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.. " AB~T'RACT .-"

,.... ,.J ;' . e-
• A dis tincti ve Scott.~~h mer Cha r/[COatmurrtty surviv~d

i nto thi'~ l$entury and' t race e l ements ' of -~hM; ··Jre sence~., a r.e

. s t i ll' 'manife's t t o'd'ayo T~f~ 'cOlnm'~nitf"ha~ " ~~:~~ - r~~ts:;j ;-, ,:~~;:r

1

.j:" Re~Ul~r ~.~otti.Sh ·t r a de Wi~h...Newfou~dla.~d ,·exten~~.,"rb~Ck . r: .
,0:- ,..t..':h ' :~O .~he :e~.ican ~ar of Independ.~nce'i and pa:r,;i~~~~~ itS"",, . ::',1). ';:'f:::

~ "'d' ~. a~termaeh" \\l ~he l ucrativ e Scot t ish ' tra f .(ic · li1 :tIDbllc co with .
:/1 .. • ',.- " :( Q ' , ' • -, ---........:...... :

. ~.j~:~ s,~y~~~~rn COIO?~~S wa~ , a ~.r",::~d d~rin9 the wa r and . so me ~

C,: :r'de '>-me-r Cha n t s '~.!3'dir~~~ecf t heJ.r trade ,tp Brit i sh Nor t h\

Mler ica , 's upp l yi ng ,go od s"-to- t he ga rr isons and to th e BrHish
0~ ' " .~ .

.)'~~ \:;:O'd'~· fi:he rY:: ~ ~~i.S fishe ry was by then,}o~g e~t.ab1i!!hed i n

e a.s ter,n~t'e:~pu~dli~d. ~C~.tti Sh tra'de .-expan de d during .t~ ...

Napo--Y~;;~fi: , ~~~l!I. ~,,:s · N~Wf~~~~i~~d ~ame to ,d omi na t e, , t he 6a l t\

c~~ m4Itatli:~~ : Pric e s f or , fi sh incr~ased . dr.ain~ically'earlY " -. J..: ,.:,. "/.

i ri- t he ,t'inell!!'ent h c entury an d s cott i"Sh, mercha~ts w~re lured /

to St. , J~n':; an?its . outp~-:'~!i'·, ,to manage t hil tra:d~ : Li ke
. . ' . ' " ~ " . ~

. ~ ' tJte vast rn.:' jority of other" ~Brf,~i ~h merch<l;nt s 't he y di d no t

se t tle pe rma nently, at lea~,~'\ot initially.~ · but as resid~~~y

. in Newt~undi.n,r exp.nded ~:~£~~:';'d · ~ tter ~he Napoieonic ).!~.
wars , shco~tish -merchb.niti:';h·~~~d~,:~~~·~ed th~{';, :~e'diquarhter s t o ' /

St . J o n . s ,an d es ta s e d. perm an ent.. co mmun t y t ere . /

This' the sis examines '~6~~:~~'i9 i ~S "~nd gr~wth of /

i h d i h S " J h " d i h trdns~Hpii-:'·fr,d'."
~cott ~~ e:. t . t . 0 n : . ur n 9 t e . ., . . , ' ' .. ,:" '

. •~ ,",.'l. i ,,'

. .~
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:;-t~mpora ry to a pe rmatr'enl: reS"iden't merc hant co~:n'it~ betw'ee~

'4 c ', 1180 an a 1 8 3 5~'l t " focu se~ ~n ' the em:rge~·~e Of ;GreenOCk as ' ,
. ,,;; ',1.:.- " , '

a l.~~d,i,~;;~' ~UPPl.~ ,~e..ntre. f~r:,~~\oJfOUQdland e.; rlY) in ' ·th~nine ./ ,

t ee n t h. century , . an d its , subsequen t decline asfither por t s

:i dig'lOdged~Brit~Sh an d I ris h por t s "r r om ~ , 'long--sta~ding t~~de

::~b~~~~~he. ,. ,~ ~ ~ o s ~,' M~fttiOf , £~~ Su~,p~ie~:~~ent : tf, Ne~.~~.~~.~la~d b~ '
~'Scott ~ ~h. mer ,chants were sen~. on 'Sc~ttish -ships and ,cOda~d

COd ,~'U were c,~rried ,.: th e '~a:~ke ~ s on ' t hese ' VeSSel$~s.
t he s i s .r e cc e eer u c e e th'e . spatial patterns of Scott:iShshfppfnt3

in ' the,N'or'~h 'Atlantic, 'fro~ ,the i nitial tentativ~ and mainly >

sh uttl i voya'ges -;~e t~';en t he Cl;de and se , Jo hn ~ s . l"n ' ttu~'

. e ighteenth ' ~entury " ~~~eelabor~t~ mUltilater~lroutes .
,;'j( " , . • ' \ , '" . • , " " .

i nte grating thr e e or more ,~Ustinct and wi~ely scacce r ed area s

. . , ,.
to ,s e t tle " i,p , ~t~h,n ' s . The y broug ht ou t their f amilies,

built dw::1ling ho use s andvexpanded t h\i j ..., prem~ses on ,t he "
. ~" ' " ' , , .

wate r f ront, ' scot,~ r e g): s t e r ed "" a Qd .~~1.~essels_ i n

. St . J ohn ' s ' t hr oug hout ,' the 18 20 s and uiJo·ns the i r r e sidenc y
,', , I I • , ~ , ' ..

