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xS LASSTRACT g
£ 5 : - . Gl . z
This is a par'ticwant nh';c iun study E:f huw Hn’ks to

us local ré‘&/nt/radical

to shape the:’ 1dealogy of a grnup “formed to .urutest

unemployment. The™ 1deologlca’| orlentatian of this

t organizanons help

_‘ unemp'loyment paHHcal action group is examined in relation &

' the. déveln’pmen

to" ‘a netwark of pa'HNce'I actwist groups that constitu Z:'

'radjlcal‘» hprizon' ‘ Partimpau‘on 1n this network. . .lim ts

wof pohtical sectarian tendencies among the
unemp‘loyed ‘protest: group under study.-’ Te horizon provides

externa\ ideo]og‘lcal 1&”5 that . help to br-uaden the

‘spolitical wnrldew of the a:t’lvis-ts who compose the protest .

organxzahon.known as the Commlttee of the Unemp]oyed

(COUP
explain why the polihca'l wor]dvuew of these Rnempluyed

|

twists d1ffer cons!derably from -the pulltical worldview

of Hﬁ unemployed in general. _' i ¥
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C e / a i
" .,,,-\\{My period»of_'.\
2 ,Uy\empf'lnyeu,é?an with'a

phone cell to Nora Wilson, a social

Cvacti@ Tiker for the local Catholicarchdiccese ‘and a

1983 beg_aﬁ[' 3 -two .year p\eri{m‘of reseércﬁf‘wifl{ the group,

’,’v}hi_‘th yas-q%)ﬂe inten.si;/e ior first year, 'and somewhat - -

‘»mremher‘ of' Whe group.® T\hjs phone call,_ placed in A‘p‘r!l,‘

‘esearch with the Committee of the

1;é’s's Sintensive for. the se;u’ud“:yz-a'r-. ’_Concerlning the p‘hune"

i ] "y P g™
=" ¢all, T explained te Hs. Willson ‘who 1" was and the® 1 was

\q t’e‘res’te‘d n doir\g an ethno phy’of the gr,uub: Ms.. Wilson

- " - \

~atTthe time suggested I shou\]

; ; o\

meeting -of ‘COUR on April .23 \a‘t ‘the Catholic Information
-Centre. s W™ - »

d ‘come to the ‘next business” -

. My prior knowledge 'of COUP clx\nsist'ed of having Viewed a '

"Here and.Now' -CBC presentation o\n the public meeting that

»‘g'ave ‘r“lse.‘*“ 0. COUP - in’ St. John's ‘and’a coriversation .I had

| 5 8% . E
with a sod?o]ugy graduate ‘student who was a member ‘of this >

group.. Whep'I darrived at the»meetinvé', at which there wer+

._ two dazen/

“ several ’n 1v‘idua’15"‘anﬂ stated my. pix\r\pase in researching
1

thm had no proh]ems'whatsoéver 1ﬁ\ befng 'éccepted by

©them anz “P only ‘condition I wa'nte,d ay}g ‘was.&/ant-ed was
that -1 cuf\d pa’riiclp‘a’.te as @ g‘ehera’lr‘men\lher“m the grou.p
'hut not/as- anﬁeke'_c.ut‘(vé'member. i The reéason fnr‘?efusin; any

O vi- y ¥

——" » -
ndividuals present, I exﬁ'lained whos 1" was to

b1




meetimgs

" st. John's. ™ ERRRT s i

U EE L T

"»“ .. ‘g/

pasltlon was my belief that the Hne between resurch,er,aad
actlvist would be made neamn‘gless if 1 had input into
ntters of .pohny and strategy. Even wher the group ber.ane
much smaller and the distincti‘on between formal execuhve

and genernl membership became ﬁqaningless, I _avoided making

any cnmments in terms of advncating any strntegy. My<_,'

1nvolv=ment 1n the group was Hmited to carry!ng out:

deslgnated \tasks such’ as makﬁng sure there were meetin?’ _/

|

e group, parhiciyating rn marches and

haHs fox 't
’_.d_em_)nst-n:@ \ﬂth them—/nd anendlng with them other

-

spo'nsored by other social a:t\‘on gruupN

s Doing research on'this group and its*conﬁécnans with

other unemploym’eﬁ‘ protest' groups and _left-wir;g social

y. action vgraup_s.was-grea,uy_ f‘ac‘lljta,ted by the mass of

correspondence that COUP members accumulated. COUP members

were able to h_uhd and maintain an_ information netwogk with.

) un'eilploy-ent protest groups,’ antl-pMassac’iaNons, 'f_ood

banks, and. vafious socialist snc|et1es tnroughnut not only

Canada b/wt‘ the United States and the Bnnsh lsles as ueH.

’Futher}nore, the group as .a whola Issued numerous press

statements, revorts, and pubHcannn_rs.frThe,documentany,.
evidance pruvided more articulate, ~coherent ‘statén’lent‘s of

the Ideu\ugy of these groups. "\j‘
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Aside -from "tbe .collation of doguménts &nd

1nj;1uded %on previous and past: association with

&ither polftical or, cummunity groups, the1r uork histories,

1 : . ~how - they def\ne 'the group s aims, and its. problems,. huw they

: "Ji..- ‘.-'r regard the unemp]oyed in gehera'l, and their explanat!en as L
e )

15 . ‘h “why unemnl,oyment exf®ts and “What should' be done abcut
/

1t. Other f\eld research 1nc1uded taking notes’ during

busmess mee/tlrngs uf’ the groups, reeordlng pertinent sacia]

conversat/ ons between members, and jotting down no{es' on

IR phone c?versatmns 1 had with group members.
plementing the par_ticlpant—ahservanan study of the
e .group,, @ review was made of the Hte.rvatur,e concerning

ar protest bodies and smaH contra-cultural sects.

el have argued that :urrev\t unEmp‘Oy’ﬂEnt protest grouns

are s1m11ar in terms- of organizatian and: rhetoric to .other

d\fferences that dist‘lngu1sh such bod\es from sects. ‘Such
diss|m11ar1t1es 1 cuntend are the ré€sult of these grouus
formhxg netwurks sharing a common, 1deo1ogica1 heritage.
These nétworks, 1 argue, wurk agu1nst the (solation of

the sect by provvding structura] support tn these protest

groups in times of crisis.

corres-péndence, 1 did interviews _with COUP members y‘egardtng ¥

varjoys aspects of their assoc‘iat\un with the group. This

past' and ﬁresent anti—poverty orgauizaticns. there .are




Lo " CHAPTER 1

4o 1DEOLOGICAL” ASSOCIATIONCAND THE POLITICAL, SECTi. & >
* AN EXANIKATION OF THE UNEMPLOYNENT FROTEST NOVEMET -
! ke e 3

’The extent to whlch pol‘ltica] cu!ture— lnf\luen:es

= Meology is .a sn’ﬁject fur current ana]ysis.l Hdwev many
, a

of‘ the studies in th1s area have remained at the macro- leve1

f‘theorizatinn- far example, Weber's ana'lysist of haw
. 1 ’-Prntestant re’l1g|ous va1ues shapﬁ the' '!oﬁ'eﬂcgy ot‘ early .
v\‘ _cap1tahsm, Gr%mscl 's exa]mlat\on of how the rang class™” X
obtains the. ideolagical consent of. the pro'letarlat in nrder L=
v . : ta ru'le, Brym 5 anal/ys1s of how’}locked mobility patterns’, ,,1n

1

Ne{lar Germany contributed ,to-the rise of -a more radicahzed
elligentsia.

in There-have been fewer ‘'case' studies on __

- " how culture shapes "idéology. In this regard Stuart Samgels '.’
) ' .study of how English pol{ﬂcal lnte'llectuals and - art1sts “in
. the-. Th1rtles came to 1dent1¢y themselves with the)/uork\ng}
classes :is one of :he b,est 1n Lpis fve'ld.- However,
T ethnograpMc'studies 1n ‘this area are few and far between,
and fail to discuss certam key ISSHES, ‘such ‘s the ro'le

assoc!aHons or prior: \dfolugical belief may have in

expladvﬂng -ent¥y patterns. jn contra- cultural organuatiunt
This is a case study of huw a group, of" Individuals
Whose (deologipal orientat\uns are derived” frbm a parﬁ’c\ﬂar

set of provinc!a] organizations atbempt to" ‘act-as a vanguard’

\,pb"l\i_t(c'al‘ protest body for thﬂe. unemp1byeﬂ of Newfoundland.




R th%r,\as I will

-who are also me of a well lntegrated‘ o,ca'l‘,f\
@xtra- parhamenta&fﬁ‘] movemant. Therefore It am

'concernéd with the factG‘s tnat help coalesce the pohtica] %

cnapters. However, t,h‘is vanguard’ anti poverty organhation
'15 not' a sect, ‘Q :s0, far as: 1ts 1deo1ogy is mot an all

_inc]uswe v1sion whﬁoh explain’s the e\IHs of the world._

‘wor)dv1ew sf these po’l1t‘fcally mjnded unemployed individuﬂs
-that compose (tre ‘group, called the Committee of the

':ln depth ethnMphn: study ofe th1s movement. SR

,argument found in a cofpus of such varled works on re11g1ous

-'ovr poHtica] sects as Festinger (1957), La,ﬂand gw‘ss)! :

This!me’mp’loyment protest body is a vanguard

"'gani‘znnon An

the sense that it, artiou!ates on ‘a regu'lar ‘basiy no’litioa]

sentiments not u§\|1a1]y-advo téd by the mass of unemployed

people. . Thls fact will be bor\fle oyt ‘n subsequent

monstrate, th]s unemo]-oyment protest

group ‘s M]ftlcﬂ] outiook \s borrowed from dctive phyers

Unemp(]oyed (CDW). Exam1’ﬁ1ng these/factors requiras an .

Ethnographlc monographs wr.itten on sma’ll_
contra cu'l'tur lm‘gan‘lzat{ons Qo/,svua'l\,v concerned witn

_1dentifylhg the factors th;!t separate the \ndivfuls who. ? e

assoc(ate then;se'(ves wi h these ssects from tnose who do' T

>nut. More often’ than. not suc’h e;nnographies are studies fn'
the soc1ology ‘of “deviances and ;re primarﬂy interested in:- T
uncovering the inherent pathologies tha} explain“why these

persons deviated from a-fixed norm. Essentially this is the

Y S d ey o bk




.nent’l_y encapsu’lltes the dilemma of tf
<'r‘ea\1ties' or. .ideas. Conseguently, g|ven tms concegtion

’prqtest groups thn are. an

"s:eks new "recruits,

5 : e .
0'Toole I1977), and Ha'IHs (1973), where~-the general thesis

is one “of huw personal .1n:l_1mtions. while a]ienating to
a large audience, 'ure'r‘einfnr:ed and renarded.i_ a

“therapeutic" setting such.as a cult or a political sect.

+Whatever the rejection of their beliefs-and.practices by
.-members of. . the lu‘gel‘vsodiety, the sect members, within: the

_'conﬂnes nf the novement, have their ‘fears aHayed for they

are in pntsessinn of a higher truth; for example sc|ent|f‘lc

soc1a'|ism or d‘lanetics, or, For that matterf, Marx s

-cnncepﬂnn of a political seci:. "o Toa-]e s work ‘on. Marx!vt

sectﬁ'ians detuﬂs the emphasls cu]t or sect members plaqe'

on dogma. . ? i o, & . S
Tt {8 'fanat'l:al' adhering
'chnracteristically to "rig!d dogma® .

4 .or “rigid<orthodoxy." Its membe 2

(5 are. self appolnted defenders of “"pure"
doctrine, and .thus is “narrowmindedly
“exelusive”, recruiting only those deemed
worthy ofamenb!rship ln this
cognoscenti.

. TMs farllulqtian of a sect uhi:h Roge' O'Too’le adopts

ing to retain

Heolng_i:cal clarity unsponed by contamination from outside

“of radica] pnlchaI mnvements,,lt is doubtful that sqaaH‘

apitalist in orlentatinp such

X av's ’khg unemplnyment protest movement can ever ‘attract a
"I'arger audien:e. _This emvhas‘ls\ on 1deolog|ca’| purity, aé

.O'Ton'le asserts, cannot. ’Iead to nctiva prose!ytizatiun which ~

or - each new recruit present

‘. T

a dﬁger :




X actively cha'l'lenge the status quo.

5 gF ideglogical nun-goniormiéy',‘thai: can lead to écnim." Tﬂ‘e

threat of a schism caused by new heresy ‘clearly prevents |
small, radi’cal mDVemenis, whether “a]d Teft" or "new left'k

1nsp|r-ed, from grow\ng mto larger sucia] movements that can.

'rf'rHowever, the sect desxgnatlnn, as apphed to

micru pnht\ca] mnvemants, _‘

a_v .be too ex.c1u51ve. CalHrvg

these move’ments ‘sects"

cu'ltura] mv'ljeu such organizatmns are born into.

be the pmmary exp]anatory factnr that‘ accounts for why*
!nembers are a!:trac!;ed to new organizations. ldeoloqi.cal-

prediépusitiﬁ'ﬁs ‘-0r,-as Bi‘y'm >(1‘3>80-) suggests, b16cked"

muhilit,y patterns in perlods of h\gh unemployment ‘serve as a

more -cogent r‘eason for. why peuple Join what are“_e/%&nha-lly'

nascent pohtica'l moyements. “0‘ 601&, 1p h!s study*” of

Marxlst sectar1ans rarely examines the \arger universe of

'saF]al class hackground for Marx1st» sect parncinants 'vor_'

mm1tments, secnndary associ ations,

the role past pohnca’l "

famvly background, ethmc ha:kghund or pr‘inr reH iunrt.

be'l'lef play \n exp]a?ning the tra sformat\on uifitngsé_‘

1nd1v1dua1s Lo Marxist- sectariins.’ m

Classic\ethnagraphies of _'purely’ esoterh: rellgious o

(1967) and Daner (1975),, do tr-y to ‘accuunt for 1deulogdca]

'sects, such as Lo‘fland (1966), Festinger (1957), Hale» i

pred1sposition - e.g\, 1n the case of Daner expla1n1ng how, P

Mpp1e worldviews» would pred\spose someung to becbme a




i 4 . \ .,
religious. ascetic (e.g. Krishna Conscwusness). hr Lofland

noting the’ occu’lt tourist. tr‘ade of sp\r\tuallst hod’ies.

Some studles on pulltna} movements such as American

communism try to explain the, ro]e ethn\:lty ;Nays in shaping

-,_ the composition of - the party. whﬂe D‘Taole s work dff_ers—a

aluable, insight. 'nto how these r_adu;als see the wor]d, it '_ 5 .

ich’ bhey came ro—" i

'rgaH.‘y_ do_e.‘s_‘_.[w_t éxpise the process h,v~'

3 vview_tihe iv‘o'rld' in sucb a hght. .

Nes” 1) | “fhe Linmits -0f 0iToolé!s Analysis Redarding Micro-Politics
E .Th_e‘mar'l; of success for -radjcal social ’movémen'ts

lies 'in the trahsition "from mi'cro- to macro poHHcs,

g from a small core of act\vuts to a largev‘f

gi T 1.é., mov

sympathebic aud1ence whose coHective aims were . and st\'l!v‘v

are \denncal t hat of the core graup. Certainly this is .. %

the expressed a1m of many actlvnts‘\n antispnverty and

L Z ;unentplayment prutest grauys (Cloward and" Piven, 19775 Nestv
81, Hertz, 81):° .For 0'Tadle this transition 1vs“rare1,y :
3o A possib]e faor radica] se’cts‘ becau'se4their 1ns1stence o\n

ldeolcg1ca1 orthodoxy makes compromise Junlikely. . Attempts

to attract new . members are, he beHeves, mtentlomal'ly

0y designed to faﬂ, thus |nsur1ng the sect's precarious v1§1nn 8

\. 3 -nf a’ future utop1a and the ro‘lev they

A1 p1ay in, shapir

»
this utop‘a

3 Sympathe'tic outsiders repea‘:\edly‘

i exhibit shock and disbelief on- being % ‘
e , Febuffed, insulted, threatened and, LT a8

8 reduced to sHence at 1nternationalist

»




g 2 : :
public meetlngs. § = > . ” 4
BsE Plaus|ble though it is, a view
, of the S.L.P. members engaging in’
» ‘earnest. praselytization and coming to
terms with’ failure and disappointment by
the construction’of d rationalization
* whteh demonstrates. their success is not
supported by cTose analysis of the
- sect. ,Far from-engaging in, the
energetic  activity of which_they
boast, SLP member's appear to be elyi- 7
<= going through the motjons of educational § Lt
* and propaganda a:tivinesvnd indeed,
.seei to aim-many such activities at
targets wgich vlrtua'ﬂy guarnnte: thelr
failure." "

'[he ‘ruut‘lnilation of prdserNution" huthis case
dces\fdxkt\ermine why these bodles neven go beyund being'

small p0'|‘1t1CA| fr1n@e gruups. Tha jdeah)gy of these

movements, besides being tata]ly foreign ‘to most memhers'

of the dominant society, |s so. cohesiv’ that memberg can 3

exp'la!n auay and ratlana“ze avery trouhling aspect of

the- hrger socigty and declde that effnrts ats mass

9°

conversion are a waste of tlme. Be|ng a Iaral the

:has‘lcilly translates |\.o the vieu tnat 1nd1viduals should

aspire to becone tike us and prove tl\enselves -orthy of

our a:ceptance. Selective memhership renuirements are’

the hal]mark of the moral cognoscen_ﬂ rather than open

attempts at-mass appeal. e i .

O'Toale S analysts of fringe noHHcal mbvements wn

s“ggests that these/movement .are just anuther varlat‘lon on‘.:

esoteric, -m11|en1a1 cu'lts. . What becdmes ‘cléar As thu,t

‘puliti:ﬂ sects are at a di_#_ad-v‘anuge when' 1tvcom'e_éb to
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mabﬂizi\ng resontr‘“es for political- change‘\_Smce sectarian el
tendencies preclude co- aper‘ation “with outside interests,,
cruc\al ,support f’or movement building is otherw\se
»sacrlilce}i to preserve the sanctity of the sect's vision.,

Resource mohﬂlmtlun is not a. sign%flcant problem for

N . .soc1a1 mcvements, nascent, o'r uthervdse that are mtegrated

.or be]ong to a cammunity of associations that have sim11ar

Agoﬂs and sympath\es (see Snyder ~and\T1lly, 1972). Suéh

'aH ance netwarks‘ canposed of smaH decentra‘l‘» ed gr'oup's
work‘lng under the banner’ quadH:a] or mfnrmst polihca’l
‘agendas’ 1nc|ude feminist, peace, ecological and the var:m : L
groups that consntute the an’n poverty movement in Canada. B

¢ The potential: of Uiése alhances for “Working together et et ]
great, considervng [as: 1 wv]l demonstrate'm the- case‘of AT

COUP] most of these mnvements share sim’lar goals and

more often than not 1ead ng spokespersons for these gruups' 4y e
T are d_ua] members of other socia] mnvement allvkannes.' Such"

features are .of an ad ‘hoc, “nature and should not, be'

N ’:nnsidered as ‘ideal typical' in. any sense.

For the purpose of {his study I conducted extenswe
fle'ld analys1s with a\ graup of primarily unemployedl
1nd|v1dua1s who camprised a ful\ employment organ!zation.
This field evidence 1s coupled wicﬁcumentary (ewdence on
other simﬂar bodies. This resear:h s supplemented b,y
= ) he]ev‘ant texts concerned w1th I:ne 1ssue of pour peop'les_

(novements ‘and yheh‘ relation ‘to th,elstate.‘ Given \th@: these
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not
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i pov
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coun
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~
ployment protest bodlés do articulate grievances

cnn.ernlng hlgh unemployment, patterns of ,e’bonumic

roo

age]
pay
par

[

thn

com

‘1'ndlvv‘i’diual's dlrectly afﬁected by poverty

elnpnleut, and state welfare pollcles, US lmpossible
to dlscuss sallent points dealing with the grnup/state

relationship. .

The Ad Hac Features Of Unemployed avsmen_ts'.

It 1s necessary to construct a \ist of features which *

dellneat_e th 'type of or‘ganlzatloﬁ from.a s'ecL. “Grass\

3 'poverty' b les in thelr most recent form date from
- has, contruverslally been called "the rediscovery of
rty" period _of ‘the 19605. Dunng t 1s perlod these

struggles l:d 1ncrease state welfarev

L.cies’ organize
ents, the provision of .publié¢ - houslng, and ln certaim
ts of ?.he United States urgamzed campalgns to make
-~
10

ous people el1g1ble for. welfar‘e ass]stance. A fac'us

full employment hecame more predominant”

-Sevent!es and: early/IQBOs as ‘a :Hrect result of

re’cesslon and state,corporate cutbacks in hir\ng. A co mon

pqsltlon‘ of thes_e_ bodies. : They were ‘on’ the
litions .between -"lntell’ectual' activists (i.es)

l:ere.' ecademlci‘ ‘interested clergy, ptc.) a‘.

