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ABSTRACT

, . " ,"

The ' clear+y"s-ta t ed goal of Edmund HUS,serl' s

t;ans'c~ndental ~he~omeno'logy ' was ;' 't o enebre ·Phi.loS ~PbY ~ for

t he fi'r~t : time, -to · ~~h i e~e· . a "rigorous~~' 's 'ci en~ifi c :

)ql~.w l~d~'e·" ·"{ ~t~e_ ~'0I1tents. :0); human eXf?et:i~n~·~ :-.' ' :;;'h~bU9h"'.
" out.., h is enti r e, ca reer , ' Hus s~rl s trove to r e a l 1'ze ' :t hi s .

~\,?al ,-, ~hrou9h the deve lopm:nt ',an9 . ~se ,o f th~ ' t~chniques

0- epoche and r educ tion. '. In hi s i a st . major .w6r k.' The .:

1'515' 'of E"uro" ean Scierl"c:es and ,Tr-anscendent ai

at; ia t g.iv en h~m 'acc~~:s ' t o the, "Hfe-::world ," a ' p ri.- "

mi~ 1a ' ,' ~ Ph~ re whic h i s' th~' 'p r e s up.pOs'iti~n - o f -al'; - ~
. . - . -.. . :'. . -: " , . --:- -.

e xpe ie ce , and wh i c h , t h,e re fox.:e , co.rnpri ses 'the ult i mate

field f o - PhenoJll~no.~Ogi c·ai: ·~tUdY. · " . "

• Tl} .thes i~ p~e sented ' h~re .ha s ..a~ i t s ; en t:r a l .a dm

a cr itl 1 'c l a rifi ¢a tion 'qf t1?-e' relationshi p be t we e n the ,

1_ . tw~. · f~nd en\~l 'Pherl~~enoio:li~al t hemes ' 0: t he , n epoc.h~n . ~ :

an? .the "J f~~WO~~d:~" Tlii~ takls ·th.e · .f onn , ,i n ~~aPter I;
of a pc;:msi ~ratio~ 0:.,t h e u~.l;J?f the concepts of "~orld" , ". .\

-:nd "e~~,:he" 'i n Hu~se;~ I Iii ~~;..k· "·p~evious to ' ~he .C·ria'is . ' .

.. 'I n 'Ch ap t er II , the · ~~ari ing s ' and . func t~on :o"f t h.e t e rm

. lllife,"w~r~<!'" ~i.i.hi'n t~e·.c·r~~is ': ~'a~t~'~U1:~iY Part I lIA, "

a~e e~a~~~ed :i~ ' d~tai'7' ; ·Wi t!i ·.:t he ' ~~CifiC ' in~~~ti"on . ~'~ .'

rQvea~iri~ Hpy Husse~l ~i.·ew~ t:h,e " .J. i ~-wo~ld " a~, - the
"'.. ' . " ' . -;' _.. ...."'f~ .: '.. '. , - .... • 1 • •

.. .....

• '1" , . . : , ~ .
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~tl~~~ f,~el~ ' of study fo~ ~henomenolo~i'Cai science . .

Th~:~ f=:t chap te'r i~ "a c.:ritica l ana lys H "of HusserI', s '

at.:te~Pt ~O ' .co~~uct' an ~pochewith' ~·~s·pec~ ,t o '· th~; ' ~ i .fe-
. world, an d leads 'to .thE!: conclusion that ' a complete l ife - ':

.wo r i d reduCtior .i;', li n ' principle, :·iIl\Pos ~ ible . Therefo;e,

:~s::::::::~;~: ::l::::::::~:~~:~~i:.;~~"h;~~; ~~~'-....,:
li f E';-wor l d , th .en, . f~~,_ :r_eason~..~ising·, o ut cf , H~sse.:l.' 5

. ?Wn~hi:lo'$~PhY , this ide~i.:mus t be abando ned .

(

" .

"

...... ./'.
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INTR&rDUCTr..o~

The ptii'l~SOPh:iCal -~aree~ , of -Edmu.od ,HU9~'~rl i .the. . , ~ .
, f ound e r of .phel'!omenql ogy, sp~.~ a period fJjom}89~; when '

. h1.'s ' f i r~\ maj~r ....ork:, ThQ: Philosophy' 0: Ad~h~tic-;...,wa~~ " '"'~ " " ~

~tib1iS~(l, to hi s death i n 1.93 8.. : During _ ·~~hi.ti~e , a~.tho~gh .'

/' ' .', hi~ .thi'.lk:i~9 underwent' seve~al : ma j'o r _reorl;Jt~tic:ins, I .

at·tent~'o? to his ove.r~)1 · d~ve~opment re~ea;s i.t ha t ," unBe :r:-

[: .' . ; y(' , ~h,e s e . ,cha~ges , · i~ _ e. .a.u~s ta~.~ed ;ri~:me\1~. to a."

specific 'phi losophica l idea! . _Thi s ' conunitmeht may be '
. . . .. ' . ' I .

" cha t;ac te :r: i z ~d ~s ' the 'd~termin~t:ion to- 'up,ho l d , ;,i h ,' tile f';l ce

of - t h e . i nc r e a s i ng 'i nfl ue n ce o f t he various "-ir rat iona l ist"

.. : ' Ph ilOSO~S cr the __~ine t~:n~' an~ e~~lY twenti..eth'

: certcuctee , ., ' i~e ai 0'£ : PhilO~OPhY . a~ a"q;"est"f~r :"

'apod i ctic ',tr~i:h ; ..~;· ·"~~rtaintY . r.

