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' ABSTRACT ; -

As no one has yet traced the histozl’ZI derivation of

the morphology of Micmac. this study will attempt to do o,
but it 5io”.es not gl"aﬁ to bb_z a complec’e 3nd compze}ensu\:e
study. of Micmac ﬁistozical morph’nlogy.-‘—"rhis thesis will
sf.udy Micmac morphology (both nominal and vetbal) with regazd\

to its compaxlson with P:oto Algonkian with an aim to\

" discover how much .of the mq;phology chmac ‘has retdined.

and how. much innovation there has been. Data from othe: .

‘ Eastetn Algonkian languages such as Abenaki, Maliseet and

Delaware will be studied to help give ipsight as to
whether the 1nno'fations evident in Micmac are exclusive
to Micmac or if they are more widespread. The pxesentat*on

of the Eastezn data does not entail taking Lposnion on

' the contxovg:sy regarding Eastern Algonkian as a genetic

. subgroup

“The 9oa1 of this thesis.is to see hw Micmac relates
to oghe: Algonkian»languages and to see what light it can
shed on‘at;me;. of the mo:phologica% problems evident -ln
Algonkian. : )

Chapce; One will present a generu‘l introduction to the
thesis. The main.verbal morphology will ‘be dealt with in

C:hupte:s Two-Four. Chapter Two will deal with the Animate v




: - 'Intransitive (A1) an&the Inanimate In;.zarisi'tive‘(n),
chnpta: 'rhree will 'deal.with the Transitive Inanimate (TI)

e and the pseudo-i‘zangitlva Inanimate (psTI) -and Chapter Four
winl deal with the T:aqsitive Animte ~(TA) . within each .
of these vezbal mnrphology chapters there will be a

‘ general discussion of the verbal types as well as any

peculiarities of the type, follwﬁ by a more sﬁicific
,d;é::uunion of verbal tenses and modes with zep:est{ntative
pa:gd/ gms vot each. The Proto-Algonkian forms will be
i give‘ where they-are known so that morphological comparisons

cap be made® between Micmac -and i’roto‘-AlgonkiAn.”,'Data'
rom other Algonkian 1anguuges (especially . Eastern) will
be presented where ‘it is mozphologicany relevant to the
discussion. : : Y e

- ¥ ¢ "
Chapte: Piv{e will also dea.}?with verbal morphology but"
4 4f L

with—one ic L on——the & The Micmac:
“fornms of the independent indicative present will be éxamined -
R and possible derivations from Proto-Algonkian noted.

Com i

Aﬁlll :be made with other Eastern Algonkian

languages. | ' - i . A 3
Chap‘gl Six will déal with nominal morphology, special
regard being given to _possession. °The nominal morphology

of poueulon will also bé compared with the verbal,

= . morphology of the .ubotdinnnve mode to dinpuy the .
slmuatithn Hhich exist between these ﬁomatlona.



e . » - B B
F 8 Tfle th_esié aims to draw sa'rr;e major conclusions regarding
the historical morphology of Micmac. On the au:fay«ﬂic\d’c
appears to-be veé;( divergant when compared ‘with the -
t:adiéional Proto-Alqonkian';Eo—r'mtzuttions of Leopard
?‘{luoomfield which we:e based eolely on fou: Jof thé Ceéntral
l'3‘..:ngm|gea -Fox, Cree; Henomlnee and Ojibwu. When a more
\detaued study of Hicmac's phonologicnl development . from
;moto-ugonkian is carried out it can| be sae that thia
'is\wheze Micmac has a radical evolution as theze are

cluster reductions, vower tions y

ces C 1y,
even though the phonological: evolutlon hds been somewhat
‘radical, Micpac aeems4nl'r1y conge:butive wit_h regard to

its historical morpﬁology. .Micmac, in fact,. ret_al.ns much

of the morphology ‘of Proto-Algonkian. T
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AN

CHAPTER ONE -

INTRODUCTION
1.8 Introduction

As of 1978 there were. aﬁproximltsly 6,000 spéakezs
of Micmac in Canada (Goddard 1978:71) and Micmac is still
spoken in No:théut New Biunuwlck, Nova Scoila, Prince,.
Edward Island and the ‘Gaspe Peninéula of Quebec.

We have information on the Hicmgc language in the
form of nissionary grammars and dictl‘onnies‘. Ahbe’naulazd‘ 8
Grammaire de la langue mikmaque (1864) is a traditional
‘gxm;n}uz wzi‘tten in French over a‘hundzed years before its
pub}:;cation. ) ¥

o~ R’ev'. Silas T. Rand's contributions to ;ﬂemhe are his
grammar and h!;s two dictionaries on the Nova Scotia
dialect. His grammar. came Abo‘u‘t as a result of his
classification of his grammatical notes. ‘fha end Eenul:

is a bound vo;umé of about 532 ;;agea oi!_nnnu ctip& entitled ™

"A Lecture on-the Micmac and Maliseet larguages® which .

temaiins' the property of Wellesley Col‘ege. In this
grammar Rand deals with the noun, the pron [.m _and tige verb.

Rand's ‘first dict(onn:y, the \
Lmunmuinmwm, publishel

in 1888, was an



v 2
s English-Micmac dictionary. The second one was publ.lghed
posthumously in 1982 and edited by Jeremiah Clark. It is
called Rand's Micmac Dictionary and is a Micmac-English
dictionary. There are some pfdbleml evident _vigh this
dictionary as Clark did not know the language.. The
dictionary is not uaeful to ndn-native speakers and there
are problems with the alphabetic otde:ing. Clark also
changed nnd‘n orthography. :

- Paciiiqua 8 Ls.gnnmmmxnmn_tmxmgn_:s
nzmun_ll_llmn_mimme (1939) is-a very thorough
traditional gumma: written in French on the Roatigoucht
d}nlect of lucmnc. 1t pz_ovidos complete no_mina_l and
vexbu}._ plndlgmn as weli as a detalléd discussion of
Micmac grammmar. =

There have been more recent publications on Micmac.
Pidelholtz's "Micmac Morphophonemics® (1968) is a lengthy
; doctoral dilqersntlon_’i&pp:o}lnauly Sﬂb pages) which
involves the use of the eariy generative phonology El?aory
to set up rules to help ‘exphlun;ghe morphophonenics of
the Restigouche dialect of Micmac, using binary distinctive.

Eeatunl.. v “ ‘

Data has been collected from some of the last speakers

of Tewfoundland Micmac 80 that even though the language may ,



3
now be considered extinct it can still be studied.
Research‘has been conducted.on Newfoundlgnd chma’ﬁ since
1969, resulting in publications by John Hewson and in two
theses by graduate students:of 'Memoualwv.ln].vuaity of
Newfoundland. Alan Humber's 1971 thesis v‘uuventitle‘d

'Asbecca of Verb Morphology in Newfoundland Micmac" and

Russell Bragg 8 thesis, "Some Aspaccs of the Phonology of .

Newfaundland Micmac® _was presented in 1976.
Metallic and Delisle have put togethez a preliminary

version of a Micmac grammar entitled *Micmac Teachlng

,Grammar"” which consists of 20 lessons. This preliminary

- version was presented in 1976. \ '

s
\
Proulx's "Micma¢ Inflection" (1978) is a doctoral

dissertation which, as the title indicates, deals with

inflections in Micmac. Proulx discusses verbs, nouns and
pronouns and pges,enta 115;5 qf paradignms.

A recent contribution to Micmac publications is the
Micnac Lexicon (1983) by Metallic and DeBlois. One
section of the lexicon is Micmac-English, while the other

.is English-Micmac.

The mainsgources Of data for this thesis are the
0 .

materials collected from the _speakers of Newfoundland

Micmac by John Hewson.and Alah Humber, and re-transcribed

4
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materials from Pacifique's grammar that have been checked
by native speakers. ‘.

g



1.1 or thog:aphles

The .soynd system of Micmac can be represented sche-

matically as can be seen in Table 1.1 -below.

::anlu..l.mmac_nund_su_:gm

- »
Consonants v '
Plosive ' P t k q !
Fricative = - 8 ‘ : N
Affricate | '
Nasal - m n
Later;ﬂ. 1 - i
: SN ;
Vowels . X
i 1
e e: ' '
: a. a:

! . -

. /9/- is often heard as a fricative . The fact that
there are plosive pronunciations indicates that in terms
of the system of the language /q/ ‘is a pl’osive.

