| LABOUR

CENTRE FOR NEWFOUNDLAND STUDIES

TOTAL OF 10 PAGES ONLY
MAY BE XEROXED

(Without Author’s Permission

VINCENT RENDELL PORTER












wmmmmcm

ns . Direction ollecti Fond §
Canadian Theses on Service des théses cenadiennes s \
- Microfiche Service sur microfiche i N it
& o
NOTICE - 3 e X AVIS
e 5 '
The quality of this microfiche is heavily dependent ~ La.qudlité de cette microfiche dépend mmmmb
upon the quality of the-original thesis submitted for .- la qu.lm “de la thése soumise au microfilmage. Not

microfilming. Every effort has been made to ensure
the highest quaity of reproduction possbl.

" If pages are missing, contact the university which
nruntod the degree. '
ges. maa have indistinct print_especially

me
if the original pages were typed with a poor typewriter
ribbon of if the university sent us a poor photocopy.

Previously copyrighted
published tests, etc.) are not fil

(journal -articles;

chnxbmon in full or in-part of this film is gov-
erned by the Canadian Copyright Act, R.S.C. 1970,
c. C-30. Please read the authorization forms which
accompany this thesis.

THIS DISSERTATION
HAS BEEN MICROFILMED
EXACTLY AS RECEIVED

avons tout fait pour assurer une qualité supérieure.
de reproduction.

sl manque des ' Dlﬂssl v-mlluz mmmunlquer
avec Iiniversité qui a conféré le grade.

La _qualité d'lmpmnlen\ de certaines pages peit
~laisser & désirer, surtout si les pages originales ont été

o dacw(oquphléel 4 I'aide d’un ruban usé ou si |'univer-

sité nous a fait parvenir une photocopie.de- mauvaise
qualité.

documents qui font déid I'objet d'un droit

- d'auteur (articles de revue, examens uﬂm.,nn.) ne

sont pas microfilmés.

La rep'odu:llon méme partielle, de'ce microfilm
est soumise & la Loi canadienne sur le droit d'auteur,
SAC 1970, c. C-30. VeuilleZ prendre connaissance des
formules d'autorisation qui accompagnent cette thése.,

b

~_ LA THESE A-ETE |
MICROFILMEE TELLE QUE
NOUS_L'AVONS RECUE

. NU339 (Rev. /80)




LA Theﬁis subm'ltted in partial fu'lfﬂluznt

t"of che \requ!rements for th: degree of *
- Vi I‘Iuster of Arts, \

3 \
Deparhunt of History \,
Menrli‘l Ull'vel'S'!t,y of Neufoundhnd

T h August 1981

St. John's. -

“Newfoundland
L




= ABST,RAEI

S\ The Great kar of 191418 not only caused unsurpassed-death and *
destruction,; but 2150 provoked considerable social change. - The English-
Cana'd{an Tabour press comented widely and vigorGusly on both the
causes of "the’ conﬂict and its effects. =, . . Y

The research -fur this thzs\s involved a thornugn examinat\on of six

important éanadian ‘labour papers fur the periud TQN 1919, Inese were .
* the Canadian Labor Leader, the Voice, the Lahur News, the Western Clarion, -

Industrial Banner and the BC federationist. : Some smaHer, and less \

s1gn1f\cant papers such as the Brandon Canfederate were. d1s0" brxeﬂy

perused. % 5 " .
AS the War wore nn the papers developed an 1ntense cmm;tum tnat
great social change was in the offing, and “that it would Bring .the
- workingaan greater freedom and signiFicant economic gains. The thesis
suggests that when the immediate post-war era offered only high prices )
and equany h\gh nnempley-ent rates, the Iamr press and the people. for -
whom it* spoke, felt betrayed and angry. It was this sense of betrayal . * 2"

% ,that Gontributed significantly to the \ndustrlil _unrest of 1919, VOt
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T Wars

\are cataclysmic.’ Wars' of t.he magni tu;ie of World Ha\; ‘()r!e are
"espec\‘avl{]y §° for they ?nvariahly wst provoke searchipg cri\‘.i\cism of
ilin and i3 ‘society, undermining is basic tenets to ‘an extent ot

seem]y pusslb]e before, Suchwas certainly the case with the great con-
flict uf 1914+

1t dramahca'ﬂy separate_d the twentieth centuryr from

1ts predecessar\ f

Rene A]brecnt Carrie, in The Meamn uf the First WOV‘]d Mar, called

[it "the great break with the past". 1 Ancther blstom;n of note,.Joseph

| Carte! s in 1918: Year of Crisis, Year of Change, saw the end of the "

r
confhct as "the beglnnmg of the world of today": ¢ But uiymust

" epoch; makirig, events of history, the social effects of the Gréat Har

did not have to awaxt the h1ndslght of mstcr-
ians to gauge its 1mport\ Even contemparanes could see its’ slqu'lcante.,\
Canada s wartime Prime Mmlster Robert Lalrd Borden, was ‘one such ob-

server. In-his diary of H\Nnverrmr.

8, .he recorded his impressions

of what had transpired through what had certaxmy heen the bloodiest

Four years in the world's mstury 3

\
The world has. rifted from its Lz]\d anchorage and o man

can with ceptainty prophesy what.|the outcome will be. 1.
| have; said that another. such war would destroy our civili-
Fie . zation. [t is a grave question uﬁether this war may not
| have destroyed much that we regar1 as necessarily inci-

| dental.thereto. | N

-‘lRene' Albrecht-Carrie, The MeSnin of {he First wor]d‘war, New
Jersey:, Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1965, p. 172. =

JZJuseph Carter, 1918: Year nf Crisis, Year of Change; New Jersey;
Prentice-Hall, lnc » 1968, p. vii.

Quoted in Robert.Craig Brown and ‘Ramsay Cook, Canada:. ‘1896-1921:
A Nation Transformed; Toronto: - McClelland and Stewart Ltd., 1974, p. 338.
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The ho;tﬂiti!s én‘woked considerable concern and comment from all .-

Seguerits ‘of society. Much of that conment wals not directed at the ‘Con- - ¥;

ﬂn:t ltseH but at the effect mat it was producing on society. The
English Camd'an hbour press was espezfiany active m this regard, and / ~
4t is upon their oplnion - for the most pirt, ed!tcrl’al - that this thesis
dwells. Essenti aHy. it documents the major concerns o# the paperrs: From
1914 to 1919. . i :

_'TMs discussion is a sl“{‘gr‘n departure from mn_ach nf. the hisvtor'iography '
of the period culminating in. the'innipeg General Strike: It is con- !
cerned with an 1nst1tuc10nl tname1y, the labour press but only as a window

‘:on a world chh the vnr'\aus papers described They, expressad ideas

wh1ch . in many cases, were: demnnstrqb’ly the hopes and dreams of the

. Canadian Wurking :la\ss. ‘The thesis is nat_at an concemég with regional
or ethnic’ differences since mariy. of .the concerns of the 1abour press were

©
common to every worker. Everyone fe]t the impact of me War® ln respect

S to inflation; there was general mm:em and anger at t.he pmﬁ-teerlng.
\ These and other |ssues‘uere nanm—mdg. This discusshm.alsn precludes
-4 \ mich attention to the machinations_of urfons and union Teaders since the

\vb]qti]e nature of Canadian society during and immediately pfter the

Breait War ‘seems—a little beyond the nanipulatlve‘ ;kil]s of a few radicals.

The thesis draws on a nunhe:?f the labour papers but is mainly con-

N comned with'four of the rajor ones. Foremost amng these was the Toronto-
based Industrial Bamner published by the educational am of the Toronto
rades and Labor, Council. The Banner Became the "ofﬂclaI"l»drg‘a:a of the

Indepen_dent' Labor Parf,); in-1917. "Hamiiton's Labor News was also selected




s)mce it too, S ;0 e of - the country!s 'leadmg Tabour papers. strategi -
ally situated. (for pr\opaganda purposeg in the indistrial heartland of
Canada. The News was gn’ independent. One.of the best known and wst's
'respected papers, .the Voice, was published in Winnipeg. It, ton was_an
mqependent until August, 1918, when its operation was “taken over by the

0 e Big Umon, and, thereafter, was known as the western Labor News. "The

ish Columbi

Federationist was the mqst important, and cjrtamy the
most moderate, of ‘the two West Coast papers to be exariined; the other .was

.the Western' Clarion, devoted, like its patron thej&kla'lwst arty of

Ganada, to preaching érthodok-Narxisn. The Federationd st-uo{ closely
affiliated with the Vancouver Trades and Labor Council. - The Canadian
 Labor Leader was also selected for examifiation’ for tio reasons. Being .
flova “Scotia-bated; 1t provided a measure of regional balance. . 1t was-
also, like the other papers, of generally high quality. The writing was

good and the analysis thoughtful. Though small, the Leader clained
":o,’rreépqndendts‘r"ln many cities throughout t‘he cc\intry.4
ATT of the above pabers, with the.exception of the Western Clarion,

had a common charactenst\c that was fundamental to meir being se'lected

" as ‘the basis fof thisithesis: ~they wére all broad:based, senerally ;

moderate Iahour papers which appea1ed to the who'le spectmm of the work~

.ing class, rather than to a speci fic trade or narrow po'hﬁ;a.l—apieutatmn.

ARobbins L. E]hott' “The Canad\an Labuur Press from IH67. A
Chrono'luglcﬂ Annotated Directory”, CJEPS, 1948,
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‘ure quite common. . ; . O el by

\/
Some of “the.papers were , hgever; utremlstubl # Jo§¢ph Harks
edlted “the Industrial Banner for twenty-eight years, and was su\cceeded

In qu‘by a Tike-ninded moderite sucu“st "James ;(mpson.s A ‘H . Puttee!

served in the same capacity at the Voice unt'ﬂ t folded in 1918 Puttee,

1ike Marks was a noderate who vas elected tojthe Hause of Conmon|  for a
fnur‘year term in 1900 8 The Federatlomst ad two uighme editors,  .°

R, Parmeter Pettipiece, 2 muderibe sociahst, and JlK. Wi Tkinson' the

Carpenters' Union. Both men contés ted several Bri jish Co'IuMa el ctions 7

The Labor lews featured a very cnservative craft nimist 2.C. Linders,’

¢ Samuel Gompers. < In

_during the first year of the Wir. Tn 1915, he was ‘rmced by the|equally

mservative GOMM W. Kelson, a'stl:ong supporter

1917, 2% the Netk grew progresiively 5578 radical’ fm« ﬂamn, cial-"

ist and lndepen t Labor Party supporter, became tor




& & Though the s'tabi11 ty of sore of ‘tfiese papers can be easily demon--

strated, it fs.not so.eagy-fo answer ‘thi& nore perplexing quest\uns of -

LTI mrculatlon and inflience; Accord “to Mekim's ‘The, canad'an Newspa per
b [

Directory; the IndustrialBamer had a circulation of more tha tenty-.
i ;| Birectory; the-Industrial Binner

three thousand.in 1913, and though \t was, nnt Tisted thergafter' une can’’

safely assune ‘that it-neither declined nor “incressed_mich durmg the war’

«years.- Ci rcu]ahon for the other papgrs: shows _uri ua] smnmy. be tween

| thriee thousand and seven: thousand copies per paper.® These” Figures may, -

noweJ!r, be questxonah'le [For “4nstance , Mckim's put  the circulation of’
[ U the’ Be ‘Federatibnist'at a little less than seven thousand in 1918, while
{ E .- the Federationist"itsel , which supposedly supplied Mckin's ‘Directory,
! offhandedly indicated, in a subscription drive. in early 1918) that Tt wis

10

publishing tuelve "thousand weekly copies.'d- "It only seems safe-to assune

Pl “that the papers which tm‘d“ thes s examines had a combined.circuiation of

i more thin- £ifty ‘thoisad: byt probably 'I.ess than_ 2 hunidred thbisand. . 1f

i "the. three-readors—| -pefi-papen formula apphed ‘then the feadership was con-

ey 4 ° ¢ siderable. : o i :

3 } J s < Unlike conventional newspapers, the Yabout. press did not. only’ refleit:
H \ YL the political. and “social vilues of its clientele. T,heykmd rotipeteiy

react, but advocated'a new order. They did not conceal the fact - indeed,

. "McKin, The Canadian Newspaper’ Dwectory_, 1913 and 1918, MUN
Microfiche ,| #2899 . o

08¢ Federationist, 18 Mar‘qh‘ 1918

| - ! « i
,} i they advertized it - that their raison d'etre was to. educate the working*
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“ class. ¢One can only suppose thaf, because He papers sold, aided albeit
by abour unions, there mist have beenmany thousands. of people samewhat/

receptive to their.| message. Un‘lun- affiliation was certainly a factor 1n}

. = getting the papers in the hands of the workers Sahd in distributing the |

papers, not anly in the1r cwt\as of origin but also-throughout the xk

. provinces. LF § . R ‘

\ | circulatior figure could be construed as & belittling nteasure“ of

the 1nﬂuence and significance of ‘the labour press. . [n the short term,
the’lr influence.may have l:een mmmu But 1t must. be renembered that
: the purpose af these papers was to Jspread ideas, and to have these (ideas

-take rm:t and’ grow }nuugh progress m that regatd may‘have been sTow,
the power .

then Cmﬂd at least “feel ; as John Maynard Ke}’nes dld that “..
af the vested interests is vastly exaggerated when cumpared)g‘ h the
W y

* gradual encroﬂchment of ideas" The Tabour press ‘certainl stands out

as ploheer prumuters of Tany pvel:es of social 'Iegls'latwn that are’ now

takén for grmed

% One final.note’on the nature of. thé papers: they were-not "news"
)\P‘ ers:  In-fagt, they rarely rapo’rted news aside from Tabour "happenings”.
If, for instance, one's avareness durmg the Mar extended no_ further” than

“the Tabour press , onei aht have been blissfully uraware that Passthendale '
evér happened. :Itgwas even d\fmm to find the exact'date of the 1917

election. As.for the election coverage itselfy Liberdl Party:advertise-

.ments, whith appearéd regularly during the campaign, carried far more

Mquoted in John, Kenneth Ga]bra\th The Age of Uncertainty, Boston:  :
—Houghton MiFFlin Cqmpany, 2977, p. 1. T R ¢

o




' - during that epic strugg'le

S : i e A

‘news" than- did the papers themsélves.!? The Tabour press did not assune

‘the role of reporting ‘the news; their readers presumably already’had
s '

.actess to that ‘through the’ diﬂy papérs. And so the ‘labour papers

confined their efforts to ar) 1ysis -.with a labour bias, of course)

; i .

» This thesis makes no-pretenses to covering all that the labour
"press was ‘concerned with. \'!ts scope s, fairly limited. - It is neither a

hfstor‘y Df Canada during the Gnéat Wary mor-a history of.the 'Iahuur' press

dther, its purpose ‘is'basically two-fold:

on“the one hand it attents to docunent-the attitude of the labour press
to war in generaT, and to the First World War in particular. Since the
papers tended £o emphasize the social effects that' the War was producing,
the ‘thesis, almost by necess"nty, dvelis considerably upon the hostilities.

as an agent of change, as seen.through the eyes of the labour press.

) N
r example, the full page advertisement in
tionist, 30 November, 1917. ‘Forty-two "mistakes" of th_ Borden
Evemment were outlined. -
- 4 ¥
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In the years prior to the outbreak of hostilities in 1913, war as *

Indeed,\t as

not.generally looked-upon as the basest of social {11s.
=

an acceptable means in the.pursuit of policy, goals. Such means, thaugh,

were most certainly becoming all -the more unacceptable as the twentietlz

' century dawned, and-as saner’ means of semmg differences - arhltran ns
.

in partxcuhr - appeared to be in the ascendancy Some groups in Ngrth

Anerica and Europe were even ideologically committed to_peace. Amr?/né\
“these were ‘the leaders of intermational soctalism and unicnism. Thed r*w
opposition to war spraifg from tife fact that what they considered their
personal constituency,’ the working.classes; always seemed to contribite
3 disproportionate share to the casualty count while gaining the least ...

from ‘the stiuggles. Too, practiéa]]y all socialists of the prewar period

believed in the: orthodox Marxist interpretation of war,. that it was
And- who wanted-to serve as

caused by competition amony capitalists:
cannoni” fodder for the capitalists?’.
With such an anti-war stance, it was not altogether surprisirg that

e Socialist International repudiated.war at both its Stuttgart

conference in 1907 and the/Copenhagen megting of 1910.% Both conven-
@ . it v
tions called upon the working classes of-the world-to refuse to take up

. arms in the event of an outbreak of hostilities.

s 1Pat ick Ferraro, "English-Canada and the Election of 1917",
Montreal: unpublished MA thesis, McGiH University, 1971, p. 180.
"Nereafter cited Ferraro; "E]ectm ’ 2

Palmer, ‘A Du:monarx of Modern History, Mldd1esex Penguin
. 163

2a
Books, 1962,
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Canada‘s socialist-Tabourites were no less opposed to war than their

foreign comrades.. The country's Trades and Labor Congress , at 1ts Ca]gary

conventmn in. 1907, endorsed the stand that the International had adopted

at Stuztgart. They furtherr lﬂved that shnu‘(d war ensue, they would

attempt ‘to ‘organize Canadian workers iii-a gerieral strike as.a sign of

_opposition to recruitment.’ The Congress prodiced a similar resolution

/
when it met “in  Saint John in September,1914. | Peace was still held up as’

a vorthwhile principle. With the Uar already a month ol1d; however, it -

j was erely that, a principle; for the convention, while it condemnéd the

War, simu'lf.aneuus'ly sanctioned it by expressing, the desire to see "the
despotisn of Europe Tevelled to its final destruction’.’ No matter how
mich the labouri tes opposed war on principle, the Tevelling of Gernany
certain!y requi red resorting to arms .~

This contradiction and ambivalence concernmg the War wag as much

a characteristic feature Of the Tabour préss ‘as H‘. was of labour leaders *

who felt compelled to pronounc_e upon such matters during ‘pub’lic dis-
cussions. The essential pirpose of this chapter is to dl;cument the
evolution of the thought of the Tabour press in respect to militarism
and the causes-of. the War. As will be seen most of the ambwalence of

the labour press cnncerning the question of cause Tay with the mamst?;\eam.

3terraro, “Election”, p. 181 ' e
*1bid., p: 181, ¢ - ) S
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"Neither the extreme right wing [of Tabour] -as typified by the Labor News

nor.its bipolar contemporaries as' personified by the Western.Ciarion
harboured any such doubts. Because both papers add an extra d\fmnsiq»«

to labour press attitudes concarning the War and its causes, they. are

both treated separately from tne moderate gmup1ng and ‘from each other. g

The Western Clarion, in particular, serves an adniticmq-l-purpose, that
is, through its rigidity, it accentuates the more reasoned and dis-
passionate apnraach that- developed 1n “the other papers.
A second and” somewhat minor concern of ‘this chapter is with. the -
"growth" of m”’ltarls'm in Capada. This subject 1s .d1§cussef1 _fDI‘ two
©reasons: the.labour pv'e;s did express "fear" that the’culture’ of the
_“Prussians could become rooted in Canada, and soon that Tevel, it is

deserving ‘of some treatment jn this d%s:ussion of militarism.© It does,

however, serve another purpose. -To a significant dégree, it exposes the

nature. of tfie labour press ltse'lf as 7t saught to make a npimtain out
of a mlehﬂl. and found that it could not even convlnce itself that the
“threat of militarisn in Canada was real. - . N
" During the first few months of hostilities, the labour papers,
excluding the Labor News, held-on to their pacifist convictions. “The
c .condevmed both sides in the struggle while qffering little ov: no su;:plr"t
for either. The first comments came from the Voice of Winnipeg, It

L P
pointed out the faﬂa:y}i the old idiom that oné could only-prevent war
by preparingf}i(_jhe result of nations having become "top, heavy

with armaments" was all too-plain to see;5 Central Canada's ldading

: _ y /



‘s .it\suggested that Canada's ‘call for 22,000 men would escalate “"even -

\

: a0 R P R

“tabour. paper; the Industrial Banner,-als took a rathér:principled stind

against the conflict. It could find absolutely no dustification whatso-
'eve}q for the conflict, and pronounced its abhorrence at'this "crime of

crlmes, the. feasb of ghnu'ls“. Even at this early date, 14, August, the

sone awareness of just how bloody. the struggle would. become

" 0 100,000". 6 The consternation of the two papers would certalinly

have.been suitably amplified had they realized the extent to whiich they
had unaéresnmated its manpower. requi rements. !
The most critical and unequivocal nondemnatmr\/of the War came, ‘rot.

imexpel:ted'ly, from the West Coast. The Western Clarmn, mouthpiece of

the Soclahst Party of Canada, brought ‘its ownfpamcmwna st inter-

pmman to the conflict. The War, it cynically declared, was a .~
“dynastic-struggle. wherein -the wu}king class would "release eacn. other's
entrails nerely because they have been ordered to do $0,bysone ' designing
knave or kfaves®.7 The British Enpiré at least did little to refute

this accusation as it continually recruited on the basis of “King and
Country", "King" always coming first. The BC Federationist, while not
directly alluding to-that situation, did suggest that only "the people’
had'the Fight to send "the peopTe" to Var, but in denouncing the . -
mmxwatmn which supported the strugg1e, tacitly admtted that the

people indentified with the King.? -
B

Sindustrial Banner, 14 August,1914. #
yestern Clarion, 15 August,1914. . - T

85¢ Federationist, 7 August.1914. : ; i
] - ,~ g
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Thé oaposttion of the'Tabour press natwithstanrhng, the peqme did
support the war. effurt As'J. Castell Hopkins noted in the Cagadlan

* Anfual Review, the declaration of war was met with outpourings of °
Al Revie, ;s y

enthusiasm throughout the Dominion. Patriotic singing of the - . ¢

“"Marseillaise" and "Rule Britannia" wére commonplace as Canadians ex-

'presse,ﬂ their support. Curiously enough, only in the Andio-Saxon

heartland of Toronto were there .exhibitions of anything but unrestrained
enthusiasm., There; Hopkins observed, the declaration "Was taken very
soberly ‘and quietfy".® Generally, however, yoing' men flocked to the
colours- seemingly fedPfal that the tardy would miss the excitenent.!®
This was ceféainly the view of the conservative Labor. News which (;n

21 Aggust'; 1914, predicted that by Chriétmas.thg Russians would “dine in

dertin". '] But anong the 1abour papers., the llews' was, the oddity. in a

very sceptical lot. :
Nhile some: doubt.over. the Justi Fication for The conflict 1ingered,
throughout the War, blanket condemnation of all participants gradually
ceased. ' Tnis can be attributed to a number of factors. First.and fore-
fost was the fact that tne labour press, in denouncing the conflict, was
really a voice in the wilderness, almost completely smothered by the

Targe and influential jingoist dailies, countless patriotic organizations,

d Castell ank'lns The Canadian Annual Revlew Ut!awa The
Canadian Annual Review PubﬁTi_‘C_—WW—]ng ompany TT. B 1423, Hereafter
Cited Hopkins, CA

1%50hn Herd mnmpson, The Harvests of War: The Prairie West,
1914-1918, - Toronto elTand- and St'__'l_r‘—ﬂ’“_fewart ter
cited Thompsen, Harvests.

g

abo; N ws , 21 August, 1914.
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: government. propaganda, an‘u the. general public. ° The chances of remaining

1nlnune to the prevailing cplnlon, given.its pevvasweness, were inall

probab1]1ty r#mote Mso with such widespread support far the Har,

3 “+ " the Tabour papers probably felt.a need to accomtodate. to'some degree the’ . .
12

v1ews of .their readership - as well as those of ‘the government censor.

fin"even more inportant consideration, howeler, and one that is.supported

- - ; &
by the evidencg, is that as the emotional shock of ‘the beginning of the
conflict wore off, the paperswere able to ook at the War in a more °

: I :
oy analytical.light. And as they cast off the intellectual-straight jacket

of dockrinaire pacifism, to cry. "A plague on both your)quses" o Tonger »
seemed -appropriate. . 3 ¢ ‘
There were early ind{.;a’nuns that ‘the moderate papers in particular’”
“wére not fully convinced.of Britain's guilt. Though this trend was not
firmly established until mid-1915, it becane clear in 1914 that many - . s

papers vere having second thoughts as to Britain's culpability. .Aong

the “nurerous editorials of 1914 that condemned both the Ailies and Germ

there appeared the odd, out-of-character piece defending the British céusgf 3
The Voice,for instance, issued a number of broadsides, throughout 1914;
at all-belligerents. . Yet, on 2 October;. it completély excused: the, growth *

~of British military power, on the grounds that it served as a "protective

e lesponse™“against a nation whose “ruling paséion" was anything but peace-
ful. Germany's ceaseless striving for “mi(litary pre-e‘mlnence“,‘nrgued' B
12the Canadian Forward was' the only oné of the papers :to. adnit
that it was being_censored. It was eventually banned in 1917 dnd its,
ed1tor, Isaac-Bainbridge, was Jailed.
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ice, - :untrlbuted enomous'ly to the outbreak of var in August. 13

)
This waffling also-appeared in. the. Industrial Banner and. the
As-early as 4 Sep’cemberhm “the West. Coast paper;”

BC FedErationiSt
while t remained mute as to the Just‘lce of the Allied causé‘. ‘called
e'lwlnatlon of the Geman "military caste" S0 Lhat peace m1ght

“for thek
finally re\é».vn Europe. It even declared that any Vacﬂ'lamon "in the

face 6F \siich a plain proposition” could not be considered! " A Banner:

edltona\I on-the 23 October,1914,was just as ‘clear in its denun atfon
oF Germany:. It called the Kifser the “supreme personification"” of
mﬂitarist |dea1s, ideals that had “to be eliminated before the War
cou]d.re concluded.'® :

Apart from the patriotic Labor News, none of the papers:offered

Britain aly reasure of jpraise during 1914,

a |
as the’ Indust¥ial Banner becamé the first of the papers tojopenly con-
re, for all its faults, still.comprised "the -

cede that the Bri
freest federation”/of nations in history and deserved support in its

The Voice and the Federationist

i
Fight agains't wilitarist Geriany.'®
traversed the Salﬂe editorial path and camé to give t.\! British Empire

their reluctant support.

