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" ,Anerica, supplying qoods\m the garrisons and to the British .

o~

stxll marufest taday. ’l‘h1s communlty had daep roots

Régular s;ottish trade with Newfoundland ‘extend
iy 3

s a A
_ to the American War of Independence, and partxcglarly its

4 )
aftermath The lucrative Scottish trafﬁ:.c

t8bacco with

‘the southern coloru.es was arzest‘ed dnrmq the war and. some

Clyde*merchants e: reccerf :he;.: ‘trade to British North

¥

&' fishery.® This fishery was by then long established in
3 S I -

ewfoundldnd. Scottish trade.expanded during tf®

ine the nme‘ﬁeenth century and sccttlsh merchants. were lured o /

N
£o St.-John's amylts _outport to manage tha trade. Like
; P -

% t)-ne vast majori\:y of cther~§£1;ish merchants they did not

.in Newfoundland expanded

Wars Scottish merchants ters to

St. John's and established‘a\be manent_community there.




/ g -,

N “'c 1790 and 1335. 1t focuses on the emergence of 'Greenock as

a leadm supply centre for \@lewfoundland earl)xn the-‘nl.ne-

teenth century, and its. subsequent dechne asfother parts

B3 di¥lodged* British and Irish ports from a long-standlng trade

by:'the 18305” Most, of the suppiies sent to Newfoundland by

N Scottlsh merchants were sent' on St:ott:.sh “Ships’ and cod and

'; < cod cil were carr:.ed the markets on these vessels. \This
thesis reccnstructs the spatial patterns of Scottish shxpping

in the North Atlant).c, from the initial tentatzve and mainly

éhuttle’ voyages between the Clyde and st. John's in-the

: eighteenth century‘ more elaborate multilateral routes,

1ntegrat1ng three or more distinct and widely scattered areas

azound the Atlantz.c lnto the trading network in the 18305.

/ «a temporary to a permanenf: rem.dent merchant communlty betwe’epr:.\

~

B The transition from a 'y to a xesnient. merchant

society was' a slow process. Initial’ly.’the Scottis!

- . presence‘at St.. J’ohn"s‘comprised large‘ly‘f(oung unmarried

g, male clerks or agents for Clyde houses;’ living over stores

o on the waterfront, servmq out terms of, apprenticeship.

- Typically these men returned fo the, ’homeland, ]omed the
parent ompany as ]umor partners or set up ‘as merchants on
thezr own account. After arbund 1815 however, they began
to settle in, ﬁ‘t John s. They brought out their families,
bullt dw}ung mes and-expanded th&;a premz.ses on the .

waterfront. “Scots registered more agd mﬁ/vessels in
5

§t. John's' thzoughout the 1820s and 1830 their 'resiiiency

% . R » B
ii ! i

“

mercantile




. . N TN
increpsed. From 17'['9 to 1835, close t:) forty Scottish
.
firms wexe establishedA At their peak in 1814 there were
E g twelve ccmpanles operat{g, cont{olhng one-seventh of the

fa

- total Newfoundland trade...Thep dealt with English /and

Irisﬁ planters and their servants in the o\isﬁharbouvrs throu h.

a network of .Scottish and other agents, a?\_wanclng them I

B supplies in the spring .on a promise of their ﬂsh in the |
fall., ‘They also dealt extensively with other mexchants,

traders and artisans in St. John's. 6 1In this they were

! . typical of large -St. John s cod merchﬂts but they 'aia not 1

s v¥ the advantage of English and Irish merchants in i

Newfoundland who could trade wi(:h t’hen iellow countrymen. "L

. ’ The Scots in Newfoundland did"not fish.’ 'I‘hey were never

1ntarnat10nal trade. But by 1835 they wex:e a potent

meyantile forge in the Newfoundland trade. J

L The data for this thesis come from a wide range of, ;

N more than a txny‘/mxnormy and focused almost enuzely on ‘ X

arch:wal' ‘sources. Lloyd's Register “of Sh.\ppmg am:l St. John s

“ship registers were used to reconsttuc/Jthe patterns of

shlpp).ng and a pro£11e of Scuttxsh shipowners xn the cod

trade. 3, g corr » court

records, vxtal statxstics yills and business ré

provided a rich store of 1nforn|“:mn._21 the merchant

community through the early‘(nln\;teenth century.

N
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e sl ; Chapter I - ' .
. . ° v p
: ' THE MERCHANT comuumv AND THE GEOGRAPHY OF TRADE:
APPROACHES IN THE- LITERATURE

sy e
¢ T, "over the past o G A or'more a

ial

emerged in history and in historical geog-

& . 11terature ha
. raphy on 'Ehe onglns and growth of central places and thelr N

hinter.\and_}n North - Amer.\.g‘a Explanatlons for the gxowth

o; central places have taken dlfferent farms. _Economm:

The more specxalized schoo-l L bus;ness

central places N

# .+ America,. (eg.’ Harrant

Brichey’ 1966) -




1965), specific” ethnic merchant communities (eg. Soltow, 19
Devine 1975), and merchant communities in certain ports and y

" regions (Papenfuse 1975, Sutherland 1978). Studies sich @b '
these have contributed greaély to our understanding of the ' N

Bew, if’

L4
« ecoromic and social structure of mercantile traéx-

any of these,. howevér, focus on: the spatialaséécts’ of trade,

and even when geograph1cal patterns ate dlscussed th Yy are

B @ . sweep:.ng in scale and are raxely mapped 4 §< Doerflxn_ r-‘J.QG:i)

The h:Lstorxca e .are the spatdai’

context of cen Eral. place theory (Chrlstaller 1966 Lemon \

- 1967, Bo:che:t

_967 Ward 1971) Thxs thecry proposes that .

centrality of .locatl

v mar'ket. It 'u’ses

suo as whol\esallnq. ‘argu

i.s an lnadequate model fnx exle:n



developing colonial area. This “mercantile model of settle-
g meni' stresses the importance of emerqinq co‘lon‘ial Atlantic.
-port centres and the role of seascnal ahd Hholesalxng trade
within the :etailxng system. It nlso shows the 1nf1uencg of
enttepreneur.\al tnditlon. expertise and individual xnxtiaf_;ve
upon the settlement/trarlmg system. The model descn.bes the T
process’ of wholesaling as it originally took place in the o
North ‘American context: Long distance: commodity ttade lz.nkéd
producers of ﬂnished goods in the 0ld World thh newly
i g developing scaple producing cenbtes in Amezica. . 'rhe grauual . i

——-‘>——mturntxon and development of trading links and sectlement

patterns is the central aspgct of this model. mE S ol

B Vance s notions have yet to be follbwed up serlously .

5 by hxstorxcal geographers. Mein'xq (1976), like Vanr_:e,

_an intei ng model of satlantic

‘_ :_ -+ but both cE their exanples emphasxze the emerqence of 1nland IO

R aqrana.n economies. Emplucal stmues adhere tn thxs app:oaCh




Newfoundland: The Historical

% g o : . Geograghx of lfrade - . i y
: g ¥ ) ! h L

I\ltly:mgh 1t is the cldest staple eéonomy estabhshed

. emp.u-.\cal literature.

and he gaognaphek s traditional oncern ‘w1tm (:he cultural

£ eastern North America

o ey landscape. ly the coLonial pnrts

and the fzshlnq settlements of thé ntﬁ'theast retamed flrm

inks w;th a Man.tune world. Here the merchant held rﬁway,

transportmq suppl).es from ovVeérseas, colle txng cod and other 7)
I

staple resources in exchanqe and shlppxng these overseas.

'l‘here are few ‘areas_in cclom.al North America where the
merchan\‘_s' role in the historical geography of. sett_lement is

. more éi?;nifiéant than in -Newfoundland Throughout most of \

Newfoundland's history Lté\people have relied. upon the e 5y, 5

ffshemes and overseas, trade. As the n\erchants and plantexs (:Z)l,

qf St. John's put it.in 1822, ". .. with the ! gle exception .-

% cf fish, we unpo:t everything we eatvand- dnnk, everythxng

we wear and everyth:mq we use; ven our houses are imported

’ from other*" cou.ntxies

= they are cmmpr:osed."1 .Merchants and the conduct of overseas

or at least the materials “¢rom whlc}l

trade, thérefore, are fu m __,1 t_q understidnding the early
. . . ; v i




. 'y

Maritime economy and sociéety of New. iland.  The
provided the commerc:.al fxamework w:\tm.n wh:l.ch prcductlon and
consumption took plé::. They brouqhﬁo the hshermen the

. P » artxcles they needed in retuin f.or fish v{hlch they carried

2 \to matket: © ‘ .

. Both h1stonani and historica ‘geoqraphexs have exammed

4 the Newfou d¥and merchant commmuty, its role in the formatxon

of. settlement and the mannér:-in wkuch the merchants conducted b5

ave concen!rated malnly on the;

ovezseps trade. These studie;

014 World

ﬁishery,
‘,. B Handéo"“qk 979 Davles l9BO),~Jersey (Ommer 1979),'France
) (La Morendlere 1962, Briére 1978).
Americp® (Head 1976

spaxn (Barkham 1977) ret

Liverpool, Hambuig and the Canad).an ports, all of them xmportant

in the trade, have not been examined. A‘ few scholars have
lnvestxgated the role of’ metchan\:s in specific outport settlnqs.
‘Handcock - (1977 1979):.and Thoknton, (1977 1979), £o3 example,

have examined the influence of merc

ts, Ln the‘ peopl‘ing of

‘l‘n.nxty Bay and the Straxt oi Belle Isle respectively and .

tthere ’hxstonca}s-geographwal studies by Ommer” (19,75) “‘on

% “the Jersey ﬁ.shery in Gaspe and Mannxon (1977) on trade and
vsettlement in western’ Newfoundland. chang (1975), a. histonan,

» has bcnsidered the role of the Dartmcutlz’ﬁm of Newmans in

f.\shery an the south coast.- Much of th).s

: and i’reland (Mannion 1980). Only Greenock,




settllement and the development of mercantile “trade by examining -

the initial inflow of people, subsequent popllation growth,

settlement e on and thege ic forms of trad€ By

/—ﬁ\thnic or cultural groups. Ryanr (1983) has been the- énly

\ schalax to deal with the marketing of cod; his study c

-

Py on the ninet ‘cé}\tury ibex‘ian market.
g, the major 1acm-me in the hxbtoxxcal literature
on Newfoundland is an.analysis of .;he port of sc. Jahn 's and 4 ' 5

particularly the role of the merchant comunxty there. The 3

o

Show, - rchant community witneased rapid éﬁ)}th after 1800. Only

population changes "

ecently hav‘e 1?!!: and export val
ocgu ational an ethnic composi(:ion begun to be quam:if;ed

fur the nmeteenth century (Mannion, 1987). Prev;ous research
fccused on the merchants' pohtical role (Hatthews 1968, 1977,

> Smith 19GB Baket' ‘1982). " There are no “studies or tf\e St. John's

» rchaﬂt comunxty comparable to- those produc!d for llaixfax & “
T = ve N

- (Sutherland l976, 1978), Saint John (Acheson 1979), Mongreal
|

(Dechén S

974) B ox\ e\(emlnuxsbourg (Bosher 1975, Moore 1979).

ave Lugely 1gnorad St John a. Such bysic questicns as




A Some scholars have noted that the Scots formed an
* : unpartent part of the st. John's mgrchhnt camunxty (Inru\s

st 19 Aias’rzsn uauhews 195:1- 42& -432; MacMillan 1972: 52-54).

As yet, howevgr, there has-~been no detailed study of them

.. - . 'By contrast-a énn!iderable Iiterature exists on the s:.-océuh

mexc)lam: xnfluence in/t;he West Indles, along the* American

. .
‘geaboaxd, ingy Quebec and in the. Marxtimes. Y A
o E.Scuttl.éﬂ ! played an ;...,m .:oxe» i Golonia. /.
. ' Nerth American ce in _the ei .centqry. 'l‘hsy
- ” brqught goods, .capital and expertise from“the Clyde region of '

s::o‘uand and tbok staples in exchanqe from colonial pruducexs
who possess&d ,lu:tle capit.ﬂ. cf thei: own..., Foodstuffs, »notablye.
salt neats, b:ead and butte:, textxles, 1eather goods, xron "

mplements an glass were ‘loaded on. ahips at dlfferent centxes e

RS

% along t.he Clyde and cranspérbe across. the Atlantic to colonial

centuty.. i By the 11205, there was a sigm.nc‘ant Scotus N !
mercham: community .mvolved in the tcbaccc trade of vh: n.:L\a




‘in Tobago, Grenada, Jamaica, St. Kitt's, St. Vincent, and .
Dominica. Sugar; rum, molasses and cotton from thesé islands - *

totalled 22 percent of-all Scottish imports in 1790. -Exports

o= ; . ey
of provisicns, finished: cloth and iron products to these o &
s places’ accounted for 26 percent of the Scottxsh total. ’

(Devlne, 1978) .

w5

Tlus Scottlsh traq:mg emp:.re stretched northwards to#

B embrace theﬁmxddle Colonxes, New England but;partlcula

Brltlsh Ngrth Amer:u:a. Halifax attracted Scottlsh entr‘e- y

8 " " as London's trade there . faded. (MacMil n, 1972; Sutherland’

¥ % '1983). William Foi‘sythe, for example, established at Hal;fax
b by 1784,Aand ‘he meorted vgoods from his -Greenock partners . g 5
- L Rob%rtson and Hunter to supply e British gartison and/the T
77, cod iJ.sher Hxs trade network stretched £rom Saint John to . =

B, . the Ga§pe and Westwards to Newfoundland. 4There was a small

I Scottish merchant communxty in Saint John by 1800. Lesser

. " centres such as St. Andxews, chtou, Cha:lottetown and*

Miramichi, became foci for Clyde cofimerce shortly thereafter e

(Bnggey, 1983). Trade with the Maritimes focused infi iallj e
s ; on supphes to the Bntlsh mllxtary and to thé fxshenes,

it was, however, a relatxvely modest busz.ness until the rise
of tl_lnber after the turn of the century‘

At least eleven firms were engaged in Quebec traffic

| Textiles, construccion tools




.

fur, potash and grain.  Scots penetrated‘% into the wéstern

1ntenor of Cgnada with the North West Eompany ‘and Scots S

clerks and agents compnsad over half of the management of 9

this far‘-‘fhmq fur tradiflg region. »i'i'héy cane from a wme

variety of places in Scotland. Tl ?,,

Early in the nineteenth century saottxsh mercham:s =

their. scale 1n cbion1a1 tradiug. By the»‘18305, they were )
i

>: mg over 100 vessels annually with timber for Br1t1sh

employlng over ‘1 /000 men and supplymg an even qk‘gu:ez

‘1981). Later in the n.meteénth céntury, Scott;sh
merchants. played an' :unportant role J.n the development; of the
' traffic in gra:l.n fx‘om Upper (_\nada lMcCalla, 19721 sy
‘ Scotlangi s, em:ry 1nto the: trade came relatively late il

_in the long h).story of European 1nvolvement in’ the cod fishery

e
of the northwestexwtlantic. There is a report of Scottxsh

.J.nvol\lemem: in Newfoundland; as. early as 1704, but £his was N BRI

very ir slqnxflcant, probably represem‘.:mg a‘few, goods shippeﬂ .

to NewfoundLanﬂ Exom ‘Scotland on. specu;at:.on.z 'I‘he rise oﬁ

scottish trade to Newfoundland occurred d\iring ar ii a,fter the »




"wéx:e cax:r:v.ed on ships across, the Atlantlc.

exceeded £700 in 1771, soared to over £17,000 in 1776 and

stabilized around& 000 per annum at the close of the

Alrgncan Revoluu 3

In 1786, only ‘five Scottish firms

2 Were 1nvo,‘|ved in the Nawfoundland trade.
Any measure cf overseas trade must be seen thhm the
'context of shipp:mg“, since all goods, techgology and people -

In the late 17908
uibe ‘
the nurber of vessels ).nvolved in- the Greenock trade rose

sharply (E‘Lqure J.'l)l .> There were an average of’ 14 vessels

per annum voyaging to Newfoundland from Scotland betwe‘en

1785 and 1794. This increased to 20 betwaar 1795 -1799, and- -/ ¢
\

3‘ between 1799 ,13051. The average for 1806- 1810 was 49, and
“in 1811-1815 it reaci(:ed 53 vessels.

thé number of vessels trading between ”A
| 2
Scotland and Newfoundland up untll 1814 reflects in part P

the .general pr.ospen.(“.y en]oxed by Newfoundland duran the ' T

Ndpoleonic wars (Ryaﬂ 1971: 35). Newfcundland controlled

much of the world salt cod market. . Af an unprecedented

peak in the “trade-in ‘1814, pnces of fi

f'e"lll- and ecpnomic

depression s&t in. Tne averaqe number of SCOttxsh" vessels ‘

trading. to NJEoundland as measured by Lloyds was down to: 32




. Number ‘of Vesseis Engaged in: 7
the Scothsh Newfbundland' Trade, 1777 = 1827 .
* ' Numbey u': Vesnela' L g e E FE L e ' .
¢ 70 J-‘ A o R . KRS8 | iy 3 o 70
(| . 804, Lioyds Registey of Shipping L . ' A
M 8 1793 Repoit,of thé Trade .
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4040 ‘.
30 4
20 4 ‘
10, f 5 . 10
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0 b T e 0
1777- 1782 © 17877 1732 \“1737 1802, . 1807 {812 1817 1827
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Figure 1:1 « - © . : x5
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: ' .
_Crawfords firm owed over 100,000 pounds 'to creditors and
was the largest insolvency to ‘that’ po‘in}; iﬁ\Newfoundl.and
,ﬂistcry.‘

A slxght rec_cvery dia- oceur by 1820, and addltlonall}:j .

~
sv%‘eep:mg changes occurred ul the spaual patterns of
Newfoundlaud overseas - trade. Scottish mexchants began i’.‘o

©run., thelr bpezations more dlrectly from St. John's; where.

supply and market mformutlon was_more accuxai:e. There was

1@ movement away from a dependsnce upon Greenock for detismn—

makxﬂg and as & supply source. North‘Anrencan ports in- R

creasmgly replaced Greenock -after 1820. Thus although Scots”

o o 5o
d contlnued as. a.strong ,‘force in Newfoundland.after‘ the 1817

B e depressmn, albext in a ;estructured fashion, Greenock.was of -

d:LmJ.n:LshJ.ng 1mportance.

The .. gxowhh Of Scottish trade to Newfoundland shuws that

i Sgcttxsh merchants played an increasmgly xmportan{ role.in:

. understandan of the part played by. Scottish merchanbﬁ By

analyzing ShlpS and the :outes they saxled. the importance

of. the vessel to the merchant will-be explprgd. The signxfi-

cance of various supply and mazket locations v}hich were used

by Scots w111.\—mdicate the degree of dz.ffe_zenfe from gvene_r‘ai‘




.

