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'I‘his is a: study of the infomatian on folkufe Edund

2 m writings ahuut English !:ountr “life, ‘It is alsn AT {a

the trad).t).on,of ethﬂoqraphic wriﬁinq. George Sturt is q:akeq

" as an exemplar and his works are consiaered in" d}_@ail
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e T
‘v -’ INTRODUCTION

This iba study of some, autnblugraphies wrlhten by

Enqlish xural wcrking men, and a few women, :from apprux;mate‘

£ iy 1700 40 £he 1960, - Equally it Considers various styles

OF blography whith have been used to portfay- individual

_countrimen over the sane perisd. ‘In order tg arrive at .a

o bcdy of examples of “writing by and about rural people it has -

been necessary to re&d widely in rural literature of all
k:.nds This has had the effect of making this as much, or

more; & critical analysis and evaluation of English writing

" about country life‘as it.is a'study of autobiography per
‘As”an’ essay in the ‘Study of folklife its first aim is to

Survey the types and quality of -information about £ol

tradition to be found in such ‘soufces. - Beyond Ehis', it
seeks to diaw. paiallels'and contrasts between ofal and
lit:erer conventions of personal expetj.enne naxntlcn. As
a consequence of taking a broad definition of the types.of
books which ;lxightl [usefully. contribuge to folklife’ studles,

this work may also show,sométhing.of the taprossive corpis.

: leaearch into. folk txadition that. has been carried out in

Enqland by amateur scholars who were not; £or. the most, part,

.




society in 1878. P or Ay o ad

i HEC S ' gt
. P ; . g % gz
e B o e e e 2
l s Jfratyed dn the ‘ns&hine} hence’ it is. offered s a Gomple- -
! ; *mént to Richard M. Dorson'S- hsst/'y of the gore "official" e
¢ R group of British folklorists, the foinders of The E‘olk-Lore S {
' e . o S

The writers oni ‘rural life that I'havé discussed show
varying deqrees of awarene ot the folkloristic theories cf‘ . H
their contemporanes in orson s' "Great Team" of British
folklore schnlars~ Andrew Langj. Geor‘ge Laurence Gomme, r.
Alfred Nutt, Edwin Sidney Hartland, Edward clodd, and .
Willian Alexander Clouston. Yet, without wishing toslight g
the achievements of these men, jusfly termed “giants' by \

. Dgrson, in establishing many of ‘the fundamental concepts of

ro1uaxé as a digcipline, 1t 1s argued “here, that the course,
‘taken by the subjéct in the tuentieth century has swung ‘toward
the interests and methods &f such acute ubservers and qifted
i " writers aBout local people and envimnments as George sturt,

2 mhe best of these

Staphen Reynolds, and Alfred Williams.
authoxs wrote with' a seemlnglx intuitive sense of the value.

ecording the fall social context of folk trarlitn.on, and .. -

«of
‘tHe subsequent adoption of the sense»of coryext: as the’
orrierstone of twentieth century folkloristics makes it .
appfifipriate, and necessafy, that these often little kn'nwn'
writers be recognized and, in dome respects, emulated. In

short, in my study of writers about country people, 1 have




attenpted to shaw that there Kas (been a tradition of ;thno

v "‘graphxc w':iclng in Engush literéture from which much’ can be

learned in terms of content and meﬁhoﬂ by modem Eolklonsts

oncerned wﬂ:h the £u11 cont;ex\:s of. folk traditicn. My -

’ considerati‘on of folk ‘autobi g'raphera, ’countw peop1e

I ‘havs drawn dee ly and gratefﬂlly on the remarkable vision

Lof Herbert Halpert whnse wisd n q has been tosee- this as

: udqement as to the strprising

vquanti 'y of wziting that can properly he considered folk- "

_].a.nce' t ny bibliuqraphy uill shcm that relatively few of.

irs an Hiographies. Lihxaxians vust




such books as the superficially unpromising Nummits and
. ‘Crummits, by Sa;ah 'HE'_WEH:, oxJTrinkum—-Trinkums of -I?iftx : &

Years! by.F.B. ‘Kettlevell; tojname two.serjious and useful v.' . P
3 | A S books cursed by a whimsical ‘taste in mt:les.5 But this " g 5 Py

T w7 miscellaneous: litera ire must be searched by anyone tiho aims.

3 & My first gume to'this ater1a1 then has heen Dr.-

Halpert s teagh).ng and ‘the free access he' has qranted me.to .. ‘L

his: superby personal collection. It may, be Dgted hers)chat
. “the vnxumes (¥ s Libraty show signs of very Garpful read-

ing, with abundant’mazginalia., T have not made fullést use

N . - of this "bonus"" feature hovever, .as our speclfic intérests

do not always cod.nc:tde;anqvertheless, 1t has been ‘comforting,

£5x ‘example, to,:

y-own judgement of the interest of a

#°0 7.4 particular book confirmed by his own.annotations. ‘I have

< rot'made separate aqkn&wmdg'ements‘of the. pérticularhel,s i

. h'avs recéiveﬂ from him through such ‘cases; my 1ndebtednass

st rather be ‘seen - as“running throuqhout thde study.

. also enjoyed the luxury of a* yea: s readmg m the extensive. »

sngnsh folklore collectlon m the. personal lxbrary of.'

Professor Kepneth oo Gcldst‘.ein ﬂuxing m; penod as- Hle of:
Y,

this’ Department. | This also hel ed.gxeaﬂy in fram.ng




,'British Autob;ogxaghies I’m Annotated Bibliograghz Df
s .

~Eritgh Autobiogughies Published cr Written Béfore 1Q51
% which 1s mosc useful since, “to it annotations on Content:

Dakeshott, cmldhood in A\.\tobiograghx,
LA Genex:al Analytical Elblmgraghx of the Regional Novelxsts

© The ‘best discussion .of; thj.s is w

B authors while I have felt free to select for the intrinsi L

. 2 3

Additionally, of course, I have made use of the Memorial”

’univeruty library holdings which; as I have mentianed, ove

much to Dr. Halpert's direction in this field. Acknowledge-

,v,ment of the ind help qlven me by many others ap):ears in .

respectlve footnotes

v Publlshed guides to the subject are few

it-adds a detaxled 1nde.x includin uccupatiuns, coun':ies,

and even the headinq "iolklore. Matthews 115 s some 6, 500

'autobingraphies- 4 have sampled only (:he merest fract' n of

and Lucien Leclaire,

Df the British Isles 1800~ 1950.

Léclaire' s subject leads us’to. the sécond ma]ox source

of niy matexial the lltexature writ . about - ural Enqland. :

s
Keith's, The Rural Trad

Engush Count:zside.g keu:h naturally concentrates




interest of cdhtent rather than literary ability;.however,
| his excellent chapters on Mary Russell Mitford, Richard

‘Jefferies, George ‘Sturt, and othérs, have been most stimi-

lating. John Fraser's unpubllshed dissertation "Georqe

sturt - ('Georqe Bourne') and Rural Laboring Life," 10, has b

This ls a study of

heen cf great Lnteresb an valu

" ‘thie influence of GeD gé Sturt in breaking down,s ereotypical

'moﬂes of thinkinq and wr;ting about the nu.‘al laboﬁrin

the ideas I have absorhed £rom mm. Raymo"nd W
13

The Country and the cxtx fofférs the -long view par excellence 2 B

for this is a swe ping review S the meanings whith

d "cit " have had in litera{;ure from Vix‘gll tu Chlnpa

Like John Fraser he debunks middle-class ahayaristc— E B

cratic complacxen5l55 about the sweet cuhtem:ments -of a

countxy 11£e and sinqles o\it for praue several—

: rgalistic. clear-sighted authcts that I ha cons:.dere A




s section of the thesls, :ecugnuably,che review of the:

1820's to the 1920'4; and Destiny Obscir Autubiogragmes
of Chilahood, Bducstion aid Fanily from £he 1820's to! thie -
1 have- been unahle to

ee ‘the” lattex, very recent

volume- but Useful Toil contains an interesunq preface

which—nffexs sound genezauza mns abaut t:he content and &,

rural ufe and wark.

Othér infldences. on my concept af the ‘stiape of . this

tie1a are discussed in ny Einal! chapter tindes " four headings

lxteraty cntwism cf autqbiography,‘t’han ropology and che :

4 use of life history, oral and soci.al hist‘éty, and thé"

’of personal documencs 0! students of folkloren and folklife.

: h.terature" obligatory:in an acudemic dissertaﬂen, has

'been left o' the end ‘oug of a desi:e o Eirst present the :

reade: with the a:tual material It ls hoped that by

fcllowing tl’u.s course the questmns asked ahout bxoqraphy

 and’ autobzoqraphy rom the petspectives of ‘bhe “four: aigel-

pl;nes mentxoned wJ.ll see

-cussed in relatum tc spe




_from primary- sources .\

-1targ(:s.‘ Each {s’a re' ativaly»d;st;nqt ,ggnrs,, t}gau h there‘ &

qenres wof sketches and blograp ies of Wo: kinq men, ﬁave been

" compared with Sturt's: My f£iFER chapter “Looks at what .




. written -abotit: childhocd, those I have Selected are arranged X

“inan order i 0 show_ 1 hnhﬂann tobiography

wntten in accordanca With ellte ute:ary modeu and that

which fblluws patterns rom oral narra ive. The sare Contin

Iife. Hete aqain 1 c6iim nt. on what seem te be the most

"azious discipunas, I Tie iit=;

for oral and written reminiscence.




i dther&ise intuitive perceptions as. to who ancng thesé auto- - . .|

By

" sérikes he right,

Of bi

thesis. “The Life

'm', éohvefsatiéns' with:’

in: hisvcareful, _ob)ectxve and observant manner. I do npt .

! have‘ an insider : perspective. Though I vas hérn"in hé "




ST 3 48 onlooker to the kL.nd of life descru:ed i.n thesa countzy

books. I-have admired u: vitality. of mem-h@.ved t.he SR o e

farming life; I-also know that Il? tepglled‘-by some thi.ngs,‘ -

461t and could not have lived it myself. Being aware Of ‘sich'

‘measure tie” conteht of. éach, source tha/llroblem of

iy selectivity saelus unavoﬁable. Y




& rendered.” séurt' g

) ... my book has endugh

<, féllows in: the village, b that weimay smile over:: .

throug 'obj §cq ve

and' long. passages

180 Lticism, Uf ’l‘he Eetteswcrth Book'

Bt wheri he -talks about "the o0ld fellow's qiaint ... =
‘narratives® then 1 behold: the ‘conntry parson’ in ' -
whos& sight a man'like Bettesworth -has next o'’

) no:virtues-‘and jis e%.ther coarse or "quai‘nt." if,

£’ the.real man in it to grate

. on a-parsop's nexves, then perhaps ‘it should §ot

“be’ !n.,ltered .+ < You’ twig his idea of recomstruc= - FT s
tion’t * it's"to be my hotes énd appreciation’of the . .. . 5
"country ‘1life.". He wants me o ‘come. and ‘entertain B

him. in his study with- anecdotes

£ £he, quaint old

| ‘em together, and then'sigh; and be struck: perhaps
“'by-a "thought" for tomorrow's sermon. . ... The ‘pity

" g0 ‘that a mam can't try'to publish’things about
2 lahn\unr@ peuple vhich are- by no means "quaint.




nte 1ay betwaem then\ Neither =hnu1d 1t be assmned th&t i

‘and nmch bad w:lt&ng has followed him. I-have" attemytgd to

dxvme ruzal writing },nto fxvg catego; xu, o ‘be aiscussed

daughr,en g Georqe scun 's.




gerires 'I have selected ‘for comnent those works in’ which.

- 1nd.widuals are presented Ln snle depth, pattlcul.axly

= % > thrcmqh Lha medium_ of r_heix conve:sauon, since this mode

has mde avaxlable t‘hn 'texts of a\:toblographical reminiscence i

]ective of

frm whinh I hape bb cons:’nct, ‘as.the ultxn\ate

a® Eor—oneulﬁ. 'He a\ sen—, a tastg fo: aveet ami Lnnocent plea

uxes. and .an Lmixffe
3

’ artiﬂcial ,Eoc].el:y




'Ol‘;e of the wcrs\t" oles of r_his

attitude 1:{ t6 be found. in €wo books s by John Balsham, o8

qanaibuity‘ ’l‘hey Lllulcn:e 'uactly what .

tvi.ce-dlpped Tory yu.ﬂr o sympath fuz~ radi.cal
fdeas such us :he educauon of wozkmg people.r The;r xale__

Cise o 5 srve tho‘ix cwuntry m thair appointo}i station:. He-

adlures the oldex generation. nL labou:ers Eor their fcnltuﬂe_ R

and endu:ance but., unlj.ke stnrt, ne-.s untroubled by any




* were those who. could enjoy such referel;ces and ‘knew- how. "damp -

. gaxden g rte.rs under ‘the earl.y sp:lng sun. cl?sely initate

the ‘mouldy reek oF- axfoxd meadows :.and recall. . ,the < -: e ¢
_time when' ons rowed Jm tihe ‘(orpids's (Idlehurst, P 48) ! e
In short his\eancatien ~has bred only an' arxoqam: vulgarity

a.nd lack Df

gination. in his talks witﬁ fmers, ploughmen, s

“gardeners, he Never\experiences sturt's Lnteuéctual excite

worldview of Battaswurt

‘ment at ‘uncovering th

- ig thken as a given that\t.

& abouring pocr are’ naCural infer-

':s," f:m‘théir"homly‘ “the aces are hupelessly F

heavy and animal in express on' - to thei.r "lazy lntellect"

5 fe}.‘ subscrlbing to Dld weaﬂxex bellefs, and their lack of an'
;‘aesthetic- sense: - The gossigs never check a mnt to' Maten * g

to tﬁe mghtlngales, the black pipe is to the old men better

incense r_han all the smeu of the laxche: and the mlst thorn" -

(0la standaxds, p+. 27). “He expects uttla from hls rustlc

neigh.b&uxs and, gomparing thels physicully with the Rector ahd
an‘Oxford undergtaduate, ﬁ.mis that they "seen to belang to = -

anot;-.e: race" ‘(Idlehurst, p. 167 &

What rema!.ns G¢ any worth in Halsham's ]ournal and, i, f.l .

* sketches are some (briefly aescubed situations, such as the

ride in the carriez s van and the not!lnq cf the kinds af




PP 34-35); the children' s May day guéte, though told of with
grumhling at its suppcsedly metcenary deggr:zation» [Idlehurst,
Pp. 94-95); and the scene in the village dufing Saturday -,

evemng shopping visits: The,

“.cottage girls. stralling aj n-arm deep "in
-circumstantial secréts, or :formed in-a line at. the’
- ‘edge-of the to-‘badiner with, the

.ary. youth, who ‘balancé on their heels in the. roadway,
“-spit,. -and:exercise Tepartee; with minute-gun explo—

: sions K hcrse-laugh(:er. (Idlehurst 122),

countrymen’ and-, While'he lacks Sturt's 1nterest ‘and_ability .
to, transcribe Speech, thelcharacteristic topios of personal .
eminiscence show thmugh. isome old mer at the almshouse

tell of feats of sttength, and wagers on” lt, performed by

their generatio

; ) <. "Seeried we “took & prn‘]e in'it when I'was young,"
B X _he says, "shifting. timber by ourselves when we
» ought: o have had.three ‘on it; oxr getting 'a'waggon

S, s loaded up in twenty minutes, and working in harvest
<7 T4 LUfrom. six. in, the morning t¢ ten at night,.and 'walking
e . ', home two mileé after that, and getting: in’as the cocks':
! 7. .were crowing. But it killed us, alk the same; that's

.what T call exertion.® (0ld Standards, p. 94)




. “ : . % 2
\3‘\ . .
- A ploughman narfatés something of his life story ("The

Ploughman’s Horizon,” Old Standards, pp. 215-233), and an

old gardener, of whom Halsham seems to be a patron, imuch as

" Sturt is to Dettesworth, speaks of ‘the lax standards of -

T~ mcdern faming -and his own feats of endux:ance in very
<

authehtd.c style.
- And-‘once. I'was’ mowxn' at Ncmsuch Park’ in Surxey,
as‘you may have heard onj well, there was four
“/chaps there called themselves: the Flyaway Mower
. they said nobody could- cut “so much’in a:week as. they.

z ! could, {They'd’got & barrel of :beer of their own:.

Tunder.a tree, and that.’ T was—mewan “after "then,"

and. I'wasn't not very :fai behind 'em, all: day.. g
(1dlehurst, pp: 35-36) . b4 “
v . 5

Halsham's records of the’ topics of reminiscencé, however brief, .

help delineate the ofal canén for autgbiography. There are .

other scattered refersnices to 'f}alksohq == telancholy rub-

bish" -~ folk medicine) and belfef, but no extended diseussions <
(1dlehurst, pp. 163, 158= 159, 160! Hea).

' Just ‘once in Idlehurst Halsham ts"'brcught up sharp;

af:er some self-.tndulqent mus:.ng in h1s study on a wet

frorndnig-he steps: outside where he lpeet;s{ Sheltering from rain 0 ., i
under a sack ‘drawn about -his shoulders, an eighty-four year.

©ld man sent out to mend hedges:. = .° . B : D

¢ . . 3 E ; &
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I looked back from the gate into the next field, ' of
and saw him, the sack drawn a little closer, the - L.~
head dropped lower, motionless under his. thorn
tree, a figure of patient misery; a form of dread
surely to us his masters, if,we could look beyend
those walls of reasonabléness and decency and well-
meaning which we build about our ways., (Idlehurst,
P. 145) %

hzge landuwne:s are anythi.n but hard man." s & : .. e
i Behind Halsham stand two, centuries of nrzal sketches . ;

varying in attitude betweeu well-bred ct;'mtupt anﬂanuq

idealization. - The classic e‘ssay; Sf Joseph Addison and sir [

Richird Steele in the Spectator papers "(1711-1714),  partic--

ularly those nunbezé describing Mr. ‘Specgat'ox's sojourn on
the country estate of $ir .Roger de Coverly, may serve as a

convenient starting’point for a discussion of the'c}mges in

Faiais aid ‘sensibility which occurred betweeh the bginning of

==
the eiqhteem;h and the close Of the nineteenth century in (:hg

..qenie c:f the zurhl sketch Dn irst. readtng the gecta;o

essays, the readq: is struuk with the absence Gf eraits that‘

vere £o become estn»ushed in later xu:u skecches ther; is

‘a lack, fo: exampla, of that vemz:ation for the countryman as "y

"ehild of mature," or "nnture s qzntleman," imbued with’




in hhn-inn of ch\l!‘ch } , He observes. wtis certam

“ strange and almost mystical knowledge, and a variety of useful

skills. The " common people" of the Sgectatcx papers are

simply that; 1i le is expected of them beyond the ability

to work (and the urbane Mr. Spectator takes no 1nterest in
the 1htr1.cac1es uf agriculture) , Or to amuse with thelr apxsh
‘contests -at grmm.ng (No. 173) ;" ox Ehaif rough sports and

lie_"

ithDu

"comic courtships at country wakes:(Na. 161) 3

“th Ceuntry—l’eaple Would: soon degenerate into as¥ind of

Savaqes and Barbarians" (Nc. 112) i (A curicus echc

cours ‘over - two ‘huriazed years later. in'PiH.

fear that ‘Without public respect. for ‘the £armer, “"the nation

shoild ‘degencrate into’ savagery and becons Bolshev;st o7y

'Sir Roqe: hLmself is pxesem:ed as a tYPl,cal country squlre/

a Tory, benevolent towad his servants .and parishioners

though najive ‘and reactionary in his opinions

*Aithough uE' “Spectator declares his enthusiasm for

collecting "Odd and - uncommon, Characters" his atcention dogs™

‘not descend Jnuch below the soc].al level OE Will Wlm.ble, the.

younger  son’ of -’ bazénet, who in the absence of any’; snlta_ble,'

! career has devotad himself 4’0 the lore anﬂ pxactlce of field
3 spczts (Nc., 108) “TWo exceptions to. the latter point would

“be ‘nis enccunters with'the gipsies”(No: 130) and the local

J:u.tch (No 117) ‘The ‘sketch of Moll' thte, theiwitch, is' -




witchcraf: accusatmns is. sensit;ve and cogen

‘bumbling marriage propc:sal baasting of his household goods,

Gseful ‘s a snapshot of comtemporary beliefs including Sir '

Roger's wave:'mg betwesn disbelief and credulity as the

‘Jusnce of, the Fesce who' had frequently to tiy her.: Addisnn 8

summary of the social and economic circumstances 1eading to.

because .T hear there is scarce a ‘Village.in .
‘England that has.not a ‘Moll'White in it.: When::

40 =iian 01d Woman, begins' to: doat, and grow chargeable; -

i to a'Parish, she is qenerally turned’ intoa’’

- Witch, and’ fuls the whole Country with extrav=:
agant Fancies, imaginary ‘Distempers, and terr. fying
Dreams. !In’the mean time,‘the poor.Wretch:
the innocent .Occasion Of.- 50 many: Evils; begxns “to be
.frighted at ‘her: self, afid ‘sometimes confesses
sSecret Commerces and. Familiarities that: her Imaqin -
ation~forms in;a delirious’old Age.: This; frequentry

.cuts off Charity from the 'greatest Objects_of Com E
passiony ‘and inspi] d@ People with'a Malevolence'
‘towards those.poor crepid Parts:of .our Species, g

in-whom ‘Human Natu e is’ defaced by Infirmty and

'Dotaqe. 2 " ( 17)

As 1ow-11fe, exutic, flgures, howevet, the qxpsy and the

hwz_tch are stock chatacters-' we da not see, as yet the range .

of mterest in the ploughmen, carters, shepheras, whn popu—

late later rural sketches., The. ‘tern cuu tryman

the SEectator refers fiot’to the labon er, who 15 almost

socxally 1nvxsxble, but to

e yeon\an famer, as seen 1n the

2
addressed by a-yeonani, "an hanest Countryn\an, tod ladg

(No. 324).




The ‘cointry had ade Vet become mysteriuus to, the .

city-dweller of this pencd and country people are as much
taken for. qranted as hares’ and rabhitsﬂ | There is some famt e
level of antiguarian inte:est 1 sach seasunal festlvities

as. May dgy- the, term "Green Gwn" is considered sufficiently s

well )mown. ‘and / lubricious, not’ to be explained the May

i "7 O bole; And; the milhnaid‘s headgaax of a pyra.mid of silver”

“tankards ‘for. hex annual qute among her urban (:u stomers: arel L

; mentioned (No. 365). st Roqer 5 Christmas feast £ r the!

tails o=

i vi.].laqers in his- gteat hall i¥ descrihed but 1ts ¢

a string nf Hogs-puddinqs w1th a pack of Cards ‘to, evexy

* . poor family," the.people" S "playing their innocent 'rncks.

: and smuttinq one ancther" oo are frustratinqu brief No..

/ 269)
; SEectatb: uthprs in'"so' far

In sho:t, tbe\coun(:ry is only interesting to’-the

it cah elined satirically i

as: a’foil to the artificial; es. of ‘the - town, as has always .-

A

heen the. essence of’ pasta:al. ks o

@ M, el .Even the~common sentin\ent of’ the time that a periodic

tion and ninhm S shment e

’In ‘dur. Retirements every. thing disposes us to-
‘be.serious. ~In-Courts and Citieswe. are enter:
A s “tained with tHe Works:of Men,. in-the Country
< - ¥ with thosesof ‘God. ; One is: ithe Province of ‘Art; . “ s
2 3 ‘the other of. Nature. (No. 465) SEa el




% mxgm' ly mxosuy and s‘peculati.orp cauled by his solitary
hablts (t_h co«nt:xy people s\nspect hm uf being a "Cunni.ng

"Han" bmuqht to deint tbe iocal wltuh] that he is o liqod

'}_o seek d'ue loliturle of city. 1{&.

{ mch av xun4 nnd 1o-ex class life u the pmvxnm of et

folklori:t :




fle, remember'd a- very pretty’ Repartee made by,a
very Witty Mar im King Charles's’time upon’
1ike Occasion. "I remember (said he, upon entring %
rinto the Tale). much-about the time. of Odtes's % s Lo {
.- Plot, that ‘a Cousin-Germah of mine and I were at - 2
the: Bear .in Holborn: No,'I'am out, it was at the
. Cross Keys,. but. ‘but_ Jack' Thomgson was there;, for he was
- Very. great .with the Gentleman who made the Angwer. -
iBut I am sure it was spoken somé.where thefeabouts - g
for wedrank a Bottle in that Neighbourhood every . i i
Evening:' But'ho' matter for all that “the thing is e e
.\‘.he same; - but; === g

“He .wab, going on’ to. settle the e qraphy of the
Jest when T 1eft the ‘Room,’‘wondeXing at this.odd’

nsiderable degree o wmch e1ghteanth gentury England

5, si:ill fan’ oral society. Addison admlred popular ballads’

7 UL it is impossible that ahy: thing should be S B .

universally tasted and approved: by.a Multitude, = - -"° e

tho'' they are only the Rabble of .a Nation, :which s !

““hath not in_it some peculiar ‘Aptness to’ please.
‘:and gratify” thé Mind-of Man.  Human Nature is

. "'the’same in’all reasonable Creafures; and-what="

. ever falls.in'with it} will meet'with'Admirers

i amonqst‘ eaders of all euahties and C?nditions.‘,

i No...70)




Addison gives a’similar-defence of the popular ballad in:-

. 7. " .No. #5.vhere he pralses the Sld'ballad of the "Tiwo Children

; in the Wosa®” fp:' its noving ‘sentiments déspite the poorntss

Sof its ‘expression.

ounsellcr" (No . 106)

i ‘w 5 more’ realistic than some lats vigions cf it 1: s not
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E api;axent in a comparison of the two'Wworks is the effect o;s )
the, latter of. the rise of the Romantic movement in the Inter- )
vening period and its stimulacinn cf the idea of folklore as . 34

"; a' survival fx:um a, s:unplér and. more naturany postic agel' + 7t

. irving came to Britam and Europe eager m be in\pressed by

o which the curious\travellet should try to absurb with as: much

).ntetest as he- wanld give £o the "mouldenng scones‘ of past

Irvinq s celebrated talé, 52

+‘Orcadian legend. : i,




"Regrettably, Irving, as the essajiét "Geoffrey

cra‘yog‘" maihtains the saha degred of soctal distance trom’

the a v as d;a Mr. Irving 15 knwn to have

admued “the Sgectat yapers Ln his youth " and there is ccn—

siderable; similatity between the: perscnnel of “thé de Coverly

4 Bketches,_ and‘the dgnizeng of ™ racebridge Hall 5 an cld " ;o

ribed first in the Sketch: otk |

ut vit ‘an even mure prancu ed: affectiﬂn for 01

and holidays which he obliges his tenants tD celebrate

'accotdlng to the \trad;ticnal styles he establishes as .

“regult. of . his- reading -or threug he anthuarian researche 5

he: has enforceﬂ upon his parson; '"Master Simon," the old

'bachelor relatmn of. the Squj.re, and who devat:

o '1eld, sports and ham‘n ent, " 1s'a

of Will wlmble,‘and ottier fammar fxqures\ncmd‘ the ‘_ 21 Dk

'character of sturdy anush ye'oman famer, "Ready-Mcney

d @ love- struck girl who |

3 'k » fortune= telling sipsies,

o »]01“5 in, a villaqe estlinq match to save her 1o¢er ‘who is

getting‘ the Worst ®f it (Bracebridge Hall, pp 300- 261

episode seems developed from Spectator ER descrlptmn i

i ’-rni_

- .of a writh.inq, qrm ing). countzy girl, suffering n symp thy v

sweetheax}: in the wrestling ring. dt'a




(8 g’ectntor, NG
. to, hint, Irvxng mhst have brcad r:.lcwnish farca with a' qgnex:al g

b melee

\.ung. e is as though Trving's -vision i 'soglally "

" _' . ds Ln The fator; of “thé gxpsies who'are exotic

figures and hardl‘y within the s 'sys:en at all. froua

1abounng people .are not encountered as inaividuals buv are

ment “at. uottaqe donrs as though glimpse

bowLinq up. to’the q tes of the sstate. T ‘is the 'ahtiq'ua:’xan %

sups)_':stitlcua bel-j.efs, we do, ot hear the people the.mselves. :

advls a him that the people are‘ “rather shy of > B

avowinq l‘.heir traditional bel,ieis o s(:rangers, and par

ticularly “to: ‘the' qentry,' who are, aptito, laugh as them"

- (B racebrid%e Hall, g. 225), and while Irvinq was enraptur-ed

: by happening on. such zxamples oﬁ folk cultura as ‘a May pal

e shall never'fcrget the delight I'felt on firsc ‘
..My fancy. adorned’it with: .
+.‘and peopled. the green bank” with
all: the dancing ravelry of: May-day. The mere . sight '
' of this’ May-pole-dave:a _gLow to iy feelings, -and




“for example, on the .

basis of his readmg ("Rural Funerals Sketch Book, PP

lar super’ titiens (5

ntdions, "Dohbies " 'Jor

household g{:bl né; 3 chieck of . the o




- éieations one. from S!.r Walter Scot s Rob Roy "(1817) ==

Irving visited Scott in this year nd another frdm Franbis

Grase, A Provincial Glossarl (1790), which seems to cuntain :

the core of the supposed].y local gend which Crayon :e(:ells

B as one he had heard wl ile stayinq at' Braceb: dge Hall,

aveller on hor

e 1s ofa Dabbie wiho! Sumped up hehind a

back and almost squeezed him t‘ death (Bradehridge Hall, 5

Haltet Soott’at. Abbotsfb:d n 1617 which 1s desctibsd in
i1

Squire

>rev1ves defunct custon\s such as the sword-dam:e an.ﬂ the* May 4

compou " " B

" and-not ey




charades; Crayon,catches the eye of "two or three of the

younger peasants! who'were grimacing behind the Squife's back

while accepting his largssse of beet following a perfcmnce

of the sword-dance‘("cnristmas Day; " Sketch Book, p. 179).

The Squixe confessed mournfully . that ax neighbcnr who had

. fevived: May—-day on: his. estate had “merely resuscitated it"

and kept 1& up

n'a fotced state of - existencey" finding

redt dj.fficuli:y in’getting. the count umpkins to pray

Bracebridge Hall, _

+* ‘theiy parts /tolerably”.("May-Day Custom
p. 175)% g y

Irving 5. intenfion: seems.less to play the satirist

“than to explore, thmugh the squi;e B fantasies, his ‘own

delight or, 1sillusion at hav;mg h1§ preconceptions about #3

. romantic nrj.vtain cenﬂ.med br denied by reality. “His visit

s England’~tested :ix idea he had fomed of it throuqh his

expectations of the,klnd )oi 1anﬁscape ixf which f zie;

appeare,d, hence his pleasm-:re»fmd' i lels a ticipations

X when I.first -found nysels anmng English' scenery,
"I was continually. reminded of :the ‘sweet pastoral
images which distinguish their fairy mythology;

- and when. for the'first: time.a cirtle in the grass
‘was ‘pointed.out to me as one ofthé bings where
they -Were . formexly supposed to’have held their

- hoonlight rebels; it‘seemed’ for'a moment:as

fairy land was. no longex‘ a fable. (Bracebndge Ha’ll

P 232). . 3




He is quite aware of the delusive nature of his own ruma.nth:
antiquariuusn. the rustics' brawl at thé. _Ihy—Day celehra—
txonsds, *he uamu, probably ‘closer to the teupez of ti.-eu

Past ‘tia s ‘the Arcadian gla§s writers have put on them,
yet hg still must envy then an age/That favnured Euch a.

dxeam. Irving is'a literary tonxiat, at -times belie\nng

g that he has only come too lat whue at» others k.now.&ng

that ths ‘place hs sought was always imaginaxy.

!et ‘he j.s mo:e than a romam:!.c ;. ttara eur, galaly

l.oitexing Hs.s.\tntuitxve remarks on 'the wny E glislﬁ' fairy

beliefs teflect the natj,pnal charactar" in théir concern

X \'i‘:h order and cleanuness in the “househbld and dairy -
faiues rewatd txdiness hut pmc;h sluttish dairynalﬂs —
prefigured the nodem 'fnncticnnuse' (:heories of fairy . -

belief: . - - _ 2y 5 e
I think’ I can trace.the good effects of this 3
R ancient fairy sway over household concerns;}
™ in the care that prevails to the present day™
among .English housemaids, to'put their kitchens
2} ) An order before:they go o’ bed.’ (B: mebngge ‘Hall,

231) N
F Ty
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enough (Bragebridge Hall, p. xxv). He seems to lose his
¢ original detachment and almost identifies with the Squire's
‘antiquarianism and Tory principles. The éarlier, essay,

"Rural Lifé in England! (The Sketch: Book, pp. 50-55),

2y “+° " however, offers a fresh, initial-vision.of England by a. .,

stranger.. 1ri 1k Trving makes one, Erenchanb ‘géint that

1tischis- M o R

® ) In rural® occupation there is nuthmq mean. or

< S 2 B “debasing.. It leads a.man forth among ‘scenés

e e a | F of rural grandeur and beauty; it leaves-him'.
to the workings-of his own'mind’ operated.upon
by the ‘purest and most, elevating of external

3 influences. , Such a man may be.simple and rough,

. s but he cannot be vulgar. - The man of refinement, -
therefore; £inds nothing revolting in an inter—
course ‘with the lower orders in rural life, as ,
he does when he casually mingles with' the lover
orders of .cities. He lays aside his distance
and reserve, and is.glad to wave [s the dis-
tinctions of rank, and to-enter into the honest

o ‘heartfelt enjoyments of common life. (Sketch
s . ” Book, ‘p. 53)

This is ‘a statement, u’; very pure form, of a; central idea

. . of English rural writing, ‘The clichd that’ the countryman

.is "nature's gentleman beconmes achxngly famumz in this

literature and‘persists to the px‘esent.