5 indistrial Banner, 23 omber.wu.

"6 niuslerial Banner, 3 March, 1915. T

But this came early in 1915




were absolved from blame. They were mére pawns in the diplomatic-

wrridiy

- Two. papers that did not shck to: tne ma{nstream were the Labur News

and the blestern c]armn, The Clarion; fmm the»begmnmg of hosmmes
Xthe end, changed its opinions very little,- It argued that: there-was
f t for gi\ther side. It cnntended

no\goral justification for- the confl
that. ‘the search’ for overseas markets for surplus production led inevit-

ably to the clash of Empires‘v The German workers - "ou‘comrades” -

financial game of inth"gue which forged tne a‘l'liances that produced
“"the carnival of bloud“ Al the be'lhgerem.s were Judged equal]y quilty.
including greatipethin ot lntervent\nn on behalf of He!gmm was

T8 g Tate

temed the "excuse”, not the “réasan”, ‘for its participation.
as June,1913 che paper: stﬂ] called for the destructlon of "all thrones
and sarcastically urged its readers to  doin the Ama gamated Society of |

Staughterers.? ‘

The Labor: News was at the opposite end of the spectrun from the
Westérn Clardon, Though published in a city-with a Tong and furbulent
1abour m‘story.zo the News was anything but an exponent of radica'lism.‘ “
And ust as'its Tabour attitudes ere congervative, 5o, too, were its

views on international politics for.the first two years of the War.

western Clarion, 12 Septenber,l?u <

Ib1d » 10 Dcmbev‘,'IQN
19

205 numbér of Hamilton's industrial conflicts are briefly noted dn’,
Craig Heron ‘and Bryan Palmer, "Through the Prisinof the Strike: Indus-
trial Conflict in Southern Ontario, 1901-14", CHR, Vol 58, p. 439. For a
detailed account.of worker mlhtancy and employer mtransigence m
Hamilton during WW I, see Myer Siemiatycki, "Mun and Labx
Ml'htancy The 1916, Hamﬂton Macmnist s Str!ke", Labnur(Le Travaﬂ\eur,
Vol. '3 (1978), p. 13i-1

Ib'id June,1918. /
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It saw the confhct as a Fight between good\and evil, "civilization
against the Prussian barbarians" ; 205 yar. for humanity if ever there |
22

was. on Thojan” the News would become radicalized and eventudily’
faﬁ instep With the Federationist, Voice, and Banner, throughout
1914-15 it trumpetted the | ATifed cause as vigorously.as any of the .
-dingoist dailies, and Jusc as unquestionlng]y’ .
* ‘Meanuhile, the thought of the Voice, Federationist and Irdustrial
Banner continued to undergo subtle changes. By mid-i915, after the
sTaiighter” of s nany ‘Canadians Tn battles Tike Ypres - mahy succunbiing
to pclsan gaszr‘i ~-.it became \ncraaslng'(y d1ff1cu1t for the Tabour press.
to maintain its impartiality. They Jere, after a1l continually, inundated
by conpletely ffalse’ press veports?? of German barbarity. ATl of-the
labour papers. took 1t as fact that the “Huns" routinely -‘and gléefully
- murdered chi[dp‘gn and: pregnant women. While perhaps not realizing - i
. it, the pape}s were' slowly, but’ inexorably, being drawn toward' the mind-
“Tess anti-German feelings of the times. It 15 perhaps, to ‘their eradit
that they resisted as long as they did, by attempting to indict capital-

ism as a cause of war, before yielding tu the emotions.

21 abor MNews, 18 Septeniber; 194 1 !

Zzund 10-0uly, 1915, |
: \
N ption of the German gas attack op the Canadians at
St. Juliens, see John Swettenham, Mcaughton Vol. I, Toronto: The .
Ryerson Press, 1968, p. 4.

0

yith the possible exception of the weekly Saturday Night
's newspapers, accepted. the government propaganda as_new: So, too,
of course did the newspapers of the other belligerents. See for. example,

. P]n'lly Knightly, The Flrst Casual 51 Nevl York: " _Harcourt Brace Jovanovich,
1975 :
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By mid-1915,. wher[‘| the papers .no 'Iongerxvﬁad the heart to continue .

/
to attack Britain, it| seems almost mewtah]e that :apqtahsm shmﬂd

Cone under attack. For while, the’ Brwlsh "rage" and certain )
institutions cou"ld be exonerated capn:aHsm cnu'ld not.. Also, r}wnug’h
'the simple application of Marstt thenry, it; ccu'ld be -easily Tinked,

with lmperiaHsm and' militarism. - 5 - e

The Voice tymfled the uncanvincing approach that . 1ahu|m press

lnc]udmg the extreme leftists - taqk to capitalfsm as’ a cause of° the ¥
War."-In a rather simplistic analysis on'16 July, 1915, the w_mn\peg
paper suggested-that if pri'vete b’mqerty did ‘not existy "there could
obviously be }'»; Wart,. A Father awkv;ardvprouf of that, ‘the'Voice.

directed its readers to examine t.he greed that was readily apparent wi th
the comitig -of war.25 . . L
Gemmny defended Kiau-Chau* sic because that eutpost oo
of "Kultur" promised to be worth millions ‘someday,

Russia entered the war:to get a part of the Mediterranean;
Italy, to regain the Trentino; Gemany, to expand; and
~England to hang on to what she has got.

A further ST b TaLe e Tater actually intinated that camtahsm

" had deliberately and knewmgw aused the War. * Though the Voice was

; almost certamly speaking out uf poTitical experhem:y rather than
convlct\on, n: did declare that capitalism had ful 1y matuned by ;914
and: was in ‘danger of cdllapse. To prevent’t;h?‘;iérgued the editqriai,

\

1916, 0 G R -

“Byoice, 16 duly,

. *Kiouchou:or Kiou:Chou:" The Germans forced the Chinese to Tease '
them this area of the Shantung Peninsula ‘in' 1906. With Germany engaged :
in War in Europe in 1914, the Japanese moved in.and supplanted them, -

,DC' Watt, A HﬁstnEx of the World in the Twentieth Century, 1899-1918,
London: Pan Books Limited, 1967, p. 78, 28




~found them in the manu ‘e of arms: for ' th

of the var %

This argument was, of course, central-to the Western

E]arlun 5 durat1un 'Iong, anti -War stance. It San, "the ncident at.
SaraJevo asa pretext fo) war... lt was-and is a busmess war",
faedamd the ‘paper “in Decemherﬂg]ﬂ

Surprisingly, the Voice and’its moderate contemporaﬁas were not :

: very convincing, in trying to equm capitalisn and the world confhct. .

The elaborate conspiratomal scenarms that they pﬂlnted/suggesv thatv

. their motive: was only to try and mdlct capitalism, and not to,discern
the causes of, the'War. "1t was all very artificialand md,nqg POSSESS;,
_that tone ‘of conviction that was so apparent when the labour préss. spoke ;
from the heari Also, ‘the-papers did nbt have tine to developithie theme
ﬂg'lly. By the time they had gotten aroundto attacking capxtalism. two

4\' other ;deas began to dominate their thinking. 'On, the one hand- they

began to believe that; the.Mar was_j paradoxically-Teadingto a-bett

‘aliost utopian new ‘order._ 01 the other hand., thetr disthste for Genﬂany '
ad l!y 1916 lntens1fled lntﬂ hatred and so "pruss‘amsm" as a cause of

“-the cﬂnf‘hct bhnded them to.all. other causes, mc]ud\ng capita]lsm

oice; 27"August; 1915.
27, .
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£ "Certainly, by 1917, thelabour press was 'in near’ unanimous © -
agreement ‘on German war guilt.’ Surpnsing'ly; however, - the papers di
mar_@ge."to somé degree. to‘cnstinguish between ‘the. "Military Ca‘stg"

‘and -the German people. Pe_’r’it;dicany, they idid,’ of course, succump_to A
passion and denounce all Germans but generally they directed their
vitriol at the Emperor. He and militarist followers dncreasingly

. |
became the focal point of the press's attacks. Even the Voice, a]mnét |

certainly -the most restrained of the papers; generally withheld nbthmg
in dennunc1ng the Emperor., He was cuns‘stently referred to as, & |
~fanatica] and s A s A e who showed no renorse over the 1
iiriicing oF the LlisTtania’ ‘the morder of Nuree'Gateil, the serial ratis |
upon defenseless English tawus“‘28 Other papers - consistently eéhn_ad the
same sentiments, and became’ convincéd that, the Kaiser was not only the -

‘inshgatur o var, but had delfberately started thé.struggle to prévent

the growth of democracy. .

"Democracy” becane a virtual obsession of the:Tabour press during

1917 18. " And-generally when such _de'velopments occurred, the papers

vere inviriably dble to 1ink them with other ‘predominant issies of the day.’

Perhaps such a tendency was ‘ferely accidental. Perhaps, too, it was

"+ reflexive, a consequence of being overly acquainted with the Marxist

idea of th

clentific! development of society. For whatever the reason,

the papers were certainly able to neany - if not convincingly - estab-

/ /lish a-link hetween nefarious militarism and the growth of democracy . =

Pygice, 7 September, 1917.

’

- Bnis thene s treated v greater detail in a subsequent chapter.




1 '

Y

<« Thus, the BC F'ederahomst dec]ared as.early as December, 1915, that

- Germany started the War, in order to Substitiite "natura] passidns® for
“social aspirations®.30 Two years later, it was still certain that .

Germany could only'maintain its "prussian character” by stopping

31

democracy through war.>' This idea also emerged in the Labor News

s
nearing the end of the struggle. Tt pointed out that’2

Habsburgs and Holenzollerns (sic] have been all for

5 the growth of an arrogant and powerful®aristocracy.
In, the Tand responsible for war and militarism,
agriculture, industries, science, etc. has [sic
“been made accessories tu the cause of autocracy for
centuries...[t is this hatred of democracy an

s fear of the "Day of Democracy" that caused Prussianism

to bring on the war.

Though the. 1abour press did becéme fervidly pro-War, this, at times .

“appeared to be ti& consequence of having to choose between. the iesser

of two_eyils. And while“therd was Tittle doubt in their mind that.’
Geriiany was the greater threat,' the papers did'not confuse patritisn
with suppnrt"fur Canada's political and economic establishment. They - -
did pmfess' thieir Toyalty to the cause, but political oppositions cannot
do otheryise when'faced with such motherhood issues: - Becauss the Har
enjoyed such widespread support, the labour press was thrust into the

position of having to'support the struggle without supporting the

_organization most responsible for its prosecution, namely, the govern-

ment. And just as their.anti-German stance was derived’from the threat
of militarism, so, tao: were many of their doubts about Canada's
government. 4 ¢ 5
30g¢ re&gminnist. 10 Decenbers 1915, e
3lipid., 17 April,-1917. s
32{abor News,’ 20 September, 1918.



While the Tabour papers,did reach the conclusion that a brave new.

e i A ]
-world:would emerge’ from the War, they did not ‘exténd credit to the -

establishment for ustermg its development. Indeed, they suggested

that certain segnents of Ganadian society, including the Guvlernment

séemed intent on\foisting filitarisn upon the Canadian people..

This idea hat mil1tarism was afoot in Canada was perhaps the
shallowdst of all the  attempts by the Tabou press - to dlsp]ﬁrage the
guvemment From the first murmurs of concern in 1915 to'ithe end of

the sporadic campaign in 1918, the argunents remained | inconvincing and
so-obviously politiéally inspired.

In'its broadest téms, there wass of course*revidenci®of créepihg
militarism in Camda,‘ But one had for thE lIVDSt part to be more than
©a little cynical tosee such signs as obvious portents of militarisn,
The exigencies of the War obviously created a need for the:government
to exercise an abnomal degree of social, political and économic control
including censorship and detention withoit trial. These neasures_could
be construed as signs of militarisn. So, too, could the activities of
_ patriotic zealots, Boy Scout organizers, and a host of other people.
faict that the Tabour préss at one tims o another ‘saw ail such organ-
izations as threats to.democracy suggest that they were more intérested
in scoring political points than in stopping militarisn, . -

The loice ‘issued the first varnings against Canadian militarisn 16
June,1915. At the time of course the paper had not-coné around to_all-_
out” support for the ar, and professed some alarm at’the number of
young heretgfore peaceful Canadians undergoing military-training., 1t
omindiis Ty suggested that widespread and intensive military -tratning.

The:

/
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& = cnu1d pruduoe very un?esurahle psychological and, subsequently, social
X “effects. The Voice argued that militarisn was-a state of mind, and ’

L tnousands'af young people vere. being indaccéinathm iR precepts,

In éime, warned the paper, they vould desire: to-test their neiv-found

“skills on "the real thing",%3 The Voice presumably. Feared that/these

Soldiars misnt:be’ dsed'Tn Candda. These types"of chiaroes contiied tn

tie Winnipeq’ paper. For-the next ten mnm“s'..and were climaxed by the most
Tudicrous of the many conspiracy. theories advanced by any of thedabour
papers. Near theénd of April, 1916, an editorial cited unnamed
’ gsychologist; Who argued that sailors and soldiers were the easiest
people to "hypriotize": For that réason; the Voice thought that the
capitalists would attempt to prolong - the struggle until the ‘arny /
5 of destruction. produced a conp fant -army of industrial workers who
would be "more aredable to suggestion”;’ M ps the paper becane nore
stridently-anti-German, its concern ‘for rising‘militarisn at hone

P moderated, though did not disappear /Completely.

The same could be' |
said of all the others, apart from the Western Clarion wm;n,'predi‘ccam.
felt that Canada vas alveady, militaristic, di ffering fron Germany

oy i depres. .- - Ay et g

Ay denial of the usual civil rights, whether.in Canadd or Great.
“Britain; was usually gréeted with eithei protests or ponderous ‘toncern. *
AS the British Government began adopting legislation that involved
considerable social control

, the British labour press reacted quite

-/ N / -
FByoice, 25 dune,1915.

e ; : 4 B .
151d., 28 hpri, 1915. . i d
/
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adversely. Their Canadian counterparts often mimicked them, and
periodically carried reprints of articles that had appeared in_British
papers. -The Labor Leader of London vas the most: comon Source. Thus,
the Voice agreed fully with the Leader's assernon that the Defense of

the Realm Act, the Munitions Act, and the Nannnal Register Act all”

presented proof of a rising tide ol\lit;ar!su in the Empire's heart-

Tand. 38 It was becumlng increasingly obWous, nrgued an Mgust,lgls
ed\tor\al, that an eff’lc(ent military machﬂ\l was incumpaﬂh]e with
democracy. 36 Cnr|ous]y enough, Canada's own War-Measures Act wa!
rarely referred to in this whnle debate e’ven though it was potentm]y

s «
Just as repressive as was its British counterpart. Also, of course, the

" censorship, which all of the papers were subject to, might very well

have made denunciation of the Kar Measures Act highly unlikely:

i

5ee Arthur Marwidk, Britain in the Century of Total-tar, Toronto:
Little, Brown and Company, the Realm Act, -like
Canada’s War Measures Act, pro o d for sweepmg powers by the authorities.
Not only were there provisions sade for ‘the. enforcement of censorship. but
the legislation also authorized the government to control such “rights"
as drinking habits. The National Register Act (1915), not unlike the
Canadian measure a year later, registered and classified manpower. What
raised the ire of British Jabour most of all, however, was the Munitions
Act (1915). . It made provisions for the setﬂmnt of disputes in the
munitions industry, Timited profits, and set up a tribunal to.deal with
offences under the Act.  The clause which caused most concern affected
workers' mobility, thus making it difficult for labouring people to. take
advantage of the tight labbur situation that the War quickly produced.
The article cenczmmg the so-called "leaving certificate" stated that

a person shall not give -edployment to a workman who has within the

previous six months., .been employed. . .with munitions work...unless

he holds a cernﬁcnﬁe fron the employer by whom he was last unployed

that he left with the consent _of thdt employer.

British labour feared that such restrictions(on workers' mhﬂ\ty wou'ld

depress wages while dning nothing about rising prices. See Ma
Britain, p. 74, 100

yoice, 20 August; 1915. ' e
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Because the labour press saw a clear and pressing need jur‘ an
‘efficient military machine in Britain, they were not unduly critical of
the war measures adopted by the British Government. They were mot, of .
cour;e. totally convinced that Such extreme measures were necessary;
but they were at least excusable given the exn_{encus of the War..
Significantly Tess “nilitaristic" practices in Canada were regarded
Somewhat Tess indulgently. The attitude of the Industrial Banner toward
-government by Order-in-Council serves to demonstrate the point. Even
though 'the labour press must surely have recognized the hazards of
trying to conduct fotal war through ghe tine-consuming and very public:
method of parliamentary debate, mé Banner condemned -the governmént - for
doing just that. It'bemoaned tneJ’act that m(ﬂloﬂs ‘of dollars were
I;ein§ spent witholit the consent of either the Comong" or the Senate, and
Suggestéd that government in Canada had become “néarly as autocratic
as it is possible for such an institution to be in a se]f-governing
democracy”. The Toronto paper dismissed as “"a thinly disguised excuse"
the notion that the exigencies of the War required quick and decisive
action! . As far asthe Banner was concemed, it was merely indicative of

- & growing tendency to apply Prussian-tactics at home. 7

Mich of the concern, both real and pretended, no doubt gres out

of a sense of impotence that the labour press certatnly felt during the
_course of the sté‘u‘ggle. The governmnent gave neither labour ‘unions nor
the Tabour press any. reason to beli.eve that they could have any impact
on even those, policies which- d1 rectly affected them The Industrial

‘Disputes Invesﬁgatlon Act, for instance, was exf.ended to the mmtwns

+ Tindustrial Bamer, 12 May, 1916. 1 .



“and justice" enthroned,’0-

* of “the ailitaristic spi

37
industry in March, 1916, right at the.time when labour was tight. The
Act provided® for a.mandatord "cool ing-off* period before any work

stoppage could occur.® The labour press saw this as a further jndication

of militarism. In Fools and Wise Men, David Bercuson contends that "such
actions were al‘ll too ca-on"» and served to antagonize ratherv than placate
tabour. 3 Whie'the Tabour press expressed little concern over the IDT
Act specifically, its means— of introduttion only confirmed the papers’

worst fears; that the government was indeed becoming too autocratic.

- The BC Federationist considered the tendency to circunvent Pardiament

" unfortunate in.light of the thousands who ‘were dying to have "Tiberty _

The! governient was no less dictatdrial on the street ‘than it was in

Parliament -according to the labour press. Coercive recruiting measures

were by.the Industrial Banner in 1916 as.a clear hanifestation

it" rather than military necessity. The paper

protested that recruiting officers had becore so numerous_and obnoxious
Jin Toronto that one could "not perambulateé. the Street without being held

“up and’ amoyed® by one of them.’! Escaping the vecriiting-officers did .

not méan-that one escaped the pressure to enlist. Canada's young wopen

mgabed in.a practice of pinning flowers on young.men of military‘age who

were not in uniform.  The intent of these flower children was-to shame the ~

38havid Ber:usan Fouls and Wise Men: The k'lse and ‘Fall of the One
Big Unwn, oronto; e Ryerson inited, s P. 6 Y

30bid., pi 61,
5
4% Federationist, 20 October, 1916.
#1indus tria) Banner, 12 May, 1916. .

- -
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. "shirker's" into enlisting: Invariably, the labour press linked the .
practice "with militarism, and the young'women, With the upper class.’ =

: ; ; ,
“’Mso held, up for public scrutiny by the labour press were the

soldiers who retimed froi the War for sore reason or another before

its conclusion. Sone of “then. carie ome injured.” Many of them seemingly P T
came home angry ds pracﬂcaﬂy all of the Tabour papers reported more than

one inci derit where 1abour meetings were broken.up by rowdy soldiers -and

ex-soldiers. The Banner found it lamentable -that people who had fought

. for democracy in Europe should attack it in practice in Canada. As’ far

as the Bamer was. concerned, free trade unfons were fundamental to any, =
 democracy. " The federationist of British Columbia also complained

“bitterly about, the disruptive tactics [on 1abour mee'tirigs] employed by

[ .. these people. The paper suggested that their benaviour was worthy of

: Kaiser's Germany and “the crude brutal XhES of medieval days". A The ;

Federati omst continued to voice str‘ong concern about the direction that

Canadlan society was heading throughout the r‘ema!mng years of the War.

\ Numerous visits. fron the censor in the last’ two years, of the struggle” o'l
) may have made. the Federationist a little-less specific in its criticism,

ey < but it made it no less significant. Tt slyly Indicted by suggesting that

C 4t vas not alloved to indict, by declaring that it was becoming "seditious’ -

. to renounce war, and protest against "human stavery". % [ v,

*2Industrial Banner, 2 June, 1915. Ly
g federationist, 2'March, 1917,

443, Castell HopKins, SR, 1918, -p: 307-3\4
45ac Federatiorist, 10 May, 1918. -
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Tgits credit, the labour press, particilarly the Industrial

-Banner;; saw ‘mi

tarisn pot. so michin terms of, periodic governmental

" disregard for democracy, but.as a state ‘of nind; Tnis certainly

appeared to be ltsvmntlvatmg quce Jin 1ts pers1stent campaign tu‘ -
keep  the ml'lltﬂ\"l's't out of the nation's schnnIs .

By ear'ly 1916, and with the War far from reso]ved, some: members of
Toronto's Board of Educatlun became convinced that mlhtary preparédness
seemed more, 1mpurtant than ever-before. Furthermore, they reasoned that
the bestpj ace- ‘t/begm such preparations was with the young. ~Given'.the
attitude wh1:‘ch the.vlndustria'l Banner had often and tirelessly “expressed
regarding militarism, it was Tittle wonder that the paper’ stood Firily
oppo ed to this proposal. Tts opposition ws certainly emtional and
idedl ogical though it initiany approached the sibject in'a rather dis-
passwnate manner. - It suggesﬂed that such a program wou]d be foolhardy
in view of “the fact that thére were far better ways for. the ‘government

to spend money’ The paper also assuned thef military training among
N ;

l the nation's children could have no effectyupon the outcome-of the War;

and since this "war to end all wars" would see the demise of militarism,

it could havé’no use in the distant future.®® The matter kept: cropping
up throughout March and early April, though by mid-April, the Banner
assumed that we_r_yhod}" well understood t);e futility of teaching a-trade
“"that would henceforth have its tools confined” to museumsA.“7 Theré

the n?tﬁer rested, and judging from lack of comment in any of the papers

46ndustrial Banner, N7 March, 1916.
Aibid.; 21 Apri, 1916.
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throughout the summer of 1916, the Banner might have been justified in
thinking the proposal “shelved. Tha'. however, was not so:* In October,
Toronto’s 'education officials agreed to ‘petition Lhe Federal Government
to institute basic military training for all Canadian school children
beyond kindergarten! There fs no evidence indicating whether or. not

..the government gave it serious-consideration. But the Banner certaigly

@id. This only proved to this very anti-militarist paper that Canada
“vas indeed headed in a militarist direction; that there were peoria i
Influential places Who "could not fnnoculate’the virs any. too soon 40
get the poison ‘Working right"i The paper found it incomprehensible that
the Board of Education wanted to build on the "rampant nilitarisn which
is-responsible for the u;r",'especiaily in view of the fact that armies

and navies were: destlned to disappear “to the vanishing polnt" AR,

of
oouma, there was an ines;apahle ambiguity in U\e professed concern over
militarism concomitant with the strongly held belief that: this was. indéed
“the war to en;‘l all wars". And whiTe the Banner was certainly sincere in
its objections to military training, its worst fears were probably over-
stated. g .

