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The Napoleonic and Anglo-American i-lars provided

the transitional period during which the ';lest of England ­

Newfo1L'1dland Cod Fishery' disappeared and the 'Hewfoundland

Cod Fishery' came into its own. {s these ~Iars concluded

the Island found itself in the enviable position of supplying

the total, \-,i th fe~, exceptions, world demand for dried cod.

At the sa":le time her economy was almost completely dependent

on the cod fishery with per capita exports at a high levelY

\buring the nineteenth century He\"rfoundland' s popu-

lation increased five-fold and dried cod continued to provid~

most of the economic base for the Island. Yet, in spite of

the fact that world demand increased steadily, NeI"rfoundland I s

exports of dried cod expanded very little resulting in a

rapid a.'1d steep decline in per capita exports as more and

more people had t? be supported by a non expanding cod

fiShery.V -

The causes for i:e~TfoundlandI s declining per capita

exports and for her declining share of the marl>:ets ca.'1 be

found by studying the ecor,omy in g::=eral and the cod fi3i1ery

in particular. An eX3r.lination of the total economy ra·.reals,

in the first place, that the cod fishery p::ovided the major
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