~FEducation Level of x N
e Test Group e T T
Grade Tevel 1 N ' %

1--8

9-12.

Some cdllege
Finished'College
Graduate School”
Trade School

Total

4) Urban-Rural. A s1gn1f1cant number of “the-test gruup came from

rural gnd small town envirenmen\:s This is not surpns'lng s'lnce there is L mE

\—/consvderablz genera] ln-migration to:Minneapolis from the rural areas of

the uppér-midwest. Aruundw.twenty five percent of the group came from Iarge\

urban-centers outside the state (see Table 4)-

e ’
Table 4 ;- Size of Home Townof  —._ . ?
Test Group i _
Size of Town N %
0 - 4,99 25.3
5,000 = 24,99 21.8
e 2530005987999~ 8.5
100,000 - 499,999 19.8 : A .
500,000 - :999,999, 8T 12.3 ¢ ‘
1 Milljon and over I 12.3 .
Total BT ©100.0
~— . . 3

S
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“5) " Income Level. TR large.majority' of “the ‘test esy;ndents came
af least., mldd'la-class’ socm-ggononﬂc status. A arge purt1on of
the responﬂents (31 ’(!) camé fram fanilies whose annual .income was over
] $15,000 (see Table 5)., These facts help explain the M, Qe_ducatmn_a]
level of the: group. = " ¢ £
N - i ) 7' N +y . ¥
mosd g Table, 5 . Family Income'Level of

a RN e W Test Group'

Income 1eve1 (s

- 39 | 5 -
S 8,000.7,999 0 < w19 P
18,000 - 1,099 C | .27 &
12,000 - 14,999 19
- 15,000 and over 1 33" - 3.1 s
& “No i!espohse T A iy S 1.9 et
Total | -6 - 100.0

6; Occupational Status. The test respondents coul,d be-found in a
« wide range of occnpat!nns from-the legal professh)n to factory workers.
The most usua? occupat1ons which the actors maintained weré teachers, hair-
dressers and des1gners. A further ana'lysis of occupatwnﬂ status is

vprowded in Chapter}ive (Table 6-is on fO]TOH‘"Q page.)

Test Scores . . . S = a "

The possible scores on the multiple choice quéstions ranged f_rom
R A th“lrty‘-three to one hundred and one. The actna’l” réngg of scores. was +from

gom T 's1xty tu one hundred and oneé.  The imodal score was,ninety-one, the mean
LA s Ll S

scores 86 05, and the'median score was eighty seveﬁ‘ (see F1gune 1 on fol-

lowing page) s ’ = SR N
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Tatlle 6 Occupationaf Status and Cempo;ition

of Test Group

33

= Océppation‘ N s % \ :
| 5
‘Professional, Managerial 19 17.9 3
Clerical, Sales 18" 16.9
Craftsmen 14 13.2
Operatives t 4 % 3'?
Service - = 't 16 15.1
i .
Arti ‘t’s 6 5.7
Studefit 15 14.2
Labo °6 5.7
Unemp% oyed 6 5.7
No Response 2" 1.8
Total|.: 106 100.0
!
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Interview
Having completed the test, a group of thirty-one respondents were v

se]ecéed for an interview. These respondents had ;cured either very high
(self-enhancing commitment) or relatively low (self-degrading commitment)
on the test questionnaire. Thir:ty-eighiltest réspondent; were actually
‘contacted for an interview, but seven had either moved or could not be
reache:ﬁ. Na\ test respondent refused to accept an ‘interview.

* ~Those chosen for the interview were tontacted by the research assist-

-ant and durected to meet at h1s apartment which is Tocated centrally in a

residential d1str\ct of Minneapolis purpcrted to contain a large number of
«-hgmosexuals. Only three of the interviews were held outside of the assist-
ant's apartment. Two were cunductad at’ the subjécts' apartment. A third

was he'ld at Gay House, a gay social action organization.

P BN 1ntervve_mponde\s were first informedas to the nature, pur-

, pose and direction of the research. Time was a'ﬂowed to answer questions

which the respunde}\t had either about the test he had completed or the

interview at hand. After this I praceeded with the interview (see Appemhx)

All-notes-vere taken by hand . £ um

The InterVIew schedulg consisted offour divisions dealing with
early adu'lescent and preado1escent sexual and suc1a1 exyer'lences the coming-

out prucess, cumitment construction and career maintenancé in the present,

e .
and attitudes about'aging. .The interviews lasted approximately two hours

each with a rangé from forty-five minutes to four hours.’ Unbekmzv_fm to

hoth myself and my assistant, several-men who identified themselves as amhi-
sexual found their' way into both the test anq the interview sampies. ‘This
probably happen_efl when the survey was administered to two or tf!vée persons
At one time. The novelty of thesexperience, or the desire to be.intervjevged,

apparently overcame the respondent's sensitjvity to the feq\jiraneﬁts of ‘the
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research. Ambisexuals in the interview sampie‘ were, at first, a source of
frustration. But when I finished the interviewing 1-discovered that the
fayr ambisexuals who had been inter'v‘lzwed provided an :mmnt@
in commitment  level to the other two groups.-

Research Assistant ~
Contracting of a gay research assistant, active in the community,
served as a.great aid in co‘nducting this research. The initial assistance
came indirectly during the translation of theory into research design. in =
order to communicate my research intentions I was forced, step by stfep, to
explain thg purposes a;|d procedures of the research to the assistant. In
. doing this I became aware of what was practical and possible, given the o
. limitations of -time, finances, and Tocation. Further, the heterosexual and
academic research biases which I undoubtedly carried into the field were

constantTysbeing challenged by the assistant.

-~ Beyond -this other advantages were derived from his presence. The

/\}st respondents willingly gave to the assistant their names addresses.
and telephone numbers all of which.were essential for 1nterv1ew contact.
This information would have been gspécial’ly difficult to obtain by a newly
arrived uutsid; researcher. Indeed, the time required to develop the
needed tr.usvt would have made the research an‘ impossibility.
= The test respondents demonstrated a high degree of trust in the
researéh in that every person who was contacted for an interview agreed tc‘t
participate in it. .This is especially significant for those who received
Tow test scores, for they are particularTy concerned with c("méea'Hng their
sex role identity. ‘
Another positive con‘sequence of having an 'insider as assistant was ‘
that as I took ‘information out of the community, money was being put into

it. The ;ss1st;nt was paid a salary for his services. Sociologists
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" studying socially oppressed’peop'le.might consider paying money to local
social action groups or individuals representing them in return for their
expertise as contact and resource personnel.. This is, perhaps, the least

- 3

" the researcher can‘ do to assist thoﬁe groups of people who provide him with
: : 4 # ., ¢

‘his means of career advancement.
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£ © FOOTNOTE :

‘Except for the category of artists, which comes from Leznoff and Westley -

(1956), and those of students and unemployed, which are my additions,’ :
+ the occupational classification comes from the National Opinion Researth -

Center of the United States. . ¢ ° : .




CHAPTER IIT
THE FIRST E}‘PERIENCE; A CAREER BEGINS,

The following interpretat'loh of ‘results is presented 1r§ three ﬁarts -
f_i‘rst experience, coming-out and coping. This sequential meﬁhnd;has been
chosen- because it elucidates, most e;’ﬂc"ienﬂy, the prug‘ressions ;hd social- .
psycholnélca'l deve]opmen\;.s involved in becoming’ comigéed to homosexuality.
'This phase analysis (Lofland, 1971) is simﬂ‘ar to the 'interpretive’re‘ference '
‘which ‘Davis’(l%a) used in studying the sociah‘zathn an;! rul‘e 'accevptan(:e‘
of student nurses: Davis describes this manner of scrutiny as:

..Those feeHngs, states, inrier -turning points, and

expenent\a'l markings which, from the perspective of

the subject, -impart:a characteristic tone, meaning and

quality to his status passage (Davis, 1968: 237).

. The intention of such a presentation form is to capture the growing
an‘d progressing-reality of the subjects within an identifiable and definitive
'system of exp]anatiun'and description. .The emphasis of the form 1svon the
movement and career grov}th through which Fhe subject moves. The agés:at
which people.begin’ their commitnent adaptation as well as‘vthe time lapses

involved in status passage are, indeed, different for each subject‘,
: g i % v .

First Experiente: Comitment Emergence -

Proximate Variables

It s difficult to determine éxactly what influence the factors
inva'lve‘d in the actor's first’ samé-sex.experience have upon him. It is

certainly true that ‘th'ese‘f:actors have been given second billing to the
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more popular, although often pemicioﬁs, etiological-explanations emanating
from psycho-analytic theory: To some individuals the first same-sex experi-
ence influences them only in that it 1s a place to start their homosexual
career. - For others the first experfence I§ defined a’s'“tr‘aumatizing. John,
who was. molested by a man at age twelve, speaks of M‘s experience:

Because ‘of those two incidents [befng molested] it was

really hard for me to accept it [homosexuality]. If

those two incidents hadn't happened I would have been

more open to it. As a result it took me quite a while

to accept the fact that I was. gay. N

How the actor defines.his first experience 'in relation to the proxi-
mate variables involved in the incident is significant in understanding its

personal. influence. As a result a brief description of the circumstances

wherein the r ts first” tered 1 activity is in order.

In essence this description of proximate variables establishes the, ﬁara&igm
for analysis of initial homosexual encounter for this 1ntervi‘ew samp‘1e.
The proximate variables surruuud»mg first homoerotic contact were »
rather consistent. The most strikmg vuriable arising from the data is
that the novice's experience is Tikely to be with someone older than himself.
bln many t;ases the older individual initiates the experience and -chooses 'the' )
setting far it. This is not to suggest that o1der homosexuals make a hab'lt
- of cru1s{ng young adolescent hoys Rather, the nov'lce seeks but someone
whom he is reasonable certain knows what to.do and how it should be done.
Th;a man ma! be only two or three yearé qlder than the adotescent or he may
be thirty yéars his elder, The data indicate that ‘the ;reafer the distance
in age"‘{)etween the ﬁovine and his partner, - the greater thg soc‘ia]' distance
is likely to be beteren them. The young boy who goes 1ntc; the downtoym
area‘of a large city and allows .hiﬁme’picked up by a much older man,
. etther for money or for kicks, has Tittle in comon ith hi partner. Peter

.describes how his.first expgrience with a much o1 der, strange‘r occured:
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It was at a county fair at an outdoor bathroom., I.'was

about fifteen and I was hanging around there for quite

a long time and an older man noticed me, about forty-

five or forty years old. And he noticed I was hanging

around and Tooking, and he asked me to go behind the =~ S

barn and I went...My feelings up till- this time were

really mixed up and as a result.of this they even were
more mixed up. He had to convince me. He almost
pulled me back but I wanted to. It left a bad taste
in my mouth for a number of years.

The anonymity which accompanies an experience like Peter's represents
one type of circumstance wherein same-sex activity can begin. This is not,
from the data, the commonest situation for the initial behavior, but the

s . 3 I
tone of the occurence is similar- to others, That is,\a\l‘)( the act was with
-a much-older man, 2) the man was a relative stranger, 3) - the act occured .
in a public place, 4) the situation was anonymous, 5) the actor defined
the situation as unpleasant and 1ﬁhjbiting. Initial ‘same-sex experiences . LR
“which include these factors seems to Timit the immediate growth of homo-
sexual career. The actor 15 scared,ashamed and guilt ridden. He is unable
' to face or 1n1tiate a homoerotic :!rcumstance aga1n for quite a while. How-
ever, shame and guilt, which frequently accompany the novice' s first expem-
+ ence, are alone, incapable of checking the homosexua'l_ career.

Although first same-sex experience with an older stranger was most

frequent, a large number also had their homosexual initiation with friends.
The friend was ,V"most often, older than the actor and was considered .to be
‘either a "best friend" or-a "good close friend." This introduction with
friends to homosexuality appears to be less tr-aunut"lc and restrictive than
one with stra!lgers, in that it seems to promote a more gradual career move-
_-ment. In any case the sex groups into which both adolescent males and
fema!es are socialized seem to provide a supportive milieu for the deve'lop—
ment of such relat{unships. Pre-adolescent and early adolescent same-sex

. activity between friends evokes little concern because most- boys at that

L



* young age are relatively unaware of the public definitions of their

behavior.

. The average age of the initial experience for the combined inter- »
view sample was 16.1 years, When co'mpared, the se'lf-enhancing group, on the
average, began their careers at afnprdximate'l& fifteen‘years of age. (14.8),
while the self-degrading group started on the average almost two and one-
half years later at age seventeen and one-half.(17.4 'years) The mgéé’l age
of first experience was seventeen years ‘for both groups, while the dge
range ran from five years to twenty-five yefs of age.

Anather interesting factor is.the setting in which the first experi-
ence was performed. Among the respondente there was considerable var'let:y
in the types of places where: the behavior-was first enacted. For yuunger
boys the first experience usually occurred within their own house wheﬁ a
friend 'was s?.aying overnight, or.in some concealed p]ac_e Aer a tree house
or a.barn. The youngest were the only ones who often began thei}r careers
in the preeence of more than one 1nd1v1€ual . One respondent related:

I suppos€ the first time was mutual masturbatinn.‘ .l was

twelve and in the seventh grade and I was hanging around a *

Tot of kids and we were exploring sexuality and stuff. We ~

masturbated to Playboy and some did it to the centerfold and

* 1 did it to the, dudes in tight pants in the advertisements

I was aware of it in Tooking back, It first happened i

tree house. We smoked corn cob pipes and ‘masturbated. That s

_really far out. .

. As the age of ‘initial experience increases, hawever, there is a_
shift in environmental setting. Due to increased mobility the actors .
shifted thew Tocation to the | pr'lvacy of apartments “hotels, and occasinnaﬂy,
cars. Most often, in middle and late adolescence, the initial exper‘lence *

moccurs in the partner's terrlwry. This 13, perhaps why so many first .
partners are older and more experienceﬂ They can usually provide the

secrecy requ‘lred by the-uncertain actor. While the ma:ior(t),' of interview.

.=
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spondents began their careers in ﬁrivate settings a rather large pro-
Crtion of the self-degrading (ntervied'grwp" commenced the'lr activity in
a public place—sucn as a "tearoom," an adult .n\ovle theater, or in a down-
town hotel after being cruised by an older man. It should be noted that
almost all, the respbnde.nts aanitted som degree of inténtion in nursuing
_ their first experience. Matza (1969) refers to this as a "willing" atti- .
tude which the ‘actor carries into the behavior. Only one respondent sug- .
geeted that he was taken convIEtely'by survrise, but even he indicated that
< he wou'ld have developed a gay career with or without his unfortunate moles-

tation. . -

Here we see the envirur\wnerpal circunstances in which the interview:
group's homosexual careers were initiated. The variables of older more
experienced partners. suffic{ent 1solatiun from discrediting others, and
Vinitia'l partners that are either complete strangers or close friends seem
to éncouraje the emergence of_this behavior. In no case was the first
partner reported- to be e!ther a sibling or a cesua'l acqugintance.

Predisposition .
Although the proximate variables describe the environs of initidh. -

experience they fail tu‘ provide understanding of\ tne actor's pred!spoéiﬁ_’on
to homosexuality. What are the forces at work when an adolescent -defies,
what is often considered by parents, an a‘i:so]ute, universal taboo? What
are h‘15 interests such that he transgresses a social and moral code? .What :
attitudes does he have about sexuality? .

Although most of the ’Intervie'w respondents reported they had 'Ieurned
before their initiil=experience, tha,t the nctivity was rejected by the

. dominant segments of society, tney 1n_dicated tnat this knowledge had little %

direct effect ‘upon their behavior. One way the actor receives unfavorable

2 e ¢ - s



‘ ‘Information about’ homosexuality is through religious training. One

/

respondent remarked: \ £ ~

" I'learned it was bad in chirch and stuff and the usual- ‘
kids in schools that would call other kids queer or
whatever. -

But religious training is not the major source of such information.

Rather it is the peer group and the family.. Unfortunately, the erotnphabic -
character of Canadian and American child rear1ng equ{p; the individual with

only-an inadequate view of sexuality. Rather than learning about sexuality

‘and its various_ funns in socieqy, the chijd 15 suhjected to an infdrmal and

subt'le program of sexual restraint and prnh1b1t1m‘l The child §s apt'to
Tearn that sex with girls is espec‘la'('ly bad, &5 is the "unnaturdl" act of

masturbation. The boy also -!_éarns that dirty old men who offer him ice
cream cones constitute arihreart', an’d‘ that such things as "qileers'f ex1s‘t in
the world. The child's> sexua'l education, 1s ”general and umbiguous The
moral sexual socialization which he typical'ly receives provides him with

Htﬂe basis for pract’lca'l everyday decisiun making
/

Neutralization
The type of re'ligio—sexua‘l information which the adolescent receives
from church family and schoa'l aids in his neutralizing any deterrent

effects which the morﬂ and social prescriptions are intended to provide.

~'Neutralization of the deterrent effects is.;nade possible by the amhigu‘lty

_—

of the moral directh‘les about sex and ,the‘ lack of specific and factyal
information about hnmosexual'lty in re'ligiu-social instruction. Many of
the respondents 1ndicated that they were much more aware of 5ng vwith g1r'l§
or masturbation as being wrong rather than homosexuality. - One respondent

stated - . 7 co

You know, a very outcast ‘type thing. The Catholic Church




/" Another 1nterv|eweé stated:

seemed 'to stress that masturbation was a sin so I had more
guilt feelings from masturbation. My parents never expressly
mentioned the word [homosexual]. They stil] don't 1

use the word, .

It was_always preached that it was wrong and you're supposed
to save 1t till marriage. I never vieWwed homosexuality as
homosexuality, just-boys will be boys, but a guy and a

- chick making it was taboo. That just added to my frustra- .
tion and made me feel guilty about wanting it with a chick
and it probalﬂy pushéd me to boys because the moral end nf

" homosexuality never touched me.
-

.,llrlhere homosexuality is presented as a distinct evil, the adolegcent
novice still tends ‘to be ifmune to'the cultural deterrents. In most in-

stances(the uninformed parent, religious or peer portrays the homosexual

in terms with whith the novice does not identify. One respondent related:. ..

I was brought up in a very strict Catholic family. I was
taught that being gay meant child'molesting and being an
animal. They [parents] stﬂ’l think that.