There have been seve:al different attempts to represent

this sound system and therefore there are several different

* orthographies used in wrlting the Micmac language; these

wi;l be displayed in Table 1.2 below, which is based on
Fidelholtz 1876. ‘




chart

De.B. Rand Pac. Pr.’ F1 F2
i i1 e, Y 1 § ey
L e i Y eeeld T 4. T3
e e e 92 11 e & e e,d e
jer et S aEi 6@ . e: & @
i “a .a> .2 d,82% ;a - a ‘. ad
;“‘ a: a' a a,8/3,%) ) 3 a:. 3 a
o | o -, 0 3,0 \‘B',o_ ‘ ° o o
r L.H ~o!' L) 3 - '5,0 o: ' 3 o
u u u 00,388 ° u u u o
' . 1Y 00 ,(8%) 0,0,5  u: U u ' o
El 8 ] e 4 ? !
- P P P B P » e P
t . t t,d t t S
k k g keg .fs k g 9
q q 37 krg 3 x a3
L I 3 feehs 8 A
8 s S H s s s 8
’ 1 B 1 1 1 1 1 1 )
m m m m n m m m
n n n - n . n n n -
¥ b4 i yoi’ i ¥ vyl oy
SR w w w,00. - 80 "W Wt w
. o




ABBREVIATIONS
Mc. = Micmac phonemes

Fr.—-Sm. = Frangis-smith

De,B'. = DeBlo}ﬁE}v: .
Pac. = Pacifique

Pr. = Proulx L

Fl = Fidelholtz's earlier system

F2 = Fidelholtz's later system -
( ) '= less frequently used .

There are problems with some ;':f these arthogzaphies:
Pacifique's oxthog{aphy is underdifferentiated and cannot
be relied on for, vowel quantity or quality. There are
many ‘éxamples of Pacifique's failures to mark 'the length

on his vowels. -

alasotmatigd ulnsqtma'ti'kw "we (incl.)‘ pray"
nestemotigd nestmu'ti'kw "we (incl.) understand"

* Pacifique was not consistent with regards to vowel
lengths but there are times when the length is-marked.
Racifique Erancis-Smith
nestemotIigs nestmu'ti'kw "we (incl) understand”
nestemtitjig nestmu'tijik "they understand"

His underdiffelentauon can be seen in his use -of
the letter o"to represent / 0, O3y U, Uz, W / and_his use
of & to represent / e:, e, 9/.

\



nestemotiek nestmu'tiyek  "we (excl.)understand"

te’latsc;lr.rge teluisulti'kw "we (incl.) are called” —

i * ngois- pkvil "my son"
. géghu.n g "“kewhtn - - "you are hungry”
. meﬁltor; . /menn't:u'n ——2you temcv:/(f; .
teloisi ' - | teluisi "I am called® )
<sep ° -sp ' ' "preterite ending” '
-mkesgn N . ﬁfkégln_, . "moccasin” )

*° There iu‘:e also problems with tile‘ Rand orN:gogxap‘hy
xln that in; some areas he overdifferentiates while in
other areas he underdifferentiates. : )

There are many examples of overdifferentation in

Rand's orthography. He uses a and & to represent /e/.
! i ygier

Rand _Francis-Spith B ;
kikpEsdk kikpesag  ~ "it rains®
péjoo’ - peju "codf4sh" -
" He yses i, 8, & and o to represent /a/. -
5 | Erancis-Snith B}
= i "éleeg‘u’mooch apli'kmuj "rabbit",
kikp&s8k kikpesag it rains”
kakakooch ka'qagwe]j ’ "‘c;'w" ‘ ! .
KkuLooswdkil klusu; . *word" o \
/ L
Y f . .
- d T
.' L 2 5 : - .
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Rand also overdifferentiates in his rep.resentau\m

“of the consonants."

. Band : " Erancis-snith |

b-p booksoogit L pﬁkaukﬁl: "firewood"-
¢« piskowa . pe skevey "gun® )
t-d koodpoode e . kutputi . 'aen'-.' .

<" toopse. A :y "nlder I:ua'
,These distinctions are :edundn in Hicmac as volcing 18

not diatinctive._

Rand underdifferentiates when he uses 00 Enx /u, u-/.

A —\ ~
Band . ExangiscSuith .

“mooin § mui'n’ . N "bear® . W
ltnooch 4 i14mu'j *dog”

Also Rand's spelling with a, aa, i:’§ ‘and & show,

some cqnfusion and .they lack an inner consistency.

T re a‘ie po major problems vitl_: the, orthographies

of DeBloia,'l;:oulx. Fidelholtz or Francis-Smith. Each of ~

them marks yowel length with a different symbol (ex. a',

A, & 6r a:) and has a d!,ffe:e‘nt :apuunt_ntio_nvf.b: 5/

]

"’ ¢
(eX. %, &,9 or ') but these diffezenlea are not problematic.
'

There are some diffnrg‘ncée l‘n ‘the way in vhtqh the .

consonants are np:eaented. DeBloig and Mdo‘iholt:
continue the txnditlonnl position of Paclﬂque of - ulnsq g

to stand for~ the velar plosive while Pnnuln-;nlth und
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Proulx use the %voiceless counterpart k as voicing is not

o distinctive. T _

'The phoneme /q/ ;s repz‘éaent_ed in dii‘ierent ways in
the orthographies. Pacifique and }ideiholtz's later
system use §, a tudith;nal symbol also adopted by DeBlois.
Francis-Smith and Pidelhél‘tz‘s earlier syar.er‘n both use g
and Proulx ‘uae'a' x. There is a problem with Rand in
that he uses eithe: ,k or g and he also’ uses k and g for

“/k/ which means that he did not distinguish /k/ from /q/.
. ‘ There-are also several different :epusentutions for
i /&/. The traditional symbol ;j used by Paclfiqun has- now
I . Do .. .been generauy simplified to j.

( Before dealing with the orth e repr ations
of“tt‘ue glides it is important to gain an unde':atnnding of
.the problem of the glides ?nd—h‘lgh vowelﬁ.s in Micmac.

The problem with w and y is dealt with in Hewson!s

1988 axucie "Micmac C cl ". Native B,
"of Micmac claim that’ the use of w and y°in the orthography

of the'language is unnecessary and this indicates to the'

lingulst that ‘the ‘native speaker feels that ([w] and [yl

are auophonea of some other phoneme.
g Traditional czthnqraphles xeptesent the glides with
. vmlel symhols. Rand uses either the glide or the vowel
’ 4 gymbola vhilg Pacifique 'uses the vowel symbols and 8.
;rhll leads :o—tha requirement to test the obvious hypothesis

!,.
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that [\ly] is an allophone of the Mgh_tront ,vowel (1/ and
[w] is an.allophone of- the high back vouel. /'u}. The
traditional oxth}guphleé and- the, feelings of the native
speakers indicate that &is. could be the case (Hewson
1980:115) . N\
There are ‘two phonological methods which can be used
in testing this hypothesis: simple segmental phonology
. and phonélogy \’vh_ich t;akes into a‘ccount the structure of
the syliabl.e.v . - .
Simple s’eglgentul; pho;lc;}ogy tends to lgnoxe'the

uylliﬁle‘; it only takes into acc_ount the immediate

environment. If data involving the. high vowels and -
o 3

SN «
glides ip lighc,,p observed using this method the result -

/ S .
will be that they will appear to be separate phonemes.

/'gq:au'u/ ) " [padaudi] “tabie®
' Jawti/ [aw?ti] “road, path®

/ /wekaikik/' : [wlgiyfgxﬁ] "they are angry”
_/eyp'k/ . " ley?kik] _“they are”

(Hewson 1988:118)
It is this data which led to the postulating of [w]

and [y] as distinct segmental phonemes. The glides and

their corresponding h'igh vowels are obln:vnﬁly different

sounds and in ‘'segmental éhonology they occur in the same

environment. Therefore ‘.r.he conclusion is that they are
o " A

separate phonemes. 2 .
. N -
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Using this method qne»would also have to set up
distinct phonemes for the syllabic and non-syllabic forms
of the other son‘otants as they are also observably different
_sounds occurripg in the same environment. Thus there
would be /1/, /1/, /n/, /n/,./n/ and /n/. This solution
of setting up three more new phonemes woule obviously
unacceptable  to native speakers.

The other method which can be used to test the
hypothesis which states ‘that the glides axe allophones of
the corresponding high vowels is the one which takes into
account the ayllvabic ‘structure and not just the segmental .
environment. The Micmac syllable“has three potential
elements: ’ !

