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ABSTRACT

This paper discusses the inherent diffic u l ties i n

de fining and lIIeasuring t he elde r abuse c ons t ru ct , de scribes

e x i s ting de f initions and me asurement t e c hniques , and proposes

an e ffec tive measure of at t i tude s t oward elder abu se.

This Is a pilot s t ud y i ntende d t o d eve l op a tool to

mea s ur e att itude s t owar d e lder abu se . I t is assumed t hat

the s e attitudes refl ect be l iefs a bout e ldo r abuse a s a soc ia l

proble m.

stones (1 994) fo und that 33\ of t h e var i an ce in s c ore s on

St ones ' El der Abus e Survey Tool (EAST) cou l d be ex plaine d by

a t tit lJdinal d ifference s between r esp cn e e-ree . Tho purpose of

the pre s e nt study was to produc e a quest ionnaire t h at c ou ld

mea su re t he s e d iffer e nces in at ti t ude t owa r d e lder ab us e . The

Elder Abuse At t i t ud e Tes t (EMT) was the resu lt . Th is study

is a n attempt to valida te the Elder Abu se Att i t ude Tes t and

determine s ome of i ts pr ope rti e s .

Two hundred a nd fi f t y seve n peo p le ag reed to co mplete a

qu e s tionnaire c onta i n i ng both t he EAAT and 31 additional items

that inve s tiga t e a t titudes and be l i e fs . The quest i onna i r e was

f ou nd to be b oth r eliab l e an d v a lid. We s ugg e s t fur t he r

s u rveys using the EAAT as a meas ur e of soci a l attit udes towa r d

elder abus e and po s sibly a reflect i on o f de s i red action i n

r e s earch , trea t ment a nd . prevention.
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INTRODUCTION

ELDER ABUSB AS A SOCIAL PROBLEM

vie....ed i n an h b torica l context, the qualit y of life

enjoyed by mos t i ndividuals in developed co untries suggest s

fa milial mistreatment is largely a phenomenon of the pa s t .

The term "famil l~l mi s t r e at me nt " encompas ses c hild. spousa l ,

a nd elder a bus e an d neglect, a nd defines the ab use r a s so meone

in a pos ition of trust wi t h the victim. Historica l repor ts

list atrocitie s of family abuse su ch as forced child a nd ad u l t

labour, sexua l abuse , phys ica l pun i s hmen t , a nd absolute

co ntrol o f child a nd spouse . Still , t he r e was a so c ial

co ns ensus that ab use should be dea l t with private lY within the

fa mily . Re cently , howe ver , f ami l y mi s treatment ha s l ost i ts

an on ymity a nd ha s be en deemed a s oc ial problem d e mand i ng s t a t e

i nt e rvent ion.

The firs t form al disclosure o f fa milial a bus e occurred i n

t he 1940 's when a group of Ameri can radiologis ts r eported

c ases of child r e n with i njuries that appea r ed t o be relat ed t o

c hildhood trau llla (Ca ffe y , 1946) . Late r . Kempe , Silve rma n .

St e e l e , Dro egemuelle r and Silver ( 1962 ) defined such cases a s

t be Battered Ch ild s ynd rome an d claimed that this t r auma was

deliberately inflicted by parents . The p r of e s sional co mmunity

became a lerted t o the issu e of ch ild ab use a nd began t o expos e

th i s mistr eatment as a soc i a l phen ome non . child abus e

continues t o be uncov ered, both wi t hin an d ou ts ide the family,
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