A second respondent re]ated
.. I learned that it was sinfully wrong, perverted, sick,
an unhappy 1ife, & Tonely life...I also remember reading
that once you tried it you can never turn away from it,
like heroin. * % - -
In many cases the 1nd1v)’1dua1 who “is about to engage in same-sex
contact for the first time cannot identify with such negative descriptions
of. homusexual!ty. He is quite likely, unaware of what-a homosexual 15
His first acb is perfonned 1n many cases, without either knowledge or.

acceptince of so:1a1 and moral defin_1twns ahout being gay. He is unaware

that he can "be discredited.

In Chapter I encapsulatwn was defined as a s|gn1f1cant element in

- the entrance of a person into deviant career. The data demonstrates th1s
* to be so. The actor, when confronted with the posﬂbﬂity of a same sex

* act for the first time, is concerned with inmediate actions. He mqy have ~

e



per ing those .actions well.
uhﬂe the actor is mitial'ly well protbcted against discredit frum
moral and social codes, His shie]d often begins tg crumbha\suovrufter h1s
v
first se{‘]es of experiences. As a result of the novice's re1ative ignor- R
ance of homosexual reality he looks for definitions and explanations of
his activities after the fact. The fee'Hngs which the actors had after

their “first expenence demonstrate this, - e

B 2 = =
Feelings and Judgemmﬁ‘srhgédenc/
Two predominant enotional reactions charactevrize the first same-sex -
experience. In the first instance the person is re{jeved that his mcr‘tbid
anticipation and seemingly senseless self-restriction have passed him by. 7_ >\

The indlvidua’l feels a sense of relief when many nf the fears, self—doubts, i

i and. guilts he has maintained for so Tong are cast away. The newcomer to

the same-sex experlence is faced with two- prulﬂéms He must, first, accept g

this physn:al relationship himself when he has,, 911 alnng, been instructed
to accept heterosexua] contacts. Joe related his experience this way:

During high school I had dated a Tot and we wére taught’

, to.live a heterosexual life. I always had feelings for -

“"men, but I didn't know how to express them. I worried .
about if friends found out...Certainly you see the steréo- 5 ¢
typed fepinine péerson-and I was afraid-I was going to
become certain things that I didn't want to become and
some people do and you're afraid that you'11 change
overnight. But I didn't

In other words, the actor is insecure abnut ms 'lncursion into,
dev{ant hehav‘lor This however, is not his only fear. He.is also uncertain
whether he will be acceuted by h1s more experienced partner This, of caurse,

is shm'lar to. the young man or wWoman who _engages 1n Ms first premarltal

" intercourse. He too, is concerned as to the persunal rightness’ or wrong-

ness of ‘the behavvior. as well as the acceptability of his performance to




his parEner

Respondents who deﬂned their first sexug\ expariem:e as one of

' . relief were most often initiated at a later agé and had ant1c1ppted it _fc;r

<

i i rther was a sense of.relief to having broke some barriers. o

a 'h;nger fine. Sam was a Ph.D. student in science when, at. the age of
...!wlty-five, he had his first same‘-‘szx-expe‘rieﬂc‘e. He- dest;\iibe_s it Tike
this: v g,

I sort of was in a daze. I had an unreal feeling before g .
I had sex. - When we went back to_his place we talked for ® -
.~ two hours before going to bed, almost 1ike I was trying’ g &
f . to avoid it. Overall 1 enjuyed it, but from an esthetic, - : ¥
o2 technical viewpoint, it ‘wasn‘t a great thing and I had
Y a lot to learn. I suppose I had some sort of feeHng ]
gj happiness about it and relief. I had a very agon\nng'
EAime, for many years so  that when I finally did come oun

I was ’Idaking forward to a better Tife. s 1
" Most every respondent who spoke of relief dld 50 by descnlﬂng the
ccmclusmn of a Tong Struggle. In a- very real sense thése |nd1v1dua15

had approached this event mth considerable anxious nnt’lc‘lpation One

intervlenee remarked: . R [ O ie B
-k
I was raﬂler drunk and.the detailsggome through rather foggy S o
It wasn't terribly unpleasant in c&*tain aspects. I was
going. through psychotherapy at the time. T talked about. 5 -

it with my analyst. I've always-béen kind of a hedonist.
It had been of concern to me for quite some time whether
I was gay or nat and tbat was a great sbeppmg stone. %
* In order to feel reheved about the first same-sex expérience it : o
seems that several conditions must b{met. First, the 1ndividua1 must have
" consjcinnsbgexpzcted the event, Second he must hnve heen prohibited, e1ther
by -himself or by ather factors from engaging in the ‘behavior. Third, he
must have antic’lpated the event hy planmng. in some degree. the inter- e
actions and hehavlers he wo{;d énlact. ‘_‘ ¥

“The other most prev;lent reaction to the first exper_lence' is that

of fear-or guilt. ‘Many {approximately sixty percent) of the ‘respondents ~




reacted to the experience with insecurity and uncertainty.” Thus, for

. 'some the first experiemce resulvéd conflicts and.problems, whereas for

others the first experi‘ence created new difﬁculties. The 'eaement of fear

Q‘\‘:ﬂ;;;rated by severa'l social factors the most 1mpurtant of whlch weré '
. e peer group and religion. One respondent related his reactions to -,

the initial exberience thus:
_How? A certain amount-of guilt. I didn't want my parents
to find out. I didn't think it was.actually wrong myself,
but I was aware that it went against society. As it was
my first adult sexual experience it took on-a.lot of sig- ¥
. nificance. I felt very much alone for the first four or
five months and I didn't know how many ‘gay peop]e there
were in the world.

i ¢

Many self-doubts arose in the individual frpm religious training. ’
That is not to say that homosexuality was mentioned directly, but that
they suspected, due to the erotophabic character of many western rehgwns,
it was wrong or immoral.
Only once did I, feel guilt with him when I had just come -
home from confession and he attracted me ‘to him in about
B .+« fifteen minutes. So'much for the Catholic resolve.

. * Another source of fear for the newcomer to the same-sex experience
is.the homosexual world,. or what he perceives that world to‘ be. Due tor
the, fact that most individuals who are socially active in the gay world
begin their partic}pation sometime after their first same-sex experience,
the newcomer is arp’dnus over the unknown aspects of his future socio-sexual

« f v
activities. One respondent indicated his uncerta(nty-

I was a combination of frightened, of course I liked it,
and confused as to how to react to him after that. I

& * was afraid that he [the partner] might spread the word
around. . I was afraid of the possibility, which never. L
happened, of becoming & cheap tv‘ick B

':v . There were those who used their first experiences as money making

propositwns. They had hustled a]der men. in the downtown' districts of Targe

* cities. Like Re!ss s (1961) _young hust]ers, they did not conswder their
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certain adaptations. And, since this study dea'ls with committed adult
ma1e homosexuals, it is safe to .assume that hpmosexua] behavior did con-
t‘mue beyond the First experlence ¥

The adaptations are varied, yet related. First, the per‘s’un'can
immediately pursue same-sex sogial 11"fe and enter actively into the gay
world. . -Second, 'rge can continue his same-sex behavior, but conceal it
from all, conscinusly avoiding the cv‘eatiu’n‘ of a so:ial"h'fe around ”n,

-Third, he may refrain from sexua'l contacts with men or boys for an ex-
[

. tended period of time. . - e
i “‘ Approximately sixty pe’rcent of the rekpondei\vts with low commitment
| scores immediately pursued the behavior ina semi»pubHc way, while seventy—_
f1ve percent of - those with high scores cnmp]ete]y reframed from any immedi-
\ate pubhc activation of ‘their new sexua'l behavior. In general, the person
who entered the gay world immediately after his first experience was 1n
early adu] thood (the mean age of .a person who pursued it 1mmed1ate1y was
19.3 in contrast to 13.8 years for those who were secretwe about lt.)' The
combined circumstances of age, freedom from parents and mobility all cun-
'tvrib\;qe to the novice actor's perception as to ‘wh‘ather it is ‘safe for' him
to immediately pursue a public involvement in homsexua"osoc‘le'ty. The
individual who pursues a gay social 1ife right after his initiation often
experiences a different homosexual reality than the boy who conceals th
hegmvmr for any duration of time. The actor who conceals his novice activity
must dea'l with the pressures of hehavinral disgu(se and 1nformat1un control
without support from a sympathetic paer group, while the \medwte'ly public
homosexua] actor, to a’relative degreg, will not have to face these same ’
: cont]ngencies in his career deve]opment. .
= “ ' The actor whn has his initiation=-in early adolescence wm have to
make chfferent career adaptatmns His behavioral adaptation will, most
"er'ly, be a surreptitious one. He may only occasionally have' sex with his R

P
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_ experience:

sexual identity to be t'nvol.ved in their activities. Their only gquilt
came frm the acceptance of so large a sﬁm of money, Both respondents who
hustled were fifteen at the time of their 1nltiat1nn. One descriuhed his
N

~ Oh, I felt kind of shitty actual'ly...secause I did it for

money, I Suppose. I was still straight actually and
still seeing girls. So I felt kind of bad.

The- second hustler was less concerned as_to the meaning of h1s experience:

"1 fe'!t ver;y blah. It was a very matter of fact expérience.” I had set it
wp o ( - ) .
Fearfulness also played its role in a bositive way. Lofland (1967)

)

. speaks of the "pleasant fearfulness of deviant acts" when referring to the
satisfaction individuals may discover in their i1licit activity. One
respondent described it this way: ) o ’

* That was the first time I had ever had sex with anybody.

I remember walking down the street and looking at people s
faces and saying to myself: "If they only knew wha

just did!" I liked it. It brought me closer to tMs
person. "

-Although the respondents' feelings concerning their first experience

were varied, it is apparent from the data that the stage 7# life in which

theé actor was initiated will be an important determinant of career develop-

. ment and orientation. From the datg comes the hypothesis that the young

* adolescent who must 1ive in disguise, peer group rejéctions,.and sexual

frustration for many years enters his gay career differently from the early’
adult who h.ns already left home to make his way in the world. Their con-
trasting perspectives are demonstrated by .comparing the emotions of relief

.and fear regarding the first experience. ' ) *

Adaptations to.the Behavior as a Novice - 3
O;ICE the novice has had his first gay experience, he must make
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~ & ‘
partner in the ‘first experience or he may secretly go to adult movie théaters

and downtown hotels to solicit uartne}s The personal interactwns whu:h

he has with others a‘l so contrihute to his unique career adaptanon

Conﬁdences ,
The pressures on an actor who has experimented, for the f1rst time,

with a socially disapproved activity are significant. This becomes apparent

when one s‘tudies whom the actor confides in early in his deviant cgreer’.

Among the homosexual qen~-1ri€erv{ewed in this sample, very few had even con-
% e h G

vf\'ded, before coming-out, in an intimate or acquaintance outside of their
own homosexual world. Those who did confide in peers (16.1%), before coming
out, did so almost exc'lus1ve1y to females. Inonly two of the thirty-one
“interviews was a ma'le peer taken as a confidant Steve related his experi- .
ence.with confiding in a straight male fnend while still "in the c\nset"‘ v
1 decided to tell my best friend. Gay bar people are %p
closeted that they didn't support me so much. I gave the
- pamphlet [this was a pamphlet the respondent had prepared

so that he could explain the pro's and con's of homosexu-
ality with his confidences] to my friend and he read.it and

he started talking about what was going to happen when he '. '
married Cindy. It was weird, but he said nothing at’/all

about the pamphlet and the fact that I was gay. So I
thought tﬂEN%: cool because he would have to be really :
' sort of togethén to take it that well. “When he was leaving .

-0g
I told him not to tell anybody else about it and,thit I
would tell everyone in due time. But he.didn't even wait
to get to the frat house. He got on the phone and called
al1 of my frat brothers and told them about it. It was .
strange and hard to take because he had been my best friend
for three years or so, that bastard. ' .

Th!s does not indicate that male peers.are always so unreliable but rather
demonstrates the degree to which young secret gay ma]es can be a'(ienated
from their sFraight counterparts. Steve was coufidixng in his best friend,
- and sti11 his. trust was unfounded.

,“an\ﬁhe 1ntervlew‘ data one may hypothésize that young secret ma;le’ .
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: homnsexua1s do not general'ly trust their male or female peers as confidants.

" Often in pre-ado]escent and ear'ly adolescent same-sex actinty, htc'le dis-

cussion takes place about hnmosexua1‘_lty, due to 1gnora\nce of the meaning of

this behavior-or to negative definitions they have a']réady learned.

Family " ‘ . . E

The fann'ly is some\‘.imes -taken into confidence by the young secret
homosexual. This is unusua'l but the times at which it does arise are
ﬁr!teregting. In one instance a nineteen year old boy was about to re-enter
the psychiatric ward of.a large hospital when his. father asked him about
his ptolﬂem: The boy informed him of h%s gayness, t'rying to convince him
that this was the"emotionﬂ problem which forced him Eack finto the "hos-
pital. This, huwxavér, was false, and the boy knew it. He was |nfonning

his father™ about his sexual preference, in order that other problems might

/rﬁn concealed. Whereas many youths d\sguise their same-sex activity by

such ‘simple exp’lananon; as "Oh, we're just good friends, ma," this boy
disguised the genuine character of hi.s emotional problem by an explanation
that, although false, would bring fewer pena'lhes than one of discussing
his mental il1ness.

- Another respondent waited until after his parents were divorced
before he disclosed himself to them. By this time his nuclear family had
tdis’so'lved to the extent that se'lf-disc/!osure brought new continuation
penalties. These two wére the only cases where the parents were informed
by the young secret-gay of his sexual pref‘erence. "By and .large the family
is ﬁot a: trusted group. It appears that only in moments of crisis, trauma
or extreme anger- 111 the young novice let his family in on thé secret.
Occasi;mglly a sister or a brother is informed, but their separation from
the family, either- by age, geugrapmc d1stance or” soeﬁl ru'le is usual'ly

great N




‘Authority 3 o 7‘ . :
_The novice homosexual sometimes turns to the helping proféssions
‘ .‘ for éupport in facing his gaynéss. Psychiatrists, priests, nuns, and
ministers are mentioned as sources for disclosure. The ‘manner‘ in which
. these a«jgnts are approached does not seem to fit the classical images of
the wretched and Tonely reurotic seeking counsel in either god or his
counterpart, the psychiatrist. Rather, the subjgcts seem“to go to a per-
son who will simply tel1 them they are alright and encourage their behavior.
) ' ’ I Who were the peoplé, if anyone, that you confided in during
- 5 . those adolescent years about your homosexuality?
R. Anun that T had as a teacher in high school.
1. What was her reaction?
© "R. Acceptance of course. That's why I confided in her,
One respondent spoke of "shxﬂp[fing around" for a psych'latrﬁt he
felt responded to his homosexua!ity,in a’ way tr;at he appreciated. Only -
’ ';fuur of the 'thirty-o:n'e respondev;ts sought assistance through established
heIping agents. d

Although we have touched on the effects of peer group, family and

professional counselors, the general tendency was to make no disclosure.

g __Mt;st_nf_m_emmrden;s?{wssad,thmughfthefr;adolascenﬁ‘a‘l‘lo‘wﬁm
their sex partﬁers to know their activity. When dischsu‘re was made it
was done %rum a safe distance.v The;pre:ﬂlr§ upon the novice homosexual

© are great ;nd his wariness of social penalty acute. But this should riot
+ b be ’taken ut of proportion. ﬁovice' heterosexual males-are not known for
reveaﬂfgtheir sexual activity to parents and-professionals -in any 'Iarge_
degree, although they often share tﬁeir experiences wi‘tvh peers (Jourard,. - _ °
1968). s : N =
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Disguise
The novice also ach!eves’ir‘ﬁ‘or’mat{on convtwo! by disguising his

s‘exua'! preference. For some the use of this strategy is short-lived, and -
uccurs lee they are insecure and unadJusted in their comnitment. For

others, its use lasts a lifetime. Indeed, the extent to which a person
'expends time and energy to conceal his sexual preferenée has Tong  been con-
sidered a good indication of the type of commitment he maintains . For-most_.
_men who commit themselves tb a sama-sex- role identity, however, disguise-. ____
ar}d cons‘cious concealment of the discredi tab'le‘ beHavior plays some part in
ﬂ&eiv_‘ Tives at one period or another. Three f&ms é,f concealment emerged
- fi omr the-data - from parents,‘siblings, and peers - all being most promi
in‘the beg;nning o.f the respéndents' sexual cnmitment,devahpment‘

. Parénts

o 7
‘Although parents nf ado]escent usually Tive and interact in close a

- proximity with them. it appears, From Lhe data, that discreditable behavior

]‘ls easily cancea'led from them. "Many the respondents ind1cated that very
Tittie energy wars required to conceal thexr‘activny from parents. Since

so much of a.young man's educational, recreational and occupaﬂori‘a’f Tife "

ﬁgcw‘r,s,ogts’ldegthghmne, this is understandable to a certain degree. The-

parents are separated from adolescent péer g‘rnup relations by age, structﬁral
posl:ionl and other arrangements. In the first instancjmo‘st parents do:.

not ev}gn con'sidei?a gay ;ex rdle identity an alternatie for their ch-lvl-‘-‘
dren.. They se'ldnm;»if ever, think or talk about homosexuality. When they
do, it is. most probably, in reference to dirty old men in. the park. They
are unaware uf the gay sub-cunure where yuung peopTe are very much 1nvo'lved
Their ch'ndren in fact, are prabably ignnrant of such a world.” Fnrther, *
parents are uninfomed aqd insensitive to the sexual reah_ties of -their
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children.  The children, on the other hand, are uncertain as to how to
approach sexual 'situations. One respondent recalled:
I just don t recall that any discussion of them _sexual
. . activities, ever came.up. I was just very shy and r\pt
el too interested in girls and such.

The parents do sometimes, learn of their children's homosexdal

.inva_lvement, mostly by accident. John related his unfortunate “experience:

I never got caught except for one time. They found-out-I

was gay in high school-in-junior year, and I propositioned

a student teacher-and they called my family and I overdosed

on Compoz. After that my parents sent me to a shrink for

about a year. I did see him and was able to work things.out

in my head'a 1ittle bit. My dad's reaction was very good.

It was quiet, and I think he understcud and my mom had a b

\rough time accepting and she still can't. -

Just a§\ ost parents mainta\n their sexual lives in secrecy from
the‘lr chﬂdren, 50 tun the chﬂdren are indisposed to speak of their sexu-
al encounters,. In_s1tu\a\tw{s er John's a child is forced to reveal his
shameful secréc. In éenera1.'however.‘pargnts present Tittle obstgﬂe to .
success in concealing the behavior. 'They may, have succeeded.in‘inculcating
guilt and anxiety about sexual expression in their child, but, the} dc'ﬁot

learn of his sexual preference until much later in life, if ever.

s

$iblings . '
A young novice homosexual's brothers and sisters. Eppear to present
_ amore formidable challenge to maintaining _secrecy than parents. Brothers

- and sisters are closer in age experience and social world. Tﬂergfore they
’ are more apt to '!earn nﬁthe deviant behavior than parents. ;!oe recounted
his history: N B :
’ No,- My older brother told me nothing surprised him anymore.