The description of rural life was e1evatmg. 1t

cculd be.done by maiden ladies, curates, ola 1nhabztants, :




“axiom that:
', "too kn wing, "

‘. the wrlter .as’

34

witfiout fear that in doing so they would encounter a;.y of

the) @acker!aldes OF imai exlstencss. The countryman of this
early phase of-rural literature is amusing to his superiors,
fanciful, naturally poetic. -1rving est;blishes itiasan -

s pedple grow polite: they cease to bé poetical,”

p, 114): and 1f fiodern’ councry pecple seemed

. 176), it could always be regrattel

(Bracebtidge Hall 2

isseur. that ~they were ‘o 1on§er the xeal,

true, courtty fo_l‘k»nﬁ_‘the days of the May: pole and hohby

‘horses. : ey 3 .

The ‘expectation’that 'a book about country life will:
be full of charm must owe much to the:success of Mary
Russell Mitford's-Qur village:. { of Rural'C

Qur Wil

and_scehery (1524—1532) 12 1t 'is lossely a Tecord:of 4

young lady's walks in the country, reflections on nature, -

ami éncounters wyth villaqers, especially cmmren, worthy ’

"0l people, and aninals: Her descriptions, however . are

deliherately ‘restricted to ‘the pleasant and decoratlve~ her

genre, =~ the pastoral sketch fcrbxds “too piercing a look

be Qu the pic&uresque surface

though ‘alloving Fer irony,.

of ‘the workhoyse throughvl:l';e. ;

“as ih Her charactezizati\

flqwers m its ‘garden’ Nothing but for soher, melancholy

use" - ('!Violet;_mg,

p. 61-62). ' In these’idylls it is'as.

“ : s

"expensive and’ artifunal in their pleasuxesv"

by”.
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though everythingv -- weather, seasons, country people,

landscape -4 has been laid ‘out for ‘the narrator's and

reader g delight and that it would be in. some way perversé,

or impicus, to dwell on darker prospects. Yet Mitford

writes with wl(’; and intelllgence, and :.t wculd be. unfa).r <

“to dlsmi_ss‘ ‘hér-as-a: domplacéht pgstoralxs, . ‘She gives:

tense ucurtmmn “scene. It is sympton\atxc Of the demands of

S VR et genrs, hcwever, -€hat “ghe must complete hex “veountry. tale!
% . WLk, tha" lmaELs uniting 'of .lovers, ‘the young man having

bee‘n exonerated of a Ealse cha‘rqe of.rig ~burning ("The:

Ince){dxazy," PB. 318<331).
RE .. . The rural people in. her sketchies. are hypes rather

t:han indlviduals a.nd the:e is no attempt tO tlanscribe then:

conversatxon. c mpassionate insxght may be‘ shown, as, i

5 result'nf Years pf vork ix; et qna weary ways, in fros_t

5 g plie s “and 4in fog which s :a?hdriﬂkers., ‘sitting in warm and.

comfcttah].e Fooma" canmk im a;;xne ("Hannah' Bint," p.’ 234-

235) .. The portra:n: of The MoTe catcher, vihile qlving

son\e descnptian of his personality and trade &= he 1s &

5778 recluse and also.a charmer and prophet s contludes 1n;




i

. though written of ‘ABerleigh in Berkshue, “was S0 ge

moral fashion with his surprisingly charitable adoption of -
an orphan. The style is.that of Wordsworth's "Michael";
‘the reader is not expected ¢o be interested in rural life
and ok for their: own sake, t“ re must be some- arrésting -

st.er tnld to justify Che attentio

consequently, huwevex .

pleasmg thése’ sketohds ey be {as ligerary pastoral the;xr

ethnoqraphxc onten remams undeveloped.

One of fhe most 1nteresti gt successox‘s £0: M ,ford

in the genre of the rural sket h is ’J.‘h as M llex 1807~ +

1574) - In his Ous e shcwh a spec ic

‘town in’Lincoinshire, though ‘it also ‘stands for thé provincial’

" past -in general.: The. gefire of therural sketéh becomes: the

more valtaple folkloristically the.more it’limits itself to

cﬁe.'de'scrtption of 'a specific. region. e ford" s

our V.Ula & '

eral, or,

meal, in, 1 £ descriptions as,, to:be appncab toany lelage :

in Scuthern England .she had heen com:erned [th the 'essen—

tials, as ‘she, saw «them, of the country lee as contrasted

ith the ftown; she’ ‘dealt in the conven‘ onal mea ngS- Of, - o

paseoza1’ By the end 'of the ninetsenth cantury, in a change

reflected particularly 5 Thomas Miller S works, sketches of

particnlar areas’ hecnme nore common han those that are

merely qeneral evocations of the countr side.

‘hig was due to a number of factcrs, among the.m e




v Y x being that railways had opened up-distant . regions of: the : -

country and with an excdus 'St rural labour to the: cities,f -

and the re—expurt of urban, products, whether material




Tife towards conveying genuiné- folklife information:’ He
Ady well be also the coiner of .the term “oral history," !
‘for he 'held the opinion, that histories would be much iR

ptoved for the addxtlun of . commonplace details of daily

% i /living, the' term appears ‘twide in Our 0ld Town, on, pp. 1ss~

157, ‘ana i

¥ ith but a few exce icns, whut is’ here wtit(:en ;o
I have beheld with"mine own’ éyes, or:heard with ‘
mine own ears, for ‘the traditions that make up‘the '
oral history of OUR OLD TOWN wWé been -handed. “
. down  from. generation to: generation through years
T - ** "“’that ‘are now: hoary;’ and they still live, ‘though
.3 ... ... the names of those who first heard them, when

", _they -were:but wurk-a—day qblsip: havlz 1vnq since

been forgotten. : 3 .

The ‘shift in sensihihty ‘expressed-in turning from:

T0the mere ‘charm of ‘the coum_rysme, with ‘occastonal.
% ¢kl of ‘inforwation, ‘toward making a gepuine folklife recozd can
s, pp. 57— :

o R be:séen in his sketch of ‘a sheepvashi.nq “(Rictus

2 59) I The conventions of the genre stall’ obn.ge him to

‘_ :it;vate his aceount uir_h retarances to shakespeare and

'clas'sic.glvp:yth‘ but under thii—‘upezncj.al qloss lie sharp.

s observations

smtimes the, vnlage girls wnl come down' to the
* sheep-washing, and’ then - there ' flies round many: a.
rough-‘fandom shot of country wit: . the girls’ =

“trace strange likenessés amongst the sheep to - ¢
some envied rival; and, i.n alluaion to the n\mber

sdbits




of lambs, “more is meant than meets “the

the frailties of ‘some fair Phyllis al.'e shadowed
forth, while Damon, althcugh midway.in water, burns °
up to his very ears, You find that Dianas are not

‘far from easy;
but if they stay ‘ten or twélve.days aftér’the .
washing,.the 0il ,returns into the fleece, and
+“.then the. shéars move - quite free. .
" farmer is. no

bad
;bitten" shaphsr\i in the’ "wmte:' :
: ‘Pictures, “ppo 58-—59)

In the same bbck his chaptez‘ "Osier Peelers ql.ves Y

o b -
er G "last sheaf" in harvest custom




40

. .+ .to see the men cutting, in their huge - -
jack-boots, knee-deep in water, in a wet e
spring, to prevent the too-forward kinds . -
from becoming "double-skinned"; which means

the:ring of wood. forming for-a secnnd Year 's’
grwth. + .. W(Pictures, p. 98)

ra proiound muqica—relxg fous: "

asscciatinns dlscuned hy folkloxiats.

~But supposing_the’ osier bed is cleared all bift the
- last stocl

a _flne one,. left, like ‘the last rose
;of ‘summer, to be cut down when all its companions

‘aré gone; yet more honoured.than all tl(e .rest;, for. ' -

-it 15 decorated with" ribbons; and ‘loud’huzzas,” -,

from young and old, accompany each stroke of the .
cutter, until “the :last willow bous 1ta tifted * -
" head,, (Pict\n—as, p. 98) " o

hear many

Ritson""

(Pictirds, 'p. 99) .




The perceptian of a gmwmg sncial distance hewee'

wives and daughters =

'on unf vnurably, a view fram the,
- Diarj of a Fal‘mer s Wife, 1796~ 179

Hughes, “thé young ife of a prosperinq iamer,¢xi;ing 1n

of the shearers! feast (pp. 61:64) made him reluctant to

offer . a further sketch ‘of .a ¥imilar occasionk His shearers' ; i

feast shows that 11nes of sDcxal demarcatlnn were: not for-

qotten, even ~in timas of. revelry. whue che 1ahour1ng men " K N

rhe’ young lawyer has hrought his fiddle, for-hé
.15 .a gen man-fiddler., -and the - young; ladies in
& will come-'sodn,-and dance’ on.the ' . :
~Law -~ for even, there. the line of dlgtinction
is ‘drawn. The wealthy farmer's daughter may.'
:condesceénd ' just to dance.a turn’or two in_the.
“barn;. dnd when . they have 'gone, the.old. ons-eyed’
common fiddler will strike up "Bob~and Joan"; e
just to.show. his: cohtempt for such "proud; stuck— aht
“up.thingumterrys," as. he will call.them;. “"with i el
‘their.waltzes_and quadriiles; and ‘such' like : bl .
utlandish. fal-the-rals, as their grandmc(:hers Bl i
would have been asham to’ hayve been’ Seen; SR
‘(Picture

farmers!

n pazticulaz, and’ the work folk, 15

nne chat Rmhard Jef-ferms and Thomas Hardy yould comment iy

inside" occurs ‘i The
15°

whe e we see; Ann




her- husband 5. wishes.

‘Miller does ot describe 1ndividuals in any. depth

they tend‘ £0 b on —dimens;onax ‘typé £ig e Tike the' et fL

wo::thy Tabodrer enticed ints drinking:

e ‘Poacher (Bictures

J ‘mo;val tale aqainst the Game, Laws,

tis seen through a Words=

pp. 279-%30) . “The oid: woodman

worthian cast of mind' as naturally phuosophm, his charac-

ter and benefs shaped by his solitary occupaticm, We are

told of his superstitions but they are paraphrased, it is

all Miller's,Roman: idea of what this man must think and S

‘feel, ‘x‘ather" th

the dlz’ect expressions of the man himself

He is more successful‘ when ¢ setting duwn things he

knows fxom intinate expenen

In Our 01 Towr 'which he

o describes ‘as "riakedly near o naturé:..

lmost entirely . -

g fanciless, 'e can part a).ly eschew the elevated styl W

‘belng mnra confident of .his :eaders' interest; in cld fashioned %

rovinclal life

* Donestic interiofs aré described,

.deea;;, for exanple, and ‘éyen verbal:commonplaces;

They call d goinq to bed"climbing the wooden=
:[noting ‘there were only wooden .. '." "
ladd LS. to the upper floor in-some. house
and. when about” to retire for the.night,.
--sometimes -sdy, after.-a few sleepy yawns, "’
If°TI was in'bed, and fast asleep
would ot get up for:a flock of sheep..

(p. .43




‘customs and relatad beliefs.

. His repbrt of an 1ncz.dence oi "rs.dmg the stang *e

', while w:i.tten ~up" in a lthtly comxc style, is closely

little further on ived a fellow who was in
the habit of -beating 'his wife, and I was" nearl_y
deafened-one evening by a. crowd blowing an., :
3 v bullocks'~horns ‘and’ beating’61@ tin"‘¢cans; and. on W
i : i o+ “going out to inquire:what was the matter; I-wds 2
) N e s told that he had again thrashed her; "and. that they :
- : ‘o i'were "Riding the’'Stang:" . I say a rough-looking.
- i ‘... van; éeated on.a chair, hj.qh above the ‘heads-of -
Vi, o iy e N the mcb, he, was. borne on the ‘shoulders of<half=

3 re 0 B a-dozen men,’ like a Guy, and was'the merriest
of‘the.lot. ‘He répeated the rhymes. which had -

 been used on-such occasions, time out’ of mind.
7 AE length ‘they halted beforée the .door” of the house

B _vhere the man had beaten his wifej.and then the

‘ " deafening outcry ‘recommenced, accompanied by: the
- words of "ran.tan, tan.a ran-tan," and the. mounted
speaker, beating an.old frying=pan: at the ‘endof. "
évery line,. of which the -following was the bu:then

»

MRan‘ tan '-= ‘tan a x‘an tan e

By the bign of .this old-£rying. p: an, ¢
Harry. Sage -has. béen beating-his. good woman Al
He beat her;. he- beat her -= indeed, and, indead
For .spending a- penny, when she was in need, ..
He'bedt. hér blatk, and he.beat her blue,
vmen, r.he 0ld‘One gets him, ‘he'll. give him his aue,
- tan a ran tan :

1 send-him- there in this ‘olal irying ban, .
hur: xah. hurra

Theran~tan chorus, rzan\e in’at. the end of every 1ine.
And:Mrs. Sage ghowed herself at’ the w:l.ndow with -a
‘couple.of Blackened eyes,’ as. Buryan.says, "The. same
“to’ tastify. ‘Sage, .hcwever did not.approve of ‘the
proclamation, ‘but’'made an unexpected rush cut'of his
docr, and overthrew the - man wha mde _the stang ¢




(or poll), chair -and all. He had bettér have o2
_kept in, ‘for he had no more cHance than a fox
“hemmed in by a 'pack of hounds.  They forced -
"+ him_.into the -chajir, held hif there, and bore him .-
-7 ijto the. maxkec‘glaue in triumph, a‘ uvinq wit_ness
ef &1I m ﬂham (pp. 193-199)

Mille: had a good memory £ the :tyla of conv

satlon a,nme acceunt of the aebate style of leqeud per-

e new seen, aught,vone than myself,” .

5 sud the first speaker;"and I've been under.
Tom Otter's ‘gibbetrpost, at Drinsey nook, ‘when

Sullby ch\lzch-clock‘s n striklnq twelvea

men, Who, instead-of answering him will enter
Anto long narrntive of :the” large stabks ¥




‘.While not,contributing much to our sense of the’style of
oral, remifiscente, except in brief passages like the

above, .Miller is nevertheless an interesting transitional

. f.iElﬁ:ew]set;ween the. ‘mérély decorative writers on country
;life and the mbre realistic h{manuanan, and; 1ncipient1y

ethnographic recorders of the'Tatter ninetgenth century

Acontemporary of * Miller, who' urote in the saie

* mixed style of persanal Sbservation ¥ " d:'ohscured.

by. 11terary all\lsion, was Wllliam witt (1792 1879) ‘

His ’I‘he Rural Life af England (1838) attempts a Comprehéhf

sive view of cnuntry /’1).fe, including chapters on ‘calenddr

3

-and 1life cycle customs, ocgupations. afid sports, but disap- .

po;ng:nqw draws little on direct experience -- though ..

He Eantin it Hawd ryaz much to offér ~- and too ‘heavily on

"01d Aubrey,? John Brand, " Willian Hone, and other an’tiquar

ies. Of mo interest is his The Boy's Countrx-BDok_ (1539),

s which purpares €6 be "The Real Life of a’Country Boy;.
witten by hnself' exhuumng all the amusements’ plea;ures,
and pursuit of r:h).ldren in the “country." ' The term

"exhibiting® in “the sub-title is the keyword for ‘Lts style'

the book is not S0 much an autobioqraphy as-a cataloguer of

childhood gmusements garefull.y laid out by a rather Vsenous,

nostalgic, adult, In'no way does. thei style of the writ;_ing’

reflect a chlldhoad sensibility.

Within this 1—1m1tatj.on,
" however, many 1nteresting aspects ot Folkiife appear, _$uch
v ot S 5




‘as his good account of November 5th bonfires (pp: 80-83);
miners and their micknames (p. 18); child labour (pp. 113-

116) ; and -lécal anecdotes, particularly stories of shaf

_ghosts. (pp. 178-197) . -Best of all is.the way it ténds to'

eschew descnption of .the more formal games in favour’ of

discussing activ: iss, 14K& riding on gates,’ tree branches,

the brush haxrow, ‘or debates' the respective merzts cf qoats,"

~ hang piqs, and Fart, horses as mQ\;m: iitids ‘good, to. Eind

a favourite. sport of my "own,.boyhood, the blowmg \;p «of

“wasps' nests with gqunpoider, so lovingly defailed (p, 74).
" Thoigh a 1iri;3“qf déveiophent can be traced in rural
sketches and country Jourhals in which -the -parely decorative !
and whimsical elements give way to greater realism in the
rv‘é‘e_scxiption of country 11fe and work, it 1s. also true that
' volumes of sketcf’:es “in the older styles continue toappear.

Familiar devxces li'ke the “wal.k round the village," used by -

mtfotd, aze still Eavcured as.a n\eahs of unifying random
thoughts and observations, -and ‘the MOELE of the cycle of
the coum:ry year is still popular for 1ts,attl‘act1ve

implicatichs of pemanence xn contzast witkﬂnodezn urban

instany hty. F:ancis m’ett Yeung s summe: in/an Eng].ish e

village fo; example, artfu]sly framed by l:he arx;val and

departure of the swallews (P ortrait af a Village, London"

Heingmann, 1937). Kespars of. ‘country Journals, such as’ :

1 ana paf_ricianv. v

| J.HIB. Peely: s Yin'the i
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@
manner of Halsham. In his book promisingly entifled

Country Talk ‘(London: Hale, 1970) , the talk is largely
hls own;. what he quotes.of country people s speech

. patronizes their dialect dnd seems tb have been selected

«for j.ts ung:qnscious humou SR :.s ds. t;houqh Sturt had rever-,

- writfen.

since it would seeu\ that An country 1J.teratux:e

the or lqins, in_terns; of Bhglish Liferature at’ least, of

“.the next gernre to.be discussed' the gallery of rustic

ch;racters .




II.. Galleries of Characters

The gallery of characters, being short sketches of

recognizab‘le type “of personality, age groups, cccupations’;

and statusés i rural .‘U.fe, was ‘incipient in the ruralie }' s

sketches Of sthe:§ ectat:or, where Sir Roger: de Coverly, Will. <

WinbL Hand others represent t:ypes that Would already have'

' Béen familiar to a lltera,ry audien_e. Addlson and Steele

s were héirs-o the. tradition of the' "charactez"‘wntezs of"

“the seventeenth century.2? .’

. Thé gente derives ulti_mately

“fron the classical Greek  character s of T

who, as-a natural Scientist, made them.in a classificacory

spirit, as though bnta.nlnnq amanq types of humanity.

Characte: wxiting was redeveloped in England m the seven- .

teenth centuzy by Ben: Jonscn, Joseph. Hall, Sir Thomas 3

Dverbury, .J6hn Earle, and other ; men were. described not =

only as possessing intrinsic qualities but as playing cerkam

parts’: in life: The character, as a gem:e, demands a A:col -
aloafness in the’ observer, who “£rom a pcsition of almast %8

God“like detachment, points out the . Virtuss and vices of .

“'nis sub]ect with witty concision.

The £igures descnbea are predomxnantly urban,




much admired by country writers; it is ‘decoranve—and ‘coin-

cides. thh an image of country life as innocent, pastaral,

and- sweetly contented that was dear 0 such !.deallsts as

L' BJH, Ditchfield, who quotes: the chaxacter in full in his'

Owh-COuntl‘z Folk, PP.
was. cited hy walton -and; that Lt

'hatp;.'

222, Duuglas Bush note!

8 dravm ‘in part -E¥gn 51’

g Phihp yd.ney‘ 5 pasborals, so that 1t

s a mich chérished. "’

1ccn of che Enghsh rural plea(sance. ,

23 4

is

John Earle s A Plaln Country Fellcw

fess pretty, ‘though more’ profoun, and_ hag been' less noticed.

5 .+ The yedman, Earle sdys, thinks and speaks of notm.ng but -,

- ~his animals and his plo\xgh. “his ditch and landmark is the

. very mourid of his’ medn,au.ens"- his house is poor "and dis-

tinguished from the bam only, by 1oop ~holes. in the thatch to’

Tlet out smoke, he 15 1ittle interested in requion, except

. to’ pray for the nght weather~ he is.sententious:

He.'thinks nothing to be.'vices bitt pride and" i1l
- husbandry, -from which he will ‘gravely dissuade:the
youth and -has some thriﬂ:y Hobnail pxoverbs to

3 .'clout his’ discours .

(These traLts are still borrle aut .\n oral autuhiography as

X . T know' £rom 1nterv1ews wj.th Earm warker in’Dorset ‘in. the

1970's)’. Yet Earle s Qhar cters are distinguished by theit’

‘hunane fecling) which is apparent in the concludinq 1ine:




For-death he is never troubled, and if'he get ir
but his harvest before, let 1t come ‘when -it.will,
E he cares not.

Here, of colirsej-is the immortal, enduring, cbuntryman of

: e . 5 s . 8
the _poems Of ! of ‘Thomas Hardy -and Edward Thomas;‘ but_the stoic

bluntness in ‘the ‘man’is also the. q’\.\ality admired as manlineﬁs i

g by rural wor.kers, and is the thelne of the rcverb decla ing

; the need to. farm as if.one’ would live forever.

One seventaenth centuty collection of characters,

Picturae Logu 3 ‘pictures drawne forth in. chardcters
(a631), 24

by wye Saltonstall 1. 1630°161b) contatns several
sl N rural occupational and character types. and institutions. .

',

< Within the. usyal punninq, double meaning, este there is -

‘some qocd obs«‘rvation n‘:aking it wmrthwhile for Lts qlmpses .

of folkufe as well being xnterestlnq as an early example

of ‘the depiction of some zuxal characters. that woul be me*, *

tablished as types xpected to be drawn by any later

sl = o authcr w:iting in this genre. Wedding customs are ncludéd
&, ey 'm No. § "A Country .Bride;" where she goes to church

escorted by two bachslots, walking on flowers stzewn before -

" her;. rogémary | and ribbons are pzominent the ring ‘€ pleced <

on her thumb} there are ﬁdcuexs for ‘the’ dance at the Tk
: wedding, the btide is. set at the head of ‘the tahle to

signify. tier: supralna:y in Househdld affairsy. 4nd the bride-

cake 15 broken Gver the couple's heads: _The,wofk of "The




Ploughman" (No. 7) is investedv with .a certain‘reuqions

significance == a Biblical and ;\itexary commonplace == in-

the conceit which draws the analoqy between the 1ife of a:

- man and ‘thatof grain: |

and s good hiEvast is hig happinesse, and’ the
:last seede he ‘soiigs is his own bodye which hee

knowes like his graine,. Lhough it seeme to perish,
: yet\shall spring aqaine. P

Yet saltonstall is also drawmq realistlc picturss' he knows

'that a plouqhman eats "barley pudding," ‘and’ may spend his

wintex ‘nights mending his whip or his shoes, the latter . L

studdea with hobriails’ bought at fairs. ' The fair is vividly

seen:

. Afarre off it seemes a‘tumult-of ‘white staves,
and; red. patticoates and muflers, - but ‘when you."
‘comeé ‘nearer- they. make -a. fayre shew... (No. 21, -
"A Petty. Countrey Faire") St Ut

- Horen buy huusehold trif‘les here, yet‘ such’ as are for'use

CoL more than ornament._ Men treat each othe): to: drinks and

. 'balletsinqers_s‘izrv copies of: love sungs o

it wex their n\ilke-

S & o S by heart! at home, and_af:er_sm

payles “In: the "Countrey Alehous mo 22), nward 2

: hanginqs is.a painted cloath with a row of Ealletts f\sted'

cn it“' bargains are made there and the woodwork is ‘covered -




o House in the Count.

[with chalk scores. . 2 /.
Rustic courtship s N W tnevitably clumsy

and comic: the pkcughman kissinq his girl at the countxy

and«thg aibite fon ot »shephezds’ "to be elected’the shephea:as' 7
King, which he ébtains ‘hot by any corrupt suffrage, but'by
having the First Lanbs ye'ami that yeare,” "The Baglye,"

A Keeper

Farmer's Danghtar, and "A Gentleman's

y" ate also characterized. In the latter -

ketch' ‘the servancs are 1ackadaisical “but thé ‘food,” if rough,"

is abundam: and'

Hee ‘observes all times and’seasons of ‘thé jeare, " . -

and his Christmas-is the butlers Iubils. . To AN
. concludé; His housé is the seat of hospitality,: -
_the-poore mans. Court: of .justice, the Curats . .

‘sunday’ ordinary; -and the onely. exchequer of

. Charity, 'where the;poore goe -away relieved,

and cry,'lGod blesse:the: 'founder. {No

This is. reminiscent of Overbuxy s "The Franklin, who ' also



: traditwn <~ .with Chaucer ds another: antecedent

fd'to replace the made of Slynpian judqemant nade on: the -

. glimpses of this chanqe'

o

. Rocke. Monday, and the Wake in. Summer, shrovings,
the wakeful ketches on.Christmas Eve; the Hoky,

- or seed Cake, these he yearely keepes, yet holdes v
them no reliques of Pupery, 9) .

'l‘he Charactet sketch, then

‘T ghall trace Here s the s the &

3 aspet:t of the sketchas as oppcsed to their simply w,itty and *

ainyging ‘element. . They had to begorie explora cry, adventilr-
ing, takxng the readet beyond his’ r:omfortable presu:rptions
abont What 1ife and mnkind ‘was'like: :ffo acoonplish this

‘a more, patient and -te tative style nf soundlnq out the

opinions of maiv?auals of other classes ‘and cccupations :

'basls Df an absclute scale of valués. Tha recognitiun that

2 there were other woxld views, othex fcrms of. spi.ri.tual

life, heyond the attitudes of the’ Educated elite was to bE

developed hest in the writings of George sturt. nsvertheless, %

A th.&nkinq, may-be seqn in séme of -

“the Turdl welters wusing thie gallery of characters" ‘Format.

‘Rev:' Charles'L. M.arson s 'iuage Silhauatte (1514)

s by first. appearances. a typical exaimple of this Sometisios ;

‘wik-kneed genre,. But éloser reading réveals dn unexpected .




 seriousness.. He presents character studies .and little his-: -

tories of working-class peoplé:: a church musician, ‘a-devout

614 labourer; two spins:exs”, a-ne'er-dé-well), an old vioman

theclogist, an; Insh teller of. saints‘ lsgends, anda pub

lanﬂlurd, Marson i.s deest about his uhoaen form: the Sil-

pexhaps Tearer: than’
we, know to ‘the man as'we think hi.ln.‘ It has there=
fote §& 'pleasait or: cvntempn.ble audacity about” it .
according as one locks at it. Finally, it always

‘-has a sense.of fun and.laughter:in it; which is "
““chiefly why some of u§ value a form of art which.
is cheap and quick 'and very limited. (p. vi) .

But althotgh ‘he lacks. the: imaqinatian to-change a conventional.

- £wmat his 1ntention is o show thaé there dsa distim:t and

¥ 'valuable xural woxking class culture.

Max‘son (1858 1914) had ccllaborated with Cecll Sharp .

‘in his qatherinq o£ Folk SQngs Ercm Somersat
“ hcwever, he wished to suggest that ‘those who, had, applauded %

i 110‘;_;

_'hié aiscovery of.a "great ‘gold mine Of beautiifulsong. in '

Sorierset, ! should find the peqp].e themselves, as interesting

as their aangs ot quit zadical ideﬁ. in the context of

conte porary folksong cnllectin




Now the prospector wishes. to proclaim a far. qreater

discovery. . The graceful, manly and fine-wrought

melodies are- not’ separable-agcidentsy, they -belong-

to lives and characters -at least as’ interestmq,
as’full of fine art’ and exquisite- -melodiousness .

)5 “as are’ the songs.we have: discovered and. valued.

e Not“only.is the: expression gréat, but the 1ife vhich

k :Uis’so delicately expressedis worthy-of uur utnost:.

'tention and! admration (pp v-vl.)

M ybe parson woild be satisfied with stubbing, . .
but if one [who] knowed comed along I'd be mdst
“ashamed to.be ‘seen \to it," James explained. .So ..
he told 'the Vicar that it should be "laid; proper‘
or it wou)d be sone thing .and nothing." (p 23)

Thie, sane’ sesitivity gives 's;éuical songs their bite; the .

v;ca: provxding tapi.cal verses for'a vulage _ntei—fainment,

made thymas on himsel£ t6 be'sung hy a 16cal singer, kiow- .

ing- that he and the sxnger “were the cnly meri: in: the' village

'who wauld not take offence at such ham:er. After the per—

furmance the villaqe bcys "pleasantl qathered around and

ahd wé did not meaii foné eith or (pp. 98-99). " nice ;




.ft\ssr§-.

Csaying:

Little JOhn r&mepmbered how his brother, ~whe:
“promised: to Soney, ansvered, “"Boney :be ' Beat
' can't-get ‘us:now."  But-the brisk old Grannie ',
R replied, "Somebody ox ‘nother will be after you..
. .You won't be"left in peace.long, . I.know . ’
she 'could not’ even think of the somebody, am
“the' young, villains; showed- hex that: they “were .no
;longer ruled By: 2). k




folklor ma: erial Marson desctihe

-an 'Sharp frast this. marniﬂ' 0! ‘. dead harse.

’Down to Drchard

'where be £o! .‘Down by the :shore,

.-89) . I’ collecting ¢

ditcl’l' 'Is a fat?' 'Fall of gx‘ease'

:son yas’ aware

these saymgs of theix' ‘Fegional

] and suggests they be collected ‘and. compared, nbserving

mcﬂastly, DIt wou].d be an, absorb ng’ hobby and poss bly mnre '

useful than appeax‘ at first sight” (p 93)

7 111age Silhousttes is itsels the Eruit ofa hobb

the ma

j:rial e presents is based on personal contact and .'




Views about their 'work 'and mves with :epresen\: Eives oY

" in & Somerset village and neighbourhcnd.

mke Thomas 1 '1er, and cthers, B ymcnd suffers from divided:

purposes. although ‘he has' collebted: authentlc materlal and” " i

“u'has. a’sound knowledge. oF th _crafts he’ descmbssp i the #

docal; dialect he feels: obliged to maintain the: light,

is cumpxessed w.lthin ths orthodox COnfi es uf the rural.

life sketch .

ms characters d:.splay an almost nnatural



Trades described with particularly good detail
. A

include hurdle-making, hedging and’ ditching, the whéelwright,

" the shepherd, and the mole-catcher. The cdrter besides !
boasting the merits of his tean, also tells a witch legend

Y witehiis suspected of stoppxng his hmther s horses

. when he fa).ls to offer her a ride == and an, ‘account of .

consultihq a con]uror Sver a wife's illness (PP 120 12!

. Bothare reali stic’ versions Of standa:ﬂ leqend topics but , Ll

f_hey seen unlikely subjects R broached so.readily to'a

gentleman t:sanger cas ally met oh ‘the highway._ A devil

1egend and a story of an éncounter with pnues are. told by

"The Qldest Inhabitant"; again, the texts are convincinq i

but the context seéms fabricated (pp, 214-216): Perhaps o

nore likely is the wheelwright's use of his craft proverbs; -

the straightness and trueness of a well—made ‘wheel, for

>

example, makes it an “apt lesson: - i i

8

I used to say to my bwoy, "Noah, my son, a good
wheel, mind,is a moral. You ccnsidez un an'
larn from un." (p. 69)

And likewise the axle must be. straight:

He must be set in vonderful firm and‘true ox t-.her
wagonswill swerve from right to left.a
s s ' into, everybad s windows all down—screet,

2 saying is. (pp 69-= 7n)

as the
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Demonstrably authentic, because it fits the patterns
of personal reminiscence,'is the miller's story. of how he
ground his first sack of corn, without his-father's per-

mission, thus proving he could do man's ‘ork:

There wyr, my Vather wi' eyes like a c_od—fish\ an .
cheeks so red as, a: turkéy-cock.’, He.gi'ed me '
‘jus!'"one .look. . 'But he wur .tod frightened like -
to. so” much as,catch me a clout. He runned:tc
heé . spout to test 'the flour ‘atween ‘finger -and thumh
- runned .up;: he. runned down, he runned; out to.
.hgtch. ‘T stood ‘there all: to- 'le, whilst he
did Zun to an' vro: - He.wpr'a sba?’g\ heavy man, 'an"
did blowy-an' . panky. like a pair o' 1lows, ' But
he comed back wi'- his face a-beamin like a zun-
. vlower, vull-blowed. ' “Hang. thee,"Miilerhfobp. t;le»i
‘younger; I couldn’‘a-done’ better my c{ Gon Z8L1E "

cried he. 'An' I've.a-bin Miller Tdop ever since.
. " Farewell childhood, that wur. 'For|he put e to
vork the very next:day. (. 222) | -
e T - ’

Pbssibly the story has been tinted a litfle for literary

effect, yet this is exactly the ¥ind of ‘story - of becoming -

. a'man == thatis.told o thes curicus stranfer and yhich is’

i ubu;\utaus in ‘the personal narrative reper*:oires of rural

wnrkers . ’ " i .