Though the War ended in late 1918, the labour press was not mnvinu;i
that militarism had been completely extinguished. Though it certainly was
of secondary Imrtance. especia'lly to such paranmmt ideas as the daunlng
utopia, the papers frequently expressed their- nppusitmn to it. Even the

“481ndus trial Banner, .3 November, 1916.
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- ost opt1m1sk ic of the 1abour press, the radica1 successor to. the Voice,

the Nestern Labot News, rejoiced at the coming demncracy but ruefully.

\ wt 'Lt/cénd not bé taken for granted; fur Pruss1an1sm had been
defeated by Prussmmsm, and as such remamed on a1l tod pervasive
pm'lusophyv. The News. reahzea that force could not extmgulsh it; St
could only acknowledge “the spirit of the times" and ‘agree to its-own
demise.*? The BC Federationist did not. expect that to happen overnight.

) OnW four da‘ys after th’e end of hostilities, the West Coast paper
thought there was too mich -talk about "bedng prepared®, "policing

"actign;" and the Tike, ideas that coild, according'to the Federationist,
result, in compulsory military service.5® The Labor News went even further.
1t suggested that Canadian youth in Isucﬁ organizations. as the Boy Scouts
and ‘the Navy Leagues were already being imbued with a 'se};se of militarisn

though such .groups were considered ignorant of “what they 4are creating” 5

Perhaps, that was why the labour press considered militarism so dangeraus:

its ‘development cou]d appear so |nnucubus

In:a way, the Treaty of Versailles seemed to Justlfy the papérs* fear ,

of militarism. Many of them certainly saw it in that Tight. : Arong " them -

was' the Western Labow Nevis Wifich  decTaraa. it the Treaty was “no_trdumph
e of great princilﬂes and high' ideals" based upon the "undeniable r(ght/s .
of humanity”. The News called it a peace’ that "prepares fresh conflict,
creates new ‘grievances..:,an enulation of the brutal demands: iiade at

" %yestern Labor News, 8 November, 1918.

t, 15 November; 1918,
Sl abor News, 4 April, 1919,

508¢ Federatio
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" Brest Litovsk".%2 - The'views of -the Industrial. Banner were strwking]_y

simﬂar to ‘those. of the Winnipeg paper. “It mafnta\ne;l tha,tvmﬂvtarl smy
had ‘triunphed in Europe, and with flagrant disregard for those who had |
“i. died’to des troy it, had manifested itself in, of a1l things, the peace,

treaty. The Banner prophesied a1 too ‘accrately thac

3 . the conditions out of which'came the old ar are there
<\ .. waiting to make. the nédv war... for the treaty will
reduce Eurcpe to a barbaric welter of misery and tri ba‘l
E conflict, only to be followed by auniversal war mofe
s : - 'barbaric_than the Tast. X o

S0, while German militarismhad not triumphed, itWas. brutally obkious
to "the labour prpss that: thé need for revenge and retribution hid-not

. passed with the fiostilities. ‘And as usual, idealistic papers like,

the Industr-ial Banner believed -that sich conditions did not augur well

for the future.

®

To sumar(zg-. the search for the causes and probleds of the Great
Var Nas ot painsitaklag For the 1Ahnr press. " Indeed; sltnT s et
=, i ‘aid iopgandists Hall, s ncé Mark; fore told how capitalisn would Tead to
“ilitarism and war. The Mar was a glden spporturity ‘for the Tabour press. . -

to vm{fy capitalism, to demons trate how right  the: prophets had been.

1

But itwas not merely that, and it was only infrequently that the Tabour
e ® pabers looked at it in that light. 0f course, they believed that socm-
‘ism-would result “in‘the demise of militarisi. ~Hoever, throughout the
- War, the.papers were'more convinced of ‘the need to defeat militarism,

yes tern Labor fiews , 18 July, 1919".

53industrial Bamer. 6 June, 1919.
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~For mé’ notior

£ . Both’ at home and abroad, than to enmrnnwahsm

| g “:_ " that mﬂIt‘aHsm had caused the’ War uds nat merely an autnmmc, readv«

made response to armed conflict~ the papers “actually be'Heved what the,y

. were saying. There vas, as Wistorians have since venﬁed more. than

Il - /o, measure of truth to thed r argunents. v

The\’lcampaign ‘against mihtarlsm in Canada was nat sn convincing. - “

o o  The papers ere no dnubt cencerned about’ censorship, the denial of certam' i

cIv'l‘l rights’,. tie: \more»systmtlc appl1cat1m of legIﬂ ation such as the *

Indus trial, Disputes !uvest_1gatior|_ Acti They probably felt _that the

‘qountry's Ruling conservative element was™ using the Har to suppress

labsiur's vights; but they imlied. mich nove. - They insinuated that there, \. >
was -a danger of a Phlsslan -style m1htar1sm imposing ltself upon an‘un-
suspecnng Canad‘lan pubHc/ And it seems only fair to say that the
papers, did not believe that tnemse'lves. In short, the fear of mthFr'!sm

+in Dan,adn was more_ pretended than rea] deswned to score puhtn:a] po1nts.







@greed" 2 Thus, ‘edrly in the War, the Tabour press vo‘lced its doubté and

5 . i S

As Canadlans flooded the recruitment centres in the Fall of '|9'|4

. ‘the Voice observed that while so many people appeared willing to sacrifice
their ‘Tives, few expressed the same willingness to part with their money.'
The. Federationist, in suggesting that the War had been started by “gun -

merchants and f\nam:ler‘s whu hoTd national guvernments in the hollow Of
seTe tn Pavour of confiso&ng all profits -

For "as long as people pi o\ﬁ't from war

their hands", declared

arising, from the conflict.
"nations will continue to skewer thenselves’on their

argued the paper,

cnncems ‘over the sacrifices that Canadians were ‘making
On one side, at least, the sacrifices were indeed substantial. When

the guns finally fell .silent in November, 1918, mor;efthan sixty thousand
Thousandss of ‘others came
5 /

Canadians had fallen "for King and Country".
But in 1918, the news was not all ‘bad.

-home crippled in mind and body.
The Nova' Scotia Steel and ‘Coal.Company showed a record profit’ of §3.5
The' Steel Company of Canada

* million, up from $236 thousand in-1914.
" had a_most p'rosperous year" with profits. totalling $5.3 million, up
‘Had there rea]'(y been equa‘th of sacrifice during the

‘9001 over ]914
Greag War? Tn this questmn, the 1abnur press gave a resounding "No".

s d|ce § Novenber, 1914.

o 25c Federatwmst 2 Septen\ber, 1914

‘3‘!.‘ Caste'l] Hopkins, CAR, 1919. p. 415,
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© p#%  The purpose of this chapter is to examine the medns by which the

'Iabuur papers sought to demonstrate the inequa'lity of the sacrifice.

It will offer a brief review of. business activity durmg the nustmms, ;

highighting some-of ‘the more notable examples of the profitability of

war. Tt will point out the effoFts of the labour préss. to,contrast the

plight of ‘the unemployed - later, the underpaid - worker with.a

comiinity enjoying a surfeit of profits. Lastly, the chapter will show

how. the Tabour press tried to incriminate the government. for tolerating

 the-dnequities especially in réspect to food prices.
ot For most English Canadians, at least; there was .htt]e doubt as to’
’ . what the.€xtent of the sacrifice should beﬁ “The propagandists had
settled that question early with widespread reports of German atrocities.
E “Hun" and "Boche” were {dentified early with cruelty, and that impression
only strengthened as the War wore' on. [f there ever was a war between
good and. evil, this was & . People were expected to protect everything
that was dear to them from that perverse Prnss\an “kultur". Thus with
such clearly defined antagonists, the proposition facing Canadians ir
1614-18 was quite clear: either accept' Teutonic donination with a1l its
attendant: evils, or prepare to sacrifice all to preserve the accumilated
% blessings of years of, development of denocratic. insti cm»ans . The in-
tense emuhons of the times could not accept qalified Conmi trents from
any. group, be it the Liberal Party of 1917, or the profit-oriented
) business culmuumty Profit meant self indulgence. <
. The one\area of agreement between”the labour press and the business-
men was the desiralnhty uf a‘Geyman defeat.  Paradoxically, howevar, it

© was in part be:ause\nf that gener‘a'l agreement that the labour press fuund




Y .
profits so unaccaptable, especially those seemingly. in excess of the norm. T
Also, partly because of these profits, the labour press:could wholeheart- [
edly-and fervently condemn both-Canadian society and the German militar-, *

“ists. Canada, with its capitalist s,Jstém of exploitation, could hardly

.claim to be a nodel for humanity fron the point of view of ‘the labour,

press. In many instances, these propagators of socialism and educators'

of the working class considered capitalists and conservative governments .

“only slightly more conscionable than. the Hun: The Tabour press use7( -

the War.to'highlight that very point. !

!
While the papers were obviously opporfunistic, there can be no A
suggestion that they merely used the.war to further their own ideas. i
They readily condemned capitalis and government failure to check - - s
profiteering, but they certainly felt justif;ed in doing that. For they ' - :
saw -py‘nf»i_ts, sometimes, obviously, targe profits, being made by a-few
while jiterally hundreds of thousands of Canadians demonstrated a willing-
ness to sacrifice not merely their money, but their lives, for a CEUSE
which’ seemed universally worthwhile. In this fight,to crush G/many and
“enthrone democracy", self indu!gence was simply unacceptable since it
fan counter to.the ‘Fu‘lﬂfﬂ'lment of these twin goals. ' .
There can be\ilJtﬂe doubt that business did make substarntia"l profits %
dufing, the coursé of hostilities. But irre;peptive of whether they, did

or did not, the simple fact remains’that people believed that profjteéring
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was r'ampant.“ Nrstestations to the contrary in both government and
‘business publications, notably the Labour Gazette and Industrial Canada,

had no effezt whatsoever. Indeed, mistrust of:both 'ir\st\'tutiuns appar-

. ently hardened as the Har wore on. - Certainly, the high prices could. not

be' explatned away: in teris of "Shortages’, “market forces”, and all the
_rest of the jargon that was used to dampen the concern. ‘As the conten-
porary economist - of wartime Canada, W.A. MacKintosh - suggested a few
months after the end of hostilities, high prices had only one meaning

for ost. people - high profits.? MacKintosh argued that something should

suspicions, manyrof them \mfounded

have been done to allay people}

Iistead,” the politicians:gave "sermons on the dangers of tanpering with:

" economic law when what was desired and needed was practical advice!.

When inquiries wére undertaken, according to MacKinf.osh, "thgy tended to

corroborate rather than disprove”iwhat the general populace suspected.”

In what was almost certainly a reference. to the case of Sir Joseph

Flavelle, Mackintosh stated that “the oné notable case which came up-for

“public review'ended in the pub]‘ication of a few facts which left the head

Ywany. of the major dailies believed that ‘profiteering was widespread.
Two 1iberal - and Liberal - dailies, the Toronto Star and the Ottawa
Citizen were just as convinced as the labolr papers of the culp: a511 T.y of
the business community in so far as profiteering was :uncerned
Globe found the cronies of Sam Hughes particularly repugnant. Saturda
Night, an independent weekly, made bitter and repeated attacks upon S
Joseph Flavelle, head of the Imperial Munitions Board. These attacks

. continued throughout November and ‘December, 1917, while the paper

supported Union Government. Even the Financial Post urged the Government
to take.full responsibility for directing war-related industries. For a.
review of the Post, see Gayle Dzis, “The Financial Post on the Home
ant". (Unpub’hshed MA Thesls Univers\ty of Waterloo, 1973 )

MacK\ntosn, "Econamcs, Prices and the War", Queen's (uarterly,
Apr‘l'l 1919, p. 459. P P
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of the firm concerned convinced of his rigM.eousness, the pum}mg

s
vinced of his guilt, and the government in-a: quandary®. : oo

So much aderse publicity swirled around the business c'n-mini':y

during the War that there was 11tt]e wonder pedple were ready to believe -
the worst. . During 1915, 1t as revealed that con!rucwrs fiad defrauded g &
the Han1mba Government of more: than a million dnl'lars in .the Government . x|

Building ‘Scandal.” Mackenzie's and Hann's fepeated trips to, the public ‘1 E
11 to bail out the prlva,te]y owned Canadian Northern Railroad was not |
overlnoke\eithu.a In military purchases, there was a 1itanyof scan: |
- dalous: actlvities including spavined horses. substandard boots, and of |
course the infanous Ross rifle. Other charges concerned profiteering * ~ |

indrugs, binoculars, trucks, field dressings, bicycles, even jam.” In [

1915, President Shaughnessy of the CPR opposed Sam Hughés' call for
500,000 men on ‘the grounds, that the nation's industrial affairs would”
suffer serious disruptions.'® For his patriotism, Shaughnessy was award-
ed a baronetcy. Hidden from piblic view; there were machinations

completely at odds with the public pronouncements on an all out,. .. i

Sibid., p. 452:459. - : 2
TSaturday Night, 28 August, 1915. Ve e
BRalph Allen, Orderal by Fire:  Canada, 1910-45, New York: 0 ip

and ‘Conpany, Inc., T96T, p. 56-61. i

glh\d..p.UZ. T HER LT

10e1bert Terence Haylock, "ThHistorical Tradition behind the .
Establishment of the Enploynent Service of Canada, 1896-1919", Dalhousie:
 Unpublished MA Thesis, 1970, p. 73.. - .
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patriotic effort; Peter Edward Ryder, dn his study of the Imperial
Munitions Board, found many bus1ne§smn motivated by. pmﬂt and not by
patriotism. Frederic Nicholls of the Canadian General Electric Company:
".was typical of the genre. In November, 1914, ®Wcholls agreed to dnstall

plant equipnent. to produce shells, but oily ¥ the governpent could
n ° y :

|

guaral\tee a five-year market.
““The_ insatiable appetite of the conflict created™ “a mﬁ-ke:mm
Timi tless demand -and tcrresponding opportunities -for profit.” The

: Financm Times understatedly called Stelco's Targe profits for 1918 "a

very satisfactory parformance" 12 Dur'ng the same period, the Nov

Scotia Steel and Coal Company increased its net earnings by 15001-']3
Smﬂar (m:yeases were recerded by nearly every sector of Canadian
industry. The railways did nnt do weTl, and the pulp and paper companies
| * fared I:e'(ativelby poorly. During the four years of fostilities, the
Tatter companies’ value of production rose by slightly more than Toox. 14
The adverse publicity created by the profits surpr'lsingly caused Tittle
hesitancy among the-business: commnity“in publicizing their performance.

Rather, Industrul Canada, a publication’of the Canadian Manufacturers'

\Associaﬂon, boasted of the record:" frpm 1914 to 1917, iron and steel’ .
Wpeter Edward Ryder, "The Imperial Munitions Board and its - [

ationship to Government, Business and Labour, 1914- 20" University
Toronto; LInpuh'Hshed Ph.D. Thesis, 1974 P 15.

lznnancm Times, 19 April, 1919.
Vyopkins, CAR, 1919, p. 415. g

Yibid.,
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exports increased by 186%, and its value dem‘ﬂs 5 million to $305 - ; o

million.: Only agricultural implements showed & decTine, by 50%.1%
wgre these profits exorbitant? . Industrial Canada tacitly. suggested

ef 5 B % T.hey were exceptmnaL - Though much of the adverse.comment from a
Variety of sources was terfied "uninformed criticisns G.M, Mirray, editor
of the Canudian Menufactirebe’ ASsoetation wntily did concede T &

auly 17:article, that business was doing very well. But fié Sondarad
“the narrow minded people who see only the big profits of the moment

.2 instead of looking at business activity over a number of years. Murray

also admitted that not.all of the money.was being reinvested to increase
Canada's productive capacity; "some of the ‘special profits that have
: ) .

accrued from war account” were being disbursed as "extra dividends", and

some was being "reserved" for réconstruction. | 6 The thousands who'stood . -~
e in the unemployment lines in 1919 m1ght well have wondered whdt Had ’
§ & B
happened - to these reserves. | -

. .. o Simply stated the labour press trusted neither the govemment nor
the business community. They had good reason to avoid.putting much fa1th
. E " in.the businessmen, for apart from the fact that many of them were no
doubt profiteers, there was also the question of attitude. Employers
generally Tooked upor ‘labour as merely another commodity whose pj{ce
fluctuated with the demands of the imarket. é G. Henderson, President of
the CMA, imv”c!t'ly alluded to that line of thuught when. he appeared

g . "®Industrial .Canada, September, 1917, p.|789. : i i

61bid., duly, 1917, p. 490. . o




“to eke out a Tiving in VanCouver ‘this winter®.

before Ontario's Royal' Commission on X in 1915, In
business, he declared that'?
n.e fact: that rates of wages have been well maintained
hef the supply. of 1abor 30 far exceeded demand bears
Eloquent testimony to"an attitude of fairness and
helpfulness on the part of the employers.
That kind of not so benign paternalism was patently obsolete in.a world »
where equality was at least iﬁph‘ed in the propaganda that exhorted both
workers and bus inessmen to'give a united effort, To expect a national
.emergency, even total war, to eradicate years of ingrained suspxcmn. and
to hope that erstwhile adversar\es could becone trusting partners, was
perhaps asklng too much.:

At the very beginning of the War, ‘before profiteering became an

" issue) the cynicism was already apparent. In early August, 1914, the
BC Federationist watched the troop to the recruitmént centres

and opined that men would "sooner take a-chance of being shot than try

o In an era when there

_was no precedent foretelling a correlation between war and jobs, the labour

press had not even a pmni“&e n_f employment to look .fomard to. Indeed, "
‘the Tndustrial Banner had only Providence to thank for the Jobs that were
created in m winter of 1915 ~ digging out from exczptmnany heavy snow
s%.oms.19 ln short, the labour press saw ahsolute\y no*good whatsoever

emerging from the War, and feared that it.wduld becone nerely an oppor-

tunity for busm:ss to make more money.

Quoted in Voice. 13 'August, 1915.

T8¢ Federationist, 7August 1008,

‘gxndustrm aamr, 5 February, 1915.

o
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*. The Tabour press gave the” wark effnrr qua‘l]fmd support frmn the
beginning.. Its backing-would certainly have been more than half
heartedly given had not the issue of profits and ‘profiteering inter-
ven;d. The often- moralistic.papers could riot really condone the
sacrifice of bodies while money seémingly: enjoyed pymoéiun. There *
was, however, one. paper. which saw ‘things quite differently. ~That was‘ i

the Lahor News' of Hamilton. | The News had neither qua'lms nu(‘ doubts

about the War, and that attitude was wel] reflected in its early -
coments “on the needéd sacrifice. ;
During the: first fed nonths of hostilities, the News corcerned
itself only with o1d fashioned patriotism, exhortations to worker and
soldier, condenmatlon!for the shirker apdthe Hun.. ihile paers 1ike
the'BC Federationist vere arquing. that war and profit were nefarioisly

related, the Labur News wds mainea{nmg tnat this was not the time to

‘mscuss such matters. The News even downplayed the ‘concerns of the major

dailies-as it related to unworkable rifles; crippled horses, bad food.at

‘thé front, and the Tike. " It felt that»such“negativ!sm would only prolong

‘the conflict.’
Whether inadvertently, or by desxgn, the Labor News looked upon the

bright side of things. In'the steel city, war quickly vmade tself fe'lL

As early as March, 1915, the News noted the positive effect “that the
hosmmes were havmg qpon the unemp'loyment Tines. It even declared

i
that the future Tooked br!ghter as it predicted further war production,

‘

Labo# News, 6 April, 1915. 5, .
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o . and erroneously reported that the British War OFfice was insisting upor”

the implementation.of.a fair wage clause in all contracts awarded: to
vt
i : Canadian manufacturers.?! -/ S w1

Throughout. 1915, and ‘the following year, the News remained &n-un-

abasfied patriot; and defender of the Seatid aubl Instead of condemning’
the, wealthy, it mere]y asked.for. donations of guns so_ that the vorkers
. might end the Cavagior %014 bughouse Wilhelm".? Tn'so far as it was’
¢ :oncerned the issue of the War was c'lear cut. It saw Germany as:the
‘ . ,,per_snnm:mor_\ of evil,'and s0"had to be disposed of . As for the.” )
- incessant fault“finding of the other labour papers, “the News usually

$aé iod 4
disregarded it, though periodically ridiculed what it-'saw as mere

sophistry.. Papers Tike the Industrial Banmer for instance often be-

moaned the’ fact that the "npropertied classes" were doing.a dispropor- . "
/ . tionate share of the fighting, a fact that the News thought Wholly. self :
" evident and natural given the preponderance of their numbers. 23
In“its inclination to accept the decisions of government and busi- ' . \
ness in directing. the'war effort, the Labor ows had Fa- i tators among
! ) the contemporaries. ‘In the main, the papers showed a vociferous re-
Tictance' to accept némvelmm.-nt s guidance of ‘the war econony. They dise
. rejecte? ‘the idea that business would produce 1n good fa'(th the necess.gry

/ material for waging war. ' Contrary to the 1nterpretat1qns of the Labor

© o~ News, the labour press in gener’a] realized @hat the "unpropertied class"

/21“:1' 21 Marchr=fa1ts, ) o .

/ 21pia., 23 Ju’ly. 1975. ; i

/ 23La|mr News; 17 Decenber, 1915.




7 thrust of their argument was against profits per se. R
2 As mdustry responded to ‘the grow1ng demands of the war machme, ‘the

= =457
had to cany the burden of the hy:t if the War was ‘to be won. - The
papers’ argunent was\moral, and based partly upon that ‘assumption; todt
the wage earners would indeed have to fight, That being the case, how-
ever,_ the labour press became genuinely outraged when they malized ﬁat
wlnle countless thwsanﬂs offered up their lives, there-were too many
For the sake of inwct nf course,

others mnvaud as usual by pro
the Tabour papers hlghllghted the 'Iahnomla'l 3 proﬂts but the overall

co-existence of worker sacrifice and business proﬂts became Increasmgly
|nto1erab1e. Industry conﬂn;d. tb insist on-the former while cdltivating
thellatter. At Teast, the papm chought\ In Septenber, 1915, the:
Indbstrial Banner.lashed out at “the “mouth patriots" who, with the one

1 3
. hand.contributed to patriotic funds whilp with the other slashed the
workers*® wages to pay for their contributions. The paper declared that

f ‘anyone deserved publ ic. acclain, { ‘yas certainly not the rich who

merely donated 4 i1)-begotten-gains; it m:s instead ‘the workers and soldiers’

lhnse'cnntr on to the pvgservatlon of freedom was terribly obvious.

Banner made a pointed to the uﬁ‘u to
accept suh par wages even when-the dzmand for their serv\ces was -threat-

ening. the supp!y. The Federat t also used the mecnamcg as an

\ 111ustration. of the true colours of the business community. lt_po!nied

\

*As used ﬂre nechanics, refer to a host of jcbs associated unh
maintaining and tou'“ng factory machinery.

24 dustrial Banner, 17 September, 1915.
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to the apposition of the CMA to the recruitment of Canadian mechanics
for Britishindustry ih the spring-and summer of 1915, and suggested -
that if the Bﬁif,‘a’::m;gs' Association was as "enthusiastic in their ~
desire to éacijifa"t"e the plans of the British gpire as they profess,”
the ‘best thing they. could-do is’ facilitate the passage of mechanics to .