My younger brother said "you're a fag?" But that was only

a defensive mechanism, as I think he is gmng through the .

v same rigurs .

But d1scovery by s1b'|1ngs depends upon many factofs. First, the
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actor must nave other sih'lings (On'Ly one respondent was ah un]y childu)
Second they musl’ be approx'lmate!y the actor's age If tney are much
older ur much younger -they are apt to be ton far removed from the subject s
) Tife.. Third, ‘they nust interact, at least marginally in phe peer ‘group

with which the.actor jdentifies. MWhere brothers and sisters are closel,
related by age and peer group affiliation, they will likely learn of th(elr
brother's Sexual preference. Sti1l many reshundents indicated that théii‘
brothers and sisters _posed Tittle more threat than their parents.‘ One’

noted: "I never saw then [brothers and sisters] for a Tengthy enough Lime

period to get 1nto my sex life." As many brothers and sisters do, a1 nces
are made, such as "I won't tell on you, if you don't tell on me," thu
maintain(ng information control from parents. The thorniest prob‘lem

homosexual novice faces is within his own peer group.

Peer Group ' 4 ‘
The types of acceptance and rejection which an adolescent pee group
can exert upon a young person are many Although the peer group may]be the
most important so¢ializing agent for the adolescent it is not a‘lways!the
" ‘most trusted social group. Almnsc all the- respundents indicated respect
for the power peer gruups had upon thew sexual information management
Most“respondents consciously managed some form of sex role charade in
which they presented ﬁhemselves, as much as possible, as like their| peers

in sexual preference.
Disguise . = . V, 4
The types of disguise which the actors took on are not unusbial.
. Theywould act out the r‘lt-da'ls of dating and courtship with the co gciqus

motivation of -allaying susgicions. Tom related:




1. What techniques did you emp'loy to conceal your actwity
from your peers? %

Tom. HavingTsteadyq!r'l friend. Trying. to be active.in spnrts.
Joined a gang. I think ultimately I did these things to
allay suspicions. I think I probably did it for my own
confort because it would have been kind of rough if every- —
.one had known cause I would have been eighty-sixed :
[blackballed] all over the place.

Colin spoke of his disguise: N " B .
I. Did you have g1r1fr‘fénds?

Colin. Yeah, in junior-high school. I had one in -eighth and Ainth
grade.  Extremely convenient in that she would only kiss
with’ her mouth,shut and wouldn't et me touch her so she
provided a great cover.

5% ]
This type of disguise closely r:esembles the process of "passing"

employed by racial and ethnic groups. The novice homosexua] is &yﬁg to

avoid discovery as such. Often their homusexual behavior is so separated
from a supportmg socia’l world that the actors have no understanding nf

or insight into the soc1a1 definitions nf their attivity. They are only

-,' aware that' it is not ‘acc'epted;' that it is perhaps "immoral", and that few ,

\1 of their social contacts engage in it. . In short they have no basis on which
to define the sex rlule behavior positively. They are well aware of the

negative definitions which peer ‘groups apply” to "those kinds of people,":

-RJ - I guess-naturally I enjoyed things most men- do.
Sports, I enjoy all .sports. I was rafsed on a farm.
‘Occasionally dating. It was hard but it wasn't
hard to disguise if you tried to hide (t - -

“I. Did you consc'lously try to hide it?

R. VYes, especially in mannerisms I put on this big_butch
% image all of the time. B 5

The novice homosexual does not want io open himself to public
definitions, particularly because he is so uncertain as to what the behavior

‘means for hin;se’lf. As-a result he forces his ‘behavhr underground. ..



Courtship with Girls N
~The'novice homosexual who is caught in ‘the pressures of peer group

) acceptance is 1ikely to consciously cultivate relationships with girls that -

* -appéar to be "normal". Although.he, too, has been sociaHzed to-date §1rls

__and_interact with them social‘llr,itgigrnblans arise when sexual activity

s expected, Many_respondents indicated that they engoyed the company of

females, but that the whole game of sexuality greated,pénaliiing circum-

stances. One respondent‘ related: . . '

I petted and stuff with my last girlfriend but it wasn't

_very exciting. That was in high school. It was what

was known as having a good time and there were usually

boys watching me go through these actions. It was part

of being one of  the quys, a fee'Hng T never did quite
.-+ grasp.’”

Another respondent stated:

1 went out on dates occasionally and°L was very passive s
-and what few occasions there were:I had to force myself’
to act a Tot. It was like following a script, and con-
sequently I got no stimulation at all. It just seemed
very unnatural. I just felt unnatural. I felt detached
from it. 1 felt I.was supycsed to do it because of

peer group pressure and in senior.year of high school -

my- experience with this one girl I really erd was really
blah. I alluded to thefact that maybe it wasn't just
her but women in general in an effort ﬁ:c explain my own . -
feelings and let her know that it wasn' t just her She
said "no, no, it must have been just me.

. Other respondents indicated that they had a tendency to fail sexu-
t h h
ally with gTrls Although they did feel sexua!\y attracted to them, they

- met with Tittle success in sexual exlets with females Several resporidents

"indicated that tMs sexua1 faiTure poisoned them against sex with fema'les
Mark, when speaking of his heterosexual problems, stated,

1 was engaged. A friend of mine-from out of town came
and told me this chick had given him a blow job and a
screw and things and after 1 questioned him a 1ittle
- more it turned’out she was the same chick I was engaged
to. This was a year after high'school graduation -«
was ahout eighteen or nineteen. f




Another respondent shared h1s failu

Petting and intercourse as we older. It varied from
girl to girl. I was never excited-about intercourse.
Petting was always exciting. Hith intercourse the sooner
it'was over the better. In temms_of my wife she has her
own sex hang-ups, frig(dity and inhibitions. That's what
pushed me out. She couldn't sdtisfy me sexually.

e must have gone wlth-fnurteeiygiﬂs before*l got married.

A third respondent spoke of how he al-:)ays tried to have sex. with g1nls,_ '
but to mo avail:

Yes, I vas-a horny Tittle bastard and I always tried to 2

g0,a11 the way with girls but they never would. It was_ ‘-

Just more 1ike my emotions rumning wild. I always found

that- they didn't want to do that sort of thing, Even to -

this day I find 1t hard to redlize how a woman gets satisd -

faction out of t was probably a guilty thing in
that I was frustrated with girls.

TMs emphasis on sexuaT failune was not the un'ly reactiun which the-
vésyondents had. There was a marked [indication ‘that the, respandents were
uncertain as to their sexual role. They did not really understand hou!
they were ‘to deal with girls on a §ocia'|.'ar a sexual basis.

Sexually, I was aroused jusi as any guy. Actually all

through this time it was the only way I could get aroused

The most uneasy feeling I have felt with girls was

to be with them, how to act with them .in public, as I \ou1d

tend to. treat then not any more special than a guy.

It appears, then, that in ado'les:ence the novice homosexuall can.
perceive, visible interactions with females to be penalizing. Although
many of the respondents found women-easier to talk with and more sympa-
thet{c in pr!vate interactions, 'social or sexual involvement with girls
was often cons iderad threatening There re respondents who_indicated
a stmng\ sexual deslre for women, Iu;r. a]‘nﬁiaﬂ spoke of frustration
in f.imﬂ'nﬁ satisfaction for the'lr wants becauée the girls refused to have
sex‘._ It seems that the respondénts who were not attracted to women had
girls waiting at their doorsteps. while those ‘who had a desxre for fenn'(es t

were w1_ﬂmu_t much tuck in fhrding nvl'llng partners. -
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Social Polarization ’ . Sl /
Toa 'Iarge etten't the respondents fe'lt thgmse]ve'; to be psychofcgica1]y
'and socially separa,ted from thelr eers throughnut adolescence: We have

—already seen how the actcr ‘is psycho]ogi:aﬂy separated by means of his w

disguise and efforts at concea'lmen\t Tom related his* experience: IS « &

Yeah, well, I didn’t hang around with very many boys at ‘.-
schcal because they were always making jokes about queers
aimed at me and I guess it was obvious to them but it
certahﬂy wasn't to me 1 didn t-know what gay was then, "

: The separaﬁon “of wh1ch the respnndé(ts spuke dea’ls with mor‘ than

being Iabened queer by the peer q:Eup » Reasons,’ such as persona'l heaTth

and geographic environ, were also explanations as: to feeHng of psycho-

|

. Togical and social distance from pTer group..

I guess I always felt socia, 'I‘ \separated because I Hved
on a farm and psycho\ngicaliy alien because of most of my -
peers. - The social separat‘lnn was.because I 1ived on a farm. 1
- Psychologically there was a\ Tot of inferjority because -1 4
s _* Tlived there. The farmers k‘xds were.considered dumb and not
very good prospects 1nte‘l1ectua'l'ly or economically.
achieved as much as the city kids, honor society and all that,
E © "but my achievements were not as much in the .Timelight as were -}
those -of town kids. ‘Most of ny farm friends were dumb and
they Ht the stereotype and:I*didn't. fit in there because
- I wasn't into the things that they were.

F Another respundent stated:

\Well not_that in itself. The fact that I had. polio and

1 had a Tot of harassing-about my arm. . That really .
separated me. The night'] vas graduating someone circu-’
Tated the rumor that I wasn't graduating and when I in
showed up everyone was shocked. I was totally incapaci- - e
tated when I had polio.and I taught myself to walk. . ) (]

The theme of 1so1ation was vecy conslstent throughaut most of the "
interv1ews’ The respondents felt themselves to be different from their :

peers in situations Tike szzhnnl, aesthetic tastes, and organ‘lzed act1v1b|es

1 am ot suggest1ng that this separat‘lon is a cause of homosexuath
Rather, the novwe homosexua'l's 1nability to arrive at a positive sexual . ",29?



identification for himself would tend. to fifferentiate him, va‘t least in

- his bwn mind from the peer 'group. Several respondents. felt sepa‘rated

- from the peer grqup because ti\ey had, mdee{ accepted the negative defm-
1t1ons soclet_y offers about hnmosexuahty. It was the’lr feeling of de-

pravny, perversvon or-sinfulness whu:h made them feel segregatedﬂfrom %

fhexr peer group.,

The preconceived |deas I had about myse'lf were terribie. i
1 was_punishing myself and feeling guilty and “couldn't %

, " get along with -anyone or so I.thought. I'knew I couldn't -
change it [sexua'hty] It was the main separating facton.
I was uncomfortable in Targe. groups of males, expecially
11ke 1n gym. §

On ,the other ha;fd, some of the respondents indicated that they ;nade
th1s separatioﬂ work to the1r advantage. In one instance . the actor fe'lt :
an-, abn:hng need to, exce'l at whatever he engaged m . Mike “now a piann
sa"esman, related: “r i N

* Well, it forced me to feel the need to excel and to
de\re'lop those things fully which I did: have in my favour

since the homosexuality was so obviously a negative fac-
tor...I'm thinking my whole apprga«ﬁywas not to question

J . the negatwe but to accentuate the positive, thmgs in - B

‘my life.. s Ly
In another case the respundent used Vns snc|a1 separa‘tmn to his

own a‘dvantage in that "he became the most know’ledgeah\e,»’abuuut,the social,

"“underground, in his high school. Thus, i was able 6 transform soméwhaf .

* his negative.status. By doing.this he achieved a'n{argina’i acceptance in

the peer group and was‘ah‘le to develop. positive” \denﬁhcahans w(thm h\s
same- sexual status. wn gl o

¢

The reahtyxof socxalm\d psycho'log1ca'| separatwn which -the novice

experiences 1nd1cates a defm\te, d1ffererne1n the subjective. career move;

ment, when' cnmpared with the heterosexuﬂ adoIescepL« “The harsh (act vf
!so'lat\on furcesé se]f rehance and sel(dﬁdence to emerge ‘In the actor

that will be' of . servu:e vice to him 1n later 11fe. e .




Throughout adolescence the novice homosexual is drifting towards a .

N cenm'ltnleﬁt to‘the gay life.: He is unlikely to accept the’ deﬁn‘ltﬂnns of

" and "queer" which he  Tearns about homosexuals. He does
not learn to (dentify himse'lf as gay. He :1;, rather,-moving through. adole-
scent sexual socialization with Httle strong 'W"dentificatinn‘ of any sort. :
‘He 15 uncommitted; to- any particuiar; sexual preference. Pgter; ‘a §ramar
school teacher, spo‘\ke of the drift he experienced: %

| I was cantmuaﬂy frustrated, not knowing how I would act

\ in society because I didn't Tike girls and I didn't know

L how to Tike boys. A1l the time I wds really frustrated, .
espec1a11$/ the 1ast coupte of years. ’

As demonstrated in the previous section on social. po’lanzatwn the
homosexual navvce actur has a strong sense of aloneness. Being adrift

over his sexua'l preferen’:e, the actor moves through life isolated from many

collective definitions.’ Bob related: 7 . & @
. ~Well, I -had .nu qualms about being r-ight or wrung, Just
» another way'of being. I never felt. that.it was bad once ) . .
I realized what it vas. But I was alone, I thought I' B
was unigue. = ! L. B
‘ s X i . . B
Conclusion - . :

‘The‘ novice gay act.c:r ha;s c'pme thro’ugh the traumas ?Q fj‘rst experi-
ence; information control, disguise, peer gr:auP alienation and the ambiguity
-= of drift. . He‘ soon 'Iearns, as he matures, that’he must, 1n‘dee«’i, confront !
‘th‘s; sve;ua{ﬂ.:y. This- conscious rea11zat1on emerges as part of the committed
ho‘lguséxual's caréer-patern. His rea'l\zatmn arises Imth as.a result of
.M; frustration,w‘iEh amb‘iguous circumstances and as a resu]t of changes in
to]gnce Tevels: that had prekusly “allowed him to maintam his marginahty.
He makes the decuwn, at 1east temporarﬂy. to commit himself pub]ic]y to

the gay worl d.



‘CHAPTER IV

COMING-QUT: PROCESS, FUNCTION AND'EFFECT .

‘ The coming‘»out process _is'an essentfia’l e]er‘mar?td in‘ the career. dev:la’lep-
ment. of ‘the committed male horiosexual.. For some.the-ordeal marks-the end
of 'a Tong and arduous struggle of self-acceptance and se\f-affima'hidn,
while for others con?jng-out is a relatively simple and immediate progression
within thé realm of caréer development. Coming-out is, indeed, a ,rit; of |
passage. It is 'pérceived by many in the gay world as a crucial turning

point. in the individual's life style, and social science investigations into

}e/?rocessvtend to’bear this out (e.g., Hoffman, 1968).

Coming-out can be defined behaviorally as aﬁ actor's first voluntary
entry into a gay bar or some other homosexual establishment. For those in
the interview sample, howeve;', coming-out wa§ .defined more broatﬂz‘_ It

was conceived as a’predonfinantly socia]-ﬁsycho!ugica'l prur}ess whfch usuaHy’

'invc;!ves experimenting - with new behaviors. and activities. The hasm “ele-

ments of “the process 1nclude the self—acceptance of’a homosexua] 1dennfi-
cation, the positive judgement of. that identification, and the wﬂ'l\ngness
to act socially upon thé newly deriyed posﬂ:we 1denhﬁcat\on. Bil11 spoke
about coming-out: % : _9 ¢

I've hit on-an idea. I don't think going to a gay bar
“1is positive. It's like watching television, kind of-a
waste of time., I've always felt myself as separated
from the gay 1ife as I have from the heterosexual life..
. Coming-out implies admitting to yourself and to other
gay people that you are.a homosexual. It implies™ *
accepting it as a fact and I had done that a long time
ago. - ; A



- in the-actor's. life, some discussion of ,the roots of 'the process are ! n

reorder his ‘personal pr1orit1es and move from sexua] secrecy to relati

Bﬂl s vxew of coming-out, although it includes the three elements

of self—acceptance. pos1t1ve definition and wﬂhngness to act, is a ?

'status conception.' He construes commg—out as hav1nv_§1happened,1n his

biography. Atthough this.is the most ‘common view of the phériomenon, it
is not the only one. Those actgrs who Seem to develop both a'personal and
a political cumnitment to gay.life sometimes view coming-out as an on-
going phenomena. Ra'lph‘re'lated'

1 guess I -think: that coming-out is a1ways a continuing

process.’ I think its a continuing process and I think

there are many points. ]

Developing a peer group in a bar is important.

Starting to make decisions in my 1ife revolving around

being gay and, for me, moving to aneapo'l\s to do

qay hbaratmn work, are all points in the process.

In a very real sense Ralph's definition of coming-out suggests-an
awareness: of career. He is sensitive to inter-related progressions ‘in his
Tife whith bespeak his part\cular homosexual adaptation. The static con-
ception of. coming-out was most typ1ca'| of the low score (self- degradmg)
respondents. ,A1thuugh they have an attachment to a homosexual 1ife style,

their career grientation seems to be primarily aimed at accommodating their

‘ga,y ‘sex role to the mandates of the straight world. On the other hand,

many of the high’score (self-enhancing) respondefits \'r;giicated that they are
Tooking far gay career grnwth Instead of accepting society's values,’

severa] of them perceived themse]ves as in the vanguard af r{dwechng 2

_social va,‘luas and public policy as they relate to hompsexuahty.

Tolerance Levels

Before dealing with the functions and meanings which coming-ouf have

order. What, exactly, causes the actor to come»out? .wﬁy dues he decgde to

.openness?

B E - ;T



The most important elen;ent in the actor"s decis“'on to" come out
‘appears to be that he sees a change in the opportunity structure (C]uward
Ohlin, 1961) for his behavmr. The actor's residence may change. His
parents-may b\ecomg\dworced. He may discover that som_q"of his friends are.‘ T H
homosexuals. It appears from the data that, in order I’:o fatilitate comirg-
out, the actor must either consciously rearrange his opportunities or he

might, inadverdently, stumb]e upon a circumstance where this _has occurred.

Fred related his story:

I knew that Minneapalis was a big city and I knew that big
cities offered a Tot more than small towns and I had a \,
place to stay at school. I just knew that going to art
school in a big city would provide me with an atmosphere
to get into something sexual.

Another respondent indicated: y & !