Newfoundland trade patterns.' .

e } “The main focus of this thesis is the geography of trade

o ‘byvthe Scottish merchant collm\unlty. This trade is analyzed

L by chapters focusing on sh;pp:Lng, the composxtwn cf catqoes =

and a_ slngle fl.rm study at three polnt\s in time, x.v.e. C. 1780,

Anothex

- scottzsh merohunt commun ty developed theu- txade.

wlthxn st John s and :Lts hxntenand. The s!ﬂlal changes‘

tn a relatlvely stable resmen_s merchant communxty in the 3

m:.d 18305 are centx:al to this thesis. '’ 2 B
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Publ:l.c APthives of Iéwfoundland and Labxado: (hertatter
PANL‘, Colonial’ Offjces Correspondence (heerter co 194).- -
65, L—Z, May 6, 1822.

2

mu;, 0 195, Vol.. 3, E-1-3, Decémber 12, 17’05‘.

. Scottish Record, ofnce, Edinburgh, The Cleyhom
Inspecto of Imports and Exports, Customhouse Ed.mhurgh,
Februuy, 1786.

‘4,

Lloz gister of Shipping for the Yea B + London'
alabin (Reprinted by Gregg Press Li » Holland);
PANL British Government Reco¥ds, GB5 #2, Thitd Report#¥rom
. the' Committee Appointed to Enquire into: the State of Trade to
Newfoundlandg 1793. B .
: -~ e
) 5Most of the’ data for this figure came from Lloyds

“Register of Shipping} a’ survey of vessels published annuallf. s
Th).s Solirce reveals all vessels listed as Greenock (home port) -

and Newfoundland' (port of destination). Comparison to the £

* *1793".Report on the Fishery and Trade suggests Lloyds to be a -

Jf vessels engaged in the
Neufoundland -Scottish tradé. Although little usell as a source
‘by historians, Lloyds does provide an annual survey of . .
.wéssels. For Newfoundland there is no other guantitative ¥
source apart from Lloyds Lxst of Voyages th#% can be used -
time for . Unfortunately, the~ .
Clyde “ports are listed only sporadically in Lloyds List,
especxar_ly after. 1800.

i Gpmm, Records of the Surrogate Court, GNS71/A/L,.
: Abstract of General Statement of the Estate of Crawfdkds -

‘and Company, May 30, 1818. ot al
Py el L " g s ’ w
.
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Group Archives (hereufter MHG) . The g




Chapter - IT

SHIPS AND SHIPPING

Inches, and, the mamland.

was catrxed xn shlps k



,using computer technology. * He found/ that:

. ‘merchants were using mostly Newlntﬁfa‘n'd

early.as 1698, but- they, were only half the size of'the -
\vessels whmh weré built in England. & 'l‘hls reflected s New

England sh}pb\.\llﬂlhg scene geared prlmar 1y o' the coas(: 1

ssels . Some




areds, since they could not afford vessels, This confirms

© % shephard and Walton's finding that the complexities of over-

seas trade resulted in a hzthy orgamzed system restricted

to speclilc locations- for economic reasons. -

Thls chapter will apply some of the concepts whx h were

oas\:, uhereas Newfoundland merc ants,t:aded wn:h at 1east‘

f‘.‘




" . ¥ s 8
‘passenqers and car.rying buildxng materials and fishing
“supplies. Host of the vessels bound for Neufoundland from

Ireland in the early 1800s were owped by West Cqunt_.ry

" e
merchants (Mannion, 1980). These vessels left the West

Councry in early spring partially loaded with passengers and

T goods such as' cloth and hshxng supplies. Irish ports such
a§ watezford and Cork were often the snext stop before -

Newfoundla d.« In Ireland, salted provisxons and . more v

passenqers wWere ‘obtained. The vessels—would hen. sail to

Newfcundia '. for ‘the spring fishery. These vessels sometimes

proceeded to market, in"suthérn Burope in  sulmer and ‘often -

" returned for a second cargo. R . o

Numefous Scottish vessels'departéd ‘Greenock for - -~
" Newfcundland.in the spring as well, but their route vas '
ixéua'uy to the north of Ireland. -These vessels cleared:for . .7
a Southern European mtket or the west lndus after dxscharq-‘
ing. prov;sxcns and shop goods in'st, John s. Unlv.tke the West
Countty and Irish mexchants, Scots xarely transported passenqers
except for -a handful of scobtxsh professionals. Some vessela

K returned tor Newfoundland in the smmner for anothe: cargo cf

A

“, wait d untxl the 'fall to :eplenish 'pzinq supplxes. Vessels

d a full ballast load
v

caxgoes ‘of" qalc cod ior s«:uthérn\ Europe. JIf d,{spa:ched early

¥ g ~




market in Iberia or the‘da:ribhean‘l ¥
) - et e

Initially, Scottish shipping to Newfoundland wa

sporadic: ‘There is no récord of Scottish shipping,to

Newfoundland in Lloyds L;Lst before 1781, apart from one

%
3t vesseLwﬁxch arrxved fx:om Ayx-in: 1773. Clearly Lloyds List ‘

gottxsh ‘exports amouhted to £17,000 in 1775.

. R A
Betieen 1'751 1791 Lloyds List erarcs 71 veddels depa:ting . |

z - Greenock for Newfoundland. . These vessels were ‘sack. shlps, 5l

P
L many of them shuttlan back and forth between the. Clyde and

R . . St. Jokin's with supplles. Merchants from Scot,‘l.arxd were in- ' g by

volved in supplying the st. John s garrlson and the Newfound- i
o
- land fxshery.

It was not‘ until after the Amerxcan ‘Revolution
# that Scots'ventuIEG into the fish markets, and even,then the v i

volume of. txadeuwas 'small. only 13 vessels cleared St. John's \

o~ for southern Euzope betwedn 1781-1791. - Between 1790-1810° :

‘the market for Newfdundland cod in Southern Burope, ‘expanded ‘
' dramatxcally, larqely because of the Napcleonic wars whxch
tled up the French fishery'and ‘created a greater need for AT
ptotem rich- food to feed the European armies. saots enterea LT
this fish.trade in force.. . o




B Scotkish Shipping Patterns: 1810 ",
- - 3

In 1810 the Scottish merchant trade system was based

almost entirely aro r(‘i‘Greennck, se. John's and Sauthern

. Europe. Seventy- twc of 99 slngle voyages £xom or to

“ Newfoundland 1ncluded Greenock or Southern Eurbpe gﬁie 2:1)8

Although the Scots concentrated on three regions; 1nc1ud1ng

Newfoundlan@. llke Morr:.s d).d, they were rarely usmg North

America as part of their trade. They preferred mstead to

use 0ld WOrld centres for buth’ suppl:.es and markets.

Salllngs between three ports 1n successiof by one Vessel"

reveal the ¢lose connecmons betweem the three prommenr.

of Scottish land trade. ‘Twe].\Ye vessels wh:.ch
brought supplles from Greeneck to Newfoundl?nd ‘also’ carrxed

cod off to the Southern-European market. 'Eleven of these

vessels returned to St. John's and nine “of them carzied another

cargo of fish to ‘SQuther'n Europe. This shows that many vessels

.did not venture beyond these three areas.’ G 1
. :There were only a few vessels which. could be cansxdered

exa

2 al in their voyage patterns 1n 1810. oﬁly six
" sailed to more than three reglons (Fxgune 2:2). It will be

-shown later that ‘these excepuonal voyages :anx'eased by ‘the

15305. The Hawk and Arthur Owen were the only vessels wh;ch

used more than one Eurcpean supply port,‘md:\cating that *

vessels were closely- aligped to speclflc supplwrs. Fox
Packet used the West Indies and south Amerxca as’fish,markets

_and Lavinia used the West Indiés and SouthernvEurope. o . .

- . : -

»” : . B P ow



Suirce: P.A.N.L., Governor Duckworth Papers, Shippirg Records, 1810:

L

\

SCOTTISH MERCHANTS, ST. JOHNS

*.-PATTERNS OF TRADE, 1810

‘Figure 2:1
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Figure 2:2
P.A.N.L., Governor Duckworth Papers, Shipping Records, 1810.

" Source:



rica whl.le thei}/owner, Thomas Boag prepared fish -to send

-to ng:he/ Euraps. Boa‘§ ‘had two of his three vessels

in Bl‘l.tlsh Norch America -trade. Only une other

reqxons fo; ca:goes, although ’thelr 1nd1 1dua]. vessels fallowe 3

.
faxrly restrmted pa\ttsxns -

In 1818 the f;rst year for th.ch

and one marﬁet area. :The other mercham:s ma \d contact ._ A

sevex:al market and supply reqmns{ and three comj @nies'

with six other reglons besides Newfoundland. Althoudh

indiv;.dual vessels were tracing consxgtent and simple patterns -

axound the No:th m:].antic, these houses, Wh).Ch were. the 1argest,

were handl.\.ng ‘trade in dxverse corners of the" northern North . o

Atlant;e. Indivjidual 'ships: kept ths';r movements restricted,
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since famxllarxty w1th a umxted number of regions was a =

more efficient use of transportatxun. chever, individual

= " merchants sent’ i‘f{erent vessels to Other regions to capitalize

on_mox;e geographically idi.vsAp'e}.:sed trade opportunit,ies.‘ Lo

chnettions in 1933', Althouq‘ Greenuok 1tse1f id i’n’cxeas‘e' i

its’ shate of the market destxnation for vessels, mc of the.

vchan,qe ‘was. accounte »or by “North” Amencan and South Amerlcanb

ports’.v Thls ll}eant A threefold ncrease in the vessels uslnq 5

Only 14 perc’ént had sai,led to western

these westetn ports .

B e 'traqu system. ', u‘en essels made the Greenock-st‘ John s S

- or thlrd cargo. shuttle runs tn Bntish North America and
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| SCOTTISH MERGHANTS; ST JOHNS
_ PATTERNS OF TRADE, 1833

_é
~®

. oA AL o -
Goa aty L Figure 2:3 £ e
© " Sources PiA.N.L.,Royal Gazette; 1833, ..




southern Europe trade route. Nine vessels used more than o .
chree ports in their trade by thzs/yeaf and four of them _' *

cravellgd to five separate ports (E‘1gur'e 2:4). The Mary, The

Gulnare and The '

orval made triangula.r trlps from Newfaundland cow ol

to, the west Indies and then across the Atlantic' to Greenock. .

This re‘veals that vessels vere 1ess in need of direction’ fx:om

e Greenock and mo:eso from St. Juhn ‘&, . is sh:.ft to st Jo)m s e

f1ve regxons and were exyertly dlspatched. .’l‘hexx ownexs were

well 1nformed about conditxons in a’ va:xety of teglons. The

Annandale: carried exports to four markets an The Douglastown‘ 'l

5 salled to three lﬁarkets. The, waterthch use_

s ’suppxy x-egmns. Vessel moveinent had been less, developed in. "

- ;" 3 ALthough there. was flexxbxln:y, lsrqé' and, s‘ma‘_,‘ll“sh'ips‘

- vere genetally used for- d;ffetene purzses‘. shxps .éngAge'd -~

E S ’ in long distar«:e ttad;n_g we*'s usually rger (Ballyn 1959),

e, wheteas coastal and short voyage‘s"\ere handled by smaller

vessels (»Suther].and ;1.976). In order to deternune sues for
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onwards record all vessels newly registeréd -in: St.

Most Scottish-Newfoundland vessels -found il

were larger than those m tlg St. John's Regzstry‘ The

average size of ships listed with Lloydf was. 165 tons and

re betyeen 100 and 2007 toris; Anothe‘

" 60 percent of vessels v

ntrasc , Scottlsh shxps

25 percent wére even ‘larger. .By 1
< zegi‘steréd at, St. John's averaged 72 €ons and moxé “than

80 percent were. under 100 tons. 'l‘he laxqex Vegsals were

3 }Sy contr, st, ithe

3 voyages .

used prlmanly for transatlantx

3
heavily in the late 1820s and early 1830s. Scott:.s,

merchahts

between leZO 1325, and

had :egistere‘d only 32 vessels locall}

number in the next five years, whgn 71 new vessels 'wera

: _reqlstered by Scottlsh men:hants. Up to 1825, mcst new,

Greenock. Eighty-fivﬁ pe:cent af vessels eg. 'stere& in the P i i

: ¥ next decade were owned by merchants based in, St. John 8. s Local
[

dxstpnce trans-Atlantic* trdde of the earlier pexiod

James Fergus and Company represengs an excellent " : B

\ example of a Scottish Company who registered solely at " < R




St. John's. His trading profile shows that he traded mainly
_along the British Nirth American caast)and the United States.ll
His vessels averaged 66 tons and likesother' merchants who

ouned small vesséls, he relied upon merchants with larger i

¥ vessels to bnng gouds from across the Atlantic. l-'lunte‘rs and

Compahy, by cont;ast‘ had mostly large, foreign-going veésej.{"

§ X
and d1d not reg1ster them in St. John s. _The:.r avera?e véssel
12

— three times la:ger ‘than the /a‘verage #
Hunters needed 1atger ‘essels

'ma, the British: Islés and”southein

Wy and the remaxnder were English and Ir:r.,sn.“ By contrast, only "

27 percent ‘of the St John s reglstered Wssels were commanded..  -.

by Scottxsh captal.ns. S The reason fcr this 4ds lxkely “linked

o the avallab,llity of Irlsh, Engl:l.sh and nanve Jborn mastErs T

who were qualeled and familiar thh the geoq:aphy of coastal v

Newf undland._ Qne cannot help but- speculate, however, that -
? :

‘the. . u of In.sh and Engl 'sh captaxns was related to a desue
»h ve' \1ose lxnks with the predomlnantly anh Engl;sh ’ »

clxentele Newfoundland. /English and Irish captaxns wauld

x.&sbx.p and fnendshlp bbnds w1th Newfoundland fishermen -

wh:u:h would be useful for busxness transactwns.

o~ \ . 'The vesse].s»whxch Scots used were built moscly in

. British NorCh_ Ame;:ica and St:ocland. ,It 15,‘p0551ble that some
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vessels passed through several merchants hands from various
places before Scots received them. Nonetheless, 29 percent
were built in British North America and 28 ?ercent in -
Scotland. Fifteen percent were American built and eight
percent were English built. The remaining 15 percent carie
£rom Furope, the-West Indies, and as prizes. THe relative
importance of these sources did not change significantly

through time. From the late 1700s throuéh to thé 1830s

Scotland and British North America were ‘equally important

sources-for Scottish merchant vessels.
T6 understand more fully the patterns of Scottish
shipping, one must consider the degree to which Scots
chartered ‘vessels ar space on.vessels. Lang, Baine and
.Company, &:Scottish-firm from Greenock, esﬁablished' a small

Newfoundland Coripahy, This firm Was too small in scale to. -

own vi

els if its first few years of operation, between
1806 and 1811.. Lang, Baine and Company was almost always*
able. to find'space on vessels bound for St. John's from

Qreenock, and this made it easy for the firm to ship -
‘15

~ supplies. Problems arose in-St. John's however, when the ~

company's agents or partners readied cargoes of fish or oil
for ‘marketl ‘'Sirice fish was bulky in relation to .its value, -
" merchafits usually. shippéd.wholé loads on their own account.

1f metchants wished to ship £ish or oil to-market, they




almost always were forced to charter entire vessels.
Information on chartering of vessels exists for
August-December of 1818 and 1835.16 Theéc data represent
over half the Scottish vessel activity in these years. In
1ais, 22 of the 35 vessels (63 percent) carrying cargoes for
Scots were not owned.by them. In 1835, 27 of the 35 vessels,

or 73 percent with cargoes consigned to Scots were non-

.Uscottish. . In 1818, 18 of the 31 vessels (58 'pcrct':nr.) Scots

used -£6 carry hewfoundhnd produce to market belonged to

qther cy«'ne‘rs In LB35, 58 vessels carried expgrts for

scgttxsh me:chants and 40 (70 percent) were non=Scottish-

= vessels. In/the Eau a largq number of .wvesscls were nceded

to haul cargoes  of fxsh to market. The demand was much higher
than-the .available supply'bf: Scottish vessels, so.many were
chartered from o(-_her ship owners. %

It is quite evfde\nc that this demand for extra vesscls

Was seasonal. ‘In 1833, ;hree—fourths of advertisements

placed by Scots were in the months between January and July,

since the;r vessels were less active at ch;s time they actively

sought td hu—e them out to other lnerc,hanf.s. Lang, Baine and
Company s cor’espondence for 1806-1811 shows that they were
constan:ly 1ooking £cr vessels 1n the fall months. -This
autumn demand ’for extra vessels varled considerably with
Lndividual merchants. +.For example, in the fall of ‘1818 two

of" the top Scottish Newfaundland merchnnr. ship owners -

Stewart and Rennie, and- Thomas Boag ' and Company - rarely




chartered’ other merchants vesseIs‘. The largest merchant

ship owners, Hunters and Company chartered the majority of

their ships in the same.period. In X835, the two largest

ship owrh\rs 2 McBride.and Kerr, and ine, Jolinston ‘and - 1
Company’ -~ chlgrtqred a’'greater number of vessels t‘han they

owned. Third ‘and fourth ranking owners - Jan\es‘stewart ‘and:

‘Company ‘and Rennié, Stuart and Company - by contrast,made ;

greatey use 6f their own vessels. ~Ih both 1818 and 1835, all |

the smaller merehant: shipowners, those with five or less
vessels, chartered vessels from other merchants more than. ~
. they used their own. . g,

Although the pattern for the Scottish=Newfoundlangd "

merchant community as a whole is: indicative of the seasonal
need and' the overall demand for vessels, all merchants did
not £it this pattcrn. All Scottish merchants depended upoh
ships to transport goods but some mez'chapts were more
interested in investing in shipping than others. Merchants
were individuals with varying ideas about the best way to

obtain profit from overseas trade. N ey

' Conclusions

Scottish shipping to >Newfo\;f|dfan-d wentrthro\iq;x a m'xml;ér : g
of stages as Scottish trade matured between the 1780s and ‘
1830s. Original ‘contact ‘wasrreplaced over 50 Qears by a |
Weli-deveioped siiipging netvork wilch reflactetsse. aohits

based decision making.
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Initial Scottish-Newfoundland shipping was tentative.
vessels shuttled back and forth from Scotland to St. John's e
r‘\wltlh}:argoes whichiweze of = speculskive: nytuses Shipauirs
very likely had little idea of the society in Newfoundlﬁ‘nd
and had no intention of settling or even visiting the island.

Their intent was to seek out proflt by sluppxng the occasional

tﬂgo to Newfoundland and they did no(: invest at all in the

island's ecohomy.  Hence the pattern reflected slmple two N
way flows with few diverging voyages to othex: ports. 3
Thirty years later the trade was eH more* involved.
Greehock was still the merchant headquarters, but vgssels‘
were proceeding to Southdrn Birope with fish after.calling.
into St. John's. Scottish merchants were committing agents
- to St. John's so they could direct shippifg to the most .
. appropriate market in Southern Europe. Théy were also |
sufficiently involved in he local economy tn 1810 ‘to e
able tg sel} European supplies and obtain staples ‘for export
in return. How:ave,r_, North Ame;ica was rarely used asa

part of the trade network The Scots were not 1ntegrat1ng

1nto the *Nm:th American trading system.