‘asa whole, hoysber, despite its re tively, reali_stic

) conversaticns with rural peop;Le the. Gollection sutfers

from a lightness of tone and-a" fundamental cé\:placency

ahout rural livmg and working cundition there is-too.

.much of thac conspiracy b tween aud o(: and reader, ‘that




" That archaic' | c}u(-.a:h" nicely detaches Raymond from his uncouth |

sor to Sturt'
s 7 Co\mtr Conversat:ion 5, by Georqlne -ron.z(, £irst pubs "
“1ished ih a private edition in 1881.2®

_are 'recozded by  "Mis§'G.". in her vi.

Sturt gzéaAed, to be gently amused by his referring to bird-
e s ds "these quaint ingenuities" (p. 201),
or-his déscribxng a man as. "this quaint relic of a bygone
world" ‘(p.  257).

He has, in fact, pushéd this new interest

in fecoiding fural ocoupations 50 fax that it hds become a

AR sriadl a0 aearly love an old boot," q\ioth
snail-me:chant as he” plcked- nut two. dozen. (p. 131)

Subject and we feei he'is still. diming to amuse-the gentle

reddér under the quisé of sertoué enqdiry.

Walter. Raymond wrote a number of other rural life
works, . incliding novels et 'in Somerset, and under the .

‘pseudonym "on’ Cobbléigh; ! dialect Levebabuge 2

B/slight: work which is yetia p

The. conversations |

its améng' farming and

labouring families in’ the Midlands, some of the l:onve:sa—

-tions’

re dated between 1845 and’ 1864. .-A preface by W.e.

1dgéman asgdzes us) that the material is true-- -*.




Whatevar interest ‘these records may have,. arises
from the fact that they are rot the work: of an
inventive genius. ' The writer had a. singularly
accurate memory, a sense of quiet humour, and keen
powers of observation; but of the faciilty which
creates ‘she had no share. _Her. sole Jject was to
* 'preserve the-exact expressions -of thdse whose
histories' of themselves and their affairs she -
had: found so 1nteresting‘ She 'scrupulously
avoided making any additions or changes,.though

she sometimes omitted trifling details,.and
recorded ds -little as pussible of own.share -
in the dialoque. 5 A

. tiofis almost: a11 ‘turn’on mar: eal rela(:tons, the bad ﬁemper

: of husbands especlally, a d rehgwus enthusiasms. the

poorer pgople being rahid chapellers, gantets'," ,o-r-"Prim-.
ities," , Some ‘of the early s'ketchss concern -a, bourgeols.
farm family, and theit arrangement of marriages yith great

<ca].cu1ation as, to “the ultimate good. of the dairy- E

« "Before ‘she: went away, her father said’to her;

i ' Now, 'Mary, you.be sure to do your-duty to' your
‘heese, "and then.you'll, put your. husband in.a
position’that, he cannot ‘deny you anyt! mq in
reason that'll xnake you comfortahle “(p.. 46)

.Miss G but they are selected with a ﬁardonic eye to

thei ir’ unc

isciots’ huiiour. If anythin

Vhey are temimscent




"... .maybe, ladies, you're not appfehensive what a crowbar

is," (p. 88) snd, in the wady some. ccmversations capture a

stultifying world of domestic littleness, of George Eliot's = L

depicnon of the rural bourgeolsie in’ Middlematch. .

The Introduction gives tributes from J.R. owell,

Prcﬁgssor ‘Jowett; and John Addinq(:on Symonds, all professing L ST

fasclnatlon with its qlimpse “of working pea: ant le

* Somparieon with"’s"erious investigation liKe'that cf s'ur: ‘

howevex\:, reveals hess superficial.ity. The' congept  of & ver-

| batin'record OF conversation is there but'it is linked

unfo:tunately to ﬁhe conventmnal farm ‘of a gallery of .semi- _ °

" * humorbus- poztrazts‘ Country 11_fe is Stlll befmg treated as
“intrinsically comic.’ B : : A

Village Notes ana ‘Some bt}xex‘ Pagers (2900, 29 jy -
Panels Tennant (1871-1928),'is-a cnllectum of bnef pieces,

g barely essays, from a-titled lady Of  thé manor ‘recording her

visits to some 6f her, ictyresque old parishioners in

cottage a’nd alnshous What raises it.above ‘the welter of

coum:ry joutnals kept by - sensitive 1ad authaxs of the

period is hér ability'tu transcribe ral speech and her

interest in recarding quite mindane’ narration. with an

s thckiads i surpassed by Sturt; whose Bettesuorth Book

v v was'not to appear until ch,; folloving year.

She shares in"that sudden revalnatian o thie poor, Kl

by the educaced classes that occurred lncreasingly arouh
«




64

o - . s s
the furn of the century and; like Sturt and Stephen Reynolds,

Tennant perceived qualities in "the uneducateéd” that her Wn
class had lost; the landuage of the poor seemed to her
simpler and hence more vigorous, ‘their lives' seemed, more.

"réal. . The poor, she observed, spoke in the lanquage of

sy
Bible and had "kept a true senae nf the weight and valde

of W ds" (P. 93). 4

- evil eye beuefs, a tale of qro\mdless f:lghts. Despita 3

“‘the difference in social class, Te: ( S

_ afterwards Viscountess .Grey of Pallodonl seems to have
erqoyed good rappon: with’ her. 1n£ormants, Her own mterest
in spir!.tuansn may have- inspi:ed the ::onfidem:e of those
who ‘told'her. of " supematural experidiices;

= One lemorate, anong sgyezal. worth quotmq, may serve - *
to Illustrate the authenticity of her zendering of speech-

"1t concerns’ the hearing of apparently supernatuzal voices

singing. and is 1ntsrest1nq further as an instance of how the

- dominant local beli _' ystem, rion Wi,
the 1nterprehatium elseyhere. these' miqht ‘have heen 1}2.,»;1:193
1

as fal:y voices'




“and ugain, her choice in £he 1atter dream between o, road

vagainst 1t hy "not.’ a very pleasant—lookmq person,“ has

‘65

"0! that weren't no’dream, not.that one. Why I
was -awake and aout walking along.the road, with
that one! That weren!t no dream. ‘I Was’ 'wake
same as we are now, and I.never heerd singing
like it! It weren't likeanything I've éver heerd -
; before. It simn'd to be three or -four voices, and
e couldn‘t see a’ soul! ' It come from over. ' I Yeerd
‘it 'come ‘from over, and as I went-along it went too,
.-"and when.I stayed to listen, it didn't:go hefore
“And "I -locked ' o] right and ;Left couldn't see’
soul 3 £ ¢ 5

It'ds quite a differant face .to the: one tha
' of "the ‘knuckles.drawed. insidé:and the terr'ble

stiffress."  Her, cheeks flush' and -the eyes ‘look.
out’ brightly as. she ‘sa
"eonldntt see.a soul '

as it summer or. winter?“ :

I were

: voy it were simmei; - And the sun’a ‘shin:
-going- to Motcombe® to work, .'twere’when I'went:
; -glovin', and T heerd un as I went. the -road, did *
p seem to. goo so mice.. But I .never-heerd singing Tike .

And I told Jim Barbage's wife.. They was both:on 'em

‘terriple deep Chapel women, and. they said as 't were '

angels that. I"had heerd. -Spirits; you know. . Spirits
- in the air, singing. .(Village Notes, pp: 60-61):

The ‘sarie yioman also t0ld of dredhs in which her-dead ‘son tried

to:¢all her a\éay,' of in which'she" séemed to be in heas}en,

one of tham briqht and qreen which “she" tbck ﬂespxte warmngs

resonances wlth fairytr@ditwn, as’in the ballad of Thomas .. -

Rylner (Village uotes, PP 62~

told: . !

S, qmte trlumphantly, g, T,

it.: ‘I told Harriet Marchant of it when I come home.




of the social courtesies of.the visit before enquiring after ¢

the dreams which were her x'eal interest: " first MThere was.

much 9 be- ‘told about. zhe\matics and the gradual disable-
ment’ ahd stiffness of gne hand!; and, ‘to fennant's credit, ..

she. fets the reader. share in this prosaic stuff as well as

-=1n the story ‘of ‘the’ dres m

: "No, I can’t dc me sewing, W,

;% can't put he "o ‘pointing ‘to the kettle. 'No,

: This un has to.do all the.work now; " showing her
“other - hand. " "I \should get: ‘starved if it weren't
for ‘this"tun. - He has:a I} the work 'mow." " (p. 59)."

Nor yet I :

“The accuracy af her transc::zption is vonched for by ‘the

2 petitians, it has not been tidied up'to suit the pace of
a hur ving reader. Tennant, nke -sturt, - takes the chance -
" of hori.nq us w.H:h reality. '

In additio‘n to. verha!. accuracy she is also sensitive .

« to. her. narratots manne:isms, notinq them like staqe directions,

and their, whole de.meannur while’ speaking. o R

A piece uf news, even though n refer to cheix wn_
: trials,’ ratains its charm.

¥I'Ve ‘beeh a widow now this long. while
apron with”thoughtful shake of head) .
‘is heavy upon His servants, and’it's now seven-year
=="Oh! you didn't! know, m'm2", ‘(entire'change of
voice) . ' fOh! yes: : Found .in a hedge." (Briskly),
’ ~'"Dead. in a hedge wi'*a hook-in‘ihis hand.’'Left For:
e .work- in' the, mornihg same-'as usual an' .all, and ﬂead .
+ 7707 in the”afternoon.! . Even a grief can in:time become
njoyable; (PP. 40-41)




.memorate, Tennant also qives some details, Erom, her own

| collecting and | memory,

3 from some ol

| quotés an unicommon verse from her childhood memozy:

“She "apologises’

“he actorh wear ‘@oloured’ ribbons on high pAper.

#

Alfred Williams gives a similar story of a sudden death,

also told by -a wife about her husband, in Villages'of the, .. . {0

Hhite Horse (Lnndon‘ Duckworth, 1913); p.- 53. Lt

Though her méin Lnterest was in the. supeznaturalv

ofa. Mltshire ummers play.

Younger men, she says,

d. “'G:anf‘er" famed: in more vxllages than hi

o for Kriowing "Saint: Jux‘ge," hy heart i 193) She

mentions the contlnugnq substitutuon Of - modern figu:es

national herues, or’: villains (Napolecn ‘is; easing to be a

historical figu:e to ‘the children watchinq (-.he play) » and

X - Then pity the' fate of the Poor, Pringe’ Impenal
., ‘. Who fell by the hand’ of. the ‘cruel’ Zew-1
[mVervenmg lines are forgatten] T,
The feélings of his mother I'm sure you will pity‘
For he was a-soldier -=:dnd a t'rew scn\cf France
3 g 97)

or not getting a Eul»l’_ text: T

R hats, ‘and 'théir '‘coats are’bunched with rosettées
s .and tied about with: sashes of ‘coloured calico
They ‘stamp: round. in . a circle whenever  the :

repeated duels permit;: and unfortunately betwee.n
“‘the sound’ of. heavy. feet .and tge. clash of wooden 5
suords the worﬂs are difficult ‘to “catch. (p. 19&) s




ey i,

She says nothing of where she encountered the play, but
_almost certainly it was brought to the "big house® for =

. the squire's amusenent and the players' profit. Tennant s L

ability to'present realistic passages of spégch shoul.d be

appaxent; ye«: dt. wulq be vronq to pxesent her as ‘an-equal

of Stu:t‘ in satting about a consideted objecdve desctiption

while thexe is reapect and afiection in hez

. of _"xu‘za:. e

port\x its. the:a are, ulm 1apses 'ntn sentimentality ané the i

mere retailing of "so many pxice!.ess Bayi'ngs" £ot out. o'y H

superlor qmuaemenh 'rennanr. seems to havs §tumb1

the bauc form>tiat- Sturt would ise, the verbatis ttanscr].pt :

of a* convaxsaqj.on,,vthhout his seriousness of purpose, and
without realising its full potentialities: Thus her book

""As transitional, part still nature sketches and pleasant

- verses,part reaching towards a geniine interest, in the

¥ ethnoq!'aphy ‘of 5peaking. Al

By 1921, m John Dzi.nkvate: s Cotmld Charactets,n.'

a neu attitude toward: t_he countryman seema to have hecuue

e tablished. . He s now almbst vmuated as the_ possesso.r

‘ of spegial knowledge ‘and ™ nquestioninq “and perfest ma:tery'

of traditiunal akills. There, is‘a tone b; ur:lsf.ic envy

“in Drlnkwater ‘of fhe. rntal craftsman'a partlcipati'n in

"'t_he real. nfs ‘which’ consists of a; peraonal contributlon

o al tra'dltinn that' has never died out” :lp. ! a). The new - -

o:thodoxy of t.hls opinlon must. owe much en Stuxt. The .




and .‘pe_ly cnlled 5o lp. 29). Clay had. set up as afobhlez
but ‘? :

“in the nind 3

sense that the poor, or country people, led q.ive's Jthat were
more "real” ‘than those led by writers, artists, or academics,
"48 one still current; it is-noted above in Tennant's work

and 15 apparent too Ln Sturt's admiration for Bettes\mrth

5 who, m contrast to. hxs own. rh shy,

as an oak. tree or a :tarry niqht"

dul:tj.on of luch natural metaphers squuts that this revise«i ~
ar.tltude is only ‘a revamping 0f the Romantic Vvision nf tbe
countryman as vdwelung.clcsez tn chs divine t_ruths revealed-
T faark ) 7 Fa, & o it

e The five sketches are brief, euh seven €o’ eight

pages of laxqa type, and are honed down as elegam: prose -

" +to match the wood-engtavmgs with wmch “they are decon,tsd

Neverthe 8 thouqh based only on casual conversatiens

‘with locﬂ. nen, outlines oi traditiunal atcitudAs ellerqe.

"Rnfns Clly, The Poreiqner," exempl!.ﬂ.et “the convention

that: "Settlers, if only from the ‘next parish, - are foreig‘ners,

P. Jﬂ‘. "Joe Pancifar and Snn concetns zln ‘old thatcher




T and 'natuu

axggus: at.his son's poor worknanship; when he points out °
fault the' entaqed son béats the old man. -In his vill

tbe ﬂlatchet leaves to his sen "the stick with which he™n
“beat. his fathex" (g 49). -~ ‘Cotswold cnaxacmn is enI-y of
sliqht folkloriutic vnlue- its main 1nterest 1! to shnH

the :e-evalnation of, :uza rafts that was occuzr ng in: .. Lo,

1930's and l.94o's. Tfus qroup of

Blunden 's annotated biblxoqraphy Réturn +6 Husbandry,

- .and’ w111 nut be’ conslde!ed here. !'halr unlfylng bel:.ef in y -

techniques often produl:es nna desctiptiqn of ey
earliar £olk methods; Thomas Hennell's Change in the Famm.
(1936) and 7 The Countryman at Work (1947) are aamples.

B3 Hassinqham, the lgadinq u-nuence in this g oup, made

pours. throuqh the Bnqush zeqions, delcxibxng crafts and

qivinq scraps of his\ v .\ ons vlth 4 R & A




: their cummon Weaknesskﬂ.:!. Keith q:l‘ves a sympatheti.c
discussion of" Massj.ngham L The RuEbT Tradition, pp.233- zsz.'

Bxamples of the gallery of:; characters format continue 4

to .appear 1n te 'y rural 113 i f - ELWL Harcin'

The Countrman 's Chag-Baok (1949)35 ds'an anthology: of such

X uccurred be tweer € ce)
charactex wrs.ters that ‘their subjeccs did not speak and the <

twentieth—century preoccupaticn irith; the original vmrda of







William Cobbétt's Rural Rides (1830);°7
Bural. Rides L

thirough different parts of the country he'investigated

'mprovements in aqr;culture, advocated h!.s awn schemes,

*labasted a legion of pclitical enemies. a also sympa-

thised wit the, conditicn of the labourexs.

Yet though

. expected then tofhave anything vorthvhile heafing: indeed,

is, vigorous propoundinq of" ms own views on everything
leaves\*little Zooin for Sthas upinluns.
“Cobbett was a pracl:ica]. man with no tomanti.c nctio

about peasant life. He casts an appraisj.ng, farmer's eye,

over a grotp of tuzni’p—hoers-

It is curious enough, But. T haves always obsezved
that the. women along: this part of the ‘country
aré usually tall.. “These girls were all tall
straight, fajr, round-faced, excelleht complexmn,
.and uncommonly “gay. (Rural Rldes, B "140)

- 73

. on his excursions

ns




| except ealth between members of the labou

¢ Work An the same way as Gaox‘ge Sturt's "Betteswo:th"

PO J. Keith has cited Stuzt

these. There were some.very pretty girls,: but-
ragged ds.colts and as'pale as ashes. .The day
was.cold too,” and frost hardly off the .ground;.
and their blue arms and-1ips Would have made any )
- - heart-ache butf that of a seatsellez or a loan- % N
3obber.

ny :cther. His values were theirs. he talks of "usef

the stockbrukers vi]_las spread over: the Surrey heaths they

“beggared" agricultural hamlets "And all the useful pecple :

‘became less umerous"

\(Riral Rides, p: 67)

BY poincidence Cobbett's birthplace was. the Bourne

on’ de- p_e and where "

3 rom 'hlch‘ Geo:qe Sturt took h;s

gt;esv}orch;'f 1ived.

red GrDver, t:he labourer he called k

obs ervatLo

that Cobbett's " [,

ideas were ‘Sti11 vin, the pe\dsant wozll . the folk vfozm, “of

 stupt felt hiimself divorsed from: this .




I will allpw nothing .to be good, with regard

to the labouring classes, unless it make an
. . . “.addition to their victuals, drink or. clcthing.
o . " .. As’to their minds, that is fuch.too ‘sublime. ’'d -
4 ok . matter for me to tﬁink about.:(Rural Rides, e fan

j porary attempt by rell gious zealots tc make

he labou:ers

utiful" through sermon -and. tracts rathsr than by

meruvj‘ng their livi ng. tanaaxds.

Cobbettv may have been»toc- "clcse"‘ to labourxng life

to h’ave_ ‘had'a ‘sense Qf»its_ raaitionanty X his 'Cottage

ing mprovements'on cid éec'h—

Eoriony (1522)"4°‘he‘ was of £

: niques and, m some cases,

re ntroaucing to Enqland older

i leas that ‘he had seen work well in Amerlr:a, but he was in

. +00 sense an antiquarian seakmq cuc clistons or beliefs to

descnbe to & curlnus aud1ence. <His. éscnpbxon in, Rul‘al

Rides Gt Sunday evening courtmq seems to ‘appeéat only as a,

) 'so0 that ‘h ha togo sluwly hy the': ‘cou 1e;

sunaay evening is the “tine iur\conxting in,."
the countr t.'is :no# convenient to carry : :
this on before fac s, and, at farm-houses s
--and cottages;, there are.na’-spare apartments;.-
:,,50 that'the pairs turn-out, and pitch.up,
‘I: ‘carry, on’their, nsgociacions, by the’ side
“U'of .stile or d gate.'., The evening was au:
-‘picious; it was. pretty dark, the weather mild, 1d; i
-and: 01d Michaelmas lwhen yearly. services end) . © '
was fast approacﬁinq, and, acco:dingly, Ido
ot recnllect ever having before seen 'so'. many :

Cobbett s heing Lrunic here for’ his carget s th’é conteui- :

:ather amubing accxdent that occur;ed t‘ him when hig horse




" ES &
negociacions going on, . within 80"short &
~ distance. - (Rural maes, 417)
§ O E e

owever ca.n be apprec1ated bet\:er ‘it

;Cobbe’tt'a' réalism,:

“we considex: what” he has av,iﬂed the urban smu‘klnq humou:

Eeceato over.the. sup‘oseq.clums;ness

’of sa; 'onstan or the




praccicen, aimolt’ anticipating the regional ethnulagim:'s
mappmq of -culture ttaits, in hiu remarks on spade types,
for- exampl= (x, 127-123), or Haggnns, arays, ami sledges
'(I 119- 121) - Ile dreu careinl.ly on ox'ul trﬂdition in. his

mveutiqation of ] past ptactices, and not:s

'rRADI'IImI { ‘when'it teaches not farther than a,
few generations, " is entitled to every respect,
and. is frequent],y good: authord.ty erilous’’ .
: evum:n, as of.war or peatilence, At is able. to
. qo much arther hack, than, it -is respecting
aryrand quie

_-ciausms 'l"he ellphasis ln such votks ts, of ccurse, on’
% the material tnther than thé spint\ml culture ot the famlnq

* The’ LABORERS ‘of the D.lst:rlcr. [Npl Dev

below par: .many ‘of them ‘drunken, idle: fellws,
‘and not a tew of them may be said to be honestly.
dishonest; ' declaring;
an cannot bring up a fam,ily




The. agricultural hlstoriﬂn G.E. Fussell has prpvided useful

. bibliographies of these, and: earner, surveys and manuals

o of hushandry and they would repay the attention of students .

of folklife. . g, s

social forces and eccnumic ci

vlitexary skilli. Jefferies iada aifficait writer ‘to7 "place™ iE

abon rex, -~ which vary:

in tsms of his attitudes tnward the

attractivs supercil cusness and a guarded

* ‘between an '

h adjectives as "ob]ectlve" and £

ympathy =~ and" st

wmch 3 hav generally appl‘ed as texms o




‘and culture of the peasantry; he assunés that.they are like

mmseif But with cruder Ways of thinknig due o theix lack

ﬂham upbringings, physical abaser ntue and Gosrse foorz,

ahd exposure o wimi and weather. Jefferies was a. famu s

: 1n det‘ence of the inte:ests o£ thé small f.qrmer. In dontrast

with Gearge Sturt: Hhoois consiatently exploring the other-'

ness" ar wox:king men's lives

class experience nd’ assmptmns,-.7effenes is confidently

jSimning:up; af Tre says ‘at’ the cnnclusion of his’ sketch of a

labourer 5. downf

7of ths Field (1892‘.

ising pictuze of thinigs ‘ds they A:a." 5 There -

gﬂudginghess, 111 Jefferiés view of thy ].gbou:ex“s life

wbich may teflect the srnan famer s attitude, or. the need
SRR

ake an authoritatlve stand as a- reporter

£olk cultux:e, " Jéfferdes' cumplail"lts of ;he ack-

s samechmg alien to’] xs middle

0 : it Like Cobbett, Jefferies makes no-mystery of the ideas




‘and “colour" in-the uves of the labourers need +to be set

agaxnst tha rich, supple, variety of:life discovered by :

——,mgahing duim, “Sullen, :churlis)

to the dlfference betheen a polemical essay on. rural economics

and a’portrayal of aculture throuqh /its sonqs‘ anecdotes a.nd

“talk, but it seens that Jefferies did rot visit, in the Labour

er's homes as’ wuliams did. “His contacza re often at one

stage of ramove, Ris natés on_cures and hex:bal 1ore in. Round”

thmlgh he’ h
dn his midd



" in the millstonés; Jefferles is.impressed with ’his ekill

» and knowledge ‘and smnmarises the topics of th miller s-

cqnveifatxon. which turn out to be the traditinnal ones of! !

teats of strenqth ‘of‘men’in the past: and the lack of end\lrance

. With his own hands he would ‘carry’Gut a quart of .

beans. to his'pigs 4= just & guait at a time'and
-no‘more, that they might °3§/:a ery ; one andthat. ™
none might .be wasted, . i/ /He saved every bit -of

crooked wood that ‘vas found about - l:hé place;. for .V
at that-date iron was expensive and-'wood, that_had. -
- grown crooked-and was'. therefore strong as’ well as
7 . i curved was ;useful for a hundred purpoaes o

Every groat. thus saved was as. a naildriven' J.m:o

‘an oak;" fixed and stable;- ‘becoming'£irmer as time
,went”on. ... . Each one-of Jonathan"s beans in’ his :
“quart’ mug;’ each. one of, theé.acorns :in:his pocket
hecame a, guinea. (Estate; PP. 115—116) 2 N

“Homestead" {(Toilers; pp-




" There.is liftle of this affectionate;

in his: accounts of lakouring-1ife, however. ~Jefferies uses

Cel i stwo styles of. descriptioﬂ 'tﬁe‘eséaﬁr; in whieh he takes ip’ .

style o the: earlier essay (TOilErS, PP 259~ ss) S Ancm.er'

allowam:es cf ‘beer oz e

ra oney £ar haxvest wox:k and ahput

“the' piblic house,as a temptation to misspend seoney ¥et aiso. i

A ,1ahourer. Jefferi.es 1! c mpqssionate here, laying Ollt the

perhaps:
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The £ire falls straight f:;um ‘the’ tky on the hiads:
of the harvesters —- men, women;, and. children --
‘and the white=hot’ light beats up.again. from-the’

dry strayiandthe: hard qro\md. (Open_Adr, p. 100)

of the workhouse. This'l.s .one Df the most radical cf

k)i.s Richax‘d Jeffaties ~A Critical Studz. 49 It demonstrates
"an tly fon -£rom’the. 1abon s

" cold ‘and wat work, :ecuxn to a m;sexable home 1tH 11tt.].e

food or‘heat ‘and a wife driven to nagging despatr, ms

striking his wife i

fxustra on after a nlqht Of drinking,
to his imprxacnment and the" workhouse foz’ ‘the famil 5

Jeffeties Bsctibes all this Hith telentl detach.menc and







1n terms of woods’ Smith'ieﬁreséhts'"étrength without

beauty,“ "the natural oil’ of the skin- .+ . was gcne 1ike He

e gun anisyers" ke 7a b

'_ i qm\tzast o these smwarts, L Poacher by oby

poachex as a ' ohemiqn, " an attful :ogue who gl_x'.\es— in

i




‘as a gane ef \dtu, the disthctiMl bem n

I you' have the name qf‘a'-poacﬁ'ez, ehen'poaci:; ybuwill e .
i w111 Have ‘the’ pleasure of the poay.h-

p. 41 The enjaymnnt, of poacmnq
ppzy:!unq md %953 3

bbdy of Lnf.l‘i-

no._worse off;: and'yo_'

a craft with-d

realistiq L!\ ldidll and attituﬂe. his aﬂ.llitatlcn fox' the

—bo].dnes: o! navviu stnkes the xiqht note::

*.:.07.7 'There ,atn't no such chaps for M.ng 3s they . ‘- . B
navigators in all England. . .... They used “to. spread. -
out. lxke, and sweep the fields as claan a: (:be o » R

c; & of your hat Keepeu nren’t jood

wall, . .(p» 258) . . '

. x,m; tin the' chamman satd 51, S0 you b, here
“agdin, Oby; we hear a_good deal about you.
ays; ‘es, my-lard, 1 be hexe agen, but p ple




1s typlcal of the kind of wit enjoyed by Bebteswottfl who

tells “similar. stories of "fitting" pmnpomal antagnnists wu—.h

smax:t rejoinders®(Be esvorth Book, pp. 273 278

’Jeffenes‘ pxecis

by poachers has been’ xevaa].ed.







“could tell me's story-if i, LiKed" P, 96) . St. Thomas pay
begging and Christmas Jj\umminq are also:fuentioned, though - - )

vsion <~ he: feels"-that. ‘the mummexs'

ownexs ‘mames dées mot

s. painted.out. :
hat, step is;not: taken for, .years: . there 'seems; -
o.beva; superstitﬁ,gus disTike to. obliterating:

s the ‘dead would resent it,:and"

Someti.mes ‘the 'second owtier, too, .goes;. and-the
name fresh painted is that of ‘the third. (}111:1 Tife
28) ; ;




(1350)15;3 .b t with dehbefar_e ob]ectivlt h fop

also insed life h:.sto:ies in his Peasant Tife in ‘thg. West of




‘5. realize’ this pover(:y and the wretchadness:

of their homes ore xl\ust live amongst. them, not-

" as, @ mere bird of passage, ‘Or.’'a SUMmEr. visitc:,‘
or, a gentleman resident, but-as one nf thanselveSA

, and ‘in rainy weather,rnote how. they: have neither
3 ’cisterns ‘nor: ﬁralnaqe, how" ‘therefc
ays when
“are-dry, and have flobrs' swamped wier: £ rainy,
‘sedson :sets’ in, while the house-filth oozes out
m;a slit in the wall to trickle:into: the garﬂen
or wayside gutter. One must: go-into the.cots-
themselves, blackened’ wit}y ages. of ‘wood ‘fires, gee

& e «
bread.‘and b\xctex‘ for dinner, and drinking. the hot
they 'call’ tea; one ius e the bleared -y
h:e:ated ‘legs’, the A

e_t tj.me, in\ add




RAg -

. igﬁorahce, "imaxauty, and poverty as 'vus_ to be. eradicated =

“In condemninq traditional educamn he nevertheless &

¥ qives &l good descrxptlon of .4

mcmg the' life history of

S .. . aKentish waggoner He' shows how ms ‘sorn’ learns . the vir,§1

dtmosphere ‘of his home is‘redolent’ of. the’'stabl

" The horses are the one ‘objéct :of ‘thought, ‘of
alk, and.of interest ‘to father, mother, and

shildren., Speak to a waggoner. about-his’ te:

and you have won' his'heart; ask.the- poor

it mothér about her.hushand's horses,’and hers -

face ~wil hri h€en up, ~and ‘in ‘the midst of her:: ' .

.cdres an work, she will find:time to-dilate; 8

.+ on the' merits of. Captain, or. Violet, or‘Jeriy. - " .
- Visit- them when the day's work ‘is owver, and.the - 5

‘‘wholé' family are-gathered round the. héarth, and

the never—faiung topic of conversation will be

' the h

s ‘a’ babe, Hé f_list‘ words he«nsps aré the riame s
.ofthe horses.- Does he cry-=-'he is-taken to'see . ‘i7"
"prince," or lifted up to pat "Diamond:", He no 4
.sooner learns to walk than-he finds: his way to.

the stable, toddling with the rest OF the falnily
rafter -"dadda;" as ‘he’spends hour.after hour
cleaning and baiting his: charge. Thus . from’ earliest
fancy, he :is receivin a'technical-education;  he’
‘hearsof nothing; thinks of nothing .’ talks of.
nothing but of-that gne business by which-he is to
live. .. .and when ir’ due course he .becomes a mate,
he-displays .at-once an inborn and inhred faculty
for managing horses. (pp. 155~1561 F 5







e a one-pun' note fur our week S Wprk
ey werd 'to. ‘pay ‘e .a o ote np
i 2.




was: Just a ‘touth of the pat\ronizinq

n If .there was my. 'pr ggishness was
ebuked/: Oh, "I ain'

aidf the. oLa man,

i They-have Lo very. caxefu
,m’u ) hder Erom: the pathy:

I Pl mbe’
conntxy ardund may’ hear How that
one- native of. the place sat on the bram:h ofa
4 g how that “another

nose—bag.




tﬁey wer laid off ¢

_fathers had always oti the wor £or.em;
they:didn!" know-where 'togo more

cdickoo! reckon £h 1

, 1)




" uncénon in Anglican mifilstefs; with his mid-Norfolk parish-

o ioners{”: Jessopp's originality, and the, several Gay's ih, which -

.he prengures Georqe stnrt - plr:mcipally through his inter-
i

vieys yuh individual m;ou:ezg -~ 'have been, well described b Bl 1 i

by John !‘raser,‘ my, “own comnents will focus: on his interests

in £olk helief and populax’ xeliginn and, especially, in

tecoxdin life. hlstories“ of course as. an essayﬂst. writifie

4 ox\ &’ jour 1 Jessopp eould develop h.i.s ideas and- ’cnn:.ques

vak more

ength and with qreat(:er sibtlety fhin. coind newspaper !

ccrrespondents sych as MiTin

: ‘hﬂm clerqymen en nbstinately refus ng Laton anything

abcut the innéx" 115e and religious practices of the sectams

and. at camp-mee ngs. ‘In “Axcady in so-u Phases of Her




] ,Since .the "snghcest yords and, agte of the great ¢ .