1 didn't come out full tit1 I came to Minneapolis and

started working as a hairdresser and realized there were

other people 1ike me and they were very open and blatant

about it. ’ ®

Thus we can see that a move to a di_fferen{ Tocation, usually more
. anonymous, facilitates the emergence of gay attachment? This is an extremely :
>impor1‘;anf proximate variable for the career growth l(’if many gay men. - There
are, however, other variables which contribute to the perceived fhange'in .
opporgunities for enactment of their behavior, B =
Any 'significantv modification of peer qrou>p associations and l‘nter-'
personal relationships can facilitate the actor's cuming-ou_t. This can stem
“from an accidental chaiige in Teisure partners or it might stem from 'the‘
exchange of mutually discrediting information between friends. .Paul, a
guitarist, changed his sphere of .Teisure activ{ty in order to be around
other peap1e interested in musm. He relates his exper1znce~
-1 had broken off all my old fr1endsh1ps with h1gh schon]

fr1ends and moved-my whole focds of life from St. Paul . # .
to the West Bank apd becfme aware at the Extempore [a hip -

v



coffee housel of a group of men who were homosexual. -.Had. "

I never broken off those relationships with friedds, had the
2 .Extemp not been there I could be in a whole dvfferent
.. .situation right now. w

Anuther interview respondeut explained how the tolerance levels between .
him and hxs friend changed:

I can't explain it. When'I wag in high schoo¥ I.subdued all

my activities but when I was in college I got into something.

one weekend. There was no transition, just a sudden change

from nothing to everything. My best friend admitted to me

‘that he was qay and if he could be so-could I and it no

Tonger meant it was just something weird that I did.. He

told me he was gay and I told him I was as we were driving

in a car. We thought we were the only two then.

Another lmportant force in the emergence of gay.career during coming-
out is the identuﬁcatmn of gayness as su ething positive. 'Throughgut
childhood and adolescence the actor is gaug t to consider /numuséxuaflity as
dirty, immoral and berverted. Although theyNave tried to neutralize this

inf&vmation,, they still remain unsure as to whether these definitions might

r§a1]y apply to them. This information forces the actor underground. In

order.for the individual.to come-out, it must be demonstrated to him that
hormsexua'ls dé\not fit .that pejoritive mold - He must be able to see a -

favorable se7f~1mage in the gay people he encounters. The young bny who has

.sex excluswe‘ly w1th "d1rty u‘ld men" is unlikely to come out until he finds

a positively identified gay associate or group of associates. In the last
quotation the actor came out only after he had learned that his best friend
was.also gay. Another réspondent related the motivating force behind.his

coming-out:- ,
What had the b1ggest influence was meetmg perfer.ﬂy healthy,
together people.” So I realized that for me to admit I, E
was gay didn't mean I was sick or perverted. Nothing had =
“to tell me it [coming-out] was possible. I was moving out
of my house and was free to do whatever I wantzd

Thefe &Fe other proximate variables whichi_relate to the change-of
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tolerance 1eve'|s Age_cin be a crucul fact.or in reference to "coming-out.
In the first placa as, the adolescent gets o]der his parents are less apt

to qvestlon his social contacts. His leisure actiﬂces may occur further
from the home:. He is, accordingly, emsed toa grea‘ter number of varied )
social realities. ‘One respondent, when asked about tLe crucial factor, in
his cumng out, repHed this way:

Age. I was old emugh togo intoa bar. That's what did

it. For-a long time I was looking forward to that

* didn't' realize that there mght be places avai‘lah'lé before
1 was twenty—one

Thus far, mch of the d1s:uss1on revolving umund coming-out and
tol ;ance Tevel change has dealt wit_h variables outside ‘the person. Changes
in place; peer grohp others, and age =are elements in the actor's social
miligu. It is possible,. )‘lc‘mever,‘ that the actor may sﬁmply grow tired and
frustrated with his hidden sexual jx}entﬂy. . He may Took ;t hinse1f with a
critical ey'e\and dech!'e that something has to be done about his sexual ex-

pression. -It is true that this critical self—ref\ect(on is often brought

on b‘y changes in the activities of the peer group. A respondent denonstrated

this. nhen he stated: 3
" A1l the time 'l was really frustrated especially the last
“couple of years before nineteen and twenty mainly because 4
all'my friends were either marrying off or pairing off.
Our little gang was dwindling and I had no one.

Whatever the precipitating factor, the.actor becomes tired of his

T
re'lated his story this way:

1 was twenty-five, in graduate school and going.through a greaz
deal of mental anguish and it was a central thing in my Tife .

. and it seemed obvious that the conflict had to be resolved.’
For'me it wasn't a positive thing. It was the only resolution.-
I was gay and part of my mind was trying to suppress this.
Either the repression would win out or I would have to.face
it honestly. cuming—out resolved this crisis, at Teast some

v of the crisis. It'Wasn'ta matter of attract on.

|

sexual di;guise: His environment facilitates. his coming-out. One reshondént
2 ]



When asked why com\ng -out was attractive to him anuther 1nterv1ew respondent

stated:-

Well, f'irst of aTl 1'd Tike to subst\tute the wurd neeegsa
“for attractwe. * You have to Tive with yourself so that%o
make it necessary to go out and socialize.

A third respondent indidated: ‘ i 4
I was very frustrated. I was really.suicidal when I was
3 young. I knew that to be happy I had to experiment sexu-
ally. It seemed more realistic to turn to that than prayer
# or something. It was my only alternative.

The agtor becomes 1ncreas1ngl§/ aware of his.different sexuai prefer-
3 g ence. His peers are marrying or pairing of with girls. As he enters early
adunnaod he realizes that a greater share of freedom fmm discrediting
g . intimates 1|ke parents, siblings and peer groups1s posslble to achieve.
7,\l‘,rge,actolr is frustrated with sexual concealment. He begins to make dec151ons
\ :a\ffecting his life th‘aé are related to his same-sex identityA Ih shm‘t, he
" N ‘m\h‘kes the first attempts at self enhancing comitment to homosexuality.
B \These decisions may, lead to movmg across the cauntry or they may lead on'ly
Ito telling a close” fnend. They may mean walking into a gay bar for the
. first time or attehdmg a college away from hqme.

~ LI =

g 4 .
Befure moving on to the analysis of the function of ccmmg -out,
X mentinn must be made of the societal. attitudes manifested toward gayness.
" The general- tolerance wh1ch society does have for homosexuahty affects the
actor's coming- -ott. Where there are muvies, newspaper arhc!es magazines,
- homophile services, and activist insti cutwns to pr?sent homosexuality in
a positive light, ;:he' actor will l}e encouraged to confront honestly his
sexuahty. An interview respondent stated: -
One-night when we were drunk he [a ﬂr1end] took e - to a_
gay bar and T was_very upset and I didn't 1ike it at all.” T
pre I»wanted'to get out of tha\t{ place. I was .twenty -one.



Two months ]ate'r‘l went to see "Boys in the Band" and then
I went back to the bar. I just got tired to having to be .

so secretive all the time. :It's kind of a b1g _thing to ~
keep bundled up inside of you. :

Another respondent said:

The fact that FREE [a homophile ‘group which existed in
-Minneapolis, several years ago. The initials mean "Freedon
" from Repression of Erotic Expression"] could have an office
in Coffman. union [student union] that. the movie "Boys in
the Band" could be viewed by anyone who wanted, I was
. Just optimistic at that point.
The v1§1bllity of an active and sucxaﬂy v1ab1e qay worw facilitates

cumng-uut L

Drift and Encapsulation

Although the concepts of drift and-encapsulation were used to describe’
the behavioral and psychological processes surrounding the first experience,
they can also be readi'ly applied to coming-out, The actur while commg
out, is still relatwely uncertain as' to what his gayness means. He is
ignorant as to what goes on in the gay wor'ld, yet he is making.an identity, -
corrm‘itﬁng steps towards entering it. As a result the actor, once a§a1n,
will be primarily attuned to circumstances of immediate consequence. Sam
described his experience:- N

I don't know. I just felt something strong enough and-did

it [tame-out]. I didn't weigh the consequences at all.

I never stopped to consider. I never stopped-to.think of

job discrimination or career alterationi. For the first

time in my life I felt very strongly about doing that. i

Although some individuals movevimnediate'ly and directly into active
parti‘cipation in the gay world, others.find their way .more gradually. They
tend to drift into gay social a‘ctivities. One respondent stated:

It just kind of evolved that way. I just met séraights that

were understanding.and the more I met the more. confident

became.” Little by.little I just eased- my way. into it.

It would, be inaccurate to 'suggest that coming-out is necessarily a

: - i n
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gradual process. The behavior which accompanies éuming-out can change
quickly and sporadically. - The actor's behavvor change is usually.rather
imediate. His sexual act1vity is' no longer as secretive; in fact, it
becomes much more frequent.’ His accompanying psychological transformation,
however does not occur quite as suddenly. He has entered a rather un\‘le-
fined realm of activity. He is uncertain as to his place there. One
rgspundent described what' can happen to the novice in the g‘ay world:

Peop]e ‘are always ready to jump into a prefabricated 1ife LI

style without making their own niche. Gay-people, especially,

do this in order to feel comfortable...

Thg novice in the gay world has reason to feel uncomfortable there,
at first._ The social amenities, expectations and interactions there, are
all rather new to him. The novice is, in fact, dependent upon his confreres

for support, advice and direction. - ’

Some Functions of Coming-Out
i .
Perhaps .the most x‘dv’nportant role which coming out plays in the actor's

life is that of an occasion for transferring dependence on and participatjon _
in one group of peevrs to that of ar’mther‘ Coming-out provides the actér
with an avenue of self ac‘ceptancé. for it affords him the opportunit& to
di‘scard those straight associates who might discredit h%m.- Thruughout‘ this
time thé actor is developing a set of acquaintances in ’the gay world wkw‘\
will support him and remove.his dependence from )-us straight assomates.\\
Coming-out prowdes the actor with the opportunity to face, at least spme,
of his straight associates with less fear and insecumty. This is a gr,adua]
process. The actor must come to feel comfnrtab'le with his new suit uf
amlo’r.' He will, most erly, begin to dec1de abuut those few he can trust .
for ;elf—di;closqre and those m{ whom he is unab]e to place confidence.

This again is'the_first sigﬁ of emerging commitment: The.actor attempts to
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5 begin some ‘semblance of conscious gay career ada;tation during this time,
but, by and large, many of the commitment contingencies which he face§ in
the future he'adjusts to unwittingly. Coming-out does prbvide the first,
‘testing grounds for the actor's incipient commitment. One respondent ’
tried tn. describe his experience this way:

I guess maybe the coming-out was before I was twenty-one.
Increasedactivity; increased awareness; losing my naivete;
becoming more self-aware and aware of those things around
me. I guess physical success; not having trouble finding
things or being found. It's a real ego trip I suppose you
-7 could say. Fear, anxiety, all that. Fear about being

o caught but that was not for long. Seeing all this at once
5 . ghrew me. I kept saying to myself, these people can’t all

e gay.

In a sense coming-out -for the gay man éunntions in a fashion similar
to the institution of the wedding. honeymoon and marriage for the straight o
man. In both the actors go through an, at least, semi-ritualiZed s&stem
of announcing the cummencemgnt of se'lf:enhancing erotic activity. Both are
times of turbulence wherein sex roles and commitment adgptaﬂons relating
to socio-sexual behavior begin to take shape. Both time periods are filled
with a relatively. high. frequency of sexual activity. Although it might
- well be argued that there are more differences than similarities between
a0 these two situations, it is impertant. to note that with coming-out thel
actor faces the many insecurities, as whil as excitements, which often con-
front the newly announced public heterosexual union. Bi1l talked 'about‘
d1sc105vure and his emotional feelings during coming-out:
No, I didn't attempt to hide it nor did I flaunt it. I
was just too wrapped up in the excitement. I was having.
;?d:‘r}:egi?s:ffaw for a month. The rest of the world.
Self-Disclosure
There isa marked attempt, on the part of many gay actors, to d\s— <

close their sexual identities durmg the coming-out permd It is
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1nterest1ng that this is the point where d|ffer!nces in commitment (self-
enhancing and self—degraging) heq‘n to show themselves. Only five of the
fifteen respondents:in the self-degrading interview group began o open up
“more to their associates and reveal their sexual identities in the c6ming-
out period. In the se]f—énhapcing groﬁp all but three out of the sixteen
'responderit.s reported a definite increase in seIf-'d1Asclusure‘
Disc'losuira'p]ays an important part in the coming-out process. The

actor is testing out his particular hohosekua1 aﬂéptaﬁnn. The individual
is most épt to disclose himse1f to his straight friendg. In only one case °
7 in the sample was a Fe]qti‘ve, a cousin, 'disclosed to during-coming-out.
“Only one -respondent specified women as _his only source of confidence. In
this fashion coming-out provides the actor with an-opportunity to evaluate
himsélf in the gay world, as well as, iﬂ,tﬁe straight world. The actor can
gauge his straight friend's reaction and either accept or reject this
Jjudgement. Joe related: » '

1 told a.close friend of mine I had known for five years
that I was gay and that's the last time that I saw him.

. Another respondent told his contrasnng story:

Before I 'saw "Boys in the Band" ‘T ran around with two gir)s "o

and on my twenty-second birthday I'told them I was gay and &

Ginny, who was Mexican said OK and Kathy was very upset. * \
- Our relationship has just grown since then. We talk-and

carry on together a lot. .

- The actor can disclose under different circumstances and in different’

ways. The most usual fashion is in the form of a dis;:rete_, private:cnﬁver-
sation. It may well be simp‘ly a casual I:emark-wl:‘ch the actor makes. Th‘e‘vre
‘are, however, more cumplicated and contrived mea\"ns of se!f—disc]oslyr‘e.
Phil related his story: \ '

My one friend and I would talk in ways we vieve\:‘ talked

before. Feminine stuff, the homosexual .lingo. !Mary
th1s and she did this." One time it cons1sted of putting
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makeup on and seeing how these peop]e‘rwwauld react and when
they got it through their head what wds happening anybody N
who didn't know soon found out through them. They didn't
under'stand it so they discussed it among ‘their* fr1ends when

I wasn't around. .

This type of "camp" when used around unknowing and unsympathetic
straights, can function as an ideological cha'l]enge or form of gay pride
and bravado. Newton (1972) describes "camp" when stie states:

The camp ethos or style plays a role ana'logous to "soul"
in the Negro subculture. Like soul, camp.is a "strategy |
for a situation...Like the Negro problem, the homosexual
problem centers on self-hatred and lack of self-esteem.
But if the "soul ideology ministers to the needs for
identity," the camp ideology ministers to the needs, for
dealing with an identity that is well defined but 1oaded
with contempt (Newton, 1972:105).

The author goes on to state: : ;

While camp is in the eye of the homosexual beholder, it N
is assumed that there is an underlying unity of perspective .
among homosexuals that gives any particular campy, thing its
special flavor. It is poss1ble to discern strong themes in Y
any particular campy, thing“ox event. The three that seemed >
most recurrent and characteristic- to  me were incongruity,
theatricality, and humor. A1l three are intimately related
* to the homosexual situation and strategy. Incongruity is
the subject matter of camp,, theatricality its style, and’
humor its strategy (Newton, 1972:106).

Camp functions ac once to 1nfcm/and sensitize the gay man that he need
not be-contrite and apologetic about his supposed conm twn Of course, .-
one can dlsc!ose hlmself in less direct fashion: K
°  Being 1nvo'lved with FREE, people at the Extemp knéw T was

gay. When we got involved at the University at Coffman,

everyone knew even though I never associated with them

much, whic ‘probably made it easier. |
* The functinns means and rn]es of. self-disclosure of a d1scred|tab1e
status is-a res‘earch project in itself. The gay man, once he comes out,
employs self-disclosure selectively. Eventually he Jearns that ‘he cap no
Tonger accept the"‘1eisure activities:of his straight friends. He has entered

a'new social world which involves certain types of comitment. Through

.



" The Correlates of Coming=0ut . ) et :

disclosure the gay actor explains his new leisure patterns to straight
frieads. Many times thé-géy actor finds that he has developed a new s‘qt' :
of acquainiances and social-activities. One respondent related:’

“For quite a while my friends were all straight except for

a few I had, made friends with. ~ After the time I went to

ed it began to change until now most o my friends are .

jay, at Teast.the peop1e I'm hanging around with. ¥ ., 4

Coming-out does different things to _different people. "The‘re are . '.
those who' cu1t1vate a new group of intimates ‘pr"confidants. nge {nclude'
old straight friends in their new c1rc'le of cnnﬁdants. Oth'ers‘rejeci the -
gay woﬂd as a source of social cﬁntacts avoiding the development of any
fr'lendsmp hes. But, m all cases,:coming-out is the spawning grounds for

pnsnwe gay attachment. . I#ris here that the actor sets the groundwork fqr

his future career growth.

. Because Dfﬂthﬂ novelty of coming-out for the gay actor certam d|s~w'
|

tingu1shah1e, types of behavior seem to arise in this period. First, sexual

actlvny ‘increases greatly. The previqus’ly suppresséd emotions now have 'y

The availability of partners is much qreater.

an avenue of expressmn‘
Second, a notlceab1e camp is assoc1ated with commg -out. Une respondent .

related S A e
I did a Tot more commg—out dressvnse after we broke up.‘, : ) el
1 decided .that if I was gay I might as we]'lladvertize the
fact that I was available.

Another respondent spoke‘of his new]y develd‘ﬁed camp and the tendehcy the
novice has to wck up the behavioral patterns of those gays with whom he
is most 1mmed1ate1y and fr\aquently associated. He stated: .

R. The people whp ‘frequent this. luh, as T know it now, L
were more or less the sterenég: nellie faggots"
and 1 started deve'lopmg the e characteristics:
cons'lstmg of walking around and grabbing people

o
‘i‘v‘]
-

‘él,
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o 5% i ‘and th:sJasted “about tlnrty days and I just reaﬂy % N
. : .had a_good time. I got to.know a whole bunch of i
s .. Stereotyped homosexuals and I learned. From there
. z Wit was Jgst a matter of reahzmg this k1nd of life . w g, @
¥ 7 just wasn 2 me L ¥ p YV Y@
TR APAINL I Hhat kind of firag 2 oo - A ¥ .
¥ ¥ - . ’ 3 &

o - R.A 1ot af femininity involved in-my., acnons. Nobody
. 8 “said anything. I had come-out didn't need to -
5 Y have anybody to tell'me to try’this or that, I'was <" .
" d " . readg for any kind of new learning exper1ehce.