‘Britain”.?% The Federationist, of course, conveniently overlooked the

“'fact that Canadfan manufacturers were making a valid point.: They con-

tenued'that such a recruitment effort ‘would'niot ‘only harm them by de- -

pleting. the skilled 'luhuur supply but would also hamper. the hation's

productive capacity.26
But even when business had a; valid point to make, they zn:her made
it poorly, orthe labour press chosé ‘to ignore it. Such. ineptitude and

_seeming greed as prompted the CMA t6 oppose sending Canadian workers, to

. vBritain accomplished nothing more t;mn arouse suspicions that the vnr'\

merchants worked with a “business as usual® attitude. The Voice, Tike

" its co\;nterparts. for instance, felt that business had an obligation to

subordinate "pence” to_the compon'good, to place the general welfare of,
The Marxist Western Clarion

the state above individual well being.?
typifying the opinion of the extreme left wing, saw nothing uﬁusua}"in
the behavluur of these’ “gnomes and ghouls of capitalism”. Un11k;' the '
vnderate papers, it was not surprlsed that the cap"allst wou/d "lick

258¢ Federationist, 2 July,i 1915.
®Industrial Canada, July, 1916, p. 396. . . -

2yoice, 17 December, 19154




§ shnrtages repla:ed unemployment in most industries,

. cHnbed at a r;,ate of 15%. Wages did not keep paee.zg\lndeed the only,
/ il g

! b
T8 g 3 o ' -
dm ok G \

\c\pahon of more pror ts whlle the

thelr dui cy chups in p]easant al

awt‘u'l wurk of butchery and rapine pmceeds”

The CIarian certahﬂy overstated the case. Thev’e \was, however, an?

mcredllﬂe measure of msensltlvn:y shovm by the corp gtmns durmg the
e
'I

course of hostilities.* For a'lung vith the casualty t the daily papers(

pub’l’lshed the annua] f\nanﬂal statements ofcumpames wh\ch appeared tn

be reap1~_ a fme harvest frnm the b]ood 1ettlng S perhaps 1t was nut

_snrprlsmg thac as' the ﬂeath :ount mounted,’ the labour p ess contmued to

7berate business even more vlgvruusly The ast two »ears of war were in

- that regard a repeat of ‘the first two, Charactenze nn'|y\hy deeper dlS-

“trust,) mcreasing bitternesss and cynicism.

icé, -the labour‘ p

s a yardstlck of the sa

pose casual ties. and unerploynent statistics wi:h.‘pm[icg.' By/1916,. 1apour

ut the economic

" “problems cf “the ‘country's Workforge continued. "Lt wds supp‘lanted hwever,

by anothet. prablem, that of- inflation wmch from-mid 915 tu Ju]y of 19]6,

people who appearéd to be beating inflatibn were ‘the b\sinessn\en, a fact

which caused the Western Clarion to greet the' "Happy New Year" of 19]5,

2yestern Clarion, August; 1915,

" Plabour Gazette; duly, 1921, p. 968, i

3. cou \d always juxta- | .




this observation: 0. B Bhes 5 S g it et
* Hypocritical junk! Nothing pertaining to happiness
Suggest itse1¥ to workers armed with a knowledge of .
the past. Capitalist manufacturers with fat contracts
2. can;Iodk happily forvard. " The earth and its full-
“ess s theirs.

- The rhetoric was more subdued in the other papers gener‘al'l_v, but
o %

. the message was essennal'ly the same as. the Clarion's. " On 6. ApriT, 1916,

E the Vulce matter—nf—facﬂy\sta\“ed "Caplta'l is making mcney out of the

Wart.. Uhile it referred to'no company. in particular, as was usual’, -the

paper described profits as’ "'lbnord'(nate“ while “patriotic’ donations™ a -
i

o B 5% ensured a guaranteed méome from the War long after. the s'Iaughter
) 2 31
d:

coase

The 5% r‘EferredH‘,D the interest paid on Vlctor‘_y Bnnds, a

g rather snall amount cunsménng the inflation’raté. The Voice was

corréct, however, in suggesiting that the wealthy, in buying the hnnds.

“were assurmg themselves o f a_post-war income;; ‘bﬁ,’ far the biggest purs .

i _éhasers.- were, the banks and.{ ‘:he corporations. % - These, tooj were ‘the

. ‘same people who1 the sannertcharged, prate mos't about patrintism angd
Toyalty to the flag",: ye ut up the Toudest Holler"

) © o osign of taxat1an.33

at _the stightest.

3“we s te‘r’n

31v i e 6 April, \

\ ©
32500 Cra\g McIyor Monetar:
et Torantod Macri T1an Cumpany S Canada Lid.
ﬂh‘m yielded ay the second and. third‘war 10ans, the. hanks subscribed
$110m." Of "very considerable lmpuﬁtante\ in contributing to the success,
of government, funid raisiing was_the lexistence of 'abnomaﬂy Targe profits
vhich made it possible [for business to buponds.

Bindustrial Bamner, 3 Harch, 1916: ™

"2lag A e 2 s




“not trustéd, and any money which they made was genérally assumed to have

saw business tak‘{*ng place in an "unpar:a11e1ed reign of graft',as it was, not

-89 & N
In suggesting that the business community was a vociferous critic
of taxation, the:Banner was, of course, wrong. Tndeed as a group, the . '

o . O
Businessmen accepted, the Income’ Tax and fhe Business Profits Tax of 1916 |
with relative equanimity. In reference to the latter tax, they ‘acknow-

Tedged that "25% on profits in excess of 7% can scarcely be held to be

burdensone”. The CHA did feel that the “fair" though admittedly i \

“palitically...unwise" method would have "exacted from the farmer, and . ‘, i

even the wage earner- his proportionate cambpibutton®, 3% !
No matter how large the taxes might have been, the Jabou® press

would. almost certainly have considered them totally inadequate.’ To the

press, these were not merely taxes on profits, but taxés on profits that

were criminally acquired.” Thus, whe the BC Federationist, in March,1916,

merely voicing its own convictions, but beliefs common to the whole labour

press. The "war contractors" as they'were sometimes called were simply v

come from corruption, The.BC Federationist suggested that no matter what
the extent-of the national need, the capitalists "would not stray from the . . F
“tifie-honored ethics" of trying to maximize profits.5®

= 3 ndustrial canada, Ouly, 1916, p. 379. ° »
388 Federationist, 31 March, 1916. i

, g )
361bid,, ‘31 March, 1916,/ L ~ . A s
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P Because business;” according to the Tabo press, showed no inclin- -
atwn\ t(k deviate from the pv‘oflt motwe, it reasaned that gnvEr‘nment had
"4 responsﬂn'hty to control the campames ‘At the sane time, the papers
¥ felt that guvernment could do Sm\ethlng about the: sorry state of the wage'
. eamers. [t was genera]ly assuned that wages did not keep pace with the
_cost of 1iving during 1914-16. To remedy this situation, labour organ-
1zatmns. \nc'ludmg the labour press, pressed the authori ties to make fair
| g wage clauses mandatory. in a1l contracts awarded by the Canadian Government
and the lmper\i'( Munitions Board. Sir Robert Borden agreed with the re-
quest, -and had fait wage clauses included in work done-for his government.
Hovever, the TMB proved to be considerably more intransigent ever though

a long list of powerful figures on both sjdes of the Atlantic approved of

thz‘idem These .included .the federal Minister uf‘Labor, Thomas Crothers ,
Director of Labour. for tie TMB, Mark Trish, and the British Hinister of
MImIt.‘IDnS, Winston Churchll'l . :The one immvéblé stumbling block was thé
1B hea Sir doseph Flavelle, described. by David Bercuson as a belfever

"if "the rack-solid principles of individialisn®.” Tnitially, he feared

making conditions “too onerous" for Canadian manufacturers .which: would -

drive much needed business to the United States.3®

Later, he offered the,
rather: lame excuse that the inclusion of fair wage clauses would only

create problems in the many factord es working quite well without them.® '

37payid Bercuson, "Organized Labour and the, Imperial Minitions Board",

% Indus trial Relations Industrielles,, Vol. 28, P. 611, 613. Hereafter cited
-. Bercason, "Organized Labour

. 35Ryd_exr, ~The Tmperial Minitions Board"”, p. 378. : l
- 39Bg'y:cuson, "0rgan1z§d Labour. ..", p. 605.
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The result was ‘that laboup did not get its fair wage clause.

. an attempt-to curb the iricreased industrial unrest ‘in the munitions

:i‘ndustry‘,w the ;ovemment placed the workers under the Indu;m‘a"l Disputes
Invéstigation Act. " : o, i
Surprisingly, the Tabour press accepted the IDIA vuth very Tittle

objection.. ‘The BC Federatinmst continued to’ campaign for a*fair wage
wClause, seemmg'ly a]mnst oblivious to the fact that the IDTA was intended
as a suhstnute The Act, which basically provided fur a-thirty day
cooling-off period before the commencenent of a’ str!ke, did not sit well
with the Industrial Banner. The Banner was the only paper which suggested
that this was mérely another attempt by the government to make the worker.
Tive with as Tittle as poss\h'le while, allowing the arms merehant a free
reign to exp]mt the s1tuat\on for.his own praht The paper reahzed«_
that it could do little to reverse the-situation, but hoped that -the
introduction of - the restrlct\ ve IDIA would “make the workers do a little .

Serious thinking®.!!

In its -opinion, "this was s1mp]y another example of
the workers bearing tha burden of war. .

With labour's faﬂure to win a fair wage clause, strikes rose
alamingly, as did both the nunbers of workers and the numbers of
companies involved. Tn 1916, for example, 26,000 workers engaged in

work stoppages while, in 1917, this figure rose to 50,255. The conpanies -

" Opar days Tost due to strikes jumed Fron 95,000 in 1915 to| . -
1 i in. 1917 Ses fuckley and Uraushard, | Aistorical Statistics
of Ginaga; Series bize - 43..p.

Iﬁdustria]'Banner. 24 March, - 1916. . F—
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affected nunbered 332in 1916 but increased to 758. in the fn]]omnq year.,
Man=days Tost increased by 500842
from s§t1sf1ed with the economic side of the War. What 1ittle "government
interference there-was.in the economy seemed designéd to harm workers
rather than protect ‘them. from unscrupulous profitesrs. The TDTA was
éertain]y viewed in that’“ght, even though Borden‘ had tried in vain to
force Flavelle to-accept the fair wide alternative.  This'failure oily

. ]
contributed to the common notion that government was inactive and heed-

.+1ess of labour's neéds.

If profits and govérment ihaction in curbing them did not convince

the Tabour press that workers'were bearing a disproportionate share of’

the War's cost, rising food and fuel prict_as might very well have.

- part fron militarism§ which ‘the papers cons tantlydecried e
rampaging’ cost-of 1iving wa3 the one specific fssue which raised the

ire of the papérs more than any other. The dissatisfaction which it
generated; developed. from the assumption that high prices were umecessary;
and that government could control"these prices at will, Indeed,: the *
government did acknow'ledge on ccas'hm that it could control the - high/
prices, but its reasons for nog doing so were quite ‘different Fron what

the Tabour. press bel ieved. 43 The papers also beTieved that the govern-

" ment was. downp]aying the real cgst of ’hvmg mcreases and publ lshing

false reports. The Industrial Banner, for example, suggested that
T P
“42uckiey and Urquhart, }hstarh:al Statistics, p. 107

“hopkins, CAR, 1917, 5. 354-357. High prices enforced thrift. /

Clearly; Canada's workers. were far. .




_ politicians got “their e

‘ate, the peopie are talking about".*> .

. =8 -
workers knew the reports tobe Falses sm:e ‘they were wen aware of
“how far- their pay envelope will go". 3 :

By mid-1916, the.expressions of concern over rising food prices’
increased appreciably. The tenor of une’editorh'l opinion was symbol-

ized by the comments of - Toronto's Banner in its Septemer‘l issuel It

argied that the people fad the " right to be protected fron the *patriotic

.speculators and fourflushers” who controlled the food 1ndustry It

rapped the government for. its "_ine‘xcusalﬂe inaction” in deal ing with
thesz matters, but veslgnzﬂ itself to the status quos | since it was
"comn kmwlédge" that tre pr‘uf'lteer'lng :nrpurutions "owned" Ottawa's -
polmn:\ans the paper expected nothing to be achieved unti'l these

er to ﬂ)e ground" to "find out -mat th! elector-

Throughout 1916 and into the first half of |9|7 the Tabour press

“did its” part to make the politiciins aware of the general desife to have

food prices controlled. The campeign was persistent and intense, and,

at times, the rhetoric reached a fever pitch.  Those feelings did not
merely derive from the fact that the_ socialist labour press and conserva-
tive governments. were natural enemies. On the issue of food prices, the
b et 1T, were aned by Hore than a desire to score 1deologieal

points. They firmly beHevedvf)nt there was no reason for the high prices,

“that Canada, with its vast storehouse of natural wealth should have been

“ Industrial Banner, 23 March, 1916, -/ S

“stndustria'l Banner, 1 Septenber. 1916.

Rl
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- able. to provide its éitize,ng with the necessities of lifeat reasonable
prices. The consensus was . that high prices grew out of greed, and a
sinple unwillingness on the part, of the government to take on' the Food—
7 profiteers. ~The Voice

considered price control amere matter of resolve,
; agoverniient decision that. would raise few problems in ts implementa-
tion. %6 ' )

- Meanwhﬂe, food prices continued to escalate, up 38% by thﬂ end of
~ . 1916 as cumpared with 1914, and. the Tabour press was crying out for

=~ remedies, So disgusted was the Vi

ln ‘the spring nf \9'\7 that it

suggested that every varehouse in e cointry should be "ransacked” and: | .,

its hoarded supples released upon the. market. 47 A'Goverment Report on -
the Cost of Living had pointed m:lt as ea‘;‘:y as 1915 that hoarding was

taking place on a Targe scale but nothingfhad been done about it. 18

Instead, the high prices wer usually blared on shortages, an. explahation

v 7. that carried Tittle weight with the Tabour press. As: the BC Federationist

pointed out in 1916, the wheat crop had -been  "prolific" in 1915, and

"good" in 1916 yet bread prices continued a steady climb. Thus, the.

answer to high prices was simple: - profiteering.*?

%oice, 11 May, 1917.

ibid:, 11 May, 1917,

Bc Federationist, 20 October, 1916.

e
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There can be'no doubt “that the Tabour press be'Heved that prof- -, B

1teer‘|ng Was wldespread They saw man so well equipped "ty satisfy the

mterial needs of society", and could of fer no explanation for ‘the b

cconomic conditions! other than greed.’ Ina way, of course, they were

right. But they spoke from a Socialist vantage point, and their o

..‘
=

sense of idealism seemmgw blinded them to the' fact the greed, was a

necessary feature of capitalisn, Thehigh prices might very well have
Teflected that featum but it also. provided that very necessary
economic service of stimulating supply, and then de!‘ermi ning how that
supply. was shared. The labour papers believed that price’ should be "
determined by the cost of production. “As such,: ther‘,e were justified and’
unjus tified prices. ! ) N
The spiraling cost njf Tiving was considered totally unnecessary in
Canada, "a Tand",- according to the ‘Industrizl Banner, "flowing. with
“milk and honey". The Banner failed to seehow the govérnment could sit
ity bywhite® " 5 P se by W,
millionaires grow 11ike mushrooms; where corporations
flagrantly advertise in the daily papers that they . Yol
make thirty percent, and more, per annum, over and
- " above the war taxes’; where governments legislate -for
big business; where war contractors, profiteers and

grafters are glutted at the trough; and. the public
treasury “is raided with impunity. ]

yndustrial. Banner, 8 December,.1916.

5Mndustrial Bamner, 18 ¥ay, 1917.
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Unti11917, such allegations produced. few results. ‘Both industry
‘and govermment contined to preach "the identity of interest! shared by
X 1aﬁour and capital, a point of view tha‘t b);‘ the middle of the War was not
subscribed to by a single paper. 'The opinion expressed by the Voice in
April was typical of th'e tanadian Tabour pre’ss in general. It maintained
that Tabour could not co-operate with guvernment and |ndustry until those
two 1n5t!tut1ons showed some measure of Sens1t|v‘lty for Iabour s problems.
The all important concern, food prices, was beginning to be . acknow-
Tedged by the “authorities by mid-1917. Of course, an important consid

eration “in this regard was that the Tabour press was only one of many

voices demnding government intervention.. Large dailies such as the Horld

of Vancouver, the Ottawa Citizen and the Toronto Star also demanded

/, . . 4
government action’in dealing with rising costs of Tiving. ~The public,

general 1y, complained, 52 and action was taken. ‘The end result of~all the
sproar of course was -the establishing of the office of Food Controller.
“W.J. itanna, an-Ontardo Tory MLA and a' Standard 011 lawyer, headed"up the -
‘office. His mandite might well have been enacted by the labour press it-

self: hewas empowered to "make regulations where he deems it in the

public interest...governing the prices of any article of food, and the

53,

storage, distribytion, sale and delivery thereof".”” For a government

with a well-docurented?reluctance’ to tamper with the market place, these

nawd Edward Sthith, “*Emergency Government in Cmda", CHR; Vol. 50,
1969. p- z

/\53‘ Corry, "Growth of Government Activities in Canada, 1914-21",
" CHA REEOV".S, 1939-40, p. 63.




: - 57-
! measuresrappeam:;ylrfu] as they weré““popular It certam}y seemed 4
S7F the government had “finally_gotten “its ear to the ground" i :

; . "Cansumers as aclass", wrote' J::Castell Hopkins in the Camdian‘

Mug 1 Revi.ew, assﬁmé‘d Food Controller was synonomous with,price :

conér’oner.“ S0;too, did the Tabour press, The Industrial Bamter for
examp]e, though it confessed considerable m\sg‘lvlngs abuut "the. corpor-’

ationist. tamt" of Hannay caﬂed his appomtment “the crowning achieve-

ment“ of ‘the Borden Administrati on. * The acco!ades angd acﬂa‘lm was . & e
shortlived when it became.painfully ohvious that the free enterpnse ’

Davper ot o tnbenbion o esiremng it oaptbalist priveipies for / "

" socialist ones. For "Hr. Hanna" »-according to the Canadian Annual

* Review, "did not care much for price fixing".57 Three mcnihs after

assuming. office, he'Tet it be known that he would not “accede -to the-

. 58

demand...to cut prices down". 4

His interest Yoy in stimiating

: . 8 N 7 .
L production while conserving all available food.supplies possible,” High 2
prices - merely fa_cflitated these objectives; o' the cost of food con- :

tinued to. clinb - with the blessing of the "Hood Controller'. -

v 7 Bndustrial Bamer, 1 September, 1916. 5
95)." Castell Hopkins, CAR, 1917, p. 365.
S1ndustrial Banrer; 29, June, 1917

. 573, Castell Hopkins, Cl\R 1917, 5. 365

: E 58Text of Hanna's spee/ch in Ibid., 1917,p. 37 . S 2
A V. 3 H //’ . : : .
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The government obyiousTy Had. no- lntention of instltut\ng price
contro'l‘s even though thieir own mvesngatmn had révealed considerable
problems. Just two montks prior to Hanna' s public-refusal to Fix prices,

the Report on-Cold Storages:in Canada, compiled by the Acting Corimissioner

. of ‘the Cost’ of Ll‘ﬂng, W.F. 0'Connor, had ‘this assessment of t.he whole

food $1 tiiation: sof 1

The food consumer has-suffered as a result of ‘the war.
The food purveyor has not. He has seen to it that he
) has been w1l and significantly paid. Accordingly, while
. yielding much deserved credit.to the.cold storage .

- Companies of Canada. for the capable manner in which they
have grappled with the problem of supplying the needs of
the armies ‘and, the people of Great Britain and the allies,
it wﬂl be well to remember that the perfonnance ‘has_been

. strictly upon business 'lmes and not upon ‘patriotic lines.
This- indeed, had been the point that the labour press had been trying to
“make: sin:e 19]4 that the Sacv‘i ice was: unequal,/ " 0'Connor thought 50,
ta¥ “The consumer who a'lcme has suffered for/his country in the process,
. SD

is: the patmot" his report stated. .
“By the Fall of 1917, the labour press eemed to- Tose a1l hope of:
forcing the government to take a stand aﬁamst food prices. If thek
0'Connor Report; with its indictment of/the food industry, could not
make the authorities act, then the Tabour papers probably realized that
they had 1ittle chance. Nothing changed. -Sir Joseph Flavellé remained
" head of ‘the IMB.even though he and/hvs H.H.. Davis Company of Toronto had

been severely criti cized by. the/cold storage report. The Labor News whi:h

i / S
acknowledged that “the searchidg criticism of war conditions” had fostered. _
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in'it a new radicalism,

seemed nore than a little subdued in dectaring
that "Canada merely.drifts and Tefs the profiteers hold high carnival

and awards the most expert'of them wi-th titles of nobility".? Meanwhile,
"Standard 0i1/Bi11* Hanna did nothing,‘all of which ‘prompted the Toronto-
based Marxist paper, the Ganiadian Forward,: to-call hin a- “fhge, i Tarious.

side-sp11 tiing " Joke".53

For the (consumer who could: only ‘Tive with. the
problen, . the "food contraller! was the archi tect of very few jokes.and
if success iere measured by immediate. outcomes, the labour press would
have t be considered ‘a poor chanpion of the, consumer: -+

The failure of working class ins titutions, such as the labour press;
to marked1y affect government policy was no doubt g influential factor

. Vinmoving labour to estab]ish its own party and contest the 1917 eleckion.

The contest, of course, only added to' the sense of impotence. The

Independent Labor Party did not elect a single nember as Borden's newly

forned Union Party swept Engl fsi- speakwg Canada: Eut' throighout thé

- campaign , the papers. had :ontmued to raise the issue of profits and

| profitesring, amazed, 1ike the [ndustrisl Banner, that such an *irrespon-

“sible and grafting bunch of -politicians and ﬁmﬁteer;" could go /hefcre

the country 25 "urionis'ts, win-the-war champi?s, etc,, ete.”.5 The

|

Unionists shrugged off the charges by. ignorinG thems their only acknow- |

Tédgement that a Tabour press existed was the advert\sements which *

81, abor News, 4 October, 1918 : N e

621144,, 5 November; 1917. Flavelle was mide a Biroriet - hence,
"His Lardship" - even though he was continually Tabelled as a profiteer;
" andwas investigated fn 1917 1n respect to bacon prices.

4 63Canadian_Forvard, November. 1917.

64Industr'ia1 Banner, 8 Decerber, 1917.
s
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apEaTed I tha papErs UFGTAG hE. WHTKTigie vt e g the. eker th
(Quebec “shirkers" do their share.” Of course, the pitch worked perfectly.
Borden won a huge majnr1ty. . . . Lo .
Electoral defeat appeared to have a snbemng effect on’ the labour
pr‘EJssA The "papers remained cri_t‘\ciﬂ of _government policy but seened to
resign themselves to the fact that Borden "and his profiteering'bunch"
would remain for. the duration if the War." Labour and. labour ‘parties ,
" which;"according t6 the ‘BC Federationist had "achieveft nothing nore ,
- onsequential than: dying" were forced to look to the ost-war/fé; suste:
“nanée and encourdgérent where ‘&1 ectoral s suicéss was considered "idt- only
possible, but inevitaier .5 . -
After the 1917 election, no new issues emerged to occupy- the papers
as d\d for instance; the rising.cost of 1iving: They continued to- snipe
away 3t governmnt, rehashing many of ‘the o1d charges that they made so.

eloquently, earlier. - The Yoice, for example, continued, in 1918 o, at tack

the cold storage Companies for hoarding "tons" of food until pricés ‘rose
sufficiently to satisfy the greed of owners.®€ Nothing suggests that
~ the a\’ﬁmﬂhes Tistened:
Thus; Tong after the Tabour press realized that: they had little ef:
| fect ov policy, they continied to decry profiteering: This sesning
 incongruity arbsé fron the papers! raison d'etre: as . “edicators’ of the

working class, their ultimate aim was to nullify the 1ikes OF the' .

" 6%c Federationist, 8 February, 1918,

" ®ygice, 22 March, 1918,




“realized in the post-har era, 25 ; , o

allowed busi ness "to wring millions out of tms war for democracy".

. eyes o( the hhour press. Gnvemment was also 1nd|ctab1e for t:\ey W

) ! .
i - 61 - F ‘ \\
Um’onists through the rai'sing of. class consciousness. As a‘fo‘l]wing \ * i
chap ter mﬂ descmhe, they believed that that objective would he E g

As for the equality of the sacnflce the 'Iahnw press be'heved,
that it simply did not exist, One could ignore the large prﬂf]t‘s B
‘compTletely, and the inevi table question would beg an anser:  were
{any profits’, 1arge or'small, really proper "in this struggle for peace
| earth, goodrT1  toards rei". 57, The. Tabour press did'mt: thinkso "
and3 \‘.herefor‘e, demanded an‘end to the “mi serable alHance“ “.hat $ -3
u 68 :J

They continually pointed out that vlere profiteering to cease, the'

iudustrial unrest whiéh becans qu1te ap_parent in 19]7 ‘and 1918, would g .
end.® T

In the ﬁnal anawns - the iteers were ca]]ous tmtors i the

allowedjt to persist. The papér‘s were' convinced fhat the bus i nessnen
had - fought the War. on a business-as-usual basis. Wiile the workers gave
their Tives for democracy , .and accepted wages that did not neét - their:
needs, the wealthy used the War to build up their treasure chests: The
‘labour press spent the greater part of 1916-18 preaching that 4 dea, and

could only hope that the message wauld sink in in the future.