..~

ii ..f;.

~'. ': ~'I
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in·erellsed . Fr~· -17~ to 1835 , c tcee t~ ' forty Scot'tish... ,
firms were established. At their peak in 1814 t her e were

t~elve 'comp~nie s ope~atd9; con~rOlling on'"e·seventh of the
'" ., . ~ 1

· t ot,l Newfoundland . tra~e • . .T~e~- .dealt w~th English;and I~

I:r.'i~h PIa. nte. r6. ,a nd. .thei~ ~er. v a. qt. 6...i n . th'~ autharb. ou'r~.:~~hr. OU\' .h.. ..
a ~e twor~.' of .Scotti9h and c:'ther · ,a~ents• ..atanC i~9 th~m 'i _ .- "r..,~. ':O:i,,¥

supplies in the, spring. on a promi.Be df the~r fish in the

fa.u.-. , ' - They ' ~lsO · dea ~t ' , ex,~en.s ive l1' Wi.t,h ott.t .r m~r~hants, ' "

:trade~ s ~n.d. artisans ,~~. :s~ .~Ohn: s: . , In . th~ \ t~e~ _ ,~ere

· typica l of large ·S t . John's cod merdh4'Ats but they \d.i:d not

~v\J. the ' advan~.age of English " ~~_ci I ri~h. ~~rchants i n
Newfoundland who c ould trade '~{h ihe i~ f;;llow' co untrymen .

The Scots in Newfoundl~nd ' d l li '"no t fish . ' They were nev e r

~Qr~ ~~~n a tiny minority and fC?cused al~os~ eritirely o~." , ,... ' . '

international tr~de~ But by 1835 they were a potent
, "

· me~,antile f or.Qe in the Newfoundl~ndtrade. ,

The data f or this thesi's come from a 'wi de range of"
.. ' , . ' " . ...." !

·a.rchival-;sources:". Ll~Yd' s. Re:Ciis.ter\_,?~hiP~ing , an~St _: · JO~i' s

--sliip registers were ,us e d t o reccneeeuce the patter-r-s of ' -,

'sh i pp i ng and a p~ofile of . Sqottis h ah Lpcwn e'r a ~~ t he cod

trade . xewepaper -s, government corre~ponde~ce, court

records, v i t a l statistiC_s. •. ;~nls and ' bU8~~ .

.pzovd.de d a , ~i~h ' ~ to~e 6£:~~:;ir~i~n on t he mercha~t - '--
, ' . .:.-.- -...." .-

.co~unity . ~hrOug~ the ,e arly -,~~n~.::'e~nth c~~tur,Y ~ .
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~n~T:::::.::::::f::.n9;::::~i-S;;~;;r::=r:~:n:~~~:
we~t•• ~l.nc'e\P'Y ;da y s a t . ~emorial.'I . havr.w~rked ,on my. t~.Bs is, ...: . .c.
a s: ~4rrsb?ro a nd Hali f ax in Nova scotia , then Sackvil" f e-<-in .< . .:'!:...; ,.r~ ;,; ..c

.. ' " " Ne: Brunswick an~ ' th e n Fon d- du- Lac an d w'~ lias,to~ ~n ' ~ " :.)~., .~.; . ... :" ,!,<r

, a ' ' .; ' " ,' , .. ' ..".. ' . " ,-. ' .: . . .' ,f' .- •.~ .. -to

S~atch~~an . ' Nume...ou~peOPle ,~ave ' a8si~ed me :~10nq t~e '

: ·w~Y . "My ~i£e Anne ha:~>eenwh01~Y ,suppo r tive tti;?U9h~~t

it a l l. To her ' .9~es m'y deepest gra.t!t ude' f,;9X: rea~.irig''' and

". l i stening .t o e·very.draft and ..for encouraging me when.':L.- . (

tho u gh t..I woul~ ne ver e ve r finish. My gr"ndniother ,_ no~ " .,.: .

_~ : de:e:a~:eif: im~ mot!'er··and f a ther~~d ~n; . "'· .mot~~.~~~~.re}i~~
very helpful. "any friends have also offered encouragement

. _ • • • •• • . ' c ~ ~ ~ .~ _.

an d . uPP9r t, especi.e. l l y Kevin Whelan » , Edward Tompkins,-: _'. :.

, < ' ,, -: ::.:: ::th:::h:::i:::n~:::.::::·~r:~::}::-i::~:nd.::..:,
/ -,: ~ •A~li s~n :.; ·~e-ter E.n~~~;' ~n~y Mcc;ann, ~ ~~l~; P~~'b~~lY .'

. ' ': • • "', . :J" . " . .... .. , :. ""

ne ve :t::_;ha ve s t udied h is t orica l geography . Specla'l .,;panks · 90,~:..
• ,. t o ' tlhe staffs of t he ~ueEm Eli z abeth 'i i " Lib~~ry , Ma~itiine

'Hi s tory ~roup Ar chives, NewfotindlaPd ' arChiv es,:\ ;";'d:"tIi"e .