1. a non-syllabic onset
2. a syllabic core . . -
3. a r{on-'syllabic :;oda R , -

(Hewson 1988:117) _

Glides and vowels are observably different but when
the syllabic structure is- taken into account it can be
seen that they occur ‘in different environments. - In fact,
‘lu] and ‘[w] are in complementary distribution ar‘:c} lll and
[yl .are also in complementary dist‘:ibl;tion when one tnkeg
into account the syllabic structute: The roul!.c allophones,

“lu] and [i], occur only in the syllabic core while the
‘glh’io allophones, [w] ahd [yl occur in the non-syllabic

. ‘

4 4
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(consonantal) onset or coda of the syllable. This u'
also the case for the other sonorants, as the syllabic
forms {1, m, n] occur in the syllabic core and the non-
-syllabic forms [1, m, n] occur in the non-syllabic onset
or vcoda. i
These results are backed.up by the native speakers'
intuitions a‘bout their own language wt‘\lch should also be
taken into account when studying a language's sjsténfs.
The sonorants sometimes neéql to be marked by .an
" apostrophe (ex. mal'tew) as with 1', m' and n'. If
consistency were tobe- followed in the orthography then
the situation would be u for [w], i for (yl, u' for [u]
and i' for lll.l This would lead to confusion as the
apo’strophe i;; sometimes used to indicate vowel length.
The best solution is thus to use u und,£ for the syllabic
vowels and w and y for the non-syllabic glides. This
solution 'Lé found in the orthographies of Francis-Smith, :
'Proulx and Fidelholtz's later sylfel. v
In the more recent o(thcg’rnphun, different uymhol’sY
are used to represent the syllabic and nonjsyllabic forms.
{ul - u. * o
Twl - w
[i] - 4
Wl -y 7
11] -'1' (after a vowel) . N



ny -1
gl - m* (Sfter a vowel)
(m - m
[p]l - n' (after a vowel)
tnl - n

These distinctions are made in the orthography for
the sake of the learners of Micmac .50 as to avoid mis-
pronunciations. A native speaker knows intuitively what

form is to’ be used in what environment; consequently the

‘speaker. .

The Francis-Smith q;th_oguphy will be used in this
thesis as it is the a:chog:Qphy which has been chosen by
the Conne River Band in Newfoundland for papers and

publications sponsored by them and has consequently become
—

the accepted orthography.for Newfoundland Micmac. Also,

the data collected by Hewson, which is the main source of
data for this thesis, is written in the Prancis-smith

orthography.

or ical dif are not'so ry for the native.




1.2 sSpellings .

.In this thesis I have chosen to spell Algonkian and.
not Algonquian. The spelling with -quian is French and
it should be remembered that ti'le traditional’ pronunciation
has always been -kian. The use of the -quian spelling
leads to a‘spelli,ng’ pronunciation of -kwiln (Hewson
1978a:vii).” Bloomfield used the -quian spelling while
Sapir used the -kian spelling nné this spelling division
is still .evident in the followers of these two linguists.

I have also chosen to spell Maliseet and not Malecite,

~this .latter being the French spelling which also results

in misleading spelling pronunciations.: The use’ “of t|

Engllsh spelling prevents these m'lépronunciations.
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1.3 Historical phonology
Micmac is the most divergent of the Eastern Algonkian
1 An ng of the phonological‘ evolution

9 ¥
of Micmac E:om’PA is required before the mofphological

developménts can also be understood. Once the historical
phonoiagy is understood it can be seen that Migmac.is not
as; d'{vexgen\: as it first appears.. :

The .following summary of Hewson's (1973) article

’ 'P:oto Algonki.-:n .Reflexe's in Micmac® will provide the

basis of the phonological evulution. There were some
gaps in the data in this earlier grticle and .some of
these have been discussed in Hewson's 1983 article entitled
"Some Micmac Etymologies'.‘ These correspondences discussed
in this later article will be noted,
;l‘he consonant co::espc;ndences are:

*p>p

*E D>t

*k > k or q

*E> s

. *m

*s > 8 . . R
*%>c

*8 >
*1 >

*n >




fy.>y . : .
W ow .

Proto-Algonkian also had a set of consonant clusters.
InMicmac the prenasalized clusters generally lost the nasal.
*mp > p ’
*nt >t
"nlf >k
*ns >.s
‘A *ns > s i h e
& > & % ' s . o8 T . .
*ne > ”' ' .

*nl > § (Hewson 1983:302)

P:e‘aspirated consonant ‘€lusters are reduced to a
simple voiceless consonané in Micmac.

*hp >
9 F
*ht > )

*hk

oG

%

*hc >
> s
>

T

*he > s s ¥
“Preglottalized consonant clusters are.'also reduced

5 . SN

to a simple voiceless consonant in Micmac. : j 5

">t y y : " .

¥

*E > &
-




*?8 >

23>

*20 >

*?1 > § (Hewson 1983:301-302)

*s. other consonant cluster correspondences are:

*xk >

*ek > sk

*xp >

L *sk > sk

*Bk >

*¥p.>. sp .
There is insufficient evidence of cognates to establish
reflexes of *st, *tk, *hl and *Ep.

The vowel correspondences are

*e: >
*a: >
*: >
*o: >
*e

*a

v v v

#,
*0 >

*ward>

s

a

k

P

k

e
a

i

u

o

18

The five long vowels of Micmac are generally the

)

ot
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result of vowel contractions especially *VhV, *VyV and

*VwV as can be seen in the following examples.

*-aya-, *-iha-, *iyi-, *-ihi-, *-iya- > i:
*-ehi- > e:
*-aha-, *-awaha- > a:
*-owi, *-awi- > o:
*-iya-, *-iwi, *-awa- > u; 3

(Hewson 1973:158) .
3 In some cases the long yowels -of Micmac are from the
PA long vbwels"withouﬁ any conditioning as can be seen 11:1
the following .e—xumplea s *kizla.> ki'l a’nd *ni:la >
ni'n. It appears to be the case that the PA long vowels
are préserved in Hicm;c mono-syllabic words. At other times
the long vowels can be explained through lnﬁeznal recon-

struction.
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CHAPTER TWO
ANIMATE INTRANSITIVE AND INANIMATE INTRANSITIVE VERBS
\ :
1

L]

2.8 Introduction & f
All verbs in the Algonkx,an lanquages fit 1nto four major
utegodes fundamentally based on distingtions of transitivity
- and animacy. Before .entering into a detailed discussion_
. “of any one of the verbal categones a descziption should
first pe given of . the general features of the Algonkian

verbal system. " i, J

The intransitive verbs are divided into those which

: !
are used for action by an animate subject, ‘the animate
intransitive verbs (AI), and ‘those which are used for
action by an inanimate subject, the inanimate intransitive

verbs (II). With these verbs the agreement is with the

gender of the subject (Goddard 1967:66). . : ¥

The transitive verbs are aivided into those which are
used for action on an animate goal,’the transitive animate
verbs (TA), and those whith are uded for action on an
inanimate goal, the transitive ;inanlmate verbs (TI)
(Goddard 1967:66) .

There is also another catego:y of verbs known as the

psaudo-tunaitive verbs (ps'l‘l). Bloomfield provides a
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®

good description of ‘the psTI verbs in his Sketch. . He

states that,

... some intransitive verbs are used habituall~-
y with implied goals thus M menuah

is intr. in form, but in general makes sense
only with a pseudo-object... (Blodmfield 1946:95).

These verbs are grammatically much/like the AI- but they

have a semanncally implied ob;ecﬁ. which is why ehey are

% 2

classified as psTI verbs. -

Each of the four verbal categories has characteristics .

distinct to the position.it holds within the Algonkian

R vetbal system. Algonkian verbs are either transitive or

(a) transitive verbs A . 2l

mtxansu:;ve and this marking is done morphologically
within the verb. There are four classes of finals each
with their own characteristic set of inflectional endings
and i,t is these finals which distinguish whether a verb

is transitive or intransitive as can b; seen in the

" following examples.

——

"to ask for' .
~ .

TA kelu = 'm = Kk
root final  inflection
v
"speak" TA

"I ask for him"

The £inal in Micmac is from the PA TA final *-m- 'By speech"



22
TI kelu d t - m
' root final inflection °

. "speak"  TI

"I ask for it" S
The £inal in Micmac is from the PA TI final *-nt- "by speech”

(b) ;Lnf.nr‘\siti’ve verbs -
“*tT be big;' ’
Al .mes - kil - K *

root, AI final inflection * -
"big" " "shape" ~
"he is bi:g" e

The final in Micmac is from the PA AI firal *-eki®(e)-

(erroneously given as *-eke®e in Bloomfield (1946:118) ]

II mes - ki’ -k
root II final inflectio’n B
"big" "ghape"

"it is big" )

.

", ¢ The £inal in Micmac seems to be an innovation. Bloomfield

jes *-ya- as the corresponding II final.

7 L/ )
thin tl erbal categories the number of positions

in the paradigms varies. The 'A‘A'bazasmm is much more

complex than the others as all persons (both singular and.'

plural) can be both subjects and objects. Thé TA verb
] ;
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agree{yit}\\ two persqns, the actox and- the goal, apd
therefoze shows the richest vaxiety of lnflec:lonul forlns.
The II is the one with the leasc number of famntions
(posltionsl’ as it has only ‘B:d person forms. The I{
verbs have an inanimate subject and can thus oply have
3rd person fonns sim:e 1st and 2nd pe:aons necessarily
tepxeaent animates.

) The AI, the Ti and the psTI ve:bal paudlgma fit in
between the TA and the II in size and tha three of’ :hem
have basxcally the same numbeér of fomutions In the AL
there is no object and in the Tl the object can on].y be
3rd person. The psTI has an lmpll_ed object so it todé has
the same n-umbe: of formations. T

The canomcal shape of the Algonkinn vetb is as
follows: (pe:sonal p:efix) + (preverb 1) + (preve:b 2)" +
root + (medial 1) + (medial 2) + (fipal) + 1nflactiqne.

