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“out the mneteenth century and mto the twenue:h, bacame
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‘an ambinous mandate to mtroduca pr:ograssi.ve meas

‘designad to Eurther théunterescs of labour,

the Eirst such attempt . At 1:5‘ Eormaclve meer_ g H 1d-at

-lndustrles in: bhe colony,' to cnly support pol)h;c

in ény

labour, and \:o work to remove legal statutes whjch

<L way obstrutit or impede" the.goals oi 1abour.17 ALtheuqh e
" the Workingmen's Union "foreswore the. ase of the strlke in

any but the.most cir ,' t

the development of a’ city-wida Labou: movem

v | ‘unionists there was a reauzatlon that only thmugh acr,xve.

politlcal invoxvement would the lntereqts of ‘:he working

class be udequately served. Yhe. unLon experle:)ced rapld

‘ growth 1n ,1t5 membership ﬂur.lng its early stage (slgnlng

© up 800 nembers’ by April 1893), ‘but ied oxisterice _proved
ahcrt-xived. Tha Union's-demise is usually. attrlbutad r.c

a_lack of éxperianced leadership and to a serlouy’;{mgturn

1Ry 17Gi1lespie, "History," -1l




in the nation.&l economy fol}owlng ths cnlony's 1H94 »ba k

o(dinar.mg body Epr st. :

cush. Yet the concept “of a c

" ."18For . a ‘Diographiéal'sketsh ‘of White see, y
Cutf. "THomas 'Mw White," Newfoundland %uarte ¥, 82 (3)
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ist's ;Monthly Journal, Septamber, 1904,

Cﬁl mdust:ies whu.e taxes were r:educed om, sume

mrhexsociaty also4pushe¢ ro: the

once’ again® the dlsparate mhl oE seo Johr\"

1abour groups failed, to remain a; cohesxve Eorce. Gradual-

alls Eor K ﬂd]tional

e Eormatxon of a Trades’ and Labour _Councll .
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passage of ma Hastar and Servants Ac: in mss =T This -

Acr. supulated :he :qapective responsibulties oE enploy- .

> This- leglsla&wn

s p:ovided l.ulutcd protect'xon for labourors, in that it

Eorce& employers to sublnt au ~4:\uts|:arunng ‘wages due an

i
thhin three daya, and in extreme citcum‘stances

emp nyers‘ could -face. mpnsomnenr.“ Yet. the thrus: oi the

‘Act was dscidedly anti- labnur. workers cons;derad to have

i A . combinanons subhct tg severe penalues- AE r.he courts

cho:;e ‘to apply a broad intatpretation oE tha Law.ﬁ Other ,'

ua‘s in puctdce ineffectual. ‘l’he

1887) dld make employers liable

nly ba
The cosf.

A ed thr ugh u cwu suit in h .court of hw.’v
W was simply beyond :he means of, most
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X crin‘i_a’l negllgence.

the onus was placed’ upon the ungant to provs

mployezs could have cases dxsmissad

if r,hey co’u‘ld produce evxdence damonstratlng the vorker Ln

"'l'he'Bm
35wa1:er Sparks . Labour Cullsction (COLL 49) Centra
Enk Newfoundland studies, Hemorial untverstr.y.
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levels were still unchanqad when T k, tiddell”
examifed Newfoundland's.labour legislation in-'the
1930s. -

Newfoundland (St,; John's: : Robinson and. Company, “'35)
- {Henceforth cited as Liddell Report). )
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’sr_ill 1ay 'upon the ° worker, and not, th‘é'emp‘loy’er‘

lslatxon of ‘nbte: mcluded,‘the Mechan;cs' Llen_Ach

\rovxdad for the * plaoement of a he

“The’ xnﬁluénc‘e of

fnre the'House o‘E Assembly.

with the oassage of the Trade Union Act
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.often hat.-sh,
tion, and no enfo:ceable heulr.h and saEety standards.' 5

. Thxs reflect

r,xon diractly concerned wuh worklng cundir,icn

r.ne éxcaption ot‘ the m.nes (Regular.mn) Act: of 1906,thcl\ Bk

= 0 made t unlawful r.o employ rboys under the age of eig teen,

in underggound mxnlng op ratlons, r.here were no .laws -

_ments had passed tgcmry
. Investigates' Industrialism: he R sion
Relations 6f " Labour and.Capitaly ed.,: in Gregory S.
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/groups - Lnrouqhnu: this perxod.: Such -a depamnent was

$ tepeacanly pmoiised by the qovernmenr.s of the day but a

n:mns. ‘wages,

Understandably,

l:he desx'e for broqteaslve legxslltioh

435¢ataren. of Newfoundlsnd; 1933, 23-24 Geos v,’cn.
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ttgata. ‘and mediate .i labour. dlsputes. A Department
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- ‘created.~as a dxv uio; ‘of “the, Department'of Public Utili-
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outskde sr.‘ coul.d break a

John s ’

’Hme and again 1’

cctd oE strike actlvity._
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andurancb .
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om “outside ‘St. John s or: thJ colony, was . o ¥

echnology deslgned r.o r:aplace craf o ¥

gdul ed in §avara1 trades, including) those

A Do) “l-‘or fuz\thar “details: on ‘the l’t!i’u, ses/Chapter T, * o
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l‘and's labour n\nveme“nt. njcluded 'in this.—gtoup wer,

Association off L’lachinis\ts .>§3

'S:‘. John 's prmters géQaMe

i ‘Slgonn Joy, . "The, Cooperage Trade 'in St
Newfouhdland, 1870-1914," Unpublished papsr,,Newf
Historical Society, 28.February: 1985,
sealskinning ‘machine was intrcducad in St.
» early :.tux tieth' centur
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eral~references ex idt of ' coréespnndence :bet:wee e
St.  John's\ coopers and the Inﬁerhational ‘Coopgrs’ Union.
. On ‘24" December 1896,/ local coopers apparently™ deeided to
atfiliate with the’ lntetnatloﬂal. but. the didtcome of thls
move remains unclear. Three .years later,” “several, addi-v
tional -references indicate, that these negotiations : Hel‘)ﬁ'
ot ‘resolved. .., Detaild of a 1904 «cooper™ strike An 8 .
John's'¢learly indicate the local union -had ‘no Anter*—‘ 4
_national affiliation.. In 1911, further, corxespondence

suggests that St. John's coopers were favourable.to ..
joining the intérnational union. . See: the following”®
teferences, Evening Herald (St, John's),]24.December 1896,
a2 September, 9 October 1899; thé Lnnce, 5 August 191!-* £
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'rferestedim the_ st.

NewEoundland," Studies in-Political Economy,. 5 (Snnng

1981)%127-43% . Hfsto_nan_lanF_McDonal—d«sugges-lted that much

£ the an:unoslty between St. John*s workers and FPU ‘was’

Coaker's threats toundermineé 'the city's economy.

the merchants, manufactwrers, .and

.enterpriges with’ - whom_ )they [the workers] iden

heir interests." But-evldence does net  support

4 - See, Ian DvH. McDonald, "W.F. Coaket,and
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control" relatéd strikesy both before and during World War

- 1.83 an ::hna .of uncqpftolled inflauon waqe lssucs

gaihed no:grictx, but they were most often expllcitly

; 3chxsho M, *HaRg. Her. Down .
. _strikes refer. ‘to. issues a
% '.appunticeahip contro A

systems, and rel: d a
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It was. sprifg 1917, and the pervadxng mocd amangst -

e sh/pslofnﬁthe Ref’d’ N,ewfoundland Compary mer. to

scussr the.’ Zorna

véning' of 25 Apr-tl,’tne-d‘e:ax)'sp"wer‘e éé't:led aky ' trie:”

'-AAsso iation (NIWA) cams 1nto. exlstence 1 or igmnl ly. known

£ 1Gaorge H. Tucker The '0ld. NIWA '
Newfouddland, vols. 1, edy 3. Smallwood (St Jobn
“'Newfoundland‘ Book Publlxhers, 1937)%.:1279~ Elr‘Tens
" between railway' shop. ~employers and: Reid management had
“been-on the rise’ since the outbreal of. the.war in, August,
1914. " At that time Reid. Newfoundland .had cut ' back, Jieg?
k; @nly to! g:@_dunl.ly re-.
nstate Tegular hours in.'the following months,. ' See, 7,
% vinterview, with Thomas. C. Noel by ROLf Hattenhauer, 26 May
T1967, Hemorial University “'of Newfoundland Folklore' and .
‘Language Archives .(MUNFLA).,, tnpe (:-7232. was“a’
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number of craftsmen who found work in a variety of 'the

company's ‘divisiénsii As the island's largest single:

. amployer. ch Reid| ‘enterprises collectéd an asssmbly ‘Qf

labour expertlse which was unmatched by any ochsr busi=

ness.2 These opera:mns brought toge:her a wide assozt- |

ment of skllléd wcrkars, ranginq from bollermakers and

ouldérs, boilermakerdy:

and.

ght- to vqgrkers" control ‘o

‘Manufacturing in St. John's,"1870-1914"
Thesis Memoria Umversn.y of uewfouncuan ’ 1977)

tgomery; Workers'Control inimeria (Cambrxdga
rdidge’ Unlvarsxtyx Piess,:;1979) ;" 48-90 Cecelia |F
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baqner of the International Associa:ion of »Macﬁfﬁri—sts as v

3 "Terra Nova“ Lodge 87 in August\@904 LE During this brxef
afﬂhanon, lascing less than tw\ years, the macmnxsts

waged Tone . of the {:Jngest and most bihr.er of p!

stnkes in NewEoundland 's history. pe dlspu:e origlnated.

in February 1905 wh n- management at t
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The el o of the NIWA sets forth the proce=

dures to ba ﬁollowed in establishing the union's execuuve‘

body. The Assocta:)on was to have 2 presldenx:, firs ,nr\d~‘

seuond vice-presxdents, a treasuﬁer, Emanclal and*fecétd—f .

mg secrebanes, and a-marshal In-addition ;c the

5 ts Tn mbers by adopt,\
bz #‘
comnutc es 'Eormed to -address ‘speCific matte

These cemmlttees were succes'sful m



B g ° 4 us

tions:and freguently.did sb, Unlike most of the clty s

established ‘craf€ unions, the NIWA. executive didgnot need

-
to admanlsh its members Eot 1aqk ot attendance, rather r.he

can:ced upon a Lack oE 5eat1ng for @fgular

difE l‘cul,c

Cex cut;ve salanes,

rpr.‘opetr.y regtal ’Eeeé, n advertxstng

budgét, and operanoﬂ costs DE tne’ Assoclatxon 's Eort-

nlghcly newspaper. The second pool ‘was for- a “moi\tuary

‘of deceased u\smbe:s. Ths last re;ource was €or a "&r\ike

tuna" to covér basic “11) ing expanses for members engaged

in, .a strike or. lpbkou‘t These funds were *supported £rom

the collecr.ion of membersnip Eees amounnné to 121/2 cents

r
‘per month‘for bath the- genera»l ~and tua:y Eunds, and s,

»
fund" Eor \:he provlsmn af ptty dcuars to the families,

Addinonal revenues-- . .
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"aLl persons employxng regu}arly less than twe).ve persons" |

and th1s qives some indlcanon o[ th \ion s mtérest\,m .

.attracting small sca].e shcpown)gs 33 Amongst those

'p were managgem: and ‘superyisory

staff “of € e large commercxaf encerprises. et

the.

gene:auy inclisive, rather thah..

“clusive, ini’'its termhnology.,

", Régular cqndi,da:es"i';

“admission
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1n addition to these sections two Eurr.her clauses

demonstrate the NIWA's', ambit)ous Eucure plans. Inzendlnq«
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through’ the\.
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-the strike, ha\ung dragged on inr_o Noyembqr, losl: U,s

momentum anu ccuapsed.' “Yet thxs was one QE a tew. Dssas
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béha!. E‘; Th is, mterven

4 e,
‘Canada,; especially in Cal
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* was: no doubt btﬁlscered by :he Assocxatwn s rumoured plans

for & complete shutdqwn of company opeva\:ions.,SO ’l‘he

ayed an etfectwe role Eor sr,.

sr.reng-th of- numbers .now:

eput‘auon, clud ing NLWA vxce—éresx-
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-and’ Warwick smith met,

Samuel Merx S5
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notes dashed off by most unmns, Smlth constructed lengthy
arguments careful‘ly‘ articulating :he workers' pe_rsgeccwe.

" Freély invoking.a past rhetorical style celebracihg the,
"nbpiitty' G ‘Labour” and the “manliness’ aﬁ coliective

elp, Sm:;n prcved hmimself an eftec:lve advoca:e

me Union

‘FOr Newfoundlande;
of ‘nationhbod;
7 colony®
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Jack left Reid'gificials without a:re_jpi.nds; sufficient to
sway public opxnion for doing s0 would criticise. all -that
was ‘apparently sacred to Jsocxety supported by the
pnncxples of meritocracy and patriotism. E

During this period of - mtense striké’ achvu.y _the

T Wau:kers Associar_ion involved oA
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‘Morris, and his successor William Llgyd, were to frustrate

labour leaders as ;m{‘ food board's eventual composition

was to have.only five members, sione' 6f which could be even,
e I g

remotely- connected ‘with laboux;,innsrests 66

The N!wA also’ Eo:used its "attentions to a series of

important social’re Siis’ ar ects ¥n :ne penqd

operative Committes had ‘appro

fnitial shipment of 100 tor‘is‘




prof;teenng and Tong~ r.erm socxal reform

sxve 1egxslat10n, yet some member‘s, p




13)

moncp Vy 1h pubLic uk:.ilu::nes.59 ' Thwse \:ypes oE prctests el ',
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laid the groundwork for a growxng network oE reEorm

measares. Central to these plans was'-a scheme for'a
massive d_oor-to-—door petluan tg enlist general support

for ‘the Associatlon s eight ~hour ‘day campaxgn.74 THe goal

: ':but"
-1 settled unti




prospeot 3 Eor ma y/mm:e 50 Progress in :n

pel;at e store, opened Enr buslness on: 12
nd; as ve:y successfui d iy\g tha early




uhxcn in r.urn. were- torma!.ly prevnted m




Chapter Exve

Along The Line,": * The Rexd Newioundland o= &
i Sr.nke, 1918% ot N : 4

PANL; GN2/5/34

SubJect Filés. Letter

NaUffts £o: Reid General Superxntenden
incr:e sad rates since




Re_Ld_aperral:i Ans.z: ‘The Assg_c’i}it' i “gought. .0 e

o -
théir, crafts skills .

2Dm'ing th Horld nists struggl

i & combat _managen ntvat lnpr:s o duu

¢ - on’. of 'skills  levels,
s T “¢reated by 'scleq:jf;c n, S ; David #ont- o
gomery, Horkers" cnnr.rol studfes in_the . 5

9 I eLd sgttlsmen\ was .
com The Industrial .Wérker ‘in' the  Evenin :
n "special pri vileges' referred




. in"<gne. un\t, vzhile anotner conslsted; v

-4pach craft’'was: repr
alorig -the lines of.a shop . shewards'
interview with Tl omas C: NoglL' by ROLE, Hattenhauer. .26 May
1967y, Mempri;l Ul xvsrsity Folklore and .Language Arcnivas e
‘ (MUNFLA), tape C-7232..., '~ ¢

PANL, GNZ/S/JMI.,
, E‘ebruaty 191 ’.

61bid., 8




. X : st
® . J " /138

o wn gt wm e the correspondenée between the NIWA and Reid
S . ! pghe

exet;utxv‘es maintamed a restraxned iormalxty, pnvate[y T

both gtoup§ ‘were busy making ar;angements for cohtxngéncy s

the event oE a walkout. Companypresldent ‘H.D.

ted: & sub ~=~~ia1 A An the go

es provxded ‘to the’ coastal steamer ser:

his move,—the NIWA nad alrea y ga‘ge

‘outsxde st. John'

l\ssociation wrote Reid 1n£orm1ng \:hem that they were aware‘

of the ‘Company s tactics :o “spread dxssention in our o

TPANL, GN” 8/3. Prinie prister‘s(office.* W.E. CYoyal
Papers.. Letter from H.D. Reid’ tc w‘?"Lloyd, 6 Mar h- 1918‘

81bid

9PANL; . GN 2/5/344.A Wedye Naﬁf::é“:é J:p. Powell, 13
March 1918. 4 i

= 4°Da1xx News (St.. .John s),~9 Feb




ranks . «.. fahd] colour is gtven Lhis id;

IJPANLV GN 2/5/344.

company). For,
"14pANL,
Corr ' pondenca
i elief at ‘the jtlsti e,
vident: 1n&lcatas anaive - app:oach W
E W teristic in this gmup sdeahngsw thsr. Ji




N part in tne acti'ur.xa

:Of thé commnnity that 1ts presxdlng
oﬁhcer had gome ‘to ha garded as second only to tne

“prime minist ln r.heu letter bf 22 March

1918, th’a Assocxatxon
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1

'majéri:yl' anxious to put. their plans into; action;, 20

Eollovung day, a newspaper edn:orial summed up the mocd ot

the. )\ssociauor), 1t was ﬁen: thac the men would have the
sympathy ans

suppcrt‘-cf the publlc’fn

. w_a;ke_rs, ,an,stqus Feor

/€
arog\e down - Wate;‘y Streét
7at ‘the’.rear’ of‘the ’el

The -

hu:;st_r'uq rein2ll:




!nd onﬁrly narmer.uv 7

Hean-thue 3 at r.he zaxlway shops elec‘:ncians, engineers,

v and .general

,“Evanlng Advccatg
25Dall¥ star, r




“ : . Ccunpany;Za Tms -estimate was 1at.er cohfirmed by Lhe
i -union's execunve in its’ pos

t_nke report ‘of the Einal - e

settlement. \ Thé INTWA claimed ghat “fully. 97 per ‘cent of - . .

au members employed oh the Company s premlses in’ r_own ¥

cn:y labour gx‘oups cc he].p ‘them - chmugh l:hls ﬂlspute,;as g

-both the, Truckme‘n‘,s BProtective Union  (TPU) and the "

pcwerful _Longshoremen’s Protectlvs Union - (LSPU) had

g :‘Eei: 1ntenb10n to sxde wn:n the strikxng

uppl)rt eEEectivel'y clqsgd r.he Beid docks -
Xn the aitemath of " the dlspute
woul.d reporr_ that the strxke had "ab-«
dry dock."32

: Colonial OFfice. Governot ‘Aldxander
included in an interim: il
ice, Walter. H.' Long,

194/295.




LsPu Hau accapunq

personal offer 33 Quickly mwmg




‘Govérnment.

the -ét;-iké |

- T A. Hal).’ (the Government b‘lgmeer) who was. to act as an
& 37,

"ubservar .

it aqusnce was t:ansaeted 33 Talks broke oEE 4

m. in at. thexr Jobs. ! Vg circula:

See ‘also; PANL, GN 9/1, mnutas oE \tha &
27 March 191‘8

7a’ 194/295.

38p, ailz News, 18, March.1918. " -




NGk

40pANL, I p978/19) RNCP,
'Humb&rmuu:h 27 :March* 1918, -




‘“Many of  thés
2 alhunt_wouldd have]
. their departut‘e
6 :ships wate‘,au
cted td retur




penud ‘r: record act vu:y‘. B xn Octcber ’1917 Governér

2 e . ‘Davidson nof.ed that,""l‘he Dry Dock, which is of large size »

would - have. been teturnfng o st
ke pe:iod {27 March-15"April
e

hafe's Sealing- Book, “third ed. .
Trade Pr nters,’ 1923); D.W.:
- (Condon,. 1895;: rpt. =
0=51. Les“raylor (a st., 5 .
that March was ‘one of the : ‘- .
yards ‘as’.preparations were

C-7246.

r.ape

inLD embe 917y W
operations ofi'thé Reid Newfoundland Company to the -Brh:ish
Thq tepor: was tiued"'l‘he House oE

1/”3),Dctober 1917. 7 :




the, Tatgest and mos: vocal- !:Lty umon, the "LSPG 'had' been iy

if “the 'vangua_rd

L the:5t. “John!

Lntransigent in

U481y the pre-war PerLod,r Réid Vewfoundland 'became.
inj amous for its aggréssive anti- unionism. - Numerous
¥ ‘examples exist of 'disputes~-between. the compaty and
~- lonhgshoremen, 'firemen, and-o .
Reid would¥ pay.its workers: at ‘a. rate-Set ccnsxderably
below ‘the n”scalg ior. tradxtwnal rate.: Dunmj ong -
such gLspute in’ September. ‘1912, ap: 'LSPU meiber .complained
that his union’ seemedto ‘lack the apility: Reid
Newfoundland ne: ﬂ\:h other ‘Eirms.
.power of.-the Un oA -
= Uther ‘e)an;oyez, is’
t of e

"oF.ia.more detailed. examina-
Chxsho!m, strikes .
s

ﬁubllshed H story
/Un 've:sh:y, March 1986)

I~
mar paper, Memc»rigl,

4985t1mates of -the ‘LSPU"s sttent_ﬂ:h gLaca ‘the, membar

p ‘at,-approximately:2;6005in 1914." Evenin.

: elegram, 16 May 1914, Later»figurés ‘guggest’; (the unIon‘ i

"paid=up" membershlp ‘aty'2 L7

périods’ Jtransient- worke

apprecsablyA _See,’ "Labour’ Qrgar&iza;w
St. Johd‘s)., 0

A, in Newfaund land '
(19L7 ¢




exhlbxted some degree cf cons rvatlve excluslvity based‘ on

* ) v. craft dlscmcr_mns. Instead of actlng‘lnd\vldually St.

wat :‘Erunt crafts (such as sailmakmg, shxp ngglng and

by “mode,rn steel hulled
u:onmenb, canssrvative-minded
vlswns were evsntually supplanted by less

During the Rex New—‘

‘r cturally distinct groupings.

A ;. MClass s,r.rugg].e and ~Merchant Capital 1\,
okn 'rhe Charactet of Class. 'Struggle, . Palmer
{Toronto:. Mccleuand and Stewart, 1986), .17 36.
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=*.rw, | skikled and unskilled:waterfront labour, but Getween these

) docksxde wotkers and a whole range of - city wo:kers was -,

necessitaced the composxtmn of a nro\:/i\fé‘m G un‘ioh\'

¥ organx:anon, one whlch b)ould cut acrosg

_he oundanes cE

recogmzed the importancq,

ihdusEEial unxcmsm.52 A.year prior o’ the Reid ;hrik

"'S21pid. - Y. )

S 53Lspu, Mlnutes,\ .Aprilf1917, located at the" Cent:e' g
for Newfoundland Studies, Memorial Univétsity. 5 RN

»_Liddell., I ustrial Survey of New- ..
-John's Rob{nso and Company 'LImlted, ’




R o co T Lw 282

St John s durlng the war years. This solndarn.y was
cn:u:auy mportan: in the NIWA'S s?’nke aqalnst Rexd

New:ound).and £or now the cmpany ‘found it could no longer

y ‘on’ its. characteristic use Of strikebreakers as a N

tac:lc to dxvide and conquer its uotkers. \'Qhese events %

and_others.reéla Sng r,o the th‘qute vera caraful*y ubservaq

nays
El _Toronto . Workers "Respond
To Industrial Capitalism, kas"r—lasz_.(?oronru., University

.Of Toronto Press; 1980), 199-204.
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for the exploltative manner ins whxch they conductéd t.helr

busmess ente:ptlses. A rellable, aonrdable Eom of
pubuc transportation had come. r.o be expect.ed by mosc
urban dueuers anﬂ 1ncreaslngly cl.,uzens demanded tna:

these services be: plaued undet ‘the conr_rol of ‘muni

authouues ;56 '.