7 K- A thxrd respondent 1nd1cated- o

When.I first came-out I thoug?rt it was the right thing. to

do to be a screamer and-wear makeup and then I.got “into a ¢ u ¥

eal drag thing. After I rgalized I Yas gett\ng nowhere | ]

.- Tike that I tried to direct’ myself in a more masculine y
route and I'm still trying, but to be anymore masculine than ;

g ... am right.figw would be'a gacade‘ o i

', Thus we can see that the emergence uf a pos|t1ve homosexual attach~

ment can bring vuth lt a, usually tempurqry, camp demeanor. ~ The actor tends

s tn act nut the stereptypw ro]es of humsexuahty unitil he hnds a'com-

furtab]e p]ace in his" personahty for his gay 1dentity. Far some that

comfurtab]e mche may,’, mdeed be cuntinued camp. For most owever, the

mure' eminine behavmra] traits of Timp wrist and hspmg voice Tose promm-

eznce qun:kly. ,The actor, after a t1me, is abkbzu adjust psycho1og1ca'('ly
.~ to his new se'lf—att)tudes ahout his’ sex ro'le. ming-out behavwr aften

complete acceptance of the gay "life.,

) w3 : Pos}‘nve Lahglhng ‘E& ) B

Coming out is a~type of self—'labe'l'hng process wherem the actor g

r'learns to find a positive 1mage 1n the 1dent1ty The cum‘lng-out rltua]

ffers the actor an, alternative tu the negatwe 'lahe'lhng process which RN

A‘ | é snmety invokes agamstk ‘the puhhcly 1dent1f1ed hamosexua1 Lemert sta;es, § .

J \Thus admj [comng out] may L . A
endanger one's 'Hvehhoud or'his prafesswna'l career- | FETEE . A
but it also, absolves the ihdividual from failure to  : - ;




assume the heavy responsibilities of marriage and et
parenthood, and it is a ready way of fending of f a X
q;zv]pﬂ;;)invnlvenems in heterosexual affairs (Lanert " 5

The Effects of Coming-Out. P ) ¥

‘
Al but two of ‘the interview respondents indicated that x:ommg—out

changed their lives greatly.. The 'n_nst frequent change r_éported was a sort

: o o P . 0 B 2
of relief. The r r felt thqt ing-out had prdvided them the
cpportumty to deal with' their Hves as a whole. and end the anxiety which‘
pIugued them abuut the directlon uf the1r sexual preference Mike related

hi s expemenc

1t (coming-out] just madg me more content., It's like L 5
found a part of me. It's given me self- -respect. My .
grades improved and I have some difection. That Was after
I'd been out for a while.. For a period of time it con-
sisted of ‘going out, cruising and as I learned more about
the whole thing that I started havmg direction.

i . - When I first came-out I didn't hav& any roots and I-

i <. " didn't'want.any. I quit school, played for a long time
and went back to school and had SMIE'W”TG\:HOHS That's
when I got into just anything new wheyve it be sex, -drugs, *
appearance and then acting my age: ° \rted 'Iearning
“something. "My whole life was. mnrre,menta’l t that time and
up .to no«! “Before that it was just phys!c Q 5

Another respondent spoke of his new feeling of comfl;rtableness:

I'm at péace wn:h myself a l1tt'|e more. ‘I'm at ‘peace
inside. The daily hassles still go on but they're just
a little easier .to handle. Right now I am less\respon-
sible only in the framework of building a future and
ot v Fannly 1 guess. the best description I can give is
& that ‘T went. from age’ twenty-two to eighteen again.
. My standard of Hv|ng has gone up considerably.’ I'm
more fashion.conscidus, sexual conscious. My interests
. *have’ changed from intellectual w “économjc, L'm more
2 they conscious. L =y g
- I'm tntaﬂy open about it now. .Well about ninety: - . F RO
ooy percent open. I feel a sénse of pride whereas before I ' E
felt shame. I'm delighted-at the peuple;l know who ‘are .
.gay and 1 value their fr‘lElldSh‘lp <

.
-

the changes he has gone through and the consequent Barriers that have arisen

% Comlng-out can a'(so have other effects. It can mnke the actor reaH;e S .
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as a result.. Steve, a gay Tliberation act1v1st related. some of the prob—

Tems which. coming-out created for’ him:

I find myself always at odds with society. I thmk 1 m at
a major war with society. 'That can be a bum trip. I try
to keep my sense of humor. My values are very, very dif- _
ferent than the people in. the bar and I find that hard.

There's kind of really big walls between me and some .
of the people I work with. These people\are good, honest, ¥
sensitive but they can't relate to my being gay. In- - o :
taking some walls down I built other walls up. I can sur- &
‘vive it but it would-be easier if there were more gay A
people with values Tike mine. It also effects my love
life. 1 won't have a love affair wttﬁ someone who can't. - wat
share some of my basic values. =

Perhaps the most important effect of commg-out is the 1ay1ng of

groundwork for t?‘e, consti—uctwn of a pas{nve gay self-image. Thi$ point °

has been stressed throughout the chapter, Cnmmg out isa specnl turmng

point in gay career growth. The actor begins to learn to we-xgh his gaynessr_

‘..in relation=to other- contingencies such as work; school and family. ~He hds

B

gone through -the stages of drift and encaps&]ation and now beéins a c’on—_

scious planning. - The actor becomes aware that coming-out has both.given him

“room for gr:o_wth in some areas, and restricted %Ewth in others. One respon-

dent’talked a'bqut the changes in his-life resulting from coming-out:

It's changed it quite.a bit..l"ve never sat down and purz
posely figured this out. I'ma.more sociable person now. .
than before and not just’in gay.circumstances'so I'm less
1 of a loner. Its dictated a certain constrainton me that

“might be crucial. I was in.gradudte school hoping to s
become a professor -or a government bureaucrat. . I'm neither
one.of those now. I have some doubts as to whether I'd be

a good teacher now but no doubts abaut being a good bureau-
crat. I dame-out as a grad student. Occupatmnaﬂy. I'm
drifting. Being gay has put restraints on my going to apply'

for teaching jobs, One of the constraints is that I've -

- told ‘the-teachers agency that I'm not so much-concerned with
income but since I've come-out and acceptbd a-'gay .identity

1 have.no intention of giving, it up.” I told the teachers

agency that I would'not accept a position outside the .metro-
politan area. I put my gay.identity before my occupatmna] 5
.one. ' I think“its madg me less neurotic'since I've come-out,
I'm Tess uptight abouilbemg with-people. I've become more *
of a whole person in -that before the reahty wf’ my existence.




Conclusion g g

“I'm much mare of uhu I really an not than who I was hefore.
- Most of the problems I have today are. any of the proh]ems
©  a gay person would have in Western- Society. I think I've
. sort of ;mtured late, not just.in terms of sexuality.. 1
th1nk I can. empath\ze rore now with_people ‘than before. B
I'mwnot as good at this as I would Tike to be. I wcu‘[d &
1ike to become empathetic with.pedple.- -

Another respondent stated: - - .. ) . e :

* It [coming-out] had made a-career dlfferente. "I might have o
been a nuclear physicist but then I would have had to ?
undergo security checks and all that stuff in order to’
keep the. job.- I.selécted occupational areas where I would
avoid these’ prob1ens -

“ The 1mportance of cmmng-uut, in reference to the emergence of the .

actor's positive hnmasexua'l se'lf -image cannot be m!mmlzed This is a

-crucial and often stormy: permd in the gay -actor's life. After ledrning

to accept h1mse’lf and his sexuality, the.individual sets abcut reoﬁdemng
personal, prlor"l‘t1g5 aqd_examimng future contingencies. An_ active- and

individuated ‘gay ‘career-orientation takes shap
Ay ¥ e S
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COPING: THE ADULT HOMOSEXUAL IN HIS “ORLD

a5 5 e
. Having gone through the often turbulent transitional period of coming- .

. - out, the actor must.learh to manage his same sex identification in his &

everydéy qffairs. Gradually he im‘.egra;:es his sexual prgfereﬁce into his . "

life as-a vihole. The decisions which the actor makes about work, fami‘iy: _\ '

life-style, and choice of relatiunshws a'H Jead 'to an -emergent and stabﬂu-

ing commtment to a gay career. . } . | . o

e et E S S 5, g #
Relationships * : '

One of the first adaptations which thé gay actor must make, once he .-

. has come-out, is-to decide what form of relationship he is seeking in-homﬁé

2,5 sexuah’ty Ma‘r;y times ‘coming-out marks a promiscuous ‘period in the acl‘:br's i
) life. But, due to the exlgencles of everyday 'hv'mg, the individual's com-
pu’lswn for Hnmng ‘sex partners eventuaﬂy diminishes somewhat Accor‘ding

to Sonenscheqn (1968) a number, of sex partrier decisions are made by homo- K

x sexual Lactors. The mast frequem‘.'ly mentwned re'latmnsh'lp goal by the *a

o mespondents in this research was a 1ong tenn over" re'lannnship Many - i,

’ ' mdmated they wnu'ld welcome and actively so'llclt such a relat\onshw which . =

’ S provided them’with some secur1ty and’ pé?mpnence. One respondent stateq !

1'm Tooking for a Zﬂaﬂons}np w\th someone who' can share

’, most of themselves/with me in an honest and constructive
i Lot wdy. I'mnot ool to possess anyone sexually only for-
5 myself but only want someone I can share.a sexual and ‘e =%
¢ v .deep friendship with that flighty sexual encounters can 3 N
H +demolish. - By
iy ' I'm Tooking for ‘someone I.feel comfortable with but o, &
who,.where we won't possess each other; the freedom to be




. ourselves: It would be monogamus in the way of just
friendship in that nothing petty could destroy it.

/ T

The "types-of re]atidnships sought are evidence of the actor's com-

", - mitment adaptation. A sigm‘h’cant number of' the 'self-enhancing interview

group indicated a deswe for a monogamus, long -term re]atwnshxp. This
Tiaison, the respondents stated, would be charactemzed by friendshlp and
sochﬂ compatibility. In fact, the se!f—enhancmg réspondents placed a
‘greater emphasis on the necessi‘ty of good af‘{‘ective bonds than on any other
variable. Inter"esting'as well, was the fact that m&re tﬁar;' half the self-
enhancing respnndents"d.escribec‘l themsé]vef as pnesént]y h‘ving‘,w_i'th a partner
.ina sociosexual re'létionshim In very few cases, however, did theﬂre‘spor!—
deits |nd1cate that a permanent re]atmnshwp was poss‘lb'le.' ln essence’,

the partners 1n these re]atmnshvps do not expect the1r co- halﬂtatwn to be .
permanent. Sonensche1n (1968) describes these "permanent sociosexual, ~
relatwnsh'lps"* : . T . * 4 E .

| The *second kind nf matesmp was Tess formalized, often the -

- -only event being a personal exchange of rings and/or ‘the > » .
setting up of a household. It .too;was based on a conception
of love but the relationship was less predominately sexual
as.was the prgvious variety; there was a more conscious &
attempt, by the individuals involved to aim'at a cungruence
.of values and interests. This kind of stible pairing may -
“be called simply "co- habitation" to differentiate-it from
the actual 1 marMage ( hein, 1968:81).

s

Indeed, seve‘rai respundénts were cgreful to. mention that they did not

cunslder themse'lves "married".in the hetemsexual sepse and that: they made’

R " conscwus attempts to avoid 1m1catﬁng such a re'iatmnshxp. Severeﬂ self-

enhancmg respondents,.hnwever, deu\unstrated that they ere relatively
uncerta-m as to what form their homosexua’l 11a1sons would take in the future

Steve stated:r - 74 1 B S 7
i S ¢

Lung lasting, nmnoga;ny’! I'don't know. . ‘I've had five affairs i

of major consequende. A? east.at the beginning 3 B ’

of a re'latmnship ’tri:kmg ould be bad. As far as

tricking, I'm not into it. L ve done most .of the

. % o s



tricking things to.do. Sex is not as significant as the. ..
other th1ngs I think' its really important to.share
values in rglationships but it will be hard because there
are so few People who sharé my basic values of being .- P .
mght out front. I very rarely have sex outside of a =~ bl |
re'lahonshw.
\ Steve, o highly pn’htical gay activist,, shows’the {mpurtance self- <
énhancing actors often: place on the social elements of the .sociosexual gay"
= vr'e‘ationshipv. It seems .as'though this emphasis on’shared values and
social c_ompat'ibi]‘ity is a commitment aqahta_tion which arises out of the
actor's self-admission of homés‘exua)"ityr. The more willing an actor is to
admit that he is a humusexu‘a! the more Tikely he is"to place ifportance on
- the social.aspects of a 'ﬁe]ationshﬁ)‘.’ Consideration of a Homoséxual "
. relationship, which connotes‘dur.ation and invnlva‘ng%)‘ather than a homo- -

sexual experience, suggesting temporariness, is a direct outgrowth of self

enhancing gay comiunenf. l_The more a gay actor sees his homus’e}maﬁty as |
. an.inextriéablev;;art of his future, ﬂle m;)re_dispused fie s to consider,
fela\;‘iunships which hav‘e some longevity. Nqne of the .a{nbiséxuﬂs who were )
g interviewed reported any intention of pursin'ng a long, relationship.” One
self-enhancing respondent indicated that chance played a significant role

o in the type of relatmnsmp he would pursue. He wnrked as a medica'l aide
in a-hospital: g . 20 .
3 Right pow I'mnot Tlooking for a long ‘term relationship.
¢ I really don't think about .it-much. " I -just take what Ko
b ‘comes. I gyess I'm not anxious for a long term relation-
ship now because I've just gutten out of one. My emotions
i ool are really uficontrollable. © In the hospital I probably
) all in Tove maybe ten or twelve times a day. 1 could say .
I'm not 1ooking for a long term. re'latmnshw and then
walk out, the door and start hitch-hiking and that re'latxo
ship could, 1ast fob maybe five years. %

The character of socmsexual relationship goals‘ was’ somewhat dvfferent

. fo‘r the self-degrading group. . Mnre_tha‘n‘ha’lf these respondents indicated.

they were not seeking mofiogamy. Although they seemed interestsd) in de‘}élnp;

ing "over" relationships with other men, only three were, at the time of
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the interview. doing so. - For the actor with a self-degrading comritment
adaptation, monogamy and coﬁabitation seemed to_be pendlizing. éeTf-
degrading com]tment means that the actor. wishes to.remain free of affective
ties wh\ch cou!d d1scred1t him.  One self- degradmg respundent, a'lthuugh

he va]ued monagamy,. explalned his dlfhcu]ty.

I enjoy physical sex: I enjoy it so that obviously there's
some importance attached to that. .1 would place a high
value on affection. I would like to be able to Tive the
kind of: Tife a straight person would 'Hve. Because of
what society is and has done to me I'can't live the kind
of 1ife you can.. I would Tike a one to one relationship.
’ with someorie ‘that was sexual, emotional, and intellectual. . '
- I'm promiscuous but while I'm promiscuous I'still recog- -
mze the hold that monogamy would have on ‘me:.. ¥

Perhaps the most stmkmg difference between f.he self- enhanmng and
se]f-ﬂegrad‘mg commitment groups in relation-to sex partner goals is that.

s of

the self enhancmg group is greatly concerneﬂfm—m
relationships. The self-degrading group is more sexually promiscuous, than
the se]f—enhan'ci‘ng group. -These differences arise, mainly, Yout of the. dif-
ferént -commi tment, vadaptations the actors have made to homnsexuath. “The

type of relat\onshw the gay actor aspires to bears d1rect'(y on other com-

mnment related ‘contingencies he has'té face. <

Ideology 3 3w
Along with sociosexual, conmitiient the gay ac‘tovr', often-times, dev§1up£ ’

i

s

a sort of sexual ideology to justify his.activity. Although an actor's ’ «

- sexudll ideology relates to many behaviors this investigation only“studied ’

his dftitudes to two related gay hhem‘:mena:‘ gay liberation and drag. The

, respondents vere é‘sked about’ thesz activities so that their attitudes toward

them could be’ placed on an 1deolngxca’( gontinuum,

The self-i enhancmg gruup almost unan1mous]y )udged gay | 'Ilberatmn to

" be a .pos1t1v‘e force. Four of the’suteeﬂ respondents m this group were
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t‘hemsglves pp]i‘tical'l_y activ‘e in the movement. Only a few had reservations

about the influences which gay 1iﬁeration migh\‘: have, - On the other hand, '

. " only one in this group fa]t that public camp and drag/;r‘e benehcm acti-
vities. lnterestmgly, none. of these respandents was willing to make an

' openly pejorative_judgement about it. One re;pnndent stated:

I kind of like it [dragl. It
only thing'I can.do is laugh

ust so absurd that the
1t

" Another respondent. from the ‘ée]f-lenhancmg group 1"nd1cated-'

It= (drag] must require an lncrezﬁble amount of energy N 5 -
They're interesting people. They're valid, a little bit
obnoxious sometimes, but they make the.world interesting. i

° The ideology of the self-enhancing group was cbnsistent. They accepted and '

" supported the gay-liberation movement, while they’ qc‘cnnquated,the idea of
drag as a social phenon\énonk ‘A1th0ugh not‘ one of the respondents. in this
group reported havmg indulged in drag and none planned on 1n1nat1ng such

- behavmr in the futur‘e they were, by and Iarge wﬂhng to actept it as a
socxaT farce The un'ly hint of criticism about drag came from thusz respon-

dents vwho were most politically active in the gy 11hera’c1on mo ment.v

dicates - thqt thuse in the self- -enhancing group can to'lerat a hetero-

5 5 RS e
- Ty ; geneous con:eption of -h sexua'th. Mthnugh he did not suhscr e to the -

activities of drag and "nellie" homosexuality; he was not wﬂhng to cr1ti-
g cize thcse who didi’. This wi'lﬁngness to.accept a homosexual form qu1te R i
' unlike their own, is re'latzd to the actor's sens|t1v1ty to- the tn]erance
which straight socletyv has shown for him. * i P . &
- The se]f degrading interwew respondents reacted differently to the .
.two issues of gay Tiberation and drag. .Half “the respondents cans1dered the 5
gay']iberation movement'a Habl'h'ty to hamosexua] rights, whﬂz on]y»three
- thuught drag had- memt. Humphreys (1970) refers to thls as the "breastp'late

of r1ghtenusness. The self- degr

] group are more concerned with - \



maintaining an acceptable publ ic imavg\é, and with the control of pev:sunalv

“information, Although almost half tﬁis group admitted having been.involved
at snme‘time in ‘drag and- similar ach‘vi'ﬂes only threeacc;apied it. One I‘
respondent in the self-degrading group, a grade school’ teacher shvwed his
feehngs in an 1nterv1ew. .