By the middle of the '1830s,.the Greenock-Ne\vxfoundland—

" southern Eurbpe connecnon had greatly durfxshed. A three-
fold increase in the use of western po’}s was recarded
North American trading system was r(n: a major part of the
scottxsh Newfoundland shlppﬂ.nq connectxon. British Notth ‘
_Amerlca, the West Indies, South America and the United States
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had emerged as a],_l:ernétlves to 0l1d World supply and market

centres. Firms wh‘i.cil had once organized shipping from

Greenock were now,making decisions from counting houses in

St. John's. - A concomitant rise in local activities su¢h as

sealing, coasting and the Lahradot fxshery was evident. The ~

St.-John's vessel reg:.stxy was buoming in the J.ate 18205 and
1830s, with-most - ew Scottish vessels being registered to /

me:chants who were nou based sclely xn St John'
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° NOTES

]'P A.N.L., Governor Duckworth Papers, Micro #351.5,

B-1-4. Sﬂz.ppmg Records, 1810. This pattern was the most
W . _.typical of Scottish vessels by 1810. .

>

. 2M.1.G., Lloyds List of Shipping Voyages-1770-1781, .
) London, H.L. Galabln (Reprmted by Gregg Press Limited,

Holland) . ve

3Sv:oi‘.tlsb Record Offlce, Edlnburghl The Cleyham Inspector
‘ of’ Imports and Exports, Customhouse Edinburgh, 23 February,
1

. - PANL, ‘Governor Duckworth Papers chro #351.5,
Bpl-4, Lshxpplng Records, 1810

T SPANL, Rdzal Gazette, micro A-7-3, reel #3, January-
December, 1833

. /

5M.H.G., The Lloxds Register of Shipping for the
Years 1800-1832, London; H.L. Galabin' (Reprinted by Gsegg
Press Limited, Holland), M.H.G.' Transcripts of Registri
of Colonial Shipping, BT 107, Vol. 472-512, 2-5z2-1 to-2:
‘~'5- -11, 2-6-1-9, St John s, January 1818 - December 1835. .
e -

e PANL,» Public Ledger, chro A-7-1, reel #4, June 19,
1832 May 24, 18330

TR ,.

Ihid. , reel 0, May 15, 1829, : . .

reel #2, Auq.‘ 25, 1829,  May 11, 1830; Royal
cro A’-7—3, reel #3, October 2, 1833.

Gazette,

s g ’10 M.H.G. 'r:anscripts of Regxstxies of Colonial Shipping,

?'107 Vol. 472-512,72-5-2-1 to'2-5-2-11;. 2 6-1-=9, St._John 8,
anuary 1818-December 1835.

Lpays, poyal ‘Gaistte, micro.a-7< 3, rdel 42, 'n,

January 1829 =, Decemhsr 1833."




M.H.G., The Lloyds Register of Shipping for the Years
1800 1632, London, H.L. Galabin (Reprinted by Gregg Press
ed, Holland) .

- Leans, Rclzal Gazette, micro A-7-3, reel #3, September-
December, 1835.

1zl'l‘hese figures. were complled wlth ‘the assistance of
unpublished 1lists of English and Irish’surnames common to °
Newfoundland. For English surnames, see Matthews, Keith
"A Who's Who of Families Engaged in the Newfoundland Trade",
. Centre for Newfoundland Studies, Memorial University. Irish
surnames came from List of Irish Immigrants' Surnames, " -
Newfoundland. John Mannion. In possesswn of the author.

\
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M.H.G., Baine, Johnston Papers, File 27-a-1, Lang
Baine Letterbook, 1806-1811.

\‘ 16mm., Mercantile Journal, micro A-7-5, reel #1,
ugust-December, 1818; Royal Gazette, micro A-7-3, reel
#3, August-December, 1835.
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Chapter III
-

THE COMPDSITIO\‘\JF CARGOES /

vThe New’founaland ez“:on‘omy of v,the early nineteenth
century was almost totaﬂy depgndent upon cod production
and its ancillary trades. Cod was the means by which
individuals obtained a latqe part -of their food, drxnk,
clothing and technology. It was usea to pay for goods which
were imported from diffefent and often distant areas around
the North Atlantic. No attempt has been made to date’, vto‘
investigate the role of Scottish mdrchants in either the
provisioning p‘roce;s or the marketing of NebP®¥ndland cod.
scots, like other me:char_xj..i,;oupf, took fish and oil in
payment for supplies given D;’l credit.l They also used bills
of exchange._ Although ‘1ittle has. been done on thé Scots, ’
some work on the background of the Island's supply trades
has been undettaken for France (La Morandiére 1962, Briere
1978), the English West Country _(M’atthews 1968, Handcock
1981) ,- Southern Ireland (Mannion 1980), Jerseyl (Ommer 1980),

and America (Head 1976). Apartfrom Ryan's work (1982),

“.little has been written on Newfoundland markets in the early

nineteenth century. . . v
v

This chapter examines the part played by Scottzsh
merchants and theiz vessels in the Newfoundland trade at
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differing time periods as their trade developed in the late
eighteenth and e’ar]:y nineteenth century. Very ragely' did
uéé«: Country or other outsidé merchants come into the
s::ott;sh-dcmmated Clyde so the focus is on the composxnom

of cargoes carried by Scottish ships and- the changing

importance of Greenock and t.he Clyde both as a source of

aupplles for the fxshery’ and as'a maxket for Newfoundland

ptcduce. ‘This will allow for a comparison tc the general
Newfoundland. import and expcrt trade and for an, analys:s of
the typicality of chefScotnsh-uewfoundland trsde wn:lun the,

broader Newfoundland context. v "

Sccttish‘Exports to Newfoundland - 1771-1785

Food, dnnk, textiles and other manufactur7d gaods
dominated the Clyde-Newfoundland trade. From ‘their aneptxon
Wt the Scotns'h merchants in St. John's weré fully engaged in
= = importing and distributing these ccmliod‘ities around th/e cgust. ‘

Table ‘3‘:1 n’weal‘s that industrial goods such as gio@h, clothes
and manufactures comprised 40 percent of Scottish axpérfs to
‘Newfoundland.? This was at a time when indistrial productién
vis in.its infancy in Scotland but was increasing rapidly. "
As ea“ly as 1770, & slxttinq mill was erected "for the

£

manufacturxng of . *. spades, na;ls © 1§ anchors and every

kind of species of ironwar " (Devine 1976: -6) . Stoneware, :

earthenwate, bricks and bottles could be obtained at various
potteries, glassworks,’ bx/ckworks and bottlewotks which
« 2 <

»




Table 3:l.-

Scottish Exp_orts to Newfoundland 1771 1785

- Food

L i Pork
g " Beef
E © 7. Buttex,
o © - 'Biscu
N '-"Flourl .
oatmeal
:Sugar ~
other, -

Bt g st Tobacco_

. y b " Soap and Candles
3 h

" Clothes
Cloth

- ’ L2

Leather -
Iroh
‘Coals’
===

F).al;! 'I‘echnologx

Manufactures

» e s 'Tot.'al Value:'

S - irse.

, Imports afid'Exports

Value in  Pounds

pezcentégc

10,834

5,068

2,438
B TIREN

10,051 .

= % Sbut—ce- ‘Sco;ush Record Gtficor Edlnbhrgh The Cleyhom Inspector ‘of
- Cus tom I(nuse, Edlnburgh

23 February,
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produced these goods in the Clyde (Devine 1976: 4). The

proportion of Scottish industrial exports in the 1771-1785

period was much higher than the average fot St. John's in
15

3

| |
177 1772. Clothin accou for less than five percent
g

. of ,511 goods” inported into St. John's at that t:!me and. £ishs

1ng cechnology only 10 percent 'l'rus sugg sts that Scots

specialxzed to some extent in manufactured goods even prlot 2, 5 gk

to the 1ndustr1a1 revclutlon. » E *
7.7 'Food and dnnk coma,r:.sed 45 percent oL Scottlsﬁ\poxcs
by value. Asln Ireland, pork, bread ~and b\.\tter were the

" stalwarts of the Clyde Newfoundland trade, and Scots obtained

most of ;:hese salt provxsx.ons there. Produca such as rum and

sugar were re-exported through Clyde poxts, a' f‘flect:\on of N

) Scotland's extensive network of trade in the southern colonies.’

. i=r® Bread and flour comprised 30 percent of st. John's total Y
imports in 1771-1772.. Almost all breadstuffs for Newfoundland
""'{came from the United States up until the Amenqan Revolut:.on._

“  The fact ‘that 1mport~.s dxopped off is evident £rom Amerlcaﬂ

) vessel. ances. These en dropped off me 175 in

_1774 tor 3 i;{ 1776 (Hea/c{ 1976: 198). Brltlsh po,rts, including~
: ° LT Jthose 1n the Clyde, emerged as alternative soux‘ces of bread-
=y T stuffs durlng-»and after the war. Batween 1771-{1785 bxscuit,
e S 0 £lour-and oatmeal made'up 12 percent of the'Scgttish total,

N % Salt, whlch made up 8 percent of a11 st. John' 5 :unports 1n

1771 1772 was cons ,xcuously absent from Scottish exports to‘

& 'Newfoundland. In concra_st‘to ghe southwest Enqlish ports,
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scotland dxd not have a vignrous direct trade with France ‘

and Iberia, the main source for Newfoundland salt. - )
By the closé of the ‘American Revblution the Scottish,

trade’ ts New(cundland was soli,dly m place. ‘Scottish exports

avexaged »over: SE1ly 000 rannually -and Scots. were replacmg sumgu\

other merch n‘ts, parta.cularly those

£ the West Country. -

;rohn Reeves' report sums up the hanqqs in Newfoundland

trade 1.n~1793- i ' '. ; Ao

"We know that hbe place of" these decayed B
towns has been’ supplied by Adventurers from

other parts of His Majesty's.dominions;

Glasgow is one;.Waterford is another; from 9
‘both of these towns there are very successful ] .
trades ccarried on, sufficient’ to raise the
envy of ‘Dartmouth, and make them apprehend .
that. they shall no'lonier en)cy an exclusive
trade to Newfoundland, . .

% &

The Scottish Food Trade in Igo ) '

Table 3:2 reveals that pork bread and butter cnmpnsed
4quer Bu percent of the conunod' ies which.could.be assigned .

values exported from Greenpck to St. John's in 18].0.5 This

repre; ts eiqht and fifteen vessels. Since breaq,

" butter, rum and molasses accounted for ovér half of!

the’ sales of Walter Baine (a typxcal small-scale Scots me(rchant)
; - sty Ja)m s in 1810 the :unpoz‘tance of these qoods is Yuite

: r:lea:.6 Greenock pork expax‘ts repxesented about 39 percent,
‘of‘ the Clyde exports to St. John s and one-eighth of the

< :oté_l gork exports from the ’United Kingdom to NewE£oundland

‘in 1§Lo.7 Most of the ‘pork’ expox'ted £xofn | reenock came from
; ~




Table 3:2

St. John's Imports from Greenock 1810

leem® -

Quantity p T. Value

2031 *Barréls 13,282
151 Tons - 8,456
719 Cuts . . 5,041 .

148 Cuts :
1273.5 Tons
170.3: Cuts
780 H.H..x
19409 Pounds )
* 1609 Gallons

Percentage -

Potatoe ke
“Flour

. Oatmeal

. Candles and - Sosp

./ 918 Boxes

o pa s T 053.5

TOTAL =
T covemoxﬁuckwnh Papers. smppxn. I'(e:erds, Oc:obet-
1809-October, .1811.
Northern ‘Irish ports. Between 1819 and Y830, for exauple,
four Scottish merchant companies - McBride and Kerr, Cunninghlm,
Bell and Company, -Stewart and Rennie, and Baine, Johnston and
Companry .- purchased Irish pork and shipped~ it aboard vessels

clean.ng Greenock for St. John's. The proximity and close

- trad;nq links between thencck and the ports of Belfast, Newry

a
and D’zrry, -among others, are evident frofn merchant corres-
" 4

in k tended to order qoods to be

ahipped by coastal boat from' Northe:n Ireland in early spring

and early fall for lhipment overseas. By contrast, the wzstﬂ

country ?rchants called into southern Irish ports on their .
d

way out back fronp Newfoundland. -
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S - ° Bread qmprised 25 percent of exports from Greenock to

St. John's, which was one-fifth of the United Kingdom exports

tosNewfoundland.? . scottish people preferred their bread

made from oatmeal or barley (Thomas 1982: 331), but

B . New‘foundl‘and bread was made from wheat. Cultivation of -~

4 - grains expanded.between 1807 and 1815 (Ha‘miltonjlsss: ’ii,
six';éé demand incieaseci duriﬂg c}xé Napuiaohic wars. Mheat
prices rose fron\ 437 shxlhngs pet qua:ter in 1792 to 119

shz.lllngs in 1801, and finally to 126 shlllxngs by 1812

. (Them s, 19B2: 337). Exports of tlour and oatmeal were less:
than ‘one percent.of the' total. It is c;gar that Newfoundland

= absorbed only-a tiny fraction of Scottish céieil production

and -this overwhelmingly as bread or biscuit.. Instead, Scots

’ . and ot‘her St. John's merchants turned to America. for bread-
stuffs whenever politics allowed.ll The patterns revealed
byyMannion (1980) for Waterford suggest that Newfoundland
,demanded food such as bread whlch was teady to eat more than
sem—processed_prod,uce such as flour. °

Butter ranked third-in value as far as Scottish food-'.

“stuff exports to 1

It represented

13 percent of Ciyde-Ne_wfoundland exports and it ‘accountéd for

8 percent of the United Kingdom butter exports to Newfound-
KL 8

land'.lz Both Ayreshire and Ireland contributed ‘to Scottish
- - butter exports for Newfoundland.3 Rum, “sugar and tobacco

together represented 5 percent of Greenock exports to

st. John's. AIl three products weré part of the Scottish

colonial re-export trade. S‘ince there were strong connections
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with America and the West indies £rom the early eighteenth. D
century, these qoods were readlly available in Greenock. :

Greenock provided a wide variety of industrial
products for Newfoundland in 1810. Table.3:3 shows the
«different categc:ies and types of articles which were - T s
h recorded. It is- not poss:.bla to establlsh the value of
" these commodxtl.es or aven.theu— .volume but: they were o 5
.slqrufxc(;: as yet there is no quantitative study of “the’

valud of manufact\!res‘ imported to Newf’oundland,.but u‘

g known that shcp ‘goods and sundry. finished px:oducts 5

: represented about one-quarter of Walter Halnes‘ sales at

St. Johq s ’in 1310,. and these gcods'had beer_\_ wprx:h about'

40 percent of .Scottish exports up until €he-close-of the :

American Revolution. n ; -

Greenock's role as a supplier of - fm:tshed products to i
Newfoundland has not been studied, but l.tS role as an
industrial producer can be gleaned from’secondary sources.
Scottish merchants trading to Newfoundland were ai>1e €5
capitalize on industrial advances taking place in the Glasgow
.region at thls time.

Textile inanufactqring was the largest industrial sector
in Scotland (Devine 1976 8). By 1810 there were 120 steam-
spinning mills in Western Scotland and over 150,000 people
were employed in the cotton industry glone. (Slaven 1975: 91).
All of the text?le products which Scots shipped to St:‘.‘John's

were produced in the West Scotland region by the,late ' .



B . Table 3:3

St. John's Finished Product Imports From Greenock: 1810

Clothing

< $hirts, ribbons, cotton and worsted
¥ : hose, thread; handkerchiefs, apparel, .
matfresses, haberdashery, upholstery,
. shoes, Irish and British linen, cotton,

.. oy N woolens, silk, crepe, muslin.
ta < Metal Products: - nails, shot, gunpowder, flint, spades;

iron, copper, lead, tinware, stope-
ware, earthenware, bricks, lime,
freestone, glass, bottles, kettles,
pots, ovens, stoves, grates, hearth-
,stones.

B .
‘Fishing Equipment: = - sail cloth, twines, lines, cordage,
; grapnels, anchors, weights.

-Miscellaneous: . - clocks, hardware, paper, stationery,
" N furniture, snuff, seeds, fruit trees,
. linseed oil, paint, varnish, whiting.

Spurce: P.A.N.L., Governor Duckworth Papers, Shipping
Records, 1810.

eighteenth century (Butt 1977: 116-117). Maritime industries
Guch as sailcloth manufactunng and ropeworks were nnportant \
for the Newfuundland trade (Devine 1976: 4). Metal products ’

could be obtained from any of seven iron works which were
operating by 1800. .

R 7 "

Southwest England and Jerseyj the older, traditional

.
source areas for Newfoundland merchants, still depended upon o

ttage pri ion. clothes and other products were *

undersold by mass-produced articles from the Mersey and the

Clyde. Industrial -advancement enabled these regions to become

" " . \
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major centres not just for Newfoufdland, but for much of the

North M‘.lantic\trade in finished products.

* 4
Scottish Merchants and St. John's Imports: 1810

Scots did not obtain all their Newfoundland goods from
Greenock: Certain commodities could be purchased more
advantageously in other ports. Scottish merchants considered

quality, price, convenience and tradition when deciliing where

to purchase.goods. . v ) .
The strategies of Lang, Baine and Company in 1810,
_ref1ft typical scottish mercantile p s of procuring
.
16

s‘upplies for the Newfoundland trade. They obtained over

70% of their goods in Greenock, its hinterland and the
in@ustrial Clyde. Thei&a’hquarters were located in Greenock,
a convenient place to get goods. Almost 20% of their .
commodities were purchased in Liverpool, Greenock's main
“rival in the Newfoundland. trade. The two ,ports were also
keen competitors in supplying industrial goods, while Greemock
served as the ocean outlet for industrial Glasgow, Liverpool '
was the port for muc}; of biorthern England. Lang, Baine and‘
Company capitalized on this rivalry, purchasing goods at
Liv_er[‘mcl when pric‘es were more favorable. The firm used
Dartmouth and Teignmouth for supplies of quality f‘ivshing
equipment. Since the East India Compan;’, had a monopoly 0;1_

the sale of tea in 1810, Lang-Baine had to purchase ;:his

product in London. i



-

An analysis of shipping patterns of ships owned by
Scottish merchants and deployed-in the N;Hfoundland trade
in'1810 reveals that the Scots were associated wit‘h six major
trading areas around the North Atlantic. Figure 3:1 shows
that Greenock was the most important supply port used by the

Scottish-Newfoundland fleet in 1810.17 Thirteen of the

ities shipped to land by the Scottish fleet
can be calculated by value. 'I:hese qo;&i wege worth 242,060,
63 percpnt of which vas supplied by Greenock:' Over 70 percent
of these commodities comprised pork, breud flour and butter.

supplied quarters of the pork and nearly all « @

‘thé bread and butter for the Scottish-Newfoundland merchants.