Mplo&rue_nt. Hl;torlcal parallels may be. drawn to'v
' : T

ead running through these organizatlons was the social’ _‘ :




movements in Great ‘Britain and North America, particﬁarly
in the 19308, where ‘groups of unemployed péople were to a

large degree organized by committed Marxistsil

istorjcal
‘evidence on  these groups suggests that whxle unemp]uyment
‘councils!' were numerous and succeeded in winning small
coucessiion‘s,f»orv the unempIa d, @hey__ did not succeed in,
V‘Ivvecomir\'g ‘a ‘potent; well-gstablhshed m‘ass.rmavement, vdespﬂ;.e )

12 gakke (1940, 1041) clains

claims b] Cloward and. Piven.~
'that such gruups .could not sustain- themselves for a \ong
period uf t1me_, given the )trans|ent nature of the

Most of these unempluyed counc-ﬂs, according
14

unemployed..
to Bakke were usua]'ly run’ h_y a’ smal] group of act\v\sts.
f A_nuthe_r. predomjnant fe_at‘ur.e ]-xnkmg poverty groups
‘of -the 1930s :and more recent groups 15\f0und in the

i \pth\cal uutlook of the population segment whuse interest

4 they are tryvng to advance.‘ Studies conducted by Bakke
(1941),.Jahuda (1937), Lazarfe]d (1941), Scholzman and ‘Verba’
(1978), Hayes ‘and Nutman (1981),‘Brathwane‘(lnz), and
others suggest that, while the unemployed. have a heightened” .
degree uf class consciuusness, this dvues not trans'late, very
often into systemic po'litica\ action, outside of periudlc

outbursts of vhﬂence.15

> The ‘long term unemp'loyed ;vhe_se_
‘s'tudles conc'lu'de, are social isolates who w1thdray from
. organ!zed communlty and polnlcal U'f».e, and’ alternate
,,hetueen blamhlg the system and themse!ves for the1r

unew"loyment.' 1f there ls a poHtlca] anernative wh1ch)

.

<



"ii) Ihe Nature -of External Reality vs Internal RéaHt!x

current victims of unemployment could ‘respond to, it may
likely be Jsome variant on favscism, 1f’lo'ne accords some
c:edence to links between social psych:ﬂogical "indi'cators of
the unémployéd _and ihe appeals of fasz:ism.‘6 Such are the
dilemmas which unemployed protest bodies are faced with.

\
’

Sgge‘.(:aggidgra'tian on Sect-like. Propensities .

‘k suc_1alipr:ob'lem such’ as unemployment a"ffec‘t‘sv-larvge
numbers of pegp’]e’. Applying the' tervﬁ ‘deviant’ to'-organizéd s
groups o‘f unenip]qyed ,|qdiv1duaIs_ is preblematic. Drgar!i'zed_"'.

unemployed dev.iaqé:frum the Tlargér group of the unemployed,

"who canbe best classified as anomic, in the fact t}mt'theyj

But these bodies maintain lines
of support to symﬁ_‘athet‘lc generalized others (g.g.’,.st;cial

. i N
democratic parties, labour bodies, mainstream churches, .and

“ progressive interest groups‘).” This contrasts sharply with
i 3 L s

sects whosé ideology: negates "any -social ties”ar‘ a1_]|ances wh
_witlfn othe»r's‘oc_i/alll’i‘nstitqtians (e.g., ~left poHt'ica'l
parties, the unions, or.similar minded religious. bodies,
esoteric or not). Here we‘ must emphasize tha‘f’t"ﬁis'is
particulérli true of'urgaﬁizatloﬁs on the far lef.t in North
‘America who rgject co-operation’ with centre-ie’fvt_'hodies on.'
the gro“unds"-tha’t it stabUhe‘s"the,bour_geois state.
Interestingly enough, recent eviden‘ce on1 the acytiv’i'nes of

neo-fascist movements, eépenially in North America, also
g [ . ‘- $ §
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seem ‘to defy the political sect typology, w’Mch wuu]d_,‘
require these oréan1zations to be isolationist and }efuse tg' .
c??npron§s'e their ideological 1ntegr1ty by associating with ° C @
other bodies._ The far rlght 1t seems‘is‘ highly

. inter connected and coordanates act‘vit’nes, whether they be ’

oF a soci 1 flnancial or para m{litary nature, despite ‘. ib
Neolugwca’l d‘lfferences, no matter how ma.jmr.18 o )

; One observatlon regard(ng current unemp?oyment protest -
bodies is’ that they assnt:late with ‘other protest’ bd\'djes ..:.
'(e.g:‘uﬂion lea coa:'ht'lo_ns, pea_ce movements, consumer
,vgr.oup's)'. Unemployed peaﬁ_]'e as.a whole do'not associate with
'the,s‘e' bodies. This observation will be Borne. out 1’n‘a Tater

sl 2\
chgpter. Therefore these groups flnd themseh}!"in a

7parado‘xical situatlon.’ thle cla1m1ng to 7sp\$ _for the,

unemployed as’ a'muvement, there is no‘ movement"u‘f the-
nnemp'i'uyed‘to 'speak nf. In many respects unemp’loyment
organizations fit Gramscl's gnﬂysls of movements that -
really do not have any Fo]lowers:
v B “'Van‘guards‘, without armies to back . /
» them-up, 'commandos' without' infantry:or . g (.
e artillery, these ‘too are transpositions . 2.
from the' language of rhetorical heroism -
-. though vanguards and commandos as
" specialized functions within complex
. and regfgar orgamsms are quH:e another
thing.

The unemployment protzst body under study is
essentially: a vanguard without an.army. As a rersult, a
constant ter\smn is maintained in these bodies: regarding..
thelr capacity as spnkespersons ﬁﬁke unemployed.

& g -11-



As comp

| i 8y

¥ “
ensation for lack of visible’ success—in attracting

the attention of u}e 'unemployed :ertaln features may appear

uinnn the group that exhib{t .some sinllarlties to poHch ’

sects.‘

political sects same of ‘thése are:-

Theseé similarities include:

1) Examples “where a protest body prr)vides an
5 essentlﬂ]y "therapeutic” senvice fornits members:
a social out\et for 1deolog| al outsi ers. Ve i

ﬁ conpensatory belief a doomsday scenario'
as a \method. of galvanizing .reluctant potenthl\

.members 1nto po'!ibica‘l act(nn.

3). Aﬂl activ1t1es are sooner nr hter conducted

by alsma]l core of commjtted individuals who .

are glso the most prnficlent at archlatlng
c.an id ology.. 4

s:'of the unemp'loyed or paurrfror!l

1) V|gorous prase'lyﬁzatlun is more common
than routine proselytization, since such bodies
have an educational‘ccnponent tn their uork.

2) To kegp themselves established in the pubHc

eye, which is the main means. of contact they have |

with their potential audience, all activities are
designed to attract media attention. Without
media coverage of thei tions the contention
that these.bodiés are a "Voice' for reluctant

masses wears thin "and ereates -a sense of anxiety.

about (the -group's ‘role ‘as- it relates to its
/uotential audience, in this case. the ‘unemployed.

3) Therefore these bodies have to- capitalize
on making the most of externally generated

issues: that are concerwed with some aspett. of ~

Zunemployment.-

4), Outside ofamediy exposure, the only niheE.

source of cohtact .these unmr_;oyed protest
groups wouldshave with the unemp

‘provision” of direct services, e.g.,.in operating
food and clothing banks or provid‘lng counseling
services. While jnme\unemployment groups are

12 N
& b

yed s through !

5 e
Howevgv-, th‘ererutner features that cIearly separate_
t

grass. roots. mov




- ‘. '-' ) /

capable of both dellvering media- conscientixt‘g
educational component and providing immediadte

& material aid to the unemployed, the source of/aid
is usualiy the finaneial largesse of sympathetic

y bodies, particularly unions, and, in North America
particulary, Christian Cnurches. Sométimes

-~ the state may provide such funds through m;ke -work
schemes. o o

Despﬂe the servlces these bodies may pro{nde, the :
colimon intenHon “of unemployment- protest bo |es 15 to "

organize the ““employed as a vocal fdrce.zo ¥ . &

‘Maintenan Ideol of Su

What §epar'at:s ‘the'ppvertyapnemp]‘oyment'pfotest‘
bodies from other well-established, movements is their.
'lack of “a wider, ympathetic aud1ence whose suppnrt can
be ;punted-on when needed. The organizations -representing -
the unenploy’eﬂ are com‘pe’lled, if they vyijh to continue their
existence, to_gngage in activities that oftén ‘serve mostly
. .Just_to _broa‘dcas‘t the  fact :.\that an org'inizati(ﬁl does exist

For the benefit of the unemployed. - Efforts at being

- politically. active, IS well as some prov{sion of direct
material aid also have to, he maintained, for they are the.
only ans to the unemployed these bodies have,\and for that®

Amatter the only method -of recruitment. Legftlmacy as a ’
represenqﬂve spokesgroup for ‘the unemployed is’ derlved -

“from these activities. ' Yo

The role thay beliefs play In these organlzations

- must he examlned as part of the idenlog!ca] prcdlsqsitinn .

=

<13
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of the 1ndWidua1§ who compose tRese groups. It is not just et

a .question of how heightened economic deprivation: (e.g., the ..
current economic recession) may_ lead to politital
"discbntént; oth‘erwise there would be more cases of such
nrgamzations. While ‘the individuals in these l?‘od)'_es .
fma_yv bg u_nemployad,v ii is their past and current socfal <
reIatio’ns that determine ‘the polit‘ical direction of "these-
protest bodies. I contend that'.it is a 1arger oppasuional

'cuiture that gwes these bodies an 1deolog{ca1 ‘or!entation

that rhffers cnns!derahly from the mass unemp]ayed.v This

cu]j:ural mi]ieu, which I,-‘sr}a’ll :al‘l §_"F-ad|cnl horizon", : B
-sustains these 'projto-inovemﬁjlts’in tijges of‘c‘risis. ) = \/'
Fqi-the purpose- of, this study a-"radical horizon" - v
is de”fjvned as d_local network of 'individuals who represent
1’ntere‘s_t groups wh;§e .ideo\u_gy is" derived from new st;cia1
mo;l‘eme‘n_ts ;u_ch as the pea@e, femin\rt* and the
'aevelup"ment eco]ugy nﬁvemeni,vand who are engaged in‘
achlevmg some form of "social transformatlun 1nrpo1it\cs,
Lcu]ture and the arts.{here we include primarily the interest’
groups: of the non-governmenta]-§ector). These Meologi:al' . Fg
netwnrks .are Wissue ‘or\'ented in terms’of conteﬁt"',ﬂ o
and are primarily based' on loasq assaciatians of cnncerned
citilens. Bv‘ym, Aptheker,.and Touraine have notL\d the . '..
prevalence of left ur1entat|ons |n the -educational system,
the humaniti\es, and the’ nun -governmental sector. This has

been an uveraH cons1stent rising trend s1nce the pdst war °

..-14- ' .‘ % o



era in practically all”of ‘the YndustriaHzed vest .21

However, as opposed ta nations such as France and Ita]y,

‘ where members of these servl;:e sectors advocate radlcal

bl . political solutions, .the political horizon is, as Brym mutés
for North America, mare given to réfurmi’st pu'litics. 'Eithelr

. way, this hu,r-'izun'. has to be cunswlered a furm 'nf
. - 3 . 2

1nst1tut1una11zed 'Ieft\sm. In ‘some respects the r’dlcal

i hnriznn supplants. in a local cantext sramsci‘s conceptiqn nf

A >the. vanguard party. ... Tﬁe r‘o]e fnteﬂectua\s oF the radica’l " 5,

horizun play in’ the id.eologlcal direction of /proxo movements

&, ‘such as the unemp'loyed movement " is to create an uppusitwnal

R poHHca’I culture which members in thefnascent hodiés -

‘adopt ‘as credible. o " .' o
© However, since-.the economic impetus. for creatmg
mass fmovement a,F the unemployed is thwerted by t\He

% " _apolitical cultire of the unemployed, the status of “

political, ‘organized unemployed prB'tesb bodies 1s shaky..
The radical iorizon, while ‘capable of providing struttural
'support to these had\es, cannot confer legltimacy upor these A

: : " protgst groups. Legltimacy in teriis of belng 'true'_

';)

q _representatlve§ of the unempluyed is derived ‘from
association w|th,b.rnad/segments of the unemployed. o 5 S

The'_pr‘a_b'lem is, how does an_.unemplv'oyniént prﬂ_.q'st

activist .define his or her role-in a culture’ that.f;é\eﬁn]ngly‘
rejects. ‘his or,‘h‘er efforts to radicalize it? 1I.will ‘show,

- how, as perceptions of internal/exteirnal realities .are.




S yan (—A o § . - - ::/' .
confronted; 1de,oloﬁica\ perc‘.;ptlons are.shaped throughva @

*, process‘ which can he"best descr\'ﬁed not as éunversl‘on but as -
ideclogical ma.tura\tion. By hemg"‘idea]ogically ma?nre" e 2
refer to o« process: whereby an |ndivmu‘a1 in a common setting
gradually dehops a'mdre comprehenswe Tpolitical worldview

whn:h gary kﬂettena place 1n perspect\ve the under]ying nature B "

of various’ sucval and Eﬁﬂ:ical eventss. "‘Eonvers1on',’ as it

used in_ socwlogica] examination.of sects or poMHcﬂ

warldviews is wrnng]y extended to describe these grnups.
F1rs|: of < ally.- converswn denote§ a rad1ca’|, abrupt change,
regectlng éne dominant worldview in favour of a new = C‘/
R ‘Inc]uswe warldvmw. Tmfconceptlcn of conversion is .-

( 'apprapr!ate for -explaining the role myst!cs play ln the L

N ‘. deve]npm«znt of re'liglous sects, Tms con:eptwon uf

/

conversum is very much evident in D'Tnole s anaIysis of ' ‘*__
's .. -

Marxlst micro-ponncs. .

.gxposure.to the ideo]ugy expounded by partic1pants . .

. the radircal hor\zon and -the ;onfreres who work {in "

“these unemvhoyment prutnst bodies is Gefln)tcs]y a factnr

- 3,2 . in enhanc‘lrig the political development of unemp]qyed A
’ protest acti’v1sts, but it is'not withoub%ertain obstaﬂes. g
The goals that members of the radicals horizon may ‘articu]ate
st . mvay‘ not’ a\ways be the: same as.’ unemulo‘ymeet .protest
.- activists, Tmo may advocate what they deem as mor'; pressing

4" priar(ties., Therefore, -whi-le the radical '_Hpr115n '|s,

lnstrumental in ihe.‘sh.ap(qg of ‘movéments that reflect - -
3 ) 7. & . o
A S ) " ) '
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/. nattonal cor;cerns, e ) unemp»‘léyment, it does not control:,

them per_gse, but: rather ex1sts 1n a tentatwe alliance with 5

them. This tension is essent\any between 'mtellectuals'.

of the radiﬂal hor!zon and’ the concerned unen\ployed whu

cnmpose the memhership of these organ‘zahons,, and is
re.flected primgr”y in questluns of strateg1es to' he» 5k

.pursued in terms'o( stimu]aHng and attract\ng the5>

_ unemployed. 5 Th1s tension uften«-stems Fom how unemp]oyed‘{‘:

activ1sts

npposed to |ssues that refJectvt-he nature oﬁ

oppresslon, defined by the
radical hor\izon. < U‘ltimately 1t is

control and leadershw

p'r'iori.tle

moveménts~ Tﬁe radlca1 hnr!zon, very, mm:h 11ke th

/?nguard panty does 1ts best to make 1ts concerns, whetherv‘

hey be Feminist oppression or peace |s ues, the concerns nf'

the unemployed protesn proto-movement. Eramsm nbservhs,

- : "Neglecting, or mﬁ‘se stiH desp'}sing,
. so-called Pontaneuus‘muvements,- .
cdeedy ﬁall!ng to.give theh “a_ comscious - . 7 4
© -leddership "or.to raise th¢m -to a’}qigher I 3
4 o ® plane. by -inserting them“into. pahidics::: iR
. may often hzye extreme!y serious'
2 conse.quences. >

This 1s prec1sely what members of thez radfcal hor’izon

try to do desp‘te ‘the rambhngs of the act|v1st unemployed.
Dacumeang the role™ such a- paHtica] “cuttire. p’lays An the\'

shaplng of an unemployment protest tiody is’ crucﬂﬂ ta an-
Vi 2




understandlng of how radu:al so:ial transformation can be‘

achieved. Morq 'mportant’ly

it Hns such stud1es out of ~thé



CHAPTER 2
THE chsE OF ruz COMMITTEE OF THE UNENPLOYED (COUP)

- The Cpmmittee of (:he Unemployed as . an nrganlzatwn

In (act effor‘ts‘

,attempts it mo i ‘ing the unemplpyed in great

e

umbers ‘were

ith |ndifference e o ey

"a mu est bu: actlv member‘shiu“ -

Toronto Union of Unemnloyed Nurkers

. do - find that it is M’;chlt for

thé “unemployed people to ‘organ
“beéause many of :them.hav@. given
by feeling theéy 'are wrong and t
¢ Lit7is their fault tney

" United S;é | ca Umon‘
o dinator., for three Ontario unemp!uyn\ent

cammittees (two in Sudbury -and one’'in *

: Saulte Ste. Makie

emhe,rs went’ back'
ved away .and’ t“ng/-
olidarity -Movement.
Been',active with.




P : . T "If we are .going to speak for
‘'the unemployed wg' should 'have

- ra large membership" I'm. .
: resigned .to thé\gact, were nut 4
going ‘to - large
membersh\p at’ th\s point." . . ;
.7 v Coiments. expressed by COUP member © . - :

. ) du 1ng an interviéw :

% - _"y P
. G
N These .comments ref\ect re @nt stud1es on the Iack L

of ant\ca] m11‘-tancy by the unemp'loyed (Scho]lman and"

' Verba 1979, Leventman 1981 Kr‘ahnv Luwe rand Tanner 1984).;

Furthermure, such ohservaﬂons sugges; proh]ems fur bod\es"

‘hat seek to radicalize the unemployed

wnat is notewarthy
ab ut tthe aforementwned commeuts

e thelr remarkah'le X "t

% siml]amty. The vnstghts of unemployed protest gruups

)
regardmg the frustratmns of organizing an- apol tical mass
over’lap. 1hese comments on'ly serve to demonstrate the -

typicahty of. the Aroup under study. Act\vlsts must square

the1r expectauons w(!h cur‘rent rea’llties

namely, the

non-militancy of the unemp]oyed. - iy
_Eindings ‘7 - R . e B ;

. . e

S 1) For t‘ne purpuse of the study, core members, of

which there were na more than ten, are individuals who -
hecause of'duration, voca] 1nput, and tak\ng part in Y .

.committee S\ponsared'init\atlves are deslgnated as suth. ' ‘. 5

N Inter({ievdng, recorded notes of meetings, and. cn]léction

.an 1ns1ght 1nto the perceptlon of these achists_ Hnat_
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P -~ s
emerges from, thedresearch from the résearcher's point “of
view is a highly cunslstent consensus regardlng selected
categnries of 1nquiry. Comments expr-e.ssed in all three
modes of data gathermg weye grouped under’ headmgs nf
perceptions of the. po!{ical potent\xal of the, unemployed,

strategiesl concernlng roup dlrect\on, and percepnons of

_unemployment vis 3 ‘11‘5 thi po'litica] system._ L :

'Comments» reflettin’g as»sumptions nf::he’pros’pects

— " for. soc\al uv{rest among the unemp]oyed tended to var_y

over t\me. Partlcu]arly ub.servahons an the prospect

“for,: or the lack of potential militancy, corresp,onded to the .

media's coverage Df\unemployment oriented, issues, As, one'

vresponuent, a‘ thirty-year old former cook. and -labourer who

had the idea 'of--éetting up"‘the group, noted:

"The - press did, Mfor awhile, treat us
as a voice of the, nemployed."*

From the researcher's vantage point this seems Jto be an’.

___a.gc.urate observaHon. At its conceptinn the group. -

attracted cons1derable luca] media attention (ie., press,

radlo, and television), televis1an spots were arranged with

. the aforement1oned individual to discuss the Ia:est increase

'ir_f unemp]oyment ngres. Another member of the commvttee
B

This indiVidual left the group after 2, year period
+ -but, even--after this-person's departure (John Murra_y
: \ that |s) the press strll fu]fined this ro'le.




. faj

‘was' interviewed fbr™an ‘article on unemployment for a

nat|
to

sig

was.

nat
Sub

€

i

’ihgep

fa
19
-me

for:

ional magazine;-x}f‘ur‘tnermore, members of COUP. were asked

comment on con‘secutivg federal budget” and’ other

nificant economic Happe’n‘i“ngs. l"nterestin'g].{, }r}onv
recru_ivted into the ngLIyAaj_t'er hi_s_‘appearv‘ e.on a
ionai talk. show where he di,scussed‘ his uneémploydient.
sequentiy this person “made other te'levisian appearan\:es,
resenting ‘the «nemplnyed. Such media ‘attentiun was

riy prevalent during the, f\r-st few mcmths after COUP'

.n. The Committee s. reiatiqnship with the madia

ed within a few months, un]y to increase dramaticaiiy 1n

4‘Xantf 1985 after the add on' of newer. members. coup
bers wouid often receive perfunctory calls from the press; .
t,hirty second radio spots on their :omments on the

est unemhoyment statistics.

< I'n ‘some respects the attention thls gruup receiveu

"lected a rather \c\onstant fixation on the spectre of.

 5° unempiayment. This was particuiuriy evident during

atter part of 1982 and 1983, when there was a dramatic |

-inqneas‘e natlonaiiy in the nnampioymen‘t figures. This

prpmpt‘ed increaslng specuiation on the possible: social

coh

seqni‘enc\e_s of .massive unemployment: This 1nevitably Ted

tof

B ,{yhe

m‘

what' Geoffrey M‘unghar‘n 'referred to as a morai panic;
re certain morai or social guardians of soc‘lety believe

unagine that certaim social; phenomena (e.g., high

urrempioyment) pose threats to the social order.

vy
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/Unemployment as a political issue has become the pr’qper‘ty of

not only. all political parties in Canada, but the bhurches
and Labour. Federations as well. - Given thi§ fix/tion, coup

bathed in a media ]imelight which was not of their. own

" making, for they did little to actually warrant‘m‘edi_a

attention.* Media"expas'u}‘a in their minds legitimated their

- early 'aft-s*t:a'tedA claim tifht they were a voice of the

unemployed.

