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ABSTRACT

The Napoleonic and Anglo-American Wars provided

the transitional period during which the 'fest of England -
Newfoundland Cod Fishery' disappeared and the 'Newfoundland
Cod Fishery' came into its own. VAs these wars concluded
the Island found itself in the enviable position of supplying
the total, with few exceptions, world demand for dried cod.
At the same time her economy was almost completely dependent |
on the cod fishery with per capita exports at a high level
Wuring the nineteenth century lewfoundland's popu-
lation increased five-fold and dried cod continued to provide
most of the economic base for the Island. Yet, in spite of
the fact that world demand increased steadily, Newfoundland's
exports of dried cod expanded very little resulting in a
rapid and steep decline in per capita exports as more and
more people had to be supported by a non expanding cod
f1shery. .
The causes for Newfoundlend's declining per capita

exports and for her declining share of the markets can be

found by studying the economy in general and the cod fishery

in particular. an examination of the totzl economy reveals,

in the first place, that the cod [ishery provided the major



econonic base during the century, and, secondly, that

capital investment in other industries was not a major

reason for the lack of expansion in the cod fishery,
responsibility for which lay in a combination of production
and marketing problems in the fish trade. {The writer con-
cludes that the nature of her cod fishery and a deterioration
in the quality of her product combined with the growth of
foreign competition and an increase in market problems resulted
in the decay (not too strong a word) of the Newfoundland
aried The inpact of this situation on Newfoundland
society can be seen in the decline in population growth, the

increase in public debt, and the retrenching of business.
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INTRODUCTION

J

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
Newfoundland had been the "Grand Cod Fishery of the Universe",
the waters around her shores being frequented by large and
mutally hostile French and Inglish fishermen. The "resident”
English population was small, extremeiy mobile, and utterly
dependent upon the success of the fishery., As late as 1785
the "winter" population did not exceed 11,000.1 During the
Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars the population increased
dramatically, spurred by the development of a spring seal
fishery, and the high prosperity in European risn marxets
between 1811 and 1816. By 1816 the population totalled some
140,000 souls?, and the migratory Znglish fishery was almost
dead. That population sufficed to catch alzost all the fish
demanded by the markets from which competing French and
American produce had been driven. @r 1901 the population had,
despite heavy out migration after 1860, risen to over 200,0003:

the Island's econony was still very heavily based on the cod

% Statistics"

and, 1969),

foundland
d vere extracted

ie direction of Dr. K. Mattheu

Census xe;crls al
compiled ty the writer under &

21614,

3sce Table 1, ippendix I.
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fishery, but the production of fish had not risen sufficiently
to meet the needs of a five-fold population increase.\/In
1815 Newfoundland exported 29.2 quintals of dried cod per
capita; in 1901 only 5.6.1 Furthermore lewfoundland supplied
nearly the total dried cod market in 1815: in 1901 she
supplied less than half.; The reasons why Newfoundland vas
unable to develop other industry lie largely outside the

scope of this study, which is primarily concerned with devel- -
ments in the cod fishery., Wor the latter two central questions
loom above all others: why was Newfoundland, an Island which
depended on the cod fishery far more than any other region in
the North Atlantic, and which had commenced the century as

the dominant supplier of dried cod, wnable to hold her share
of the markets, let alone increase it and, waich is more

N

(This paper will seek to answer these questions through

important, why did her per capita production declin:

three major areas: the failure of Newfoundland to diversify
her economy; the nature of Newfoundland's cod fishery and its
internal organization; and the external developments which
vitally affected the market for her fish, but which were out-
side the control of her politicians, merchants, and fishermen.
It will conclude with a brief analysis of the effects of the

decaying cod fishery cn Newfoundland societi.

15ee Table 30, Appendix I.



CHAPTER I
THE NEWFOUNDLAND ECOROMY

([The Newfoundland cod fishery, according to the report +
of the Select Committee appointed to enquire into the state
of the Island's trade in 1817, could not support the population
of approximately 140,000 people without substantial help from
the British Govemment.lji'hxs report was based on the evidence
of fish trade representatives from St. John's, Poole, London,
Liverpool, and Teignmouth and their concensus wes that Great
Britain zive a bounty of not less than 2s. per quintal on
all dried fish exported, remove at least five thousand people
from the Island, and work for a reduction of Zuropean tariffs
on Newfoundland fish. The alternative, as these fish exporters
saw it, was the withdrawal of all capital investment from the
Island folloved by the complete collapse of the trade and the
starvation of the inhabitants.

The future of the Island, its trade and inhabitants,

414 not look too bright in 1817 and [the general feeling at ~
that time was that the dried cod industry alone could not

, House of Comons
Serore the Salect Corm

2 census fizures
C.0. 19k Statistics", Nemorial
foundland.
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peet the demands of the economy.] John Henry Attwood,

representing the St. John's merchants, saw the need for

other measures besides those mentioned above: we

seriously recomuend to your Lordship's consideration the
propriety of encouraging and promoting the cultivation of

the soil, a measure calculasted to assist the labouring fisher-
man in the support of himself and his family, "1 Similarily,
a writer to a St. John's newspaper in 1817 saw the solution
in terms of diversification and exploition of other resources:

L we have to look to new resources to enable us to cope
w2

with our foreign competitors."? Iven as early as 1812 a
writer pointed out that "....every inducement and encourage-
ment should be held to stimulate greater exertion of more
general attention to the growth of Potatoes."3 [By 1817 it +
was generally agreed by lmowledgeable people that the survival)/
of Newfoundland depended on British assistance and diversifi-
cation of the econony.-,

One way to discover the place of the dried cod industry
in the Newfoundland economy throughout the nineteenth century

is to examine the recommendations and requests received by

11bid., p. 485,

tile Journal, (St. John's), Letter
ary 1%, 1617,

34 letter from a lr. Enight, n.d., Sir John T.
Duckworth Fapers, 1610-1012.



the Select Committee.

The major requests presented to this committee were
for the most part unfulfilled. | The British Government refused /
to grant bounties on exported fish or indeed any kind of
financial assiftance of that nature.] After the establishment
of a Colonial Government in 1832 one might have expected some
such policy to be implemented but except for a limited number
of bounties during the latter part of the century this was
not the case. T_nemaer 41d efther Government ever remove any Y
people from the Island and the population increased steadily

4from 43,409 in 1817 to 220,249 by 1901.1)(In addition, efforts
by the Governments to persuade the European markets to reduce
their tariffs were for the most part unsuccessm],.

The whole idea of diversification of the economy as
suggested by the Witnesses before the Committee can be studied
best by brealing it down into three categoriesi the develop-
ment of secondary industry; the development of other resources
besides fish; and the development of all fishing resources
other than cod. By studying the progress made in each instance
one can acquire a clearer picture of the place of the dried

cod industry within the whole economy.

@

15ee Table 1, Appendix I. The Sovernor of lewfoundland
did send two_si oads of pecple to Ireland and a few to
Halifax in 1815 L e Committee's Rep:
comploted. 65 Pad Ceutound
(London: Longman, 1863)

a
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fhe cconony of Hewfoundland quring the first decades Y
of the century was based on exports. Chappell wrote:

_vExports consist of fish, oil, and a very few furs: the

jmports are, provisions, clothing, salt, fishing gear, and
some India goods."lj This remark, unfortunately could be

applied to any period of the nineteenth century insofar as
secondary industry is concerned. [The manufacture of import  +
substitutes which would have removed some of the dependance

on exports was almost nil.2 The export of primary products

was the only way in which Yewfoundland could acquire the
multitude of imports needad] It has been pointed out by
econonists that the @anufacture of import substitutes is

often hindered in this type of economy by the opposition of

the large scale exporters who are the major importers as well.3
‘inether this was the case or not one cannot say at the moment

but in any event|the nature of the Newfoundland economy had

Lnayara chappell, T
Newfoundland and the Sout
J. Mawman, 1818), p. 53.

2For a list of
1835-1857, se
Heirfounilind.

wfoundland's L:parus and exports,
Jecords in the

Es i
Row, 1966); p. 2.



7

changed very little by the end of the cen:u:y.l:lx\f

[The exploitation of natural resources other than' -~
fish did not proceed much faster than developuents in yf
secondary mdustrya This seems to have been due mainly to
the paucity of other resources resulting in a lack of capital
investment. The St. John's Chamber of Commerce wrote in 1841:

¥ g T Tesources of Neufoundlend are entirely external,
and consist alone in her fisheries; she is ent_for
alnost everything upon forelgn importation; aearly all
her provisions, nctn salted and fresh, are’izported
The great exer of late yesrs have Boas made
%o 1htroduce agriculture " ove uecoodoa i
it no farther tha:
Fiantng sottle
carried for manuze; outh
small quentities, which when grown are for the most
Part cus down fob fodder, is almost ummown anong usj
and even of potatoes, the only article of human sub-
sistence produced in any quantlty ve are forced to

pond

Scotiand an
TAs indicated above, agriculture was of very limited importance. 4
Some hay, oats, and potatoes were grown and a few animals

were raised but in general farming was of little value partlyy/
because of the unfavourable climate but chiefly because of

the extremely poor soil.3 ILumbering was also of minor

see Table 2, Appendix I for the various ocoupations
of the population s of
lewfoundland, (1857-19

Calonxal Office ’nc
(€.0. 194:111), po. 222
Commerce to the :u.cx'Euar/ o

1841,

£ds, Series 19, Volums 111
lester th er
Seate or tne Colnnies, Reril 20,

and,
Te mwiber
1and wder

us Hety
vebetanles

3sc0 t
(1857- 1001), o
an and the amount

and kinds
cultivation.
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mportancel and was dependent on the cod and seal fisheries
which determined the amount of shipbuildini) Late in the
century as shipbuilding declined the opening of several mines
provided a market for pitprops. In any case very rarely was
lumber ever exported. Mining, however, did become fairly
important during the second half of the century. (See

Table 1, below)? Copper was discovered at Tilt Cove, Green
Bay, in 1857, and first mined in 1864.3 It becanme important
in the early 1870's and reached its peak in 1877 when its
value as an export was over $1,200,000. It declined rapidly
during the following seven years and in 188% was worta only
$99,217. . For the remainder of the century it fluctuated
wildly but remained a valuable export item. The mining of
iron pyrites began in 1887 and during 1892-189% its export
value averaged over $250,000 per year. By the end of the
century, however, this industry had declined to just over
$100,000 per year. Iron ore mining had a minizal influence
on the nineteenth century economy since it did not begin until

1895. Nevertheless it increased rapidly (and it is the

1see Table 2, Appendix I for the mmber of men engaged
in lumbering as reported by the (1857-1901).

23ee Tables 3, 4, and 28, Appendix I.

Jrranic Grem, “he Construction of the |
Railway: 1875-189 ts Thesis rtme
History, Hemorial Unive‘ ty o2 lewfoundland, 1 51), p. 4.
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TABLE 1

Newfoundland's Gopper and Iron Exports

Exports:

1869-1

(Value in Dollars)

Year  Copper Iron Pyrites Iron Ore Total
$ $

11869 123,192 6,096,799
1870 167,232 6,230,276
871 45,024 6,292,283
872 158,560 5,707,002
873 194,355 7,700,799
87! 121,243 7 36,039
875 370, 1666 6,132,003
876 614,700 6,562,090
a7g 1,264,044 6,81»1 582
e peed
] 28 516351797
881 547,020 7,813,880
882 5481576 7;5033222
o %00 L
132
885 102,420 5352888
886 247,539 4,862,051
887 168,853 8,200 9,176,730
868 816386 7,000 6,562,013
889 356,350 3000 6,122,085
890 226,792 72,315 6,099,686
1891 565,850 57,900 7,437,158
1892 590,008 316,58 57651111
1893 410,795 227,334 5,651,111
18 230,735 285,474 5,811,169
1895 352,395 1613450 6,219,991
1896 483,814 182,480 6,638,1¢"
1897 410,953 155,925 W,110 4,925,789
1898 410,332 78,620 4002 55,229,933
1899 291,874 168,210 137,370 6,935,315
1900 617,015 107,265 313,%%0 8,527,576
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writer's belief that the Bell Island mines compensated for
the declining seal and Labrador fisheries and consequently
provided the Conception Bay area with a new economic base.)

/n the uhole, the development of natural resources other

than the fisheries could not be considered successful 7/
during the nineteenth century,.]

While the exploitation of other natural resources
occurred fairly late in the century and was of a very limited
nature diversification within the fisheries had always been
a part--to a greater or lesser degree--of the Lewfoundland
economy. The traditional non-dried fish exports had alvays
been cod oil,l salmon, trout, and fur. Cod oil was by far
the most important of these but the others were of some
regional importance, particularly pickled salmon.

[In the nineteenth century there was additltmal/
diversification within the fisheries. Herring exports
became fairly important after 1830 and the canning of
lobsters for export beceme a relatively important industry
after 1870, Hovever, the development of the seal industry

was the greatest example of the exploitation of other resources

lThe cod oil industry was unlike the others under
discussmn ere since 1t Jas an integral part of the cod
bit; od produced was the major factor
mined the quentity of cod oil
this industry could only be exploited within certam hmcs.

F o
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throughout the century. Its expansion was so great that
for most of the century Newfoundland was the producer of two
staples--dried cod and seal oil.]

The cod oil industry had alvays been part of the
Newfoundland cod fishery and train vats for the crude
profuctien of o1l were an integral part of each fisherman's
premises. During the Napoleonic Uars this product benefited
from the general economic growth and the industry expanded
in 1813-1815 with yearly exports averaging over £100,000,%"~
It continued to grow and by the 1850's and 1860's cod 611
exports were worth more than £150,000 annually. h remained
valuable during 1865-1875 when the yearly average exports
were worth $605,849. However, after this point a decline
began which caused the value of this product to average only
$268,208 during 1890-1900.2 This decline was undoubtedly
the result of the growing use of minerals oil in many of the
processes uaich had formerly used cod oil. This of course,

would help explain the approximate 507 decrease in the value

150 Table 5, Appendix T. BDetween 1830 and 1850
seal oil and cod oil'vers recorded as 'oil! so that it is
impossible to find individual statistics for this period.

Appendix I for information showing
e of cod oi ts as a percentage
exports.

|
| &
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of cod oil per ton during tae last four decades of the
century.!

[The other three traditional industries involved the |
production of pi

ed salmon and trout, and trapping and
trading for m:.zjsalmcn exports were never extremely
important but did provide certain areas with an additional
source of income.3 In the second half of the century this
industry declined somewhat and the value of exports dropped
from an annual average of $90,020 during 1865-1875 to
375,340 in 1890-1900. Fur and trout exports had always
veen of minimal importance and there were no changes through-
out the century.*

[ A fairly important herring industry developed in |
Newfoundland during the nineteenth cemtury. ] Pick:

ed herring
was being exported by the 10830's but the average annual value

INeufoundland Journals, 1850-1900, Appendices.

e the exporting of fur was traditional and of
the most m‘n*"n" inportance the writer has mentioned it
here ratner than in the section on other resource development.

3see Table §, ippendix I. Since zost salon yas
caught at Labrador alzon fishery became a part of the
ot Labrader fitherss

See Tabls 7
the 1550-“‘(:!‘
of C.0. 194 5

pendix I for information regarding
r the early pericd ‘see the Collection
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of these exports in 1836-1850 was only £7€30.1 From that
point on, however, there was a substantial growth in this
industry and exports were worth nearly $200,000 annually
during 1865-1875. There was a decline towards the end of
the century and this average dropped to just over 150,000
annually by 1890-1900. In 185%-1855 a smaller industry
dealing with the sale of frozen herring to llew England

fishernen vas begun.? In the winter th

New England vessels
would come to the Islend and purchase this herring which was
used for bait in their own fisheries. The trade declined
in the 1870's when it was discovered that herring could be
obtained at Grand lanan in the Bay of Fundy.3 However
during the 1880's the llova Scotian supply decreased and the
Newfoundland trade was revived.* Exports increased during
the remainder of the century with an average annual value
of over $50,000 between 1090 and 1900.5 Herring exports,

1see Table 8, Appendix I.

23aymond 1icFarland, A Mistorr of & Enzland
Fisheries (ilew York: University of Pennyslvenia rress,
1911), p. 201.

31bid., p. 202,
YIbid., pp. 202-203.

%8ee Table 9, Appendix I
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both pickled and frozen, were an important part of Newfound-
1and's econony after the middle of the century. ’

[The production of canned lobster during the last |
quarter of the century provided llewfoundland with another
export item.] This product was first exported in worthwhile
quantities in 1874 and by 1876-1880 was valued at over
$100,000 per year.2 Although production tended to fluctuate
somevhat exports increased rapidly and during the final five
year periods of the century--1€86-1890, 1891-1295: and 1896-
1900--the average annual sales of canned lobster amounted to
5346,576; 0326,899; and $506,548 respectively. |The contri- |
butions of the lobster industry to the Newfoundland economy
were therefore, considerable taroughout the final decades
of the century,]

Early in the nineteenth century the exploitation of
the large seal herds off the north-east coast of Newfound-
land became a major industry and the export of seal productsy
particularly seal oil, became a very important part of the
Newfoundland economy. |

Although seals had always been harvested by landsmen

whenever the ice drifted close to shore, generally north of

1a,

; Parsons, i Zconor
elor of Science T
3 Pe 80,

Fisheries!
University, 195

c Study 0!‘
esis

Newfoundland
1isor

25ee Table 10, Appendix I.
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Bonavista, and a few were taken in nets, it wasn't until
17931 that ships began sailing in search of herds. In that
year a St. John's merchant sent two small vessels of about |,
forty-five tons each to look for seals off the north-east

coast.2 Both vessels were successful and this venture which
netted about 1600 seals3 was the beginning of the Newfound-
land spring seal fishery. In 1803 (the first year for which
statistics are available) the number of seal skins exported
reached 53,468 and the annual average for the remainder of
the year was over 100,000.% However, the seal skins wers
worth very little and it was the seal oil which was manu-
factured from the fat that was valuable. Nevertheless an
examination of the number of seal skins exported is a fairly
accurate way of studying the developments within the industry’

The annual exports of seal oil averaged well over one thousand .

0. 194

Ic, 147, wenort from Governor
Le Marchant to

129
1 uréy lay &, 18

21bid,

31b1d.
¥See Table 11, Appendix I.

ee Table 12, Appendix T.
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ons during this period while the price rose from £ 16 per
ton in 1807 to a peak of £37 in 181%.1 The annual value
of seal oil exports during the war was £ 20,000 to £60,000.
When compared with the value of the dried cod exports which
probably exceeded, on an average, # 600,000 per year during
this period? seal oil accounted for only a small portion of
the total exports. (fhe important thing is, however, that
this industry became established and, although prosecuted on

a small scale in the beginning in little vessels of thrity ./
to sixty tons carrying ten to fifteen men each,d it was to i

grow tremendously during the following decades)

[in 1818 a narvest of 165,622 seals helped 112t ()
Newfoundland out of its post war depression and the expansion
of the seal industry had begun,] By 1822 production reached
368,336 and continued growth during this decade resulted in
a harvest of 601,742 seals in 1831.% Seal oil exports

increased from 1,397 tons in 1815 to an average of over 7,500

Igee Table 13, Appendix I.

2By using Tatles 1 and 15, Appendix I, one can £ind
the approximate averaze annual vaite of dried dod exports.

30,0, 194: 45, pp, 26-29, Report of Goyernor Gover
for 180%; anc\ c 0. 19%: 129, p. 147, A letter from Governor
Le Marchant to ..axl ux'ay, lay i 1SLS

Msee Table 11, Appendix I.
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tons during the four year period ending in 1833.1 In the
beginning the price of this product fluctuated but by the
1830's it had stabilized at about £20-£25 per ton. Approxi-
pate calculations for this period illustrate the importance
of the seal industry to the whole economy. (uring 1830 and
1831, for instance, dried cod exports were valued at about
£453,000 and £360,000 respectively while seal oil exports
were worth approxirately #159,000 and £197,000.2 By this
tine, therefore, diversification of the economy had taken
place and Newfoundland was dependent on two staple products
instead of just ongy

Although production increased somewhat during the
following years by 1845 a plateau was reached. This plateau
with many vide fluctuations continued wntil the 1860's when
a decline became apparent. This decline was accelerated ;

after 1880 and exports of seal products during the ten year ~ouis)

ending in 1900 were only about ome-third as valuable as they
were for the ten year period ending in 1859.3
[The growth of the seal industry in the early 1830's |

provided extensive employment for a large number of ships

1See Table 13, Appendix I.

y using Tables 13, 14, and 15, Appendix I, one
can find the approxiate value Of these exports.

3gee Table 16, Appendix I.
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and men,] By 18271 there were 290 ships and 5,418 men
engaged in this industry. This nusber increased slowly
guring the next several years reaching 293 ships and 5,735
men in 1830, 1In 1832, due partially no doubt to a depres-
sion in the cod fishery,2 the number of sealing vessels and
men increased to 407 and 8,649 respectively.)/ In 1833 the

sealing fleet was also quite large as indicated by Table 2.3

TABLE 2
Newfoundland- - Sealing Fleet: 1833

Place of

Number Number
Ownership of ships of men
St. John's 110 2,536
Conception Say 205 4,526
Trinity 25 s42
Twillingate/Fogo 7 91
Bay Bulls a 57
Ferryland 9
Placentia 4 115
Burin 1 20
Total 359 7,983

15ee Table 17, Appendix I.
25¢e Table 1Y, Appendix T.

3c.0. 194: 87, p. 19, Seal Fishery Returns. The
total number of vessels, 359, recorded in this source differs
from that figure, 369, which is found in the "Collaction of
C.0. 19% Statistics" and used in Table 17, Appendix I.
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In 1837 St. John's sent 121 ships and 2,9%0 men; Harbour
Grace, 49 ships; Carbonear, 74; and the rest of Concepticn
pay 83 for a grand total of 327 ships and 7877 men.l
(Including %,937 men from Conception Bay). By 1848 the
nunber of vessels had remained about the same but they were

larger and carried bigser crews as shown in Table 3 (below).2

TABLE 3
Newfoundland Sealing Fleet: 1848

Place of Number ~ Total Total  Average Average
Ownership of Ships Tonnage Crews  Tonnage Crew
St. John's 9% 9,353 3.215 3
Brizus 66 5,010 36 32
Carbonear 4 L.63k .672 31
Harbour Grace 51 5,084 1,684 :.oo 33
Other Ports I 5,803 2,123 29
Total 341 29,884 10,305 88 32

In 1851 there were 323 ships and 10,682 nen3 engaged in the
industry and in 1857 the peak of Newfoundland's participation

foundland Sea
m to and Includl
Printers

( d. St. J
ooty Titen, 1624, pe 3.

2c,0. 194: 129, p. 148, Report from Governor
Le Marchiant to Sarl Gréy, tay %, 1348,

3chate, Senl Tishemr, p. 0.
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vas reached when 370 ships and 13,600 men vere involved.®
n 1863 two steamers were sent to the ice fields? and this
narked the beginning of the changeover from sail power to
stean power in the seal fishery. By 1873 the St. John's
sealing fleet contained seventcen steamers while one sailed
fron Harbour Grace for a total of eighteen.d In 1882 the

steamer fleet had increased to twenty-five and Talbot

reported:
1t [The seal fishery] has been greatly altered
within the last tventy years. It is now conducted
Ché¥Tly by steansreo-about tyenty in number-cand

partially by small craft numbering Irﬂr: twenty to
thirty and varying in size from ten to seventy tonst

He also stated that there were 5,000 men engaged in the
industry and that the crew shared one-third of the total
catch.y ( The crews of sailing ships continued to share one-

half of the profits as had alvays been the practice).6 The

lxarota Ada:ns Innis, The Cod Tisheries: The Tistory
of An Int ional ! (Toronto: University of Toronto
Press, 195%) pp. l710-11.

2Chate, Seal Tishsrv, p. 42,
31b1d., p. 6 and p. 50.

YThonas Talbot, 1
Ireland in'n

a friend

5Ibid.

63caling lgre
YMaster of the vessal, ’£ifty men uoi in
3t o ; £ the harvest’
ile the other half belonged
Senjamin Smith Papors.

to the owner.
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need for ships and men continued to decrease with tae
gecline in the seal fishery during the final decades of the
century.

The development and use of large steamers throughout
the latter part of the century was, to a certain extent, a
continuation of the trend in the industry towards larger
ships. In the first decades of the century all ships were
between th#fty and sixty tons and employed from ten to
rifteen men each.l In 1825 two vessels of 120 tons each
were built in Conception Bay and proved so successful that
this larger size became more common.2 By 1827 the average
tonnage and crew of each vessel was 60 and 19 respectivelys
By 1830 the average tonnage had increased to 79 and the
average crew contained 21 men. In 1832, hovever, a rapid
increase in the fleet resulting from the enormous harvests
of 1830 and 1831 and the depressed cod fishery reduced the
average size of each vessel to 67 tons but since an expansion

in manpower had also occurred the average crew still consisted

1c 19%: 129, p. 1l+7, 'znnort fron Governor
Le Iarcn:nt %o Earl Gréy, Yay &

]bid.

3see Table 17, Appendix I, for statistics regarding
sealing vessels during 1827-1833.
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of 21 men. In 1833 the crews averaged 22 men® and by 1837
¢this had grown to 24,2 In 1848 the average ship was 88
tons and the average crew contained 32 men.3 Harbour Grace
and St. John's sent the largest ships that year with their
fleets averaging 100 and 97 tons respectively. The ships
from Brigus and from ports in Trinity and Bonavista Bays
were generally much smaller. Larger ships required more
capital and were therefore more likely to be found in the
areas with the largest mercantile interests. This process
continued and in 1867 the average ship to leave Harbour
Grace was 119 tons, and carried a crew of 50 men In 1886,
the first year in which no sailing craft left that port,
the average size of the three steamers was 251 tons and the
average crew contained 192 men. The use of the large
steamer was the final stage in the development of sealing
crafts throughout the century. ;

The continued increase in the sizs of sealing
vessels culminating in the use of the steamers had many

ramifications for population apportionment in Newfoundland,

1c,0. 19%: 97, p. 19, Seal Fishery Returns.

2Chate, Seal Tishory, p. 39.

3see Table 3, Chapter I.

 Ysee Table 19, ippendix I, for larbour Grace seal
fishery statistics, 1£467-1900.
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"
particularly on the Avalon Peninsula. [ The seal fishery, |
by generating employment, encouraged the growth of popu- 7
lation in these areas which were in a position to be
engeged in the industry.] The population of Conception Bay
increased from 11,755 in 1815 to 28,026 in 1845.1 similarily
that of St. John's grew from 11,866 to 25,196 during this
same period. l_T‘ne employment generated by the seal fishery
was much more extensive than just the seal harvest itself;
ships had to be built and maintained, dories, gaffs, oars,
and other equipment had to be made, and the seal fat had to
be manufactured into oil. In addition, the supplies needed
created employment for various clerks and agents,| Chafe
wrote: :
Shipbuilding vas a great industry during the first
half of the iust century...nearlj every vessel at the
seal fishery vas native built. 3yery harbour of
impurt:mce on the Zast Coast built its om 5
7 censpond, Bonavista, ing's Cove,
Tx-inity, bour, Conception Bay harbours. The
crews belonzed to ace and the fat was nearly all
manufactured into oil in the same .1ar:our )
provided for ship carpenters and sa

s
rigging and fitting out and reuaivmv vessels, making
punts, oars, gaffs...2

In the early years of the century the industry was very

heavily prosecuted by the outports as Tables 2 and 3 (above)

. 56 Tavle 20, inpendix 1, for the population of
Kewfoundland by districts during 1789-1845.

2Chate, seal Fis:

y D 164
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jllustrate but by the end of the century St. John's dominated
it completely. Although statistics are scarce, by examining
Harbour Grace one can see what occurred.l From 53 ships and
2,825 men at the seal fishery in 1870 this port had only 17
snips and 1,515 men involved in 1880. By 1890 there were
only 3 ships (steamers) and 600 men so engaged and Harbour
Grace had ceased sending sealing ships to the ice fields by
the end of the century. Without John Munn's large establish-
ment which could afford steamers the decline would have been
greatly accelerated and the industry would have terminated
much more quickly as must have been the case in the other
outports. During the last two decades Port de Grave, Harbour
Grace, and Carbonear experienced a decline in population as

indicated by Table ! (below).2 St. John's benefited at the

TABLE 4
Population of Conception Bay North: 1857-1901

Year Port de Grave Harbour Grace Carbonear

1857 6,489 10,067 5,233
1869 7,536 12,740 5;633
1871 7,919 13,055 543
1884 8,693 15,727 §,206
1891 7,988 13,681 5,765
1901 7,145 12,671 5,021

Isee Table 19, Appendix I.

2sec Table 21, Appendix I

; for the population of
Newfoundland by districts during 1857-1901.
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expense of the outports from these developments in the seal
rishery. In 1870 ten vessels left the capital to go to the
jce fields and they carried 1,200 men.l By 1880 the number

of ships had increased to 2% and the number of crew members

to 5,089.2 However, the general decline which had developed
in the seal fishery by this time offset, to some extent,

this initial growth. In 1890 there were 15 vessels s2iling
from St. John's with 3,399 men3 and the figures for 1900

were 19 and 3,760% respectively. As the outports' partici-
pation in the seal industry declined the sealers from these
areas would all journey to St. John's in the spring to

compete for the 'berths'. Therefore many of the crew

members who sailed on the St. John's vessels were from the
outports. MNevertheless, by capturing the entire industry,

St. John's did not suffer so extensively from the general
decline in the seal harvests and since all operations

involved in the seal fishery were also moved to the capital
the seal industry remained an important part of the St. John's

econony.

lchai‘e, Seal Tishery, p. 49.
2Ibid., pp. S4-55.

3mbid., p. 59
Y1bid., p. 67.
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| The seal fishery was of the utmost importance to

the Newfoundland economy during the first half of the
century when it provided such a large part of the Island's
exportse In the second half of the century this situation
changed and the exportation of seal products declined.

(See Table 5, below).l By the end of the century Newfound-

land's second major resource had been exhausted._ ]

TABLE 5

Percentage of llewfoundland Zxports
Consisting of Seal Product:
1850-1699° (iverage per Year)

Years Percentage
1850-1€59 24
1860- 9 18
1870-1879 17
1880-1£89 12
1890-1£99 9

The Select Comiittee of 1817 would have felt very
much at home in the lewfoundland of the 1890's. ['.Jith no [
secondary industry, very little diversification or utili-
zation of other resources, and a population that had \/
increased five-fold, the Island still remained most heavily

dependent on the dried ced industry which was experiencing

Isee Table 18, Appendix I.

its own probl




CHAPTER II
THE COD FISHERY: INTERVAL n@zm? TS

During the Napoleonic Wars the Newfoundland cod
fishery changed from a West of England migratory operation
to an industry prosecuted almost wholly by residents.l
Throughout this trensformation the Newfoundlend economy
depended almost completely on the dried cod trade which
consisted chiefly of the production of a shore dried, light
salted fish. This was produced by fishermen and their crews
and/or families who caught the fish offshore and dried it
on or near their shore premises. The fish thus produced
was ideal for sale in regions with waru climates such as
Iberia and the Mediterrancan.

3 (Throughout the remainder of the century, however,
the cod fishery did not expand sufficiently to keep pace
vith the grovth in population and thus there was a contin-
uous decline in per capita exports although the industry
retained, to a large extent, its same position in the total
economy. This lack of growth occurrsd in spite of the

development of new branches within the cod fishery--the

ee Dr. K. llatthews, "A History of the West of
rfoundland Fishery" (D. Phil, Thesis,
University of Cxford, 1968).
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Labrador and (later and to a much lesser extent) the bank
frisheries.| As the population increased and more people
became dependent on a given quantity of fish the commercial
organization of the trade changed partly in response to the
increasing profit squeeze, but without halting the detline
in per capita exports. quuly governmental action and
technological developments were likewise wnable to prevent
further decay,/ Parallelling these developments there was a
deterioration in quality and a decline in price. By the
end of the century, in spite of efforts to reverse the ./
situation, the Newfoundland cod fishery had become a very
precarious industry,

To understand the Newfoundland dried cod trade
during the nineteenth century it is necessary to be aware
of developments in this trede during the eighteenth century
and particularly those developments which occurred while the
Napoleonic and Revolutionary ifars were in progress. .

/The Newfoundland cod fishery had always been a
migratory one carried out for the most part by West of

England fishermen. In the beg 5 it consisted of fishing

ships and crews going to liewfoundland each spring and
returning with their catch in the autumn. As stages, flales,
and other fishing facilities became larger caretakers wers
left behind to care for this property during the winter.
Thesd people, plus the occasional deserter from the fishing
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ships and the remnants of several colonization attempts,
became the first residents. Simultaneously, some fisheramen
began the practice of leaving their boats on the Island and
finding transportation on board the fishing ships for
themselves and their crews. Their boats became Imown as

bye boats and these bye boat keepers became a significant
part of the cod fishery. By the early eighteenth century the
resident, bye boat, and fishing ship fisheries were well
established but the migratory branches were larger and more

important than that of the residents. (See Tables 6 and 7)1

TABLE 6
Cod Fish Caught: 1710-1720 (Quintals),

Year Fishing Ships Bye Boats Residents Grand Total

1710 3l+ 290 14,068 91,170 139,528
1711 3,98 13,950 72,608 120,54
1712 20,030 13,900 Ec,ioo 64,5430
1713 25,890 32,370 6,490 103,750
171% 37,880 13,825 4151 98,856
1715 33,375 20,716 5,931 89,622
1716 30,329 24,310 33,830 88,459
1717 50,0 263,900~ 113,990
1718 6,058 23,310 l+1 u75 100,823
1719 2,180 19,969 2,450 94,599
1720 333090 19,720 27 420 0,230

1411 statistics for the period prior to 1833, unless
otheryise stated, have been talten from the "Collection of
C.0, 194 atatlstlcs .
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TABLE 7
Men in the Cod Fishery: 1710-1720

Men in Men in
Year Fishing Ships Bye 3oats Resident len

1710 2,802 62l 1,868.
1711 3,137 635 1,925
1712 1,1023 595 1,509
171 73 7 2,566
171l 1,986 1,001 2,625
1715 3,056 2,29 3,153
1716 1,601 ,82% 2,611
1717 2,032 1,099 1,863
1718 2,079 1,6 2,493
1719 1,523 1,031 56

1720 1,519 713 1,381

((During the eighteenth century the cod fishery and
its individual segments fluctuated. The resident fishery
prospered in war time when the migratory fishermen were
unable to travel safely across the itlantic and in any case
were usually pressed into the lavy or were in hiding to
escape such & fate, These periods brought an increase in
the Island's population. Between 1710 and 1715, for example,
the population increzsed from 2,400 to over 4,000, and
similarly, between 1750 2nd 176% it increased from 8,225 to
nearly 16,00 souls. These post war depressions caused
severe problems for the residents and usually brought about
a decline in population. The migratory fishery, on the other

hand, being well supplied with ships, saiiors, and fisherren
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released from naval service, always recovered after the
wers. This pattern repeated itself several times through-
out the century but the resident fishery, which had the
advantage of being less expensive, had become the most

important by the end of the century. (See Tables 8 and 9).

TABLE 8
Cod Fish Caught: 1784-1795
(Quintals)

Year Fishing Ships Bye Boats Residents Grand Total

1784 131,650 93,050 212,614 l;az,als
1785 170,372 111,90% 252,575 +39k2
1786 212,115 99,180 257,547 569,142
1787 275,215 116,180 61,820 732,015

88 412,580 9, 57,105 k8,970
1769 326,309 106,000 339,280 7713509
1790 262,248 83,870  302,97% 849,002
1791 183,404 123,023 229,770 536,287
1792 156,350 --395,900-- 52,250
179, 108,550 57,600 271,310 37,460
179! 151,500 ,8C0 30%,010 0,310
1795 91,790 101,007 293,638 36,535

Although the migratory fishery was a much more
ancient institution and had the blessing of the British
Government it could not survive the competition of the
resident fishery. Increased costs and disruption by wars
eventually forced the migratory fishery out of business
and fisherzen found it much more profitable to remain in

Newfoundland than to return to Zngland each year. Even
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TABLE 9
Men in the Cod Fishery: 1784-1795

Men in Men in Resident
Year Fishing Ships Bye Boats Men
1784 2,60 5,106
1785 2,861 &,604
1786 2,651 6,190
2787 Bz 10,185
178! 1305 10,794
1789 2,824 3950
1790 1,112 8,362
1791 2,255 73585
1792 2,351 8,722
1793 1,348 6,66
179 1,894 8,036
1795 15362 7,083

2End of statistics regarding Bye Soat men.

before the final effects of the Napoleonic Wars could be
felt the end of the migratory fishery was in sight. A
writer, in 1790, after pointing out that the migratory
fishery had declined between 1788 and 1790 by 148 ships, 600
boats, and 3,500 men, said:
Wnether this great and rapid reduc ion of the
Fishery is to be desc ad markets, or

partly to bad Regulat cns, s
I am sorry, hovever, to observi
nd t ater

Gopy of = lstter dated Deceser 27, 1790, and post-
John's sisnature is missing but it
tt

1
marked St
may k t

man, Loadon. Col

od Collection.
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The migratory fishery reached its peak in 1786 and declined
guring the remainder of the century.l Governor Gower suggested
that one reason for the decline of the English bank fishery
(a branch of the migratory fishery) was the discontinuance of
the small bounty granted it.2 In any case the migratory
rishery had been wealened by the time the Napoleonic Wars
comienced and these wars brought it to an end.3

[mne early years of tne wars with France were not '
especially prosperous for Newfoundland. Exports remained
rather low* and there was no expansion in commercial activlby./
However, the brief period of peace in 1803 which was accompa-
nied by the Passenger Act of that same year malking it cheaper
for people to travel to Hewfoundland rather than to other

parts of North Americad resulted in increased immigration to

1see Imis,
West of Tnzland-ilefoun 5
WGolTection of G.0r 105 Statistics

1 P- 292, Nattheus,
p. 53% and

. 194:k5, pp. 20-21, Governor Gower's Report on
Newfoundland for the year ending October 1C, 180k

3see "Gollection of C.0. 194 Statistics” and Matthews,
West_of Zneland-liewfoundland Fishery, p. 537.

hSea Table 1%, Appendix I.
5,
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the Island; over 2,700 souls arrived in 1803 followed by
646 in 1804.1 By this time the cessation of the migratory
fishery had placed the dried cod industry in the hands of
the residents so that when the trade did improve it was

the Newfoundland fishery and not the West of England fishery
which benefited.