' . ; The fllOve~nt 'Clf moder n t hought " 'Hus s er l qu ite

r .ightly ..~o~tend~ , .d~ ~ives i ts :iJ?P~ti.ts fr~m th~ Carite'sian

turn .t o the' subiec~ 'a s ' ,th~ in~~;table 'foundatio~ of kno'w~

'. l~,dge ~·', ~.' ~i t~: DeS~aJ;tes; ~he absol ut e ' ~u~hor'ity' o f " ~on~
. - - " - " , ' -. " -' , '

ec t c uea eee .. a's. guarantor of hurnan 'kn ow1eq,ge , and t hus , .
.' . . ' . .

ultirna~ely ', . as "gu~rantor of .the being 'cif t he wor~~ , i ;

a~s~rt.~d for -. t~e f[~st. time . , ;hi~ 're.cOgnitio~ f~hat

. . subj~.c.tivity i s , an essential e leme nt in any j udqri\e nt c6 n :...· 'Ct.

cer~irJ: ~he ~ tatus i~£ 't he objective .wc e.td ,."co ns.t i ·t ut.;d "'a :. .' '

m~jbr' ,1>h'U o s oPhi c al achie'!e~e~t , and '.i n a cru oial . seh~e ,----... "' . . . , . . . . .,
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!'l0longer Cl;l1.iJ,d. the, met.apbysdcLan -nnaivel¥ " assume tbe

v.alidit~ '6f h~S' ontologie:':"l stat,'rnent'~· . , ~ther, a.fteJ;

- ~'es~ar~e~1 ' ,~ ne'~ concEi; n nec~~-;;arily ·.':~re~eded o;; toiogy--~'
I " , , , >

" conc~fn wJ.t~ the val'i~i\;y ot hu man r eiason P" a.n, ~!1!:itrumen~

\1' of. knowle~ge •. ~ , , .. , . " .. " ' ', ,::.' . : .. .. : "

~ , ' For : every · post-Cartesi an.~~~ker , t h en , the cent~al
, ' " , , ' . ~

, p h iloso p hi ca l issues ';;ere epistemo~og;l.cal in ch'fiacter .

, Th.e ,t;s~.., ,~,~~: ~.~,i~~S?~h(~6~,;ti.,~~~,, ~.,~~'r~i,~g :, ,OU~t~' a, , ~, / .. t

critique ' ()f ~.ure' c6ns ci~u,sries !(,"' ,.'~r· ·rea.son,; ., ·Wh~ch;· D:it:.

~ pro~iai rii: 'p,~~i i~s6p~y ·~i t,~·e' : an' .1~d~\t~1~·"~bh6~' ,fP;'::~~~Wi'~'q" ;

~. ::::~r:e::~O::~::::::::~h~~:,:~:::::t:c::::h::i~' '. ' ~ ~ '.'
·.De s car t e s anci 'i<:an.t ) a~'d accob3.ipgl/; : · ~daPt~ a ,Phi l~s~ph i~al

' ," ' , ' - , . , ....,.'.- '. -, ' , ' .' , . ; " , ' . , , '

pos~tio~ wh~ch takes as , ·its :s,~art iiig point ',~e ,: ,suprema¢y

· of th 'Ei ..~·ubject . ' Bot~ h~'s ' a~finities with" · t.h~ ~a..tionali.s t.. ,' , ,. " "'~ .

· t radition, an d . his .f unda ment a l d isagr eeme nt ~i~h ninet een t h

.c~~ tury · f~S .of ..ratio~a~ism.; ,: a~e , ~le~~~y : ~~r~tr~;'e4 in ' an •

ea.i:ly . ,~ssay, ; , Ph~ losophy .as a 'Ri' ? 9 1'OUS , Sc1e n.ce ....\ .

~he· d~f~ni~g .l::h.a X:i=lc t e r i s t i c· 0.£. weste :rn ,.ph i l osoph y ,

.f1~'HUS.i~:t:\ " i'~~t~. ~~elos to .es t~~ts~, itse ~J; ,~~ ~, .st#c.t "

· science... ·· .Thi s . eeros , ",¥-ch oppoeea a.11 . fO,nne. o~ s kepl;i c i.sllli

nas ~:en p9-rt icul,,:rly ~Vid~nt i n t 'hr e e "grea t 'Ph,~~osophica: l . ' ~

~ev;lutions - -tl1e soc,ratic"::p l':ltO~i'~, ' t h e: car~esi~n' I ' and wi tq .

· th~ ~o,s~ .~:a~ic~i..~i9~~~ " .~~ }~a~~ ' ,s" cr~,t~1uf.~~ . ·~.e~ ljl6~ : ' ' .
~n Huaae r-Lts ' mi nd, <Ophenomenoloqy is ' the . lour~h, and.•. so .. '

fa r ' as the f uture pf ration~lis~ is' conce.~p~d l decisiye~

.-.:.. . .
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"rev~luti~n> " 'orne ~adicalis~ of . phenome nol ogy wui '~onsist
' . . ~~. '.. .:" - . .

i n :i.t.\n.o~ mer e ly c~n9eious ly ~;t.rivl~g .t.?",a r d s. a: .sci en~if ic ' .

_ : ~hi ]:osoph'Y~" bUt i n its maltiri9 :poS s'ibl~ the 'achiev~ment' ot.'

'...'.'...,':;;::::.:::::::::;:,::~:r:~r:~:::, '::l:~:~:e, '.•'
II ' _ , '. kn owiedge, · h a d been un~~e .:_ t1?;:~.evelop. p m:e~odOl~9.Y

/ . aclequate t o ,i t s" att~inment: ~ I t i s : the d istinction o f

: . ' phe ri~me~010~y " th4~ ; ' h~ca~s~ ;it i~i.iy· c~mpre~endS ~hat~
.:~.~~~h - a -:~~~~ntj~4~i~~'/~f' '~~~~~~~er 'I' it .:~i6;~~·d~ .~th~~

, , ·;::~.:O~t~t~:::~~:t::~6P? :i,:1 b~,~'.~~~~~ t~ ~(" Bt,at::,

:\'.'~:B~s4~§~eifsjil;*; 'j
. -. . -.. - . ' <'~ : " :

. ove r look e d by pas t th i nkers: Accordll)9 b>RUS8'e r l , b oth ' .