Consequentl,y, when media interest in COUP dech"ned, D T

V,fee'ling of he1ng used arose and this Eentiment arous@d

doubts  as to whether .they could_,artlculatg for thg

ur}‘emﬁloy'ed,y.or even if'théyr kne‘w where the un’empluyed

. stood. This was evident in their comments on how.the

electronic media would n‘ut'&]]ow them to make comments.
John Murray, age 30, f‘o‘rm‘er;chairpérson of COUP:

™Look "all they wanted was .a human
intérest story. How I was barely
surviving, not having an’ adequate diet
according to the Canada food guide. You *
know living on Kraft- macaroni dinners =
and that. I mean it was just a human
interest story, you know, show the face

of unemp]oyment and ‘admity “"yeah,
unemp1oyment, it's a crying shame. ' They

didn!t want to hear any comments

on what'can be done."

Field nntes‘referring to C B.C. 1nterv1ew
f informant which was conducted
outside a CJE.C, office

w. Later .COUP members, as jndicated in chapter 4, becam1
much more adept vat.manipulati‘qg't_he media. . 4
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Another COUP n;ember reiterated similar experiences
when he was 1nterviewed following the c’rJeation of his
Utopia Christian- Sncialist party:

"I knew I didn't get a chance to speak
my beliefs. They wanted me to play my
guitar and sing a few songs from my
~boat."

* Paul Janes, ear'ly ‘thirties,
part-time fisherman’and labourer

One 'C;OUP member. who presented a brief to the
NewfoundTand ‘and Labrador Fevderatfon nf Labour noted ,
that the C. B C. did not want him to comment on the group.

“The interview was Just straight
forward -'.talk about my-experience
being unemployed how I had -to move
after I could not afford the -rent.
How I can't get a-Jeb, how nearl
every one in my union local [IBEH%
is unemployed.. Naah, nothing about
the group [referring to my question,
on why he did not state he was a
member] . . N
s ck Galsworthy age 47
i B unemployed- electrician

Such unsatisfactory experiences with the medla led

to an ‘lncreasing ambivalence -in deaﬁl(ng with them. A

te'levision appearance was stalled by ‘C:B;C. execut1vés
vﬂhen ‘John Murray wanted the stjpu]atlon on the interview
that the G.B.C. would mentio.n what COUP’stood for and wmﬂd
comment on the re;ource manual, vhelp guide for unemployed
pa‘rsons.v Later Murray 1issued. a wa“rn1n§ to ocﬁerA CouP

members to come to him befuv"ev'fssuing any statement to the

press. ' ; w7 » . ' ) -
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& Access to the media, especially in the fashion COUP
nﬂct’ated, never became Va/ta«ﬂ'ity'. Efforts designed to reach
the unemploygd*ﬁ&;{\e/ncourage them to join COUP were through
the median It was @ssumed at ’ Hrst that by having
4nterviews anﬂ (ssuing numerous press rejeases ‘COUP would

become -fairly well krown as an advocacy-protest organization

. of the unemployed. The promotional act1v1ty'un&ertiken by

‘COUPnever did attract the numbe'rs the cammlttee expected.

In many cases V;\ffﬁe sight of ,a new person cum1ng to- a
meet1ng was snme:hlng to celebrate. . i 4 o !
_Lack of contact with the unémp’lnyed became 1ncr‘easingly
apparent after the first.three months of’ COUP svmcept.ion in
March uf 1983. Frevioust meetmgs were well attended,
largely composed nf indiv’lduﬂs recruited from a public .
rtu held in March.; Explanahnns account1ng for this

non-. expans1un were voiced usually_ in t‘he form of criticisms

of the group as an entity, gartu:ularly that coup members

should ‘be dolng more.:

I see the Comm1ttee as having Tost a
- sense of direction. Without directione
we' ‘are .going nowhere, what we should ~—
seek is more contact with local groups,’
- network over issues of ‘mutual concern,
and .have dealings: with other provinciql,

PR socfally progressive bodies. %
T g \ ! “CarT Hellyer; .
L. Gt . % . . grad student

"I mean, we-did, we sent out 73 letters '
to various community groups - it was 73 .
0 Wasn't it - Ken - to -sound them out on -
g p the idea of sending partlc‘ipantsl_to a, -
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tent city demonstration to be. held Aip on
Confederation Hi11 - you know soup
kitchens and education workshop.
What was our ‘response. None. Not

» even a single reply. I mean if the
;nlterest isn't there what can you
o

' . Jo hn Murray,
[ f1rst chairperson of .COUP

©
" see COUP as a voice cr,ving out in
thg political wilderness. Frankly 4
I'm discouraged, when I came back
v from.Labrador I expected to see this
group -having grown. . Not decreased.;
b I don't know maybe we do need more .
puhHuty"

Ken Dowis, age 29

(later hecame chairperson af COUP) i

'

What;COUP needs to dois to provide
services to. the unemployed. .We need
better food-banks in the thirties
there were cooperative vegetable
gardens, COUP. could Took into the
. prospect -of- getting crown land for
,ardening., I mean we -have people
~~ “here like Noel Rv, who know how to
"organically farm. If not ‘farm as ‘I
mentioned before .we could get in-to
. previding ‘good, cheap clothing f}§

1

# kids, Nora's husband is a weaver an
. draper, we should use -‘the resourc
~ © that we have- avai]able. o TG

Jane Crewé;- age 30

Criticisms voiced in private to the interviewer

wefe usu Hy much harsher and more direct. Faflure to

rea,ch and uttract the unemployed was attrlhuted to.the
per-songl character(stiics ?r certain individuals. Lack -

of d]nhﬁib individuals a‘n'd skilled administrators w‘lth’

v
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_+unemployed persons, handing out fliers to U.

good credentials .were the most cited reasons expressed

personally to the researcher on seweral occasions as
. s

.~ reasons for the non-expansion of the group. These

criticisms were most evident from individuals who were

u.n the periphery of COUP.' Non-expansion, which more "often

than not meant Tlack of 'puvac exposure, did produce

considerable tension between COUP. members. Individuals
on the periphery, who in many cases drifted away, came fo
see COUP as a-clique that had its own 'rqasons for. staying

together, This éentimeqt was best ,express‘ed by one member

who' noted that .

|

R

"Couwp is the result of. one man's
-neurosis and one woman's obsession."

. Noel Richard 40,
carpenter

Since group .expansion”was linked to establishing
more contacts with ,the unem‘p’loyéd_, numerous ideas were
advanced by COUP membersAtb achieve this end. Préposa]s

2 4 " L
included holdigg variety conterts with reduced rates for

.‘v claimants at
C.E.C. centres, ‘and holding political debates between t‘he
three provinéia1 political leaders, However, each new
|n1.t|a‘t'|vve ,fai]ea;to attract th;a expec_teg recrlii.ts., Such
efforts only attracted a :f:'ew indiv,i&u:‘l“s who attended
semil\;rs. 'Coﬁfg‘onted‘with the reality of declining

enroliment and the prospect of’ few recruits in the

fur;seealgle future, various exp\anatlions were proffered by

Le27e F o, LT

<




an incongruous anomaly.

COUP members as a way of understanding what seemed to them -

statements on the nature of the chronic unemployed,

target group for mobilization by this body:

"Unemployed pedple are hard to organize
anyway, they drift a Tot, -essentially
they are hard to keep together. However

"1 don't .know how. th¥ngs can change for

. Anothér

4m(‘1nths

hnemployment protest body,

the unempluyed if they don't ban
together, it's the only way to put- a
face on it It's.a way of -drawing
attention to. it. But how can .you puc a.
face on & drlft\ng mass.t -y

L4 %

N - Sue Jones, 24 N

Tlhese perceptions included numerous

the main

cucktaﬂ waitress

informant, whn was vnth _coup for a period of Hvs‘

and was a member of a prevmus provlncial

>

the Newfound\and Association for

Full Employment, stated that the lack of mi'llt?ncy among t[e

unemployed/p'lams why' organizations such as COUP can

never

mann

'\J Faced vuth the reality' of an poanaHy unmotivated

mass,

X

"COUP. and. for that matter any other
group will be successful .ds the

WeducationaL ‘[the politicall Jevel of

COUP members felt qlajer external,

the unemployed goes up. Even the
umons can‘t educate their people,"

radically transform the apathy of the unemp1cyed..

€t? to direct,the unemployed 'in any 'poHHca\

Noel R1cha_rds

While

perc‘eptinns of the unemployed shifted from a r.i‘slng:rad!cal

28 .
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‘unrest among the unemployed., The

. Lk

movement to an apathetic mass, aH"_CqUP members, even

peripheral persons, believed that certain events could
a =

violently radicalize the unemployed.. This scenario varied

fram person to person, but the concéption of the unemployed

s a N
B remainad the 'same: 2 violent spontaneous moveément of the

unsmp'loyed wnu]d appear after some calamitous event

The unemployed will get militant if F
ou have. something simiTar to what 4
is- happening . in - B.C., ... government
that just keeps cutting ‘back on
services; staff, welfare programs.
Down the road sometimel this..year *
you'll see peop1e demonstrating when

- this .government [provincial] really
starts cracking down' *o cover their
loan payments to the banks, you,
know to reduce the deficit, ‘then ¢
you'd see some action.

There were other varjations on this 'spark that

. ignites a revolt' theme. Indiviqua'ls who saw The causes of

unemp10yment in a pothal dg_pendency context believed
that some sort of world depression, possibly caused .by an

international banking collapse stemming from defailt on

.third world )oan‘s, could initiate enormpus social protest.’ \

Even’ members who envis(oned such scenarios sett\ed for less:
complex global thecries of radical potentla'l and expressed
the oplnion that changes in governpent could promote social

fbe_lieved that the sugul

actions of conservative governmments couldwcreate an

“atmosphere. where protest becomes more legitimate. " Before

the Mulroney conservative government was elected, vakfous:
cour members'.'fe’lt‘that since the con’serva}t!ves‘ would,

-29- . |
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1ntraduce various 'belt .tig'hteni»g measures', particularly
L0 regard to unemployment lnsuraﬁ‘c\ek, tﬁere wu‘uld i;hAe
considerable protest. “Dpinions on-the radical potential of
_the u‘nemp]oyed varied according to cnntext.— 'Fmal
-inﬁerwiews produced much more deta”ed accounts of the
events that would Le;d the unemployed  to .Parge‘-scale'
pv‘:o.te.“sts.. C&n\versatiuns' with- members _r.tnr'ing busi‘nes‘s
meétings or on snclal visits produced less‘ rbe’té‘ﬂe“hut

om:\;)y meamngflﬂ cumments usually.in the form of pa sing

comments. or qu1ps such as " Na1t ti1d Mulroney gets in ‘and

watch out", o r¥ther general zxpressiuns;_as‘
“things are goin§ to have to ‘get a
lTot worse before they're goingf(to L
better. Cause at the rate thi

. are going every third perdon in thi

E country .is goi to be nnemploye
over the next § s

As members of COUP began to realize that the -unemployed
were not pohhca]'ly motivated, nevertheless'these beliefs.

cantmbuted to the feehng that COUP in the_future cnu\d‘
.

. provide more of . a leadership role to the n;w'ly radicaHzed N

unemployed. Orgamzatmns such. as- COUP, or other similar =™~

'
bodies, most COUP activists, felt :o‘uld dir»ect such prntest-‘

ance it did:arise. Furt%rmnre, since’ s’ume members ofr
COUP defined COUP'ss i‘ole as® voice for. the unemp]oyed this

vanguard pusxtion was seen. as-more defensﬂﬂe 1n this light:

o™ "Well, l suppose you can say we urm t
s .have. many members, '- well that's an "
: upderstatement, well -cer ainly a small
-but enthustastic - o ybe ‘not
enthusiastic - definitely cqncern_ed and. -, T,
u B E — . ‘ :
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a hlt dis111usiuned membership at times
‘who as ‘a group try to speak out on £
.behalf of.ithe unemployed;" who are . .
not ‘getting .smaller mind you, but
& . T were still pre'tty much- a voice crying
] A out®in” the darkness with. not~to many
people Hstening thaq}gh someday 3f
tMngs get a "lot worse I'don't see”
. ~  .this country: fmproying at all there 'wﬂ] 5
" . be more of. “rote for grnups like: u f'

COUP Strategies .

. Siratedies were concgrnen with estabHsMng

.cantact Wit . the unemp]oyed and lncreas1ng qv"uilu

effectiveness. Strategies mtent on - broadening confac’ts

vrith the unemployed shifted several hmes, somet\mes as ‘a

rewlt of develubmenbﬁ happening with other unemp]oyment

protest groups._ylmna]ly the idea behind COUP was: ‘tu have

a drop- in centre where .the local unemp]oyed cou1d~ ta]k or

eugage'_n_ vnrious sucla] amenﬂ:ies However, at the ' \

.proposed that COUP should have‘ mare of a, nuHHca] action

e (1 wi]l exp]aln'huw‘ L

considerab'le debate over this: o\:her poss
directions. ldeas 1nc1udecL sacial centres, counseHng

serv"lces, daycare pv‘avisions, cooperaHve agr‘lcultura]

gardens, unemployéd, stu‘v‘lvul handhnnks, and. the', puss1bil1tyv:

of COUP becom!ngva discussion - stndy group .ana]ys_e the

conséquencés of Tobbying yersus demoristrating
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demonstration (COUP hdving re:elved no rephes from 73-.

provincial, communlty groups, ‘mainly, rurdl development‘

,‘ 8 oSy associatmns and unlons), \t was decided by COUP members - to

ot cuncentrate‘on organlilng the local urb;n unemployed as

ks oppnsed to ra‘H"yTng ‘the. rur,ﬁ'l unemployed-. F voa wh\]e H.

ticu]ate, that COUP cou'l

'Hns’

for the ennre Newfuun land nemp'lo_yed1

quick1y abandoned afte the Tent City 1dea coHapsed,.,

'tracnng the Ioca] ") emp'lo_ye'd pr.ove‘d to .be ‘an even

'y .more dkfficu]t task. ln W€ ¥

Shortly after the \Tent C1ty coHapse, which one

- member’ beheved cau]d have created a, muvement in June of

‘ 1'983, it wa$ dECIded t‘hat a pubhc me.eting should:. be

held betwesn cummunity res1dents and a pane] uf nnemployment l,‘

R “expsrts

((.e., Soc(al‘Ass‘lstance executwes, Emp1oyment

. Development Counselors, ouP. members, pubhc ufficmls, and'

qu§ socia] s‘tlce groups) %

h' was  he he|d in Mundy Pund, coup (

4 reprESentanves of the va
N @ Pr. trr.to thls meetvng, vjh

’nfembers, mnst notab?y Jane Crewe, ohn Murray, and Nora-

_.HHH ms,; convinced\other members that the on’ly way the

'unemp%oyed cou'ld be reached was; through going uut and \ !

i vmeehhg them on” the local level. : Puhllc meetings were to.be

(arranged in are‘as characterized by exceeding]y high

«unemployment, part'cularly Shea Heights, Mundy Pand,

111 area uf St. thn's.

_‘Hrg1n1a Park and the F1ower

o e et '. Jaa




T.her'e n‘as ‘an as‘sumption Atha’t th; ;-_r_s1dentls of the‘se
unemu'lnyment ghettos‘ would relish the chance of harisslng‘
these ‘unemplaynent experts‘ and conseuuently uouh; as a
. matter of course 'fiock to the ieéiings. Preparation -far*
the event meaft 1nundat1ng the entire Hundy Pond arei-’
with posters and fHers.' Stnres, hmles, and _guhl\c neetiug -

-phces were an qovered. ‘Hhen the metjng o:curred' on’ly the “

- -Vofficials and notnrles shovled, the unly mem’bér'of thvr

g‘enerall pubHc who attended drnve |n from Seal Cov.e.;
Suhse‘qn‘neqt]y‘ all other puhllc mee§1ngs of this sort “were.
cancei'led. coup members could not understand why-no one i
came from the area, or' for that matter Any other part nf the *
city, slnce It was a’ well pubche_d event, as these
conments indicate:

el :hmot for the like of me figure
out what went-wrong;. this whole area
was covered. with posters. I mean it
.can't be because of Chuck and Di’~
being in town. What is it with these
people are they afraid to show their
faces or what.

Sue Jones, 24

“"Let's keep this quiet.- I don't

. want- the press hearing about ‘this
one. Hell, we can. always say it was

a small but interesting, enthusjastic

turnout if the press decides to'ask us:

mean it's' wvague enough to mean

anythi/ng." (the press subsequently did)

Jnhn Murray, chairpersdn'couP
b .
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.. &
, “."Maybe the only way you ,can, get
these peup'le (social we]fare rec|pients[

B ‘interested is speaking out ‘and demanding
\ a helluva ot more than what 'they're
getting is by continually visiting these
areas’, and knocking on doors, having tea,

with these people .and from.there
networking with their friends. That's

the only way you can turn them.into a2
sacva] fnrce." 2 .

L ’ . Jane Crewe’"

- . ‘ S

"Too bloody, Jesus apathetic, they’ .

7 . . just don't care; ‘that's what.welfare % ;
d does to'you, look around tHey (referring

to Mundy Pond residents) ‘don't even take L

care of the housing>they're. .given. Gad, .

I. hated this place when I. was -a cop :and

I hate it now, We should have kmown

better, We should have- expected this i
[referring to the non- exxstent

turdout]."

" Jack Gal sworthy,

Th\is pattern of ;hogk, a_ng"er, deni'grating the‘
unemployed, and ‘where-did-v‘:e-go-wrong?,rituﬂ' followed *
every COUP .public debacles "The 'fault did not lie in the
group: but "in the soci‘a1 ctharacteristics of the unempldyed,' a
social fact barely cugmzant to COUP members at i1rst‘ The
public meetings were scrapped in:favour of" educationa)
seminars and film showings perta'lning to various aspects of

unempluyment. Sume members thuught that provid!ng»

hengu/ial, eJucationa’I lectures n.job ret.rainh\g’,k

financial management, and so on, wou]d b¢ worthwhile and tﬁe
unemployed would be 1nterjested. Imgilicit in this idea

was  the .thnught tﬁat the ser Td also dttract ﬂew
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members t6 the “groups. _Unfortunate:ly this prnvad not to be
:he case. The lecture series attracted Ro more than 12
participants for the" entire series, despite being well
advertised. The film series fared Tittle better. COUP
‘received a gnud furiout” at“one me, since 1t was a c1ass|c, N
the Gr gggg of !ragu", yet no one nn\‘.side ‘of CouP members-.
4 showed for ‘the other; films. Need]ess' tc say the film senies
'attracted na new members,- or. for that matter ény of'-t‘vhe.'
' la‘ teractivitigs. K. R | o
Meiber Insights into COUP's Wistory .-

i phnstant failure, despite the continual round of

n;ew activitiesy pr‘o;iu‘ce'd serim‘is _qu.es-t‘iuni‘ng regarding
t:he nature of the{orga‘nization.' Discouragement with the
apavt:hy‘ ofe the unem'p.loye‘dv'reached r?é‘w heights with the
. dismal tur,nau'i for't‘he Tecture séries'vand the reméining
.CJOUP members (cir:a spring of 1984) fn'c'usseti their -attenti‘on
on COUP" s history and - in some! respect~ ried to ‘place COUP dn;
.a‘ deparison ‘with other unemployed pr:%\)gdies both past

and present,  With each successive unsuccessfl activity

j mments were/.elicited,on ‘the:-perceived credibility of:
'UOUP. The ‘credihil!ty gap' first: arose at an early
‘.'business ‘meeting’ of COUP in Aprll of 1983 whe\! older,,ma’]e
qrade uninnists‘ voted to ‘have an executive structire for the
iommttee despite the ohjections of the ynunger ‘toup members

tho believed that 1mposing structure on CUUP weu1d stifie

360
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member participation, Fpr_the older COUP members,lnaving an
executive political etrurture of -chair, vice-nresiden:,v
secretary and treasurer was essentially a de rig_ﬂ;
attribute of all_arganiutions (i.es, you needed it to be
taken seriously). As nmke paseed 'credlhilivty' meant
being seen as a vhble von:e for ‘the -unelp'loyed, which
méant establlshing conta:t Swith ‘the unemployed through’

nrluus,act!ﬂties. The danger was to.be s,een as not

be1ng s’er‘io‘us,’ or; as . the phrase'went, a tea- party'. “This |
term grew out uf a convarsatwn u-lth CDUP members regard!ng
COUP's predecessor, NeAFo E., in which the researcher noted
that in a .conv rsation with a former N.A. F E. memher, the 2
! ex-member expres d dlssahsfactlon with ‘the radiialness of
N.A.F.E. Py sxying it'wa a 'Marxist-Leq!nst tea party headed
up by S e WA 0 oo Other coup mémber's

prlrt'i,culérly Tom Quigly, an unemployed teacher, expressed.

/sﬂllar-statements to the effect that NARE was a markist

/ talking. shop' and ‘he felt that it was the radicalnegs of
e N.A.F.E. which preventee him from being a full f.'i_edgedv

member. x

A 'tea pirt,y' was‘s‘ometh‘ing V‘COUP tmembers sought .to ‘
avoid becoming at all cnsts, being a teaparty meant CUUP no
longer had any’ relevance tn the unemployed. The 'Iack of °
,success with yubHc acnvities and the poor recept‘lonv 'of_
'COUP's prepared stqtement engendered comments- of being out
of touch with the unemplayed and that COUP had in fact‘

/\
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become a teaparty affair, To combat ‘this potential status

of nnn-relevéncy ‘newactivit(es.were always planned or

discussed which would make the group releévant again in.

the.eyes of the unemployed.

