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" ,Anerica, supplying qoods\m the garrisons and to the British .

o~

stxll marufest taday. ’l‘h1s communlty had daep roots

Régular s;ottish trade with Newfoundland ‘extend
iy 3

s a A
_ to the American War of Independence, and partxcglarly its

4 )
aftermath The lucrative Scottish trafﬁ:.c

t8bacco with

‘the southern coloru.es was arzest‘ed dnrmq the war and. some

Clyde*merchants e: reccerf :he;.: ‘trade to British North

¥

&' fishery.® This fishery was by then long established in
3 S I -

ewfoundldnd. Scottish trade.expanded during tf®

ine the nme‘ﬁeenth century and sccttlsh merchants. were lured o /

N
£o St.-John's amylts _outport to manage tha trade. Like
; P -

% t)-ne vast majori\:y of cther~§£1;ish merchants they did not

.in Newfoundland expanded

Wars Scottish merchants ters to

St. John's and established‘a\be manent_community there.




/ g -,

N “'c 1790 and 1335. 1t focuses on the emergence of 'Greenock as

a leadm supply centre for \@lewfoundland earl)xn the-‘nl.ne-

teenth century, and its. subsequent dechne asfother parts

B3 di¥lodged* British and Irish ports from a long-standlng trade

by:'the 18305” Most, of the suppiies sent to Newfoundland by

N Scottlsh merchants were sent' on St:ott:.sh “Ships’ and cod and

'; < cod cil were carr:.ed the markets on these vessels. \This
thesis reccnstructs the spatial patterns of Scottish shxpping

in the North Atlant).c, from the initial tentatzve and mainly

éhuttle’ voyages between the Clyde and st. John's in-the

: eighteenth century‘ more elaborate multilateral routes,

1ntegrat1ng three or more distinct and widely scattered areas

azound the Atlantz.c lnto the trading network in the 18305.

/ «a temporary to a permanenf: rem.dent merchant communlty betwe’epr:.\

~

B The transition from a 'y to a xesnient. merchant

society was' a slow process. Initial’ly.’the Scottis!

- . presence‘at St.. J’ohn"s‘comprised large‘ly‘f(oung unmarried

g, male clerks or agents for Clyde houses;’ living over stores

o on the waterfront, servmq out terms of, apprenticeship.

- Typically these men returned fo the, ’homeland, ]omed the
parent ompany as ]umor partners or set up ‘as merchants on
thezr own account. After arbund 1815 however, they began
to settle in, ﬁ‘t John s. They brought out their families,
bullt dw}ung mes and-expanded th&;a premz.ses on the .

waterfront. “Scots registered more agd mﬁ/vessels in
5

§t. John's' thzoughout the 1820s and 1830 their 'resiiiency

% . R » B
ii ! i

“

mercantile




. . N TN
increpsed. From 17'['9 to 1835, close t:) forty Scottish
.
firms wexe establishedA At their peak in 1814 there were
E g twelve ccmpanles operat{g, cont{olhng one-seventh of the

fa

- total Newfoundland trade...Thep dealt with English /and

Irisﬁ planters and their servants in the o\isﬁharbouvrs throu h.

a network of .Scottish and other agents, a?\_wanclng them I

B supplies in the spring .on a promise of their ﬂsh in the |
fall., ‘They also dealt extensively with other mexchants,

traders and artisans in St. John's. 6 1In this they were

! . typical of large -St. John s cod merchﬂts but they 'aia not 1

s v¥ the advantage of English and Irish merchants in i

Newfoundland who could trade wi(:h t’hen iellow countrymen. "L

. ’ The Scots in Newfoundland did"not fish.’ 'I‘hey were never

1ntarnat10nal trade. But by 1835 they wex:e a potent

meyantile forge in the Newfoundland trade. J

L The data for this thesis come from a wide range of, ;

N more than a txny‘/mxnormy and focused almost enuzely on ‘ X

arch:wal' ‘sources. Lloyd's Register “of Sh.\ppmg am:l St. John s

“ship registers were used to reconsttuc/Jthe patterns of

shlpp).ng and a pro£11e of Scuttxsh shipowners xn the cod

trade. 3, g corr » court

records, vxtal statxstics yills and business ré

provided a rich store of 1nforn|“:mn._21 the merchant

community through the early‘(nln\;teenth century.