/ The expansion of the Newfoundland cod trade and the
prosperity which accompanied it resulted from the outbreak
of the Peninsula War in 1808 which opened up large markets
and the outbresl of the Anglo-imerican ¥ar in 1812 vhich
forced the imericans out of the dried cod trade. Fish
prices increased (See Table 10, below)2 and this stimulated

Dried Cod Prices per quintal: 1£08-1€15

Year Minimm Meximun Year Ilinimun Maximun
£ 5. 4. £ 5.4 Zs.d. £5s.d.
1808 9 %6 1812 1 226
1809 96 B 6 181 2l 32
1810 8 1k 6 181 6 24 6
1811 u 6 1815 1 21

C.0. 19%:45, p. 35, Governor Gover's Revort on
Newfcundlanc. for the Year ending October 10, 120L.,

25ee Table 15, Appendix I.
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capital investment. This greater capital investment led to v/

a growth in production. (See Table 11, halﬂv).l At the same

TABLE 11
Newfoundland Dried Cod Exports: 1806-1817

Year Quintals Year Quintals
1806 772,809 1812 711 Z
1807 67141810 181 912,183
1808 76,132 181 9k7,811
1809 10,219 ; 1815 1,182,661
1810 88l 17k | 1816 1,046,626
1811 923,540 i 1817 935,636

tize wages and the price of goods increased. Fish splitters,

for example, who were earninz{ 30- 32 per season in 180%

were being paid as much asd 140 for the same work by 18142
However, food prices also increased and bread which sold for |/
20s.-30s. per cwt. in 180k was costing as much as 70s.-8ks.
1n1813.3 In 1815 botn wages and prices declined somewhat

but were still comparatively high. The demand for labor and

the high wages encouraged a growth in population from 25,985

in 1811 to 40,568 in 1815.“ By the end of the war the

I5ee Table 1%, Appendix I. < 52

250e Table 22, Appendix I.

3s0e Table 23, Appendix I.

Ysee Table 1, Appendix I.
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+ Newfoundland cod fishery was being prosecuted almost
exclusively by the residents and the Island had changed from
a "fishing ship moored on the Grand Banks" to an established
colony. Governor Xeats' remar that "...in consequence of
the late wars St. John's became the Emporium of the Island
and changed its character from a fishery to a considerable
conmercial town.'l can in this sense be applied to the whole
Island.

With the close of the war in 1815 the boom that had

made Newfoundland prosperous ceased and by the end of the
year the crash had occurred.? After the closing of accounts
in October there vere forty declarations of insolvency3 and
920 cases arising from these failures were brought before

the courts.*

The price of fish declined so much that by
1816 it was sold for less than one-third its cost price and
in the ensuing panic many of the mercantile establisiments

closed.” At the same time emigrants continued to arrive

C.0. 19%: 55, p. 101, . leuter from Governor Keats
to Lord Bathurst, Dacember 29, 1

2p.4. Provse,
Macliillan and Company,

(London:

31bia.

Hpedtey,

5 P. 306,

5Prouse, 4, p2.k03-40%,
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and finding no work added to the distress. In 1815 over
6,000 people came folloved by 3,826 in 1816.1 By the end

of the year the number of destitute people had become quite
serious and the Governor returned two shiploads to Ireland
and sent more than a thousand others to Halifax ﬂne

winter of 1816-1817 was extremely bad with widespread
destitution3 and this was followed by a very poor seal
fishery.* The cod fishery was fair during the summer of

1817 but there was a further decline in price to 8s.- lls.
per quintal.’ During the winter gangs of men roamed the
streets searching for food and "threatened life and propertyd
Because of the severity of the depression the Governor, 5ir
Francis Piclmore, remained in Newfoundland during the winter?
and although he died before spring the precedent of a full
time Governor was established. An wnusually good seal

fishery in 1818% heralded the end of this severe depre;ssan.'/

1,

3rowse, Neufoundland, p. 404,
YSee Table 11, Appendix I.

J8ee Table 15, Appendix I.

Sprouse, lzufoundland, p. 405
7Ibid., p. %05.

85ee Table 11, Appendix I.
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- The Newfoundland economy changed somewhat between
1815 and 1900 as developments in the seal fishery created a
broader economic base for a major part of the century--
approximately 1830-1€70./'In 1815, by using Tables 13, 1k,
and 15, Appendix I, one can estimate that the total value of |
Newfoundland's dried cod exports was about £900,000 while
the seal oil exports were worth about £10,000,/ In 1830 and
1831 the cod exports had declined to about #453,000 and
£360,000 respecitively, while the value of the seal oil
exports had increased to about £159,000 and £197,000. (Tais L~
period was somewhat unusual since the seal fishery was
booming while the cod fishery was depressedl) However, by
early 1840's the annual value of the seal and cod fisheries
was estimated at about £160,000 and £500,000 respectively.l
Wnile the seal fishery remained important the percentage of .
exports consistinz of dried cod varied from 507 to 7052
By 1870, however, the decline of the seal fishery was evidentd
and during the following decades the production of dried cod

3y

increased. (It is impossible to say at the moment whether

lpublic Lodzer (St. Jomn's), May 9, 1843, Iir.
address to the Ilewfoun: nd House of Assembly, llay 3, 1043,

2see Table 29, Appendix I.
35ce Tables 11 and 12, Appendix I.

'*See Table 14, Appendix I.
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there was any important connection between these two events.)
After 1874 dried cod exports made up a larger pfécentage of
the total exports than during the previous forty-five years
with 1882 being exceptional for in that year dried cod
provided 917 of all exports. Therefore the first and last
decades of the century were the ones in which dried cod was
most important to the economy although the seal fishery even‘/
in its heyday was always much less important than the cod
fishery.

(e total production of dried cod during the century
can be explained as two periods of expansion separated by a

period of stagnation. (See Table 12, below.)l Until about

TABLE 12

Newfoundland Dried Cod Zxports: 1800-1900

Annual fverage Annual iverage
Year Humber of Year Tumber of
Quintals Quintals
1801-1805 9,270 1851-1855 959,126
1806-1810 7h3,uw 1855-1050 1,188,615
1811-1815 935,431 1851-1865 "012,€k9
1816-1820 283, 3V7 1866-1870 £12)327
821-1825 920,507 1871-1875 1,154,028
1826-1830 927,993 1876-1880 1,181,777
1831-1835 737,805 1861-188 1,423,200
1836-1£ko 841,525 1686-1590 1,143,459
1841-1845 961,250 1891-1€95 1,206,388
1846-1850 980,340 1896-1900 1,248,880

see Tables 1% and 33, &
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1815 there was a continuous increase in production followed
by stagnation to about the mid 1870's. However, within this
period the early 1830's and late 1360's had unusually poor
fisneries waile the fisheries during the latter 1850's were
unusually good. From the mid 1870's to the end of the
sty prodidtion: vasTup Dl Giiigthe BTty ks pester o/
ending in 1900 exports averaged over 1,200,000 quintals
annually compared with an average of less than 1,000,000
quintals during 1810-1270.

This picture of growth followed by stagnation and
more grouth changes when one examinos the population figures

for the century. (See Table 13, below).l then one compares

TABLE 13
Newfoundland Population: 1815-1901

Year Population Year Population
1815 40,568 1857 124,228
1820 42,535 1869 146,536
1825 55501 1874 161,374
1830 50,088 1881 197,335
1836 749993 1891 202,010
18k5 96,295 1901° 220,249

the increass in dried cod exports with the increase in

population it can be seen that the increase in the former

I5ee Table 1, Appendix I.



41 ; . 3

vas much less than the increase which took place in the
Jatter. This is very clearly demonstrated by the decline
evident in the per capita exports of dried cod during the
century. (See Table 1k, below).l Since it has already

TABLE 1%

Per Capita Exports of Newfoundland
bried Cod: 1815-1901

Year Quintals Year Quintals
1815 29.2 1857 1.2
1820 20.6 1862 6.0
1825 16.0 187! 9.9
1830 15.0 1884 7.0
1835 1.5 1891 6.2
1845 10.% 1901 5.6

been established that the dried cod industry continued to /

be the mainstay of the economy throughout the century this
per capita decline was quite serious.]

As has already been mentioned the stagnation in the
cod fishery between 1815 and 1870 was partly compensated for
by the growth of the seal fishery. Besides this, hovever,
the seal fishery was instrumental in the development of a 7

new branch of the cod fishery--the

ory Labrador cod
fishery.

Isee Table 30, Appendix I.
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- During the l'apoleonic ‘ars many fishermen from

Newfoundland's north east coast, particularly Conception
Bay, became engaged in a migratory cod fishery on the 'North
' of the Island. This area between Juirpon and Cape

She
st. Jonnl--referred to by the French as 'Petit lord'--had

alvays been a part of the traditional 'French Shore'.
French activity in the area ceased wita the outbreak of wary
and by 1798 schooners and shallops from Conception Bay vere
fishing there and at Labrador.? The men and ships partici-
pating in this activity were, for the most part, the same
ones engaged in the spring seal fishery. This made both
industries interdependent but at the same time it made it
possible for greater economic growth in those areas involved
in both the cod and seal fisheries compared with those areas
which depended solely on the cod fishery.

While it is impossible to determine exactly the
extent of the early Labrador fishery it is evident that the
later extensive Labrador fishery grew out of the North Shore
fishery. It seems that in the beginning vessels would sail
to the Horth Shore and occasionally if prospects were not

favorable would continue to the Labrador coast in time for

Lsec Map b, Appendix II.

2attaevs, "iest of ngland-leufoundland Fishery",

p. 592.
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the later season farther north.l In 1203 (the earliest
figures available) there were 47 ships and %35 men engaged

12 the Tishery on the North Shore? and by 1811 these mumbers
had risen to-107 ships and 717 men. Between 1811 and 1815
the number of ships remained about the same but the number
of men increased to over 1,000. Governor Gover observed in
1806 that the planters from Conception Bay had established
quite a cod fishery north of Cape St. John and he wvas con-
cerned because he knew they would have to leave the area

and procesd to the coast of Labrador once a peace treaty was

signed with France.3 ‘Another source points out that due to /,

the scarcity of fish ar;nTmi St. John's and Ccnce}:tion Bay
the fishermen went annually to the lorth Shore for the whole
fishing season. Hovever, while the Labrador fishery was
carried on to some extent during the war vears the fishery

on the lorth Shore was much more important. In 183% the

15ee Table 25, ippendix I, for the beginning and
closing dates and the sverage len3th of the cod fishing
seasons in llewfoundland znd Labrador.

2506 Table 26, Lppendix I.

3c.0. 19k
Newfoundland for
submitted, Larch

45, p. 23, Governor Goyer's Report on
ending October 1C, 180%. 2eport

£
1

It

L’ 94: 60, p. 293, Report of the Select Committee
on l.e.d’ﬂu.ndland A!‘ade 1817,
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netly elected House of Assembly wrote concerning the French
presence in lNewfoundland:, "The Labrador cod fishery was
generally considered to be a precarious venture and most
agreed that losing the right to fish at Petit lord was very
unfortunate to the Kewfoundland fishermen."l Similarly in
that same year the Chamber of Commerce (made up of St. John's
exporters for the most part) wrote:

That the fishery at Labrador being exceedingly
precarious derives its value chiefly from the employ=
ment it has given of late years to tae Sealing Vessels
and men after the termination of the Seal Fishery;
and was, as is doubtless tmown to His lajesty's
Government, but-little pursued from this Island until
by the late treaties which ceded to France and imerica
a right to occupy the part of our shore to which the
Sealing Vessels had formerly resorted for tie Cod
Fishery. Tis lajesty's subjects were driven from their
o Coa sts to sesl: elsewhere new but vastly inferior
sources of a=nloyment for Cepital and Tndustry
Vhich those treaties so suddenly paralysed.2

Although 1t could be said that the Labrador fishery had its .
origin in the Napoleonic .Jars, its expansion resulted from ,‘i;
the Treaty of Paris which returned the North Shore to Franced

It is not clear exactly when the liorth Shore fishery

ceased but it did not last long after the restoration of

French rights in 1815. Governor Hamilton reported in

16,0, 19%: 87, pp. 175-76, 4 letter from tae
fiunﬂlaﬂd House of Assembly to the Sritish Jovernment,
y 1, 183

2Ibid., p. 273, 4 letter from the Chamber of Com
to the Secretaty of Stite for the Colonies, June 2, 133k,
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1853 that this fishery was concluded in about 1821 when the
fishermen "with few exceptions abondoned the fishery and
betook themselves to the Labrador." In 1820 Governor
C. Hamilton reported that "in wnusual number of people....
resorted from this Island [to Labredor] when compared with
former years."? Although the "Collection of C.0. 19%
statistics" record a large number of Newfoundland ships on
the North Shore as late as 1827 in view of the abeve_
Governors' remarks and the fact that the French fishermen
returned to the area after the war it is very probable that
the Neufoundland fishery of the North Shore had ceased by
the early 1820's.3

Lor? By the late 1820's the Labrador fishery was a firmly
established industry. It consisted of two types of fisheries,
besides a small resident fishery. The Islanders who journeyed
to Labrador and established themselves on shore, catching
and curing their fish in the one place became known as

stationers while those who lived on board their ships and

1c.0. 194: 139, pp. 327-28, . letter from Governor
K.B, Hamilfon to tne Suse of ilewcastle, September 28, 1853.

2.0, 194: 63
C. ﬂémilton te Zarl

L letter from Governor
ovember 1k, 182

0. 128,
thurst,

3see Table 26, Appendix The officials wh
back the colonial rep p 1y very sluw to
the need for n ategor:
Thus ships way have been
when they were reaily on
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moved around to the various fishing grounds vere called
floaters. The floaters generally brought their fish back

to the Island to be dried. In the beginning the fishery
developed on the southern part of the Labrador coast and as
the century progressed the fishermen moved farther north.l
However, stationers did not go north of Cape Harrison while
the Tloaters could go as far north as Cape Chidley and
increasingly did so during the century.2 The fishing area
was very large,3 over 7,000 square miles, but owing to the
lack of charts it was hazardous and many vessels were lost.
The Labrador fishery began later than that of the Island
and the season was shorter.” Uhile the north eastern coast
of Newfoundland had a fishing season of about 143 days that
of southern and northern Labrador averaged about 87 and 52
days respectively. It was not unusual for Island fishermen
to sail to Labrador late in the summer wnen it appeared

that the shore fishery in their locality was going to £a11.6

1y, lond Journal, 1877, dix, pp. 730-43.

2gee Yap 6, Appendix II.

3see Table 27, “ppendix I, for the comparative sizes
of the Newfoundland and Labrador +ishing areas.

1 Mewgoun

nd

» 1877, ippendix, pp. 730-43.

%See Table 25, Appondix I.

1858-1859,
ingate, to

6yi111an Cos Company Letter Zool
A letter from Charlas idmonds, izent ab Tui
John B, figazore, sgent at Fogo, July 2, 1659
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yhe late arrival of the fish in Labrador waters and the
shortness of the drying season made it difficult to obtain

a light salted, hard dried product. As early as 1835 the
Chamber of Commerce cautioned that "the people employed
curing fish....at Labrador be more careful,"l The Labrador
fishery, besides producing 2 gemerally cheaper product, was -
not considered to be a paying proposition on its omn. It
was, therefore, closely tied to the seal fishery with the
same outports, men, and ships iavolved in both industries.
As mentioned earlier the Chanber of Commerce pointed out
that the Labrador fishery derived its value chiefly from
the employment it gave the sealing ships and men after the
seal fishery.? Similarly, although the Labrador cod fishery
failed on different occasions it gemerally took a failure of
the seal fishery (during the heyday of the seal and Labrador
fisheries) as in 183% to disturb the Newfoundland business
and political commmnity.3 It is important to realize that
right from the beginning the Labrador fisiery was not

generally remmerative and its success depended largely on

Lhamber of Commsrce inute Dool, 18341841, Vol.
Annual Report, iugust 5, 1835.

2.0, 194 97, pp. 272-73, i letter fron the Chamber
of Commerce to the Secretary of 3tate for the Colonies,
June 2, 1834,

3Ibid., pp. 175-76, i letter from the
House of hsseddly to the Zritish Governzent, !

evfoundland
7 1834,
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the seal fishery.

V" The Labrador fishery increased in both size and
importance during the first half of the century. In the -~
1820's and 1830's about 250 ships, with an average of 9 men\/
each, sailed from the Island to Labrador annually.l The

extra large seal harvest of the 1830's and 1840's? were
probably instrunental in the expansion of the Labrador

fishery during this same period for in 1848 over 400 regis-

tered vessels besides boats of between 10 and 30 tons were
engaged in that branch of the cod fishery.3
. Although other parts of the north eastern coast

could and did participate to sond extent in the Labrador - | X |
cod fishery Conception Bay controlled the largest part of QA \F
the industry with a fairly important share of the business W
going to_5t. Joha's as well. From very early in the century
the Yorth Shore fishery and later the Labrador fishery vas
doninated by Conception 3ay and St. John's with the vessels
from the former outnumbering the vessels from the latter by

Lsee Table 25, ippendix I.

2,

See Table 11, Appendix I.
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4o or three to one during 1812-1333.% Until St. John's

t remained of both industries near the end of

captured
the century Harbour Grace had probably the most important -
and largest sealing and Labrador fleets. In 1847 tae
population of that tewn was 4,129 (men, women and childrsn)

of whom two-thirds were engaged in or depended on the :Od
fishery.2 One-third of this latter number lived from the
proceeds of the shore fishery at Jarbour Grace, Cat Harbour
and Green Bay while the remaining two-thirds were dependent /.
on the Lebrador fishery. This means that approximately

2,000 people in that town were involved in the Labrador «

fishery. lMosquito (now called Bristol's llope), just north

of Harbour Grace,d had a population of 456 of which four-
fifths, or about 360 people depended on the Labrador fishery.”

In Spaniard's Bay one quarter, or approximately 175 people

out of a population of 715 were likewise occupizd as were
v
one-third or about 600 of the 1799 people in Bay Roberts.

In the area under the jurisdiction of the llarbour Grace

1gee fatle 51 See also C,
pp. 383-88. ort k2
Protection /:s:m,
September, 1641,

2polic
the Police O

47,

eptember 30, 1
had jurisdiclion over

3gee 1ap 3, Appendix II.
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. Police Office agproxizately 3,135 people (fishermen and
their families) out of the total population of 7,099 weret”
engaged in the Labrador fishery. Other Conception Bay
Outports, particularly Carbonear and Brigus, also carried
out a vigorous Labrador fishery (and seal fishery) and
contributed tovards Conception Say's near monopolization of
the industry. Mowever, even as late as 1889 when the St.
John's firms had taken nearly all the fish trade John Munn

and Company of Harbour Grace shipped 77 75 150 quintals of

dried cod from Labrador out of a total of 186,933 quintals
shipped in all® and his Gompany was by far the largest
exporter on that occasion. Trinity Day was also involved
3o Yhe Taiirador: fishory Tt bo:a Tosseriextents Thivas:
reported in 1850 that the 4,000 migratory fishermen at
Labrador belonged to Conception and Trinity Bays,? but the
evidence shows that the Horth Shore and seal fisheries
practically originated with the Conception Bay fishermen
and the available records on fish collections in Trinity
Bay indicate that the shore fishery was much more important

Ijewfoundland Journal, 1890, Appendix, p. 32.

Zx'ewraundh
of Captain Decour
Tewfoundland, Septe

4 Journal, 1851, Appendix, p. 146. Report

ma on the Fisheries of

£ 5, 1850.
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50 that area.l While a small Labrador fishery was prosecuted
fron the Fogo area, records similar to the ones regarding
Irinity, indicate that it was only a minor part of the total
fisnery of that region.? However, while Conception Bay

repained paramount in the Labrador fishery during the era of

the sailing ships and the large seal harvests St. John's
"penefited-from-the-introduction of steam pover and eventually

captured both the Labrador and seal industries.
Information on various changes within the structure
of the Labrador fishery is scarce but the evidence points
plainly to the decline of the outports and the expansion of
St. John's in this field, During 1854-1863, for instance,
Job Brothers and Company collected an average of less than
20,000 quintals of Labrador dried cod anmually.3 During
the ten year period ending in 1882 this firm collected an

eves and Bremner Tish Collaction Books, 1855-

890, This firn collected fish from

and Catalina. Their collection aver

12,000 quintals annually prior to the 1570's.

date the collection fluctuated more widely and often reached

as much as 2; 000 qu:.nr.als per year. In 1864, for tne first
1rm rec tae sreanss of Labrador fis:

53 quintale, suring 1679 and 1680 he collection

of Labrador fish rose to over 15, 000 quintals per v

compared or

SeiTastic of Lebredor £13
tecame more dependent on tae

aternan and Co s, Fogo, 186k~

2y, ny Produce 3o
This Firm occasional
ven wien it

collected some Labrador ©
did so the amount collected was usually r
 their total collection of 6,000-10,000

5

0

an
Quintals ann

3sec Tavle 38, Appendix I.
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average of over 145,000 quintals of Labrador fish anmually.!
since the Labrador fishery certainly did not double pro-
guction betueen these dates it is obvious that this fira
inereased its saare of the Labrador fishery. The situation
in Harbour Grace during the second half of the century is

a prime example of the trends which vere current in the
Labrador fishery. In 1867 fifty ships from that port were
engeged in the seal fishery.? OFf these 36 also took part

in the Lebrador fishery after the sealing voyage was over.
snother 5% small vessels went to the Labrador coast as well
to meke a grand total of 90 ships in the liarbour Grace V'
Labrador fleet of 1867. lleanvhile, most of the i sealing
ships vhict

did not sail to the Labrador in June and July
wvent later with supplies and trade goods and were required

to transport the dried cod back to E

rbour Grace for export.
It is unfortunate that more information is not available on
the Harbour Grace Labrador fleet prior to 1867 but it is

evident that the fleet declined after the late 1860's. (See

Table 15, below).3 Sinilarly, althoush it is rather difficult

08
nm—es, tonnage, car
out wiic
Pador fishories.

the seal and
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TABLE 15

Harbour Grace Labrador Fishing Fleet: 1866-1900
(4verage per Year)

. Total Average Tonnaze
Year Ships Tonnage per Ship
1866-1870 81 6,564 80
1871-1875 56 3,924 70 B
1876-18C0 60 L,076 68
1881-1885 62 4,079 66
1886-1890 47 3,192 67
1891-1€95 67 3,756 56
1895-19C0 37 1,954 53

to ascertain the total mumber of people travelling to \/
Labrador £ron Ueufoundland each swior dus o the incom-
3,y

Appendix I that there was a very significant decline in the

pleteness of the records it is obvious from

number of crey menbers and passengers. During the first
three years for which fairly complete figures are availadle,
1857-1870, an averagze of about_14,000-men and women went to =
Labrador fron that outport. By the end of the century this

number had declined considerably. During 1898-19C0 there
L

rbour drace

was an aver: of about 1,100 peoples from I

going to the Iabrador fishery anm is the large sealing
vessels wera replaced by steamers the average size of the

Labrador vessels declined since the small Labrador ships were

not used in the seal fishery. John iunn znd Company operated

two or three large steamers at the seal fishery for a few
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years prior to the banlruptey of the Company in 109%. The
use of these steamers to transport the Harbour Crace station-
ers to and fron their fishing rooms at Labrador enabled this
branch of the Harbour Grace Labrador fishery to survive.
After lunn's collapse this segment of the industry was
handled by the St. John's firms with the Capital profiting
at the expense of the outport. However, although the
Conception Bay Labrador fishery declined, by 1900 the

Labrador cod fishery was still vastly more important than

the shore fishery in Earbour liain, Port de Grave, Harbour

Grace, and Carbonear and even slightly exceeded the shore
catch in Trinity 3ay and Bonavista Bay,t

s 15 Tie wass wilh tatereation concerriing other
espects of the Labrador fishery data regarding the actual
exports of Labrador dried cod is very incomplote. Prior
to the use of large steamers for transporting the fish to
market much of the Labrador cateh was brought back to lev-
foundland for export from the Island. However, steamers
reduced the tire needed to carry the fish to market and
speed became important.i The steamers would pick up fish

along the Labrador coast and brinz it directly to market.

According to liicholas Smith tiis resulted in competition

among the companies for the first loads of fish which led

Isee Tavle 39, Appendix I.
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to a deterioration in the product due to the shipment of

£ish that was not completely cured.l

Although the amount
of fish exported directly from Labrador declined during
the 1880's and only recovered slightly during the 1890's?
the proportion of fish exported directly from Labrador
pust have increased in comparison with that shipped via
the Island. The statistics--the earliest available--for
the five year period, 1874-1878, show that nearly 300,000
quintals of fish were exported annually from lLabrador,

“and this quantity increased to about 375,000 quintals
annually during the second five year period, 1879-1883.

In the eight year period ending in 1891, on the other hand,
the average annual exports vere just a little over 200,000

quintals and there was very little improvement during the

remainder of the century. (Labrador

sh suffered from

stidn‘k 'L‘l tue 1CE0's and this =

French and Yorvegian ¢

may have accounted for the dscli.nc during this decade} (Ses

Table 16, below).3 ihile, no doubt, deterioration in the

Lyicnoles
Eishery (London:

5 vas a native of Srizus, Concopsion =
rather prosperous statiiner in the

2gee Table 35, Appendix I.

31bia.
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TABLE 16

Exports of Labrador Dried Cod: 1880-1839
Year Quintals Year Quintals
1880 398,397 1885 250,000
1861 To record 1886 256,176
1882 363,833 1887 166,879
188 368,009 1883 221,183
188 200,000 1889 186,933

‘cure was one of the causes for this decline, the major
reasons probably stemmed from the failing seal fishery and
external factors.l Tor instence, between 1806 and 1887
Labrador cod exports to Naples declined as those of France

n

A4

TABLE 17
Naples; Imports of Dried Cod: 18£6-1887
(Quintals)
Year  Labrador  France llorway Total Inports
1885 34,200 12,400 26,700 109,666
1887 14,000 34,100 46,950 109,770

Loxternal factors-

ts and foreign competitors--
vill be discussed in Chapte: «

2500 Table %0, ippendix I.
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this fishery had recovered a little by 1891 the recovery
was only temporary and the value of Labrador cod exports
(more so than the actual amount) continued to decline.
After the commercial crisis of 139% the St. John's firms
curtailed their Lebrador dried cod business and it was
reported in 1897 that "Ba'rz'ing, Job, Tessier, Baird, Bennett,
Rogerson, Goodfellov, and others" had cut out nearly all
their Labrador supplying.*

The Labrador fishery, during its peak and in con-
junction with the seal fishery, provided Conception Bay -
St. John's and, to a lesser extent, Trinity Bay and points

north, with a basis for greater population concentration
— 2

than could be expected from the shore fishery alone.
However, the introduction of steam power led to the capture
by St. John's of the whole sealing fleet and the eventual .J
tekeover of the stetioners participating in the Labrador
fishery. The Labrador floating fleei, operating from the

outports, declined in size, average tonnage, and importance

ine Johnston Letter o
February 5, 1697. Copies of lett n,
Kanaging Directur of ine Tirm %o his ::'\rtners ik suderiors
in Scotlend.

1893-1@5

’9-701

Tables 20 and 21,

250 pendix I for population
grovth by districts during the

ury.
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yith the disappearance of the sailing seal fleets. HNo
doubt, towards the end of the century, the floaters
journeyed to St. John's for employment in the seal fishery
in the spring and were supplied, vhile at Labrador, by the

st. John's businesses. These developments, of course, led

v

to the further growth of St. John's and the relative decline
of the outports, particularly the large ones in Conception
Bay.l At the same time deterioration in cure combined with

with mart

t conditions resulted-in a decrease in the sales
of Labrador fish which, by this time, ceused major problens
for the St. John's exporters as well as for tae outport 4/

provably oved its

l‘is‘nernen.zf\l‘ﬁe‘ Heufoundland econ
survival after 1815 to the development of the Labrador and

seal fisheries and the decline of these industriss contrib-
uted greatly to the failures in that econony in the l390‘s/x

As the Labrador fishery declined it became obvious

to both business and government that the banlt fishery would

have to be developed. This branch of the cod fishery had /

been one of the first to be prosecuted by the West of

2me
1895 provided
Tishernen,
doubt mininz

in bot
provided a new econonic s area,
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England fishermen. It survived the lapoleonic Hars but
remained very weal until its disappearance in the 1840's.

(See Table 18, below).l A Newfoundland bank fishery had

TABLE 18

Newfoundland-‘lest of Tngland
Bank Fishery: 1793-1833

Newfoundland European
Year Banlters Banlers
179 19 63
179 2 100
1795 62 53
1796 . e
179 78 ES
179 . .
1799 . o
1600 . .
1801 os 17
1802 71 58
180; 68 6l
180! 61 21
1805 30 12
1806 . ..
180 3 20
180: 9 5
1809 16 19
1810 3 10
1811 3 10
1812 5 17
181 4 3
181 2 13
1815 8 30
1818 11 L1
1817 8 48

Licollection of C.0. 194 Statistics."
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TABLE “18--Continued

Newfoundland uropean
Year Baniters Bankers
1818 .o hg
1819 10 3
1820 7 28
1821 10 25
1822 1 19
182, . 15
182! 2 13
1825 5 15
1826 1 15
1827 . 9
1328 o 10
1829 o 1
1830 6 8

8;

135 : §
1833 L3 9

been started hy@ee “7able 18) but vas alnost completel;
wiped out by the ifar. It was of no consequence during the
1820's and 183C's and had disappeared by 1840 also. The
depression of the 1860's folloved by the decline in the seal
fishery and a decline in ship building as sealing steamers
became rore cormon convinced those concerned that the bank

tishery would have to be revived because of the employmen

it could give in fishing and ship building.

Although the reestablishment of this industry was
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uggested as early as 18661 it was not until 1876 that

the governnent initiated a system of bounties to encourag\l
sts developrent.? 1 ship bullding bounty was also intro-
qucedd since it was important that both industries be
developed at the same time. The bank fishery expanded

and seems to have reached its peak in 1889 (See Table 19)*

TABLE 19
Newfoundland 3ank Fishery: 1889-1898

Nunber of Quintals
Year Vessels Tonnage Hen caught
1389 333 4,401 238, 851
1890 7' 19 298
1891 165 3:175 mZ.a:
1892 100 1,322 0,467
1893 71 957 5‘» Lol
1894 48 615 5,202
1886-97 43 872 50782
1897-9C 74 1,000 74,002

but declined after that year.” Io doudt this fish experi-

16,0: 294
on the Ope
Assenbly,

overnor l'usrave's ‘ddrass
of the liinth Jeneral

2jeyfoundland Journal, 1877, ippeadix, p. 21.

y Lppendix, p. 1%,
ippendices.

fatle 39,

ndix I for the bank cateh in
1890 and 1000.
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enced severe competitidn from the French fish since it was
s0ld in the sane markets where the French, who produced a
cheaper product, vere well established.

Wnile the total bank fishery dwindled,a few places,
pgrticularly on the south coast, continusd to maintain
substantial bank flects. (See Table 20).1 The south coast

TABLE 20
Nevfoundland Bank Fishing Flsets: 1889-1898

Port 1889 1890 1891 1892 1893
st. John's 60 41 35 1 10
Bay Bulls 16 16 9 L o
Hiarbour Grace 10 8 & 3, 1
Ferryland 16 12 3 ] 3
Bay Hoperts 15 10 5 3 .
Catalina 25 27 11 12 )
Grand Placentia 17 16 7 s 0

rin 45 Lo 31 22, 18
Fortune 12 8 6 1 3
Grand 3ank 26 23 19 12 11
Burgeo 1 10 6 5 3

cene 1896 _\1896-97  1897-98

St. John's
Bay Bulls
Harbo

~Fabeal fea

Shand Hacentta
Burin

Fortune

Grand Banlk
Burgeo

B e
N
[

lewfoundlond Jouonals, 1890-1899, ‘ppendices.
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with its tradition of Winter Cishingl and its ice free
harbours? was in a much better position to adjust to the

" pank fishery and this area was able to retain fair sized
fleets. (They expanded operations during the twentieth
century.)

During the nineteenth century, however, the banlk
fishery proved to be a short lived industry. ilewman and
Conpany, for instance, found it very unprofitable and by
1698 would have nothing else to do wita it.3 As pointed
out earlier, marketing this product at a profit--consideriag
the expense of the operation--must heve proved difficult and

no doubt contributed to the decline of the industry.

Lsince the south coast was ice free it vas possisio
for the Misherzon from the area to fish for cod durir
winter. 1thaough the winter fis: grounds vere nu
closer than the f£ishinz ba fairly larze boats or
vessels were needed and the "rocess uas Sl"il]" to
fishing. The winter fisaery offered e‘nlu'] t when the
shore fishery could not be prosccuted snd 1t was to the souta

Vhat the seal fishery vas te the Morth eest cosste

]

a

23ce Map 2, Appendix II.

3ewan, funt_end Cumm; Ligited Jscords: 177k

1899. Letter Zools, 2 Ja Yy 5y 13865
Bool 69 _Sooi an, o 24313,
Jenuary ' 2 23, J ry 18, 18

The letter b
letters sent
in Harbour

must be used.
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(Ene veufoundland cod fishery, as has been seen,
failed to expand to any vorthuhile extent, and one must
examine teor Tactors which vere often associated with this
lack of expension: periodic catch failures and inferior
curing. Without discussing the market conditions,® which
were very much a part of the whole problen, the writer
would like to show briefly hou the difficulties with catch
failures and poor quality did hinder somewiat the production
and sale of fish.

YRecoznizing the fact that production vas very depend-
ent on market conditions, since zood marksts meant hizher
profits which led to increased capital investment and greater
production, the actual failure of the fish to appear at
certain times in certain places could and often did mean
serious losses for the industry in these areas) The cod
usually migrated to the waters near shore in early sumier2--
when the shallow water had warmed sufficiently--in pursuit
of caplin. Tor reasons uhich are not tooclear, bus which
are obviously concerned with vater temperature and the food

supply, the fish often failed to appear. A glance at the

15ee Chapter ITT

25ee Table 25, ippendix I.
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various fishery reportsl can show that practically every
year these failures occurred in some parts of Newfoundland
and Labrador. Occasionally, hovever, the fish would be
plentiful in all areas in large quantities and big catches
would result as in 1857 and 1874%. . Also occasionally, the
fish would fail to appear in a number of places and a
general cateh failure would occur similar to the one in
1868. In that year Captain Parish, in-a survey of the south
coast of the Island and the Labrador coast, discovered taat,
out of the sixty settlements visited, the cod fishery had
been good in five, fair in twelve, indifferent in eigateen,
and very poor in twenty-rive.? (fovever, vhile catch
failure could be very serious for the individual cormunity
or region very seldom was it very extensive, and if market
conditions had been somewhat different wheeby the normal
rules of demand and susply could be applied, it would have

mattered very little to the total economy whether the annual

endices. See

esorts of

etitions,
t

20: :
for the period betwsen June 5y and m'u;t 22 185
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catch varied or not sifce the price would change inversely
and thereby compensate for any decline in catch. And, it
must be remembered, there was a fair overall increase in
cateh during the last quarter of the century, although
insufficient for the growing population)

{As per capita production declined during the century
(and catch failure was not a major reason for this) the
quality of the fish seems to have declined as well} ihile
this was essentially a market problem since high prices
for good quality could improve the product it is necessary
to look at the liewfoundland side of the operation.

Producing a light salted, hard dried fish was an

involved process requiring siill, patience and' good weather
conditions, (plus, of course, a suitable reward). After
the fish vas landed the head was removed, it was split open,
and the insides were taken out. The major part of the
backbone was then severed cleanly and nesatly from the rest
of the fish. it this stage the well handled fish could lay
flat and did not have any raszed ends. It was then lightly
salted in layers with about eizit %o nine hogsheads of salt
(one hogshead is equal to 52.5 imperial zallons) for each
one hundred quintals.l (Labrador and Zam: fish usually

Lparsons, "eufoundland Tisheries’, pp. 112-13
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required twelve to thifteen hogsheads for the same quantity
of fish.)! The fish then remained in this bulk for fifteen
o twenty-one days after which it was washed and allowed

to drain.? The water content of the fish was then 567 -
58%.3 thereas the Norvay and Iceland stockfish (without
salt) could be dried to a water content of 167 at which
point mold srowth becasme suspended” the lightly salted few-
foundland product vas usually dried to a vater content of
4074577 Umen 1t vas intended for the Srazil market the
lonzer journey and warmer climate denanded a lower vater
content of 385.5 imile stockfish could be dried under lnost
any ataospheric conditions salt cod could only be dried wien

the relative humidity was below 7673 and the best drying

occurred wien it was. 45 - 55J. Cutting points out that
this is due to the fact that "the pressure of a saturated

salt solution in salt fish lowers its equilibrium water

Ibid.

2cnaries L. cutty
Fish Procs
Pailosopnica
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vapour pressure to about 767 relative hunidity."l imereas
stockfish required cold weathsr so tast the fish could dry
pefore spoiling, tius liniting its production to the coldest
months, for the best cured llewfoundland fish a temperature
of 60°-00°7. (16°-27°C.) vas necessary wita 75° (24 c.)
being preferable.? 4 light wind was also essential. ‘ny
nusber of things could go wrong while this long process uas
in operation and these various mistakes combined with un-
favourable veather conditions often resulted in a poor
quality fish.

(A1 the factors that could ceuse an inferior cure
can be divided into two sroups: those over which the fisher-
men had direct control and those which were beyond his
control. It is fairly evident that tie former of these uas
by far more important and furtiermore one could say that
deception and carelessness were probably the most important
reasons for a poor quality produ:9 (Iznoring mari:et denend
for the momeat.) Carelessness and/or deception were often
evident in the manner in which Tish was selted. The correct

procedure allowed the pict

e (the solution Corned by the

union of the moisture of the fish and the salt) to drain off

toruay and Ieeland also produced
ipfish.
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the fish but this wes sometimes prevented. The result
yould be a heavier fish with a very wnite finish that could
often deceive the culler who was grading the fish. This
f£ish would deteriorate on a long voyage so that which was
originally purchased as merchantable (top quality) would
have to be sold at a loss as West India (lowest quality).!
Newnan and Company suffered from this practice and were of
the opinion that the fishermen were doing it intentionally.?
Hovever, whether intentional or not the practice sesms to
have been fairly widespread.d (Bther problens arose fron
the fishermen's application of too much or too little salt
and cerelessness in splitting and heading but these were
easily detected and hurt the fishermen as well as the tradd.
By the 1830's the recovery of the other fish producers and
the consequent increased competition resulted in the Chamber
of Comerce expressing its concern over the poorly cured

fish being produced at Labrador and advising the fisheruen

man, Book 6%, p. 85, Decezber 31, 1859.

Ibid., and Book 67, p. 113, July 6, 1EC0.

2 1082, ippendix, p. 516.
s and y Special Cireulnr and

See also "Job ot Yy
", in the Meurice Job Zaylor Collection, July 20,

Price List",
1.
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there to be more carefil.l During the 1850's Newman and
Company became very disturbed about the quality of their
f£ish which they claimed was ceusing them a bigzer loss than
anything else.? They stated that their fish was not selling
in Brazil due to its poor quality and ordered their agents
to rectify the situation.3 This seens to have worked for

avhile for in 1864 the Company noted an improvement in the

cure. Hovever, quality remained a problem for levmans
and they stated on many occasions afterwards that it would
have to be improved.” They blamed the planters wio cured
the fish and the sgents vho bought it.® The Chamber of
Conmerce also became concerned again during the depressed
1860's7 and the Department of Fisneries (a relatively

recent Government creation) reported in 1896 and 1897 that

Lchanber of Comerce inute .;uok, 1834-1841,
Vol. I, innual Report, Jlugust 5, 1

Newman, Book 6%, pp. 80-81, Decenber 3, 1859.