•oe.~~~s , ,~~. ~~n~ . · w~_~le .aS~~~i~9 , to ~~~n~~f~C P~il.O-, · . .':

: sop~i z ~n9 ; w~r~ h.i~~ered i n ' their effo r t s .by cet:ta~n

·pJ;e s ti'ppos i tions ,t . ~hich.•.th e i r very mode 6 f ,' thi~kin9 mad e ,i t '·

. ~in~s,~~b l~ .~ ~r~dlcate " . ' , ThO,se~. ~i~~~:ent~~c~~tuti. .' "

, , phV~ftop~~e:S i P~~ti~~la~lY ~~ri,~us fo~rns ~f neo-Kanti~1s.m ;

, whl.c.W claim t o beve. es t ablish ed ,:ph 1.1QllOp h y as scientific, "

": :~a';: th~ de fflct'S ' o/ '~h~~ r 'pred~ces sors -: Thus ', ·whil~ t·heY
·~/. ~Y.~ on~ :-'i~1\. HItB.S~~~. ~n, nu:tu~i~.~. ,~e, ~~irit' of . ..: "

, :. " .c~ tiona li sm! t h e ac~ua l 'out:pome' ,of ~uch , phil,os0"l?!bizing

i s ~he erect'io~' . ·o~ ,8, b arrier ~~: t h e .r~ ~'ii zatic:1n 'Of 'a~>_ . '. .. ,.. '

,' "I ,> •....

. ~
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_. ' " ..p~r~ .O.f .:th~t~YC~hO-~IfY,S i~~l ,c.om~.~ex · ~hich ~ S na.ture; , .~<0 b e

. ~~~~~t~d ' ';sc~~n·ti.~~~~n~ .•:-.,.. :~, ~.r.~her, 's i nc e":t he pSYChe . , '~an
..~only be, thus · ~ tU(j~'~d ~eca'~se' i.t·.is .an ·' !ment' ,6f nature , -,->

· , ·· · ··::£:E:~:~I::;::~:~:~::~::~:Eil"i1::;::~n, :~e(.:ke. ~
~~.~t~sli ~~ :,n~ ~.; '.' .~ . · . v- , : " ', ;,

.':..;.:: ,;:::.~;:;;::;~tL:i~:);~:::::~:t~~1~" i:E~::f::~C:L~

. , . " , ~

,.( .



scHmt,ific·'phi losophy . and turn i J'tst.eaq, : ·~o '(' W~ ltans chauunq '"

pili 19S.oP~Y , an.a. ~!'!f . !,~ s tori ~al : ~e~~t:t~;i.S~ i t implie ~ . : '~ " "
:rhi~ alterna.t~ve ,' h~W:X~; , : i~'PJr, HUSS~.;~ a ~puri'ous , "

'9Jle . :ba s e d on the' erroh,eo,us .a~ sumption that 'i f philosophy

_c.annot - bl;! ,. _ch~ra9tet:iZ.ed :a.s ~ positive "s~ien_ce- ,_ thtin it .

~:::::.:\,:C~::,~::~~:t~:~:~f:::: :C~:::: f:: ::::::~9 i5
:::::::::yw:::~v :~~:n:::~:t::'O~5,1:::~~U::' :.V~::~::y
tJ:1.e.r ~, . ,~ ' , But : ~h~l~ ' t~~~: Ls .t r \\c -o'J;: nat~r~l scrence r • to .

~~g4e ~hat th~ o~~~.~tiv~ t~ '..,o f _:~he wrd i s. ·an. abs~.lut·e .

II ·r eq ui :!i"E: in: n t ·for. '5cl e nti'( i c: trut.h Ls t o II\i .~.coris true ·lthe

~ me~n1n9 ce s cienc~.: • The e s s ence of ~cientific

. knd~~n9 ·:.i~ ,no t th~t ;o,n ~ "be able~¥b? , m"alCe . untve..~~ailY wa'iid '

" statementS..,'~bo.ut the , ob ie.t;:~i~i tY ,.hf '. , t~e ~~rtd " bu'~ that

. . >:~e . t.~t"ali~~ :.~.~ h.~~" e;.~·~:ie~~e.: . ~~~:,:~t ' ~~.s~.6,~~.:. ~..t,~ei~: '
.t~ ': con~;:~o~sne,~ s.' "be ', kn~wn: :apO.di ~~ i C~ llY . , ,:'he I;liggest _"

. . !!~~.1;:9 ·'~;~;k ' .t~· 't he . ~ea~ i. ~,a~i ?n. of' .~hi s ~~ sclen ~'ifi'c
al~. is ' p~~'c::~;~ '~y ' th~t · " aS5ump,t~9~' :~ f' ;.bj~tiv:i tY~. " ' o f of

. , ~e ~l eX·iste·n.~: ,'. ' : .~~ ~~,~'?S : .~,h~ .: .s ~~e, ~ ~~ "non .Of. PO~ 7 '~ive .: .., "

..sc ience. :.If. ~one. ' €,?u.l d someh~W ' be , freed. o~ this , a s s~p.tAon,?': ·~

, ".. the~ t~~ tr~e " ~e'~nin~' o~'..t;~e" ob j'ect lvity 1£~human ~~~;r-

re nee COllld"'!Je " ,~,evealed-":~d genuine 'ly presuppositioniess " ;',;

, ' k~6w !~d~e':" ~c~~ ev~ ~~' ~ .: "'\ " . 'r .,'" ..' ~~ ~ . : ..
~" ; p~~n6me~'Ol09Y hopes \0 Bup~~ede ' :1ill..~PS'~~

. . , , / ". ,' . : '.: ' ~ . " ~

aden'tifie', , PSY~~Ol09is ti C p hdI oao ph Lea W. J.lIe~~ "o C a tr~lY



,
' .'radic al appr6'a'C~ ' t o t he-'problem' 'of kn:owledge. ,. ~hi.s

.~ppio~ch i,. s eTnpodied-_in . the t~chriique s of, epoChe and'. ~. . . .
re'd'uC:tion ~ WhicF are only. adWnbr 'ated i n phi lQsof?h y as

• 7 - '..