Flour was obtained cheaply and in abundance from both Canada

and the United States._ By 1804 Canada supplied 26 percent of

the total island imports by all merchants and the United States‘

provided 37 percent.l®

Both coal and salt were important materials for cargoes
crossing the Aflantic. Salt'was crucial to the fishery ;nd
coal was used in heating. Salt, compiising onle—fifth of the
quantifiable exports 'by value, provided one of’ the few return
éarqoes f(;x ships selling fish in Southern Europe. salt’ was
also useful for 'ship's clearing Liverpool for Newfoundland. to
ballast down loads before stowing lightweight manufactured
'qbods (Head, 1976, 100-137; Hyde 1971, 200). Coals were used
for the same purpose by vessels clearing Gx‘eanoek.19 Almost

all ot‘her‘goodg were exclusively obtained from Greenock.,



TOTAL VALUE- lu.cu

\
N
u”) Soyrce: P.AMN.L., Govetnor Duckworth Papers, Shipping Records, 1819%
N :

N
Figure 3:1°

>
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The' Scottish Merchant Supply Trade. in the 1830s ' %

The pattern of Gre‘enock dominance did not re&ain
constant after 1810. Quantifiable data on tﬁe volyme and
values ‘of Scottish exports to Newfoundland between/.1810 and
1833 formits the analysis of the chapging patteTis of trade.?’
Greenock had sept 74 percent of the pork, butter, bread and
flour which the Sthtlsh fleet carried to Newfoundland in 1810, .
by 1831 this contribution had fallen to roughly 33 persent
(Figure 3:2). L’Sreenock still ‘'supplied most pf the butter, v
but New York was now the major sou:cé of porK-and flour for

the Scottish merchant commumty in St. John's:, Traad restric-

tions with northerp Europe were dropped in the late 1820s-and
Hamburg became a main source of bread. British North America_
was not the major_sc’u%o_f;j\y of these produ‘cts, but provided
the second larqest‘ share of 'butter and flour. New York a.nd
Hamburg also contributed butter in quantity. =

Great Britain was unable to sustain‘her overseas
provisions trade since:' she could not even su‘pply the needs of
her own expanding population (Thomas 1982, 333). As.early as
1803, merchants were complaining that European priges for i

provisions were nearly double the Amerlcan pr;ce‘n By 1826,

it was clear that Ireland would no longer sustam ‘a substantial

trade in provxsxons with Newfoundland. In"that yeax, merchants
complained that Irish sources, ". . . have .long beer unable to g

supply- the demand for the colonies, except at unbearable
n22 . s




&

Sourca: B,AWN.L: Ntquundland:r. 1830-1835; Puhli: Leng(, lsao—lszs,, 3
% o~ Rozal Gazette, 1830-1835.

5 - .. . Figure 3:2
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The growth and prosperity of other areas throughout
the northern North: Atlantic influenced the Scottish choice
of source areas for provi_sions as much as the decline of ‘the
Greenock-Irish-St. John's food trade. With the exception of
the post-war d‘epression of 1816 and 1817, the ‘Norch An;ericap

economic system experienced rapid-growth between 1810 and 1830.

_-Agriculture. expanded, providing cheap grains and livestock
sure. 2 @

products (Cochrane 1879). .Apart from ‘the 1803 embargo and: the

1812-1813 war, the Unl ted States was becoming an 1ncraas1nqu
A
important source of foodstuffs for Newfoundland. when ‘possibie,

Scots obtained licences to, import provisions from ;he\uxi:ed

23

States. Boston and New York continued to be important sources

of pork, butter and flour.u

Scots used‘ Halifax and Quebec ;s
so_urcés for these produycts, s:'ince Halifax was a };us n
entrepot for u. S." goods and duebec was able to prod::er\..}‘%
agrxcultural products 1ndependently (Sutherland 1976, 26,
Odellet 1980, 668). NewEoundland merchants focused on Hambutg
’a:\d ;:o a lesser extent Dantzic and Copenhagen as a source for -
meat, but egpecially for breadstuffs. Despite the dista‘nce,"v .

Prices were very reasénakle and Greenock vessels often pxoceeded

there before they crossed the Atla& to St. John' ﬁ.

Manufactured Goods in the 1830s

The volume and Value of manufacture “goods” cannot be

measured wn:h any more prectslon for the 1830s than they could

be for 181_0. Nevertheless it 15 clear that severa.l changes




had tal;er_\ place. Greenock continued to providg the most . .
diverse range am_:l usually the."laig'est volume of almost every
type of manufactured product, but-Newfoundland Scots no
longer procured all their industrial products’ there. An
extensive :assortment_af goods such as metal products and
“cloth were sent ‘from Liverpool.and its industrial hinterland.
Smallex: caxq}.aes of this ;yp’e “of.goods were 'recéivgdv-frém‘ o

Y 20

; Bristol, London and Newcastle. TR 4 i,

5 & (3 -
5 . ' Exports«on Scottxsh smps ftmn “st. John's were almost.

~without exueptmn dn.ed Coafish “and oil -processed from cod ~
.+ livers or seal fat. seal pe;’lts and timbex, products such as

staves, scauthng and board made up a small amount -compared

N to cod and ©0il. 'Southern Europe was‘ by far the most important

cod’ market in 1820 with exports of justlover 100,000 quintals -

s bex.nq carried there by the Scottxshq eet. 26 (Fiéure 3:3).

This was 27 geréent of the :otnueutoundxand expor:s to

—
= % Southern,.Busope and comprised 85 pe:cont of. the cotal cod

A cart:.ed by the Scottish fleet. Ist the same year only 53 pezcent ™

. oE the tutal Nawtound!and export trade in cod went to Southern
i " e Europe. 21 By contrast, the total Newfoundland. exportgtrads.

ity o ) to B:itish Europe and the West Ind;ss was 41 pércent, bu' the’

prcportmn of Scottish cod to these places was only 14 percent. :

-
Thus the Scots were morée heavily 1nvclved in ‘Southern Europe -

ehan ‘werne othcr merchant gzpups.




i
Newfoundland Fxsh Expox;t; in 1810 and 1531,( P
B2y - Total, Expcrts and Scottlsh Fleet Exports

- f““"" (" 10,000) * o g Naw{oundlmd Tom

3 , 204

© W Soirce P.A.N.L: Gogernof ‘Dyckworth l’npers. Shipping: Récords, 1809~ ml,
i g \ Royal Gazette, 18313 M.H.G. Byan,' Shannon "A(bstrnct 0£'00194 . &
e e, o StatiBties,’ 1969.. .




b In 1810, the Scottish fleet carried over 680 tons of

6il 'to market, around eight percent of the total exports'of

> i " -
.01l from Newfoundiand.?® 0il was a valuable item of expogt,

- i cam’prxs:_nq( 22. percent of the, total value of Scottish export:

Ross, Ireland.

c ‘When fish-.and oil exp,ma‘s are combmed, the importance

b .. of Erxtlsh Europe is faxrly consl&e;able. wlu]:é .Southern . -

§ Europe was the leading market takxng 66 percent of the EB84,000

% “ ) worth of exports, 17 percent was Qelivered L—o the Br:txsh’ Isles.

Scottxsh exports of fishaand oil represented at least 4 perz;ent <

f the total exports of these goods from Newfoundland..

Hartlme agtlvxty created a boom :m the Newfoundland

eci‘inomy. The French were displaced temporarxly from_the

N
ﬁshery and European arnues demanded fish for provislons.
¥ Th).s openad up large fish markets in Southern Europe in the

fu—s: decade of, the century. Fish prices peaked in 1313,
-

but a. qenetal eCOnOmlC depression arnved wlth the s:,gnmg

of peaca in 1814 and markets for oil and dned cod were

K '~great1y affeGCed (Head 1976, 236-7). Protectxonlst dutxes«




plaqued the Iberian trade and the dxup in ﬂsh prices ex- &
acerbated the pxoblem (Innis 1954, 307).

By 1818, the Newfoundland ecdnomy was beg innis

éf'stabiu:y, The! value of ush expo,rts ,by scoztuh

1mpon:ed from r.he sugar canée regxons, ha Wes_

Indxes and g
: South Amexxca comprised 24 and 14° percent of the total fish ’

txade. ;1

'Duty on rum imported to Nevlfoundlend’ 'pdered_ ze-) P
i Ty
a free ware-

export until 1829, when St. John's was decla'

g housxng part .

Ve d By 1331 total exports of codfxsh fgma Neufaunﬂland by

% all merchants we:e slightly greatez .than-t}:ey were in 1810. 5

M 3 * i ' R
F " L9 (Fiqu;e 3:3) ., However, the tctal exportb hy t.he scottxsh Sl

hartezed* 15 in is1d, bv 'hu ‘rose to 40~ xn 1!35. si:qtu

"3 “This" 'van over tw,.lce as

land i '331'
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FISH EXPORTED ‘BY SCOTTISH MERCHANTS
- AUGUST-DECEMBER, 818 ;

- erock
warenrond, L P X
» o

{ ° Source: P.A.N.L., Mercantile Journal, 1818,
. > B T

> d ) o
CAF S . Figure 3:3 " W



“'roughly’ two-thirds.

much as in 1810. Ninety-three pe:cent of the il cftried by |

Scots went to Greenogk and L

v%tpbal with Greenock, :ecéivxng

.. .Consignment data for the fall of 1835 provides a much

since 1t pro\udes il

better oppoftunxty to ‘examine Scottxsh Newfoundland éxports,

rmaéion ,on “all’ vesséls used in the trade.”

4"71 percent of. codflsh expozts/by Scots in thzs petlod went to

Soufhe:n, Europe

of tp;s wep

i 'l Soczety s~ annual repnrt3 (Ryan, 1983a' A

Conclisions

The Sr‘:oétish merchant’ co'nununi‘t

0 ortugal and-none to Spam (Flgu:e 3:5).

rade there by 1831, accm:qu tc the

~'Ityis 1nterest1ng to note that almost all

to Newfoundland- in the 17705 dealt with trade in a much

h:\.ch entered the trade ’

dlfferent fashxon from ‘the Scott;.sn merchant community of the .

1830s. ' A n\uch more sophxsti\.a\:ed comme:cxal sist‘.em was evident

in"the latter pen y

patterns found in chapte: WO ;

A study of t}ﬂe compcsxtmn of cﬁrgoes
anaM:qxn/dsstlnatxon in each time pen.od (ie. 1770, - "
1810 ‘and.1830) -reinfarces ‘the’ conclu:.'mns

xegardqxg shipping
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- FISH EXPORTED BY SC®TTISH MERCHANTS
) AUGUST-DECEMBER, 1835

| auntass
)

“Source: 'P.A.N.L., Royal Gazette

,.1835. ] [
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The cargoes shipped from Scotland in the 1770s and
early 1780s reflected the sporadic nature of the trade.
Vessels were unloading surplus c‘arqoes of Scottish industrial
products and some food and drink productsApicked up mainly
from Ireland. The cargoes did not have all the goods which
Newfoundland needed, lacking such essentialg as salt. This
indicates the underdeveloped nature of the Scottish-
Newfoundland trade. Shipping information feveals that these
vessels returned to Scotland with small cax‘"goes of fish and
o0il or sometimes empty. St{uthern Europe was no‘t a destination
for Scottish traders who ‘vent\‘xre‘d to Newfoundland .in tHis
early period. .

By the middle period of this study (1810), Scottish
merchants were l|\‘ote .heavily involved in\th)e Newfoundland’ trade’
and the destination of their cargoes clearly reflects this.

They shipped one-quarter of all the fish — Southﬁrn AEurope_
in 1810 from Newfoundland. This was remarkable progress for
a group of merchants who had sent no fish there thirty years
earlier. Like the 1770s, 1ndustr1al products were: an important
part o} thei: trade but the comp051 2

st

Scotland was now more of a reflection of the needs of the

on of cargoes from

. Newfoundland society. Newfoundland demanded salted provisions

which were ready to eat and if Scots were to adequately
provision the fishery-they had to supply these goods. . Food-

stuffs, mostly imported from Ireland, made up three-fourths

of Scottish merghantsl exports. Seventy percent of all the
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Scottish merchants' exports to Newfoundland were funnelled

through Greenock, indicating the grip which this port held

over the Scottish trade in 1810.

By the end of the period (1835), Greenock's control

had greatly diminished and a-general dispersal of trade

locatjons was evident for supplies and fish products. The

fact that Scots drew on a much more diversif@qe of

ports for supplies and markets by the 1830s suggests that

St. John's had increasingly integrated into the North Amer';.can

trad%ng system.: New York was. now ‘tﬁe major source of pork and | =

flour for Scottish merchants and British North America

_“‘provided them with tl:ev second larg_est share of butter and A &5
flour. éimilarly, South-America was a gx‘in'g destination
for fish. Decisions were now being made in St. John's
regarding ‘trade. A resident Scottish merchant community was

on the rise in St. John's.
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Chapter. IV

THE SCOTTISH MERCHANT IN ST. JOHN'S e 7 ‘ N

'By tha t:une the ‘Sv:ots began to estabush mercanule

k- nearby, part).cul tly CDnce tnon Bay‘- thh n:s commodmus

rL1sh shore ‘ :ogether

nu.lxtany centre,‘st J hn s was anr attractive lbcauon for.
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\ it
in 1814 and document the changes resulting ;&em the economic
cradh of 1816. The transfordfation of the typxcal firm from
a 5cuttiih branch plant to a more localized Nevfo’undland

operation 111 also be studied. 2 %

- - cot&sh Company Structure _ 3 3
, “Between 1794 and\1835 there .were 37 different companies

¥ formed by various Scottlsh merchants at. St. John's? In 1794,

, "~ there were six firme -in’ the trade, four of whom hadh)een i

‘shed forover: 10’ yeazs (Tdble 4|1) Most of-the'se

g merchants'were ‘single with o children, but all had several

se:vants_.v Servam:s ten‘ded to" be male and at least one servant
per merchant household would 8¢ a ym\mqgte: who would run )
errands and perform light jobs. There would also be a group
of laborers for stevedoring, a clerk ahd/or siorekeeper,
accountant:and shop assistant. .- Normally one-quarter of these

* servants were Irish, the rest English and Scottish.

« ,James MacBraire of‘* St. John's wrolt.e:v to his ‘pra_rtnex. E
James Henderson in Falkirk in 1805, describing the perso‘rpnel
required.' for their St. John's bui;inessx‘ 4' \ \
"I can't do without a clerk, a boy in the

shop, a man apout the wharf and a house .
servant - this is the lowest establishmeént
possibls. We are now short one person in

I ’ the counting house, and a cooper to do the
- ‘ . business with satisfaction, those people must

< : have wages, and be maintained, and occasionally
: * we have to emplox perhaps 10 to 12 labourers
about . Efzh. .
b . ”~ : i :
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o - ) o
TABLE 4:1
Scottish Merchants in St. John's. 2
' ' : 1794 '
5 /./ . )
' — e T =y 0 s = Religion
. Name Year 'Entered.Trade  Marital Status ,Children Servants P. R.C..
3 Fi . B
- .
+ Richard Reed 1779 - - M ] 6" 11 1
Ve f B . u
Stuart § Rennie- 1780 s/ - 4 3 2
. Klex Cormack - ' 1782 ¢ Mol M2 5 7 2
LN .
R.. Robertson ©-1782 s - 3 3 1
L ]
John ,Bell. -'1789 % s - 5 2 .4
-1 A. Thomson . 1794 s - 7 6 i
. q & ! 32 11

99



€ Li¥e for these employees was very different from that

in Scotland. Clerks were expected.to work long hours at a .
variety of tasks for low wageés for several years. MacBraire's
description of St. John's mercantile life indicates the work

that awaited a new recruit from Scotland.

- ."I find that a son of Mr. Russels is coming
here to serve us for three years, . . .
may be a very good young man, but he wxll F
find our business very different from the '“
business at Grangemouth, here he must work o

hard and not have his choice of employment,
for he'must assist in every department
rough and smooth, so that hé will bk much. -
» disappomted if he flatters himself that
hé is to live at his ease, he will be _
writing to his friends lamentable tales
_-of his sufferings; this trade has not a
charm, nor.canm any part of the world be . L
§ o more disgust ng to a stranger. I shall *
. use Mr. Russel's son as if he was my own,

‘but he cannot expect to be idle, he shall -

learn industry, and \t fopping while he
is with me.  There is®a circumstance much
: in his favor."> .

v
The late 1790s -and early 18005 -was.a period -in whxch

partnershxps dommated the Scottlsh -Newfoundland trade

“(Table 4:2). The prosperlty of the Napnleom.c Wars, hogether

thh’-the transformatmn of the flshery from a nu.gratory

venture to a fishery controlled by tesxdents _créated ‘con-
sldetable oppo:tunltiesnfor merchants. - Fish markets were -
: AT - 3

expanding and incréased V,‘gmou‘hts’r of supplies ‘were néeded to

provision the res]‘:dents; Scots were better able'

o.cafry.

out trade by. paztne:smps and fxvs cf the six mex‘chanc 3
vwholegalers with the waterfront premxses af: St. John 8 :Ln

. 1794.ha51 partners in Greenock.
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3 accommodate\%he hxghsr'volume’of bnsmess Large operacmns
e

xequired a great deal of; enexgy, o, xun because of »the scale

~of their trade. yxerchantg had” to;maintain both the book- ..

“ 7 keeplng and le'r.tér ,wrxé‘_mg as,wel! as the ‘qeneral management

of sh:.pp.mq and ;.—eceiving goods at ‘a much q:eater trequency." w

o MacBraxr i fof .instance;, found these auhes to’ ve extremely °

. dikeicult t® fanage.  "F £ing. d’at the outdoor business and

. the counting ‘house ‘is actua}ly n\oxe ‘than I can attend to, and

] ) it is xequlsxte that I should occa{lonally go home therefore &

_some confldenual person should be leff herg,’in charge of ! L
oo WAy
@6 Paxcnerships relxed 1e5$ on aqents, since;: -

S the. propertyl

they could place an owner in bcth smtland and St. Jchn', s.

Three-fourths of the saottish partnerthps d q th;s. X

e b‘
e larger houses’ 1ike Crawfords also pladed & th:.rd partner in

the market area rather than the normal btoker., when

o, crawfczd‘s son got mnrtieg he moved tc Iber.xa. Like' he greaﬁ:

Dattmouth f;rm Newmans, the Crawfoxds were able to, co,ntrcl a
7 ' by, R B

Y

shure p?‘ the market by their presence there.

) Baine, Jchnston and Company s St John s property
. shows the scale of a 1arge firm s premises. In 1818,' they -

: awned n shup, counting house, ref.ail store with 1oft for dry




Y, goods and £out frea céllas below; a fish store thh a loft -

which could hold 10 000 quintals. a unhay store; a coopers

N -shop; a salt store capable of holdxng~9l)0 hoqsheads; and a ' i

i T ‘targe dvellinq housé \uth ﬁve bedrooms, pazx ht, )u.tchen and
<, .

ive servam:s' tooms.a Although whaxve! are not me noned.

the 'qoodg which they bought and sotd.e Mharf spac' was crucial . v

3 mercam:ile drperations. Lakge vessels were ‘able t hive

goqu 'loﬁded and unloaded directly from waxehouses bhut on .

wharves. Baxne, Johnsten and Cmnpany o\vned at 1east five

véésels “a

% ‘MoFt ilms had only one; vessel but a iew hud as, many vensg,lg

W Y a! Balnes. Balne, thnstnn an Company had agents An L}sb_gn,

Tney normally emplayed a clerk or cwo, a iew laboring servants,

some Camly 1abor ‘and agents overseas. 'rhose who teturned t:o K i

Tt . . Scotland in tha ‘fall would handle thai.r\ own’ ot erinq of spring ..