3Ibid., pp. 101-102, ipril 3, 1860.

o 30‘%13&, pp. 307-308, liarch 5, 106%; and p. 320,
Apr 5

611:1:1., 3oolx 69, pp. 184-65, Januory 6, 1891.

PChanber of Cormarce Itinute . “oo., 1865-1879,

Vol. v, Annual Report, iugust 8, 125
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jt was very bad and tie chief reason for the poor fish

sales.] The veather was the other major factor involved
in obtaining a zood cure but, except for isolated seasons
as in 189%,2 it did not cause nany probleas in the shore
sishory. (s
was responsible for the generally inferior or at least

cheaper quality of that fish. In the shore fishery, which

sever, the shorter drying season at Labrador

made up by far the largest segment of the cod fishery, the
problem of veather was similar to that of cateh failure--
possible in limited aress or for a limited time but never
extensive enough to affect overall productiof) Yeny things
contributed to the deteriorating cure during the century
2nd (once again ignoring market conditions) as Job Brothers
pointed out nearly all of them could be put into one word--
"Carelessness".3 %
Market denand influenced the amount of time, effort,

and money that a fishe errién could put into his caten and in

Lteuto

land Journal, 1297, Appendix, p. 3093
and 1898, .ppe:

%, p. 342,

2Baine Johnston Letter Sooz, 1893-1898, pp. 48-49,
June 2, 189%.

3uj6b 3rothe
Price List", in
July 20, 19i1.

and Conpany Specisl Circular and
urice Job Taylor Collsction,
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this regard many problins combined against the efforts of
the producer, First of all every exporter had his own
cullers and his own standards. These standards were very
1iberal when demand wvas high and very stringent vhen it was
lov. In addition to this the exporters were forced to
compete with each other in difficult narket conditions
(wnich will be discussed later) and consequently no uniform
stendards were possible. For instance, Punton and Munn's
agent at Daric Tickle, Labrador, Robert Badeock, explained
to John Tunn in 1886 that he would have to be rather liberal

in his dealin; 7ith the fishermen since a vessel belonging

to Ryan and Company had arrived and were offering all the

fishermen cash for their produce.t

levman and Company had
similar problems with competitors on the south coast as

evidenced by their letter books during this period.2 This
Company considered strict culling to be essential and the

only fair and reliable mesns of getting a zood product and

shernen.3 Besides the faults attached

rewarding the best f

to the culling system itself by the second half of the

Lpunton and Munn, 01d Zetters.
2jevman, Book 69, pp. 314-15, Yarch 23, 1893.

31!:1:1., Boot 63, pp. 240-41, Novenber 5, 18I

5.
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century buyers had bezin to buy fish at a flat rate without
any culling. (This was mown as buying talqual.) As early
as 1852 some fish was purchased talqual at Labrador® but
the practice did not amount to much until later in the
century. W. Waterman and Company, Fogo, purchased some
fish talqual in 1872, 1879, 1880, 1882, and 1883, but the
amount was generally only a very szall percentage of their
total purchases.? Grieves and Bremner, Trinity, did not
buy any talgual fish until 1886 when they bought some frem
Labrador but during 1887-1€90, at least, they bought ne;rlyv
all the Labrador fish talqual and some of the bank fish as
well.3 Similarly in 1383 John lunn and Company purchased
9,000 quintals of bant £ish talqual.” The Zarles in Togo,
however, bought 2 very insignificant quantity of their fish

talqual in 1895 and 1896 and none whatever in 18977 Newnan
Lrish and 011 Collection Zook, 1352, the William
White Collection of Trinity Zay ilanuscripts.

2, uaterman and Company, Fogo, Purchase Sook,
1878-188L.

" 36rieves and Sremmer Tish Collection Sools, 1855-
1890.

John lunn and Company lliscellaneous Fapers,
Btatements of Dry = ¥isa received at Seaghh renises

[Harbour Grace] Compmny.

5I'he Darle Collection of One ilundred and Twenty
Docunents.
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and Company refused to’buy any fish talquall but te
practice seems to have become fairly common by the 1890's2
although it was probably used for the purchase of Labrador
f£ish more than any other. Nicholas Smith claims that the
ntroduction of the steamer for transporting fish to market
led to talqual buying3 as a means of saving time but then,

of course, lr. Smith was probably thinking about the

Labrador fishery--the only one with which he was faniliar.

@ue talqual buying was no doubt harmful to the industry
the writer is of the opinion that it was not very extensive
being restricted for the most part to the Labrador fishery
and that the general deterioration in cure during the
century stemied from the lack of standards among the buyers
and the lack of standards from one year to the other with
the Tishermen fully avare that if the exporters wanted their
fish they would buy it and if the fi

vas not wanted any
extra effort put into curing it would be wastedh This
resulted in careless and negligzent curing which was the

real probles) The writer sees this as more of a market

Liewman, Boctt 69, pa. 200-201, July 7, 1891,

00lz, 1£93-
5 Steer Lette
191,

See Baine Jomnston Letter
3¢hs and Join and
s Pe 156, 1

Labrador Tishery, pp. 17-18.
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problen than an internal one since high market prices vere
not alvays available for Newfoundland fish and consequently
the Island found itself in the ever enlarging spiral of low
narket prices leading to quality deterioration which in
turn led to a further reduction in prices.

(Besides the decline in per capita production and
deterioration in cure the price of cod shoved no overall im-
provement during the century.' The high prices of the
Napoleonic iar period declined steeply until about the 1830!sl

any fluctuations from then until
2

and although there were

the nid 1570's prices seen to have generally increased.
During the last quarter of the century prices declined once
more and of course this was another important factor which
contributed to the difficulties in the fish trade tovards
the end of the century.] :
While it is obvious that the per capita exports of

dried cod were declining despite developments in the

Labrador and 3ani fis]

ries and that the prices of cod

shoved no overall increase except during the Napolsonic Wars3

==-in fact the price declined after la?é‘*—« it is not so

1sec Table 15, Appendix I.
2See

3see

Ygeq
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apparent how much this decline in earnings was being
compensated for by a decline in the cost of living although
it 1s obvious that this compensation was insufficient] imile
time would not permit the writer to do a cost of living
analysis for the century it seems that there were four major
periods involved. During the inflationary Fapoleonic ifar
period the cost of living was extremely highl and this vas
folloved by a rapid decline lasting until the economic
recovery of the latter 1830's which was brougzht about partly
by the expension of the seal and Labrador fisheries. The

cost of 1iving, more than likely, remained relatively stable

until the depression of the 1850's from ch only a partial

recovery vas made since the seal and Labrador fisheries had

passed their peak. The last quarter of the century was one
of declining fish prices and over extension of credit, both
of which conbined to force down the cost of livingz, Table

212 (below) gives some indication of this but it must be

. 15ee Table 23, Appendix I.

%see Tavle 23

tpendtx 1 for
the infornstion on 1!(1*-

reference congerning
i
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Twillingate,

taken froa Lae 3
1890.
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TABLE 21

Various Food Prices:

1804-1890

Pork (barrel)

Place Year Hinimm laximum
£s,d. #£s.a4d.
St. John's 1804 s 0-5:0:0
Conception Bay 180k 61 6: 0 - 5:10: 0
1813 9 0 -10: 0: 0
. 1817 0-3:9:0
Bonavista 1817 5 0-6:0:0
Greenspond 1830 5 0-5:0:0
Fogo 1885 4:5: 0-6:15: 0
3 3
St. John's 1890 14,00
Flour (barrel)
Minimun  Maxizum
o Ly BY
St. John's 1804 o : 0
Conception Zay 18 0-3:0:0
's 1613 0-3:6:0
18 1817 0-3:0:0
Bonavista 1817 0 - L:16: 0
Greenspond 1830 0 - 2:15: 0
'ogo 1865 6-2:2: 6
St. Jomn's 1890 .
§t. John's 20k
Zay 150%
1813
1817
Bonavista 1817
Greenspond 1830
F 1865
St. John's 1890
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semenbered that the cost of supplies in St. John's vas
alvays lover than in any other part of the Island or
pabrador. (@ any case it is the writer's contention that
the cost of living did not (and possibly could not) decline

enough to compensate for the decline in per capita exports
pade all the more serious by the decline in fish prices
towards the end of the century. | The most obvious indications
that there was a fair decline in the cost of living and that
this decline vas insufficient to offset the decline in per
capita exports and in fish prices can be found in the devels
opnents in the commercial orzanization of the fish trade
auring the centurd.

Cod fish, whether shore, Labrador, or bank, had to
be exported in order for the econony and consequently the
population to profit from it. At every point in its history
an organization was needad to collect the fish and iransport
1t to market and at the same time distribute the supplies
and equipment that these exports purchased. Since the rate
of population growth outstripped the rate of growth in
production a given quantity of cod vas forced to support a

larger number of people each year. This led to a shrinking

profit marzin which was, to a large extent, responsible for

the changes ch occurrad in the commercial organization

of the dried cod industry.

* The internal organization of the Neufoundland fish
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trade as it existed in 1815 had its origin in the commercial
organization of the iest of England migratory fishery. The
British businesszen who first became involved in the Few-

foundland fishery were the ship owners and captains from

the West of England.l In the beginning of the cod fishery's
nistory these men came to lewfoundland in their ships each
spring and returned to England in the fall with their catc:

<*As their fish premises became larger caretalers were left
behind and as the resident fishery prospered they began to
bring out extra supplies and to talte on the business of
shipping this extra fish.' The caretalters eventually evolved
into agents and clerks as fish was collected from the
residents for shipment and supplies and goods were brought
in for barter. ¥Then as wars and transportation costs made
the migratory fishery less profitable these establishments
concentrated on bringing in emigrants and supplies and
exporting fish and cod oil.¥ By the end of the eighteenth
century this process had been completed. These exporters,

such as the Poole merchants on the north east coast of the

15ee vatthows, "lest of Znzland.
Fishery"

2Inis is oversiaplisd, Srentually are
to be nads

to ity tas fish disectly to b
and provide the crew 4 15007
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{sland and the Hunts and lewmans from Dartmouth on the

Louth coast, had gotten solidly entrenched in this next

shase Of the dried cod industry. *They provided the fisher-
_on with the necessary food, supplies, and equipment, often
on credit, and collected their dried cod and cod oil in
sayment. large premises were needed for this business since
slenty of storage space was necessary and nearly all services
1ad to be provided locally.® For example llevman and Company's
relatively small establisiment at Burgeo had a total of 43
employees in 1859. (See Table 22, below).l Besides these .

TABLE 22
The Employees at llewman and Company's
Burgeo Tetahli +: 1859

Nunber Occupation 5

1 StoreXesper

1 Under Storciteeper

3 Joiner

1 Coope:

1 Cooper ipprentice

1 Master of the Voyage

6 ilasters

7

11

1

2

1

2 :

9 Youngsters

s R —

Lteuman, Took 64, pp. 121-2%, July 9, 1850.
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nen this establisament could and did borrow other tradesmen,
such as blacksmiths, sail mekers, and ship carpenters from
gheir large business in Harbour Breton and when extra help
yas needed to dry fish or load and unload ships labourers

could be hired from the community. The nain distinguishing

features of these firms were that they supplied the fisher-
men directly and they were operated by agents who vere
appointed by the Znzlish (and in a few cases Jersey) ouners.

rs these establishments,

By the end of ilapoleonic

with their headguarters usually in the ilest of ZEngland,

Liverpool, London, Greenock or iaterford, had set up
operations alony the Fewfoundland coast, excepting the French
Shore,and were expanding their control.a

Yt the

cial structure was being formed with its headquarters at '

e t: another sonewvhat different commer-

St. John's. During the Fapoleonic ljars St. John's "became
the Enporiun of the Island and changed its character from a
fishery to a considerable commercial town."® *The social,
political and eccnomic boost that the war gave St. John's
enabled it to becone the centre of trade and commerce and

competition between St. John's and the large outport firms

19%
ot

undian:

C
Report on I
1314,
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originated about this time.® During the early years of the
yar the St. John's merchants began meeting together every
pugust to decide on the price to be paid for fish and cod
il taking into account the markets, catch and the fisher-
men's debts.] They formed themselves into the lerchants
Society in 18062 and this eventually became the Commercial
Society with its executive known as the Chamber of Commerce.
In 1808 the Society tried to draw up a common standardized
f£ish culling procedure and the Court of Sessions for St.

John's, on July 26, 1808, published the nazes of the first

twent £1ish cullers appointed by the magistrates.d

This effort, however, was largely a failure for each
business continued to grade its own fish accordinz to marvet
demand. YAt the end of the war the St. John's firms were on
the threshold of a century of competition with the outport

firms vhich only ended with the withdrawzl of the last large

outport firm--Fewman and Conpany--from Fewfoundland in 1$07.

fajor developments occurred in tie structure of the

fish trade on the local level during the century. The

C.0. lck 45, p. 35, Covernor
Newfoundland for the Year ending Octo!

sr's Report on
er 10, 18

%Baine Jommston Papers, no ation.

3

Ibid.
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yraditional relationship between the supplier and the
supplied changed as business became more uncertain and a
Colonial Governnent became more willing to assist the poor.
At the same time the outport firms experienced difficulties
and during periods of depression bankruptcies among these
firms were much more common than in St. John's. (Cut of
these developnents a new arrangement grew based on the St.
John's merchant-snall outport trader-fishermen relationship
instead of the old merchant-fishermen one which disappeared
with the outport firms.]

(imile the dried cod trade staznated after the pezce
treaty of 1815 the 1830's were especially unproductive and
demaging to the outport firms.

")
firms became comnmon with some of the largest establishments

Insolvencies amonz these

having to declare bankruptey. Tor instance, in April, 1831,
Christopher Spurrier and Company of Poole declared bank-
ruptey and their extensive premises at Durin, Oderin, Barren
Island, and Isle 7alen had to be disposed of piecemeal

1

beceuse of a lack of interested buyers. In

y of that same
year Tugh ¥illian Denson of Sristol was also forced to declare

insolvency and his equally large establishments at Harbour

dzer (St. John's), ipril 29, 1831.
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Grace, Tolyrood, and 3dy de Verde had to be sold.l This
gecede vas one of the more serious depressions as far as
the outport firms were concerned.?

The insolvency proceedings of some of the smaller
firms at this time resulted in the terms "current supsly"
and"current supplier being redefined. Traditionally the

fisherzan received his fishing supplies on credit from a

merchant and in the event of the fishernan's bankruptey
the supplying merchant for that fishing season was con-
sidered the current supplier and he was entitled to full
pagment for the supplies for that swmer which were referred
to as the current supply. Only after the current supplier
had been fully paid could other creditors share in the
fisherman's estate. In the case of the Insolvent Istate

of Uillian Alexander, merchant at Bonavista,d James Stewart
and Company claimed full payment for all the goods sold to

Alexander for that fishing season. The Company pointed out

Lrbia., vay 24, 1831

2buring, periods of over extension of erodit such as
1615—1270 and 1004 s of the St. John's merchants were
also lilely ¢

701.11
27-47

vinter, 1616),
Tergus’and Glen was
tine,
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that these goods were used in the fishery and therefore
could be designated as current supply. Baine Johnston and
Company contended, on the other hand, that the law regarding
current supply could not be applied to that case since
Alexander, although engaged in the fishery, vas also a
merchant and supplied other fishermen. The case was decided
in favor of Baine Johnston and Company and the Court pointed
out that a broad interpretation of this law could be very
detrinental to the fish trade in the long run since estab-
1lishments would be talking smaller risks in advancing credit’
to other firms and insolvencies would become extremely
complex. This case is representative of what vas happening
in the fish trade at the time. “St. John's firms, like that
of James Stewart, were moving into the outports and supply-
ing small merchants who in turn supplicd the local fishérmen.
Although Stewart lost his bid to be protected under the law
of current supply the St. John's firms had the advantage of
having to deal only with smell merchants who were much
easier to control then individual fishermen.

[ﬂth:r evidence also indicates that the traditional

merchant-fisherman relationship vhich had always been the

bulvark of the large outport merchants began, for a number

of reasons, to break down in the 1830's. Patricl

wrote in 1682:
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Up to the year 1835 the fisheries of this country
were conducted not alone under Sritish law, but also
in accordance with certain usuages wrich were adopted
from tine to tiie, and wiich grey with the trade, and
were found necessary to its well voriing.
Yhese rules was, the current supplicr Tintchoa the
planter with el requirements necessery for the
prosecutinz or the voyage, viz., nets,
visiens, efe., in returs the subplier got "the fntire
voyage, large’ at current rates. On receipt
of vhien he patd a1l e wages, bait, boat nire,
freigit, and gave the planter & moderate supply for
the vinter, even if he had no work, wnich ie generally

had to give

In 1836 the merchants, for the first time, forise
to pay the wages, fallin baclk on British law, an
discarding the usuazes of the fishery, the planter
being in dsbt after the sumer; this was the small end
of the wedge that divided, from that day to this, the °
supplier an lied; the planter, uneble to depend
on the supplier, as forrerly, for his winter supd
n driven, ever since
rst lay of nature, self presefvation,
b ":srd o hlaue hin, in the face of a long winter.
The wages not beinz secured to the servants, they
declined serving the planters, at sea or on shore, the
fishery suffered in consequence, thera being no shiore-
men to cure the fish, as formerly. iomen were called
iny vho piciled the Men, produciag en Inferior -
article, waich rulned tie choracter of our fish in
foreizn mari

This report illustrates several siznificant developnents

which were tal:

5 place during the 1830's. The merchants

615-19,
ewfoundland
a5 use d to d

substan

4 durins the c it
oporate proritably in this menner.
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discovered that the growing population (40,000 people in
1815, 75,000 people in 1836) could no longer be supported
by the stagnating cod fishery--it hed actually declined at
this point.] Also by this time the neuly elected House of
Assembly was in a position to offer poor relief and the
responsibility vhich had formerly rested with the merchants

was talken over by the Colonial Government. lir. Hogan also

points out, and this appears to be the case, that the breal
down in the large planter fishery dates from about this
time. The-general insecurity arising out of the cod fishery
led to the disappearance of the large planters and the
development of small family enterprises with the men catching
the fish and tae wives and children doing the ‘shore work.
This apparently resulted in a deterioration in quality. Thus
the 1830's was probably the major turning point in the -
internal operations of the fish trade.

St. John's continued to extend its control over the
outports to the detriment of the old firms. James Simns,
the ittorney Seneral, while discussing the decline in certain
court cases in the outports wrote in 1049:

gne great causs tact

utility of Courts
has baon, that in fact

QD"‘Z'a\,OL to & wi—xi;—. the
u.

w

e loss required; for

Isec Tavie 1b,
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at the time when this Species of Court sxereised its
ambulatory functions un‘ﬂr the denominatior

Surrozate Courts, o
Sonnte and Jortuse Day, o
the Southern Settlements upwards of x
establishments of importing, exporting and supplying

ed by their lanters,

dealers and fishernen- sreas now ‘li\,ﬂn these exten=-
sive limits there is only one or at most two, such
Bstablishrents existing, 4nd in the lorthern District
beyond Concestion Bay, very fow of the once great
number of such l‘erchedtine houses are noy remaining,
for §t. Join's has becoms, throush the grocess of
thirty years, the Tiud of the Islond, and absorbed
to a great extent sup 1lying of alrxtvx-s and fisher-
men, where of course they resort spring and fall for
supplies and for settlsment of accounts.

By 1850, therefore, the trend tovards the centralization of *
comerce in St. John's was almost complete.

In the latter half of the century, although taere
were only a fev outport firms remaining, ona can gzet a
clearer picturs of what was happening because of the avail-
ability of more material. By examining these records tie
decline of these firms and their reactions to the general
situation can be studied. Similarly one can see way it was
that the St. John's businesses could succead vhere tiae
others failed. it the same time it is possible to study the
difficulties that confronted many of the St. John's firms.

By 1865 there had been a severe decline in the nunber

10.0

19%:131 269,
Governor Le

archant, June 23,
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of old outport firns.l” The Slades were in the process of
winding up operations and only llewman and Company, iillian
Cox and Company, icolle and Company, and Degroucy, Renouf,
and Company remained. The Slades, under various names and
combination of nanes, had had establishments in Fogo,
Trinity Day, Carbonear and Labrador. The Carbonear business

was the first to be sold and it was purchased by John Rorle

15ee Tavle 37, ipoendix T, and vap 8, tppendix II.
one can see 13 S5 John's Thousog verd hewyily

involved in th orts. "uci he fish sxvorted fronm
S ot miat, nave beon broudny Tron the ontsorte by
Eréders, ships velonzing to tho S, Jom's firas, or the
outport fisiermen {hensslves. In T'ulli*x_.,ats,
greenspord, g vere still ©
large 5o

“In Catalina, Tri:
siness yes under

for ex‘.m"t

jor
nat district
o Tabrador fishers as ell.
‘iley and Sons were not too unlite t.
John's firss at taey carriad on bus:
in various perts of the Isiand cad Lebrador. rovever,
X 19' ware retail

30
d Yunn, and

g
X

mly 2 sr
St «s...’*‘s coA
districts of

3 ous, and Company s bei::a of
outr'aneuvr-r_n.
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in 1239.1 In the spring of 1852 Robert Slade, tne senior
partner of the Fogo-Trillingate complex, began to curtail
his business and stopped all credit to all dealers--doing
business in cash or barter only.? In the fall of that
year he tidied up his books by forgiving one-half the
amount of each old debt if the other half was paid immedi-
ately.3 In 1061 the Trinity Slades went banirupt and part
of that business vas taken over by Ualter Grieve and
Alexander Dremer.* It seems that the Fogo establisiment

was disposed of also around this tizme for by 1865 it had

ceased to exist,” but the attle Harbour operation con-
tinued under the managenment of the Slades until it was

taken over by Baine Johaston and Company, St. John's, in

16716 The Jersey fim of .

Nicolle and Company with

its lewfoundland headquarters at Jersey Iarbour, Fortune

inshi Creve, "4 Descriptive Monograph on tae
1lian .mite Collecti

Slades",

1858, 4
nt at Tw: 11 "C’ to
ole, t.p.u. 30,1858,

Kessrs.

on
111an Cox an Carpan/,
31big.

l*Cx'eue, "Slades", William 'Mmite Collection.

J5ee Table 37, ippendix I

te Col. lec»,ion. See

Repork ’2"/: 1259,
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pay went bankrupt in 1853 with liabilities amounting to
pearly £54,000.1 This was a very depressed period and all
these establishments had difficulties. In 1864 Newman and
Company were forced to close their business in Burgeo? and
although this establishment was their smallest operation on
the south coast it had alvays done a fair trade with forty-
four full time employees in 1859 and three times that

pumber during peak periods.3 On the north east coast
Willian Cox and Company, a Poole firm comnected with the
Slades, left Iewfoundland entirely during the 1860's. They *
closed their Fogo and Greenspond branches in 1867 and the
Twillingate one in 1868" thereby bringing to an end Poole's
predominance on that part of the Island. One of the biggest
insolvencies of this period was the failure of idley and
Sons in 1870 with liabilities amounting to£250,000.7 This
firnm had a major establishment in Harbour Grace and smaller

ones elsevhere and was one of the largest firms outside St.

lNewmm, Book 6k, pp. 279-80, June 27, 1863.

Ibid,, Book 8%, p. 300, November 28, 1863; and
PP. 337—39 September 17, 1864,

31bid., pp. 121-2%, July 9, 1860.

sny Letter Book, 1865-1867, A
t at Togo, to Thomas Cox,

Bool: 65, pp. 258-63, October 22, 1870; and
. Su6-! letter from Governar Stephen Mill
vemter 2, 187
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John's at this time. Meanwhile P.u. licolle and Company's

pusiness in Jersey llarbour had been talen over by other
nembers of that Jersey familyl and operated for a tire
under the name of Ficolle de Quitteville and Company? This
sirn sold its Jersey Earbour premises to Degroucy and
Company in 16723 and its Labrador property at Forteau Bay
and Blane Sablon to Philip Simion in 1676." In 1882 Newman
and Company pointed out that they and Degroucy were the
only tvo old style outport firms reraining in Newfoundlond.”
In 1885 when the Jersey bank suspended business Degroucy
and Conpany wvere forced to declare insolvency.® Newman and
Company decided to reduce their establishment in Gaultois
in 1897 and in 1899 they offered it for sale for £3,500.7
This establishment was sold in 1900 and in 1907 their

11b14., Book 6%, p. 279-00, June 27, 1863.
2Ibid., 3ook 66, pp. 10-12, July 30, 1872,

31bid., Book 65, p. 369, June k4, 1872.

d'ill‘ an “o"d s, 1075-1878, tay
yds vere

sents
211 Scale, 1n snip:in ) ete.

involved, on a sz
SNewnan, Dooi: 67, pp. 233-36, July 4, 1882,

p. 117-18, January 28, 1886.
30,000,

7Ibtd., Sook 70, pp. 320-29, January 6, 1899.
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pusiness in Jarbour Dréton was also sold thus bringing to
an end, after three hundred years, the Company's partici-
pation in the Nevfoundland cod fish trade.l John ltunn
and Company (the successor to Punton and }unn) was the
biggest of the outport firms to survive until the 1890's
(It was a Harbour Grace firm) and wien the Company went

man and Company's

bankrupt in 189%, this, combined with I
withdraval from the trade in 1907, marked the end of St.
John's successful struggle to eliminate the independent
outport merchant houses and to capture the whole outport
fish trade., X

During this struzgle between the two commercial
groups the outport exporters were extresely antasonistic

vman and Company

towards the St. John's businesses.
complained on several occasions about their cut throat -

ir glutting the markets,d and their refusal

competition,
Sinilarly Jilliam Coz and

to cooperate

Le.n, in Ueyfoundland (Toronto:
University of Toronto rress, 1956), p. 1l5.

2Newman, Book 67, pp. 195-96, lovember 8, 1881.
3Ibid., ook 70, pp. 216-17, Cetober 8, 1897.

¥Ibid., ook 65, pp. 264583, Tovember 5, 1870; and
Book 70, pp. 201-202, July 1%, 1297.
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Company were usually very upset about the competition

from St. John'st

and generally found that "few of them are
to be trusted”.? The adaptation of the St. John's firms
to the changing conditions helped to draw them farther and
farther avay froa the old outport firms.

The main reason vhy the St. John's exporters were
relatively successful was the fact that they were under
much closer control having their principal partners resid-
ing in the Island and these partners were quite willing to
change their operations to take advantage of different
situations. The outport firms, on the otier hand, continued
to use agents to operate their establishments. Tew of these
agents could be expected to devote the time and energy to
the business that became increasingly necessary as the
profit margin decreased. lewman and Company survived in
Newfoundland for so long chiefly because of their ruthless
efficiency in dealing with their agents, their painstaling
serutiny =nd caraful examination of the account books, and

their speeific and detailed instructions regarding all

Lalilli._l Cox and Conpany Letter 3ook, 1865-1£57,
A letter fr Char: 2dnonds, agent at Fozo, to ./illiam
Watornan, i

letter from Ciarles Sdronds, agent
1lian Cox and Company, Poocle, -pril S,
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matters. When an agent's work vas unsatisfactory he was
wsually invited to London for a conference and if necessary
gisnissed vhile there.l Thomas . Job made it quite clear
how the St. John's merchant felt about agents when he wrote:
“The business under one's own supervision is hazardous
enouzh novadays without leaving it to servants."2 Related

to this, of course, was the gradual withdrawval of the St.

John's merchants fron the actual operation of retail estab-

lishments in tr

outports. Tor example, Job Brothers and

Company ceased the operation of their business in Hant's

Harbour in 18643 and Saine Joinston and Company did 1

wise with regard to their Harbour Breton establishment in

1571.‘* This process brougit with it a change from the old

merchant-fishernan eredit relationship to a 8t. Jjohn's
merchant-small outport merchant or trader-fisheraman one,

It was much easier for the larze firms to control these

small outport nerchants and traders than it was to control

24 letter from T
16, 1864, Job Fanil,

R. Job to his father, Decenber

31pia.
y

Tievmen, Book 65, p.

er 21, 1871.
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thousands of individual fishermen. Once the competition
fron the old outport firms had disappeared or was no longer
serious the St. John's exporters found that it was more
profitable and less risky to concentrate on the wholesale
part of the outport trade. (fhis willingness on the pert of
the St. John's merchants to supply traders who could go any-

where along the coast trading for fish

vas the major
complaint that the old outport firms had against St. John's}
Kewnan and Company and others like then could see no advan-
tage in selling goods at wholesale price to traders and
small merchants who could then compete with their suppliers
in the retail trade. To malte matters worse for tie outport
firns the number of traders would increase during periods

of high market demand, thereby reducing the profit margin
for all concerned, whereas very few traders would bothef to
operate when narkets were poor and prices low vhich put
pressure on the big firms to buy all the fish and supply all
the credit. This whole systen was extremely favourable to
the St. John's merchants and played havoc with the business
of the outport merchants. s a consequence, by 1882 ilewman

and Company was probably the only establishment left which

was still operating under

e old sys:e@Z They made a

11bid., Book 67, pp. 233-35, July 4, 1£82,

21b1d., pp. 225-28, tay 23, 1082,
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major effort to curtail eredit and cut it off completely
in Gaultois in 18981 and in Harbour SBreton in 1899.2 It
vas certainly due to their assiduous vigilance that their
Compeny was able to operate for so long on such a large
scale under very unfavourable conditions. Kowever, the
close individual control possible in St. John's plus the
willingness to adapt which the merchants of that town
demonstrated combined to zake St. John's the sole commer-
cial center of the Colony by 1900.

Although the St. John's exporters prospered at the
expense of tae large outport firms they were by no meens
able to avoid losses themselves. In 1€64, for example,
Thomas Job's father felt that tiey should study the possi-

bilities of liquidating their firm.3 HNowever, Job Brothers

and Company, and, no doubt, the other firms made reasonable
profits even during the depressed 1260's (See Table 23 helo:r)‘*
partly because of the seal fishery. On a total capital

employment of £61%,500 during the eleven year period (1861-71)

11bid., Sook 70, pp. 126-27, lay 1, 1895.

During the whole surmer of 1899 Newman and
taeir plans of getting rid of all planters

3J0b Family Papers, December 16, 136k,

¥Ibid., Susiness
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“TABLE 23
Job Brothers and Company's Account: 1861-1€71

Year Profit Loss Year Profit Loss
£ £ b o

861 5,500 1867

186z aildoe 1868

156& 1869

128 1870

1865 €71

1835

the Compeny made a profit of £75,525 (including annual
dividends of 57).% It is significant tiat the loss of
#£9,000 in 1864 is explained by the note, "Seal Voyage very
bad", Similarly, after the 1869 entry which shous the

large prorit of £15,000 there is the explanation,

tinrod
[sealing vessel] very successful", and in 1871, waich vds
the nost profitable year for the period, another note rezds,
"Hector end Iimrod [bwo sealing vessels] both very success-—
fuln,2 6 successful seal fishery seems to have been a very
lucrative enterprise and the decline in seal production v

during the 13€0's was no doubt one of the reasons for the

econonic problens of the early 1590'5.3}

wever, the

3see Tables 11, 12, and 13, Appendix I.
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gecrease in seal exports was only one of the causes for the
failures of this period. (The exports of dried cod declined
after the mid 1880's and average and below average prices
heightened the @ifficulty.l The growtn in population from
approxinately 75,000 people in 1836 to over 200,000 by 18912
without a comparable increase in exports and no worthwhile
developnents in other commercial spheres resulted in an
overextension of credit and contributed greatly to the
business difficulties of the 1890'§)’ In 1093 the firms of
P. and L. Tessier, and J. and . Stewart, both failedd and
in 189% most of the St. John's exporters (Eowring was the
major exception) were hurt very badly financially by the
suspension of business by the Union Bank and the Commercial
Benk (bank crash). Some firms were able to compromise on
their debts such as Baine Johnston and Company which owéd
the Union 3anit 3615,000.* Others were forced to liguidate
completely including John lunn and Company, Thorburn and

Tessier, which owed the Union 3ank 3520,000 and 458,000

15ee Tables 1Y, 33, and 36, Appendix I.
250e Table 1, Lppendix I.

. 307, January 26, 1093; and

2 69,
1093

3y,
pp. 31%-15,

Yoines and ceneral o
Jenuary 30, 1095.

creial Gazette (St. John's),
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respectively;l and 3dward Duder and Company which oved the
Comnercial Bank 3668,676.2 (@n the basis of a superficial
examination of the situation it seems that the economic
erisis of 1894 resulted from the overgrowing number of
people which the inadequate cod fishery was forced to
support. This combined with the decline of the seal fishery
and the general lack of diversification in the economy; the
withdraval of capital from the fish trade by several of the
larger firms;3 and the widespread unwise and even illegal
use of bank finaneing by the businesses resulted in the
tbank crash' and the consequent failure or near failure of
many of the St. John's merchant‘_s)

The Fewfoundland exporters, particularly those in
St. John's, tried to inprove the fish trade, or at least

llbid.

2‘1“ne Crom vs !
Cormereisl Zon
1T, n
of the "’liDn
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keep it from worsening by their influence on the Govarnment
and by other activities, but their work in this regard was
wsually hampered by self interest. For most of the century
the old outport firms vere usually instrumental in having a
candidate favourable to their interests elected. MNewman

end Coupany, for example, was successful in having the
candidate it supported elected in 1874, 1878, 1882, and 1085.1
However, the introduction of the secret ballot and the
election of the "radicals" in 18892 vealkened Iewman's influ-
ence considerably and as far as can b2 ascertained the
Company stayed out of polities for the remainder of its stay
in the Island. The business community in St. John's was not
adverse to going even farther then using their influence
during elections. Their displeasure with .hiteway's policies
during the early 1800's caused them to enter politics
directly, TYEy vere opposed to ihitevay's investment in the

railway and other non-fisiery ventures for they felt that

65, 3. 997100, Tamugry 27, 18745
spril 7, 1u7 To-ly,
45, po. 150—52 :« 31074
375

o
&
o
S

7
: a-\.O, “suty 5,
BB, 96-160, Octoner 13, 1085,

2Ibid., Book 69, pp. 61-52, November 26, 1889,
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Governnent expenditure should be chamnelled into the
fisheries instead.l Thompson points out that, "Too much
ndependent labour employed on railvays and public woris

had increased wages in the fishery: at least this was the
view ... Of the St. John's merchants."? In 1885, there- s
fore these merchants were instrunental in having ‘Miteway
and his governnent replaced by a pro-merchant adminis-
tration led by Robert Thorburn,) This governuent concen-
trated on improving the dried cod industry and although
they vere defeated in the following election they did
succeod in carrying out some vorthuhile improvements,

although nothing of the magnitude that was needsd) Desides

their power at the polls the merchants used their vehicle,

the Chamber of Counerce, to make formal requasts of the

1n chaster T the writer nontioned that largs sesla
exporters ars usually also orters ar
fo :

re generally
iiution atace i can dasu‘ny one
e othe; ore expensive.
ney have boen the case 1n

2Frederic 7. Thompson, Ti:
oundl=nd (Toronto: Uaiversity
S —

1tor
fishery prob
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governnent and it is here that one can see just how
incapable they were of working together. The only questions
on which they could agree were oncs which did not male any
great demands on their operations like requests to the
British Governnent for assistance in obtaining lower and/or
preferential duties in the markets or requests to the
Colonial Government for financial aid. 3oth areas made no
denands upon the merchants and did not require them to put
their own house in order. lowever, there were fislds in
which they could have done something to improve the fisa
trade but they failed to act. For instance, they could

have set up marketing board which would guarantee that all

fish being exported was of a sufficiently high quality for
the market to waich it went. Also thoy, possibly, could

have retrenched during depressions and avoided, to some

extent at least, the heavy debts vhich they were incurring

during the 1890's. wever, the conpetition amoni the
merchants prevented them from cooperating and if any more
retrenching had been done it is quite possible that the
econony and the population would have been adversely

affected as they were in 109k,1

point of vie:
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(n an effort to reverse the decline in the economy
prought on chiefly by the faltering cod fishery the
Newfoundland Government took several steps which were also,
for the most part, rather inadequate. Since France was a
pajor competitor in the dried cod trade the Governnent made
some attempts to curtail the French fishery by hampering
French activities in llewfoundland's coastal waters and even
on the Grand Banks. In addition bounties were introduced

to encourage tie various segments of the cod fishery--

chiefly ship building and the bonlt fishery. Other steps
included an effort to diversify the econony, the creation
of a Department of Fisheries, and the introduction of a
progran to conserve and increase fish stocks. ind finally
an effort vas nade to find new markets, particulerly in the
United States. levertheless, very few benefits resulted

from these measuresh

Althouzh the British llavy had been controlling the

coasts of lewfoundland and Labrador it was not until mid

century that the llewfoundland Governnment decided it was

necessary to supplement the Sritish service. TFron the
reports of the Commandinz Officers of II.l. Saips it was
obvious taat Frenca fishermen were crossing the Straits of

Belle Isle to fish on the Labrador sidel which was contrary

Yteufouniland Jowrnal, 1850-1859, Appendi
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to the agreement between France and Britain. In 1852 the
Newfoundland Government appointed four Fishery Protection
officers.’ Two were ordered to operate along the Labrador
coast and in the Straits of Belle Isle and were provided
with a cutter and a schooner for this purpose; one was
given a boat to patrol the Lance a Loup area; and the fousth
was put in charge of Cape St. John. This prozram was
successful in keeping the French confined to the terms of
their agreement with Britain and it eventually developed
into a larger fish conservation program which included the
protection of the salmon and herring fisheries as well.
Newfoundland's other attempt to injure the French
fishery involved the passing of the Bait Act in 1£07. This
act, which was intended to damage the French bank fishery,
forbade the sale of bait to the French by the residents
1living on the south coast of the I!land.z The effects of
this act on French production dces not seem to have been
extensive for the French fishermen acquired some bait on the
French Shore and supplemented it with other types of bait

seldom used when large supplies of herring could be gotten

on the south coast.

ndix, pp. 132-42.

See Thompson, The Trench Shore Froblen in l'eufoundland

Chap. iv, "The Dait lct: Colonial 3zlf-issertion”,
Pp. 74-92




106

Besides trying to put the French at a disadvantage
the Newfoundland Government took some positive steps to
encourage the Island's own fisheries and, of course, other
industries. In the late 1870's they introduced a system
of bounties to assist the bank fishery and ship building.l
Mineral development was encouraged and a railvay was built
to open up the interior largely for this purpose.? It was
started in 1801 and by the end of the ceatury the Island
had been crossed and several branch lines built. It was
hoped at the time that the work gemerated in its construc-
tion could be maintained and even increased by the
industrial development that would follow. However, as has
been pointed out, the efforts to diversify the economy,
like the efforts to increase ship building and the banlk
fishery, were, for the most part, failures.