—
“Jol n s was hat thxs charac%/ c mood

he sn:nkmg workers WAs co'bined

Canadiafi

g d'EHe
Labour/Le Trav 3 (S‘pnng 45@4),.

cronr.o Workers, 204

ymen
119-2“ .

"from.
Kealay, Totcnto
] appears tb

Litele, pca;semas dlrected tuwards the .,




ednonal‘ Golumns oE the tocal press; 58 1o most citizens

nne oﬁ the most vnsxble mdxcacozs thar. ‘it was anytl

but “businessas usual® fot Reid Newfoundland. “To ‘countes-

tth perc_epl:xon! the bnmpany ‘mide ‘a” coricerted -attempt to

§1acé so'ine xé:“' r.rie

\pril 1918¢

allx Star, 11-
595venlng«ﬂera1d 2 April 1919.

ﬁln‘aixx sNews,< 11 Apri,

62gvening Herald, 11 Apt




) ‘iss v a
rfcruit strikebreakers t’ro? outlying ateas c:E Qxe;'gi/ty. &
Three such labourers brought in from the Goulds (just
sodth of St. John's), wh‘en‘app(aised of the sttuat‘i(‘)n,

refused to cortinue work\ﬁpr the Company and returned - :

thelr car to r.he railway bqrns.: Later chat same evening,«
they, presented themselves to-an NIWA ee:xng as prospe:—'

63

tive membership candidates:

idenc He D.

Reid consid sted” ar

! . anmosxmes bew.;en baymen and residents of Ehe caplcal

cn:y.“ ‘The questxorr of sectanan nvalry Mas;also ‘raised

as the Y;ou].ds region wn prsdomlnately Catholic: ‘in i

. tehgxon, whxle many lNIWA members adhered ‘to- the Protm

tan: Ea;_th.ss Repotts g}‘ r_culated that Reid ‘Newfou dland

545111 Glllesple A -+ An Mllustrated -
istory . thé Labour.-MGvement, in. Newfoundland  and
rador (St. “Johnp'

a
ion of Labour. 1986 v 59 -

6514 the eloctoral distrigts of St. omn's West and.
t: John's East, the denominatichal. 'breakdown placad ‘Roman
Catholics and Protestants at roughly ‘equal prcportibns‘
Cansu -of Newfoundland -and: Labrado: 1911, vol 1, .ppoxv:
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would be given “militafy protection 'if théy secured’

enough men to operate. the street railway system.66 yet, -

5 $ . 2 .
tnrcugho’ﬁt thl§ tense periac\“ths strikers remained calm

and avoxded o(tering any excﬂse Eo; such oEEicial xntar

msnufactunng c m:e:‘ns< . In Dna plar;t

. ".have’ sta,n:ed a



“‘other places where [NIWI\.] members work."’? The Fitemen's -

Uniqn also contributed a significant amount (reported ‘to

. v
be .5400.00),.71‘ These Eur}ds were supplemented l.by those

forwarded to -the St. Jahn"s u‘r‘ﬂon executive by the

aasocxation s, ma)or branches _in Grand Falls, Whlnbcul:ns, T ¥

_'and Bort= aux-Basque : ? trike suppm:t was no\: »hmh:eq tn v

ark’ uy.r. e machine shop ‘ag
iK&r.*73 When an eleteric mor_nr burnt out ‘gt the sholl
Factcry, the man.agemenl: called in; an electrician from Reid
Newﬁaundland to make rspaus, but ohce it was learned :hat
he‘was\nat a-member.of the NIWA "all the aperativss at ths -
plant threw down uhexr l:ools and refused to work wl ue a .
no -unmn man and a strika breuker was presenc."” 'the‘
‘would receive this *

va-l, and manufacturing

; '70 Daily’ star, L April I91s.
W ;




along the ‘uma.

in ion exec




i R~ oy
were: . Phxnp Bennetr. (leA Presxﬂent), James J. HcGrath. l‘

8 (LSPU President), wLLILam Lmagar (Journeymen Cooper s

Shaeworker's Unian President), Jonas Barte;"(’rrul:kmen s

Proteccive Union Presiden\:), Robert Kearney (Nremems t3 )

Union Secretary) 0. These.men vrned messages of suppon:

 §o® ’from many other cxty nions, includlng'the bakets, pxumb-'

5 L Tees, moulders, and . sh(pwrighr_s 81 That evenmg a report

oﬁ the m’eenng with Harrx was’ pvesented to- a’ pack

qa:hanng. ‘at the ‘L§PU. Hall

e, “For Eurcher«analysls on' Newfoundland yn(gration, g0,
Peter. Neary, "Canadlan Immigration Pcllcy‘and the; .New-
9, A dlensis, 11,7 (szi q 1962),&




“the: Reld Newfoundland Company permeated every branch of

‘ the Island's po » xcal econumy. 2he qt:lke was Eat Erom_

decgded, but unlohxsts now spoke thh increa51ng ‘con-

'pencé';l’ The “bonds wh{(:h wére Eorged by this event had.

-ween

"l ) ‘{‘

' Newfoundland labour groups. ‘Key suppor: camg from"




informatxon" ‘the kaxlway and steamers empIOYees were nor_

m sympa:hy with \:he strike and r.har. :nere was -"no reason
to’ fear any .(n:errupucn of e r_ransportation service."”

Tms sx‘.ance must. have semned con:zadkcmry to the prune

mpany s opefrations 88

% In the |




- posltion wn:h ptessures dx:ecced at the corporacion Emm X

every ang!e. ’ Privately, both Llcyd and Gpvernor Harns

were pushing for a resumpuon of r.he negonauons, wmle

publit opxn.‘ian became increaslngly vociferous B caumg

cold stor‘ags ‘plant,
..aperationsiat’its Coal Brool
. 'paper mill developmenti o he Humber. ver, == seei . Ju
HilTer, - "Newsprint:Politics: . The Newfoundland Pulp|a
€ry,- 1915-1939;," Xunpublished E
~Memor1¢|1 Unxversity, £1986); . J.K. Hiller,."T!

Railway,. 1881~ 1949,"'New£aundlé 1stoc‘ic 15o¢iety;
Eamghlet No. 6, 19 j 5 =

processi. . expanded mindng
ines,-and"a hydroelectricy
Riy




any’ of ‘this money.%%-. Clearly"Re ."Néw'founcﬂ..and stood 6.

““lose‘more Ei—om €he strike th from a prompt settlement oE Ty B

e uage demands. l-‘aceﬁ with thls <:hoxt:e,r Reld ofn hi 8.

in ; Fep:

£ chevﬂailway, wou,ld ever pay;. it. should
dea’ 'consp\tcuous grafir. ‘in the " two’ ot. three
hen _owing” to.the tise in sea 'freigh the’ Ra“way
or.tfansit -inekcess of"its




ing day.97 __"rhe NIHA and.ReidzNewfound'laI;'d had. both

} éecided to keep ‘the terms of agreement. out of the prass'

an detaxls of tne matter did not EulLy emerge unul early WL ¢

K .,June.98 Later it was revealed that a clause in, the

agreemen: stipulAced that ' all of r.he LSSUBS 1n dxspur.e

dJusted by LS May, and that all waga settle—

returried to-work) .99 ' The thréat of an

:97paily .star, 13 April 1915- i
1918, col.3, "clause la. .

‘agreement worked-out- between :the' strikers and management
This could be attributed to tHe strict p:ess cenec:sh P
.invoked under the War Measures Act. The- useuof such* . =
pouem were’ exercised to/suspend an:i-qovax‘nment news: A
‘papers such as the Daily sStar, Daily News, and the weekl
Plaindealer. Fee, PANL, GN 1/3/A, Governor's Corre:
dence, Flles.473, -648;:CO 1947295, Governor Harris to W.H
Long, 27 Apil'1918.° Evidence suggestxng that Redi
- . Newfoundlanda had in-fact. restricted

J between H.D. Reid and his Mor

L Reid.requested that a §

.the Montreal 5tar who - submitte

o ‘the .best” Interest of this Company be*
el -9/7/5/19 RNCP,,




& - - : “ : 165

Central to this pact was the Reid Company's recoqnitio}x of .

the NIWA as the formal representative of the workers, 'and
. more generally the acknowledgemeht oE ths great phnciple ~'

that the employees’ are entitled-to be heard in

ccnnscr_ed with their welfa:e."loo Th}.,s prmcip‘le was. to

“102eyEoundland: did ot Eormerly posspss a Departmen:
abourr un:xl 1949, Although temporary measure
--befqore the :Commissi
il h
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- . not bind “the keid__emp:ioyees to 1on'gftem condj:‘ions as the

g coﬁl‘:racth‘was subjec‘c'r:o annual renewal. . In additlo’n, Reid

. . 2 Newfoundland did nol: speclfy a set of extra cond}l{ions or’

‘riders which would-remain the Company & pre:ogatxve. Tbxs i

o set‘l:'!.eme‘nt»lax:g ly avoided the 1ega1xst1c and bureaucratxc *\ P

entanglgments of later labnur- agement rela;xons.

\Indushn
Tra\/aiueur




q./

in commoni:with the British Whitley Council approach. Thia "

Company recogmzed t.he exxsting um)ﬂn retaming u:s shop
craft ’ commit:ee met#iod of reptesentatxon, xnstead of

- bypassing cne NIWA altogether.losj The Asso:xar_ion.

conside:ed the concept of mu:ual co«opkatwn an xmpor:an: v

',aspec: dn labour capn.a]. relatlenship as they. publxshed a

g s’éx;‘é’s oE arcx&es on thxs subject m The Industnal P,

Norker.“” whxtley Couhclis wsre

xmportant

«key

aur_omau al}.y afr.e: the :agular day regardlesskof when- an~

107 he’ series. authpr vas- nne"mm ohin Harvey “(1865<
ent local\businessman, h

ted ar:icles weré
- Industrial “Societ
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» #

P o= : qualifications and job senioritye

‘for grie;rances <and dismissalé’ weré implemented, ones which.

clearly outlined the grxevance process and listed r.he .

mE:acuons which would result in a dlsmlssal. Also

T FRélulied was & clarificatisy of employee p:xvxleges,'wnth

entailed ‘aéc'ess'to heating- coal_sold at cost and railway
on the matéer'of

»
passes Eoz workers and their - famllies.

were mvokved in the stnke, ‘if the.

recipzocate and ‘no' ostracise

smce ‘almost all of the" Reld

n,
ined in the walkuut, this. ‘point did, not

ouble the Assocr.at:id‘n‘.‘1 rn

,appeér to greatly
An analysls of. the strike leads one I:o .conclude that

‘Equitable proceéu‘res _. ¢

orkérs whs




Onk member remafked tha

xnte!ests B

1xvmg,

strika 'ha

"1abour as. few evenr.

thess stz'kas damonsu;aced_an appe:ite

action® whlch c,an b

« 1137, lg‘arvieu with Walter Spa:ks by e
« May 1967, :

% N

" The NIWA'will stand out -in history a$

will .the name of its President,

Phillkip Bennett.  For the manner: in
. which he and his fellow workers or the
Executive and other Committees
comducted the. strike was masterly.
Especially in.view- of the fact that
everywhere, -both in the city and the
* outports, the general opinion was that
‘the Association was’bound to fail. 112

‘we'll, Jusf. Eollow Lhe ra 1way._

The disa

o Reui Newfound.l.and Cempany had coalescscL around r.hxs s\’.nke

l{zévbnln Advoéate, 1 Jur‘ia' 191'81:.

UNELA, ‘tape 7228

ro\ls xmpact of runaway :osL- :

coupled with a !.o g—held animosu:y towards the

Ln tne context of the tifes

rought together both ogaimized gnd-unurg}{nxzed

+in the Sas:'.. In this”rogard
-for c¢collective

‘added to a’ 1meage of é.las;i—éons'q‘tc_:‘us.

169

S e .

The NIWA had mdeed accomplxshed much Eor wnrkxng class

phvatx{ns had served “to place the Lives oF 1abourers in_" o

the Reid




r » A ,\ - ".-””o'_

plebéian protest’ in the £ighing industry:114 - The co-

ordination exhibited by the Reid strikers was Inpressive
ea : . . :

~ and the dispute, appears’to have 'remainéd remarkably non- '

violent. wWorkers f:":eien':ed strong evidénce of ‘solidarity,
nol'. only amongst Xndus\:rzak labnur in su:.v Johin'$, but:

thrcughout the

L 114Gn nineteenth century working—clas
“LindaiLittle
qnd Carbenea

wllSuaux stai, 11 Apru 1913"‘Many 'st: J6h
{"émphasiz®d the - "great exhuberance and-tremendo
‘thusiasm".. hé& NIWA -engendered.. .See, interview ‘wi:h
frving Pogwilld' . Hattenhauer,- M
“tape 'C-7229.
nin notes.that "wozking«class seitimen|

i Labour” and Soai'atx" in Britatn
ks a,tsﬁqrd Academic, 1984), 9-30




eople came together to

uying the commonal\ty of H

society szch stood in opposutun to max-. of the. ner-

A “induste Lalls s,

chants ’



£ Mandate

the welfare of :heirv Eamkkies. P:otest_s £ t’f‘lsi‘rl‘ v

o T
» N
. 1Fur examplé ee, "A Reid ‘Agent s Case, let;
the editor, Dai.lx Star (St. John's), 12 August 1918. ‘7T In -

. ‘this; lengthy statement; an unjdentified railway agent. i
- complained ;hat he ‘and hi's fellow workers had 0oL sharéd &
.¢oin tHe pay increases recently neqa:iamd by the-SC’ ‘John's

NIWA. © 0 i

. Ve ZAlfrpd R. ,P ney, "The Nawfoundland Railway: '
v Newfoundland Epic," ‘in 'Thé Book of NewEoundland, Vol. 3,
. ' éd. J.R. Smallwood, (St. John's: Newfoundland Book. - .
Publishers’, 1937), 473- 502.‘ ot e bl . R




Z vmrkers'

T wage sqheﬁu_les

er, Reld Newfoundlnnd. ‘had éane unheeded untl

these R

wozkars'anmd themselves mﬁ ‘the Newfoundland xndustmal

Assocxatwn in January 1918.3" Now six months—

‘Nova Scotia.

* Reid’ New:oundlahd 's f

! in‘Norc 3

5
'paruy for the‘ Port-dux-ﬂasques workers,

offered an increase which mcvad .rates Er:om 19‘ uents tc 22
3paily Star, 19, 26_Januaty io18. 1n Januarj the St..

.John's NIWA-claimed that it had :attracted approximately 60
menbers at Port- :ux—aasques.

4’l‘he wages at Nor:h sydney, Nova scotu offered “to.

longshoremen were 32 ‘cents- pér hour' for day work,' and 36

cents for night work. See, W. Smith, letter to r.ha edltor
, Daily star, 2 Sept’embsr 1918. -




cenr.s m‘zs cents :ar overtxme 5 The- NIwA accgpted hxs

on ithe Comany ‘td bring its ‘wagé sciles’int

e : Correspbndsnce (19175 191
o Letter ‘from' Reld General Superintendent -J.P. powell— o - o
\ [ Prestdenc He. D. Reid 31‘Ju1y 1918.. - : e

’5PI\NL. ~RNCE, Box 8,




] 8Da1lx Star," '3 August 1918.‘

; s
9New£e\1nd1 nd Board oc ‘Trade, Annual. Re ort 1918,
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maating toons to., r.he GQVA. -Tr{e':vurggoups continued to

tive Albsrt Bennstt. set o

in Grand ‘Palls- as well. H’_h me th‘E’eat of a general z

.30For-a statement Qf the veteran's mandate see, "What
_the GWVA Stands. For," Daily:Star, 4 ‘October 1919; Although .
Newfoundland veterans shared many of -the postwat conc¢erns -
of their Canadian counterparts “(such-'as:” Pénsions,

_:ﬂnbled ‘telief, an abhorance of prohlbh:lon, and a

developan nativism) the Newfoundland GWVA, ,in its -initial
form, appuuru to have been more. peutica.l.l.y partisan. than

. the ‘Cahadian organization. For compurison .see, Desmond

orton. and Glenn Wright W ‘nning”“the Second Battle:.
Canadian ‘Veterats—Return to cIth Life 1915-1930 -
.(Toronto: unlvml;x OE Taronto Press, ~19875, 70- 72, 118-
22, &
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by raii to the capital city Eor‘almbsi one ‘month, the’

5 L el :
, government qqickly»'decided that '_ settlemen: \was unlxkely~

oEEereﬂ o’

to be réhched in-the 'natu:al manner" and " aga

ald in qegm:xar.mns.33 pmor ‘to this: b

offe:s«.ﬂ Secret r.alks between zhe NIWA “and Re‘d New

-Eéund’l.and contm’uel Eor.several days untll. suddenly an’

aqreement was reaj hed oq 5 'septemb_er:. E‘olLowing ‘the

e practlce estabhsh in the sp:ing'ne,goti.a’tions, neither ~

side would reyeal|tHe de:a ils Of the se:tlemenb. eity.

E newspapers, qubci‘ng the NIHA s Indus::ial Worker, claimed. |

he Association was sa:isf.xed with. the deal 35° - unfor-

B3 tunacely the detaxls of r.he settlement appear to have

prcved as ephemeral as caples of the Industria Worker .

“ What is known cf :ﬁe issue was that Reid NewEoundland ‘had, L

ok T managed to secure ago per cant increase-in 1:5 passenger/ %

and frexght ratss.ﬁrom “the- gcvernment 1n Septembe:. Thesw

’.7 ../went into effect on 5 OcLober. Once again it appears thac.

33Dailz News; 4 September 1918.° 8

J4rhe NIWA™lowered their demands Erom 30 cents petl
“"hour.(day)/40 cents per hour (night) to’'25 cqnts .per hour/

35 ' cents per hour raspectlvely. Sée), “Evening Telegram, 2'_.
September :1918. . Reid Newfoundland's best oéia: remained
secret. =, i . T

" 35vening Telegram;

7 .September '1918




Public condemnation. .was, swift as'x:he 5t:

mnve.37 The D: -x Stat ccmplamed

ha

agr

11 e:ally paxd."35 'For the NIA :ﬁis e«psrienc’

rban 'power base,. and that the Associabwn s

Yignt €0 a- raspect BTe. s:andazd of lw ngv

. ‘_ r -was I:he firsb of.a series ;eading into the fall and wxm:er

‘36Reid: Newfoundland Company had! sscured a 20° por cent
" 'Increase in its’freight and passenge): rates in June. 1916.
See, Dailx Newsﬁ 4 June l9l8-

\ ’
\

37Evenin Tele ram, 4, s Septembar 1918, ° {

g - o 3BDuux §tan 15 August ‘1918 5 Anticipatihg. dnother
. - round- of railway rate increases -thq Daily Star criticised
3 the government's acquiescence throu hqutr tEIs period.’
LA

John s

" ticipate in :es‘}],ving,workplace conflicts. Thxs'st:ike ot




- . boilermakers employed -at”the" Reid. Newfound'land- Company ' E
g ;.dry .docks, ,walked Off the ‘job when the Company fofused t

“« 7'+ negotiate” ith l:he craftsworkars ovér a 1ist ‘of. shop- Eloor
it i " issue ludnng. zc!assifxca;loné, wage increases, dnd
s % . .overtime frates. In_ an attempt to' prevent Xt&'sr_rlklng

k . ¢ .employeeB .Erom ‘wotking outside. St. :John's,” Reid’ New

-foundland
requesting. that none of the strikers be offered work. The
- dispute continued to the’end of, July” at ‘which timethe two
e B . ‘. parties agreed to jsubmit thier case to an urbitrdnon

1 board consisting of ‘one represéntative from the, union,
‘company, and:government. The arbitration report, released
~. + .on-27 November 1919, generally supported.the NYWA demands
{ "on overtime rates, job classifications, and retroactive
o, © pay §6rr~sttikars, but an overall wage increase ;was dénied,*
SN as was.a closed shop. - For:details on the strtkas’ see,
PANLy" RNCP, Bodxes 2, -9, Correspondence uls-wzo.- ‘1

£, 00" 330n 2 June 1979, "NIWA®member placnsmx'ma and :

ssued alblatklist to all major employers' '




Notable amcngst these/ hurdles wete problsm .associated,

wu:h abtsmptiqg {o

rganxze a labour Eorce m which’ the

e

overwhelmxng maJcn:y ot workers cor

. sihgle women_ most of Mentered ch
4 */.

phase in their “life-

i#ed of youdg,

orkplaee “as:; nnef

y::le" he?cre le

mg n: aga"q :o

take up the responslbzlxtxes of married lee. Histonan

Joan Sangsker ccmments that "the great ﬁluidxty\lteﬁale
labour obviously mi/lu:atad agamst successful unioniza~
“twn."‘"’ Tms was especxauy true of St John s, as Nancy

Foreétell notes~j":ha ci:y s working women  tended. to "9

‘even younge:‘ than their councerparts An Canagxan urban .

¢ centres."4l u cms was, a Norr_h Amerlcan pattern, tnen‘

of: agé.“ ‘Because most women were: 'engagsd Lnfa“- labour

- 'for onl.y ‘a limited timespan, few of them developed the.

extensive knowledge,,of}the workplace or the selE-ch;

tidence and . experuse ne'cessary “for collectlve organiza—

sangster, Ruth' Frager and others, agree that “many

workding wcmen did yiew marriage not only as a natural"and

f

(1978)% 128.

41Nancy Forestell, -"Working Women _in St John's,

192021940, M.A, thesis, Memarial Upivérsity of.New:
“.foundland, forth¢oming 1987, .737118. [

. > e ] F
\‘Azﬁl‘ice-Kessler-Harris, but to Work: ' A History of

Wa?é-Earning-Women in the United States (New YoEk: OXEOrd
University Pressy 1982); 153.' . | - R

ey 4°Joan Sar\gstez, ithe 1907 Bell Telephone Strike\
*Organizxng Women WOrkers,'__ abour(La Travatuaur, 3

- ",

N ws»a‘

L




% \ 3
. oy
ng drudger‘?\and super-. ®
: K
.’( exploxtatxan of the WO kplace. As Prager states, "for 5
3 % most, marriage marked their exlt from the world cf 'pazd B
k - Labour."43 - N _' 3 5 g s oy
X \ S x
ox:her sc:uc:ural dlffxcultles Eacmg “worKing..women .
| 1nclude‘d‘workpla&e {olation: 5 In s:. John s this iso\).a—
. " tion'came in several forms, ong-of Which was: emp].oyment in. \
. prlvat:e households as domestxc servants (the cqty\s
) Larges: cccupg.frion for wamen anelvmg oveHO‘ per cent of 5

the. female', 1abour force); or work ‘in a ;number of small \

»rstaxl stcres as sales clerlgs. Both bs entaued long, . i,
irregnLgr h\ours under the‘*bse sz@y of embicyers who —-

'would not he ir.ate to d;smiss ‘their help if they showa,d

signs of asscciatm{ with' \Td‘bn representar_ives 44 . The

~—

iqsulanty of a~small

ity’ llke St. Jchn s ma& 1\:-

. 43Ruth Frager, "No Proper Deal
* the Canadian, Labour Movement,.1870;194(
s and Lynda-Yanz,|eds. Union Sisters:
v Movement (Toronto: The Women's Rgess, 1983),
o North American workplaces women did return
£ 5 marriage, often leaving it’ again when economic c\ondltxons . [z
N allowed for this. This -appears not to-have been .the -
. experience in St.:John's as'few married women remained-al
" their jobs after marriage: . For Newfoundland, see
¢ . \ Forestell, "Working ‘Women," 50-75; For the United States,
X ‘. .. 'sed, Susan Levine, Labor's True Women: '. Carpet Weavers, -%
e, B s Industrialization and Labor Reform in the Gilded Ags ©
R (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1984), ;- Tapara
g K. Hareven and Randolph Langenbach, ' Amgskeag: Life

Work in an Amerxcan Factorz—citx (New York: Pantheon
-Books, 1978). .