Memorial GeOgrllPh~ De par tmaI\i. Than ks a lso g~ . ~ ~rs . ..
• ' __, ' .r _ , • ' , ' ,

. Gl en ara Anderson f or trans f ormin g my ille~ ible handwriti~g '-:}.l ' ~.<~ ( ,~ _

:~'~·:::::::':~:~~::':~~';~i~~~
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Chapter I .. '

. . . f . .
THE MERCHANT COMMUNITY. AND THE GEOGRAPHY OF TRADE :

APPROACHES I N THE- ItU·ERATURE

'.

"','

Over t he ' past 'lwO c;l~cade s o:r::mQre a sUbs't~ntial'

~ iteratu~e' ha~~ e"!e~ged ' i n ~~s.t::.6~·Y·:·"!o~d · i .rI his~orica~ ' ~eog- ....:. -~ I ' •

. : r aphy on 'tile' or igins and growth of centra l p laces and t 'heir

~. h_~!1~e'i-la~dun t!~r~h·,~er~7.1 '" ~xp~anation~"for the,.4~~wth .

, o ( "c~n'tr~l '~p'laces ,~av.~ ,t aken}~fferen~' ~o'~m~ , ;Ec~~o~lc; .

' h i ~ tor ia~s ~ for exampie, have ' been c~m,cerned Prim~r11y"wi~~~

nie.asuri~'g '.t he 'grqwth .·.of , the urban or, :-:(~gio:n°a).' economy °l'tfurtb. ' ._ : .,~~,

1966, Ta~lor . ,1962-, :p;ice °19? 4:, , ' ~r?~{h:~ ~. .~'~7~·<:,~i~dS.to':";~,1; ~8'~ '-<:'0( ""
. ~<> • ~o~ .t~.~ . most . pat ~ : these , SC~P1a;·r.~ .~~91~c t . ~~.man ,~ni.tia'ti~e, ;~. ~

• - parti~ulaHy t he so cial and c ultural context of indiv1.dua,l' '''-

- .~ Qt . c~n\munity , en tre prene';1~-sh'ip ," ~B a ~-act'q'r .in ~he : '~'rOW~h ~'f ' :;;

,::::::~ ::::~:::n ·:::~:n~:::C:: '~::~i::::::~:; ::~::::~ "::
'. pr~~eur~~o~.p o"i~, s,~'a;.in~.' " t~e' :~r~~~lt'~f ·re.~ ,P~~,~:~S·~:., :,"_~~~~ .l.Y :: '~~'.., . '

sch?~anhip e.X!i,~.~d :~ .t,h~~, . ~·o. :l;on i\l l: . ~Jcha,~t. ; , . " ~-;s:,ec~a~ l~ : .\~' ~ ~

o • ' . .Arn~,rica ." " ,(e
g • ,~ .H~·r .r.~~9~O~r, . l~ ~ ? " .~~;~.~rf' '~~~9 S~:', :.'~C~~ikl)~,e,~~,:}957.., '.

. · · Bruc.he ;r' ,' . ~9'6 ~ ,) '. ..T~~se : .stud~e~ ..- ~na~~ ~.~d""~he :~e r'Rha~t '~O!fU!lu.~ity. , v'" .~,,'"

as , ;,~n, 'e conom: c ,~~:~; '·~O i:i,'~~~.a~ : ~~:~:e, o:'~:f t~~f , ~~nduct· ·~:. ,~{e~~e~~~ ' :/ ' ' I' , . "

. ~iad~ and, i n the ' f o rmation '01 eeevrce-ceneeee , H ist~riana) ..; ~:'< - ...•.
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ha ve e xamined sing le 'me r c ha nt ho~ses (e g . , Davi s on 196~ ; B t e r

1965) . s peci f i'e- ethnio m~rchant co mmunit ies le g . Saltow, i9
Oevine . 1 975~ , and mer c hant commu~ities ~n certa i n por ts and

re gi on s IPapen f us e 19 7? Sutherland 1978 ) . Studies su ch as,
t hese have contr ;Lbuted great ly to ou r under standing of' t he. - ., ' .

...; economic a .n~ _SOC ial :stru~ture Of .me r CantiJ.e tr~~~ _: F,e~ ~ i f.' .

any of eb e s e t o ..however, fo cus on. t he sp atial ·,as pe<?tJ;J' o f t.r ade ,

a,nd even when"geog:i::aphicai . 'pa t t er ns -are" 'di scus s~d .t~/, a re .',

swe ep Lnq in scare ~nd are r~relY. ,map'peci,; :l '~~'. .Do·e rfli'l.~~'~ ~ ~i ·:_:·" : : · · "', .
The hi~-tor~'c'~'~~e09ra~erl~' ~~~'~~,~~ ,~are ' t.~e " s';~ ti ~ i: ''','.':

' . ;· .7~~~~~t~ ~o~~..a~~,j~~>~~~ _~~~ · :'~~~:i~i.s tat~,6ns_ ,r' f ·· : ~ih,e:. ~,urai(~r_~...·. ' , '
.. "" .:-<.~-~; ". ' - 'ecori_o~y/ .~ s.~e,: i~.llY with .r'e fe r ence ,to settlement fo rm (eg . ".