\' s S leadets in ar€,’ polities, or 1i)terature, are gxeedily

: sought for and’ jealously preserved, J’essOPP Obssrves, drons R

icallyf "thé personal :eminiscences o ]

s '.surely ought £ haye

(. ;2).- )le_ gives\a'n

sugqest

écme:hing
ut: ine Df hi ir

erviewitiy” teohnique,

gossip with our eldera, picking» up the; fr
.+ that still femain Of ‘the- 1ang\iage ‘and - the
traditions thag-are fading. . They . are;,
however; .a wary.and reticent race, and. !hy of .
. Tetting out too much at-a time....... Round and
-‘round- and round we beat: . Hore:'often “than hot 3
rit!s a. blank” day. - But then again; awoke by

chance word; -up thexe rises from.thé" dark Store~




'vivid):yvof being wflogged by a fatmer and a' woman makes i«:

[Jessopp.}/}pw aid you get your ‘clothes if you
got no wages?" "I didn't get no.clothes. I was ' .
‘always. a little 'qn, -yet I grew, and when my first
year ¢came to an end I.s to my master,. 'Look
.7 'here!' and I 'showed him'how I had nothing between
& ' my breeches and.my jacket. -We used to fasten up.
our breeches with a strap or a cord. ‘I couldn't
buy a:strap, so. I had to truss up with string, and
the.breechés were good, Breeches, but they were too
heavy for the, jachet, “and they'd tore the bottom
part off. So-I:'says to master, 'Look here!' says
I, 'Ican't go onfso.' :And he was put.cut about
something, and he[took me up short, and -says. he;
'Then you may' go off so!'. And I did go off,. and
I ‘went and hired myself-with Farmer Olde == up- -
¢ that wvay -- and there I was to get a.pound a year,
. for he knew I-was handy. (p. 39) ¥

.The workin'g' career and'bhe relations he(:ween master and man

are the focus of tnese remmiscences. anot:her man tells

'never had a mistress as . ever give me a "
c (pp. 40 ~42) .- ‘Tessopp a\{so noted a

" The ula people never have anyc{y{ng to say about
their fathers. ' Whatever memosles they have of +'.

2 ‘to do with their.msthe®s. . The fathers seem to
.t % .- have been.a terror to the rising generation and ,
“. # ““only'that. 'Father used to hide me with -a strap,’
. * saysone. - 'My :father didn't.hold wi’ beating you
Wit a st:l.qk -- he used to flog us,' whatéver that
may mean,: says theé oct:
stell the same tale. (p. ,48 : >

w . ' tenderness, pity, or sgpathy, these all have .. ¢




SolTection,” onily one’ essay




that the ¢lergy ‘and their 'famnes are much to blime for
the qmsral ﬂeluge of sm\rg an d paralyzing respectabil:.ty .
e wiuch has overrun: our country v111ages ( 231} This s — «‘

c'nange G the :

thertone g disgust in; which Sturt ould it

and “the ddsline b g tuzesque'ess" in rural life, was .

nade by ‘Thomas Hardy''in "The lfuis'e’tshiie Labourer," pub-,

lished in Lonman s Magazine, dhly 1863. Of couzsé, as -

is well Knour, Hardy's novels are full oi fme folklife

detail ‘but they 66 besond: Lhe’ dconeio this study, Hardy's

essay takes a middle “position etwéen the bleakness of '

Richard Jefferies Viaw Shanty" and the

3 mindlass rostalgia for an Lmaginad Arcadia displayed by

sume other, wncers. ‘Hardy, regrets that the labourers' . Dol v
adoption o£ diErént fashions in dress, frequent moves:
"between farns,. and contact wn:h urban meas, has ca»sed them

6 lose the),r "individuality," but accepts that the shoul‘

not be held back fmm x?dependem:e "fcr the plensuze of




* the modern farm worker's. exchange of "a mangy ‘old cloth coat™

for "the genuine white smock-£rock. of Rissia duck and the

whity-browh one vt drabbet" Ap. 176) v however curicusly

complaint that

‘echoes Johni: Auhxey

2 wLe]
sses, of ‘late ‘yeares (168 begin:
‘to’worke péint,. whereas.be they dul onl. knit
coarse stockings. s 5

We are’ daa].ing tave w:.th an, Bspect of that recedinq vision

of the "traditional”. age whn:h, s Raylwond WiIlians B inted




cléthes hub'x’a%d‘y"s discussion of the question of cleanlis

ness anticipates sty ‘t‘s reccgnition that this' wds a partic~

larly "touchy" subject' fos middle—class critics or bene-

factors nf the poorrsz.dark c lour's. in a: cottag » Hardy” |

fO\lndy might ng it an undeserved teputation for squalnr,

vs Kip 2 4 to!
slip.on -when ‘the gentlefolk knock, for .if they
see a-white apmn \:hey think ye be: clane,"

“could have been scraped with as much alivan
Jas.a plqeon—loft. (p. 172) s

is no more!” 'us' 174) !-‘astidiousness St




'weie. engaged; in their hurry o pro’vm'e Zeprésentative surveys

X L . of large :agions they: ‘could not. hope to deve).vp much rapport




IV. ' Antiguarian Memoirs and Studies .- e R =
Forty Years in a Moorland Parish: -‘Reminiscences and’ .
5

teénthcentury

siogy; history, linguistics, and’ fol)

and . £rom’ two éppfec;atiq

nferences drawn. from

a1 versions, of

/. witch,, and death beliefs




merely Atkin

what to. luok fur‘




' Greatur as yon never tholed’ beinq ko
“And did’they spy:upgn him2" I .
Ay, marry,’that: did they. - Yah- moon-" el ¥ ;
:leeght neeght,: when'they heared Jhis swl.pple “(the. R :
striking ‘part of the:flail). ‘gannan' wiv a 'strange - ' Lok s t g
quick bat::(stroke) o' t' lathe fleedr;" (nn the’barn ' 42 '

' leeak'd an thruff. a- lahtle
he useen a’ lahtle brown Tan;.

s o' shaffsi(a
holé fleear, and ny
'wofd' omn\ost afore ye cou'd tell hé! had
(turned) GOt 't' ‘sgrae,. an' ‘sided’ away . s coom,
¥ and was xife forfnother dsss. He ‘had nae claes y
X "he




o souiindcative 18 lady told ForthoRer Laie

. in the'dusk. of:the evening, wushed hastily indoors,

.-t cognisance herself 'by -coming-a: litﬂ.e
‘the scene. ., (p+ 68) B

i _the case of &' farm-lass: ih*Farndald; who, hearing

‘over her head B

as  Of things'that had happened: under: everybody s
cognisance,. and’ag: it might: be. y. the-pther: da;
and of which'she had only’ jus issed sorial” .
" late on

of precauticn that I have ‘ever met ithwesiin.

abble-ratchet™ [[{.e..the wild hunt]:overhead;
~Yard. to the house

as *she was .coming-in" from' the £ol

slammed’ the :dodr to, bolted it ‘and’flung her .apro
on being, asked "what 'was.-the matt




“The man tuk
girk. turned ;\i proh; after which they e
‘ £eeded plac: Lth :hek ace patien, troubling

the'n:lselves'n, . (2., 71)







spesch and ‘lace. naes: mie local, term "averil bread,*

for special biscuits. se:ved at funetals, .15 traced to_ Scan=..

-8t dy uf fajor. faikloric importance' rclk-z.ore, Old

have heir confidence; which they will' flatly.’

deny to'.dny one.who. seems. to them to. bé lnquisitive,
or £0°bé a-Superior person: txyinq t6' get omethin
from (:hem ix) ot




A

S0y while: Moss 5 works are quarely ih the qenre of ‘the.

the. noxe. idiosyn‘ ati, sélectlons usual in these mscellanies.

My fk‘iend t}ie ‘local wi man- tells'me th;t
!o}en “my gzanafeyche: wur alad th! King an!
L




and th harvest supper s remsmbered as i was held at

his uncle s’ fan Hossjglves -stanzas of

“and modern’scnqs: ohe seelns to have

g harvesters .

; “"Boney.'s’ cbmlm!:
e Slashe:. (p:68)

sevem traditionab

learned fmm I:is 5

e

e g

"oy




Hoss is at his best in the passages. he quotes .

dlrectly rl dialects the poachmg stories in the chapter

_. on the: lawless "'Gatley Fc].k," for example; of, the shuemaker s

version: “of tha local oral hista;—y of.’ atex‘lo 2

. anothér as th'-'aw,
“theix ‘bobts stuck &

Gharacteristic clinching détail of, the truth of a legend, - - -

S in the teller's cpiniom, which 'Moss'p':eserves at the. end

“of @ lohq rende:nng of ape man s telling of the laying of -

: ; i . 3 3

U .-Bn! ‘e prayed at 'il i'' Latin too,. mind yo',.
‘as weel as English, an' th' poor ghoast-moans - -
an* chunners an’ gets littler.an' littler till ..
e fair’ sweals away like-a -sneel ‘that's sawted.

‘An'cat: last’ th' devil wur-druv out o' 'im,

1 e: 1et§ !im abide ‘as:quiet<as d mouse.. . E's now\.

“under’ yor big 'ston near by, th' passon's g:

Yo may see it £o theer now (p. 135)




T :
The quantify and variety of the folklore material

in this book is, of couzse, exceptional for a village memoir.

In addition to his emphasis on belief and custom, Moss thinks

it natural that.material culture should be discussed too,

hence the g 0d. chapter, Cheshixe Cheese, " with the local

: pruvarbs referrinq to' good dqiry ‘practice. There are.also

rhylnes cures, and anecdor_e S/ most 1 snm - way. pezscmbly

'encountered in fieldwerk or family t

It 15 really 4"

'county folklore survey, albeic by an individual “and.

focused Ainone ‘area;’ which maincains Jthe perso al, engag:.ngly

' aiscursi; e, manner Moss had developed in his earlier local _°

history sketches. s T

In Cecil.Torr's (1957 1928) trilugy Suall Talk at
Wrexland (1918, ‘To21, 1923), € ‘people from a Devonshire

“Heilet are presented through shippets of their’talk, much

. ‘of it selected £en its um:onscmus humour yet Torr's 1n3:e11—
s igenca and’ wit prevent’ 1c from heimg the' Kind of condescend~
ing chat'about the rustics that Sturt detested The title
itselE, :Ls more of & self-deprecating reference to'his own 2

op)nions e}cpressed w:.thin than a judgement on what local

h people tell m. 'x‘he bcok is almost 1mposslhle to categcr-

ise, it is illage history, but from a nondpa:ochml

; perspectwe since

rr travelled m Eurcpe each year, was

e c vssical scholar and ‘archaec; oglst, and hig’travels.and




% cnuntry hook g

116

reflecyfons on histéry,‘ pblitics, art and literature are a
large part. of the whole. His original intention, However,
was to confine himself to "local matters” and to preserve

what he-could of the 6ral.history of the manor of Wreyland,

to which ‘he succeeded as squiré, using as regources his

s"ful'l and informal ‘letters.about local eveéhts' .

enquiries. Thus Tcr: & Sma 1 Talk mngles the' gentes of the

it: has the ¢

of ‘the journal kept in t_he\‘untryy the antiquaxian s concern

with local history, belief, custon, work techniqués; and .
daravs the rural essayist’s contrasts:between the rural.
awellers of both upper and labotiring ¢lass and the ignorant

townspeople appearing as summer visitors or ]erry—buildezs

of garish villas.

Torr was cleﬁrly fascinated by the possibility.that

a .chain of oral transmissi‘oq could maintain desc¢riptions.’of
historical events; in his opening pageshe cltes to '
remarkable 1nstances of oxal hxstory tha\: he had enccuntered,
one being.a report of the beheadinig oF (‘.hatles T dRd the,

other the. preservation of a'child's.view Qf the Great Fire

of Tondon (I, 1, 2). Innovations suchas motor-cars'and

aeroplanes.in the parish cause him t6 remember how old -

people had 'told him ‘of seeing the first carts in' the area; .




117

prior to the late eighteenth century transportation had .

been by packhorse and he notes ‘that sledges were still in

use on steep fields (II, 1). He is also impressed by.the

hidden knovledge contained in old techniqués riov. £ollowed

purely by tradition-and cites'a cage.of a stretch of road

that had dlvays beenpatchied by curved river:sténes,hauléd

by Sturt.

Thcugh Torr*s raflections are - hetercqeneous they are

not haphazardly axranged but fall 1nto brief - sealnless \iis— .

courses about particular topics to which he brings 'matqua




Hig theme is thus the m}’auy dimensions- 6f human izelief
intd which local examples fit naturally, without being made

to seem bizarre:

A diNa was boxn ‘he:e on 72 Nnvem.ber:'
hila

e hi1d home; and 1
" churiks, of -oak,, “and’ b:

’him wby her @id R “and b ‘seem'ed surpriséa -+

L question; and. said’ -- "Why;.all folk «do it."

"I then asked ‘hin yhether e thought it reallyidid
as




-Christian. year weré marked by buns,. lamb, “goose, "

standing on my door-~step here, eating a hot— e
cross—bun. I-asked. what'she. was doing. there;

- and ‘she’ curtsied’ dnd :said,. "Please; zir,. I be':
‘fastdng.” And generally the seasons of -the.

“plim~pudding, pancakes d . salt-fish far more’
than hy obssérvances - at’.church, (11, 66)

earlier qeneraticm ‘than “the’ Mrs
2 ‘and” I.£0ld her: ‘that .I-Had been '
sh me eagerly;
.Teckon: -




neve: looked upon yom:
:(:he Bct ons, Of a’ Puwer




_‘Some evidently thought it. symbolical,: and medely
waved their mops' across the altar; hardly touching

+it,. And othersiwould; scrub hard, . and ‘then put

‘theit heads’ down ‘and look ‘carefully;: hrough their’
spectacles.to.see’what they had done,. and' then- go '
‘on' scrubbing” again’ till-they were:satisfled that. . '
they haddone- their. bit. (1, u)

itiun 'snggests ,‘ "'.I'ax makes us sae everyﬁhlng‘as ¢

part. ef Europeun cis{lization‘“

- x)- ¥ It s 1n this: way

'vof Beltarie. fires The lnterest of e x;ook, ,however is;

; t}:ituﬁ.gs: “for - example, r.he aisap oval of nudity




2 -

s .- the feeling that there was always time to spare: . “'the days
e 7 be long'" (I, 63). “He notes "thefts. are very rare here”

and people are mrpxiuui when' a parcel’ left by the madsiae -

RN . - .- on-a Satirday ‘for a'man to-colledt on )Ionday disappears -
11T, 26)

sus-

lieoplg' avoid signing pSpers ‘out -of a d

old nan here was’asl
rexecuti.on of a
th

Ssolng the ‘view,"a
it was. o
‘bain't

hey
(n, 118)




Rev. Sabine Baring-Gould (1834-1924) is the best

. % § y
kno@m of the sev’era!. English clerical writers. on folklore

: ‘t:unes t:o g neral cixcu amm “16 an {ague tHAk: Has been

discussed ‘elsovhgre®d and nSed not b entered into here;

= except to say thet his dismlssa of the oriqinal words and

prefs:ence of his own poetic eifusions is not merely a

# Eundamental fault in hls folklcri,stic work‘ he is not

79 another: inte:

and ruxal’ nfe, he produ:ed a great number - of popular books )




parson: T T § W

ch. 15, "Folk Songs 1887<88."7% Though all to6 brief his
renarks take up important,points in folksong: a singer
stalks out of a concert where Baring—sould had sung‘ an old

song - "set by a-friend to a melody ‘he’ had composed £or 16"

- grmnblmg- s

Hets gotter the words ‘right; B
Athe -right tune.. ‘Hé' 'should “zin

 another singer bold envigh to correct the fotmidabie

e was very:-strict with'me;, and insisted -on ‘my 5. .
ta)ﬂng down his airs correctly, "Thicky. .wi' -

 "You've gotten that. note. not

hat:I'm the master/and you'm

. thescholar; ‘and.I wi'n"tihave any, slursor qundexs.
What i8./right is.rig] and. what -iswwrong ‘miver can

be right to.the warld (Eurther Réminiscences;. -




-/ Listen attentively -t the Tanner as well as\ the matter of *. "'

Local “talk, whei it concerned a ‘topic in whidrhe “Was inter-

ested:’

Parsc:ns fthe singer] «went every pay: day to a
ittle, moorland tavern,. where: the Tiners -met

then :one chap, he said “tome, MGot. ‘o the “end;
My "NOt "

o song.you Sing us to—-night' > Welly your: honcur,
I'sat..down - again, +and -I zinged or g zinggd il

‘sixteen fresh song$ ‘and “that cha ad tc pa

for' sixteen’ qu "

ﬁpmts, surely

g, qur!

=—hot pints,v
=X  hadnt

sk Voysey, he-.pa'.td fo':'n i
“old- Countrz Life, pp.;2-272)




‘versifying all the turns -
incidents of. the st:x:uque, thzow:.ng “in’ wurds

ews on fulksong, andtslnqets, 1n qeneza).




shy of us1ng qocd material tw

al;out details. :Ln Dld Ccum:x.—x Mfe fo

is “the’ “son of a:man knnwn as "The




Parsons himself /(p: 197) .- Such are minor but disconcerting

errors. ‘His works ‘are bpo nusiexous, to' be reviewed in detail

wa:nmgs, scraps of: Earn\ing songs) gheist sto ories) and anec-+
i dbtes ot sceentric. gentry. " fhe chapter "Devonshire Lore"

in Furthe Rsminiscences has WO while materlal on; the :

chari\(ari or "Stag H\mt," Jac vtr Lam;erns, watching for the

'Lﬁi:tom a womgn*® contnnmg»wha: 1s, in essem:e, ‘a
P
é the qhost s request for hls“ "fatth and <.

g,

Wordeni," vhen' she told me’ the 5 Sry;
| £ind*thicke; kexchiet in

4] L




Atkinson, ‘his wotk lacks the .scholarly concgnmti n on a
region;; 11:5 1anguaqe and £radition, yet 1t is, xelatively
freg of T:he cclnplacency and candescens:.on of the other

prolific Elerical folklorist, P H. Ditchfield. i

. . b 'l’he writ:mqs of .P.H. Di.tchﬂeld (1ssg 1930) Rfotor

’ Eerkshire, emhn assocxated

- the, a.(:t:].tudes -Stu:

with e “imaginary criti of his work ;he ountry parson

. he repeats un tuous plau udes about rural 1

of unsha.keeble complacency . His works, though not dmcussed

By Johri Fraser, £alr neatly intc his wickedly apt ﬂesxgnatinnv

“The Her:ie Englafd”" schiol of writing.”7" 'England was merry
because people. knew theit place, respeccea theix bet;e:s,

.worked wj.ch a vull fox squize, church, and country, and all

ts. ghaste influgnce:
p:hi'losop}{y is: 1’1—1§e1'£ ;




Tial calenda:: arranqement.

£iguré from Overbury.

calendar and civic customs, Old English Customs (1896),
seems to have grown out of his xesearch on the earlier

0ld English Sports, Pasties and, cuéeoms (1891), which has

“His two wozk on. vernacu}.az a¥chi-

together. Old Village Dife (1920) ‘. is a histnry at a

The gallery oF chardctérs-




however,. but depend heavily on literature and history to o
trace the devélopment of each tyge. In remackably few ) Ty

cases is he. drawing on personal experience‘ he has met a

'I‘he most interesting piece in'the bock 1§ the oral

'autobquaphxcal ftiqment £rom a small farmer describmq

Werit to my +fi; st place
.7 1u and iy




The testimony was not couecte‘a' by Ditchfleld“, however
ut ‘quoted by  reviewer of Ditchfidld's 014 Village Life,

s Rev. Richard Lawson Gales [1852 1920) ;a sensﬂ:ive observer

eal yorking. man and lamely, ﬁsfm'nimggL

Your cannct with ‘all the power of, the State
/and a lavish -expenditure-of money cenvait
S yokel into a~sdhol ( 96)

C real yoke wil
-Le!: “him learn’"to ploi

. '

let himi marry and regt f

robust ‘children which ‘are the backbone ‘6f England,.
be: ﬂuing good service for the country




" ‘John Praser ahd Raymond. w'uuans-“ pitcheield is ﬁv&ian
| it hete and convinc!.ng himself that the poo: are only

nata:tally 503

ination of
discovered’ that

eir, happine"ss was ‘that
aws . Gf their b ‘more rthan'.any..
‘Their, 1ivelihiood was-




orien X of fodexn’ 11

the ;;vés of whole classes of (<] try enple, Who, he

country places
hence ‘our:

-he became arscho lmaste;‘

shepher in, therefoé Flee







Fleet does not give us a verbatim conversation but

] quohes phrases from her discourse; hex chudren, for ~

exaiiple;; had been s

hers la:qe].y uuparlorﬁ,und, s Sturt wuld vif.h
e g : polnts £0 the unrecognized contzibutitm of people of

« - class to’the good of ‘the hation 5 5

But sbe w!s, up to 70 years' of agc. a healt.hy,
hard-working, children-loving, flower-loving,
nd Gow-loving, woman:--. fond of -talking, but
iever s&tunq down o talk =--fond of walking,
- but. never- "going out ‘for a walk".=- fond of‘a.
1ittle-bit of -wholesome feat, but 'seldom or
never: getting it. -Altogether’ she was anm = -
excellent specimen jof ‘a’ class, of women' who ‘have
~had muchto-do in ‘the making of:England
ness;' for they. have rought up
" world not:a’few hard headed, ul-onq fisted men,
h have done many: a"good ‘day's “work. for them-. .’
A ount:y,wand we « dmlht '{f England’
M

e Couy. the Su



s
‘The sketch of Mrs..Colly,’While not.giving ug the

‘full: sense of >qp individual that Sturt achieves th'rough . 5

*his concentntinn on language,. is discerning: Mirs, Colly

“1s more than a "type

of the way. their ‘stories were deliveted, that are of most

'm' rest hpre, and tha achievement for Which he may be

cnmpared W th Stuz -

Though Johnson n\akes -a defete ial nod: to the

'txadxuon of ‘rural writing by ack.nnwledginq his search for




k . the “chaxn and restfulness" to.be ‘found in, the country, his

vislon is scientific’ rather thm nUstalQlc. His aim-is

Yo7 accutate reporting

«'rhe types ~and themes of the personal expe ence: sto:ies

retordéd are autHentic and: ey be paraue d’ from. oral and

| writteh au 51 jraphies. istically’ hey concern
competence 'in. the tellez s occupation h;s triumphs evex

Othezs who have ﬂoubted his word or advicé‘)axjd smltentiaen‘

) view B 'l‘h

ad 'na’
ty; and my. father ver had” one at’;
-all,’ Sunday or.wurrkday: - Why, there was. a
: 1ch 0ld" farmer. who used to .goo to Alton:
* market;-and ‘he’ a].'ays tad:a’‘draybet smock -’ e
TIf anybody adsked Him why he didn't wear: lack,"
e-used to sady: ~'This.’un's-mine;. but:that
un's madybe’ not thine.'"'ah, he did, but there's
not 1ke (Talks; p: 9) .




o
all-your. theaves, but why""
and ‘then he knew'why his ship had fetch
“price. ‘He was wild about it, I can tel : <
it do‘omnerve a maan to bé told ‘such & thing.as y Sk o
that. . l‘hat's the: mischief- of -‘aving-a shepherﬂ ML g
as. dcesn't kncw the marks.": 1Talks, p. 138) .

Just as Stutt nDti ed that (zhe topic most interast tu

g Betce,swozch, and other village me‘, wais: the management o

‘ grambling, " which th




23 .« the value of " nfexung to an assouation-laden ob;ect,
Ln one case a smm:k no 1cmger vom, but. likely, he felt,

T - to lead#to rmiqiscenceg from an old shephérd who: Fenembered

Dne old-world custom that of using an:arrow-head
‘. or a small’celtas a.bell clapper in order to servg
“as ‘an amulet to- protect the flock: from disease,.
- seems to have -died out altogether; and in one'vax
. “this.information was satisfagtory, for.it is bette:
- to have blank ‘nescience than to get a reply. based

leading up to.these -subjects, and tentatively
- -spying out, the land, -gracefully slipping away
 should’ the’ nakedness be ‘discovered. (Talk:, P

His figure 'snppan away® speaks well'of his tact. in short,

he was an active fieldwrker, not afraid to muddy his boots, i

or ta dxlnk rouqh cider thh his .tnfomancv, "xeal good R




autbbiog:aphy coll cted f:om shgpherds. Though .

4 I realized that much of. the Success’in obtaini 22
e rmation I wanted: would ‘depend “on the
‘EEN. ude 'of the shépherds, and I resolved to
consul’ of 'them first. Nelson Coppard can.

ress his opinion without. - .
hesitation, and as t on an’old ‘machine?
..frame beside a-barn and ed the’ various

ways of recording:details: re:nembe -
".'shepherds He showed -a preference for a series.
of acecounts ‘of actnal interviews.




.
 ="e will hegin hiow, " sald Nelson, in' his quaint
dxrecg,way, “you ask-me, what you:want. to'know,

y I'1l tell'you all I can, an' you put it
S then,. if't ;seems. all right, you can do.'t
same to 't next one!!.. Between us-we. arra.ngéd the -
principal points for anquiry -and. aubsequentl.y I

 the traditional i 1eage ot shepherdin S details of |

suéh. cistoms, an tnftiation ceremony

3, "shoeing ‘the o1

fo: ymﬂ‘lq men, and "B.’I.ack Ram ‘Night,™ the shearers feast.v

of qgneral value for the study of oral autobiogxaphy,

huwever, ‘are.'the’ examples of' characteristic story types in

" which the \fo ion was. often nvey

. Nelson Coppar ’

for: example, lists the ssquence of ‘his; jubs == as boy, teg

boy, under= hepherﬂ ~ in uhat will be arg’ued in the final’ \\

chaptex to-be. d (:yplcal mode of autobiography “n:the oral

‘canon (p. 56) ’-Learning" and "knuwing are key words i.h

the shepherds testimonxes as wills s- pre: ent o ,of

pa:auel ihtexviews allovJs us to. see .t Jack Cox, for:

; example, speaks Of . hi knowledge as Follows:

“All that I had told him *o'dg I. have learned
‘forty. years ago; and every ye since I-have
“learned something: fresh. aboub heep that i
W before. (p. 62)




while inbther, unnngd‘hecause Of his stories of confron-

tations with local farmers,- similarly emphasises ,'kriwing'- £

“kriows, in' some. as- ony
when ‘a’man as.kn
e shutt xp L.
a thouqht of "

< ‘..when I3 buyotﬂin.lh;i dmy
fathar to trim sheep! ‘Why! do you know, that
I wuron'y high 'nough at nine to 'stand-‘an'
clipa sheep's back? My father stood by me-
do!.nq another, an'. it diddun pay me to. make
L& uzong cut:. “If I did he saw. it;-an'.down : -
came his ‘hard hat on me-with'a heavy smack!
Iwu:mﬂa £o learn, an' in the-end.I wur as
gooduﬁ (p 24'2 N T




however: - the cc;mmum.ty hietory o)

€ i of impm:t:a.n

glsoneof the' 2




Sl anecdotes Accunmluted ove: a ufetme in the uea, mati.ues
it seems (‘J\at ‘the telling of good stories’ is theix‘ anthorsl 5 o2
‘prxmry mtivation for. Hr_ting. ¥ :ln umu examp es of the

i genre the writer is convinced of the un1que role in histoxyA

playea by bis

and pna toms .

'I'he am:iquary William: Camd;n is’ refeued +6. 88



Memoirs of the Parish, of Myddle, Couity of salop, written

,:rom 7nu \:u l706, -Hexe, Gofigh;. sixty—six years old, whe he

tinie Belonged -t'p

of-each ,of them

g,/ G Boskins, LhE Editol‘ of the best deern




The mcerests of social historians and folkluxlsts

g axe not far different .and Hey s final chapter is’an excellent' -

s work mm

the irisights: to.be gained £rom Gaug

world“ %5 a seventeenth century villaqe “Hey"

such topics as hsliafs Ln a vine intervention ln)

Yec’ €

diet and recreation.

amongs (:he rest . of- the storyes that were'
,.'told of “him; one was; that hee ‘had killed:a
monstrouse “boar,  of :soe’ ‘larg &, size that: the:

bristles on his back were as big as’ pikeeavell. ;
graing, [p:l.tchfork ‘prongs].  This story being Tk
freshanong the . neighbours ‘and the workmen % e
that 'were:building:the said bridge, they gave . :'
Y ame’ of Bristle Bridge; which name still!
'+ MMyddle, pp. 11-12)




less foo!.. Goudh adapts




and 1218 repoftad that -hee % k
woman|,: whom they, -called the wise woman: uf
. Montgomery, ,to kriow. What . was - become0f. his
cow;” and-as. hee went) hee putt- a stone.in his,
£ podke.tt and tould: a, neighbour.
ith, him thaf ,wculd knlow Whethier he
and -whether ‘she

saydy: that when' hee' carie’ o hex,: :
stone .in ‘thy packeht, put i

"Gough'§. treal

; white wltch

Gouqb’s won].d ﬁde‘ is staunchly protestunr., he

:believes in diviﬂe 1ntetve.nt10ns il’l human affairs, twice

; .I:Ltinq the. adaqe that‘ *iIlgotten estates wu1 not; Last three

farm. s His




He continues in his thorough desuription and gives. evidence

of othek. deaths presaged by the birds. fie:.aleo tells of “the

»continua].ly ince the murdet, to. the "horrur of a quil(:y

,canscienae" B et U B ey g,

The “ariecdote memorah s, and legends Gough relates | o it

generally have the! feel ‘of oral narrative; they have its

“£luency, comp{essmn, and highliqhting of telling. detai

- The’ accuunt of the ga;.posed corpse _Who"revived, for example,

besides ‘its - de au oF com:emporary practi e

'to the usuall manner oh his bedde, ;

1 is eyes were cclosed: nd onely cne’linemsheet cast cvar

“hint =- is also close ca oral, style s s bulld ‘up of




As with all well-told tales they have an intense visual ) ;

duality; consider this. everyday scene, etched into perman-

ence by a sudden act’ of violmce

ghte_r whc was. gerya
ived ‘neire Walimgton
“woman was'-holding,
’her/master ‘to _wash-his"hands i1
Tee cast a“ little: water from of

3 mistress, (who
seeing, “and’ c nceivinq it too - ”
amillier an action; #hee in a'irage’ Eaoks. up
the cleaver, and gave her such a blow' on the
head that shee - dyed . (pp. 75-76)

‘!
There- s an intensity of detail ahout the commonplaces of

ufe avauahx n such scenes,_t‘nis is how hands were washed o

gentlen\an House (2 peorsr man slipped and drovined

g toj wash his face’and “hands “in a sman aeep hole: . *<t., .

of . water’ on: héhackside of - the! house" ) G 134), and fliz-"

tations between mstérs nd maids were perhgps common enouqh' e
92 ¢

ts entage a ]ealous wid

 Rpgarent alé is Gough's: taste, appropriste to & e o

subs{:antial village elder, for proverhs, and quotations ‘from

- chaucer, and Latin duthors;: to. add the quality. of gravitas

"to ‘his

& thief verr Y himsel{ and Gough

sums’ hif. up: “But thé potsherd that goes often Ec the well, .-

cdmes hcme broaken Ett 1aat" (P. i

92).." Not thap this over



iR

neighbonr's reputation in the lninj.mum of words. o shse

vas a handsone: vonan-but he might havé ad bne as hm\est i

nearer home" (pp. 66—67]. He 'shows 11.ttle trus! of wcmen B

rhusband [i.e. farmetI & and very quarrelsome and abusive in

his drinke, Which procured’ hin many cudgelings" (. 181

LA butler is skilled in tno ‘many uhprod\zctive things and 18]

_hence, suspeat ", . - hee had skilliin fishing, fcwung,,

hawking, h\mting, makelng of setting doggs, and.vas somewhile

keeper of Stanwardine Parl S.n sun hee was one att:eve

thlng an good or excellent: at noching" (pi 15 Go\lqh'

N histaxy is full of such judgements out ofiWhich & composi e

picture tan be i’ OF his attitudes, and ‘those of tl(eclass

he. represe ts; as Hey 'on,c;ua.as‘ "His Wi

the. voice

small—prope:tisd ‘classds, éccep“ciénj the! existing hierarehy: |

in. both chiirch. and séats, proclatni ng'the Chri.stian vmues -

and \iennuncinq the- 'vices and championing the hard—workmg,

(s 185). m keepinq




- I'doubt not: but. some pe ns: {11 :thinke: many

things that’i‘have writt a:e«alltt:qaether o Gl S
» uselesbe s 'but I doe. believe that. ‘there’is . . H

notmnq herein” contained‘which may.:not by'
i thance att one time .OF ‘othex happen'to. be -

,needfull tc some’. person br

ering God s dgemenha on erring ‘humanity: his
been foun@ praphetic by social historians for

“to Gough's woxk, Myddle has becdne, in lley s ju:igement,

and Start England" (i 12).