Women; Workers and .
in Linda ‘Briskin

YRE 4 ‘“wayne Roberts, Honest Womanhood- ’ 'Feminhism, L p:
Ve 0N . . eminmity_“ and Class Consciousness Among Toronto Working

\ e Do . ——Women, 1393~ to 1914 (Toron ‘New - Hogtown Press,. 1976),

- . 1a. s LRy e g s Sl
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(problémati'c to keep su;:h actwities dxscrete and therefcr‘)
xncreased the vn[.nerabuu:y of these _wo lung women, many
ioi v}wm were meprnenced outport glrls brought intc the -

city speciﬁcally to wo:k in these menial ccupa;ians.ﬁ

v
WOmen 1\’vqlved An mdustnal )obs were. usually restricted

_‘reduced' Eheir opportunity for unlo;1 orgamzancn. The

s
vgarment mdusLy .was partu:ular:ly sub]ect to- job Eragmenv }

tation as b& acrting, pie and .outwork’ separated

tive middle-men.46 Only in the largest Water Street

department’ stores, or in the city' s elothing and ai&led

food industrles, were female workers tﬁncentral‘.ed in the
-

numbers necessary to develop a-consensus on shop=-floor

* issues. Even then, working women were; excluded from the’

"city s tradltanal craft unlons, 11miting po‘ssible

cohnections with international organizations.47 Other

‘- to. gender-bisea vccupatlonal ghettoes" wh:.ch often.
,

-worKers Erom one arother Léaving them exposed, to\exploi- -

: 45Nanc Fores:éu,-"viokkin}; Women, " 3-118. In,St. "

‘John's, almost all outport girls worked .as domestic

servants whlle city-born glrls usually Eound positions as

sales clerks. v . i B

46Roberts, Honest Womanhood, 10.

< 47Stronger connections with internatmnal unions
could have proved beneficial to St. John's workjng women,
but” ‘these would likely have bggn AFL-TLC unions with their
ften ambivalent. attitudes ‘towards organizing women .

he\endy. Newfoundland may ‘have gained more, by: remaining
1ndependent of North American uniqnism. _ For- 4 discussion
on the AFL™attitude towards working \am\en see, Leyvine
Labor's . True Women, 150; and Alice.Kessler-hatris, "Where
are ‘the Organized Women Workers?* Feminist’ Studies; 3
(1/2) Fall 1975, J
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-'~Women ‘in St. John's spught to overcome,

struggle-due to their relatively recent formatich, or

becausé recent expansions had just opened them to wamenT ™
- Sk %

For éxample, "clerical and'sales employees (suffered - £rom
an absenge of almost agy orgamzahionll tradltxzn,uhat-
soever"‘s \In Newfoundland working women did have a’
record of. actlvity in local 1abour gtoups and Eﬂrtxcipa-
:).on in sc:ike actions led by established male un)ans, but
figures show that * Eemalo membarshxp 1n untons remained

klmited. Despi:a :hase(structural imbalances, wor)dnq

5 sk iy V= 3
" by the late summer of 1918 th dmed | forges with .the

NIWA to £orm their own diEtinc: organ

On thé evening of 8 August 1918, scores. of wcrkmg

Homen met at the Bn%ish Hall to es:ablish wha-t pecane-

k-nown as .the NIWA I.adles‘ Branch. ‘uonqst thxs group were

Eactory uorkers from most .of the city's manufacturlng

plants, as well. as.a 'representanve from the domestic .

gmploy;es."’. In the chair. that night was Julia Sal:et

* " _48yeronica gtrcng Boag, “The Girl of - the New Day:

. Canadian Working Women in the 1920s," Labour/Le Travail-
leur, 4 (1979), 154. There is .some evidence, however,

that in St. John's a'union of retail sales clerks allowed
women to join in 1863. See, Bill Gillespie, A Class Act:

v A I
R e T A .'\“.A"ms

A mcupétiohs lacked the con;ective background of ‘Glass

.

An Illustrated History of the Labour Movement in New-
foundland and Labrador (St. John's: yewfoundland and .

Labrador Federatlion of Labour, 1956), 20.

49gvening Telegram,. 9 August 1918. Working women
representing the tollowing companies wererpresent: :

Newfoundland Clothing,” British Clothing, Newfoundland
Knitting, ‘standard Manutacturing, Colonia]. Cordage,

~




-b'xcn.‘ saltet Earle had earlxer made a .name Eor herself by\
championing the cause of xndustnal unx'anxsm in st.

John's.50 " Elected as the unlon s vxce-pres'dent was Miss

Josephine Hor;?ey, a :auutess at :he Royal stores.
}s\)feral ocner executive posu‘.xons were fulsd by wghen

employed in' city factories.5l 'rms wa.

,a rerlecnun of
the’ mnk-and flle membership, as~most were local Eactory

workers. Also in attendance was a delﬁgetwn from the

pnncxral Associatlon, consisvung i NIWA presidsnh

‘Pmllxp Bennetv and executive memberg Warwick Smt:hband« .

Thoma,; M. White. ‘These men were ‘presént ‘to extend the
encouragemé&t of the city's male unionists,”and as well to
lend; some orgahizat_iona’l" expertise to the proceedings.

.

< _Imperial Tobacco, Br ing's—{bakery—andbi 7and:
.|, F.B.. Wood Company. (rgonfeetlonery)‘. Soon after- the\Lathes'

Branch .was formed, women working- atfPthe Parker and Monroa .
shoe Eactory joined the NIWA. .. ?

50Julia Salter Earle (1877-1945) born' in St. John's
was the daughter of Wifliam- Thomas Hall salter and
Elizabeth Brown (Chancey) salter. “She married Arthur
Edward Earle, a jeweller, -'in 1903. salter Earle worked
for 35 years as an engrossing clerk in the House of
Assembly. . Before becomng the first ‘president of the NIWA
Ladies' Branch, she was secugtary of.-the Women's Associa-
tion of the Cochrane Str:et Methodist Church. Later
Salter ‘Earle ran as a Labour candidate in the St. John's
municipal election of 1925, and narrowly missed becoming
the first woman elected t® public office in Newfoundlaid.
See, Who's Who In _and From Newfoundland (st. John's: R.
Hibbs, 1927), 165." &

5l0ther members of the Eirst executive were: Miss
Beulah™Rishop, secretary;. Miss Josie Kennedy, treasurer;
Miss Genevieve James, financial secretary.




‘The’ néw Ladies' Branch -was. to be en(:ma!.yx free" of jthe

& t" g male union in- matters of lf)nances and 1n.it\s‘&ay-to day

g V_,"bperations i

The women were also free to .dra their own. - .

conséitut onal by--].aws, -providing thét these .were general-

i
1y in accora with the ':ene)s of “the main' NIWA Constitu=

uon‘.SZ Following the nn«m s phuosaphy ‘tor E\oba

broadly-baseq indust 1a1 union, “the Lad1es' B:anch xssued
oan invitation for "all othgr ladias who -are wage earners
©in “any: ‘capacity to JOXE in - the movemant.53 This offer”

.‘ . £ oy proﬁd at:ractive. Stax‘ting with an initial membership of

Voo ..t “ 60, the NIWA Ladies' Brarich Had-signed over 200" member's by’

the tiime of ts SELESE rsgula: meeting, held on 29

e ¥
L Apgusti54 At thls meecing the women ‘were ‘addressed .by

AL.l‘éaders, including E.J. Whitty and war\uck smir.h.

= ~Thi ? d—to—be—the—pattern—for—these—eariy- gqcneung 7

. ; ’/and, Eor axamp.ls, Assocxanon execut‘rve—o‘fﬁ.‘c?z"—w_rﬁh“f“”

*0'D. kelly spoke to the Ladles' Branch about his travels

.
‘on the -mainland’ obsarving factory conditicn{later in

" August. 55

‘This subject was of pnmary concern Eot the wor:kmg
:loﬂgn oE.'SI:. John ry whc were forced tu labou: in condi-

[ ER R 52N1WA cénsntu':ion. Article 1'4, secr_ion 5. ‘In‘
Nor ,other words, the Ladieg' Branch was note- intended to
function simply as an auxilxary to the male union. 2 2" E T

" 53nau News, 9Augusc 1918, s

s \ - 54Evening Telegram, .30 August 1918.
W y 5503111 News, 7 Septemben 1918, Pk B8y




% tions’whieh were a testament to'the absenca o any

neanlngful Eactory acts 'ln Reutoundlmd .To this end,,t.ha
L4

.
\ * Rev, union quickly established a course. of acjion'as ¢

‘/ prasldenr. Sa,lr.er Earle a:ranqed to-meet with cll:y -employ-

ers ¢ ﬂiscus‘s the implementation of progreaslva udrkpl‘ce 4

meaanres} Hakinq use. of hev’conslderable negotiating
skius. ‘Salter E:azl.e held talks witH \the managers of three
major employara oE Eemals 1abouI the Newfoundland-
l(mttlng Mllls, _the Newfoundland cloth ng Company, and the .

Culonlal Cordage. Company (known 1acu11y as I:he Rnp‘ewdlk) g
\

., Speclfic usues discusssd covexed a variety of concerns .

invludi chU.d ).&our, Hages, sick pay. ple et uork,‘ and -~

tactory sansuuon.“ Inmediately, Salter Earlé and

\
egecutive’cémittng‘ had a\tsst case for/ thetr union. -

LK
———Wmee at the Ropevalk, Agnez chkey (an

N
~

R

“orphan agad 13) who was, Eorced by . ha:‘guardlan to leqve
““school and work in ‘order to pay, ‘for her. room and»'board.57
Fo;’this"she earned a pal‘\:'ry‘sl 30, [;et ve;k. The -issue
} here was not her guardun s bahlviour (as this .women also

worked at r.he Eactory taking home $12 per ueek) put rathsr

concerned .the ‘qa eral. questich of chud 1abour._ Tho

Ladias‘ Branch auccessfully arguedWﬂ should

rer.ufn to school and’ be glven the'chance to escapé the

Eactory system. This casé was but:one example taken from
’ \

561bid., J0-August 1918. ?

=

" 571bid

' 19;. 21y8eptember 1918.

o
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Wl e : s Floae s

ot .. a list of such problams whxch ex&sted hlddeq ErWuﬂ@

R e : * wview. - The Ropewalk was p rticularly notorious for 1ts % i .

exploltlve enployment p&ctxcef and eazlxer that year. the
NIWA execur.ivc had a.rgued £or merovm’enr_s m r.he fac—
to! s,uorkplace, obtainxng a list of concessxons chlud-
s - M ke

mg A\nev | schedule of wages‘55

e Pur:har avidgnce of "a positi__!/{nteracuan between’

ﬂemonstn- i

the male- aﬂ‘fem‘le membersh)p of- the N

|
¥ 1 _' ion‘ ‘willinqness Jto! l:ake into con-

R _’ r.hen: c' operative store ar. a lowet entrance fee than tha

\ . - men. TMs declsion was- in addition ‘to the 1ouer nember-
shlp dues set .for workigman joinl H).th the NIWA.59
In ext:!nnge for Assochtxon help with guest lecturers, :

: Ju.lia shltsr,eal/la was -ftequentlx aaked to ?ddress qhe
‘male. membership Sat the LSPU-Hall. ‘Salter “Earle was not

% . retice’t in ‘axprgss‘xng the serious concarns'facin‘é vorvking

= - L . women in“st.gJohd's. she told the men' that’ women were ¥

'Toiced to. deal wlth» any of t.he same- issues of the day,

4 B especia‘n" when it cgme to wartlma inna’:lon stripplnq

— s - .r 3
; 591b1da, 21 March 1918. ‘por background infozmatlon
on I‘.hB Cu[onla]. Cordage . Company see, A.B. Perlin, The
_StoEy of- Newfoundland- (St. John' n’ Cr»a;ive_ Publishers,

1958) ;. 201.

~ § i
: y ~595ﬁning Talegram. 17 Novembsr 1918. . N
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woék rs of. theif real wages. 6o salter Ea:le wondsred
«

wher.l'\ner wotking women.ceuld kaep the: new Jobsxnpened to

A
them during the war,vand she stressed I:he need to pressure

the go{ermnsnt into acnon regardxng thesa social~con-

E‘oll.owxng up ‘on this latter sugges:mn sal:e:

etter wnnng campalgn wi;ﬁ,me lnten—-

rawing che attentxon oE MHAs to the pligh: of

" 1t\ deems increaible .that men:who wish “ i Ty F
to'\be régarded as honest and fai i1l e %
3 ine to sweat’ young girls of geﬁﬂn:
*years. in their factories for a wage.or _
pittance. which is not sufficient. tol’s
nuunsh eir bodies.so ;)\‘St'they may %
“be (£it to perform  the "task 'that their @  °
_,cahous foremen ‘and managers insist . .
in and day - & °

omi’ngk‘a Girlé‘ Btanch" ﬁor these cmldren whlch would

/be afflhatad w1 th r.he cltys wotking ‘women so that thls

* GnDailx ﬂaws, 30 Feb uary 1919. The average waga for

a4t wokaq women “at this<time was bstween Sl 60 and $3.50 per




‘and Clothlnq Company decided

In; oﬁa indtance, “the .
to 'install extenswe sanitary Eacilities on site, mcLud-—

ing ‘hot water Hlths, for the*enein: of their employees,

& many Othﬂm la?ked such apphances in their own_ homes . -

or.he: Eactotles were pressured to provxde lunch rooms

serving hot mea s, health msurance schemes, and’ unproved

" fLrst aid fac >u:1es S Most dramatic’was the 'success

+0f the _ 'ity‘

cly thlng Eact:ones, This mdve. ‘w: led by
x 5

p r_he Royal s:oJes clof.hlng factory, and soon £o1lcwed by,
- 1
€hé Newesundlana Tlothing

nd Semi Rsady Clothing con=
paniss.s‘1 Thxs vxctory proved temporary ?g_,Newfoundland'
detsnaraung economic condn—.mns aEr.er 1919 thereby
undercuttxng the barga:.m.ng posltlons of alL 1abour

.groups‘ But before: the onslaug_htlgf this" vdepressio_n,,st.

’ .vaohn‘:sv yiofking ‘women demonstrated their resolve ,to act

collectively in their battles with local’ business enter-

prisess. - i % @ .
vThr(_iugvhout thé\tn{and winter of 191§ the women ‘o_f

November. 1919. An article by.

% 63Evening Telegram,. 2C 3
w;rwick Smith details ‘the recent 1mptovement,s in city
factories. ‘From the comments made by‘*union:leaders, such
as Smith, it is difficult ‘to’ judge whether these  factory
improvements were envisioned as.a method 'to push working
women ‘out of ‘the workplace in the name of health and
'safety. laws. For an example'of this debate 'see, Frager,’
"NO Proper Deal," 55¢ Nancy Woloch,* *Women_and. the)American
xeerience (New York:  Knopf, 1984), 244,

. - i
'Gdi‘oqgstgll) "H_ox‘king onen, " 1-28. T A

-

\
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‘the NIWA struck over "the ihsues cf a closed shop workplace
and 1ow wages., On 18 November the Ladxes' Branch, now
almos; 500 members s::on? walked oEE ‘their jobs, at the
Eu'm of Browning s, a larga manufacturer of bread and
blscun: producr.s.55 Thé. worlen jolned wx:h the company's
w& worker§ in demanding wage pauty wir.h the pay scale

offered at Harvey: and- Company s Bukery operaticns.66

.

/These wo:kers wers met with the- de:eminsd opposttion ot

,the Brownxng s management vlho absdlu:ely re(used to

Both male and Eem&%v Assocxa'.

negotLﬁte..their waga ofﬁer
t'.1on nlembsrs began to collect a strike fund .as the

. Deter-

prospect of an garly saf_clemant ap_peared remct

ed off the

_vd to hold cut for a vxctory, the NIWA remal‘

Job Eor nea!ﬂy one month ;at whlch time the Associa:ion s

axet:utlve officers, admitting deEeat, call.ed n end to :ne

the working le and women ot St. John s could organlze a

extended -period of.time- ‘Bhe result of the Bzownxng s

strike contrasted.with that of GHBEHYE walkout held

-simultaneously at ‘a cxty Eactory wa]..l known Eor employae .

t:oubles == the, calnnial Cordage Company.

65paily Newsv 17 Septenber 19131
-November 1918,

i) 66Evening Mvocate, 22 Novembe
X 57The Browning s’ workers returned-on 16 December

strlke.57 Desplte the" loss this dispute demonstratad that. '

‘cc-operativa protest and sustain this action over - an‘

o
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ot The trouble at the Ropewalk began on' 21 November when
& sia "l £

. 3 Tl AT ST ®
unfenists Ieft their jobs to prote® haviag- to work

= alongside a female ‘egpl'.o‘ye__e, who had' réfused to .join the

" Niwa Ladies' Brahch.68 ~soon after the strike began the

~ ; 'mauet_‘ appeared. to be r_e;ol'\_red in the union's gavour as T~
" thé employ‘.ea in question was dismissed by the’ factory, 3
f/creman -‘but this. s;’l/u:ion was T:ickly revarsed by the\ N -

T company s manaqsr. ' Purr.hez nego:int!ons fajled to braak

8 I:he' lmpasse and tha Ropswalk ceased‘operﬂons.. As in the i
] '- B.rouning s disputo.membera of! the LacluasY Eranch or=-

ean ed.a’ series of Eund-raéing dances and bake. sales r.o

T m(ud up a Q:zxke Eund- r_mancx_u support -was forthcoming,

/tEon male NIWAqmembers as well .69 'Pro.dué'tion ‘at the--

Ropewalk Has uspe! ) until 2 , when a compromise

< g -« was reached betwegn th ‘uotkets ‘and nnnagemen?” This,

arrangément’ auowed the non-union employee to’ retutn to

her job_ only if she paxd :he NIWA's initﬁtmn Eee and

duas—’“) In rnturn, workers agréedM%tlty the Rogswnlk .

-

management of ‘developing’ d). putns prior to undertaking

=+ -+ Y unllateral action. < ). i

.mbars ot the\NlHA Ladie;

o %\\t:ey nd
‘
; i 55£vcning Telegram. 23 November 1918:( The strike was
e ) p:imari {7 com:ernad with the matter. of union recognition
Sy ;-\ as the NIWA"had obtained wage increases Eor‘aAl Ropewalk # v
"t employass in Harr:h and August 1918.

.BY ‘their agtions the i

Branc‘n clearly indicated \:heh— in:entiuns

sgaven n Advocate, 7 December 1918:

A AN

x : 1




salés clerk

. cit

meribers.. »In

.,Even ‘ag

"factories to operate ol

R
N»I_WA'Ladies:{tanch contfnueﬂ to push Eoz changes for«:he

G
's wor \ggg\women 71

colleptxve ‘ortgam.zgtlon -serves to refute the concept that

. a deblutatnng);ﬁeminine psychology ptevented temale

ionlzatlon. Ins:ead, these examplesnn 5t. Juhn s tend'

.-to suppo:t t_}me notion bhat Eemlnmlty served as-a basxs of
s:rength. wayne Robar:s{ one of a number of scholars who
i

—
have rejecr.ed the coneept of - a negatxve femxnlne psychol-

ngY: has wru:cen that “the worklng -women ' s sense ot
femxmn)‘y uas nofa pacxfy{ng i1t sjorr or psychological
.sanction agamst co&lecnve action .7.. (kns:ead) H: torm

parc of ﬁeparate workxng class 1dent1ty, "z The ‘NINA

- - '
7UDSll! News, 27'June 1919, ¢ e
71que,s‘:ell, "Working Women," .28-43. & ?

. "72Rdberts, "Honest WYomanhood, 4; see also, Star :
Rosenthal,. "Union. Malds: = Organized Women,K Workers in

vancouvsr,, 1900-1915," BC Studies, 41 (sprlng‘ 1979) 54.'

e success oE these women “dn 7
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: Ladies' Brunch wotked ~to fuster this sense oE ndentity by

. engagznq ln numerous soczal activi:ies at whxch young
vorkmg women could meet one another and- learn more _about :
union organxzatlon. Inuhxs ‘uay they ;qerved to ;efute ths

“myth of women's uno:gamzabuny.-” %

If -the lasl’. year of Horld  War I. was to be any .

pou:ical— . .

leader willlam- F. Lloyd oEHcially as

mmiste: s otfice, a posxtion he gainad W thout Having ‘to M’
'.resort ko a public vnf.e. Lloyd had been serving as acthg .
ﬁrenuer amc’e r.h.. co!.ony s elected 1aadez, Edvard Horris,
had 1!5: the country Eor! England ;soon aftsr: Eamlng an
lu.-parr.y, National governnent in July 1917 7‘ in sr..
John's, members of the city s labour movelent reacted to
the nevs of’ Lloyd's premiership with grave susplc&en.: Few

. .

o 73The NIWA. Ladies' Branch organized .a wide range of
social. activities intended to %educate its. members on,
issues pertinent to the union.movement. Plans were
discussed ‘with regard to the purchase of a: separa:s club

room for working women, but .thig scheme apparently was
pushad aside by ‘the pastwar economlc crisis.,

oli:ics in Newfoundland (Toronto:
unive:sn:y Press, - 1971 Sir .Edward
Morris was:e ir.od to- the peerage: Eo: uervices :to the
i Empire, becoming “Baron Morkis of Waterford in .Lloyd
- Geo:qe s New Year's honours list. of l918. "




-was Deholden to ps’aker s unionlst p rty and that group s

unsettling connectxcns to the Reid /Eamrly.75 ‘Th& pohen:

combmauon of the- Coaker-R' d allxanbe posed a §e ious

l:hr:eac to the imp!.essxve g,axns made by’ the t Jenn"s'"

to manxpular.e parl,\.ament .