".•...
,,:!

1
I

,I

. , . .
f or . a c e ee r i , the epoche is ~r~marilY a t~chnique . f or ,~

?phi eving s c ientifi c ph ilosophy, the~ one ~usti a;~o accept

t ha-t i f!. his - fi~a l w~rks --p~rticularlY ,The cris..i~ ' elf

Euro' san sci~nces and TranscendentaPhen6mert~lo . ;;·' - - t he. .. ..
goal · ~f ~~i1osophy as ri90~ou~ sc~ence~a!, .~ot ~.ecn. .

ebendoned , . . i -

· . ' '. · .Ma ny i nterpreters of HUg~erl al!'9Ue th.a~ in ~~e
· crls~s- ' · Husscrl at ·-l eas t . tacit ly co~ceded t he i~ncapacii ty

- ,,-- . . ;' l; •

-..\

· d f, ..~_.'~hi lOSOP~Y . concei~ed asstric.~1~. IlScieri~tfic to :0 -de e L

with:-; ~uch problems as , the' ~is torical~ 1;Y o f ~a~ion~l :"
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objectivist science . I n " order to co pe with, such' issue.s,

: it is cla i me d tha t the centra l t enets cf phenomenology must

'be ce v Ls ed , and th~t the E<~phasis upon such cqncepts as

• 't he " l ;i fe-world" is ~ ihd.i c ative of _Hu s s e r l ' 5 own ,: t ilr n in

fo r t his ,wor k , i s i n many ways _~ompa:.;:able to .n t e r e as ons

-for; the, earlier ' att~cks on .paychc I oqdsm . . In his e ar'l y

works " Husser l presented phencrnenc Lc qy as' an alt:rnat~ve

to ph i losoPh icai : n,a t ui a lis m, wh,tch~ he viewed as , a disto.rti~ ',

, ' , of t he rational,ist ' ideal. while , in the~ na t ur a l "i sm

i s n~ , l onge:- his ,~h ie f hpponent~ hi s miss i o n ~: "even mor e ,

~H'~t ·: d irectipn. '
t :~~ .

, _,/ _ , ' But .,SUCh a v i e w is not ~ t?~ ~n~y ~;-ssible one ~i~

.;." ~ " respect to Hus,se r l ',S l a st works. :- ,I t is clear f rom his own
,:." ';

.".} comments i ,ri'. Cris.is Pa Et I,t~at the ,~derlying motivation

,,;:,,'/ '
;,y'

, " .
.' press,iog , " since ' at this , poin,t -i n human h is t o ry, tl;,e- ve ry

signific1mce of t t'1~" -~d~a l ' o'f a scienti~ic ,'phil~SO~hY h a ;s

'be e n t h"r own int~ q u e s tion, ' No lon ger~the .issue. a

choice between phi :I,~sophY as a !"Iatural scien c e; and "

philosophy as a "str+ct" ec decce • . ~ather,. with ,t.he 'ge ne t ,a l ,

rea'lization that t h e na,tural"' 's c i e nce s, a,re, ,an d~ be ,

positivistic , . th~:e ~ as, a r isen a' c:r::i~i~ i n ' nieaning - -a'

\.. ' Crisi~ w~ich, sa~s Hus ze ~;l ~ ~!,:i trike s, at the va lidity" of

, :-he ideal , of scientific"knowledge , and wi th. i t, ' t he i de al

Of a un iversal' , -a p'od i c t i c philos,ophy.

Many contemp\?rary t.~inkers, ' HU~ ~erl points cut" ,

a"rgUe tha t s in~e , p~iJ.osop}iy cannot h ave a posit:~v:ist b~Sis, "
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· then 'i t ther~f~r: . c:~n~t' be scile'nfific. Bu t t hi s Conclusion

'iqnOr~s: the fact .ih~~ · our ~r~s'e~t '~once'p~ of sci"~itce' ' i~ -.. . . '

· actu~llY a · re S ldua~ ·con·cePt · -- t~e out~ome '~ ( a ' ~radua l '

n arro....i ~9 o'f' ~h~ muc~ "more; cOfllpre~ensive notion of r~tional .

scientif'ie knOWledge\ held by i ~s' · f~unders . , • ~s~a·~tes . ·_ whom"

Husse r l ~eco~~iz~S a~' ' t he orig i nato r . of the mode rn . . . .

'cient~ ~1C 1mpu"e: :~\~ceived '~h1i~'OPhY as '. un1v~r,al ' "

method for aChie ~in9 9'\enui .f.1e. ce~ta;n~y :, Usi ng , thi.B met hod,

, .: no t O~l Y q~e~tions . a,'?0rt the materia; un~vers~ , but

que:t J.o~ s " whJ.ch pre So.p~OBe matl: aa .~ " ~eta.p,hy s :u:al ..

be ing" - -quest tons of kno wl et?ge , va l ue, and e th i c a l

action- -COUld; . ideal l y. ' ;f i nd an. an swe·r . 'Con t empo r a r y

po Sitivi's t s ci e nce , . howe ver , ' h a s ~ystema tic~l1Y ruled ou"t

-th;; uI~irna;e and hi9hes~t- i ssues, as ha~in9' no cont en t

whi ch could possibly be tre~'ted of by P9si tivistic

". i'··:: ;~:U'~:~9h: ~h::,:;~:~?~Y:a::::e:::~:r::::~,:::::: r .
".. ' ~ · PO\-.1. t :I V.1. S~C , and that ~herefore philb50P~y as .s c i e nce i s

_ l.r:'\POsixbl,,,·,.we· have lldoEted ~. a t t itude , o f Skept~C1.Sm

· 'con~~,rnJ. ,:q(the poslJibili t:( o f achieving unive:sal . ' '

ph1.1.bs oph i cal knowlcdqe . ...