Lng the mémor}, and providing a’ pattern which




93

(iasd, zev. e 19257, b Thémas Geenng (1613 <1889

his natx'e place Hailshaln, m some sixty yeazs. Above :




i “tor shcemaker

Beckei—.

k Talking Horse" (containjng ‘an,

Geerinq makes several refexences o tall tales:®d ana

It was hete our uctig_er Fow e lost his taunch
pointer, "Bess '(He told. ithe. tale, /so.it was .
aid, until he'believed it triue.): He discovered
‘her skeleton, together with-the bones of the:
covey,. the following. spring:  The birds would
‘nét rise, ‘neither would theé bitchimove;. so,

a1l died thexe togethex‘.’ (p..41)%,




1. % . on-which 13y the boy fast asleep; his .
mouth wide open.' This- the fellow would chuckle y
over.and declare to be true« (p- 34).

Also scattered are “sonie. worthwhile references to:

$ chief amnng them was the singe
who."! as, or he who has not; heard him

Lord Bateman was-a noble lord,
&-noble- lord of high ﬂeqree,

* may-bless, himseli It was a trial for the
_nerve, a.subject. for: the eye;: and & study
for the mind;- "Come’Simmonds,". says, the’

" mastér; "now, wé ‘must_ have your:.sang
The singer was. waiting’the call, and had
“'swung, himself -round in ‘the ‘chair better to’
‘face the:company. ‘It was an acdepted rile’ " ;
*in'those' bygone days that no. Sussex' man.could
‘ sing.a song with his eyes opén, and .to'this:
rule.Master Simronds was, no exception.
preparation néver varied. :First-he-had .- '
twist! d himself. away from. ‘the. table, thernext
£o¥pull with both hands his somewhat long'and:

new. round-frock-well above his knees,. throw °
the:'left leg over. the. right, stroke’ the hair
straight ‘as he ‘could- dqwn over the: forehead, A




upon. the. recurring chorus; ‘his. eyes were: shut,
.and- never ‘once :looked out.for<light. . -He was ‘then
¢ ithin’h;
T

put his pipe between the middle Eim;ers of
the left hand, iv_ vent to two or three

‘ahems."and - haws, toclear, as.he.said,. the
.“pagsage-of ‘the.wine-pipe, and off: he wauld

go; - his ‘strong Tuhgs pulling his ‘husky, vbice =
through, all difficulties, ofrhyme or rhythm.

ight'shone. fu’

early implanted in my mind,: ani
e 'terroriand dread’of the devil was-alsg
ind I'was® held.

to move about in the q

S At that: time I‘Knew by
rt all of DE. Watts' divine and moral
ngs, and: the thoughh of the wicked'child
well in darkness, "




| the" Fising mercantile class attackxng all véstiges o aristo-

_cratic and ecclesiastical privilege (J.m;ldding “thie perichant
of poor. clergymen £ making good marriaqes) :
As a hard headed adult he guntes two sto ie

Host: that'—w,erv‘e‘—na—qhn s sgch,as f"'The - Paper Gh .




g 158"

general ~tza5,ts ‘the commiuiity hisﬁor!.an' 'éa‘ke‘é: el gm; in




In'fact: ‘they’ rather’.

‘ h
Tiked it ThiTa: livinq! d’sheved: their
o ppteciatien ofTa

xblllck‘.{ng'. i
tplay, pp. 81




P .

As we see from the promnence of nl.cknalnes and pracbical

joki{\q in. the- gonmgnity ,they,wer

Ehsii. ag he: says, -nggmg
“each’other about Something:

Have ‘taken;: what some may th 'k
with some of: the uharactEKS‘-but )

Their. jesting
t - tites far: from- delica:
Plax, e, 190)




€ ! ' ) As noted above, almost all the o ractexs ment:.oned

had nicknamas and this px'actil:a, while due partly to the

11m1ted mxyuhez of sumames, {s® largely, an aspect af the

. teasing ualxty of local humcux-'

vhose: su:name was, never used similarly ranothar




’J.’he nj.cknames are also explained by Ward in terns of

the socia‘

values they express& "Mark Muffin" was mean

enough to set his mark an a cut_loaf ot cake .tn e.nsure that

his .wi e, did gmt "make oo freé wich the victuals in his

en ‘who had’ no time to play,
and’ 56 the 1 - col tempt qave h1||\ the sumame of .
"Loaf: " (Plﬂlr P, 116)

./Obe man -did women' work'i:y-amptyinq the slop pails, while

his wife was :.ll, thus ea:ning the contempt of the othex:

| men’. who - namaa hxm th Cock Shepst er" after a species of

bird which picks p the droppings of its young‘ and deposits

tha:m at Some’ distance fror :he nest. 1ax. pp. 151-152)
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S
The prsvalence of practical joking tha: Ward. reports
is also some measure o£ the. clqseness- of the cummunlty for

the» success of pranks often depended on a shrewd knowledqe

ot “the kind-of “hait ‘tor whighia particular dupe .would .

head ( 1, B 4o 54

flom:iehed 1n th,Ls environmen(:

One. family .ha béen knbwn §
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run into each othex and stick fast on a ball of cobbler's
wax he has thmm at the fozehead of one of ‘them (PL ay,

pp. 33 -34)..%% - 2

Local memory also preservea zeal feats of strength

old man saved his

victor¥ ina mosving match caused the chan\picn to alter: the' :

name of the pubuc 'ause he ent ko e "Mower's Armis" and’!
a-new sign was painted ‘to ‘immortalize the 'scene, though it
Was. hever used for fear of ‘the loser s rancour (Rlay; p. 93!,

there were also the usudl stories’ of Graat:shters and.

drivnker_sr (Play, pp. 118, 22)5

tales in an antiquanan spn:n: as’ paxt f any international

or even nationa 3 tradition, 1ndeed he ‘was haxdly even an




e e T

o 1n t CS procession, ,ridxng a pony or d key and was
_“to "rude”and at times’ to more than hamless jast

. notes further that the man died from a ‘chill afte! SO one

[ot have ‘been unusual for real fools to have been given this i

atigel and Fairy - legends,

for his ‘tehants which includes. (:exts of the: songs "Spencer

The Rush Cart ceremony 1s described in‘ lnteresting detail;
here the township. d.tsplayed itself "best sj.de uut" through
the ‘elaborately stacked ‘car’tload of rushes, deccra_ted at
the front with the villagers’ silver plate displayed on'a:’
white sheet and at the rear.with flovers. Acoon-één‘iéa By

mclrris darxcets the cart was drawn throuqh Manc‘nester each

year dunng Wakes. week (2 1az,,pp, 1054410

simpleton, charlie Doe (another nickname), enacted

,,threw ‘a bucket of water over him) (Play, pp. 96-97) lt.may-

periodic license to enact.larger than 1186 “varsions. of their 1

normal 'disorder Victor 'l‘uxner and others have discussed -

carnivals and festivals as allowing the temporury elevatien

of .the weakest or. n\ost disorderly. elements in the social

-100

structure. Other over(:ly folklomfe“pms included are’

cumnarized (P (Rlay; ppl. gate 115),

and. an’ account of _tHe, annual: reht dinner qiven by the squire




life, and 1n particular upon Methodism. Within these




i in the:

é 'Jac)s ‘was: as:

;Lsh thmugh",f(p 3) Linnell:

i olving ﬁghts and bri\bes (cn v "Thinqs Pclitica /




catching

" forarot: ‘the: Whitsun Ale was
- boxi g abj.lity “(ps- 35)

details

chapter on_ pract’:\ijal 'oxes, including the traditional ;

only a pre:_ext for theix Tove of fiqhting p. 142) :

; agcer the meal he mqod W s‘initially siibdued with’

the ow. prank, is another 1nd1.catlon nf Linnell 's

"rhe 4




became: mor lively as the baer Jugs wenteahout. Linhell.

. N They were,.for the most part, the ‘same son S :,
.1 " yedr after year =- “The'Poor Old Horse," "'l‘ke
“ .- Fox has:gone ‘through, the Town 0," and “"The: Jolly
Ploughman. " mtemingled with
songs and old "Tragedie .y grsat favourite
ariong the latter. was. "Charvelton" [he quotes.
five stanzas: a ~farmer's wife loves ‘the serving -
man, *who shoots her husband .and ‘is hlmg ‘for it]
... . It'was Jack:Dickson's Sofig .. . s and,
~: when he had -f£iRished,” he always went on.to say '@
 that he had seen ‘the guilty parties hanged This
 would encourage others to tell of the hangings
they had witnessed, for<those who had nevei’seen
a_public. execution were classed with “’fooak as
had never sin nuthin' at all," and “the whn].e .
- company, would revel in the joys of~ traqedy
. the next hou: (p. 26)

i T 2

- " His pe:sonal experience o

azvesr. suppers is

obvious.‘from his remarks o the sinqex s property nths‘

As some hag, songs: which no.one else in.the -
village wds, supposed to’ sinq under’any  :

circunstances, whatever; so'others:had fales
whieh-were, regarded as peculiarly. their own
One might be. of a famous-fight, another of .
‘the ‘deeds.of a, daring highwayman, Ariother OF |
a desparate poaching affair; toldiand retold
"' and handed dowr' from generatjon to 'gen ation, '’
: they ‘never varied by one (py A73):, e

“in. the: song, elsewhete he observes ‘that the, same. held frie”




e
o :The boughs' did bemi, 1d quake,
To. ue the hols that Pox did ‘make. lp. 50)




$ 5 see.’the’ dark - awesome shadows
ifalling. athwart:the. " moonl'ight ride, I: watch the';
terrified girl as:she ‘clings to tl

“‘boughs,. and I tremble:lest. hér slig

'Ah' but. Old scraaper come: right enaugh,
h this point.in the; story
ie"do’-when! the. house wu
Yowt .wi' church parsor)s?
e come :hbuqh, dwn't he, Sall? 4




e
- ™80, I've heerdme mother. say;
invariable. answer, and given




hy an unbia:ed cbservet thh no nonl or th/eoret.u:a]. axes




The"céllectors decided to "disregard books" and so- sét davin

"as complete an account as we could of what we: considated

‘.ou: ‘owm: customs‘and beliefs" (p‘ -20).:- "vle write of. what

Irve heard. them ‘Say you
nails'till"it c bite them itse.
_.Thomas Hepple &tx ' Miss Shlpley. ‘

y "I've heard Mother say that and all;. -and more
,than Mother:say it.". d!ve he enthat,
i mcsA Th fEﬁs Bepple. g

i Yo

e | baby 5. nails, -2 ot till it is'chr: stened,

‘she, thinks.. "They :say. you mustn't take'a baby' .

into- ano‘ther ouse 'till it has been chr:
3-34]




ThisVariation is especially apparent in the local
Leqends ‘where- there is' debate ‘over the existence of under—

ground passaqes« (p. 158], oz, as “to. whether 1t was£3 irj.esk

a._sod’down the dhhlmey_
porridge pot, and scal
about, and-they. said, "Wpat's that?. Brunt and
. scadded!’ --Brunt and scadded!" And they'all rushed
5 ¥ ET otit ‘and ‘after .him, and caught. hifi:at the stile ‘to
+. Rothley, and laid a hand -on. iis
TVEI‘ aiter,and ‘that was Qld Hodge the Miller.
p.‘GJ

+I've, heard somethir
was.’servant; to' a ‘woman, ‘and, when she was
y ‘there was rattling.about

“# iin the churn, it was a bit of rowan tree °
to. keep the cream from ‘being. turned
sour by, the tairies. (p. 2) A -




The several x of a local 's cure Df ;& rich

. - lady, 1n London axe also guoa Exanplel of the.way. diffexent .

tellers. focus on dit‘fex‘ent etails (pp. 111 <1130, as aze

the! vtaryknq 1eqends, about

e Ty " s . ®.As I was standing. by my. doo!, (a cottage at the - :
' i : -foot of Chiirch Hill) I-saw a woman.coming: down
5 2t the hill who was a witch or hag. She saw me

lauqh at her. Aféex I.went to bed that n‘!:ght B 3
i T L =y L felt a weicht oh my legs which gradually wemt ~ ..~ { = @ -~

= s s ©¢ . T upwards to my chest. - I screamed,.and my son::‘." § A

5 Ol R came into the room. "As he opened the door,. the . =~

(S -lump fell 'Off, and I-distinctly heard the hag .. ~~'=+ "7 .

. (p+ 107) .

youth sha ha

the 'villiqa hafore he retut ed

P Hs].l, we, was a coml.nq home £rom @ ﬁaty just

“-arter: Christmas ''twas; and -the frost hadl give
“ay roads a solid slush..




myself, and quick as r_hnuqht I vhipped off
one 'of me pattens just as he come up and tried"
to“put a arm round'éach-o' us:as bold as brass:
:.But, Ii.was reddy -for 'en.. "No ‘you don't me Nibs,"

I'said), ‘and -I'up wi''me patten: an’-slashed his’
“face: tuL the blodd ram.. e did ;swear.something .
-awful: but wei didn't wait. to 1isten, we. mok to
dur heels and never. Btcpped 11

b ¢ Shepherd's Tale; " includinqh

and of wi




Ve all worked hard in them'days. Everything was
~done by hand then,” you know, sowin' and reapin'
‘and hayin' an! all. . Thers wasn't no tractors;
‘or: binders, or. 'soWin' machines or. thrashin' P
: machines, No. But -in some ways; things was . 3
better the You'-didn't. -see so.much :ubbish -
along of the ‘corn::"(lest: Wittexing 39)

1 r.>1‘

an extra haJ.‘f»crawn : §

We a1l ‘used to qet our wages th 1of & Pr;day
night. We used.to .go up' to the ‘farm ‘an!"set’”
down’ at_@ long:table in: the kitchen an' each of
us, had’a 'big mug of hbma-hrewq Suc
was toa. 'Not like the rubbishyou get
Farmer ‘used to. ‘brew.his:own. 'Reg'lar. goad stuff
"twas.’ You could taste’the malt’ in it} An'.he' 'a
come ‘round hisself an' pay ‘each many:an'ia joke orF |
L a: friendly word fu:l: us’ all._u ~ d

Tall different nOW._ I often never- ee, the
“Farmer ‘when I.draved: my. siagess . He'd ‘send’:'em " "
down, to -where | was working.. :Or’.like as not, I'd
£ind.'em:in"al t of: paper wp o' my milkcan. o
. (We!t Hitisating, pp. 339! )




The last to be mentioned in this brief snmplinq is
‘It Happened in| Hampshize (1935).11". Like the Dorset and
Wiltshire titles this 13 a broad miscellany of folkl

and"local history ; 'som'e of 'the‘ “su'.'ally“smic Tens. aré glven, "

z ,intrigumg 5 the mention of

. v(Ch:le 95. 'The ‘Maid Freed fxmn the Gallows') associate

ks | the 'J,‘wyford mufmezs: (pp- 32-33). - since thete are’ :efe:ences %
: 2 i ;

. to thxs song beinq perfnmed as'a play else‘dhere,




R "'Belieﬁs" that ere not in books™ (w'mi.ihxésoina Times;




in. descrlbipq specifia 1ndiv1duals. ez wéitexs aLso.

ntiquarians, was *

shlm e, in




dotes of local characters‘ Throuqh the hnds of: stcri.e

Since, as must be evident b an, Stlll:t 5 wo:ks are \Ised

“here as







'1na.}a,:a1y fitted to the local, and ‘natural,’ .envifonment -

‘it is not these ideas Hhich will he conuidered here h\lt

rather the methodology of th‘e ior £m which his

theories. gx;éwl

n-. xs his areful nethna oi listanlng to.




" ‘Grammar School whenthe .untinely illness and death of his
father. forced him.to take over the r'\mnxy;g' of the husiness EN

at the age of tweniy»ozie 14 1884, Bts lack'of an app;ten- . t
4 tic&shxp placed hm in the conflicting m].ea oi '-aster' :

and 'boy tor m)u cngtsmen ne Mnits st nis 1ntellect
n:.sled hm by making ffm tskills luo ¥




o cizcumstavas had some

¥ ‘and ‘because ‘the »journ




as, three days ‘I, have been ‘trying’to / mak
‘fiction: some ipcidents. in :the’lives . “af!

s




He hunqered & hear their iy R Ghts. ‘and, o
see:them’ 1iving  in rugged patience
. tremendous f;cst that' marked" the ; st
months. of thé year; - And,he foind “that to Mps.
Thomgon  he could .speak of" them;/of ‘their patier
andurance, theix slow and.almost’ stupid ity

hé

! emotmné,that grow obsclfed” in nore sophisticated
‘1ife; and finding her: keer\ly sympathetic; he Jris

secretly :esgived to-, take het advice, and write:
‘abd




@5 1 paintlnq, “that Ldenusn\ which. implied sccrn . £
“of the ‘actual has. become: altogether out :bf: g
+’.date; and.good men:£ind in the world about them -
‘too. much  beaiity to'permit ‘of their' dally-inq i
swith their: own'fancies.'- So -too, it has seemed.
to me, the tine must come when artists in‘fiction
too. will ‘set theu\selves the task of .rendering
npt -imagi a?y scenes d”incidents: and’characteérs, -
but. the beauties -- redlly so far more satisfying,
) ordfnary life. as it gogs ‘on around ‘us’ all.
Bub when I rsqard £hose: ordinary beauties

with admiration, the possibility of tréating.
“th¥hn’ as. a’ subject for fiction recedes.qut’of
sight; and:the admiration is followed d-spaLr N
- "or-a. conviction of helplessness rather..
Scmetimes ‘even, { think that a new art|must. be' ; 3
"inyentéd,  proper o ‘these.unrecorded ‘and’ intanqible

beauties ‘of “the commcnplace. (Jouznals, B 335) 13

"aitference between ” showmg" and ;telllnq" m thE novel for

199 he: had cniticized those nov lists

ntangled/in what. -theit &haxacte:s
1nstead of minding: the sort: of
eople that" their characters are. ’l‘hought

thousani men all g;fferent, ‘and' maybe, expresse
by: them, al n 1dentical ‘terms.  Yetreach will

‘and 'this peculiar manner is-the novelist's ' i
ppurtunity. Let him seize that and, leave:the
though\: or. the: philosophe: - (Journals, "p: .251




pec\iu.aé uml\ur ‘Of “expression”

oves: ‘something to’ Sturt’s-

\Speech 1s “only ‘oni f y
8 rqanic ~1ue hetnys ltsel
all - ways, it is perhaps '(in‘ reality) -
- significant.: ‘Only" the: inadvertences of. {t-
. matter-at all: For people do. not: spea
their ‘deepest or-most nece§sary life with
‘which the .artist is-interested. ALl \:hatfhéy
‘can talk. of ‘is-the shal ‘disturbance causi
"' near ‘the ‘surface. 'of ‘them by outside forci
and it’is only in ‘the: oxganic. force. that-




Such.‘conditions

- Drizzling aqain afte: ﬁar){l_" and-underfodt,;
-slush;

- could: ind: chd.z way
they tell' :Tonight,” for instance, if
“-instead. of. this oozy. softhess, ‘that :mad
teful, .and‘ the damp' ax 3




becominq aware of othe

{' (the ‘realnamé: Of the

ckgrounds o;

,Soand; 7
gentle and liquxd as‘that of 'the: shatterinq
T3 which e G of £h

'.Framed by all .
this, Grover stooped.over- h .of




And 67 d1d the drlft=of what he “sald seen part.
of. quiet riral, country; of | the sane English. Folk &~ W
; who have been . xefreshed by _Qorning_s like this: »

Sl ‘Presently ‘he Lifted “His head‘ “"Have ye . heard

; - 'bout young'Busby, over here?” He's gone ‘clean
££ his- head.. . They.. took ““n-off :ta the asylum.’
at ‘Brookwood’ this mornin'. - Got- this Rere "
i'religion.:'I s'poge by all’ accounts he wenf

: ntolt:  ‘dnd‘that's what e come of kt.

T suqqested thaf. raligiqus mania was oﬂ;en £
“-quite.curablel "Yés:" I've:known a many }}ave
.. it; and-then they gets over it after.a. time. .’

Get lef- away == .that's what it want 'ifr they:

‘can’ get ‘em where they'can dufmer - scmethl,n' -

-else Lnte Yem, then- they be alright. :

Q.Re more

to give 'em.a -chande; so's ‘to git'a 1
enlightennent into’their minds. . w "
(Journals, p. 266=7) - X .

g weAalsc seelehe va}ue of that literary exercise’ in carefult s

observati.on vhich ives s thiﬁ ﬂnely'heard speech

“Cound

&rdations. !‘he Joutnals, however, foer

entiids (11 Pebriiary, 1896, S apri: ess, 16 Aprs 1395,




e
W

vmaculu and thus nquest the easy rapport he achieved with

"~ Grover onat 1east some subjects and. n ce‘:n.-in levels of
"feell.ng. Thxs is a thing which is* not uhown in- the publiahed

~books, whete st\u't as. nmatn

‘when quatinq hli own vords at

all. doel so in utandard English.

gwaxm Book, pb.. 203- zos uxd {he differlncea betieen the'two

i3 ive inyvald fihgira tidy, T give ly Fiigeria tidy v

.'smack 's nin'," hebegan,: ~. -smack s'.mornin'," be began; - .

S showing 1t tiad np clumsily -, showing a:finger. clmxly
wi:h a very dirty rag. . bound up With a. very dlzey

= e so they:. nxd. .I'sée “.xrag to.

"Ah; they told.
a spac oot yov'a cut” it rather. badly,




i
&ML o fol BT SR B
: ofily. catches the idiom precisely; Sturt's usage inithe: . - .. i
2 R 4 ’ * z . % H
* 57" passige above implies'a past fense in the-dialect, just-as’ .
4 e peiag X

5 7 :
he hati"used it in yr&vl&ms conversation- where ‘his 1'I -

¥ don‘t knou as ‘ever I see ‘m,"f vu trnnslated £ni-The- -+

“Bettesworth Book 1nto nr don't xdnem.ber ever see:.ng em"‘

L 0

(AR " [In‘the journal ve:sion Sturt s cuments xndicate his

++ "I chopped my knee once," (5 chapped my: knee once,"
I remarked; briefly relating femarked, briefly relating
,hOW I also tried "to -keep, - ‘the circumstances. I . T

“on", but couldn't do' it.;: ‘remembered feeling faint, .
(I probably felt faint.. 'Aj and- could as soon have .chopped i

any “rate,  I'could as-soon, ., my 1eg ofi as sewn “P the wound
- ‘:Have chopped my -head ‘off, as
*“sewn.it up.] "My grandfather”, R s .
I continued, "always used to > Senh, B i

: say-aman'd never learn to-be’ FeRoi i Z t
a wheelvright until he'd : ¢
chopped his knee a u.me SE- two

On balance i€ seems uxel‘.y thal: thﬁ om:.u!on u E\le €0 i ¢ {
Scuzt s modest. Ieelinq that-the book “is about Bettesmn:h

rather: than hd.mself. “That Stun: can. so adruitly contribute,

of sentent.\ous advice thac Grovzx and other old

ccuntty men; delight ! however, hal’ps axp].aln h.is success




the £low of subje

" as a member, in some (Fespects, of

Elsewhere he qute "these things d

’meet an acq’u&in Ance. ' They put o

will start a conversation. wln le:

The talk gces on, the. two"

thHis community of 'speakers.
o to say, tno, when you

U ‘en ragm t with' hin!, )
ad up to anecdotes."s :

versions showing ;s omission:

;"'Tis a dangerous place,
too, ssays. Grover. "N
‘these adzes ~-- how you sees

es -- a pretty tocl is an,
adze,” But they be gwine out
o' ‘use pretty much now.

'Ah, with these here machines.
*But’ I've. see. 'm usii f 'em
.on, the. 1ine,. when -t 're «
séttin' the chairs; then
they uses a adze; an' yéry
clean they Works with ‘em
oo, I'never ‘was.much of a
Tand wi' any edge tools'
myself B
- "It takes asmart while,
says I,."to:.learn ow to

tes
an' that s the f;rst
thing your got to do, too

! "!Tisn't. everybody. t:hat

"Tis("{danqerous place,"
‘says Bettesworth. 'Now

these adzes -- haw yon sees
some ‘a-usin' of ''em, gettin'
of it ouf purty nigh as if
'twas'a plane . . .

s
I've see 'em usin' of 'ém
on the line, when they’re
settin’ "the chairs for the
sleepers. Then’the: n'sea

a adze, an' very -c. th
‘works with 'em
mever was much.of.a
iith. any ‘edge. tool myself .

:can sﬁarpen ‘em."

AR 'that's e fust thing
you got £ ao, 00




)
the use of the adzé by raxlway workers preparing cross- tiss.

In genexal, however, these parauel passages shaw that

Sturt makes almost no modificatinn of Gxover 's ramarks,
cransfe:lmq them dLrectly frum thexr otiginal form as.’

mal soon aftex hearing

thers Gan be severa opinicms. It may 'be that he s.hrank

of folksy adages- it may be simply that he sought brevity,
or wished to concantrate the reade: s attention on Bettes-
* worth, Perhaps he wished to’ aVDlﬂ the imputation ‘of patron-

'qr' na to him, ‘by using dialect

g ‘to'him. The )ournal vErsxcm is fascinating,’

it gives‘ of familiarity amd friendshlp betweert the t\do,

nq the1

ccnversation as equal partners in if..
 Btugt, considered his ;'ou,rnal‘_"the most interésting;

booki T shall ever.write"; 1t Was not simply :the répésito

“£rom whieh "schened-out" bboks. Weré compiled but, T-will ' -




L

i w .

helped. shape his - W sion of rural llfe and ms act of ‘Keeping

a ]ournal becane impoxtant i B8 rel,ationshlp to that life..

wlthin a month of the first entry, however, -a new

kind of materd.al—-appears- che, one ‘of the boys 1n Sturt's

wheeluright's shbp, had come £, frim askmg' i there vers any

they say a mole s:a good thing
you-get: his blood; you know == a qle s
; got_three drops: of. Klood in. hir :
< you Iet his blood -drop intd.a wine-glass of water ... .°
‘..-and, drink 1€" So' on: .a.la k (While locklng
" - puts timber) -abou: Ldn't
- “help laughing; but. was car
‘hin. "One 'of - their. reighbou:
and so what could I say? (Journals




cther rm:al peﬂplﬁ {leading of cautse to the 'Bet&esworth"

tions af the somal

‘,and

continued buv; was ncteaslngly iuelled By th folkli. &

* encounterand scra qf conversauom its ralevance and s

co\xld be fmmd latex‘ i While he was ob Vi usly selective ‘n~<




“of :ural ufe, and in’ fi er detail

Furthsr, thle he was

Iy, down, thFough’ this
swinqxng yhe ruddy 1Lgm—. 6
rhythmicar motio 1ﬁran s Bab




\ 3

all,s nctE: Clearn,
ke ¥ s 2=

Wig “the 2
to:shave'his" Father

.. The ‘raz’ox,slig and"cut his liE,
. Tigly Wig. Wig.the Barl erl?







(6rigsen, p..148), yet'he cannot be. . -




a5 it the. truens
father?.. Art:is:a. micro:
‘examine, tme aspec't of 3
give

radoxes, o ctions,, growth, -
+in: these os illatxons ies ‘the ‘truth. 9







For: a . true ‘account of the fomation of any
person 8 chax‘acter would be of great .,
‘ .There are 'so many .
>, ‘whose
orily be ! quessed at,, for..want: cf
ionson: the. effects of:
iographies that:T:haye. "
fead ‘are st it on., this oné ‘point which:
o :

can only be “gai
and-these’ should




hemg watched' ﬁco xizm 6 loaf xn' the gaxdeﬁ awhii







think“he was ds strong:a-man.3s: aver anybody SR
“Heard tell .ofl’ He,took my uncle’once:
. Walter, ‘you know.-- and-laid.: him on the
zand -then, by -a handkerchief
round “here you-knoy. (i.e.;"
£1

gentlemnly fellow == bnly” he drank’ so’ you. kpow
-~'well that was the cause of his “death, Jpdor
fellow: ~but except for -that:

- capital fellow f :

could’ get - rid of T suppose ‘He thouqht
“you couldn't gee “r1d"of ithe -100k; “if
.got it. .Hi.Ri hi




He had . leather suit made once, for shooting,
you know. And when he'd got this, he come into
our place, -- we were little kids and he
says 'Well' I never, Did you ever, Se¢ a monkey
dressed in leather’; and I can remembér how we
i laughéd, -- we thought that was clevez. .
aiz (Grigson. p. 115)

and attributions of speaker, but Stuu pmvides enouqh to'

“give the sense “of real speech

He never’ q:ew complal:ent ahout his txanscriptlve o

,abxnty, howeVEr, ana frequently complains ‘that somehow the

¥ con]\pleteness of |the words and the essence -of the. situati.on
elided hid.” In Memoirs of a surrey Labourer he speaks of

the ﬂifficulty of forcing himself to attend to the common= .

place rather than the scrikinq, Bettesworth's Cx'imea memeries,

f’ox example, which ‘he had recorded for theu: Dddnass," now

seémed to Sturt ‘to occupy a dispropcrtj.onate :place in the
*finished Bodk. What 'he should have attended to, he, felt,
‘was' Bettesworth's daily gossip in his last years; but this,

oo W the camnonplace of-my life. ‘as well as of
.Bettesworth's,.was allowed to’pass’ by almost -
| unnoticed. I'let slip what I really.liked, tcok §
| . for grantéd the ‘strong life that alone flade .me %
.+ care_for: the conve:satiom and: saﬁed -only some s
: dead . litter of Dbsetvatlon whichi was. let. fall
by the J.xving man “and seemea to e - orld. {p+116)




This problem remains insoluble for those who would present
life histories of individuals. .

A true proportion between the more strﬂ:lng anecdotal
mat:erial and "Our' Dominant Topic" £ qardemnq techniualities,

is discussed in The Bettesworth BOOk.

' ‘Although'aniecdotes  .....fofm the most salie

' -feature -in; Betteswoxth s.talk,. it must not
stipposed ‘that in His. own:

‘place’ of any mportanue.
likes a tale " [Hexe:

Bettesworth has sat up all night hstemnq o
yarns of smugglers] ‘But his true interest. is.
that which he shares with all the other .villagers
-- interest in their work, and expecially in the
management of their qardens + . . we dwell upon
the subject, /Lscuasmg it as eagerly as ‘a game
of skill. (p27258)

Gardening talk, in Sturt's metaphor’ is the soil from
which Bettesworth‘s other “stories are "heaved up, " almos\:

. all.of tHem havxng a close ccnnection with his work. It is
alsd’a medium of conversational exchange at the lelage pub |
Where 'men compare nm:es, and give and take sage advice"

(Memoirs, - pp. 13-15). This kind of talk ferms "a. llving

:aditinn" that. is heard "throuthut the. length ‘and breadth.

of; England,“ being as much part

expressive behavxour ‘as the fixed Eoms of prcve:hial 1or’e, L

© yét-vhere 1§ thie fmlklori.st who ‘has taker sufficie

1nteres t

o' transc;ibe e t is, as Sture says, }'an .\ntemlnable :




< repetition of technical observations .' . . whick on paper
—_ &
might have the appearance.of-dullest platitude;" but it
must be looked at if we are to understand Bettesvorth, K

". . . to him.it is not dull” JBettesworth Bock, pp..260-~

261) .