Some .of these activities

included instigdting a debate between the three provincial

party leaders. on reducing Newfoundland's unemv’loymght and

j‘_oining an anti-ppve}rty taskforce that never coalesced.*

3 Yet despi‘te engaging ‘in ‘activiti.es to overcome the

image af‘a ,{tea party,' cb!mr!ents on tﬁe validity of the

allusion were frequerit, While COUP strived to prevent what

N.A.F.E. and ‘other radical economic protest bodies had
—F

become;, i.e., teaparties, there were times when COUP members

to, COUP. "

" J | i
"1 hate to say it, but we ‘need more |

commies,  we need guys like N, J, B,
G, to stir things. up, not only in
the group but around the whole provipce,
] mean were going nowhere now, we're
iust a ‘teaparty. ‘I mean we talk about
unemployment ‘and wor1d events at the
meetings, do the same. afterwords over a

~few beers. VYeah, I wish there were more

commies around."

felt more N.A.F.E. radicals were needed to restore vibrancy

N

Conversation in which John Murray, Ken Downs,
Nora Williams, Tom Quigley and, Jane Crewe

S were arguing over the fate of the group-

bttt

* The premier's office turned down the idea.
" .
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This was followed up by a remark from Ken Downs:

"It seems.that marxists-leninist tea
pafties do tend to get more members - '
- who knows, ‘maybe we should turn COUP

dinto that kind of an _outfit - even
change the - name, make it sound more
radical,"

‘In many respe,ct»s pns ‘blood iransfus1on'_ argument- of

recrufting marxist, radu:a], skilled urofessio'r‘na]‘ ar:g‘am'ze

s a device torescue cour from" obscumty was qﬁi@‘%.

consistent with ~the endless rounds of new group activ1t1es.‘
Furthermore, one cannot deny the positive aspects cf soclal ;
reipfnrc,ement that group membersh.ip pr»nvv\d‘ed,. LCack of
success. and diminished expectations for. the future should .
have foretold a quick deﬁise for the Committee, yet it
persisted for well ovér an entire year. One- consequence -of
the bactivity COUP members engaged 1n‘was. that it.served a
jatent function of a primarily therapedtic nature. The
majority ‘of )ndwidua'ls in COUP were chromcaﬂy unemp]oyed
1nd1vidua'|s Whose experiences with being unemp]nyed “had made 4

tnem bitter: E : .
"'The biggest mistake I made in my‘
1ife was sixteen years ago when
decided to become an-electrician
.instead of remaining a cop.“(”

"Social Class. I domst=know, I ‘can v
gue;ss it would be an adequate: v
des¢ription to say my parents are
middle-class; well certainly my, father
being. a déctor, would .be upper-middle
class. Me, I belong to the superfluqus

. class.* I mean who needs me; l'm tota’lly

v superflous." & et




“ don't know the answer.

If 1 did

- I would be working by now. There

must be something wrong
maybe I'm screwed up. they

with me,
[referring

to COUP} wanted .to turn the concept: of

unemp‘lu,yment, un;
clagss. -They're -prior
scre d. 1 dqn't know maybe

into a

*"Actua'lly most people call me an

‘“‘ 'asshale."
Dlstress over’ perscnal uQemploym

offset by membership in the commlttee.

enc was to a.degree

Membership pv‘ov1ded

. both soclal support in terms of fnendship and an easlng “of .

the’ tensJan where 1nd|v1dua1 unemp

) persgnal failure.. Defining persona‘l

1oyment ‘is seen-as

uneniployment as- a

resilt-of defects in the soc‘lu economc structure was to a\

degree d&vﬂed and reinforced through

identification .with

~the poHtlcal nature of COUP. The p‘ual nature of COUP

(as indicated in Chapter 3 kwas_ derived

from key individuals

who were members of horizon, ‘groups. COUP members realized

they vere not ‘alone in their effor
unemployed (through contact with s

they were vague‘_ly -aware that t‘.here.

ts to orgaﬁize the
imilar bodies) and °

was a tradition .of

working class 'and unemployed protests that existed prior to

CDU.P,' not only provincially, but nation

ally.. Lack of majbr

\}isib]e successes only 1ntensif|e'd' feelings. of‘imﬂvidual

self- daubt and denigratﬂ)n regarding 1nd

in turn affected the futuré of COUP.
Deflning persana] unemployment

defec‘tf in the antlcﬂ system is'

. e i % °
many, unemployed :(Scholzman ‘and Verba,
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and Tanner 1984).) The exceptions to the rule are

® ) unemployment that '1"5 directly attri‘buta‘ble ‘to mass shutdowns
of industr:ie-s (i.e., company's fault, not mine) or prior
I;eliefs,, experience, or shared realities that help deﬁne

3 .per‘:sona'l unemp)oyment as.be'ing rooted in the polit\cal
e'cen‘omy. 4 Mbst COUP members outslde of the tradesmen who
Jeft. the group earl,y in its .history were well edlr:catey,:

fairly érticulate, and had .associations with va‘r1ous,"c1\/1c‘

. oo -
‘action bodies.* Later in Coup’s history, its members

.become' associathd with various groups in .the radical hérli,on

3 of St. John's'(see Chapter 3). In two cases, individuals
had once ‘belonged to a unemployed protest body and were
xmembers in two d1ffere_nt marxist-leninist parties. As for

v e political identities, ccr:e individuals id_entified themselves .

o gs&being either socialist ur“‘socia] dy’noc‘ratic, ‘but everall”

Coup's outward political manifestations were quite ;i_mITar
to other ,c‘anadian.unemployment protes_t'gr‘ouﬁs, left-of

centre non-partisap, but ‘not to extreme:

"The LUUW is an. organization, not

affiliated. to any-political party,

whose membership is open to all

. “unemployed workers who agree with

$ our demand for decent’ jobs and support

y the struggle we are- carrying uut to
- ! defend our rights."

£1"The Toronto Union of Unemployed Workers is a
non- partlsan political action group-whose purpose is to
DI ; <, _-organize unempluyed workers.

- ke ; .
* CLoES, NDP /cnnstltuency assoc'atians, disarmament
groups, mative rights concerns, feminist bodies etc.,
ol the rndical horizon of St. s.] "
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"COUP from time to time engages in
politic¢al activities ... COUP meets
regularly and at these meetings a wide
range of topics, is discussed from
routine business to the discussion
of possible solutions to unemployment
+ss COUP -has sponsored a number of
special. public meetings,  seminars and % . .
films related to the issue of. & %
uynemployment. -They have been designed .
. ds public education projects to - & & ‘
— »st‘lmu’(ate discussiun of unemployment. I 3 /

Y g CTU T A short History of Caup
’ ] B o wu CAEM. 1954..#'
i

' Contfnuous dlscussmn on the cuuses uf unemp1ayment mas ¢
a prevalent\feature whehever twn or more COUP .members

< gathered. Part' of _this constant dvscussion stemmed’ fram the
fact: that red’u:!ng or al\éviating unemployment rested on-an
adequate knuw]edge of the sub)ect.» Over. a period of tim‘e
the COUP members who hung on became qlnte expert on “the . -~
various facets of the uvymployment probvle_m. Members uere
acquainted"witn va\rin‘:{‘s official definitiens. of poverty.,
‘industrial dev lopment p‘\ans in Iceland, Laborgmg E:erggui ‘o .
by John Paul S,"the number of times Canada had élgqéd .

international agreements supporting thé right to "ml

emp]c‘yment, and so ons Cunsequéntly coup \ndivfduals ‘were
adept at offer1ng detailed reasons for the causes of
unempldyment. - Unemployment was defined in-a’ fasnlqn that‘
borrowed ‘a lot from}Gunder Fral;k's_ adop§|on of depéndency
. theory to ‘h;'ca'1_ Newfoundland pi’r‘f:umst.ances. Esséntﬁny,_
some COUP members subscribed tu‘ the theory’tha‘tﬁewf{ound]and

was "systematicalily underdquelloped for the purﬁose of

J TR - 3
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:enrichin'g variou$. metropole nations. As foﬁ‘ global
7 o]
uneaployment, ‘only a few members of COUP were -nj‘ toloffer

 detailed explanations for the rise of unemplaymeint in the

capitalist lndustr[a] nnHuns. Sn-etirles they, might argue
that a failure to modernize prnduces unco petitive
,|ndustries and the resulting low spend‘lng by thréatene\dlnr
une-plnyeq sectors of the working vopuhtion contv\({_butesv to

increasing unemployment. At other times he -same

'1n&1v{dfn1s uould comment that unemp]oymex‘ as been’
increasing thmugh the 1ntruduct1on of new technoldgies:

ﬂit's a combination of m\\n_y Vactnrs.
™ ... 'Structure of world economy and the
= econom(c structure of .thisrcountry
mainly, A certain degree of
bnemployment. is you see built jato B
the capitalist system. MWhat you iy
havé: increasdingly in Canada is corporate
monopolization and the creation of
oligopolies which drives out many small
businesses. With this monopolization
you get automation, which I think has
eliminated certain clerical jobs I
might have applied for. "

Ken |Downs
.

"What is unemployment so high? Part )
of it is computerization lapping up |
jobs. Poor government management of
resources, no long term planning for .-
industries. What the government
should is to stabilize the rate of
unemployment, actively try to bring
it down =-. I' mean we have ‘space,”
.resources, skilled people - I mean
there's no excuse for it." \

Sue Jones, age 24
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"Unemployment, the cause for it rests --
well-its. the fault of the multi-national ‘e
capitalist system, sinp]e as that,"

Noel Richards
- '

- ¢ “Can't talk about it in economic

terms.. But where I'm coming from,
social actiom, the priprities -are .
mixed up, -not with people, profits
are to be maximized -particularly in

@~

5 ’
resource development, profits are [ =/

siphoned of from thie lesser resource

rich’ areas by multi-nationals. - Industry .»
+ ¢ s capital intensive, rather than Tabour

intensive’, i.e.y high unemployment.

_ Politics plays a large part., W@y our s
system is riun. on a four year basis
politicians only offer short term - g
sn\utians and there is a real lack®
of long-term planning." |

Nora Wilson

. o
Solutions to «thé problem rested with the adop‘tlon'
~ ¢

of la’ng-tem industrial strategies, state controls_on

‘re-investment and capital ouftflows,bank nat{omatization,

th® creation of more worker-co-operatives, iese., socialism, _

+Even COUP members who did not identify ‘the-selve‘s

. employmenty though members-realized that éven pqrsumg a

polnically as socialist argued for ‘greater state .plann‘lnq

and control over the econony as a means. of ensang tne‘ ®

public weTfare, A1l members of the COUP core felt that the
Canadian_state should live up to 1ts,':ummitmént.tu full

-poH_c_y of full employment {wo;lrd‘nnt totally eradicate the

problem. o -

- 5
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Government job creation programs, varticularly the
.varfous federal make- -work scnemes, were derlded by most

COUP members as being only temporary banu aid so'lut1ons,

i
which masky the true extent of the pr-obl m. Tnis was |

‘i1lustrated at an early COUP meehng 1n _which 'there was

a sp'lit between the trndesm’en and the younger -k:hronn:’

u»em[ﬂayed over ‘the mer1ts of make work schem,es. ]

“uhat‘s wrong with make work schemes,

T should 'be actively going out and getting':
thype. 1 mean’ some work is hetter than

"¢ ' no*work-at.all. - What do the unemp]uyed
nant, an. It s, money in ‘the: pocket,".‘

s James He1sh§59
) former, LOUP merber, . = - -
" S-t. -John s District Labou 7

“Makework doesn't so]ve the . prob]em.
4. What we want, and must look for is  how. -
T to Crﬂte‘pemanent‘*ﬁfrtndﬂeeure
long term job's “that give the peopl
the feeling they're doing something

_worthwhﬂe and..what's more portant
2.7 that' they are worthwhile."

4

. L 3 A . ’ Jane (frewe'_-\'- 2
) “I.know that. ' That's all ffne and =~ . o, b
-dandy and-I -believe government 1sn’>§ - :

doing enpugh. But what about aTl .
those people who .are desperate for

work. If we. could geét -a few grants on s} ¢ (
& the go, maybe COUP. could hiae some <
people. oy

J’ . = 3 3 2 . James He'lsh

j . -
"But we were.n\"t set up-'as another
. Job.creation hody, CQUP' exists to-
. raise the issue and draw attention
£ to the problem; it would be wrong .
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s - '_ : fur the unemplnyed‘tn per:glve us’ ln
m o this lght 1

' 'Iessv han requested through the Canada Hork

Y. lccupting !14 700, sor whltever
e amount -is;

#.a.part of it now.. I would have been
far happier to-see 'COUP holding' a press
i conference in which we outlined our

=46

program,

wé-'have legitimized.
‘the state actibm.  .We're stifled dn:
a way - we.can't. 'say the government:
“turned us .down therefore we can'tx
P criticize ‘government programs we're-

reasons for reje:ting the money and .give - ;
reasons for a dissolution of the
_Cnmmittee and d!sband but stHl work .

- . 5 Ao " Jane Crewe o
\ ¥ v (other embers expresse_ﬂ similar .
A ek views at .tMs polnt )

Toup

Cr_‘eu‘e;
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together *for a common purpose. It's
_sounds like going underground doésr\f‘t
it : .

/’ L : Interview Jané Crewe
" N , Saturday; January 20, 1984
Other membergs: did“not’ see it this way, for them

CouP | w,a's-k'stil'l_
of ‘t‘_he'“sta,

'_t,l"l'e“‘serv.n:es"CvOUP members ted were unavaﬂab'le from uther

Hso'ui'ces, par‘hculaﬂy
'Federatian of Labour. This rank]ed COUP members since’ thny

hadv been pr_omised more than moral support. Federal funding

was t?\‘e onty alternftive. Jdt was- justified as pruvi:ding a-

necessary, informative service to. the unemployed and

-employing three members of COUP who desperately needed the

ko ' The -three-individuals; John M, J‘t')hn‘ G, ‘and Ken o,
]e‘]d ;pih;a'tmes: for .the pr-ojec‘t at’ first, but e% soon -as
d(fhc/u]ties were evident i'n t‘he‘.pruj'ect's ;zroducti'x;n,
expressions such as the project is "a ]ark" Dr "l'm only
dning this to get"my stamps® ‘became cammon. -The . acceptam:e
of make-work funding ‘consumed the efforts af the CQUP
members who' Nor‘ked on - the prx)\ject, and this produced

Mev!talﬂe back- Mting, Which hampered the direction of

future COUP activities.

Socla]ﬂ movement literature cites numerous 'examples‘

of how millennial sects or '.po]i-’t‘icﬂ ex‘tre‘mlst sect,.s‘_cun

an 1ndependent.ent|ty, 'not- an ex'tensiu'nA.

Funding to ‘the dégree sufficle’ to: permlt

. Newfound'land and Lahrador-:'




remain highly active even” thoogh the :haogi»g nmmén
sitoation has rendered the movements little more than
‘hi?torica'l oddltlesl Continued activity in the face of
adversity, which is an accurate description of COUP
.=x1stence as_ a Aprotest' group, is quite similar to the
pattern for reHgious groups. or sects. However, as opposed
to the sect these unemoloqunt groups.chave no fixed ideology
which can be nellgiouﬂy'adhered to.. The |doology of COuP

or other nnemployed gwoups can be best described with the

adage "begged, borrowed, or stolen" It is by no means the X

case that the Meology of these groups is characterized by

rigid orthodoxy; in fact these groups can be quite flexib‘le'

in hoj_ﬁ‘he react to external_reaHHes. In the case of
COUP, ‘when it became apparent 'th_at any effort would produce
-only limited results, COUP members began to view any attempt

to éreato ‘a:movement #1he—unomoyed7asrbe|ng_unr_ealist|c

and settled for the less

__alted role of being ‘a wa{ch-dog
agency that would monitor and nr"o!‘est state action if
'neceséary. COUP_could act as a vanguard ong‘aniza_t‘lon of‘ the
unemployed only if nzooalyo'tic circumstances !ran_sfnrned the

unemployed In‘to a radical mass. f " 3

A constralning factor that 1imits ‘the po-l|t|cal 3

potentia] of these gruups is the unemployed status. of the. )

“individuals who const'tute nrganizations er COUP.

Prolonged unemp'lcyment only 1nten51f|es the surch to !

find ‘work th,;\will qualify for futuq unemn'lo_yment

insurance benefits. The posslhle polltlcal _potential of .~

g,
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either independent or 'labour sp9nsared Jnemployed protest %
bodies may be lessened if activists have tojmigrate in order

to find emp1oyment.‘ Ir; the case of COUP members, five

aindividuals, either previous to or durihg the duration of

‘ the researcher's study, sought’ or found ‘employment outside
of the province. This empldyment w‘as .usuaﬂy of a‘temporary‘
,n‘étur@, involving work on various c‘qnstruct’vi'-on projects ’or‘ 3
similar work 1»vg.'lvling“‘same scrt';)f manua\\ labour. An.
"’earli(er 'c."umment in ‘the beginning‘-of' the chapter.“byv an p
ex-unehnplayuhent:qrotest activist in, v1ct,or‘1a .Hlustrates"/
v' “this facts ' When certain COUP -activists could not findl'_‘.
employment, they returned 1to’ university or roa‘tlanal
‘collegés for educational upgr'ading.’ ’ 4
State ﬁ—mding to. these grpups to upverat_e..é_entres; or.
to publish know-your-rights ganuals for unemployed people
f—o—— ——fa—Ffairly—connon practice m%y-actuaflfl.ywpra‘Io'ngf.rthg—‘—r .‘f,‘
_gxistence of such bodies. Unfortunaiely, svh\ce- mak7w$rk
funding is of & temporary nature 'and fu‘l:tr;er\ fund\ng“depends
on prgvlous results, it is cdnceivable that a certain amount
of -self-censorship occur; lin‘applying for funding. In the
# " ca.se of COUP, 'N.A.F.E., anfl one other body, a national
anti-poye‘rty er'gahlz‘ation, time that cq‘uid be spen{ on
mobilization activities is dev§ted to the adminishrﬂﬂo’n of
the"vbr‘o‘.iect. S L ' . ,‘
Yet thé potential for: dctual 'pro;lest’ tequ‘_tb vary
with these hodles.. While a. populist é‘ocfali&é bias operates

in these groups [i.e. profits before »peoplé," - "I have '
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< ¥ "
.
’Hheral, marxist leanings", a comment of one COUP member]

the rhetorlc seems at times to be stronger than the action.
While certain groups Tlike L.U.U.H., the defunct
N.A.F.E., "and the 0.U.W. (a Vancouver ‘group) engage in

coh‘froi\ationa\ tactics or a’g‘ing sit-ins, 1ead(n§v

demonstrat\ons, or annoylng patrons of firms that use.’

noq union emv'loyment by - smglng pro-‘workers songs - [the

0. {.w 1 nthers sett]e for less dramatic forms of protest. !
1n‘the case .of coup, members onIy partic‘lpated “in .one
demonstrahon, outside of a hotel ho1d1ng a N*:er&es
cunference as-.a way of extend1ng solidarity with °
Newfcundland fishermen. From that point ‘on [March of 1983]
\Y -coup members, whﬂe freely admitting the need for mu:e civil
' : d1sobed|ence, voiced doubts about such events

j "I don't want to:-be. a part of a freak
show" or” "look; we'll only be asked.to
leave "again, or they will only call the
Cops and I'm not too crazy about =

! spending a 'night in jaily I wouldn't be
- | able to pay the fine even."‘ ¥

[hesitations that. were vmced
regarding Tent City demonstratwn and march]

i
3 Essentially, the hesitancy to demnnstrate reflects‘
the attempts by members of COUP to pla,y a larger role ‘as "a
vu(ce“ for the unemp1cyed. .This political non-activity only
! ) \\ucha‘nged “two year/r later as coup became ;m'al'ler still, -and
only with the introduction of twu new members, Arch Heywnod’
and. Stuart Bateson.’ However, since ‘membership was smaH,
any public demonstratinn would .raise the usual questions

about: ‘COUP’ s true size ‘(see Chapter 6). Mu(?h of COUP's




political broad:asting was reflected in, activit\‘es that they
“ " could easily control, such as .issuing press qtatements or
1nterviews with select members who would speak on heha'lf -of
the,other coup membgrs. . Changes »in tachcs, continual | .
quésti.onri_hg of the ‘unemployéd, reluctanct_e tu_en_g_age"rn— :
:pul)'l1c questioning,. the cont‘jm’w'us round of new su‘hemes, the
_"fr\eq‘ueqt quesvuuning‘,gf. ih‘e_ grm‘x"p's credibility;" all. "
i illustrated COUP's:attempt to 'conirt a‘n_; woo' the unengploye‘d
_%nd create.a. more-‘visib]e. 1mage"fnr ‘coup as.annthe_r \.rangya_rd
: capibie ‘o channeiling the militancy: of the Ghemployed:
Even ;he déci‘sh;n n5_t t’o .demonstrate [neant that su‘m’e.
coup 'membevjs believed thé _orgar§1iaé1on's “‘credibility’ would
be d‘amaged when -the gen'eral .public, and the‘un‘employed 3
._;Jercgived COUP as a-leftist 7r1ng§‘vgr_oup. on two_ occasion -
coup members John. Murray and Jack éa]sworthy mentioned. that .
/_\ ~mw >friends and achaintances, even Galsworthy's union. buddies,
g thought yUP was. a joke, not td be taken seriously. :Without

the suppﬁrt of local unemployed ‘individuals or greater‘

Jbacking from social]y progresswe bodies [organized labourj,

COUP did become mainly a left, theorizing g body. -

But the preaccupation with not hecnnnng a’ "tea-party"
sti11 persists with COUP members to tnis day. ';ﬂow to be:
seen as an auther:xtic ‘rganilzano'n of.thg unemployed str'ill

ains the .greatest problem for COUP member‘s.