_ The® brackets indicate Dptionallty\_(ﬂgwsqn 1974:308) .

’rhe compulsory parts of the verb, are r.he root and the
inﬂections The format can ‘be ‘seen clearer 1n tha
following example from Proto-Algonkiafi a.nd/ its Hicmac
cognate. it si}o‘ul_d be noted that the.PA foim is ’«:haqqad _.
conjunct form: - *we:li is :hé changed form of 'v(exi., the

first. preverb in the word.. e -
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PA
‘we:l?- a:nexk - a:p - am - ekw - esi "~ .te
prefix ‘preverb root final inverse ﬂl)ul 1}{&___
"300d" "in ‘'sequence” "see® TA marker  AI
\(bnaea on Bloomfield:1946)
Micmac:
weli - ank _’—.m - K. -. si° = t
preverb preverb TA root inverse i final infl. b
'gooé' "in 'slequenca_" "gee" marker “ @I
wii 3 (Hewson 1983:385) ¢
"he is good to look at"
In ‘the }A orm, there a‘xe' two .p:werb:s *-a:nexk- »

an‘d. 'we;l’-. wlucmac, weli- is a true ‘prev‘erb, and
-ank--‘should be éorpidered part of the verbal root as can
be seen in in the pair a'nkan-’jn and ankapt- TI see, and
-am- (é‘-lpt-bd?) not occur as roots. B

There is also a problem with trying to give a label

to the inverse marker as it occupln the poliunn of a

.. secondary final but it cannot stand alone. - It must be

followed by an appropriate AI final.

There are Aluo some problema with trying to discern
whare to Wake the d!.vinlons in the verb in Micmac. It is
difficult to know wﬁa;a to nake the diviuon between the
raQt and the final al PA *-a:p- + =-am- gives -an? in

Micmac, by the following evolution: '-axpnn-.> -apam- >
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-apm- > —am-. Perhaps one should define -am- and -apt-
as concrete finals in modern Micmac, attached to the root
ank-. . )

The stem is any combination that beqin‘s w;‘h a root
or preverb and ends with a final. 'The inflectional
endingn Eollow the stem, and the pe:sonal prefixes (when
they are used) precede the stem (Bloomftl.eld 1946:103-123).

The medial is also an important element in the Algonkian

verb. In the following examples {t will be seen that the.

medra.(q are basically lexical items,” many of them being.

al'so c‘ieverb‘a}. noun “ﬁs“ . . . ) "
*ke:p - it - a:xkw - awie- - -

reot  medial - medial £inal  inflection

"block® "transverse" "solid" = TA N

Micmac: © o T :

kep - -ij - (oqw‘ = a'l - g

root  medial medial final inflection

*—~fplock" "transverse" - "solid" TA

° TA verb "to block, to plug"-
N ; E e
*ki:s - g;xkﬁ -eswi - _—_
root medial{ AT final inflection

"£inish® "solid" "by heat" Lo




2 “h .
! Y
PR
\ Micmac:
kis - o3 - s - '___

root medial AI final inflection

"finish" "solid™ "by-heat"
AI verb "already cooked"

26
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2.1 The AI and II verbal qa:ego:x}\
Two "of these categfv_rieg, the AI and the II, will be
dealt with together because of the simua:it.{e; which
they share. They often have similar finals.
The AI and II verbs can be morphologically divided up
into two basic categories - those which end in a stem
+ final vowel and those which end in a stem final n:;)nsonunt. '
) There are four poss’ibl’e stem final vowels in Micmac
which can bé seen in the following examples.
) AI . II

-i- teluisit "he is called"- teluisik "it is called"

-a'- ika't “"he arri‘ses" ika'q "it arrives"
‘a- nepat "he sleeps" r.lepaq "it sleeps"
-er ekwitamét "he fishes" - ekwitamek "it fishes"

There are also stem final consonant® as can be seen

#n the following exarﬁpi\eh.
LY o AL ° n
pekisink "he comes" pekisk "it comes"
% meskilk  "he is bié" kelu'lk "it is beautiful”
\ pemitk "it flows"

These stem £inal vgwels and conson;nts remain constant
throughout the éingula: a‘navdual formations in the paradigm
but there is often variation h; the plural formations.

Anot;he: similarity shared by the AI and the II (and

also the TI) verbal categories is the presence of a
. &
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dual-plural di;tinction. The,’i‘l\ daes not have this
distinction possibly because of the complexity whi_ch
ai:eady exists within the TA category. The Micmac dual is
not a dual like .r.he duFl which exists in some Im;o-Eumpean
languages where it is ‘usedA to refer to two objects and

e two objects only. 1In Micmac a more descriptive term for
_the-dual would be the "internal® plural or collective, where

- this ig;m is used'fo( plurality yithin a single close-knit
group which forms a unit, P as members of' the family.

An example of this is the dual for.m_p;lsiyoq meaning "you
(plural) gopff .in a si‘ngle boat"™. The true plural can

be referred to as an *external” plural to indicate the

contrast. This "external" plural is used for. plurality
o;lt:a‘ide ‘qf_ the sing}]@x group, An example of this is the
plural flom pusyltiyog meaning "you (plural) go off in
different ’boats"’. The dual form  is used for the single
group while the plural is used for the more diverse group
(Hewson 1982:213) . P
.This so-called Micmac dual is historically derived
f‘rom the PA plural wheze{a_n’_t‘tgg Micmac plural forms are
‘also derived from the 'ﬁ;’“ plural with the addition of the
PA secondary final ¥_etwi- which is the PA marker of
reciprocal action, 'and may be added to 1TA stems. The
examples of a TI'dual and plural following are typical.
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N d §
PA plural *etki - nt - am oy erkw -
root TI final TI theme infl.
- 3
"count” "mental" 2nd pl.

>
Micmac dual ekitmog "you (dual) count it (inan)"
There is a problem with deriving the Hiénac inflection
. "
-oq from the PA’inflection *e:kw 'but the remainder of the

form is derivable.

PA plural *e:ki'= t - amaw -  etwl -  e:kw
mor‘ TI final TA final AI final infl.
i count" "mental®™ two goal reciprocal 2nd pl.

Micmac plural ekitmu'tiyog "you (pl.) count it (inan.)"
. Once again there is a problem with deriving the
Micmac inflectinn -oq fzom the PA inflection *e:kw but
the remainder of the chmac form is derivable from the PA
form. .

Acco:dinq‘ to 'Pacxf_ique (1939:154) some AI verbs have
two dual paruqlgms_ that can be seen in verbs like pemigt
"to move alox;:g" which hus_one dual paradigm meaning "to

_move alz;:ng on wavter' and gnod‘:e\ dual puadigni meaning
"to move along on land". This distinction is found Y ly
in the dual formation of verbs that have the E;nalZ:e-
meaning "sn;ooth motion®. . This distinction will be‘sseh/
in Table 2.1 below where the entire Independent Indul:ative

Present paradigm of the verb pemiet yill bc displayed to
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indicate how the distinctions of person are made within

the verb..
Table 2.1 - Dual paradigms
Sg.1 pemiey
.5g.2 pemien
5g.3 pemiet
Dual 1l(incl.) peml’e‘yikw
. Dual 1l(excl.) pemieyuk
Dual 2 . pemicyoti‘
bual 3 .. pemiejik
I
-~ Du_‘al 1(incl.) pemia'ti'kw
Dual 1l(excl.) pemia'tiyek
Dual 2 pemia'tiyog
Dual 3 pemia'tijik
Pl.1(incl.) pemita'yikw
Pl.1l(excl.) pemita'yek
Pl1.2 pemita'yoq
P1:3 pem}ta'jik

"I move along"
"you move along"

"he moves along” .

"we move along on water" .

"we move along on water"

"you move along on water™ .

"they move along on ‘;ater'
- & 5
"we move aiong on 1:16'
‘t(e move along.on land"
"you move along, on land" &
‘i:hey move Alo.ng on land"
X .
"we move along" -
"we move along"
"you move along"

"they move along"

»
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2.2 Indei)endent indicative present N )

Because of the variation displayed in the AI and IT
verbs as a xe/;ult of the stem final vowels, it is ubeful
to display the forms schematically, using V to indic;lte
the p‘resence of the stem final vowel in order to allow
fc;r a g’ene:alized discussion of the AI and II pa:adigms..
These paradigms are éhwn in Table 2.2.

Table 2.2 - AI and II i indicative present

Az . i 4
Sg.1 “.-vy(an)

"sg.2 . -vn R ’
5¢.3 © -vt ) -Vk

- Dual 1(incl.) =Vyikw
Dual 1(excl.) -Vyek

Dual 2 ' -Vyoq

Dual 3 . =Veik * s -Vk}
Pl.1(incl.) .- -V(1)tizkw

P1.1(excl.) T -V(l)tiyek ,
Pl.2 =-V(1) tiyoq )
.3 V(1) ticik -veikl

N

The Sg.l form.has (-an) bracketed to indicate that

this part of the ending is not always found in Micmac.