) :.(;" .::'.,... ·::,y~~~~,)~~6: i :.. :..:~;r~~ ,i;; !'!t t~eme s' ha ve bee n of~~n _ discu s sed'· i n -t~e
. :., .~·o nt~x.t', ~f'ce;iiira'f 'p1-i~'e _ the'~r}" (Chr'i stiUe r 19 6'6, Lemon

,'1 967, Borc hert , ,,;, war~ i~71;. ' ~hi5 t hea ry prapos~s tha t

. ; ~ -,

'" ; .:~ ' '\-. .

~; ::. " ~: '."' ~",~ ' "
':i'i

.. .:> ; ',~

:~i:>.i:

<: w;'<:-e ; he sau rces of 'Chang~ S wer; Of1en ';xte~nal ';;' 't~~, ;;: ,' ,'<,< '-: '

,,,' " ;';,, j), ,\:< <. ':
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de've lop i ng ,c o l on i a l area . This ~me rcan t ile mode l o f sett le­

ment- stresses t he i mpor t anc e -o f emerqinq colonial -At l an t i c.

·poy t cen t res an d th~role o f se asonal ~d ",:holesaling tra de •

within t he r etllilinq s y$ t em. I t "a l s o sh ows t he in'fluen~ o f
" ' . .

e nt r e pr e ne ur i a l traditio n , e xperti s e and i nc1! vi dua l initiati~e

U~the ' set t lement/ tr~ing system. The model descr~'be's ' _th~
. - ' ' J .

process ' o f whb 'l e s a ling as it origi nally took place i~ ' th~

~orth 'Americ a n conte~t ; , \ o ng .d i u.a nce - comm~dlty tr~~e linked. . , ' . , ' . .

prcducere of , fin i sh ed gOOd9 dn the Ol d' W~d4 with newly ,,., ' " . ', '

deve'Lcp Lnq .s t apl e pr oducing centres in Americ a. , .The . grae.ual · .

~Bturation a~d dev e iopment 'o f trading ii.~ K.s ~rtd·.s ~·ttlemen t . . ' ;.:. .

~~ ". , palttj~.~s .Js 't~~' ~;.n t~a·i; ~~~~c~ o:t~~ ~~ :·m)~d~ ~ . . . ,..,,~:
v ence' s notions ha ve '9'~ t _t o be fo 1l6wed up s eJ:ious ly .
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Newf o undl a nd : The Hi s t ori c a l

Geoqra,e hy of ~rade '

/l.lt?oU~h it is- "t he; 'old'~s t- s~apl~~ economy e s tab liShed

by . Europe"ans' i n ' NO~:th ~etiC'a' , " th~ ~i.9:at~~X<a·nd ~~b,Sequent

c ::::';":~~~~i~~~:~~~~;:',j >" ,
~he:mJ.n~l~ -;grsuan na t ur e ~f_the ~ortl},.Am~rl.j..~ll.n ' fron t ,i~'t ' . . ~1' :.- ~

.. a nd tpe geo gl!'aphef's trad1.tio na l "gon cern jW1.fn t he c ultural r: .... ,~,

land~cape . Only the colonia l PQ~ts o ( e as te r n N~r~~ Anienca • 1 ", ...:;.

'~ . and the hsh J.ng set.tlemenh. of the nOl'th~a~; retal.ne'd . fi:t."~ , " • :,"

< ~ l.nk !l wJ,th a Man.time wor ld. Here the merchant ~he ld s way , •
, ' c '

t ransport1ng supplies f r om overseas, coll~ftl.~g cod ~nd. other.

st~ple.' : resources i n excha'tl.gE! anefs h ippin9. - t he s e. ,Qve r s e a s . ~
'-~ .~ . ~ . \

There.-are fewal;eas . tn co lonia l Nor.th Amel;ica .whe r e the

me r~hants.,: . ,r Q,; e in the historic~a, . .CjJeog-raph'y of .' set.t:.lement is

more '_ ~ i gni f i~ant t ha n in .Ne wf c und Le nd , Throughou t mos t of
, ' ,' • '.-. , " • > ,,~ " •• , ' . ' • • ' •

Newfound~~.nd.! s hi~.~.?ry it~~eo~le ,ha ve relie~ ' l~pon t ~e ,

f fshe liies ' an-:~ oye r seas. t r ade . As . t h~:'; merc~~~t.~' anc1'·;i.an ters

o,~, ,5~ . John,' ~ p_u,t it .Ln 1822 , " , . ", ~",i.t,h " the ' , ~' :ip 9: '~~ . exce.p,tion

of fi s h, we i mpO!!;..ever;th i ng ' w,e e at. "and · dri·nk , · 'ever yt,hi ng

we wear a~ct" ':everYthing ~e u~·~ ;. even ou r houses a r e 'i~po rted
•• '. : " • " • ' . ,..; • • ' ~ '. , , ' • .. -- · ..... ·k ........ . . • •

. ~~o? other" ~~,~~.~.i~~ ;, ~.~~. at;}e~st" · the ,ma~~ ri~1 s f rom ~~iCh , L '

. they a re co mpoaed;" .... Me r c han t s a nd t he c on duct o .f ove r se a s
,. ' .., ' ".~' " ..'

t r ade , . t he r e f ore . a re fund~men~'l , ,="0 ' under s e1i'n~ i n9 t he ear l y' . .' -.~: .