-§1-7 B



CHAPTER 3

PATTERNS AND LINKAGES TO HORIZON ORGANIZATIONS
AMONG_ THE COMMITTEE OF THE UNEMPLPYED

. There aré several points to .note whgn examining how
changes over time produce changes in Jrt /p direction ‘and
yavttit-;‘des. It .is e‘asy, particularly in/studies relying on
eth'nog'rap'hn eviden‘cg; to view_a greup. or individual's
'wxwuﬂydvi‘ew as being an ‘isolated, closed ‘sys,iem in which t\
larger wo_r]vd does no-t Int'.rude. - The C‘omm’it_teje of the

Unemployed (COUR) exists within its'own-particular universe,:

cre‘ated.by certain 'ln'dividuﬂs; but is also part .of a lfarger
universe that impacts on the microcosm which is cqup.” - A
s;’c1o1ogica1 analysis will disclose -the nature of the social

relations linWroup and the outside world over a .~

period of time. Giddens explains how social interaction is .

. v/gltuated ln certain time-space re]atlons<

"When social analysts writing in this

vein speak of systems of interaction

as patterns, they have in mind, often

‘in- a fairly vague way, -a sort -of

N ‘snapshot' of relations of social
s interaction. The flaw in this is
exactly the same as  that involved in

the presumption. of static stability:

such a snapshot ‘would not:in .fact

reveal a pattern  at a1l, because

terns of in

all. T o
Chv:ono"lug‘lés are not ‘neat. . To'discuss how a group of
individuals acts over a period of .time impiies a Hnear
progression of, beglnning and endlng activities. ,Th‘ls
1
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is not a complete portrayal of life in the group. Members.
come and go, acnvi’tles are al.uays in proce'ss, and
unanticipated events may.happen with various consequences
to the .group. Such is the. life u_f a small proées.t group.
While I have d|v1§ed the Qroup's'l|fe span into semi-yearly
‘chunks' of history. for t!@’hgnefi_t of the reader to creat;
a sense’ of. 1inear. time, it 'sh‘oula be noted that a certain
t'lecg»r.e;b_uf o've_r.l'ap 'o'vccu:r"s' while dlscuss_ing'varlo.us events
that bridge Hme‘peribas:; * ’ : " 7
_»ggmmitteg‘ 3 Orjgj“vx ‘\ianu‘ary-Ma'rch 1§§3 X
Tﬁe committee of the Unemployed. (COUP) was officially
created March 3, 1983, at a public meeting in the St. John's
. area. 'Prevlious‘ io that point CbuP‘s' future existence was
. plai;ned by an assortment of unemployed individuals (who
Tater became COUP nembérs), social activists, and oréa‘nfzed
labour representatives. ‘What brought these persons together
were discussiorps.between Nora Wilson,* .Sr. J. Robertson, .and
Jnh‘n Mirray regarding obtaining a drop-in centr‘e‘ ftir the
une!nplu;yed. X V
Later conversations het‘ween Murray, various notaries

and some unemployed individuals provided a more focussed

direction ‘for the group. .Evén before the pu‘hlvic méeting' .

it ‘was aséumed that COUP should egage in poHHc‘a]_

* Names have been chang-ed to insure confldent’.ial‘it,vi
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lohbymg for the unemployed and to a lesser degree provide
cuunsehng services, particularly 1n terms of assisting u1
or social assistancé recipients "in obtaining their
benefits. From conversations with .key "nformants it
appears that this "pollt\ca] role" was predeterrﬁined by
the first cunversation Murray had with Nora Wilson; “a

suc1a/T action - coordinator (January, 1983). Hllsnn‘and

Other ‘confreres a mnnth previous to Murray s phone tall A

were wondermg when and £ the unemp’loyed were go\ng to

becnme more vocal. \Shorﬂy after, Abh]son and Sr. Robertson' 3
‘were notified that an unemployed. individua hon'ed the

aréhbishop"s office about a social centre for the

unemp loyed. '
Prior to the pubhc meet1ng which fory&com’ as

an' entity, tha cure membership of the group- was already

apparent. Prekus to the public meeting in March, John

Murray, Nora Hv]sun. Ken Downs, Jane Crewe, and John' Welsh .

were all, or\gma] members on: the steer1ng committee whlch'

sought to create an or,ganlz_ation to voice »th,e demand_s of the

umemplojed.“Tne' public meeting only enlarg_ed’by

twen'ty-—thr‘ee what was a | -formed, entitys For the most

part - this steer‘lng committee rea]ly created what to all

‘intents and” ‘purposes was the Committee- of the Unemplnﬂed. .

According to several respondents there seemed to be a

general’ consensus among-the individuals present on the

steering cﬁmmittee that a future unemployed organization
°

\
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would do political nct‘lon work. When finally the committee
was struck at this well attended ?iiij"g (audience totalled
approximately 75 people), immediate £Tivities were centered
upon how COUP could -best lobby fgr the unemployed, raise its
public pr'ofile, and, seek the immediate D.I.‘OCIII‘Elent_ of
office space from -‘hich COUP" members could conduct such

‘activities. To accomplish .these tasks a ca'l]_‘,yent uut-fr:nm

the -steering committee for v‘q)’unteers to come forward to °

_help i‘n‘th.ese ‘mavtt.ers’. &7 : : B ] =

- With a memhe’rsh_'ip'of.thi'rty individuals, most of

whom were unemployed, it was felt by many members that

s‘ul;;:oilmittees were the most ef:fic.ient means of €arry|ng

out various activitfes. Initially~these sub-committees

“were diligent in 'théir duties,

a_formal executive

was elected, -coupled with .thg continual decline of the
‘ membership, these si‘h-comNttees Jbegan to .fade; ‘}zy June of”
_19'53 only one committee remained, that being a tent-city
planning committee composed .of five 1n¢1v1duals. Prior to
the - formation 0f-a formal executive (Aprl'l 1‘3) any
"leader-like" activities -- e.g9., chairing meetings,
deiegaﬁng'authurjty, being a spokesperson to the med|'q, --
were handled ca}le_ctiv;ly by either Murray, Hi'lson;\gnd/or
Duwns,.w(th the gpproval of the members. However, w‘h;m a
formal execut‘ive of chair, vice-chair, treasurer, ' and
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spokesperson for the group (later superseded by Ken Ddwns,
Tom Quigley, and Arch Heywood consecutively). This
transition from a rotating, ﬁfurma] leadership to a
rat1f|ed, formal, structured leadership was not w.ithuut

~ friction.

‘mémbers. wﬁ'o opted for -the.informal style and. the‘ulder;

L trades -nr(ented _members. wha preferred a formal ‘executive.

J Ga]sworthy, Murray, and Ne]sh were must adamant in having

a formal executive since \t would estabHsh, as they saw it,

" an an‘ of credibility for the gruup. Crewe, Richards,

'NHson, James, and Hellyer weré the "ant\-hierarchy"

¥ opponents to their idea. The creation of an execu;ive

they’ Felt‘wuuld only.contrwute»to ‘the organization becoming

. :"s-oft", si_r;ce members woud ‘be more inclined to leave all

—— - —-—"*  ~—duties up to the executive to perform. Rotating duties, l_t

‘was Fe\t, we~u’|d ;ré‘ate a more re‘:po‘nsible and competent

) ! memhersMp, capable of carrying out any task. There ‘Eeemed

N 4 to be some merit to this idea, since the membership of CouP
dec]ined rap\dly over a six month peMod.

Durmg this six- month per(od Nora N‘Ilson, while not

o‘n the executive, pr,oved more valuab]e than the labour -

representative, Jim Welsh, in enabling COUP" to vnice Hs
‘co‘wcer‘ns, ma1n1y because of her assoclation with the

4 office of Catholic Social Actio,n. Thruughnut COUP's
. < 3 5

. ] ‘ L e i

'secretary were elected, Murray became the primary

. .7 There was a clash’ between .the'younger,‘ more educated ..

~,



history (March 1983-August 1985) the membership received
no material benefits (e.g., office space, money,

maflouts) from the Newfoundland and 'Labrador Federation of

Labour, just “mtra"l subpnrt"

The decline of the sub-committees in the first six
months rr:eant that the outcome of va‘riaus. activitfles
. (e’."g., brief preparations, maintaining correspondence,
. orgdnizing seminars -or Ea:ial events) depended wha!‘]y‘on
the goodwill of the remainirig—members,
gxtremely committed to seeing thé group suv,r'vive“. The money
that COUP did receive came from both Oxfam and PLURA (an
in this time

inter-faith socia];{‘mst‘ce body). Money

period (first year of ‘existence 1983-December 1984) for a

drop-in centre was not forthcoming; federal funding for a

centre was insufficient there were no union

It is certain the 'Iacb of a centre ﬁre?/ted

any social welfare. cmmsaling from_ occurring.

and

contributions.

During the Fsearcher s association with COUP it was
evident that the pressure to con&mue d job search among
Quigley, . Galsworthy,

prevenlted the group from pursuing a more active role.
= Several
) migrate to find employment (e.g.,.g’.oronto, Labrador).
find

cei‘tain( members (Downs, most notably)

For

others whvo could not regular hmployment,

- under-the-table arrangements involving construction labour

or 'c_h_afring' were quite common. % %

B -57-

xeroxing, *

for they‘ yore "

key informants even in the first six‘months had to A
v




v &

' church foicials on the matter, but to. no avail.*

guﬁyﬁwwu‘mx July 1983-
eptember .

With 'a diminished membership the variety of activities
COUP could-thitiate was lififted. Core membersMp during
this ‘period consisted- of Downs,"Quigley, Murray, Wilson,
Crewe (in e_rmittenﬂy), Janes, and Galsworthy. _wha@
a_ctivity'that existed usqiny'was initiated externally, CTOUP

erjely initidted anything substantial except éammeutar{es on

"fed‘era'l or provincia'l hudgets, seminar$ on Job’--seekiﬁg,\ aﬁav

letter-writing campuigns (to other unemployed groups
nation- wide). .

Substantial time and effont was directed towsrd
obtaining fundmg for the ceutre. This began in earnest
around May of 1983, when application was first made under

the NEEDS program. To facilitate support for the idea COflP

" ‘members sought letters of support from various union and

<
Othér activities in this period included the Inination

of a handbook containing informatidn of” benth for

unemployed or sncial assistance recipients. The money

. for this pr'oject came from a Canada Works program which

the Committee decided to put to that use. There s some
evidem:e to suggest .that the group's knawledge af how
other unemployed urgan1zat10ns had dnne ‘these handbogks

contributed to COUP pursuing a’similar goal. r..“

These pursuits did 1itt, to increase COUP's visthHivty /

A

in the community nor for that matter to accomplish_an, thin
y h plish_anything
-SB- >
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. FIGURE I
;

coup® partlcipatlon in activitjes spanscr‘ed by .-
radical/reformist organizations: ln the St. John's area

Newfoundland Agsociation of, Fub11c Empl"oyees Motarnade'
Rally of Support Aprﬂ' 1986. |

A1 regular husiness meet\ngs of the GoaH-tlon for |
‘Equality, the 'umbrella group linking a]mcst a'l
organizattons in, the 1oca1 “radical hor1zcn"

Day of Prntest ) Confederation l'p’ll, March, 1985, .by..
‘the newly created..Coalition for'Equality(a coalition
of labour' and nnn—-governmental pol!ticﬂ and‘ soc!al y
lnbbying groups) z . ;

Summer 1984 Jul_y partimpation in: the Newfoundfand .
branch of tne steering committee. ta ‘Jaunch the Peace. e
"Petitinn Campalgn Caravan, NG ]

&"

”SaHdarity support for ‘the Fishermeir .‘pmon reg_arcHn y
the .plight of. 1nsnore Hshermen at the Hn]i-day Inn-, :
March 1983. 4

Presentatien by Kén anns to a Peace Network meetvng on‘ |
Unemployment and .its Tinkages to the various, War:
Economes throughout Mewfoundland history.., July. 1984.

Participation. in the formation of the coaHtian for.
the Self Qetermination. of .People-{an -umbrella group
of peace, un1on, an Mdigenons peop]es groups). .
Fehruary 1985, . " B

Par cipation in Cé’ntral American Neek act(vnies"
.198 =1984-1985% 5, & 3

Presentat!on of brief. to the Newfonnﬂand ‘ahd Labradoy
F\;erution of Labour Cunvention .June 1983..°

« -Prdsentation of Brief to conference spon(red by the .
Canadian ‘Council on Social Development ‘on Re-defining
poverty, along,with’ other local social :planping, And'
. social-human r1ghts ‘groups.

Founding memher graup of the Netwnrk Ca]endar (mon hly
publication listing the activities and event f
"horizon members“). 5 *




In
. uccas’nonallywent to the meetings and presentations:
.corducted by other groups i ‘the :1ocal "radical horizon“.

These ties. ‘to gthér organ\zat-ﬂms became further cemented
. as COUP members becam memhers of these oups, as-well.

Sponsored a presentation and wurkshop conducted by -
Gatt<Fly.. March 1985 ¢
. Participatton ‘as delegates to the Neufoundland nd
Labrador Federatmn of Co- operatives Conference, May,
1984, %

Par}:iclpation in the Oxfam if]und-i"a‘is.ing walk, June
198 ey

additd o to.these. particular events COUP members: .




worthwhile. 1t was of¥en the case that COUP was asked by
external social agencies to participate in forums of vai‘.jous
kinds; u‘gual'ly to endorse some .common position ’Hni;)g' up
with ‘disarmament groups or groups advocating politica¥
non-interf‘_e'rence in Central Americ;. There were fourteen
acvcasions beginning with COUPis _inéeption wnen the Cummi‘t_tee
was:'as'k'e"d ‘t.'o p'ar:ti.‘cipate in these .events (see Figure I).
The éan's‘ensus élrinhg members 'was that such events. did not.

hurt COIJP's 1nterest, but it did Htﬂe to advance whatv

members felt were -issues..of .concern to t)ve unemployed. . -

Futhermure, some COUP memhers, particul\aﬂy Ken Downﬁﬂand
\
Ar:h Neywood were n,‘ the opm!on that the connecticn

\1n Latin Amerlca and

between American neo-colonialism
unemployment In_:..he ~p>rov|r(ce or the entire country for that..
matter was at. best tenuous,. Sign1flcantiy,’ ‘activists ‘in
E K 7 B €, & -
these internationalist .agencies (e.g.,, Oxfam, Latin America
Support‘ Group, Ploughsharers) felt:that COUP members
should realize that the strugg'le for.the oppressed. was a,
common, 1nternat|onal cuanct of which the loca) unemployed
. were on'ly a part. Need'less to say, many COUP members failed
to recugnize the plight uf the unemployed in these theories '
of global class strugg'le and neo- ca1onhﬂ|sm-
"Look I don't heHeve it is our point
to interfere politically.in the internal .
affairs of ;another country - ‘why -do 4
these groups 1like Oxfam.or the -Latin t
America Support Group, persist in these %
activities, when was the last time they \
even .did -anything for the unemployed in +
Newfoundland.. I know that peop]e in

-61- . i



these countries getting a buck a day are
taking jobs away from us and\that those
governments enforce.such wage-laws to
compete -against us. Bu® what really
can groups like them do to/effect that
kind of change." " -

Ken Downs

4

mber.

Co‘ntin'ued inability to attract the unemployed often
put-the group perilously close to fo\dh;g on more . than bne
occasion. .The 1n1t|at|on of new projects or the' appearance J

of the rare, eager potentul member meant the group lurched"

consequencej vprojects aimed at gaining support ﬁrom various
agencies for COUP's efforts to either agitate or provide
services for the unemn!oyed uet with little resp:)\se. These
unrewarding ‘activities uere frustrating for COUP members
'beuuse they preven’ted them from having a ro'le as a "volce;
) of the unemployed.' This changed when a con]ltlon of unions
lnd‘suclal Jjustice agencies fo_rl.:ed in chobar, 1984, to
protest public s_e:‘;i:r ;nge' freezes and stu;e-corpéra,te
"lrvn-unl'nn activities.® The 'Coalition for\Equality' as it

came kngwn, provided a vehicle that ‘treated COUP as-a

‘representative for the province's unemployed. In '_one sense
an external ’decis!nn gave. COUP a p;re eminenf role as »‘n
spukesgroup for the unemploygd desp1te the fact that
“the unemployed had little contact-with them, ‘

Since ‘the Coalftion for-Equality was fvo_rm’ed on th.e

‘ahead. ‘However, thi§ sort of progress was usua]ly of little o




basis of. trade and pubHc sector union c-oncerns';_ issues
concerning the unemployed ere “tput on-the backburner!'
according to COUP members who att nded\bu'siness meetings
of the Coalition. The unions, the members felt, .paid 1ip
service to the plight of "the unemployed. This perception

of ‘the unions infiensified after the communication -workers'

and th‘é trawlermen's strikes were settled and_the gog]i‘on’v

shifted attention to:the problems of provincial ~

<unemployment. ' COUP members iggatially 'we(’lﬂcbim.ed this

dec’is{an,_ for it entailed a committment. of union Yunds to

as»t—ﬂb“sh an unemp\oyment action centre. Furthermore,

'such a. decision, C(]UP members thought, wo.u'ld turn:.the

‘Coalition info a'mass pressure:body..to fight on behalf of

the unemployed. . The melilh,ers who attended tl'iese business
meenngs (Ken Downs, Arch Heywoad, and Nancy Janes) :quickly
had their susplcians reganﬂng union 1ntrans|g1ence to.wa*rds
helping the unemployed reafﬁrn\ed when various .unions
refused to provide uperating funds fov' a centnf. despite a

well organized lobby attempt frnm COUP members.

The experiences with the ‘Coahtwn (part‘lcuhr’ly
around the summer of 1985) made, the .remaining memhers of
VCOUP (now numbering sn(, only having gathered two "new
memhers f" 1985) cynical about attempts to.initiate social
change {hrnug_h mass hnd‘les}_. The Cual‘{tion ttf_ey fe'lt’:was

5 .
~domipated hy “union concerns’ at the expense of non-union

social, concerns.’ While COUP. members recognized that ‘the
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social action bodies provided orga’n:izationa'l skills, fresh

insights, and a brogder potential mass bdse of support (each

agency representing a certain populétinn segment), a common *

belief among them was that the social action bodies were the.

junior partners in the Coalition. Major union leaders
ar‘gt‘ned against the inclusion of some so‘cia‘l agencies
(e.g., Planned'Parenthabd), with. representatives of other
suc1a1 agencies reluctanﬂy siding with union, heads 1n
order. to preserve, the CoaHtwn. Since. the Coal1t1on was
the- first najor organized anti-state h]uc “in the

p9st confederation era,/it ‘is not surpv-is\ing that 1ssues

-regarded as- potentiaHy divisive were shelved _to preserve‘.

1nternal organizational unlty.

“"January 1985- Present . :

" ‘As membership declined, .a Iargg portion o‘f-the group's
history can.be c‘haractgrized in terms‘of "crisis
consciousness"™: the sole activny‘of the ‘budy was re‘act:jn'g

to external events. - The committee, particularly after its

- first year of existence, rarely in|t|ated}t;.own prnjects‘

< e.g., unemployment forums or seminars ‘on Jjob re-training.
Huwever, participating ‘in these outstdé=initiated activities
proved sometimes .to be Mhe‘ne'f.lcial to .COUP, for they were
granted 'N;.!:agvlitiun both:by med‘ia and social actinn agencies
as. ’Ieginmate representatives of ‘the. unemployed. *

lt would be wrong to consider cour. essent!any as a
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FIGURE 11 v

Patterns -of, Voluntary Assoctations among éignificant COUP members
within the Radical Horizon of St. John's .
'

-y Employee of Horizon Priar Memhership After becomirig
. Organizations coup COUP Member

Ken Downs Native ‘Friendshp” Network Editorial * Member. of the
Centre i Committee Peace Network
Z o ; @ S %5 .. Peace Petition

' ; i .. Campaign Caravan

- Sue Jones o * Plougshares

John Murrary K : " Newfoundland
; i . " . Association for
e 3 Full Employment

Communist Party
of -Canada 5
Marxist-Leninist

Rhonda Joy : Welfare Rights
¥ ~ . " Action Group

Noel- Richards .. " . Fisheriés Support
s % . i Group 5§

Newfoundland }

- : " Association for
. s Full Employment

. Labour Support Group

Various Environmental -
Concerns




Employee of \Jurlzon

Organizations

Prior Membership
coue )

After becoming
COUP Member

Jane Crewe St. John's Oxfam ,

Later United Church
Council of Social

roup
‘Network Steering

Labour Support
Gy

Comnittee

Ten Days For
World Deve]apmentt

"

- Welfare Rights

Action Group

4

Logal Advocacy
MUN Women™s Centre

Labour Suppori
“Gnoup

o
Committee for
Peace’ and Justice

.in Ireland

North-At1antic

Peace Organization

Committee member .

Coalition for Self.

Determination of .
Peoples

Ministries
"Nancy Janes
7 ¥
* Stuart Bateson
Nora Wilson Catholic Social

Action Commission

\

" South African

Supnur_t Gm\{p

Women's Céntre

Transition House
Ead

Newfoundland &
Labrador Human
Rights Association

Community Services
Council Board

. Member

Kar! Hilson \‘

Labour Support Group

South African’
Support Group

N )

Jim Welgh

St. John's District

Labour Council

Newfdundland. Labrados
Federation of . Labour

r

Arch’Heywood

Liberal Party
Const{tuency
Association Ly

N.D.P. Party Member
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Emp]oyeé of Horizon
Organizations

»
After becoming

Prior Membership
coup” COUP Member

Jane Skinner

Native Fri endship
Centre

Native Support Group

John Galsworthy

IBEW Local

Liberal Party
Constituency Office .