1. Wnat are your feelings about gay Tiberation?

R. I.don't haye_feelings about it. I'wouldn't get actively

. involved: There are certain rights we should have and
don't but it doesn't bother me, I don't feel as though

- ‘we need gay Tiberation. I feel this way about a lot of
other I1berat10ns too. I feel I can hve a normal Tife.

How about camp and drag queens? What are your Feehngs \
about those? - B

It !Tyometh,n er gay hberatwn. As far as I'm con-
cerned it doesm*t-invalve me at all. .They are continu-
ing to allow the stralgmﬂuo see this false

image. Then I-guess it's kind of oqubT\mEik
because then if I' portray the stra1ght image more no ———.
oné will bother me. They can go ahead and do it..

Humphreys (1970) assertion that the more an,actor is cov!cerned ahﬁpt
3 discredit. and. information cimtrD.I the more ot‘he‘r-dv'rectedl hev will be in the
formation of his po]'itical an& éuciai opinions,‘avpeérs/from the datd. m
- this research to be valid. The ‘self- degrading interview group presented
many objectmns “to both gay hberahon and drag, whilé the se\f—enhancmg
i . group found little to cr1tic|ze in exther. -Thus, we can see that gay com—’
mitment adaptatmn |s 11ke?y to. mamfest itself in the development ofa .
‘politico- sexua] 1dea]ogy as,weu as in other areas of social behavmr. -

5 - Perhaps' the tircumstances where gay commitment adaptation can most

Lhgh clearly be determingd is. in the wnrld of work. The gay fctor must. deve]dp
u ), and plan~his sexnal career in re1at|on tu the uccupat*)dna’l ‘career he pursues.
Work can present a “strongly penalizing set of»cwcumstances. The gay actor |

S : =3 ) .
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may be able to uithdr;w fron the straight social world far enough to avoid.
penalty, but often this is inpossible at work. The actor may be dependent
upon 'in‘s wages for support, and any sexual discredit might enqanger that.
Leznnff’ and Hest]gy (1956) demonstrated that occupation is a ?mcia1 vari- »
able in relation to the gay actor_'s,;%ﬁmitxent management. The authors
state: « ) ; '

The mode of adaptation is largely dependent upon the extent
to which idéntification -as a homosexual is a status threat.
While economic status cannot be equated with social status
the individual's position within the work wor1d represents
the most significant single factor in the prestige scale.
Theréfore, the extent to which homosexuality is tolerated in
various occupations determines to a great extent the mode
of -evasion chosen by the homosexual...The overt homosexual
tends to fit into an occupation of Tow status rank; the secret
homosexual into an occupation of relatively high status

- rank (Leznoff and Westley, 1956 167)

Although Leznoff and Westley's definitions of secret. and“overt homo=*
§exuals are somewhat Sl'l_np]r[ﬁed‘, -their position a_§ to tht; Vs:iVQMka:ance of
emﬁloymnt' in*t’i‘le determination of cw;m'tm‘nt adaptation r.e!nains valid.

The gay acto.r. must construct his gay. comnitment ﬁ conjunc"tion \déh cnnsjd-
‘erations: of his work enviro;m;nt Hhil; the data from this research did not
yield any marked diffarences 1n the stat.us (high/low) ‘of occupation Tevel
between tﬁe self-enhancing and self- degradmg actors, some di stingu'lshable

charactervstics did emerge. lt was obvious from the data that t.ne self—

’ enhancmg grnup worked iman env1romr|ent wﬁere their gayness was considered

less of a status threat,

Table 7 . % Difficulty Arising from Sex - X
R Sion s s Status at Work s . &
Test Group ; Yes . No . Total
Self-Enhancing ‘a o, Toag e e % \
Nself-Degrading . [, 6 . 9" 15 ’
" Total . 0. - 21 3 i
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. As seen in Table 7 a greater-nunber of ‘self-degrading .interview

J respondents felt that their status as homosexuals created p}oh1ems for, them

;on the job. These problems arise out of a number of circums?ances‘ One
respondent related: : i

I don't have a gay identity at'work. .To assure myself of a-
job I even go the other way. Whenever I'see a woman I more
) or less talk about that and they natirally assume it has

N i ! sexual connotatwns .

inother interview respondent stated:

. There are uncquortable moments.  If given the optibon to make-~

) : no remark that'scone I'11 take. .If somebody's running -a per-
sonmown because he's gay I'11 say "He always seemed Tike a
nice’ ‘guy to me." oF something like that. I can't help but ~ -« .
think that since I go to work parties alone ther‘e must be
some peop'le whoA would ngre lt out. . . o T e ¥

Host se]f—enhandng respondents felt that. they could aaequately deal

with the possible discredit i

the work world.” They seemed to be involved

in a work envirunn:)ent which they.did not Find threatening. "There were o

_status differences however,, between the occupational Tevels of ‘the two "t

groups (see Table 8).

Table. 8 Occupational Composition of Self-Enhancing o
: -and Self-Degrading Homosexual Groups

k- §e1f nhancing Sel‘f-Degr_‘admg Total 2
Professional and ,' ]
Managerial - 1. . 2 .- 3 -
' . Clerical, Sales 5 2 Y Y
Craftsmen . 3 X 4 7
- Operatives A 0 R
Service ) ’ 4 5 9 ]
Artists A ] Yooy
Students * ) ) 2 aL
(Tota1 1 B I 1 :
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Bﬂ], a telephone operator, spoke about his work egvimnment(when

he stated‘

Nel], Ma Bell isn't exactly friendly to the gay movement. - - *
1 asked all my. employers about their hiring and firing -
practices against homosexuals ds most companies are re- ¢ .
strictive. I wedr my gdy rights button to work but I

really haven't been as open -as'I'would 1ike to be. It

is a most uncomfortable situation for them anyway. It's

a little uncomfortable for me because I'm not a$ open - . .

as T'd like to be and the girls give jokes. to the fact i {
that I ‘don't date although they've all made come on' s
tn me. They're more uptight than I am.

Another se]f—enhanqng respondent ‘related: &
I haven't run inté any difficulty because I'm a nusician
probably.. Although I ran into an agent manager two days
ago who was quite a ‘bigoted bastard. That wa$ the first
situation where I ran into somehody in my business who
was extremely bigoted and I said I'd never work for him S
‘and he said he wouldn't have me anyway. Rather an envig- .
orating experience. It feels good to call someone an .

'lgnarant bastard every so often.

u .
/ The se'lf -enhancing group. seemed to be more wﬂhng to chaﬂenge the |
d1scred1tor. While many in the self- degradmg group were concerned mth

keepmg their sexual preference out of, v1ew the other group appeared more . -

disposed’ to risk/their occupahona'l ‘status. ~ . ,
Table 9 ' ° Presence of Khow1edgeab1e Others
" -in Work Environmerit -
Test Group Yes: ° - No Total
Self-Emhancing .| 13 /i . 3. \ -
.4 Self-egrading -~ | _6 « < 9
Total L I 1 ; 2 . "

In Table 9 we see that me'm‘hers of the se1f~enhem‘:\’ng ‘vgruup‘ were more

Wy to be in a work environment where some of thew felTow emp1cyees knew

about their sexual preference. This fact helps explaln why the se1f-enhanc|ng v

group are more wﬂhng to cha'l'lenge pub'hc discredit whlle at" work. The



self—deg.radirm individual's j@eé‘itaiion :l:a discl?se his s‘gxual status 1561
Iat'es hlm, at least pariially, from any support against discr"éfﬂtwhi:h‘
fellow employees 11|ght be able to provide. Explanaﬁon% for these differ-
ences arise mén lna’lxze"the occupational goa!s wh{ch the respondents )

estabhshed for se1ves‘ The majority of self-enhancmg interviewees

S @

were plannmg occupations either in the arts or in. flalds of serv{ce fo W
_the gay movement. Steve-related:

fully expect ' that qay orgamzatmns wH'I corfie,’ about where /’
can be wnrking on affirmative -action programs. - What we're . ~

- o oing -to ask is for' the dissemination ‘of information asking- $ .
them to publicly state that they don't discriminate socio- 5 15
sexually. The hassles are fun r\me I run the gay nghts o
program at the state legislat: The movement .is where'my

1ife i5. going to’ be “From now én. I'H definitely run for the -

state 1egis'lature but'not “for four; six elght years s

Joe also plans to wark in the movement but feels some regret about the
* avenues closed to him:

o . g
I've got two degrees. 1 feel as thaugh at the ‘present time
my goal is into counselihg. I want to become involved in -
helping someone else sexually get ad,iusted If 1 lean back
on my degrees it will be biology, not pharmacy because the

‘.~  pharmaceutical companies arf so straight that I cuu]dn‘t 3
"take it. . Interestingly enough I applied to many companiest 3

+ to bea salemn and two corqzarﬂes refused mé because I was .
divur:ed . Several companies didn't hire me because I 'had
too‘nuny de rees. One company wanted to transfer me to
Nebraska’ and I didn't.want that. I can't go back now to a
small area where peop]e are so narrow minded, conservative - -y
and afraid. I don't have the patience to deal with that. o

- - 0n the nher hand the’ self -degrading respondents tenided to aspire

to ‘occupations which: would allow them less freedam of movement. ﬁb‘le‘ 0_

@ dgmonstrates that far more self- degradmg respondents hoped fot prof‘essinna1
f » v
pas1t|ons, whereas on'ly a few in the se'lf enhanc(ng group had such asp!r- -.}

atlan‘s. A’Imgst -fifty pev;cent of the sz]&enhan:(ng respondenis Tooked for- “._ "
4 i i
nard' to careers in ‘the ‘[1ne arts. These dtstinct‘lnns 1n occupatwna'l career:

orientatiqp help accnun fnr,d!fferentes in sex role cnnmtmel(t and the \

I 2
. L. . A
)




Table 10 Occupational Goals of Self-Enhanciné 5 “
w :

Y and Self-Degrading Homosexuals ) 3

* Occupation * Self-Enhancing Self-Degrading Total
"Professional and £
Managerial = 3 8 n
‘Clerical, Sales 0 1 1
Craftsmen [ 0 0
Operatives » 0 [ 0
Service 5 1 6
Wrtists 7 4 1
None . o 2
Total y P 16 - 15 31

signs of emerglng gay career which arose ‘betieen ‘the two groups. One
respondent a speech pathologist, who aspires to teach at un'lversity related:

1 think every chairman of 2 departmant I meet has had a wife.
Dinner parties-and that bit. Being slng1e much 1ess being .
gay, it.would be a hard situation to face..

Another 1nterv1ewee a nurse, stated:

My nursing and my being gay, that'smy 1ife but I don't mix
‘ the two though Doing”nursing care I would not be gay ,
because I'm not even thinking about it. I would never make
a pass at a pat1ent For the present being.a homosexual -
¢ is grounds for termination in a hospital. You could nevér
use that hospital for a reference. That has never happened
but the possibility is there that it could.

The gay actor arranges his present commitment in reference to.the

“occupational 'v‘wﬂes' he_sees himself filling in the future: This is a strong P

1}0d1caéion of the _subjective ﬁ]anning of career which a homosexual actor
gue's through. " The actor anhcwates h\,s future interests ayfd actwn.ws
and co-nstructs his present actions accordingly. One ammsexua] actor who
scored Tow in the test pro‘\ndes an mterestirng contrast A]though this

fellow was entering the highly professiona'l fie'ld of med(cine he had few

A L 5 * |
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worries about his sexual status interfering with occupétional success.
His lack of exclusive conmtment to'a gay identity allowed him greater free~

dom of movement. The actor rehted'» d

I'm not so sure that xf L ended up in plastu: surgery, bemg
gay might be a help in'some respects.. ‘I imagine ‘there are '
a lot of guys who, when they, go-for their thirty-five year
face Tift would feel ‘comfortable knowjhg-that the surgeon
was gay too. They like to have gay hairdressers. I'm
really interested in trauma disruption. With a reasonab
‘amount of discretion ‘one’ can avoid prob'lems by not allowing
it to become common knovﬂedge.

Thus, we can'see that gay :Drnmitment is canstructed with reference
riot ‘only: to the occupation of the actor but also to the employment aspiration

“which he has. -The occupational environment is, perhaps, the most critical

gruund\ for comnitment adaptation. The occupat‘iona! ‘career decisions which
the actov: makes, and their corfsequent effects upon subjeéti\}e gay ‘career !
will, in large part, determme what -type of ‘career adaptation the gay actor

will assume. . &

Familz«‘ R . ¥
Although occupation is, perhaps, the bigggst cov‘rgn1t}nent contingency
in adult life, fami'ly_situéﬁons ilso present the individual with substantial

decisibn;mak-ing adaptation. We have éIreaqy stressed the importance of

family in the emergence of early gay commitment during the initial experience..

Although most men move away from their families once they enter aduT't Tife,
the infl’uepces a'faimﬂy‘exertS hponythem,relr'nain. A1l thirty-one respondents
lived away from home. The most consistent and distinct: difﬁeremfe between
the two groups arose ‘within the realm-of family re!ations. A1l but two
respondents who scored ‘high ennugh on the survey to be intervmwed and
placed in the self-enhancmg group had either told their parents of their

sexual status or their paren\ts had discovered the actor's sexual preference_
v
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inad’vey‘tent'ly. In the self-degrading group the families of three 'respon-
dents only were informed ‘about fheir homosexuality.~ It appears from this

information that family continues throughout his career to be a source of . %

" discomfort and péna'lty for the self-degrading actor. He is not only. restric-

ted by his nccupatmn but also required by family cuns1derat|ons to enact

further mfonnation controls. -

Table 11 Family Knowledge about Sexual Status | 2

Family Knows Fan;ﬂy Ignorant  * fl'cta'(
Self-Enhancing. 1, 2 i
. Self-Degrading 2 n R ¢« b .
Total 16 15 ‘a1 e
g . \

~ The three self-degrading actors whose parents were informed of théir
sexual préferen_ce tried to keep from speaking of it while in their presence.

Although ?th his parents know about his sexual direction, this respondent
. < N L P Y

#stated:

Wel famﬂy are 'very close, very sympathetic to each other
¥ due to a Tong illness of my mom. I don't feel it at all L g
pertinent to relate to them my sexual identity because this
“illness is such a strain on all of us. At this point in
my 1ife I couldn't 1ive with my father and be gay, but this
is not discussed.

Another respondent in the’ self-degrading gruu‘a described ms family relahun-
ship this way: X

Fairly close. The distance has cut it down. It's a close’
relationship, but I don't confide in them about any of the

gay activity. They know it but I don't.flaunt it in their

face. s

The most common problem for the self-degrading gay actor is keeping

+the information away f‘rn_m the family dltogether. It appears that the family



- respondent explained ‘why he did not fnfunn his famﬂy-

" Another §e1f¥degrad1n§ respondent stated: o

9’

s:trong'l'y infh}ences ‘the form o comnntment experienced by gay actor. One
I. What type of relatio sh1p do you have mth your famﬂy 'an"

1 v1s1t then usually once/a week.

R. 2
1. Do they know abou# yanr sexu_:a'bpreference? .
R, I think it's like most parents. They know, subcunscvously but * 3
. 1t s something ‘that's kept:in the back of ‘their mind"and nothing
is ever said about it. .1 think -they see 'hope’ in the straight
Tife. for me.
C
1. You never told them? , K o g
R No. Because it would hurt thém. .If they found out, that's S .
different. I think at first I wouldn't admh. it but then . - ¥

“ maybe 1 would. 2 %y

1i Homabout your brothers?
R. No. They don't know. - I-don't think I'd ever telI them, X
. * know I wouldn't. ot

Isee them [parents] mfrequent\y. I haven't told. them. I .
don't see how I vould be able to' in the future. The reaspns g
I haven't, first, I don't want to tell them. Second, I'know. . p
what thew reaction would be. Third, I'm not really emotmnal'ly v
attached to them. v i

. Mthéugh this écéor “claims, to be emot{ona'ﬂy unattached to his par;ents,
it wau]d seem that, 1n general, the self—degrading actor is-still very con-- -
cerned with his parent s Judgements. They cons‘lder the\r reaction.so
penalizing that they restru:t the1r gay 1nvo1vement for: the 'sake ‘of ‘infor- "
mation control. A1l buc tf"o respondents in the self-degrading gruup con- "

sidered their relationshwps with family as good._ A]most all’ had contmumg

commumcatwn w1th their families, whﬂe few respondents in ‘the sel
enhancmg group mamta\ned familial relationships on such an even kee]

'In short the se]f -degrading actor .seems to ma)?m/am .an even relatmnshw

. with l'ns family.  He is not giisp_qsed to risk taking in the form of dis-

closure in order that thj mightt know him.better. On trhe other hand, he



® 1eaves, unthreatened hls rapport with famﬂy by means of mfnrmatién
contro1

The self- enhancmg group pmv1de a re]atwe'ly d1stvnct compamson b
. in family matters. Where the actor had told his parents, as all but two .
,did, there was. little hzsiiancy to remind- them of the character of his

sexuality.. -Steve re]ated‘ . 8 ¢ -

, - 1'told them [parentsl because 1 vanted: to be able to relate
to them abouy 311 of me. Then Mike told me not-to tell them
and-then make believe that it had neyer beenssaid: I really
started a re-education process.—When I'11 be riding in a car
with .thém and they ask meDo ‘we go stra1ght here to get to
.such and such a place?”; I'11 tell them, "No, we go gayly to
the right." ~So they have had to adjust and because I'm
“political and in the papers I had to get them’ ready for ‘their
ne1ghbors comments .

Another respondent  stated: o <

My parents are divorced and my father is in"Florida but we
still have a good close relationshfp. He tries to ignore
it [homasexuahty] which, I don't Yet him-get hy with.

There we)re, however, several respondents whose decision to disclose
«prbved to be a1mosf‘cata‘strophic. While some parents were able to accept

théir son's sexual preference, .bthevrs found it-impossible to ‘cope with.

Joe related: = . . R
. I‘ve told my parents unfortunate'ly and they won't have any- 2 °
thing tg/d)mth me. If parents could acknowledge the fact .

- that théir sons or daughters live'a different 1ifé-style.
My mother will have nothmg to ‘do.with me, and when my .
father died they didn't even call to tell me.. I get bored -
with.people that are completely clpseminded -about people,
that never take a look at themselves sexually.