" supplies. . UE ! T

- ) s, . . v o
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prop: etor: operatxng out of Sb. John s. .H.\s waterslde i

a. commodxous wharf and store“was .

:sharéd wn:h two othgr “mer hants. He also, owned other % . 3

late 18205' and early 1830s: They wete used to, explo‘

the Labrador fx.shery and the seal £1 hery as well as to

d1str1 ur.e supplies and collec fish.in the outports.ll Kydd

haa dealans w:..th plante):s and txadex’s 1n Conceptxcn Bay,

‘Bonavxsta, .the Southern shore and Burinl? and he

also dealt thh tradkys who dperated-a coastal network. He
|
|
employed servants t

ss:.st 1n the" loading and unloading of = -

vessels® and x‘ela:ed tasks. Kydd employed a scottish clerk

named Richard Rendle ho, hke Kydd hxmself rose from clerk .

S o merchant.M Kyad, wed only one. iozeign going vessel. %

The "Piscator" sometj.mes made trdps to "New Ross and Liverpool

with cargoes of fisla, hut he relied heav;ly upon gthers to % W e

n obtam qoods in Burppean ports such 4s Greenock and also to

. market much of his f.:Lsh._ Kydd s small—scale trans-m:lantxc

-«operauohs were compensated "fox, by a specializatxon in local

~ ,Newfoundland activities. & ' , -

B ¥ By 1809, there were eight Scottish me:chant partnerships

remises insured in st? John's and two others with no .

™~ ( . property 1nsured (Fiqure 4:1). 35 Four of the six\e:iginal

L : companies which had been there in 1794 xemained. Cunningham,
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Sell and Company, Stewart and Renhie and R. Robertson (now
Hunters) amd A, Thomson (now A. Boucher), Of the-eight *
compar‘lies ‘whioﬁn had properties insured, theizi t_:otal. value

was 23,000 pounds. There was a wide variety in the. value of

waterside.premises. Cunningham, Bell and Company- had their

. premises insured for 10,000 pounds, the highest iniSt. John's;

two others, MacBralre and .Henderson and Stewart and’ Rennle,

e The Scots were better insured than

were over 5,000 pounds.
other merchants in 1809, implyinq they posses*dhnqre valuable
property, had more capxtal,,pnd followed safer busxness ’

procedureSA ‘They owned only 10 of the 68, wharves recorded

“rat this-time.’ TR Sy

i

" Prosperity in the Newfoundland trade lured more entre>
preneurs and by 1814 there were 12 Scottish partnerships’with
operations at St. John's. This was the {argps‘t number of
Scottish firms in Newfoundland to this pc’int.'r However, pros-
perity was short-lived. The crash in figh prices in 1816 and

the ensuihg depression brought on by peace ‘and poor ‘markets,’

created major structural changes in Wnies trading to

-
Newfoundland (Ryan- 1980, 42). Table shows 'this upheaval ,

ciea'tly,.wi?h seven Scottish companies ruined and fo‘ur more
withdrawing. from trade. - The business failures which occurred
reflect the general inst’ab’illty in the cod economy.'.(‘ .
Crafvfords_ are a prime example .of this instability. They
were one of ‘the largest companies in the trade with {;)ari:ners.

in Spain, Port Glasgow and’ sti ‘John's. They. lost most heavily,
s . \




& : It is not cleax ig this was ‘a uniquely Scottish trend or

- having over-extended -their business during the ‘previous
period of prosperity. The 1816 depression sent them into

. bankruptcy. - They owed over 20,000 péunds to seven Scottish .

Newfoundland’_ ‘companies and a few hundred pounds tn‘ an English
l\'\ex':cl'lzu'xt.v‘]'7 Claims from:Scotland to the amount of over
113,000 pounds were made ¥ the ‘Port Glasgow branch.
Crawford's fa11ure w?s the largest bankxuptcy case of the
period. . It was used by Patrick Morr1 and Samuel Carson - two
leadir_)g local government lobbyists as an example of how the
colony was 'being exploited by the mother country. They claimed

that it was foreign fxrms like Czawfords that hlndered - g—

) Newfoundland s economic developn\ent since they funnelled huge

sums of money out-of the z:cvlon/.;L

This depression shook the Scottish merchant community.

On]g&ewart .and Rennie, and Hunters remained from the. 1794

group of merchants. Henderson ar:d Bland and the firm Baine
Johnston and Company were the only others with loqq-eétablished

connections in the trade. Three-sole proprietorships were

formed by merchants .l?reaking away from bartpe:ships to go on

-,&he‘ir awn account. - No doubt seemq a vacuum left by Che seven

insolvencies, John Boyd and James Stewart, who had been in
partnerships, and William Kydd, we\nt’on their own account.zo

In the late 1820s and early 1830s, changes were taking

place in the oxganization of Scottish companies at;St. John's.

whecher 1t extended to Engllsh and Irish f}gms. Sole

ptcprietors were on the increase and .all eight who hag
£ - € H .
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entered the trade since the depression. gained experience as

clerks or partners before going ‘on their own.2l This -

experience was helpful in their new role. Post depression ks
Newfoundland offeredv a differerit set o(f opportunities for
all merchants. Trade with the West Indies, BritishNorth
Ane'i_ca and the United States*elpanéed," while fish exports to °
spain éeclined and 1ncreas(;d t6, Portuqal. Industrialization
., " was in full swing in the Greenoc}—Glasqow region. .
A new tradition of small-scale specianzedkopexations\
based tBtally at St. John's was emerging. James Fergus, _{
Alexander MacGregor, M. Stewart and Stewart and Cheetham, ' for

example, were trading almost entirely with British North
America and s'pe;:iauzing in auct:innns.z2 John 'l‘h’omson sold
imported goods almost exclusxvely on commission for European
/ me:cha;fs and Perchard and Boag were commission merchants and.
auctioneers.?? . :
It was mainly after 1830, when St. John's was more,,
populous and becoming\-\more of a xeqional entx‘-ep&t th.at aucti‘ons
" ~becan\g a major mode of seuinq'importea goods. * In 1833; for

example, Scots placed 40 adverH i local s \

°4 for qacds to he sold by public auctiona and 65 for quick sale
at specifxc pru:es.24 It was mogtly theae small—scale

specialized mL:chants who favored auceicnu. They sold live-
stock, fresh foud, ehipa and lumber from the' Maritimes and
America, qaods from the West Indies and industrial cammodities

from’ Greenock. Perchard and Boag and James Fergus together
“ ¢ ¢
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accounted for almost half of the auctions 'in 1833. Théy seem

" to have been interested-in the rapid sale of goods, if the
nuﬁ\ber of advertisen\ents ‘is any me)asiu:e. y

1s not clear, so it is dxfficult to asaess the overall xmpact

| of ‘this form of commerce. . : S oa T
% .

Merchants :Ln the 18305 were respond1nq to the dema(\ds

‘of a 1oca1 society wh).ch could ncw afford a wxde azray of

nished goods. It is 1mpctcant to remember also that they
were acting'as agents for an industrialized European society

which was mass producing goods. St. John's and the

-'~Newfoundland population had g:own canslderably from the pre-

1815 level. There were now 11,000 people in st. John s and
over 30,000 in-all of. Newfoundland. . Increased numbe meqnt
a chance for more s eé‘ific'merca'ntile functions to em 5

St. John's.was like several other Atlantic Canada ports (ie.

Saint John and Hallfax) ’ actinq as.a reg10na1 entrep6t~ a

strategy developed earlier in New Enqland by Boston and New
: Tt

York merchants. . *

scottish‘ Merchant Wholesalers and g
Their Clientele:-St. John's
g D)

The ulumate destxnatxon ST the goods which’ Scots sold

‘iry Newfoundland poses_ an lnteresting questjon. ' The survxving )
» record of commercial writs is far from comprehensive; but it

) does indicate the,types of. transactions which took place and

the variety sf people ‘whom Scots dealt with. Table.4:3 shows

The role of auctions




-‘_:Dogtoxs;? bk
Blacksmiths | .

: g‘lef_chax‘-nts-. %

Shopkeepers
‘planters -
.-iFarmers e
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.Dealgx_s‘ v ®
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Ta_iio‘r§
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% :,Auctjp__negfs B
P VB\‘:t.chers \l,- .
i Stonecutters
Publicans '+ ¥

Shoeimakers: |, *
, Innkeepers
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sailmakers

' Boatkeepers
Customs Officers
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-

78 (36 ’S\cot»s,"v“llb English, Il Trish)
21.(7 scots, 6 ‘English;"8 Irish)

15 4

s
. A Ny
A ¢
; - i B
u Source: P.A.N.L., Supreme
. g :
: % “» Y ] i
: w g I8
'l ; w
! B - >




. merchant to anutber.

Yy mstance, (

168 court cases becween Scotn.sh me:chanCS and their

St. J‘ohn s whose.

ions were re between

1aoo and 1935. 25 “Almost half of ‘the cases. waze “with other

~ merchant .

Thirty-six of' hese merchants wer cbttxsh,

thix:ty—one weré: English, and zeleven Ir1sh. The wFits ‘in-

vclv:mq English‘and Irish vere 1ssued for much smallez amounts

than' the Scottish ones, suggesclng a larger volume of busm
wn:h fellow Scots. Zs

. Irish merchants were fcr less than 545, compared to fourteeh o

Twenty-f1ve ‘of the wn.ts with Enqlxsh

Scottxah writs for less than thiis, sum. | The seventeen remain=

» :.ng wrlts thh English and Irish merchants were worth an’ e

vaverage of EZObwhereaa the twelve remal q Scottish wru:s -

were worth an average of 21748.

- The ten o}:her Scotush casea =

refléct Scots chosen as trustees for other scots, but amQunts

awad were' not g;ven.

It is possible to gat a gllmpse of the type of trade

Scott).sh merchants dealt. It 1s not poss ble hnwever, to

view this

sample 1n any'. quanntat_ive fashxon, rSCOtClSh merchant

transactions ‘Qften toolﬁthe fcrm of gcods bemq sold £rom one

Cunninqham, Bell’ and Company, for "_'

old’ West Ind:.es produce ~won:h over ElODO :o
crawfo:ds, to Hunters and" co the Livexpool firm of Attwood

and Haynes in 1816.2‘6 Large 1mpcx:tex:s llke Cunningham, Bell
and Compa_ny could undercut smaller imp_oxjters because of their *

volume of trade.. Some firmg found it"ekpedient ‘to i-putchasu

a sampling of the varmus types- of customers wu:h. whxch i

4




) . from companies like 'Cunningham and Bell which spec‘ializ_éd .nc Sy
certain products.' Others’ were smalf»concetns who bought goods

at the wharves in st. Joh,n's, r;’ther than involvxng themselves .

’ m “the costly shippfng “trade. A var ty of othe: nccupacmn_al

groups ‘were purchasxng goods from Scots at St. John s. Retail
s{w;&e}e%\ers, traders and f1sh_ez!|{en seem to have l?een th.e most
frequent, b’ut coopers, butchers, ‘tailors, "publicans and Lo
.Earmers, a cr05§—secti::n_ of St. John's society were all
involved. As -St.‘ John's grew, the occupational ‘structure of
its inhabitants divérsified, so that specialized trades such
as doctors, atéorneys; qmier‘m‘;ent ;ffic;als, and military

) personnel eme‘_r;erl. "Th:.ls ‘growing population demanded consume:

i ‘ ' goods and Scc;ttish ‘merchants competed with other merchants to ’\

" supply then. N L ' N v L\

@ Scottidh Merchant. Wholesalers and Their Clientel
The Outports
g W ow

% : , Major trading centres that acted as wholesalers needed

‘.a hinterland to fdcilitate the exchange of goods. 1In Vance's

mercantlile modell, hinterl}nds sprung up around major port

A cenéres or entrepdts because of wholesaling. Wholesalers in® “\
.

the entrep&t sent manufaetured goods to the hinterland to b?
exchanged for rgwm materxals. ’I‘he expansion of entrepoca in
“the New wurld wn\fuelled by a growth in trade between merchant

. wholesalers and wholesalers. and retaxlers in the hxnterland.
/




s
\

-. $s a regional ‘entrepot for Newfoundland, St. John's

‘Wwas. involved.in this y s wholesaling process. - Sz:ottish merchants

made up a significant portxon of those merchants who’?ououed

this trading- pattern with the hxnterland. Scots extended
their trade with thf outporf:s throughout the early 13005

(Figure 4:2). 3 Court. dxsputes with individuals who were

unable‘{ o “pay their debts reveal a sampling of the locations
of both ontpoxt trakrs ‘or retdilers and fishermen or planters
who dealt with St. ohri's ba'seé Scottish merchants. It should
be noted,” however, hat ‘these writs are only a fraction of the
total.wholesale trade. They represent only those outport
customers who could not pay their débts. 'Mﬂny factors affected
whe these people were, where they came' from and when they had
business difficulties.. Fdctors as diverse as bad weather,
xnternatxonal crxsek, poor ?xshxng conditions or human elements
could all have prevented cnstomers from paying Ebr supplies.
Thxs sample may not be geogzaphxcally or tempoxally accurate
so conclusxons derived from it must be viewed with €his in
mind. ~ g

Two= thirds of the outport dealers and traders (in this
sample) 'who .dealt with S’cottxsh wholesalers lwere Scots them-

selves. To the northward, st.}John s Scots had dealings with

- Scottish traders such as William Alexander of Bongvista, John .

Thomson..of Catalina, and Archibald Graham of Trinity in the

1820s and.1830s.28 1n Coﬁcegtion Bay, 'rhq‘mu Stevenson and,

Company, Bcbe_rt' 4 Peter and‘w_ulis and

/




A —~
Source: - P A.N.L., Ncufnundlnnd Suyreme Cnur! Minuteu, 1300‘1835
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Campbell all: ‘dealt exten51Vely vuth st.

To the south Ferqus and Glen

The o‘:hgx traders w.hom séow
) Gxah&n"’uz{l J

i
t(\John's. - John s whclesalvers could concentrate upoh
. the pzonsmns trade and markehlng f£ish while oitport dealp,xs

y (managsd most of\ the direct contact with p}an&eﬁs and flsheme .

'\ "'\ The hh;h\concentmtmn of clients in the' Concaptx,on B&y-"

e Southern Shore vici\mty reflects the short: distance from; :

s Vo
. & Y ;

-y



st.- John s and the Eact that the heayxest concentration of

populatl.on was there. B Planters deed there weré close

enough to travel to St. John's in u\gm boats. 4‘hey were'
N

able\ to bargain for cheaper supplxes by golng\ dueut to’ the -
merchan€ wholesalers and hygassl.ng the outport dealer. 3_
_Thi.

xequlred a certaln amound of xnltlatlve :on f:l% part o{

the me:f;hant if he w:Lshed to lure such’ peuple to his stores.
MacBraxxe-described this: practlce as follows

"I can't avoid entertalnnﬁ; those. from
outports, that. I may expect;will deal K i
with me, and masters of vessels which ; By &
" come here surely will expect a plate at
our table, -and when we pay 12d. for every
» 16 ounces of .fregh meat; with all qur -
economy we find our expenses unavBiﬂEBlE},

Scott)..sh merchant whclesalers scmetlmes establlshed

, bases of their own in the outharboxis (Figure 4:3) 338 ‘The'se

basesuwere elther retall outlets which Eook

sh in. payment,’
or fishing stations from which, sevesal planters operated,

or both. Baine, Johnston‘and Company set up a store at Port
de ciave ;;\\thgy later opened ond, at Cupids. Miller and.
S N

Fergus had a slmllar opezation in Bay (Bulls, Fishing estab-.

lishments, whlch were often obtalned when planters or outport

_ merchants coulﬂ not pay their debts( a!.lowed Scots to extend

\thexr hold on the fish trade. 'rhexr presence in the outports

also meant that mcu.;e planters and-fishermen could deal gith

‘" them for supplles. 3 . ¢ . i -

A pattern.of increasing mexchant wholesalmg contact

"“with outports is.typical of the mercantile model established
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. - »% N by Vance. Most of th% writs w1th merchants close to. st. John's
X t

= were for -the earller par\s, of the 18005-and the writs xssued

to ‘merchants @ the }&r northern\bays were in the '18205 and

L 18305. " This suggests that Sc{ts p:obably penetrated the more
distant. bays later. The volume of trade éannot ‘be measured:

bu(: thls sample :mdxcates the direction of Scottish ~St. John's

b 4 cutport trade. The ‘sample shows that Scottxsh merchants &
LN

sed ih St..John's had a hinterland and they were acx:l.vely 5 -

. involved in, whof{sallng. s . o Qoo

N . . : : R g !
- o 2 - The Scottish Merchant Community d @3 b 8 gl
: “ e . '

R The Scots were an ethngcent_r mexchant conununn:y., Joh_n _
. Bland and Richard Perchard: were, the ‘énly non—sootg who formed ’
partnerships with Scots:) Twenty-six of the thirty clerks and.
agents which could M& identified were Scottish.’®. Over half *

of these entered trade as merchants latér on..'Agepts were

motivated by the possibility of''being offe‘red_s‘hares. in the

ompany. Walter Mai:‘}\'iliscer', Charlés McCallum, William Johnston, .

. Joh:

icGibbon and Archlbald Kerr were ‘all offered shares after "

servxng as agents.~ James MucBra.u'e‘ﬂéscnbes a typical offer o

. vihich’ wonld b, ‘made to a worthy agent and the reason why. he

felt it meortan, \to prcvlde such an lntﬂntlve-.
”I have wx:xtten to ‘Mr. James Fergus. (who \_ ‘
. is a cousin of Mrs. Russels and carried on
business for som me in Halifax) to, come
here‘as an assist: he is to come by the °
next conveyance. Kavkto give him oné . e - i
© hundred a year for the“two Succeeding years, *
", and for the mext five ye: s, he is to have \




oné~&ighth part of the. Trade, and in the

‘event. of the business being left wholly

to his! management, he is- to have one

hundred .a"year from the Trade besides

. his one-eighth, the Trade is to pay - ._ -~
5 percent for all monies-advanced. by
either party‘and for 11 propérty T W1
actually employed in the Trade. . .
haveua perfect knowledge of Mr. Fergus‘
PZ:I.nClplE\S, and’ know of no man better

- * suited:to our purpose, . . ..it will
at a fufure -day be of serv: Lce .to our

B .'Boys, by having a person to assist in .