.In 1888 a Fisheries Commission, appointed by Robert

Thorburad to study the problems of the fisheries and make

recommendations, reported that lr. idolph Ieilson of Norway

be hired as Superintendent of Fisheries and that one of his

p—
Yeuf
Insd., 1976, ippen

a1, 1877, Apyendix, p. 150; and
S oo 1h,

Cr;'m! “]12 Construction of the Nawfoundland

2
Railvay: 1.. 75-189

's govarnment was also respensible

3301 Whorbur:
for the 3:|1t ,ct in 1w7.
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quties be, "to supervise the construction and management
of fish hatcheries, and to perform such other work, in the
yay of supervision, enquiry and instruction in comnection

with the fisheries as the Government may from time to time

airect".l The Government hired Ir. Neilson immediately
and he vas told "to examine the shores of Conception,
Trinity, Placentia and St. Mary's Day with the view of
selecting the most elizible site for a hatchery".? Ir.
Neilson applied himself assisuously to his terms of refer-
ence and within a short vhile he had a cod hatchery operating
in Di1dd,:Trinity Bay. During the six year period ending
December 31, 1895 this establishment hatched and planted a
total of £32,929,000,000 ova in Trinity Bay.3 That year it
was disclosed that there were numerous reports of an "abun-
dance of cod fish of various sizes....in the head of Irinity
Bay, while at that time there were none in either Donavista
n %

or Conception Bay’ The cod could be seen "covering the

bottom in a thick mass for long dista“.ce#'.s lleanwhile,

Lpeyfoundland Journal 1889, Appendix, pp. 614-517.

21pig., p. 619,

31bid., 1895, &
of Fisheries for 1895, pp.

innual Report of the Department
ot
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twenty-taree lobster hatcheries had been established in

1693 and this operation, by the end of 1095, had hatched
and planted 2,610,475,000 lobster ova. There vere also
reports of an annually increasing yield from tiis industry
due to the massive restocking programs.l The work continusd
guring 1896 and 1397 but lr. Neilson became i1l and vas
forced to return to Norway in January, 1697. The Govermment
which followed Tobert Thorburn's administration vere much
less enthusiastic about the project and this combined with
the Governuent's financial difficulties and Mr. leilson's
illness brought- the enterprise to a close. It is impossible
to assess the impact of this program on the fisheries but
one could question its effectiveness at least in the case of
the migratory cod. These efforts to increase the catch and
lover the cost of production seem to have had very little
overall effect on production and exports.

Probably the most widely publicized reaction of tae

Governnent to the deteriorating mariet conditions was its
attempt to improve the traditional dried cod marlzets and
acquire new ones. Prodded continually by the Chamber of
Conmerce the Government addressed numarous petitions and
letters to the British Colonial Office and the TForeizn Office

requasting

to negotiate more favourable trade agreements

Irpsa.
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with Spain, ITtaly, Portugal and 3razil.l In their search
for new markets a great deal of attention was directed
tovards the United States. Two major treaty agrecments
were signed which alloved the Island's dried cod into the
imerican markets.? Dut tmey did not to any worthunile
extent effect tho zeneral trade.3 The last serious effort
in this divection vas Robert Sond's attempt in 1890-1291
but no agreement resulted from these nazotiations.* (Gt 1is

difficult to ascertain

wfoundland's influence on Eritain's

ets and Drazil tut V'

negotiations with the liediterranean ma
suffice it to say that in general maret conditions deterio-
rated during the century, and all attempts on the part of
the Colonial Governnent to find new outlets for the Island's
fish failed,)

Unfortunately the Governnent's efforts to make the

cod fishery a reliable economic base for the Colony failed

lnere vere several other issues also included in
these agreements.

oun
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(as 4id their efforts to bring about diversification of

the economy). (fhile it is easy to point out their failures
it 1is almost impossible to show what could have been done
given the situation and the ethos of the period. Something
should have been done, no doubt, about the deteriorating
quality of the fish and the cut taroat competition anong
the exporters but strict Government controls in tals area
would have been considered very radical moves indeed.
Sinilarly, if it was true, as ‘hitevay suzzested, that larse
anounts of capital were being withdrawn from the Island it
was nost unfortunate, but again it is difficult to see what
the Government could have done about it considering the J
conventions of the time and the fact that Newfoundlend
desperately needed fever international trade restrictions

in everything except capital. Also the questions arise
about uhether or not additional capital would have been
invested in the cod fishery even if it had been forced to
remain in the Island and even if it vas so invested vould
that necessarily have been a good thing in view of the poor

market condition:

« ihile the inplenentation of measures

such as these would have been desirable, in the

iter's
Liber

opinicn, it is easy to understand why nothing of this nature

was done. Zven

the anti-merchant

evay party did not, to

the writer's !movledge, advocate any restraints on the move-

ment of capital nor were tiiey in favour of sreater Governnent
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direction and control in the fish trade. All in all the
efforts of the Government, like the efforts of the fish

exporters, failed to stop the inexorable decline of per

capita exports and the general decay of the dried cod tr ﬁ
(here vere several technological developments which

had an impact on the fish trade particularly during the

second half of the century but, for the most part they

failed, as did governmental and mercantile developments, to

reverse or even stop the downvard trend in the dried cod

industry--in fact one advance in technology (the steazer) v

contributed to this decline. The use of bultous was probably

the first major imnovation in the traditional hook and line

fishery and by 1850 its use had become an issue with fisher-

men disagresing whether it vas beneficial or harmful.l imile

it vas quite possibly an improvement no research has been

done on its effects althoush it can be seen that exports did
not increase which is the important point here. During the

1860's the telezraph was brought to many parts of the Island

and this combined with the transatlantic cable enabled tI

exporters to keep a closer watch on the markets and infor-

mation or instructions could be telegraphed in a matter of

hours vhereas formerly letters often tool months to reach

» ipaendices, for
petitions Cus be banned since b
were bl: 0
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their destination. During the same decade the use of steam
pover was introduced in the seal fishery and its effects on
that industry and the Labrador fishery and consequently on

the outports particularly in Conception Bay has already been
giscussed. Its use resulted in much larger cargoes of fish
being carried to market than ever before often causing market
gluts. This caused the exporters to compete to get the /
first shipments to market and consequently brought about a
deterioration in cure as previously mentioned. levertheless

1t vas probably the most significant technological develop-
ment of the century. Znother development of this period

. Uhiteley

was the invention of the cod trap by Captain
at Domne Ssperance in 1666, The Canadian Government pre-
vented him, in 1862, from using it and it was not until 1875
that this ruling vas reversed. As in the case of the bultow
it is 4ifficult to ascertain the effects of this invention
on the industry® and it may have been responsibla for the

increased production during the last decades of the ceatury.

1ca ptain G ‘Dr’e fhltels" "iow the Cod Trap ¥Was
Invented", Iﬂs-, rn St Corner Sro
17 and 22.

), July 1, 1sko, pp.

Captain °
ment of !'arine and
to use the trap cla
production of cod fro
lieedless to say us%
increase. pe\.itAc'\ from #.d. .aiteley t Dep
of iarine and Fisheries, Cttawa, iugust 15, lu/o.
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At the same time this growth in production was certainly
ot substantial considering the circunstances. However,

due to the expense involved and the nunber of men needed to
hendle a trap it may have caused an increase in the size of
fisning units (boats and crews). In any event although
technological developments nay have sloved down the decay |/

of the cod fishery they certainly did not prevent a furtier
decline in per capita exports.

The cod fishery in llewfoundland ceased as a fest of
England operation and became a resident fishery during the
Napoleonic iars and therefore the "Hewfoundlend" cod fishery
originated and expanded during the highly prosperous 1608~
1014 period. However, while it continued to hold a very
inportant place in the Newfoundland economy there were many
changes and developments in the dried cod trade during the
century as the per capita exports of fish steadily declined.
The first major development in the industry was the growth
of the Labrador fishery in conjunction uith the seal Fishery. /
These fisheries contrivuted to the total economy and gave a
special impetus to the cconomy of Conception 3ay and, to a
lesser extent, Trinity Bay. hccompanying tals there uas a
considerable growth in population particularly in Concoption
Bay. At the same time the St. John's exporters extended
their commercial control from the capital to all parts of

the Island and Labrador to the detriment of the old outport
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firns end this consolidation was finally completed with
the capture of the seal and Labrador fisheries and the
collapse of Harbour Grace's cormercial independence. liean-
while the introduction of steam and the increasing competition
among the merchants led to the deterioration in the quality ]/
of the fish and the decline in price despite some efforts by
the Government and the exporters to alleviate the situation.

It is very difficult to say what internal develop-
ments, if any, brought about the decline in per capita cod

exports but, as pointed out, some action on the part of the

o t and/or the exp night have prev it to
some extent. However, it seems that the major reasons for /
this decline are very likely to be found outside the Island

conpletely.



CHAPTER III
THS COD FISHERY: EXTERUAL DIVELOPIZEITS

Besides the internal developments in llewfoundland
which affected the production and export of dried cod there
were other developments outside the Island completely vhich
had a much more important effect in this regard. Uita her
growing population and continued dependence on the cod
fishery it vas necessary that Jewfoundland not only hold on
to her existing merlets but that she increase them. Unfortu-
nately she not only failed to expend her trade but in several
cases lost some of her nost important markets. The fact

that this should happen while the total world supply and

denand of dricd cod was rapidly incressins is a siznificant
comment on the probleus besetting the Newfoundland fish trade
throughout tae century.

Although information is scarce in this regard it is
apparent that the total vorld demand for dried cod increased
during the century. The population srouth that took place
in the narkiets--3pain, Portuzal, and Srazil, for instance--
was quite substantial. (Sec Tatle 2%, below). It is obvious
that the growth in population resulted in an increase in o

fish consumption, During the five year period 1815-1019
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TABLE 24

Population Growth in Spain, Portugal, and
Brazil durinz the lineteenth Century

Year Spain? Year Portugal Year Brazild
1797 10,541,000 | 1014 2,205,0000 | 1003 2,419,405
1600 18,549,000 | 1500 5,015,267¢ | 1500 17.315.556

(Princeton: Frinceton

trans. by Fran e
University Press, 1969), p. 137.

3

C.C. Sgerton, Salazar, Retuilder of Portw:

by,
(London: Hoddér and Stoughton Lid., 1983), ps 52,

CThe Encvelovaedia 3rita;

aniea, 1911, XXI, p. 134.

Paondla and Institutions
Sity -ress, 1963}, p.kl.

ynn Snith, 'Arsﬂ‘
Louisiana Stat

(Baton Ron

Newfoundland's annual average exports of 944,998 quintals of
ishl supplied most of the major markets. During the ten
year period ending in 1889 this amount had risen to 1,320,131
quintals. In this same period Norway's exports of dried
fish increased fron an average of 184,175 quintals per year
to 1,165,416 annually by 1820-1209.2/ it the saume tinme other

producers, as will be seen later, increased their exports.

Isee Table 14, ippendix I.

%ee T

ble 41, ippendix I.
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sinally en exanination of the total dried cod imports of
one major port, Dilbao, at the beginning and again tovards
the end of the century also illustrate this increase in

gemand. (See Table 25, below).t

TABLE 25

Total Imports of Dried Cod into Bilbao in 1815-1820
and in 1382-1386

Year Quintals | Year Quintals Year  Quintals
1815 ok,072 1222 101,685 1822 403,707
1015 .110,248 1;25 85,137 maa 53,100
1512 101,5%5 1321 0C,0C2 188! 41,5

1818 86,35k 1225 $9,323 1285 441,620
1819 68,81 1225 97,992 1885 438,54
1820 84,951 1227 111,043

1821 b1, 1828 105,548

Lm: the same timo the srowth of ewfoundland's .

exports did not keep pace with this increase in world demand
as Table Zﬁz(belot:) indicates. \ In zeneral the actual

e exported to Portuzal and Italy did not change

quantity

too extensively although other producers increased their

12865 %
of Driti
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TABLE 26

Newfoundland Exports of Driad Cod: 1C03-1900
(Munber of quintals per Year)

Year Quintals Tear Quintals
5£9,270 1'51 1“5) 959,126
743,678 1 1,188,615
933,450 1065 012,249
523,387 1“66-1 70 812,827
920,307 1871-1275 1,124,028
927,993 1u 6-13C0 1,181,777
737,505 1-1285 1,428,209
051,525 6-1"00 1,1k3,\+53

1801-18%5 961,280 L. 1-1C65 1,20';,;

1846-1850 920,350 1696-1900 1,248,880

business in these markets. In Spain the amount of fish
purchased from lleufoundland actnally daslinad!during the
century while the total Spanish market increased. The

situation in the est Indies was sonmewhat similar to that

in Portugal and Italy with comparative stability, rezarding

the quantity of

foundland fish imported, after the early
part of the century while others increased taeir exports to
this area. 3Brazil vas the only mariet wiere the purchase

of I

oundland fish rose substantially throughout the
centuxry, B
Italy had aluays been the least important of the
three Turopean markets and this continued to be the case
during the ninetesnth century although it provided tie

major market for the cod and salmon produce of Labrador and
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for this reason it was vital to the Labrador fishery.
rhroughout the llapoleonic Jar period Italy bought very little
Newfoundland fish because of the political situation in that
country and also because Spain and Portugal were quite
willing to take all that was available. During the following

decades Italy to import ively small quanti-
ties of fish from Newfoundland and by the 1830's was buying
only about 30,000 quintals annually compared wita the total
purchases of Spain and Portuzal waich amounted to about
450,000 quintals.l tovever, this market improved after the
1830's and by 1850 lewfoundland was supslying over 115,000
quintals (out of that market’s total conswiption of over
120,000)2 to Italy.’ Sxports declined a;aL during the
second half of the century (See Table 27, below),3 partic-
ularly after the mid 1680's. levertheless as Table 31,
Appendix I illustrates Italy remained a fairly good customer

of Labrador fish although purchases of that also declined.

vn:
1959), 9,

350,000° 1u1'n: 1s

Obsérvations on the

2c.0. 19
Rome, to L. 3t

37, pp. 183-85, 4 letter froa i. Petre,
ser, July 2, 1852,

3sce Table 31, Appendix I.
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TABLE 27

foundland Dried Cod to Italy: 1857-1900
(lumber of Juintals per Year)

Year Quintals Year Quintals

1860 5,178 1881-1685 58,390
bt O ese- 950 243559
1865-1670 140,322 295 33,319
1871-1875 1590 1o510% 29,505
1876-1850 12,593

Portuzal had alvays been a major market for Newfound-
land fish and continued as such throughout the century
although there were great fluctuations in tais trade. It is
not lmown just how much fish was purchased by Fortugal during
the Peninsula Jar but in 1812--an exceptional year--Spain
inported about 400,000 quintalsl out of Newfoundland's total
exports of 727,729 quintals® to Spain, Portugal, and Italy.

The major part of the remaining 327,729 quintals no doubt

went to Fortuzal vhere the prices were over 42s. per guintall
for Italy was not a major customer at this time. .After the

war Portuzal replaced Spain as liewfoundland's test customer

2, Report of the Select Comuittee

2See Table U

ppendix I,

3chappell, Rosanond, pp. 24547,
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and by 1833 she vas buying about 737 of Newfoundland's
average annual exports of about 480,000 quintals to Spain,
portugal, and Italy.2 3etween 1833 and 1857 the Newfoundland-
Portuzuese trade declined (See Table 28, below)3 but it

TABLE 28
Exports of Newfoundland Dried Cod to Portuzals
1857-1900 o
(lfumber of Quintals per Year)
Year Quintals Year Quintals
1857-1860 166,322 1881-1885 302,317
1861-1865 1941157 1885-1690 2641500
1866-1570 177,504 1891-1295 208,607
18711875 216,651 1865-19%0 264,288
1876-1880 160,93k

increased agein in the 1860's and by the early 1820's
Portuzal was once again importing over 300,000 guintals of
the Island's fish, There was a decline after this resurgence
but Portuzal continued to buy a substantial quantity of fish

from Newfoundland during the remainder of the century.

2.0, 194:33, p. 16-17, Governor's Observations
on the Fishery for 1033.

25e0 Table 48, ippendix I.

3see Table 31, Appendix I.
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Spain had been Newfoundland's best customer during
the Kapoleonic Wars but she was certainly the Island's
greatest disappointment aftervards. Throughout the Peninsula
yars Spain bought most of Newfoundland's exports with 00,000
quintals, for instance, being purchased in 1813.} After the
war this trade declined and by 1833 the quantity of Iewfound-
land fish being bought by Spain had dropsed as low as
100,000 quintals annually.2 However, a considerable increase
doubled this amount by the latter 1850's (Sce Table 29)3

TABLE 29

Exports of liewfoundland Dried Cod to Spain: 1857-1900
(luaber of Quintals per Year)

Year Quintals Year Quintals
1857-1260 216,455 1881-1855 138,901

1861-1065 252,610 1806-1890 1083430

1866-1870 177,232 1£91-1895 3 3

1871-1875 231,048 1896-1900 40,325

1876-1280 123,517

and Spain remained, on the whole, a very good customer until

the middle of the 1E70's when a serious and rapid decline

g
on llewfour

1"10 :60, p. 202, Report of the Select Comnittee
Trade, 1017.

Zarris, "Government', p. O,

35ee Table 31, Appendix I.
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pegan. This continued to the end of the century by vhich
time Spain had become a very fourth rate importer of
Htewfoundland cod.t

The other traditional area in which Feufoundland
sold her fish were the British Jest Indies and there were
very few changes in this market during the century. Newfound-
land had expanded into this market after the ‘merican ar
of Independence and exports therz increased in the early

years of the century. (See Table 30, below)? However,

TABLE 30

Exports of MNewfoundland Drisd Cod to the
British Jest Indies: 1803-1833

Averaze lumber of

Year Quintals per Year
1803-1809 91,531
1811-1015 123,,77
1816-1823 142,125
1821-1525 119,577
18261633 129,779

there was a decline in Heufounlland's sales to this rezion

besides &
product a;

2see Table 18, ippendix I.
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guring the second half of the century. (See Table 31, below)l

TABLE 31
Exports of lewfouniland Drisd Ood to the

British iest Indies: 1057-1900

Checiber o8 quinters per veas)
Year Quintals Year Quintals
1857-1850 104,510 84,103
8411645 92,092 96:213
866-1870 01,278 1891-1£9y 86,0643
1871-1225 £7,960 1896-1900 973727
1876-120 69,267

It scens thet this decline was offset by sales of fish to
the other est Indian Islands and to Iova Scotia.?

The most extraordinary development in the liewfound-
land fish trede during the nineteenth century was the growth
of Brazil es a major market for dried cod. After 16083 when
1t became possible to ship fish directly to Brazil Newfound-

land became the chief supplier of that country. This trade

lgce Table 31, ippendix I.

25¢e tne Custons Records in the lewfoundland Journals,
Appendices, 1057-1900.
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geveloped slovly during the early decades of the century,
(See Table 32, below)l but by 1848 approxirately 160,000

TABLE 32

Exports of Newfoundland Dried Cod
o Brazil: 1819-1833

Average Number of

Year Quintals per Year
1810-183 13,100
1825-1£2: 0,847
1829-1833 51,847

quintals were being imported annually from Newfoundland.?
Therc was a rapid growth during the following decade and
by the late 1850's llewfoundland exports to Brazil had

tripled. (See Table 33, below).3 There was a decline in
the 1850's but a repid recovery in the 1670's continued,

with few exceptions, to the end of the century so that by

see mavie 4o
19% Statis les" record
sent to 3r 181_
exported to &

The "Collection of C.0.
Teufoundland fish was Zirst

ihen a :ot 1 of ntals were

1ot le t

Evantng Telasran ~nmug

m the Chamber

30, pp. 125-25, 4 letter
Tor the | Colcnies,

e Secretary of State

of Com:erce to
¥arch 11, 1842,

3see Table 31, Appendix I.
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TABLE 33

gxports of Newfoundland Dried Cod to Brazil: 1857-1900
(Number of Quintals per Year)

Year Quintals l Year Quintals

N 18811885 32,665
BaEe  ehnss 18861650 3731363
1866-1£70 174,054 16911895 311,558
1871—1(@5 274,206 1896-1900 397,120/
1676-1660 309,305

1900 Brazil was buying almost 400,000 quintals annually.
(Tt vas thts grovth of the Erazilien market whieh kept the s
Newfoundland fishery from a much more serious predicament

than the one in which it found itself,) -

here were many reasons way the above countries

were the major markets for Newfoundland dried cod. Some

of these reasons vere common to all such as the need for

an easily preserved food, the absence of fishing grounds

and the ability to pay for imports while others applied

to individual marketd. Unfortunately, in studying why

these countries purchased dried fish one is thuarted by

the lack of available information regarding conditions,
particularly social and economic, within these countries.

Nevertheless, it can be seen, in some cases briefly and in

other cases more fully, why certain European and New World

markets vere importers of dried cod.
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Dried cod was in fairly high demand in Italy during
the nineteenth century. She could not produce a sufficient
quantity of livestock for her own needs and with a very
poor inland transportation system and a hot climate she
could not store nor distribute such products. Being compar-
atively underdeveloped Italy needed a supply of inexpensive,
easily preserved protein food within reasonable sailing
distance. At the same time she had no nearby fishing grounds
where cod or any other easily preserved fish could be
obtained in adequate quantities. Also Italy had several
important cities with fairly dense populations and these
could be more easily supplied by sea than from the nearby
hinterland. These included Naples, Leghorn, and Genoa, which
in 1901 had populations of 547,503; 17%4,836; and 522,5%2
p'cple.l Finally, the Italian markets were commercially
advanced and could purchase imports from the proceeds of
their exports of wine, oil and other products.

The British West Indies were exporters of one staple
product, sugar (and its by products) and were forced to
import most of their protein food. They needed a product
which could be stored and distributed without deterioration
in the hot climate. It is possible that they could have

2 nnica, 11th ed. Vol. XIX, p.
AVI, p. 377 and vVol. XI, p. 579 respectively.
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geveloped their local fisheries but that would have reduced
¢he amount of labour available for sugar production and
consequently would have been detrimental to the exportation
of sugar, rum and molasses. Finally, these three commodities
could be produced very cheaply and traded for dried fish

from nearby suppliers where transportation costs due to the
two way cargoes and short distances were relatively low.

A large supply of dried cod was also vital to
Portugal during the nineteenth century. She was not a good
producer of livestock products and poor inland transportation
facilities plus a warm climate would have made storage and
distribution of beef and mitton difficult if not impossible.
At the same time Portugal's population increased considerably
throughout the century. (See Table 34, below) Like Italy,

TABLE 34
Population of Portugal:
1814-1900

Year Population
18142 2,225,000
16710 3,990,570
1900 5,016,267

®ggerton, Salazar, p. 82.

Pinerican Cvclovaedia: & Pooular Dictionary of

General Xnowledza, 1983, XIII, p. 737.

CEncyclonzedia Britannica, 11th ed., Vol. XXII,
P. 134,
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portugal's most densely populated areas were her coastal
cities, Lisbon and Oporto, which could be more easily
supplied by sea than by land. A steady supply of dried

fish was ideal for Portugal's purposes and although she had
no adjacent fishing grounds of her own she was within easy
sailing distance of a major supplier of dried cod--Newfound-
land. Even with the loss of her American colony, Brazil,
and the revenue from it,! early in the nineteenth century,
Portugal, from her earnings on wine and other exports, was
still able to afford to buy the necessary supplies of dried
cod from abroad.?

Spain also needed a large supply of dried cod during
the nineteenth century, probably more than any other European
country. Her population increased quite extensively (See
Table 35, below)3 but there was not a comparable increase in

TABLE 35
Population of Spain: 1797-1900

Year Population
1797 10,541,000
1822 11,661,865
1857 15,454,000
1887 13,5‘—}9,600
1900 18,549,000

lsee C.R. Boxer, T

1415-1825 (New York: Alfr

2portugal tried to develop a dried fish industry of
her oun during the nincteenth century. Tnis will be discussed
ater. .

3vicens Vives, Soain, p. 617.
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Jivestock production (See Table 36, below)! in fact per

TABLE 36
Spanish Livestock Production: 1803 and 1888

1803 (Head) 1888 (Head)
Animals | Total Per Capita | Total Per Capita

sheep | 12,000, ooo 1.001 13.773,000 .787
Cattle 2,680 L, .08
Swine 2, 100 ooo +191 1 162 t.‘co - 06t

capita production declined. To add to this difficulty most
meat was produced and consumed in the central provinces?

end since Spain had only 28 kilometers of railway track in
operation by 18503 this is understandable. Beginning in

the 1860's rapid progress was made in this area so that by
1901 this figure had been increased to 13,168 kilometers.®
While the growth in railvay transportation could encourage

the shipment of local beef towards the coast it could also

11bid., p. 65%. Figures for other years are also
given but Vicens Vives suszests that those for 1503 and 1888
are the most reliable. The writer computed the per capita
production statistics by assuning that the apor
population fi; s for 1803 and 1888 were 11,000,000 and
173500,000 respectively.

2Ibid., p. 655.
31bid., p. 687.

Ibid.



131

facilitate the shipping of dried fish inland and it is
jmpossible at this moment to ascertain which, if either,
occurred. However, although there were 10,021 kilometers
of railuay track in use in 1886-1890" the production of beef
certainly hadn't expanded because of -it. Also, the whole
spanish coast was ringed with cities of varying sizes and
all were much more easily supplied by sea than by land.
Like the other dried cod markets Spain had a warm climate
and needed a food that was plentiful and relatively inex-
pensive and could be easily preserved. Although she had no
fishing grounds of her own she was near the North Atlantic
dried cod producers and therefore became a market for that
product. loreover, out of the earnings from her exports of
wine, fruit, nuts, salt, minerals and olive oil she could
afford to purchase the necessary supplies of dried cod for
her population. '

Brazil's need for dried fish was a nineteenth
century phenomenon and her imports of the product expanded
considerably throughout the century. Her population increased

tremendously (See Table 37, below)? during this period and

Ibid.

2Smith, Bresil, o
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TABLE 37
Population of Brazil: 1808-1900

Year Population
1008 29,08

77,800
1900 GSI55R

this resulted in an increased demand for food. Since the
climate was generally very hot Brazil required an easily
preserved item and in the beginning this demand was supplied
by the production of dried beef from Brazil's interior and
from Argentina. However, the increased production of coffee
and cotton after 1850 in the coastal parts of Pernambuce and
San Salvador resulted in the growth of large urban areas
around Recife and Bahis.l Poppino claims that: "During the
half century from 1870 to 1920 Brazil was caught up in a
frenzy of uneven growth and modernization thst affected

n2

every aspect of national 1ife."? Ailso since over 75% of the

immigrants to Brazil after 1874 came from Italy, Portugal,

1,

Herman G. James, Brazil Ifter a Centurv of
Independence (liew York: The liacmillan Company, 1925), D. 29%.

2Rollie E. Poppino, Zrazil: Ths land and Peonle
(New York: Oxford University Fress, 1°z’m), . 200.
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end Spain where dried cod had always been a staple foodl
there 1s no doubt that they brought their food preferences
yith them. Schurz reports that "The Portusuese brought with

them to Brazil an obsession for cod fish or bacalhau."? and

he quotes a nineteenth century account: "... whilst the
river flowing before their doors [in Sao Ramao on the Sao
Francisco River] produces the best of fish, the townspeople
eat the hard, dry bacalhau or codfish ... from Newfoundland."3
Nevertheless, unlike other dried cod markets Brazil was most
heavily dependent on its own supplies of dried beef. In

191% (the earliest year for which a comparison can be made)
Brazil, with a population of approximately 25,000,000 people
consumed 180,000,000 pounds of dried beef of which 0,000,000
pounds was imported.” During the years ending June 30, 2914
and June 30, 1915, she imported 462,233 quintals (51,770,096

sinon xuznets, Wilbert S. _Yoore, =nd Josesh J.
Spenzler, eds., Econonic Gr Brazil ia. Janan
(Durham, 1.C. Duke University Press, 1955), p. 256.

2yilliam Lytle Schurz, B e Infinite Country
(New Yori: E.P. Dutton and Co., Inc., 1951), p. 123.

3114,

Yuznets, Econonic Grouth, p. 73.

SIbid., p. 33.
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pounds), and 362,018 quintals (40,546,016 pounds) respec-
tively of Newfoundland dried cod.l To feed her growing
population Brazil continued to require dried cod imports

and with her increasing exports of cotton, coffee, and otaer
products, particularly after 1850, she was quite capable of
purchasing them.

Although many of the factors which explain why these
narkets purchased dried cod are similar it would be a mistake
to assume that they all demanded a similar product. Unfortu-
nately it is virtually impossible at this staze to deal with
each individual market within each cauntry but one can
mention, in gemeral, the types of fish required by certain
areas. Spain seems to have been a major market for two
general types of fish. In Southern and Mediterranean Spain,
at Malaga and ilicante for example, where the climate was
warm a well dried product which could be stored and distrib-
uted without deterioration was preferrsd. In Northern Spain
where the climate was much cooler, as for instance at Bilbao

and Santander, a moister and softer fish could be sold.?

Ijewfoundland Journals, 1915 and 1916, Appendices,
P. 196,
147-43.

He quotes 2
ranada ?_nd hot

French 2laza merchants

prefer

1
v begins to be the worst for it.
the more important Spanish,
ets.
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Most fish Aexpcrted to Portugal was handled in Oporto and
Lisbon where a light well dried product, similar to that
sold in Southern Spain, was required. However, it is quite
possible that Oporto, being farther North, could and did use
a moister fish as well. In the Italian ports--lNaples,
Leghorn, and Genoa--a well dried fish was also preferred.
All three countries demanded a medium and large fish. How-
ever, it must be remembered that a large supply of low priced
heavy salted moist fish could, at certain times, seriously
disrupt the markets which bought only the light well dried
product as a rule. Also any substandard fish in a given
shipment was usually purchased as well although generally at
a loss to the exporter, in both money and reputation. The
Brazil markets, Recife and Pernambuco, bought a very dry
small fish (10-18 inches)! which could be shipped across the
equator without spoilage. The West Indian merkets purchased
the poor quality fish which could not be sold elsewhere as
well as surplus stocks which could not be held indefinitely
in Newfoundland. The fact that markets preferred a specific

type of fish must be kept in mind when one discusses why

Lon one occasion Hewnan, Hunt and Company advised
their agents to by fish 10 incles and under in lensih for
Brazil, Usuall i Tongth for i

: even at 12

p5633:v7 -61, n 2%, 18585 .,oe

oz
Booic’67, pp. 1295, Hovenber 8, 10814 and Bo
Pp. 72-75, July 7, 1685
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these markets developed as they did during the century.l

It is now necessary to investigate the external
causes for the comparative lack of growth in the Newfoundland
dried cod industry, in other words, were there any develop-
ments in other countries which caused or contributed to this
decline? @rst of all the writer will discuss the growth in

the dried cod exports of other p; and why this T
Secondly the internal developments within the markets them-
selves that influenced Newfoundland's dried cod trade will be
examined. It will be shown that 'the increased exports of
the other producers combined with a number of developments /
in the markets which were disadvantageous to Newfoundland
caused her share of the world trade in dried céd to decling
The dried cod producing countries of the nineteenth
century, in addition to Newfoundland, were Iceland, United
States, Nova Scotia, France, and Norway. Iceland, France,
and Norway sold most of their exported fish in Europe while
american and Hova Scotian exports were gensrally sent to the

West Indies. [None of these countries, as far as it can be

ascertained, sold any fish to Brazil during this period. /

Punton and Munn Letter Eock 1555 1857, A letter
from Punton and lunn to Messrs man znd Ayan, Merchant,
St. Louis, October 29, 1856, e S ove Boiteh of Tvasious
qualitios’and prices in this plucs and s
parts of the world., Our largest and
sale in Portugal, s;am, and Ita
driest cured are taken off in
leaving the inferior qualities for ti

st India Islands 23
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Fovever, these competing countries were not of the same
stature and their trade varied from the virtually insignif-
jcant quantities of Iceland to the extremely large amount
produced and sold by Norway.

Gceland was the least important of the dried cod
producers of the nineteenth century) This Island entered
the dried fish trade in 1787 after the Danish Government
(under which they were governed at the time) lifted the
oppressive trade restrictions which had caused such hardships
previously.l Although Hermannson states that by 1800 "a
very considerable traffic in fish was carried from Iceland to
Spain and the Mediterranean."? Iceland remained basically a
very small producer. During the Napoleonic Wars Denmark
sided vith France and as a result the British Navy blockaded
Iceland and cut off her trade.3 However, after the war
exports increased from 15,160 quintals in 1801 to 85,000 in
1855.% Throughout the 1860's exports declined somewhat but

Lyillian S. Mattox, Jr., "The Fishing Industry of
Iceland" (Master of irts Thesis, Department of Geography,
MeGill University, Montreal, 1960), p. 37.

Halldor Hermannson, "Sir Joseph Banks and Iceland,"
Islandica, XVIIT, 1928, (Reprint; liew York: Kraus Reprint
Corporation, 1966), p. 82.

3uattox, "Teeland”, p. 38.

YIbia.
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at least 44,000 and sometimes as much as 66,000 quintals
continued to be exported.l Although Denmark was Iceland's
major trading partner the best quality fish was sent to
spain.2 In 1865 out of a total export of 23,000 quintals3
(a very poor year) about 12,000 of the most inferior was
purchased by Denmark while the rest was sent to Spain,
particularly Bilbao and Barcelona.* Hovever, the Iceland
fishery continued to increase and by 1897 she was selling
60,000 quintals annually in Genoa compared with 50,000
quintals of Labrador fish.” It was reported in that year
that in Genoa "Iceland [Fish] is taking the place of our
shore [£isu]".6 levertheless Iceland was not considered as
a serious competitor in general for her production was
comparatively low.

(The American cod fishery, although large, did not
affect the sale of Newfoundland fish to any great extent

Ljeyfoundland Journal, 1868, Appendix, p. 840, Report
of Vice Consul J.3. Crows, Caristiania, on the Tisheries
Trade, and General Festurss o° Icsland for the years 1865-
1866 to Loxd Stanley.

2Ibid., pp. E47-48.
31bid., p. 8%0.

Y%bid., pp. Sk7-b8.

Trade Cormissioners on the Mediterranean
's: Daily llews Job Print, 1293),
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throughout the century for most of the production was sold
in their own home markets for local consumption. Neverthe-
less, the rights granted the imerican fishiermen on parts of
the Newfoundland coast caused internal problems in Newfound-
land somewhat similar to those created by the French fishermen
on the French Shore)l However, the New England states had
alvays carried out a West Indian trade selling dried cod for
sugar, molasses, and rum.

After 1818 the imerican cod fishery prospered and

ded.2 Bounti this fishery and their tariff

regulations protected them from competition.3 They lost
their markets in the British lest Indies during the 1812-181%

War but they continned to sunply the other islands Durine
the 1820's and 1830's the Americans sent a fair amount of
fish to these non-British West Indian Islands while their
exports to Europe nearly disappeared. (See Table 38, below).S
It is difficult to ascertain how extensive imerican compe-

tition was in the Foreign West Indies during the second half

Isee Map Y, Appendix II.

%jfcrarland, Uew Snzland Tishe

3ta., p. 168,
“1bid., p. 167.

Ibid. These are the only fizures available for this

period.
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TABLE 38
tmerican Dried Cod Exports: 1821, 1825, and 1832

Foreign ‘est Indies Europe
Year (Quintals) (Quintals)
1821 214,018 21,184
1825 251,0&» 3,042
1832 233,247 430

of the century. However, since Nova Scotia certainly
expanded into this area the writer feels that American dried
cod exports remained much the same as in the first half of

the century or maybe even declined. (The low prices recetved
in these markets discouraged Newfoundland from trying to
expand into this trade although it could be argued that the
Americans with their lower shipping charges and relatively
large exports helped to keep fish prices low and therefore
unprofitable for Newfoundland)

The Kova Scotian fishery benefited by New England's
withdraval from the British Empire in 1783 and, like
Newfoundland, had prospered during the Hapolecnic iars.
Although she did not compete with Newfoundlend in the Zuropean

markets she exported large quintities of dried cod to the

LInnis, The Cod eries, p. 226.



pLGE

British West Indies during the first half of the century.
(see Table 39, below).l By mid century these exports had

TABLE 39

Nova Scotia's Dried Cod Ixports to Various Harkets:
1840, 1844, and 1€51

1840 1844D 1851¢

Market (Quintals) (Quintals) (Juintals)
British West Indies 232,541 194,624 136,048

Foreign iest Indies 1,085 2,21 3,56l+~
Brezil 17,063 18,055 2,858
Foreign Europe g 2339 958 8’300
Other 58,022 13,7 ,077
Total 327,026 250,593 243,847

of Aseenhly of Nowa Seokia

cotia,

(Haléﬁax' Frinter to the issembly, 1E41), Appendix 62,
p. L

PIbid., 1845, 2

pendix 87, p. 31k,

©Ibid., 1852, Appendix 30, pp. 268-71.

declined somevhat and at the same time there was a noticeable
grovth in the amount of dried cod being sold to the Foreign
West Indies. By the 1260's lova Scotia was exporting a fair
amount of fish to both the British and Foreign West Indies

although her exports to the former had declined while her

These are the only years in this period for which
the writer has been able to find actual figures
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exports to the latter had increased. (See Table 40, velow).t

TABLE 40
Nova Scotia's Dried Cod Exports to Various Markets:
1864+ and 1865
Year ending Year ending
Market Sept. 30, 1864. Sept. 30, 1865.
(Quintals) (Quintals)
Great Britain 93 k4,849
anada 1,111 1,509
Kew Ex‘u.ns'uck 3,167 7,048
Prin rd Island 67 20
Newfoundland 75540 2,72l
British Jest Indies 161 867 1?»,936
Foreign lest Indies 545550
United States 49,058
Portuzal 222
Jersey 112
Italy 5,007
Brazii 2,474
Madeira 93
2,540
Mauritias wiwie
Africa 223
st. Domingo 2,383
Total 310,209 340,738

Since Newfoundland exports to the British West Indies had

declined somewhat from their pre 1830 level Nova Scotia was

Irhe years 1864 and 1965 are the only two during
this period for v he writer has been able to find
available statistics were in pounds

to g to th

and these
nearest
with th

e
(2 vols.; & ueen's rrinter, o0 end 12659, ope
149-151 and 166-67.
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prohably an effective competitor in this area. éﬂ any case
the supplies of lNova Scotian fish no doubt helped to keep
export prices to the British West Indies at a low 1eve]).
After 1869 Nova Scotia's dried cod industry expanded.
There were several reasons for this including the introduc-
tion by the Dominion Government of a protection fleet and
the lack of employment in other fields during 1373-1879.1

These factors with "the on of a steam-

ship service to the West Indies and Brazil in 1881, the

development of the bank fishery, and the payment of bounties

vhich began in 1882"2 led to an increase in Nova Scotia's
dried cod exports between 1869 and 1888. (See Table 41 below)3

PABLE 41

Nova Scotia's Dried Cod Production in
Five Year Averages: 1869-1903

Years Quintals
1869-1873 L6k ,686
1874-1878 506,345
879 1863 616,115
1 81323 791,044
89, 569, 355
189L}-159-u 557,20+
1899-1903 569,309

th Fulton Grant, The
e

1
(Toronto: rson Press, 193%), P. 17.

