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ABSTRACT

This paper discusses the inherent difficulties in
defining and measuring the elder abuse construct, describes
existing definitions and measurement techniques, and proposes
an effective measure of attitudes toward elder abuse.

This is a pilot study intended to develop a tool to
measure attitudes toward elder abuse. It is assumed that
these attitudes reflect beliefs about elder abuse as a social
problem.

Stones (1994) found that 33% of the variance in scores on
Stones’ Elder Abuse Survey Tool (EAST) could be explained by

attitudinal dif its. The of

the present study was to produce a questionnaire that could
measure these differences in attitude toward elder zbuse. The
Elder Abuse Attitude Test (EAAT) was the result. This study
is an attempt to validate the Elder Abuse Attitude Test and
determine some of its properties.

Two hundred and fifty seven people agreed to complete a
questionnaire containing both the EAAT and 31 additional items
that investigate attitudes and beliefs. The questionnaire was
found to be both reliable and valid. We suggest further
surveys using the EAAT as a measure of social attitudes toward

elder abuse and possibly a reflection of desired action in

» and p: ion.
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INTRODUCTION
ELDER ABUSE AS A SBOCIAL PROBLEM

Viewed in an historical context, the quality of life
enjoyed by most individuals in developed countries suggests
familial mistreatment is largely a phenomenon of the past.
The term "familial mistreatment" encompasses child, spousal,
and elder abuse and neglect, and defines the abuser as someone
in a position of trust with.the victim. Historical reports
list atrocities of family abuse such as forced child and adult
labour, sexual abuse, physical punishment, and absolute
control of child and spouse. Still, there was a social
consensus that abuse should be dealt with privately within the
family. Recently, however, family mistreatment has lost its
anonymity and has been deemed a social problem demanding state
intervention.

The first formal disclosure of familial abuse occurred in
the 1940’s when a group of American radiologists reported
cases of children with injuries that appeared to be related to
childhood trauma (caffey, 1946). Later, Kempe, Silverman,
Steele, Droegemueller and Silver (1962) defined such cases as
the Battered Child Syndrome and claimed that this trauma was
deliberately inflicted by parents. The professional community
became alerted to the issue of child abuse and began to expose
this mistreatment as a social phenomenon. Child abuse
continues to be uncovered, both within and outside the family,
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