£ v the management of it"who has an J.nterest | 3

©ooke U .-in‘its success, wh:.ch is. the object T \
T thelnvlew.’..." . 4‘\

\W(thin the scottxsh merchant ccmmun:.ty marr].age patte

reflected an ethnic blas.‘ Of the nxneteen mart;ages of Py

" scottish merchants which were recorded ih st. John' 5, eleven
were with Scots and eight were with Englxsh and Irxsh

protestantsz38 Most other Scott).sh me‘chants probably wer:

marr).ed in scotland. to Scottish women. However, 1ucal‘ sourg;

were used to recox‘d marx::.aqes and-’ these data miss many|of the

Scottlsh marri ages.: lee all merchants, the Scots used

marriages to fom and cen\ent partners}ups

. For’ example,.

mchard Reed's famuy‘connecuons were sely related to

bus:.ness. He was probably the earhest Scot to -set up business _

:ul st. John s. "He ‘came to Newfoundland in 1779 and by 1794

-operated a partnershlp with Thomas Patten."!g“

Ree§'s fa.lm.lyv
E_nnnec!:ions with Patten-are unclé;r, but Rget;'é four, sisée:s_
marriea séoétish merchants. 49 - His_ sis‘ter élizébe'th marrie&
Alexander Boucher who formed a partnership with his btothe’r-

in—law ‘between 18).0 and 1814, Boucher withdrew in 1814 and <

Pat fck Hh;e, who had been.a clerk for Cunningham and Bell;




X . :
married Sarah, another of Réed's sisters and bécame Reed's
partne'r until circa 1817. Reed Ieft Newfoundland for Demerara,

Janes Fergus,

but hxs slsters remained in. Newfoundland
by

Bl:Lzabeth‘s second husband joined Jam%;(twmq, the husband of‘

2 another sister, Mary,-ko/fcrm a compa y\{hfﬂ’as Glen marned,

a fourth Reed sister, Jane,- and ‘was later in partnership with

Jame% E‘erqus -at Bay Bulls. Thls intricate fam119 grouplnq is

-5
establxshed for Scots in other areas bevxne, 1975) 4 and for

Engl].sh (Handcock, 1979)‘“ and lesh (Mann;on, 1980). merchants

in ‘land The' uncer’ 'n*m of long distance trade

.n\aae -_it‘,impor(:ant to crqa'tg“partpérships which involved a

trusfing and stable relationship. Ethnicity and kinship were

e T . e N
nnportanh for Scctbish—Newfoundland merchants., Only twofiqs
allowed non-Scottish partners and almost every company hired &
“only ch}txsh clerks and forelgn-goxng captaun. Marriage

w:.t)un the ethnic gronp was yet another means to strengthen:

were, maxnly to ‘comj y wu‘.h &Eislon—makers back in Scotland




They, b hued &everal wcrkers tc‘ assist with dut;esﬁbout the

R wharf such as loadan‘and unloaqu’vessels and had an
assxstant clerk to help with mercant:l.le n\atters. Vessels / & "

were dlspatcﬁed by senxor partners in Greenock wh conttﬂlle/d

r.movement ‘and the scale of the trade.

rand

" scale. There were ‘twice. as many Scottxsh fums with bases in
St. John®s, in 1814 ‘as m~‘7§4. Of these 12 £irms, /a1l had o

5 partners in’ Greenock, hut n: was clear that morj/was happem.ng W
h .

on the St. John's wate_rfront. Premises were mu more

extensive, ané_Scbts weﬁ becte"‘r,ins\'xr‘ed than' eir English

"‘and Irish countexparts éirms often had more physical

property, such as Baine and Johnston's e‘xg nsive premises.

» Merchants also emplcyed more personnel to deal with the higher
. T
. / - - . o &

. " volume of tx:ade.

s E4
. After khe depresslonx of 1816 a' transformation in the

make-up of Scottish companies was noticeable. A new tradition

of sole proprietof;hips‘waslemérging. B: nkruptcies and company
P’

spl;ts m.,the depres;;on period left a substannal vacancy in
. the ttade New firms, formed almost entirely by men who. had

/heen clerks or aqents in the - pre- depresslon era, fxlled the

mercantile vuid These f:.:ms were often small-scale wkth no .

// partners boﬂk in Gzeenock. They begaﬂ tu replace the 0ld World

cradmg system with more 1ocahzed actw;i& such as the

Labrador fishe:y, auctions, sealxng, and

oustzng trade

to British North: Amarica. e




| g “
= 'l‘hese actwi.t,les required smaller ves.sels and thus a
sma&ler'investment. Wey were activlt;es which could ha\

. manageq much more easily from St. 'John s than from Greenock.‘

Scottlsh commercial interac

centnc. A network of outport dealers, twq,th;tds o?’ whom 183

‘rel.\able Scottxsh outport de?rs had been trainerl Th‘e i
)

galned exper).ence :-md capu:al as’ clerks fpr St. John s firms.

——___Mgnzly_m&a_znle 1n the development of - ‘

SN e comerc1a1 relatu‘;}:shxps scots ih n

st. John's. clerks, foreign gcmg capcains, max:r:.ages ahd

outMt transaci':{ons all ‘reflected a des:.re to maintain a. L

Scottxsh ethnic flavour. in commerce. L %

. three Scottish oytport: dealers from the‘hr northern bays,

ffnﬂmstance, operated 1n the 15205 and 13305, after’ they Ie,
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. eep(:h century and operated in a fashion which was somewhat g

LANG, BAINE AND COMPANY:

[l Lo i .-
- $cottish merchants remained largely outside the ‘realln

Chapter V J‘
1806-1835

a \
of regular commerce 9 Newfoundland for much of the e1qht

"differegnt Ercm theu: Engllsh and Irish: r1vals. ﬂp unt;l

c. 1800, most Scots owned only one or tue vessels and d:.d -

little more han shg_ttle\ goods across’ the Atlantu; from

Greenock. Thiswas at.a tune w11en English and Insh

merchants, some with as many as 30*0{11135, were heavily

involved in the Southern"iﬂuropean fish trade, and the

passen(er and supply trades to B:itaxn .and Ixeland (Handcock

1879; Matthews,.1983). Scots owned little propert’y F

Newfoundland,” pr

1

ing i d to rent premses from Englxsh

merchants. The'se. Scctt].;l merchants were largely out—

numbered by the Dngl:.sh ancf Insh and. then: vclume of trade.

_was minor, .

over the course of:the early 1800s, however, Scots

entered the Newfourdland trade in force and'in many wuys

3

became Lndiscernible from E;nglish and Insh merchants. 'rheu(

trade 1ocations began to conform to traditional Newfoundland

patterns. Like the Engl:.sh, they developed an export .market
X A

to Southern Europe.

By 1810, the Scots. were sending more




:;Tpé'

16 the:

e Nawfoundland /trade by 1513, Hlth tx‘ade compa:able in vglume 2t ¥

. S oo Waterford, London and Liverpool. Gfeenock however, A P d

cywners thh over 15 vessels. T}\x‘é\g\latwely ‘smaLLprgpurtlon “ .

cf s:ots ‘in the general Newfounﬁiand -population -foréed the 3

Scots to do business with snghsh ‘and ‘Irish nshemen, yor M7 :
5 oy

they’ used Scots as d(/ ers and\ agents more frequently tharr/

th Y. used cher ethnic - groups. ;cottxsh merchants. recruited T
g - mainlp qellow ccuntrymen to their £01d"as cldrks’ and Eqremn

= Poing captains. “Both positions were traming grounds’ for ° b

s merchants anﬂ out ort dealers; assurin uni uel Scottx.sh .
o -P - g q Y

5 ’ flavour to their commerc:al operatmns.‘ . ’\ 3 5
: S ) ‘any one year during the penod betWeen ‘1794 aﬁgr'-

. 1835 there were becween four ana tyelve Scottish mezcham-.

i . companles wozkxng out of - St.\Jphn S, The size of theu "
”opetatlcns and volume of trade vaned but their busxness

; strategies were -gimilar. 'Virtually all, were 1ntant on making *

Va profx_t from seling goods, in exchanqe for f:.sh. The sthudy

4 e
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ot a s1ngle f).rm allows-the analysxs of some of the facturs,

soc:.al .and economxc, underly; g the formatian of, . the Scott).sh ‘.
merchant community’ in St.. John's. I'edgers and letter ‘books -

‘of Lang, Bame and Company" in Greenock, and Walter Baine and -

- Company_ in St. John's for example, cofitain a r1ch store of

:, 1nformat10n on. the s‘cmrces of - company cap;tal the nature of
communu:at:.ons, the role of good management, and. the 1mportance* i

o marrlage and k1nsh1p in the development of a fxrm.l They.

represent small compames whlch 1nitxally were different il

' rom most: E_g,hsh and Inéh ccnpanxes but gradually becamé .

more typxcal.- AAt thel inception they were.small and dealt ~

mamly with, Greenock By the 1830s they were a ma‘jor £irm,

/ ..trading to .dreas such ;as Sou&hern Europe and the,Unxted

States, lx.Jce other Newfcundland mercham:s. . Therefore, a

R study of thxs- £irm provxdes a ance tn view, the changes m,
a Scott;sh firm as it gradually developed throuc_rhout the

nme penod. . i 5 i .

Little is known-of the soclal‘background oi most of
bhe Scottish merchants who were 1nv01ved in the Newfoundland
trade but fortunately some sources, on the Lang, .?(’ne

Eamxlxes are extant. "’ several members of Lang s family were

shipnwners in late ei century 5 anl\xdinq o

James, a merchant, Samuel, a cocper, and Robert and Thomas,

- marinars. Thomas was a sea captain £or Rcbe:t Dunmcre in . J
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. 1 :
x 1781 and like some captains, graduated to trading on his own

account.®  This was common for West Country merchants

(Matthews, 1968), and at least one other Scottish-
Newfoundland trader, w1111am Punton, rose through s1m1lar
ranks.® T e i ’ .

‘Irr 1806, Thomas Lang joined Walter'Baine of“Greenock

to form the Greenock fifm Lang, Baine and Company. * Little®

is known' ‘ot Baine's, background but He came froma fairly

7 yell-tomdo family.. #s father was sufflc'ently well-fo-do . °

to back h:Ls son's venture with £1,000 in 1506. His bro

N

A

nd his sister’ married :

= T Ro'berr. was a. banker i Greenoc]
v ", Andrew Ramsey, a wealthy Greenock merchant, likely a “reldtive k
of Hugh Ramsey,” who was one of Baine's captauns from ].HLG-
1520. o ' - '
Thomas Lang and Walter Baine formed a Newﬁoundl d
-'pa_rtnersmp with Thomas Patten of st;.rlmg which they called
Patten,. Baine and Company. This company handled the
Newfoundl/and end of thexr opexatlons. 4 Patten had. fcrmed‘
partnership with Rlchard Reed at St.. John's sometime after
1,794. Reed himself had been.there slnce 1779. Lnng \and
Bame remamed in Greenock in charg cf the parent company,
. organxz:mg sh;.-pmentls from Greenock .to St“ Joh.n‘ls, marketing
retu’rn,caigoe's of cod and oil and also took cax;e of ‘finances.
* Thomas. Pattén became a resident partner in St. John's, handling
the, warehous:.ng and sale of :unported goods and: the collection

of fish and oil for export. b




% ‘ Th’e_l;tketing of Fish and Qil

The firm was igitially small by Greenock ‘standards.
Baine wrote to i’atten ih_St. John's in 1808: "It must be’
considered also that ‘oir establishment is far smaller and
that- We 36 ‘Less biislness: than any oné Gf them. . ¥ a1l ehe
other scotch holuses are "wealthybwith the exception of orle
.. .7 rhe small capital which they possessed meant. that

-+ ' property,was akso limited. Théy rented premises .from Robert

Newman. and “Corpany ; a wealthy Dartmouth house “in St. John's -
Ty and apart from one vessel, lost in 1505, 4aid not ‘own ships

\ o . untdl 1!511..B Fish collected in Newfcundland was carrxed tc

market in. other vessels, 15 they could be chartered, and
was_also consigned to Scottlsh-—west Indles‘merchant ship-
owners. Lang, Baine and Company were well suited for '
arranging West Indies deals, .since many firms from there had
parent companies in"Greenock. . Sc‘:c‘ttish hou;és‘like Fullerton )
‘and Oliverson, or McKenzie and Company.in Demerara, John ¥
} ., Foster in Trinidad and Oughterson'in Barbados; all took
conEignn\ent; o‘f» fish, from Patten, Baine and Gompany'.g’ Joi\n
5 ' Hamilton and.Company had provided part security when Lang,
Baifie and Company entered trade and he used the’ £ir;|| ;s a
- source of fish for his West Indles branch = Vessels. that
sailed for Southern Eurcpe with Patten, " Eaxne and Company s
fish, used Noble "and mint in oporto, a branch of Newmans of

. Dartmouth and St. John's, Cunningham, \Rel_l and Company's "




’\through Lang, Baine's broker Francis: Blaa.kle. Goods were ©

5 % :
correspondents in Cadiz, Mahon and Pinson, or Parker and

Finnie 1n Lxsbon.11 <

Lang, Bame and Company handléa the-marketing of Eish
) and 011 in Greenock themselves. . In 1810 they sold 44 .tons
of oil and~ 90 tons’ of cod flsh ln Scotland. AdVertisements
were placed Ln the Glésgou and Greenock papers in early
Januazy for, oil te be sold ag’ sqo p’ex ton _and £ish at €17
20th.

-‘per. ton. . The oil yas comp1eteiy sold by Januav

ﬂ\shlpped ‘(here by one of five small "L:Lghter" operato:s whom

13

L‘Eng,~~BalnE dealt with. "Three Paxsley buyexs purchased

£429 worth of | land , whitch hed them by

Tand in carts.14.

.Three Leith firms purchased ¥295. worth of

cod fish and two Falkirk,firms took. £138 worta of ‘Newfoundland :

produce, The remamder was probably sold 1n Greenock.

Fish was much more, d:.ff:.cult to sell than oil, which

resulted in.limitéd mportanons in the years fouowmq. . on, .

on,the other hand, became ‘a 1ncreasingly valuable: export for
Scottxsh—Newfoundland merchants. The relatwely early start

- which Lang, Bame and Company had in the Glasgcw market would

serve them well in years to come’, | S

~
Most' of the vessels whxch the company chartered came
fzom the Clyde porcs of Ayre, Irvme, Saltcoats, Port Glasgow

. and Greeqock. Thes§ vesselg were usually: loaded thh local

coal or Liverpool salt and dispatched to St. John's for a




cargo of fish; Most of the finished 'goods” and food stuffs

whxch Lang, Baxne and Company sent to St. John's from

Greenock went m sma/f— lots in vessel‘b\w}uch belonged to .

“f other Scocush merchants.ls The value of these shipments

could range -from as low as £50 to over £10,000 and could be
a few barrels of meat or an extenswe range of”" foodstuffs,
cloé_hxng and too_ls_. e €
william Johnston: The Emergence of a Partier . *°,|
x Lang, Baine and y e d updn {ﬁxe

of theu: St. John's f:J.rm -for\t@wérc).al expansion -and success.

The ‘St. John's bae was-crucial ‘since Newfoundland was the
source’ of production and.it-was there that inforration on
mhrke'ni‘::’onditions was most apcurﬁte.l‘7 _St. John's was also
the place to judge the demand for suppl;es,“anr] the pnces
of both fish and suppues were largely determined there. ¢

" Patten was not as competent as Lanq and Baine would have liked.
He neglected correspondencd with his Gre,enock partnirs and. was
reprxmanded by. Bame in 1808 fof allowing debts in St. Jchn s
to increase. His house e:(pensgs were in Lang's vxey, too
high, mainly becaugé of drinking. In March, 1808 Baine s
wrote, "We have been told by numerous friends of your im-

wl8

as a

propriety in the management of our business . ..

result, Baine hired\willlam Johnston as (&R "agent and sailed

with him to St. Jahn's to oversee matt:ers hxmself. By early




: 1809, Patten retired from the firm and Johnston, now the
sole Newfoundl_and?&gent, continu‘eé on Lang, “Baine's acanum:.19

- He was soon offer‘ed a one-third share in the concern, which

/_,--_\he accepted. -~ 3

Johnston was a capable manager and the firm grew Uer
. . his dlrection (Figure 5: 1.2 - ne increased the'sale of
t supplied and the collection of fish. He eliminated bad debts '
s " and greatiy reduced 1abor costs in- 1510. store goods sales’ .
R rose from less than €14,000 in 1@09 to"over £26, ODO in 1811. .

Fn.sh éxports rose from 18,000 quintals in 1809 to over 30 000

:rohnston

s Sineans un both 1§10 and 181172
3 ; ablished 9904 relations with planters and .

aealers in the’ sE. John s-Conceptxcn Bay-SQutKern \“Shore area.

3 " Betweén 1810Tana 1818 he HAd dealings with at least 50
Newfoundland planters, half of whom were Erom Conceptxon -

Bay. 3 Some‘ were Enghsh but mést were Irish. The Scots

e Grave. John Boyd dig "the same.ir st. John's and /sames funn fes

went on his own in l“ermveuse.24 W111.1am Johnston supplxed a
3 S

good proportion -of: their goods.
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and availability of supplies, as well as his knowledge—of

25

the state of markets.”” When vessels arrived in St. John's

with suppl:.es on Walter Ba).ne s’ _\ + Johi di

!
-them in-a fast and ef}ac;ent manner. The firm in Greenock
praxsed him for this effxcxency. -6 John Hamilton,'ior exampie, :
used the company consistently, as d.l.d Francx_s Garden, a

pronu.nent West India merchant,-:unt:.l‘-hls insolvency. Their

fam11y 1cns to the £irm- whieh *
g 3

were he gful thh bus;ness m Greaé"’ﬂrltaxn. James, Hillxam s

brother, was a partHEK‘ in Har wand Johnstan of Liverpool
.
‘who became Lanq, Baine's leerpool agent.zH This connectwn

became in_cz'easingly J.mpcrtant as goods were funnelled here

__.from'industrial centres like Leeds 'and Manchester for shipment

to Newfoundland in the 1820s and fa‘ansf STt was .élso ar
alternate market for.oil. Lang, Bainé"s:bartmouth' agent was
Robert Harris} likely related to Harris of Liverpool.
Connections-such as this, based on kinship, were a means by’
which the @ifficulties and uncertainties of long distance

“trade could be overcome.

Company' Expansion’
L a
_From humble beginnings, Lang," Bame and Company ex= 3 -
panded rapzdly. Figuré 5:1 reveals that gocds which they
exported to Newfoundland increased: frcm £4,000 in 1809 to ' -

almost £40,000 in,1813. The total exports of Richard Fogarty, = -




1811-1813, were £45,000, z‘mJ‘.y’A slightly abo¥e J$he exports of
Lang, Baine in 1813 alone: (Mannien '1980).. In the early years
of Lang, Baine's involvemenf in Newfoupdland, about 70 percent
of thexz expofts came frum Greerlock and they were mostly 1n

© part shipments consxgned to various shxpowners trading m.th
0
29 - ¥y d E
N

- St. "John' s.

In 1811, Lang, Baine and Company invested ‘their prof;ts
* by purchasmg the brig Mercurx. Not owning a vassel_ had '

sometimes meant‘ ‘great difticulties in sending fish to market.