. . “Two :eflections on platitudas shoy Sturt's origln- ¢

aLity m his app: pach o aral: speech;: while the Fedor: _mg

of . proverbe an

expressiéns thati are almoat
th;.ngs to ‘say, - such as th, jDkE made on a swel\:exing hot o

| day: "'can.you .keep yourself warm" he' asked. . !Pretty

he; panted, mdicating the dvieat that vas 'boiling out’ of

his facev Hé notes that such remarks foucw a seasonal

‘ cycle, a fact. he could cunfim g the evidence in’ his diary, i

and - he enjbyed his predictive ability e & I kncw as well

what will pe'said, on ox. about July. 11, by rustics all over

the Snuthern counties, as 1f thexr voices.: were” al:eaﬂy

audible.” They will affimm,’ 'T 11kes to have onle mess o
be_ans, and ‘theniI'don't want no more.' That 15 the nomaL

~F .
ion, the. propex seas e optnio

153). Thexe isno, condescension in Sturt!

them, en; oy)_n i sense ot‘ participation

r\ea:ly,' T answexed, Fonat dnbuc yourself?' . *Itbiles out,"




,21; e

some of

th's other i also surprise
Sturt and it is his purpose to show these. contrasts betueen
his dssuptions and Bettesworth's: The interest in hor"sefs" ;
1s one such: eBettesvorth s’

fonished to find.that Stit -«
takes little not'ce of horses :

ia.u.ure to qet Eetteswor(:h onto the “topic Of qhosts.

fuund as would W H. Hudson in'A Sheghetﬂ's tif

that his
'mfomant had: *his

suhgecr." and no- attempt to lead h:u-n away .
vtrcm it cou].d be \iery successful {Be:teswozt*sook, p. “45) ¢ / '

on-hi's own tuplcs, however, promptlng could succeed. 3 Sturt
tellinq of - & bus-driver he had met‘ in \London ar{d of: this man's

g experxencs wlth horses sparked Bettesworth's 1nterest +and

ct is. vital tc the

is poin(-. ess, after all te




sturc was- certainly intezested ins fplktales, even .

thouqh Be:teswozth was not-a- storyteller. He wrote in his

"gouma1 1 the' "marvels" that, co)nparative science vas showmq

But. hops, £ .you -didn't iise ‘em for brewlnq, .
why they wasn't wotth ‘tuppénce..a’hunderdweig]
‘" “You co_uldn't use,

In “some out=of-the
of ‘sport..".One of m, in’ Some neighbour‘
."was called by-an. excited 1nmate
perhaps =="t¢ come quj.
along ‘with- the hens!:




the winter, .and to explain how '.l'arram; called

them "hurs". 'Then tlie Story proceeded,) "I

was O\t one night with my gL e

[ ‘of ‘hurs.on -the”snaw -
e - :up ‘close -one .51
I-killed” fort hurs" and;- the! shotwent

example of a whole style. QE spe ch, agai x contal.nj.ng

&agqerv ion, Buss

0tk
‘the fapto:,es at five!
£, my :four; meh go 1n."a§\

‘a \of el

odd. g,{ecas “Of ‘iemp then back: to n\y,
"“Fariy;and, they.! ;e»pian,te iout Athét§‘ in rdws,

" Ehey, . coomoopiclasy knivest. - And ‘xf tHat’,,
“isn't a lfie, L‘l tell you one g
s Icrigson, .7 120)




'tu’_:t “senses the “historica
U Listened), fancyin
ack-night'have carried on’

e, who was'a.te:
mely thin- H.
£ him == b

ey saw himion Sundays g
hia child-¢linging to el
raised the:cHildren’ for'
il it

g How : ‘was
‘the.end of the’world







ed from my ovm fieldwork. 3

Such narrat.tves tand to




T “s

¢ ,where’ shared f

o1l H}m' ¢




: ‘the' time, there  was. £t
the gnd o the field see all -our ame. X
> By

1ngemu.t:y. ‘But there is -nothmg ’1ntr’o‘ péc




. HoZses .

+ Bdmund 'aa'.xte'r. an olde aan




21). Betneswoxth




‘it's my -turn -and I en't qwme
I know you :don't want .to f£linch;'
€ he says, "but I don't mind doin' of-it for -
And the foreman standin' there says, 'No, o
 Fred've worked pole-pullin’ 'long o' me thirty
year;, - and I never knowed- 'n.flinch ye:.'.' 'l!o,’
. I says, 'and I ben't qvine to now.* :
T (Betteiworth Book ,- p. 324) a3 g

hy tnking in- washing, sm: observan, "Ha: idea was to be

'nerves - qy nqueamtahness -of any snrc. 2 o SRR

Bettezwnxth had often been heuten by -old cartgrs ha wrked

“dnder -as ‘a youth but he apbroved. of this, 1t had ‘mads hin .
self-relianty ©*'Law! ve see some poor. chiaps, they gits

“out'o! ‘work a.nd be afraid to go avay £ron hone.. Teithey'd

3 Informa]. educauon vag calculated to hreed tmxghness.‘

: had the k.nol:kin' about Tive had . . .+* (Bebtesworth Book, g

9). He had varked m many parts of England, and

% .na A cempt: of nen’ who J.acked

11 eheiz Lives. Bethesvm:tn




'I don't hold with all this.-drillin' ahd
soldierin'’; but readih', and summin', and
writin', ‘and to know<how to right: yourself
SR 5 ‘(He.moi:s’ 8)

'If -a: man don't Know x‘iqht and wrong hisself,
dnd it don't’matter

3 oh;ect;we ‘of, education

Oll.ex‘ton,-' the ub]ect

. as an fa. thesis,‘,
e 16

to thei 1ette

omti ction. . g
i Gar eninq talk was a staplg of convers twnal exchanqe and

ub!ic ‘house wais a comlndn venue fox‘ it _Sturt,’ .uke TR .

t}-.e'




,bide indooFs solitary, lookin' at the Fire.

' things: ', ..

].ectual value of pubs i.n working-class 114‘.5,l as Bethesworth

saysx ". .. saturday ‘night and Sund.ay e wsu you can

If you do you i

hetter." Sturt comments in a tematk centrallta his percep—

pB: 278-9) .
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III. Sturt and Autobiograph: o

Sturt's final books are explorations of his:family

history which lead him ultimately to autobiography; The

Hheelwright'é ShOE (1923) is "Ix\ a vague, way

nefories; and f.he way in which with his oun imagina:ion he

nekes out" (Farmer s Life, p. 31) and augments. what they . -

! ihave to tell. The thens of these book: .is the continuity in

skills, atfitudes, phrases, a whﬂe"f_enor of ufe, ‘that he

has, become aware of thrcugh these. remj.niscences ‘and his

effort to emphasise <o, fully 5 %oy, literally, sge:the’”
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the familiar landscape, and hears the local
talk, as his parents and grand-parents too saw
and heard, and as no new-comer can possibly do.
So it happens that the ‘sale of my. 0ld shop . - .
- feels sometimes like burying a part of my living

eSS . (___v_g]ﬁ, pp.— 823~ 824)

wzitinq ehuu chron!.cles.
Roy ‘Pascal has squested that " ood autobiogtaphy is
always more than a mere expcsit.ion to-the public of something

alreaﬂy known to the author, its writi.bq is a process of

“aiscovery and "a new act of the man® which -alt' 's ‘in some.
degree the. slv.\pe of his life,. it 1eavn the man aifferent. 18

Stirt is also defining aspectsof m.muu and his depth of
personal engaqenent vit_h his elders’ recauections alse -

’ mvites the reader's: pan:u:ipation, and consequent Eascin-

ation; as’ 11 the' se:temnh' books, where e writes, of His

anubts oi whether he has reall.y understood workj.ng clasu




is an attempt to avoid indiosyncratic distortion of the

material; he is careful to note where his reactions are at

variance with his uncle's;.as with regard to.weatheri:

.1-stopped-£a ‘look ‘over a.gaté,- and murmured,
Whata-bi ol place. ' .-

v “crops ‘damaged’b o/ then' ght:
“ ‘never: share my great eli ht: 1n the weather 5N
~= any "weather' Z-.for’ its’own''sake?..There wek
--alyays dreadful. points.of profit.and: loss’ for
them- 6 consider. The unwom:ed realisation-of
_this weighed on my spirits, and séemed to rob
my- uncle!s: talk.of’ the. flavour it should Jhave -
y had ‘to match the beauty.of his.meadaws and
Piw n ‘quiet fields.. I didn't:sd.much enjoy his further,
4 .. * talk. But hé_ had.no:inkling of that; and went.on
as:if nothing had happened. - (Fammer's Life 100)

memari_es - however- mpo'




Life: Tha‘ "smell of weeds burning -

QS, to do ;he ‘same'things
used ny

brain 4 My uncles .




Sy

Sturt was deluding himself if, indesd, he truly belleved
such a° érence of thought possible. What it
of oral ny, however, is the. ..

about’ Sturt as a
fueneu vit.h vhich he attuned hl.m.ulf tn what a _person val

books: Nevertheless, there ‘is ro change in his basic




"attitudes; the ‘books show ‘the m-o‘aden'inq of ‘his awareness'of . 1 -
the sieope 5 folklife smues which continued u:muqhout nis

nside hin."  This desire'to

anof_hersv:

“S0: deeply










The. book opens.. wich an, ébvious. but well dong

literary devide: "a Journsy;. to ‘the famm for’ the annial :

i 3
Chrigtmas family re\mion wh:l.dh is. fiquratwely a joumey

. backwards .in gies - on ) the way ‘t

which 1 commented upon




» Here is e\udence, small

£ the press\izes affectinq audiences' <




Mazy" (p: (34 24, similar 'sehs'e of  having’ "locked upon England

‘not only! in recern: ‘eras hut in lang past. enes" (p. 54) comes
‘fhz'ouqh individuals wh ecame for him exemplars of. Enqlisb,‘

i country, traits; the h\with the Lantern" who shnffles

s‘ dnces . 'un' simple, viqorous, qensal existence which the




3 tbe eyea of a tradesman's ion, an-asthmatic on(loaku zakhex X re.

t.lmn a parﬂ.cipanh in tha more bcistemus bvyhood ga-es,

and dieha:alm .also: for :easuns of chn from the less “tram

malled languaqa and behavimu: of thu nmpa ’t bGy» vﬁo

_thzough tha o 1ifa of Parihun); to an excursion’ ‘to. the"

seaside, and finally to.his going to qxanur shcool fxo-

) "Beiore th!,nkinq my way back 1nto the yard Vite & I wuqld




: on hpw ught pervadsd his chudhood,

i fi\rst of tww aateqo!ies of- memuries he distxnguishes'

239
L)
It is strikihg, but not unusualsin autobiography, to note
 ho strongly effects of sunlight seem to fix his mémory of
scenes. 2, X\go‘t the’ sun; ‘hxne in iat our front doors;

and very: good: it was fo see that warm Liqht on the wheel—

of chips, and shavings“ (5- sc). He comments 1 hi, preface

toelonqed ‘to: the
those -
that were familiaé and repsated ana-thide that were exdep-

tional and unrepeated. of ‘the. latter “citedory e -suggests

that he was participating. in vl Rt a16h: debicribey fr the |

Jeurnal as "Group Understanding,“ a way of interpreting’ what "
was happening by others’ behaviour and’, somehow, seeing

thmuqh chers eyes. He opens,’ but “does not'resolve, the
quéstion of whether such memories "largely independent of
indiviﬂuals, make ‘Qp the half impersonal Life of local and
natibnal tradi.ts.an, of folk-lore, of craftsmanshxp 1

(pp. xv-xvi),.-apparently postulating, the existence of an

-autonomous’ £olk’ memory.. ‘Though Sturt's, theory 15 dublous
4t shous; his 1nterest in what'is perhiaps a "conséq‘uenbe of it
writinq autobmq:apﬁy - curi.osity abaut other people s

peroiptions aad about the lireaments of their inner lives:

{on is:his on :0f ' the Value of

Bisiz
the #tudy of individuals “if they could be:shown-up’ against
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the undyinq 1ifa Ori tha 1ittle communities they belong to

(p. xvi), ‘and & Small Boy in. the Sixtie is 1ntended as a
. recerd of tha

nvizonn\ent whil

Shrove Piesday frittets, salt iish for Ash “eﬂnesday, or

"the eleven o clock 'l\mch' whlch eve:ybody we knew , took
as a reghlar thing" (pp. 9-10) Alnoné other types of famly

traditions he recallé'the finéez games and teasinq express;ons

usea by adults ko childrén (pp- 138-139, " 155), ‘but aleo notes

wa)?s i which they did not partic:.pate in the luc 1 country
traditio

his: ‘mother’s raligious dxsapproval meant that

he Phever; heard of fairiés as'if théy were anything real:

[a,- refexence to the realiBtic fairies he learnéd of: 1a(:ex

from Ann Smith]; ot of ghosts, ‘ox: spitits-of oimens" (p.* 137) § T

- Like many middle class ol ildren, hnwev

j,,he was exposed fo. “ioe

classmates. the quahcy of




,t1.°n in an mdi\(idual'

Sturt's noting of this material lies in his recording of

2 his personal résponses tu it so that :we are !hovn its recep-

cunscimsneu. A ueath 23 saymg, B

games <= the aevetal ways of plnying murbies, ior example. $

-'naa in his pocxee a shilling, a knife, and a bit of st:tnq,

He. had-looked .up' to hi.m fnx Lhe cleverness of 'tl’uﬁ, 'to my

admiring eyes he looked s if he'wis Misqr tban oumer boyﬁ

Ap- 34).

these unrking clau bays also

- the ‘ar€ of cleaning boots.by spit-and polish; eating

_ bacon Ln' the tap-room of an’inm, svéarinq' - whicﬂ e would

not have_encountered “in‘nis own hone, Clah, even 1 fot:

consciously pérceived by the child, duunqua.shed

z




In many. places ‘a little hole vas: scooped out .. -
h finger-tips against a wall for ‘the game

ps. of | excited and shoutinq '
urchins So intent-on: it that -ordinary ‘towns-’ 2

folk had, ‘to pass round outside, the
- sidewdlk. . If oyt of. four. oz (£
» tqssed all togei:hei: ©One:or Jmoré:

Tia:

1 58 M;Aa ‘kept_m

£or was not:Auntie a-gafe: |
and

possible;

"Chestnuts




. hardly "advan es the plnt" of the autohiography bu

vexy gaod description of a chaxaqteristi 1ocal qccupation

E ", that he had not had occasion 1:0 qive befax‘e. <Hevas, it SR P




244

town band; led a van bearing the otfigy of Guy Fawkes to the .

f1re, and Stlrrt recalls his terror at the sig’ht as they

passed outside his ather‘s house.

“ulithe, igure
guys w:.bh their:
d:

he mote dhal ti.c Change 1n the. Villag whara he wzices |

of the cowi.ng of the vmlleq i5" esubexif é by etie |

of middle class standards of propriety, there were no gwgus*

about t en, ha says, to ol ct to bonf.ires being: 110; ‘in the

it

_aj.n stteet a' ‘Farnham triie medj.e al

iolquziscica 1y 4nd as litexature. Sturt. aveids’a com_mo






ncrease -both 'in &
or:life of'
" peopl ana “the mechanics: of Lheir
hnith ’ther classes, and an .




tuo ou.a £
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| section 1 consider. two bxégraphxes of working mén, by W.H.

. Hudson and Crichton Poxtecns, and in the fourth; Walter:,

ntas Ccllector of forlklote ;

\1fied 'Willians whose achievem

even outtanks Sturt's -in. sone respects. 5 "

£i6ipant O ;' Holdenby énd ‘Reynold

.One -of the ’gits wm.ch nnk Genrqe urt With these

mmerxsi Y of | the commnpuce. neynolas and chrv topher

s Holdenby, as 1 have already menticned, “ri descrlbe ;




i -

lives. and culture as:

" rather. than in the way that some can elhpoz‘ary fclklore

and. Reynoms, however, éound cheﬁéelves

éon ious ahotit this.’ vﬂoldenby s 'ol

desctibies his’

‘west England;

- 249

’wnole, and as it was at the present,




's House in_150:2 ley_nqld_s seens to have made the




of meat and baco

bristles, thoigh A, tasted

to be" ‘(p 43) 'rinned herri g-was a tzeat for sgturday




r.est on'em!'

corn, climbed a tree and

- wonk He has a qrsat respect fo: endnrance and mamlal 1ab0ur‘

(p. 15) .' The pcim—.s he. ob 1 such as - the-t: “P{nq:l




. . the 1a of - their i

line™ in seledting rams for breeding (p. 100); so he may be,
but Buld.enk;y'a everblown style fails to convince where
aobriety, J.ike stutt‘s, usuany does.

In shoxt the xeader becume: over-conscious ©f the

ff:sta' : istic” i - F

ed. co-operatively. \
Boldenby s work is spoiled by his priggishnés‘s, even

i’r'ase}:, who takes ‘a more sympathetic view of him, régrets .

Holdenby's nature mysticism, so typical of the "spirituality®

in vog'de at’'that pe:xod.s Though Holdenby lived the life

less swccassful in. u\texpretinq 1t than sturt. or
Gambigr-Parry, eve: thnuqh they lived it only vicari.cusly
thraugh x—.heu mginative symp;thy ami close attsntion to

Staphen’ Reynolda went, at twanty—five, to live thh

a fl.sheman'u fami,ly in Sl.dmduth south. Devon in . 1906,

ahilxty £

: Reynolds had ‘recel




e N 5

education at private schools, ‘folloved by a B.SC. at.

"' Manchester University. . He: had ‘iterary aspirations ‘and

ﬂxtox of a llterary ]

3 Jmcw hens intimately chined; hin-to raapprnlse ra ically

his valueés: and changed his life.l The inte:est of REYnol-ds' "

work lles ‘in' this confrontatlon Df middle and worklng‘ class

attitudes and inthe _carefu: way in which:hé records’ the -

: divergences between the twa warld views, as they "struck hin i

a vf'ishérmgn_' s \spokesiian’ anid "admi]

-f'ma-cure cieath in 1919 éince he was: not ‘robust




It came to us over the dark water, on‘a . :
preyious night, when there was a thicket
of us on the fishing-ground and the sea
was dotted.with riding-lights. "Who's
‘got for thy third hand?" asked a distant
voice-in the sing-song drawl - that carries
for a'mile over calm water.

"Hast got. thic. chap?"

haying: to7. 'ould <go to hell for: pleasure
(Seeiis So!.; 1)

He vlvidly descrLbes the hardships and dangers of fishj.ng £ el

fram small boats and shuws how his' squeamishness over |

physical dirt. <~ mthe gteat \mwashed" being a pecullarly

, Flagt & . Sets. Ofie watching. and’ waiting.in. prfe il
S Gt : Vout th ; of ‘their minds ‘From,the




4

‘suspect to be largely the traditional
wisdon of the ‘folk, gained’ from contact

with hard ‘fact, -slowly 3o ulatéd and. !
« hande: vn thiough' cent == the wisdom
_~Erom which -éducation -cl s us off, which

education feaches us to ‘pooh-pooh.

th:
putting’ two and.two together
keeps anve a:lingering irvoluntary dlstrust and .
-amount, however Iittle, of ill-grounded
respectfulness.: '{Respectfulness is less a tribite
to, real or fancied supexiority, than an. armour to
defend. the poor man's private life.) Besides
whxch, these ‘peopleé are. necessary. to,- or at’least
eif. intimacy is greatly desired by, myself; -
whereas their own life is complete and' rounded
without me. 'I am tangential merély. Tha.y Qwe me
nothing s owe . them- much,, It is-I who-.am- the '

the patxonss 1goor Man s House,




 £1shexman, but the £irst is orientd to the domestic.life

of Eishmg families while the secnnd concentrates on the *

occupatlon 1tse1f - Of his other books, - How, yast Short .

Stories and Small Travels (lgIZ) is a‘ collection: of shor

5 fict%op pte

ously. published 4f, varidus periodicals; i

& evclveﬂ in !:he two pravious books, Seems Sa‘ A wcrking-

257 T

e
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- s
in hig books. 3 o and .

y intensity
“is.in the books is rmq very R — incorporation of
seetions,‘almast unchanged frmn letters: and Journal
entries that were .written at-the .peak of new-and unsettling

g experiences, :‘ather than having been left ‘for’ recollection 2

.ufeA The' 'mten‘

e £15harmen ‘s lwes, and his grax:itude l:o ‘them -for '
%, accepting him,_caused him_to feel that he could not treat .

his ‘and their expe):ience £lippantly; he dramatized his

feelings to' Gaznett‘ .

periencing the' thing.
13 night I succeedea 4

i
do a quarter of a. mile.
i 1907, P 69) £




N . ‘haul out of the (to.most pea‘ple) uninteniqxble' dialect
which I think them" and\the u:bane Garﬂett was probably

the ideal Eoil against whom Reynolds tried to redefine

I'rlmself as a spokesman for the unheard ﬂshemen'

mke Sburt, Reynqlas xajeeted ‘the Example presented

rything
Besides which 3 fau.n myself
of conclusj.ons, Hot for exp_

" {Roor_

- . fiction.




I.seem to. beputting down such ordinary
.'evéryday sokt of stuff, and hardly dare
“hope that: What. seems ordinary to-me, -now, . e . i
“won't seem’ S0 much ‘o other ‘people: i B 0 s i
I, get more-and more .impressed. by the S i
- immensity ‘of “the.commonplace, :and r ally -

: affected their uvenhood ‘and safety‘

He recorded Sne. !




* in gettinq -xnsh villaqets £0 “comnient’
11

about theix ‘cultyre.] i*he o




Réynolds quickly gxé:aped the principle that langtage |
holds ‘the key to a society's world. vlgw and that to see. s
with their:eyes he had to understand’ the sémantic: bases -of
local speech as it contrasted with, his owh middle class E

This is gometines ‘a; can}siﬂenbla advance on. the nere

tem "logie" for example, maaning dan 0% duu, turns ‘up in
a ssn!ence, "'Us ought to’ hae a- catch o‘ hernngs ehi.s here

loqie niqht J (Alongshore, g 13l. As wall Reynolds

Por example, "Yor 'm a fou]., v g pl
fule," less s hy
assezts tl’le Fact 5
"Thee't a fule; or. "Thee a't- a-fule! "
. would? he pokgn in“temper; ‘and’ ('_hé secon 2
:(Poox Man's. House, pp‘ BS 86).




In Under Town, I notice, a-gentleman’is
*.always gen'leman, a’workman OF. tramp is:
"man, hut the. fringers. the ‘inhabitants:

- . of the neutral zone'are called persons

- For example: ' ‘"That man what used .to . -

work for-the _council Ts.driving .about:the

gen'leman. as..5ta; Ath Mrs.. Smith -= the

person what used to keep the qreengrocery
shop to the:top.of High Street afore. h

;cnpk,the lodging. hou e.'on ‘East. cliff e

g rd

. From things vety £a|n;ll dr. or- intimate].y Ay
ot daily life, the definite articl

Of :in the
instead of

el




he: Luberwoods, tradition: of North' 2




“a‘high tenor. I ll\ake acuompanix!.en: an octave elow, whilst’,

h:.s uccupation

“ Reynoldsgqpotin’

1t io;
“what. he is sif gz, i waever impex‘fer:t
‘technically, S. ,sre an- expression
-han” an ‘excursion

- ds perpetual creation n
thmg created once and for all
live




.én"a: mackerel Lna (Paor Man's Hu\xae, pai62)

g Hardly a"big ‘catch for all’the Tast! fifby
years that he cannot revollect in all:
‘particulars:-- wha’ caught it, where and
“how they fished the: numpex: of- the. cal
and how it sold =- orice:he’ can track 1t
back ‘among -his crowded memories
(Alongshore),” pp: 166-167) ,

i,
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" Oceupational beliefs are also mentioned; in particular the

association made between human life and the tides:

Fish, whicrr‘are life to the fishermen, go
into the nets upor the £160d - tide;: dying:
fishermen 9o, out’ upon the, ebb’ == 0. it -is
ysaid.’" That: sort -of ‘thing sounds j.mp:essiven

- to & landsman, especially if he:be ‘poetical

but to'a 1onqsho:eman i{: 15 crude anough. ek
)3 4

(Alongshore 7Py

He évokes the feeling of ‘unrest in'a, community while it waits
for a drowned body ‘to appear; giving the related belief:

e women face upwa.rds. You
eqﬁ@ his time comes. " (Agori shore, p. 223)

sipin

& caught in their tr7wls (Alungshora, pp. 228—229) S
AN 'l‘he quality,of Reynolds vork is uneven from’ the

fonlo'isc' Boint o view. He 15 ge rally very sensitwex

t;o tlgh wn}' class differences are expressed and to any

g Seacombe people, hig fetchmq the ‘supper o fr‘gm the; Jug
and bm:tle outlet ut the hn(:el for example ::esul\ts\‘%nﬂ%




.. . another. indefinable promotion. - I am

not so imuch,now "thic, ther gen'leman tu .. -

Tony Widger‘ sulT am.riow. "ML Somand=so* e e
Ty e

- he'is proné to be

on to a mure
g

iniohs, :but






the” qu intness of the caricatuze 1like portrait that he must & B

give, since‘ the” man was 14k& that .-

ne of: the distlhﬂ:tions cf the book is. 1!:5 sustained

remarked Tripp, ["We had - go ga at it
83).

L.Lkewise 1 t‘ e liie ‘nistory.

e



rate: "'You Had- o put ycur ‘nod’ fcrtard - always forrard;




t be tolé --'not. they. ’L‘hlnks they kiows 1t

: Anegcties‘.of ‘the r.aml,{5

puhushed in the, ptevious year,




“in, any g\_aneral

7 Hotdce ﬂamaﬁa

. own connty. Harman was a: schoolm

this:




+his infomam'_-;' coniidence. of ,pamculaz relev,gnce to the

night, speakersTadduce




AS Soon, as “my’" :equest was made, a customet
- xeferxinq t one c£ tha company , saia, 5
'

hifn
" and - then ariin Ploigh and as ‘e g :
: Bdgks ﬂountrzside




Tne'mparmnt step of'gecnng a man's‘ Pplace also figures in

‘Mr. Tagpi g li.fe history fox the._sequenc Df employments

T .
4 and whern' T.-was a young bo-ey
‘ _1ook1n'< after.pigs at a .few penice a waik. ' . -
Q. then’, mifather ony had nirne’ -
.:and I remember when:he qct
¢ riz to ten;:fur .that Saturday when he - ~cone
) he showed mi mothe:‘ a half-sovereign;, ‘the
' v fust he. had ivver. had We: lived hard ‘then
" (Bucks. ounu-gsid 3

carry:a sack a haac “£ twas; too"
and £hat is’ what ‘I could ale.z




o -L\\to the bazn and’ was’ -duly img E l'hat su h

“are meorunt to. An .Lndivxdnal‘s s81f - iteel and are patt

; yard'to a pigsty
hai-uz was’ an ole Sow wi a’ litte P




said, "Yoii "y oufi 'rasca-l
iye eestetday “to_ hit me in

; Eman 8 sketcheg a:e convincinq

not avoid the mundane

¥hen T vas’ a young fellu; rked ar
the morning. tin 1eeat at: nigh\: nnd us: nivver
dt:to am a Living’ -and’’




Whalt U
e wi what they git n.ow-g-days
(Buck Cuuntgzsid

i S 1y the : Gant wunq felluz m ‘the: A
1 . ould :go ;a the' wux'k :he y ung fellurs
o 4o dt to live, "

e qim wum; be. told. They know *
begter ‘I see d, young fellul
tuther [da dna i ‘but ‘he vas' doin'. i

e AR




maxims

‘x-xe &ous. his jand vell, 56 he Had’ qood Teturns.
Hi5.yards’ were: alviz Full a stock ---ivvery

“He''done, his feeuls- weu,
vfur his yard wuz alwiz full a-dung

ye" faid the. land it 134 faidiyou..  You & go

to treeat it like ye treeat anythink else, and’
then.ye ull.git’ yur returns. If ye starve’ it

y.yeeur  and let. it:git overrun wi-waids
©and: ¥ubbigh; ‘then-ye git very little.increeas -
put in, hht

“talk,’ kS fuxther colhction of |

xeco’rd

: and

know, ot dapon e aperr ot b T G

and iand, will, speak €% ye as 't is7dmne bY,
i




éople 'e: an his walks. But to Hudson t,he natural h tory




B w111 appear. to. soém of my. readers that' ‘the
- {nterésting. Facts about wild life
about animal life, wild”and domestic gathere

e escription of the shepherd‘a cattaqa. p "1 1obked Eor the







2

.Mad shegnerds. o

howevex. 15 Hudson is openness wlth he. .

thing. else he had. to tell
of: ‘this, - or: becaus{e- He ‘could not: al










the followinq s gmtm, Sorie posslbly dev_ised by lludson,

ii%e and work® (pA zaa)




where
were unlike that: of ‘his
nd“the mud “adhered’ tc his,
u.naccounl:able) jas :

ther people's private affairs
d it of£iWith a.few




‘H 1330'5 and thie’ mee

labourer! s: sid_e,




hanh" and repose.




= on the mannex of xecctd1nq Joe 8. Oral zeclllectiol\sv 3

PQ: eous, whu had worked on a’ ;axm for expenence s ar youth

stayink; at his guest huuse‘ Joe was then fisty and thelx :

e was, certainly nqt effuslve WiEH me ;
ti i ‘neveriwent out: of ‘hisway to’talk with 'any .’

3% who sws(ed at The Eaves, being content. wd.thv %
s o b after ‘a yhile .’ i

iell Joe that he' was "putt‘lng doun ,'cnese tales






3 ;as‘squiukly as - pt mble. The'unly' scorie"s' of ch‘imhbod thac'-

ﬂguze prominently hexe,, as 'in the oral cancn generally, are :

of ~mischief “rigging butk /£ rap window-panes,

qlass; steaung potatdes, and in SarHanie, of the anmal .

license of "M:Lschief 1ght," Hay thh, when .. ¢ after 1

sdusk, the boys and ¥9, ths began o ccllect all ‘things: mvable

that they cduld find}and take theit to i£wo. recogmzed Qunping

places, L 3 “the'top of the vlllaqe the othexr in rownend
S Rl s Jc:e éxplai)zd’ patt of he."fun was o i :
abserve ‘the wrangles: next morx\inq as people reclatned their

j pmpszty. -some clainéd nore thyan they  had’ ,lost. usa

o tted fron the dral ‘Ganon, unless told in comié style,

dre memorates SOF Qmu:'tship) thls stirprises Porteous

. When Joe began courting T domot Kioy

¥ He was: mever one'to . talk’ much about: women,
“. ‘and as ‘a young man.did not, I think, Dother ~<.
* much with them o surely it would nave: core 2
out'in his gossip sometime: (p.. 57) i L i

o - "l L 0

Here Porteous may- be Anaying - en Andorfect. infex‘ence thmﬁgh

xestrlnted code of oral ren

“sone \E%pics. I




simple facti:'"
&

Why- should: o




any gresh ca;as were "

'lnnther favu rite bo

ad known 3

owr | Verac.\.t

olaim




Aa've never knowed tc dog like 'er. . ‘Oo.
were a masterpiece, though there were a’
. chap on :th!'next farm-as claimed 'e "ad.
- better. 00-used ta. fath cows,

hevgot. ‘there; 6o were wallin',a gap np, 4
just puttin! th* copers: {to
3 i 528




" owe much to’ The Wheelwrlght s Shog. It shcws,




rather than alnohq nat].ve autohmgraphezs. ‘He. is like a

de by ‘conscie;
lass of




of “"hanging . a: glumb-bo fromimy - nose"
when I erte hey. taught; me “the
eculiar art, of sharpening =

Tre ular ' teer.h




rkshop,. .when haste:.wis' more B
excellence of. warkmansliip




" ~televant: to.human: ends, vho'se mimbex"s were finely'adjnsted 3
“Hn t.heir relaticns to eachr other and o their® environ-ent. 27
vSuch sentt-enta, as .John }‘rasex has demunstxated, are = en—

.fuany.suu—_cs legacy. Ros ‘s sequel md Neighboux 3

"mon- rather thnn a thantabLoq aphy sxncé Lts attentlon

15 mal nutwards tO create a cmpxehensive acccunt ‘of -
vi.llage 'nfe., Xs.in his em—uez book, he has beén scmlatea :
: By contact with outside’enthusidsts for “the rural past, :
1s a born-aqam villager dxsuover&nq interest in things

ihe* haa pr viously taken fox: qranted. "the uta of my euly










"Like ‘the’ farn Hands they w&e aorduxoy
-trousers,: though not 5o 1hvar1ably tied
We:

index ‘the. Kriees




unsuspected skuls ai "George, an. clder 1abou:er who wotks

5nstv:uctor fiqura to hm.' In a temar.k whlc.h ny







* which are not admissible to his canon of ‘subjects that can
be written of: Hugh Barrett's'Eafly to Rige: " A Suffolk
Morning (1927) . the record of his teenaqe as-a pupil on

2 Suffolk farm in the 1930's, can illustrate these points.

. i The strangeness .of faxm lit’e to a beginner, the «
need to learn its words, technj\ques, nnd hiezarchies, qivea z

va certain -structure’ and momentum to all of these éccounts.

Barrett contrasta his own ignorance with: the self-assuredness

o£ Gecrqy, a local" boy of . hls own age wholbe.came his meqccr. P
“"he had the au‘thozity which knowlnq huw to do a’ ‘ﬂninq prope:ly

gives a- man. he had been at it-since fourteen and, had pruba‘bly

never had to think about how- %o hunesa a horse"..(p. 32y
Barrett 1ncludes a qood descxiption of .words of - command. foz
horses anong the elements of the "new languige” he has to

leam (p: 55)...He 1ems, by experiénce, ‘the power st.xuctura

the farmer, was firmly-at: ts

onthe ‘farms: "the "Guy'nor;"

peak bit he would c_npenly‘ seek"‘i:he ‘advice’of the he_a:f hcrse:

.
man, to whom, ‘equally, the other men would go. for advice

and ;uppoxt (Pp‘ 37 3a “Beiow him in the hierarchy veré:




&
g8 and’ goings were:
better ordéred than. I khew. ‘Tt was the

. \stable “first, and
vout to me:later on

sorry and-explained. that' I didn" t know, -
it took ‘several'days. before we were .

"'on kindly, terms: again:’ .To-Te. the row °

seemed out: ;sf pmportion, but. then I,




-rhen, when they let ie go-and I got to my - -
feet . ... the.men stood around in‘a‘ring

the top 'of their voices, "He's shod!
s shod -- The colt is.shod!"". "And
-now, "- said George, iyou've got to pay’
your ‘footing == a Qallon Df ‘beer: '11- do."
11 Y

as. assassed -4s . "a decent sort of -

and, at a word from George, ail shouted -
af




v

Fortunatély’ there ‘is nothing prissy about Barrett o that from

th work we -can get a more :ounded p:Lcture ‘of ‘men' .8 humour.