2!nnis, The Cod Tist

ries, p. 372.

an Atlantic Tisherv, p. 16. See

page).

3grant, The Ca
footnote 1 (rouo. ng
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With this expansion sales to the British and Spanish West
Indies also dncreased. The former bought 251,535 quintals
and the latter 211,786 quintals in 1880.1 During the late
1880's the Nova Scotia dried cod trade declined due mainly
to the expansion of the European sugar beet industry which
seriously affected the production of West Indian cane sugar.?
Canadian (Nova Scotian) exports of dried cod to the British
West Indies declined (See Table 42, below)3 but the exports

TABLE 42

Canadian Dried Fish Exports to the
British Jest Indies: 1885-1904%

(Average Number of Quintals per Year)

Years Quintals Years Quintals
1885-1889 238, 565 1895-1899 202,565
1890-189% 186,316 1900-190% 177,957

to the Spanish West Indies remained relatively unchanged.

Lganadian ional Papers of the Parliament of
Canada, (Vol. XLI, lio. 1, Ottawa, 1880), p. 625. According
o this source the word iproduction' in Table kl is
synonymous with 'exports'.

20rant, The Canadian Atlantic Tishery, p. 22.

31Ibid. In Tables 42 (above) and 43 (following page)
some other fish besides cod may have been included.
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ce Table 43, below)l By examining Tables 41, 42, and 43
(s

TABLE 43
Canadian Dried Fish Exports to the
Spanish West Indies: 1880-1899
(Average ltumber of Quintals per Year)

Years Quintals Years Quintals
1880-188% 210,191 1890-189% 215,377
1885-1889 191,638 1895-1899 209,84

it can be seen that Nova Scotia's nineteenth century peak
in the dried cod trade occurred during the latter 1880's
and during the remainder of the century a much, smaller
quantity of fish was exported.

Since Newfoundland's exports to the British West
Indies did not change much during the last half of the
century it is difficult to ascertain Nova Scotia's influence
on the market. However, in spite of a report in 1885 which
claimed that Nova Scotian fish was disliked in Barbados and

could not be sold? it seems that Nova Scotia, which may have

2ptary of 2

Tip to the Yest Indies in 1885,
February 21, 1885, y Papers.

rvey and Compan;
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had lover production costs,l could compete effectively and
help keep the prices low in this market thereby limiting
Newfoundland's trades

During the nineteenth century the French fishery
recovered and once again became a serious competitor in the
aried cod trade. Although she instituted a generous system
of bounties and drawbacks in 18152 and although production
increased, most of her catch, in the first half of the
century was consumed at home. During a five year period in
the 1830's, for example, the total catch averaged 245,000
quintals per year of which only 17,000 quintals were exported
to Spain, Portuzal, and Italy.3 imile this stage in the

expansion of the French fishery was of very little consequence
to the Newfoundland trade, in the second half of the century
France became an increasingly serious competitor particularly
in Italy and Spain during the 1880's and 1890's.

Beginning in about 1850 the Newfoundland exporters

became concerned about the amount of French fish being sold

lEvening Telezram, (St. John's) Yarch 2, 1893. ¥r.
Fearn, spesiting in the liouse of issembly ¥arch 13, 1693,
stated: "it the time the I Srovinces joined the Upper
Provinces of Cer
about by waich the fisherrmer
lmposition o ditiss on thel
all the articles tequired for l‘is'xer)’ parposes are,
entiroly, almost duty free, and it 1s bnly rignt Shat onr
Tishermen should be placed upon the same teras.

of
o

t’l t ne’-‘rl‘l

2Innis, The Cod Fisheries, p. 218,

31bid.
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in Newfoundlend markets although there is no evidence to
suggest that the amount was very significant at the time.
The increase in French bounties and drawbacks in 1851%
encouraged the expansion of the French fishery and Innis
clains it also brought about the use of larger and more
efficient fishing units.? At the same time they expanded
their operations on the French Shore and at Labrador.3 How-
ever, the introduction of several Newfoundland fishery
protection vessels to these areas in the 1850's forced the
French to confine their fishing to the French Shore and to
remain north of Cape St. John. The French bank fishery was
also expanded at this time and soon there were 12,000 men

employed in that industry alone."

(compared with a total
of 12,000 men employed in all branches of their fishery in

the 1830's).5 Despite this growth there are indications

I5es Appendix ITT for a complets account of the
Bow systen of bountiss and dravbacks estaslisied by France

2Innis, The Cod Fisheries, p. 376.

, 1860, 4ppendix, po. 465-76,
nient of Fisheries
Septenber 26

Universit;
Shore

Ionis, The Cod 71

STbid., p. 218.
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that the quality of the Fremch product was quite inferior
to that of Newfoundland. In 1857 it was reported that the
French fish was generally ragged in appearance, poorly
split, more heavily salted and soft and limp after curing.l
Since the French bounties were paid on fish according to
the weizht of the finished product it was to the fisaermen's
advantage to produce fish with a higher water content.2
fovever, there 1s no doubt that coupatition frem France did
commence around the middle of the century and the Newfound-
land Chamber of Commerce first showed its concern in 1849.3
Ten years later they wrote:

In forner years wo had fo sustatn the wnogual

competition with t: the French] in the Spanish,
Portuguese and Italian markets, ahd now they compete

L8 o

YAifes ant Bovth Anmerichn mavEete:
Nevertheless this competition seems to have remained rela-
tively insignificant until later in the century.

During the xg)-s Trench competition reached its

1c.0. 194:151, p. 503, Report of Commander M..
Perley of H.M.S. Atlanta, October 19, 1857.

21bid.

3chazber of Cor
A letter to the Secrs
18h9; and €.0. 19%:137, p. I
A§§hebam, St. John's, to 5. Aushe

terce Minute ook, 1E46-1851, Vol. 2.,
or the Colo*x 25, Mar
letter fro:
th, Londm, July 15,

YChamber of Comnerce Minute Book, 1851-1360, Vol. 3,
Annuel Regort, August 12, 18
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TABLE W4

Newfoundland and French Exports of Drisd Cod to
Selected Markets for Various Years
between 1878 and 1898
(Quintal:

s)
Naples? Leghorn®
Place of Origin 1884 1886 1883 1887
Newfoundland 34,800 25,600 o information
France 0 19,800 [t 80,000
1 Bilbao® Valenciad
188 1886 1885 1886
E 3,708 35,000 22,000
o RE 137,387 0 20,000

Alicante®
1885-1886 1886-1887 1887-1888 1897 1898

Newfoundland 96,600 87,000 70,000 27,000 25,000
France 3,200 10,000 7,800 4000 19,000

Frederic F. Thonpson, "A Backeround of the Lewfound-
land Clauses of the ‘nglo-French Aigreement of lﬂok" (Thesis,
195& p. 241, Acco:-drw to Table 40, ipvendix I there were

00 guintals of French fish imported into I s in 1885
not 19,600 as stated above. 4 similar discrepency exists
oundland figures. s _indis-

here was an inc: rts of French
Fien st o Secasksa’in the Quansity from iorboulond,

!

PInnis, The Cod ies, p. 383.

CSee Table 42, Appendix I.

QuReport of Judse Zennett tozether with Evidence
Tespecting Bait Protection Service, 1890", (St. Joan's 1891),

®See Table 43, Appendix I.
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third stage as their fish began to enter the Spanish and
Italian markets in large quantities. (See Table 44, above)
There was a decline in Newfoundland dried cod exports to
Naples, Bilbao, Valencia and Alicante. At the same time
Prench exports of fish to Leghorn and these other markets
all increased. The total Alicante market seems to have
deteriorated but the same pattern of a French growth versus
a Newfoundland decline is evident to some degree. Meanwhile
cod exports from St. Pierre and Miquelon increased from
374,017 quintals in 1881 to 908,300 quintals in 18361
although it is uninown, at the moment, how much of this found
1ts vay into foreign markets.) After 1886 the French fishery
suffered various setbacks. In the first place the Newfound-
land Bait Act of that year prevented them from purchasing
bait on the South Coast of the Island. In addition they no
dount suffered adverse effects from the market glut they
helped to create for in the autumn of 1886 French shippers
at Bordeaux sold fish to Spanish buyers for nothing except
their own government bounties.2 In the meantime the French
Shore fishery in liewfoundland declined considerably. (See
Table 45, telow).3 However, French exports continued to

5 l’J.‘}'mm}:son, "Background of the Newfoundland Clauses”,
Pe 3.

2Innis, The Cod Tisheries, p. 383.

3
Thompson
p. 29, ¥

round of the iewfoundland Clauses",
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TABLE 45

Number of French Fishermen on the
French Shore: 1829-1898

Year Number

1829 "10,560

1871 7,858

1861 51185
21898

compete with those of Fewfoundland in Italy and Spain during
the remainder of the century.l

Norway's dried cod exports increased at a rapid rate
during the nineteenth century. This had significant conse-
quences for the Newfoundland fish trade since L:mst of Norway's
expansion involved Newfoundland's traditional markets,
particularly Spain, and therefore Norway's growth was at the
expense of Newfoundland.

Unlike France, Norway began competing with Newfound-
land in the dried cod markets imiediately after the Hiapoleonic
Wars. Her fish first secured an entry into the Iberian
markets during the imerican Revolution.2 After 1783 Hewfound-

land fish recaptured most of this market but Norway managed

al, 1897, Appendix, p. 309; and

: 2atthevs, "fest of Zngland-Newfoundland Fishery',
P. 479,
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o retain a small foothold.l Throughout the Napoleonic
Wars the Danish Government which also ruled Norway allied
1tself with France and consequently the Horwegian fish
trade was disrupted by the British Navy. In 181%, by the
Treaty of Kiel, Denmark ceded Norway to Sweden. This marked
the beginning of the expansion of Norway's dried cod trade.
Exports of dried cod (both klipfish--dried with
salt, and stockfish--dried without salt) from Norway in-

creased steadily throughout the century, (See Table 46, below)?

TABLE 46

Norway's Dried Cod Exports: 1815-1865 and 1877-1889
(Average Humber of Quintals per Year)

Year Quintals Year Quintals

1815-1519 184,175 937,489
1825 2903516 505,738

b 25 1829 e e 651,071

1830-1835 k57,044 18611865 655,409

1836-1850 495,257

1851-1845 408,121 1877-1889 1,191,979

and it was the Forway fish which competed the most seriously

and successfully with the Newfoundland cod.

11bid.

250e Table 41, Appendix I. Although there are no
ti ava: lat‘c for the period Lollolin’ 1839
i % i

complete st
there is o
that the
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Norwiy fish began entering the Spanish markets after
1815 and although a fair amount of fish was sold in Portugal
and a little in Italy later in the century Spain remained
the major market for this fish. (See Table 47, below, for
the only available statistics of this nature).l However,

TABLE 47

Norway's Dried Cod Sxports to Several Markets:
1855, 1856, 1857, and 1865

(quintals)

Market 1855 | 1856 1857 1865
Spain 374,040 362,860 k52, hSo Lok, 547
Nediterranean 91,520 k2,640 92,902
Brazil —371280- 40,700 8,758 _
West Indies 15,880  10.800 37,148
Portuzal 75 3860 8,340 19,553
taly 141,705

other markets also bought varying amounts at different
times. Spain's imports of Norway cod continued to grow and
by 1898 Northern Spain (Bilbao and Santander) alone was
buying about 550,000 quintals annually.2 By the last decade
of the century Portugal was also purchasing a large quantity
of llorway fish particularly at Lisbon and Oporto--where most

1see Table 45, Appendix I.

2Report of the Trade Cormissioners, p. 25.
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of Portuzal's fish trade was handled. (See Tables 48 and
49, below).l Although Spain was, by far, Norway's major

TABLE 48

Lisbon, Dried Cod Imports: 1891-1897
(Quintals)}

Year Newfoundland Norway Iceland

1891 35,041 46,690 weoes
1892 39,462 143,504 4,900
1893 30,032 4472 2,100
189 26,166 60,365 1,600
1899 &3’237 59,562 1,080
189 400 48,552 1,700
1897 29,06 54,550 1,420
TABLE 49
Oporto, Dried Cod Imports: 1891-1897
(Quintals)
Year Hewfoundland YNorway
1891 135,332 96,731
1853 10275 123153
160 2,317 202,646
1895 167,240 129,558
1896 202,543 99,100
1897 141,952 125,09

11bid., pp. 19-20.
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parket by the end of the century a fair amount of fish was
being sent to Portugal and a smaller quantity to Italy, or
ot least Maples.t
It appears that lNorway fish enjoyed great popularity

only in certain markets although there was probably enough
product differentiation so that some fish went to almost
every market. In lNorthern Spain where a moister fish vas
marketable Norway's trade expanded enorzously. Her dried
cod exports to Bilbzo, the largest port in that area, rose

from about 7,000 quintals in 1815 (See Table 50, belnw)2

TABLE 50 -
Bilbao, Dried Cod Imports: 1815-1828 |
(Quintals) -
Year Newfoundland Norway  United States
1815 85,382 7,270
1816 741155 11118 243295
1817 65,142 5,98 30,174
1818 61,52 2,320 2,541
1819 23,91 11,370 31329
1820 63,756 16,630 9969
1821 28,565 12,428 650
1822 90,792 14,720 1,174%
182 145,629 19,151 1,357
182 63,230 35,612
1825 53,890 353
1826 52,805 5,069 8
1827 39,512 72,081 350
1828 35,456 70,092

- 1see Table ko,
of about 35 quir T
$8a209at, 35,000 quintals of

les imported an average
fish annually during

3 tthevs, D.Phil., Notes, Original Source
Neufoundland Gazetts, September 22, 1829.
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when she first challenged Newfoundland in that market to
about 400,000 quintals annually by 1698.1 However, since

as much as over 200,000 quintals annually were going to
Portugal during the last years of the century it would seem
that Norway was by this time producing a drier fish or
Portuzal had been successfully persuaded to purchase the
demper, cheaper variety. It was probably a combination of
product differentiation and good salesmanship. Although
Norvay did sell some fish to the traditional 'hard dried'
markets such as Alicante? and Srazild the only other variety
that she produced in any quantity was stockfish and both
Italy and the Mediterranean (excluding Spain) area were good
markets for this fish.'

se developments in the Norway fishery helped to

make the fish trade very competitive and consequently, at
least in part, resulted in a lack of growth in the Newfound-
land fisherp) (See Table 51, below).” Norvay began to

penort o

TIrade Commissioners, p. 25. See also
Table 42,

et

2See Table 43, Appendix I.

3gee Table 45, Appendix I.
Y5ee Tables 41 and %5, Appendix I.

5599 Tebles 1% and 41, Appendix I.
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TABLE 51

A Comparison of the Dried Cod Exports from ewfoundland
and Norway: 1815-1865 and 1877-1889
(annual Average Humber of Juintals)

Newfound- Norway's
Newfound- lend's _ Share
Years land Norway Total Share ()  (F
9|  9uk,998 184,175 1,129,173 8% 16
G| 917,05  200,51h 1,207,570 76 24
o| 625,2ka  M2LLAL 1,349,706 59 31
5| 762,524  457,0 1,219,568 63 37
eko| 8Lk1,525 495,257 1,336,782 63 37
5| 961,250 9,121 1,370,381 70 30
ol 9%0,3%0 537,489 1,517,E39 65 35
959,126 605,738 1,264,686k 61 39
- 1856-1860 1,188,516 54,071 1,842,68 65 35
1861-1865| '912,8k9 6:5 409 1,563,256 58 2
' 1877-1889 [1,281,376 1,191,979 2,473,355 52 48

displace Newfoundland in Northern Spain very early in the
century (See Table 50) and the Island's share of that market
was reduced to only a few quintals annually by the early
1880's.l By the end of the century Newfoundland had been
ousted completely from this area.2? Similarly Norway's sales
to Portugal (See Tables 48 and 49) were also detrimental to
the Newfoundland fish trade and the expansion of the liorway

1see Table 42, dix I. French competition which
was also a factor heré has alreads been discussed.

2Report of the Trade Cor

issioners, p. 25.
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fishery during 1877-1881 in particular,l was no doudt
partially responsible for the reduction in Fewfoundland
dried cod exports to Spain, Portugal and Italy. (See Table
52, below).? (The Labrador exports of dried cod were recorded

TABLE 52

Newfoundland Dried Cod Zxports to Spain, Portugal,
-~ Italy, British ilest Indies and Brazil: 1874-1880
(Quintals)

British
Year Spain Portugal Italy West Indies 3razil

1874 259,06% 254,856 70,202 150,579 325,969
1879 139,031 208,405 3 Ol% &,71 275,482
1876 151,983 150,829 53,947 63,791 228,470
1877 109,583 150,228 23,716 W7 292,129
1878 77,916 150,025 39,38 57,499 268,455
1879 157,942 162,957 50,242 06,521 362,429
1880 109,256 170,872 46,179 82,347 395,044

separately from those of the Island after 1873 but they
were not differentiated according to merket. Therefore,
this decline demonstrated her concerns only the Island's
fish.) Besides this decline in the amount exported New-

foundland experienced a decline in price about this time.

1see Table 11, Appendix I.

235ec Table 31, ippendix I.
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(see Table 53, below)l It was also during these years that

TABLE 53

Price of Newfoundland Cod for
Various Markets: 1876-1880
(Dollars per Quintal)

Year Spain Portugal Italy
3 $

1876 5.k0 5.70 5.5

1877 5.00 5.00 320

1878 %.90 5.00 3.20

1879 3.70 30 2.0

1880 3.50 3.80 2.0

most of the complaints regarding Norway's usurpation of the
Newfoundland markets were registered by the Island's
exporters.2 ihile it would be an oversimplication to lay
all the blame for the stagnation of the Newfoundland fishery
on Worway it certainly must be accepted that the latter's

fishery was instrunental in keeping prices and profits low

1see Table 46, Appendix I.

2Chanber of Commerce, innual Rgports 1840138k,
Annual Resort for 1677, liown

75 Boos N Jun
March 21, 167
Pp. 3;0 53, upril °%0, 1é7 ;
Book

August 5, 1C7c ril 9, 1wo 3 PD.
1 d 67, p9. 156259, spril 26,
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and in many cases traditional Newfoundland markets were
captured by Norvay.

Although information regarding the Norway fishery
4s very scarce the writer has been able to plece togather a
rough sketch of this industry and consequently provide some
explanations for its rapid expansion.

The Norway cod fishery was carried out all along the
coast but basically it consisted of three distinct branches:
The Finnark in the far north near the Russian frontier; the
Lofoten which was in the middle, between north latitude
67°20" and 69°20'; and the Romsdal fishery in the South.

The most important of these was the Lofoten but the Finmark
was a very close second while the Romsdal was generally of
much lesser importance.l The Lofoten fishery was prosecuted
on a three terrace bank which extends out from the coast.
Wear the land this bank has a depth of 20-30 fathoms of
water; farther out its depth is %-50 fathoms; while the out-
side section has between 90 and 120 fathoms.2 This fishery
usually began about the end of December and lasted three to

four months.3 ‘hen the Finmark fishery started about the

)endix, pp. 857-83,
t Christiania,
7y for the year

2

Ibid., p. 857.

31bid., p. 858.
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first of April many of the Lofoten fishermen went there
yhere they fished until about iugust.l Although, at the
moment, further information regarding the Romsdal fishery
is unavailable one can see that the supplementary nature

of the Lofoten and Finmark fisheries combined with the
mobility of the fishermen resulted in a fishing season of
at least seven or eight months.2 However, it is probable
that this type of fishery required that fish be kept in
salt for longer and more irregular periods than was the
case in the Newfoundland shore fishery. If this is true
than Norway's fish was a moister and more heavily salted
product. This would help to explain why Horway's exports

to Northern Spain increased so extensively while her exports
to Southern Spain (ilicante for example)3 remained limited.
It would also help to explain why Norway vas never able to
take over the Brazil markets wiere a hard dried fish was
needed. Nevertheless, as has already been stated, out of
the huge volume of fish being produced by Horway it is
1likely that some hard dried salted fish was produced if only

11bid., p. 853 and p. 865.

2500 Tabls 25, ¢

dix I, for the appro
length of the

ery in various are:

3gee Table L3, Appendix I.
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by accident.l The structure of the Lofoten fishing grounds
Frabahly contributed to a certain regularity of catch since
f£ish were quite likely to be found at some levels. This
type of fishing grounds plus the long season may be some of
the explanations for one of the major difference apparent

in the export figures of Norway and Newfoundland during the
century. (See Tables 1% and 41, Appendix I). Newfoundland's
exports fluctuated from year to year while Norway's (klip-
£ish and stockfish combined) exports showed remarkable sta-
bility, plus of course impressive growth. The cod migration
into Newfoundland waters was unpredictable with fish failing
to appear in some places every year and in no locality did
1t ever appear in such concentration and abundance as at
Lofoten. In addition, all the best fishing areas around the
Island had become inhabited very early so that it was
difficult for floating fishermen to shore dry their catch
should they try following the fish around. And, of course,
it was senseless for lNewfoundland to cease making a high
priced product waich could be sold without much competition
in Brazil, for example, and to begin producing a low priced

article which could only be sold in competition with liorway

Lstockrish vas produced in the winter by hanging
the fish on poles to dry in the frost and sunj 2 hard,

almost indestructible,
resulted. fowever, it does not seea
most of the traditional dried salt fish consum:

water content
ealed to
8
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(and even France). The only Wewfoundland practice that
resenbled the Lofoten fishery was the migratory Labrador
floater fishery which, as has already been shoun, was not
oo successful. Finally the Finmark fishermen had the added
sdvantage of being able to sell large quantities (between
10,000 and 15,000 tons annually in the 1860's)® of salt
bulk and fresh fish to Russian ships. This additional
parket for an easily prepared product increased the stability
of the Norvay fishing industry. The nature of the Norway
fishery encouraged the mass production of a certain type of
relatively inexpensive fish.

The Norway Government? seems to have become directly
involved in their cod fishery early in the century but it
1is difficult to say with any certainty to what extent, if
any, they were responsible for the expansion of the industry.
In 1815 the liorway fishery was a relatively small operation
and the established fish trade interests were, very likely,
in a weak position which allowed the Government to become

directly involved. In the beginning Government regulations

ljeufoundland Journal, 1868, Report of Consul-
General, p. 357.

Norvay bscame part of Sweden in 1814 and consequentiy

the Swedish Gover: nt was proba respons for

the policy rega the ry rasources,
on: 7 uses tne parase "lorw:

is less likely to cont fe reader and

also because the enforcement of all local flsnln’ regulations

was in the hands of Il
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vere rather strict and inflexible.l Fishing grounds, for
exaple, were divided up by inspectors and marked with

bouys. These areas were assigned to certain fishing stations
and the fishermen all left for their respective fishing
grounds at a given signal each morning (if the inspector had
decided that the weather was suitable for fishing) and
returned at the sound of a similar signal each evening.? The
inspectors settled disputes and enforced regulations. Medical
officers were also on hand to look after the sick and
injured. Around 1860 the Government decided that fever re-
strictions might be more desirable and the inflexible system
of fishing ground divisions and morning and evening signals
was discontinued at Lofotend (and preswnably elsewhere later
in the century). Besides this the Norwegian Govermment
attempted to improve their industry by sending a Professor
Steuitz to Newfoundland in 1841 to study ths cod fishery
there and make recommendations on better methods that could
be adapted to Norway.' Patrick Hogan, in his report (see

footnote 4 below) claimed that the Norway cod fisheries were

11b1d., p. 865.

2Ibid., p. 863.

31bid., p. 865.

endix, p. 613,
D, Shea, Colonial
&81.
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yery poor before that time but "... have since run us out
of sight."l In addition the Government carried out an
ageressive sales policy by using travelling agents in order
to keep in constant contact with the markets and this was
considered to be quite beneficial to their trade.2 ihile
it is difficult to ascertain the gemeral effects of such
extensive governmental control and direction one knowledze-
able writer reported in 1882 that "... the increase in the
Norwegian fisaery [was] entirely owing to the protection,
encouragement and assistance given by the Government."3

Since a large proportion of her fish exports were

sent to Northern Spain Norway probably enjoyed lower shipping

costs than Newfoundland. In Newfoundland it was the accepted
practice to send medium sized cargoes (2,500-%,000 quintals)
to European ports and then have local agents redirect the
shipments to the marltets with the best prices. This system
worked very well with sailing ships when all cargoes were

of a limited size, time was not such an important factor and

market gluts were rare. However, it probably worked to

617, 4
letter Lieufoundland,
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Newfoundland's disadvantage to some extent since customers
could not always depend on the Island for their fish. In
any case the introduction of steam vessels made it possible
for Norway to lower costs because the volume of fish going
to specific ports was very large. In Newfoundland's case,
however, her trade was based on small shipments to meny
ports and the big steamer cargoes (10,000-15,000 quintals)
caused market gluts and were generally inconvenient. At
the same time there is an indication that the quality of
Newfoundland fish declined as the exporters competed with
each other to send the first cargoes to market. The use of
the steamer was to Norway's advantage and probably contrib-
uted to the expansion of the Norway fishery during the
1870's.

(Bt is obvious that Norvay became a very serious
competitor of Newfoundland in the European fish trade during
the nineteenth century. In some cases the consumption of
Newfoundland fish ceased altogether (as in Bilbao) while in
other cases the MNewfoundland trade stagnated (as in Portugal)
during the 1890's. At the moment it seems that the nature
of her fishing industry and the type of fish produced com- I/
bined with government assistance and lower shipping charges
resulted in the development of Norway as Kewfoundlend's
major competitor in the fish tradg)

@he increasing competition from other dried cod

producers during the nineteenth century adversely affected
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Newfoundland's fish trade. It is impossible to demonstrate
explicitly to what extent this occurred due to a multiplic-
4ty of other factors but Norway was, no doubt, the most
serious competitor especially in the Northern Spanish markets.
To a lesser extent, but in varying degrees, Norwegian exports
to Portugal, French exports to Italy and Spain, Nova Scotian
exports to the West Indies, and American and Icelandic fish
sales likewise contributed to a decline in Newfoundland's
share of the expanding world markets. These developments
then led to a decline in Newfoundland's per capita exportsl
and, particularly during the last decades of the century, to
a decline in price) (See Table S, below).?

TABLE 5%

Price of Newfoundland Dried Cod Exports: 1866-1900
(&verage annual price per quintal for
each five year pericd)

British
Years Spain Portugal Italy Brazil Uest Indies

1866-1870
1871-1275

U ERPES
DWW o
B3FEBL®

1see Table 30, Appendix I.

2See Table 46, Appendix I.
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Although the increase in foreign competition hastened
the decline in Newfoundland's share of the world fish markets
another influence in that direction was provided by develop-
ments within the market countries themselves. {fiere were
many developments within each market which could affect dried
cod imports but generally the system of tariff regulations
was the most important. If the duty was universially low it
kept down the consumer price and increased profits for all
producers. If, on the other hand, the duty was universially
high the profit margin was very low as the producers tried
to keep the fish within the consumers' purchasing povep.
This could be harmful to all producers end in cases of this
nature it was the country vhich had the lowest’cost of pro-
duction and/or highest government assistance which had the
advantage. ‘nother tariff arrangement was the preferential
duty vhich resulted from a bilateral agreement between a
producing country and a market. This arrangement gave the
producer involved an advantage over the others. A variation
of this was the discriminatory duty which was placed on one
(or more) country's produce to put her (or them) at a dis-
advantage. It was unfortunate, for Newfoundland, that,
generally speaking, she lost more than she gained from these
arrangenents. (Sesides the tariff regulations there vere
other factors, both intentional and unintentional, that in-
fluenced the dried fish trade. These include clearsnce

charges, quarantine laws, shipping regulations, wars,
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revolutions, depressions, droughts, and other political,
social, or economic upheavals. It would require a very
detailed study to exemine fully all the individual factors
which determined the quantity and kind of fish imported by
the markets in any one year so the writer will only mention
those developments which had direct and unmistakeable results.
A1l these factors could be examined in various ways but
probably the most convenient way is to study each market
individually and show as clearly as possible to what extent
developments there adversely affected the Newfoundland fish
trade.

The British West Indies and Italy were the least
important of Newfoundland's major merkets during the nine-
teenth century and this relative unimportance is also re-
flected in the lack of information on developments within
these markets which may have affected their imports from Few-
foundland. The nature of the British iest India markets
with their demend for very inexpensive fish made it difficult
for profits to be earned in this trade since lova Scotia and
the United States were strong competitors in this area. This
market declined somewhat in importance during the second
half of the century probably because of the repeal of the

Kevigation icts in 184.1 However, a small incresse in

Lcompare Tables 14 and 31, Appendix I.
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exports to the Foreign West Indies, as discussed earlier,
plus the development of a new market in Nova Scotia for a
small quantity of Newfoundland fish,l no doubt, offset this
decline. The Newfoundland-Italisn fish trade was also of a
comparatively minor nature (besring in mind its importance
to the Labrador cod and salmon fisheries) and there does

not seem to have been much Italian interference regarding
imports of Newfoundland cod. In 1816 the duty at Neples was
fixed at 9s.8d. per quintal? and while this was fairly high
it d1d not cause much alarm since Italy purchased very little
fish. It is not known at the moment what changes, if any,
were made in this 1816 tariff but since the cod exporters
remained silent on the subject, except for the occasional
perfunctory complaint, it probably stayed much the same
throughout the century. However, it was reported in 1898

that taxation was very high in Italy and the people very poor

LExports of Newfoundlsnd dried cod to lova Scotia
(later Ca:'-da) Jel‘E faArl/ siznificant during the second
half of the ce seens very 11
fish, its auAlic-r (ns ndicates by the pri
to that sent to the Yest Indies, vas re- exported £o the
West Indies by liova Scotia
Indian markets vere somewhat more
than they appear at first glance.

2pritish sional Pavers, p. 469.
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and that these were the reasons why the bounty supported
French fish could be sold more easily than the Newfoundland.l
This could explain the growth in the French fish trade in
Naples, Leghorn, and Genoa during the latter years of the
century.? While there was little governmental interference
in the British West Indies and Italy which determined the
amount of cod purchased from Newfoundland the very nature of
the demands of these markets placed Newfoundland at a dis-
advantage and prevented the Island from deriving any benefit
from the increase in consumption that occurred in these two
areas.

The Brazilian Government also interfered very little
with the importation of Newfoundland dried cod during the
century although there were other problems. The agreement

between Britain and Brazil in 1808 established the duty on
3

British goods entering Bruzil at a very reasonable 15
This was revised upward in 18%" but within a short while
the duty on cod was reduced considerably so that by 1821,

with the exception of a period of increased duties for

IReport of the Trade Comnissioners, p. 16.

2See Table 40 and 49,

3Jcac "andla C:loErzr;s,
by Pe:

, trans.
and ed. alv:
of North Garolina "ress, 1939), pe 11»5-

University

“Ibsa.
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revenue pruposes during the Paraguayan iar (1865-1870),1

it had declined to 3s.3d. per quintal.2 This would help
explain the large quantity of Newfoundland fish imported by
Brazil during this period.3 However, after the establish-
ment of a Republic in 1889% the economy of Brazil deterio-
rated’ and duties on fish were increased to about 7s.7d.
per drun® (128 1bs.). However, while Erazilian tariffs
were generally favorable to the fish trade political, social,
and economic upheavals caused severe depressions on two
major occasions. A financial crisis in 18647 followed by
the Paraguayan lar (1865-1870) placed a severe strain on
the econony® and were no doubt at least partially respon-

sible for the decline in the importation of Newfoundland fish.
Lchaber of Commerce Minute Sook 1866-1%75, Tol. 5,
Annual Report, August 4, 1369.

2c.0. 194%:201, pp. 404-407, & letter from the Chamber
of to Zarl Kimberley, 19, 1881.

3see Table 31, Appendix I.

Ycatogeras, B

s PD. 270-77. -
51bid., p. 279.

6c.0. 194:210, po, 158-60, Ixtract of a limute of the
Executive Council to the Governor, fugust 29, 1287; and
Job Femily Papers.

7Clarence Henry Haring, Enpire in Brazil (Cambridge,

Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 19463), p. 69.

8calogeras, Brazil, p. 200.
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(see Table 55, below)! There was another series of dlsturb-

TABLE 55
Exports of Neufoundlend Dried Cod to Brazil: 1861-1€69
(Quintals)

Year Quintals Year Quintals Year Quintals
1861 232,219 1864 154,518 1867 171,456
1862 203,400 1865 178,362 1868 98,426
1863 163,528 1866 149,749 1869 201,212

ances in the 1880's and early 1890's which included the
complete emancipation of the slaves in 1888;2 the forced
abdication of Emperor Dom Pedro in favor of a Republic in
1889;3 followed by a financial crisis as the milreis declined
in value from 27 pence (English Sterling) in 1889 to 12
pence in 1891;" and a violent revolution in 1892-169k,5
These developments were very likely responsible for the de-
cline in the importation of Newfoundland fish which occurred

at this tine. (See Table 56, below)® (It is tmerefore

Isee Table 31, Appendix I.
2Calogeras, Brazil, pp. 256-58
31bid., pp. 270-77

“Ibid., p. 281

SIbid., po. 290-95

6see Table 31, Appendix I.
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TABLE 56
gxports of Newfoundland Dried Cod to Brazil: 1880-1900
(Quintals)
Year Quintals Year Quintals Year Quintals
1880 395, 1887 315,150 189% 356,929
1881 L71,2 1888 276,058 1895 342,692
1882 312,078 1889 262,501 1896 338,193
188, 295,094 1890 218,833 1897 21,910
158& 375,089 1891 250,683 1898 02,72k
1885 259,818 1892 255,347 1899 484,531
1886 294,267 1893 352,160 1900 458,2ko

apparent that politieal, social, and econonic upheavals in
Brazil were much more instrumental in curtailing the impor-
tation of Mewfoundland fish than any Government regulations.)

(flewtoundland exports ot dried cod to Fortugal were
hampered by several Portuguese developments during the
century. There was a decline in the Portuguese econoay
early in the century which encouraged an increase in tariffs
for revenue purposes and furthermore encouraged the develop-
ment of a local fishery) There vere also some minor
irritations which were often disruptive.

Although the imports of gold and diamonds into
Portugal from Brazil declined after 1760 3razil continued
to play an important role in Portuguese coamerce. All

1)az:xer, The Portusuese Zroire: 1415-1825,

p. 181,



175

Brazilien trade was handled by Lisbon and Portugal had a
non competitive market for her industrial products and a
source of cheap raw materials.® The opening of Brazilian
ports to English commerce in 1808 was a major setback to
Portuguese trade and Brazil's declaration of independence in
1822 ended Portuzal's chances of regaining her colony.

While Portugal's ability to purchase dried cod abroad con-
tinued her major source of revenue was removed.

(ortugal's tariff regulations played an important
part in the Newfoundland fish trade throughout the century
not because they discriminated against Newfoundland (although
this eventually became the case) but because they removed
the advantages upon which the Island had come to dependj In
1810 a commercial treaty between Portugal and Eritain granted
British goods preferential treatment in Portuguese markets
at an ad valorem duty of 153.2 This was probably cne of the
main reasons why the exports of llewfoundland dried fish to

* Portugal increased to about 330,000 quintals annually by

1833.3 During the following year there was a reduction in

11bid., p. 202,

2Chanver of Commerce Minute Sook 1834-1841, Vol, 1,
A lettor fo Georze Richard Robinson, 11.P., London, Novewber
20, 1834

C. 5 op. 16-17, Governor's Observations
on the “)sqe.y 1m \.33.
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1 so that Newfoundland

the duties paid by other countries
no longer enjoyed any advantage. At the same time a group

of Lisbon business men formed a fishing company and requested
greater tariff protection from the Government.2 In 1835,
after the expiration of the treaty with Britain, Portugal
increased the duties on dried cod imports from an average of
25.10d. per quintal (153 ad valorem) to a flat rate of
3s.6d.3 This increase was followed by another in 1838 when
the duty became 7s. ver quintal.* By the late 1850's exports
of dried cod from Newfoundland to Portugal had declined con-
siderably and averaged only 168,322 quintals annually during
1857-1860.7 The rate of duties established in 1838 remained
very much the same throughout the century® (as’far as the
writer can ascertain) but beginning in 1896 Norway fish was

.0. 19%:89, p. 468, A letter from the Chamber of
ggmgerce to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, June 25,
34,

2Chamber of Commerce Ninute Book 183%-1841, Vol. 1,
Anual Remorts iugass 10, 1836

3Ibid., 4 letter to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, August 25, 1837.

l‘Ibi\iA
5See Table 31, Appendix I.

SReport of the Trede Commissioners p. 17.
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given preferential treatment with a reduction of 10d. pér
quintal.l This probably encouraged the importation of
Norway fish but occurring when it did it had no real bearing
on developments. Portugal's tariff policy during the nine-
teenth century can be divided into three periods: 1810~
1833; 1833-1896; and 1896-1900 and into the twentieth
century. During the first period Newfoundland fish received
preferential treatment and by the 1830's Portugal was

... regarded as the main stay of their [the Newfoundland
exporters'] fishery."2 Throughout the second period all
dried cod imports into Portugal paid the same rate of duty
which increased several times during these years. MNewfound-

land fish exports to Portugal declined after the 1830's and

Portugal never rezained its position as Nevfoundland's major
market (except during the 1880's) although she continued to
purchase a fair quantity of fish from the Island. During
the final years of the second period and, of course, during
the third period when Norway fish was ziven preferential

treatnent over lewfoundland, Norway captured a large portion

1.0, 19%:236, pp. 14%0-k1, 4 letter from ne British
Fox’eign Office to the Colonial Offics, October 6, 18965

d C.0. 194:239, », 342, .\ letter from the British Foreign
OfficL to the Colonial ofrice, Septemder 2, 1897.

20.0. 164:89, p. 468, 4 letter from the Chamber of
Gommercs & the Seerdtary of ‘State for tre Colonies, July 23,
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of Portugal's market.