Tanad iar Labor Leader, 9. February, 1918.

GBEanadian Labor Leader, 9 Fe'hruary, 1918.

®indus trial_Banmer, “11-Hay, - 1915,
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I Eakida in the North Atlantic Trisngle: Tuo Centuries of Social
Change, Johy L. Finlay smeu‘ e : 3 :

Three shocks in particular. have affected the developnent,
3 of these three spcieties [Britain, United States, Canada]
& i that of war, that of new Science, and that of depression.
* : of the three. the most sahent has heen the ﬂrst - war.
Unlike mst h\storica] epochs where socia’( ramxfl::at\‘ons hecome
) ap‘parent only with ?e passage of tﬁn{e anﬁ the henef\t of hlqu1ght‘
contemporaries of the Great War were well aware that, the strugglé was
producing ‘profound changes 1n though\‘.. The purpose of &his ‘chapzer is "
to docunent those changes as seen’ through the eyes of the Tabour press.
Mnre speclﬁcal ly, it will attempt to demonstrate the extent and inten-
 sity of the enomously high expectations:for a Hetter post-War world
that developed during tﬁe‘cm;r%e of the Har. Those expectations were
Voiced by ‘a1l manner ‘of people - intellectuals, the clergy, the politi-
cfans and the businessmen, Tabour unions and their"most articulate

spokestin, the Tabour press. ’ L o e

To exanine those ideas put fmwnrd by the Tabour press “during the

course of the Great War is to uncnver, to a degree, the underlymg

causes of the unrest of 1919, 1nc'|ud\ng the Winnipeg General Strike. -
There is adm1tted1y a problem-of proof which-arises in trying to connect

“pecific events with certain ideas. However, there is no denying that

"in the, 1ife of man, ideas are facts as surely as are atomic bombs and |

-J hn L. Finlay, Canada_in Lhe North Atlantic Tr!an le:  Two *
‘Centuries of Social Change, Toron Oxford Univars1ty aress, 1975,
——23-5-—5— i 5
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chocolate souffies” 2. The historfan, Robert:d. Shater, in his Guide to
Historical Method, calls ideas “the engines that chiefly deternine the
direction of hunan movement”.® This book contends that what labour said
during the great struggle of 1914-18, ufférs a reasonable explanation for
the unrest it became embroned in after the War. .The 1abourpress -as
disseminators of these meas, as self-styled “educators of the working
class”, helped fuel the engines which dstemined social relationships
after the war._, Fnuthat reason, what these papers said must be ccnsldered
A1mpnrtan[:. And it they basically said was this: that social change and
a'better world were iminent, and that nothing less would beiac:eptah]e.
There was good reason for the 1abfmr‘p_ﬂpers to™feel as’they did "~

"about the future. The War provoked immediite institutional change in-

cluding. the extension of the franchise to women in most provinces, greater

acceptance of public ownership and Timited electoral success for 1abour
candidates. These gains, however,.only whetted the appetite for greater
changé and certa'lnly increased expectations accordingly. The 1abour
press came to beligve that a whole nw;dfm order was emerging. Indeed,.

" ‘one hlsmrlan has cal]ed _the Great War "ti
4

e beginning of the world of

today"” whiTe another termed it iithe great break mth the past“ 5 Insofar

“as the rejection of past values was concerned, the First World War did

ZRoert J. Shafer. A Gulde to H1stor1ca1 Method, Homewood, 111.:
The Dorsey Press, 1969, p-

3ibid.; p. 18,

Jnseph Carter, IQIé Year of Crises, Year of Change.
Cliffs: Prentice Hall,” » p. Vil.

Rene Albrecht-Carrie, The Meaning of the First Hurld H§r, Englewood
criffs: Prentice Hall, 1‘365, - 72,
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mark a new beginning. It rafﬁca‘]_‘ly altered"the na:y men saw themselves
i in relation to their fellownen, their Society and their work. This was
vividly expressed in the pages of the Tabour press, and corroborated h}-, )
b, the writings of people who, in many.cases, ¢id not look favourably upon

the social trmsfnmtion -

By the end of the Var, the opinion of all of the ‘papers had hecom
as one: they all-expected a new world to arise from ‘the ashes of the

't War. This unity, however, had certainly not been present at the be- e
ginning of the hostilities. “indeed, during the first.tuo Jears of -the
struggle, there were a var(ety. of opinions expressed as to the impact 7
that ﬁe War might have in shaping society. The Canadf¥ Labor Lea‘deﬁ‘.

the Industrial Banner and. the Western Clarion, though possessed of

*, radically different ideologies, agreed from the very beginning that the
War might sound the death knell for 'cupitalisn. * The BC Federationist
and the Voice were far less optimistic about the possibility of the War
producing anything but death and destmctibn. though the Voice did
naver somewhat frau its tendency to despa!r. The Labor News of Hamilton,
ad n s attitude towards most issites of the day, ‘initially stood all
alone. As far as It was mucerned, t_!\e War was a contest of arms, and
not a vehicle for social-change.- A lot of blood was Spilled, and a lot

. of change did .occur before the News realized that a war could b; more

5 ] “than just a war. 4 - @ . .
< i The, optimism which was clearly expressed in the first wartime -

editorials of the Western Clarion, Canadian Labor' Leader, and the

Industrial Banner now appear suri;rising'l‘y prophetic. The Clarion,

/ o for example, 1n keeping with its cn'l'la);se-nf-caplta'“sm rhetoric
cn-nented eaﬂy on the profound social chunge t’mt it foresau.
) |

T =




- "We fully expect”, said the paper, 1 Septenb:r. 19]4, “that an era of
revn'lt will cqu out of this war or follow closely upon its heels"
Given the \mrest of 1919, it is mwhng to attribute the clanonmmn
an exceedingly per\?eptive social insight. This would almost certainly

"bea mistake. For while the paper's forecast was most accurate, it’.
without doubt; resulted mre from wishful thinking than superior judge-
ment. The same might be said for the iﬁrﬂal reaction of the Industrial

E Banner. This Toronto paper, though inc‘ﬂned as much towards reason as

rhetoric, usually appeared nuch more cnnvmr.ing v 3y

The Banner generally approached problems in.a manner which combined

reason with passion and rhetoric. And so it was that a mere ten days

after the outbreak of war, the Banner suggested mét capital‘isn_n had
exposed itself for what it really was, a competitive and aggﬁ;s“’e-
philosophy that led to war. Because capitalism had thus S0 embroiled
humanity in this struggle, n felt that ‘the workers of che worbd -nuld

hold it.responsible. The prevailing system of “plutocracy”-would be . °;

erased by a “truer democracy" that would be “reared upon the ruins® of
a civilization characterized by greed and -ineqnal'ity.7 .
"Democracy” became a catchword for the labour press some years '
before Hoodrow Wilson elevated it to the status, of an allied war aim.
The Industrial Banner used it regularly.during the first months of war
to describe the society it expected to unfold. Committed as the Banner

PO T S
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Sliestern Clarion, 1 September, 1914. )

) 7industrial Banner, 14 August, 1914. "
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was to socialism, it was not surprising that its democratic ideal em-

braced the economic.tenets of that philosophy. Therefore, as governments
throughotit the world began assuming greater control of their econonies,

this was taken by the Banner to mean the inevitable triumph of democracy.

For instance, it hailed ‘the election of a Labor Government in Australia
as an event that would “hearten the cause of democracy ‘throughout the

civilized wor1d".® In fact, the paper became so convinced that the move- '

ment to state ownership was irrevocable, that in May, 1915, it rashly
predicted. that "insiderf ten years, there will not be a p}‘ivate mine ...

in operation in Australia, Britain and North Anerica’. 3

i ’ Throughout 1915, and into 1916, the Industrial Banner continued to
S nvoke reformist government policies as mere omens of things to cone.
“The paper, was not only hopeful that.the future would see greater public
ownership of business, but indeed seemed certain’ that this would be the
\‘case. There weré, indeed, promising signs that government was begvinlning
to see itself as.sonething more thana passive bystander in-the economic
and social affairs of the nation. ‘Ontario introduced its First Workian's
. Compensation Act in-January, 1915. Saskatchewan and Manitoba both
enacted “fair wage" legislation in 1916. Of course, such regis1la:idn had,
been an thé books of the Federal and New Brunswick Governments for years,

& but unlike-the two Western Provinces, had not bothered to establish any

% i
. Blbidy, 11 Septenber, 1914, ' . (
: : . ),

.« °lndustrial Banner, 14 and 28 May, 1915.
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machinery for its adninistration.’® Also in 1916, wonen Wjn the right

to vote in both Alberta and Manitoba.'' But the measure that held
greatest significance for the Industrial Banner was the imposition of
a Business Profits Tax in late 1915. -While the tax never yielded more
than $21 million (as compared to $173 million for Customs ‘and Excise in
1917-18), this did not really matter;'2 ‘it was the principle that )

_ counted, that of a Conservative Government taxing its corporate friends.

With such radical departures from the norm, the Banner thought it

"unsafe to predjgt what further sta’rt’ling inngvations™ might occur should
the War continue for tio ﬁm—e years.- It also noted that in 1916, "the
principle of nationdlization", having been firmly established, would not
be easily cast ;swe in the post-war pev"in:i.13 1t, however, offered no
examples of any large sr.‘ale public ownership; neither did the Western
Clarion though it 21so commented upon the in:‘uasing]y accelerated “trend .
towards nationalization”.'* -

Wnile relatively minor policy changes made necessary by the.exigencies

of the War were significant for the Clarion and the Banner, papers like

the Voice, BC Federationist and Labor Leader found it less so..- For:the

8L _Tedevationist

1% abor Gazette, Ottawa:'King's Printer, 1950, Vol. 50, p. 1424-25.
" Mcanada Year Book, Ottawa: King's Printer, 1917; p. 680. Lo

129.p, Skelton, 'Canadian Federal Finance - IT} deen's‘ggarter]z,
October, 1918, p. 201. :
131ndustrial Bannen, 18 February, 1916. ‘ :
Myestern Clarion, June, 1916.
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Voice and Federationist in particular, there was nothing idealistic about

the struggle, and there was 1ittle hope that any great- ideals would emerge’
) ; £ g

incidentally from it.

“The British-Columbia paper was by far the most pessimistic. Well

“aware that nationalism had transcended socialism even among most com-

mitted socialists, the Federationist ‘saw the conflict as.a great setback
for ‘the working class. It ‘could only hope that the carnage of the

struggle would Force the world's workers "to lend a more willing and

. chastened ear" ‘to_the teachings-of ‘international socialism.'®: But even

in this regard, the paper showed little signs ufﬁ/pt.inn'sm, probably
Becaise) too any years of Fruftiess "educating" had made it cynical ‘and
a 1ittle contemptuous of the working class. In September, 1914, it
suggested. that man had an “aptitude for trying every wrong way before
he seems to think.of the-right one". - And even though 'this capitalist
War would bring death and destruction, the Federationist thought it
unlikely that that would charige.1® k

The Voice dif{éred from its West Coast counterpart anly»ln degree,
Its genera'l'l‘y gloomy editorials did perjodically point to'a glimmer of

hope, though that was rare. On most occasions, as in,early October, 1914,

" for example, it saw "democratic principles” becoming "more and more sub-

merged" as only a mons trous military machine could check the aspirations
of the Germans. - The ¥ffce feared that that could only be suppied. by
. i

T58¢ Federationist, 21 August, 1914, - . -

185¢ Federationist, 23 October, 1914.
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Czarist Russia, a country which could hardly be considered an inspiration
to the world's people. Furthermore, even in defeat, Germany would exert
a negative influence: German nationalism would make the peace nbthing
armed truce"; maintained by huge standing armies, said the Voice.!!
tn the Tnfrequent editorials where the Voice did express some

ial Banner’, Tooked first to

qualified optimism, it; like.the Indust:
instanices of government intervention in the economy. OF course, it was

not seduced by uncharacteristic government activism as was the Banner,
but it did find a measure of sustenance in the new taxes, public'ownership

“and the like. However, the Voice realized that a revolution was not

imminent, that, indeed, "humanity has'a long row to hoe" before justice
would prevail .18 Throughout 1914 and 1915, it continued to Took upon the'

War as an event with too many debits to offer encouraging signs of social

change.
" During’ 1916, there emerged a significant change in the very nature
nf the way that the Tabour papers looked upon the War and its relationship
From 1914 through- 1915, the papers found their.

to. social change.
First of all, they

“evidence" for an emerging new order in two'ways.
“incessantly pointed to such institutional innovations as nationalization

and the taxing of profits as irreversable trends that would promote

greater economic equality. Secondly, they clung rather as&idugusly to

the sterile notion that capitalism would be rejected as an gconomic

system for having caused the War. ~In short, change would come because
V- o

Wyoice, 10 Septenber, 1915.
181bid.
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during the first two years of hostilities, that change would come

drew the‘attention of non Tafour writers as quickly as it did.that of

g

it was.rational; it made good ‘sense. For people who'believed in

democracy as resolutely as.the papers’ editors implied that, they did, . °

it appears paradoxical that the Tabour press never once suggested,

because the workers would demand it. ~Practically without notice, the

working -class became radicalized in two years of ‘War, a-development that

the labourites. .But mgn. the labour press did-notice, it certainly

began to propagandize it and daw susténance from it.' This development

did not; of’course, appear, simultaneously in all:the papers. The BC

Federationist and the Labor News remained rather pessimistic unti1/1917;

‘but ‘the Vcnce Western C'laﬂon and, in particﬂgr_.)he Industria]

Banner ‘became convinced. that,fhe attitude of the working elass had T
unqergune such profound change that Fhe1r revers;on to a quieScent

docile. -work force was hardly ifaginable.

The War was. not quite two years old Wieh WaTIes personality - ..

"than David'Lloyd George suggested thatthe conflict had raised "issues
Snot thought of before, deep, searching, pernanent 'issues"‘.19 A most.
fundanental issue for the labour press was the relationship betueen the
“enplayer and his enployees. The Mestern Clarion, by mid 1916, had

become quite certain that the Struggle had produced anirrevocable

repudiation of the self"i’mentality. and ; rejection of the idea that one's

9quoted in Industrial Banner, 8 Septeiber, 1936.
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. station in- er was determined by providence. P

The old" \dea of "God's Will" and reward will be yours
" (after suffering’ the trials and tribulations of, this
i damnable system? is changing. Instead of waiting until
. we are dead, we aré beginning to realize that happiness
can be gamed here; instead of accepting that everything
.that falls to our Tot.is ordained, it has been discovered
that intelligent: acts by the workers can affect the
condition. of their lives.

Perhaps' one indication of the demise of f?ta'l'

that hit Canada in 1917, p nearly 300 14.21" The wartime worker

was Certainly more demanding than he had been in July, 1914, more con--
vinced that his welfare lay tb some degree in his own hands .
The cautious Voice began noting with regularity in early 1916 that

the Canadian worker had indeed changed. The paper found it difficult to 4

“express exactly what it saw transp1r1ng, suggesﬁng at first that Canada

" was moving along the réad to "state socialisn", propelled by an amy of

{Adistrial workers convinced of the merits of pubiis ownérsiip. 22 This
idea that change was inevitable became more embedded as. the War wore'on,

and it was reflected, as the Voice suggested, in the refrain of " thousands.

of men and women wondering “hat is it ali fur?"Lza The v1s|un ‘of the -

future may ‘have been hazy and i11 deﬂned but it was a vision wlth a

promise of a better world. . As such, it was .capitivating both for the

workers -and the papers.

Western. Clarion, July, 1‘91&

Zlguckley and -Urquhart, Historicai Statistics, p. 107.
ygice; 3 Harch, 1916.
23md., 24 Decenber, 1916.

i
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: ‘ coem

The Industrial Banner by 1917, was in a state of eiphoria, so
convinced was it that the workers had finally béen aroised. THe paper
thought ‘that “the new spirit* would produce untoTi benefits as guv’ern-v

ments and employers would in' the future have to:respond to this. new i

vibrancy.?* The Banner reasoned that the challenging aura that emanated ,

from the working class would not be ignored. And how right they were!
By 1917, not orly. the Tabour press had discovered a demanding and
forceful working class. . Other segments of society were becoming equally
aware that the Canadian workers-were not.nerely hoping for. change but,
indeed, were demanding it. As early as April, 1917, even Industrial

Canada tacitly acknowledged as much. Tt.wishfully suggested that there .

* was no reason.to fear the future even though "most.people seem to have

visions of millions of unemployed stalking hungrily in search of wages
and threatening violent social disorder".%5 Sir Edmund Valker; President
of the Bank of Comerce, in-a speech to shareholders in 1917, did not'try
to pretend that all was quiet among the labourirg Classes. He addresséd
directly the bitterness and anger that was directed at.the business.
community, and sugges ted that those who defended business vére, "accuséd®
of supporting capitalisn and. defending "what are called the Big Inter-

“est In effect, one of the most respected classes off the prestiar” .

years"cane to be. Tooked upon with cmwe\animsiw during the years
£ War. ’ 2 )

2450 Federationist,. 24 March, 1916.

25Industrial Canada, Aprii, 1917, p. 1598. ) ' B
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It is.difficult to suggest why opin»ions shifted so dramatically.
in less than half a decade. Perhaps it was because: in an era of total .
war, the common soldier-and the common worker discovered how important -

he was, far beyond Wellington's “scum" that fought at Waterloo a hundred

__years before. - They. were needed, desperately needed,by nations that saw

= themselves éngaged in nothing less than a death struggle.. And in appeal-

ing to them for sacrifice, governments and ind-]st.ry may have contributed
to the decline of individualism and the emergence of the idea that the
cu‘(?ect\ve, capably directed, was. better able to confront the great
melems of the day, whether prob'lems of peace or war.

" Two papers,. the BC Federatiom’st and the Labor News initially put

Tittle faith in this idea that the War would produce éignificant Social
chinge. As late as March, 1916, the West Coast paper cynically main-

%5 tained’ that "having done' their duty for King and Country", the su'ldiers

" Would return hone’to find the "o1d systen” still firmly. entrenched.?” Tt

was, not until May, 1917, that the Hamilton paper acknowledged that the War

was having an effect on the emergence of democratic. government throughout

"the civilized wor1d".?8 By July, the transformation was, complete: -, this
Tabour paper, which in’ its win-the-war patriotism could not support the

bitter Machinist Strike in 1916 in Hamilton, one year later rejoiced at

" the fact that the workers could no Tonger. be arbitrarily "driven to the

.
2Tg¢ Federationist,. 24 March, 1917."

B abor News, 4 May, 1917: .
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. mdch';zg The Federationist, too, changed as evidenced by this editorial

of March, 1917, a position that, once’ adopted, only naniened.m

If this European War does not dislocate the spine of
; capitalism...it will certainly give it a jolt. "It is
. beyond reason that..:men...will return to.civil.life
without first having many of their previous ideas knocked
out of them by...the war. It is inconceivable that they
should return to their previous'walks of life and find
conditions...far worse than before the war, and expect
ﬁ-im to tamely submit to those harsher circumstances of
e, sl

. Havlng accepted the idea that -the War. was producing a:mtal
revo'lut1on of considerable proportxons, exactly how cunvmced was the i

labour press that something worthaile would develop from.it?’ Th:

' “answer to that seems to be: very convinced. The tone of the editorials

in late 1917 and 191 B%suggest not merely confidence but snl'lgness S0
mich so thut there were occasions when the papers cautioned themselves
agalnst over-nptinﬂsm.
One thing sems certaln, by Tate 1917, practically every one of thé
labour papers was wnvwnced that an era had passed. ' In December of that
0 year, for instance, ‘the Labor News stated that people had caught a
glimpse of -the vision of the future” and would not be denied its proﬂnse. 3

In issue aftér repeti tive. issue, the same refrain was repeated again and

again. The Federationist, the Voice, Banner and the Canadian Labor

Leader found themselves enthralled at what they saw-in the working class.

Brbid., 27 quy, 1917,
o) ! Y

BC.Federationist, 31 March, 1917. T

" 3Tiabor News, 1 December, 1917 .’ T KA,
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The, Leader rejoiced at the "new song upan’ their Tips”, 32 g pointed to

how_the ‘conservatives. were finally paying attention. /"Even the reac- -
tlonary press”, Tt remarked, "the great statesnen, -the’political leaders
. conceds " that labour will rise to power and becone the dominant factor
in a system that would provide -the "greav.es: good to the greatest nunber
of. peopte”. 3% . ¢ p B
There remains- the quesiinn of exaet]y ‘what kind of system vt".he:\abnur
press-had— mind, - No. doubt 1t invoived elements of. socialism, but’
“rarely did the ‘papers aver suggsst:that Cinada woild become a fully

somahst nation. They were, it’scens, so intent-on spreading the good

news about the rosy’ future, that. they sownd- little,
exactly the basis on which that future would be built..

As for the vision itself, it was not nérely the wishful thinking of

_overly-fertile minds. As the papgrs often suggested, the “reactionaries”

were taking notice. The CMA journal, Industrial Canada, made frequent
sheference-to e alr of eipectandy that pervaded the country, The .
sintellectuals and politicians, too, spoke of it. McGilt econontsts
ehcialeritic and Humourists, Stephen Leacock, wrote quite extensively-on
arliamentary’

the stirrings_of ‘the once quiescent working class. He saw
as the workers sought

discussiof 1imping-in the wake ‘of popular, movémen

32canadian Lahurl.em, 723,March, 1918, -

33canadian Labor-Léader, March, 1918

ime to des¢ribe v
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short cuts ‘to ecanomc we'l’l 'bemg through the “suicide of. the general

strike", 3

Upper Canada Coﬂege headmaster, W.L. Grant, detected a
“movement of thought" that was sweeping away the old ideas o ale past
and revlacfng them with the democratit 1deals born of four years of
war. Mackenzie King, in his Industry and Humanity, recognized the

enormous cataﬁst of sociai revu'lutinn that the War was, and suggested

* that it revealed "fundamenba1 prh:ip1es" nf human relatwns that

“

"cannot be |gnored"f The future Prime Minister referred expresslvely

to, the need to replace the t1me<wom sysr.em cf‘master servant mana

mevm Anﬂ so0 H; went rChange became a cvabchwnrd, 1oaded ultrrjmp'H-

“cations for ghg future, "discissed at 1abor meetings, church m\aetﬂ’v\_gs.37 -

at busiﬂess‘convent1oﬁ§ and in I;ar1iamnt Tlr;e Tabour 'press which had

“for fee] rig/ that one was, mmnent. Like the Western Labor News a few days
e

mented "in accnrdance with the principles prnmu'lgated during the years

of \rqar".. Laqking the ms1ght that Keynes was to,bestaw upon “the world |
 Ans T

Hsee Stephen Leacock, isolved Rid\ﬂe of Social Justice" in
Allan Bowker; (ed) The Social cism of Steghen Leacock, Toronto:
University Qf joronto, s Pe A

- 3, W.L. Grant, "Education of the Hvrkmgman Queen s guar\ter’lx..
Vol. 27, October, 1919, p. 161..

o 35Mackenz!e King, - Industry and Humanit s Toronto: University pf
- Toronto Press, 1918, 197’3» p. 7.

< e Edvard A; PuTker, *Tié Role of Anglicans 4 Refor of the

.- Ecomomic ‘Order in.Canada, 1914-45", Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, University
-"of Otthiva, 1974, and Marion\Royce, "The Contributions of the Methodist
Church ’m Social Welfare in Canadd™, Tornnto' l.lnpub"lished MA Thesis, 1940.
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sone years ater, none nf the papers so much as alluded Jto the possibility
“ of depression shattering e\rer‘ynne's ‘dreams’. And-why should they? The)‘/
had am answer to economic problens: . public ownership.

The 1ncreasmg tendem:y of the Government to ‘intervene in the
ecanon\y had from the begmmug of . the War, heen treated asa harbinger
of g&nge. As the struggle wore on, the heady rhetoric of the future
utopia so occupted the attention of thg papers that they neglected to

| discuss the basis of that."brave newworld", and 5o ideas such as '

ie nationa'l‘lzation rarely got menﬁnned But in the:'last year or so of the

struggle, the gnat utopia rhd beg'm to clarify, and, not surpmsingﬂ,y,
|ts doctrinal basis appeared very famﬂiar %
Indeed the labour press offered very sound reasons why government

. ownership would make fur a better world for thé wurkmgman No one: .