N
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e sl ; Chapter I - ' .
. . ° v p
: ' THE MERCHANT comuumv AND THE GEOGRAPHY OF TRADE:
APPROACHES IN THE- LITERATURE

sy e
¢ T, "over the past o G A or'more a

ial

emerged in history and in historical geog-

& . 11terature ha
. raphy on 'Ehe onglns and growth of central places and thelr N

hinter.\and_}n North - Amer.\.g‘a Explanatlons for the gxowth

o; central places have taken dlfferent farms. _Economm:

The more specxalized schoo-l L bus;ness

central places N

# .+ America,. (eg.’ Harrant

Brichey’ 1966) -




1965), specific” ethnic merchant communities (eg. Soltow, 19
Devine 1975), and merchant communities in certain ports and y

" regions (Papenfuse 1975, Sutherland 1978). Studies sich @b '
these have contributed greaély to our understanding of the ' N

Bew, if’

L4
« ecoromic and social structure of mercantile traéx-

any of these,. howevér, focus on: the spatialaséécts’ of trade,

and even when geograph1cal patterns ate dlscussed th Yy are

B @ . sweep:.ng in scale and are raxely mapped 4 §< Doerflxn_ r-‘J.QG:i)

The h:Lstorxca e .are the spatdai’

context of cen Eral. place theory (Chrlstaller 1966 Lemon \

- 1967, Bo:che:t

_967 Ward 1971) Thxs thecry proposes that .

centrality of .locatl

v mar'ket. It 'u’ses

suo as whol\esallnq. ‘argu

i.s an lnadequate model fnx exle:n



developing colonial area. This “mercantile model of settle-
g meni' stresses the importance of emerqinq co‘lon‘ial Atlantic.
-port centres and the role of seascnal ahd Hholesalxng trade
within the :etailxng system. It nlso shows the 1nf1uencg of
enttepreneur.\al tnditlon. expertise and individual xnxtiaf_;ve
upon the settlement/trarlmg system. The model descn.bes the T
process’ of wholesaling as it originally took place in the o
North ‘American context: Long distance: commodity ttade lz.nkéd
producers of ﬂnished goods in the 0ld World thh newly
i g developing scaple producing cenbtes in Amezica. . 'rhe grauual . i

——-‘>——mturntxon and development of trading links and sectlement

patterns is the central aspgct of this model. mE S ol

B Vance s notions have yet to be follbwed up serlously .

5 by hxstorxcal geographers. Mein'xq (1976), like Vanr_:e,

_an intei ng model of satlantic

‘_ :_ -+ but both cE their exanples emphasxze the emerqence of 1nland IO

R aqrana.n economies. Emplucal stmues adhere tn thxs app:oaCh




Newfoundland: The Historical

% g o : . Geograghx of lfrade - . i y
: g ¥ ) ! h L

I\ltly:mgh 1t is the cldest staple eéonomy estabhshed

. emp.u-.\cal literature.

and he gaognaphek s traditional oncern ‘w1tm (:he cultural

£ eastern North America

o ey landscape. ly the coLonial pnrts

and the fzshlnq settlements of thé ntﬁ'theast retamed flrm

inks w;th a Man.tune world. Here the merchant held rﬁway,

transportmq suppl).es from ovVeérseas, colle txng cod and other 7)
I

staple resources in exchanqe and shlppxng these overseas.