\'{i th the furth~r realizatio~" t hat scii ~Tice .i ¥l

.. .· 'd,:v~f.opm~nt.a..l-L .e. ~.~~t Le-hee a hi s to~ i "s'o, .bha t t he

" . '" ...... t~ruf.~s o f today rap1di~ be come t he e r rors "o f t~orr:ow--this . ".

... ' s~~~~cism aeeme cO~.lete . For"if Ph~lo's'OPhY is , c~n'~ i~er!,~

. • (\ t~ :~e~ the ~ queen o f the screrices , " a~d no t even ,t he "l east .

, ' ,

'\
,.\
....(

" 1«
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o f .t he se s cie~c'es c;m be , 'said to att!a h , eternal .en d

apodictic truths , then' sure; ly th~s objection applies, a

fo r t i o r i , to phi losophy itself.? Ph ilosophy , to be sure ..

' ha s a hi~to~y~:"and ~S ' not ' ~h'i's · ~ery . '~a~t' SUffici~~t ' t o '

d i scredit ·its c laim t o !1chieve un iversal . certaint~e s'}

. I t is primar i ly to quest ions such as t hes e ,!:-hat

t.he cri'~is is a d dr e s'sed", Th i s ' wo r k ~s ' not, fo r Husseri. .

a - re j~ction . of the ' :L!3eal o f , philosophy a~ a r~90rQ_U;

. Sci~e.nce • . RA;her ,. it is ,hi s f +ri.al · attemp~ t~ re~nstate

th.is i ~eal., · in ~he face of ~hat , .i cd,sis of . rneaninq~' whi t:h

now threa teos .t o en9'~if ' ~o_t O~lY .t he.' co nc ept o f ' ph ilo­

s ophical '. t rut h, b~t 'e v en t 'he .c onc e pt . of truth wi thin 'the

posit'iv is t sCienc~9 :''- ,What ·- th i,~ ~ork involve~ , 'the~ ,
. • I ' , , •

,fi r s t l y , i s a r e consideration of the ,,1".hdl e meaning . ~f

t he sciEm'tifi c ideal ; .and s econdly , an a t tempt to i,mder-

s tand the rela tio~sh_ip . becwe en this ideal and the .c on cep t .

• f of : h i s tor ical rela t ivism whi ch , p a r adoxically,, ' has arise~

in .the ·,course of ·t tte · pursui t·b'! ;'ll's Ci Emti f i c t ruth.; .;
' . ' r: "" . '

Finally , the~ consis ts in a usee ra ' ~ ar gument t hat

only ' within t he cont ext of p henomeno l ogic al r eflection 7a n

stich an ,l,ln der s.t B.t}'di ng be aC h hwed . ' The r e f or e ,. i .ts . ave,: """

r_~di ng puri,OS,Et"will ' be ',to rees ~abl i.sh, :on phe nomen o.Lcq d.c aL

ground~ , the. va l i di t y of t h e sc i e n tifi'c idea l , and .wi t h i t,

.' " ,.tJ:ie val~d i.~:; di - t he' goal of phii~sophY as ~. : s tri~t -s·cienc~·;

i
-' I

I
I
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j ' " . ' . ' : ' , . •
int e r pr e t atioq 'o f t he Crisis :',as Husse r l ' s a~.t&t t-o over- ·, ·

-come th~ :r es t r ! c t 1v:.e 'nar r o wness , of tr~~i(9~' ,;'rationalism,"

bY. replaci~9 it ~i:th a ':ge nuiM ra:~ona. l\m~' b aSe.d:upon t he

p he nomenologi c al 'method , th¥ many urgent ~uestions arise .
. . .. .. . . .. . . \. . .'

. Ce nt ra l a~ng these .L s the proble~ of . t he Iffe,:",wor ld- - a

ccmcept; wh Ich l S, use d .ext e n s i ve l y for, the fi rs t t'~,?e i n

. t he' Cri s i s< ': "

. ~~'ving d~~eloped ,.3.. complex phf Los ophy , ' th~ p~im}:ty

<;l im of Wh~c1~ i s theatta,i~rit 6f apodict'ic ' (essenti~l)

know le 'dge' .o f b~ing " ~~s'se. ~l'"s, : s~ddeI! , {~troduction o f a ~ .

co .ncept; ~tliCh . a t r eea e pri ma facie,', eere ese s t he con­

tin gen c¥' and h.i stor~cality ,o,f human expe:i:ie~ce.' , ~y'. a~pear
' ., ' .. . "

~parado~i c:al " . I nde ed , it is the appeeren ce ~ f t he life·

world ' i t.' Hus~erl ' 9 f iTia 'i wor:;k whi c h 'ha s led many co n tempo r a ry
" ' ", " " . " , '. ' .' ,

' ex i s t entia l ' phenomenolog.is, ~s to argue tha t:i ' i n his lat~r .:

y,ea rs ; · H:u.~ s erl · wa s pre parin g 'to 'ab 'andon his toreu:tsceridental
~ ' ,

idealism i n fa vo ur of .e phe nomeno l ogy. ba se d on t he primac y

of t he .c c n ccee e , his torical ly-.cond~tioried' life-wo~ld . But ;

': as we 'hav e , alre~dY pointe~ out , BuaaerL hi ms l'!l,f di d !!2!