.~
..'.' ,~ ..'*
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Maritime economy a nd society of N~ewfoundland". : The merchants

provided the commercial framework ' wi tl;l.i~; which pz-cduc t Lon and

consumPt~on t~oK~"~l~. They broUgh~,~: the ; 'fi 9he rm~ n the

articles they needed in r eturn , for fis~ ~hich 't hey ' carried

\ t~ m'arket ~

Both hi si~rians and historicai".:tjeographe'rs ' ·have"examined

: ~~~,Newfo~~<i;;and mer;h~,n~ ,no';;uni;;, i~,~ role "i,,"th';'fO':"~,,~:~
o f . se ttlem~n~ and t he manne r ':i.l'l' wl)i ch the merc:hantsco~ducted ,

.:··•.:::r::~!d::;~;~ns~~:s.;;.;;;t;:>n::::::::::~.::::g:::::; ".9n ". th~/ '
~iSherY ;' ;..s.pe.~if ica 1 .1Y ' E~:.-gland '~!!..~WS 1.968 • . ~.~1.1 . 1~69 ,

Hand~6~~ ,.·.J.'9 ~9 ~' D~,!-~eS'J.9~0 1 " ;Jersey , (o~e.r ~979) !,,:-Fra,nce ,

(La Moran dieX'e 1962 , Briere 197,JIJ. i. spa l.l~ (Barkham 1977 ) , ..', .

:, ~: Nneri~(Head 1976) :'i : a nd ireland -'i ~annion 198'01 , OnlY ' Gr~:nock .

Liverpoo l . Hamburg ~nd t~~ C~dadian po"r t s . a ll:of thel!l; .i~p~rtant
, . ' . ... , , '..

in t he trade , n eve no~ been exam ined . A~ few "s chcil a r s 'h a '; ti ,,:

·:~·" Handcock'. ( 1:~!"7. 1979 ): ':arid' If'hO~~ton: ' i.l 9 7.7,• . 1 9 79.',', f~fexamp1e,

. have examined eh e influence , of me r cha n t' s . i.n the' peopl'inq o f

·Tr i'n i t YC. Bay ' an d the Strait ' of Belle ; s i~'. ' r~ s peC~iV~lY apd "

' :,the r~ a;~· hist~~~ca~.:.geog"ra:Ph~c~1 studie, s by onuner " 'rill 9 ) :':~n
v,.

. t he , J e r s'ey , fis he'H in Ql.spe and Mannion (1977 ) on t rade and

"6ettj.~inen\ in w~~tern' Newfoundla~.d . , Ch a ng (1 975),. a , hist~r ian, ,'..

"", 'c.1ns ~~.ered· ,t .he ro.'~e of th.e ' Dar tmclUt'.(flrm of Ne~~ns in

~'., t he c~; ' f.ish~r; · .cm -the ' south coaac v- Much o f this ~·l:~,te rature. ;:-·

- , ,l/·a ~t~'I1l~~:~.~·~~ i~~i\~'~i hu~an lU me ns i on ' i n the f9~~';'tlon ti.j;
"...
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s~ttiement a nd' t he ' deye ~op~ent .~:;. ~'~~an't~ 't r~d~ '-b~ e xiuni ni nl}

the i nitial i nflow of peo p l e , s~~seque"nt pop~la t ion gr owth, '-'.

s e t t l emen t expa ns ion a ?d the-ge og r aphic ' t or ms o f t r:.ade't;y '·
. . . ". . \ '~

~
._ e t hni c o r cul tur al g r oup s . Ryan (1983 ) has been t h e_Onl Y,

o scholar to deal with ~he ma rketin g o f cod, h i s stu d y cbJ- v.
. . ;~ ..: . -. . ' " - ' ". ~

. ....; '. cenera ees on the nine t eenth centu r y I beria n ma r ke t .. j . . . . .
..__c . Ai'n?ng '.~he ~jor " la~unae i n t he h~ ~ torica~ li.terature

'on Newfoundl~'~d "i8 a n . ana l ys i s o~ ; he p.or,t ot St . Jaho t.s and ' , ;.. '
. " , " ,- " '".\ . ' ..:'

p~rt1,,~ularly .t h e ro l e of t,he mer chant commun ity the:t:,e. Th e

~~rc!'lant community witne s sed ra~ id ~th a f t e r ' 180 q ., Only

· ·L::1:::~f!::ea::t::n::dc:::::t:::~:::u~::':~·l~:a:::::::·; '
• <" :", • •~ r ' . ' ":": . .- .

f o r the , n i ne t e e nt h cen t ur y (Manni on , 1 ~e 7 ). , Previous r e s e arc h

. , '''fDCU S~d' o~· the mer~hants l ' pOlit ica l rO le': (~a tthew~ 1968, 1977,