'l‘here are few ‘areas_in cclom.al North America where the
merchan\‘_s' role in the historical geography of. sett_lement is

. more éi?;nifiéant than in -Newfoundland Throughout most of \

Newfoundland's history Lté\people have relied. upon the e 5y, 5

ffshemes and overseas, trade. As the n\erchants and plantexs (:Z)l,

qf St. John's put it.in 1822, ". .. with the ! gle exception .-

% cf fish, we unpo:t everything we eatvand- dnnk, everythxng

we wear and everyth:mq we use; ven our houses are imported

’ from other*" cou.ntxies

= they are cmmpr:osed."1 .Merchants and the conduct of overseas

or at least the materials “¢rom whlc}l

trade, thérefore, are fu m __,1 t_q understidnding the early
. . . ; v i




. 'y

Maritime economy and sociéety of New. iland.  The
provided the commerc:.al fxamework w:\tm.n wh:l.ch prcductlon and
consumption took plé::. They brouqhﬁo the hshermen the

. P » artxcles they needed in retuin f.or fish v{hlch they carried

2 \to matket: © ‘ .

. Both h1stonani and historica ‘geoqraphexs have exammed

4 the Newfou d¥and merchant commmuty, its role in the formatxon

of. settlement and the mannér:-in wkuch the merchants conducted b5

ave concen!rated malnly on the;

ovezseps trade. These studie;

014 World

ﬁishery,
‘,. B Handéo"“qk 979 Davles l9BO),~Jersey (Ommer 1979),'France
) (La Morendlere 1962, Briére 1978).
Americp® (Head 1976

spaxn (Barkham 1977) ret

Liverpool, Hambuig and the Canad).an ports, all of them xmportant

in the trade, have not been examined. A‘ few scholars have
lnvestxgated the role of’ metchan\:s in specific outport settlnqs.
‘Handcock - (1977 1979):.and Thoknton, (1977 1979), £o3 example,

have examined the influence of merc

ts, Ln the‘ peopl‘ing of

‘l‘n.nxty Bay and the Straxt oi Belle Isle respectively and .

tthere ’hxstonca}s-geographwal studies by Ommer” (19,75) “‘on

% “the Jersey ﬁ.shery in Gaspe and Mannxon (1977) on trade and
vsettlement in western’ Newfoundland. chang (1975), a. histonan,

» has bcnsidered the role of the Dartmcutlz’ﬁm of Newmans in

f.\shery an the south coast.- Much of th).s

: and i’reland (Mannion 1980). Only Greenock,




settllement and the development of mercantile “trade by examining -

the initial inflow of people, subsequent popllation growth,

settlement e on and thege ic forms of trad€ By

/—ﬁ\thnic or cultural groups. Ryanr (1983) has been the- énly

\ schalax to deal with the marketing of cod; his study c

-

Py on the ninet ‘cé}\tury ibex‘ian market.
g, the major 1acm-me in the hxbtoxxcal literature
on Newfoundland is an.analysis of .;he port of sc. Jahn 's and 4 ' 5

particularly the role of the merchant comunxty there. The 3

o

Show, - rchant community witneased rapid éﬁ)}th after 1800. Only

population changes "

ecently hav‘e 1?!!: and export val
ocgu ational an ethnic composi(:ion begun to be quam:if;ed

fur the nmeteenth century (Mannion, 1987). Prev;ous research
fccused on the merchants' pohtical role (Hatthews 1968, 1977,

> Smith 19GB Baket' ‘1982). " There are no “studies or tf\e St. John's

» rchaﬂt comunxty comparable to- those produc!d for llaixfax & “
T = ve N

- (Sutherland l976, 1978), Saint John (Acheson 1979), Mongreal
|

(Dechén S

974) B ox\ e\(emlnuxsbourg (Bosher 1975, Moore 1979).

ave Lugely 1gnorad St John a. Such bysic questicns as




A Some scholars have noted that the Scots formed an
* : unpartent part of the st. John's mgrchhnt camunxty (Inru\s

st 19 Aias’rzsn uauhews 195:1- 42& -432; MacMillan 1972: 52-54).