It occurs whensanother infléctional element.follows as in

patkuisianik "I am called after them" the basis of which

f



32
is patkuisi "I am called ;fter", corresponding \% teluisi
"I am called thus".

The Dual 1(1nc1 ) t{){ti%n ending -Vyikw-is found
‘in Micmac as the endmg of verbs which o:iginally had a
long stem final vowel in PA. The form -i:kw is t‘he
resultant derivation of the fazmsvwhim}_iginally had a

short i stem final vowel.

The use of the-form -Vyikw, wh1 vincludes a -y-
‘element, in the paradigm above shows)the “similarities
with the other paradigmatic forms which have a -y- as can
be seen in the following dual féxms: \
Dual 1(incl.)  -yikw Y
Dual 1(excl.) -yek \
Dual 2 ~-yoq §

The -y- is a .common element, inherited f:;;y the PA, that
links the vowel of the stem with the vowel of‘r_he inflection.

The form -Vyikw will be used fr‘om here " on as this is
the one found with stem final vowel “ra- as in amalkayikw

"we(incl.) dance" and stem fina} “vowel -e- as in elukweyikw
"we (incl.) work" Verbs with stem final -i- have the
inflectional ending -i:kw as in teluisi:kw "we (incl.) are
called", obviously derived from -iyikw by conttactio‘n

(=iyikw > =i:kw).

There will be- further discussion of'the derivations--

- #
involving theme vowels later.in.this chapter.




2.2.11 The AI Verb

The Micmac independent indicative present is derived

“from the PA’ conjunct mode and this will bg’_ seen in the

following derivatidns. For these deti/v/ationa the PA
conjunct endings are ’Erc{g\ Bloomfield (195/6).
As-will be seen in Table 2.3 belmr, Micmac does not

/

always display the expected foms./ /

Table 2.3 - PA AI conjunct

al N PA AI Conjunct / ,,’/ Micmac Independent
Sg.l - *-ya:n -y(an)
ng.2 . . '-y:x; ) -n

ég. 3 =t ) ‘ -t
Dual’l(excl.) *-yankw | / -yikv
Dugl 1(incl.) *-ya:nk -yek
Dual 2 *-ye:kw .- -yoq'
Dual 3 *-¥ik J ~Eik
Pl.1l(excl.) '-etwgyankw iskw
Pl.1l(incl.) *-etwi-ya:nk ~tiyek
Pl1.2 . *-etwi-ye:kw ’ -tiyoq

P1.3 | *-etwi-¥ik -tiik

‘For the purpose of simplicity the stem ELn}l vowel
has been omitted from most of the discussion of derivations.

Each stem f£inal vowel has a different origin in PA and
L]
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there is also variation within the stem final vowel in
the plural formation.

Singular Forms \
*-ya:n > -y(an) )
R e / . =n
*a:' > a " " 5 L
*n >n ¥ L i ‘.
" Micmae displays the expected. outcome f:or;: the PA ending.
2 _—
*-yan > -n i ¥
With the derivation of the Sg.2 form the dlscus\aio_n.
of specific stem final vowels will be included as they
play an importarf® role. Derivations using the four
possible stem final vowels with an explunation. will beﬂ
displayed below. '
Stem final -i- from PA *-i-.
) ‘-1yah > =i:n > -in & .

This change shows a normal contraction of PA *-iya-
>-i:-. For this type.of contraction to occur the vowels
on both sides of t;;:;- have tqgbe short.” This contraction
had. to ocdur :uly enough in the phonological evolution of
Micmac that the *-i:- would have been affécted by the vowel

shortening rule which resulted in P >-1-.- Similar

!‘/‘ 9, vl



contractions are predictable from the evolution of other "~
vowels. *
Stem final -i-‘ from PA *-i:-. -
*-i:yan > -iysn > =iyn > -in )

1 2 3
Stem final -a- from PA *-a:-,
*-&:yan > -ay3n > -ayn > -an 4 S 4

e ¥ TR E2N /
Stem ‘Einal -e- from PA *-e:-.
*-e:y’an > -eyan > -eyn- > -en

-1 % 2 3

The fo‘:ms which originally had a long stem final
vowel in PA“’Ie;ﬂ‘. through a different set of stages than
did th‘ose forms which ‘oxiginany had a short <stem final
vowel. The short vowel allowed for a contraction with
the yod whereas when there is a long vowel on either side
of the yod in the form this contt:ction cannot occur.
Therefore the derivation of the forms with an -original
long® stem final vo;lel did ;xot 1n61ude a contraiuon with
yod. Vo . ’
Step 1 involves two difiaze:: changes whlch quite

possibly occurred simultaneoua‘ly.‘ The long vowel ‘was
shortened/(*=1:= > i, #-ai= > -a-, and *-ei= > -e-) and

the vowel after Ehe'-y- was reduch to schwa (*-a- >3).
. Cnr
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Step 2 involves the loss of schwa (-3- > @) which is
a normal phonological development in un‘stxesgﬁd syllables.

Step 3 involves the loss of the *-y- before the -n-.

By Eollowlt;g these steps one can see the development
of the Micmac f’oms and the role which the distinct stem
final vowels play. ) |
s S
*—t > -t “"'\ T o
'l‘hla is the expected xesult. |

It is l:o be noted that thexe—arg also verbs \.vhi-x:h ’
have -k as the Sq.3 person inflection as in pekisink ﬂ:he
comes™ and meskilk "he is big". Such gtem: had *k as a
3rd person conjunct inflection in Proto-Algonkian and can
therefore be derived from Broto-Algonkian *k.

}:he -nk cluster which remains in Mi¢mac in the form
pekl-sink needs qxpulning as nasal clusters were simplified
in the phonological evolution of PA to Micmac (*nk > k,
*mp > P, *nt > t etc.).

2" Evidence from two of the Central Algonkian languages’
will be helptul"heu. Cree and Menominee have a cluster
-hk- in the Sg.3 lnfle;:tion of the conjunét. Ellis
(1983:424) gives the conjunct epdings of ve:ba,ﬁhich. have
n-stems and the 3td person singular Lnﬂ(ecl—.ion is -hk as
can be seern in an ex‘mple such as ta“koslihk "when he

arrives". Based on the presence of -hk ih both Cree and
. ” - .

N & R

=
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Menominee it is possible to reconstruct *nk for PA. If‘
the -nk- in Micmac is derived from *nk in PA, this would % 4
be an example of paradigmatic resistance to sound change. )

Anothe: possible solution for the retaining of the
nasalized clustes‘ in Micmac would be to reconstruct an
intervening vowel (*nVk) at some point in the phonological "

, evolution. It is possible that_:x:_hg.s‘vwel was present in:

L, PA and lost ,in €he daughter uﬁguuges. If 1: never was

o:iginally present in PA it’ may ‘have been 1nauted at
soe later point in the phonological dew;elopment' (pdesibly ‘.’ !
the ' PEA staqe). .This vowel would have B?‘n eventuallyl
lost due to zqul;t/phoncloqicql chu‘nge in Micmac -
*-nek— > -nak-/z,v'r/lk-. The loss of, the vowel ‘as a rule

would have to- had to occur later than the rule which ’

eliminatés the nasal in the cluster. ot v ®
5 L ~

N Therefore there are two possible solutions to'explain . Y
the retention.of ~nk=~ ekiéinl{ in Micmac, which is not -
the result expected gular hiat/oxical evolution. N *
i te : .
\D"H] 1(4ncly) " e
*-yankw > -yikw . . f % ' . *

Her‘e Again‘r_he' specific stem Einall yowels have té be
discussed to help explain,the de‘:ivntioné.
Stem f£inal vowel -i- from ‘ t=i=
)‘-iyunkw > =i:nkw'> -i:kw )
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, This derivation involves the contraction of '-1ya'-">

and the simplification of the consonant cluster
*-nk- > -k-.

s .
Por the Micmac stem final vowels which are to be

derived from long vowels in PA this vowel can be represented '
\ 3

schematically to allow for one single derivation which
can upp).y to ull three forms. The xepnsenta‘tion-for
this long vwel w " AT

'-nyunkw > -‘f”‘nkw‘ ~Vikw [-Vyikw] ’ e
. 1 R
Step 1 lnvolves the ahoxtehl.ng of the long vowel and
the reduction to lchua oi the .vovel £ollw1ng the -y-.