.In 1810 for instance, they were forced to sell two-thirds
: their fish to shipowners or charterers in St. John's at reduced
'prx.qes. In 1811, howevex, they sold half f(‘.he fish collected -
on ﬁti'leilﬁsland and exported the remalnder. \/_lear ]étex they’ )

exported 70 percent t:hemselvea.3

= Demerara dominated the market destination for Scottish

dry cod, and the West Indies were also significant. Lang, *

Baine's ions withs Indies finns partially

account for the dominance of this area over the traditional

. Southern Europe’ ‘matkedd® 4

The Norval ‘became the hrm s second deep sea trading
vesse; in 1314‘32 An A-1 brnf; of 197 tons burthen, the Norval- -
was valued. at, £4,800. ’l‘nis_waé to be ; valuable purrchase; since
"she plied the Atlantic until’the late 18305. '

’I'he harbour of Port de Grave in Concepticn Bay.was

@ establ'shed as a branch of the Newfoundland operation in(Q].Z,

when Robert Johnston, their senlor clerk began a stoxe fox oy £

1 —
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< them=pflere. The shore fishery in Conception Bay was enjoying

good years and Portl Grawe was ideally situated to serve

GK’ )
planters and fisherhen. This branch helped facilitate an
1nc;1’ease in, store gbod sales of, 30 percent and a doubling of
fish collectxons in|1812, Whereas two clerks had been

Lo L)
sufficient in 1810, \ifi e were needed in 1812. Profxt s?ared

“to over £15,000 in 1B13,a_substantial amouny by Newfoundland
‘ | . - T g d
st)andards.r *Between {1780 and 1401, for example, there was only

-t one yeargwhen ‘the pr‘?fits of Robert Newman'} ind Company, .a ~.

wealthy Dartmouth ho(lxse, exceeded this level (cnéng 1975:- 106) .
Lang, Balne and Company in Greenock< recorded a £7,500 profit
in 1813 and the next |year it was £12,000. ‘' The firm's assets * - B
were on par with thode of Jdnn Slade, a prominent PGole merchant

g operated on' ‘ghe n‘orqeast coast of Newfoundland in the

1780s and wawqe‘red a major Merchant (Handcock. 1983 KZ“IQ.
| o )
The Role of Credit E. }

Credit mangements were'a vltal part of all aspec\ B A ',

- " |
\ ) of ‘the Newfoundland trade. Unless merchants could secure

cxed:u:, no gncds could‘be su plied by th Lang, Baine's

[ . credlb was tled' closely to ‘arrangements with suppliers. They :

rel;.ed heavi upbn the three to ‘six- month delay between the .

!:une goods were received and the tlme they weze paxd for

4 -~

In 1810, Lang, Baine: shlpped about 40 pert:ant: of heir
supplxes to Newfoundland over (—.hree weeks, start'
March. with the excepuun o‘f Londo tea mer::l-mrn'.a4 all

suppliers gave ang, Baine ‘several months to pay for qoods.‘




- Dartmouth and Liverpd®l merchants.acted.as agents far

suppliers in their ports and Lang, Baine réceive‘s‘ three

months to méke, payments for’goods' received.33 This was
Gonsideral 1y shorter thin the 'six, seven or 'even eight months "
credit J.Ch scots recelved from Glasgcw suppller:s.34 Unless

prxces were very hJ,gh, Scots couldldo better purchaslng/
- ' - Glasgow, smce this E\llowed them time to sell their go ds g6 Y, T

fxshemen 1m spn.ng. and receive fish and 0il in paymept for

—~
these ggods hefore “Glasgow supplie:s bllls were paya le.

< l‘hree thousand qm.ntals of ‘fish were sold in Demerara Lg May '

T .vnf 1810 for'el, 450.5{

Local sales of fish dugmented the fxrm‘,

cap.\tal and suff).clent funds were- avaxlab).e to pay for sprlng
£ /'—7\suppl1es by, the 5311.36 d

. spring supply purchases Below the value of. early fish

collectxons; Fall sh:.bments from Greenock wer:e not payable-

‘Their strategy h1nged upon keeping = .. -

© . until Fehruary or Max'ch of the next yeax.'. . By then paymem:

could be made by the saIes of fall fish.

‘xaaiine, a'nd [& : THe Later Years.

t £ Walter Bal.ne and Company, like . all Newfoundland fu'ms,

'experienced consxde:able rhfficulty in the period betweeh 1815

S and 1817, They lost a: consme:able .amount of ‘money, to planters S

’and merchants ‘who' were 'unable to pay their debts. " They lost

§ uver E2 800 J.n 1815 ana 1816, for -instance. A loss of 22\100

was recorded on the Greenock busxness in 1815 and it barely

managed to break even in 18165 Most Newfn\mdland firms lost
" -« T
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heavily in 1816. Several firms, such as Crauforas and’ : r

Cunnxngham, whom Baine, had referred to as wealthy in 1807,

£ 5

weré now insolvent, leaving new opportup;txes in the trade for

\\;‘wse who survived.
The Baine firm escaped bankruptcy and emerged from the

«degression relatively strong. In 1818, the firm, by this time

called Baine, Johnston and Company, obtained the extensive .
.premxses formerly owned by qCunnmgham, Bell and Company. 'l‘hey'
, en : erected‘a f:.reproof s_tpx:e the_:ze by .that Eall. They ranked
t;h‘i.xd amongst Scottish f£ish.expqrters -that fall,. sending
three- vessels to Southern Europe.and. two to the West Indies.3®
The £im ?ow:‘actéd'as' agénts for theWest'of Scotland Insurance *
Conpany. ‘They intensified .déa‘iings‘-wi’th St. Uohn's traders. ———
- A number'of shopkeepers - mo.'sli:‘lfy Scots = set up in'St. John's N
and’ were’ rétai;e:s‘far,— Baine, Johnston and Company. ‘caten ShaT
S,co‘.tt, Afch:}fs‘aldiqurri‘e, and William Cullen were agong them. 3? ‘.\
: outport tradevwasiprin‘\ari}y concentrated ‘in concep"fion Bay and
the Southerr shore, but they-did some business as f:_x;__south' as

Burin. They were also a major suppher of William Alexander,

a Scottxsh merchant in Eonavlsta.‘o Neu_p_a::.ners Jo}ned the

Cotlpany. wuham Jnhnston was new a senior paxtner in

“but he returned to Greenock each winter to help
¥ GRS LAngaHa Wawath matters there.il He left
‘two Newfoundland partners to manage Business in St. John's.
John Boyd, ‘now s pait owner, managed Hhe St John's Budiness

and John Boyd arid John Black shared the other'quarter.??

By
1821, Boyd left Baine, Jcﬁnstﬁn to tradé on his ob/n account.

~~ EEVE :




He was replaced by William Tarbet. Tarbet later married
Rachel McKie, the daughter of Peter McKie, a Scot, @ was
the St. John's customs collector.?
William Tarbet moved "to Liverpool in tl‘xe late 1820s to
open another branch of Baine, Jchnston.“\ Liverpodl was a
) . strat@gic centre for, the Newfoundland supply trade, 'sending
2y more vqésels-to St. John's than any other port in 1830. It
wis natural for an expanciing firm like Baine, Johnston to . )
place a partner there, rather than an agent. . { &

A certain degree of the fxm'*s success was related to .

v -good n t at sed.’ 1818 and. 1835, they registered
25 new vessels in St. John's.' This was more than any other’ . ) ¢
y 45 ' o~

Scottisl‘:i. fu:m except McBride dnd Kerr. William Punton joined

‘them in 1820, and proved to.be '? remar)vc?ble m:'stex:. _He was by ) v
- far the most active captain’of all the heottish—Newfoungl‘and

4 f’irm’s. Employed fcx 13 years, in the last five, when sources
are most comprehensxve, he made at least 27 long distance %

B voyages. He entéred St. John" 'g in every month except April. :
His courageous efforts éarned him recognition in the St.John's
paper for any&xtraordin‘ary 20-day c‘xjossing in early Mérch.‘s
His sailings (‘:ook him to Gvreen&:k, Livex‘:'pool, Hamburg,

- St. John's, Barbados and Brazil, but most frequently he
. _ el

5 (4 ] shunted back and forth from Opexto to St. John's. Connections
gained in_this capacity served him well when he formed a

partnershlp w1th John Munn in Harbour Grace.qa Munn, a clerk,.

had also learned his trade wh:..le employed for Baine, Joh\‘ton.




s

.

Jﬂ’xomas Lang, Walter Baine :nd william Tarbet wx&gdrew
from the trade at the close ‘of the 1830 sea\son."g By the
fall of 1831, Walter Baine rejoined Johnston and the firm
was now called Ba1ne an! Johnston in Greencck and Baine \
Johnston and Company in St. -Johr¥s.%0 ’A‘he fonowmg year,

wxlham‘ L ", James

G; ieve, Became, involved in
‘the fxm and tcgether w1th +his brother p:alter, Mould become

the next géneratmn of Baxne, Johnston' s personnel when ;’
51 T~ i

Wlll].j‘\ died 'in 1837, 2 bar, E : e
L 5

% b
In the early years, Lang, Bame and Company’ had co-"

g .
ordmated thxee fourths -of the f:.rm g supply trade i;zu'auqh

Greennck. By the 18305, North Amencan port:s,were domxnatmg
the supply trade. Boston and New York were both more
si'gnificant than Greenock. James Johnsto\n Grieve atteﬁnpted
e solidify new world connections by visiting merchants. in

- American, ports and, by marxymg ifito the influential Hal!t’&x \
Eamily of Anaftw Richardson, Esquiré 52

. Baine, Johnston and Company' had grown conslderably %

since 188, They ranked first out of ten Scottish merchancs

exporting cargoes of fish_: in the Tall of 1835 Onerfxfth of

the 55 vessels with Sbottlsh—awned cargoes leavxng&st. John's

were Baine, Johnston' 15.53  They now owned extensive waterside
pxemses and at least ten véssels. 54 They.weFe now a major ,
’ merchant wholesalan company. , ° .. /"




Conclusions
' Lang, Baine and Company' is representative of the
. Scottish-St. John's merchant Commupity and its experience
is very similar to the change. #hich occurred in the Scottish-

merchant commﬁnity as_a whéle [in the period under investigh- *

~ " tion

With’ diversiflcatlon came gxowth and ‘with growth came:

petmanence 5 by - e

Imtlally, Lang Baine and Company probably/made contact

with N’ewfoundland through a speculative cargo of goods sent

there by. Lang fathen Althouqh they arrived. later than the
+ Scottish. mercham: pioneers in .. st. John s, their experlence was
) / . sunxlar. They invested cnly modestly - renting premxses from
another fxm - to. keep costs dcwn. They formed a 1oase alliance
thh an entrepreneur named Patten to carry out their busxness y

/ and they did not.attend °to the Newfoundland business personally.:’

'&Pu contact ‘was so tentauve that-they d:Ld not. even- engage

i vessels of. the].x: own in the tra e,'relylnq instead on space
in ofhérs’ vesselsy or’ charters. s . -

i : "7 By the 1810s ‘they began to see the valde in more ‘firmly

s ' cémittigg'themsélves to: land and the ‘ch; which
S * they underwent reflect this. First of all, -the need fox. the

- - g ) “
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presence of a strong "partner’ in St. Jnhn’s(v:é‘ evident, b
they place}i william Johnston there.> The A' portance of

St. John's as a‘centre for supply and market information for
the trade was noted. They set up independen: traders 'v;ho had

been clerks for them, indicating their desue o have a neLwork

of such men to’ facilitate a more lastlng ttad Ontport

branches such as that set up in Port d

rave weré character-

1stic of a firm that was expandxng its hold on ‘the trade.

As Lang, Baines' ‘residency .on.the 'lsxand continued,

did their diversification and théir desire.

By 1818, they” posséssed méssive premises. 'I:‘nere were al

partners who cverwxntered in Newfoundland by
st. John's and ‘one 1§1 Pcrt-de-Grave. .Outport trpdg,,al}:houqh
'still strongest in the Conception Bay - Southern shore area,
was expanding “to Burin and Bonavista. ‘Scotbish, Jas wall as.
English and Irish shopkeepers were mézeasmgly capxtalxzed
by Lang, Balne.‘ The opening of a LJ.ver.ponl branch 1n the
1820s, the h1gh deqree of new vessel reg;strxes in the

St. John s area (25 from 1818 1835), and an, emphasls on North
American supply areas such as Hallfax, Boston and New ‘York,
dre all indlicatidns 'of_‘fhe changxng nature of their trade.

R Like the Scottish merchant commumty.

\ general, Baine, N

Johnsibn were diversifyini; theu: mer antxle opexatlons in

tﬁe' 18308. - They were part of a matu .\ng merchant}radmg

system which was probably as, Newfoundland ~-based as it was
. Scottx.sh. C o :

‘o
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Chapter VI
4 . . SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS K)

Although closer to theé Clyde and close also ta'the . S
; lanes of Scottish colonlal commezce, Newfoundland remained
outside the realm of regulat SCOt&lSh tradxng across the .
Atlantic in the elghteenth century.‘ As early as 1703,
Sccttlsh metchants attempted tO explo:.t what was overwhelm-
1nqu a southwestern Englz.sh and French cod fishetry, but w1th
h.ttle success. Over much of the elghteenth céntury, trade *
between Scotiand and Newfoundland was sporadlc. Between 1764~
1771, Scottlsh.exports to Newfoundldnd averaged a mere 5985,' a
txlfhng when campared‘ to the traffxc in tobacco thh the
Txdewater or the West Indian sugax trade. "But over the next
‘decade or. -mdre trade with Newfoundland expanded. In 1776,
the value nf Scottu h exports to Newfoundland exceeded 217 000,
part of a Brxtlsh respcnse, as ).n Haleax, ‘to the outbreak of
war w1th revolutionary Amenca. ~The American war temporaxily
disrupted the Scottlsh tobacco. trade, but dlsrupted also the‘
fl_qw of prov;sans, notably,_breadstuffs from' American ports
¥o Newfoundland (Head, 1976) British fishermen still had
' . to be fed and ‘the increased‘ 'garzison presence in British
North, Amerxca naeded su'pplles.‘ Narblme demand. was a major

stxmulus to Scottxsh trade thh Brlt;sh North Amenca,



partlcularly to st. John s and Ha‘lfax. . Between 1776-1783,

the Newfoundland and to a lesser extent, Nova Scotian cod

fxshezles; the trade_ in Shlp s tlmbEry and. the British

Gabiresniebans, en\erged as alternatives to. southern tobacco.
Although Scottish exports to NewfoundShd fluctuated

lannually, th_ei-x: values averaged over- £10,000 betwe;n 177§-l735.

. Textile’ products, foodstuffs and miscellaneous. shop gaods TR . B

. pxevxoubly reserved fot the Chesapeake were _pow sent there. .

a4 b

Indeed; some clyde t houses in. trading
may have transferred to. the cod f;shery. No' fewer than 14
of. the merchant»surnames entering the-Newfoundland trade

occur earllex as merchants 1n the Tidewate;.

‘\\ " There were half a dozen firms in Newfoundland by 1796.‘ .
In 1792, Scotland had 13 vessels engaged there, slightly - .

‘ more than Liverpool, but paltry when ¢Bmpared to Exeter and
its outports in South Deyon with 43 ships,’Poole with 65, and

- ~Dartmouth vitR N\massive 85 vessels.

. The Napoleonic wars represent something of a watershed

in® Scottxsh—Newfoundland commerce as they dxd in. the
‘Newfoundland trade qenerally. * The migratory fisheries

' prosecuted from southwest England on- the banks and in byeboats
vxrtually collapsed and"fishermen resident in Newfoundland

o came to domin’ate the fishery. Settlement expanded rapidly 5

iﬁarketplace '

ant} as the prict of fish soared in the Europea:
British mﬁrchants once again reacted to the rising deman%\

for supplies. ' Using the safer shipping-lanes north of Ireland | };

ut




—-—‘qux? to the new con tions. Between 1799-1805, Scottish
h

during the war with France, the Clyde merchants responded

tsempToy Gyed ‘about 40 veswals da the Newfoundland

mexéha

7
trade, -and this increased to an average of 50 vessels in the

" was conductﬁd larqely along tzxangular ].xnes.

Tin 1613 at the apogee of the ‘salt cod trade.

entered the tradé. MH

next five' years. Greenock was now oné of the leading British

ports; it accounted .for 714 petcent of traffic tOJst-. John's

with thturrival of peace 1n 1815. the prices of fish

‘were ruined fxve continued, anﬂ two new Greenock ‘companies;

SCDttish cod fleet ‘had been . -

'halveq. However, scots were, regxstering an increasing number .
"of vessels in.St: John's and developing .trade with mainland

ports. 'BetWeen 1820-1825, Scots registered 32 vessels in

st. Jonn"s, 37 inthe next fiue.yearn, and 71-between 1831-
i835: . The t;ansition from a trannient to a permanent Scottish
merchant comunity in st. John’s was now viztually complete :
and ‘the. port had anqzossed much of the island's trade.
Vutually from its 1ncepuonbthe Newfoundland trade

ell has shown .

how the fleet-from the west Counhx‘y departed England in spring

- with supphes for Newfoundland, collectad cod and preceeded

to Southern Eux‘ope where it was exchanged for fruit, wine and

othér Mediterranean Luxuries for the British market. Bach
landfall and each exchange of goods a‘dﬁ'eﬁ"to the value Of the .

caxgo and did not demand extennge.cash i‘nvestmentsvxn the

mother region.  This c¢od trading-triangle persisted to i:he
: ‘. s

fell .and econom)c depression followed seven "Greenock compam.es ¢




].8505 and has attracted the attention of both historians
and historical geographers. -~ .
Initially, Scottish shipping to Newfoundland was
characterized by shutt. es back and forth between Greenock
and'-St. John's. Very qusSco::xsh Vessels cleared St. John's
/-fxor Southern Europe before*the Napoleonic wars. At this
time Scottlsh-Newfoundland trade .was simplistic. Thraughout
5 th.\s pezxod however, southern Euépe became 1ncreasln&y part
of "the Scottxsh trade as_the demand for fish expanded.  The
.“line of’ trade between Southern Europe and the Clyde was
‘ténio however, An, contxast to the fleets, from the West
“Country- or Jer.sey des?xﬂbed-by ‘Innxs and’ Head anfi in detail B
by Qmmer; Suo;ti.:sh ships u‘sually‘ returned to St. John's from
1 ‘Ih.eri:'a‘ for a.second cargo, muc‘hilike the Clyde vessels -
‘returning £rom_ Ef;a’nce to Virginia for' a second lpad of
tobacco.: -Only eix of ’thifty-n‘ihe vessels digressed from
lthis trade netwoik in 18‘10 mostly by supp‘lementing regular
voyages WIJ‘.X'I“dE voyages to British North America or the \' .