The Newfoundland fish trade in Portugal received
some competition from Portugal's own fisheries after the
1830's but only to a very limited extent. In the early
1830's, as has been mentioned, a fishing company was formed
at Lisbon and given some tariff protection. Kot much is
known about this National Fishing Company of Portugal but
in 1852 some consideration was given to allowing the Company
to dry their catch in Newfoundlend in return for a lower
duty on Newfoundland £ish.® This idea was never acted upon
and the Company dropped out of the picture shortly after-
wards. However, in 1884 Government encouragement and
assistance was given to the development of a Portusuese
banlting fleet in Lisbon.2 The fish caught by this fleet was
charged only a nominal duty3 and could be sold at a profit
at 1s.6d. per quintal less than the Newfoundland fish.* How-
ever, the tish had to oe kept in salt bulk for a fairly long
time and vas only dried as required.” This, apparently,

meant that the fish had to be sold before the weather tecame

1c,0, 194:136, P9, 363-86, 4 letter from Goyernor
Lenmarchant to John L. Pakingten, uundon, July 12, 1852.

2Report of the Trade Comnissioners, pp. 17-18.

3114,

Y1bid., p. 18.
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oo hot and consequently it did not compete with the New-
foundland product during the warmest months.l Nevertheless,
by the end of the century the quantity of fish being sold

in Lisbon by these bankers amounted to about one-third of
that being sold by Newfoundland? end therefore it provided
some competition although it must be remembered that most
Kewfoundland fish exported to Portugal was handled in Oporto
and not Lisbon. (See Tables 48 and 49.)

There were other developments in Portugal which
disrupted the Newfoundland fish trade but these were usuelly
of a minor nature and had a limited duration. The Var of
the Two Brothers (1832-1834%) disrupted Portuguese trade
since the coastal area was the one most directly involved
in the fighting.3 A cholera outbreak in the European ports

about this time also proved to be a hinderance to commerce."

Even the app of a uese Vi 1 in St.
John's and the establishnent of clearance charges of £2.14.0

11big.
21bid., p. 17.

3For instance, in 1834 the port of Oporto was
blockaded bty some of the revolutionary forces.

%G.0. 19%:68, 0. 352, Sxplanatory Observations
Relatinz to the quarantine Act, ilarch 21, 183k,
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per vessel with cargo and £1.1.0 per vessel in ballast!
jrritated the Newfoundland exporters.? In the early 1890's
there were a series of political disturbances in Portugall
and in 1892 imports of Newfoundland fish dropped below
200,000 quintals annually for the first time in twelve
years." Similarly during the last several years of the
century political instability in Portugal, combined with
Norwegian competition, again disrupted the Newfoundland-
Portuguese fish trade.” Unlike Brazil, howsver, internal up-
heavals in Portugal were not that important to the Newfound-
land fish trade.

\élthough many developments of a relatively minor
nature occurred in Portugal and affected the Néwfoundland
£ish trade to a greater or lesser extent the major difficulty
emanating from that market involved tariff regulations)

Regardless of whether fievfoundland had any right to expect
1c,0. 19%:133, pp. 283-86, & letter from the Chamber
of Comeres to Barl Grey, October 7, 1850.

2Chamber of Gomsercs liinute 200k 1846-1851, Vol. 2,
Annual Report, iugust b,

3Newnan, Book 69, nn. - 208-10, fugust 4, 1891; and
Book 70, ppe 223, June, 165% S ST

Ysee Table 31, ipsendix I.

SNewman, Book 70, pp. 267-69, lay 31, 1898. "Riots
1n Portugal and’the poseibivity of &’ sevolstion s
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preferential treatment in Portugal the cessation of this
policy was a severe blow to the Island's fish trade. The
increase in duties which took place during the remainder of
the century reduced the profit margin and by the last decades
Norway's cheaper fish was taking over much of this market.
During the nineteenth century Spain increased her
total imports of dried cod and Newfoundland not only failed
to retain a fair share of this market but her actual exports
to Spain declined. Among the numerous developments in Spain
which encouraged this movement away from Newfoundland fish
in favor of lNorway and French fish the most important, by
far, vas the Spanish system of tariff regulations, A4s in
the case of Portugal most of the other developments were of
a relatively minor nature and can be described as irritations

rather than major causes.

After the Napoleonic Wars Spain lost most of her

colonial empire and although there was a decline in Spanish
trade as a consequence she was still able to purchase dried
cod imports from the proceeds of her exports as previously
mentioned but her revenues declined consideratly. In 1789,
for example, Spain received 488 millicn reales de vellon in
specie from her colonies of waich 348 million were used to
help buy foreign imports valued at 520 million reales de

vellon.} 2y 1829 the richer colonies had all become inde-

Lyicens Vives, Soain, p. 69%.
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pendent and the specie shipments had ceased. In that year
foreign imports were valued at 380 reales de vellon and there
yas a large trade deficit.l £t the same time "the Spanish
econony was unable to furnish the government with the
financial aid it required as a result of the collapse of the
American empire."2 This loss of Government revenue from the
colonies was one of the major reasons why duties were in-
creased during the early part of the century for it is signif-
jcant that in the 1820-1€25 period when the protectionist
fever was at its height (In 1822 duties on dried cod reached
their highest level.) Spain lost her cocoa interests in
Venezuela and Columbia, and her mines in Mexico and Peru.3
However, Gpanish commerce began to recover in the 1850's and
while the first half of the century (1814-1854) was noted

for its contraction in foreign trade the second half was

Y (see Table 57, below)® Although

noted for expansion.
there were periods of stagnation during the latter 1860's,

the latter 1870's, and in the 1890's there was a considerable

puitl

21b1d., p. 720.
31bid., p. 612.
"nud., p. 693.

5Ibid., pp. 694-96. In 1808 cne peseta was the
T eizht reales de vellon or four reales. Ibid.,

equiva
P. 585.
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TABLE 57

Total Spanish Foreign Trade: 1850-188%
(Millions of Pesetas, Average per Year)

Years Pesetas Years Pesetas
1850-1855 52 1870-1e7k 1,025
1856-10% % 18731079 1,045

75 880-188% 15
1e%ines 72

growth in Spanish foreign trade during the second half of
the century.l Information concerning the total imports of
dried cod into Spain is incomplete but it has been shown
that Northern Spain, at least, increased its imports of fish
considerably during the century. Similarly th'e total value
of dried cod imports increased from 37,360,000 reales to
59,850,000 reales between 1851 and 1857.2 (fiany of the
problems which became identified with the Newfoundland -
Spanish fish trade owe their origin to the early nineteenth
century loss in Spain's revenue resuiting from her colonial
difficulties.

Spain's tariff regulations were certainly a major
factor in the decline of the Newfoundland-Spanish fish trad(f)

Vicens Vives divides Spanish tariff policy during 181%-1900

Lba., . 694-97.

Ibid., p. 698.
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into four stages.® He claims that Spain was very pro-
tectionist between 181k and 1841, moderately so between
1841 and 1869, inclined towards free trade during 1869-1891,
and protectionist after 1891. Apparently the failure of
protectionist policies to bring about economic growth in the
early part of the century led eventually to the later free
trade policies. However, protectionism among other countries
in the 1870's produced a reaction in Spain and protectionist
ideas became increasingly popular until the new tariff
schedule of 1891 repudiated the previous free trade policies.2
During the period immediately following the 1815
peace treaty Spenish duties on dried cod rose drastically
and practically wiped out the importation of Néwfoundland
fish. The duty increased from 3s.8d. per quintal in 18083 t0
1bs. per quintal in 1822.% At the same time the price of
dried cod declined from between 9s. and l4s.6d. per quintal
to between 6s. and 10s.6d. per quintal.’ This meant that the

11bid., pp. 705-12.
21bid., pp. 711-12.

3British Sessional Pavers, p. 469.

4 lettor fron the CHanber ‘of
Commerce to state for olonies, Janu:
26, 1836 an 7y D. 273, c from the Che
of Comisrce to the Secrerary of 34 Late for tne Colonies,
une

Yc.0, 19h:k, Lo,
1o Secratary

5See Table 15, ippendix I.
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cheaper lorway fish had an advantage particularly in Northern
spein where it quickly displaced the Newfoundland product.
Between 1813 and 1833 exports of Newfoundland fish to Spain
geclined from about 400,000 quintals to about 100,000
quintals annually and it was felt at the time that this vas
chiefly due to the stringent tariff regulations.l

The Carlist {ar (1833-1839) caused many disruptions
in Spanish Commerce but it did help to bring about a more
moderate tariff schedule in 1841.% This new schedule reduced
the duties on dried cod but introduced a flag differential
to encourage Sg:;snish shipping. The new duties were set at
65.3d. per quintal on fish imported in Spanish ships and
8s.4d. per quintal on fish imported in other ships.3 By the
late 1850's exports of Newfoundland dried cod had more then
doubled partly as a result of the lover duties but also
because of the grovth in the Spanish economy vhich received
its first impetus from the Crimean iar.*

Klthough the lower dutles, no doubt, stimulated cod
imports from Newfoundland the introduction of a flag differ-

lgarris, "Neufoundland", p. 9%.

2yicens Vives, Svain, pp. 706-707.

3c.o0. 1943123, pp. 348-50, A letter from the Foreign
Office to Herman l'erivals, Januzry 10, 1650.

“n:sd., p. 69%. BSee Table 56.
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ential was detrimental to the Island's shipping.l Spanish
shipping increased and in 1851 it was reported that

“,... whilst during the past season 69 Spanish vessels of
8496 tons have taken cargoes to Spain [From St. John's]

not a single British vessel has cleared for that Country
from this Port."2 Spain continued to supply most of its own
shipping in the Newfoundland dried cod trade3 until the
inereased use of steam by Sritain® and the growing free trade
climate brought an end to the differential flag duty in 1868.5
Spanish shipping engaged in Newfoundland trade declined con-
siderably during the 1860's and 1870's until Spain was
hendling only about 207 of this commerce by 1875.6 However,
the remaining Spanish fleet contimued to irritate the New-

foundland shippers.? Spanish shipping, in general, increased

Lprowse, Newfoundlond, pp. 452-5k.

2c.0. 19%:13%, pp. 6-7, A letter fron the Chamber of
Gomorce 0 Larl Gray; Secretary of State for the Coloniss,
January 6, L

3see Table 47, Appendix I.

Yyicens Vives, Spain, p. 689.

5Ibid., p. 709.
65ce Table 47, Apendix I.

730hn and Hillten Boyd Letter Dok 1675-1978, 4
letter to J’_\_” st 11,

cargoes.
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again after 18751 but it did not continue to compete in
the Newfoundland fish trade.
With very few exceptions Newfoundland continued to
* enjoy a fairly brisk trade with Spain until the mid 1870's

stiaulated hat by the hrow of the hy in
1868 and the establishment of a government committed to the
ideas of free trade.2 (See Table 58, below)3 Tariffs were

TABLE'58

Exports of Hewfoundland Dried Cod to Spain: 1857-1900
(4verage Kunber of Quintals per Year

Year Quintals Year Quintals
216,465 1881-1885 138,281

252,510 1888-125C 1:6,-,”

177, 2n2 1891—1?95 64,029

1896-1900 %0,325

123 ,11'7

reduced* and the imports of Hewfoundland fish recovered
from a decline in the late 1860's. Plans were made for a

more extensive reduction in duties but before this could

Lyicens Vives, Soain, po. 690-691.

2Ibid., p. 61k,

3see Table 31, appendix I.

ves, Svain, p. 710; and Chanber of Commerce
- 1. 5, A lat&ﬂr to the Chamber from
vember 25, 1868.
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take place the Bourbons were restored to the throme in
1875 and free trade began to lose its popularity. Two
gears later a new differential tariff policy was drawn up?
and in 1882 the duty on dried cod from Norway and France
vas reduced 2s.6d. per quintal less than that paid by
Newfoundland.3 The increased duties plus the discrimina-
tory tariff system doubtlessly contributed to the severe
decline in the Newfoundland-Spanish fish trade during the
last decades of the century,)

Besides the major problems concerning Spain's foreizn
trade and her tariff regulations there were other develop-
ments of a relatively minor nature which also affected the
Newfoundland-Spanish fish trada but only for a short while
or in a small vay. For instance, in 1808 Spain placed an
additional duty on all fish imported into Spain from another

Iberian or Mediterranean port.* Since it was the practice

Lyicens TVives, Spain, p. 710.

21b1d., p. 711.

3.0, 194204, Bo. 96-97, 4 letter fron the Chaaber
of Comnerce bo Larl Septenver 9, 1602; end I
6 h tte: "‘rcu c' riti, oreizn Office to
e, Auzust b, 136 anr:l Chanber of Commerce
Annual Heuo"ts 1849-138%, .nnual Report for 1834.

* and Cospany Letter Joot, 4 lettor
fron 7,3, Hizhmo gent a \ %o Charled ddmends, igent
at Twillingate, Gotobor 23, 15;5
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for agents in the markets to forward cargoes fron one
EBuropean port to another as demand and price fluctuated it
became necessary for most ships leaving Newfoundland to take
out Spanish clearance papers in St. John's. In 1858 this
amounted to very little since only a Bill of Health costing
10s. was needed.l However, by 1864 other charges had been
added so that in addition to the 10s. each ship clearing for
Spain was required to pay 8s.4d. for a rezister and 2s.3id.
per one hundred quintals of fish.2 4 vessel with load of
1,000 quintals vas, therefore, forced to pay £5.10.0 in
clearance charges while those bound for Portugal and America
paid 7s.6d. and 3%.00 respectively.3 By 1874 these Spanish
charges had been further increased to an average cost of
$39.00 per vessel.* Since few shippers could be sure that
1t would not be necessary to forvard their cargoes to Spain

1t was essential that most ships carry Spanish papers in

1c.0, 194:133, pp. 283-86, A letter mn ghe Chamver
of Commerce to Governor Le iarchant, October 7,

2c.0. 194:173,
of Commerce to Zdward C
Colonies, October 13, 1864,

5-37, 4 letter from the Chamber
11, Secretary of State for the

3114,

Ychanber of Commerce linute Book 186sigs, Tole 3
A latter to the C uer ‘roz\ the Spanish Consulate c ember
H d letter fron the Chanm
e,usr 256, 1874, 3See also

* to
wman, Ecok 66,
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order to avoid the extra duty. Yars and plagues were other
gevelopments that added to the problems of the Newfoundland
exporters. During the Carlist War (1833-1839), for example,
ot only was trade disrupted but Norway was forced to re-
direct her Spanish fish to the Portuguese markets where it
competed quite successfully with the Newfoundland produce.l
similarly an outbreak of yellow fever in Spaih in 18672 was
very disadvantageous to Newfoundland's trade. The Spanish
Government immediately ordered all British vessels arriving
from Newfoundland or Labrador to be quarantined in port for
five days before unloading.3 In 1868 the quarantine vas
reduced to thres days* but the losses from spoilage and
demurrage plus the advantages of Newfoundland's competitors
Who were unaffected by the quarantine were partly responsible,
at least, for the decline in Spain's imports of Newfoundland
daried cod. (See Table 59, below)? Nevertheless, while high

clearance charges and internal disturbances were a nuisance

IChamber of Commerce Minute Book 18341841, Vol. 1,
Annual Report, August 10, 1836.

2) letter from J. Randell, Job Brothers, St. John's
to Robert Tilly, Bird Island Cove, Trinity Day, September 29,
1870. Tilly Family Papers.

3cnamber of Comnerce Ninute Book 1866-1875, Vol. 5,
Annual Report, iugust 8, 1867.

¥¢.,0. 194:177, vp. 304-5, 4 Memo fron ths British
Foreign Office to the Under Secrstary of State for the
Colonies, September 19, 1858.

5See Table 31, Appendix I.
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TABLE 59

Exports of liewfoundland Dried Cod
to Spain: 1860-1869

Year Quintals Year Quintals
1860 259,406 1865 173,714
186 262,092 1866 162,940
1862 274,737 186 171,543
185; 309,740 186! 150,128
186 2h2,768 1869 170, 1628

they were not of any overall great importance throughout
the century.

Newfoundland's exports of dried cod to Spain were
adversely affected by Spain's faltering Government revenues
which brought about high tariffs during the nineteenth
century. Later, discriminatory tariffs caused additional
problems. This made it possible for Horvay fish to compete
successfully with Newfoundland fish especially in the
Northern Spanish markets where the Norway product had an
advantage.

Looking briefly at these most important dried cod
markets several conclusions can be drawn. (_I:u Portugal and
Spain a loss of colonial revenues resulted in chanzes in
tariff regulations and made it more difficult for Newfound-
land to sell a high priced product. In addition the very
nature of her cod fishery rendered impossible any successful

v
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competition with Norway in the sale of a damper r1s9 How-
ever, as it has been pointed out developments in these
markets differed greatly. High Spanish tariffs nearly wiped
out the imports of Newfoundland fish early in the century
and differential duties in 1877-1882 which discriminated
against Newfoundland destroyed the mid century recovery that
had taken place, In Portugal the situation was somewhat
different in that the removal in 1833 of the preferential
treatment that had been granted Newfoundland fish in 1810
caused a decline in the Portuguese-Newfoundland fish trade.
The situation in Brazil was quite unlike that in Spain and
Portugal. (The only serious problems originating in this
market concerned internal disturbances rather than'Govermment
tariffs and in any case the growth of this market more than
compensated for any problems therg) lost markets by the
very nature of their trade (cheap fish to the West Indies,
small cargoes to Spain and Portugal) caused problems for the
Newfoundland exporters and consequently exports to all
markets flucuated. (fowever, all things censidered, Spain's
tariff regulations was probably the most important market
problem of the century with Portugal's tariff changes being
also quite serious)

In general Newfoundland's position as a major dried
cod exporter was adversely affected by external factors

during the nineteenth century. Other producers, notably
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Norway, increased their production of cod and moved into
paricets that had alvays belonged to Fewfoundland. The
demand for tne Island's hard dried, light salted fish ex-
panded only in Brazil while most of Europe became more and
more inclined to buy the Norwegian product! which by the
nature of her fishery lorway was able to produce in large
quantities. @us increase in world production combined
with developments in the markets which were for the most
part detrimental to Newfoundland resulted in a decrease in
her share of the world markets and a decline in her per

capita exports of dried cod)

15eo Table U4, ippendix I for an indication of the
decline in exports to Burope from taree lewfoundland firms.



CONCLUSION

furing the nineteenth century Newfoundland's popu-
lation increased five-fold due mainly to natural growth.

The dried cod industry provided the major economic base
throughout this period but production and consequently
exports did not increase sufficiently to meet the groving
needs of the population. At the same time the world demand
for dried cod was rapidly expanding although Newfoundland
could not retain her share of these mar‘.:ets.i A combination
of internal and, more important, external factors were
respuusible for ihe decline in Newfoundland's per capita
exports and in her share of the markets. The nature of her
cod fishery and the deterioration of her product combined
with increasing foreign competition and difficulties witain
the markets resulted in the general decay of the Newfoundland
£ish tradef,

The effects of this general decay of the Niewfoundland
cod fishery, due to internal and external conditions during
the century, manifested themselves in the declins in popu-
lation growth, the increase in public debt, and the retrench-
ing of commerce which was all the more serious in 1§9% since

it had been artificially postponed during the 1880's and
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early 1890's.

\jl'hs Newfoundland population increased at a fairly
steady rate after the Napoleonic Wars but by the latter
part of the century this rate of increase had declined con-

siderably. (See Table 60, below).l There were two reasons

TABLE 60

Average Percentage of Newfoundland's Population
Growth per Year

Year % Year %

1836-1857 2.4 18741884 2.0
1857-1869 1. 18841891 0.3
1869-1874 2.0 1891-1901 © 0.9

for this decline: the decrease in immigration, and the
increase in emigration--the latter being by far the more
important. (The failure of the cod fishery to expand and the
lack of deversification in the economy resulted in a decline
in employment opportunities which no doubt explains the
decline in population growth.) Governor Bannerman pointed
out that the decline in the number of immigrants from an

average of 545 annually during the seven year period ending

Loomputed fron the statistics in Table 1, Appendix I.
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in 1847 to only 197 annually during the nine year period
ending in 1856 vas the direct result of this.l When in
1857 a prosperous fishery increased the demand for labour
and the[merchants tried to have the British Passenger Act
relaxed to stimulate imigraticn2 the Emigration Office
refused to comply and they maintained that immigration into
Neufoundland had declined because of the shortage of employ-

ovever, as Table 60 (above)

ment not because of the Act.3 %
indicates the Newfoundland population was increasing at an
average rate of 2.4 ¥ annually during this period and it
vas the out migration of people later in the century which
was the more si;nii‘icant.} There is very little evidence,
other than the percentages in Table 60, to show what
happened during the latter decades of the century. Captain
Brown, speaking of Harbour Grace in 1871, reported that,
"The Roman Catholics emigrate in large numbers to the States

from this port."™ o doubt most Newfoundlanders who

16.0. 194:15%, pp. 46-52, 4 letter from the Imgeration
office, London to ler*vale, Under Secretary o
for thé Colenies, January 6

87-89, & letter from Governor
, Gecretary of State for the

2c.0. 194:151,
Bannerman to E: nry ‘EDO
Colenies, December 8, 1357.

35

See footrnote 1 above.

endix, p. 645. The
icbe to the Governor

Report
of ‘E'ncumll :nd
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emigrated went to New York and the New Zngland States where
pany found euployment as fishermen or sailors. Even Raymond
)eFarland, in his first fishing voyage on a mackerel schooner
in the 1890's described the seventeen man crew, which, was
an average one, as having two Newfoundlanders.l (m& major
part of the emigration from Neufoundlend during the last
part of the century came from the districts of Port de Grave,
Harbour Grce and Carbonear where the population declined
between 188% and 1901](2 However, as previously stated, it
s difficult to ascertain how many people emigrated from
Newfoundland during this period since no statistics on this

subject were recorded in the Island or in the #mericen

statistical records accessidle to the writer:lievfoundland
imnigrants vere recorded with the British fiorth Americans
or (later) Canadians. |The most that one can say is that
[eonsiderable emigration from Veufoundland occurred, partic-
ularly from the morth side of Conception Bay,d due to the
lack of employnent in the Island which was mainly the result

Company, 103%), F. #7.
2See Table k4, Chapter I.

n Bey family of tod
ey Znzland -
undland after 18 70.

3Rare indeed 1s the Concesti
tbat does not have rel=tives e
se ancesteors czme from
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of problems in the dried cod industry.ly
Phile the impact of fishery developments on popu-
Jation growth resulted in an increase in emigration the
impact on the Government led to an increase in expenditure
and eventually a fairly substantial debttf In the first
place the decline in the (per capita) exports of dried cod
resulted in a decline in the value of total exports (per
capita) and this vas followed by a decline in the value of
total imports (per capita).3 At the same tine|the Govern-
ment became responsible for larger and larger welfare
payments* vhich in turn led to increased Government expend-
Atare.” Since 1t wvas necessary to increase the revenue to
neet the additional expenditures and since the custon dutiss
were the main source of revenue and imports were not in-

creasing very quickly (They were actually declining in per

Line writer is also avare that the decline of the
seal industry was also a factor here.

2The actions of the Newfoundland Government in
trying to alleviate the problems of the fishery and conse-
quently their own finencial problems have already been
discussed.

3see Table 52, ipoendix I, The writer did not think
1t necessa table apits im

2
p the major pert of exports and r
capita exports of this product has already been f aens Bee
Table 30, ‘ppendix I.

Msee Table 53, Appendix I.

SSee Table 5%, ippendix I.
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capita value as previously mentioned.) the only solution
vas an increase in tariff rates which continued throughout
the century (See Table 61, below)® and no doubt increased

TABLE 61

Value of Imports and Customs Revenue
(Annual Average)

Custons Revenue

Custons as a Percentage®

Year Imports Revenue of Imports

% £ P
1836-1841|  713,373:16:0 | 35,582:1€:0 5
1857-1861|1,263,313: 8:0 | 97,924z 6:5 8
18701874 6,705 187,20 791~ 181 35 12
1875-1879| 7,151,527.60 40,673.75 12
1880-1 '/,:/g,»:;.:o L,UU«,QJJ a 13
1885-1889| 6,428,681.60 | 1,077,592.55 17
1890-189% | 6,597,70k.80 | 1;535,496.99 23

3o the nearest wiole nimber.

the cost of production in the dried cod trade. [_A_t the same
time the value of goods imported did not remain at the same
level as the valus of goods exycrted.J Table 52, Appendix I
illustrates the trend throughout the century in this regard.
Prior to about 1850 there was, for the most part, a very
favourable trade balance on current account with the value of

11,

1857-1895,

oolts, 1836-1841; and Newfoundland Journa
ndices.
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goods exported exceeding the value of goods imported by
fairly considerable amounts. L'nunng the 1850's and 1860's,
however, this picture changed and the value of goods imported
was approxinately equal to the value of goods exported. By
the mid 1870's the original situation had been completely
reversed and the Island experienced an unfavourable trade
balance on current account during 1875-189% (inclusive) with
the exception of three years--1881, 1891, and 1892, Commen-
surate with the reversal in this trade balance the increasing
customs duties (and other revenues) failed to meet Government
expenditures and consequently the public debt increased

)

rapidly after 13&0.] (See Table 62, below.)' However,

TABLE 62

Newfoundland's Public Debt: 1875-1898

Year 3 T Year $
1875 1,258,710.43 ‘ 1887 3
1876 1,319,380.22 1888 3
1877 1 3°o,o<2.6‘ 1889

1878 1890 L
1879 1891 g
1880 1892 6
1881 1893 8
1882 189k 9
1883 1895 .
188% 1896 1k,
1885 1897 17
1886 1898 16

ppendicas.
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tnis was probably to be expected and does not, of itself,
seen to have been considered too serious. In fact a con-
temporary report stated that Canada with a public debt of
460 per capita and ew South Wales, View Zealand, Jueensland,
south iustralia and Victoria with public debts of between
$200 and $500 per capita were all in a more difficult financial
position.t {However, since it is difficult to separate public
“eonfidence in governments from public confidence in the
comercial life of a country the lieufoundland Govsrament's
credit rating and hence its financial condition deteriorated
during the bustness crisis of 1894.]

[Tnc aifficulties in the fish trade (and of course the
decline of tae seal fishery) resulted in a retrenching by
merchants, particularly the large exporting firms and not all

-were able to survive. !By the 1880's with the exception of

John ¥unn and Company, Harbour Grace, and Newnan and Company
on the south coast the fish trade was under the controls of
the St. Jomn's '::us'massas.q Despite the increasing difficulties
of the 1880's and early 1890's these major St. John's firms

were able to avoid serious retrenching by borrowing heavily

John's) January 7, 1895.
efforts to find alt: v

icularly the buil:
as 2 of the increassd (
i can:equem.ly the growing public debt.
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from the Union and Commercial 3anks. Extensive borrowing
gron the banks was possible because the bank directors wers,
for the most part, principals or representatives of the
Jargest fims.] Sdwin Duder, Goodfellow and Company,

4. Goodridge and Sons, Job Brothers and Company, and J. and
W. Pitts provided the directors for the Commercial Bank while
the directors of the Union 3ank consisted of representatives

i from Thorburn and Tessier, Harvey and Company, Baine Johnston

and Company, and W.J.S. Donnelly. [ ereas previously com-
panies vere nsually forced out of business before their

debts became too high the St. John's merchants during this
period were able to remain solvent by borroving.] In addition
not only were the banks unwise in their loans but it seems
they also tried to make their assets appear larger by in-
cluding in them such doubtful items as the debit balances of
insolvent firms. ihen the banks were forced to suspend
business in 1894 the fish trade in general was forced to
retrench quickly with such firms as Sdwin Duder, and Thorburn
and Tessier having to liquidate and others including Baine
Johnston and Company, and Job Brothers and Company having to
compronise. Besides the companies which by and large con-
trolled the banks others were indirectly involved and a few

Of these,of vhich John unn and Company was the largest,were

8lso forced to liquidate. %hen one considers that John Xunn

and Conpany, Thorburn and Tessier, and Edwin Duder--taree of
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the major £irms to go bankrupt--together employed 19,000
people (presumably men and women) in the cod fishery, 650
Jabourers, 100 clerks, and had 1,500 planters dependent on
then! one can get some idea of the magnitude of the conse-
quences of these insolvencies. Similarly, since most, if
not all, of the major firms were forced to retrench the
pumber of fishermen and employees adversely affected must
have been considerable.? [Alchough it had serious conse-
quences the "bank crash" of 1894 can be seen as the too
successful postponement of business retrenching so that
the over extension of credit to the point reached in 189%
resulted in a business collapse all the nore extensive.]
Hovever, most of the St. John's companies were able to sur-

vive and with the bankruptey of John unn and Company the

1c.0. 19%:230, pp. 211-12, 4 letter from Sovernor
0'Brien to the Marquis of Ripon, Januar/ 28, 1895,

2The writer is of

_opinion thst the digaspesrancs

¢ depressions
£

prns‘wru s alvays a com_\on n’mnm:,ena'l of t’le liewfound-
Tend aricd cod industry.
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Jast of the "independent" outports was finally brought
under the control of the St. John's firms.

Lstag,nation in the fish trade caused a frantic search
by Government and investors for an alternative or at least
a supplement to the dried cod industry, and resulted in many
attempts to diversify the economy. However, for the most
part, these efforts seldom met the expectations of those in-
volved and usually increased the debt of the Colony. The
opening of the iron ore mines on Bell Island in 1895 can be
teken as the first really successful effort to diversify
the economy and since other mines and pulp and paper oper-
ations folloved very quickly in the early decades of the
twentieth cem‘.ury]nne can look at 1800-1900 as the century
of the "Newfoundland Cod Fishery" unsuccessful though it

was in many ways.
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TABLE 1

Population of Newfoundland: 1803-1901%
Year  Number Year  lNumber
1803 19,034 1821 47,083
180k 20,380 1822 47,530
1805 21,375 182 2503
1806 aees 1821 sene

1807 25,234 1825 55,504
1803  2L,625 1826 cese

1809 25,157 182 53,238
1810 ..., 182 99,101
1811 25,985 1829 59,035
1812 30,772 1830 60,0

181 32,749 1836 74,993
181 33’952 1845 96,29

1815 1568 1857 124,238
1816 41,898 1869 145,536
1817  L43,k09 1874 161,374
1818  L10,85% 188% 197,335
1819 40,937 1891 202,050
1820, 42,535 1901 220,249

#statistics for the 1803-1830 period were taken from the

fcollection of C.C,19% S
these for 1045 were taken from the Por
for the appropriate years.

for 1845 were

(Ottawa:

I.3. Teylor, 1876),

Statistics" wnil

of

16

5!

others -ex

The Statistics
51871
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TABLE 2
Oceupations of the Keufoundjand
Population: 1857-1901%
1857
Clergymen

71  Doctors, Lawyers
1,607 Farmers
1,97 Mechanics
Merchants, Traders
39,805 Engaged in Fisheries
20,887 Seamen and Fishermen
4  Engaged in Lumbering

122,638  Total population of
the Island

1869
99  Clergymen
25 Lawyers
42  Doctors
591 Nerchants
1,78 ers
2,019 Yochenses
37,259 ZEnsaged in Fisheries

20,617  Seamen
91  Timber men

62 Yiners
2,353 Miscellaneous

146,536 Total population including
Labrador
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TABLE 2--Continued

1874

L4 Bishops
120 Clergymen
0 Lawyers

octors
* 589  Merchants, Traders
o Farmers
2,171  Mechanics and Eandicrafts
45,845 Enzaged in Fisheries
26,577 Seamen and Fishermen
53 Engaged in Lumbering
Miners
13,023 Miscellaneous

vy
161,37% Total population including
Labrador

1884

185 Clergymen
173 Teachers
41  Lawyers
59 Doctors

Traders
office or Shop

Fisheries
1,507 Enzaged in Lumbering
o2

Miners

3,330  Miscellaneous

197,335 Total population including
Iabrador




TABLE 2~

8,686
203,040

212

Continued

1891

Clergymen

Teachers

Lawyers

Doctors

Merchants, Trader:

Engaged in Ofﬁce or Shop
Wor!

Engaged in Government Service

Farmers

Fishermen and others who
cultivate land

Mechanics

Engaged in Fisheries

Ensaged in Luabering

pluyed in ‘actories or

o
Otherwise exployed

2l D ation including
Labrador



1901
4  Bishops
239 Clergmen
789  Teachers
35 Lawyers
8. Doctor
1,040 Nex‘cns.nts, Traders
2,353 msaged in Office or Shop
tor)
732 F.ngaged in Government Service
2,475 Farnmers
40j438  Fishermen and others who
cultivate land
3,111  Mechanics
62,674 Gngaged in Fisheries
10408  Ensaged in Lumbering
1, 576 Miners
Engaged in Factories or
Horkshops
11,639 Otherwise employed
220,249 Total population including
Labrador
ensus Revorts sfoundland and Labrador.

1857-1901

213

TABLE 2--Continued

(6 Vols.)
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TABLE 3
Newfoundland's Exports of Copper: 1856-1901%
Year Value Year Value
$ F]
856 0 1879 511,290
857 i &8 1880 wo,eho
858 275 1881 3»7,020
859 31 1250 1882 68,576
850 ,565 1883 256,72k
861 188 99,217
81 1,705 1885 102,420
152& 7,390 1886 247,520
1 10,650 1887 168,846
86 8,496 1888 816,286
866 10,206 1889 356,350
8 1890 226,792
8 1891 565,850
669 123,192 1892 690,008
870 167,232 1893 410,795
87 145102l 184k 236,235
572 156,560 1855 3521355
] 194355 169  LésiBik
871 121,248 189 410,953
875 370,666 189 401,33
876 1%,700 1899 291,87k
877 1,26%,04% 1900 617,015
878 786,106 1901 390,779

nals, 1857-1902, ippendices.

exports yere in Green Ore and Regulus; after
r Ingots exported until 1852 viten tae

smelting operations yere dlscontinued the exported product

¥as for the most part Green Ore and Aegulas.

@
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TABLE 4
Newfoundland's Exports og Igcn Pyrites and Iron Ore:
Iren Pyrites Iron Ore
Year Value Value
$ $
188 8,2
1585 gz,coo
1889 1000
1890 72,315
1891 57,9
1892 316,58k
189, 227;33‘!
189! 285,574
1899 161,450
1896 182,480
1897 155,925 44,110
1898 78,620 56,002
1899 168,210 1{7,370
1900 107,265 313,940
1501 855,55

2Newfoundland Journzls, 1888-1902, Appendices.
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TABLE 5

Newfoundland's Exports of Cod 0il and Cod Liver
0il--Refined and Unrefined: 1803-19012

Year Tons Price per ton
=
180; 2029 23 to 27
360 2529 21 v 23
1809 3703 21 v 22
1806
180; 3205 6 v 18
180! 2043} 18
1809 2600 2
1810 1306% 25
1811 3&75 22
1812 53% 21 " 26
181 1 % 32
181 4126 2 " 26
1815 42983 22 " 30
1816 3555% 16 " 18
181 3271 17.10 35
180 5607 5 3
i 0
1820 ?04875 118 " 24
1821 4276 18 24
1822 Eéilf PSS T
182 012 w18
182 3902 W™ on 18
1825 m o 22
1826 436k 16 " 25
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TABLE 5--Continued

Year Value Year Value
£ $
118,08; 187 Lok4,712
w2 0% 17 2503261
1855 1879 461,830
856 178,221 1880 577,350
% 167,668 1881 5163515
85! 1575072 1882 23,200
859 151,521 188 13725
860 148,796 188! 519,991
1861 107,710 1885 295,130
1862 120,172 1886 263; 3%
186 152,438 138 223,
186! 1607137 1881 220, 657
R 1889 248 1,605
1865 788,636 1890 2l3+; ,192
13866 3334000 1291 k2
186 5812180 1353 2031793
186 154700 189 215,38%
1869 794,025 139! 265,002
1870 618,625 1895 364,758
1871 548,350 1896 345,065
1872 646,060 159; 26%,790
1873 636,470 189! 200,18k
187 505,235 1899 271,977
1875 505,257 1900 310,113
1876 391,71% 1901 398,339

35t a“shics for 1803

‘32’ talken from the "Collsction of
€.0. 19%
Newto,

talen from the
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TABLE 6

Newfoundland's Exports of Pickled Salmon: 1803-1901%

Year Number of Tierces Value per Tierce
L = 5
709 0 s. to 50 s.
%ggﬁ 3610 40 s. " 70 s.
1805 1916 50 s. " 65 s.
06 2040
igw 3469 40 s. " 72s.
1808 3(2)72 63s. " 70s.
1809 6l
1810 4222 60s. " 80s.
811 269%
iBlZ 3831 60s. "
181 3761 60s. "
181 3k25 65s. "
1815 2752 60s. "
1816 2499 50 s, "
181 219k 60 s. "
181 1194 60s. "
1819 20(8)3 60s. "
1820 18 60s. "
1821 1916 60s. "
1822 2650 5 s. "
182 2257 0 s. "
182! 675, "
1825 3122 65s. "
1826 3204 60s. "
1827 2889} éos. v
1828 2330z 60s. "
1829 2795 60s. "
1830 5 50s. "
1831 3710 60 s %
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TABLE 6--Continued

Year Tierces Value of Salmon
Fi
bt :
1832 1847 6,264
8.
is%g 1408 13,310
1839 2922 11,692
1840 3396 12,939
lgtl 3642 12,302
2
brné 4058 12,216
184 3753 11,945
1845 3545 12)79%
1846 3201 Barrels 10,598
1847 917 " 97732
1848 3822 v 6,597
1849 So11 » 103515
Year Value Year Value
3 B
1850 9,20 1865 60,282
1851 12,024 1866 101,215
1852 1867 89,200
13;& 14,357 1525 921358
1869 107,792
1855 13,578 1870 81,850
1856 9,801 1871 1520
1857 151936 1872 16k0
1858 12,400 1873 121, 3250
1859 17,65; 1874 115 201
1860 18,82l 1875 110,818
1861 14,620 1876 0,k43Y
1862 12,601 ] Zu’age
1863 14,308 1878 71,8k
1864 9,320 1879 120,726
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TABLE 6-~Continued

Year Value Year Value
$ $

1880 56,900 1891 91,587
1881 77,675 1892

1882 77,952 189 55,984
188 108,790 189 248
188 3467 1895 68,295
1885 63,64 1896 57,003
886 63,080 1897 89,581
1667 733213 1898 613312
1888 93,210 1899 72,020
1889 81,786 1900 95,788
1890 110, 3% 1901 139,101

8statistics on tha 1504—’533 period {run the "Collecti

of .0, 16k Statistics, 18

of the lewfoundland Vonse OT ‘ssenb.r con.)only eferred to as
the X and 1850-1901 from the Newfoundland Journ 1ls,
i 1902, ippendices. - R
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TABLE 7
Newfoundland's Exports of Fur and Trout: 1850-1901%
Value of  Value of Value of Value of
Fur Trout | Year Fur Trout

£ = s s
2,160 1876 13,120 5,940
2,000 4o 187; 4100 W9
187! 9,780 2,818
2,489 80 | 1879 14,118 11,256
1880 11,200 4,280
1,026 339 1881 9,082 7,452
L, 0 236 1882 4817 15,624

1,430 12 | 188 17,436 4326
2,104 Bl 188 14,602 6,332
2,349 1,632 | 1885 12,696 1,128
2,821 1,500 | 1886 3522 3,678
3,886 58 1887 20,608 7,220
3,001 1,098 | 1888 18,030 71588
1,364 1,222 1859 31,965 12,360
919 1,458 | 1890 15,859 10,050

3 8

6,816 ,248 | 1801 27,400 3,880
15,933 4080 | 1892 8,000 17,597
1199 8,084 | 189 10,000 12,463
E,saé 7,776 189 9,200 72902
18,3%2 10,576 1895 16,280 12,5436
3971 36 1896 22,332 12,102
h,9§5 14,9 1897 12,39 9,1k
7,84 17,392 | 1898 24,387 1,632
8,080 5, 189 52,376 10,912
7,204 15,500 | 1900 4,037 L, 541

13,634 11,408 1901 49,842 5Ol

“Newfoundlond Journals,

851-1902, Appendices.
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TABLE 8
Newfoundland's Exports of Pickled Herring: 1836-1901%
Year Barrels Value Year Value
£ F4
836 1,534 955 851 18,261
% 1852 i
1838 15,726 10,728 18;& 31,706
1839 06 o) 18
1840 14,686 9,036 1855 19,79%
1841 10,156 6,361 1856 19,220
1842 1857 31,110
18“:3 1858 51,345
18! 13,410 6,66 18359 34,955
1845 20,903 11,23 1860 31,856
1846 12,119 6,876 1861 32,189
1847 9,907% 5, }GZZ 1862 17,242
1848 13,372 186 35,733
1849 11,471 53671 186! 30,217
1850 19,566 94779
Year Value Year Value
3 $
1865 161,427 1876 289,641.50
1866 181,550 1877 382,597
1867 181, 52 1878 256,830
1868 152 3265 1879 163,419
1869 166,896 1880 159,706
1870 188,868 1881 301,661
1871 151,023 1882 201,984
1872 ok,zzu 188 lesa »571
%233 5 5 ’+ 5 15%5 6, 8
2 5456k, 50 1 9 73
1875 294,5480.50 1886 100,950
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TABLE 8--Continued

Year Value Year Value
8 1253055 1895 110, 75'-*
5 .
186 232,947 1896 o) 665
1889 208453 1897 0398
1890 2 3847 1898 6 xka
891 201,058 1899 166,
18 212,678 1900 k6,
1892 181,09% 1901 169 251
189 197,551

Astatistics for 1836-1850 talen from the 3l
and those for 1851-1900 taken from the Hewfoundlan T
1851-1902, Appendices.
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TABLE 9
Newfoundland's Exgorts of Frozen Herring:
1880-19012
Year Value Year Value
1880 1,200 1891 21,539
18 1892
1882 13,760 189 146,883
188 10,430 1891 56,907
188! 19,176 1895 52,65:
1885 15,55 189 2,628
1886 11,5%0 189 52,216
e 3 ’73(5) 1% 28
99 9,51
1889 26,485 1900 o 82
1890 3l+,7oo 1901 62 5132

3Newfowndland Journals, 1881-1902, Appendices.
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TABLE 10
Newfoundland's Exports of Lobster: 1870-19012
Year Value Year Value
$ €
1870 100 1886 145,491
1871 150 1887 209,708
1872 680 1888 l385,077
1873 1,3% 1889 72, 52l
1874 5,190 1890 520,078
1875 14,472 1891 429,681
1876 29,020 1892 206,048
1877 82,115 189 265,522
1878 148,328 189 12,364
1879 116,880 1899 20,881
1880 124,997 18% 376,711
1881 118,541 1897 529,947
1882 79536 1898 619,519
1883 50,597 1899 565,362
188t 60,762 1900 141 ,20;
1885 82, 1901 448,501
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TABLE 11
Newfoundland's Exports of Seal Skins (Quantity):
1803-19002

Year Number Year Number
180 1838 375 5361
180‘3» 1839 37,501
1805 1813«0 631, 1385
1806 841 7 115
180 842
180! 811:3
1809 8 5 530
1810 845 352,202
1811 846 265,169
1812 Shg 14357831
181 Bl 521,60k
181 849 06,072
1815 250 0,828
1816 1851 511,630
181" 1852 Gess 'V
181 1 ;a 521,783
1819 1 cese
1820 1260 1855 293,038 |
1821 265,192 856 1
1822 368, 536 327 396 3
182 218,85 858 507, =
182 166,42 859 329,185
1825 284 9'#4 860 3w 202
1826 282,793 61 375,2
1827 371163 62 ek
. o

1 125,950 1
1830 536,757 65 24371
1831 601, 7k2‘ 1866 269,029
1832 1.69 o7a 1867 399,041
i B e

cons 69 3

1835 1875 32538
1836 384,321 1871 486,262
1837 sees 1872 231,20
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TABLE 11--Continued

Year Number Year Number
1873 449,727 1888 286,46k
187 392,228 1889 335,627
1875 370,679 1890 220,863
1876 41,292 1891 364,854
1373 31,373 1892 390,174
187 419,220 153(2 175,217
1879 457,855 18 28,060
1880 261,508 1895 302,958
1881 408,479 1896 297, 651
1882 178,812 1897 195 0lo
188 322,603 1898¢ 190,262
188 266,290 189¢ 276,879
1885 238,59 1900 203,858
1886 272,656 .