®
ay.75 For labour,

t, only served to

s

.75For “some time - Coaker had Yobb1EA , both the - ‘govern-
‘mént ‘and Reid Newfoundland Company to re-locate one of the
coastal- freight terminals at. Port Uniop.and evenr.qally
this ‘was suceessﬁul-v In addition;’ a considerab[e ‘'scandal
arose ‘over ‘Ggaker's .travels| to the United" §tateés and -,
".Canada’ at the ‘expense:of the.Reid Newfoundland -Company as ' : v
.part, of an e1§borate scheme . t6; bring” Newfoundland into, Pt i
_conféderation' with Canada. See, forv.exanple," W. D Reid 8 b g
“ letters to the Dailz Ne s, 957I0'Ja uax:y 1918. -

76an ektansmn of the 1egislature could be grantzed
under .the Emergency War.Measures Act of 191{ b B
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legislativla-s’ocjxal reforms. Issﬁe‘s such as thHe formation

3 . " of a depp:cment of labour .or new\ factory. acts: which had

‘trequently Been,danglgd as” electiyn promises were now

Jretracteg. ' The-reaction was swift. - St. John's labour’ -

B Eoliowing‘ the. NIWA's iead, anhounced cMir intention to

] Eo:m an. xndependent Labnur pazty. the decxsmn was. to .
numinate a ‘slate of three candlda:ss -each’ Eor the ridings.’
. 7. of SE. Johp's'East and West. 77 These plans had been,'

dxscussed prev)ously, but. they were quickly push@d Eorward

e mn ‘the unveumg og “the -new govermnem: cabine\:. - The

. é -8 d entrance oE the NIWA into - the polltxcal ‘arena was a risky

£ such a: bq\. m\ove R 5 e
= 5 3 S on 12 January 1918.2 "specxal convention" was ' held by‘

f/the publlc offered a "goldan opportunit

mood

.obtain: he representation*denisﬂ £o:labour in the past.

i) Addressing the meeting, Warwxck Smx\:h claimeb that these .. -

d candldates weuld take a stnctly indepe?(dent stand ‘or they i

e ’ o "would not aEEilxate with, any other group or groups ‘in the

EI T Al B s stambly but would be bound to ‘conserve. the Ln:erests bE =

77paily. star, 5 qanuary’ 19
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1a§o@~lone.'7e 'nus desi:e to 'maintain a strlct
mdependence was #o doubt a teaction to the autrageously
parti..san nature of. Newfounﬂland pauncs. St. John's :
labour leade S ‘realhed only too weu r.ha:/the shgh:est-

app arance’ of ‘a connectlon with any oE the cnluny s

establxshed parties Hould play Lnt.o the hands OE ‘their
Har_nt Street opponents. 3 Desplte this caution r.he t.iber—

a!.s, Tdries,‘and FPU ‘all: exchanged ‘claim nd' counter-\

party
_would enlxst lts mambers only as ,they came focwar . This-

plan was’ imila: :o r.he Canadlan expen,ence in that

poh;xcal candidar.os qenerally were not. sponsored directly
by umone}.79 The new Wo:k)ngnen s Parr.y was to remain.an

indlvidu‘ nembenhip o:g!nuauon.v Neither' the NIwA,

any r:E ‘the' city s affiliated craft unmns Joincd—<

.the arty as a group._, Where New!oundland labourism

e ey ¥
781bid., 12 ‘January 1918. Although\t\ irst. suenc, .
Coaker launched .a virulent campaign against™the' NIWA's"
political activltea once l:ha election ‘date was set ‘for 3
November 1919. .

79craig Heron, 'Labourism and the Cnnadian workinq

. glass, !.abour(l.a Traval . 13 (Sprinq 1984), 46-47;
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semi-skilled 1a'_no;ar force, It was significant that when
the” Workingmen's Party chose a prominent leader to-act as
\* _ the group's chairmam during the run-up to €he fall 1919

*' general 'elaction t%y_; chose LSPU- president "Big Jiy

- nccra:h and an executive body selected to tepresent every “

aspect oj the s:. John's labour movement. 80 .-

ir.a tnsh‘ ragid. rise. to prominence

:ha matter ot polltical ilxations.v Not all oE \the.

clty 8. unﬂonisr_s\accepted the Assochtien s new role as’,
salf-proclaimod champion ~of bhe laland'a workmg claJs.
L Tth cautious moed is in evidence in r.he p:emiere 1ssue o{

The . Indusl.\edl Worker, teleased in May’ 1913.- R Tniap

A d o edxtonal entitled 'Democtacy Explaxns Our Pawer. tha

Assocxation stressed us independence from. the justly

re‘uled world of Newfoundlandé es:ablished pazr.y b

pclitlcs. ¥ : . o) =

R " .7 The NIWA will gri¥nd no.man's-axe,. it
will. let no one use it as-a stepping ~
‘stone, it will not be manipulated by . .
» the few to the detriment of - the "
‘“many.... °‘The ‘Assoc\al:xon is in a o 3

: - .. position to.know that it possesses .

X noa T ey great.power. It has gained this power
) Wi 5 through the large membership who' were-
i . 5P < w.. attracted.to its .ragks because thay 8

+ - . . were, hnpressed by its, sincerity ‘and_ e .

- knew ‘it would-“not use th/power in an... 5y

GRS Fa o

Goile ot »soﬁvening Telegram, 18 Septe'mber 1919, ¢ Supportlnq

X ‘the Workingmen's Party were dg_lagnes from the Brothgrhood

. Of Carpeénte s, the Truckmen's Protective Union, ‘the
i P shipuright's unio Water Street clarks. Firemen's

2 < . Protective Union, and Prin:ers' Union. i /‘j



unjust cause.. '0\3' mémbezship'enﬂbraces

i s wage earners of every class. We are-a

¥ 3 . pure democracy ‘in'this: respect, the
true NIWA spirit being that one man is .~
;as. gpad-as afdsher.... )

znmauy the 'NIWA had adopted a ﬁon-pox'xucn and non—’

tance .in its treatmen

E nanonal and 1ocal

pazcisan“’ ¥

3 pou:ics, bur. tms position d:Ld not preclude tha‘ Associa-

I'.icn s’ acuve 1obbying of - the governl ant on a wxde range

i prcgress was ufwn painfully slow. 5

ome members Jof. the Associatian s sxeautlva

3 inef_fecnve. Polxucmns such as |

‘common worker»when—\n tacr. they instead only protecr_ed the

wu.eges of war.er street merchants and industnauns.
B Ptominent ln the group advocating.a expanded political

,role for the NIHA was presldent Phi!.).ip Benner_: and many

of his’ executlve ‘committee. includin Warw ck smith, John®

cadwell, chhgzl Foley, and wuuam Lineg . _oppositlion
to. this duecuon was 1ess Eocuased, but Jit’ included 'the

£irst, edn;or of ‘The !ndusttial Horker M chael. James and

presxdent and many of the members oE che Grand- 'F’l”sﬂ'

81lrhe Industrlal Hotker (st John"

)_,vm.-\, No. 1,
18 May 1918, 1. g * s

gram :9 June 1917;
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NIWA branchi83‘ yet much’ of this conéerbatism was. dis-

" peiled atter ‘the Association's conszonzatmn' @ith the Reid

,Neuioundland CompanLjn spring 1918,84 “The strong support
Sw iy .| offered to the -stffkers and :he/lengthy Iist, of job
concessions secured by Bennel:t and hls ‘executive “convinced

many doubters that tha ‘NIWA was indéed :"a. power in- the

land." With lnn:ial. pteparatxons in p.l.ace Eor St.. Jehn s

our to contast the c%mxng election, Associatic n me bers

uauad thn ca,ll :o campaign ac:ivaly- Bur. the war‘

:inued to dtaq ‘on’ ‘and’ af:sr the Novepnber Ar;nxs:ﬂce

Prime. Hinis:er Lloyd all.owed Mmseli to 'become entangled

in the Paris Peace Confersnce. Ihue avents aga n delayed

tha 'long inclcipated electxon until 1919. Befo:é this

evant, Lloyd £ound hhnse).f panioipannq +in the dissolu-

ti.on oi his government m “the mosr. bizarre of circum-

3 stances.“ when' the extraord‘nary events of 20 May were

resolved, “Sir Michael P. Cashin became the ngv prime
. : _— -
3% - 83uichael J. James, 1etter to the Evenin Tels ram. 9
. < 'May 1918; Minutes.of the NIWA Grand ‘Falls Branch No. 3,
g February -1918-March 1922. ' Rolf Har.tenhausnLabeur

° Collection, Cuntra for N»ewfoundlmld studxes, Memoria\
Unifverslty .

“Dau s:u £, ‘18 Sept_a'mber 1919, i)y =%

as!’ov: an’ explanntion of Lloyd‘n fall see | Noslr 2
Politics, 128; 'Ian McDonald, "W.F. Coaker and the Fisher-
men's Protective Union in Newfoundland ‘Politics) -1908-
3 R 19 5," unpublished D.Phil. thesis, Unlverelcy of r.‘cnden,
gt B 1. 183-89. . The Lloyd government [ell to ‘a unamimous
3 vote of non-confidence raised by the opposition, but
seconded by Lloyd hlmsalf- )




b ' : : ’ ; S 1]
PR " minister.of a barely coheswe coalntmn.“ ‘Now, the .call = '

for.a general electmn was agaxn taken up with the result .

that: the date Emauy was set Eot 3 November.

With the announcement of the election the st. John's

)a,buur ,movement could begin’.their campaign preparations in
4 g earnest. In addition tc—an al.bumon committee tormed to

select prospective cand:dates several ‘other groups were

.closely involved .in pre-elecuoq actxvi;:les. These

2 included the Great'War :Veteran's Association and ﬁembersk

of -the An\algamar_ed Fishermen's Un'ion.ﬂ"» These groups‘_»

v

5 viG o < labour party to caunteract those pollticxans who we!
present nomxna\ted ‘tor perpetuate t e ascendancy nE the:

classes over the . m sses."{m once agaxn emphaexs was

~placed on thé diversity which was to:be ‘found in this

‘86Michael’ P. ‘Cashin (1846-1926) “was first:elected -to
the House of Assembly as an independent for  Fet! yland £n

” 1893. Cashin ran in. thiee. elections Eor deard orris's

% People's Party, serving as Minister of Fmance and’ Customs
between 1909-1917. Although Cashin could.claim to .follow :
“in-.the Eootstaps of ~Morris, it was Rxchard Squires who

uly took up this mantle. i ol 3 -

s7'L’he Nnalgamated Fishermen! s Unmn, formed in March .
1919, wae_oetensxbly anorganization of St. John's fisher-
.men- and labourers, but the involyement of A.B. Horine with
the group raises the ‘question of its political purpose’ in
s the coming election. The,union-appears to.have been a

. move -to block any’ expansion Of the.FPU to 'St..John's;and,

% . to. counter -Coaker's claims.’'to represent the sole .voice of

¥ . the. fishermen. Apparently:the union was. short- lived and

. largely. ineffective. See, Encyclopedia- of ‘Newfoundland

N © .. and Labrador; vol. ‘II,.ed. J.R: Smallwood (Newfoundland
h -k ook Publ{she:s, 1984), 177.

Basvenxng Telegram, 27 May 1919\ e T s
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pan:y. For .it was ‘torépreseént. "men employed in

Labcu

nearlyhvery walk\of leetwlaboucer ‘and mechanlc, clerk,
and:‘tradesmen, flshetmen and Earmer, soldxer -and civil®
i::rn."".9 A Ecrmal motxon st6, enter candxdates J.n the
:Eorthcoming elecnon ua»srpassed at an NIWA meetxng in

; ~ ¥ early September ‘and later that, manl‘.h -at”a meeting of 8 )
. unxcnxsts held at- thexcas ino Theatre a committee of: £iffy

, was selectsd ‘to cnoose the ‘six - labour; cundldates.go The

buxldup r.o tha Novamber “éledtion was a measured,’ delxber-

ate exercise 'as® St. Jchn s umonlsts sought to ensute the

success of. this affort. : Lack&ng -the benefit oE past T s

'eleetoral expezience, the labour parb was, care!ul to

-elicit the. support of the wxdest pc{ssmle ranga of voters,

et 'hence a- nomxnatlng commxttee no -less .than £ifty ‘ -
membars. “These® proceedln&_s were cor@ﬁcted with: strong :

o\;ertones ‘of moral res’pecqyil’ity. The 'Ht.arkirigmen'svv‘Paf'ty

_scught represen\:atxves who were "honest, ‘trusted,‘ and : Y

capable, men who would- suppor: "Justice and Eahﬁ play."91
3 A rep:esentltive £or .the sMpwrights union llkerted the g,
’country to a sm that"'was in a bad state and needed. good

-men .to’ repair and look aEter her."92 'Those lin actend?nv .

T - .argued that :gcent wartime .condxtions ‘had, demonstrgted ‘the

' 891bid.
9°Ibid., 18 ‘September 1919. ° B R e ~

\'b._vgllbid.; Sas also, Heronv"Labuurism," 60. -

St T 92painy Star, 18 Septe ber - 1919.'




4 transparenE :elationsmp betwaen Wsmess and r.‘ne star.e 1n

rehensible manner. ..If labour Eaxleq to act §

now the result ould onl‘y be ‘a continuatxon Jof the tyranny
busmess mcmop es as’ personified by I:he

Reid family. In this regard the vm:kmgmen s Party was

*
\ "parasitic"
|
1

caréful to deu“aane their con:empc Eor exgloiuveb“

\ nopoli ’ts as ‘e honest bhsi ~who. i

|

lated l:he;.r

/
r. “no’ hunes:v

cGrath, President -of - the Lspu. ccllunented

mployer need : to ‘have any fear of wha,t labm}‘ 1ntends to’

0."93 ; Cn.y \uuonists were ccnscious that existin?

i
Au‘cumstances oEEezed\workers a

1
voices heard. . “The cppcrtunir_y is-at haannd if not

hance tc make thex/&-

g\rasped now may never. again be: available."g"

( opportumty gave an added urgency r.o labour s p:epara-.

°t
\“t_lons durmg the weeks to coma.

\l Fbllowing its Eorma:xon,

‘q\iickly moved r.n /numinate the six candkda\:es “and a

px}*ospecuve slata oE ‘names, was released to the. press

seVéral days 1ater.‘f%sted as c ndidates ‘for St. Jahn's
bbs,\wuliam Linegar, and John

Wesr. wete Michael
caaweu, the st. John s’ Bast candxdates were to be Michael

and duigence. ‘ﬁames o

. .
the "committee-of: fifty",
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Fgley, C.W. Ryan, “and Harry Ba.rtlett.?s In cons‘idetihg’ /

several of these men, the Woxkingmen's Pafty displayed
7Lated-w'th the
over whether to

pressnt ‘VOters . wu:h‘ a conservative element as. embodied in .

much of the political -confusioﬁ ass

l.abo,urist idealogy. Discussion rose:

well-krown "re§psccab1

candxdates / r’to. select st.-rong Mo

uopkers._ It wa ere that the neophyte labouz party

became entanglhd 1n Newfound and's byzanNne party -

polu:h.‘s. wu-.h the mclusmn oﬁ Glbbs as a por_entxal

'candidar_e, r.he w«:rungmen s Pa:ty was vulnerable to‘

utside manipulatio A" Eormer friend oE ol

charges o‘E J

~Edw'raz’dl Horrxs', H:chael 1bbs’ also had ccnnectiohs wiﬂ:

(Richard Sqdir:es, the le der‘of twhe recem;ly £ormed”

beeral—ReE m party.. Rumours .€ ulated t:hat Gibbs and

)Squires ~hoped r.o draw membe:s of the new Aabour parl:y inho

; " . the leera!. Reform fo. d and~ thus sp it a latge percentage

of I:he largely Cachollc, workln X

Thls move would funne]. away. 'support from Prme Mxnxster

class vote in St John's. g

. . SEvening Telegram, 12, 30 September_1919; Michael .

. Gibbs was a St. John's lawyer with a hishcry -0f labour:

_— involvement, see- Chapter 3; William Liregar was presxdenr_,
- % of - the St. John's Journeymen Coopers' Union and a . member
. of the NIWA's ‘Executive Committee; John Cadwell ‘was. an
_ iron moulder :and also a NIWA, .Executive ‘Comittee Member;
J 7 C.W. Ryan was a grocery sto:e ptoprietor and.;a ‘éity
4 e s gouncillor, Harry Bartlett was ‘a building contragtor; B
. Michael’ Foley was. a draper and ‘member:-of - the. Brotherhobd .
‘of Clerks and Assistants (an' NiWA affiliated Foley-was
al'sc.a" former- fisherman at .Cape St. Mary's, .and_ a mill
worker at-Grand Fallg and sydney, Nova Scoyia,. fun g
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Michael Casnin andvkbli‘s Lmeral-Progreine‘ part: 6 Some 5
; NIWA memb\ers reallzed tna): inclision of men such-.as Glbb})

Ryan and Bartlett threahened r.o compromxse the mdepen-
<0 dence of the tledglxng workxngmen s Part( ‘and Lney
-ptoposed a resolunon ‘that only men who perfomed manual
sl B Labour snould pe éllglble for nomination:97 After Eurthér

deba:s it vwas decided to prnmote cand’{dates who were

“‘,r k demonsbrably Eree of any Eormer party allagxance.

‘spurnmg repeated offe:s to Join eit.her r,he beeral-wRefcrm

or beeral ProgressXve par:xes, the labour mo ement chose

to remain 1ndependent and hope tha: ics appeal would prove
“wide - anough to, ’secu:e seats dn the next House of Assembly.

When the Elnal List ‘ot workxngmen s Party candidates was.

~. Linegdr, /Foley, and ..

annbunced fhree ndmess remaxned'

Cadwell;. ail.leg:

tinate labqur leaders.. ALL would contest,

:che electlon' in. St. John's west as thls rxdlng‘contamed

"the’ hlghes:‘conp‘entx"au.on of ,HOE'S ng-class votes.98 |

The Workingmen's™party canpaigned on.a*PTtform which

.Stressed .many” of the ‘social reforms the NIWA had cham-

-7 1 96The Liberal- -Progressive: p’a’rty was ‘the new name’ for
the People's.party as of September 1919. The term Liberal
LT was something of "a rfion: segu:.‘t;ur as the -party ‘in rfeality
g ,represented the cunserva:we merchant class.

% e Te P S
2 # ,_;/ﬁnin Advocat 18 Seytember 1919+ - LSPU - presi-

. dent James. J. McGgath spoke .against. this resolution as he
wanted the-party -to 'appea o the broadest possible |
section cf the ‘working class. __\ -

98Three candidates were ‘to be eleéted in botn r:l.dings
of St. John's west and Basr.. B
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pione‘d in its dt‘:obto-dqyor petition dun:.n.g thf -spring 'of
1918.. These |included a planq consr.;uct housing for
"77 workers, an ei'gh:-houé day, \a mlnimﬁn wage, grea‘te:‘wag’e- .
.equi't:y between working men and wo;nen, legislation to .’I
img;rove factory conditions and enCourage .public ounersl:itp )
" of municipal utilities, the estab_l-i.ir:;ant of a aepézuagh:
o of la’bour, more rigorous l:.axatign of 'exéesé prbf'ts,f and.
) . finélly the repeal of the ,'gut:age to, the (:‘qu_jng mia'n,"'
P %@ " 'Newfoitndland's. Prohibition écc;QB The_greseqce of the ﬁe_w‘
L labour p;r:y on the‘élector_al“ scene focussed a‘t\:e’n‘tlon‘.on
this platform and the gén‘eél cgncerns.gﬁ working p‘eop‘le. jé
Predictably. both s_‘uire;a. and vc’a_'shln attempted : draw away

support from the WorKingmen's:Party with prombses to .Y

. introduce ‘similar docigl reforms:100 At thesame time.
. boih established  parties -:tiedl.r.;) smear the repué.;tions of

the labour candidates by c‘har.ging that’ thé} were m t;e *"-’
enplox -of the very. business intepeﬁts labour purported tgv‘.
oppose . 24 £ Y e BT ;

b . 99ewfoundland held a-national plebiscite on the .

2 . issue of prohibition oh. 30 November -1915 which ‘was' over- '
whelmingly passed, mainly on. the strength of the..Protes- . |
tant " (especially Methodist) vote. . See, Noel, Politics, , | =

‘ 131-32; also, McDonald, "Coaker' and 'the FPU," 190=217./7 L

. 17100por example, see, Evening Telegram, 30 October
. 1919, "To .thewpPeople who work 1in factories,"; Daily Star,
5 ©-. 1 November 1919. ).The pro-Squires Star was'pai dcuIarl'y‘
:-:direct in‘its. appedl; "The newspaper In Newfoundland which
actively and persfistently backed the NIWA, against the

—*Reid Newfoundland Company was-the Star." Workingmen's v
g . Party election posters warned v s this; “Do not be

O"
< a2 T

»led astray now that. Labour's Hour is-‘about toSstrike."
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Judging from the partisan ghetoric to befound, in the

.grouyp "Of St. John's newspapers -i;t/oma by ‘the Jewo,

“Ligpral® partibs’ the. election had r¢-charged \Ne'ufcund-
1and's incerne,cine denomlnationq'l struggle bet:,leen,
Cathollcs and Frotqstants. :[‘hxs animosity threatened r‘:o
undermine “the pglitxcal plans of gthe —zi:y's tlaboul:—,
{ovamen:. Initially, some unxbnlsts had- expressed ‘their“.

concernythat the Workingmen's Parl:y Nould fall vic%im t*

existing Eactlons, the lee(rjl Proqresslve. Libbzal—

Reform, “and ‘Union parties. They argued that this»ba:r.lg .t

_would" push’ tHs How laboﬁ‘r party out -from :he cenpﬁe’ of "

*- public attsnt‘épn ‘while the or.he: three squared off against

one another. This chna}m couyld” have develoged except

-\
that' in September, the beera1-Reform party led by Richard s

Squxres englneered one of the most cynical alllar\_\s in
the h;s»tory of~Néwfoundldnd polxtxcs.wl- With the

annoum:en\ent' that wi].i.i/gm Coaker and his FPU were Eqrma‘ll‘y

to join forces with thé Liberal-Reformists,.Squires had
snsurad thgt’ he would soon be “the Island's’ next pr’i.me

mlnisler.loz “Now instead og having Squues and Coaker

flghtlng for the same P?tesr.anl: vctes the two could.'

concenx:rate their efforts on antxcing Cathcuc defectors.

101por a detaued explan.;tion “of ‘this auiance, see,

McDonald, "Coaker and the FRU," 190 217,

1°2N0e1, pouucs, 143, e o4
. ’ : . ",

T ad" thx:ae cornered" Exgm: between the rughly polarzzed -
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. For St. John's labour: the result ‘of this.pact would prove

“Liberal‘—- B2 g

, dabilitating. of - the two major parr.ies, Cashl_

Froqress&ves had retamed the 1arge,ly Catholic s\.lpport on

- In thé capital city, voters nu.ghr.'

_tation in the south.” 4

LI be éluc:an: to plac

then: support thh a newly B

L wieh an easy overall victory. he Liber 1= Reform and" ¥

lee al- rogressxve par:ies ackno ledged that’ the erkmg—- o

men's Party could be- the: elecimn s’ vulsﬁ card and boch
g:oups attempted to 1ure labou: :epresenta:ives to thau:'

‘ranks, or Eauxng x:hat :o discrgght them publu:ly. The_‘

campaxgn conunued in this vein in/the. weeks precedmg the:

the’ St. John' s.

Suddenly amongst thé ' pagss o

2 daxly press, §§or1es on’ the WOrkanmen s Party ‘were"

conspieuously absent as ‘both ’e‘st;b‘lished .‘parties squght té

% downplay thelabour element.. What” zaports did emerge were

often dXsmissive and condescendmg. In the hattle of t:he .

S v\aditorials, the m-weemy/-rhe Industrial Worker found k4 ]

‘itsélf \hea._ y-outgunned.' Hxsbo.ré.an Ian McDonald has

| . vritten tha

having’ access: to a’ pa:t@ daily neuspaper
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was "the’esséntial’ tool’ for e Tnd in politics in
nwanundTana" *103 " Lacking an- effeqyive medium of - com=
mumcauon “the wo?k&mﬁ s Party failed" co carey its

-message beyond thev

's: core of, Comnutted unmnlsts.