•: .:~t~:'~:~~~:::>:::~,'a:::;:~~::o;: · :::::::d~;::h:a.: ::a:Oh~:s.
''1'~(~uthe ri~'n~ ~1 9'7 t1 : 1978 "~':'sa~nt john (ACh~so.n·>.9 79) . M~.~r~a l . \'

' ( De';;h l!~~ 'l' 74~~ ,."~~7 ;ven.. ~UiSbOU;q (Bo i her ' {9';'1~' Moo r e·'1 97 91 .

w1len'''~ne c~i~iders ~na~ .~.;. -j ob ~s~ had e merged s Newfound lll nd ' s

~'"pri1narY ' centre be t6re 18 00-anctt1.ncr::~~d ~ts h gemony sb b-

'..;.~~J;~~~l~ . · thi- s :.1e9i~,c~, b~c~me s-,more ~emarkab • Scholar s
.•' :.1-, " .. . • ~~" if. : .- ,. ' . •

,./ · .h~.~e 'con?~~tr~t~d on ~e taiil.ed s tudie.~ ,. o f ,r u r a Newfo~ndland : ;: ..,....

a~d .~~,~'ve< ',~a.rge ~¥' '~'gno."re·d S t . ~J.~hn ' :~· " . S uch,? sic ,:ue ~'tion s as .

the social ·'and · ethndc . o1\igins 'ot.... the ~e8ide~ me'r chant .._ -

. C_o~~~if;· .~. . , t .he : , ~p;~,~ i a~ : di~e~'s~o~.s ~~ \ he i r ' op~'ia~ionps .~~~~; . '~
th.~ -,~rga~i ~~tion o f · t he i r trade r emain
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c. : .~. ~ ' The s co t ti'sh" I mpact o n t he GeOg raph y ~f ttad.e
.~ 1 . :." . ",.y. .. : ',;'" '.

~. \' : . ~Om~\ SChOlars ha ve no t e d . t ha t: th~ Scots for:ne~" an ."" ~. -,

· ~~~"or tcfnt ·Pa r~ ~ f ' t he ~t. ~_Oh~ :~' rnerdb!nt . ~Qmmunity "( ~n~~ ~
- i9); :)i 8~~ 2 ~ O ; · ·Ma~~·he~/;'9 ~; ~ .4ks-4}2; MacMt~lan 1972 :~ 5,2 ::·;~) .
AiJ'··~e·t , 'howe~~ .. there ' has '~be~n no ~e~alled~ study "hf ~hem. ~

: .: . ~ .. , ,~ . ' . 1;, ...... . ....... " ,,", 1. .. '. '.
,ey c~ntrast ·a ", i::o~~ id~rable .nt;er~..t~re exis ts on the ~COtti8hi ' ",' ,

n:erl;:hant"influence in~ West Iridi~s, along the', ~erican 5'~

veab~ard , In ,.,9ueb~cr, .'and i n the . Ma ri:-ti~es . · ~.-:; . . ~.:,..- : ~'">! '
." . ' .. ' . r. .' . _, .' . ' . . , '{ . ::~

.•....: sc~"'ttisft. me.~~~a~~s .,: l aY,ed" .a n i~~or~~>.nt. ;ro~e~ ,.~n co lonial

N?rth America~ ,c omme r ce i n . th~ eighteenth cent j ,::Y. ~.~ey ,

brqugnt gOOd~:; c ap i t al arid expertis e from '''the CIY4e r eg i on pI. .',

Sco\land ~ntl : to~~ . ~'~aple s i n exc'hange f~om cOI~nial~pioducers ', 'ti l
whopossess l!d .little c'aplt:l:-Of ~the ir own •.;~ FOOdstuffS"';.n~~ablY'. . . ' . . . , ~

~~,lt~eats :. b~~~d . a~~ ~\!tte~>; :~~~ti ~~e s .. le~ther good~ ~ .':,iron ,: ~ .~ .~ .. ':

~~ple~rts a~9~~~~ ~r.e '.1~1~9..\~n:' Shi P'., a\~d ~:~f;rent ~~~tre s ,J
al~ng ' t h""..ClYde , ~~d.. t.~ar1:spo~~~..~ :~C.t:OS Ii. th.e..,Atla ntic to ,?olonb~ . I

por ,ts w~e..! e. t he y ~we~e e~Ch~n~~yd .! or tObaC~,oi~,~u9ar - ,co..tton~ . ,!,i"t•.'. I.
fish . an d i n t he nin~teent~ dentury ; ' timber and wheat '. : .~. ~ • . .•...\

. sc~tt~Sh · ~O lo·~ial ' ~r.~d~ b~~;n ~e~~i~;~'n ~~,~he. e~~h~eeritt<:., . .. ',;

century .. ...By . the 1720s~ " t he re was a s i g nl ,f i Cfan t scottisp,~,- : •

. ~~erCha{l t commu~ft; inv~l:ed ;{n th~ t Oba c c{ tr~~e ,o f Vir*n~' ' " --::.;

<;:;::4:;~·:;~~~~~~~;;~b:;;~!:,·:· v

t rade s by , the ' mit\-ei9hte~nth ,:e·~'ntur~' .. . ;They. wer~·~ .tabit~h~·d ' . . ~