° could fail to see that the state_had been a more effective ,,orgamzer

-of .the nut\on s resources than,the aggregate of thousands of competing

" individuals® The papers cdu]d be forgiven .for ekpecting that when séate
pmducnon did.not have to support ‘the ravenous appetite of the war
machine man would become incomparably. better of f.. .0f course, the
_papers expected opposition to the extension of puh'llc ownership, but
naturmy, fe'lt that “what had proved so successful in time of war",

wnu’ld not be simp]y cast "aside as alm;ebher ippractical in days of

peace". ® A ~ . . B .

i .V'f' A . o' B

3 % i B - . p N
agcanadian Forward, 16-February, 1917. ..
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.. Simply stated, the Tabour press believed that in the War,.the

planne_d economy hgd proven itself superior to unfettered capitalism, .

Again‘, the reasoning was logical if not ?ataﬂy convincing. The.

BC Feder“at{onist, for instance, pointed ;mt that during the War,

ev;en though the "best men' had been removed from the economy, state
et‘ve’nyﬂcn& which Tesulted in "the systemization of the u;g':hods of ©

pruductiu:‘:, “enabled an inferior work force to meet both the needs of

" The pipers vere con-

th_E r venous war mchir{\‘e“an;:l the home market.
vinced Yt evidence 4 support of public ownership was so overwhelming
that it would be impossible to ignnre»,_esp'ecia'l'(y in view 'of the re-
1ationship the ‘labour press saw between. economic well beQng and_democracy .
As. the Labor News suggested in October, 1918, ."Political democracy is a
delusion unless builded upon.and guaranteed by a flll” and vibrant indus-
trial ‘dehocracy”. 1

economic equality as well as the defeat of militarisn!

Thus the War had been’ fought. for a measure of

The 1aq\‘our press was probably seduced by the rhetoric of the-War,
sane” of which 1t créated, The constant barrage of Government propaganda
with its enphasis on demcracy, created the illusion tpat Canada’was
_fighting.%qr a bettet world. To some, that meant mere%y a 'world without -

Prussianism; but tug institution such as the labour press, preoccupied

Las itswas with ecoibmic matters, it came to stand for a Tot more. It

meant, if not economic equality, then, at'least, econonic well being for

an., \

40,
41

BC Federationist, 13 September, 1918. =

Labor News, 4 October, 1918. . ' IRy
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The War obvious1y produced a- tremendous menta‘1 impact. The labour
papers reasoned that the new "thinking" wnrlqng class would demand the
benefits of the soctalist state. TIndeed, their acceptance of anything
but such a state of affairs was rarely considered; nothing else was
deemed democratic, sinply because no other economic system was based
upon equality. The papers assined that ghé reeomsA that weré introduced
during the course of the hostilities would cunqinué, for, in"the words
of the BC F?deratiunist, that waé only "the starting poinf for a real

denocratic’ movenent” .2 The  Federationist and its coports were quite

convinced that the Great War mirked a definite.break with nineteentn
century society, and that it would usher ina tuentieth century more
“-materially and more 'spiritually rewarding for the iorkers

_This belief in the attainnmhty of a better world 1n the twentxeth
century was one of the curious’ ironies of the First Hcr'ld War. While
alarge proparmn of the "civilized" world was engaged in the most
nons trous struggle thitwmankind had ever witnéssed, there arose ‘a belief
that the post-War would hold limitless promise, It is a paradox that
can only be explained through speculation. 'Rehe” A]br:echt—tarrfe in
The Meaning of the First World ar attribiftes it to the mentality of an
age that current generations find d1}f1cu1t to ‘appreciate. Hhﬂe_such
phrases as "a wor]d\ﬁt ‘F‘.Er heroes - to Tive in" might presently be termed
corny o "pie in the skf*, he'siggests that in'1918, such wss not the*

B t

¢ Federationist, 8 November, 1918. e “ i
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' .
‘case; - "the climate of expectations was enormously high'.“' Perhaps the
embattled belligerents needed the hope to endure the misery of the War.
For whatever reasons, the conflict of 1914-18 did have great

significance and produced a Tong-term impact. The Western Labor News

- appears to have analyzed the situation correctly in late 1918 in an

- article aptly Htled "The Revolution ef the War". ‘It pointed out that

_the long, drawn-nut struggle résutted m the wrecking of “the framework
of society that hung over from.the nineteenth century". The old aristo-
cratic idea of “place" was\'corgsiﬂéred beyond "w-adJQsMnt" while
"the an'c(‘er{t dependence on the e;tabnshed things" was thought gone
furever.’“ The Cunservati';e Palrty which tended to voiceithe “ideologff"
of "esta‘bHshed th‘ings“ could certainly agree to th‘at after suffering a
humiliating defeat in the 1921 electicn“ E k
It camnot be said that the Tabour press was totallrnawe in
pmphesying the eﬂrgence of a net world. The material bens'ﬁs !ntl
were expected were certainly not realized in the immediate future, but. .
the crucible of war férge-d attitudes that were no d;:ubt instiumental in
bnngmg about tne defeaz of- the Ontario Conservatives of 1919, and the
" Federal Cnnsewatlvgs_ of 1921. In both elections, the voters gave con-
sidavja.hle support to’ pelitical o?ganizat!ans that more accurately, re- |
. _flected the ideas that grew out 6f the ha;. the Ontario Conservatives
‘being replaced by a fnn‘ner-!‘aboTﬁ coalition, whi'[e, .Fede‘ra'll.-v..a group.
called 'tbe Pi;)g'resé.ives' surpa§sed the Conservatives in parliamenta‘r;y
| . 3 Sy

- Spibrecht-Carrie, The bearing, p. 91. - .

*yestern Labor News, 13. September, 1918. -




stredgth. When-one considers the difficulty third par:ﬂes have since

ﬁad in making their mark upon Canmadian politics, the volatility c;f the

post-Har world can be better appreciated. ] :
Among the labour papers themselves, there was one that mirrored

the. changing times more than any of the others. That'was the Labor News

. of Hanilton. For the first two years of var, the News reflected the

viéws of the conserﬁtive Gémperﬁ-stile unionism, shunning political
action ar‘d lambasting those paperé which advocated H:.. especially the
Industrial nannér. By thel middle of 1917, it became one of the most p

radical p:lpers in the country, as convinced as the 1deaHst1c B.mner

A5

that “Labour's I?ay was dawning.

+ %55ee 1.5. Woodsworth, “The Dawning of Labor's Day, Mith Econbmic
Freedon™, in the BC Federationist, 30 December, 1918.
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The .1abour press spent much.of 1916-18 forecasting the emergence‘_b :
of a post-Har. order wherein the workingran would ‘reign suprene. There
~is Tittle doubt about the sin‘cerity of the papers in this regard' they
X fully believed that not only would the working class have greatev poht\-
c3l power after the Nar but they al so anticipated a growing economlc
efuality after. the conflict had ended. Much of this depended, of course,
Upon the triumph of socialism. .As far'as the Tabour press was ‘concerned,
that prospect, though not in the \mmediate future was 1nev|tab1e with
time. , ¥ e
; The future did not unfold as anticipated. The Canada nf 1919 ‘bore
R Tittle resem_t;lance to ‘the utopian-like society ﬁat the labour press had <}
/. aaited for three years. As the minitions plants closed down, the job- \J/
Tess rate began to:soar. The return. to civilian 1ife of hundreds of

thousands of men exacerbated the prub'lem To make matters worse, prices

cunhnued to nse. by Decenber IQIB the cost of Jiving had risen 61%

o . over !913 By the end of 1919, a further 18%increase, was recorded.
. ' Those who vere working, needed more.. Bt all too mary Simply reeded d -
il ) + job,"and jobs were scarce. _That innocent,and seemingly infectious
« hope that r;éd. $0 i:hara;:terized the labour press during Athe latter half
of the War, quickly evaporated. B '
i " Fhis chapter will examine in some detail,. the reaction of the papers
s v & . to conditions in 1919, Tt will briefly review the. expectatlons for.a,
better wokld that arose during the course of the blar, w\,tb \a \r'lew tuwards

demnstratlng the anger which tha demal of these expectatwns wnu]d brlng. . s

o

A ) * iabour Gaette, July, 1921, p. 968.
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A significant portion of the Shafter will hedevoted to what the Tlabour
press sawas. a hetrayal of:-the nation's interest by the governnent which,
instead. of continuing on its interventionist course, began to revert to

an econonic system that the 1abour press Found wa’ntin.g. In the course of

thatdiscussion, some attention will be given to suggestions put forward

/by, the Tabour press for the purpose of creating jobs. ‘And.merely to .

demons trate that these papers were not.simply the voices of a few
revolutionary: nalcontents crying in the wilderness, the chaptér will
show that other, less po‘Htica] segments of society .often held views

,-thit paralleled those o the Tabour press.

§ s, That anger and the sense of hetrayal th t the papers S0 obvmus]y

felt pracnca]ly from the Amnstlce onward, was almost predlctaMe.
The}ir\m créated a climate of op1mnn ‘that was openly hostile’ to the
capltahst systeﬂ:a syste:n upon which the Government of Sir Robert Borden.
pinned its hopes for “mconstru:tIon"i ‘Many businessmen. frank]y ac~ "
knowledged, during the latter part of the struggle agamsb Germany, that
the systen was being questioned. Thé President uf the Bank nf Con\merce,

/Klr Edmund Walker, admitted as much n a speech to shareholders in 1917.

" Out of this turmoil has come a jitterness towards. all whu:i
- by any stretch of fancy, can belpeld responsible For

basis, and which is accompai explosions 'of wrath - ' ;
directedrat whatever happens to be\the nearest object . *
of criticism, but, if and kept at,a>fever heat

as it has-been of1
the war,,

“2jext 6f speech given in Industrial Canada, January , 1918, p. 1917,
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Such was the tefer of the tines that Sir Edmnd knew in advance the . |
reaction that his remarks wou]d provoke. He would, he acknowledyged, "be
accused of deferding cpital and yhat are called the Big Interes ts". 3
The Tabour press. pinned consigeviié hevestora herter pos t-Har
_world on.the fact that copfidence in capitalisn had obviously plum-
metted during’four years of War. Much of this could be attributLd to two
thmgs. business seemed to be ‘nakmg 1m1rd1nately large profits dunng
the hust\hn es, and so.was wide operi-to criticism. Of equal :mpartancé
was the fact that government intervention in the economy, l\mlted though
it was, appeared to make things work more efficiently. As proof of that,
tqe papers repeatedly. pointed to the nation‘s»abi'ﬂty to su;’vp\y bo‘th war
needs and domestic needs. 'It, therefore, followed that if the'sameinter-
’ v‘entionist‘po'l l‘vc1es_,w‘ere not adhered to in constructing a better Canada
! after the lar, then, the labour press vould be upset. They.would feel
| betraved; for ahring\)me latter part ‘of thd great struggTe, the papers

often noted ffow 1€ workers,- unlike the corporations, had’ foregone . -

fnmediate belefits'in order that-that nation be saved. The Canadian Labor/

Leader made th1s pmnt most v1v1d1y ina4 May, 1918, editnrlal‘

While the warkers justiy resent the many 1njust1 es

- that have been heaped upon them; while they believe that

. the interests of the people have been flagrantly neglected,

*  and profiteers have been allowed to amass huge fortunes

#out of the agony of war, they realize that when the very
‘existence of the state is at stake, the loyal support of
every citizen must be rendered. Not because they :approve
or condone the. shortcomings of some of those at Ottawa but
" because they place the welfare of the state befnre every
other consideration. . ¥ o

U bid, pl e - ! "
. o R { - iy

. e s Bl
anadian Labor Leader, 4 May, 1918,




T : . ?f\é War had barely ended when a nurber of the papers began reminding
the government of its obligations to the STk, Th(Labog ewe: ina
stance that becan typical of that paper, defandfd, as early as 15 f
Noverber-, 1918, that sonething to be. done o sten the Flow of Tay~offs L .
that the cessaﬂw)\nf hostilities had pro‘mked:5 O /

. “wel have produted the shells, and “you" -have fought thie
o -~ fight ¥or democracy. Who, then, has the greater right than
WE,|méaning you and me, to.interpret the meaning of the
word? E 7

Government of Canada made some effort to correct,the unemploynént

problem, -there wu,u}d be a heavy price to pay as evidenced by events in

\\ other countries:®’ e
Reyolution in Russia! Revolution in Austria! Revolution d
= # in/Bulgaria, Revolution in that benighted country where 1

wevere told the fameé slaves of the Kaiser would:never
volt. How far will the revolution spread? - .

, The "revolytion" which the Western Labor News saw as’a universal

phe‘n_un_;enan did frot have the same violent overtones -in Canada as it -
_produced in many countries of Europe. Byt given the pature of Canaiian
' - society at tt(e beginning of the War, there can be ’litt]é doubt that
*,during thefé’ourse of the struggle, the cour;tfy’s pe‘u;ﬂe experienced a ' :
revnluii qn/ary change "of mind. ) The world of order and place of 1914 was
/ s aER

Labor News, 15 November, 1918,

" -0 Sestern Labor News, 22 November; 1918.
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simply not accepted in 1919. The'War “had provoked men'to thinking, had;

in the words of” one historian, /been f;he "catalyst" that "clarified” and
bvtought to the surface Canadians' "latent discontent »;ith 1aissez—fa\'r"e
capifalism®.” The labour press was obvigusly discontented” with the
systen. But the governmeat gave no indication tha't it, too, was ready
for radical econonic’ ch.%nge ; | :

lt quickly became apparent that the 'Iabour papers had rmde an in-

comzo‘.t ‘assurption conceming the dem1 se of capltahsm, Simply

becausg. the systen had "proven" tself ineffective ‘in the nation's. hu\ll‘
of greatest need seemed in if:se]f sufficient reason for replacing it.

It yas soon demcnstrated that politics, ands; hence, the organization.of

i ‘aconomy ‘doés ‘nok fol Tow'such Toglc. The business and:pelitical eilts -

+ of (anada, with its interest vested irrevocably in private enterprise,

didnot intend £o let the system go simply becnuse it \acked the con-

fidence of the working Class. “Indeed , it soom hecame avparent that with

s the demands of the War removed, the.attitude of the government towards

its role in suclety had not changed much since 1914.

The Federa] Government,- though viTified. daily by the labour papers
for its handhng of the economic prob]ems of the country, sawyits
responsibilities in very hmuted mnns. Historian James Struthers, -in .
his study of the“Government's handlmg of unemployment from 1918 to

1929, pointed out that unemployment tended to beseen as a problem for

7EdwardA Pulker, "The Role of Anglicans in the Reform of the
“Economic Order, in Canada, 1914 »15" Umverslty of Ottaua. Unpublished
Ph D. Dissertation, 1974, p. 75.
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the cities

0-deal ‘with, .as na}d always been éhe case. The only people
that the Federal authorities felt any obligation to wére those méiiho
were mustered out uf the am{v 8 Tn' the ‘opinion of the guvemment. the
War had not changed rasponslhﬂlt1es in the least; it st\H cnnsldered

poor relief a problem for the cities. Ll

_hs.to Tong-term economic so1 u\‘.wns > the government by dmng a]most

nothing, seemed content to await ‘the upturn of the tyc]!cal cap\tajwst

econony, Cosmetic ecnnstn{ctmn ,.such as semmg returned sold‘ers
ittle impact un’m\ the fiass.ive unemploynent p;w))?‘l em
that plaged Canada g 1919, B ;

. The Tabour press, beca fncreasingly angry over’ the lengthening. - '

opinion, there was'sinply, no .reasovr'.ﬁt‘ ;

"thousands of Canadians should have to endure the ﬁ%rdships that ac-

companied having no job. To support them, there’were -the seemmingly

wrefutthe economic arguments: . Canada had fougm”s of war on

ap endless flow of money;. if such msources. the paper” reasoned, could

be pqur}aﬂ into such madness as war, then surgly, a few million dollars,

could be found to fight the evil: of unen:p'loyngent. In its own peculiarly

' sin‘\’p'li.s.tic way; the Western Labor HNews thuugn’t,‘that it madé much more

sense to increase the wealth of .the riation by creating’ jobs than by -
carrying on a var “where a “return on 'inve_survznt" Was not even conten- ..

plated.’ To fight that War, of course, the country borrawed heavily; »

Bor a fairly detai'led account of the Federal Gowermment's amtude
towards, and response to, the post-War problems of unemployment, see
James Struthers, "Prelude to Depression: - The Federal” Government and \

Unemployment, 1918-29", CHR, September, 1977, p. 277-93.. Hereafter ci ted, E
¢ Struthers, -"Prelude to nepressinn" v N e

st ra Libor s 2 foventer, 1918, RN
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a fact that the papers, perhaps c’bnven|ent|y“ overlocked.)? jhat,

'imwever, is irrelevant. For- thbever reasons, the government ma_y have had

for nct tnckhng the unemaoyment prnblem more aggresnvely, any ‘ot _
what the 'Iahour

p]nnatwn would almost certainly have fallen short
press fwanted . And what the,y wanf.ed of_ coursz/wa th reaHzatwn of

the dream of "democracf They felt that itwas'a deht owed. and As
such. sensed a deep betrayal - * s &

As the country swnb’led through the latter part of 41918, the-
papers “realized that a utopia-was not just am\md the €drner.  Editorda’l
tone became 1ncmsing]y defeaMst Typica] of - uhnt the papers felt was
Nﬂé editorial-which appeared in the § Decenber,ﬁl?l&, ediﬁon of the
1 P E N .

God- did'not_work wonders‘ to feed-and clothe a few worthTess
parasites with thé.riches of an empire, .to, fin up their

cups ‘out of the tears of orphans and widows; or of mothers.

o mTe robbegd of their sons. God didmot intend that so. unjversal

‘a blessingubig enough for us-all should be directed under-

ground, the obscure, narrow chame] of.a few: private  °

. purseg, leaving'so- many Joyal,suffering -pecple to sich and

. R mourn over- this destitute condition® |n the day of public.-

- oy
The BC Federationist, like - the News, also was quick to., reach the con--

c\uslon that relief -for the unemp'loyed was not’ foﬂhcolmng. /Produntiun

lost, and its editnr expressed the desire-to see. not radical change.

: Lo 3

T "JTne papers werg’ certain]y not {ga\orant of " the fact that the blar
was financed through borrowing, As’ a matter of fact, one.of their mos.
comon” concerns during the initial stages “of the .hostilities was
would mean an- incal culible, burden fur the country's wor)urh/g afters

" the guns. wére sﬂencad. 25 // .
e R4

Tiabor

, 6 December T8, 4L
i o

for pmﬁt st111 re1gned The Fedetacinn'lst conceded that toph was. ", :




- there,a ignof “relié" T he West’ Coast paper, 1ike its HamiTrort

- caunte4part \had on'ly ‘weak threats and def\}t' t p]eas for he]p.v Lahnur/

/ .

determ\ ed by the' denands of - the market;-"it has characterls\‘.lcs",*it / v

e 12/

% pmnted out, “that th\ngs, putatoes. for mstaucg{ do not pwssess

Only a-few shcrt weeks ear\ler the Federah st had assumed that J:hese A

~ and far greater questions had been semed m the cru&_‘lble of war/

“The new awareness of reahty extended also.to the Industrial Bamner.

1t reaHzed that the authonnes had no }ntentwn of dou\g anythmg
censtructwe hut felt that such passlvny would not be -long tolerated g

“+ : by workers whu had reassessed their own value; and had 1earned that* they
. w13

S were ”essent\al to soc\ety s progregs”, In the op\nmn of the Tabour™" ~~

3 . press, there was only one way to appease this new demandlng breed of
worker: by givmg him a job that provlded adequately for h1mse]f and h15

B8 ot famH Y.

s bk o . The papers nffered some suggestwns for the creanon of employment

Many of the ideas were novel, maybp even' revolutionary “in view of the

Eana millieu in which they were preserited. The western Labor News, for-

N examp'le. urQEd' the authorities to adopt a pmppsa'l put forward'at the

* ond of the War by -the Retifned Soldiers of Winnipeg:'h That organization

B R " 1%¢ Federationist, 27. Decenber, 1918.

N NG PBidustrial Baner, 6 Decerber, 1918

d To circunvent the constitution of the Great War Veterans' Acco- - -
c\anon which precluded political action, the Returned Soldiers' Asso-
ciations were formed with ‘the avowed purpose of working.with labour. for
the betterment of the warkmg class, Western Labur News, 27 December. 1918.

3 . . Iy
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cal'led for the governnerit tu assume cm\/trol oF "basié industries

% redun:e the wnrk day. to six- hours, ’intmduca c1\NI and mumcwal emplﬂy—

JYEnt schemes ;. and make pension; ahd Toans avaitable to the" d\sableps =

e r,ertam mdustraé&wnu]d create more Jcbs, and, that- the reductmn of,_the

J

i
Meanwmle, Hamﬂtcm s Labor News a'lsc thuught that pubhc ownershlp of s . \
!

. work week to. forty- fcur hours ol d. spread’ﬂ\e avulable JObS amund ‘
“ The Nm .ﬂso thought”that. the harnessmg of the "readﬂy avmlame sixty oL |
mi]hon )\orsepnwer of hydro wou]d contribute signiflcant!y to buth Jobr

. \creatwn a;ld d\eau E1attr1city, =

Through the lattqr part of 1978, qnd into 1919, various labour papers

‘made numerous proposals for creatingjobs. A1 ‘involved a considerable
. degree. of government intervention in the -economy, usually outright owner=-_

ship. This, of course; grew out of a certain ideological perspective:

. The Industrial Banner, for instance, clearly saw no-benefit in-"recon-

‘struction”” =“a.word that ‘became cliche almost asiqui':k'ly ‘it was coiried ~
-‘urﬂess it involved 'f.)n’damental economic changes. Only through a broad

programe of ﬁénonmmmn argued the Toronto ‘paper, .could full employ-

pent aid a higher Standard of 1iving b achleved The Barner thought: that .|
onl¥ through publicly owmed industries wnu]d the worker receive the full d
pv‘oduct of. his \abnur\.” -The ‘Wes tert Labor News was»\evenxmare adamant on

natmnahzatmn. The News $aw no point whatsoever in recons ructmg

"

lnstitutlons that had clear'ly failed to prnv\de Canad\ans with thE

{

Prpia:,
16 abor tlews , 29 Novenber. 1914,

< industrial Bamer, 13-Decembér, 1918.
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necessmes of er The radical Winnipeg paper called for "reorgani-_

zation” “and the establishnent of assysten that wou'd produce: for’ humamty

and nut for pr‘ofn: "Such a« comht\un“‘ stated the News, s orﬂy

possible. i a aemocramany cuntvo\led goveinment it democratie i/

mdus trles S

The prnposals and the grand designs put forward by the 1abnur press
”lacked an'ly two th\ngs F!rst of all, no mentmn was ‘ever made of t@
cost\ n\_mlved. They" generally‘ assumied that hecause money conw be found

to fight the War, money could be found to put people,to Work, "~ As abmys ¢

. with the truly fadignant’= ‘and-thie 1abour press was certainly, that -

means becone secondary” to goals; and by 191

nly one goal existed for
most, papers, and that was jobs. . )

»“OF greater importance, perhaps, than lack of money in.the creation
of employment was the gavernment s "ideology", as inflexible in its wn K
wayas- that of . the labuur press.. Instead of becoming mo>e involved m
the business-affairs of the country , the govermrent of Sir Rnhert Bcrden i

felt more Inc'Hned to Toosen what few controls existed at dar's énd, LR

*RJ: McFall, who. served as.the Tast cost-of-1i¥ing comnissioner fbrthe

‘administration, pointed out that "Most of the memhers of the guvemment

w19

‘wanted the office abolished alung with other war-tine cntrols™. ™ -Sir . 2

-John WHTM1sn, the noted Liberal and newspafier publisher s who headed-up

mmasvtevy‘n Labor News, L.J;muai-y. 1919.

£ uunted in Thomas D. :Traves, " "ThE Board of- Commerce -and the Canad\an
Sugar Refining Industry: ‘A Speculation on the Role of the Sta
€Canada”, CHR, June, 1974, p. 159, Hereafter cited Travgs, ['Buard of




the Canadian Reconstruction Association was certainly nnt'interven(ionist-

minded. . Ti tory-like platitudes, he calléd for cnncll!ahoﬂ sympathetic
™ appeal, “and Taborous ‘ffort”.20 “The Tabour press wanted solutions; and in*
T its opinion, that involved more than Haning. P )
The Wsslblhty, however, of capmnsm being\hn!igneg', ory rad- !
fcdlly transtormed, was remote indeed in'1919: , Charles . RouTand, ‘of
the Canadian Recmscmctxon Assnnanon, in ou of numerous respﬂnses to . 8
demands for radigal change, gave a good ind!catinn of what gnvernment wns

thmkmg in declaring that: "even ﬁ\ “this ENLTGHTENED AGE, 1t Nould be,

of the ‘couritry under comhuons

impossible to carry on the\industrie
other than thase which exIst" 2 uu1 ‘te clearly, the gnvemment was F‘t

. cnnhemp\ ating moving 1n the dimct{nn desired hy the labour press.