p'ie's,; nt .his, t~rn' to t~eGi£~,-W~rld ." a . r~;:n Q~ ,h~s

~ong"':'s .~anding i deal of. a ' ~ s ~ie~tific~ PhilOs~~hY :, T~ere.­

fo re , be rore one acoept,s __ ~ path ' tak~n by ,man y lat er

. , "Ph E!DOme~Ologlst s , ~ ' it i~:~mperp.t ivc to . exan;i~e. Hu~serl "s

own ?S~ , .Of t.he life:-wor l d , i n .the . con t e x t 'o,f ' the '£E.!lli,.
' in~ o rder t o det~ine. : t o what deg ree' t h e i r vi e ws ar-e

j u s t ifi e d . In .i n tt:;rp r e t i ng .a thin;ker o f su ch e~r.nest
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" s i .n g l e- mi n,d ea.ne s s as Husserl , i t ' l'I.ou-ld indeed 'be' pre- .

sump tuous to itssum~ :t h ,a t t he Hfe-.wOrld ' consti'tutes a

radical~?eparture f r om his ori9i~al ' goa ls..~.bec~use

the co ncept h,as strong "existential" , ove rt;.ones . While.
. , . ' , r- '

t he r e may well be qoo d reason fo r co ncludin? that the

introd 4,ct i"cn of t~~, .li f e - W01:"l d \10es hav e f~r-r~~ching

impi i cati~ns ' for the :neaning o f ptienomeno Ioqy , this

c6nciusion can ,~n iy be draw n on t he ' li as i s of a Qe,tail~d'

stUdy o.f th~ meaning of this concept, 'as , it fu nctions

wi tQ,in the relev~t .'septiOI!S' of t he Cr1-SiS ." .

It will be the primary,;purpo'se of this thesi!!i.t c

unde rtake such a s'tudy , using ,as a central re ference point

Cr i s i s ' Pa r t ' II r A , which Is . entit'l~'~," , "T~e .~a~' Int~ , .

. . ." . '
of ti tle .Ln d dcac e s , the exp lici t i n tention 0'£ th ~s wo r k

~8 t o rey~al t he ' i~ fe-'W~rl~ as a !lew mo~e " 'of acc~ss t.O·,

the " s~~ere of transcendental phenomenolo~ o- The r e f ore , '

whatever ·"our i 'nve stigation c e veai s c~ncerning t 'he mea~'in~... ' ,,' . " ' .'
of .this ' term~' a serious' effort 'must t hen be made to render

. this '1leaning c0)Ilpatible, wit~ ' H~SSerl '5 ..wi~~r aim of

' a:c~ :i,.e ving a ~o~sJ st~nt ,transcendenta l . phi ~OSophY , In ';

P'a'rt ic,u~ar , tli~s"'-;"';i 11 entai 1 a c~nSi~~r'ation '9£ ' t.h~..

life-wprld in it~ r~lati'onship ' to ' the f undame nta l '

phenomenological ' concept of e poche, s ince , as wo..have
.('- . ... .. . - , ~ . .

already intimated , .without :t h e techqiques 'of epei"che an d
' . ' ' . , , "; . ..~ 4

"
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. . : ', . . _ : ; . . . ' .- ' . . .~
reduction Husser 1.' s ideal 0,£ .philos ophy as a "strict .' .

ecfence" cap neve no -meandnq ,

In p reparati.on for this 'ana l ys i s , the £~rst' chap'ter

will ' c.onsist in a br~ef discussion 0 f the antecedents o f the

life-~or~d ,wi t h i n Hussetl 's.earlier wri tings . since our ai m

.r s t o presene the i ntroduction .of t h e life-Wet -aeta ~

. n:tural deve'lopmen.t of hi.S lotti'a. l ~h~n'om. e~o~ .·...Lee.. 1 go alo ,

lt is important ,t o show that the concept ties oes in '

· RusserI 's previou~ 'majo:z:: work~ . Ch~Pter one, ~ore, :

:wi l l a~.!lo .intio:c1u c~· , o~he r cen t~'al ~herio~nO~;giC:~l ' themes,

. e'ilpeci~lly -t he t he me s. 'of horLaonajLcy, epoche , an d eid=.ti,c·

· .(or . 'e·~ s entia l) i ntui t i on , mainly to i~dicate a c ont i nui t y '.

between these" and the more recent -eaemenee of Husserl ', s. , ..
,;f - - ...,-'ph i 'i o s ophy .

. .. The 'subsequent c~aP.ters wi il cover , t hree central

pain ns . Fi ,r s t l y, we shall't:onsider c.losely the t~xt of

~ cri~is Part IlIA', in o~de~ to reve a l t he maAr , a nd ,~'ften'

• seemingl y contradicto:ry sens~s which HusseLl. ascribes t o

the te;m " life-wo r ld . " We sliall a rgue, howe ver , "'t ha t
" . :-- .

t he s e contradicti,ons can ·i n: fact'be r~so~d, i f ode

~ ~~ns iders' Husser l ' s "tu rn to the lif~-)'f,Or~J~~~i~hin the

general context o f .h i s t~,?U9ht . ' s e condl y , And o~ the ..

basi.s. Of. .thiS a~gument; we shal l proce ed t~ an ,e~~mi.nati?n

of the life-world in ee j.a c f on tb t~e 'phe nome nol o g i c a l

technique of e poche.. Our ' prima ry aim here ,Wi ll b e t o ahCM

~at while Huss~erl ', ~ use ol ,t;he'li~e-worl~ d~.e~ n ot i~PIY

-,

":,
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:., ~,-,~." .. ~.t-"",,;.".; t ihe:

. a re o t h er ~ru.cial issues ' which t he i n1;,roductioI\ of t h iS

t~onccPt ' does r a is.e . A ~i S+S S io'n o f . t he se- i s s ues, ' a~d their

r l mplic a"ti,ons fo r Huss erl ' S transcen denta l phenomenology, wi l l

comp r i se the 'third; majo~ se~tion 0; t his .t h e s i s . Drawing

on all. th~ee of the~emain Pio i n ts , _o~r .Conclus ions . wil,l '. "

hopefu.~lY su~est . their sign.-~f~c.ance f or, t he wor k of thos e

ccneempcre r y t~i-l).kerS --Philo~op~rs ~f:-}s ci en.~e , eXistent:iJ.l..