,.'>,~~. .~ ,.; ':' " /" ;' ." .... :. ...f .'c ,

..~ , ':."
:. '. '

~·~"":',"1;: ;~,<:.~



". in Tob.ago, Gr~nada, Jamaica, . 'st . Kitt's, St . Vincent ; and

Dominica . . Sugar ; rum, molasses anq co t ton f rom these islands '"

,
•.• 1

totaUed 22 pe rcent o;..-aU Scottish imports i n 1790 . ",Expo r t s

o'f p~ovision,s, fi'~ i'shed : cloth, a nd ' iron 'p r odu c t s to · t~~ s;e · ~· "

p laces accounted for 26 ~ercent of the S9~ttish . t o t a l

(Devine, 197 8) .
• ":.. :' . • .:''v- f; . " •

-it , ,~h.iS,, ~SCO~tiS~ tra'4ing empLr e s~{e,t;~.~d northward~. ,::~ ~,~.'. '. ~.

embrace theJ Middle Colon i e s " New, Engl~nd: ~~tIPartic.~.\C~:~~ ' \ <
Br i tis?> ~9rt~ ,"":". " "" ' a ttrac~ed, Scottish e,ntre~~: , :;:~~,! ' ~ , . ,.:~..~ ~.~ . ',;

::":::::n~:r:::~:n:h:::":::~~Y I :;::; i{~:',~::~~":u~::;::::~n' r.''1

, t·,,

; ',;';' '1983) . William F~'S:sythe . for example , estab llsl18'd at H~l~rtax;':"-
• . ;(,~. "'1\, ' ;"."A ..

by '17 8 ~ ' :;.and 'he i mported 90od~ fr~m his -a r e e nock part ners

ROb~rt~qp a nd Hunt~r to s up,?ly ; ,h.e aritish gar~ison an4 \fie

-~ '~~d" ii:;~e~~ .- His t~ade ne~work ~\;tretched f rom Sa i n t - Jo·~~:Cn-:t:::o-'-'.~:-"
il, .... . " ,., . ..

, the Gaspe and " es tw ards to Newfou ndl'and. -'~There , w~s ~ small

Scottish mer chant conunun'it:y- in ~aint John by 180 0,. L~ s s er
. " " . ' . " .
") centres such as ~t . Aridre~s, . Pictou , Ch a rlo t t ,etown '",and · ~;'~~

" Mir ami chi , ..became f oci fo r Cly d e cOJlfrnerce shortly ' therea f ter

"I .,(~~gge~ , 19ii~ ). Trad~ with the Ma.ri~imes focused ~ial'lY
1 ~ .. \ , . .- , .•,

on ,supplies t o t he British m.~litar'y and t o t he £.isheries; .

it was , hc wever , a r elatively mode s t business 'unt i l the rise'

of t~mber after the ~~n o f t he century :
. .;~

At l e a st eleven firms were , eng age d i n uue bec t ra ff ic
~ .. v;

in t qe ',1~ t&:, ~e~9~teenth' ~e~tur~'• . . Te)l..til~ ~ , cons t r uc t i on t ool6'

'· i!nd foo d domin~~ed the flow i nwar ds Ln e xc ha nge f or timbe r ',

, ,,
. «
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f ur I pot~~h and g rain .

. .
.. " \ '~,i(i:W-," · . ;.... ,
Sco ts penetra t e d~-'i~t~. the' western

\

" .. , ~ ' ,

in~eri~r o f C~nada wi t h the No; th We s t ' c:~mpariY 'and .s cc ee .

c lerks a"nd agents compri.s4ct ov~r half of. .t~~:, ~a"~~gemeI!:,t of'

t h is fClr'::ih~g f ur , t :r;a d i if9 r egi on . ::The y ~arP'e· ·. :trom. a ~id~'
~" ~. ' " " . _ ' \ ~ , , ,\

varie ty o f , .pl~ces in ·Sco tla nd .

Ea r 'ly i n ' t he nineteenth cen't~"ry S~ottish · ·~;'C::llaq.1:s·

SWlt"i:~~ :~h.ir . f~CU~ toth~ ' bUrge~~i~fii~b~: t~a~.'. :n 'th~ ,

. ;>t .~Lawre.nce. _:iv~r , ,sy s t : m,. ~JZb ~a~~iC~lar~y ~n ,n~)J::~h~.~~'i N,~W" •

.~~ B,r~nswic k : T~,e ' "Gl.aSgo.w . ~ouse ' O~f g.i1~~~.,r; .,' ,;~~~!t,~_.rl~ fd,\'e~amPle,; :"

en:ered. the ,.Mi~~~Chi ~~ . lB~~; ., ·Fe~, sco1j::f~~~~ pous~ ,m~t:Che~

their . sce i e in c'Oiori ial tradfQ9. By the~:\lBjOs , . .the y ' ~ere "

\' _' Ijadtn9~"love r' 1 00 ~~sse {s ann~ally'\{~h ~ timber ' f: : ' B"r i t~sh
" ..:t';~,:~e~'~ f_.:,,~~P lOY ing , o~er l,~oo o 'men and SUPP11~~9 aq ' ~~en gt~e~'

n~E!1:~ '~'f independ~n~ , t.~gg·er l; i~ ~ ,t~e f~S.Of New Br unsw ick '.