In'the end, voters did align themselvés along ,

denominational lines, with Cashin cékim‘; the Catholié

support, while Protestants e

ln behlnd Squu‘es and
Coaker.104 1n st.. Johri"s three Workingmen's
. Party candxdates trailed. both the. 1b§ral Progr‘essxves “and

beeral—Refom partzes, thh the ].at:ter winning .2

-rxd;ng seats.ms Despu:e tMs setback, boy ad:ishown

‘impressive strength

n‘a, eirst-time elaction) pol fig: 20.8

i wJMCDonald. "Coakez aqﬂ ‘the FRU,

“104n0é1, Pouncs, 143." Cashin retaified all but 3 ot
the 14 Catholic seats, but’ elected only'‘one-member’ in‘a
riding with a Protestant majority. : Tan. McDonald feels
that while sec:arﬂanism did play.a role .in the 1919
. €lection, it was not| the. deciding factor. ° Rathexr it -was
the Squires-Coaker .alliances.apility: to label Cashin a
. pro-Reid, pro-confedetatmn. and pro-St..John's leader.
For Mchnald's .analysis;” see . "Coaker and:the FPU,"-171-
217. o

13\§The resilts for the three seats 'for St. John's
West were as follows:
8quires . (beeral. Refom)
Brownrigg (L-R)
JsR. Bennett (beeral progressive) 1609
Martin ‘(L-P) ¢ ) 174
Campbell (L-R) L . .1658

1954

Mullaly (L-P). *. 1646

Linegar (workxngmen s Pa r.y) 1025 <
+ Cadwell (WP) 933

‘Foley (WP) 877 ”

Tait. (Independent) 2 $102° . L.

»

The £inal standings in th i-mu% of Assembly were Liberal-
Reform 24, L ral—Proqr ssive 12.
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Y
k perm total popular vote. After: :ms decisive

defeat Michael Cashin corceded deFaL and :he Squxres
government’ “took otf\ce on 17 November, . As was cus;oma;y
in, the British parliamentary.system, elected.MHAs chosen

to setve in the cabinet .were required to rum in by-

_elections. ‘Thersfore in' St. Joy’s West both Richard

Squ‘irés ‘and, his" associaté .. Brownrigg (Minister of

-P;nance and Cuscoms) were oblxged to return to the pous

on 22 January 1920.}16 -rms provxded the * city s tabonr

’»movemem: with a- second chance. ‘to contes: seats m the” ‘West~

End. With wo sux:h high prafnle candxdates as squ: 1res and

Aarounngq cne byﬂalectlon was’ bound o' be a' test, of the -

gove:nment 5. scandxng amongst the publ c. - AS’
elecnon was predxctable, St. John s labour: 1eaders
concemplated thejr next move sdon after. the closa oE the

general electmn. Claarly the. cityn s: working class were

vtroubled by the prospect of Eour_years of ‘a Squu‘es~Ccaker

governmem: as .both’ men had baan closely id ntlhed wn:h.

the results of

the November,"election remained-unchangegd
would indeed prove difficult. For it was Coaker who had

repeatedly ‘threatened to transform the capital ‘back into a

1063t  John's West was the only contested' by-election
as the others were awarded to.the -government . by ‘acclama-
tion’ on 20 'December.  See, Evening Telegram, 31 December
1919- .

wp .
R 107The pro-Cashxn Evening Telegram listed- some of °
‘these connect:._ s

on 10 October 1919.

uch, an”

7 the 'comir_\g ~years i
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"wilderness. :and see that “grass :ould grow on Water
S:reet.“ As for Squires, was ‘not he" the true helr
apparent of Edward Mgrrls and his People S Party, an
organization which:had always made use of Reid foney to
further xts ends?, The Reidst! :hemselves knew well whar_ was
at stake and they had always dxsplayed a determinar_mn to
saEeguard their privileged posxt:lon. In the'fac,e ‘of such

a triumvirate J(abour could expect. little ‘in ‘the way of

progressive social, Legleatxcn. The -“golden’ Gpportunity,

oE which many umom.sts had spoken appeared to be sllpping

away, yet one last chance re{mained to place a labour <

g ‘representative on the :£loor’ of the' Assembly.

se].ected‘by ‘an. ov'erwhe‘lming‘mnjonty to be ‘the labo L,

‘Linegqr, the respec:ed president of r.he Journeyine

Befo(e a meeung of t:he Horkmgmen s Party, he'd at’

the LSPU Hall .on-'16 Decembet 1919, Hxlllam Llnegar was
5 -~

c‘andidaée in the upcomlng January by~ e].ecr.n‘:n.

Cx"mper's' Unmn and long time labour actwist, had prov¢gn
hxmseli to be the movement s mosc capable policuuan.
Many ;elt that he represenhed labour's ‘best hope oE

victory in St. John s West._ But there vere serious -

:btbblems tu address. i Tha party s Einances were exhausted

and a lack ot organxzauonal exparnse had probably cost

them votes in.the general electmn. Moreover, Linegar .

woqld be facing none o:her than Richgrd-s’qui:es»himgélf

108gvening Telegram, 1B.Décember 1919. |
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> ) Eor a seat.in t.he West Bnd- Time was running short for.
. the nomxnalions clcsed on iO December and so a speedy
‘/. decipmn was required. (After much internal debate the

wo&thngman s Party chose to contest’ :ne by- elect

‘alongsme one representa:xve Of Cashin's leeral -Progres—- . . \!
sive party in the two seats avaxlable in St. John's West. "’
-The possxbthf such a. coalition became practical once

G _cashln*had”agpe‘ed to ali gSE the labour movemént's concerns

For. pofitical independe;\cé.. The wcrkxngmen‘ Party. were

'careful to stress that xn tnexr cpmion chis arrangement'

_ln no ‘way' compromised labou 's’ autonomy,v whether thxs i

claim can be detended is di(Excult to ‘evaluate. Certainly %

ar:angement was expedxent Eor labour as’ they now had

P access to Cashm s considerable Emances, and the alterna- .

-« tive was r.o wn.hdraw Erom acnve polltical cdntention.

: The beeral P:ogresslves acknowledged Lmegar as "the

a spGCia‘l labcur representative of r.he opposumn and agreed._

s to recognlszm as such .in the Assembly when - elected as

belng the Wo ngen s member:."w9 Tn this regard Linegar

and hxs party were to-remain "free €0 take Jany. stand they

. wxshed to adopt."“o In subsequent meer.ings LmegA/r s

- vcandidacy was ratxfxed by. bo h partles. Jamgs P ™ Martin,

v ths E}ont—running beeral Prcgressive

n: the ’g.eneral :

ecember 1919. 5 g

5 “"Jlbid-,_la December ;1919; Craig Héron suggests that
" J.abour supportars were prlncxpled, on’ the hcls, but’ al].
o * cBo often sxmply naive:" Heron, "Labcurism
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'eltec':\:inn‘, was chosen tn‘j‘oxn‘anegar on - the coauuon
tx,ckeu 11 Even taking .into- conslderation r.he electoral
baoscerism of: pzq-Cashin newspapers, the enthusxasm for
the new alliance seemed. widespread as many cxty labourers

apjrehcly belxeved :nat the workmgmen s Party would<

party machme.l“ ‘Thxs v ew was B ss‘enl:ed in a 1au:er to .

Evenlng legra‘ prqm "R Li.nega

& ¥, % Let me assure
‘..the votes &
‘vpted. for him 4n’ the Genéral Election:_
.and a’ greal: many more. who ‘did not!then
! .c yote <for. him/ because they did ‘no
think that - ths workxngmen s ‘Party:-
would be'elected heing by, itself -and:" '~ -
wn:hout fu 'dsi or f] nancla support. 113 R

" I’.he editof of the

“he will, chdalys

Neus of the Lmegpt—Marnn r.mker. sptead qu)ckly and

.in St. John's the pro—government daxues wasted no l:une m'

attdcking the arrangement. detonals decrying "The
Betrayal of Labour" and “Workats Decei.ved“ were typmal of,
the Squiras Coaker assault.“‘ vl‘r\ese star_éments were,

,countered m a lengthy series oE repues wntten by the

youtnEul .7 R‘ Smalmood

‘Smallwood clatmed that the

recan; upsurga in labour q vism represented a new’

Ulqames T. Martin was, a sr.. John's 'undertaker and
president.of the Star of the Sea smne:y, a Cathouc_
.benevolent, society in‘.the cxty‘/ 5

nzzvenmg Telegram, 23 Decembs: 1919.

[ 1131bid., 20 December 1919.

LR « 114gyanin Advocate, 18 Decamber 19191 ail.! Star, 19»
i ii e

December 191
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understﬁndfng of "the 'Island's political :econoiny; and .that
£ s . B

";he er‘kingmen of St. Jahn;s, partidulg’rly the West End,’
have been educated in labour matcers, inh ‘the ‘past two
years more than in all ‘the years preceding.“115 They now
understood, :he‘";upreme necgsslh{}for labour representa-— y

“ ¥ 3 I
. tion in the, House."116 ' The.consequences of a failure .to.

'secure this representation:were amply cl;a\.;. In the short

monkhs since assuming, the premiership Squires had presided. - .

_, over a’ serxei of rapxd pnce increases ‘in many Baslc

fooﬂstuffs,’ including! Elour, sugar and buttenne (mar- el

ganne) 117 One of the beneﬂcianes oE r.nxs largess was

. Between thém, Squl. es and Coaker owed numerous favours to

those who had wor)(ed r.o put them m poue

-Pc_:uopung the

&ccepted Nau.fouhdland prac: 1ce '

1_: wgs now time to

Dunnq the last Eew day befo;e.the by-electxon both"

traded Lnsu].ts ‘\

£t A Ty 115sven1ng Te2 egram' 30 Decembet 119, R

-llsmm. ; IR BT e LA

117nud., 22 aanua:y 1920.

g s “~Blbid.,, Brownzigg 's oppohents. charged thar. his
taverns had been.allowed. to.remain in business throughout ¥
the war dsspite nha adoptxon of "a national Prohibiuon Acr_ ’

Al Ln<1915.
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N and accusacmns as che outcome remained in doubt. on -

'alectxon day votxng was heavy-and as the early results

" were- tauied less than fifty voces separated a!.l Eour

oamixdat:e.s.l19 But in the end the results agam confirmed—
“ Squires and Brownrigg as the Victors.120 . This. second "

- defeat did not lesse(Linegar s inzer;st in pell

ical

8% ¥ aff. ts ds he continusd hls involvemenu mto the 19205.121

s St. .John's 1abou:. now shxfted t attenuons to munici-

pal puliti.cs as sever;al candxda:es contesued sear.s at’ this
22,

'_ level durmg 1n ear].y 1920

This interest ln the St.

B : John s municipal council wa

3 one cf tne 1egacxes of I:he

e 1 ¢ emergencs oE the labour movemant n Newfoundland's

' . concerning Cariqd\a, J.abounsm 3t1mulated greater work ng- .

‘class 'péx’::iéip‘atf&n . 5 8y

lzorhe :esults of the by-electxon “in s: Joﬂn 5. West @
. :were-as £ollows:.

Squires (Liberal<) Refqm)

“Brownrigg :(L-R)

e - wiMartin’ Liberal-
. Linegar: (L=L=P)
. Linegar. received 22 9 per cenr. oE cha total vote

g four-way racs.

abour-Prog ress ive )

121L1negat T unsucgesstully in. the :1923 gene:al
election—a iberal-L give for St. John's
i . . WBst. ‘In 1924, he was elecr_ed as an anr. Squires Libera-l.-
wigalls -l cqnservar.ive. 5

s 122Edward J.‘whitty, a '1ong".time: NIWA Executive
‘Committée member, rdn unsuccessfully as a'labour.candidate 2 1
0 in " the 1921 -St. John's municipal elections. Ju \Salier o7 &
; .Earle ‘almost gaiqed a mumcipal séat in:=-1925. i “




- g - = .As a movement il: reasserted a faith:in
L radical democracy in the face of .
political-corruption and manipulation .
/and/pcorhaps more importantly, in-th
/ face of new elitist theories of th
I state which were -odeued dn the
% =, privato corpon:wn. 23

I‘.hls rise Xn rad!c&l demogracy to mt.srvene aggress:.vely

im a spha:e of NewEoundLgndé sociul and po.lir.xcal er

- whicl\ had" pzevlously been the enclave oE the ccmunuy s

su:e. Desplcs an ideclogxca la:fom which o::en tended

'Abeurism . Hartlme

of outtage cver 'r.he

'_cgrt_up, ;on and insensiti Vi aE thase in posltions‘ oE

\'.mpo!tanr. links among the

d‘ intluence forge

powerﬂ

s
cu'.y s wotkjng rclnss.. Toger.hsr kﬂlad crafts\mrkers and

J.aba ers discovared .that- thay now had nuch in ccmon, ‘and

? Eurtne: that thu coalu:mn could chanenge r.he systém

. o - In sq‘ Juhn s, the Hothngmen‘s Parzy took advanr.age of
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S _‘ T The Last Years: The Declme of | the NIWA

Newfoundland entered the \second decade - of the

cwentxeth century” in a- precarmus economic state.:' The

transitlon from a buuyant wartime - economy ‘whxch had

exceedeﬂ all prevmus trade. records. to one of peacenms‘

austsnty ptoved to be extremely dxf[icult.

.lmuted»econ ic base dependent on resoutce xndustnes,

T > 'Ene3 .colonyb as vulnerable tc e)@e nal mazket Eorcas._

Certalnly the® consequence

W downr.urn .were experxenced elsewhere, b,u, as ‘one §hglish

e _'countnes ha's the change

fcllowzng the afbarmath o

- —_ Newfcundland.'_'l

Euture ngm-. offex. R Back in l?la,. the NewEoundland Boaci

i . v Y Tl Th1s ungrecedented posxtion in the

p 7 trade of the -Dominién is due lax‘gely,?

o e . if not wholly, to -war-conditions. We -~
s T “are essentially a cqunr.ry producing

et e N .
© T lrne Times (L8hon) 18, July “Joz1.n Reptinted in’the
e o & Evening Telagram (st ‘John's), 18 August‘lgzl. -

Due to- a‘

of a wprldwlde economic’

T By




food and raw materials that hav
T . ' :in great demand through ‘the conditions C e
of war prevaxl;ng on the Eurupean *.
Continent, and the, prosperity is

largely attributable to the inter-"=

g Yy . ference ‘that these conditions have.had
: on.the operations of our principal
campetxr.ors.Z

rnings many failed tolgrasp the' ominous

- Desp;te r.hese

ramlficatxons~ of pos:wir s-Iump. Much. of :He ‘profit £rom

Newfoundland.'s wart}me commodlr.y trade surplus was not re-

8 econpmy 5.

exbu'ris,_sucn as sall: cod,” began r.o Eluc:uate thers was

o‘v ri e»_ther_ doy nv}an &

‘colony. equﬂ retain ;1'.'.3 ,prominent pgs;i_l:iorr in” the sa;tfxsh. ¥

NewE ’undj.ahr;l 'v;as

now 'sta‘r_ting . 6 be;ie‘alize

”ZNewEounéliand Board of Trade, ;Anﬁda’i Repoit; 1918

J\)avid AL Alexander,. "NewEoundland! Traditional-
Economy and Devalopmant ‘to 1934," Acadiensi » 5°.(2)1976;
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4 ' “Norwegian and Icelandic competitors."S The critical
’ export markets in Portugal, spain,‘ .Greece, Italy’, as well
as South America and the Caribbean were in sharp deckine
compared to World War I.6 Compounding these difficulties
was a poor fishery in terms Qf Eish stocks, e'spe'cxauy
when. compared to the outstanding bounties of tha‘lattet“
war years. ‘l.:,xport revenues derived E:mn‘ the cod 'E.ishery
7 ) EB!.J. Eroln a rs:ozd high oE nearly $26 milllon in 1918-1919

ta $13 munon in 1920419421 a7 Aqain the transition .from

T 'war'ime prcspenty to postwar disaster vas ‘dramatic.

. Outport Eishermen who had for. th’é Hrst time Aenjcyed an

g« T ;: e mcomeigreatar "Ehan_ Lhey required Eot immedlate necés-

sxr.ies_, now - kound themselves returned to their customary
e

5, star.é.of economic dependence.a ln national- terms, this
Vtove‘r;u loss oi revenue was’ devastating. Summarumg the

. colony's postv{ar Eknancml posxucn, hlstoryan S.J:R. Noel -

ha wrllten' :

. AEEhE Eive successive years: of rising
~ government revenue and balanced
budgets,. for fiscal year 1920-1 the
financial returns disclosed am
_unprecedented defxcﬁxt of $4‘ 271,474--

% e 5'buv.id Alexander, The .Decay of Trade: An Economic
~History'of “the Newfoundland Saltfish Trade, 1935-1965,
e " Newfoundland-Social and Economic sStudies, No. 19 _(St.

i P + John's: Memoriu University of Newfoundland, 1977) 1.

: _5Newfcun5uand, Ecard of Trade, :Annual Regorf., 1919, 6=
14. = . =] .

Tamulree Regort", Ty - s "
(ETI . .8ibid., 6. . o ot o o
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a‘vas.tjbgusg in proportion to total
revenue, which amounted to only
o $8,438,039.9

The downturn in the Eishery was not the only problem

Nuir.n which the colony had to contend. With the outcome of

the war decide Newfoundland was now forced to address

the problem of its substantial foreign debt -amassed during

the conflict. This amounted to'$1.75 million annually for

‘the principal loans and related service ‘charges, which

placed a heavy ‘burden on the government. 10 . In addition to

the war debt,. the Ne'wfoun'dxand railvay continued to driin

the national creasury of millions of dollars. In ‘June”

1920, the Rexd Newfoundland Company informed the Squxres

government :ha: \rhless the r:auway tece:.ved extended

financial support the Company would default on its

contract. As a‘result of this threat the railway received

,a loan of"$1.5 million ahd a* cnmmitment to cover net

losses of over $100,000 4)\ year.I1: .In return for

‘this ,immediate fmancxal support Rexd Newfoundland placed

* the management.of r.he raxlroad in the hands of a joint

—_— : g . * .
- 95,3, R.<Noel, ‘Politics  in Newfcundland (&oron’té:
llniverslty of Toronto Press, 1971) 151,

quiry,” in Newfoundland in the' Nineteenth and Twentieth
Cantu,r:ies- Essays_ in Interpretation, ed. James -Hiller,

te.

1lyames vk
'1949," Newfound
(1981) . 22y

,. Pamphlet, No. 6,

nd Historxcal Societ!

Neary (T rontox Un yerslty'ct Toronto Press,

s B “10R . ww Elliott) "NevEoundland Politics in thé 1920s:’’
The Ganesis and Significance of.the Hollis Walker, En-

L '
llez:, "The Newfound*and Railway, 188l- !
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commission of government and icompany " representatxves,
B headéd by R.C. Morgan of the CPR. 12 For’ Reid' ‘Neuf’oundland
, o i

_this developmanc was onuhase l‘.‘n the ‘Company's long. range
plans tc rid n‘.seli of the rbqunsibilxty for ,the t:‘ansln—-

sular raxlway. Although ther had besn unprecedented

s increasingly obvious :ha; the Rém empire was a corporate
1Y

“house -of ‘¢ards". Liable to topblle “without some ad{ustment

in ' the terms of its o:jginéf mandate. - Therjfore the

: /,j Company was anxious to shed the nurden@x:s contractyal

i

commitments to. the lsland's A& anspot-tatxon system and*

2 * B et instead’ concentrate on .more romlsxng rescurce~based 7
e ~

- h pro]ects, such as plans for . a pulp and paper nuu -on’.the
colony's west caast:‘13 To l’.hls end ‘Reid* Newfoundland ‘had
_ac:ively pursued several ’ optxon t?ﬁdwest itself “of its’

R major service industry holdmgs.\“ ‘One scheme env:swned-
4 a 7

- 12vwReport of R.C. Morgan, ., on Rallway'cperation

. 7in Newfoundland," 20 January 19%7 . ournal the Houss
of. Assembly, 24 (3) 1922, Append s L

" L 13por .a .discussion of ‘Reid ewfeundl_and's invistnent; &

plans on.'the west coast of the Island see, J.K. Hiller,

"Newsprint Politics:. . The Newfoundland Pulp.and Paper

Industry, 1915-1939, unpubllshed :esearch pape;..\Memozial
N w Universlcy of :Newfoundland, 1986 e

N Tapane ?NCP,,-CDrresponden—ce Box (1915 1917)'

Letter from Reid to Gunn Richards Ltd.; fontreal
. November 1 Reid ewfoundland Company had onl ing
discussions“with govetfnment [officials regarding the
- purchase of the Company's assets of the St. John!s Liqht

’ and Power Company starting in/1917. The Light 'and 'Power
Company. owned and operated/:hé city's streetcars ‘and
provided the city's hydro- electnc{ty. Ry

-

abnEne £or ke ;auroad during| she wa:, 1: was bécominq %
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selling off the railway to.Canadian interests_ as part of

an Lntrlcate confederanon agreement.

. /2 Throughout the war.years and into I:he 1920s Rexd New-

oundland had contxnued to work : towa %s the . expanszcn of

its resource arud land - claxms, while j ackxng away frcm\the

‘sector which- had £ rst broug‘ht thé corporation national

i
praminence. Af.v;e: constant demands for ever greate’r

Company Ein,a_lly,v-:eneg,ed on its rai

1923, undet 'thé_ terms 'of the Railwa sac:lemenc Act; the-
" Réid Newfoundland .Company "retired absolutely from all

P L t’ranspd:cation‘(including express) operations in, from and

" to the Colany and” Ercm r.he dockmg ‘business in NewfoundA

" i i 1and."15 n ‘accotdance thh the ‘colony's political

5 eragi;ians, this relea.se was nol: secured witfiout con-

siderable-xfclitlcal ~1n\:rlgue. 6 .As a result, .Reid

ewfoundland ‘was “Ex;éed: from the constraints-of its

oon:ractual obliqatlons,. but to no avail. Financially

akened,” and operanng in a severely depressed economm

climate, the Company gambled o romoting two massive

resourca devalopmsnt sehemes only to sink 1nto :eceivar-

s!up in‘1931. Ty:o years 1atex: when the Amuque commssion

3 A
0 3
. ~15Amulree Report, 67.

161n order’ to" secure .the success of -the Humber River

project ‘the Squires government was forced to pravide the

Reid Newfoundland Company with a -lenient: release from

5 their contractual obligations to:the railrfoad.. See,
K Hiller; "Newsprint Politics," 12-13. . Sl *

2% g railroad subsidxes and operatlonzl concessmns, the..

way. contracts. . In
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released its report on the vc_glo'ny'_ “economy it was calcu-

lated that the railway had cost adi estimated $42,500,000
i (between 1875 and 1932) of which 535,500,000 had been
.provided [‘s:ou; lodns. The railway had contPibuted “over™
éne~th1r§ of the public debt of the Island."l7 e
caution,ar}y words of nineteenth-century merchants regarding‘

5 the Failway and the probability that..it would\resu{t in

5 o W _‘bonﬁederaticn with Canada would Qoon(i% realized k

Reids’ and theu‘ Company, the ma)/r.»b nefieiarxe ¥

grand scheme, the: railroad had offef‘i the oppo"

wield enormous power, and mfluence over r.he Newfaund[and
pohtxcal economy for some 40 years.'