Tony Quigley

Catholic Social Action
Commission Member ° -

NDP. Const1tuency
Association

David Kenworth)'

Newfoundland . ‘\
Association for

Full Employment

Neighborhood Defence

Committee (Anti-

Development Group)-

Labour Support Group
\
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'lazy' action body. Activitfe*{/im'ed at attracting the
attenﬂa; of the unemployed, of whicff Ehere were many, did
not produce the desired results (i.e., it was not for lack
of trying). More importantly, when examining how exterv'\a’l_
decisions affected the gv;oup's behaviour lt‘shou]‘d be
stressed that ED\JP was an integ‘rated member of the local
TIEfE pbl itical scene even-before the caﬁ‘tﬁcm—nmed; i
fact many coup memhers were.'members of .other -local. protest :
hodies "(see Figure ll) Be'longing to a network of ’Ieft
nrlented social cha?nge bodles entaﬂed a certain amount of"
"mutual- solidarity" suppo t work: e R S N
. “ B * At present, the Committee still mai‘ntain% these‘l(nk‘s‘
) to. the various left and peace movement coal-itions amd
regularly corresponds vnth other unemp]oyed organizatllns
in mainlamd,Canada. Currently, much of COUP's energy has
been shaped and focussed by the Cua11t10n‘ for Equality.
Membership in this body, wkhich has opened doors for COUP
members (establishing contacts that could prove useful), has
meant a‘cer’taln diminution regarding coui"s freedom in .how
. " it defines its strateg‘\e‘s. Since the establishing of ‘the 3 J
Royal Comm‘Is’smn on _Employment and Unemployment, many -COUP
activitlgs center around Coalition debates on provin‘évial
‘handling of unemployment protﬂems.‘ The ‘Royal Cummjssionﬂ is ) -
+ the focps, as Coalition membérs'see in it the ‘provincial . g
government's failure ‘to develop 'credih]et:..?o.ncles.that

would -reduce local unemployment. =
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FIGURE 111

Membership Core Composition of -COUP
£1983-1985

(names changed to ensure confidentiality)

LITANESLLERS
T ——*en Dow -
& . _*John Murray
*Nora Wilson *Nora Wilson .
. Carl Hellyer 3 *Jane' Crewe \
* 7 %Jim Melsh "Nancy. Janes :

*Joyce Kilmer
. *Noel Richards

Tony Quigley
*- John ‘GaTsworthy

Sue Jone$ ¥
Jane Crewe ~ " March 1984
’:I’ony Qulgley' *Ken Downs ‘-
John Galsworthy *John Murray N
*Adrian Ryall . Tony Quigley
David Kenworth: Nancy Janes
* . B » *Nora Wilson
. - . Rhonda Joy.
Qctober 12§'4 N
“*Ken Downs ’ i . Jvanggu 1985 to present
L Tony*Quigley o " .. ‘Jane Skinner gl
Nancy Janes " Tony Quigley"
*John: Murray *Ken' Downs
Arch Heywood ' Nancy Janes
Rhonda Joy . Arch Heywood

Stuart Bateson

* * signifies orginal members
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Given this situation, COUP activit'\ies. especia!1y~
political agitation with the unemp]o;’ed, were ‘placed to a
degree under Coalition auspices. COUP member Ken Downs, for
e_xamp1e, was asked to participate in the ;rit'ing of an
unemployment pamphlet designed to inform Newfound‘]anders‘ eh’

causes and solutions for mass unemployment. However.

Vattempts to have drop-in centres established or holdlng

Labaur Day Marches in which the unemployjd would particlpate

were rejected, primarily by the union b1oc M-the‘

Cn‘)aHHon. While COUP members present'ly helieve their

%eht(onsmp with the Coalition. has been one' s1ded, the,y
stﬂ'l remain a member in the Cualitioh.,

\

" Conclusion: An Overview of COUP's History

The Committee of the Ullempluvye.d of 1985, in teérms . of
membership coﬁposition, is totally dlffereni: from the:CDUP
that existed in March of 1»983. A body that or1glnal1‘y>
.composed 30 people now is a body of six (sge Figure. III), -
only one an or1gina1 member, Despite a shr‘unk'en mevmber'sh‘lp,

they are in some resputs more influential now than they
b

- g
. were originally. Outside agencies, whether 1eft oriented
internationalist bodies, - the' Coalition for Equality, medla

1nvestigaf|ve‘teams, or the ‘current Royal Con‘lmssju';\, have -

sought out this body on'ivd'v"iousnccaﬂons to legitimate.,

© thefr own. actions. VR
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"I fully aq,ee with ‘the second k
sentence of your Tetter: it is indeéd
‘time that the voice of the unemployed
‘be heatd for a change. " We have been - »
- conducting personal interviews with a
large sample of unemployed: people to
.make sure that the opinions and ideas
_of the unemployed thems€lves are -made -
knowh to- us., :This is.aiso why at. our v
public hearings we would like to hen— ¥ -
. your., Ideus and suggestinns. w S IO

Reply Dated June - 10 1985 by Roxal Commission - 5
to COUP meubers folluving a public letter . .
Eveu ng ‘Telggram’ debating the need .
L oofor such an e{neryri{e. :

This d!liberqte

a'lways trying to, e

Iuge (after ll’l !hey kneu rro ont wd(le

h a. snall gruun seriously) Such tactics ueYe U

" cou

unelplnyed 9

credibl'e_'bﬂd.y that w.a's 'up Telof vari'uus actions.

e Y T —- As the menbersh!p dee]‘lned, p'lann'lng for various «

nctiviries (espncia)ly hy the autumn of 1984) proved to b
ne@rl 1,mposs1h1 . Actlv‘lties sucn as wr(ting presentaﬂons

)‘ to the ‘Royal . amm1ss1an dn Emphyment and Unemployment or .

demowstrations occupied every Snsiness neeting

of thg grou' o -Soqetines de_cisLnnsv made by axter:na\ quies,



-
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e.g., the Coalition for. Equality, also affe‘éted the nature

of certaig- COUP 1niti‘at|'ves.' Constant shifts in'planning,

whether from extefnal den;!ands or from individual {members

disagreeing over which bath of action should be chosen, made?

~Committee still
confusion.” How it
b s )

to be seen.

any -sort af long

range p_la'nning cha‘uiic‘. Presently the
finds itself  in> this atmosphere of

Wil re'spon‘d tg curi‘e_nt, realities rema|n§'.




In small prbtest groups ‘the demarc

‘,Michel‘ “Iron LLaw uf 011garchy

CHAPTER ‘4

ORGANIZING FOR SOCIAL CHANGE Y
5 RECKL(ITMENT, II)EOLOGY AND EVALUATION OF TACTICS.

PR S LT e

S cqhdinon of, the past associations of memhers, the'

'strategles that are provided for nrganizmg in"a certaln

‘politico- ‘Institutlnna] framework, and the size of the

gv‘u_up. Size probably ié ino'i'é-'crucih than any other

j factor, 1n Lhat the smaHer the group 1s in terms of

membership, the less 'IikHzihood there is uf competlng,

disparate political worldview «- This 1s contrary to Rnbert

r-ad‘ic'a\ ideuingica]‘goals in favour of: manageab]e,
3 -

orgaﬁlzatfanal goals decréed by ‘administrators {in the
" :

hetwé'en leaders M an orghnizati‘bn and general membership.

leader- er activa and senera] members e'spnns1-511‘ities
-

is b]urred. Th{s |s particularly evident fn groups that -are

or'ganizad around lssues of unemployment and p _ty.

‘Gerlach and Hltle (1970), ‘and Hertz, (1981) bath note “that .

the. structurul covpposﬂlon of left oriented prntest .groups

(pnrMcularly, as.’ Nertx notes, poor - people orguntzat‘lonf) is

Tna |deolog|:a1 dir’ectwn or, slant of organ1zat1uns 1;

:uheré inshtutions, once.

-"Schievin‘g a‘certain_ mengl_)ersh-np, disp1ace the expressed_ N

"’ong‘a‘nizatibns. This 1mp1|es a\)s paratiun of interests

line between’

very much, charncter‘lzed by a decentraHzed. ’cellular

; \ W13 e .
b i : . s




' crganlzatlon llnked by personal, structural, and ldeolcglcal_
tles to other: 'er minded- groups., In this mndel the size of
these organizat1ons cannot be anythlng but small [sumetlmes
to, the consternatldn of group’ ureml?ers who .equate _numhers
w\th polltlcal vlbrancy] 3 ) . A

This mudel _of " tne dynaml:s 0f poor peoples groups is
v~ev1dent in t'he' previous chapter,_ where members of Canadian
unemployment protest.vgro_ups' t_e.stlfy to.the limited
membership of  their r'espéctlve organizatio‘ns. 'Slmﬂarly,
the Committee of the- Unemployed- never had more than 30 i
. members, and after|tne first 6-8 months always‘ maintpinéd a-
membershlp of around 8- 12. “Such. shrinkage, it snould be‘
nnted, curresponded to a rise in'the zxpressed rad‘lcallsm of
the members ‘who remained in COUP. This radicalization or

V—ldenloglcal "maturatlon“ is only possible’in small groups
where face tu face :unta:t can occur on a regular basis.‘
- The access lndwniuals have to each Jother in’ thgse ‘smﬂll
4 unemployment protest bodies greatly facilitates ldeologlcal
grawth for-it allows an easy éxchange of news, ldeaﬁ,
cqrrespandence‘, pamphlets and the happenlngs with other’
membern organlzatlons of the horizon. Whatever timitations
.these unemployment protest groups may. have 1n mobilizing the
unemp]oyed, ‘they do undoubledly aid in. the
self- transformatlon of upemployed |ndlvlduals, who come

._ to define thems,elves in radical terms.




"Npel Richard and John Murray were both members of. the

i FlGURE v .

SOME EXAMPLES . OF PAST PULITI(\,AL/PROTEST LK
ACTIVITIES BY CORE COUP MEMBERS.

Newfoundland Association for FuH Emp'loyme'nt (circa -
1979-1981),°

Tony Quig]ey and move recently Art Heywood are members of
‘the 1or.a'l N.D P. constituency assocwtion

Ken -Downs and[dane Skinner nave been assoc1atea with
native r(ghts issues.

Stuart Bateson is a memher of a Committee far- Juche and
Peace in Ireland. P

Nancy Janes and Rhonda Joy were both memhers in a welfare
rights organization-in St. John's previous to Joing coup.

Sua Jones previous to becoming a COUP member, was a Project
Ploughshares member, a disarmament group.
5 a -

nebe ' It should hé noted that none of these people were

.professional activists in the paid sense. All wer

e
unemployed for a consideraMe 'Iength of. time-. before becomlng

COUP members.
A




Recruitment and Ideological Bac

Re:ruitment ‘to thg arganiutiun ls often on- the. basis
of face to face neel\ngs with dthers. who-tend to show
s]milar nutlooks on issues cuncernlng soclal Jusnce. More
nften than “not, organ!zations such as -COUP, . or the welfare
»r!ghts groups uhi:h_neru a_nd—fclourd and. Pivgn document,
are in:teruovu]‘uith' fhe'mémbers:hw of other 9‘rou|'ss' on ‘the
horizon. T.hls observation i3 not 'just Timited to the
professwna] activists who compose bcd|es like CDUP, but
even some of the ‘unemployed 1nd|v1duals whu const“ﬂute the
membership. With the case of coup particu'lnr!y, tho members
helonged.\ éa_a former fu-H evgnphyment_ body, one :tv"a peace

,group, tyo to a welfnre rights group, t‘Hu'

oa N.D.P.
cgastituency assoclation, two to a native friendshlp society

.and finally a member of a peace and’ justh:e in lreland

assoc!a.tion (see F!gure V). The founding’of coup- .

< essentially"hrough! together a nucleus of politically minded

unenployed or, more ucuratel'y, underemp!nyed |l|d|v(dlll|$..
Prior. ideolng‘ca! associations lherafore"wp to a cnal’bsce'.
a’ common politich outluyk which® group members e:(terna”y
project to outsiders. Since COUP and other ‘§imilar bodies
serve as outlets for Iden\nglca'l outsiders. the structure

|declogy to. .develop. Thie {ideology. of COUP, wh|ch 1 have

that suuh a setting pr‘vl s allaws fo ‘a far more caherent;
described ‘as a locally-adapted popuHst so:lnﬁsm, contains
\Cel'tﬂ_“' generic characteristics which ean b‘e.identiflad.

a8 ] 0
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Gerach»and Hine in their work Pegple, Power and
-LChange provide "defiﬂti‘on of ideology which s well

suited for analysis of ideological 'deve‘]’npme‘_nt in small

protest groups.’ The fupction of .an ideology in such-a.

A‘poﬁlnicalvs,etttng sjhuuld prov1d"e group mémber.s with

r‘standar:ds defining 'theﬁr _position as a protest:body whose

‘interest run counter i:o that of the domlnant soc1ety. * Such
A-—-f-uac—t—tons of an ideology therefore should include- ST
1) vProvMing a vision of a different. future.
'2) Giving participants a sense of self worth ‘and
N power which js usually at variance with the social
i identities previuus]y assigned to them.
3) . Developing standards. which defines one's utppia 7

s 4) © The'positing of a certah\ standard of intu]erance
towards opposing V\ewpuints.

An-outside observer readmg an interwew with a COUP'

member ,in the' Evening Tg’lgg am, or Hstening to a CBC or
VOCM pgne] discussion -on iunemployment with ‘coup

partiéf an‘ts. would ‘in all H‘keﬁ‘}i‘nod assume. that COUP‘wé’s' a

. 1|‘h'era reform.social plan‘ agency. Outside of a few
sha'rp rebuttals to St. John s Board of Trade for their

statements an’ how.the Unemp?cyment lnsurance scheme should

be’ cut hack, 1t would be hard to detect that COUP was a ’IeN:.
radical group. On*some occaslons press statements 1ssued by

"COUP have been quite salutara of provincial .govermnent'

‘practices, e.g., -(ncrga'sing welfare payments. ' This pu,b_Hc

image of a credib‘]e so'c‘ia] planning ‘cuuncH wH:h emphasis on

‘ reform. and .not shurp attaaks against cnpitalism, @ntrasts

. SRS & o & -
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with the image reﬂzaled dur\ng a regular business meeting of

.CouP. Rathcal \nvective and rhetorié with appropriate

reiere’nces to thé ruling class, the caph‘.aHst state,

nen conservatism, c¢orporatism, and other political  and

suc\n]ogical ‘terms’ are used quite .1iberally at COUP -.-

COUP members exc'ep'»t two‘earl’y members had read. aﬁy

contéqlporary marxist po'liticai sociology.* The, rhetoric is’

borrowed from addresses hy' academics and visiting ma‘r‘x,ists

who drep in occasionally at COUP meetings. While the:-

rhetoric is borrowed and applied to COUP's social an:klys!s,.

1 do not want fo suggest that ‘COUP members are"incapable of

thinking on their awn. ' ‘In‘fact the anaUns that C'OUP‘

members w is “located by thew 1dent1f1cat\orf of whu the

enemy- is ana the tact{cs ghich. the enemy promu]gates against

"the werking people.

S

.meetings. This is all the more su‘rlirisi‘ng since none’u‘f the ..

For the membership of COUP the "enemy is the nexus

'between big business and tﬁe twn states, federa] ‘and
.provinci‘al -- partlcular]y the ro1e-that the 'St. John's

merchant class plays as 1ntermediary hetween transnanunal'v

‘_‘hig business' and the provincial gcverr}ment.

*Both were graduate‘.stude!\ts, in the ‘arts,

“The Cummittee of“the Unemployed has
submitted list .of recommendations. to
the. provi ial government on how to
. alleviate. unemployment and. "de've'lnp a

gy _dore, ratlana\ society.”

O d

.t



“associated with the Board of Trad

I g
“The committee 'submitted "«'ts:
recommendations to the three party - .
leaders Monday, but does not expect ‘any <
"of them to be tnstituted, "considering
its right wing, pro big business.
mentaiity

: The Even‘ing Teiegr‘am

CDU? part1clpants ‘see. this ciass puhticai nexuvs as being
directly responsible for-'the un,derdeve'lopment of
Newfoundland, hence the ‘high 'Iev'el of unén‘\p'lp»yme‘n-ﬁ;..: The

stigma Whit'li the unempi_uy‘ed'bear'v‘as‘he‘ing lazy..

U.I. scroungers is for COUP membérs-directly ‘attributab

to the capitalist c'lass. Sincé attracting the unempioyed,

.is éifficuit, as CDUP members ‘admit, it is COUP's duty to

continuaily broadcast the. fact that unemployment is a

.system fault, no}\\a fault of -the 1ndiv1duai. Countering'

stergotypicai attitudes through constant media- access’ is.
fur coup memhers the first, practical. step towards
radicalizing the unemployed. ' i '

Since COUP fee’ls negative 1mages of i‘he unemvioyed ,

are foFtered by i:he same individuals whose decisions help

t}) create regiona’l unemployment, ‘the critiques engendered”

by COUP of - this c'Iass take’ two forms, one for private

consumption and one for public consumptinn. During coup

business mqetings it was quite common to -hear references

vof the .ruling Jass. as “giorified chocolate distributing."
{4

manufu;turing agents" tnrgeting inca'l husin_q-ssmen
o

‘Attacks on the

,‘ e B0 Wit . t

.November 15, 1985 -
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capitaHst c’l'ass", whether: public or pr!vate, were often A

aimed against local individuals, prhnrl\y hecause these

individuals were the - only, close, nbv{vuus members. of

the capitalist .class- ‘which one could pi{t.a fﬁég'tq, and
‘hence were: easier t‘o‘ltta‘ck'. While COIUP'inemheks.'were aware
of the poﬁer of the individuals .who -control trans-nat?nnal:~
corpu»ra,ti‘nns, they were a faceless group that .existed heyo‘nd'
_Newfoundland, thus harder to attack. Any-‘c‘rlué.ism of this’
c'l‘a‘ss thérefore came at.the‘ l_t{cal level, 'phrticularly'jn ’
res‘)onse‘ to st_aéements made by key prominent hys‘i_néss

persons.

f fact

‘comments pn the implicatien adopting c:'e'rtat '/ancies.

‘ These attacks often took the form of matter

\f ;
which' the Board of Trade or representatives of the Canad!an
Federation of lnﬂ’ependent Business advocated. In these
_r_ehuttals [uhu:h were often letters to the ‘editor] COUP took
great pains to stress that nhanges, such as lengthenmg the

qualifying Nle for- individuals to claim un:npluynznt

insyrance,. would r‘!duce-cnns'unpt(on, .thus setting off...

another round of unemployment. These crltiques aften had: a
:h‘lding‘ chast!sing tone about them which suggested. lo Tocal
business. persons‘ Fpart!cu]nr]y in - the retnl trades] that
‘thefg economic security depended on an utemployment
!nsurance;- soctal ass1'sta’nce clienteles; in- other ,wurdls;"‘
they should know better than to make shgrt’-’s(g!\ted
cnmments. "For allegedly. aware individuals, )4& Hnd‘ their

. 3 ‘ '
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3 séatements, to be totally incredible,” said Heywood."

He“said it is patently obvious that the
board had *‘no concept of the present
economic-reality, employment or pcvert,y4

A - -He said-anmy réduction in Ul beneﬂts
would_ have a disastrous effect on the
unemployed and would in turn have far
réaching implications for the business
‘community, because UI benefits are spent
on consumer goods.

It is something of a paradox that
business opposed government intervention
in ‘ther economy while it is this
intervention_that keeps the private
sector in busiPess," said Heywood. 5

L Evening Telegrah

. November 23, 1985.

It was fe]t that turning such private enterprise ratmnale
" statements inside aut and analyzing their implications in a

cool, matter of fact manner wou]d only enhance COuP's
)reputation in the community as.a pubHc watchdag.

McLuhan once remarked. that the media didn't 'Ijke‘r:ot
issues. The media was esséntially a 'cool! medium, one that
particularly didn't like to .ekplore the ramificatlons of
issues.’ It 1s obv1ously evide M that COUP members sensed

“this. F\a'cvt after ‘ex Hencing initial setbacks with the

media, © COUP . members :whu were given thé& task of drafting

'pres's statéments [Bate§on, anns, and - Heyvmod usua’lly] were

alnys 4told pMor to any- COUP “media relea»se to ‘tun; down‘

.the ;ad_!cal statements;and ‘touch up‘ ‘,the negat1ve

"statemen'ts. Geﬂerally the use of marxist rhetaric and.

,Jurgnn was avojded in the 1ssu1ng,¥nf nny syutements to the

. . : -




pv‘ess. : LS .

These critiques Jid serve the med1a s interest of "

always havmg)an opposing viewpoins to .draw upon and’ it

provided them with }ccess_ to unemploy‘_e‘d indivjdua]s who

" unehp1oyment or poverty.. Since the media [print and
electronic] regarded COUP. a% the only brganized

'representative of the unemployed aroun‘d,} COUP members made

great efforts to. fend Gf media queries.about who they did

r‘epresent. As‘ the group became smaller, business méetings
LIE VN - we‘re"not advért'iised ‘and were ' just for members anly‘. not
outsiders. Any‘req’nests by ‘med}a r-en‘r‘esentatives’ tu‘ attend
meetings as mterested observers/were_ politely rejected by
CUUP members. It 'was felt by the respondents that if vthe

y media did ‘know their true size [by January, 1986, there were

six. members] the media would not'have aﬁ‘ything to do with |

them. Therefnregwhenever asked by any media representative
‘ about the organ'zat‘lan s true size, COUP members would

uspa]]y‘admit to 36 members. Fui‘tﬁermore. wheneyer_a CO)N?

indiv1dya1'w6u1d speak for 'the organization, he or she would:

dMo as- an .éxecutive of COUP -speaking 'on ‘behalf of the

could always 'be used “by varigus profile: s‘tu'ries on .

oY ' Hc’titious’ other ﬁemhe;’s. _Fortunate‘ly fn.r C_OUP's sake, they -

did not merit 1nve§tigalive Journalism.