(~~~h~ ;"1 ~ 8l) . ' La~er l~~ the nille tetm~h century , Scottish .

mer ch a nt s . played an i mporta nt r ol e i n the deve Lcpmenf of t he

-. traffi~ i n 9tai~ f rom )I flpe r canada IIM?Calla f 1 9·72~ . 1

• ' :~ " l ' .,. it T , •

.Sco tl.aI)9 's.,ent' ry in~o t he ' t~ade came reb.ti,:,ely late

, '1';" i ," the lo~g,<h .i. ~~tory 9 f European inyo,lyement. in:' ~~~" co d fishe ry

, . ,: ~ot~,; t n.e . , ~~:;~ t~~~ ~~erJkttlantic. . . 'fl1ere , i s , a; z:e~ort , of Sco ttish.•

'\' , i nvoi"';m.n~ i;",:NewfOUnd\and'as.e.rly as ito" but thi'i was .
"ery i.nsigriific~nt_. , ,probably represen ting "a - few.: ~ciodS Shipp~d

,~' ',} :, .: ~ .: .;" - , :-" ,'; ": 2 < - " >

to. ~e~~~_u~d:~~~,·~fom · ~cot,land . ~~. spec,~~ti.?~ . .>,The r..is~ g~ ,.' .. I. "

. ,'," Scot1,i.S~ ~~,~~g~~ ,..to ,N e,~~,~un~ l~~~;'·'~,~cu~r~~· ., ~?~~n?" - a~.~ " ~~:~~~_r ' t~~
~"; ~er,,~~.an_ : Rf!l ".o,lu~ io,n ;'. ,bu t ' pa"r:tiq~larly' dur ~~g ~he 'Nap~ leo,lj-i-6 ~ . .

w~;~> ~r~7Fa'~~:o~:'~ c~tlat ~ :~~~~r.t.{;;;R~~a~;, :~rel: .':\", .:
.':'::: .:~\ ; , , : "., "

," iJ{;}?;;,,;< ,;:,'e;:, ','" " ,.~; ·;;,)t\i.;: ; ":: tr.;;:;;;':i ''::'''i , , ".' , \,,E' ,:">[.



.'"

I'·
\ -

;...
' '.'::.

\
10-,;

exceeded £700 i n ' i7 '71, ~oared to over £17,0 0 0 in '177,6- ~nd

stabilized aroun~ooo p er .a nnum"a t the ,,;:1 0 5e of the

-Amd'r i c,a n ReVOl.utio·n~. 3 -- In ' ' 1 786"" on ly -f Lve Sco t tish firms

> w~r~ ' inv~.ve~ i n t~e NeWfoundlan~ trade . 4

. Any mea,su re J f .over~ea~< t;r a de mus t; be 's e en ~ithi~ t he

-. 'cc n ee xe ~f..~hiPPin+ since all ··900d'..tec~1cl09Y and · people.
" 'we r e car'r~ed _ on sl\.l,ps eeccs aEhe At'la~~ iC:r ~n the .Lat e 17905

t~~- nunt~~ o f vesse~sl i~vo~v~d~-in the Gre'e~OCk ~ride '~ose : ~~
sharply (Fi gure l: l ~. 5 The re were an average of 14 vessels

per annum voyaging Jo Newfoundland.fromSrotland betwe~n .
17 8 5 a~d 17 9 ;~ ThiJ increasedto '2~ betw~~n 171S-1~99. a~a. .
3. between l'1:.99-,lB~5\: The' average for I B 0 6- i81~" wa s 49 , and

. , ' ., I. : . •

" i n 1811-181\it~ \r~~Cred 53 "vesse ls . ' . .: ~ .

rqe l:;,\s~ thi numbe r 'o f ves,sels, t rad i .ng be t ween .~

Scot~and and Newf~uncpand u p until '1B14 reflects .Ln pa.rt ..

the .qenex el; prospei:it.y e~joyed by . NewfoUl1dla ,od during ' the"

Nctpo1eo~i~ war 's' 'I 'Rya.~ _, '19~ l: · ·~5 J . ' .N:;'¥oundl~~~ :~'~~-tr'01~~d "

, ~~Ch ' of the .W? rld sat~~ 'cod m~~ket . Af~~~ :~~p~ece~~n~~d ,,:<, " .

peak i n t he ' trade '.Ln '1B14 I prices , ,o f fish·, fell~ ~nd eccncmtc

'-"~e'pre S S ion' , set' in ~' '; he av~rag~ -~umbe~, "~f \scot~'i~h~ '~~ :S~l S" " .-,:

.::":::91.::7~:::~::::t: ::d~:i~::dt:: ;::{~.: .::S;::::)9 , 3: ~ :;
" This · :~ecrea'se.~·.atte r' t h e , , ~~~'. ~as p~'r't"o;t" a '"~~~~ 9·~_d~'.~~·i.': de~~~i~~

" '"
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. ' . _cra<;i"fords firm o we d over 1 00,000 pounds ' t o c r e d itor s and
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