' Another interview subJect stated. N . : #
. I_had decided not to tell them so they cou'ld Tivé their life
. without undue hassle. My sister had. been ‘having a lot of
) problems.and they induced a nervous breakdewn in her It
was basically, my father's doing so she felt the need to- .
hurt-him I think so.she could gét out from beneath his 3 :
G \nfluance She.told them.about me. ' Once my mother started #
crying and said that there were doctors who could help me.,
My two-brothers are hostile and so is -my father. .

t .

A 5 2, S
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' § The seIF enhancmg actors were apt to descr|be their famﬂy relatwn- .
o8 smps as bemg either very: good or very poor. Those 1nd|v1dua}s who had
d\sc’lnsed their -sex preference to their famﬂxes w1thout ahenatmg them
indicated that “their re]ahonships with parents and sxhhngs had, beneﬁted i
A 'great]y. On the other hand, where families. were unah'le to accevt the 1dea, )
e the quality of relati omsh\p was reported to dmlm sh. The gay actor who, -
‘imfonn; his.family:takes a great risk. He usually changes, for betf;er or

. : 'wors< the relationship he has with them, 'In so doing he increases his

“freedom of movement within a gay sex roleddentity. "If his parents are

accepting he may well seek their suppart and maintain emotional contact.
If the parents fail to accept h1s.sexua11€y_. he may be forced to reaect them.

Inboth cases, however, the gctor -has shed the cloa of invisibility and .

maf’e a significant steb toward a self-enhancing comceptjun of his sexuality. ’

. ) It is clear from the data that family disclosure is an impbv;

to“the type of homosexual adaptation the actor assumes. .While reSearch ~

into family etio]ugy of homosexuality has produced 1ittle 1n the way of
generally accepted propositions, this research indicates that famﬂfﬁ/d . ’
~ familial relationships play & significant role in the-gay actor's acceptance

. pr rejection of a seTf-erhancing homosexual attachment. N

Identity.Proninence i . uo g -

< In the 1rfterv1ew pnrfn of the research, some attempt was made to

- discover the degree of 1mpo ance homusexuahty has in the actor s er.

In order o' conduct such an ana'lys1s some estination of the sa]ience of the
actor's sex role identity was needed. McCall and Simmons tell us that "role
identities are loosely patterned in a sume‘what‘ plastic.hierarchy of prominence"

(1966:76) . They go on to state that this hierarcﬁy depends upon three

“Variables: e




'.‘.th‘e degree to which -person himself sup'ports his own *
imaginative view...the degree to which one's view of self
has. been supborted by relevant others...the degree to
which the individual has committed hlmseTf to the particular
contents of his role- identity (McCa'I! and S1mmons, 1966:76) .
In accordance with these propos1t|ons it would seem likely that’
g .
the selfrenhancing group would consider their homosexuality ‘of §reater
pruminence in their lives th'an the self-degrading group. This was, in
* fact, the case, but the rhstmctwns between the two groups were less
nyhceable than McCaH and Sum\ons statement might 1ead us. to believe. In o
the self-enhancing group the interview respundents were likely to see their
humosexuahty as an inextricable part of their occupation. and their world
vww. ‘Steve related: -
I suppose the most salient feature of my life 1s po'lit1cs
and because I'm gay jts gay rights. If I wasn't po]vhcal
it would prabably be” secondary.
Another self= enhanclng respondent descrlbed the p'lace homosexuality p'lays
in Wis life: . , 3 . .
- This fall I was canpaign director of the DFL Gay Acuon
Committee. I was campaign director of
bid for the“state legislature. I'm:always aware of
‘being .gay. If I hear "queer"'being meintioned or "faggot"‘
being mentioned I call the people on it.whether I know
them or not. I think its really important to.call them
out because they don't know there are gay people around .
and if 1 call them on it they'11 have to think about it.
Thus the self-enhancing actor actively incorporates his gay ‘identity
into the other ma:?or concerns of.h1s life. It would be incorrect to sug-

gest that homosexuality is a conscious and prime mnt‘lvatur 1n the everyday

vas of, these men. It is, rather, ra theme. It apyears to he an integra1
f:'their world view.. Paul indicated: e

Idon't kriow. I'm just living it. I'm nut a Hber;ﬂumst. g
I'm not a militant. I go to the bars once a week. n't
feel 19ke”I have to be involved wi€h itn It goes hand 1n

- hand with everything now.- It's just “the) way I Hve

Like everything else I'm just conscibus. - I don't think ahout
being homosexual. I just think about what T am,




.

actor .in that the individual has embraced it without h1d1ng is tracks. -

'.It gradual!y becmnes part of his 'I‘IFe. UnTike the self-degrading actor

whose 1nfom|at1un control 1is: greater the self-enhancing actar manages his -
occupat1ona1 ﬂmha] and social’ re'latwns s in such a fashion that a
gay idenhﬁcatwn fa:ﬂ\tates ‘rather than obstructs the routme course of
his Tife. Edmn Schur (1965) 5 /tated' ' & i o~
Even if hnmosexua'llty becomes a mjor status and role for
those who.are "in the Tife" it is not the only one. Such . "
persons will most 1ikely have to interact to be placed ¥
according to "straight" standards in some significant
- spheres of their nonsexua'[ behavior (Schur 1965:91-92).. o 4
" While the researche_r may interpret the gay actor's presence at a
homosexual bar,’ enactment, almost exclusively, of leisured behavior with
other gays, and other such homosexual phenomena to be directly related to
a search for sexuality the best explanation 6f this behavior 1ies elsewhere.

A homosexual goes to a gay bar to drink and talk just as a doctor or lawyer

_attends a country club. Many 'c.f the homosexual's penalizing social inter- |

actfons arise from his status as a bachelor rather than'as a homosexual .

Especia'llyk‘th‘e self—enhahcing‘gay_actur, appma\ches other aspects in his
slife without ;:onsci,pusly attempting to manage his devjant identity. .The . ™
greater the attachment or voluntary comnitment which.a gay actor has to his
sex role 1dent1'ty, the. less situationaﬂy managed his homosexuality will be.
~The ‘self-degrading actors also indicated that ‘they were able to -
integrate the1r gayness intu theg‘ routine 'hves and that their homosexual -
Identlf!cahun is promment in their daily routine. They d‘lffer from the
self—enhancing group in that they must maintain greater cnnmﬂ of infor=
mation. This tends to diminish shghﬂy effectwe 1ntegration of their

sex role into everyday life. Consnous mfuma'tlon cnntro'l pushes the gay



s - . 1 : N L ’
1dént1ty‘to the front of the actor's awareness, but 1nd1cates that he
va'lues other activﬂnes more high]y than- the unrestricted expressinn of
sexual preference. The se]f -degrading- actars were also more er]y to

play down the impur‘t_ance\of their sexua'l preferences. One respondent

“stated: SN S £

1 just, feel its not that important and that's why I don’t
¢ tell anybudy because it's not that important. -Like.there
are people 1 could tell but I can't see any reason to
bring it up Tike testing a fr1endsh1p or snmeth(ng.
The differences between the two m-1g|na'| comparison grauns were
s]|ght except for the cnnsgquences of information cnntral by the self-

degrad*mg 'lndividuals A very 1nterest1ng comparisun arose, however,

‘between those smgu’lar’ly committed to a gay sex role 1dentity and those

actors_who found their way into the interview as amhisexha‘ll. The ambi -
» -

sexuals’ all denied the prominence of being gay 1_n their 1life. Although -

'_ they admiéted it yas an activity which demanded much of their time, fhey

were certa‘in that it was not a focal point. Oné ambisexual respondent
q ¥ i .

indicated:

Well let's put it this way. If you were to make a tist of
attributes which were ‘important to me it would fall tenth
or eleventh on the list. It' s\part of what I am, but it
isn't what F am 4t who[ ari. ‘ .

- Thus' it is appal ent from tke data that exclusive commitment to: a

homosexual rnle 1dent1ty figures h} avhy in the promine*ce that sex role |

will have in the actor's self- conceptiun whﬂe d1fferences between the

self-enhancing and self-degrading qv‘oups were slight in this regard the

) ambisexual actors, demonstrated a' distinct 1nf.egration of sex role into

genera'l self-attitude s
Aging- 2 o . 4

i e B Py | i » o
Pertiaps the most widely ac‘cep[;g;q, yet scarcely rssearche,d,‘

Al
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. 3 g 2 e 4 '
+.-proposition relating tg the Tife of ahomosexual is that he fears aging.

' than his younger munterbart JInall chlrty-n

In only ‘one study (Weinberg, 1970) is this - view challenged. R tenbeck )

writes about the "overt" homosexua: . . . |

His is often. s1ightly -or even strongly effeminate. He culti-
vates a xnubbery of his own, a "wit™, an interest -\often *
superficial - 1in the arts. He lives fast and movi ften;
today he is'in New York, tomorrow in California. ;4cherishes A
his youth and has an a'II but pathological fear of dging.
(Ruitenbeck, 1963:90-91). -

Weinberg. (1970) 1ndu:ates that the aging humo’?(exual fai'ls to mamfest

the signs of anxiety .and fear usually attn buted ,to*fim by reséarch accounts

.Indeed he fares better on tests.uf psycho]ogjca'l adjustment and stability

“interview sessions none of
ithe respondents spoke of or demnstrated great fear cnncerning their agmq.
Though Some uncertainty about the ‘gay sex role in old age was mentiuned §oNS
rthe dread found in other researches was Tonexistent in the present study . o
The respundents treated the prospects of theiraging with relative cool and
gave 1little indication of what Ruitenbeck calls a "pathological fear.

| MWeinberg shows that the younger hnmosexuﬂ tends to project his own

fears of aging onto the older gay associates he encounters:

As for worrying abolt one's homosexuality becoming known
there was an inverse relationship to age, with the -younger
groups worrying the most. The younger group was also lowest
in self-acceptance, lowest in the stabitity of their own
self-conception, highest in negative feeling states ona
psychological adjustment scale used in replication, and
highest in psycho-somatic symptoms and. feelings of inter-
“'personal awkwardness (Weinberg, 1970:534-535) . .

: A'lthnugh cwprehensive psychological indices were nét emp’loyed in

this resear:h,'the \:esu’lts tend to support Weinberg's conc]usionﬁs, There'.

“is a tendency on-the part of the younger gay actor’ to be more yncermn ’

about h_is'pléce 1n‘hoth the straight and gay. worlds. He is unsure as to

the ﬁreseflt and future “character of his gay sex rc'ﬂe, yhile he has yet ‘tcr
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become familiar with éedmlques for coping with the dis:id‘it and hostility

from' the s_iraight:wor'ld. One respondent spoke about his féar of aging:
-1 suppose. Well, I guess as you grow older you're'less
appealing to .other pedple. I thought that would bother

me much more-but the older I get it doesn't seem to bother

N » me. = b
Y {
-« v Jeff related: g . -

When I was nineteen the idea of being thirty-five was

e appalling.. Now that I'm nearly thirty the idea of being
forty-five seehs inviting. When I was twenty-one every
relationship.was just like the first'and last. You just

- reacted strongly, money was tight. After working for a

while the money keeps coming in, you just stabilize. The®
last five years weré good so I welcome the next twenty... .
Ten years ago who I was going to sleep with the next -
night was important. Right now I'm just happy wéiting
to see who will come along this month,

There were a few who bhqught that aging wou']d present genuine, although B
tolerable, problems. One interview subject related: .

Well everyone] does. I'm planning my thirty year old face

1ift and a hair transplant if need be. As long as I keep

going I'11 .keep trying to Took as good as I can. " The _
i .. older I get the more I'll have to try and achigve the N

_ Took I want.
R ,
Table 12~ Fears about Aging -
i . Yes ° ) No **  Uncertain - Total o @
Sel f-Degrading _ K 7 . 1" 15 #
Séif-Enhancing - 6 10 a0, 3 , 16
Tl , . 10 2 TR n

Table 12 shows ‘that a slgnlf“l;:ant proportion of. the‘respondent's
1acl€ed the assumed fear of homosexual gg1;|g. Many felt aging to be a pro- .
ce‘s‘é”w’hich brings with it both ‘i;e;la_rds ﬁnd Tiabilities. Several respondents, . -
who indicated some uncertainty.about growing old, d‘ld soin terms removed
from their homs;mal ‘idenvtifiut'iqn._ ‘_l'heir fears were related to their
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participation in a society which generally equates aging’with. loss of value.

-

'}"urther, respandénts dislike_& the fact tha}t their sexuality would re’strllct
. them frcm raising famHes Some actors wanted children to help sﬂpport
them tn o'ld age: '

T'don't think it has anythmg to do with bemg guy, I think

it's just a fear of being old. I"guess it would be easier

to ‘accept being o1d 1f you had a. family. 'If you have a“family

it's obvious that you re nurturing sometMng but in the gay

world you can't. I guess you can but it's so-hard to do.’

: 4 " b . % s ) -

.The .contrast between our data on aging and other data ‘is under-
standable. First, - society has changed in its’ac}:evtance of homosexua‘ﬂzy.
Due mostly to the efforts .of gay liberation groups, hormsexuaHt_{ is much
more visib1& now than it was even five years ago. Consequen‘t’ly younger '
™ x e - .
/gay actors face the world with less anxiety regarding their aging. They can
also see older humoéexﬁa‘ls who exemplify success and contentment. Second,
«the sample interviewed here cons isted of ‘peaple who i\ad a\ready ‘deve’!uped
- a strong commitment to homosexuality Thus_ they had already come to grips

with aging as a poss‘lb]e penalizing :{rcumstance. 5 8!

5

Changes ; X

Although there were. no strong att’l tudes toward aging, the actors did

. anticipace({e@pnrﬂ changes in their sexuaHvy They tended to see dimin-

ishing freq&ncy .of “sexual contact as.one consequence of aging. - Weinberg
(1970) also found this: ;

The younger hamosexual, 1ike the-old h:m\osexua], scored -

lower in the extent. of'his association with other’homo

sexuals.and higher in his association with heter‘erx«als

In frequency of homosexual outlet, the young homosexual

was also lower, as was the old hqmosexua’l (Ne‘lnberg, 1970:

531-532).

Interestingly, some resphndents felt. they ceuld consider establishing
heterosexual relations in th future. Table 13 demonstrates that nearly

;
)

N B
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‘ Table 13 ’ 1nc1ineuo‘u®gp'rumre . . . e

Heterosexual Relations } L
Likely Possibly Unl"\kew Total: /.
p 1 - . - - b - \\ - .5t
i Sel‘_f—Dekrading 4 5 1 7 L3
.| Self-Enhancing R 3 AN T
ool fmbisexval i s B & .
Total 1 FA (|

half the respondents saw sorfie possib‘ilities of €uture heterosexual relaﬂon‘s..
The self-enhancing ‘actors, showed un'lfarmity about the « direcﬂon of their
. } future sexual preference Steve, re’lated 1

No, if somebody were to hand me a pill and say, "Take thfs = l,-
and ou can become straights" I would sp1t ih his facg. 3

Y &
. I'mnot suggesting that a person-doesn.'t have a choice L
* to be gay, but 1t Jjust means different things to dIfferent
A 5 people. . X .
i The self-degrading respondents manifested a Iess absulute attachment\

. to tﬁew sexual aNentaHon A’Ithaugh they had little rea,san tn expect a

change 1n the near future, nearIy half. saw. a possiblity of heternsexua'l

¥ relations later in life. In no dase, however, did the respondents dekcribe
this pussibﬁity as an exclusiv ti m?tead they be'l\eved :

heterosexual interactions would help them achieve other ends. - One respondent s B

stated: 8 = . . 5 B e

3 . : The way I fee1 now T can't see that happening huc 1 can t
g F rule it out. I still would Tike to have a son. I some- -~ Lo -
b T - @ how expect that one day I'11 get married. . If it happens, ¢ o
: fine, but I'm not planning -on"it. The idea of being the
head of a household and having a family, yeah; that might, Ce
be a good ‘deal. " X 5

" Another respondent' described the circumstances under which hetcould acc:{pt

La heterosexual union: : ' . . .
Curms‘ ty and maybe being hurt hy the gay world. “I'd Tike
v, ¥ to try it with a girT who was not fat and ugly. 1I'd ]ikk
@ . < !
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to father a child but I'm just going to have to get my F ]
=7, head together. My relations with-the female have been B wg . i
= .zero since I came-out. - sy o b

The ambisexuals a1l considered future heterosexual union a“possi-

7 bl'lity. Althaugh their present sexual he{mviur was predumnate]y qay 1t

d1d lnvo'lve women occasmnaﬂy. One amblsexua] respondent stated~ o

I thmk it's pretty Tikely. I wnuldn t say-it's absolute. . 8
I've heen engaged before and w?s truly in love witl the .
girl. I Would have been happily married to her. IM's %
possible. . :

) gt e =.The amb!sexua]s demunstrated a noncommitment to elther sex. Alt’hougp ¥ )
e . their sexual re'lations were usually, homosexuaI theyvrefused tg accept or
' consider. an u1tlmate1y exc]uswe gay sex role. . i .
Although many, nf the respundents anhc\pated moderate amounts of !
cHange intheir sexua] hves. they demonstrated no 1nord1nate fears relatmg

o to their aglng. Dimnished sexua'l frequency, sexua'l exper'lmentation with

i : women, growing desire for security and a deve]opmg vopenness to otheé were,
“ " \ however, expected future developments. T PO '
v 5 s o6y >
: - v '
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2 © . . CONCLUSTON

Through. the Jast three chapters -1 have tried to specify some af‘ the
career contingencies and commitment conditions involved Jin arriving at, and

maintaining the status of a homosexua . Some closing discussion as to the

in order,. &

general aph’licabﬂit’y of these concepts to the behavior in que,stioq){ now

Although Lemert (1967) rejects career as a fruitful analytical con-

cept it seems that, in conjunction with social-psychological theori‘es‘ of

“commitment, it is, indeed, a useful idea.’ The noticn of career carries with

it the essential elements of dynamism.and change. It is a standpoinc‘ from
: S -

which.the social scientist can view the actor's behavior, intentions, mean-

. ings and definitions in the rr]oving perspect’ive in which they occur. ;Iq the

extent that sucia-psychohgical research seeks'to provide situationa\'ly

based and s1tuatlona11_y focused exp]anations of individual behavior a

career persBective is useful.
The precedmg research. has, by no means, provided ih‘e taxoviomy of

hon}use‘xu’a'liiy Becker (1963) recommends and which is required for solving

“the, problems of sampling and boph]ation description. The interview group*

was dichotomized into two social-psychological categories (self-enhancing,
self-degrading) -in referenée to* the fnrm”s/of"camitment wﬁich the respondents
indicafed on a test. Endeavors of this sort help display the hetqrodenei;y, 5
of a group often considered uniform. Within the world of publi;ly cumi-}.ted .
'homcse)gua!s alone, there exists a wide range of behavioral forms and adap+
. Calrmitmgnt can also be seen with reference to types' of homosexuals.
Humphreys (1970)7d1v1‘dves the homosexual world into four types:, tr_ade,
amh‘isexua"s, gay, and closet queen‘s‘A These categories, too, serve as
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gu{de]ines for styd‘ying aﬁd understanﬁing the -different fonné‘ %ich homo-~
. sekuality takes. But, they are time-]ock{e‘g/coni:'e'pt‘ions. Thropghoyt his ’
life a’ gay actor ;ouId easily manifest: 51 four types. As a y’nuth he )
could be amhisexuél, then het’:ome gdy and, lJater in Tife dévelop sa'l'lem:
trade and c'loset-queen characteristics. without the unifymg and dynam!c