As yet, howevgr, there has-~been no detailed study of them

.. - . 'By contrast-a énn!iderable Iiterature exists on the s:.-océuh

mexc)lam: xnfluence in/t;he West Indles, along the* American

. .
‘geaboaxd, ingy Quebec and in the. Marxtimes. Y A
o E.Scuttl.éﬂ ! played an ;...,m .:oxe» i Golonia. /.
. ' Nerth American ce in _the ei .centqry. 'l‘hsy
- ” brqught goods, .capital and expertise from“the Clyde region of '

s::o‘uand and tbok staples in exchanqe from colonial pruducexs
who possess&d ,lu:tle capit.ﬂ. cf thei: own..., Foodstuffs, »notablye.
salt neats, b:ead and butte:, textxles, 1eather goods, xron "

mplements an glass were ‘loaded on. ahips at dlfferent centxes e

RS

% along t.he Clyde and cranspérbe across. the Atlantic to colonial

centuty.. i By the 11205, there was a sigm.nc‘ant Scotus N !
mercham: community .mvolved in the tcbaccc trade of vh: n.:L\a




‘in Tobago, Grenada, Jamaica, St. Kitt's, St. Vincent, and .
Dominica. Sugar; rum, molasses and cotton from thesé islands - *

totalled 22 percent of-all Scottish imports in 1790. -Exports

o= ; . ey
of provisicns, finished: cloth and iron products to these o &
s places’ accounted for 26 percent of the Scottxsh total. ’

(Devlne, 1978) .

w5

Tlus Scottlsh traq:mg emp:.re stretched northwards to#

B embrace theﬁmxddle Colonxes, New England but;partlcula

Brltlsh Ngrth Amer:u:a. Halifax attracted Scottlsh entr‘e- y

8 " " as London's trade there . faded. (MacMil n, 1972; Sutherland’

¥ % '1983). William Foi‘sythe, for example, established at Hal;fax
b by 1784,Aand ‘he meorted vgoods from his -Greenock partners . g 5
- L Rob%rtson and Hunter to supply e British gartison and/the T
77, cod iJ.sher Hxs trade network stretched £rom Saint John to . =

B, . the Ga§pe and Westwards to Newfoundland. 4There was a small

I Scottish merchant communxty in Saint John by 1800. Lesser

. " centres such as St. Andxews, chtou, Cha:lottetown and*

Miramichi, became foci for Clyde cofimerce shortly thereafter e

(Bnggey, 1983). Trade with the Maritimes focused infi iallj e
s ; on supphes to the Bntlsh mllxtary and to thé fxshenes,

it was, however, a relatxvely modest busz.ness until the rise
of tl_lnber after the turn of the century‘

At least eleven firms were engaged in Quebec traffic

| Textiles, construccion tools




.

fur, potash and grain.  Scots penetrated‘% into the wéstern

1ntenor of Cgnada with the North West Eompany ‘and Scots S

clerks and agents compnsad over half of the management of 9

this far‘-‘fhmq fur tradiflg region. »i'i'héy cane from a wme

variety of places in Scotland. Tl ?,,

Early in the nineteenth century saottxsh mercham:s =

their. scale 1n cbion1a1 tradiug. By the»‘18305, they were )
i

>: mg over 100 vessels annually with timber for Br1t1sh

employlng over ‘1 /000 men and supplymg an even qk‘gu:ez

‘1981). Later in the n.meteénth céntury, Scott;sh
merchants. played an' :unportant role J.n the development; of the
' traffic in gra:l.n fx‘om Upper (_\nada lMcCalla, 19721 sy
‘ Scotlangi s, em:ry 1nto the: trade came relatively late il

_in the long h).story of European 1nvolvement in’ the cod fishery

e
of the northwestexwtlantic. There is a report of Scottxsh

.J.nvol\lemem: in Newfoundland; as. early as 1704, but £his was N BRI

very ir slqnxflcant, probably represem‘.:mg a‘few, goods shippeﬂ .