ﬂe lm:].udes beliefs about aphrudisxacs such as ducks' egqs %

and the scent- of beanflowers, givmq them in their: context




‘know-it-all boss suffered by not taking the tellér's good’ ' ;
3 advu:e (p: 136) . : 3 :

Because of Ais J.nte:mediate positiun hetween master

8 ocking ud mahners to’ sug e
- Bp.. 104= 105'




He alsé makes the important observation, confirmed

in, park”Rise to Candleford andelsewhere, that sociability . ~7':

™ \conf;ne;l to_public. places: - markets ‘and ‘sales

ahd the ‘pub; . parish room, ‘and’ their gardens,










“mine
m ight ha\fe sung, “nor. what. -
™ iact, théy

the 1mpenfecuon$ of/the 0ld:s,
_mutilate patch,




| Villages ‘of the Wiite Hots
fhame 2 imilarly reflect what people




His life. .
SN
“at fixst for

5. £or the financial support necessary

1iteratiire, and.

“in life, after s period . in. India -




foiku'ze; K £LELh Work; Round::
At foric Round:







! tice
hayand Broad:
¥ qu.‘t yuds dcmn thick WO







I ] ty. is hot: mm:h
superinn -0 aj nqther i the nterest of;

-usual: y exhibits ‘the richest treasures
~both . as :Egards the uman elemen and lld

only ifs. intarpretet
¥

be'the amo:g; with: Wl j,c h‘
setting ‘fo; in any given locali y At could’




r.o kriow, already. Nexther vere there

bazriers oF Eiass ‘onhosbtits be' overcome, " His . £aii farity”

40" Folk-8ongs of ‘the 'Uppdr. Thanes







The girl's fruéti&txon with,’er‘fachéf is.in itéelf a nice

vighette - Williams is good at the intarpl . vii:hin old-

but more mpor):ant “i's. *tha y that‘,

established couples =

:“amused :and ‘enticed:by WL iams! ‘panter,

the' old man began P




g7
q\xish Ng ure a; momexxt, a'(xd fin.‘l.s
c her, the_ he: woolk ‘anﬂ




ng’ge verybod
‘stick stan ing”inthe
T ccrn P R hqlding, ;t be: his

and.sat rigidiin t










e a series: .













er ganned and said "A"‘d"

1232) simnurly a. i ter,




wuuams nnte on'the origin of the name,
hat a 108a11y understood phrase,

H.es qecting the’ purchase price of A

decelved hy At 15 to: bé- mastexed by the teller. A shepher&,

s § one o' “.the 'Amsh;:r turmuts;. ya}know,
Dne o' thaay.as the'owl'' yeow. nibbles out
an’' - then-draps alamb aside on'it, an the
:lamb crapes into'n fer shelter:' Tha never
wants no shelters: up ther aside the’ turmut
uds. ' Tha gets ship as beg:as donkeys, .. /'
_yelleky. I got. some an 'em up.a. top ther,
":"how, look. ‘(White Horse, P 54 a7, .




soaked trouser

for the inﬂ-iara and

"lies'




it a b.lt o* bread,
(whité_ Horse:,"

cartgr, ‘had.a hand as ‘beg’
He was out in® tha ground-ohe”
an'ia yanted "

x
¢lled ‘em,.he’ werit: ‘up, "t hi;

yer.: wi‘ his fist, an\' knockea Ve,

flaf

owe
on.the: ground; an' th
- this cheer, An‘ he was. kx_lled




eating; one champion mower

qpartern. loaf ;i tyo"







P.
un awahy Wi tothers
Tha ust 0 saay t




- who™ had

kin as

an! went! whum an' tellegl -
41led the ‘devul n thady: went; a).ong Mi'nean’




~=-and’ £o-have: a: fresh p‘lece each’ time,
conseguently: ook ' 0. - thi
(Fdlk Songs), '




fracture 6

o (Hilt‘.lhi‘te vtlI_age r




noble. 1oxd enjoyed: disgui

+d Workman to:£ind out




1 Ie
A y the blessinq
back home ol







o wnes ‘1 tnis pst,iod 'Deat:hs a

ped downt. dend -at
dinnet-time. 4

g:arm . While 'Thomas: snule L€
his ‘pipe; half burnt




'aged bézt 3
Tex) ésgd £6 winter:

) With a sly
a knas :mq nod “of tha head
ig \Roun&'hbout P 137)

anin;scences ;u: concems the

pre:
vere-txying to yoke 3 big, bill to a;
fianure:cart, buf:, tryaskhe: “the
Lax




349

Adcoraxngly, ycu.n om . who was so: Einy that
4 good 'snort .of the beast might have. knocked:
hin dSwn, - took: the halter, cried "Hutt back:
to'the bull 7 and backeéd" it inte the” shafts
very  simply. and.easily. - Then-old Archek laughed
‘heartily at-‘the youngster:and told. him,to.come
into “the 'stalls,” and thereupon appointed him':
_fiastex of.thé-bull.and gave him three shunngs
a Veek in wages, ‘which was double the amcunt
received by. the.other boys who were Dlder ~than" g
bty p. 211)

_yp,? £ eto:y aéana out. Further

e




5.:212). . Other (:an:i-ony shows. the importance ®E i)fréqd'_in‘l

m&axét,’bul‘ ‘awters, barley-dampers and pot-cyek:
o d
be}:qq nade ‘on the hearth: "rItve bin for:a yeu an® nnt

X thu' wi' mi htead an'. very o(tsn nor. ;mch o! 38

sometimes







“One ‘of the! purpose:

been to develop




on<subject €6 many working class

T, may be' ‘dismissed’ 1n’i paragraph of even













must ‘also es:

s ‘solYtary childh
i =

cuse Her ko faiitastse, that things in n




ay -dowii_ths: Law!
s”‘the. Spage whexre
bread was depobited from the-tins, out of..”
a:auqhts -to ‘cool ; ‘where' the keys of
le and barn:were:dropped .for the
WS tragic: like ' -

lay ‘4t this end of - the d ess‘ez\
a p in. the house, %










th'r 3
explained ‘Susan impatiently,
1 At ;mow everything.







“£ound ‘a sti 2 tement’ and
ln rltlnq. ST entered a'world which existed ¥

Bills, of kitchen
by, the:
(p-




‘Flora

“The' Tiost " cele

of fictional autob

g D\mttz Ch}ld

her private thouqhts._ Even me nalng

ks
8 soundj.ng j.mprobably pastoral, was’
- the hamlet Of Jun per H!.ll Oxfordshire which t setved

- Y
_Her ‘three ﬂguks, Latk Rise Ovex £o Canﬂleforﬂ 4
and;C ford Green e not really., .
‘noveTs, ; though fiction plays 5 part in them.

here and.there. . Nor ‘are,they autobiography: :
‘pure and simple, for.the. personal: element is
‘evasive and obligue... Théy. are’better described .
péthaps,<as social’ history, t;hough that, again, d










- 'ought_not’ to.be boin.. : Al
“Ain't.he ‘d'size!' They aluays say, you.
know, that: that sort of ‘child i:
: on't ‘you go mindin' yhat ‘folks says
ahuut you, me:dears ~-It's only:the good
girls; like you, that.has ‘em; the’ nthers
,15 too artful" (p. 139y 7 i




45 open. to .t
most:people;, there .was
Heir. sharp: ears._(

big.g
haLr, 1n ‘a bright: blué t‘:ock billnwinq ove: =
1eld, - look#ng ‘fof mushrooms, and -,
& the gate taking his clay pipe-from
18 mDul:h to whisp rlbghind his and: to a
I

llll!St never, never, -
By SRy

in whiteh aira,’ as "wtiter" rather fhan _child, . gives th y













h e
g: salite a busy. neiqhbout‘j.
Justttit:kling e a bl







were::no good -to‘a working-man; “they

o 4

only made him discontented and‘saucyand
:loge:his job. he'd seen’ it happén agail
and. :aqain. (p +38):5

s prison’to; them, and” izam the very. bsqinning
they: counted. the yeaf; until they WOl be.
16)




‘e viththis ‘and it

and’ still Glides ‘the' Stream




hen talking over Dld times with these
hiey supplied her with details;she hid
orgotten, or had not known,.and: from

their varying viewpoints' threw crosslights
on’ happenings already inyher mind, - though .

hone of-them appeared- to'have ‘retained
hana” few 1solatéd impressions. (pp:




an actor)on :that bygone dcene.
compaman haa been Living:
“hers- had:




hatxgtox' "'l.e s a chaxam:e







rape" encapsulates the” bxagginq style of, adolescent boys.

which covers their virqihal fear of teal sexual encaunters

svery
t-wag.isaid he, couli
.glande: an’d» take the
nl

greer and pffect othex; domestic -disorders:
§o, when .came - to ‘the village on a. begging .
) trip,.and‘we heard his misical’gurgle : ..
; appxoadhing, ‘m&hey and fobd:was put on! the
* tops_Of ' the’ walls-%nd then' people. shut
themselves \lp in their privie\s (pp- 40~41r

5w







ure,- ‘ve:
‘bréathless e sanq




en, he §tars were! buqh: to'
guide the "Kings "through the -sfow; ahd'acrogs.the

;-farmyard ‘we could:-hear:the béasts in their sfall
We' weré given roast apples “and hot mince-ples
iin our nostrils. were!'spides Iikemyrrh, and:

* our: wooden. box, . as: weé “headed  back ‘£or- the Vil
there were qulden gif s”fl:r all ops 1 178-179




his chnd 5e1£ chroughouc cme' with Rosé ‘Spike Mays rarely
[ slips fully info chil hood perceptions; they are qeneral].y
tampered and. c mmented upon by the, voice of his aﬂult exée: i

ence. " Mays 'is’a sophistic fed ; an thor whose famuy snﬂnvetty

-inhis boyhood” prevented hi receivinq higher educati.on, but

‘Cin his mmdle years, after some years: asia cavalry trnoper

ive Hiles' from xunkum describee

.and partly St




the nmanner of-men's conversatxn

“hibhis discussed below. Seen;

:=T:;had spo,ued the !'ac of tty
Harriet”and ‘I thought, thét hecause‘ of my
finger-pnqglzn God might not. et her

) 3

ALl the peoplﬂl wis_£ona’ of died ‘inmy

dreans to ledve me"all alohd.: They

" f£loated in the''sky indbdxes; rejected
i« equally by heaven and hell becadse ofi
‘. the holes T had: bcred in theix; faces

with my ﬂnger. (p::







ocdlygirls ha zax:ti.cal xperl i
betqu puhe:ty* & ponéé

o
eserved that.intact “and imﬁnlate'atat'
thus far.ato the.ripe om age ml\(p year:

2) a




£00k my han
u.eezaa ity log!




O vas bursting vith pwwet and - pleasuxe.

- isat.on the: chopping-block and :sang '’

“Raged” th¢; Tempest™ .and: seVeral  other “hymns .
of that nature:: I went on singlnq till-long,

3 after supper-xtime, baw[in a].one ' the
(Cidex, pp. 255-256) i




vgsted Y the parso claining to hay recoqmzeq this ax ‘_' ) )

a Child. Several of hisianecdotes are anti—clerical, as
e

ate ‘some ‘ofthe mary rhynes cithd > e gives examples of 7 (770 S

| fly-1éaf inscripticns, a rhymed 11st of . local placz mmss, ST el

mxlitary parudies, vendors' z;hymes, ana others. ‘He also

"nakes several reféfénces,to singing -at work, quoting. ‘two: ‘-

7 %E . the bawdidr, st"anza's off “The Derbyauli, “ana 'afferinq

other scattered remarks, lagit that one man s xepertoire 2

: featured many songs of ships and sailors; possibly bediinn

i had never seen the. sea". (p. 1.27)

“This was cons:.dered to be an honnur, a !
token of appreciation of occupational,

“p owess .in ‘the fields or a._ tecagnition A

po
turned atslind eye: on. these uccas1ons. g

vays s ’h'onaured in Chis vay after. piding a runaway hoxse )

‘toa standstill. “mhe public house doss ok px‘operly belong

o £ h].s ‘childhood experftnce, therefore, but he offers sensible

commentary on its place ifi men's life. Pubs were "almost

gclusuely the. olobia’. 6 working men‘or male ad{ues'--'the g

omm\:mal quart pot exptessEd the pub's spirit of communu:as,

each :egulat patron: had. his ‘own seat, "never sat in. by: others"




(p.:138) ... Mays givesa-short:but chéra‘;t;eri’s"tic ‘repdering

of pub conversation anecdotes are tcld ‘of the quantities &

.‘ consumed by not: g drinkers. The. st ries are not new:

"Ev'nin! -all.’. Pint o' bitte:, missus.
. Then"seéing Cribby 'sitting chewing:a
“sign’ o'’ snow, ain' it, when
wd (hog ‘chewin' raw?" (p. 124)




grut, rat Jumpe owter. me basket. 01 clarred
(clawed) me - hand owt sharpish, ‘an!. dang me if

tﬂaiqht across ‘the. blada o'




Lee- suggests, "persona} histbrles are. e'veiybt:dy"s ,rape‘rty,"

b wxll be careful ‘that ‘what he tells abcut himselﬁ fits j.nto

(1966) is (:he tory of Hillyer s

‘labourer.:: . The' perio




"bette clasd, » but not. Very br1qht, farmers' sons who wem-.

t T
chere. the schoolmaster who, while seemg the boy s tal ts; ;




something: par(:icularly p:aiseworthy "won
7.add, !"And.they ‘aré not the sort: tha(: lﬁts
everybcdy know. ‘their husmesa, h (p. 52) 5




with espect,
ey are t:he gentry, but’




all ‘at’ a cottage or two
nok, qettinq off his horse’.
thufiping. wi
5 doqr ‘or the palings, which. ever, wais
est; until* somebody came”out.. 2
nerally” it was a womar,” the mer were
3 at" work, ‘andshe’ would’ §tand in the
~dogrwdy with her ‘hands respectﬁully
‘hidden "under, her - apron,” ha:
1S, questions witl )
MYed “my' Lo: A or,."Noi iy  Loxt




sip1 J.n workinq men’s. society. Bis fear yas due par:l e

x—.he'_ e




vt'eam, moving at the léader ‘s pace’

“air of the bedroom; ‘light
with:shirt:tails flappmq Jxo!
and. huddling

i, for example; in’Bordse Counﬁrx ‘By, the’







‘It 'seen, -Looking back te
“that.most of what, L rémember when' I was a
‘ i ummatfto‘ put:




ad. 50 do Mother,, an
ook,and ay /. 's sarti)







Jor stole. The devil. used

What. uil:h'ahort vittnls and hard wo:k he
~grew. that ‘shambly the .called hii
"Hoqgity-hoy, He's 'not’a man nor yet'a
boy!" but he never' took no.notice arld
vas soon ns ‘big. as-an; 24




X Father 1augh and -1l me o0ld: soi Will"
hetter on:the morre ‘and. I dun - know, ek
how many beans:m:

What, du:yu want: Eo ki
h ver head LD

nd ‘catched me :by ‘the back of- my neck saying,
. "Count these," and-I. thought o hall Eind

stbpping for. nunber” six.:
‘that vay. - fin H




The incident i¢ one of -a number. in the book in' which Baldry

recounts 1earﬁing that'it £ a boy's place to keep quiet,

l}se his eyes, and not ask questions.

This attitude €0 the ed\matmn ui bes, which o'

T It wWas the flrst thing I ever remembers < i
. ““.making and was:the start of a.lot élse, as ., . J i
I'Ve-set to and.made ‘most things. with my A .

. hands T've had a mind:to.ever. since, never’
:J:emg one to ‘be carr‘eq (p.r 22)




"Won er thunqht it == yew done that well.
Yew etter let e have that - Jjust what

2 But I.sezs, "No, I ain't a—going
to let anyone have: it,-I wants it myself,"
laughs ‘and iooks. at me and’sezs: ?
it, ‘boy," yuu be; 'a-feeling the ground .
undér yer feet if yew can't have a thing,
go.out and- find ,way to git 7 3= and when
v 3 78) ;

Yew: got to . t -ar
‘No good'. thinkin' fclks
- they font. (pp.’ L




I.had often wondered how wool was made into
“yarn and when I went-hay-trussing I found
: out,.; which show-'how one tthg will open yaur y . y o
‘eyés to'another all through' life -~ except g
for thén who goés. blind -all their days, yet .
thifiks they:'sees as:much: as the next -man, .- - -
5 much: at- school,, ‘but. ally 3
N out ‘to.pick:up what knowledge
- .T.could"and. ada a-1ittle: more: to.my stock. p. 1L

-

27018 Bil] cocked his eye at mé and ¢ adklad:
_thdught 'by"the

he
my xme that du t‘op the 'lot;







b ' "Don't yer
T, I'I1 sune ‘put yer Off.”




‘He shows himself a5 4"bay ‘aking

£h theoral “tragition. and




i3 their cow, "We,

- rubbed and p:obed- t 'em till they wer al Vclean nd -










VL. -

transitional £igure with some

" the genteel’ wor:




Lg‘h' pmvmea ‘sone dggree af

4 Generally abnent “£xom. ‘these wo

- of nostalgia fnr times past that seem more apparent in

the childhco autohioqraphias, and is no; douht an inevzl.table

ther th_e torie /czf‘

hayitig' weatHered the | -




T
oxal scanon c:f pe! onal reminiscence, these axe G :qu

ot baen arranged by ‘an

,:—a
done wu:h Georqe e




t]
thatching, .stackirig ‘
" 'work, ‘was:'to’ watch how other: people ; #
- and’ chen\ earn-your skill® py @txal ang; error.




of his developing ski;ls. He takes priﬂe in his ploughing

group-to-. atine and riticis

) t5 the. stable
" until nin lcck, Whern we had ‘a basin of
“bread-and-milk, and so td. bed. ‘Sométimes .

.other farm 'lads* aropped in, ‘for an hour'
* abother ‘times we walked across.to ‘the
.stables -

' “t0 ‘ours.




£ sameplaice"' JIndeéd it ‘was: lmpossible to
@bubt;- thére were -so' many people who knew

“these  people:or: "kney, eople eho- knéw- thesel
“people.™.  (p. H




f off its hj.nqes- [with her snout]. . He naiiéd a sqythe LR
S blade on. the botton. of the oo (B 62).. ’
X " .. Bs I have ﬂoted, ‘£his “iasa border are between

_countries and "differential 1dent1ty" ﬂguzed 1agge1y me

was a land: of Eiant and
Lincolnshire .Was overrun. w
boggarts; and for




-ale money." They h

idenitifiable as

(p. 85)..":




and co&us‘es.'taught by the' Wo'xkez's' Education. Association.

* He remains canservative. grateiul that subu:ban cnstomsrs '

ooon his ml.lk tound discuss the atts Wl.th him nm: ob erv}.ng

hristmas Tree was 'different, that wa;
charity, dn a way;-and a few of'the: stricter,
apel.people wouldn't have anything- to do.
):h it, (but. nol ody el




£n than in Hiliyerts 'sout ir: Literary forms ars
‘different, Kitchén writing avtobiography, while:Hill

ing: i George Baldry's.

If Brothet .to

‘than ‘Raynond Willians suggésts if remains of considerable;







epresenéauons in our "annm
a. patch, o’ this. one, with
’,: gaping: teeth of
11

where' clean’ sand -and; fresh
g ~zushes were regularl'y strewn on-the:
Ll e of -a-carpet,. and to
kéttles of milk 1




essed up: totsuit. ‘their fancy, d E
in & red ¢loak who,: saemed
ighténed at the:scene’ going on.
The ‘mimmers were never véry.

* cometo _the .shop and might ‘come -t
harm;".’ 8o she half opened. the doo and ;.
pu].lerl‘lhar e )
Bunyan s Dream”buc when the .r

: ddenly




ad. the advantages of a. 11hera1 hxaining
4 childho d and you:h. o 25)

'pa}:ish chu'rch', wmcn 1. know' to. be “Erd




After this he trustet

tobiography .as 2. -wh







“toughs' £rom the fown who' dxa‘ i€ for 'pr'cut., Such a dsz

\Nature 'made old
.made'. mm a Spnrtsman nd-‘a I Natura; ist. at
‘the same.‘timé.” I never met -any man who
was in closer. sympathy with'the wild "
‘creatnres about him; .and “never ‘dog or. child
“#cafie’ within 'his:'¥nfluence but- whatiwas -
permanently attracted by h:.s personality.,
(Editorial Note)




'.l‘hs ane;:dntes Ditchfield recaus of older peache:

sly. discretion! and dwll _sense of humourx hod'

poachera, ‘he
Bl
.\ fears) -are skulklnq creatures" vhu lack spoh:sma

S1ike spirit.
ares Hawker's me:nal,

however , 15 a most valua.ble
* fo1%] fe "autobiography. and dxsplays an unusuauy high levél
3 ot' pontical consclousnes

- a cussle betveen keepers and

poanhers,. for exanple, is dascri.bed is “this socxu Drama®
(p 14]. : It mong. Ln feeling with the" autobiognph:.es of

"Trade Union leaders or. Laboux u .5 who look back on’the,"

fo» ation of their polu-.ical px,im:iples as a- result o “their -

expet.lem:es oi wcrking class ufe. Ha\mpr, hnnever, i.s stul

counci} and ‘on the- chonl bolrd. He d.dentifles

isplay the!.r ;

11




hiln to. hear hls opinlons. His rhetorical

T ohce' ‘heard:,

¥ oney to. spend.
i but h:Ls jokes were-'as dry as his: Throat

Funny ‘men: T"have ‘ever mét’
"Gimm‘y," he says




Then he. (:old ‘me.a man-had . Just called him
a iar.: "I told him I'had a pair of ‘glasses
Qn thrdugh which I could’ see a -thousand -

v "




went to. work. at-a, .
it E0 o2

:séyeral by:Proofl . )
azch ‘and Apnl if ‘the ‘W ath




1 beqan tc cal
: ame... When he-was.
1 ‘stopped-calling and; t
' hindilegs. ‘I pressed’
“se.‘the Bullett beat

= thoughf_ the 3 younq man would have - ent mad
wlth Be Lig] ght, You u heneva 1t now, n't

£
min‘utés,‘}'wauxa, humour him )
by. Kindness .than Abusey (p 22)\




uld have a’Shedp's head and pluck
“the lot for a shilling ‘They' was-Called :
watch and seals. WO or f.h;ee wonen "would.

1t of meat,
years .of my I

ce “when composlng a\xtobi.c aphyA As a’gma example,

SR,

ine: of marriaqer after~the wedd ng Hawker

" biide!s brother

s soon’ as it wa ~opéning time. ve.: had:
« pint. oflalé. . 'Then I stood.with a Bra
Nev Wife and”an Empt: Pocket T would:
3 t ; q dnd Come




remarks’ about mca;‘w

ook It is: ent;iely hi\s
but; it was: ximt writt
Et

N paper. 4n_Okd ‘exetcise-books E
as at hanid ‘when' answeting ;some random que_stiop

o ‘of fiine.": Somgtimes, " ‘1ike d water:div
- hit th "




Thete Was ‘mahy - au

‘what he.had :to’ lern to be a-

Poacher.,+and theylmn;tlx "got- the' same ‘answeru
By experence‘ ¢ he'have fo. lern and hé




Well  teach. hin T: did,’ and T'found himia very.
+ apt:scholler; and. consider himone of the g
:vcle\narest men that there is.on the Job £0 day,
! o !

@
‘one - of “the best Palls.




hi
inging my L.Lfe to. the same end,.' 1
r MUSE, M e1f "4




that was verry humilia‘ting 0. me- 7
that. sort of thing wen éne u ailad
'stick fur life. (p. 30)%




k cradlutin,v“ as Bettemrth bears. vitnesn havjnq msat up

£ the classic folklifes,




,‘that his ralponse has been.’ "when. an old lun nke

Hilkins admits to pressuxe fxo- his 'biographer‘ tc maxe

the book 'mstrm:tlve as well as anecdotal, ‘but cla:hn < s “
elf is’ i

set dn\m to write'his life and adventures, he must be allowad

him fm bealtl.ng, other men' 5 ptaiae of his skiu Ls

quoted‘ = et .

- A _I do ‘not \lhh to boast, or draw thz ).p bml,
in describing. the events of my. Life; and, "

" indeed, -there are many gentlemen still llv!ng

* whocan’ testify to the absolute: truth.

*everything 1 relate in'this bqok pp. 18-19»

2 yural: worker of a reputation for




-of by keepers and pnachers m smur vayé. Iillkins praises




"I Kad a1w3ys thouqht: my father a hard ancl
stern rian; " with but little love for e,
but' knéw-better- from that time. 'So" I took
. his hand and: pressed it wmnly,
: nothinq tot say, tu:ned 1t pEE", hy a 1augh.

gpﬁ. 52+53)

fence fees ‘and - fines . - The country vas® convenient




brains enuuqh to’ tal ke him. ' He' said,
moTecyer; that| if evef I'did he would
me;’ but this was-all:

2 h.

I was quite $ure nd Cheshim mar® would- hurk,

. me, and;.as a mafter. of fact;: they never
did, or attempted o > i 3
‘fight; they always”saw “fair. play; and. backed’
me_on to thrash my lad.: It was only : i
“from strangers that I ha n >
in tha way of: ill-usage. Ap: 53).




Wilkins! autobis >graphy, -ai







. clever. sons e_ha . Gccd musiciansA




Keén' as' old. Mx nich i ¢
whip off'-a b\.\ckshe har of somethim; scmetu{es.
‘Boys were not perféct in these victéri n days.




Kir‘dfékci, . "The work- wa

. Fazriar Know, ot “People and Events,

is.a, 10ke to.s n\e, today. The' horses:
had- to’'go.right tn ‘the -hedge dnd the back

Walte:s wuuld pull’and weig] h the-
about. Himself: to get ‘it just right. :
“-a’changé; today

tuaght by those mei:




ith's! ‘:'.s{de"' :




maste: your: fire and. guage
... your metal and you 'can make anything.  ‘If
;you have pati How_true he ‘was: (p. 17)

ot “bum; ped up £ty ould 1aok spind.
little thinn

dt The: boy-
g i waérshut, 'you cansee.
s where it _was \not was the aﬁs»:;; ' You tould‘ %




they ‘may. be ‘temd' "‘fmx{f‘mncaﬂcn 7sv.ories for in them the




. you. shquld not ‘have Bpoken fo him \|

Like that, Gay, he i a big shot.; I

¢ réplied so’am I only my waistcoat is ,pub
on “the ‘buttons dlgferenip so'don't et i
such men take, the i s&-out of' (p. 54) -

ot fair to 3 man Aigd his work ',
nd: some 'said’n hall ‘pick.m
do kind of chinq,
= would find fault wﬂ:h his
'job~ whigh: Somet ines he kn:

“have to!
e 1ike a-scdlde




-friend he !
uslness “on my:‘own. - -Don' t. et customers..
-£1ind’ faul of your Job, never ‘mind if’the:

+ Black mit § Krms,’ you can rink all.the
“. ‘best iyou want. ‘aft eain he eve ng




craft. Patience the best tool




is’ that 1;; Ls Emerson 5 ompos£t1 n and not. t.he orally
3 ‘narrated life history it appears to be. No infomatxon is
g:l.ven -about the: circumstances of u:s zecoxdmg, thie rélation-

‘ship betieen infomant ahd: transcriber, or

At would puzzle’you ‘to-tell
‘twould puzzle me anyhovz'




" “the" manner: of pex'sonal expe:xenu l\axnblbn. A rsg;ong;

Theén ived

.--along with’ his :unt ‘he's a- bastard; --
and he knew a ground-lark's.neast thai

(p. 4)

f <-was.along his piece.

Scence,: introduces us =3 the ebullient suli of'




4 autobiographx the Mame luqqer Fleet od P ﬂe used the

i and ~the 'dur, icn oE eaqh mp. ixis Eeﬁse of the




countryman on your: usr. ¥o; ai;e.

shouu 5 t the he‘ad, mddle, ‘or tail: of e solitary herrinq

[th ‘songs ng stagdnnces, inéluding




! While hi_ a onnts of work’ are given

detail they scmetimes give, an. meressinn of h







hqo v

a J::eqinning, ang

guddles . an rub-—hags,
ed

TItvwas’ unlucky
if you o, »
i

t noswise; they nearly
g rain, them wann}.n do.: (p. 132)

“ start.to'sea on a Friday, so we' all’went 'and
T ‘the custum house, and got' a sh:.llun

) SoIme ex(:ent "d:.splaye

'te'xt’ of ‘use is. alaq shovm Dialecbal “terms




power :o .a; ect !.s appaxent; he decided when to

mq and th

& smé ae ail' The whul.e “bcount is ‘an engagmg blend o

“The next- day mornin the Sun’ rose clear

o then ‘shut ‘up;. that, me\ant wet, -the-lord < 1%

‘L sadd; ‘sotwe- went ting of barley. 'I' ..
liked that, for s [unmarxied: .- .
girls]- come rolling, " They have'big xakes, \
and pull the. swathes, into ringes,’ rolling

A S nge; ‘pulling tyo

3 . yards from the ‘right and £W0 yards from

: the-left. (pp. 153—1541 C R




ssy. Similarly hls disqust

. There wa’s ‘no tllinq 4n; ﬂxat‘ . like to gec
~.a.belly. £ull; and+'not; to “fee ‘though I'd
hj.sznng past a: cockshbp and 1lcking
70)

. ‘noise;, parhaps quarrelling, during a stom while their

;father was at: sea




‘me axia ny. bxoenex Jnas ndnors luckinq

stiff’ at(:er he died, ‘and_ that:meant there' a
be" ‘another .corpse ‘#herdrafore’ six months’was.
burned  one light every night along
R Tcotpse, in the upstairs -foom;: they '
" cauldn't get h:lm downsturs. (pp. B4-285)




| the"oral ‘style dnto &

autobiography. -

Cwith whom He: p].ayed, hi.

teen, and alreaﬂy “at WO




2 pertikler wuh the ldsses” (p-,

. At least \:wc l:éux'tships were :oken uff by the q:rl

gdi'nq into servic it the najor easun fot the sequenca

of g1r1 5eems te ave been h).s selecuvitr "I wasvgettinq ;

4 big strapping chap. (:hen, 61 bequn‘ to be abit mord .

102 anong Fis cxxtena'or

a 1fe wete that .she. be 3

nice behavea® - (R 102),, " and. shoild

-1'9.3) !

ot arry as miuiner's shop on her hack"'(pp 19

that's au

‘wery g Hret T ety in'every’ :
but ;. arter.a bit, T got so I used to %
ut of a nighi,/an get “hal 2




~exi:stence. The.bond wivh

% "!ou re allust along with Jne, ey
you dcn‘t sleep along with him

‘ oo . W " g vent cuttmg 4 new deek: fnr the commissianexs
i c .-+, Joe’told me ‘on it." He'allust seemed . to know ;
hat ‘jobs wag 'a-going.~=Ihe heerd:a lot. at the
public-hous d $ {p. 196)- " :




“Hoi dc:'you )cnow T ain't od?" NI
. dunrio, what You ‘are? on't you vish
she 'say










475 -

vir
-

" t . :
On Reading Biography ang Autobiography |
oy v

»
However, 'apparently "unliterary" and "oral” in style

an autobxography may be n: has not ‘entirely escaped bemg

shaped by, 1ts author t conce t of what is proper to auto—

. blogtaphy as a 1item:y qenre¢ Bx‘cept thh prlvar_ely pr_inted

books, editorial 1nf1uence has usually also been braught o Tt

mrketabxlxty of <the work.\ It is essem:;él therqfo:e tc

when ‘it appears -as an autobiogiaphy and thé follnwxng ‘is thus

a review'of récent literary discussion of autobiography as w
a form; the questions posed. aboit autobiographies by some:

nodern 1iterary ctitics.are fouid to be in ‘many ways. idéhtical
wlth of complementary te, those raised by anthzapolaglsts,
socxal historians; and;ifolklorists; these dxsc;plin:?vull

" a1sdhe reviewed in turn‘in-temms of their .approachef to’the-

various kmds of writing about 1ndlv1dua1 lives.' Fi ally

I wJ.ll suggest the story catégories which _seem to form an  *
,oral canonfor personal remmscence among English- rural

waxkexs .




N -

0 I.°‘Litérary approaches to Autbbiography i .

The act*of writing an autobiography has not always

" seemed the natural or understandable thing to do that it

does at the present.. Literary historians have c:aceé ‘the

tisen app ximately 1600 and 18 30, ‘by which time wn.ters

e “to be worklnq thhln ‘an estahlished qenre. Liohel.

“of hlmself as an Jndlvidual.

