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ABSTHACT

By the end of the 1830 1s , Newround Lend vs legis lature

in trouble . As i n most of the Br i ti sh colonies wi t h

" repr esent ative gcve mment.t" , the nominated council and the

e l e c t ed a s sembl y we r e so much in conflict t ha t t he f un c tioning

of t he executive was be.1,ng hinde red .

In 18'+2 Lord St an l ey , t h.e Bri ti sh Colonial Secr e tary ,

an d Sir .Tohn Harvey , t he Governor, dec i ded t hat the

oouncll-as s embly conflicts might bes t be e liminated if

there wa s created a unicameral l egi s l a t ure . The sy s t em 

known in Newfo und l an d as the "ama l gama t ed l e gi sla t u r e " -

....a s established by an a c t of the Briti sh Pa rli amen t to

continue un til Sep t embe r 1 , 1846 , tmless Parliament pr ol ong ed

i t . Unde r the system , the l egi sla t u r e functioned wi thout

the fr equent i mpa ss es that had harassed i t s predecessor,

fo r each bill wee no w subject to a major i ty vote in a s ingle

chamber . In a dd! t ion , Harvey of t en int ervened to prevent

o bs t r uct i ve tactics by ce rtai n membe r s ; an many cases he

en cournged the wi thdrnwal of bills that were a rousing

bitter pa rty antagoni sms. In s pi te of its rela tive success ,

bo th po liti cal pa r ties disliked the system. The Liberals ,

while 1n the majo:::'l ty among e lected member s , constituted the

m n or! ty 1n the ful l a s sembly, and suffer ed many de f eat s .

The Conservatives , on t he other hand , had such a smal l



margin t h a t an a bs ence o r an a bs t en t i on co u l d result i n

!'Ailure for t hem.

The Li berals be gan t o ac cep t "responsible gov ern.":Ien t "

(to a bicameral l e gi s l a t u r e ) as t heir poli t i cal a im . .-.t

tih c s ame t i me , t hey we re r eady t o a cc ep t a re t urn of t he ir

f orm er cons t i t ut ion as an imnedinte alte rnative . The

ccnscr-ve t ave s , t oo , were r-ea dy to a c cep t the old bi camer a l

legi slAture . As t he maj ori t y i n t he council und o ubte dly

W"ould be Con s e rva t ive s , they W"ould be able to ve to any

legi slation pa ssed in an ass embly d omina t ed by Liberal s .

In de ciding whether to c ontinue t h e amalgamated

sy stem or to change it , the off icial s in Westr:l1nister i n

1846 were guide d by Governo r Harvey . Al t hough h e vas

convinced that t he eXisting constitution had some adv antages ,

he wa s ,av a r e that it had fev , if any , suppo r ters among t he

co lonists, and r-e co mmended t hat it be r e placed by the old

bicame ral system. This t he Bri ti s h Parliament d id in 1847

af te r extending t he a.:nalgaoated system f or on e y ear .
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