‘ B




These atte’mpts,at modéfating their political ‘stances to
gain a gieatgr pnb]ic"/:ppreciation of their efforts to
- speak on _.Be'half of the unempluyed were a realistic
.’“ ” "strate'gy; EarHer 1 made the'case that the radical I\or\zun\-
% -as” it ex1sts in various 'Icca]es in North America essentuﬂy
adopts a reformist platform. Attempts to initiate a radlca'l £
agenda in the poh‘tic'a] process an a mass(_sca]e ‘in’ North
Amer1ca, given the history of -opposition to socialist
organizivn'g Strategies, would prove futiles The horizon can
only ‘push ‘for reformist solutions which are at best
. _ ameliorative,,” ' -
Essegtia'lly this is the di]emn&a coue cqnfnpnts: it has

to portn{y itselfras neformifst in nature,. otherwise the

‘group. goes nowhere. i"laylng “the “hedia. game- may reduce .the
"rnMcaT 'thrlist qf-COU‘PV's message,’but it d‘aes-guarantee air
play, which is what COUP members earneét]y want. The media
provides, for all ngents and purposes, contact on a mass
" basis with the au:;\*lence they cannot reach’ through advertised”
meetings. When COUP as an entity does meet Land it still

" continues to do 50, which makes it' now one of the.oldest of
‘such 4groups Canada], it has the ‘air. of 4 -
:"marxist len1n1st tea part ",ywhlch COUP members ‘once Joked

“about’ and tried to avoid hecoming. T‘Ms aura of a marxist

debating society 'is'even extended to the political symbols

' - vcreated by core members, for instance the group s banner is .

-83-




.
a variant on 'the hammer and sickle flag with the r¥al

acronym .looking like. a hammer Snd sickle. Furtnei‘m‘ore
‘any stationery ‘issued by COUP Ehe logo re-sem
éir:u)ar ‘inscribed Al used by anarchists. This ' of cqurse j
was deliberate strategy, since COUP participants ldenhfy
and help in the struggle of uorklng peop]e. This ln:luded
in many instances participatjon in p1cket lines for various
strifes.* . . :
coup ﬁarticipants resent thé 'marxist leninist' tea
party tag, for they assume such a view of their effurts is a
mark of failure [1.e., another \eft theor}zing body that'
failed to stir tne masses].. What CDUP members do not
reahze ls that when they engage in' theorizing sessions on
organizing the ungmp]nyed they are fol\uulng in a tradition
of socialist socidies that have trjed to radicalize the
i workir}g classes. The;e 'praxis sessions' are vital if COiJP
n’upes to somehow. organize the unemployed to be more
demanding of the state and to address their needg."
‘The public articulation of .COUP's political analysis
) runs the risk’ of .alienating their potential public. Media
reporters cannot probe too far with their qués'troning- of“‘
COUP's alternate strategies for job creation. On a feyt
occasions’ where media representatives. engaged COUP members.
in heated discussions‘ over:what socvietal change”s coup? would’
: .prefer, COUP members -admitted they ‘.would\pr‘efer to see a
wor;ker cuntraﬂé‘d soclety :as .qppbsgd to t_he vcurre'nt §ys,tem
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. who]ly. radical 4n terms of ‘job crea

* Newfoundland, ~ i,

a few nccasiuns in the printed‘ mediq COUP did stress the

need 'fnr commumty ownezt and mrksrs controﬂed (enterpmses

“such as fish p1ants. However, thi' ot he fnter\preted as

o since ‘there is a .
histnry of._producér‘and, hofker":o-operativgs in
P
; ' e ep Y %
"It .encourages community and workers - .
control- of “fish plants, thef
estabiishment of co-operative farming |
., communities and community/workers e
» controlled manufacturing 1ndu_stHes " f

* 1 B ! Evening Telegram
November 15, 1985

N

HoWwever, for an uninformed rad\n 'I\stener or television

viéwer or even a newspaper reader such stdtements suggest
that cour 44 a "communist® organization,, Undoubtedly?
it is to:COUP's advantage to issue carefully worded press

statements’. ey “

luat of Tact
In terms of a score sheet uf successes and fai]ures for

organizat‘lanal tactics to stlr the, unemp’loyed, GUUF wou'ld

* Some of. m,s lahour/snﬂdarﬂy work 1nc1uded be1ng‘ on-
NBET NAPE, "Hotel wnrkers,(‘\(ﬁd Brewery workers p1cke
nes. vt . it |
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X ' rank - a dismal fiHure.. The track recurd for other s)nlhr =
) unenploynent nrptest groups in Canldl is ‘no different. me _‘ i“"
5™ only notable exceptdon is the " Londnn Uninlr} wunemployed ; -
3 Horkers, uhich through confrnntavnnﬂ tactics, 'Inc]udlng a’l _V o

s\t in at the myor s office, pressured civlc nuthnrtties to

1n:rease uelfare paymefit [c|rga ,spring 1984] - Tent* city
proposals, puolic forums,- advertised meet|ngs. film.'
.showings, unemployment ccaping~ self neln sessiuns, and - ¢
|nfurmation pickets did- nnt stir the unemp]oyed or attnct o

,members for ‘that matter. Media exposure, while heightening

.,'COUP's wubHc visibihty. "¢id ‘nothing to increase COUPJsv
e‘mbership rolls either. .’ CO'LW', very much er'. the welfarfg‘
rights crganilations, that Tloward and Piven (1977), Hertt’
=(1984), and West (1981) documgnt. strove. for numbers as| a.

means of crédating pgl‘ltical connter-ueignt that cou&d oo Wy

,represent as a mass the demands’ of the poor. HaLnth.l
Y . _anages with “other "unemployed’ protest bodies aeross lfanada

3=
[ ¥ is an |mportant part in develonin; a.uovementmf the

k nemplobed.- g 4 e "\ o TR
& 4 Tﬁe idea of creating: navements with 1nterPst cuunter to :

the dominant Sociaty runs 1nto trouble «hen/ue axamlne the }

-patentlal unemployed movemeﬁt. Hertz".. in her. study'of

. Minnesotan welfare rights organtzuﬂons, observed that
Y \,"l‘ ‘,.'sp'ccessful' welfare protest bod1e: -could mab‘IHu :
» themselves right aut of existence. Members 1n thesa - ,"v
‘k‘.\ B agencles learned how to take qdvAntagefuf uhat the publlc ;‘
o A 5

[ . .




'yesear’ch proJects,; ij tr‘aining'pr'ograms] and hence became' ¥,

morg employable. Such circumstances that Hertz docn/ments

" depend .on thé narket. ce‘ndﬁi ons.
S v

. 1uca1 chaptg.r of th's unemp'loyed proto muvement. Th1s has -
"happened with two- unempluyment pratest groups. in- \Cinad'a, on\ b

inZNew. uestminsten and “n Saskatoon. Furthermore, there is N

no dnubt thmt che ucnsiona’l sporadic emp'lwyment Jofs sa\e

i COUP member. Lpart\cular]y Galsworthy; Downs, Murray,' and j Js

':,Qu1g’ley] def Rely curtaileyj the achvity nf COUP whenever -

'ithey were employed. The 1055 of. twu members; Jane Crewe and o
Nora N\\son, who fuund regu‘lar, full ;1:1me emp]ayment as

proJect officers for soc1a1 actmn research‘ho&ﬁes certa1n|y

I i u\ did’ hurt. the comm]ttee. These twn members had: the abthy
\ " to access the, rﬁsaurces nf establlished 1nst1tutions on’ the
@ N

S R _lqca'l hurizan. The actlv‘lty level of COUP rose again with «

‘the /arrlvul ‘of twe new members Arch Heywood,,an unemplayed

'lahor_r \and Stuart Batason, an {nerant JournaHst. 3

‘, Smal]ness mayk promolsu swif er(‘a\ssimﬂation of radica]

T ‘"1deas 1n a group sess1un, but \nt@rnal factors [e.g., :

'pnssih'le employmen't of key unemp’loyed ‘Indivldua)s] can B

'prevent these groups f:om‘ getting larger. Therefure the

idea of cre'atjng potentfal poHticaI counter blacs drawn




a

disruptive acts of c‘lvil disobedienee. According to-

y unemp'loyables i

g state [s1t|ns,

4s governed

from the ranks _of the unemp]‘oyed is uhlike]yA‘ The pulitical
culturs of the unenployed"‘ though it breeds cyn(clsm, does
Son

not generhz a need to seek radicﬂ sulutions through

cullective act!on. i -

c]oward and P|ven have constantly argued [except as of

'Iate] the need for uneuviuyed individuals to engage in

CLoward and Piven (1971\1977), 4 lodse strqta of activists

.and unemployed |nd1v!duals Eworlqng and under class

engaging in Mt an run tact|cs vuth t

demonstratiuns] cou}d create the - rad1cal

agen"d'a-advocates For the ’b’or are sesking\ls” /ap.

“320- 324\)s With. such tachcs C\oward m( Pwen argue

Asufficient, b!‘at}nt c'lass polarization uould K‘cur with a_

clear socialist polltica1 agemla eﬁ!’hs{ng, or there woul‘d be *
a greater prov|s1un of uelf‘ar\g statlst pol|c1es as ay nean\

'nf placating class conflict. Either\uy, these strategies
iadvance the “interests of .the lower " c{asses. Keﬁintly

.Cluward\ and Piven have set;’led on the el\ct\ora'l system

[e.g., registering the unemplnyed and poor as’ Voters]

tureate a class, based re- a'Hgnment in Amerlcan goHHcs

.It is evlde\t that, while groups Hka coup Lare composed
|n|t1ally of act‘_vists and unemp'loyed people [ulth the pa‘ld‘

actf“lsts in COUP 1eav1ng much hter], the extent to wh'lch
Suth\organizations can zngage 1n c'lass dlsruptlve activities

the opportun‘ltiés that are preseﬂted hy the |

_as-
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'Ia'r:ger socdal and political context in whf:n they 'resMe.

Am

there is not much scope for* poHMcn action. among

e

the unelplo_yed in Cana.da.- Hne« tonn‘lttees Qr organhattons

of the unemployed aré fa med,
~

they usually come after.the .

fact: fo‘l]ouﬂg‘some disturban\:e, shut down, 'or'a ndia

f’ucusse‘d' 'scrutiny of the iss‘ues.

cexisting

In the case of currently

lndependent and labour. spohsored unenyloynent

acnon graups, most were created during tne height of the

last maJor recesslun in 1982,
v

when joblessness flgures

reached an unprecedented “high not only 1n Canada, but. " the

-and Piven nata, much effort that cou’ld navg beeri. directe

/ whu1e industria ized, capitaHst wor'ld. Then,

as C]

towards creating protest was channel]ed lnto crganiung

stable commlttee structures. Urhe problem with Clona\-d and '

Piven's ana’lysis is declding which :ones first: .

or the pr-o

test structure.” Their loose amalgam:of activists. .

the pratest

", and’ poor _[i.a.,.une-ployed] peoples cualitions can only come

about in’ settings -wﬂ'e the.two camps can discuss what forms

of political actlon -are’ necessary-3o that the i'_éslr'és can, be

addressed and net in- an adequate manner.,

e Unfnrtunate'ly, as Guida W

\tjnotes An her study of the "

elfare R1ghts Movement (West, 19811 PPs 335 312),

Natlona&/‘{
extenna lnon poor act1v1sts can dom1nate the declsion maklng

prncesses of poor peup'les structures. However,’

more a case of .middle, c]ass act|v1sts cnntro'lllng the funds

donated by activ‘lsts/refnrm minded

1nstitut|nns [e.

th1s may be

Y-

.
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‘mafu’st’rum libipl“wrutesfanttcﬁurqh hodles]. .éurrently
the unemp]oyed movenent ﬁs 1t ex1sts #nCanada’ receives
i \little fundlng,.except from lahour federahion sponsored
‘ unenp]o_yed act}on centrej, which are primarily 1ocat§d in
Ontario ;and British Columbia. It.‘ls con:;ivable'th‘at‘ if,
large scale funaing to the iﬂdependent unemployed pﬁtest .

groups did vccur, the!r autunumy ould he threatened.
Furthermore, I\f\ these groups had a larger membersh!p, ce

lt i’ doubtful 1f they wolﬂd ‘be ab\e tn sustain their_m

|nternal radica-l stances., Vet, if. they wifh to c1a1m'

AN,

'l_a\glti 1 'as a voice for the unemp]oyed,\these grpuns
" need f;e cuntact ‘with :the unemphyed tnan they hav}
Having mare _contact. with the unemployed weuld;present more'
organ\zatianal difficulties for anN poverty groupi\ It 1s

n|ghly doubtful that any: form of politica] actlon that

= oncerns the unemployed or those receéiving socjal assgstance

2 can he conshnred Jegitinate if there 1s no camlunication .

betueen ;h »organizers and those. they clain to ropresent.

. - This ‘is not to suggest that Robert Hicne'l'- “Iron Lau of
Oligarchy does not operate, bugocia'l factors do limit the

“size of these protest organizations and a h\gh degree of

‘consensus demo:racy does reign. " 25
These polIHcaHy mlnded unemp\oyment groups want | .
‘s “ : systematic chunges in the economy leading’ to a scc‘let,v " N
o churacterued by full employment., Thls.stﬂl,means building ;

a mo.ven\ent of the unemplnyed. To date ‘either 'op‘tingrﬁw a

A % -90- B N “




'strength of "these unemployment bodies.

'worke‘rs 'gruui:s‘ ‘that_engage {n defensive a'cti"ons de’s1gned to

_-f6?mldab1e
'engaged 1n these struggles w1§h to.create a huqe -class= based."-

~pvotest to private sectnr rationaHzaHuns ln the econamy..

. i . . " v o -
‘lowar'd and Piven 'strangy, or creating a powerful.

L extra- parhumentary protast ]ohb)'y !§ uifeasible given the
§ e
Lilkkages with

committees tha_; sgek job development in their communijdes or

save Rhs ‘would  be, 3

movement.

irst strﬁ(

Courdinatmg »such dlsp \

‘building such a

ate gr;ou ~of unemployed "

peaple so*as to adopt ,a commun_ plan of action r_emain!"a 2

ask,: but necessai‘y activity if the ;organizations
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‘-—‘——Exmt—a—rmﬂ-mwmrw?mwed‘ Y
Assunlng tMs .doomsday scenario does nﬂ_take place,

\ direct’ res#lt of media focussed scrutlny of ‘the suh

: . s e
. s Y. (CHAPTER'S vt N
A THE FUTURE OF CONTENPORARY PROTEST ACTIVITIES
: ¢ BY- THE UNEMPLOYED - pag
- :
. A s .

Hhat- 'abaui the fate nf unemployuent protest groups?
Considering' their very’ iimited success in A?nrr‘hg

? cancesslons for the unemployed and the transient nafure of

gronp memhership, 1t 1s doubtful that any long range
plannin{ can occur. G!ven this fact, 1t is deubtfu'l ‘Kf they .
‘can :nalesce into any;hing larger 1n Sterms of. a social
movemen‘ (barr!ng a mujowecanomic disaster which would make

unemp'loyment more widespread than it is non)., blhﬂe the

'Iikelihood ‘of a sudden great depres,siun_remalns a "
7t 5 .

possthi1itd, 1t is Just: that. Assuming that sabsequent

. ‘western éapltal'ist s -'etles can- stave of f economic

catastrflphes, henc\z prevennng sudden major social

dislocations from o(curr\ng, then there is no need to
4

uhat is the fate ‘of poor people and unemployment. protest

bodies? .In-. lnany instlnces they ui'll contlnue to tarry on

1n ‘one form or another, trying. tu attrant .the attention of a ’

the : unemployed.. Ernwth “in these n:ginizatiuns will” he a
it

-especially if thare is-an - lncrease in- the unemp]eyment
Folls. Sincg 1 have akgﬁed'.%hat ;access- to thg media is of
vital |mporanu in "the sﬁl’f—promotlon'.pﬂ groups -‘suc'h as.

$-92- .




\4 ..coup, -T U, U.\N.,’ N. A F E., ther 0.U.W., a constunt efFoH. vnust
2 £

. be maintained to attract the 1nterest of t‘ne mediam A,
o symbla%fc relatior\gnip thus deve\ops between the meu!a and'

unemp'luyment protest g’oups. -The media in this process gain

«access to a steady source e»f unemp.loyed pers@ns for var-ious

L
of mass,unemp]oyment,

and the poverty urganizat\an .gains. a|
mass cammunlcations an to a’ potential audience of wou)d be
supporters. o 2 : \

i S B T g b

But th1s activity of ,constanﬂy haran uing ‘the merHa { .

with putential news stor!es on some aspect n'_ unemployn\ent i

asa dqice to a\:tract recruﬁs isdmt such‘ a producttve

‘,itraf\gy as it hurns out. - I -an earlier chapter r stated

the membersh(p of most unemplaymen}z protébt organizatiuns is

.quite sma]],land in. some: cases the membersMp rolls are

deHberately padded ~r there is medi\h 1nterest in the

group

bhtn this in m_nn,_,media propagandizing techniques
,vg,' % em‘p]oyed by anticpoverty bodies are not.an effective way-
) 4 :to ﬂi’ld up the memhership ro]es.
of COUP there was

JIn the’ p’art‘lcu]ar case
a growing reaﬂ‘lzatlun of this fac%. T
. Ey;er\ignally attempt's' to con_tac‘t the }eﬂg were viewe]d as. part
G r:; COUP's. nor'aI dnty to -spe;IZ -out on fss"ues‘ that .concerned
. the unemployed. Conﬂnen 'largely to these moral w;tch ‘dog

at;tlv‘l‘tjles, which.do not ‘requlre a huge: num

4, " .it is quite conceivable these gmups can last,#a long time
iy (long i‘n this 1nstan§e means anyﬁ‘\‘n‘q over 2 years} A \‘I
. o ~ ‘

" N .

“poverty“ stories or-an’ a'Iternat\v@ upinion on. the subjer—m

|




[iarger 'mgmbersnip, with a separatlan “between a bureaucratic

th

and general rank and f11e .members, would pro}ve c]umsy

tempting to respond quickly tn media stories.

B . N
{ % for a~sma11 protest organization’ to undertake‘ Though. these-

unemp1oyment actﬂm’g—ﬁups)defme themselves in a vanguard
“ u g role as. qeing repr:esentatives~of the unemployed .(‘wh\ch

B % pe many. cases they are not), the media does view themTas

< al tefepnnne, stamps, -and statwnery) an anti povert,v..group

P o g cdn b%me qulte newgmrufy if it wants td.

. While unemplgyment protest: or'ganilxrations—,,c"an‘ be quite
B

actiVe in the ‘media, ~it-is highly uri'like'ly'that"they will

. attract many members. Retention of: membersﬁis a problem for:
S . d these groups- in the .case of COUP, once initial unemp'loyed‘
R memhers realized it was not a Jab creation agency * they left
are Hmited (public Funds, e.g., make work schemes), cou d

. never support any sustained Job, eation efforts. )
"‘Mce fundlng is Timited and Jnh spin offs are few, 1t

- ~- i3 mot sur‘prisinq that membership 1n these hodies is |

transient.. Ev1dence, both past and present, suggests

that tnere is 2 fad+r degree of movement in amd out of

298% ¢ Tew Vi

o grganued.-agent\‘s of the'un%mplo’yed and they-are reported as” '

siu"i:h. 'Tnerefore,‘-‘with a'minimal.amount: of effurt taccess_ to "

T‘ﬁe mora_’}atcn dog" role ‘is a quite effectwe functwn o Y




“ these proteszr‘arganizatinns, dependlng on the availabﬂuly ,"
of job opportun1t1es. Consequenny,‘h' is hard to buﬂd
g up. a squ memhev‘ﬁhlp base, and this prevents "a regional or ‘
. 3 nat1onal aL]Zance\oh\the unempluyed from ever consolwning
o ° theiy ef;’brts v 3 ]
s B Uhdlg this 1/5 an internal facto inhibiting growth in.

\

110ca1 or‘ghﬂ ions of unemployed or poor peoples groups,
the bigge(\huacle to growth rests ‘with the po’HHcal

‘cu\ture tof - thh mLss unemp'loyed. Evgn 1f unemp]oyed protest

groups wanted 1‘a\rge membersh‘lps, |t Is unl!kely, given

.;urrent kmow]edgé ‘of unemployed cul that this type’ 'uf

Stice: groups\ reflects this fact..:, Furthermore, it
A§ ‘unIikely tha the, unemployed will, in Suf}iclent' numbers
' turnvtu radical pvhticﬂ remedies as a sfiution te their

prb»blefns. }t is too much of an ideo'lag1ca1 leap of faith

to e(pect an nn_mpioyed erson who has- not been exposed to

s_u’cial‘lst politics and ab\)ve all else wants a job to Join *

[
(L. a/pour peoples rotest gruup. Hav1ng some pr1or degree of

/
o’auses still remains the vbest\ determina_} of »why une&mloyed

- 1nd1v1dua1s would join such pr test organizations.
d ol / " Herdz (1981) and Bakks/ (1340) indicate thit it 4s a

'A fear that: probably constrains nnemp!oyl#nc

condition

‘l*w “7'\“: R )
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.protest groups from grewing -- fear in .the'.sense that
-ass‘ocﬁtlon wltl\\thése bodi could possibly mean blockage.-

of qccupatnmll bn$terment by the powé rs tha} be. Hertz, in

A

her study of Hinn!sotan ueifare mothey noted a reluctance

un the part of some :n Jgin or cnmph n too lond’ly, mainly
because of fear ‘that stdte: uelfare authorities would suspend
velfare_payments. ‘Similarly, Bakkg, in his conversat!ons
with uneﬁplo}"ed workers, nat"ea th‘at, ‘v“ml'le reasons w_ere_ many

and varted, a.large number of ‘Amher‘uan' unémpl'oyed in the

‘.thirties refuseéd to as'soc‘la.te M}th uhempluyment c'luhs

primarily because of their Mav-x'l t origins. . Even COUP

memhers tuu& great pains,’ botK |n1t|a11y and much Iater. to

develap far themse)ves a ‘credible'. autward nubHc image.
HhHe there -was a. grelter tendency to radicaHleon
in terns of explanations and analysis within COUP'as time

uent on, Tthis was in no way (unTess" unnttmgly s0)

vproJei:ted to outs1ders. ‘Statements to the press were

deliberately ':‘e'nsorgd_', particularly ﬂren it _came to obvious

magxist- inspired rhetorici 1t 'ns only by the efforts nf

zne. s 9
inquisitive journalists that COUP membersw{tﬁnes hetrayed
their _utopian schJ:es. for ;‘eq'r'ganizlng the etonomy. ,.Thjs'

"fear of the .left" was ‘made all the ‘more evidént when

on several accasions |n£erestsa uugmp]oyed"peop!'e ‘came to me .,

'dur1ng .coup hus1ness megnngs andApersonaHy asked 1f"c0uP

nas a communist group.
L . ’

\.




durre_ntly, to falk of any existing poor'peéple or
unemployment p‘rotest group m‘ a_.Hlance.as ; tﬁreat t'o either

“ the provincial or ‘federal state is ridiculous. F1rst of
all, they go not- have the numbers, and their tie‘e to the

} mass unlemployed are few. How well these, protest
orgmzations hl;t{ their true strength reaHy depends on how -
puliticnns perceive these groups -- that 15, if tney even‘

perq,gwe them at a'll. Some antlcal leaders and .thelvr i L

aidst"re aware of their e-ndstence. But how pol’!'t‘lcgl‘ o

¥ 5 b
¥ ,repr‘gsgntat!ves ’qauge the .actions of these groups. i %

‘unclears Ther; is- Tittle eyi:dence of any ‘négative!