*  Essentially, the Federal aubhorities' only plad 1dy in waiting the .
> devressmn nut while trying to Heviate some of the wwst pmlems

\nth an expanded program of ' nuhhc works. T.vmcal of the solutions .
affened were those outlined hy me Repatrntwn Committee of Cabinet.
: lt promised to increase exports muugh how this was. to be acmeved in’
the fate of 2 worldwide depv!ss\on. uas _not spelled out.” The Co—\tt.ee
also promised m build railways; roads ships and houses & pmtra:ted
Toan and training nv'ngra- was also to be emnded to famers. 2\ These

duoted in Industrial Bamer, 17 Jatuary, 1919, - .+

-4 72]uunted in Wes tern Labor News, 19 April; 1919,

Tm§ “program" appeared as a govemment-spnnsored adverusement
in labour papers throughout . the country in the latter ha]f of Fehnnar‘.v.
Ao 1919. -See, for example. Ibid., 21 Febmary, 1919, 7y, -

o
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< ben. sérious soc1a'| upheava'l threatened .23 Aopeasing "t e Hlest it s,

prupasals were never acted upun, hnw&ver wn;h any great enthus{asm, bl

s'mce according to one hlstnrvan‘ the government cm]y took real action’

,appears, took pmmcy over. providing Jcbs g i

8y Tate January‘ a.mere fyo and a half months after the end-of the

War, most of rS, apart froi the more extrenist ones like the .
ies dmittdd that the-dream of a quick utopia had vanished.

a This was blamed on"a reactionary, government which, in the estimation of.

the papers; had betrayed ‘the workers. ‘But simply because a.better world ..
had riot. materialized, was not.in itself reasoh enough to convince the

Tabour préss that their whole outlook during the Mar years had been wrong.

Tndeed, some significant electoral successes. by labour andiddtes in the

early January municipal elections?® in Onatrio, only proved to: the -editors

‘that they had'read tn’e population correctly. But minor potitical vic-
RS S o

torfes were not enough to. effect any real change 5
Hence, the real problen far the Tabour press was to convince the

‘government that the desire for radical change was wtdespread that it had

Struthers, "Pre'lude ta Depression”, Septenher', 1977, p. 278.

LR —— datiie iR thosa FIETEAT SectignE.: THe
Independent Labor Party got considerable support.from all areas of the
Province. In HamiTton, the Party, according to the Industrial Banmer,
10 January, 1919, "won the:clearest cut working class victory in the
Country's history”. Two ‘comptrollers, five aldermen, and one school
trustee, were elected from labour's eleven man slate. Gordon Nelsom, .
edi . of the Labor News, defeated T.J. Stewart, Hamilton's Tory M.P. for
that \city's Commissioner of Hydro-Electric. -Kingston also returned a
full slate of labourites, three by acclamation. A Tabour mayor held his
office in Brantford. Other cities also saw significant labour gaims,
Labor News, 3 danuary, 1919, and Industrial Banner, 10 Janaury, 1919:

. 4 .
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the suppnrt of more than narrow-mterest Tabour gmups, It needed cred-

1Inhty. To accumphsh thls, the papérs used a very s|mp]e technlque

they po\nt.ed to similar demands and cri mc\sms “that came from the erst-

while conservanve commumty, or, ;u 1nst\~tut1nnsju¢gmups that viere . ¢ . .

ot palitica] ly fnativated but were well respected: The churches certam\y

“carried moral authority, and the Iabnur press invoked the]r concerns. ‘It -
a’lso uubHcized w1de1y the demiands of a group which arguably had mure

r1ght to seek change than any other group in Canada, the Great, War'

Veterans Assamatﬂun g
. Though some attention was_paid to_ the pranouncéments of-all of the -,
churches,. the Tabour press drew mosﬂy on' the Method1st undaubted'ly

hecause the Methodists seemed as much concerned With sncml matters as.

With spiritual affairs. As catly as September, 1918, their Board of - =]
‘secial éervices had approved a report calling for the nationalization of oy
all public utﬂ\tles. "at-least all raﬂways, canals, -water powers, coal
mifes, and a1l means of comuicotion®. 25 The thurch's quest for.a new
Grder did not end there. AL Conference in HaaiTton in Octaber, 1918, .+ -
it reaffimed its commitient ‘to thése ideals’s the Report of the Committee

dealing with-theChurch, War_and Patriotisn demanded "nothing-less -than

the-transference-of-the white—economic i fe—froma—basis-of—cometition

and profits to one of co-gperation”.%® ‘Clearly, the Church~had-gome*from— .
"a problematic approach to change to a. philosophic one. u ’7

Fram the Report of the Methodist Church Board of Snma'l Servn‘es,
% September, 1918. (uoted in Hapkms, CAR,' 1918, p. 603 L

3 ZEme Report of a Committee dea'l\ng wi thRelations of the Church,
War. and Patrﬁocism, Tbid.
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Ftsghilosophy certamly smted noderate 1abnur papers ike'theY D
Industrial Ban . The’ Toronm{aper was quick to puint out the obvious. 5 &

araW'Ie]s in what it and the Church were saying. In' a January, 19!9

d al, the paper quated extensive]y from a report that had

1 issued by .the Army and Navy Board ‘of the Methodlst Church

m a tone vmt unTike “that 'of, 'the Tabour papers, dec1ared it "1nco
able, . ﬂmt we shou'ld connnue the same selfish methuc}% in our lndustma]

* political and economic life which have characterized the social orderat

'the past years". N‘gtwnahxatmn of 1ndustry was again demanded in e T L

fmake mdustrla] democracy the necessary .
27

2 e mcngmtmn of the need

Such arguments were very nueh in

£ I comp]ement of pohtlca1 “freedon.

keep‘)ng wiwth the tbought of the Tabour papers.

% : The papers found the same kind of demands in The Vet%ran, tne vclce B .

nf the Great War Veterans Assocmtwn Though the GWVA p?per and the

- _Mestern Labor News were-po]es apart ideologically, they did -agree that

w) - i'the estranging Fias® codid ot provide a “permanent barrier” betveen

* North America and a Europe seething with revolution. .And.The Veteran

i . . feared revolution unless reconstruction was carried on under.the "most
far-reaching~téms" by the ™most constructively radical and forward

. E P 28 : . : =L
—f— ook tgemind—tn-tie-Cabinet' s ;

1 5 N

27lndustria1 Banner, 17 January, 1919,

sme Veterar, Jamary., 1919, and the Western

% abor_News,
2 February - .

=
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Unfurtunately, Prime. Mlmster Borden's Cabinets vere. riot. noted for

" tittie or nnth\ng tocofbat the winevils of unemp1oyment and high
prices. There was of course .a'significant amount of wmdnw dress\ng.
 The Enploynent Service of Canada was created in'1918 to. get sa]dwrs "

Back into civilian Tife, and sone . federal lmney vas granted for unemploy- 1

!
~ment.relief. " A Soldier Settlement schemewas devebnea; thelr_e was even
proposa1 put forward for unemp\oymznt insyrance t'generally, - ’

three levels of government were more mterested in deflecting respon- !

|
sibility. rather than facing up'to a very seriols’ problein:Zd - The extént

to which they did manage to avoid doing anything was evidenced by. the fact

that the "bad times".of 1920-2].were still to come.

High prices were tackled in the sare hake beTieve Fashion as unemplL:y-

B \
. ment.  The Board nf Commerce, for mstance, waé created with the power to

investigate and prosecute cartels, but the “sine" .men appointed to that).

body, helped resolve "the tension between.the Taw and the intent behl‘r';dJ
the Taw'. %0, Tn effect, 1ittle uas achieved: And .Tittle was intended. |
: ; |
. ‘\ [
: 9Struthevs. "Prelude to Depression", p. 278 219, 290. Struthers‘ "
-contehds “that the mumc(pahhes, the. provmces ;nd the Federal Govern<
ment played a game of "constitutional evasion” with the unemployment ‘
.problem: -As late'as 1924, the Ontario Premier pointed out@here the
Provmcs has any direct responsibility, I am at a Toss -to rstand”. 1

v |
. 3Orraves, "Board of Commérce", ‘p. 160, *Judge Robson of Manitobd and

W.F. 0'Connor, the-wartine cost-of-Tiying commissioner were two prominent
appomtees to. the Board,' Robson was a well-known conservative, while’
0'Connor's appointment: was oppused by the Minister of Labour, GTdeon

- Robertson, on’ the-grounds- that 0'Connor was not the "champion of ‘the pePple
he was ‘widely’ beheved to be, but a friend of the sugar refining mter
ests.

|

the pmgresslve ninds' of the'lr. nembers, The government did prachca'l'ly ; {

el LR
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By eaﬂy spring, 19195 ‘when’ lt hecame readily auparent that v
government 1acked either‘ the will or the abﬂn‘.y to, tack1e the natwn s
b pmb'lems they\were faced w1tr| anather serious concern, mnuntvng sociad
Though many\\n government and business weve qmte content to blame

1e agi tatort 31

umest.

e "lrrespons the lahour press, he1d a vastly different
papers argued and a Royal Conlmssmn which’ Twent to werk that- 0
spnng onflrmed, \ that the mnts of the unrest were pure]y economic.
fone nf ‘the papers\made any “pretense whatsoever to finding more ﬂahorate
causes. A few days after the beglnmng of: the bhnnipeg General Scrlke,

3 for instance, the Lahor News', in.an editorial cha.t was typn:a\ of the

times, stated without quahfuatmn that the gmwmg d1ssat|sfact|nn
stemmed i the 1nah|1|ty of ther worker to meet the rising mst of 'lvvmg.
_The paper further suggest\bd that the situation would continue while people
-were "receiving a great de\a'l less in wages than it takes for them to
h've" hs for. the government s apparpnt inability: to afford reconstruc- x ¥
twe measures , the News. attnbuted that to ‘the outrageous contracts

fianded cut during the war".3

uﬁlypica] of those who blamed tha, rresponsible agitator" was
Thomas /Findlay, President of Massey-Harris. :In a .speech ‘to a United
Farmers .of .Ontario gathering at Goodrich, Ontario; Findlay protested- that
there was "too imuch rot talk about pruFlts It is unfair to inflame .the
public; upon the questlon of pmht \»: quoted in Industrial Canada,
Ju]y, N919; p..147. it S S e

. Refers to the Raya'l Commisswn on Industria] Relations, \919 that
was cnawed by Judge Mathers, and’which presented its report on .)une 27"
1919, { The Commission heard testlmnny Fv'om workers (mnsﬂy) and othegs,
fmmlacross the whole nation. \

) /33Labor News, 22, May, 1919,




Al me whﬂi‘tha?xhe workers snffered from unawloy-nt and hxgh

A grener unrest by earning exuthant profits.

; Can'fed'erate. whic!

- i
SRR | Dy 5 0B
| 3

i S . oo - - :

pruzs ,. the 1abour. press I:e'lieved that the businessﬁn-uniq pru-ntzd
The radical brandon s £

ike me He;tern leer I(us reflected the " feehngs

of the Hmmpeg area amund the time of the General Strike, dec‘lared umt
unrest as a wonker response to "pmfﬂ:eers both great and small™, The ~ .
paper cnvmdered these people, and nos,:ge nd(u’ls 3 "agents of "

Bolshevisn", "the parent promoters of unres}: .the instigatirs of:fevolt"; . - 4

for it was” their greed, centended\the umfederate that pushed people to.

100K for -radical ah:ernmves.34 The lndustrm Banner argued,hkens "
T
and 1amented that wartime ddealism Wns being up?uced by materialism " g

w357

and sectional greed" .
s the advers/ecommic condi tions persisted the:1abaur press; too,

5 !
1ll its own way became concerned uvth "old maurh'l'lslf That, probably, =4
- Was only.to be expected the nnrker who lacks me basic necessities of 3 I -
i

lﬂe would, without doubt, desire frrst and foremost the fulfillment of

these needs, and dream less of a utppu. He night not hauev!r. forget
that he had been promised better.” - o T AT 2 % &
chg C RSB e Tl By
At’the end of the War; the Tabour press sincerely believed. that.a-
F:r almost three years, tvh_a’t.v:e‘x;;ettati'on

> g 3
better world was in the offing.

4 3_“sran4m. confedeme. 7 Warch, ;

3B indus tria) Banner, 4 pril; BEILR




of & brave new o d had damnated their'pages, and _had inflienced

e vracncal]y every editorial they wrote, Furthen»ore the papers had

.. believed that-in"the- post~War éra,’ the old cunservatwe systen of master:

av(m servapt emp]nyee and emp]uyer. would be rep]aced hy a sy'stem which

v recagnized the needs a,nd the wurcvf of the worker to afar gmater extent

T man capita](sm hs, far as. the pApers were .concerned; the.very -fact mat

L ‘the government: was forced to. |ntgrvgne to-an nnexpecged extent in.the. -

vlaus]y worke !

/S ten,

ZThat was be trayél -

“that ‘intervention fad prodiced -fesults , vas -reason enough. £o

The gover ment too. knew that the pub]lc of wmch the Tabour press

b repmsente(ﬁ a

being. mate"to

% and hnpir;g. Rl
stration of th
wivth ~un'res.t; 1
_There was nevey
problém’or the
© ot beh‘evé in

“ {nstance; respy

fall ‘part, wanted intervention., They wanted-‘to. see things

* - Borad "of Commef

tdes1 re,

appen’as,v’n “the war . years, rather than me-ﬁ‘eﬂy ‘«ai t’ing ;

It is somewhat telling that, when threatened

Bnarg:] of Cor

ja gq ‘ernment - controﬂed eccnmny.
nded ‘thus to the estahﬁshment of, the potenlia]ly powerful

erce”,

¢ any |enthusj asm for tackhng either the unempluyment

One Uni'onist, For

p. 160,

pr!Cé problem, haslqaﬂy becanse Borden's .government md

¢ urest that mnifested 1Eself in-1919 was a :lear demon-

e go\g&rnmnt was, muved to act; tho gh usua]ly symbnﬂcﬂ]y,

sy




"1 do ot believe tat the Lommi ssion “that is- io be
i : appointed will secure any ‘imed1ate-radicil. reduction
- in prices But-1.dobelieve it may.do something to .
Tessen-the lndus‘tml unrest there is in this contry
today. i Vi %

For. the gnverm\ent the unmst ‘Was 2 ‘more szr1 ous, prob]em than Its “causes...

‘acﬁve quvemment “What they Failed to realize s that assive govem-

: ‘ments. coutd snmetimes appear othendse tnmugh mnduw dressmg The!
papers reahzed a]sn that symbn]ism, w1th (ts a:cvmpanymg unemployment
-and high pnces, was such a shoddy- way to treat people who had mde huge

sacr\ﬁces (n defence nf mgn Hdeals. | But havmg made ﬂlese sacv‘xﬁ:zs.

,and havlng become polticized partly because. of the’ propagandi g 0f "

4 these |dea1s, these sime peuple ere no lnnger willing ta. meekly awa\t

the upturn of the :y:'hca] !chnl\v. Behefs to. the confrary wer! Con

frnn:ed with the. Hlnmpeg ‘weneral Str1ke..

1he '[abour press read the pubHc " mood carrect]y 1n seekinq a more -
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The Winnipeg General Strike ‘occiipies a conspicuous. pésition in E

Can\adnn 1abour “history. [n‘a cointry that is better known for.its
deference 'to authority, the Striks’stands out ds:a marked exanple of a .
social- mdustria] disturtan:e of.a s1gn1f1cant nature. . In-the context . CE
4o this paper, the Winnipeg troubles serve'a very, inportant. functior. o

the one hand,. it demonstrates the extent and depth of Tabour's dissatist
faction with the existing drder, while: it also brings to an'énd any
Tasting i1lusions which the 1abour papers might have sti1l harboured con-

.+ cerning-a post-war utopia.” ‘As the strike developed,. and as the govern-

B, nien: began.applying its tepressive-measures; {t becane abundantly ‘clear

to pracncaﬂy all.of the labour papers, with the exteptwn of minor ones
er the Brandun Confe}ieratg, that a workers" paradlse was fnot in.Canada's
imnediate future. This chapter Will.very briefly outline the affair i
* salts though very blief\y since the Strike has begn adequately documented

Selsewhere.! The chapter's prinary, aim is to describe-the athtudes of "the

Strike, and determ'me the effect that its defeat

\\')}abour‘ press towa)
: o~ the idea of an emerging new order.
ore. thar.one octasion; intifated that Canada
ince,the end of the Great Uar. The .t
pménts of the Str\ke certaln!y testify

ket of a few radical. urifon leaders to inspire - .

of Toronto i’réss, 1973, 1950; and David J. Bencuson, ‘Confrontation at R
Labour, Industrial Relations, and the General Strike, Queen's

Winni peg: i
- Universtiy Press. TO7L- -
=Y ] N\ .
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Much "of what happened in Hlnmpeg durmg the troub]ed montns of

May and- June, 19'(9 was chéractenzed as much by spuntane1ty as by care- 3

fu'l planning. : Granted, the Meta'l Trades Cnunm'l dld begm» the - course of

everts that everitually. swelled ‘intd a general vork. $t0ppage by strlklng a

humber of, ‘metal 'shops: on May 1, he two weeks, hoyever, between that

“first call-and theveventual
Other. |

cally general before the ergunizing yaup had’ gotten ‘argund to’ ca]

fon. 0f 2 genéral str\ke, fifty-two

ions had walked off ‘thei job.' Tn’ effect, the Strike was practi- T«

ing it

s012 when the bhnmpeg Trades and Labur Councﬂ did finally, called out its
ent1re nenbership of 12,000, they were Joinede by at ]east twvne perhips’ -

three times as many,’ no|f~umon|zed supporters 3 The Torontn r, which'

‘ thmughout the affair ma’ ntained that‘there»was "no soviet" ‘in the‘cit}/.

’ ¥ >\ estlmated that at least 35 000 workers were. on strike; white half of the

. i oo ety popu]atmn of 200,000- werE' sympathat\c to' the str\ker;::?qnd

-~ desires ! Sympatheﬂc str1kes occurred from Vancaaver to 1 a5 .

S va;l(grs 5, Clearly, this was ot sinply an orrﬁnar‘y withdrawal 67 Servicess
g but’an 1 |catwnaf the change ‘that, four years of war had provok{ed ot

quite ordmary peuple

© ZRyiph Atten; Ordeal by ‘Fi * Double-
day and (:ompany Inc.,

S5 30hn Cra!g. The ‘Years of Agohy, 1910/1920 Torontn Naturai~Science .-, '
of Canada, 1977, T1§ 9_)’— . O R, 1

=] o Moronto Star.. 23.May, 1919 '[ 2 e Y g P
L ©“®pavid 3. Bercison; "The Winnipeg Generar Strike, CoHectlve N .
;7 Bargaining and: the One Big Union Tssue", CHR 51, Jue, 1970, p. 169. i
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g The. Cantidian Worker of 1919.appears. to have developed adetermination . . .4

“to fight ftir’ the réalization of ‘sone’of the egalitarian dreams:that, ; .
nearmg the end of the War, had seemed 'so clase at hand Evidence of

“:this was the 1ndustr\a] and suc|a1 unrest that s\uggested an xntense d1s-

satisfactmn with the worst’ fedtures of .the:’ ssez faire. pnst-war era.

By their stnkes and demunstratmns, warkers were al estwmng the very

premises on which Canadifn sociéty had sb comfortably-rested for solong. .

2 ; M .
One ‘of ‘these premises was deference  to authority which often meant, as -

" wgs pbinted out by Stephen Leacock, respect for millforaires.S Having = - 2

fought’ our Tong arduous. years for . “democracy”, the workers of 1919
shawed @ d1st1nct reluctance t0 prcffer.,that same regard; they were no’

ik mnger convinced that Providence hgd favoured ‘{'l‘ rich man, and'so made

fim ﬂeservlng of his wealth. Given the widespread acceptance of stories
of prnﬂteermg and fat war contracts,’ _he was more Tikely 1o§ked upon as’ . ¢

the recipient of pahuca) rather than dwme favour.

Of course, the' more conervative of the econormc and poli

cal elite

£ re'luctant to admit that Eanada s, workers had su changed in 'N‘Ere

four ‘years. Géorge B. Nicholson, a Uniorist 1P and Chairman of a
parliarientary Kigh Cost of Living Cormission; acknaw'lgdged a changd, but
not a lasting oné - “a natural nervous strain”, he called it,

/ See Bawker. The ‘Social Criticism, p.-78.

. I Thopkins,; CAR 1918, p. 325. Hopkins, whose frlends mc]uc\ed
[ Joseph ‘Flavelle, came frequently to the defence of.the business.com-

s munity. He did acknwledge however, ‘that |'The manufacturers and
capitalist made money" from the war, “"many m moderation, some with a
conspicuous. lack of moderation. . The fact’ that this had ‘);er-meated \:he
bNc mind“ was given as a cause’ for "labour d\fﬁcult\es
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whlch the whole wDr"Id has passed as a resu'lt -of -four years ufx

He thought that the unrest would di sappear with the pass\ng of "economic

preésure" and the “\rrespons':b'le ‘agitator.8 -

. o - Net everyone was as wﬂlmg as N1cmﬂsnn m attribute the unrest cf
19]9 to the ever convenlent “wrespnnsib\e agutatnr" The noted
scunomst W.A: Mackintosh, writing in the Aprn 1919, issue of ueen's

guarter]x argued ‘that some of the unrest stemmed from the refusal of . .

“People to believe that prices could not be ‘controlled. - Mackiritosh person-

ally believed that something could have_been done’ about the, profiteering.’ -

Meanuhile, the Quebec WP Ernest Lapointe, blamed the wole problem, in-

cluding the Winnipeg General Strike; ‘on’the government's refusal to take

10

“ constructive action. . At ‘the same time, opinion in the country was

polarizing to: an extreme degree as the dissafectéd - which included the

Tabour press’ - called: for action, while "the lother half" counse

patience. Colonel 'J.B: Macledn of Maclean's Publ'{éhing Comfany, sp

*«}n 1919 to de]egates to-the annua'l CMA convention, noted 1_this polarizs

/ ‘and Iﬂasted his “narrow minded" aurhence fur their ohst\nacy and intrag

o Wthemsﬂves did'not trigger the marghes, strikes and riols that so, \

Uuoted in Industrial Canada, July, 1919, p. 157, o O it

f w\gsh, "Economlcs, Prlces and the War", gueen s guarterll
Aprﬂ 1919, p. 46

3 . Dehates. House of .Commons, 2 Oune. 1919, p. 3010 3013.

¥ R uuoted in Industrial Canada, July, 1919 p. 157.
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characterized the troubled times of 1919. One can turn to-a surfeit of

exp]anat%ans presented to the Matﬁers Commission, (éstablished to in-
vestlgate social and industrial unrest) " by the workers themse1ves In-
vmaw, these mtcel» Workers veflected. on the Har, and suggested-

i re1at|ansh1p.to the current unrest. .One man, an ex-soldier, confessed .
\that "for years and years [ ne_\;ev‘ did av:y thinking”, but started to do so

“during the course. of-the hostilities. ‘Another man.discovered that ‘the

S : :
War had" taught that “every man was equal, and no man was entitled to be

%02 1t s a Tesson that thé labour.press .

mas‘\:er and owner of resources
Coud well identify with. G

Nhen, therefuve the mnmveg General Strike started, the papers .

supported 1t fully. The Lzbor News, Eastern Federationist, British

\
"Columbia_Federationist, Industrial Banner, Brandor:Confederate and the

—Westen Labor News were among the nany papers which gave it unqualified
s\jppﬁrt Basically, aH of them saw the Strvke as an attempt by the [
workers to wrmg justice out of an‘Unfair and uny\e'ldmg systemA SR i

Perhaps because of the obvious and pervaswe sense of intense

dlssausfactmn the' labour press showed no surprise at the wtbreak of v iine I
* the genera1 “strike'in winmpeg. Many of the papers had by the spring of
\ a9, become convmced that the differences between 1abour and capital
wefe irréconcilable, ‘The more radical members qf the. fraternity, such as
Hinm‘pgg"s own Nestérn Labor- News,. were_becoming increasingly Marxist, A 3,

~and spoke often of the need to replace capitalism with a “communistic - /

124inutes of thé Royal Commission on-Industrial Re\ationse\
. p. 558, 465, - :
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" compnweal th 13, “white sich statenents .could"very well-have been con--"
o Y _stry.ed‘ ds deliberate plotting, they.were almost certainly no vmnre.than‘

*idle speculation. . The labour press in general v‘las"gl‘ven “to phi-\nséphiz-
mg, and the western Labor News in partlcu'lar was, prone to overstafement.