In' k. ‘John's .itself the collapse of 'the national

e B e sconomy‘quickly' translated -intd Eactory closings -and

serious losses for Eava il Budtness. . “Th Wik regular

dispatch to the British Colonial Office» for fall 1_920,

\
S
Governot Alexander Harris expressed his growing concerng

‘for the colony' ®oEg g %

At 'the presen\: time there xs no
questlon that ‘business on Water Street

.is extremely restricted. - There is" \a
general sense of doubt and* insecurity —-*

vad Whlch according,. to good infdérmation is’

. more marked than ‘it has:been.for five, |

Nand’ twenty yéars or perha%s even. i
ithin business tepollgcc1cn. !

The .1ist. of imanufacturing industries’ announcing ‘that

= - 17amulree Report,\67-68. T AN .

lﬂareac Britain.. . Colonial ofnce (C.0.) 194/296,
.+ Harris to Milner, 30 September 1920.. g o
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operations -would be reduced to “short time," or temporr
arily closed altogether, reached alarming proportions.

“ plants that manufactured products ranging Erom durable
goods, such as foo’twear, to fresh foods, such as breads
and biscuits, indicated’a serious loss in sales.l? . The
.economic-depression continued as more Eactones reduced
|their payrolls forcing still more workers into r.he ranks
cf the unemplcyed. . Retaxl store clerks along Water Street
soon Eound themselves without jobs as the unemployed could'
not hope to sustain the market 'for manufactured good§.2°_
By 1921, ‘several of the oldest and most.established of St.
John's Eaétofie‘s clqsegﬂ their doors. ' The Newfoundland.
Knitting Company and the ‘Impefial fabacco Company both
ceased operations throwing hundreds: out of work, most .of
whom were women operatives.2l Added to this list of
husir;ess casualties was the Colonial Cordage Company’,
‘manufacturer of most of the Fishiné nets and twi‘rie used ‘in
the national £ishing i.r’rclust:ry.22 ' The city's waterfronit,

. until recently ‘a bustling centre of commercial abtivity,

. 'was now underutilizad as waterEront workers waited in vain.

19£ven£ng Telegram, 9,113 .November 1920.. 1l
2°rnxd.. 17 December 1920.

2‘lm\lglL, EB/B-/H., Newfouv\dland Board oE Trade,
Cpr:espondsnce, Box 12, File 10. Letter E:om E A.' Payne -
to'A. Harris,.12 May 192L. | , k s

22Evemn Tela ram,’ 10 June 19217
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for the next schoonér 6r steamship.23’ .

For the St. -John's worKing class these developments
had, in the space of eighteen months, placed in jéopardy.
: au of the proqresslve changes secured dunng the latter

lsta.ge‘s of .the wap. ‘As the Neu[oundland Board oE Trads

“dryly -'nbt’ed’,_th’e’ cost-of-living had drcpped from its

._ wattme celling, hut these figures wers easxly outwalqhed

EGr Newipundland workars :by “the numbers of thcse out “of

s An editorial in the .Ev&nh\g Teleg am otfered a

vork : 2

succinct appraisal, J’Neven in mode:n yanrs * has therd been -
su;:h unepip.loymant and hard tmas. as the past’ faLl ,and
presen: winter.n25 The' plxght oE :hese unempluyed was
murored in. the demand ior chlntable support whlch rose

: almost s per cent Ezon the winr.er of 1920° 2" Those

workers seekinq jobs outside St. John's in - the pul‘p and

pa‘er operations in co-nunu:ias such as Badge‘r‘,' Grand

Falls, of "in_the Bell Island' iron ore mines, Eéund these

avenues clo'ued‘as these mdustrias curtailsd their

pr’oduccion..zf T:adiuonal emigrnion r.o Cape Breton and

23lbld., 19 November 1921. . il

e 24PML, £8/8/11, File 2 ‘NéwEoundland Board of Trade;
14. January 1921: i g

: 25Bvenxlng Telagrum, 24 Pab:uaty 1921. IR
‘26pANL,. GN '1/3/A, File 33, Governor's Office.
Hlscellaneous Despa:ches and Lccal Corrupondenee, 19 "May
1921.

2‘7Bven'ing rqxagram,' 14' Sep:anbaz 19;}.
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‘the ""Boston. States" .of New England was also sharply
‘reduced as Canadian and American.immigration authorities

'jmp_e_ded the :egular influx of "sojourning" Newfound-

s - & -
Landers.28 But not ‘ajl workers sought to leave the Island

to’ seek an improvemen

" chose' to stay and £ight. With this premiture onsliught of

Lhe ‘Grea: pre lar}"' in

bltterly con:ested labour strqules . Ecughr. both by

. crat:sworkers and the unskilled, 'in an atcempt to maintain

their way of uEe.
Prior to the spr:ing 1921 wave oE scnke accivlty

uhxch was, to chnracterue the worker's eEEcrts LD retain

their -~ lxvelihood, a_new labour‘group was formed to

represent’ the concerns. of the city's jonléss. Known as

the unemployed Horkets' ca-anutcee, the group was organized

. by Sc. John's labour 1eaders, mcludmg pronunent repre—

- member Edward '.I ﬂhu:l:y and NIHA Ladles‘ Branch presldent .

santanan from the Nev:oundland Indus:nal Horkers‘

Assocxation.29 son”18 Aprlr NIWA Executlve Committee:

Julu Salter Earle were amonq r.he gzoup whlch éddressed an

zape:er Neary, “cqnadxan Immigra fon Pollcy ‘ahd ‘the
Newfoundlanders, 1912-1939, Acadiensis, lf 2 (spring
1982), 69-83.' -

.. 29The Unempl.oyed Horkers

Cumm'r.'cee»was “an ‘ad_hoc

'organizatlon of .labour groups, religious and. social

service representqtives formed -in. spring, 1921. - See also,
PANL, l/Z/A- Files 20-32 (1921).- LR Nl

in their situat'ions as many instead

land cama a serles of

-



- overflow crowd of city workers.30 The new. Committee
. sougnt to draw the a::enuons Qof municipal councuors and
MHAS to the pressing :need for sufficient funding for

. § © relief projects to supply work for able+<bodied men and

women. This lobbying effort met with- some success as :hs

government alloca:ed SXSB 000 for reler work ln-

',’snzuced a temporary employn\ent bureau fu: r.lnose sesklng
such te‘hef 31 But su::h Eundmg was;not forthccmxng untu\
B city:labourers gave ;ome indication 06 cneu de:ermination

; o o . to be treated Ealrl-y. A;lazge delegamomof unemployed

o E citizens stormed the House' of I\Ssembly and demanded that

prime Minister. Squires take up his promlses to aid ‘the

B . destn:ute. ‘William. Smith, a Canadian government ofEicl%l

St. :John' s and presen: in the Hnuse

T g oae c_ondu«;ung business if

at the time, d‘esézibedl the protest: . 5 i .

Some thousand or more"strikers

« gathered.'in -front of the legislative ': P
w5 “building, and when the house opened;’

5 Bl as many ‘as coutd find room crowded &9

’ into the galleries. Three of their

ot 1 ‘leaders addré&ssed .the Premier in. the

e ] . ' chamber, denouncing him For his'

I g conduct towards ‘them, and demanding

5 & . that their -reguests should be -gon-

) : ceded.... The whole town vag, in a
3 : . " state of disorder.32

This was only to be:-the beginning of an intensval period o

+ ' ' 30Bvening.Telegram, A9 April  1921:
i i 2 — .
i 3l1bid., 26 Apr 921. - LT

32g.R, rorfes, ed., "Newfoundland Politics in 1921: B
‘A Canadian View," Acadiensis, 9, 1 (Autumn 1979), '95-103.
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protest'dunng the. Eollowxng -year as un;onlsts launched a

sanes oE majpr' strikes.

e g ™ I,n‘M_ay 1921, St. John's

longshoremen struck. in

protest ov‘er a decision' by the‘ city"s Employers‘ Protec-

Liva Assocxauan ‘to. reduce waterfront wages by up to 23

er cent.33 Af:er r.ne nerchants “backtracked on a_tem- o

-
'potary settlement, a second strike ensued and th:\s .

confrcntations between union workers/amd

strikebreakers.34 so charged “was the acmosphe‘ »in the *

clty thut sailors mm two Britis “warships in port were

paraded‘ along water street "tc hnpose ‘a chack on passible

powerful and ‘influential “union

‘;xo:s. *35  The :fact tn

such as the‘LSPU‘ua‘sﬁ 'eady, to accept slgnxfxcant wage cuts .

An g rn for.- contxnued uo(k 15 mdxcat,we of the serwus-

nes; ot’ ‘this economic crisxs. st. John s - crafr_sworkers

Jolned the Hay ‘protests when members of the Internatxonal‘

Typographical Union' truck city daxhes when I:he news-

papezs :efused r.o ccnsxder ‘a ‘new cont-racr. that would

. provide. a ‘closed “shop énd a 44-hour veek.35 The pnnr.ers

g 337he’ EmploysrsDPror.sctxva Associaq@n was formed in
& 1914 specxfically to combat the powertul LSPU.

34paNL, B/8/B/11, . Box 13, File 13, ‘Newfoundland Board ¢
of Trade, Correspondence. 1921.

220 ' 35Forbes, "Newfoundland Pulltics in 1921," 96-97.
36interview with -Albert Jy Shapter by Rolf Hatten-

hauer, 13 May 1967, Memorial University Folklore ‘and
Language Archives. (MUNFLA), tape C-7223, Shapter's .
- *  comments-may indicate- the ITU executives in'the United
Scatea failed to understand che severity of che ecoriomic
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\ . ' established.a rival newspaper, i;h/e Daily Unionist, for the
Exrst manth oE the dlspute zn an ar.tempt to publicize

thelr arguments but employers, reahzmg that r.he locax

‘econramy ensured a yady supply of replacement workers

- ref sed o ,alter their stand .37 This xmpasse was never

‘pri ssmen ‘wete fnrced to‘return to theu“ Jobs, or m r.he‘

R B “end’ “to- leave” :h' island 35 The'mooq "of pmnesn was"_pot

Falls staged a massxve p:otest ©

downturn mr Newtoundland, and by - ordering the St. John s
T— 7 " . Local 703 to_press for a 44-hour week, ‘displayed an
i # R - insensitiyity to_the ‘needs of. the. loca.l job-situation. .In
.+ this regard, the ITU's activities in St. John's resemble
5 “the  North. An\encan pattern of printers' strikes 'in their
N % - battle to ‘secure Shorter- working hoyr's. Se€, Gregory S. .
.’Keéaley, "Work Control, the Labour Process;. and Nineteenth
Century Canadian l’r:lm:er:sl in On The Job: Confronting‘
the Labour’ Process ih Canada, ed. Craig Heron and ‘Robert
s:orey (Mon;reai McGill-Queen's'University Press, 1986),
For . an analysis of the 1921 44- hour .printers’
) stnke in Toronto ,see, Sally <Fo Ierker, The'Rise and Fall
B .“ . of the Toronto Typo hical Unioh,. 1832-1972: -A Case .
eign Domination,(l‘o:ontc. University of
5 - " Torénto Press, .1982), 17E~204; also on Toronto see,
o & }whard Allen, The Social Passion: Religion and Social
‘ Reform in Canada, 1914-28 (Toronto. univ }r.y of . Toronto
3 Press, 1971), 175- 196.

37PANL. PS/IE, Box 1, The Daxlx Unmm.st, 12; Xssues
[N Erom +2' May 1921.

- 38a% ‘the pnnr.ers' striké continued Ecr many months,
row R a large number of. union members were forced to leave. the
‘Island in‘search of ‘work. Shapter himself found work in -
Sydney, Halifax, New York City, and waterbury, COnnécncut.




movement

"econon

uéi@inai terms.39 With one major loss following another,

the prospect for Newfoundland workers looked bléak. This

pa::ern o! ‘utrike activxty denonsr.ra:ad the labour

Tdeterninatxon €6 continue. théir struggles

"‘des-gite a‘disaatrdhs economic collapse. The unpresslve
“sol idarity exmbued by workers in these defensive battles’

was in many wayn indlcatxva of the residual sr.rength oE

nurxng r.he aarly 1 S r.ha NIWA continued to ptess

Eorward with, its ‘mandate of progreasive social measures.»

‘Membershlp statistics are sketchy, but the Associatien did

retam much ‘of its membership in St:. John's" an.d in its

‘three pnncipal atﬁuatad branchas jn Hhir_bourne. Grand

‘Falls, .and Por - .+ - an: int. of. thé NIWA and

it acr.ivn.ias 1n the imedia:e postwar perxod, written &n
thq 19305, places manbezship at approximacely "3, 000 in
)921 40 Contemporary newspaper xefetances mdu:ar.e r.he
Aasociauqn continued to hpld rogularky scheduled meet-

ings, both for the gereral membership and 'f_or_ihg‘sxecu-

< 39t Grand Falls, the striking unions weis the
International Brotherhood of Pulp, sulphite and Paper Mill
Workers  (Local 63), the Intarnaticna! Brotherhood of.Paper

Makers (Local 88), and_t] e Internutionnl Brotherhood éf .

Elactrical Workers (Local 1097). .

“'George H. TucKer, "The . Old NIWA, " The Book of
Newfoundland, vol, 1, ed. J.R. Smauwood St. John's:
Newfoundland Book Publishers, 1937),’2(79 a*r %

. =N
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tive Committee well into the, 1930s. Alor;gside their

* involvement in"the Unemployed Workers' Commxttee, ‘the NIWA
had represen:acmn on the Central Chantable Comm\tl:ee, a
hody consisting of relxgxous, social, and laboun organiza-
tions whlch administered to " the needs o( working- class
relxef pmjectsfn Zol“owlng r.he ‘traditions estabhshed

du’r:-ihg\\he ‘war’yea\s, the Association sustalned its

excensive lobbying pracuces m ma:ters such as a deparf.—'

ment- of labour, mxmmum wage 1egxslauon, nand damands Eor,

, anzeaséd tariff protection .for ‘local manuEacturing K

SE mdustnes.“ In. terms oE ‘the*local .labour’ movement INIWA

co itr.ee \members proueeded w&th their plans to organize

cu:y, unions into a local trades and labou ccuncu. x There_

i Xl some mdxcatxon tnat draft proposals -Ecr/a 'l‘LC con-

were distributed ‘to pari‘.i.txpat)ng unions durinq

stxtutlo[
the summer ‘and”fall.of 1%43 e

the early stages of Newfoundland's eccnomlc

f the'Associatipn's most successful projects,

-the Con:sume'r's Co-'o‘p‘erative‘ Society, Eemainéd a l:h‘r-iving’

s

41rbid., The Central: Char:xtable.committee was an. ad
hoc organization of labour groups, religious and soeial~
seryice representatives. See, PANL, Ps/a/u, Box 13, File
15, December 1921. " 8

42por example see, »Evenihg‘ Talegiém, H‘Febr.i.lary, 27
. May 1921. . o T g o w e
’ A3Minutes of the Internationa ypographical ‘Union,
Local 703, 19 Jug 24 October.:1921. _ Located ‘in the
Rolf Hattenhauer, Labour Collection, Céntre for New-
Eoundland Studxes, Memorial Universny. §° 5§
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operation. Launched 4n October 1918, :he'sacie:y was-an
atr.empr. to offer workers an alternative l:o shopping 'in -
reca;; stores owned by watet Street merchahts.44 Loosely

modelled- on the British Co-operative Association'and the

" so-called "Rochdale System," the:Co-operative Society was

" wholly owned and operated under the auspices of an elfféed
c;)mmitteg- draéin Erom NIWA members.45 The venture was an
inuned-iatle success, and in November 1919 «the‘oberation was
expanded, while at the same time a. healthy stock dividend

E was declared. Despn:e a fmanctal stacement to the ‘Co-
operativa Sm:xety s 1921 annual meeting which descrlbed
r.he‘ oparatxon as "do g well," the' overall weakness Ln the'

John s local ecnnnmy durxng thxs period consplred to
tov:ce the business into bankruptcy by sg‘r\:ng 1922.46 “The
reason for this appears to have been r.he extensive
expansion undertaken in,.r,he enthusiasm days of the
project's early stages hich left the. co-operative ‘

vulneralfle to the narket cOl].apse in the 19205.47 wu:h

445voning Advocate (St. John's), 12 October. 1918.
The store sold general merchandise and foodstuffs.

45The' Industrial Worker (St. John's), vol. 1, No. 1,
XB May 1918; Tucker, "The Old NIWA," 280 81.

46% Evening Telegram, 30 March 1921., v

47soma -discussion has centred on the NIWA'S choxce of

a ‘manager for their co-operative store.. Edward J. Whitty

was .thé first man to fill this position, but contrary to,

some sources,. Whitty was apparently experienced in. the

ail business and.-the store wag successful untu the
most severe. years of the  depression of the 1920s:

&
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the demise\of the Co-operative Society in St. John's,
working-class citizens lést- a valuable support structur\e.
The severe natur_e of the postwar depression had caught
both govérnment and social service officials ill-prepared
to cope with the numbers of destitute families.

. Gradually as the depression continued thé virality of

.the NIWA, and that of the St. John's lahour movemant: in

general, 'was drained. with each Haditionsl Tydafiof un—'

x'elem;.ing economlc crisis. Although N!HA members at—
tempted (] continue ‘their efforts for social reforms and
the pzopagatlon of the. mdust:kal union concept, u: was
becoming clear that the sxtuatxcm callad Eor pragmatic
decisions desxgned to ensure the survival of the Assocla-
tion 1r.self. The 'vanous shop committees thab represented
segments Of craftworkers and factory oper‘\twes continued
to meet witn. employers one_r’ contractual .and shop—fkoor
issues, but géngra-lly labour was fo longer in .a position®

- 3 . 2 . .
to bargain effectively. The number of strike actions

" called against St. John's businesses fell drastically. as

w\quezs_ were forced tovvfight defensive struggles ﬁo

years.. In 1924, news oE a series cf major‘ r.rlk

prevent the erosion of what theéy had won in the latter w?

‘connected with a large construc:ion pro;ect to, build a
paper mill at Corner Brook served to draw the comparlson

between" that rsgion‘s economic activity and \:ne; relative
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stagnation in St. John's.48 The Humber|strikes eventually
involved several thousand workers most \\of whom were
unski‘lled labourers.49 In the capit‘al, he NIWA still
}:etalned many-of tpe skilled trades- assoqu:ed with’ the

gNewfoundland Raxlway. "As the wave bE unmn activity

recgded, ' the Association 'Hithdrew to its original sourCe
2 ; B Vg ) i \ g
7 ~'of inspiration amongst these craftsworker$.30 vet even
hete the influk of the international railway unions began

: to attract former NIWA members.S5l Loe

& activism to be experienced dur’ing. he 1920s occiirred when

organization. On 5 April news arnved m ‘the capn:al cn:y

that'a group of unionists in Grand Falls had organized a

48pyening Telegiam, 27 wlicn, 13 april| 1924, _ -

1 v 49Newspapér  sources indicate that the strike was;
S v - . generally unsuccessful :and . in the end the wqrkers. accepted
g the original terms. See, Bvam.ng Telegram, |19 July, 1, 2,
4. August 1924; Tensions between. copstructiop gang-workers

. and their employers hiad been. sparked by an earlier
incident involving “the death of ', young labourer which led

L. ﬂb‘subsequent P ’;asts over - workxng cond\xtions. see,
-Malcolm: MacLeod, “A ‘Death at Deer Lake: - Catalyst of a’

= Forgo:ten Newfoundland . Work, Stoppage, 1924," »Labour(Le’
W Travau, 16 ‘(Fall 1985), 179- 191°% P’ : : 3
i c. 5°Inter'view with Irving ' and Frank Fogwill by R:
Hattenhauef,, 10:.July 1967, MUNFLA, tape| C-7229. The
Fogwills suggest that for'a. short period of time the' NIWA

. . coexisted with the intefnational railwady #nions, but
+ 'eventually the workers Eelt more. secure in the railway
. brotherhoods. S 2

Slpor a Hsting of the Exrsr. g:oup of internauonal

7. In early. 1925, one -of the last £lolirishes. of “labour'

‘another™ attempt was made r.o ‘form an’ Island-wide. Labour

railway brot ,to.enter 1and, sge 3.
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labour council wi‘th ‘the 1ntent10n SE developing btanch

< memberships throughout the colony. The founding resolu-

- - tion- of this organl?atlon as outlined in-‘its g.eneral.
mandate included vag\’:e statements suggesting that it was

“ to ‘encompass,_ workers from all backgrounds in an effort to.

5 » . encourage cp-opetation in furthering the standards o-t’ the °

: working class.52 The £ollowing week newspapers in st

PARY -

John s carried articles descrlblng this new group, now

formally known as the Newfoundland Federal’.;en; of - Labour 53

- . i3
) . Exclted NIWA execut\(ves in St. aohn s wired their con-

gratulatlons to the Grand Falfhs group and squestsd( that ) ‘_
many here are. mterested "54 LThe impetus for tihbe NFL was .
largely sEESibutable s Ehe organizing /sik,izls’»af‘y‘oun'g_

L,J.R. Smallwood who had been SCETeE td :he_papeniiu"t\owﬁ

of Gran&‘?;alls since returning to! Newfoundland Erom’ the
United States in February 1925.55 smauwaod had parlayed

a hugely successful drive to re-organize the sr.nke-

5 o= s
v g weakened. International Brctherhocd of Pulp, sulphlteq and R

- < 5 .

" g, 522vening Texegram, 11 Aprxl 1925.

L 531md., 13. April 1925, .

TN L] -541bid., Gsorge He Tucker,. therr NIWA vice-president,
: g wrir.ing to the Grand Falls union leaders.” | &

d S5Interview with Cyril Strong by R. Hattenhauer, 13

5 i .May 1967, MUNFLA,. tape C-7223; Ricﬁyard Gwyn, .Smallwood:

” The' Unlikely Revolutionary (Torontoi McClelland and 2}

° " -, Stewart, 1968), 37; J.R. Smallwood, I Chose Canada: _The N

5 Memoirs of the Honourable Joseph R. "Joey" Smallwood

(Toronto: "Macmillan, 1973), 152-54. . ’




for beg«een r.hamselveu the mpu and NIWA had - represented

in sed i ion co-of ation in order to develop ay %

; B w24
Paper Mill Workers.56 As_fur‘r.hat details‘ of the NFL
Fnachod st. ..‘m'hn's. unions many considered this movement to
be labour's best oppof;u'ni:y to re-capture the vitality of

the World War I years and that era's move towards in-

o dustrial unionism. By the end of April, mee:ings,qera

- held' in:st. John s to affiliate city unions \uth the

Féderation. Th‘e list of o:qanizauons wulmq to join
this new group pzo\rtdes some | indicatian of the desire to

maxn:ain soms Eorm o{ aollectiva uctivity durmg these

years of ac qom‘ epressxon. Theae inc].uﬂed reprssenta--

tives from the postal workers, prlnte:s. carpenters and

:jolnats. ttuckmsn, talagraphets, and finally both tha Ls!’u

_and.NIWA.57  This rush to- aEhUate with the NFL also

suadests Just How uukened ‘was the-city's union movement,

r._hq bulk .of orgam@zed labour during the war years. Both

'had shared a Eumidable 'Eeputatioﬁ for their Hillingness

to under:tnka Job actions to-help .inanate cnanges xnuthe — e
work placa and ‘the 1ntroducHon of prograssive social .‘
reform. In :his regard the Nautoundland Federatxon of )
Labour Eallowed the examplea of the 1ongshoremsn and *

!ndustrla!. workers as..the new ozganizatlon called for

55Gwin; Unlikely Revolutionary, 37-38.

g 57gvening Telegram,- 39 April, 9 May 1925. The motign
to joln with the NFL passed unanimously, "at the. best

at:anded naeting for some years."
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effective lobby group which would speak for the Island's
_workihg class.58 Further support for this notion was
gained when Julia Salter Earle led her NIWA Ladies' Branch

. . into the Federation.59 Now the NFL could claim an
impressive cross :;ction of workers drawn from an exten-
sive range of occupational backgrounds.60

With such a dramatic ‘alignment of union organizations’
behind the Federatxon the movement appeared poised to have
a sxgmficant influence on Euture developments. Yet . the'
NFL soon fell victin to its own initial success. ‘The
Federation _lacked sufEicient- long-range planning-.and

--‘quesr.ions rema‘in as to the leadersnip it .attracted. -

K ; Confusion also remains ‘as Qo whether _the .NFL was able tov

J , * take advantage of ‘the experienced 1abour orgamzers 1n St.