* Step 2 probably 1h%1vea ch- aaahuation of * t:ha‘

chwa to the yod resulting in i (y3 > i).- This type of

imilation also occurs with sghwa Ala{n@latl‘ng with w
to give u. The schwa did.qot adsimilate with the yod in
the 2nd person singular form above. The assimilation in

this Dual 1 (incl.) form above appears to bea paradigmatic

resistance to sol.md change td preserve the nyuab].é as -

all of ih‘ other dual tn‘mu have syllables as inflections.
The singular forms do not have syllables for inflections
80 in the 2nd SJ form the dexivanon is different. Step’
2 also involves the nimpl‘kﬂcatton’ of the nasal cluster

s

*-nk=- > -iLL . % . . ..
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*-ya:nk would not give Micmac -yek.

y >y 5

2ae >m
.-

*pk > k , (expect -yak) _
There is a problep here with deriving the vvowel in

Micmac. N "\v
Dual 2 .
*-ye:kw would not giYe Micmac -yoq.
oy

te: > e

*kw > kw (expect yekw)

It is a-point of interest that there seems to hav-e
been a flip—ﬂo; or coﬂsion between the vowels in the
mial 1(excl.) and th 6ual 2 forms. If the vowels in ;:he
;A forms were' switched between the two forms there would

. ‘be n& problemwith deriving the Micmac forms. Hypothetically
the derivations would be: V )

Dual l(excl.) *-ye:nk Dual 2 *-ya:kw

~-yenk~ - ~yakw ' -
-yek -yoq

* At this point it will be helpful to the discussion to
bring it some examples of this same problem in Maliseet
and Delaqarb.’ These problems with d.rtv}tng Be\ltn‘n -

“Algonkian forms from PA forms indicate that Bloomfield's

.
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reconstructions should be reexamined and the data from
Eastern lanquages‘ used for reconstruction of common
Eastern forms. .

The problem to be dealt with here is the vowels in
Bloomfield's reconstruction oErthe Plural l(excl.) and
Plural 2 which correspond to the dual forms 1n Hi’cmac.

Bloomfield's. Fro:o Alqonkian :econsttuctions may be

compared with the Eastern data. A” . 5
L' Mictac mu.e:.: - Relaware RA’
Dual 1l(excl.) :-yek -yek -e:nkw *-ya:nk
i ,Dual 2 -yoq -yekw -e:ﬁ;\ *-yerkw

Based upon the data given above, the Proto-Eastern
Algonkian.forms can be reconstructed as follows: the PEA
form for the 1(excl.) should be *-ye:nk aé the }nflections
in the‘e three languages can be derived from this. The

derivations would then be:

Micmac and Maliseet ¢ Delaware
*-ye:nkw > -yek *-ye:nkw > -e:nkw
>y > P .
ve: > e *e: > e:
*nk ;' k + *nk > nk

» Y

The-final -w in the Delaware form is possibly paradig-
_matic analogy; if 80, we could reduce the :econsf.:uction
q’to *-ye:nk which would completely julttfy the Micﬂac\and
l\xlﬂsut forms.

-
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¥ The inflegtional ending reconstructed by Bloomfield
for the Plural does not cause any problems for the
derivations Maliseet and Delaware Eozma_. This
reconstructed *- form should be retained and in this
case the Micmac £0Tim -yoq indicates a reshaping.
' From this point on the reconstructed form of the dual
and plural 1(excl.) will be P?A '-ye:nk‘ while the dual
and plural 2 form will remhin ;x *-ye:kw.
Therefore for the Dual 1(excl.) formabove the derivation
will now-be: 3 . .
*-ye:nk > -yek .
4y 3« @ ! 4_
*e: > e
*nk > k
This is the expected result. ;
Dual 3
*-&ik > -&ik
* > &
] "> i )
*k > k g . s
This is the expected result. - (& - -
Bloomfield reconstructs *-twaa or *-waat as the
2 inflection of the 5g.3 plural of the AI conjunct (Bloomfield

1946:101) . By. using either of these reconstructed forms

it would not be possible to derive the Micmac inflections.

. ‘ .
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As *-t is the Sg.3 inflection and *-ik is the plural

marker of the verb it is posaibie to to reconstruct

*-tik > *:Zik  (*t > *¢ as a result of palatalization

caused by the Eououinq high front vowel) as the inflection
for this form. Evidence for-this *-&ik 1nf1ect!.on is also
Eouw in Cree as the 3td. person AI conjunct inflection
in Cree is -&ik (EIlis’ 1983:653).
Blural Forms . .

_The plu:ul forms in chmac are detlved’rom the PA

plural wit:h the addition of the PA secondary final *-etwi-

which indicates reciprocal action. This *-etwi- is the

origin of the -ti- element in the Micmac plural which
distinguishes the plu:al‘ from the dual as the‘ endings are
the same. - ’ A

Qhe derivation of *-etwi- to -ti- is a basic de:ivatmn
‘as follows:
*oetwi- * g -]
-3twi *e >3 . L
-t Few o> t '
-ti *3> P
Rlural l(incl.) ™.
*-etwi-yafkw > -ti:kw

-ti-yankw > -ti:nkw > -ti:kw

The derivation.of this form follows the exact same

utapn\as those followed for the Dual 1(incl.) vith a stem )

.
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final vowel -i-. The form which is derived is the expected
A
result.
Rlural l(excl,)
PEA *-etwi-ye:nk > -tiyek

-

This is the expected zesul;: as the phonological steps
, are the ‘same as those ‘for bual Liexcl.). ™
Plural 2
'-etwi—-ye kw would not give -tiyoq
(expect -ﬂziyeku)

.
The same problem exists in the derivation of this

P form as existed in‘the corresponding Dual form.

Rlural 3
*-etwi-&ik(i) > -ticlk
This is the expected result and again the det!vntionul

steps are the same as those for the Dual 3 form.

i
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2.2.12 The II Verb

The, II Independent is a reflex of the PA Conjunct

and the respective paradigms of seach will be displayed
below, in Table 2.4.

Table 2,4 = PA II conjunct
Pl PA II Conjunct Micmac II Independent
. ?g.B /'-k i -k
i s Dual 3 *-k-ali, i -k1
PLB. 7 *-etwi-k-ali . T -ti\kl
DERIVATIONS
sﬂ‘} .
*~k >k ’
This is the expected result. .
Dual 3°
*-kald > -kl
*%k > k
Ctal >el > 1 s
\ final vowel lost' x
A This is the expected zesu].‘t. \
BL3
; *-etwi-kali -> -tikl
% . /‘-atvi > <t . y
R s k> Tk

+al >3l > 1

v




final vowel lost

This W resuit.
mmmmz;ﬁamznmmmums

The Micmac independent indicative present corresponds
to the indicative conjunct of the other Eastern Algonkian
1anguages, as will be seen in the correspondences in the
mfleccmnal endxngs in Table 2.5 below.

. The plural forms in these other EA 1ang|}§gss are
*equivalent to the Micmac dual because it .is the M.icmac
dual with the addition of *-etwi- which eni‘]gr up as the
Micmac piuzal, It should be noted that -a dua}-pluxal
distinction has been attested for Maliseet but it was not
included in the data given by Leavitt and Francis 1983.
_}\ccoxding to the‘i.x da;:a it is the Maliseet plural morphology
whj.ch corresponds to the Micmac dual morphology. '

\Another" nimilazity (besides the endings) between the

Micmaq lndependent indicatxve and the Delaware and Hnuseeg ’

conjunct is of course the absence of pe:sonal preiixes.—

In the EA 1anguages (excluding Micmac) the Xndependent
indicative forms have personal -prefixes whe(eaa the
conjunct fo:‘ms do not. The Micmac independent indicative
: has no personal prefixes. '

This EA}»e‘vl\dence indicates that the H;cmac Ar__(.zie_;n.dent

indicative comes\frqm the PA conjunct. .
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Table 2.5 - _EA corr d of the Micmac A
Delaware Maliseet Micmac
sg.1 -a:m < - —7,,;.;'\ -Vy(an)
Sg.2 -an -Vyin .= =Vn W~
5.3 -t -Vt g -Vt
Pl.1l(incl.) ‘-e:nkv ~Vyikw =Vyikw
) Pl.l(excl.) —e:inkw -Vyek -Vyek
Pl.2 Serkw -Vyekw ~Vyoq
PL.3 -orhtit -Vhtit/-vik  -Vvéik
- -
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2.3 Preterite and dubitative

Pacifique's paradigm for what he calls the Indicatif
Passé is in fact made up of at least two separate paradigms
(the Preterite and the Dubitative). Paciféque makes the
statement, '

Quand i1 Yy a deux ou~plusieurs 'ormes pour une

. méme persoring, la premidre est considérée comme

la plus usitée? A la 3e, penig est plus expressif

que seni celle-ci semble renfermer un doute

ou une h tation; la premiédre eat plus affirm-
ative... (Pacifique 1939:68).

al

This statement indicates that éa_cifique v;as aware of !
ti-ne di‘stinction !;etween an af‘fimative past. tense (the
preterite) and a past tense which involves doubt’or
hesitation (th¥ dubitative). According to his statement,
in his paradigms the first form should be the preterite
whereas the second'fom should be the dubitative. This __
is not always the case and “sometimes 1eud§ to ‘confusion.
Confusion is -also caused by the fact that Pacifique.
sometimes 1nc1ud‘es a third form.