1887 230,355

®Figures fur the 1803-1833 period taken from the
"Cnllection of C,0, 19% Statistics"; 1836-1850 from the
I

ue and 1851-1500 from the Newfoun
Ropendices, 1852-1301.

brrom 1873 to 1897 there are occasional reports of a
seal skins beinz exported from Labrador. Because the numbers
are_ insignificant and incomplete they are excluded from this
table.

Carter 1897 exports of seal skins from Labrador are
included.
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TABLE 12
Newfoundland's Exports of Seal Skins (Value):

1836-1900%
Year Value Year Value

$

1836 1865 181,852
i i onn
1
1839 1868 63 63%
18%k0 1869 23‘* 958
1841 1870 265,189
1842 1871 1181262
18::& 1872 231, 2l
18 187& 472,213
1845 1871 509, 1887
1846 1875 481,882
1847 1876 1431679
843 157g 323,529
1849 187. 293,454
1850 1879 320,498
1851 1880 209,206
1852 1881 g 4631
18;& 1882 812
18! 188 322 603
1855 188! 319,54
1856 1885 214,736
1857 1886 272, 656
1858 1887 230
1859 1888
1860 1889 302, Ooh
1861 1890 220,863
1862 1891 élr 850
186 ‘»3, 73 1892 48, 1209
186 18,893 1893 116,156
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TABLE 12--Continued

Year Value Year Value

$ $
189% 22 4248 1898 129,840
1899 698 1899 136,563
189 3 1900 182,330
1897 117 y02!

See Footnote following Table 11 for comments

npplicable to this table.
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TABLE 13

Newfoundland's Exports of Seal 0il: 1807-1900%
Year Tons £ per Ton Year Tons Zper Ton
1807 329, 16 to 22 18 to 20
180 111 22 16 " 22%
1809 1209 17® 25
1810 eeee b 25
1811 20" 25
1812 1‘+55‘ 3k 30 16" 25
1813 1583F 28" 35 18 v 24
181k 1263z 28 " 37 20" 24
1815 1397 25" 36 21" 24
1816 1760 17" 25 2" 25
1817 431 20" 36 19 " 25
1818 1808+ 28 " 36 20" 27
1819 k253 26" 32
1820 2219 2" 30 e
1821 30043 18 " 25
Year Year Value

£

1836° 1851 - 208,524
18y 1852
1839 o #7375
18k0 1855 154,624
1841 1856 216,006
1842 185 265,131
i B e
1845 188 145,959
1846
m o nn
igtg 213 ZZ 156 6’5’
1859 103,259 186! 764,247
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TABLE 13--Continued

Year Value Year Value
3 51,574 188 662,253
1% 7251000 188 160, 0k
1365 787,627 1885 34,100
186! g72,61m 1886 257,112
1869 99,937 188’ 22 h97
1870 847,067 188 287,520
1 2,020 1889 317
%g;z 935 060 1890 aino
187, 01,710 1891 1k, 564
187 612,290 1892 397,575
1875 634,160 1893 203,98
-1876 636,990 1894 274,92l
187 782,112 1895 304,786
187 708,800 18% 228,734
1879 598,368 1897 245,250
1880 61'» 885 189u¢ 218,279
1881 759 030 1899 252,036
1882 109,324 1900 133,605

igures for 1807-1833 talken from the "Collection of
c.0, 1ol+ Statisties", those for 1836-1€50 taken fron the
Blue Books, and_thosé for 1851-1900 taken from the Lewfoundlend
Journals, 1852-1501, Appendices.

Drhe fizures 1isted for the permd of 1836-1849
include the value of all oil exports

CPrior to 1898 the few occasional statistics for
Labrador are not included here. From 1898 to 1900 Labrader
figures are included.
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TABLE 14

Newfoundland's Exports of Dried Cod (Quintals):
1803-1901%

Year Quintals Year Quintals
180, 582,849 1838 724,575
18 559,442 1830 865,377
1805 625,519 915,795
1806 772,809 1841 1,009,725
1807 674,610 1842 13007,980
18 575,132 18 936 202
1809 810,219 18 852,162
1810 881,171 1845 1,000,233
1811 923,540 1846 879,015
1812 711,056 1847 837,973
181 912,163 | X 920,355
181! 947,811 1849 1,175,167
1815 4182,661 1850 & 089,182
1816 1,046,626 18951 1 017,67k
181 935,636 1852 973,

181 51,818 1 z_a 922,718
1819 08,250 1 774

1820 87‘4 606 1855 1 107,358
1821 963,892 1856 L 268,334
1822 421 28) 1857 )
182 858 1813 1858

182l 963, 5"2 1859

1825 892,36 1860

1826 g?h HOLY 1861

1827 76,782 1862

1828 934,232 186,

1829 928, j618 186

1830 06,119 1865

1831 726,881 1846

1832 97,382 1867

1835 67,187 1868 688 053
183 674,928 1869 s7‘+ 105
1835 712,588 1870 970,176
1836 860,354 1871 957,468
1837 ceeee 1872 816,43
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Table 1%--Continued

Year Quintals Year Quintals
187 1,316,785 1888 1,175,720
1871 1,595,827 1889 11076 57
1875 1,133)156 1890 0440,
1876 1,068,471 1891 1,200,834
1877 1,034,101 1892

1878 1,0&5 1013 189 1,160,335
1879 1,387,770 189 1,107,895
1880 1,383,531 1895 1 312 608
1881 1,535,573 1896 136,083
1882 1;391,102 1897 1:135,81’7
i bhw | 5 b
1885 1328k3710 1900 1300,
1886 1,34%,180 1901 1,233,107
1887 15 380’02» e

igures for 1803-1833 taken from the "Collection of
c.o. 191+ Statistics"; 1636-1850, Blue 3oois; and 1851-1901,
Newfoundland Journals, 1852-1902, Appendices. For information
missing fron the above the writer used the Tavle in the
» Appendix, 323-2&. A11 figures
ole number.

Tounded to the nearest wh
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TABLE 15

Prices of Newfoundland Dried Cod:
1801-18332

Year Price
(Shillings and Pence)

1801 ks to

1802 i

180 .

1805 "

1806 n

1807 8 .6 L]

1808- 9 »

1809~ 9.6 )

1810 8 "

1811 1.6 o 22
1812- n " 22 .6
1813 24 232
1814 1 .6 8. 12%:46
1815~ LY n 21
1816 5 34
181" 14 L,
1811 10 .17,
1819 9, 3 A7
1820- 9 LI 4
1821 8 "ok
1822 3 " 10 .6
182 6 u. 13
182%- 7 " 13
1825 7 % 12
1826 8 1 12
182 8 " 2.6
182! 7 " 12,6
1829 7 6 " 13
1830 8 v 12
1831 8 "o12
1832 8 hll? - |
1833 v "o12

#agollection of C.0. 19% Statistics."
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TABLE 16 ~

Total Value of liewfoundland's EZxports of Seal
Products: 1850-19013

Year Value Year Value
£ v
1850 259,648 1875 1,116,042
18! 285,120 1876 1,080,669
18% 187 1, 085 641
18%3; 187¢ 1 002, 305k
18! 1879 918 1866
1855 1880 824,091
1856 287,392 1881 1,126,661
1857 364,348 1882 58 ,1 36
1858 289,9#3 188 98‘+ 856
1859 224,577 188l 31952
1860 197,5% 1885
1861 230,045 1886 529,755
1862 176,557 138 58,852
186 229, J6 188 573,961
186 95,140 1889 675,381
" 1890 556,968
1865 933,426 1891 780,807
1866 ,09,771 1892 865,75k
1867 1 10:.,860 1833 221,9!
1868 33 c\+1 18 503,852
1869 1 23‘? 95 1895 685,216
1870  1;112)25% 1896 602,529
1871 1,458,262 189g 3 167
1872 816,304 189 2119
187 1,273,923 1899 388 599
1871 1,122,177 1900 595,935
1901 707,527
Apewfoundland Journals, 1851-1902, Appendices.
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TABLE 18

percentage of the Total Value of Newfoundland's Exports
consisting of 0il and Seal Skins: 1336-1900%

A11 011
Year Year Year
836 29 1841 1846 24
iﬁg . 1842 184 28
183 30 8y 184 30
1839 27 1841 1849 24
18%0 31 1845 1850 31
Cod 011 Seal Products
Year Percentage Percentage
1850 1 27
1851 n 30
1655 i 5
162 " o
1855 13 18
1856 13 21
1857 10 22
1858 12 22
1859 10 17
1860 12 16
1861 10 21
1862 10 15
186 12 19
186! 1 9
1865 1l 17
1866 10 16
1867 12 22
1868 1 24
1869 12 20
1870 10 18
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TABLE 18--Continued

Cod 0il Seal Products
Year Percentage Percentage
1871 9 2
1872 11 1
i : i
1875 [ 17
1876 3 16
1877 6 16
1878 L 18
1879 8 16
1880 10 15
1881 7 15
1882 7 8
1883 6 1
188k 8 12
1885 6 12
1886 5 o i
1887 L 9
1888 e 9
1889 1
1890 4 9
1891 3 1
1892 15
" : :
9
1895 é pi
1896 5 9
. : /
1899 3 6
1900 i 7

®Rounded off at the nearest whole number.



TABLE 19
Harbour Grace Sealing Fleet: 1867-1900%

Supplied by

Year  No. Total Ridley Punton
of Total  Average  of Average .J.8.
ships Tonnage Tonnage Crews  Grew Sons Munn Donnelly
1867 50 5,923 19 2,504 50 21 20 7
1868 58 5,743 99 2,407 L2 21 2
1869 2 5,7h2 110 2,574 50 1% 3 0
1870 53 5,96 113 2,825 53 13 28 2
1871 52 6,292 121 2,930 56 13 28 9
i i3 5345 127 21742 e 12 23 6
1673 35 4,385 125 2,401 69 8 20 Y
187kb 20 z,géa 138 e 17 3
21 2;669 137 b bL] 2
1876 19 2,740 144 1,63 86 3
1877 18 2,840 147 1,h1§ 79 1
1878 17 2,814 166 1,655 97 17
1879 12 2,085 174 1,374 115 12
1880¢ 17 2,458 145 1,515 8y 15
1881 11 1,88Y% 11 1,185 108 10
1882 13 2,308 178 1,520 117 12
186P 10 1,884 188 1,305 131 10
138% 1,166 167
161 5 e 189 585 117 5

6€e



TABLE 19--(iontinued

Supplied by

Year  No. Total Ridley Punton
o Total  Average  of hverage & & W.J.8,
Ships Tonnage Tonnage Crews  Crew Sons Munn Donnelly
1886 3 552 251 975 192 3
1887 3 26 275 600 200 2 Paterson & Foster:1l
1888 3 826 275 590 197 2 o L
1889 3 826 275 630 210 3
1890 3 827 276 600 200 3
1891 3 826 275 620 207 3
1802 3 826 275 630 210 3
1893 2 581 291 516 258 2
189% i 230 20 180 I
18954 4 1,113 278 e5 221 4
1896
1897
1898 1 51 17
1899
1900 5

@nBook of Coasting and Fishing Ships Clearing from Harbour Grace 1866-1918".

PRidley and Son declared insolvency. Punton and Munn was dissolved and John Munn
and Company replaced them.

©Also 2 small ships sent by Rose; and Paterson & Foster.
d5ealing operations under the control of the Trustees of John Munn and Company.

oHhe



TABLE 20
Newfoundland's Population by Districts: 1789-1845

District 1789% 1804° 1815° 1828% 1836° 18457
C i Ba; 636 127 11 17,859 23,115 28,026

i'.wzpu"" v 36 535 3 1568 i 55198
B u.

Forryiana 1,177 1, 3% 1 7u5 17976 Jsan 14,370
Placentia %9 779 2,802 i o
St. Mary's + 01
Tropassey 386 }398 020 847 } s 7 473
Burin 486 470 1,426 2,120 3,140 4,358
BLeLiavzense to 591 1,188 2,000 2,808 2,129 5,100
Trinity Bay 1,525 3,511 5,153 6,802 8,801
Bonavista Bay 1 "35 2,019 i27 4,671 5 183 745227
oo i Tngate 1,010 833 1,529 3,547 4,886 6,7
Others 2,000

Total 19,126 20,500 40,072 60,088 74,993 96,295

p. 26%, Vice Admiral ¥ilbank's Report on Newfoundland for year
endmo Dctober io 168

C.0. 19%4: hs, 17-47, Governor Gower's Report on Newfoundland for year ending
October 10, 1804.

©¢.0. 19%: 56, 105-11%, Governor R.G. Keats' Report on Newfoundland for year
ending October 10, 1815
dj N

nd_Journal, 1833, Appendix, p. 6k, The"Collection of C.0. Statistics"
reports that the population for 1828 was 59,101 and that for 1830 was 60088.
ePopulation Returns of Mewfoundland, St. John's, 1836.

1665-1871, (Ottawa: I.B. Taylor, 1876), p. 160

Teensuses of Canada:

™e



TABLE 21

Newfoundland's Population by Districts: 1857-1901%

District 1857 1869 1874 1884 1891 1901
St. John's East 17,352 17,204 17,811 22,183 20,776 21,511
St. John's West 13,124 11,646 12,76& 13,962 15,251 18,483
Harbour lain 5’?’56 6,542 7,17 1939 9,189 9,492
Port de Grave 6,18 2536 7,919 8,698 7,986 7,445
Harbour Grace 10,067 12,750 13,059 14,727 13,881 12,671
Carbonear 9,23 1633 5,488 6,206 5,765 5,024
Bay de Verde 422 7,057 7,434 8,403 g, 08 9,929
Trinity Bay 10,726 13,817 15,67% 19,005 18,872 20,695
Bonavista Bay »850 11,560 13,00¢ 16,1486 17,849 20,538
Twillingate 9,717 13,067 15,135 14,058 16,780 18,843
Fogo 328 6,700 3,569
St. Barbeb Included in St. George 6,500 6,690 y126
Ferryland 5,228 5,991 6,419 6,472 5,853 5,697
Placentia and

st. lary's 8,334 8,79% 9,857 11,789 12,801 15,206
urin 5,529 6,731 7,638 8,502 9,059 10,402
Fortune Bay 3,503 5,233 5,788 6,917 7,671 176
Burgeo and
GEl pmomm o opm oem om g
t. George 7. 0
Labrador 1:250 2579 2416 a’,zu 47106 3,630

Total 124,228 146,536  161,37% 197,335 202,040 220,249

ACensus Returns.

(See Bibliography).

bRoterred to as the French Shore prior to 1884.

ehe



TABLE 22
Newfoundland Wages per Year or Season: 180%-1818

18042 18140 1815¢ 18162 1817° 18187
& £ £ £ E4 Z

St. John's
Boat Master 40 - 50 35 35
Midshipman 30 - ko 60 - 70 20 25
Toreshipman 30 - 40 60 - 70 16
Captain 0 - 35
laster of Voyage L0 - 50 55 Lo 40
Splitter 30 90 -1%0 52 31/10 30
salter 26 L5 25 20
Header 2k 33 18

Placentia
Boatmaster 30 - 4o 3¢ - 50 30 - zo 18 - 35 30 - ko
Midshipman 25 - 30 3¢ - Lo 28 - 17 = 23 20 - 28
Foreshipman 20 - 26 20-30 20-30 12-15 16-18
Captain 16 - 20 20-25 15-20 8§-12 12-15
ha.‘tf‘r ur Voyage 30 - 35
Split 32

30 -
S'*ltﬂr 25 - 28
Header 25 -

e



TABLE 22--Continued

180% 1814 1815 1816 1817 1818
7z A F F4 Z
Bonavista
Boatmaster 40 - 45 30 23 - 25
Midshipman 35 -4 25 1§ - 20
Foreshipman 30 - 35 22
Captain 25 - 30 22
lMaster of Voyage .
Splitter 23 - 25
salter LE
Header 1

194-45, p. \+7. Governor Gower's report for year ending October 10, 180%,
Submitted I‘arch 18, 1806.

Pedley liwfoundland, p. 28%. These were general prices for the Island. In the
winter of 1812-1013 prices were even higher.

€C.0. 19%-57, pp. 9-12. Admiral R.G. Keats' report to Earl Bathurst, Secretary
of State for the Colonies, for year ending October 10, 1815, dated April 9, 1816.

9c.0. 194-59, p. 27, Admiral Thomas Pickmore's report to Earl Bathurst for
year ending October 10, 1816, dated January 20, 1817.
C.0. 194-61, cmmndure Bowker's report to Earl Bathurst for year ending
Occohez- 10, 1817, datad r‘arch 5y U

o 194-61, g 158. Governor Hamtli;mg ﬁ report to Earl Bathurst for year
- ending Octnbu.r 10, 1818, dated December 24, 1818.

Hhe



TABLE 23

Prices of Goods in Newfoundland: 180%-18182
180k 1813 1815 1816 1817 1818
£ s.d. £s.d. £ 5.4, £5.d. £s.d. £s.4.
St. Jom's
Bread (Cwt) 20/ 70/-8%/ Lo/=45/ 32/-%0/
Flour (Barrel) M44/-50/ 120/-126/ 60/ 20/
Pork (Barrel) /10-5 9-10 4/17/6 5/9 5/10-6
Butter (1bs) 1/ 172 9 -1/ 1/-1/2
Placeatia
Bread 26/-28/ 42/ 22/ 48/ 36/
Flour 50/-95/ 70/ 3/ 100/ 70/
Pork 6/10-6/15 575 6 7
Butter /% 2/ 176 /% 1/8
" Conception Bay
Bread 20/-30/ 30/-%0/ Yo/-45/ 35/-50/ 0/-45/
Flour 46/-80/ 65/-70/ 65/ 75/-85/ 0/-70/
Pork 6/6-6/10 6/10 5-6 3 6/10
Butter /6 1/10 1/-1/6 1/%
Bonavista
Bread 35/, 30/ 48/ 5/
Flour 70/ 70/ 96/ 0/
Pork 7/7 5/ 6 7
Butter 2/-2/6. i

2711 references identical to those in the footnotes in Table 22.

e



TABLE 24

Imigrants to Newfoundland on British Fishing Ships: 1803-1833%

Fron From From

Year England Ireland Jersey Total
160, 1047 1642 43 2732
mo& i 40 636
1605 19imen, 5 women  507men, 76 women 4 783
1806

180’ 225 699 20 957
180! 7 43 110
1€09 157 173 32 362
1810

1811 145 1368 5 1518
1812 228 1043 13 2184
181 303 1842 5 2150
181 202 225% Yl 2800
1815 833 5638 [ 6735
1816 1112 2636 78 3826
1815 332 1 38 211
1814 353 w7 35

1819 705 642 3k 1381
1820 303 934 18 1255

9he



TABLE 24--Continued

From From

From
Year England Ireland Jersey Total
231 707 9 3'47
200 242 3l 73
185 291 1o 485
228 901 17 1246
247 1150 11 1408
250 1852 30 1632
224 90 28 k2
224 1423 29 1676
165 1218 29 1412
ES‘# 949 36 939
13 €03 26 1042

ngollection of C.0. 194 Statistics".

e



TABLE 25
Cod Fishing Seasons in Newfoundland and Labrador®

Mean date of  Mean date of Average
Latitude Locality arrival of close length of
Cod of Fishery Fishory

Newfoundland
.30 Conception Bay 1st June 20th Nov.
l+ <20 Bonavista Bay’ 1oth " loth "
18,30 Notre Dame Bay 20th " 10th "
Cape St. John to Par. Pt 20th " 1st » 143 days
%9.30 N‘hite Ba! 10th " 1st "
ape Tooge Farbour 10th " It
51.30 C;\pe Bauld to Cape Onion 20th " 20th Oct.

ghe

Southern Labrador

52-0 Chateau Bay 20th June 1st Oct.
Batteaux 12th " ¥
S4-30 Indian llarbour 15th " S 87 days

S5l Cape llarrison 18th "




TABLE 25--Continued

Mean date of  Mean dats of Average
length

Latitude Locality arrival of
Cod o Fishery  Fishery
Northern Labrador
55-9, Ml 20th July 1st Oct.
55-12 20th " "
55-27 nopedue 20th " L0
53-30 uble Island Harbour 22nd " "
5 Hasiksalik 28th " " 52 days
56-30 28th " f
57-30 28th "
58-30 llebron 15th Aug. 25th Sept. .
56-16 Lanpson 15th " 1 "

6ve

®lNewfoundland Journal, 1877, Appendix, pp. 738-39.



TABLE 26
Newfoundland Vessels on the North Shore and Labrador: 1803-18332

Year Number  Total Average Total Fusber Average Mumber Remarks
of Ships Tonnage Tonnage  of K f e
180 47 L1 43y 9
1608 99 43 716 7
1805 156 42 1,463 9
1806
1807 131 by 12
1208 9! 45 79% 8
1809 9 37 763 8
1810 ... scmme
1811 107 u8 17 7
1812 111 2 22
1013 116 8 1,221 11
181% 129 54 1,101
1815 106 57 1,053 10
1816 104 52 878 8
181 25 826 8
1681 15 55 95 6
1819 21 55 - 1,832 9
1820 263 53 2,838 11

ose



TABLE 26--Continued

Year Number  Total Average Total Number Average Number Remarks
of Ships Tonnage Tonmage  of Men of Nen &
1821 261 13,714 53 2,798 1n
1822 17hk 12, 72 2,15 12
182 237 12,770 b1 2,051 92
182! 251 13,556 5l 2,102 8
1825 204 10,974 5 1,694 8
1826 239 12,752 3 2,400 10
1827 302 13,062 3 2,490 8 North Shore & Labrador
1828 300 16,977 57 30 10 Labrador
1829d 243 14,483 60 2,864 12 Labrador
1830 286 14,296 50 2,048 (4 Coasting and Labrador
1831 ... o e
1832 27 16,432 60 3,171 12 Coasting and Labrador
1833 223 . o Iabrador

2ncollection of C.0. 19% Statistics".

Blo figures for Burin and Bonavista.

i
]



TABLE 27

Newfoundland and Labrador Fishing Grounds®

Northern Labrador Boat Fishery--Cape Harrison to
Mugford, 260 miles, averaging 20 miles deep
Hewtonadlond poat Fishery--French Shore--Cape
John via Cape Bauld to Cape Ray, 696 miles, by
3 liiles deep--Shore Boat FiShery..eeeesseossenss
south Shoes 6% Fentomnsiond Doat Fishery --Cape
ay to Cape Race, 573 lilles, 3 niles deep--Shore

Fisr‘my

East sl.ore of Tewtoundiand Boat Tishery

pe Bonavista miles deep»—shore
Fishory

Nerth Sore of Neufoundland Bost Fishery--Cape Bona
ista to Cape St. John, 225 miles, 3 miles deep--
Shors Fishery..

North Bast Shore of Newfoundland Doat Fishery--among
islands in Bonayista Day and Day of Notre Dame,
120 miles, 7 miles deeP.......

Area of British Newfoundland Boat Fishery.

Area of French Newfoundland Boat Fishery..

Total Area of Newfoundland Boat Fisheryseeeesecssesces

Area of Fishing
Grounds,
Square Miles
5200
2088
1719

882

675

840
19
2085

6204

252
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TABLE 28
Total Value of Newfoundland's Exports: 1836-1901%
Year Value Year Value
£ ) $

1836 850,334 186 6,096,77°

1837 908,705 7 8856%

1838 829,605 1871 6,292,285

13%9 901,385 1872 5,707,002
1850 83,961 1873 73700,799
1841 952,525 1874 7,336,039
1842 952,555 1875 61522:003
183 50,116 1876 63,562,090
18 82,905 157g 6,841,562
1845 939,436 1871 5,630,891
1846 759, 103 1879 19,918,924
18 1880 5,639,79

18k 1881 7,818,880
1849 1882 7,801 222
1855 1883 7405 u,/3u
1851 188} 6,567,135
1852 1885 1,726,608
183 1886 14,862,951
18 1887 5,176,730
1855 1888 6,582,013
1856 38,797 1889 6,122,985
1857 13351’171 189 6,099,685
1858 1,318,836 1891 7,437,158
1859 1 357 113 1892 5,651,111
1860 1893 5,651,111
1861 1,092,551 1894 5,811,169
1862 1,171,723 1895 8,219,901
186 1,233,353 1896 6,636,186

186 1,111,330 1897 4,925,729

$

1865 5,493,005 1898 5,226,933
1862 51645305 18 936,319
1867 53068,503 1900 8,627,575
1866 1,263,660 1901 8,359,978

Newfound

:n':ls

A those for )3—1001 from the
1.,: -1902, Appendices
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TABLE 29

Percentage of the Total Value of Newfoundland's
Exports consisting of Dried Cod: 1836-1900%

Year Percentage Year Percentage
1836 61 1866
183% . 1867 58
183 58 1868 56
1839 56 1869 77
18k0 59 1870 62
1841 64 1871 62
165 5 16 &
h& 55 1875 8l
1845 6k 1875 76
1846 67 1876 81
1 l]:g 61 1877 63
1 59 1878 75
1849 &7 1879 75
1850 55 1880 74
1851 z% 1881 80
1852 1882 1
1 gg u8 188 5
1 51 188 81
1855 60 1885 86
1856 59 1886 82
185 &1 1887 8
1850 & 66 7
1860 67 1890 Z’g
1861 61 1891 (33
1862 67 1892
1863 62 189& 7
186k 72 189!
1865 62 1895 63
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TABLE 29--Conti

Year Percentage Year Percentage
1896 65 1899 65

189 38 1900 6l

189 62

gures for the 1836-1850  period ers taken from
the "Collsction of C.0. 194 St: those for
the 1851-1900 period from the a-d Jours
1852-1901, Appendices.

1s,
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TABLE 30

Newfoundland's Per Capita Exports of Dried Cod
for selected Years between 1803 and 19012

Quintals Quintals
Year  Per Capita Year  Per Capita
180 30.6 1821 20,
1803 27.2 1822 19.
1809 28.9 1823 17
1807 26.8 1825 16
1808 23.4 1827 16
1809 32.2 1828 15,
1811 355 1830 15
1812 23.1 1836 1n
181 27. E 1845 1
181! 26. 1857 1
1815 29.2 1869 6
1815 25 1874 9
1817 21.6 1884 7
1818 18.% 1891 6
1819 19.8 1901 5.
1820 20.6

he writer selected only those years for which the
total d.!'y cod exports and the total population are lmown.




TABLE 31

Newfoundland's Exports of Dried Cod to the

Major Markets (Quintals): 1857-1900%
British

Year Spain Portugal Italy West Indies Brazil Total
1857 266,775 206,076 144,754 115 997 368,205 1,392,322
1858 120,127 1493603 543043 g 1 3941092 1,038,089
1859 239,552 113,323 56,902 & 358,568 1,105,79
1860 95},1¢06 204,285 45,008 132, 81»1 268,937 1,138,504
1861 262,092 182,125 51 L2 123,91 232,219~ 1,021,720
1862 271»,737 267,806 556 95191 z%aZkog 3080,069
186 309, 7ho 136,956 37,1 8 75,32 163,528 ’8111777
186% 2427 182,3% E 70 97,908 154,518 8k9,339
1865 173, 71‘+ 201,559 142 67 287 178,462 801,339
1866 162,940 165,795 25,782 83,105 1l+9 749 14 690
167 I 198,290 19,550 102}493 12052 14
856 15012 150,316 257104 100,799 8 26 688 %
1869 170, 1628 206,027 éﬂ,%a 83,570 201 212 ~ B‘7‘r 10¢
1670 211,202 167,569 62,146 85,5461 2lg,k25 930,204
1871 218,064 191,545 65,511 77,978 255,708 9:7 488
1872 185,551 312103 1525k 921366 5041592 67843
1673 2%7,710 197,045 2,968 81,159 266,577 999 1637
1874 259,06k 25%,656 70,202 105,579 326,969 1,269)320
1875 139,031 208,405 18,01k 82,717 275,482 '888,589

8s¢



TABLE 31--Continued

British
Year Spain Portugal Italy West Indies Brazil Total
1876 161,98; 150,82 9k 63,791 228,470 757,218
7 miaug 150, 1958 23,716 75,417 292)129 760311146
187, 77,916 150,026 39,383 37,459 268,455 6 ‘*,3
1879 157,92 182,967 50,242 66,821 362,429 9% ,33
1880 109,: 1856 170,872 46,179 82 Bh7 395,04+ 985,134
1881 139,882 236,617 6,190 96,395 471,244 1,173,510
1832 gé 43 2 3625033 501530 67;336 312,078 1,027,289
mome me oo Ga o Lo
1865 92336 36208% 07851 821685 LR I 1)
1886 115,630 370,257 36,049 102,829 294,267 1,088,004
1887 1,9,536 215,515 28,400 82)) ,033 315,150 913,11+5
1888 123,572 260,520 25,422 777539 276,058 3)3,537
1889 87,736 267,231 15,622 112,392 262,501 57k
1890 65 574 208,474 16 850 107,173 218 833 29%
1891 0,660 39,77 101,38, 250,663 9‘+7 575
1892 6,695 581588 35,39 iz 255,347 95,549
189 70,841 190 903 27,575 71, 85 352,160 900, 7%
1891 29,548 1’37,335 20,121 73s 356,929 é‘?ﬂ
1895 5l 247,099 43, y73k 93, 575 342, 1692 ,026 36
1896 60,424 352,214 40,374 112 338,193 1,150,297
1897 20 396 298,501 29,73 03 321,910 950 573

314



TABLE 31~

ontinued

British
Year Spain Portugal Italy West Indies Brazil Total
e e 235,30 16,838 107,250 402,724 951,03
1899b ,793 211,991 38, 726 10'),&89 464,531 1,226 336
1900 67,380 226,366 24,114 68,166 |+58 240 1,300,622

Labrador's Exports of Dried Cod: 1891-1898°

United

Year  Spain Portugal  Italy Gibraltar  Kingdom Total
1891 114,056 104,985 7,500 53,398 297,259
e delben o 77,188 41,952 59,53 259,591
1

1095 1»9:750 2800 227657 803212 Thi ,wg 2093337
1895 36,708 5,350 75,901 95,654 497126 2657972
1895 32,592 5,350 89,936 88,562 49,126 285,786
159 ° 155,24
1696 26,926 61,843 38,047 51,390 191,306

foundland Journals, 1858-1901, Appendices. The amount exported from Hew-
fuundlund i1 Labrador to the smaller 1Asighificant markets are not included in
this Table.
PIn the figures for 1899 and 1900 it appears likely that the Labrador cod
exports are included.
COnly those Labrador cod exports yhich can be differentiated by markets are
included in this Table. Therefore the totals listed under Nlewfoundland exports do
not include, with the possible exception of 1899 and 1900, the exports from Labrador.



TABLE 32

Newfoundland's Exports of Dried Cod to the

Major Markets (Value): 1857-19002
British
Year Spain Portugal Italy West Indies Brazil
£ S £ £ £
185, 193, 411 149,405 86,852 77,348 22,1;
1851 33486 102,852 7,15 53572 il
1859 179,661« 8k,992 2,25 70,280 340,840
1860 19%,55% 153,214 33,755 79,705 228,596
1861 170,316 118,381 }3,%25 60,155 174,144
1362 206, 053 200, 55 0, 574 62,31 152 ,550
186, 301,9° 133,532 29,710 56,508 1?&,528
186! 242 7u5 182 390 3 ,22% 73,431 518
3

1865 9815 713 707, 015 100, 9'+7 235,50k 802?629
866 1,006,170 911,892 141,801 332,20 823,619
1867 626,172 793,176 58,550 281,746 685,821
1863 5?’5,%8 526,106 88,142 302,397 393, 70’&
1869 682,512 824,108 275,792 292,k95 905
1870 £l 888 70,356 248,584 302,613 1,122)413
1871 875,456 766,180 262,044 272,923 1,150,686
1872 7112,2014 92l 1408 125,016 323, 3281 1,108,31»
1{!73 1,01»0,862 4685 259,709 1,172,940
157 1,139,881 1,120, 1v56 266,768 369, S’E 1,373,:70
187 667,349 937 216} 063 330,86t 1,322,313

192



TABLE 32--Continued

British
Year Spain Portugal Italy West Indies Brazil
2 ) $ 3

1876 874,708 859,725 291,314 280,680 1,256,585
1877 9,940 751,140 78,891 241,334 1,460,645
Bh o e g e mm nes
8 0 3 0
1860 e 649)31i 120,065 215702 1R
1881 629,469 1 183,085 202, 9Bl+ 308,464 2,120,598
1982 782,498 g 2775 339,48 269,94 1,560,390
188 635,312 13594,135 219,949 255,033 1180,376
168 508,713 13434, 690 147,011 230,771 1 57,,373
1885 295,475 1,231,086 124,517 198,876 363
1866 361,579 1,221,848 100,9. 205,658 1,029,935
£8 5721160 261728 3% 2441700 124451651
188 556,521 1,198,392 96,601 263,29% 1,325,000
1889 388,01 1,202,539 65,612 382,132 1,302,004
1890 262,296 58,980 50,562 385,823 90i+,748
1891 398,904 1,091,819 115,114 344,701 1,102,785
1892 2863003 952 3556 1065182 279,528 ’919 :Zu
159& 2110,859 9L ,331f 93,799 21%,155 1, l.os 640
189! 103,411 gh') 60,363 221,091 1 213,559
1895 144,173 131, }202 2&3 295 1, 096 A1l
1896 205,441 232 "1'9 121,122 29 1,082,217
1897 Sies  VES, 70,735 1%:8% 835,966

292



TABLE 32--Continued

British

Year Spain Portugal Italy West Indies Brazil

3 3
1898 68,717 753,178 2005 257,400 1,288,717
18995 87,753 3,929 139 1847 380,503 1)912)868
1900 291, 0140 1,009,007 112,520 289, 1180 2,058,586

Labrador's Exports of Dried Cod (Value): 1891-1898

United

Year Spain Portugal Italy Gibraltar Kingdom

% & p -
1891 315,357 N 293,958 2, 143,51
1892 No records No reccrds No records No records
189& 148,375 29 022 216,126 7,46 6,469:
139 A 139, 00 a 224, 504 116,138
1095 423 12 305 19721599 2221373 112}9%0
1596 961 4258 19 3,052 203 693 12,990
189 9,040 34,668 g 71,862
189 56,5145 1”9,(‘70 98 107, 919

Apewfoundland Journals, 1858-1901, Appendices.

bIn the figures for 1899 and 1900 it seems that Labrador fish is included.