® character wmch a career analysis prnvides, these fou concepts ‘would Tose

much of their strength and re1evance. %
Humphreys homosexual categoruatmn pmvides the ske1eta'| structure
from whigh to view homosexuahty as a social phenomemm. Soc1a1 psychological
commitment- research such as in the preceding text helps. f|1'| “out such a
structure. lt tells us how these people are hoth simﬂar and d1fferent
within their category. ‘Combined w1_th a career perspectwe, the social
. scientist can also capture the personal meanings of ihe behavidr. The con-,
v cept‘s’ of career and commitment are hu{tu'al'ly enriching. In' fact, they are
inextricable.’ '
' This résearch has not dealt with the, relati;unship between hcpo:exua]s
. and thé Taw. None of the respondents {ndicate’d directly that the m’innesota
stat’e statutes about "unnatural" acts had an everyday personal efffect on h1§
Tife. .The primary sources of penalty are th;a attitudes of other ﬁeop?e,
The Taw-does discriminate against the hﬁmosexua1 in employment ar{d other
spheres of life. Analysis of th\s situation was em1ttzd not because it
lacks significance but because uf the lack of time and financia] resources.
bi It is interesting to note that when the more politically active re- .
spondents spnk% of required changes in society, necessary for homosexual
"acceptance, the} directed most of their attacks to the oppressive attitudes
of ‘eémployers, educational institutions, and. the general public. AIthou‘gh

the Taw requires change so, too, do the attitudes and behaviors which daily
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- pena'lize the gay actor. In Canada, where hnmsexua). relations between c(;n-
senﬁng adults in private-are legal, »there is st\ll H:t'le evidence of a -
sympathetic pubHc attitude. To provide a IegaI status for those who manf-
fest their particular: sexual preferences 1n private with 'Iega“_y acceptable

- partnevs, is not ‘e‘mugh. These people, whose behavior the law legitimates, '.

are=seldom ever visible to the agencies of social control. To declare ‘their

behavior as legal is tan_tamuni to saying that they merely have the right to

" privacy in their own homes. This is hardly a progressive or enlightened
posture. i ST 8
nf a funcﬂ n1ng gay social world is dscrucial vpr{ab'(e in’ the actor's
emerging 'If-acceptance If the novice actor ?an ﬂnd an acceptable homb—
sexual ’lmagé 'ln the vorld, he is ’erly to try to overcome the restrictions”

. ihat ultimately root in moral and psychiatric tzacnings ‘The strictures of,
mrauty, psychiatry, and law do not change hmosexunls into heterosexuals.
They only create neurot!c homosexuals.. Thus, homsexuil rights groups, ‘such
’as Gay House in I‘Hnneap s, serve both the homsexuﬂ and the publi
genera'l . Their goals qzu

ttitude changes and puhlic edu\catlon. rathe:
,being prohibited, should be acceptgd and 1m1sentéd as pubii: poHcy.-
Sm:iok:gic‘al research into the character and content of homosex: ’H‘ty
has been at the vanguard of social scientific inquiry in this f{e'lﬂ“_.
li‘ei\eirch\by Hooker: (1957;1965aﬂ9‘5b).-Huwhreys (1970;1972), and Weinberg
. (197051971) have been the catalysts for still more imaginative and pro-
Huct{ve empirical scrutinies., And the f;e]d is flch with prqblems yet to
be explored. From the data nf‘ the present study“ it' 1§ increasingly apparent
) ‘that the concepts of suh.jqctive career and cunnitment will play a large ’

part in fuexre empirical explorations.

From the da¥d in ,this research it becane’ apparent that the v!s(hﬂity .

N
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Part T

This survey is part of a s;ac'lal study being done in the Tmn cm»/‘
After data from the questionnaire have-been analyzed you- winbe cnntacted ’
for an interneu hence-the need for your nmﬁddﬂss and telephone num-
ber. .You can be assured that the information you pmvme will be kept in

f

" the uunos? confidénce. - 47 o

1) Age,
2

What. Rehgion were you raised with? (Check ane) " . .

Roman Cuhu'Hc v ey
Protestant .

a

b

c) Jewish

d Other (P]ease Specify)
-e) Non

W

yo

hat vs the size of the town or city in which you spent most of your : ]
outh? e :

0-4,999 -

5 000-24 999 . ”
25,Q00—99 999 5 0 ‘. &
100,000-499,999 e @y, are “ ./

w0 a0 T

* 500,000-999,999
.1 milljon and over

4) What is _the‘appm;iwte annual inﬁow»g of your parents?

$0-$3,999

4, 000-57 999
$8,000-§11,999

S'IZ 000- $14 999

$15,000 and over

paooTe

5

Do you have any brothers or sisters?

=
=

es o_

6

vlf yes, what are their ages?

Sisters e . Brothers R
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a) 1-8
b

©
v
~

c
d) Finished College -
§ e) Graduate School!
B f) Trade, Art, or Music
_ School s L o

e

_8) What is your present occupah‘on?
a) (Please lnd1cate occupat\on)

b) Student’ D g ] K
c) Unemploye . :

S .

The fol'luw‘mg questlans descrlbe situations“with wh\ch you may or may.,

Cnot have had personal experience. P]ease consider the sltuatiuns and

e indicate how you responded or would have r d under “the cir
In each situation assume that anyone else who is mentioned is 1gncrant

of .your sexua1 choice, un1ess specified ncherwise P'Iease respond to the
queshons 3 hunesﬂy and realistically as possihTe. Thank you. =

Part 11

Please chack™ the most apvrnpriate response.
1

th ‘ypur pérents?

Hou!d you defend hmsexua}s ri&s in d1scussmnw

Very Likely _
.Likely
Uncertain ..
Unlikely
Very I.Inhke'ly

IIJII

2)" Would you try to educate your younger. teen-age brothers or'sisters to
‘. . understand.homosexuality when they make false or inaccurate-statements:
about gay people? w

Very Likely L, »
. Likely . ;

Uncertain . -

Unlikely '

Very Unlikely "y

Would you act’ el}gma!ntain a straight image in the presence .of your
parents (e.g., dat\ng girTs, making antihomosexual remarks)? ‘(over)

. /

3
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Very Likely . R 2 6, - N
Likely : . ey ¢
Uncertain
Unlikely
Very Unlikely

[IH]

'4) Would ‘you try to educate your older brothers or siSters to unders'tand VI
= . . homosexuality when they make false or 1naccurate stat.ements about gay J
people? a

Very Likely
Likely

Uncertain
Unlikely
Very Unl ikely -

|H|I

' 5) Hould you hesitate to mention to your pnrents that a fr‘iend of yours
was a beautician or-a'dress designer

Very L1ke1y . S '
Likely . . : : T .

Uncertain
Unlikely
Very Unl 1kely

6) Would yoh bring your luver home for a meal with your parents?.

Very Likely . ’ A N
Likel

Un:ertaln

Unliki

Very Uner]y &

|l|||'

17) If he expressed interest, muld you encourage Four younger brother to’
pursue a gay way of life?

" Yery Vikely,
Likel

Uncertai n

IIIII"

Unlike
Very Unlikely

8) Would you try to avoid admiring attractive men when in tha presence of |
< unknowing and unsyrnpu\:hetic straights? .

Very Un{i kely

)Ie;y Unlikely 3
1y s

Uncertain f vow e

_Unlikel ==

o 9) Would you show physical affection for a man in public? ~(over)
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+10)

12)

. Unlikely

13)

" Very Unlikely

Very Likely - - - &
Likely

Would you be enbarrassed to greet a ”ﬂamboyal‘t'ly” gay friend ovi‘ the

street while in the company of unknowmg stra!ghts

Very Likely . i ' .
Likely u s g
Uncertain

Unlikely .

Very Unlikely

If you went to a V.D. chnic with a "soc‘la'l disease" wolﬂd you reveal \
sthat you were gay’ E
Very Likely . o !

Likely "° J

Uncertai J .
Unlikely

Very Unlikely

0
Would you feel emharassed when wa'lking from a consplcuous]y gay bar
onto- the street?

Very L1 kely
Likel

Uncertain x

| Hfl

Very Unlikgly

Would you cowcect an unknowing and qnsympathetic stralght if he spoke
of a homosexual man as a queer"

) Very L1 kely

14)

15)

s Viry Likely

Likely
Uncertain
Unlikely 2
Very Unlikely

II.III

If given the opportunity, would you give a class yresentation on "homo-
sexua'lity“ at the school you weré.or still are attending? .

Likely g

Uricertain Sy
Untikely ; . ’

Very Unlikely - !

l)f .in‘a class, the professor made statements about homosexua'lity which

you dlsagreed with would you chaﬂenge hin?  (over)



T }Iery Unlikely

i g wimg T | 1)

Very Likely
- Likely - r
Uncertain P
‘Unlikely . -
Very Unlikely *

20011

i | ;g

16)..Assume you had no desire to enter the military. If you were faced
with only. two choices relating to' military service, either you get
drafted or request a deferment on- the—gFeunds of homasexuath.
would you choose the déferment?. "

Very Li ke]y
Likely-
Uncertain
Unlikely-

17) Would you move' to another city in “order ttn avoid unwanted discovery or
. to eliminate hassles with parents and relatives resulting from your
homosexuality?’

Very- Likely
Likely

Unlikely

Uncertain oL - R
Very Uner'ly:

Part 11 .~ ) S R

The fo]lowmg par‘agraphs present situations in which the mteractwn at

hand requ"‘es some type of respol *Again it is puss1b’|e that you bave

T expenenced some or all of these circumstances Please indicate, in your

own words, your reactions to the s1tuat1ons # a

1) You have been workmg Adn'an nfﬂce for two months as-a c'Ierk and as far
as you are concerned o one is "in the know" about your choice of sexual

* expression. You need this job for financial security and, although it

appears that all .the employees are straight, you enjoy your.colleagues v
assopciation. It is Friday at 5:00 p.m: and you are headipg for the door, -
ready for the weekend. Your boss spys your departure and with a gleam in

his eye says "Hey,.you gonna score with a few chicks .tms weekend? How

about 1ining me up with one?" ..

What is your response‘!




2) You are returning from lunch at a restaurant.with three straight,
from your office. During this time a person whom you met
He is dressed in a

acquaintance:

at a bar the night before is walking up the street.

rather "flamboyant” sty'le and as he passes you and your assdciates he says -
One

‘helto with a Tilted voice that catches the attention of the others.
‘of them questions: "Hey man, where. did you meet that faggot, anyway?"
What is your response? ; e - = d

‘/ straights having a discussion. The topic gets around to sex and one of
| them says: "And what do you think of those gays? I'don't understand why
they insult society by demonstrating out-in the opem.. Why can't-they 'Iive
their own 1ives and keep their problems to themse'lves?

N :
3) You are sitting with a group of unknowmg and seemingly unsympathehc

What is your response? .

4) We would appreciate any comments you may ) wish to make about this ques—

« tidnnaire?

Thank you .for i your cooperation.
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: ’ " Interview Schédule -
5% o :
4y L. Ear'lz gre»adu]escence and adu]escence._ - ' .

=
1) Could yos please descmbe the circumstanees surrounding your f1rst homo-~
sexual expervem:e7 (Probe: place, age, relation or partner, age of partner)

SoCtIURN R T

~

Specif-acany. ‘What were the factors wh‘1ch mutwated or convmced you to
engage in that first experience? (Prahe Attraction phy., admiration
social, fear, curmswyg g ol . B :
3 | i R
Cor . WA o

.

what was the frequency of your homosexua’l actinty after your Hrst .
experience? *

seldom - once each year: -
infrequent - one each month

. 4 58 frequent - one each week E#F N
o . o very frequent -vone‘each day .
i -
L it a) For_how ’Iong d1d this frequency continue? What changas sparad|c
or otherw’lse occurred befére "coming-out"?
4) Can you remember how you fe\c about your experience after the first.time

you tried 1t? (Prohe scared, guﬂcy, regret shame, proud g'lad, etc.) -

How did your 'Invo'lvement in homosexuality develop between the t1me o( your
first experience and your first stages of coming out? (Probe: types
partners, number of partners, location, age limits, ages of partners,
differing: frequenc’les 'Iengths of relationships )

5

e,
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6) What were the mnst usual ways in whiJh you met part;\ers’ (Prube -
intruducediy a fr1end pickups, self—disclqsura and seducﬂon, > *
ent‘lcement etc.) °

7). Who were the peaple, if anyone, that yoq’canﬁided 1n dur-mg those adoles-
centrygars about your homosexuality? (Probe: school friends, brothers
x\p/a{ents teacher, counse]or reHginus person, et ) * WPy .

~ " - 5 4
8 | : ¢ 5

7 8) .MWere any of your confidants also gay? - . 2

X " ; | . ‘ 7 "

~ . > % ', y 3 i -~
. 9) How did you manage to disguise or hide your activity from your, parents?

8 10) How did you hideyour behav1br fram ‘brothers and sisters‘l .
) W g .o . T

+12) Did yod' have gir'lfriends? Did you engaga&n petfing, datinh. and: other
courtship act‘lvities with gir]s? (Probe: frequency, depth, length).




13) Could yau describe the fee’lings which you' had about adolescent.sex- p'lay
. : and cqurtship w1th girls? 3

] «

; S

g o e 'M) ‘What typss of mora’th infonnatlon about holmsexuahty did you have
s o when you were first entering into the behavior? (Prob pare‘nta1§d1s-
() s © . cussions abaut sex, c'lergyman s teachings, hearsay. et -
4 . ond 5 F ;
o
15) Did. this 1nformation have any effect upon you? If so what" (Probe:
. ¥ “non- incrlmmatmg talks with mim{sters and priests seeking i ?or-
. k matwn about mora] and ethical nnsquences) .
16) Would you say that your, sexual chu'lce as an’ adu]escent separated you
Ky g, o sncia]'ly and psychalogicaﬂy from yaur peers?
: k . % ) - _ wd :
wpe ' 0. a) If 50, how, and in what situations?
5 : . .
L) goming-out e Fow v Ty om o SMem o
- . K ? . § B
e . - How do you explain the early ‘movements from sextal sect‘ecy tn .consi
o atwn of more puB'Ivc (bars, etc.) social 1nv01vement?.
z —\ * x i; B
18) What were the factors which made this movement tbwar-ds cuming-out seem
s easﬂﬂe as -an altemanve? )
5 Lt 2
/ ] . S
# . i
; . -
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19). What made it seem attractive to_you?

20) Up to lbﬂ!ﬂ’. 3-6 months before cwing~out“ what types of recreatfonﬂ
¥ social or occ 1 activities were you éngaged in?
c (Probe: new friends, new groups new activities, etc. )

21) " Who were you Mving with prior tu,"cqinlng-out“ and where?. |
% ® - A

22) ‘During’coming-out?

.

.23) Can you descrlbe the uhoh process of your coming-out? (Prohe Did )
.-you start by. golng tc bars? _Who did you go with? How often ald you gq?)

L.g > \
24) Were ‘there any group of friends or asSnciates who supported ynu in .
the/eciswn to come-out?

. . 3 .-
- - _—
25) If so, were they re'lanve]y new friends or had they been associates of
yours for a long time? A
i v v
\

26) 'Just prior to.and r‘lght after com’lng-out did you disc'loserycur sexual.
b choice to more people? (straights) 1\ i
2 . \

., If.5a, whg were they (cloSe or good friends, lssociates enanies\) 'and'
please as chmno'logi:a'l Ty accurate as possﬂﬂe




#

32) How has it changed in reference to your hovnogexua’('ty? (Probe

mnz

28) - What were the circumstances under which you usually disclosed yourself?
gProbe: Place, time, hardward, others)

29) 'Hnw. if at all, has’coming-out changgd your Tlife? :

s
o - ke » "
2 . v
(1. * Coping v
; '30) How lohg has it been since you came out? .

31) Has your style of 1ife changed any since then?

frequency, types. of people, pemnent Tovers

33) What types of physical and unotlonal rﬂationslﬂps are you looking for

now_in homosexuality? (Probe: - for -information about success with . =
Tong-term relationships and whether the person wants this type of
involvement)

. 34) Hhat if any d1ff|cu1t1es do you face at work (at schoo'l) in manag‘lng

. your homosexual identity? °

1 " s 4 s
35) . Does anyone at work know of your sexual origntation? »



36)

37)

'38)

39)°

40)

4)

42)

-53)

What types of ,occupétioan goals do you have? .' *

Do you forsee any difficulty in integrating these goals with yuur hfe
as a homosexual? (Probe what nbstac'les do you-forsee)

N

How did you deal with the draft?

bean.

How would you describe your 1 nvoi‘vgeme’l‘xt in the gay‘ world at present?

‘- What degree of s’ig;ﬁﬂcance does homosexuality have -in your present

Tife? (Probe: Would you say that ’It was the most important feature
of your .personality?) -- .

In what situation and at what t1mes are you most consciuus af your
homosexuality? 5
What types of re'laﬁonship do you have now with your family? (Prnbe'

- parents, sisters, brothers - when, if at all, did the sub:pect vﬂsc ose
to each?)

How do you feel that homosexuaTity relates to hetemsexuahtﬂ

(Probe Hooker-Dichotomous, continuum, separate sex.)
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W. Aging -

44, As far as you can tell now would you ave any 1nc11nat1nn to develop -
heterosexual involva:ent in the future?

&'

45, >H;\at changes, if any, do you forsee in your sexual 1ife as you grow
3 .

older?

© 46, What feeHngs do you have now about n'lder men (40-50) who are ,active'ly
5 homosexual? (Probe' admiration sympathy, fear, unxiety, p1 ty)

- 5

57, Do you have any féars about the consequences of ng|ng? : ’

~ - " ¥ '.-
P
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