West. 1ndxes. All Scottlsh f).rms, however, ‘were !zrad:.nq _‘

-Gutside the’ e ~Newfoundl h European etwork,
pur..cha's;ng supplies from vessels visiting the mainland and
* West’ Indies ports.’ This diversification of. tr&@e-Toutes

"mczeased _through the 18208. It was part of -the growing

i T ion cf New. mmd's trade with a rapidly expanqu
continent. 2 T Tk . o
Ey ‘1833, the txadxtxonal lines of trade .accounted for

only half the voyages condicted BV Scottish-vessels. g
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Hﬂna’qemem: of the fleet was now largely based in St. John's,
not Greenock. Southern Europe was still important, but
vessels were more likely to proceed to 'th-e West Indies or
South America with one or two cargoes of cod and to mainland
ports for suppliesy Some Scottish vessels did not even cross
the Atlantic. Greenock was still important however, asﬂa
markeg: far' typ;n 0il, and as a source for some supplies and
of young clerks. Mannion's map of the sh:{ppinq routes
prosecuted by the st. John' s and wa&—f;rd merchant Patrick
Mcrrxs has many parallels m.th the Scottish strategy batwean
1815 1835.; Like Mozris, scots clung to txaditzori, ‘usxng theix
home port of Greencck, as he used waterford-, as a source of -
develope'& a shuttle trade with maxnland ‘ports.  However, the

Scots differed from Morris in their inclusion of the West

Indies and South Ameru:a in their shuttle trade and their

greater use of SQutHern Europe. 'This pattern of mercantile

adaptation to a colonial settxng conforms to the. sequences

pxoposed by qeogxaphers such as Vance and Meinig: trade

focuses xniually betwsen motherland and colony, then entre-

pﬁts emerg_e.m‘ New ‘World harbours, an endogenous traffic

emiérges but traditional trans-Atlantic ties, albeit diminishgd,

persist.. ‘
&, 4 y
One of the central problems of the cod trade‘was ther
P

securing of ships to flzeiqht goods over vast distances around

the Atlantic. Like all me the Scots a mix of




L

s

i22
strategies to meet ;his challenge. Most owned at least one
ocean-going vessel, many had two or more. Ownership of
vessels permitted flexibility in an uncertain trade where
timing of arrivals and departures were critical to profits.
Small merchants just beginning often used other -merchants
vessels to ship goods out of Greenock. Lang, Baine sent
small quantities of goods to St. John's and paid ‘the freight,
and they a‘l;o spent a great deal O’f time searching for suitable
vessels to charter. Almost every’ Scottish merchant neéded
to charter e)étxa vessels for car}yinq fish to market.
Because they owned no vessels in 1810, Lang, Baine were

forced to sell two-thirds of their fish in St. John's at

¥ reduced prices. Acquisition of their own-vessel by 1912

~made it possible. for them to ship 70 percent abroad in that

year at better prices. >

/
.Considering its stategic location in relati;)n to f:
chottish\colonia%ommerce, it is not immediately apparxent
why Scotti e;chants did not establish regular trade with
Newfoundland earlier in the eighteenth century. The ’
extensive supply trade to the tobacco and sugar plantations
may have fully\ OCC.upied Clyde entrepreneurs who were
expand).nq rapxdl; after 1740. It stimflated Scottish
productspn and raised the economy to the threshold of in-

dus' lization by 1776 (Pevine, 1977).. The Newfoundland

trade was small, ed to the Tid A more

: 4 i 3 Neme
specidlized, and England had long \ominated it. The Scottish



: -.—-n-.s 1nception, Scottish trade with Newfoundland fcllowed
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export trade to Amagica was disrupted with the American war.

Scots now looked to Newfoundland and other British North

American ports\ for alternative markets. Surprisingly, little

has been written on the composition of cargoes to the southern
plantations, but the needs of cod’fishemn differed con-

siderably from _tobaccc and sugar planters. Cloth, clothes,
manufactures, notably glass, cirthanvars and hardware, ”

cémpzised 40 percent of Scottish exports to Newfoundland

between 1771 1785. slightly less than food and drink. From ! :

362, cr;dxtmnal lines. - Most Scottlsh textiles were ptoduced

locally by. cxaftsmen in their own" homes. Grain was converted

to biscuit in rural mills and v_xuage’bakenes in Scotland.

Clyde ‘merchants, like West Country rts, 5] ze

mainly on Irish ports for salt meat and butter, leading
staples in the supply tt.ade. VR\II!I end éuqar t:om ‘the {est

-Indies were re-expott'ed from Scotland with‘a 11 amount of "
fruit and wine fzom the cod market areas} in Southern Eu:ope

Of all the major staples requxred to conduct a f:l.shery, only

: salt was m;ssxng (rom che Clyde ‘inventory. i

) Data on the osition of g outwards
178521810 are few, but theré™is. little evidence of change.
Pork was :atil’l impor'tant; accounting for 39 percent of Clyde
& with 3 land. " It rep ‘/ ona-eighth of all

the pork expoxts f:om Bxxté'{n to Newioundland at this time.
The No:th American mainlanﬂ supp 1i%d most of the island's —

bread and flour, but Scots stilY obtained most of their



Newfoundland had greatly diminishéd. Greendck now &ent only -

" and the. Irish in the town. Sin

. f .
Shopkeepers, publidans, dedlers and artisans such as coopers, "

breadstuffs from Greenock. Bread was the focus of Walter
Baine's Greenock trade, accounting for half of his exports
compared to 20 percent for manufactured _gop‘i;\ Baine's
suppliss were gathered from a fairly broad range of Clyde
ports including Greenock, Glasgow, Paisley, Fal)urk Stirling

P

ek S - - .

By 1827, Greenock's contribution to the fogd trade to

one-third of the pork sent at the peak of trade.’ Hamburg and
Liverpool_alone sent five to six times more provisions to \/\

NewfoundlarD after 1825. Quebec and New York “sent two to

three tin\es Greenock's contribution. The shift to ma:.nlangl
sour”ces was part of a\growinq continem;al inceg‘ia‘t)’,oﬁ as food -
production .ivngéased. Ports from Quebec to Philadelshia' '
competed to supply the fishery. Greehock's.role as a fopd
supplier declined,* part of a qene;al British and Ir‘ish éallapse.

Food was need®d to feed the burgeoning urban populatlon of -

'the Clyde and American sources were drawn uponffcr Newfoundland.

. - -
Most Scottish merchants were wholesalers, selling
3 . s o

imported goods to other merchants and shopkeepefs in St. John's

and in the outports. Many of their merchant clients were -

fellow Scots, but they traded ex sively with the English
sales ranged in vale'from

over £1,000, pa’::tit;ul_arly to other Scots, cg '5290 or less.




tailors,' blacksmiths and shoemakers were all customers of =
Scottish merchants, buying goods for further manufacture )
‘ and/or resale. 3,
5 © Theré was considerable scottxsh c:adxng with the out-
ports as St. John's expanded its hegemony «during and after

the Napoleopic,Wars. Scots outpozt eustomers’ were heavily

concentrated in the. populous Avalon, eapecially in Conceptio
,Bay and the Southern shm:e. A number of planf_ers and fisher-

men j.n these areas' travelled to st John's in their own boats

'r‘“

to ttade‘dlre.ctly y:ith Scottish merchant wholeaalers,

bypassing the outport dealer. ' : . . &

There were major clusterings of Scottish dealers on

the north shore of Conception Bay and the Bonavista Peninsula,

D o
but few elsewhere. Scots were not as strong in the more

distant regions. -They did not disl(;dﬁev the hegemony of Poole
s in Trinity .Bay and northwards, or of’ the English in the Burin

~ Penxnsula and west.

Unhke Bnglxsh and Insh merchants, the Scottish

mercnagng_s could not draw. upon fellow countrymen to supply

%hem with fish. Pew if .any Scots ever fished, and the:

on planter:s qf English.and Irish.
L \
extraction. Scots 'in ‘sosother coloniss traded with fellow

Scots, or . relied on Scottish labor. Bquey has noted the

& strength of athnlc ties in the Scottlah tnde at Pmtou anﬂ Sl

\ :
. Devine has pointed to the link ; sac(‘.tish h and

ch;u.sh plante:s in r.he West Indies. Irish merchants in

Newfoundland txaded-al.ong ethn;c unear,‘ but -the moq;, like
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the English, operated at a scale that transcended ethnic ties.
Scots dealt with English and Irish agents in most

large outports. They financed small operations by extend:.ng

supplies on credit for an entu:e fishing season. Goods

were distnbuted from St. John's in early spring and outport

dealers ext\ended Crédlt to ind].vx.dual fishermen ang plante

These men caught and cured the flsh and sold it to tHe out-

port.traders who shxpped it to Scots .m St.-John' s/l@r

transhlpment to market. ¥

v 2 s
From their wharves in St. John's, Scots exported 13
percent of all Newfoundland fish in 1810. Newfoundland sent

half of all its cod exports to Southern Europe. The Scots

* sent disproportionately more. The vast ‘Pulk of cod oil

handled by scots went to the Clyd;;: a convenient home cargo’

allowing easy remi to cor h ‘"rters. Scottish
cod exports to the Caribbean and South Amenca doubled .

betweeﬁ\ 1810 and 1831. Norwegian competltxcn and tanffs

‘d:Lscouxag d trade’ with Spaxn. Portugal now accounted for

mo. \the Southern European market. Oil exports to i
. ¥

Greenock doubled and represented a major ptcpeftion of !

Scottish exports in:the 1830s.  As elsewhere in the British
Isles,\\it was the only cargo ‘homewards from Newfoundland,
although passengers were important in the return royages

to Ireland and England.
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i Merchants entering the Newfoundland trade could draw
on a century of tradition in colonial’commerce. The Scots
had developed a sophisticated system of finar;cing this
traffic through local banks. There were three banks in
\Glasqow alone by 1780 (Soltow, 1959). The ‘Newfqundland‘
merchants also borrowed money from prlivate sources,
especially from fellow mérchants, ‘industrialists, artisans,
and profes‘siona‘ls. Walter Baine's fathef prcved helpful

in Lang, Baine's early huslness deahngs and hxs brother

partnership. .

Short-term credit arrangements in the Newfoundland
trade ‘were largely facilitated by suppliers of goods.
Glasgow‘clothiers, ironmongers and o‘thers had to wait at
least six months for payment on products advanced. This
ix;terim was crucial for small firms to continue tradimg.
Lang,. Baine shipped 40 percent of their goods_in mid-March, ° -
1810, and had until November to pay‘ for them. Their strategy
was to keep ‘supply purchases below the value of estimated
summer fish' catches, so that suppliers in Glasgow and the, : \
surrounding area could be paid when' these catches weré sold
in Southern Europe. Merchants paid for their supplies in
bills of excha‘m‘;e or in cash. Bills were obtaine:i either by ' \
selling goods to otHer merchants = or frcm earnings on fish

exports. They were the most effxc:.ent means to cover t1me e

sales to rs and pay to suppliers. Scottish



branches in St. John's drew bills of exchange on parent
houses in Greenock. These bills were circulated within

the general merchant and planter community in Newfoundland.

Most merchants came from the middle stratum of

Seottish society.. They were sons of merchants, landowners,

well-to-do farmers or professionals. Scots in the cod and

other colonial tr'ades recruited io\mg men to serve as clerks
overseas. If .chey proved worthy, they were sometimes given

sharés in the‘fix:ins as_an incentive. At least 15 Scots who

.came to Newfoundland as clexks became merchants. Merchants
also began as sea captains. Between 1773-1791,» Captains

Hunter, Cunningham, Crawford, Kerr, $inclair, Stevenson,

. Black, Boyd, Poag and Bell were all involved in the shipping

trade to Newfoundland. All of these surnames were names of
n\erchants who 1acez io\x‘med companies in St. John's. Hatthews
and Handcock have shown that many Enqlxsh merchants. were sca
captams. By contrast, the pfxsh did not have a rich' sea-

going tradition, and were more likely to begin their trading

, careers as clerks. Scottish merchants were drawn from both

the captain gnd the cleri( route. -«

Marriage to a merchant's daughter was another way of
entering trade. Young men with capital or expertise could
‘become mez.canti.le\pnrtnex;s through a strategic marriage.
Patrick Huie, for instance, became a partner with Richard
Reedl after marrying Reed's sister Sarah. Almost all partner-

shib‘s were based on such marriages, resulting in a trading




community of extended families with a distinct ethnic
/flavour. Few Scots married exogamously, or recruited non-

Scots sto their fold. ’

I\h merchants were thoroughly blunial in their

attitude to Nefoundland. Scottish firms there were branch

, * plants of G:eer’:oqk companies. Few, if any, settled. only
one Scottish trader in 1794, fc;r inst‘ange, ‘was married w?'.t;h
family and the family resided in Scotland, Their ‘goal was

* to returp to sdotland perminently-as’ senior partners. ALl

but one of these merchants did ‘this. . They usually married - '

late inm life, after they had achieved ‘some measure of
financial security through their stint in St..John's.
Typica.tlly they were r_eplaceg by younger cle\rks or agents
recruited in the Clyde. Life for 'these clerks was raw on
the mercantile frontier. Most were very young, with only an
elementary education. _They were apprenti:ced to a house on
iou wages for the first few years. Few of the amenities of
the industrializing society of the Clyde merchant community

were present, even in St. John's, the largest central place.

They usually had living on ,over the

store in the company of: barrelled prcvisi;:ns, salt and figh.
There were no merchant villas or town houses, no £‘ami1y, no
kin, few fellow countrymen to keep th;m comp!lny, no sEhool,
church, formal sgcial institution or ethnic society. They
were expected to work from dawn to dusk and into the night

during seasonal work peaks in spring, summer and fall. But
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the rewards for such an arduous regimen we;e considerable.
Wiliiam Johnston Gf Lang, Baine earned £90 a year as a.
enior clerk., Such a man soon entered trade on his own
B . account. Johnsten rose from senior clerk to partner in-
just two years, and remained a member of the firm for
. twenty-seven years -as it grew mto the most pwerful
wttISh company. 5
L3

y Mercham:s were slow to settle and invest, in the

; development of st. Jchn' . Whereas the southern colonxal

v < g lpndscape was covered with tobacco plantatxons and large
Yy dwellmg Houses capitalized or built by Scots, Newfoundland's
landscape was often little more than flakes, wharves, and
fish stores. P:em’.sea.in St. John's were rarely worth over °
. £1,000. By 1809, however, the Scottish commitment to
~ 8t.: John's was more noticeable. Out of the 68 wharves in
1809, 10 were Scottish, and their xnsurance values were high
relative to English and Irish premises. * Cunninghams, insured
for £10,000, was the leading house in St. John's:. James

MacBraire ranked second at £6,400. Only five other prémises

/)

were insured at over £5,000, one:of which was S::m:ti's’h7

, ' 1In 1810, all but two firms were controlled by Greenock

merchants who .neve-r/'set foot in Newfoundlgnd. ,Profits were
funnelled back to the Clyde. Lang, Baine's Greenodk assets 3
in 1814, for instance, wlete close to 276,000; those in
Newfoundland were slightly over half this amount. The exact
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degree to which Scots invested back in’'Scotland’is difficult
to determine. Tobacco and sugar merchants were heavy
investors in-land, industry and banking (Devine, 1976).

The cod merchar‘n:s followed 'suit, but™ &t not nearly so grand

a scale. vJames'stev;zart, James Hunter, William Johnston and

James MacBraire, all early‘ Scoitish merchants in St. John's,

retired to their Scottish country mansions with considerable. |
o

fortunes.. - - 5 oo . -~

5 'l‘he colonxal nature of scott;sh hxade was cransformed
- with the -economic depress1on and recovery in the decade
after 1815. Increas:mgly Scottlsh mEICthCS acquired
tenements in'St. John's for_ rental income.” Stuart and
ket Taadsd, & Kods ‘to a Scottish surgeon in 1834) for
instance, 4nd Williap Kydd rented'a 'x;uinpex’.of smaller
_pro.perti‘es for E‘lrl) a year. _Scots, -some ;v.\erchants,‘own“éd
farmé and cottages in the 9oqntr)}side arqu‘nd“ st. J;ohn's,
_(Mackipnon, 1981). Scots were now living in substantial
db‘lelling houses sometil!leé bui‘lt ‘gf stone in Scottish styles.‘_;
Increasingly, prémiées weré owned by their occupiers, not
leased from Englisl;g proprietors as in the early years of 4
the nineteenth century. - Up to 1825, Mmost new vessels were
. qwned by the typxcal branch plant company with partners in
“both Greenock and St. John's. In the next decade 85 percent
of all vessels employed were owned locally by a Jesident
Scottish merchant community. St. John's, originally a
teﬁpous coloniai centre for Scottish merchants, had become"
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‘a permanent and important trade l‘ccation for them‘?z/y the
1830s. .
In contrast to tobacco lords, cog_firms were initially
small, Biographies of a number of Newfoundland merchants
show that the largest houses such as Newmans and Lesters

had 15-30 vessels, but most owned just a few. Leading Scots
had £ive Vessels in 1810. In 1812, Walter Baine and Company
“shipped almost 18,000 quintals Gf cod to market. Few .
merchants in Newfoundland e;;poxted this amount. Lang, nair}gm .
and Company were shipping £40,000 worth of snpplles into
St. John s'by 1813, three t:unes that of Richard Fogar:y,,‘
considered a leading merchant in the thriving Waterford-
St. John's trade. Some Scots accumulated massive debts.
Crawfords and Company, for example, owed almost £120,000 to

Boteisn creditors at the time of their.insolvency in 1817,

.'and half of this had been amassed since 1815. Lang, Baine

and Company who had owned two vessels worth £4, 700 in total

m 1812, were much more substantxal twenty years later. They

.were much more substantial twenty years later. They were

one of th'xee Scottish firms Wthh each possessed fifteen
vessels by 1832 Tpgether w.n:h McBride and Kerr and James
Stewart and Company, they were major shipowners, among the
zanks of t{eyiféundland's largest merchants.

tHercantile settlemént was inordinately slowsto develop.

It was not until 1842 that the Scottish community in..

St.. John's, was'large enough tosupport a Presbyterian: church.
- . 5
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/
*The ScotPish contribution to the Newfoundland economy grew
after this time, with McBridg, Hunters and McLea all lasting
past 1850, and J. and W. Stewart until 1887. Walter Grieve
and Company, a spin off of Baine, Johnston, were the largest
bl fish exporters in Newfoundland at this time. Baine, Johnston
continued to export fish until-aft®® the second Wox:ld War,
and, with a handful of other Scottish firms, are active in
N . St. John's trade to this day. .

Historical geogrdbhers have been slow to study the*
rcantile world. Vance's work has-not b‘een followed .up by
Kographers in Atlantic Canada, apart from Handcock; ‘Mannion,

Ommer and Wynn. - The student of the mercantile world must
rely for the most part upon historians for an understanding
of the dimensions of Scottish colonial commerce. Yet
geographers have much to offer.' North Atlantic spacial
links are critical in understanding merchant trade. Study *
of ship movements through time allows for the 'reccnstructiox;\
of trade patterfis on an intimate level, and sheds light upon
market and supply linkages. -
There is still much to be déne‘ before the full story
of Scottish enterprise acr‘oss ‘the Atlantic .is properly
understood. Many topics which are dealt 'v(ith by Devine for
\ the tobacco'and West India trades remaiff;xanswe_red for the
- cpe t:rad.e. Were the social origins of the merchants much '

different from the tobacco mercha_nfs? Dici they invest in

s
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land and industry in Scotland, of ‘in other trades. Were
Scottish operations much"”different from English or Irish
merchants? How did Liverpool differ from Greenock? Did
English and Irish merchants use similar cod markets as the
Scots? Did they invest ‘as heavily in shipping? How much
of the Scottish trade was with the ou!j/om? Why were they
so successful? How close viére connections with‘ Quebec,v
Halifax and other Bcottish merchant strongholds? - How
important were the Clyde mé:qhaq'ts to the development of '
Newfoundland and British North American ‘export trades and
°-  what impact did these trades have upon thé development of
Greenock, Port Glasgow, and Glasgow? Only detailed in-
vestigation of; Scottish based primary sources will answer
these questidns. 5 §

Pt
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