» John s .as_ Xt may have largely depended on'. the talents of
activists. recruited outside the capital. 61 AlsovoE

primary vimportanca was .thé ext:emely marginal nature of

5 *581bid., 1 May 1925.

591bid., 4,77 May 1925.

“ 60one of Smallwood's NFL organizing’ trips to talk to

miners on Bell Island was reported 'in the One Big Union
1 U Bulletin (Winnipeg), 21 May 1925. The article was
% : entitled."Another Chapter of Besco Serfdom.”

5lsma11wood's ‘temperamental personality .had caused
¢ some friction during this brief tenure as an. editor 6f The
8 ey Industrial Worker in fall 1919, Perhaps this animosIty .
. had some Influence of the lack of co-operauon between-
Grand Falls.and St. John's. Further reséarch is néeded to
. clarify ‘the nature oE the NFL, as yet httle ‘has sutfacad

\ { ey 2 on this group.
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in the - land in 1925. For

a.brief period in 1924-1925 there was®an ppswing in

employment statistics which reflected several major

construction-projects in St. John's and Corner Brook.62
Improvements to the mainline railway tracks outside of the

capital combined with jébs related to harbour improvements

and the construction of the Newfoundland Hotel removed -

many £zom the yneriployed-lists, and this' translated into a

more’ opumxsnc mood ~amongst labour groups.83 ‘But 'this

flurry o economlc activity aia no'(:y gnal ‘any- sustained

period of growth and-once thass projects were compl,ete the

’_ numbers of Jobleas again rose- drﬂma:ically. The collapse

of the Newfoundland Federation of Labour .in u:s E;rst year

ls perhaps larqe.ly attnbutable to .the general ueakness in

the Island's- ecor_lomy as it returned. to a state of s:agna-'

tion:

The ‘demise of the 'Newfoundland ' FPederation of Labour

in many ways signified the last major attempt to .form a

collective- orqlnizaf.in“n ﬁhring —tﬁe' ’tQZOs."Eoi‘ nearly a

decads would pau before 'buur cauld raaus:icauy make

such a’ move qqaln. Frusttate by the NPL's fqilute. St.

Jo]m 8 mamban of the” wa retrea ed back r;o ‘the ‘source of

> lzT e . Cokner Brc kv‘mpez mill was undar const' ction
92‘—1925-‘_ i {
i r ﬂorklng wonian‘ Ln St,&
v rsity of Neuioundlan




their original strength, amongst the"craftsworkers

employed- in the railway operations. Although weakened by

defections to the international railway unions now .

prominent on' the Island, the Association continued to

" represent its six core unions, the blacksmiths, boiler-

. A p =
makeis/nachlnists, tinsmiths, ‘pipefitters, and car shop
employees. dutlng a series of negotla:ions with government
cffxcxals in '.harga of the Newfcundland nauway 64’

Throughout r,he 1ata 19205 and early 1930s. only sporadlc

ot ices’ appeuad in St. John's newspapers Lndlca:inq the

'conzinued existence. In 1927 the Auocxa‘hon

appears to have spauned a new orqanizar. on mzsnded :c T

"conl:xnue wzth several NIIIA Eunctiona, princxpally the re-

establxsnment oE a co-oparatnve store xn Sr.. John'ﬁ.

K'mwn as the Rauway Enployees' Hel[are Associ’a'tion

(REWA),- it -operated a retail cc-opatutive “on.-Craigmillar
Avenue in the ci:y.55 Accnrdlng to one past president of
“the ‘NIWA, the REWA contifued to function Eor sane twenty
years -serving ’amplo‘yees of'the .ta'l').uai shops.‘ﬁ“‘ In

._64Interview with Thomas C. Noel by R. Hattenhauer, 26
May '1967, MUNFLA, ‘tape C-7232. ' Noel was. the, NIHA-S third

. prqsident from January 1920-February 1921. Noel also

claims that the NIWA was able to 'Co-exist with the

"internapionnl ruilway unions during r.ha 1920s . and’ earl.y

1930s. . s . e

65naxf Ha:r.enhauer, "A History Of the. Labout Movenent
“in Newfoundlnnd, unpubllahed manuscript;’ Hamorial
univetslty 1983, 358.. < )

: ﬁﬁxnzgrview with T.C. Noel, MUNFLA, tape c-7237. .
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p'ab:ua:y 1932, the, 'NIWA formally represented raiivay
workers seek:ra to procest a seri.es of wage raducclnns and
Layoffs ordéred- by the governm‘ent.ﬂ Severax years ‘later
“in October 1935,’ at an organizing committee meet fng of St.v

Jchn s zauway shopcrat: workeés, referencas to the NIWA" s

‘leqacy were recorded: The commlttee chaxrman Halter.

sparks, an individual who would soon play an unportanr.
role in the tenaissance of the Newfoundland 1abour move-

ment,.paid trxbute to the NIWA as the - Eoundinc orgamza—‘

tion: 'of the Island's industrxa

Asscciatxon ccntmued to survive during the 19305, hut Lts

membershxp had dwmdlsd to:a handful of workers In Hay

1941, the NIWA sold 1ts St John s nffices located at 11

work Eor;;:e.s8 The

vHamil:on Street.69 Tuo years- latér -the orgenxzanqn—

“ofti 1a11\y Eiled for dissolutlon with the government.

STinterview with AT6h LuSh and Ron ,BEaks ™ by R.
Hattenhauey, 18 May 1967, MUNFLA, tape 'C=7226. -Lush and
Brake claimed that -railWway workers would join the NIWA to
obtain 'help in their contract negotiations, only to Teave
the: Assoch:ion after an agreement was reached.

i 68yinutes of ‘the Organizing Committee of
Shopcrafts, Oc! r-12 November 193 Located

/

Rolf Hat:anhauer Labour Collection, Centre ‘for. New-.

foundland.. Studies, Memorial University. Thi's! group
eventually joined the International Association of

Machinists as "Cabot" Lodqe 1237. The meetings were held

in the "REWA Rooms."

591ntervxew with A. Lush and R. Brake, MUNFLA, tape*

© €-7226. Lush and Brake said that meven’ members ‘remained
by 1941 and that money from NIWA ptcperties was dis-
. tributed 'to local orphanages in St. John's. ..The Associa-
,tion had opened these -offices in Mazch 1919. s

A,
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T 1 g N
For many yeakts’ the. well-documented activism of
Canida's western provinces. and -the Ontario-Quebec heart-
- land havé enjoyéd centre ;stage in labour history. As

intensive research-is undertaken in Atlantic Canada,

historians are _beginning to appreciate that, tHe working-' -

class éxpefience in the East, comparal:iveiy unique in_sbme
ways, does'indeed gharé certain Eundamental’ Eeatures with
‘our natlon s more celaf:rated regxons. " The émerganée of

the, Newfoundland Industrxal vmrkers' Association. cor-

' responds with an, efflorescence of - labcur and working-ciass 3

activism _which was evxdenx both "in Newfoundland and

bhrouqhout :he Wesl'.ern world. The actwines that centred

m upon the world War I period were the eulmination of une of "

the most seminal eras in the expressiog of class-conscious

e In Newfoundland, the’ years between

'880_and the’

early 1920s represent one oE the Island's critical periods
‘of 4nbour activism, a time when the. movement came of age.

John s labour leaders coalesced

“ 't6. form ‘an ‘association ‘which attrac.r:ed widespread .par--

"ticipatién;_ not only f‘rom_o_:rher: St. John's_workers, but

the e‘ntnusias‘tic ’sub’p’o'rt, of working people from acre

‘Island. * Sy ¥

l-‘tam lts modesr. ueginnxngs the NIWA developed to,
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foundland. The Association outlined an ambitious mandate
of political and social reforms intended to redress the
severe privations which working-class Newfoundlanders had
long suffered. World War I was undoubtedly the. catalyst
Eoz —these events,. ye: r.he NIHA grew out of a tradtion oE

resistance .which retained: a continuity lxnkxng Lhe

nxneteenth "and tvantiath centuries. Drawing upon “remem= -

bered struggles Qf earlier eras, ' the NIWA passed ‘U:s_ :

mtluence onto a new period of labour activism. beginning

L,n’ the mid 19305 and leading tn r.ha formatlon of the

_Newfound'land Federation of Labour. As the stoty of r_hese

Labou: movemenu dre . exploreﬂ Nequundland workers will

receive their rightful’ reccgnuion in North ‘.American 9
labour history. Whether workers were newly-arrived

" {mmigrants from the Russian Steppes or fifth-generation

ewtoundlandeu, their desires and aspirations to earn a
d.ecenr. living lnd to be accorded the respect owing to

socmty s producers were essentially the same. Wheén

cxrcums:ances forced these pecple to rise up and demand‘
,,Juance, r.hoy ‘did so across _the land and .this expressinn'
Jof cla's-cqnscious struggle to wln a be:ter life for

:hamselvas and their families kneu ng gdoqraphic limits.



Prim

I.

ie.

: Newfoundland Executive counci

Bi‘bliography :

ary Sources ’ g g omw
Manuscnp:s

Provmcxal Archlves of Newfoundland and Labrador

Census of Nwaoundland and Labrador, 1901. 1911,

1921, (Nominal). ) . .
Great B;itain. Colonjalf Office Original Correspon-
dence, Secretary Of State: -Despatches From
Governors' Officesf,and 'Individual Minutes and
Draft Replies.

Newfoundland Board of/é;g. dorresponden 1,916-
1925. PB/B/ll. . B

Newfoundland.' Colonial Secretary. Speéial Subject
Files. GN2/5. j b g

4.~

Newfoundland Departmeht of Justice. ,Départmental
+ Files. GN13/1. .

Newfoundland. Departmant oE Natural Resources.
i Departmeéntal Files. GN31/ /1l |

Minute Books:
Minutes of Commission of Government. GN9/l.

Newfoundland. Governor's Office. Register of

Miscellaneous Despacches and Local Correspon-
'\_)enca. GN1/3/A. ' ¥

Lloyds, W.F. Papers. GN8/3.
Morris, Edward P: Papers. GN8/1.
Reid Newfoundland Company Papers (RNCP). F7/B/13.
Smith Family Papers. P6/A/23. 5
Squires, Richard. Papers. GN8/2. g

‘Centre For Newfoundland Studies Archives

Coaker, William F.' Collectioni (Coll. 9). - .
Hattenhauer, Rolf. ; Labour ‘collec;lon. (Coll. 79)%,
I:on;jsho're‘men‘s prot‘e,cctvs Union. Collection. (Coll.
Sparks, Walter. Collection. (Coll. 49). -

T




249

Newspapers and Journals

Christmas Echo, 1917.

. Commercial Annual, 1916-1921.

" Evening Herald;-1917-1919.

' Newfoundland Quarterly; '1916- 1018, . R

Daily News, 1916-1919. L
Daily Star, 1916-1919.° e
Evening Advocate, 1917-1919.

Evening‘ Telegram, 1916-1925. - e
The Industrial Hcrker, 1918, ) v .

Lance -(Toronto), 1911 E

Machinist's Mon:hlx Journal (Inr.ernatxonal Assocxa—

tion of Hachinxsts), 1904.

One Big~Unmn Bulletin (Hmnlpeg), 1925.

‘Shoe Workers' Journal (Internatxonal Boot and shoe,

Workets' Union], 1919

= The Talxlor (Journeymen Tailors Union of Amenca),
1905 %

y zgograghical Journal (Internatxonal Typoqraphxcal

Union), 1921.

lntervxews

Memorial Univerity of Nawfoundlanﬂ Folklo:e and
Language Archives

'Brake, Ron. Intervlewed by R. Hattenhauef, 1é May

1967 Tape C=7226.

Fogwill, Frank- Interviewed by’ R Hattenhauer, 10
July 196 : Tape C=7229. " : G

Fogwill, “Irving. Interviewed ‘by R. Hatqenhauer, 10

s --July 1967.  Tape 9-7229. 5




"y 250
L Gushue, Dr. Raymond. Innervxewed by R.- Hattenhauer, 4
5.3 : 14 May 1967. Tape C-7222
. . Lush, Arch. Interviewed by R. Hattenhauer, 18 May
= 1967. Tape C-7226. " ; N

Noel, Thomas C. . Interviewed by(R. Hattenhauer, 26
May 1967. Tape C-7232

Smallwood, Joseph R. lnterviewed by R. Hattenhauer,
27 January 1968. Tape C-7247.

& : Sparks, Walter. Interviewed by R. Hattenhauer, 10
. : May 1967. Tape C-7228. .

. Taylor, Les. Intervxewed by R.‘ Hattenhauer, 25 May
@ 1967:‘- Tape C 7246. L ¥

IV.. Printed Sourced ‘(Goyer‘nment)

Great Bnr.am. _-Domihions Royal Commission. Royal

Commission on the Natural-Resources;’ Trade, and
. Legislation of Certain Portions of His Majesty's
w i 9 " Dominions. Minutes of\gviderice Taken in Nfld.

in 1914. London: d Spottiswoode, 1915%
Newfoundland. _Actsof the General Assembly of . T
Newfoundland. 1917-1921. | %
' _Newfoundland.  Colonial Sadrebary's Office. Census ' -

of Newfoundland and Labkadgtil1901. St. John's:
The Office, 1904. P ¥ o=

Newfoundland. Colonial Secretary's Office. Censu /'
-of Newfoundland and Labtador 19ll. St. John's:®
The Office, 1914.

NewEoundland: Colonial secretary!s Office..” CenSus : .,
of Newfoundland and Labrador, 1921. St. Johfa's:’

. ‘The Office, 1924.. * %, o
E o Newfoundiand. - Consolidated Statutes of Newfoundland, *
Y Third 6s, 4 vols. St. John's: Robinson and

- o * Com 1919. " g

Newfoundland. ~‘Estimates of Exgenditure‘,‘ 1920~-1921.
St. John's: King's.Printer, 1921.




-

: 251
- Newfoundland. Industrial Survey of Newfoundland.
St. ®ohn's: Robinson, 1940. Report on Labour
Relations to the Commission of Government by
Thomas K. Liddell.

Newfoundland. Proceedings of the House of
Assembly. 1914-1921.

e ~ s
Newfcuﬁdland.tﬁ‘he Royal Commission 1933: Report.
London: HMSO, 1933

Newfoundland. Report of »the’Royal Commission on

Labour Legislation in Newfoundland and Labrador.
St. John's: Queen's Printer, 1972.

Vv, -Printed Sources (Other)

: S Chafes Levi G. ‘Chife's-Sedling Book. Third ed., ed:
. ! s 3 2 H.M'.it;sdell.' St. John's Trade Pginters, 1923.

. i HarVey, dohn. , The Framéwork of Industrial Society.
. St. Joha*S:: Union Pub. Co., 1919.

B = ' Mcl\lgxne s _St. John's Directory, 1915. Halifax:
1916.

. Royal Print & Litho L[d-:

McGrath, P.T. Newfoundland in 1911.~ London:
Whitehead, Morris & Co., 1911.
.

Moride, A.B. The Railway Contract, .1898 and After-
wards. St. John's: n.p., n.d. [}933].

Mosdell, H.M. 500 Facts About Newfoundland. St.
John's: Trdde Printers, 1922 .

Annual Report=df the Council of the Newfoundland
Board of rade, 1309, 1913, 1917-1315.

‘Smallwoo J.R. ed. The Book of Newfébundland.
~“Volumes 1-3. St. John's: Newfoundland Book '
Publxshers, 1937. ’

John's Cxtx Directory, 1913. Halifax: Maritime
. .

” Du'sctcry Co., 1919.

Who's Who In and From New!undland, 1927. st.
John's: R. Hlbbs, 1930.




Secondary Sources

I. Books

J
Alexander, David. The Decay of-Tradé: The Economic
History of the Newfoundland Saltfish Trade,
1935-1965. St. John's: Institute of Social and
Economic Research, Memdrial University of
Newfoundland, 1977. .

Alexand®f, David. Atlantic Canada 'and Confederation:

& Essays in Canadian_ Political Ecoriomy. comps. 3
E.W, Sager, L.R. Fischer, and S.0. Pierson. 4
Toronto: Uniyersity of Toronto Press, 1983.

Allen, Richard. the Social Passion: Religion and*¢
Social Reform in Canada, 1914-28. _Toronto: "

University of T'o‘zcn—m"r_ress, o7 '_ . u

Baker, Mel\lln, Robert C\.Iff, and Bi.ll lelaspie.v ¥ by e
Workingmen's John's: ‘Aspects of Social * "

Workingmen's gt. John's: Aspocts of Social
History in the Early 1900s. S$t. John's: - Cuff
Publications, 1982, .

Bercuson, David J.. Confrontation at Winnipeg: ~
Labour, Industrial Relations, and the General
Strike. . Montreal: McGill-Queen's Univers.{ty

Press, 1974.

Bercuson, David J. Fools and Wise Men: The Rise and

Fall of the One Big Union. Toronto: McGraw- '
- Hill Ryerson, 1978. _ ____ . _ N i .

Brym R.J. and -R.J. Sacouman, eds. Underdevéelopment
and Social Movements in Atlantic Canada.
'rc:_x‘-onco-. New Hogtown. Press, 1979. . ¥

Coaker, William F., ed. Twenty Years gf .the Fisher-

.+ men's Protective Union Of Newdundland. ‘St
John's, 1930; rpt. St. John's: Creative
Publishers, 1984%.° & s

Copp, Terry. The Ahatomy of Poverty: The Condition
of the Working Class in Montreal, 1897- 1929-
. Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1974

Cronin, James' E®.and Carmen sirianni, ods. Work
- 'Communit and Power: . The Experience of 'Labor
., In_Europe and America, 1900-1925. PhIlaaalphia.‘,
o Temple University Press, 1983.




83

Cronin, James E. Labour and Society in Britain,
1918-1979. London: Batsford Academic, 1984.

Forbes, E.R. The Maritime Rights Movement, 1919-

1927: A_Stud in Canadian Regionalism.

‘ Montreal: McGill-Queen's University Press,
1979. :

Giliespie» Bill. A Class Act: An Illustrated
History of the Labour Movement in Newfoundland
and Labrador. St. John's: Newfoundland and

# . Labrador Federation of Labour, 1986. .

.

ary. Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1968.

Heron,” Cralg and Robsrt Storey, eds. on_The Job:
1] B Confronting the 'Labour Procyss Tn Canada.
. - -Montreal: ' McGill-Queen®s Unifversity  Press,
.. 1986. . ¥ ; ” .

. _Hareven, Tamara Ko and Randolph Langenbach. Amos-
c kea Life and Work 'in an Amerlcan Factor
¢ o C{tz New Yo:k- Pantheon, 1979. 3

Hiller, J.K. and P. Neary,” eds. Newfoundland in_the

Guyn, Richard.- Smallwdod: _The Unlikely: Revolution-

* Nineteenth and Twentieth Centurie -_ESs; s _in
! ‘ Interpretatiyn. Toronto: universuy of Toronto
o Press, 1980.

Hiller, JaMes K. “The Newfoundland Railway, 1881-

e i s = -— - 1949," 'Newfoundland Historical sSociety.
. ; . Pamphlet Number 6, (1981). -

Innis, Harold A. - A HIdtory of the Canadian Pacific
Railway. ‘Toronto: [Macmillan, Rev..ed. 1962.

3 R Culture of the Factory in Later Victorian
, " - England. Btighton:. Harvester Press, 1980.

e . Kealey, Gregory S., ed.‘ introd. Canada Invea—

. tigates Industrialism:. The Royal Commission on

B . 3 the Relations of Labcur and Capital. Toronto:
o University of Tcronto Press, 1973.

Kealay, Gregory S. and Peter Warrian, eds. [ssays in

" TR, ngdian Working Class History.. Toronto:
- Mcclelland and Stewart, 1976. -

e | .geyce, Patrick. WorK, Society and Politics: . The




l 254

Kealey, Gregory -S. omnto Workers Respond To
‘Industrial Cagn:ausm. 1867-1892.+ Toronto:
toronto University Press, 1980. r’

Kealey, Gregory S. The History and Structure of” the
Newfoundland Labour  Movement. 'Background report "
prepared for the Royal Commission on -Employment
and Unemployment, St.i{Johnis, 1986. -

- 'Kessler-Harris Alice. Out'to Work: A History of
Wage-Earning Women in the United States. New
York: Oxford University Press, 1982.
. M

Levipe, ‘Susan. Labor's True Women: Carpet Weavers,
Industrialization and Labor'Reform in the =
Guilded Age. Philadelphia: -Temple Unlversity
Press, 1984. * B - .

- ' McCormack, A. Ross.” ‘Reformers, Rebels, and Revolu-. :
v . " g tionaiges: - The Western Canadian Radical '
. . Movement. Toronto: University of Toronto 3

. Press, 1977.: ) T ’

3 Montgomery, David.  Workers' Control in—America:
Studies in the History of Work, Technologyy and

Labor Struggles. Cambridge: Camhndge Univer-
s ty Press, 1979. ( - .

Morton, Desmond and - Terty Ccpp.’ warkxng Peogle. ‘i‘he
History of the Canadian Labour Movement.
‘Toronto: “"Deneau and Greenberg, 1984.

. Morton, Desmond and Glenn T; Wright. Winning the - ° g &
Second Battle: Canadian Veterans and the Return )
- to Civilian Life, .1015-1930. Toronto: Univer-
sity of Toronto, 1957. = o 5
! . & \ -
Noel, S.J.R. Politics in Newfoundland. Toronto; +
i University of Toronto Press, 1971. :

e )
. Palmer, Bryan D. 'A Culture In Conflict: Skilled
- » Workers and, Industrial Capi:talism in Hamilton,

_._,.._mt..__—L_____r.{___‘_LIII
B Ontario, 1860-1314.. Montreal: McGill-Queén's

University Préss, 1979.

Palmer, Bryan D. Working-Class Experience:. The Ris
_aand Reconstitution of Canadian Labour, 1800- |
" 1980. Toronto: Butterwortﬁ, 1983, - )

Palmer, .Bryan .D. The Character of elass sr.rug%-!.e: .
Essays in Canadian_Working %‘ass History, :1850- °
1986.