Ph~norne"~109i&" ' jnd "pure" \ pheno~~n0 10:i_s t; aiike-~:;: !7

-l-~Ok to .efie later ' wr i t i n g s qf! Huss~rl for 9?id~c.e i thefr

'a t t emp t - to comprehend and tor~alize the ,"p henome no i og i c a l

ide·al . " . .~. ," ' 1 .

\
i

1-

. .-.
"

" ",, '' .



Whereas ' th~ term ' " l~ fe-world" be dame pzomi nent;

'on j .y toward the ' close of his ~omp1ex Phi-1~phica1~

development . Husser1 undertook i~v~ti9~tions 't hat "move".

so to .ape ek ," 1n the reaim ?f the ' WO~l ~;'"prob ;~9'! ' , " as

ea rly as , the ~~riod. 'O'f th'e 'Logi c a l Inv~s tiqations ' (1 900­

' ,1901) . ' We shall ~~amine thi~ concept briefly , si~ce the

me an i ngs Wh'iCh' 'H'us s e; l ascri~~S t o it, a nd the philo- \ '
, ' " , ' , ' . i

: sop hlca1 Lssues ' to which .i t ' g i ve s ' rise, reoccur , mucb e
. r ~

l a t er" in eo nneetden ~.ith the' c,oncept " ljfe: wor,ld .." 1'(1

i n; e s t i gation of ' th~ 's.; 'gnifi,cance ' o'f ' "the ; ,w~r1 d" will"

therefore p~:~vide CI; framework fo r t~e questions. w~ wil l

eventua't1y ra1~e con cerning the "li f e-w orld, "

Hus: e rl firs t made ous e 'o f t he -no tac n of a world

"i n "h i s early wQrk "on' the nature' of pe r 'ce ption ', Dealing

'" ~i ~h the 'pr ob l em 'of adeq uatie i~~uiti~m , he ccncj.uded ~hat'
"t he primo rdia.1 b"as~'s fo r ' all judgments li~s i~. the act of

perception . artdits v~rious ;'mOces,'\ such as remembering,

imagining, e t "cf I Ana l ys i s 'o~ the pJrcePti~n of ,any " "

. individua l thing r eve al s tha~ t he obj'ect~o f perc ept ~on

are" never 1;imPly" 'i so l at e d phenoJflenona . Vi~wed i n ,i t~, f~l1 "

concreeenese any enti ty an nounces Il\Or e t~at ,it _ actua11Y

i s . Th'us, ' i n or~ei t~ ~ders tand f~lly th'e me an i n13 o ~ '

; 1 5 .
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wha t . i s ' perceived, J:lus~erl "a r g ue d that "i t wa s ne ceaeer y t~ .

de~cribe not . ~fl,lY what is "immediatEily given'" ~t il: parti ­

l:'ul ,ar , spatio- tempora~. moment ~ 'but also wha.t .~s implied ',? Y

our perceptio~ of 'that'moment . To take 'a -specific -,e x amp l e :'

Wi1at ,1 .may;~ctually " 's e e is a tree. But part o f the

m~~nin9 Of')~~'~tre: , ' qua perce~ved '" i s that .Lt; stands ·on a
' ~ . ' . ' , I . '.
hil l in a me adow, 'aJriong ot he r ·t r e es , ·,ag a i n s t .the sky, end

.' '. , - ~ .
so on , a d infihitum . Not only ,a r e; t h e r e accompanying ' da~a. -.

} , . '~ : ~ . .... ; '

of, a...· s.p~ti a l "~rder , . b~t, the , ,,<:~~e a lsG has its . ~xi st.~nce as

part of a tempo:r;aI C;0n.text. Thus, part of,_the, ': s e ns.e " Of , -',

th~ tree i s that I_ '- int~~.d - tb c hop it -down ,. or that'it is . , '

ov~~ "a hundred' years o l d ... ', I ~ a very ~ig~ificant'way , th~se "

' SP~Ho-~poral a~companim~~~s f orm .the ' back9ro~~~':"':or '
, , : -:..0.... - ', ' _.
h~ri ZOn~'i0r t~; pe ,r yeption of ' the tr~e itself . , ~ile this

~orizon ,~~~ 'h o,t be e xplicitly i nc l ude d in , ~~e 's ~,ef~rence

.~O t~: tre/i; i~ :i~ ne~ertheless 'Co-meant :a s '!!ollle t h i ng whi ch

, could .. at ..any time , become :the ma ti p . . . ,,' ~

. " , , :f~~eems , ehen , t hat ,the·' on ly way .~ ever '
: ' r " , " " , . , '
hintu~~ The .er ee in its, total concre teness wou,id be t~

tl;u!~ab.ize ' a ll of 'bbe co...,meani~9S invoive d in its per:'"

ce'pt.io~" ' Bu t'" if '~ny. pa r ticu l a r perc'~Ption aiways p~intft '
beYo.~d/tt~el~ : t o .furthe~ P~.!iSibiii~ies of pei~ep~ion ; the '

nece s s a ry thematizati~n ,woUl d , i d"ea lly ; extend to i nclude
, .' - ,

. , ., . '

a~alys~s qf. the i:.ndiv.idual~ ~e.rce?t'ual object" the~; l.eads

, to 'a't , least 't he begJnnlng ' o'f , Husser l ' l! la~~'r , char~'ct,erizatio~

.,. :....

· 1 , "
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, ,of the "world" a s the horizon , or backqr ound , of al l

p'a-rticular cons cious ~cts .