to NewfoundLanﬂ Exom ‘Scotland on. specu;at:.on.z 'I‘he rise oﬁ

scottish trade to Newfoundland occurred d\iring ar ii a,fter the »




"wéx:e cax:r:v.ed on ships across, the Atlantlc.

exceeded £700 in 1771, soared to over £17,000 in 1776 and

stabilized around& 000 per annum at the close of the

Alrgncan Revoluu 3

In 1786, only ‘five Scottish firms

2 Were 1nvo,‘|ved in the Nawfoundland trade.
Any measure cf overseas trade must be seen thhm the
'context of shipp:mg“, since all goods, techgology and people -

In the late 17908
uibe ‘
the nurber of vessels ).nvolved in- the Greenock trade rose

sharply (E‘Lqure J.'l)l .> There were an average of’ 14 vessels

per annum voyaging to Newfoundland from Scotland betwe‘en

1785 and 1794. This increased to 20 betwaar 1795 -1799, and- -/ ¢
\

3‘ between 1799 ,13051. The average for 1806- 1810 was 49, and
“in 1811-1815 it reaci(:ed 53 vessels.

thé number of vessels trading between ”A
| 2
Scotland and Newfoundland up untll 1814 reflects in part P

the .general pr.ospen.(“.y en]oxed by Newfoundland duran the ' T

Ndpoleonic wars (Ryaﬂ 1971: 35). Newfcundland controlled

much of the world salt cod market. . Af an unprecedented

peak in the “trade-in ‘1814, pnces of fi

f'e"lll- and ecpnomic

depression s&t in. Tne averaqe number of SCOttxsh" vessels ‘

trading. to NJEoundland as measured by Lloyds was down to: 32




. Number ‘of Vesseis Engaged in: 7
the Scothsh Newfbundland' Trade, 1777 = 1827 .
* ' Numbey u': Vesnela' L g e E FE L e ' .
¢ 70 J-‘ A o R . KRS8 | iy 3 o 70
(| . 804, Lioyds Registey of Shipping L . ' A
M 8 1793 Repoit,of thé Trade .
‘ "and Piahery to Newfoundland " \
56 —* — Gaps n, solid line indicate " 50 =
no data wvailable ,
4040 ‘.
30 4
20 4 ‘
10, f 5 . 10
y % g + v
0 b T e 0
1777- 1782 © 17877 1732 \“1737 1802, . 1807 {812 1817 1827
- s 3 P =
Figure 1:1 « - © . : x5
“Séurce: M.H.G., llayd s Register of Shipping, 1777- laz7 “P.AN.L., Third Report “tiom
1 A the Committe Appo(ntld to Enqulrg into- the” State of Trade to valaundlind.
2 1793, 9 2
= B ! . = 2 PR - .

R

)




: ' .
_Crawfords firm owed over 100,000 pounds 'to creditors and
was the largest insolvency to ‘that’ po‘in}; iﬁ\Newfoundl.and
,ﬂistcry.‘

A slxght rec_cvery dia- oceur by 1820, and addltlonall}:j .

~
sv%‘eep:mg changes occurred ul the spaual patterns of
Newfoundlaud overseas - trade. Scottish mexchants began i’.‘o

©run., thelr bpezations more dlrectly from St. John's; where.

supply and market mformutlon was_more accuxai:e. There was

1@ movement away from a dependsnce upon Greenock for detismn—

makxﬂg and as & supply source. North‘Anrencan ports in- R

creasmgly replaced Greenock -after 1820. Thus although Scots”

o o 5o
d contlnued as. a.strong ,‘force in Newfoundland.after‘ the 1817

B e depressmn, albext in a ;estructured fashion, Greenock.was of -

d:LmJ.n:LshJ.ng 1mportance.