*statements -rgg7’iﬂr|§ the activities of cnirr.en,t’\_memp]&ymen‘ti,
V social-justice groups; they Imerfbt“ 1iftle attentfon from -
‘elected repr%sentatwes. If these groups pers1st in their
!nedw ac:.//it‘les and coordinatesvarious confr‘nntatinnall.

’ tactics dith organizations that are sympathetii: to the(n,

the‘ﬂ cétai/(ﬂy the activ1ties*‘p})'mese groups can b‘e' ‘:‘ .
embar assmg/ to poHt1ca1 and state authorities. -Exten'dinvg,

. the /moral watchdng role by protesting luud'ly agalnst, for

/ gty tance,/government c_utbacks would be—quite & feasible °
' ’ Zajec't fér “these ‘gr‘aups. 'rtnany.' soliciting the help of
nthér‘,‘organi\zatinns in the-radical horizon in these v
\act'iv1‘.t|7es (ivea, -;‘:t ins, exp'uses’or' commentaries on
’pa’lit’lc?a’l dec‘s]pr‘s) would demongt}‘atlt: in ghe'éyes ;:f media

and “others that thé unemployed hdave community backing . for

: : o
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their stands..\h
*Clgward and Piven rgve maintainsd that relief effarts D
historically jre appHed tu stem r|s1v|g protest from the
discontented :lasses @, ‘Xt is theh\)ntenhnn that becausi
af the 1ntroduct10n df rehef measures and ma;or pubhc
works programs in ‘the thirties the Amerh:an .unemployed

did ‘not turn: to more radical po'litlcal ‘solutions. ' Since

u'nemnluyment as a poH’{ic
existing po]itico econumlc framewnrk‘ in the” Umted States, .
(i.e., the system Hna!ly d1d work) tﬁere s no need ta npt"

for a radica’l alternative, The Canad’ian expene’ﬁce during

the’ Great Depressu&' shawed t);.e effects of not havmg a 3
major pubHc relief ‘system in p'lace l;u\cope with the suclal L

d‘lslocations that .the catastrophe prruduced. R1ot1ng,

(ncreasezpolice surveillance, stock pn#hg of tear gas, the

. establishment of -armed forces superv1sed detentlon-wnrk

_camps, and . Inc1dentally a.rise in organized unemployed
protest act|v1t1es, were quwte Visible manifesta.tmns of the
Canadian state s handhng of the unemp]nyment prgblen/m
the thirties. ,-

in Newfoundland durlng the thiftles the nnemp'ln_yment

.s‘ituation was ‘not entlre]y different, except more extrem‘e.'
The riots .in 1932 by the unemployed .precipitated the -
‘collapse of .the élected gover’nment and paved.-the way for-

‘political administration hy'appumced fiat: - Welfare-statist

capitaHsm was. a post~war phennmenoh in Canada and primarﬂ?\(

-98- *
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pruv|d1ng .any poHHcﬂ np‘ut to the swap1ng of‘\'the
")

26 &

1

Unenrployed Insuranﬁe \Act of 194

i

N
i The possibilﬂ:y of anticipated unrest, 1f.not pnything

else, seemed xto motlvete ‘the Canadian stabe to pursue ful]

ere have been\o ‘!ystematlc actlnns by

unelnployed in Nortn Amer1cub# far that mafter, 1n suc‘hl Fu

'demncraﬁc Western Eurupe.i7 Pn‘otest (fnr lack of a better\ E X K

word) Was .been ' spor?n: and py no\-means systematlc or ‘_

'regwna]]y cuard\n ted. .MaJur protest, ‘when it,'has ’,

w ‘, occurred, 1s the resu!t of statercut hacks,lnuthe we”are 'n_'

apparatus, or accu‘F\n response to cnrporate ‘shut, dnwns of 2 ¢

one- 1ndustry towns. The broad” coaHtion known, .as Opératipn .
Sana 1ty in” Br1t1sh Qulumb'la and tﬁ'@u!tkly,arganlzed ‘r_.

Vi &
.natl ‘n-wlde campaign against deﬂndexation af pension afqpng‘ e

wurkers and pensinners are recent elamplas of orgmized_

L mass campaigns aga‘(nst state~we1fare cut ba:ks., . 2

Fear of the potent'lﬂ of the’ unemployed still r'emni‘ns‘

A»However, the creation .of "this 'mora'l pa.n1c‘v|s not Just

. - Hmited to s;.ate thes, it . 1s c;mstant'ly belng pr’bduced and P

ib",‘» '-99--.4'-_"..
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re‘lnfor)ced by co@nentaries. ~studies, and reports sponsored

s

by varinus 1nterested grnups. These include not only the

media, but the Yar_inus social refnrn agencies, some

'left oriented social scjentists, and the ‘uinstre«\ social

Justice w(ngs of , the Churches. Enenplayne_n_t, jcqording to

anti poverty advucates, accounts for lm‘:reases in crimeg

K s menta] stress, den‘ressinn,_suic!de, marllt‘a'l breakdown,
ah:ohnH'sm, Ani wife hatterin’g. The validity of these o

cla(ms in many cases are suspect and mora uftenughan not. are

on case recov‘ds,gwt systemati: survey techniques.

_vT_ypfca'l of these s!udies are works whose snurces draw on

ha eit}\er‘ personal 1ntarv1ews with select nnemployed

lmﬂvidua]s oF .the; case fﬂes ‘of various soc‘lal reform,,

- agencles. - Recent studies include works ke’ Hayes and ~ '

« " Nutman, ‘Understdnding the Unemploved, the 1978 Peoples

Caﬁmis'sinn on Une_liﬂoy’ment _'1n Newfoundlant, W_
§u':ggg gg;'-g’“;s and the ?iu;h' publicized Cjnaéian Mental

§ Health ASSocfation work, Unempioyment Jts”Impact on Body and

- M, U'nwitt"lngly. despn'.'e their intentinns,"such

presentatiuns of -evidence portray.an overt'!y negative Image 4
< s f nf the unemployed (usuﬂly dangeroﬂ) and avo\'d addressing

i % the economic questians surroundmg unemployment‘. 3 (

"Nnat Vested |nterest “have these yuung-
paople in ‘perpetuating the values and
the aspirations of a society that they .
-feel has . failed them? Alienated, the
demoralized young people who are, at

D least, theoretically at the potantiﬂ'_ R '
R Wy . peak of their physical health a'nd & .
g . pawer,: their energy, and the_‘_ldeva’lism, .

--=100- - N "y i




.+7 .7 spousal abuse,-vandalism; .disréspect

are heing 1ost ‘to themselves and, more

dmportantly, -to society ... The

long-term consequences are more ominous’

then the immediate. There is a

cumulative -impact and multiplier effect

. on the unemp'loyed, dnd their society. :

. These young men ‘and women will evidence -

. . signs ‘of psycho-social disintegration in

® i -the short “run, and .the delayed effsgts
) , do not speak well for, their future.”’

s

“"Yet the fact remains the proportion of
those .who are unemployed, reflect a°

-higher. incidence of marital breakdown, . ° /' .

crime, suicide,. alcoholism, drug abuse
and ‘social "disobedience, .let alone
neurotic and psychotic behaviours

. »I'f"-w'e'va'r.e cuncerned today about ™
the lncreased’ln incidence of: crime,’ 2 ey

for tradition and . authnrity, family
disintegration, and- all- of "the. other |
social 11Ts characterizqny our troubled
times, our failure «o.address "the. o
prob’lems of. tuday s unemp]ayed will L
increase our difficu'ltlés in" dealing 5

B with what will certainly be oe cr\ses
‘in our civilization tomorrow. .

!mage of the unemp\cyed as puteﬂtla} poHtrcal or s i;l

rCertaivﬂy' unémp'loyment protest groups p1dy.pnris

threat -« e.g., ve1'led threats, er‘"remember 1932"30 in .

-COUP. ‘press statements or "1.1/2 mHHun people aan't be.

ig.noréd' by unemplnyed r‘epresentatwes recreating the Ottawa

unemployment trek of 1935, or d pane] of ordinary unempluyed .
peop]g argu!ng un a natlonal CBC discussinn spec\ia] rhat

'on\y a revo'luthm wH] su'lve the needs of the unempioy.ed arev'

typiﬁnl of these threats. uhﬂe these statements may be

soc1a1ogica11y 1'nar.curate (noth1ng currenﬂy indiCates- a

,'»'“’11 o B osgs




trend towards radica]lzati,envof‘the unemployed), ‘they are

quite useful in terms of p_ropagande value for unempflqyﬂe,vjtf_

protest groups. In seme respects, the "political ;threat" .
’ . r'he{toric of these gruups is often ah\ extension of the

apocalyptic “revolt scenarw as stated in C\\apf/er Two..

PubHc wav\n'lno;;s of dire consequences, exaggerat(o)ns

v:gaf true size,_.c.nps_ta,nt attempts to access the 'media, .

hu11d1ng vari. us a\hances, and the pursn1t of numerous~

I o strategies to recru1t members are .essentiaﬂy matter o:

V 0 11fe and death for. these groups. Thelr surv1va1 and
<

pos Ty the-ir success ‘as .societal” transi‘ormanon' agepts

'restsmgﬁt activitye Furthermure,_.tli_ese activdsts %
.have ‘to confront an 'apet'r;‘etic ﬁ!a-_ss w/hicﬁ resists
. ., . i 3 arga‘nizjvyg. ‘Faced by such difficu]ﬁes, members in these»

groups can do 1\tt1e except. to continue attempting to

ar‘ga‘ni;e. The?r 'finest hour'" Hnally depends on .a 4

po'Htic;] or ebonqm_1c \:a‘tart'r_ophe.v' This would not Aon-'ly_

¥ vindicate_ theirwn_rhetoric, but as pe‘Htiic'al"Iy_ organt
-groups’ of unemployed individials. they- would e in a g‘reat

¥ . positiun to prov’lde:leadershm. o )
- However, Aif the state manages to :ontral unemp'loyment
W 5 nt a socia]]y acceptab]e level, then nnemp'loyment wil)
o % remain just a socl}a] préblem'and. not a _pu]1t|r.a1 problem

“the State. This -is primarily dome by

1027 | g "




. hanks, and soc1a1 p]anning councils. While sn:ia‘( b'lannjng H

e

‘camnot be considered asi ideological” extensidns o

shifting some of the bm of responsibility for the
N

is .shifted from the poHt«t:al ‘arena, to be mediated at the

individu»al,'c‘ase' Tevel by various reform and social wnrk

oriented agenéies. Certainly it is tq the state's flnanc|a'l

advantage tu et these reformist agencies take. an, the socia!

serv1ce prolﬂems ‘of "the unemployed. n 8 TEye N

When the state no‘ lnnger as;umes full responsib!'luy E

for nnemp1oyment“ e t'ransfers the problem to;cha _Ltiés, fond'.'

counc!'ls and many antl-poverty groups may .and - dn re:eive

“limited public -grant funding, it wnuld be" 1naccurate to'_

unemployed. In this case the .problem of unemployment’

describe these agenc\es as’ 1deulug1ca1~ extens‘!ons'-of _the:

tate.' Certain'ly such organ1zatﬂons do provide \:nput <into

pubHc pol‘lcy, but then so -daes’ every. other’ organized'
societal ‘segment. One must remember that snc1a1 planning‘

cnuncns (the Canadian Cuunc-ﬂ on Social Dev!lopment, the '

Vanler 1nst|tute, “the Toronto ‘Metro. Planmng Councll, even

the Fraser Instutute) and, dnti-poverty bodies are

) 1ndependent1y created not state created..” Often’ the

f|naoc1a1 resources prov1ded Y the state on1y provide for,*

as advu:ates of :these assnciat1ons attest ta, Band -aid

‘solutions tu the problem. “One predom(nant raason why groups

like coup and other:similac. ‘anti-poverty organ'(‘zatinn_s

is.that they advocate poHHcal-_sent‘lIments and solutions

[ g oo M l103- ¢

~the. state
e L




"do ndt impose_a great’ ‘fina’nc-{a

‘heurinj i

that run counter tg the Interests of .the dominant capitalist
seciety. When this happens Itne publlc perception of
ynemployment chgnges,;especval'ly the perception of who the

‘ .

unemployed are. Furth smore, such .a péhceptual :hange makes

the .work of strugghng anti-poverty groups a]l the more |

diFficulis '

A In this social work scenario, su'lutmns to unemployment

tak'e ‘the form of lobbylng to ‘overcome® the econom'lcr :

def|c1enc1es of prnblematlc societal segments. So‘lutwns to .

v‘unemplnyment at thi's _.'leve'l_ stil _remam‘ ama]lorﬂtiye; ,t.h'ey i

r'ai‘n on the state. Thesge

.societalbsegments, parch'laHy as” defimed, hy op’in'ion

shapers, 1nc1ude high schoo'l dro Fts, unwed mothers, o]der

workers- who fai]ed to retravn, and” so. on. ln this

“perception of what ‘should be done about’ unevnp'loyment,'

the politicgl causes underlying unemp1oyment are rara'ly -
discussed, - There’fura any ant1- overty, pour peuples,

we'lfare rights, or unamp'lnyment action q’roup tnat seeks a

radical so]vt‘len to. unemployment Wil not even receive o

Given this develuping state -of affa'lrs, educat‘lon

as to why unemplayment is a po]1t1cal issue becomes ever

more importqnt fnr these ~ grnups. But 'the ex‘tént‘ to- which

educat!on, ds opposed to more direct fnrms Lof poh"ticél" i

action, remalns the focus nf these gruups is st111 dependent

on external factors wnich tney have Htt1e control: of.
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Ihe g‘n;e ) -

C‘]ass‘cunf’li‘ct'in the traditional sense .is a\weys a(
| - possi’bility in d|sc’|‘s:,1ons of the .pet‘enti'alu,les of unrest
among the -unemp'loyect. The origins f future class conflict

o may.lie in the state s ability or |nab1ﬂty to stave .of¥-
»%—\wg demands” g\ven a shrinking tax base.' Coupled (n/this
fact ‘would be the increasing strain on non-governmental
N agencies to Eope with £he demands-c% the unemp]oyed.“’ This
reath already alarms representatives of these
|nst1tut

s, 'as numerous press )tatements attest.

5 Historically, when the efforts uf even priyat rellef,failed
viln' the past, unempﬂoyment became a pGHtlca'l p‘rcb‘]em‘

(ruughly frnm the 16th century to the present era) 32 .
Protest amang the un

10 ed was v1s1bly present 1n Eumerous
forms (as nppnsed to today), and was regarded 1n tht _of
state actions to cantrul sit as a- threat to the social
order. The ‘same ‘fears u\f the unemp]uyed resurface with
every subsequent recess1on and consequent]y it is the

one. weapon organized unemployment. action graups can use ﬁ’

by e thelr advantage.

this does not hépp‘en, and these orgdnizations
stuck 1n the/role of pancal " educatol S‘for the,

’ un’emp'l yed, théy

l"I exhibit outwardly some of the

" o*Toole and-’

others.' aut they wﬂl not be as restrictive i mémmﬁm

AN
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1s aimed at expand1ng their membership. Furt'hérmore, these.
unemp'loyment protest groups are often in alhance with other
established social-and economic reform groups. Recent social
theuries of "solidarity orgamzatwn" and "resource mobili-
zah\on", proposed by Charles, Tﬂly and Anthony Oberschaﬂ,‘
_are \reflected precisely in the orgamzatl?n of these alliances.
The ﬁnemp]oyment protest bodies are smhl], c-lose knit groups
which |nteract on a fairly regu'lar basis mth nther protest
',groups over lssues of mutual concern These alhances allow
» for greater mobﬂizatlon of. resour;és for action (e gy money.
arn}s. press coverage) than is possnﬂe for groups that exist
in total.seclusion from symvatheﬁc others.. .
The far.e of the .current. Canad1an unemp'lo_yment - protest
prntu-muveme(rt, made,up of groups like COUP, !s'.dependent P" ’
“externa] pohtvc.ﬂ factors' The_| role sucrn organﬁiat1ons

play in radn:ahzmg the Unemployed is, and will cantlnue to

be, structurally 'etermlned {1'say thxs s1nce the‘e is no
evidence to suggest that the almost anomic cu'lture of the
unemployed 1s chang1ng m the conuentinna] radical direction. )
Unfortunate]y for groups |1ke COUP, a sense of socua] re]evancy

can-only be achlEVEd 1f the system fa1ls. 0thgrw1se th‘ey sare

relegated. to the pehhcal fr\nges of Canadianp society and will .-

’conhnue to- remain there despite their. attempts to be'polit-

1caHy credible.
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Bakke had noted this had been similaf*8oth in
America and England. 'Uunemployed clubs according

attendance due to the social
visiting such clubs.

“"to Bakke.most likely suffered from sparse

stigma attached to

outbursts¥of violeice have tended to .be~Jocalized,

historically reflected in areas

charatteri zed by

virtually. full unemployment, wnether they be' riral
areas or inner city ghettoes ie. Toxteth'in L1verpoa1,
‘or:Brixton .in:Londan, Failure to .create ‘a more
,coordinated struggle is sometimes as Cloward and, Piven
“have noted”'(Poor Peoples ‘Movement: How They
Regulated) thwarted by the 1ntrndnction of we1fare

measures by the stute.

S

Are

Some. of. thl‘s ana"lys(s is’-based on comparative ‘studies
of political 'situations in Hennar, Germany
ent nd the

‘contempo
Futur

y Br|ta|n dordnn

981), p. 122 notes the su c

and

ona ron ln organizing unemployed inner ' c'lty

youth in Great Britain as a disturbing trend.

studies, most notably Scholzman dnd Verb

a, In ur
The 28S
1980, note that the long-term .unemp oye

gTven the chance would prefer to.s

Insult '(1978), and Sinfield-and Shouler,
State |

Other

art their own sma’l]
T businessi Scholzman and Verba note .the unemployed

tend to identify more strongly with the American

“

Dream than other occupationa] segments.

Brym, . theker, Toura1ne et' al. have noted the rise

of th . bodies in contributing to.

lefu¥sm, especially in

the educational:

nor* ’uvernemtal sectors .of societys -

Recent :]curnnlistic accuunts have noted
inter-connectness of extremist right wing groups in

North Americas "An anti-Klan demonstration

institutionalized

and

the

in

Greensboro, Nor(th Ccarolina (1980) was put down by

members of KeK.Ko and-

the American Nazi

_Party. An group known as the. Order was. known to have
"1inks to a white supremacist religious. body. and a
“farmbelt survivalist network known -as. Posse Comitatus
Furthermore an alliance
recenﬂy was’ exposed by Mother Johes magazlne (January

Village Voice Oct. 22 1985.
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1'9\%) between khe Unificiation Church of Sun Myung MSon
and the Christidn Fundamentalist Right who ‘accept
considerable sums..of money.from Moon for the political
compaignes of \teach‘lng New Right political candidates
in the United States. What. makes this case interesting
is that the Christian Right is accepting mone om a
decidely anti-Christian .and anti-God body in terms of

- g

Antonio Grams‘z\:l,‘ B i , International
Publlshsrs, New ;Vork; 5 .

|
i 3 > Al \
. Thif/is a'commor‘yv, expressed statement of many Canadian

unemployed organizations.- ‘The. atypidality of these

orga\niza:ioqs amd- threir rhetoric .will-bd discussed-in a_ . 4

Tater chapter,
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niversity of California Press, Berkley.

Francés Fox Piven land Richard A. Cloward. ‘Regulating
the Poort: The Function pf Public Welfare age 8.

Carl J._Cuneo. -"State, -Class and .Reserve Ldbour: The
Case of '‘the Canadian Unemployment Insurance Act
1 vie nd_Anthro

The poverty riots in Britain have received tremendous

-publicity over the past few.years. Unemployment has-*.

been posited*as the .major cause. for the riots’by many
social critics-and’ .certainly the urban areas in which

 the .rioting occurred were characterized. by

exceedingly high unemployment but the role of other,

. factors stil remains unclear in these riots. Undue

-ovér-crowding ‘are 'also oft-cited reasons’ for the -

police harassment of minorities, racial tensions,
unrest. The:inner-city riots may be a mani 'sta'f.ion

~
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—»esponsible government in Newfoundhnd v
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actually  grew thus placlng greater strains on the
‘'safety net. =
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