»1985. Toronto: McClelland and S:ewarjr.,




4 ' oA 255

. Perlin, A.B. “The 8tory of Newfoundland. é:. John's:
Crear_:.ve Pubu:hers, 1958. ;

C Piva Michael J. The Condition of the Working Class
in. Toronto, 1900-1921. = Ottawa: University of
ottawa Press, 1979.
> . i
Read, Daphne, comp:. The Great War 'in Canadian
Society.  Toronto: New:Hogtown PreSs, 1978.

L. Rober:s, Wayne. Honest Womanhood: Feminism, ‘
. . Femininity and Class Consclousness Among Toronto
. Working Women, .1893-1914. Toronto: New Hogtown
. Press, 1576, - v
_Ryan, Shannon. A Fish Out. of Water. - NeWwfoundland

' History Series Nc 2 St. John's:  Breakwater
. Books; 19&6- T 4

gshor:er, Edward and Cnarles Tllley. strikes ‘in
1830-1968.

- France, Cambruige. ) Cambrxdge
. mversf:y Press, 1974..° -

Smallwood, Joseph R., ed. * The Boak of. Newfoundland, e
vols._.St. Johi Newfoundland .Book Publish-

.ersy 1937-1975. Loe e e ! ‘

: + smallwood; Joseph ‘R. - I ChoSe Canada: _The Memoirs of
Sesesh R. "5oey™ Smalluosd.

_ the Hohourable Joseph R. "Joey" Smallwood. &
. |8 Toronto. Macmxllan,.1973. \ v B

J ) Smallwood,— Joseph R. Encxclogede of Newfoundland -
« % and Labrador. 2 vols. St.,John"s: -New- -

. foundland Book Publishers; I934.

. Thompson, Jokn''Herd. The Harvests of Wai:  The
L # g £ . Prairie West,: 191 91 Toronto:. McClelland - v
¥ ©, . % . and Stewart, 1978. i -

‘l. T . Woloch,' Nuncy.’ Momen and the American Exgensnce.
. . ¢ New York:; Knopf, 1984.

o w t .Zerker, sa.lly F. . The Rise and. Fau ‘of the Toronto
. = B - ngg%raghical Union, 1832-1972: A Case Study in i
‘Foreign Domination. .Toronto: . University of g

% ' ‘Toronto Press, 1982."




256 =

II. Articles o i § & O

" Alexander, Davx‘d, "Economic Growch in tha Atlantic
Region; 1880 to 1940," Acadxensls, 1 (sprinq '
1978), 47-76. S E

AT . , David, "Ne land's Ttaditicnal Economy'
.and Developmeént to,.{?ﬂ," “Acadi ensxs, 5, 2
(Spring 1976), 56-78. R

5y Babcock, Robert H. "The saan John Scree: Rail-
' . wa,ymenﬁ Strike and R.lot, 1914," Acadiensis, ll.
¢ 2 ‘(Spring 1982 3-27.: p
. © - Baker,’ Melv)n. ,"George: F ermes," Newfoundland‘,
- I . Quarterly, 80, 1 (Summer 19847, 22.557

‘BaKer, ‘Melvin. "MLchael P. Gibbs,
Ouarterlx, 81, 4 (sprmgxR

ercuson,_<Dav;d T30 ehabous adicalism, and th i
Mestern 'Industrial. Frontier: 1897-1919," i

wEDu«nd'land N

W 9 y
. cal Revi 58! 2 (Ju’r!e_ 1'977_),'
. 3 h and, Michael Percy. "Real Wage Trends
™ E . in :Canada,  1900-1926," Canadian Journdl of -
Wl s Economics, 12 (Hay 979) 5 299~ 3!,2. e .

. 7,58 4 Busch, B:xton Cocper. "The Newfoundland Sealers"

rike of 1902," Labourg!,e Traval . 14 (1984),
73 =102

Chambers,~ Edward J. "New vadence on the leing'

‘ Standards, of T ronr.o Blue Collar Workers in the

. Pre-1914 Era," Histoire sociale-Social Historx,
©. 18, 36 (November .1985).- 285-314. ’

Cronin, James E. "Exabor (nsurgency and- (‘lassv
K Formations: Comparative Perspét:tives on. the

i F . . ‘Crisis of 1917-20 in Europe,"” gocial Science
» ' 2 Histc:y_, 4, 1:(Winter 1980), 125-52

Cu££,~Robert H.  "Thomak M. white,’thewfoundland
guazterlz, 82, 3 (Wi ter 1987), 32-33.

Vl 8 Eley, Geoff, et al.. "Edi:onal," ocial Hismrz, 10, ¥
. 3 (October. 1985), 269~ 72

Ewen, Geofﬂzey. "La Con@station ouviidre 3 Montréal

En 1919," Bulletin RCHTQ), 36,.12, 2 (Automne B
1986) . 37- 624_ e b ] !




i " ; R A T : : ) 257

! Forbes, ESR. ed.,-"Newfpundland Politics in 1921: .'A
- .' Canadian View," Acadien’sia, 9, L (Autump 1979),
. g _95-103. L T ] . o

2 - Frager,’ Ruth "No Proper Deal: Women Workers and the
A * Canadain Labour Moyement, 1870-1940." in Linda

P »
5 Women 'in the Labour Movement Toronto: ~ ThE
- i Women's 'Eress, 1533, 44-66. - .

. ‘Hanr\, Ru\ssell G. and, Gregory S. Kealey "Documenting
g * & Working ;Class History:. North: Bmerican Tradi-
) “tions and" New Approaches. rchivaria, 4
. T St 0e79),7 921 X .

N # Heron, Craxg and Bryan D. Palmer.  "“Through ‘the Prism

. ..of:the .Strike: ' Industrial Conflict in Southern
‘- ontarioy ‘1901-1, Canadian Hxstorical Revxew,
584 (1977) 7423

8.

The ‘crisis of..the Craftsma
‘Metal Workers in' the Ea’rly\Twentieth

abour/Le Trgﬁ;l, 6 (Au:umn 1980), 7=

“Labourism nd . “the+ Canadxan Working-

Labourgl.e navau, 13 (Spﬁing)\aﬂl 45-

T lndusti‘y in'uewEoundland‘," Acadiensis, 11
T (Spring 1982), 42-68. . - Sl

* " B Kealey, Gregory s, "1919." The Canadial/ Labour

11-44.

e r
50 . Kessler Harris, Alice. C'Nhere are ftl he Organlzed

‘Women Workers?" FEeminist Studies, 3, 1/2 (Fall

-1975),; 92<110. . O ;

Work. Stoppage,

et ‘ MacLeod, Malcolm. "A 'Death at F'Zer Lake:', Catalyst
a

1 ' ofa Fotgottan Newfoundl
: 1924," Labour/Le Travail,"
19l - . T e g

u P . /
3 . McCormack, A, Ross.  "Britis working -Class: Inmi-
. oo, .-—grants and Canadian Radicalism: The Case ,of
Ny o s 3 Arthur Puttee," Canadian Ethnic Studies, 10, 2
Y ot w | © L (1978),22-37. T - ;

iskin. and. Lynda Yanz, eds..Union Sisters;-

Revol:," Labou:(Le .Travail, 13 (Sprjing .1984),

6 (Fall 1985),7.179~-.




& ® 258
“Strikes in ¢l Maritimes, 1900‘1914-‘
s 13, 1 (Autumn 1983), 3-46.

Neary, Peter. “Canada and the Newfoun}\l{rlg Labour,

Market, 1939:-49," Canadian Historicdl Review,
62, 4 (December 1981), 470-95. s

MC.Kay-,

_Neary, Peter. "Canadian Immxgranon Pollcy and the

Newfoundlanders, 1912-1939," Acadiensxs, 11 (2)
. Spring 198%, 69-83.

Neis, Barbara. “Competitive Merchants and Class
Struggle’ in éwfoundland,” Studies ‘'in Political
Economy, "5 (§pring 1981), 127-43.

_Piva, Michael J. "Urban Working-Class -Income and
Real- Incomes in 1921: A. Comparative Analysis,"
Historie sdciale/Social History,.&ls 31 (May
1983), 145-67. 5 = 3

‘ Rosenthal, .Star. "Union; Maias: Drganxzed Homan
workers in Vancouver, 1900 5,"..BC studles, 41
(Spring- 1979), 36-55. -

Sangster, .Joan. “"The Bell Telaphone Strlke.

Organizing Women Workers," LabourgLe Travail-}
1eur, 3 (1978), 109~ 130 ¥ E :

scott; Bruce.y "A Place in the Sun:’ - The Industrial .
Council vat_Massey-Har:is, 1919 1929," Labour/Le
Travailleur .l (1975), 158 187. SUR

Strong-Boag, V. "The erl of the New Day: Ganadian

: Working Women in the. 19 205, Labour[!‘é Travail-
1eur, 4 (1979), 13 ~164. s

wadden, Brian.:, "The Sty John's Streer. Raxlway
Company , "~ ewfoundland guarterlz 64, 1 (Spring
v 1oe51,.3- 5, 27-30. 3 5

III. Thése, Papers, and Lectures - 4 )

Akyeampong, E. "Labour Lal and the De\/slopment of
the Labour. Movement in Newfoundland, 1900-1960."
Unpublished .M.A.: thasis, Memorial Univezsu‘.y of
Newfoundland-, 1967, . ‘,“
: Baker,.H. “'"The Government oE St. John's, Newfoun
¥ land, 1800-1921."  Unpublished Ph.D. thesisy
-University of Western Ontario, 1980. 5B




i

= : o259

cadigan, S.T. -"Horkxng -Class Consciousness in

‘Canada: 1919."  ‘Unpublished ‘Honours. Disserta-
[ tion, Memorial University of Newfoundlund, 1984.

cmsnom, Jov'.y “Horklng-clasg Women as, Wage-Earnérs:

Ch_ish,olm >

" cufe,

John's, .1890-1914." .Unpublished paper,
Memorial Unlversir.y of - Newfoundland, 1986.

J. "'Hang Her Down Strikes in St.
"s, 1890-1914." Unpubllshed paper, Memorial
Umversxty of New:oundland, 1987.

in Newfuundland apd Noya Scotia, 1917-1925."
unpubllshed Roj/ ~ Dissertation, Hemorial
University Of Newfoundland, 1980. .

E'ell:ham, J. . “The’ ‘Develupmenr_ of the Mshermen s

forestell, N. "fHomen's ‘Paid- Labour in: Sei Johnt's

ciTiespie, W

Hatte

- Hille

Joy,

L doy,

Protective ‘Union in Newfoundland, 1908- 1923,
Unpublished M.A. thesxs, 1959. "

Between - the -Two World .Wars.” ' Unpublished M.A.
:hesxs, Memorlal University
1987, W

History of .the Newfoundland

.- "The Quill and the Hammer: Labour Activism

Newfoundland,. -

Federation offLabour; 1936-1963." ,Unpublished :
_M.A. thesis, Memorial Unxverslty of Newfound—

nhauer, R. "The Hxstor'y of ‘the Laticur Mov'emem:‘

in Newfoundiand.® Unpublished manuscript,
Hemotial University.of Newfoundland, 1983,

1 J K. "Newsprint Polxtlcs' The Newfoundlfand
Pulp and Paper- Industry, 1915-1939.": Un-
‘published paper, ‘Memorjal ‘unxversxty o New—-
foundland , 1935-~ ] :

'J,. “The Grcwth and Davelopment of ‘Tradés “and

Manufacturing 4in: st ~John's, 1870-1914."
.Unpublished M.A. thesis Memp:ial University of
Nawfoundland, 1977. - - e &

Je ."The Cooperage Trade in St. John' Sy New-
foundland, 1870-1914." Paper delivered 'to’the
Newfoundland- Historical s:x:ier.y, 28 February
1985. ok

N




. ) A 260
Kerr, K. "A Social Ahalysis .of the Memba!s of the

Hosue of Asgembly, Executive Coun&il and

Legislanve Council for 1855-1914." Unpublished

2 8 3 M(A.' thesis, Hemgrial University of Newfound-.
3 @ ¥ land, 1978. -

Lambly, PeDa "Norkinq Conditlons and  Industrial b
Relations oh Canada's Street Railways, 1900-

x 1920." Unpublished M. A. thesxs, Dalhousie

" - Umversity, 1983. e

" {
Little, L.. "Pl.ebelan Collective Action ln Harbuur
. Grace ‘and Carbonear, Newfoundland, 1830-1840.
Unpublished M.A. thesis, Memorial universxty of
Nawfoundland, 1984. 3 °

HcDonald, I.D.H. ' "A Chronalchca Llst of ‘New—
foundland- Newspapers in the_ Public” Collections

o) at. the Gosling Memorial lerary and Public
'+ Archives." Unpublxshed Ppaper, 1969. » =

“HeDonald ! I.D.H.. "W.P. Coaker and the Fishermen's

ks Pmbectlve union .in Newfoundland Politics, 1908-
: i i, & +-1925." Unpublished Ph D. thesis, University .of
London, 1971. L 7 - B

¥ ' . McGrathy, J.W. Reid anii the” Newfoundland i
il 2| G . Railway," paper pxgsented- to the Newfoundland A
s Historical Sogiety,Y8 Deceiber 1971. ‘

" McGrath, J.We “The. 1898 c.'ontcact.. Pap: et presented
NG £ o " to the Newfoundland ‘Historical Society, 4973. s

- : * / * McInnis, P. "Newfoundland Labour and Wo®ld War l," .
P ¢ ¥ unpubllshed paper, Memorial University of', =
Newfoundland, 1985. s : . :

Neis, B. "I\ saciologlcal Analysis Qf the Fsctors

» . Responslble\ for the Regional D%stnbur.lon of the

i Fishermen's Protective Union 'of Newfoundland."
Unpublished M.A. thesis, Memorial Unlversity of
Newfoundland, 1980. . -

O'Brien, . "he Newfoundland Fatriotic Asscciatinn.
" The Administration of the war Ef fort, 1914-
R © - 1918."* Unpublished M.A: thests.,nemorlal
. . University .of Newfoundland, 19835 % v !
- " sparkes, I.D. "Pre[C/aederation Labour quislat&on : k¥
W

4in Newfoundland Unpublished Hopours Disserta- .
" - tion, Memorials versity of Newfoundland, 1969;_ e




f . APPENDIX 1 ' . g k.
- st. John's Labour Force

« - 1901 - 1911 1921
. Occupation Number Per Cént Number Per Cent dumber Per cent .
_ Clergy. 36 0.5 36 . 0.3 a3 4.3 S
Teathers 125 1.6 226 1.8 251 (2% T
Lawyers 52" 0.6 - 46 0.4 43 . 0.3 %
T Doctors 26 0.3 37 0.3" 27 0.2 %
. Merchants %, C P g
and Traders 138 .. 1.8 350 3.0 .306 2.3
Office ‘and . R ="
. Shopworkers | 1103 15.0 2684 " ;21:0 .. 2920 .
Government . . ‘v %) .S g ' '
-Service 318 ‘4.2 459 3.6 512 3.9
Farmers - 198 - 2.6 . 164 _ 1.3 104 7 - 0.8 - -
"Fishermen and = 0 T | ' .
5, Others who - e
i Cultivate Land 11 0.1 167 1o PR 1 TR 1S
: Mechanics 1059 14.1...2359 ;18,0 . 2248 ' 17.0
Males BR . Y & i P
Catching .and E N ! o -
..Curing Fish 85 1.1 341 2.6 2697 2.0
. Females 5 " .
‘ Curing Fish 19 0.2 39 0.3 103 0.8
Lumbering Coa 0.05 , 0 o 3 t0.02
' , Mining S99 o 13 07 0 0 g
—-- B .. Factory and’ ~ L
* . Workshop 299 4.0 993 - 990. = 7.5 .
Otherwise < ‘
-~ Employeda 7 4023  54.0 5009 5313 - 40.2
. . ¥ 7505 100 -’ 12923 100 ' 13213 100

Labrador,

Source: Derived from: Census ‘of Newfoundland a
- 1901, 1911, 1921.

‘a®This. category likely included workars in a variety of
. ‘pesonal service occupations and .in the transportation,

communication’ and c’onstructlon industnas. See Alexander,
, "Traditional Economy," pP.68.




APPENDIX 2 -

Breakdown of labour strength at Reid Newfoundland Company:

2847 Total workers were employed at Reid in May 1918

242 e Dock shops
133 - Street railway/Electric light co.
22° - General stores and ‘Water St. stores

# . 57 23 - EXpress Dept.
L . . 118 - Car Shops
. i, © L4 - Locomotive Sho
. 72 - Freight Shed (sr. John's)
155 - ‘Round Houses,
121 - Railway Clerks and lﬂspatchers
30 stle workers’
6 -
5 ) 8 o 2 s
i % = 21 - . Waiters-#nd Cooks, Poﬂ:ers .
Yow l . .8 - Car repairs on road - - 3 5
i ¢ o 104 g Labourers at terminals
10 ..+ Telegraph Repau:ers
. 3 4 ol Carpenters: 0
v . . 215 o e Steamer’ Crews
e 184 Agents and operators .
e ! o 564 Section Men -
P 275 Extra Men
' 126 - Conductors and Tralnmsn
” 122 = Drivers and Firemen
SR o 50 - Workers at Coal Brook Mine
g B L -120 - - - Argentia- Branch construction workers,
B 2847 \'Total - ® i x %

g el * Source: 'PANL, P7/8/19, RNCP, Files 365-410:
g b ™ el




# APPENDIX 3

Retail Price Comparisons, 1914 and 1918 .

y ~ 1914 1919
) t s Tea (per 1b:) $0.04 $0.70
it na Sugar - 4 ~06 .13
Butter o N : “.25 - .48
‘Cheese N il i ow & .24 > »52
Rolled Oats " . .04 ~18
Ham - e .25 .50
- Bacon " . .35 .90
Beef ° M . . 200 .50
Mutton s . .20 . +50
veal o % ‘, T W20 :.50
Pork 7. el Py .20° 245
Cabbage N % * <04 020 o Ey
Potatoes (per barral) T 2.50- 5.00 . -
Turnips’’ L) - 1480
Bread (per. ‘loaf) +06-.10 2
s e Eggs- (per doz.) LA L1 .35
Yl s - 'Molasses (per qal ) .60 |
: Kerosene . ) LT .240
Coal (per ton) ', S 6400 -
yBoots (men s) iy . ¥ . 4.50 ' .
| S Source: PANL, GN 13/1 (Box 155), Newfoundm R
¢ g AT i Constabulary, Inspector General's offlce %, N )
- gE < .
-
v 3 . Rl .
A . : \ \ W
% s = NG .
i : ~ \
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’/ APPENDIX 4 - -

Wage Comparisons, 1914 and 1919
. \/1 i

’ & i : o
(“ 1914 1919 E
Carpenters (per day) $2.50 $4.00 .
Masons * 4.00 6.00 "
Ships Carpenters . ¢ 2.50 " 4.00
. Plumbers g 2.00 4.00 * - ‘
e B e oo < SR A 5| | . e T
Tinsmiths " ¥ - 2.50 3.50
Plagterers - 4.00" 5.00
Blacksmlths (1st class) - 3.00 5.00
(2nd class) 12.00. , 4.50
. 2 (3rd.class) + 1250 3.80
s, e . Printers N € F 1 80-2.00 3.00-4.00 - - 5
: ‘ Teamsters > ) -
o (sxngla téam, per week) 7.00 15.00, (Lesters) ;5
" _.7400° . 17.00" (Knowlings) ™
. . S 7.00 - 14.00 (Ayre & Sons)
. L .. _17.00 17.50 (Harvey &. Co:)
. S . 7 8.00 14.00 (McMurdo)
: . s Hg o M . 8.00 ° * - 17.00. (Campbell)

N O - ;- 8.00 17-00.‘(Harshall‘)

.Source: © PANL, GN 13/1 (Box 155) Newfoundland. ' :

G | “.,Constabulary, Inspector General's.Office.’
Y b ekt 1PPRoCH = )




APPENDIX 5

.
Government Revenue, Expenditure and
Mwfoundland Public .Debt,
1914-15 to 1918-19

265

Public Debt

Year Revenue 5 Expenditure
191314  $3,618,329.00 $3,530, 17500 $30,450,765.27
C1914-15 | 3,950,790.00* 4,008,622.00 31,454,678.45
1915-16  4,600,271.00 4,110,885.00 34,489,665.60
1916-17 5,206,647.00 4,554,890.00 34,489,765.60
1917-18 . s,54u,neé.pu{“ 5,369,454.00 34,489,955.60
“1918-19 9,535,725.00- 6,766,436.00 42,032,785.60
191;-_20_ 10,597,561.00 9,2&}6.00 *43,033,035.60
1920-21 ° "8,438,039.00 12,709,513.00 ° 4},032,78%
! xgix-zz : 'gi,z&s;ls‘éa.oo i 10,080,909.00° -49,033,035.00
192 ‘72%" 8,876,772.00 ° ~10,145,580.00 ' 55,033,035.00
1923-24".  8,401,669.00 10,028,656.00 - 60,451,754.00

*Figure includes a $500,000 Bank Of Montreal loan and $198,158

taken from the Reserve Trust Fund.

Source: McDonald,, "Coaker and the FPU," pp.361-62.
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meons/sxports/‘ro:al volume Forexgn Trade, ~
. 1914-15 to 1918<I9 =
o
' .
. . Tota
Year Imports XPO! Foreign Trade Index (%)
C TR sismsime a8 Sim00 530,327,000  208.7%
© 1914-15 © 12,350,000 13,136,000, © 25,486,000 172.0
- 1915-16 16,427,000 18,969,000 - 35,386,000  238.8
1916-17. 21,318,000 22,381,000 43,699,000 294.9
1917-18 26,892,000,  30;153,000° 57,045,000  385,0.
; B e Y
I 1918-19 33,297,000 36,784,000 ~ 70,081,000 473.0
' . 1919-20 40,533,000 . -. 34,865,000 751398,000 508.9
. '1920-21 . *,'28,909,000 ' 22,441,000 0 - 51,350,000 - 346.8
W 7 1921-23 18,209,000 .- 19,478,000 37,687,000 .,  253.4°
" 1922-23 - '19,321/000° ©\20,956,000 40,277,000,  271.8
Jls23-24 27,677,000 21,071,000 . '48,748,000° - 32710
*Base _year. 1868. . -

Soutce: Hcpo,nald, "Coaker and’ the FPU," p.363.
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' ' . N salt cod rish exports . :
(Quantity and Price), 1914-1918
: / Index Export Value. Index
-, Year Quintals () per Quintal - (%)
1513 * 1,247,234 116.7% . $5.80 12046 .
Vi e 1,004,122 102.4 670 139.3* y
o 1915 11,421,014 133.0 7.31 152.0
1906 " 1,568,085 146.8 8.21 . 170.2
C1917 1,821,206 . 170.4 .. 10.33 214.8
A 1,681,730 . 157.4 - _ 1446 300.6 ¢
) 1,787,849 167.3. - 7 263.1
e 13363,787 12746 : 20507
. ; x,sg‘z,,u}s.:‘ SRRV 152.6 0 e
o b C 1483007, i3 L 1426
3 o 1,264,668. “]‘.l’l_ > 141.0
11654007~ b0 ‘186.3
.'aigase“yesa‘;.;l'ﬂflﬁ. g ' d s
_ . Source:‘y ‘MeDonald, .
T % * % - .
| s
b
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