In his article."Aspects of Micmac Intrqnaitive‘
Animate Inflection" (1979) Watson. Williams'gives these
two separate paxadigms and this was an aid ir\ distinguishing
the inflections given by Pacifique. By uslng Jboth Williams

and Pacifique as data bases the two pn:adiqms can Ke

presented as Eolluws (Table 2.6.): )



ar

S8g.1

Sg.2

5g.3

Dual 1l(incl.)

Dual l(e'xcl.)
“Dual 2

Dual 3

Pl.1(incl.)

Pl.1l(excl.)

P2

\
Pl.3

Preterite

-Vyap

-Vtap

-vp

=Vyikup
-Vygkap
-vyogop
=Vpenik

=V(1) ti:kup
-V{l)tiyekap
-V(1) tiyoqop
-V(1)tipanik

‘~Vsanik

Dubitative
-Vyas
-vsap

-vs
-Vyikus

-Vyeksap f‘\

-Vyogsep

-il(l)ti :’kus_
=V(1)tiyeksyp
=-V(1) tiyogsap
-V(1) tisanik

There are some evident similarities between the

inflectional endings for these.two paradigms. The two

paradigms séerd to be distinguished from each other by the

fact that the dubitative paradigm has an -s- elyement

“while the preterite is marked by the presence of the -p-

A2 ' element. The-s- element of the dubitative occurs throughout

the entire paradigm and never in the preterite paradigm

80 it is the major distinguishing factor.
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2.3.1 Historical derivation : preterite

The preteritq "indicates a past event the effect or
relgvance of which lies in the past rather than in the
present. " (Goddard 1979:53) o '
The p:eterite‘mode c% be reconstructed for Proto- .
Algonkian. Bloomfield (1046) states that "C(ree),
M(enominee), O(jibwa) have an emphatic preterite -pa...

"p:maatesipanyee_ki they once lived..."(99)." It seems

the form should be reconstructed as *-pan.3s this is

- the form found in the examples given by Bloomfield and it

' is also found in his reconstructed example of the preterite.

A simple *-p is found _in word-£inal position in 1anguu.‘ges

such as Micmac, Abenaki and Delaware; this could be expiained

. by loss of the word final *-an. '-pan- occurs non-flnally
: and this indxcates that it should be the reconstructed ~

form. ’!'he:e is additional evidence of the loss of -an ln

word- final position in the Micmac AI 1lst. Sg. form (see

ai ton under AI-I Y Indicativ’e Present).
Evld?nce_ for this PA *-pan- marke: of the preterite

i (‘:an still be found in the Algonkian daughter languages. ’

& In his grammar of Eastern Ojibwa, Bloomfield gives’

some examples of the preterije. He states that the

inflectional endin«; of the ls\t. person, singular form of
the preterite is -na-pan (nenki spenato-na-pan I used to
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buy _it) whilé the 3:‘d_.-.person inflection is -pan (nempopan .
he died then) (Bloomfi;‘ld,1358:45).
Montagnais also contains ref‘}exes of this PA "-pan in
some of the inf].ectit;nal endings of the preterite. The
3rd. person singular inflection is -pan as in ni‘p{pan .}?e
was‘ asleep” and the .3rd. person plural inflection’is
-par;t (<*-panik) as in nip3pant "they were asleep" (Clarke
1982b: 46) . o . v R
There is also ev}idence for the prete’rite mode in some
of thefthet Eas‘tern Algonkian languages besides Micmac.
The é;;:a from Hnlis;et and Abenaki is not from the conjunct
‘order but .the.morphology "is comparable t the Micmac
forms. Tixe Maliseet data is limited to o.ne exémple but
it should .be stated here that an attempt is being made_‘i‘:;\
reconstruct the mode and not the pafadigm of the inflectional
endings. . v
Goddard does not give the forms of the conjunct
preterite but a single statement from“wis Delaware Verbal
Morphology is sufficient to describe the formation o{‘ the
preterite in Delaware. Goddard states that "Preterite
forms of the conjunct-add /-3p/ in final position or /-span/
nonfinally to the regular, conjunct indicative ‘endinga."
. (Goddard 1969:188) : T et ———
The paradigmg of -the preterite follow in Table 2.7.
'H'n,a‘Haliaeet: form contains a fortis (aspirated) [p] \,
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in the above quote where he says ".
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N s
because it was originally preceded by =-w- of the 3rd

singular inflection which gave a cluster of which the

reflex is fortis [p].
~ s
It should be noted that the Eastern languages like

the Centzal‘languarges have -p n and -pan in non-word

- £final position. "l‘."hese forms occur when there is another

‘- inflectional element following such as the ‘3rd. person’

plural marker -ik. 'ghis occurrence was no't'ed_ by Goddard

./-2pan/
nonfinally..." (Goddard 1969:188) and equivalent forms

\ . .

occur in Micmac and Abenaki. The single preterite form

avuill’able for Maliseet is a 3rd. person singular form,
yet even though the preterite ‘maxket occul‘:a in uord final
position it consists of the -hpan form which is enly ased
non-finally in the .other Algonkian unguagea— E '.

Therefore based on the above data from 1anguages £rom
both the Central and Eastern - Algonkdan .groups 1: can be
seen that the p:eterite ma:ke: found in Hicmac is u

:eflex of PA *-pan. . Yy
i

lr
<

4

-

.
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IAhL\LZ.J_-EA._M_nuan_ . ) .
Mi‘cmac Abenaki  Maligeet Delaware
K Sg.li . -~Vyap -vp °* ’ -ap
Sqf7T - -vtop -, i -ap
sg.3, -vp .=Vp. -Vhp n -ep
Pl.1l(incl.) -Vyikup -vp © -ap
o Pl.1 (‘:xcl.) -Vyekop o -Vp» -9%p
PL.2 “slyoqop . X ~op
.~ PL3 Vpsn-ik -Vpan-ik o~ .  -pan-
- ’ . * h (+pl.marker)
' 2.3.2 Historical de:ivution'; dubxtativ,e
ol ¥ The dubitative mode has been recongtructed for PA and
: it uaa muked by '-tok (Bloomﬂeldqils 99i. 'l‘hl'Q PA

‘-tok is Btill eviden.t as a dubitative marker in Fox,

c;ee and Ojibwa but this form does not correspond with

the Micmac marker.

i

‘The Hx:mac flarker 15 an'-g- element and it is posuble.

that this La related to the -ssii’ elemenr. found in Oji.bwa.

P This -ssii is the mnxe': of the Ojibwa negative mode

(Bloomt!.eld 1946:10808).

Y >

‘L’hua is no avidence of a ‘dubitative mode in Haliseet-

. or Delavaxe. 'l'hue is a dubitatlve marker in Abenaki but

"'LL. does %ot contain the -g=

dutlngutehlng teature in Hicmac.

e].,qment ‘which is the 7

The Abenaki dubitative

. ) T



N T 83

given by Laurent (1884:156) for the verb "to have" is as
follows irf Table 2.8 . "
/ -
Table 2.8 - Abepaki dubitative
8g.1 -ok 3 ¢ .
Sg.2 -3an
5g.3 -3d N . i
PL.1  -Bak '
Pl.2 -Bakw '

,PL.3 -3dait

a4

The Abennkx data u obviously n!t :elatqﬂ to the
reconstructed *-tok form of PA. =t . <

- This PA *-tok-is possibly the origin of Hicmac etuk
"probably”. a ~ v "

For lack of co:t‘espcndencu.' the chmac‘dubitattve

has not been reconstructed.

o



Z.% Future
The future is used to éxpress an action or pake a
statement about aomathlnq-'that will occur in the fuf_urg'.
As with the independent indicative present, the AI
and II future paradigms can be represented schematically

as in Table 2.9 below.

Table 2.9 -Al and II future

. AL I
Sg.1 i ~Vtes ‘
5g.2 ~Vtdks % 4
Sq;3 /“ -Vt:w ) -Vtew
Dual 1(incl.) ~Vtesnu
Dual 1l(excl.) ~Vtesnen .
Dual 2 ~Vtogsap
Dial 3 “vtag T, -vtal | -
Pl.1(incl.) 4@ -V(1) titesnu s
Pl.1(excl.) —V(1)titesnen
Pl.2 . -V(1l)titogsap .
Pl.3 « '] -v(1) tita} -Vtital

As can l::‘ seen from the data there ‘is a -t- element
whlch exigts throughout the ent‘lze Al and II paradigm of
r.he future. The uxlgin of this element has been un(uceable
and therefore u \nuy be an innuvnt#n of Hln:mac.