€92
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TABLE 33
Newfoundland's Zxports of Dried Cod
(Value): 1836-19012
Year Value Year Value
& $

1836 517,457 1865 3,390,491
183y 1866 3,654,455
183 584,849 1867 2,956,195
1839 1508,157. 1868 2,378,655
1850 576,245 1869 3,500,951
1841 605,014 1870 3,892,528
1882 sl 1871 3,918,817
183 g2idh 1872 i3
18 1,680 1873 53112,875
1845 596,990 1871 6,195,774
1846 ok, 008 1875 4,863,938
1847 9,9k0 1876 5,323)527
1848 497,92k 1877 4,319,583
1849 558,726 1875 4,203,661
1850 532,969 1879 4,415,056
1851 493,014 1880 L,147,18Y%
182 ugglm ey oo
185; 561,100 1882 6,316,755
18 517,818 188 54,797,099
1855 680,283 1884 5,286,148
1856 789,124 1885 3,936,600
1897 1,006,129 1886 ai‘,’ﬁ‘f:?w
1858 765,101 1887 1299,933
1859 89k,966 1888 4,938,048
1860 846,338 1889 4,542,777
1861 668,263 1890 886,898
186 787,821 1891 183,525
186 761,275 1892 aeeiseees
186 795,160 1893 1,328,499
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TABLE 33--Continued

Year Value Year Value
$
1894 0! 8 1898 230,928
1893 3’% 2 2335 189 ’AE«EZ
189 ,297,699 1900 5,453, 538
1897 2,824,242 1901 5,x71 910

‘Figures for 1836-1850 were talken from the Blu
Books and those for 1851-1901 from the ’Ie‘rfcundla:‘d

Journals, 1852-1902, Appendices.




TABLE 3%
Harbour Grace - Labrador Fishing Fleet: 1866-1900%

Total Average. Total Average  Passengers

Year Number Tonnage Tonnage Crew Crew
1866P 82 635669 81 48
186 20 7,681 85 39
M F o o i
1670 76 82006 0 P
1871 67 201 78 9
1872 56 178 75 3
13’75> L9 3,285 67 32
187! 95 3,635 66 .
1875 52 3,322 64 P

] 5 353 & i

7

178 51 51161 69 30
1879 58 1868 67 b
1880 65 1329 67 15
1881 71 4,671 66 24
1882 71 4,817 68 10
1683 [ 4,330 68 10
186k L 2,799 jan 9
1885 58 3,773 65 . I

992



TABLE 3%--Continued

Total Averags Total Average
Year Number Tonnage Tonnaga Crew Crew Passengers
1886 47 3,522 75

1887 5 3,30 73

888 45| | e Gegnn =

188 61 3,850 63

£90 36 2,066 57 “

1% 5 357 5 s i 1,5
1892

1593 9 2512 5 élo 9 12837
189! 80 4,521 57 661 8 2,103
1895 f3n 3,28k 51 51k 8 1,733
1896 50 2,846 57 368 v 1,302
1897 g5 243 oh 334 7 1,30
89 27 1,39 52 201 g 852
1899 33 1,668 51 251 962
1900 28 1,409 50 177 3 85t

8uBook of Coasting and Fishing Ships cleared from llarbour Grace'.

Phe figures for crew members during 1866-1879 include the number of passengers.
During certain years the number of crew members was not recorded for all ships, The
number of crews counted in 1866 was 62, 1868--73 crews, 1869--83 crews, 1871--65
crews, and 1873--48 crews. After 1879 the figures for crew members refer to men
o

L9z
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TABLE 35
Newfoundland and Labrador Zxzorts of
Dried Cod: 1E74-18972

Newfoundland Labrador

Year | Quintals Value Quintals  Value
$

1874 | 1,249,320 166 6l 46,507 1,029,125
160 |88 085088 bl 7% ’827,109
876 | 757,218 %,028,815 311,253 1, 29u ae
875 760, k6 3,"'51,557 2 7,655
o | el jeem | pOe “”%%E
80 | Ry 3589063 & 1397 61,521
1881 | . oee
1882 |1 Y
1883 | 1,163,934 725,,60
1885 |1)197,637 4,726,487
168 | es0nth 3Endh
886 | 1,082,004 3,431,987 256,176 512,352
88 013,145 7 1,57k 165,879 193,851
B D e 2 B

9,57 507,20 93 35,572
890 | 774,254 3,193,661 266,622 683,217
ggé 947,575 4,032,201 297,259 832,324
803 9007k 3,601,848 259,591 736,853
89l 898,359 3,117,195 209,337 586,143
895 | 1,026,636 3,219,229 285,972 657.735
1896 | 1,150,297 3,640,392 285, 7:35 657, .
1897 | T'950,573  2)513,7 155;2 §i0:08%

Aleufon
to 1874 end af

those from the Isl:md.

1s,

875-1898, Apoendices. Prior

Labrador exports were included with
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TABLE 36

Average price of Dried Cod exported from
Newfoundland and Labrador: 1850-19012

Year Newfoundland Labrador

Shillings Shillings
10

e e
oM Bt

FEEF Frovas,
booo O
PLRE8 2353

B b e
WWwEFN FEFFF FRWownE

oty Endy
E2d

o



270

TABLE 36--Continued

Year Newfoundland Labrador
$ £

8 P 3:8
188 4,06 2.91
188 3.9 2.79
1885 320 2.05
1886 3.7 2,00
1887 11 2.96
1888 4,38 3.50
1889 4,39 3.40
1890 412 2.60
1891 4,25 2.80
1892 ceee sese
189 4,00 2.80
189 346 2.80
1895 3.3 2.30
1896 3.16 2.30
1897 2.5 2.00
1896 2.82 for both
1899 2w

900 19 ®oom
1501 19 W n

1851-1902, &ppendices. The
rador _for years 1574, 75,

6, 87 had to be computed

the price of fewfound-

ve It worked out
2l r cod or ;1.16 per quintal
cheaper than Newfor



TABLE 37

Newfoundland's Exporters and Exports: 1865%
Places
Exporters Quintals Number  Tuns 0il
ki Pt zl;rcen garr:ls
Cod lins Seal Re- BRHOR eIl
& Cod  fined
‘hale Cod
Saint John's

Walter Grieve & Co. 184 12 68
Bowring Brothers 187 38 287
Baine Johnston & Co. 102 g i

& L. Tessier 101 9 65
Job Brothers & Co. 22k 32 Shé

& . 83 15 56
Ex'uo.nng & Lc. 12 oy -
lieBride & Co 96 6 86
Huir & Duder 36 1 187
Haryey Tucker & Co. 703 b 558
L. O'Brien & Co. 22 3 5
C.7. Ancell v . s
gtabb, Row & llolawood 5 o
Kenneth iicLea & Son: o 8
c Denneu: & Co. 26 v
fres ‘Ummas ve o
Ridley & Sons e 100
Punton & Munn P o
4. Shea . L1
Evans & Lelfessurier 1 218

Edward Meehan

T2



TABLE 37--Continued

Places

Sxporters guintals
rie

Number Tuns 01l
Seal

Tierces Barrels
Salmon Herring

Cod Skins seal
fined
ihale Cod
Saint John's (continued)
A, Goodridge & Sons 2,122, . 13 7
Edward lhite Sesae. I3 = e
. Hutchins 1,050 . o
M.H. darren & Co. 3,197 . o
L\mt nley 1,106 . o
29 . 11
Son: 510 . 2
1178 Co. G2l 9
HoH. 6 .
A. Pear so
Sindry Shippers 20
Total 540,522 169,101 348
Twillingate
W. Cox & Co. 6,000 . .
Muir & Duder . o
Executors of J. Slade Co.2)115 367 8 .
Total 13,335 367 5 8 . e,

ele



TABLE 37--Continued

Places
Exporters Quintals Fumber  Tuns 011 Tierces Barrels
Dried on  Herring
Cod s Sgal e
Cod fined
\hale Cod
Fogo
Vm. Cox & Co. 4,648 6,467 95 63 . 63
Muir & Duder 2,200 N P o
Total 6,648 6,467 95 63 a5 63 Pt
Greenspond
Brocmnv & Co. 4,500 P . . .
Wm. Cox & Co. Y4y 1248 3,796 60 e o vo
Total ,7'48 3,796 60 . . o
Catalina
Ridley & Sons 10,700
Bowring Brothers 3,030
Total 13,730
Trinity
Brooking & Co. 13,222 . cenne
W. Grieve & Bremner h 2750 . .

Total

17,972

{774



TABLE 37--Continued

Total 6,100

Places
Exporters Quintals Number  Tuns 01l Tierces Barrels
Dried Seal Salmon Herring
Cod Siins Seal -
Cod fined
iihale Cod
Hants Harbour
Job Brothers & Co. 2,200
Total 2,200
Carbonear
John Rorke 7,039 oo
Ridley & Sons 3,703 Ly 4
Total 10,792 . W . 4
Harbour Grace
Ridley & Sons 71,546 290 142 2,460
mbon & Hunn 37,256 337 173 619
Donnelly 20 7 432
Aithoscocd Brog. 9 27 6 384
M., larren & Co. 1,573 . . o
Daniel Green  .IL.0 PO o . 72
Total 110,534 63,125 737 674 36 328 3,947
Ferryland
. W. Grieve & Co. 6,100

wle



TABLE 37--Continued

Places
Exporters Quintals lNumber  Tuns 01l Tierces Barrels
Dried eal Salmon Herring
Cod Skins Seal Re-
& Cod fined
imale Cod
St. Mary's
W. Grieve & Co. 2,626
Stabb, Row & Holmwood 2,000
Total k4,626
Placentia
Kenneth McLea & Sons 2,045
Total 2,045
Burin
R, Falls & Co. 13,303 we 31 554
Thomas Foley o= .s 100
Total 13,303 s s &% 31 654
St. Lawrence
James Dunn 630 ... . 4 . 8 21
Total 630 ceees . 4 . 8 21

sle



8¢
82

59646 12307,
o8 09 3 uvuney
sT03TRED

$00°9T
$00¢9T

ase waou

e5¢ sT9s89A g2 UT
saaddiyg AIpung

i ustTdug

Te30L
TUTUOATD ¥
AOTTTOIL UoUoTOy
£auoy
uATug 30394
530457
ROTPRT HOTSUQ
ueiton ydasop
wumy 2 uojung
0D P UOSUYOL BUTTH
09  9TTOUdTH
“0p  uwamely
u038g INOQITH

Jurazey
sTexTeg

)
poury »
pesd Teag supIs )
voureg Tees  perag
5002971 Tfo sung  Jequmy STEIUTND saag310dxg
sadeld

‘PonuTIvo0--LE FTAVI



TABLE 37--Continued

Places
Exporters Quintals Number  Tuns 011 Tierces Barrels
Drie Seal on  Herring
Cod Skins Seal Re-
& Cod fined
Whale Cod
Burgeo
Degroucy, Renouf & Co. 179 3 13 70
Joseph Small 400 Ve es 97 150
Nathan Crowell 290 . 5 150
Joseph Pippy e . 350
Total 869 3 18 Ao 317 500
Ia Poile and Rose Blanche .
Ridley & Sons 13,580 oo oo .ee 5
chiolle & Co. 1500 2 o 59 170
Degroucy,Renoug & Co. 12,302 e - 10 20
F.K. Cook devea ol we 200 25
Sundry Shippers ceeee e ee eee 280
Total 29,282 2 34 259 540
Channel
W. Pryon & Sons 6 10 . 365
John Poole i . 300
Josept e ok . 300
George es . oo . 61
Ridl .. . .
Sund e L 3 18
Total 6 11 . 1,170

Lz
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TABLE 37--Continued

Places
Exporters Quintals Number  funs 011 Tierces Barrels
rie ea!
Cod Skins  Beal Bes . OaiEem Hersing
% Cod  fined
vhale Cor
Places Totals
saint John's 540,522 169,101
Tyillingate 13,335 67
Fogo >, 18 6, 6Z
Greenspond 748 379
Catalina "
Trinity
t's larbour
Garbonear 103792
Harbour Grace 110,53k 63,125
Zorsyland District 6,100 S
st. liar,
Flacontia
Burin

St. Lawrence
Harbour Britan
English Harbour
Gaultois
Burgeo

6le
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TABLE 38
Job Brothers Fish Collections: 185%-18822

Year Shore Labrador Total
1854 38,731 16,070 54,801
1855 55,452 ~ 20, 3539 75 991
1856 55,391 18,160 73,551
857 57,388 16,590 7,478
1858 55,797 16,256 72,053
1859 1,763 19,017 63,780
1860 54,300 16,0 70,300
1861 58,500 25,000 83,500
1862 S 11,419 70,861
186 S748 16,827 65,575
186! 9,328 17,866 57,194
1865 58 26,718 70,776
1866 29,829 24,687 54,516
iggg 40,989 32,036 73,025
1869 14,854 7,517 77l
1870
1871 101,820 9,585 14,505
1872 80,104 3,935 1243039
187 8[3',392 42,016 125,408
187! 9723 l¢5,91+5 120,568
1875 ‘»5 375 43,523 88,799
1876 40,418 58,004 98,422
187, 37,120 51,722 88,842
187 3,168 72,437 2 605
1879 51,526 63212 114738
1880 54,980 66,682 121,662
1881 86,801 17,851 104,852
1682 53,646 ihes %1%

8Job Brothers and_Company Boon of Statistics in
Office Memorandun, Job Fanily Paper.



TABLE 39

The Shore, Labrador, and Bank Catch: 1890 and 19002
Shore Catch Labrador Catch Bank Catch

District 1890 1900 1890 1900 1890 1900
St. John's E. 10,707 27,799
St. Jomn's W. 7:85‘+ 21;205
Harbour Main 1,765 2,696
Port de Grave 1,555 2,457
Harbour Grace 1,506 3,30')
Carbonear 737 72
Day de Verde 23,38 7,571
Trinity Bay 25,042 75225

onavista Bay 39,309 69,451

1 21,398 44,837
Twillingate 26,777 575276
st. e 33,94 90,369
Ferryland 3,143 62,860
Flacentia and

St. liary's 72,561 126,938 20,900
Burin 28,330 68,520 45,318 70,155
Fortune Bay 39,018 35,031 ,760 20,720
Burge

La Poile 41,249 41,587 225 462 7,340
St. Georges 16,617 16,763 1,000 1,703 .
Labrador 113903 16,000

ACensus Returns, 1891 and 1901.

cge



TABLE %0
Imports of Dried Cod into Naples: 1886-18942
(Quintals)

Newfoundland
Year Shore fish Labrador Gaspe/ Norway France Total
21,400 34,200 1%,960 26,700 12,400 109,666
9,700 14,000 5,020 46,950 34,100 109,770
15,300 19,800 2,900 51,500 27,200 115,700
12,76 2325 6,828 36,926 27,69 102,542
14,262 11,5488 11,937 29,162 29,556 86,505
1690-91 7,491 20,440 13,222 31,050 5y O 97,753
1891-92 21,000 27,000 14,100 21,000 17,000 103,100
£92; 9& 12,300 19,500 12,627 40,900 23,000 108,327
1893-9! 600 14,558 13,383 32,766 21,642 82,949

€82

“statistics gathered from lrade Reports of Consuls by J.K. Hiller.
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TABLE 41

Norway's Exports of Dried Cod (Juintals):
1815-1865 and 1877-18692

Year Stockfish Klipfish Total
1815-181 155,032 29,143 184,175
Teso-ien 30988 86,520 290,51
1825-1829 309,721 11#,7%& 42l Lgl
1830-1€35 32,120 132,92 157,04
1836-1840 2 b, 241 201,016 495,257
1851-1645 243, 1839 165 232 1109,121
1846 313,301 232,771 6,072
1847 297,455 214,710 5121153
1845 2‘70,756 26k4,212 53k, 96!
1849 324,693 2343055 598,718
1850 301,067 23%,321 535, 1hes
1851 81,038 289,89k 670,932
%% ] 217,221 561,831
1853 293.56}» 262632 §56 106
185% 317,634 231,151

1855 292,401 398,542 690, 9h3
13?6 352; ?15 ég,lkﬁ ;Igl; z;gg
1857 305,505 2

1650 23305 3091506 592)555
1859 203,245 369,738 572,983
1860 259,995 370,880 630,855
1861 24k, 562 359,563 60k ,125
1662 2617586 331199 589,785
1863 237,583 322,100 559,683
186k 246,851 453,857 700,708
1865 332,398 1490, 3! 822,742
Year Total Year Total
1877 1,400,000 1883 836,093
1878 1,139,700 188% 1,030,220
1879 1,306,870 1885 1,084,040
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TABLE 41--Continued

Year Total Year Total
1880 4kl 206 1886 1,147,200
1881 l,zli, 99 188 X 193.700
1882 1,100,551 1881 1.257,0‘*0
1889 1,316,520

infornation for 1815-1865 was talken from the
Mfmmdl-ni Jour 1368, Appendix, pp. £66-67, Report
of Her Majesty's Consul-General at Christiana on
the Cod and Herring Fisheries of lorway, for the year
1866, These ﬂvu—ed have been converted from
quintals by writer. For the period, 16
average fdsy ports are glven for each five or six

ears. The figures for 1877-1889 were taten from C.0.
194:218, p. 362, A Minute by Anderson, Api 11 L,y 1°91,
by J.K. Hiller




TABLE 42
Imports of Dried Cod into Bilbao: 1882-18862

Year  Norway Iceland Nowfoundland  France Total
and Shor
Faroes ZLabrador
1882 269,747 90,33, 22,843 20,784 403,70
188 2103235 k;gla 11,631 85,147 353,191
168! 281,819 30,706 2,377 123,76 biij620
1885 284,019 0,706 2)37 123,718 W411620
1068 29 1,139 3,70 137,387 138,584

®Statistics gathered from Trade Reports of Consuls by J.K. filler.
The writer converted the original table from kilograms to quintals using
the conversion factor, 51 kilogram = 1 quintal.

982
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TABLE 43
Imports of Dried Cod into Alicante: 188%-1898%

Year Newfoundland Norway France
1884-85 84,800 15,000 “ovnes
1885-86 96,600 1,000 3,200
1856-53 87,000 27,000 10,000
1887-8: go,ooo 14,800 7,800
1888-89 4,800 13,800 7,800
1889 52,000 18,000 80,000
1890 61,000 27,000 10,000
1891 66,000 . oane

1892 80,800 15,400 1,800
1893 42,000 18,800 1,200
1B9g 27,000 5,000 8,000
189! 25,200 7,800 19,000

AStatistics gathered from Trade Reports of Consuls
by J.K, Hiller.




TABLE 44

Some Exports of Dried Cod by Munn, Baine Johnston,
and Bowring to-Various Markets: 1878-1889

John Munn ard Company®

Year Leghorn Genoa Naples England Lisbon and
Oporto
1878 73,572
1879 1i366 47,360
1882 10,909 ggi 20,831
188 48,851 kz,ags
188! 36,52 9, 060
188 37,334 14, 90! 30, 1817
1886 313',965 13,461 gg,gﬁ
188 20,79 7,160
1906 Jo15 021 23652 37,647
1689 4,100 13 1759 8,862 27,017
Continued
Year Malaga Alicante Valencia Zante Patras  lest Indies,
U.S.A.
Canada
1882 3,200 11,500 20,700 7,658 9,543
1 S R o i
18 2
1885 93100 E’,ooo 273400 14700 3‘,300 9;§7§

882



TABLE 4¥4--Continued

yogt Indies,
an

Year  Malsga  Alicante  Valencia Zante Patras  U.S.A.
Canada
1886 6,700 4,000 19,003 16,993 7,200 1,708
1387 23700 6,200 173200 1600 63981 1,734
1888 12,300 5,700 11067 14,125 10,797
1889 3,200 5,500 19,500 6,800 7,2
Baine Johnston and Company®
Year Mediterranean
1885 61,21
1% 31388
1888 i
1€89 30,155
Bowring Brothers®
Year Mediterranean
1885 24,164
1886 1h4) hnu
1887 7,850

682
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TABLE 45

Norway's Zxports of Dried Cod to the Various Markets
(Quintals): 1855, 1856, 1857, and 1865%

Market 1855 1856 1857
Sweden 85,780 96,860 88,800
Holland 74,400 72,560 58,160
Belgium 25,120 28,200 22,940
Mediterranean 91,520 1421640 10,980
pa. 374,040 362,860 452,480
Portugal 7,860 8,340

France 1,140 3,220

West Indies 15,680 10,800 12,760
Brazil 37,280 40,700 47,58
Russia 1,640 12,760 17,780
Market 1865

Stockfish Klipfish  Total

Great Britain and

Ireland 214 13,373
Gibraltar 18,980 18,980
Sweden 51,46 51,562
Russia 17,967 17,967
Finland 5,377 5,377
Prussia 1,357 1,357
Dennark 2,061 2,099
Holstein and iltona 1 11
Hamburg 7,367 14,906
Bremen 111 2,060
Hanover 20 20
Holland 48,81k 49,368
Belgium 16,684 16,730
Brazil 8,758 8,798
France 4,105 4,105

i 3,121 401,426 Lok, 547

Spain
Portugal ceee 19,853 19,853
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TABLE 45--Continued

Market, 1865

Stockfish Klipfish  Total
Italy 41,705 vesis 41,705
Austria 17,859 conss 17,849
Medi terranean 92,661 92,902
West Indies 38 36,766 5148
China 2,132 2,132

2The statistics fot 1855, 1856, and 1857 were talken
from the Nevfoundle .nd poendix, p. 3l. A
Extract from e -e. ‘ctx"’ Consul-General at
Christi n the Trade of Roreays for the years, 1855-
1857, These figures have been converted fron tons to
quintals by tne uriter. The statistics for 1665 were taken
the leufor 1 nd Jeurr:\‘, 1868, App 67-58, Report
3 Gonsul Jdenacal ab G i »...ana) on the
i rring Fisueries of Nomyay, for the year 185
t2om pounds to guintals by

These iz
the writer.
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TABLE 46

Prices per Quintal received for Newfoundland
Dried Cod in the Major Markets: 1856-1900%

British

Year Spain Portugal Italy Brazil West Indies

F4 £ P ]
1856 ... . e e
1857 14/6 14/6 73 3/
1858  13/9 13/9  13/9 v
1859 5/ 1%/ 1L/6 186/
e 1w B W i
1862 1%/ 15/ 15/ 13/
186 19/6 19/6 A 15/
186% 20/ 20/ 16/ 15/

$ S 8_ . $
1865 k.50 3.50 .50 +50
1866  5.50 5.50 5.50" 400
1867 .00 3.00 .00 2.75
1868 a.:vo 3.50 &, 00—~ 3.00
1869 00 k.00 4,50 3.5
1870  &.00 4,00 %50 3.50
1871 k.00 %.00 4,50 3.50
1872 L4.00 k.co k4. 50 3.50
157& L.20 3.60 kLo 3.2
187% kb0 e.eo k.20 3.50
1875  L4.80 .50 4.80 k.00
1876  5.40 5.40 5.50 k.ko
157g 5.00 3.20 5.00 3.20
187 k.90 3.20 L.80 3.30
1879 3.70 2.60 3.80 3.00
1880 3.50 2.60 3.60 2.60
1881 k.50 3.60 4.50 3.20
1882 4.70 k.20 5.00 k.00
188 4,00 3.60 k.co 3.00
188 3.80 3.20 k.20 2.60
1885 3.20 2.60 3.50 2,40




294

TABLE 46--Continued

British
Year Spain Portugal Italy Brazil West Indies

&3 %
a.sc 2.00

&0 3.00
4,80 340
%.80 340
.50 3.60
k.o 3.%0
i%.so 3.00

<00 3.00
3.k0 3.00
3.20 2.60
3.20 2.60
2.60 2.00
229 240

.12 3.88
.01 L

Labrador Fish (Prices)

to all markets

®Neufoundland Journals, 1858-1601, Appendices.

Pprices for 1899 and 1900 computed by dividing the
total value of fish exports by number of quintals.
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TABLE 47

Shipping in the Newfoundland-Spanish

Fish Trade: 1857-18792

Quintals in Quintals in
Year British Ships Spanish Ships
185 67,435 199,340
1895 0,751 891378
1859 9,015 180,537
1860 104,417 154,989
1861 127,78 134,305
1862 10Z;7l¢g 1%2:989
186 132,563 177,177
186! 103,871 138,897
1865 43,6224 130,091}
1866 70,512 112,428
186 2,714 98,829
186! 6,172 63,655
1869 127,548 437080
1870 171,250 39,972
1871 149,747 69,117
1872 d1kh 873
187 228,216 19,49k
1871 225,726 33,338
1875 111,925 27,105
1876 133,80 28,176
1877 9,1 2031490
1878

1879 8,1

@Newfoundland Journals, 1858-1880, Appendices.



TABLE 48
Newfoundland's Exports of Dried Cod to the

Major Markets:
(Quintal:

1803-18332
s)

Spain British
Year  Portugal  British  ilest British

& Ttaly Europe Indies America U.s. Brazil  Total
180; 81,519 102, 638 sk,zloe 3,082 31,362 582, ahs
180! 25,616 41,4 g 15,757 35,169 559 kb
1805 377, 293 65 979 81 Ju68 22,776 775 953 625, 519
1806 h 8,918 84,241 100,936 116,159
1807 262,366 130,*»00 103,1»18
1808~ 154 669 208,254 115,677
1809 6 292,068 133,359
1810 o 5 sy Wessess
1811 611,9no 139,561 152 184
812 'h 551 7,020 1,864
181 g 739 50,701 119 3§
181! 010 5,791 97,249 9k7,ﬂ11
1815 52,116 6,116 159,233 2,661
1816 770 693% 59 M 176,603 1,046, 626
181 661,559 9,746 150, 1827 9357
mome pm mn A
1019 06 560 26,9 7 08,2
18207 6"5'6L!+ 15016 13948k 71723 8741606

962
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TABLE 49

Imports of Dried Cod into Genoa,
Leghorn, and iaples: 18973

(Quintals)
Genoa Leghorn Naples

France 60,000 100,000 34,000
Norway 30,000 ) v
Iceland 0,000
Newfoundland
Labrador

spe
Other vees

Total 200,000 264,815 105,000

®Report of the Trade Commissioners, pp. 13, 14
d 16,
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TABLE 50

Newfoundland's Zxports of Dried Cod to llova
Scotia and Canada (Quintals): 1868-19002

Year Nova Scotia Canada
1858 141,468 2,500
1859 l+2 1 902
1860 35 2,120
1861 8,25

1862 gelaea

180 555

1865 3,566

1866 1,658

1867 6,063

1868 12,553

1869 15,528

1870 38,01k

1871 40,579

1872 28,1495

1873 323670

1874 37 083

1875 6,333

1876

18:

1678

1879

18800

1881

1882

188

188

1885

1886

188

186

1889 23709
1890 gt
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TABLE 50--Continued

Year Nova Scotia Canada
1891 102,443
1892 26,982
1893 71,173
189% 126,219
1895 109,292
1896 102,492
169 9,150
189! 6,526
1899 16,039
1900 4,286

2Heufoundland Journals, 1859-1901, Appendices.

ter 1880 exports to Nlova Scotia are included in
the statistics on exports to Canada.



TABLE 51

Newfoundland Vessels on the North Shore
and Labrador: 1812-1833%

Year Ports of Origin Employment
of Vessels
St. John's Conception . :Fogo- Trinity Others Total
Bay Twillingate ay Ships

1812 29 7 o 1 11 North Shore
26 3 o 5 116 " i
45 81 1 2 129 " "
36 70 ve . 106 " "
17 86 . 1 104 " i
24 87 . 1 110 A "
34 18 . 1 15 bt !
o1 162 . . 21! " "
&7 88 N i 253 " "
67 188 . 4 261 a »
8l 106 . 4 174 ) #
79 167 .. . 237 " 9
68 183 . . 251 " i
67 135 e . 204 L »
71 187 o 1 P 239 N i
65 18k 30 os 2 302 N. Shore & Labrador
68 178 30 i13 300  Iabrador

TOE
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TABLE 52

Total Value of Newfoundland Imports
and Exports: 1835-1901%

Year Inports Exports
o £
1835 671,374 765,97
1836 632,576 850,33
1837 769,295 06,705
B o@s B
10 785005 983,961
1841 800,423 952,525
e i 525 i
aih %701016 823905
1845 01,330 939,436
1846 802,247 59,103
18 84309 §3érse3
18 769,628 837,581
1849 g?o 1190 876,567
1850 67,316 975 770
1851 943,197 959,751
1852 7995 755 969,772
10% 912,095 1,170,503
18 96l 527 1,019,572
1855 1,152, {0 1,142,212
1856 1,271,604 38,797
185 1 1&3,»32 13 251’171
185 11721832 13318836
1859 1,323,288 1,357,113
1860 1,25%,128 1,271,712
1861 1,152,857 1,092,551
1862 1,007,082 1,171,723
186 1,077,272 1,233,353
186 1,067,062 1,111,330
865 5, g 6 54 2
2 299,60, 93,00
1664 2780E8 51400308
£67 5,551,008 5,068,603
1868 1,304,423 4,263,660
1669 5,204,152 6,095,700
1870 6,655,El9 6,230,276
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TABLE 52--Continued

Year Inports Exports
$ 3
1871 039,227 6,292,283
1872 1716,050 3707,002
it Rog] 753,630
1875 1058,372 PEERS
1876 205,907 6,562,090
1877 ;:gsg;szh 6,811,582
187 6,868,723 5,630,891
1879 7,261,002 5,918,924
1880 6,966,243 5,635,797
1881 863,708 7,818,880
1882 :35%:222 738013222
18 15 Rt
1885 1698500 - h7aa8
1886 5020,035 - 1,862,951
188 3397,408 5,176,730
188! 420,400 6,562,013
1889 4607,065 6,122,985«
1890 33684855 6,099,686 ~
1891 869,458 7,437,158
1892 101218774 5,651,111
189; 572,596 5,651,111+
189! 3,164,738 5,811,165
1895 5001,733 6,219,991
1896 1,986,861 6,638,187
1ng 39, a,’é\» 4,925,789
189 188,883 9,226,933
1899 3311, 240 6,936,315
1900 197,147 8,627,575
1901 4476,503 8,359,978

#B1u
1851-1902,

10 Books, 1835-1850; and

A

endices.

PRECIEN
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TABLE 53

Newfoundland Government Expenditures for
the Relief of Distress: 1855-19012

Money for Local

Percentage of Total

Year  Roads and Bridges  Government Zxpenditures
73

185" 08/ 5/ 6 3.2
1856 7,587/15/ 8 9.9
1857 10,000/ 0/ 0 10.2
1858 18,166/15/ 2 15.8
1859 17,217/14/ 6 1E.o
1860 13,329/ 3/ 7 17
1861 935/12/ é 2.8
1522 5,5 L / 5.0
1 16/1 o
186! LA /fi’ e
1865 us, 591 51 7.9
1866 83,132.3 15.6
1867 125,382.90 22.5
1868 153,095.05 25.9
1869 81 ,575.&9 16.1
1870 86,920, 59 .7
1871 95,60%,90 15.6
1872 mh 907,71 14,8
1873 1295023123 9
1874 95,897.37 1.5
1875 102,833.56 11.9
1876 105’ 629,00 12.5
1877 89,7 10.
1878 103,72%.21 11.2
1879 100,9%.31 1.k
1880 117,451.18 12.0
1881 107,611.77 1.6
1882 107,35%.18 9.1
188 11l "79‘2< 10.8
188k 1‘12, 82 8.5
18 1115,9‘0 87 9.5
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TABLE 53--Continued

Money for Local Percentage of Total
Year  Roads and Bridges  Govermment Expenditures
1886 252,180.66 6.9
1887 217,147.36 13.9
1888 116,879.%0 7.5
1889 148,963.86 7.8
1890 124,510.46 6.2
1891 122,383.69 6.7
1892 127,862.55 77
189 118,395.00 5.6
189! 125,535.50 5.6
1895 cereae wer
1896 8,940,67P .7
189 129,86%.92 7.0
189 152,433,321 6.5
e s 1
1901 180, k9. 3% 1
Year Poor Relief Percentaze of Total

Payments Government xpenditures
£
1859 14,64/ 0/ 3 149
1855 11,651/ 5/ 1 15.3
1857 11,730/ 0/ 0 12.0
1858 7,607/15/ 7 6.6
1859 9,861/ 2/ L 8.6
1860 10,592/ 5/ 6 n.7
1861 19,576/ 9/ 1 18.3
1862 26,757/ 2/ 8 26,9
1863 27,376/14/ Y 28,9
186k 15,589/19/ 9 15.6
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TABLE 53--Continued

Poor Relief Percentage of Total
Year Payments Government Expenditures
3

1865 105,683.75 18.0
1866 60,555. 5% 1.3
1867 6k4,560,50 11,
1868 79,797.63 13.5
1869 71,520.00 13.3
1870 69,736.62 1.
1871 70,290.00 1.4
1872 72,674.00 10.2
187 79,200.00 9.1
187! 81,902.13 9.8
1875 88,126.60 10.2
1876 90,169.11 10.7
1877 90,1116.00 10.5
187 98,360.00 10.6
1879 000,00 10.&
1880 102,164,148 10,/
1881 106,000,00 11.5
1882 108,638.00 9.5
188 116,258.47 1.0
188 119,051.73 7.1
1885 132,861.98 0.9
1886 143,300.00 9.6
1887 15i;ooo.co 99
1888 153,620. 2 9.
1889 159,260.75 8.l
1890 199,757.22 10.0
1891 217,867.70 1.9
1892 205,666.27 12.;,
189 218)303.55 10,5
189 246,655,457 11.0
1895
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TABLE 53--Continued

Poor Relief Percentage of Total
Year - Payments Government Expenditures
$
1896 146,474,13 10.8
189g N g.é
189! 198,855.8% o
1899 3511.89 1.2
1900 189,702.47 9.6
1901 207,307.63 10.2

®Newfoundland Journals, 1856-1902, Appendices. After
1895 June 30 became the end of the fiscal year instead of
December 30 as previously.

PIhis figure and the two that follow (1896 - 1893)
contain the full expenditure for all public works.
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TABLE 5%

Total liewfoundland Government Revenue
and Expenditure: 1835-1901

Year Revenue Expenditure
£ e

1835 6,202/ 5/6% 31,632/ 9/9%
163 % 1&7/13/l»~ 36,019/18/°8
%538 /0, 42, 18227 é

9 47,835 2,
1 et ETE TN
1841 56,686/12/ 2 ,757/17/ 8
1842
184 69 81712/ ¢ 5‘] 330/13/ 2
18ul 6‘4 846/ 9/ 6 66 379/ 3/ 6
1845 60 303/ 8/ 9 62,703/15/ 7
1846 76,760/17/10 o
1847 69,049/15/11 7
1848 59, 00/17/11 2
1849 5/ 5/ 1
1850 82 1652/ 0/ & 5
1851
i
182
1855
1856 76,275/13/ %
1857 98)065/19711
1858 1»1,12 3 115,005/ 17 8
18%9 133,717/15/ i 11,599/ 1/ 3
1860 133,608/ 1/ 7 90,728/17/ 2
1861 90,043/10/ 7 106,772/ 4/ 2
1862 116, 929/1"/ 1 99,366/ 8/11
1863 113,034/ 17 11 9h,731/12/ 3

186k 125,158/19 100,195/ 4/ 2
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TABLE 54%--Continued

" Year

Revenue Expenditure

1865 602, 1620 92 37
1866 721335045 53Z 22@'16
1867 630,825.79 597,053.82
1 28 gho,%k.ég ;gl gg% c;os
1869 9,581, 7! .9
1870 879,790, 5% B8
1871 8869 5 614,260.72
1 gz R gu 76.81
187 839,592 os 0L o
1871 B3‘+,988
1875 986 1»2% 63 861,646, 92
1876 983,530.51 Bl Ll Lo
1877 905,14:2,63 853 210.19
1878 1,019,033 & 925,075.57
1879 236,950.30 929,487,053
1880 955 111,53 982,232,149
1881 1,099,369.39 925,327, 7“‘
1882 1527%,736.31 1,140]736. 3
18 1,332,3%‘20 ) 057,%2 R

1 . 9.9
1885 18855308 Ey 21h§ 55 7o
1886 1,759,978.98 v 1,489,830.62
1887 2 oho,ooc 23.9 1,559,6& L7
1888 1,730,029.74. v,
1889 2 102,99; .03 8
1890 1,831,338, 3; S
1891 1,973,275.3% »
1892 186 112
189 ,85.1, iy 50— v -2,110,012.13
189% 1,661035.12- »  -2,236308.3%
1895 ceeseces
1896 1,56%,466.00 1,360,455.31
1897 13610,723.00 1,866,€1
1898 1,5%1,418.00 2,362,
1899 1,753,7,)‘\ 1,789,8
1900 2,242,057.c0 1,983,lk45. 1
1901 2,060,561.00 2,021,952
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MAP 3: Conception Bay and St.John's

Hr Grucef‘/ 'Upper Island Cove
Spaniards Bishops
Bay:! Cove St.John's

Bay Roberts§

Hr Main

Holyrood

s o s 10 miles
.




MAP 4: FOREIGN FISHING AREASY
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Iinformation taken from Thompson, "Thesis", p. 58.
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MAP 6: Labrador Coast
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APPENDIX III
BOUNTIES PAID TO SUPPORT THE FRENCH FISH3RY: 18511

Per man, for those outfitted for the fishery
on the Newfoundlend coast, St. Pierre and liquelon,
and the Grand Bank,

50 francs
for tha fishery in the Iceland seas,
without dr/ina fish s "
Per i the Grand Bank, without drying 30 ®
Per man, on the DoBGer Bank, without Arying 15 v
BOUNTIES ON EXPORTED FISH
per Metric Quintal
Dry codfish, of French catch, exported directly
fron the coast of Hewfoundland, St. pler
Niqualons o warehoused in Frasce and axported to
the French colonies or to transatlantic ports
having a Fren 20

'y codlish, not warehoused, exported fron
French ports 16 "
y codfish carried directly from fishing
regions to vorss of France; Portugal, and Spain,
or to other forelza ports in the diterranean, 6 "
Dry codfish carried directly to ports of France,
and thence to 3ardinia and Algeria, 12

1Inms, The Cod ¥ eries, p. 375.
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