The .. gxowhh Of Scottish trade to Newfoundland shuws that

i Sgcttxsh merchants played an increasmgly xmportan{ role.in:

. understandan of the part played by. Scottish merchanbﬁ By

analyzing ShlpS and the :outes they saxled. the importance

of. the vessel to the merchant will-be explprgd. The signxfi-

cance of various supply and mazket locations v}hich were used

by Scots w111.\—mdicate the degree of dz.ffe_zenfe from gvene_r‘ai‘































































































































































































































































































































































































































	001_Cover
	002_Inside Cover
	003_Blank Page
	004_Blank Page
	005_Title Page
	006_Copyright Information
	007_Abstract
	008_Abstract ii
	009_Abstract iii
	010_Acknowledgements
	011_Acknowledgements v
	012_Table of Contents
	013_Table of Contents vii
	014_List of Tables
	015_List of Figures
	016_Chapter I - Page 1
	017_Page 2
	018_Page 3
	019_Page 4
	020_Page 5
	021_Page 6
	022_Page 7
	023_Page 8
	024_Page 9
	025_Page 10
	026_Page 11
	027_Page 12
	028_Page 13
	029_Page 14
	030_Chapter II - Page 15
	031_Page 16
	032_Page 17
	033_Page 18
	034_Page 19
	035_Page 20
	036_Page 21
	037_Page 22
	038_Page 23
	039_Page 24
	040_Page 25
	041_Page 26
	042_Page 27
	043_Page 28
	044_Page 29
	045_Page 30
	046_Page 31
	047_Page 32
	048_Page 33
	049_Page 34
	050_Page 34a
	051_Page 35
	052_Page 36
	053_Chapter III - Page 37
	054_Page 38
	055_Page 39
	056_Page 40
	057_Page 41
	058_Page 42
	059_Page 43
	060_Page 44
	061_Page 45
	062_Page 46
	063_Page 47
	064_Page 48
	065_Page 49
	066_Page 50
	067_Page 51
	068_Page 52
	069_Page 53
	070_Page 54
	071_Page 55
	072_Page 56
	073_Page 57
	074_Page 58
	075_Page 59
	076_Page 60
	077_Page 61
	078_Page 62
	079_Page 63
	080_Chapter IV - Page 64
	081_Page 65
	082_Page 66
	083_Page 67
	084_Page 68
	085_Page 69
	086_Page 70
	087_Page 71
	088_Page 72
	089_Page 73
	090_Page 74
	091_Page 75
	092_Page 76
	093_Page 77
	094_Page 78
	095_Page 79
	096_Page 80
	097_Page 81
	098_Page 82
	099_Page 83
	101_Page 84
	102_Page 85
	103_Page 86
	104_Page 87
	105_Page 88
	106_Page 89
	107_Page 90
	108_Page 91
	109_Page 92
	110_Page 93
	111_Page 94
	112_Chapter V - Page 95
	113_Page 96
	114_Page 97
	115_Page 98
	116_Page 99
	117_Page 100
	118_Page 101
	119_Page 102
	120_Page 103
	121_Page 104
	122_Page 105
	123_Page 106
	124_Page 107
	125_Page 108
	126_Page 109
	127_Page 110
	128_Page 111
	129_Page 112
	130_Page 113
	131_Page 114
	132_Page 115
	133_Page 116
	134_Chapter VI - Page 117
	135_Page 118
	136_Page 119
	137_Page 120
	138_Page 121
	139_Page 122
	140_Page 123
	141_Page 124
	142_Page 125
	143_Page 126
	144_Page 127
	145_Page 128
	146_Page 129
	147_Page 130
	148_Page 131
	149_Page 132
	150_Page 133
	151_Page 134
	152_Bibliography
	153_Page 136
	154_Page 137
	155_Page 138
	156_Page 139
	157_Page 140
	158_Page 141
	159_Page 142
	160_Page 143
	161_Page 144
	162_Blank Page
	163_Blank Page
	164_Inside Back Cover
	165_Back Cover