" . \

- ! |



< 55
Another characteristic of the Micmac future is the

change in Phe stem. The stem of the future tense verb is

contracted.
Present 2 ' Euture
pemiet *he walks™ pmietew "he will walk"

teluisit  "he is called". tluisn.ev’ "he will be called"
This contraction of the miuahku in Micmac isa
reflection of what is known as LnLt’ial change in PA.
Initial change in Algonkian languages consists of "...adding
a vocalic element as an infix to the core of the initial,
syllable" (Hews;:n 1980:4). s .‘ :
This initial change is found in the conjunct and no;: 2t
in the Xndependent o:det. In initial chanqe‘; long vowel
. was preceded by ‘-ay- in PA so that *wa:p- in the independent
order became *waya:p- in the conjunct order. The following

alterations are what have been reconstructed for the short

vowels.
Initial vowel - unchanged conjunct e a o.
Initial vowel - cl:anged conjunct e: e: we:

"In Micmac the independent order of the verb was lost
and replaced by the change; qnjunct, which is the basis

.5
of the full forms of the Micmac verb.™ (Hewson 1988:4)
+

\-x. The independent order verbs of Micmac are thus

derived from the changed .form of the stem. ‘The future 4
forms (and others such as.the imperative, conditional,
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-
subordinative, and unchanged conjunct) are derived from

the unchanged form of the stem.

2.4.1 Historical derivation ¢
It is nol’: possible to feconstruct a future paradigm
for Proto-Mg;nkian because it is not adequately represented
in the daughter languages. Accordiné to ﬂeillet, to
reconstruct something in -a proto-language it should be
observable in at least three of the da_ughter languages

4 (Metllet 1925:38). } ’

' The future in most Algonkian languages is expressed
by a preverb aqch as ka- in Montagnais (ni-ka-pim0ten "I
Do will'walk®) which is the futuie marker (Clarke 1982b:40) .

In Eastein Ojibwa the p:e‘verb ta~ki denotes unrealized

action (Bloomfield 1958:62). )

Actudlly Micmac and othe} Eastern languages have a
* preverb which gives the meaning "to wish"™ or "tvo’ want*"
‘(k/et‘-, ketu-‘ or ke—j’l-) which may bé used for future
reference, sometimes replacing the future ‘tense.

The future in Micmac is quite possibly an innovation
of Micmac. Of the ‘tliree Eastern Algonkur' languages”
chosen to be used as comparison languages in this thesis

: (Maliseet, Daiauato and _Abanaki) nnj.xf\hbenaki has a
future formation., The future in Abenaki is formed by
= simply adding a -ji efement to the end of the verb as'in

.- ¢ - i -

o

N % -
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the example n'okaozemiji "I shall have a cow" from n'okaozemi
"I have a cow" (Laukent 1888:129) and thus cannot be
compared to the Micmac future paradigm. /'
-
It seems therefore that the full-fledged future

. -
paradigm of Micmac is probably an innovation.

a vf' =

L 3
‘
*
¢
'
Y
o .
~ . & °
’ Iy k s . -
'
v, - L




-

sy,

58

2.5 Absentative
The absentdtive has been defined as the mope used
when making reference to someone oz something that is
dead or absent. Proulx has suggested (pelsonal communication)
that the use of the term "inaccessible® would be more

suited to the true meaning of the mode than the term

" absentative. i’he absentative verbal forms have a wider

range of use than just :efe:rin? to someone or something

‘that is dead or absent. Proulx gives the example of

. using the absentative when: referring to a pezsbn who is

Ln the same room as the spenket but is sleeping - the
perscn is not dead or-absent but inaccessible.
The puradigm of the Hicmac absentative can be seen in

Table 2.18 below .

Table 2 IB = Al and II ive -
AL T 11

sg.3 -vt-ag , . { -Vk-ek
5g.3! -Vli-ta BN
Duni 3 -Vt-k~ik - -Vk-ekv-l
“Dual 3' -V1i-t-ka *
1.3 ~V(1) ti-t-k~ik
P1.3' | -V()ti-li-t-ka

o4
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There are only 3rd person forms in the absentative;

the absentative is used for something or som:o:\e tpat is
imaccessible and therefore has to be in tge 3rd person.

The morpheme -k- appears to be the marker of the

Micmac absentative tense and this morpheme is located

‘after the personal inflection and béfore the plural

2.5.1 Historical derivation

’l‘heze was no available data Eor the verbal absentative
in the other Eastern Algonkian languages but Teeter hag stated” X
(pe(aonal communication) that there are verbal abgentative

forms in Maliseet. There is ‘data available for the

nominal absentative in the other Algonkian l“‘
and these forms contain the same morphology as the
R
Micmac verba]. absentative. Bloomfie]d does not reconstruct
an absentatlve .mode for Proto-Algonkian. Goddard states
with :egards to the nomihal absentative that,
The most similar elemerits in the Central
languagés would seem to be demonstrative
pronouns like Fox i .niya AN, i niye IN 'that
(known to speaker and addressee) but absent or
dead'... (Goddard 1969:157).
These demonstrative pronouns carry the same meaning as

the Micmac absentative but not the same morphology.
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According to Goddard the nominal absentative endings
of Micmac, Delaware, Maliseet and Western and Eastern Abenéki
all resemble each other. He ‘gives possible PEA forms as
*-ankak (V) "animatg plural®, *-amkal(V) *inanimate plural,
obviative -gingular" and}'-?nkah(v) "obviative plural®

(Goddard 19‘9:156). ’
. Goddard only g‘ivea a limited numbez of forms from
Deluwa:e. .../ankake/ would then—represent the general-
,1zm:10n of the animate plural ending, and /-3nka/ would

be a shortening of this" (Goddntd 1969:156-7) .

e ‘Abenaki data for the absentative is found under

' the conjugation of the substantive., The data is nominal
and not-verbal but it contains the same -k- elemeént which
is found in Micmac., The Abenaki forms which correspond
to. the PEA forms above are -(e)gak, -(e}gal and -(e)ga
(Laurent 1884:121-3,125,127). 4

Theﬁjmportance’of the :hta above is that Abenaki and
Delaware, like Micmac, contain a -k- element which marks
the ubsentative‘z ” Goddard stutea that the Maliseet endings
xuemb].e thcse Sin these athe: languagee 80 Haliaeet’
possib].y has this same element. (There is no available data
for the Malisgeet absentatlva). Th s‘motphologl‘cal marker
of theu’ah;antatlve seems to be an Easte:l{{ﬂlgonkian

" . ,

innovation.
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2.6 Imperative

Pacifique's paradigm of the imperative contains the
fo:ms for two separate paradigms. The paradigms he gives
follow in Table 2.11. '
Table 2.11 - Pacifique's imperatif _
atfimative ¢ Negative

a1 11 : AL

5.2 -v k-Vsiw

sg.3 -vé ) vé -vuid

pual 1  -Vned ~ wE gl -Vned ¥

Dual 2 ~Vkw, =-Vq - k-sip -
Dual 3 -V:tid —vieid Lo -vaitid

PI.l1 - -Vtined ’ ~Vtine&

PL.2 ~Veikw k~veip

P1.3 -vei:tid / -vtistid -veitid

It is the formations displayed in the negative paradigm
of the imperative which provide the first hint that there

are two paradigms withip the one. The 2nd person forms

listed by Pacifique here are very different from the
other forms in the paradigm. These 2nd person fo(mé .have )

y »
a personal prefix and they also do not have a contracted

.stem\ Because these major differences occir in the negative

p;;higm it could be auumed that the:e would be a morpho-
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logical difference in the affirmative paradigm between

‘the 2nd person forms and the forms of the 1st and 3rd persons.

There are also observable differences displayed by
the 2nd person forms in the affiémative imperative paradigm
but they are not as obvious as those in the negative
paradigm. There are no personal prefixes and the stédm is
contracted just as in the lst and 3rd person forms. The
difference in this paradigm cc;:u:a in the endings. All
of the lst and 3rd person forms have a -&- element in
theirg endings and «this element is missing from thg 2nd
person endings. : The aBsence of this element from the 2nd
person forms althuugh it occurs throughout the rest af the
paradigm sets the 2nd person forms off as different.

Based on the above observations .'n:'uppeaxs that the
2nd person forms make up a a separate paradigm. The true
impeutivé“is represented Ly the'2nd person forms while
the 1lst and 3rd person forms make what we shall call the
jussive puadiqm.

The II Eo:ms will not be discussed because the II
paradigms contain (as one might expec:) only jussive (3rd
person Eomu)’. These 3rd person II endings are in fact
the same as ihe‘l 3rd persén endings.

The imperative and the jussive can be tep:esente.d by

the following paradigms of the verb teluisi "I am called"
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and the distinctiofis will be shown in Table 2.12 below.
Table 2,12 - AI juseive and imperative EEEN

- APFTRMATIVE . o 4
Jussive . Inperative
5g.3 tluisii *~Sg.2 - \Q:luisi .
Dual 1 tluisine'j Dual 2 tluidi'kw N
Dual 3 tluisi'€ij 7
PL.'1 _ tluisultine'y PL.2  tlulsulti'ke
PLU3 T eluisuled'tiy ’ .,
g ' CONTRACTED STEM . . CONTRACTED STEM