H'as s e~.~' s l us e ,o f 't he, t erm ' i' wo r l d ': ~e~,omes' t.ru~y. .
s ig~i ~icant" howeve~r,' i~ I'd eas I : , Gene r a l ' In~r~dUCtion t,o

Pure Phenoineno1 99)' • . It, is, here tha~ the :conce p t is f i rs t

.eix pc un de d in connection with ~he t:e ntral ph en omenological

the'me s 'o f epoche . redu~tiori " . ·and. the' suspen~ion of t he '

"natural :attit~de ." ,I n" th~ · f~ r~ t :. s~~t·iO ':'- · · ~ f t~iS·. · w~:tk • . "

. Hus s e r 'I ' rel ates the notio~: of th~' "\<{orld" to 't h at of the

re se~rCh acit~viti'es' of ..t~e n~tu'~al 'sci"en'~is'L 11

r'j.<,t~e · se $C!nd' s~ction of ' ideas ,. however, Hus,serl

b~O.~de'n~ . his .:conc,,:,ption -o~ t he natural standpo;i.nt, a~d i ,



'/. ' . '.:

. ' l . .. .. . . ..
, ,90~r~S ~pn(U,~~.lY ,'. hiS, '1>~~~~.~'-:of /:he ,.~; ~~,d: '. ~~~~'~'. ~.n : ' · :, .' . :' .

section I the 't er m "~,atural . s.t;andp~,~'~: : 4erive,d . i t s ::me~~n9 ' ;

no~ f:rom 'i t s ' '' nat~r'a~ neAs :' :. io ~, .·t~~~v,i,~U~l ~~ho ::a~o~t~'d :: .
it", but rather: from: ',i t~ impo~tanc~ ~ior, th~ " pro'~edu~e '.(n,"

a~~~ir~~9': ~.~~etlt~~ {c~ .·,i~:~~~ra'l'-i , . '~~~~~~'~~~~" ...H.~~~~~~i~ .n~~ ut~s· .
th~e..t.~~.. ,to' , 'i~dic,'a~~,,~a,~. ~tti.t~dea~to,~at~:ca~~ , .as !iJum~d

,, ~(. ey~ry hurna? ~':lin9 wi th reepecc . ~~_ the/w?rl~. 1 ..'
.!"' .: Our 'first -out'i~O'k up~n: life ,·.is..·:t)l~~ "of 'n,at~i-~'l .

, .. .e'~~~~7i.~'i~~~'~~h~~~~f'u;~~~;~:i~~P6~~~~?;r 1' :~ . " "

, " The r~ ~· ,i's , \ ~o ·· s'~q~ . ,i~ ',~i ~ ' s~ci,~i~~' . t~~~ ' ~~~; ·~,~,~~r~4~t~~~~ . ',''.

-.~

/.
- . ...' ,
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, .·but , on t he othe r :.,:' the: WO~l~' Si~pi/ ~xj:~ts, pi~or' ~o ,a ll

such , pos i ti!"!.; ·,··as ' .l'resuPPO$ed by all . human .'";~t.:io,ns.: , Wbat .

see.m~ ~~ unit'~ ' .~~e~~ ' two ~~~er~e ~·o.ncep~i~n~ I . : h~w,e~er , i~
Husserl '.s furth~~ cJi.ar,at:te rization o~ th~',w'~rid a~' . horizo~ . '

'~e: concep~ ,of hori::onali ty :h ad' a lr,eady ', '~ti~ en ri~ his

'e ar lie r ana.lyse~ of pe rcept!on,.where i t ' was'!"atgued ' t ha t '-

ew;ri. particul~ p~r~~ive~ ob ject: po;nts '~~YOnd ;t~eif't~
.f ur t he'r indetermin~te pJitSsibilities ;"O.f pe'r~ePtion , H ~ow,

H~~c,r.J. is .exteridi~9 . ~~e b?:mds.~f.: t~e ' ho#~on ~ " ,~ that

~J;,b::,:m::t::e:i::~ i::el::::'::~:::'~ .:::::~~;.~ce< '
.• cl~r:~~~dm~~~!:~t~~ic~i;~~~fa~~~~;~~~~~~.~ , .'

: 'e:ln~~:in:~~lfse~a~~~e i ~~:{~i~~;C~~~~~~~~.ry. "
.·· l pr e s en t ,1 ,be f or e me , .I t r eaches rather i n ' a '

fixed o rde r of being i nto the limitle s s beyo~d ~ I 5,

., . . :.: T~~ 'i~~i;ic~nt r it: Ul t of thi; eqUa'i~.';\~~{~rld . .

with tihe c c nce pe .of an .infini te ho rizon .i s , i t s . ref!l~al of

...: £he requi ~~ment ~at the wor1d have a -determinate conte nt .

If "One c l a i ms. P~ ~t the essence of .·the wor ld ,is'-i t~ ' ~uali ty '

, of encompassi~g, and i ndeed, tr{l'n ~~end{n9'~' tfle facts ~ f '
. """" ,' .'

c~n,:ret'e . ~u.;lman:.e~perience·, .t hen t he dichotomy betwe~n th~

wor l d' ~~rtie ' .to~ahty ~f posited s.c:ienti~i.~ · objects , a nd " "

the "wor l d -as the .presupposed basis for nori -sqient.ifl<;:

human act.ivi~Y .. can,;be r·e~olved . .. For :?~ scientist' 'an,d

fO~,._ ~h:~ . "rdina'ry" n.~n-ttieo:te17.iC~ lly-:or.iente8 ' ind~V~.fl.l , . ,'".

the ·world ·can bb 'rnade up of di f fe rent .exper,ienc? , bu t at
. . . , . .

.. .. ..

,", ,

.. '

the same time both can r e t a i n a cOIf1Il!on conception of ~w.orld
. ..

-t - ~f,

~.
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