‘But durmg the cnurse of the whnle St e, fnone of the. papers p]ayed up e

the affair enuugh to suggest that they real\zed it was ito hecnme a

. historically significant event. As'a matter “of fact\, they emphasized it

t s .
Tittle more than other labour troubles. ~ i

Givéh the hature of union-politics in.Canada in- 1919, ¥t is worth /_ Yol
ey i ‘ n\entwnmg that there‘is simply no evidence to suggest that the more

rn papers wgre_dehberately'1gnarmg th\s &rlke that F

conservan& east

X involved the One Big Union. The support which the papers, gave the

s ... strikers, indicates quite clearly uhere their.sympatties lay. Also, they -

spent. conslderab]z time rsbuthng the many conspi racy charges that were

1eve11gd at the stnker; by peop]g in-government, .industry. and’the.daily .

press. : * .

‘During the first few days of May, unrestthroughout the country was -

comron, ' but there Jas nothing dramatic enough to indicate that a general

"stl"ike might erupt; ' As late as May. 16, the Western Labor News cuntir'\ued

to demand actlon from guvernment on the perplexing problems ‘of unemploy— .
ment and escalaung prices. 1In. the same ednurml. however;| it made an

observation that appears especia'lly acute in hght of _the events that

were to take place in Winmipeg.. It suggested that churgr_les mass meetings

13yestern Labok News, 2 May, 1919: -




2 and pubhc speakers were mmtmg revolt st;np]y hecause the trad|t1una1

SRR

“safety valve" for dlscontent. Parhament had become isa'lated and a'luaf i
fmm the_problems of .the country.. Yhe paper fe‘ll: that as 1ong as
government cuntmued to, refiect o'l\garch\c rather than pupular uplmun,

Gial disconwnt Would ccntmue unabated. 4 At that moment i time,

he News seemed unavare uf the fact that it was in the _midst of:-a major

anu upr1§mg. e 53 A T

K In Joronro, ‘the lndustria'l Banner periudh:aﬂ/y prnc]awed lts

so'lidarity with the Winnipeg-workers throu,ghout the course of the Strike.

UE rhd‘not, huwever, see the affair'as worthy.rof. its undivided attentmn.

rom. a' distance, .the Winnipeg truubles might .have appeared dwarfed by

Toronto's own:” The city's local TLC Body falked of & general. cessatio
of work thmughﬂut che spring of. 1919 vThere ;lere several major strikes
On May 1, more than.8500 metal Wworkers wa]ked’ off their ans +in search uf
lhlgher wages -and shurterv hours. " They were joifed a ‘veek Tater.by 3148

s meat packers 400 prmters, and an additional. 4660 meta'l wov‘kers, Such

work stoppages were ‘common throughout the summer especmny among .the

netal trades.'” The Banner. therefore, did not need Hmmpeg to. Fi11 iits

s E

”nnd., 16 May, 1919 This idea apparentiy orig‘lnated with the
New Statesman, a British paper.

>°. 1552& lndustﬂa] Banner, Ma,yZ 9, 16 ane 27, July 4, 1919.° In

respnnse to the unrest, the :yty of Torontu passed "red flag" laws in
.mid-May; declaring that "No person use, display, carry, wave, or.other-'.
“Wwise exhibit any flag...or other device intended to encourgge...op- -

. position to constituted:-law and order,or.-to Tead to unrest, strife of
“discontent among the\penp]e", quoted in’ Ibid., 23 May, 1919. .
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. eﬂitufm page., Predlctably, of course, it found time to suggest that [

hins happsmng in.the prairie city was ‘symptomatic of the reenngs of

16

- pesple thioughout ‘the country. _In“its lasti May: issue, the:paper o

oo T clared: that. "ever’y" worker in Toronto supported ‘the Winnipeg ‘strikers, .

ice” being

I/ réalizing as ‘they did. that.the striggle for_ "&onomic' jus

© “waged insthat city, af%ecced every worker in- the entire fiation.!” J

o 77 Uike the Banner, 'the other papers realized that the prnblems that .

cor\fronted the Winnipeg wo&ksr‘s were not - umque The Eastern-

Federauonts: in Nova ‘Scotia was’ especially ‘supportive; perhaps becaise’

R Tt had_a ‘similar.situation brewing in its own backyard. ‘A general ‘strike

" started-in Amherst on May 20.and lasted well fnto dune. - Four days after

the " AthrSt str1ke cummenced the Clty s Federatiun Uf Lﬂbl)llr whﬁ:h re+
ferred-to Ttself as the Orie Big Unfon, Tent ‘its.moral suppart to innipeg <
by & Vote of 1185 01, 18 “The Fecerationist applauded this manifestation
of the "sympatheh: pr‘lnciple“. and conpared it L.n ‘the supBort that: the

k . Empire.lent, “the otheE. country 1 fouk: years of bitter war: 19

At the other end of the country, the 5tr1ke~d1d not generate any

great enthusiasm or: ccmtruversy. The British Cu]umbwa Federationist *

treated the call for a general work 'stoppage as o of ‘several ‘news items ;

O1bid,} 23 May, 1939, . ¥ s
e : sl

1bid., 30 may, 1919 T O

Wotan Reilly, *THe Genera1 smke i Anherst; Nova scottay 1 1919%;
Aeadiensts, 'Spring, 1980,

Veastern




Tin its May. 22 dssue. Tre s\gmf\cance ‘of the strike “did not re91ster R

_'1'1‘2 B

a1, ““Strangely enough, "the, paper did not eiéninterpret the. affair in

ideological terms,: As a matter ‘of" fact,. it had more/to say about the
ahundance of uverstatement than about' the Strike 1tse1f

- Democragy is-alvight i Germany, of any, other place but |

& at-home. .But let democracy be.'so much as mentiongd, in &
“Canada, and we are told that, revolution® is stalking oyr +| *
idst, that. consmuﬁom gbvernmenz is threatened,

hnped to wr(ng the most basic: of democrahc rlghts, nameTy cu'l'lecuv i

bargaining, ‘out of lntranslgent and reactionary ‘employers.”. The" paper was |

convmced that the Strike could be:ended.by the mere granting of that

rlght 24 lt was a sent\ment shared by many.

. There were,’ of! caurse radlczﬂ 1dealogues like the small Brandun

Y Cnnfederate Mhich viewed the Strike as the culmination af 'Iong process .

“observations: & it b 2 i

- unavomab]e, The iinfluence.of -the Marxian dialectic is obvious i its )

"7y shall dominate the many:”. that.day-is at an end; the old

S 2°annsh Cotumbia Federationist, 22 May, 1919, © 7o

bhth hs predilection fnr the dramatlc, the paper cnusvdered the ouﬂ:reak

22

Thére are always those who opposeé| progress aiid:stand

- for...the conservation of the exigting order of things.
~-In the dge of revolution such as we are now passing

through; these. reattionaries .are bound:to suffer for they

have put their faith in the old doctrine that the few:

order changeth, capitalism.is at an.end. Democracy is
', % knockirig at the door. st

Dipias, 6 dunes 1909, - " : ks,

Z2grandon Confederate, 16 My, 118, © . i B s




c years. in prlsun. “To' make mitters worse,’ the repeal .of Section 13

" Those of ‘the Confederat,

* cause” and effect that

“would cmsh the 1dea comp]ete]y

i —'i]‘Sl

3 persuasion, possessed of the certamty of |

1t well- escape the ‘more . relectwe, were in’ a
def%m’te nn"nuri Y. The expectatlon of ‘revolutlion was'no \nnger very
pmminent in the 1abnur press. “The authorltaman endlng of the" Strlke

/

iy early June~ measures to-stop the str1ke and 1ts 7eaders were
|
evolving. A amendment\to me Immgranon Act,: Sectlon av,. made it
possib]e to* deport those whcrsoug’wt to overthrow -the guvernment / Also

Sectwn :98 ‘of ‘the Criminal Code Was amev\ded to make it unlawful -to’asso:

c\ate with- those who “propose or\defend the use of violence. to bring b
abmu: exther puhtu;a] or ‘economic change Menbersmp in ‘such an nrgam- s

" sabfon; or attendance at such m’zemgs  were pun1shab\e by up to trenty

ré—

moved: basic prutectmn for the disenchanted, it had stated tnawt was
"riot seditious to point-out Yhe'h nistakes. of governnent.in good faith’; 24
These -were dracnman measur7s mdeed . i

The evldent ‘pararoia r/eached into the mmcary a'lsu. An gmendmenc"- %
to -the Mild

iaAct in ding /mcreasz%‘d Canada's perianent farce from 5000

to. 10,000 ien. " The' mi1itary autho ties” cons1dered ‘that a "necessary’ and

< urgent matter before the/ rising tide of the unemployed faced the rigours

“of ‘the W}nter". _The Minister of Militia, General: Mewburn,: was prpmpted <

Biistiers, wmmneg General Strike, p; 103.
2
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@ ‘incredse such "3id to the civil-pouer" by the.ifinnipeg strike 2
W . K The “Jabour press._was obvmns\y lnceﬂ at the heavy- -handed

mhods which ended the Strike., They were g.e\qmny convinced that the M

manipilation of the country's laus wis a Yeal indication that, as the

Eastern Federanomst sugges bed,. 1abour, would be trampled upon’ vihﬂe &
the rich, blosd-sucking profiteers” would ‘be’al1omed fres rein. 2.

To their credit, the papers seemed fo-instinctively realize that
" the laws, fio matter how nppresswe, wauld: remain. in force for some time.

% .0 herefore, rather han seck |imediate changes; they tried to reap some
: . >

Titical gain by pointing out, the fatlacy of past ‘government policy in.

J respect ‘to imnigration.  For no sooner had. the ‘amendmiits to the © - _
" Inmi gration‘Act been passed, than a spate.of -"We tol‘da—yd so" editorials

" appeared. Typma'lv ot these very:i1iiberal condemnatmns as. this one

_-which appeared w the Labor News, 12 June, 19\9 which se'lf»rlghteously
[
T

dec'lar‘ed that it had

pmtested time and  time’ again agamst the ﬂhul ale
importation of these people;* -and now Canada isdbegin-
ning to reap ‘the benefits of its mad desire to populate
the.country with anything.that would work cheap. -

, 1887-1939, Torénto:.. The

s * Pyohn Swaftenhan, McNaughtol

Ryerson Press, 1968,

Zﬁ,sas'tem Federananm, 28 dune, 1919:

|
W By ) Lahar News, 12 June, 1919.

ne of "these people” had been in.Canada Since 1899, “Others’ had
served With the Canadian army: one had been twice wounded. - A1T vere
“denied trial by jury and had their cases heard by a Special.committee of °
the [mnigration Department, Western Labor News, 1 August, 1919.




The Eastern Feder‘atlumst was qlnck tu polnt out that' )t too, had Dp—

4pused lmlgratmn, and that fjad the govermnent Hstened to its warnings, .

dictatoria) measures  vouTd npt be necessary to hait ihe Nlnmpeg General-

Strike.. J : ;
it ﬁight appear. that the labour: press. w}s“imp]icit\y accepting the
alien, agltatur argument “thit the government'had propagated. -Thisy hw-

" ever, was th s0. Tt simply faund fhe need of -the autnor tles to resort

to"such neasurés pol ftica]ly. convenient. ~ The Federa

ist, for-instance, -

-needied. the éstablishment by suggesting that "Capital had miixed: thel .
ke ‘the’ taste of. n", and predwted thiat. it would

medicine,. and naw don c

bur_y ddeas. It could howevér, suspend their’ ump1en1en:ation, and, th

to understand The Industr1a1 B nner,.. for®

the Jabour: press seene

ized. t at the crushing uf the Stmke marked the end

The papers re
arutopia‘ The affaw had rutmesst dembnstrated that

of ‘the drea

nist, 14" dune, 1919, " 0T S




"—ns- o ol s

. cansntuted will ‘of the social -and’ ecenomic ehte could pv-evaﬂ agalnst § )

a popular cause.  This made. the papers examine past pronouncerents on .

“sociat change.”The British cgmmbi}a Federationist in ‘its Jast issue, )

: 8 August, 1919, adnitted that Tt hatl beei far. 60 optimistic'in the pasts

4 o that the revolution. wou]d not be’ spontaneuus, that it wmﬂd on‘(y corre . o
- Aot thiehigh Worker-alactoral. parbiGipation “at svery Teve13! " The

- Western Labor News did'nut turn away fram its radicai\'sm, but did.

. adm\tted that. thé"“General Strike had beén-a great deféat for 1abour, i

. thuugh v‘emained convinced that the- -march of ‘this. "titamc sucla] forice'
" 33

_towards Jusuce was "majéstically. inexorable and fnevitable!.™?, Tt is:

doubtful that the News be\ieved that itse he fall.of 1919. “The -

B Industrial Banner, wondering “what did.we fight for?” ce}:ain1y'dié nué 3

s To a rather nawe ‘Tabour press;. the Strike” forcefu]]y demunstrated

" the extent to which ‘the consti tilted authority would 30 to stdp.: any atterpt i3

toleffect radical change i Carat{an.soeisty, - find, S st be, ressrbered;

the papers. had’ certainly Tooked forward.to this Since 1916:" The ending of

, 19 Septembe|

7 =
) 33fbid, 31 September, 1919 M e
B L/ A iy 2, & > -
L el ) L/ ndustrial Banrier, 29 August, 191

¢




hem realize ‘thiat the. cansel

the Strike made 1
% mnmg o'hgarch unu'ld accep only’ sm. du
thour se; 1'us dvsrup Hons, . A

nature ‘of the ‘cons
o

change, _and Dn'ly if:

Ehz ex1st1ng system could accamodatz it W

pn’htn:al roach mthm tne gnstmg par]iamentary fv-amework‘ seeme i

" S1ikethe cm'ly ammmve. ;

b Surpr\sing1y, the Industrial Qanner, wh\ch had been amnng the must i
dedlistic'and democratic o e Tabour papers, began -losing. Falth in’ . A
. “parliamentary democracy at the.time when the.others were gravit: ating” %

- wards. that strategy. , This. is ‘perhaps. sugqesti‘{e of ‘the dis!\]usionment
“which all, the papers felt. in 1919, a'29 ‘August, 1919, editorial,
* Bannet, declared its “"growing dlstrl[st o( the. eff\caqy of parhamentary

nsﬁwtmns" and was 'Ieamng to@is the! “{dea of. wl\at s called "direc
ﬂCt'H]n -







; S e s
\ : \ : Yar. of the” magmtude of .the great cnnfhct or 1914218 must
o mevltablyvtnvolve vlyt(l]ylevery md1v|dua'l of every. be!hgerent natmn A

3 Almos\‘. of necessity, it must Tead humamty to questlon the basic founda~
» tl 'ns of the social’and pthica] order that allo(le’d\‘ﬁu\Kanen. I
. ' such a:conflict, everybody feels. its. 1mpact. 3 5 L e

Y . Horld War T had a spec\a‘l sigmﬁcance for. Canada s. labour press, ¥

iiuét as it did fnr pracnca]]y the whnle of - the Hestern world's socialist

covmmmt,y In thewr upmwn, mﬂ\tary cnnfhct dldaot originate 1n the .

m1nds of men as natmnahst mamfsstatlans; |t uas mstead a pruduct of . . - B

\capItahsm which“in turn was perhaps suc!ahs\u s raison d'etre, ' It

) foﬂows then that the 1abour press, edited and wltten aliost. excl uslvely
270 by suc1ahsts of one kmd or another, would exhibit. more than a little

cr-1t|ca'| wnterest ina conflitt: that became staggering\y bloody und dex- ..

stmctwe, wh\ch ] nivolved, moréover, buth real id cunbucted atroci _I;\es./

The cne 'péper that injtidlly disavoued any taste' forsoctal isn,

¥ , ot News of Hamﬂton also tuuk a strnng pro-\ war -stance,,
i " The purpose nf th1s thesis has been to dawment the athtudes, the

i ¥ mutwes and the purpose expressed by. the English Canad\an 15baur press

to the causes and effects of the ti tamc strugq\e Assessmg the effects”. i

af the War and )ts aftemath was the prlmary gna\ of the thes|s. es-,

i pecia]'ly after the initial research suggested a strong cunnect!un between
the ideals nurtured by the war experience and the social unrest that
fo]]owed the hostlht‘les

- It was abviaus\from the very beginning that a major determmant nf

; “editorial opinion was the political 'Ieamngs of the varwus papers.

w1thout exception, the ‘more’ socialistic the papers -tended tu he, the

more critical theywere, The Eanad\an Forward and the Hestern c1 arion.
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“for sxample, were hoth Marx\st papers wmch louked cymca]'ly vpun e‘/ery
d % move that gavernment made, At the other extrevwe was the Labor: News, '
a suppurter of: Gomvers sty!e, conservanve unmmsm Its stndent
patrwt1 st was. no. different from that of the tory dmhes « (X}
i i v . _The Jargest group of papers can be considered neither extreme nght--
- . wing nor. extreme Isft»wing 1n $0 far as labour ‘pnhtu:s was concerned. * 8
& gt : " Thi“svgr;:uﬁ,lu'n whi’ch thiis, thesis Sasica\]y rélies, in£1uded such well
87, kniown'and:wide1y-read 1abnur advocates as- the Industna] Banner of
Tornnw the Vmce of mnmpeg, and the British Colunbia . Federatdonist.

e ' Thelr analysis of the War and wartime Canada.was certainly mfluenced by

mﬂderate socialist thought, but not. to the ex'.ent as to make thew opi

ion

i : ¥ ent\re’ly pred\ctab]e. Though commi tted ta a soclahst |dea1 and hence,, s
; to pacif{sm, these 1abour socmhsts were:perhaps as DD.]EC{JWE as most
' commentators in examlmng Wor]d War One, and gaugmg its mpact upon .~
«Canadian society. Their opinions were, adunttedly, shaped t some extént
by snmé s'tmng}ly-he]d, preconceived notions ‘about war and capna’l_um, but,
* S0, tog, Were most peoples’:. RO 5L R .
i B ¢ ,v " - . S0 pehhca\ ph\'losovhy did, inf'luence th! way thie various ‘papers
Tooked at the War < This, hpwevgr. d1d‘_not prevent the emergence of
» i com’;r} themes. These, for the‘@ns;part, have eva]v‘ed as. chapters in lr
*this Study. The first and m(‘)st obvious of ‘these themes s the intense, "
vr ¢ 5 unrgsérained and vfrtuallxrchange]es’é loathing of mﬂ'na‘rism‘. The labour

press ‘vilified: the philosophy for four years, both the German and the:

domestic vamety. Sécond'ly, there was the ever-present mistrust of both |

the polﬂ.(cal and ecanomic esr.ah'Hshment, a feeling that was only. embel-
‘I\shed by. 1 the fact that both ehtes were all too frequently lndlstmgmsh-

. able, - This mistrust mnunted as bus'mess ypmﬁts grew fat on war- orders,




- Mas neltne

' ,trayed hy a gnvernment that-had; tac\ﬂ_y, at ]east. (pmms

‘impact of -the War

of greéte% sigm’ﬁcar}‘ce in assessing the x;nte'l(lectu‘_ ;

on ‘the subsequent ‘postewar.social and industrial urest, was. the virtually

unque‘s‘timing’belief in. the'inevi tability of ‘change fo’r-‘]ihe' betterwith

the cessahon uf hnsmlnes The unde;fined "New O'rder‘/'/ -3 phrase ‘th’at‘ 5

was 'expected tu

cumed by the Tabour press har umque to!

foHaw qulckly when tfie guns fell" silent. wnen the! perhesy did nat ful- :

fﬂ] tse)F the 'Iabaur press raacted as: |f the wark\ g c, 3

T Essentnﬂy, these voices of Tabour- came “to see’ the Har as an mstru-

mem: of social change. Theyszemed tos@yat if the world was to

survwe a rad\ca\ departure front the poht\cs, the'spi r\t and the :

X i
utwns whu:h precwv tated the struggle was absu]ute]y necessary. .

The “War was 2 product of the' system, fnd as J S uoudswurth suggested a4

"The true socialist always h]ames the system The! papers “were cen—

vmced that militavism and war, far frum Bemg in, the Treltschkean sense; . -

\nuble ami)necessary, was 1nsr,ead ‘base and devmd of any redeemmg snc1al

s val ue The geeral conclusian‘ and one” that was cons"lstent v)1 th sbciaTist

i capnalism. The. abour -press often saw them as inseparah]e.




- 122 o \
Hhue the pipers were not zxacﬂy mcr!tl:al of Canadmn soc\gty,
thay quukl_y cane to believe that the destruction of German wilitarisn
was the _'esseniial goal in this' “war for democracy". They could not;
jlmever, condone the use of “the people” ;_s' an endless Supply of cannon -
“fodder while t Jbusiness el_i‘te nade willions out of their suffering.” 1f

democracy was sich a universal viri:ue'_-. and-the Tabour. press held it to

- be - then it was|ceitai worth pursuing with all the resources at the

“nation's disposa\ Thet meant that no individual. had' the right to take
part of thnse resources for. his personal aggrmdizemt wiuch is exactly
3 what ‘the Tabour press "knew” the businessmen tn be doing. SRR
‘ Thus out of the ar caie proof of sac!alism s long-time pustu]ates -
that capitalism caused war and then made. money from supplying it mtb the *
necessary material. Little wonder that the labour pr_ess, convinced that
':.me evils.of the sy‘sta:»had ﬁ'nally be'en exposed fore\sawa massive re-
;emon of that systn with the coming.of peace. ‘Recons truction, or
'I‘emnstmction along nre hunmutarhn Tines",- as the papers pers’lsted
<in saymg. would sunly rephce :apiuhsm. i
In the end of course, it mst be recognlzed that much of what was
Fy snd, constituted a mixture of idealism, wishful minking, and nawete.
There was ﬂmost certainly sone po’ana! opportnmsm lnvn]ved as well.
But the genuine shock and disbelief. which charnctenzed the reaction t.o
the' post-war problems’ §uggest that che labaur press fully believed that
the workir\g/man had paid h1s dues_during the Har ‘and that he- should be
Justl* rewarded fdr saving th;z country. :Nhen the "New. Order" emerged

virtually unchanged from the'ald, the papers. came to the conclusion that

the workgr‘s of (anada had been denied the goal for which they had fought, :

namely, den;ocricy. Capitalism still reigned supreme, a’nd the econgmic




“miseries of thie working ci ot been swept avay. . This thegl’s has:
specu]éted that the s_g)j(_mm;;\dustmal unrest of - ]911. iricludindy the
Winnipeg Genera]'strilﬁe"g‘rjouv. of frustrahdns generaced by thls y
seemi}xg‘ betrayal, | ]

The queshon that begs ‘an answer. is this:! Nas the Iahaur press a

) voice crymg in the wilderess?. "To such an, abstract query, there is no

‘easy answer. " The Tabour' papers were small.in terms of c1rcu1at1on but

as dissennnamrs nf social ideas, they prabab y hnd an mpact beyond

that whi "‘h the)r numbers might suggeSt. During’ the War; -the government

: adupted i number of méasures ‘that were. certaw‘nly at variance‘with its

1a1ssez faire. prmmp]es, including extens\ve mveshgahons into food,
and fuel prices. Prime Minister, Eorden a]so sought greater use of
"fair “wage" clauses during the War, Lhmk\ng that wt would. at least ap—
pease labqur somewhat, and still some of the.angry vmces.z Neither
these, nor countless ‘other. polices, can, of course, be directly’ attrib-
uted.to' the ]abour press. But nefther can the ijfluence of the papers be
d\srmssed as_negligible ona government that: obviousTy- had htt]e taste )
for intervention 'in the business affan rs of ‘the cmmtry, 3
Perhaps of greater import than the |nﬂuence "the papers may have- had

“upon lmmedute government puhcy, is their 1ong -term. efféct. Measur\ng

that is adm|tted]y a highly speculative ‘endeavour as, well, But, certainly, :
one.cannot’ deny that the Tabour press and counﬂess urgans ﬁlaﬂy in-

chned planted the seeds of thought in men's mind that made war far less' g

Yo i . L
zliercuson, "Organized Labour", p., 609.




‘hut th.e effec
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