EE T R did not sippose that he might be.an
. -object of.interest to-his fellow men not
. for the.reason that;he had-achievéd ‘some-
5 thing notable or been witness to great
- events but simply because as an individual’ <
. he.was of éonsequence:, ",

& - . . . . 4 *
mri'uing quotes: the soc1a1 historiah Christopher Hill's

¢ @] -conment on the qreater sénse .of individualién appearing in

housang and fuzmsmngs in the seventeenth century:

s
More rooms in better-off peasam-. homes,
" ) % ugé of glags in windows.‘. . 'use of ¢oal
. [ o . - 'in grates, replacement of benches by
. ‘chairs--all this made possible greater
. ’comfort and pnvacy for atleast the upper

W
rise of a modern sense ‘of ‘the individual to the pariod be- -

v




* half of the ‘population.’ Privacy,con- :
. N tributed to the introspection and soul-
« searching of radical Puritanism, to the 1 #
‘keeping of diaries and spiritual journals. -

If mtmspecuon and life mtmg really depénds on pnvacy B

it should be -xe 2 that rural luu urers were one of "’

‘the last groups in Enqlxsh socxety to exper;ence

fluence.’, As many Victorian § rnalists and clergymen ‘wers . -

slept with him-in. the: same hed “'master and man, a custom
common in old. times, lonq_since generally disused”.(Life of

the E”xelds, By 30).

= ufe in the forecastle, and in the woodscamps and- o e
£ bunkhouses of  North Amenca, sm\llarly cramped indwidual -

freedams, as mlitaxy barxacks life stlll does. Cobbett's

nutobiography records.someof the'typical difficulties of

£rying to'write in such avsltuatio
.

5 I had ho mcment of time that I could call oy
. 3 my own; and T-Had to.read and to.write s, &

2 . ', amidst; the ‘talking; laughing, $inging,.

el whistling and brawling of at leéast half. ~- . ..

a score of - the most, thoughtless’ of ‘men, - i
S and that, too, in the hours of their . ° = .°, %

freedom £rom all cohtrol. (Prngress of s 4
- a Plough-Boy, p: 23) s




' Of course military organizations, like reu:;io'us oxders,

.have an intergst in r‘epréssing‘pxiva’:e, oss:.bly suhvers;ve
thinking, and in such g arz.anqements wheze even the
keeping of ' notebook is vieved with suspicion it ig not L

surprlsinq iE autobiographxes 3

ron ‘the. 1ng: ranks are few,

(1577), is "almost or quite unptecedente

; Enqlami e in Assu.mnq piblic cur os1ty -about - n lives "'".'

Gf privatemen sinply-as 1ives’ (s, 17).. e, associates e’

rise'of autobiography with the genéral muvemqnt fromide=

ductlve tc 1nduct1ve habxts of" thought befoxe 1500

the unpulse to subsume discrehe facts und‘ x'
general prihciples ‘and individual human
beings wrder types'sé8ms  to have been almost
universals. .Nor, Chaucer's: Tre Troilus‘and 4
Canterbury Tales :to one sideu -does.. there

appear to have been anyspecial. readingss

in England to value'individual:differences. .
(bp.” 16- 17) ol it ok




,vmé ‘14 te ‘of the seve cantury, as.,
ve have seeri, Still dealt with types rather than in-

‘dividuals’ Sh\m\aker cxtES‘ the ‘new; factox's that had come |

ahaut by 1800 ‘and, which' contrxbuted to the establishment of o

: the invention-of pnncm' and:the a; covery

of a ma}r.-'s'vari!d audience; Puutanlsm's e(amxnation of psychic

" statesg prmutlvxsm, ‘which dirscted attention- to natural

of thought whxch led to more

S rather than causes, iogr ical- i

" suiggests. Inductlve tmnk;mg, howevex ‘'the v;ev‘a'that

Truth, lnstead uf belng already known i

1ts esﬂentxals v

could en].y be- digcovered by the siow accunmlatio ;nf

i particulars" (p. 297, had the ‘effect.of. making the lives of

&éven the most ordinary of peo\plefof xm:e:est and use.

. This” 15, of course the 1daa be}und Sturt

‘and.a pr]_nclple of

O ntempoxary social science, yet it re-;
gt dou.btful i e‘&e

at ‘the presem: the cgmmn" man,, or:

woman Fuity accepts the propoﬁ‘itxon. Bavard. DiTves: hasv ‘

nm:ed that cna problem facxng the oral mstcrian is in

: ‘convlnﬁ.nq the sayerage” Lpersun that Fiis or het stoty 15 B Py

worth telllnq R L B O




A med.{mn claL-xng sincerity and aut]unticity. must be *how
The answer can only be ‘that -mbmgtaphy Sy

5.7 The layman's c,omptmn of hhtoxy R

bezn so condifioned by the "great man/ . o
ficant event" approach that it is:. Fa X

Rt equently difficult for an ordinary mortal 53

to. believe that anyoge is really interested ~

in ‘unremarkable .

¥ has. been by thie: ‘Figid-~

.In England this
itles of ‘tha. class systen “Folklife ‘utnbloqraplues are
xtten by indxvid\mls vho tzeat themselves as types

l

llpon t.heir occuputians Iy
Taised ‘by i ¥, as

.The al

- ttue ia it?"
ntains dif(erent kinds of mth. nny of which nze -only

partial; “some are lncendzd hy an aumor, othu:s emtqav £
‘ despite his onissions:or attempts to mislesd the reader,. i

or even to deceive hin&s‘exr e relatire tmch nf auto

Eince o




E RN 4:mbmgrapny is.a shapinq of the'past,

issues_they have ‘raised, concentrating on problems of

o undexstandxng the flctoru that condition the form And

content of ‘folklife utabicgraphy. i 7

The: first distortion of “truth®-in any aumucgnphy

I 45" 4. fnsvitabl con of \ghe -ise ‘Wayne

hll call!d *the redllctxc.n cf heutoqeneity’,‘: in whxch the

autobmg-raphex lalactl, from: t.he vastness af random; N

o peu.ence, the people; event®, puce:m of ‘life;. he w:.ll

‘traat as "s%ql\lf;cant " - Roy Pa'cal compg:ea this uelectmn

v, Sihe

imposes ‘a pattern.on a life, constructs’
oci o it'a coherent. smry (Danigﬂ and
- ~. - Truth, p. 9).

But. th‘e'-stbry, he points ‘out, falsifies by giving'a unef
.v . nar:atxve pxoqteuaxon to zvem:s and iqu'esuons thnt may
;mye been expenenced sx.;mlta_negnsly (Duizg and mt-_h, x
SR 73).' Both critics cite .H. Hudson's obsérvation that
"it is an illusion to think t.he few_things distinctly -

xemembered and vx;ualised are pxecxsely t.hou which ve:e
g

mut uvportant in our 1 fs Memoxy Xs often stocked with

X
K, '*tuuu, illogical: smge it ‘s ntha: f.he investing Of

--theue wn-_h signiiica ce by the ' ad\llt persopality, stxbfing




v

"L .appa rent without it

lige,

tg impose a pattern th: ‘ugh wh;,ch to undexstand

which nges them a new kirdof: Erubh? ag a ptujectlcn ’

J of more: consmered “attitudes and values, of uxe wr).ter o
(neugn and T:uth, B 90 ¥5 o e 2 | Q0 e x

et el Fuesell in. The! Gx:eat Wax and Modexn Melmrzs
“'hag discussed the usé by dxa:xs&s and auwbiographara of.

His' b st example 1s f_h

great number of E‘ust wezl.d war rlters of all ranks and

: levels of/literary’ sophis.}:icat on of Bunyan & mhe Pilgrinis”

; 'mrugress to give shape to their experience of trendh warfare

i real to thesé writers but: cabne tu seen the” onl.y terns that

. 4nd.enable . then wa/ comniinicate- it. Fussell points out me

& unposs1bility in'a literaté or even’'semi-literate” sucxety,

of recordinq expenence without ‘some literature h%akmg m"

§ (Pussell, p. 173)" .and Bunyan' s, "Slough of Despond" and

"Valley of the Shadm of'- Death“ became ‘not’ only gruesomely

c(mlzi expla:_n’the.\..r sxtuatxon.

It is odd’ and wonderful that front-line
experience should ape the pattern’ of the
one “book ‘everybody' knew. Or to put it
“perhaps.more’ accurately, front-lineex-
,yerxence seered" to ‘available. for- -




Fao chuaxen in her. Derbyshire farmhouse.

o ;1" interpretation ‘Lhen WErhe ssesinin: s15edy
. paxts-oi it :esembled ‘the action of Pilgz‘lm's
o * ggress. (Fussell, pp. 138~ )

onev suspects t_hey

were enjoyed more ‘as '’ ?ood sisries than for t:helz ré:

lnspiratlcnv at 1east\ one lxterary schular has: recently

& on’£he closbries ‘the

ure's ‘of Bunyan"

heroto the secular Eolktales of giants and other ;uvulq:l.naty ’

hc::ors that the buok} was deslgned td supplant.

0f cQurse ‘no sxngle paradigm can. suffwe to explain

usness, cf ll.fe. Whaﬁ t—he literary theorist

of ‘the ,"trur_hs percewed thxough these beuef and valuie, (e

systems. The, sociolijiguist Basxl Bernstein has noted how, "

VR A

The speech. sy
_.a function of
‘out ‘selective

> relevant in" the Envircmlnent. v § S 1

stem’ of., unguietic code - itselt
the “social’ structure, . ma v i .
1y for the. xndi;n.dual what'is . Vil




g PR S N “ s tis"7]
“In oral autobxogtaphy e have already seendiow Sturt dis-
o

covezed ‘that Betteswo tlcad aif ghi‘, 2 %

. not knowing-at this ' time  how. he h Qe
. ttavelledl nor yet e){pectinq a kmd of
1autoblography from the 0ld man, I{vas
tryipg to.make him:tell of other.matters;
which:proved irrelevant. to his subject::: L
(Bettesworth Bouk,, b.- 45)

Zuteblo

have as the

s 'impucmy or-explicitly making war Ls heu the-old.

gove::ns hu selectmn of ‘'what ha ccnsxdera apprcpnate

and ‘memorates wu:h whu:h to. persuade, his 1zstener

on reader. But agai the “tznth“ is 1esa to be suught in®

the spec:.fxcs of the wntex: s rhatcncal illustratxons than s

Cin'his broader a:qumem: wxuch teflects his; culture,

Sl lpersonallty, and expenence“ i




i P re'nder‘ without: "over-wxicin'q;"_ imputing aﬂul:‘pe:-

ceptwns £o the ehild (Pascal, PP so-az), and e 'auﬂmr's\

y ) “normally settled posuncn may make ﬂnm no longex Ahle t/:

understand hls earher dnves, stresses,» and \mce ta‘lnty

el B ) t-_he fact ;hat they haia :eached a: Btable
3 PR, doal may bring -them to'depict the past. !

: S . 'i"asileading too - inevitably to its out=:
. s come v, (Pascul, 72)

at's ‘ondone is I} onsarten"
Y

{Eon of ghe Fanl, p. 377, “in oempatison with the satufied

Sy mne of th ions to The Rabhlt Skin Cap and I Walked

By N:Lght, oz the' followu\g, £ron Gaius Carley:”
esirere N i

A Such had:. béen. my- 1i€e " {n’ the Forge as: &
- " Village blacksmith and when I'lay. down. my.
. %1 "7 penand. the ring of thé anvil for:the
. . . .~lastitime tells me it is my last job'I
o Bt s ‘- thank my Creator for. giving'me the ability.
¥ 3 *. to.do a man's job (Memoixs of Gaius
Carlez, B 67)’ S R

an aatcbxchaphy, the end;ng fomula == but! :.t is nocahle N ot 1 A




renialn very-much "in chax:acter,“ in. their - closinq :amarks,

as. memhers of the craft wihich provlded thei: origxnal salf—

'jusuﬁcation for wxmng of, themselves ac L, as the'

"l(ing cf the Noxﬁolk Puachersv says in his vAledJ.ctmn

(in a passage I have qua\ted be fore)"

7 I have exausted my kna:u qe, Dear Reader,
.:andhave no more to rite, so.I must-bring

“"'this"life’ Story to a.close ‘as I am think ﬂ

_of: bringing my Life to the same end, only; -

T know I:-must make myself content to the

_finish. (I Walked By Night, p. ;,83)

'endurance may, he recaued aqai

“And the'foreman -standin’' there says, 'No, " .
0ld. Fred *'ve worked pole-pullin'" 'long o¥
me thi¥ty :year, and I never knowed 'n:flich’:

“yef. " 'No," I says, "and T ben't gwine
to now." "{ettesworth 'Book, ‘p. 324)




Caey

of ‘al} kinds is-a reminder. that:some of the habits®of

it are. not ii'n}ite':r‘

exclision to. be fotad in the "oraic

. korit, t)muqh ey ‘may b mr% projpuliced there: LHe TN

consmers the t:reatment of parents, chndren, and maxriaqe
“in autobiography. Paxencs, he findg, 'are generally txegtea :
Ui gredt: detail, sometimes with "'appanmg Erankness” be-

‘: cause of - t_ha].x‘ m\pott e in Cln.ld.hood and also because

7 tney:are often dead by he. tme of writing, fresing. the

e autobmgraphet to be lavish in his praise o: blame: ‘(Shumaker , <

3 pp. 42-43)., Leahe Stephen, has noted the prominence of

“"the'sacked vision of the mother" in' the, childhood chapterg -

©of aﬁtnbioqraphy, andin wo:)ung-class recolleccluns of

: % : famlly Life'Aujustns messopp's Femsikthat
o ey
Whatever memoriés they have of tenderness
‘pity; or:'sympathy, thesg all have to do - .
with their’‘mothers. - The fathers séem to

have beken a- terror' to'the rising sl
g generation -and only that.: (Arcadx, pod8) ", il

¥ . ; 7

is ‘amply borne out in the written versions .as.well asiin)
. a » e ¥ o . & & 5
thé¥oral’ remiziscences hé was 'r‘ef.:ring to.. .As we have | | P |

g seen w:l.th‘ the“thatcher, ‘Norman Goodland, and the gamxeeper, : i

Jonin Wilxfns, tﬁe fathex aifta suipiged stiong "pusitianal
authority" which allgwed no avestioning of his dec).sxons,

and there was somethmg of ‘an aggresslve, comgetitxve edge




wds, apprenticed to his father.  As with George Baldry and
< his 'father in the ‘episode of the handmade basket, fathers

 may Nell have felt that \:hey had. to be tough: with thelr

Marrxage is usually brushed off thh & gy
o ¥ gesture. Anthony: T:ollope says ‘merely, .
P My marriage was like the marriage of W

P ‘other people, and of no special interest
to Anyone except my wife.and me."

. : romantic love isalso hsually . «
t:eated -as none of the" worl 's buslness. " e N
‘(Shumﬂker P )

. mentloned a(: all urQess some dlstuptlve inc1dent demunds

2 tell:mg ‘of: them, and respect foz pnvacy may zestuct

‘. apparent causes avcudance cf the descnptmn of the;

nity,:

‘aytobiographer 's personal app ice and ‘mannerisms. -

nothex of shumakez:'

bservations shauld be kept in mind

30 as,a-qenet‘alv cau}:xpx{' about interpretation: the amount. of
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attention given in.the text to a particular relationship .
is often’ mt in propoxuon to its actual significance for

t.he ind 1V1dual : ) %

L

“in the maxn, casual ‘associations ‘are llkely . - B4
.to-be.spoken of at greater-length than i
. habitual ones, mich as.the typical family ; o
album contains chiefly photographs taken
5 on vacations. (Sh\m\aker, p. 42)

We certainly £ind more portaituré .of workmates and employers

than'of wives in worlfng men's éhronicles.”

The establishment by the author of the main subject

for his autobiography, e.g. "The Progress af a Plough-boy

to'a Seat in Parliament," beyond the excision of what is
deemed extraneous to his theme; also involves an attitude

takén tovard thé pattern discerned in his life, and a sense

b of the expectatlons of the audience ‘for whcm he is writing.
5 T E - ALl these. sickoka compromise the "Lruth®, ct it 1 told
i~ Folkhfe auwbzugraphles usually fall 1nto the cateqory
Shimaker defines as "non-subjective” (p. 54); they re more g
'vrrecnrd's of 'things ddne than things £hought; their ‘attention
is directed tovard social life rather ‘than’inward psychic
states, feelmqs are enbodied’ and made implicit in actions

xathet than dlscussed through interior monologue. %his

style of antabiography. is obviously not restricted to rural.




. Fa;tunately many folklife autoblographxe 3

8 of hoth k)nd'

490

workers but is also favoured by*politicians, military
officers, explorers, and other practical men. Autobio- 2
graphies of the opposite tendency would be those which

analyze the inner life: "'l'he Gi‘awth Of a’Poet's. Soul,"

concam elmnenth

mthm them, though the n;ner Eeellngs may.

have to" be probed f'r by a; senmt;ve reaqu.

" The @ractxcal cast of rost’ folklife aumb;o&;zaphy,‘

however, is: arnved at through a number of pzessurea. ' 5

" have already suggested the aiffidence with which the

“common man” thinks of the interest of his life to others

‘of ‘more. formal education and higher social class. ‘Fred:
Kitchen seens 'afraid-'of writing "above his station” -

a deferentxal attltude revealmg his este:e chl.ldhood ol

" and cuts -short an - account of a ku; to a perfomnce of

Macbeth with tpxs remark: : C e w t o

Bnt I _must get back tn our "'osses," for e g
we've:stayed too long .in thé theatre, g
-and my story isa story:of "'osses and
* farm chaps," ‘and ought not ‘to take in
highfalut.&n sﬁbjects. (Brother to the -
ox, 70)

constraint on what is ‘considered appropriate. subject.matter.




and lunlting ‘is. subject’ mat:ez,

ot :nis book ‘o ihe. had been persuaded to write itby his | -

LY R s A

 His being aifarn labourer, after seemng to hin at: first 3

life,

g 1nterest. \

491

Like many folklife autobi (and the are

pax‘ticulaz‘ly sensitive to this) he is writlng partly in

tesponse to the pub].u: stereotype of lus occupation, tastes,‘

and intellect, and th).s has the effect of both focussxng

ntchen, ever- humbly apnlogénc, tells at the end

And' then our Lizzie said: "Why not ‘try

. writing a.book? Lots 'of folk qet ‘their
lives into print ncwadays. so.why not, a
farm labourer?"

I thoughc.a bit, and I thought ‘a‘bif.; for
I'couldn't see how anyone would be inter—
ested in a farmer- joskin. ... . (p. 244)

» ) i

tb d;squahfy him from wntxng, becomes hia :ust;fxcation

for bnngmg himself bsfure ‘the puhll Unusual or little "“

written of occupata.ons, “auch as 70le catcmng,” fanily and
village msmry,. or ‘simply. knowledge of the "old’ way of

12 ore typlcal justifications ‘nade by. folklife auto-

biog:aphers. Bllt l.h ‘is rare Eor any of them to accept the / i

propo._ tion that a "(self v any self has an mtr;nsxc




ment to- have been parod1ed in- Flann O'Er.\en s, w:u:ty spoof P
,aumbioq:aphy Th_g gg; gg;n, ¥

“Constantly on chuacters‘ hps and applled to the most

maudlin’ sxbrends bearisg

492

\ «

Roy Pascal has observed “the efergence in the
. & B i "
nineteenth century of a sense.of "time lost"'as a.particular

motivation for autobiography::

Whaltsis” ew in-the’ nineteenth century:i
historical consciousness t?t the time
p!

described has riow altered; fone beyond Te-
i dall; - Countleéss autobiogriphies set out 4o
;! déscribe ci that are a

vanished: The fantastically rapid trans s
formation of Western -society, above all: - .: L et

through ‘industrialization,. has affected
“everything.-- the -old comminity of leLa
and -small town, ties; tools, manpers;.
‘religious and moral outlooks and behaviour',
Over:and over again mén write about their

- childhood and youth, often fu: ‘their ‘grand-
children, to.explain historical circum- , :
stances utterly remote from thé ‘experience .-

oflater generations. -(Pascal, pp. 56-57) .

Of ‘course the rise of interest in-folk traditioh has’ con-

tributed-laféely to'éhis; the sévgral west'of ‘Ireland ;

autohxoqraphms d1sp1ay ‘a smllar enough conncnon &

fostered by’ the cutslde enthusxasts for thelr folk culture

. that meur’like w111 not ‘be there, agam, o the senti-

3 l.n whxch the phx‘ase is,

banal- Bltuatxon

vet the .sense of




change was/ actually expex)gnced, has‘a use in mn.ug an L ¢ % ¢

author more aware of the gap in \experience and asu\mptxons

wewe e betueenfiumelf asd-hin® ai and: hence

him ta 'be more extensive in Ins déscriptions. of the cmmon-

'puc % "Sure’ avaxyhody k.noys um:' i

§ famxliar,

1 A o “fmstrating, !eapenae often made h_y Folklife autob oq:aphex‘s

to. thgix edu:uu when' preased as tc why the'y have not ‘ex-

3 e 5 'As Hexbert Eulpezt hau qﬁuove:ed, nvar many yeaxi of %

ginig university stuc 't ibe the Folk txadn:ion : i

of their native comunlnes, 1% is ‘generally those thmqs

. most ﬂken for granted, and hence mvxs:.ble to thenuelves, i
h
that outsiders will npst"nee&:r:é kngu ix order to understand -

. . the éom:pity culture. But this pressure from puténtial

< .users of the material -- folklorists, historians, anthro-

pologists - inposes ifs own Kind of distortion. ‘Life: . £ 55

3 records are-often C i ically and ¥ ) cally

by the additlon, it ‘ditonal insistence,’ of’ whut - may seg\’

e 2 to theu authors to be tnvxahnes. Though uzban cntxcs

b . : wiu applaud t.hesa aa 1ch_1y textu:ed de ails of o ryday




i . T

“an autob}.ography for ‘what lite:ary critics’ nomauy aist

parage as. n:s sccmlogn.cal mterest' whx}.e personally

dlsdalnlnq ag "pmus platituﬂes" ’o: ourgems senumentanr.y

passages whiah the autho: may have cans:.dered his n\ost

obkusly :Lt 5 one of the values of thelx' work.s ‘that, they

reflect them, bt Rose s orﬂxodcx paxrotlng ot l:he opinions:

‘of the Return to Husband:y schowl represants a geileral.

qe: in. autcblograpbles st;nmlated by Dutslae nthusust “

what he had

'qm, based on a revivalist ecmc, tu "see

ideds: of John Ruskinj but Rose's plulosophy Ls not

necessanly ﬂ survlval into, thxs ‘ce tury of, olde: folk




oy sl

‘So far I have discussed vario\ls kinds of 'untrnth! FR S R

cxuted in autobiogupny as. a result " o: the Authbx s need

to turn hete ience into _wzanve. : P

o' fwo complementary. themes recur:in oral and wri\;;en Fe-

“as an azchatypn pattern which e ’y aumbiuqraphe:s have 2 iy Fod B

Euund apt to picture the movement from Lnnocance to adult
14

cperiands il usuluainn she is able to demonst:acq

some s\u:ptisingly nmlax passages in tecduections nf 3

 childhood,

hich’ contlin qaery fruit’ (especialiy penches), 3 oy

> ,,sunsm.ne, and:a sense or t.u-exessnesa, and offers" good . R

for theu— ptennee, l-ong them, f_hat gardene and Lntm— 7

it apecuve thought have long been linked in Heltezn llterqzy

: tzadlnon. The lvailahil.lty o the Christlan myth 5 &

%
Frank ‘Kendon;

: chapte: oni, chudhooa autobiegrnphias._




¢ v %
why Adam ’nxd

" (The snaly xea:s, p. 1735 and leven. George s

Baldry zemembenng the garden he was allowed tol: plam;A -

"we dxd not: value time in them d,ays,

s it seem to a chud

2 etermty\co play in, (Rabbxt Skm

even Lauue Lee, besiﬂes the lte autobioqraphies surveyed.

: by Lifson. : Baldry § :emark ‘n eter,nity 5. sandwiched between :

,practmal pxublems of" keepzng the, ens from scratchmg out

- his seeds .

hich were only wild: flowers anyway 1nce they

had no mney for 'yﬂung mnre “and did not $0° much a know L

‘'seed could e bought. Unlxke the uubjects of - mlddle-class

autabxographles, ho. seem to have w:Lshed to prolong ‘the r.

chudhpod ag ‘an endless qolden snmmer 1&3{11 t.he attex\txcn

lass® child:en 15 r:emembered as’ havi g b‘een &

S e g & gazden full of wild
;'Elowers e eldest was foreman
gardener, i "They can Xl

+and make plenty c:f n01sé == I'1l,




. cow." We found up an’' old, stum‘p of a
% brush and a piebe or two of-stick and °
. . +soon ‘rubbed- and; probsd at 'em till they
(' were all clean’.and- thought: we)was rare
. 27

i 7 Haldle® | 3 men. ' (Rabbit Skin Cap,p

‘are ccmic misadvem:ur 5, mischief and escapades as opposed

o the’ mbre dreamy 'mag:m tive, often sol;tary play re-

- dourse. this

‘membexed by mlddle-class authors

'role of mschleg stories as |

: t urned ‘to ‘elow.

1 stmction’

may hava as much to. do th:hJ the d;.ffeten(: tylxstic convent:.ons o 4

T of chxldhood but the :mmdem:a related wm:h most dellqht .
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as; retiremsn remuves the 1ndividua1 from the netwotk of v, Sop wmln

responsihiuties and the deaths of contemporaries remind him

of’ lus mr\:al].ty‘ an'teous s s\xb'ect, "chucklmg Joe,"

- "Things then werena hke what “they are'naa.
. Thirty, no thirty—five yedrs--ago,"  (hé:was
telling me thig in 1935) “down at ‘th' mill
<. were: like a playground.’ Sverybody Was . W
‘allus playin tricks, an' th' 0ld Boss, we:e ¥
: as'badas anybody.- Naa’ u:'s all'get as.. ..
-much’, out:-0' anybody -as‘yo' con. It may. 7.
be ‘avreet for a chap'as is retired, naa,:
‘but for a fellow ‘as ‘'as ta- keep at it,
" it's-non.like' it used ta be." (L‘huckllng
Joe, pi 93) %

a) and: Porteous was ble (-.

always about £61k.  -"What became’of ‘So-and-
, didna’you know? -00's dead. " Oo.
were a :;up\ un, reet." (pp.183-184) K

[ imamamy




*for ‘autobiography’ or the village histories which substitute,

Sor it in‘writers such a John’ Ward. il &

These oonvantxon‘al sentments, however, should be

recoqnued fo.r what ‘they arer a reading. of life Sro- a

pe:spactlve of age: As with. the mxtlucal Golden Aqe vhlch
:eeedes inb:r the past ever further as ‘it is sought, each-

ganeranon\ 'ms Eatad ) di( ver for M:uel! the lcss of

commumty. Rscantly psychiutrists have begun to Apprec:.ate

the] tnatapeutis 'sfests of avtobis g hy for aldarly people

‘land'a acientiﬁ litaratuxe hns gtwn up. on the use of ‘the

W15«

5 "uie teview.

mnle utaruy cxxtiexsl is Lnterestzd in

4 other dxeczplmel. therazy crxt:,qs are ‘used to dea.\inq
with truth as.a relatiVe quality; Shumaker cites a central’

comment. on

b hy which draws at “to ‘the Kinds
of "truth" contained in the textire of ambxognphy sven
PHillp Gilbert"

when® 1ts text is bhuntly ﬂct.ltious

¥ Bamen:on adremazkad.'

- himself all alonq, merely. by his w-y of
»telunq thinqs. . {Shumake: 50, )

= ‘txuf.h" of aut.obieguphy it is so at a différent 1eve; f£rom: -




distortmns of the truth! belong o’
‘the values of autobiography and axre
1ling ‘as the truth. (Pascal, %

o autobloqzaphles cffex an \mparall.ele

sight’ ‘into the mode of ‘con iciousness.

not factuall ‘true, or.pnly partly txue,
it jalways 'ls true evidence of - the:




concern with autobiographical taxts, whether written or
. oral].y récordell, as a refléction of the. soclg;y or mllt\l,:e

=K to which. their authors belonq. % .

repres ntative mem.ber of h‘is culture. Native autabloqraphias i

we:e seen at first'as a supplemem: (:o mre genaral J&hn

1cgical desctiption! because tbey might reveal otheruise o
inaccessible: aspecca Tof - uulture, Paul Radin. one’ oi the
o : pinneers Ln their use, dascribed i autob.logzﬂphies

. | memorably as- offeung an'inside view of . e cultgxe.'lp_'

3 Later anthropologists interested in "culture and —pe:son;uuy'
added a largér psychulogical ucnponent to their anialysis in

order to onsid such as the rel g P+ hetvegn

the instit‘ptlnns of a society - and the typlcnl k!.nd.s of .

yp:oach to autobxognphies has focuned on theLr erate

haracteristicﬂ as ra:crds of an‘d L 4

.an’alien mode nE thouqh(:. Th three apprcacha! msrge to




T e e

Fortunately the: large anthropolog].cal literature

on ‘autobio ies, " 1 its

" or "life hl.stol‘:.es,

has been well surveyed by L.L. Langness in.'The Life History
in Anthrogologlcal Seience, a history of trends folloved in

the use of the 11fe hlstury methnd t}us work has :ecently

been’ supplmented by, leesx An Anthx:onnlaa-n al Appr to

mg:aghz, by Langness and Gelya Frank, o P:iot to Langness

there had'been several 'x C

nts, of ogy. ;

vhich. had: ¢he'ain of putting life msm:y ‘collection ‘and’

study on a‘more ob:ethe hase in azder tha('. p;eper com—

2 " parisan uf fmdmgs could be made. \ an ea:ly criticism of« <
. the methud had bgen that the sympathxes interests, and
persoha].lty of the mvesngaca: sometimes: gave a haphazard:

*Ghasacker to the perional document produced, and that two

" r,espar_qhsrs might come away itk quxta different material
-+ from the same informant.. John Dollard's Criteria for ‘the

Life History' (1935),*% yag the first statemént of method,

and his seven principles, aimed at securing data on how
culture. influenced ge;sbnalicy are snu fundanental; his
approach .can perhaps‘ be-‘ summed up in his phrase: “ye want

i Y to know how a new person is'added. to, the gxaup" (Criteria,
B+ 277) ./, ‘Though he is.not an anthropologist, Gox'don W

Allpoxt's The Use of Personal AAn Psy"hf\‘ ogical

science (1942)° goes beyond puxely psychological consider-+ :

[
7
1




ations, in also discussing the methodology of the life

history. The most and still unsurpassed

|
[ evaluation of the problems and virtues of the approach {
is Clyde Kluckhohn's "The Personal Document in Anthrop-

ological ‘Science" (1945):20 & work which should also be

read as a menual of general Sleldiork practice by, any: |

folklorist of ethnologlst.

RS 3 While'l»ha‘l'e been using the terms "autobiography"

"life history” as though' they.were s'ynonymus it is

y o consider some’ di énces Betweer thém, even

though such differences may pruve to be only in degree %

rather than in kind.  The autébiography is, of course, .  ~
normally produced at the individual's volition (though
often encouraged by Others), while a life history is a | .

document constructed through the collaboration of an in-’

' formait.and an investigator. The subject of a life history -, 1

has, in theory, been''selected for his representativeness of g

some' age group, Gocupation, or'status within hig culture;
his articulateness and willingness to go-operate will also

have been considered; the autobiographer selects himself - 2

and ma'y have much or: little to offer. In reality, xi‘&ckhohn

remarks, anthfopologists have been Tess scrupulous in their

choice of xnfomnt




Ingfany cases, there are indications that
ubject or subjects were hardly

"selected" at all. The ethnographer's
interpreter or the old man who hung around

- the agency or anyone else who ‘happened to
be at hand was-used, with little attention
to representativeness or to bearing upon
other problems. .(p. 115)

ad ahove, autobic israphex sometime.a huve a keen pet-
ceptian of what ‘their aumence expects of them. Life .
lusmry subjacts are often guided di:ectly or 1ndx:ect1y

/ to ducussmq topics which the invenngatnr sees as havmg

/ genexal utility in the description of culture and personality:

‘the-life cycle of birth, puberty, marriage, parenthood, death,
as well as the topics of work, religion, po1iucs and social
life. The autobiographer'may have:given no thought tosome
of these categories.of expe_rﬁerine_ or-he may suppress his
faalijije -akout; pnslor, BHAE of them as not proper to his

/’. "sense of what ;n'autobiagraphy:‘n;o.nlxi reveal. ‘A further
1mporbant distinction’ dis that hfe histories i-mve 1n the

main been collected from people to whom exténded narrauve
introspec mn is not an established cult:uul forn; as 3
Kluckhohn has ‘observed,’ this is not slmply a matter of

1 xterac




The existence of diaries as an approved

means of salf—express).on and the matw- . .
ations for keeping them are linked. --'

for. our. society, -- with other configurations \
of Western cultire: our special kind of,
"individualism," our ccnneptualxzatmﬂs .
of time.? -“(p. -104) 1 K 5 o

Most Western wnters of autcbwqtaphl.es, however "na:we,

’nperate with.m a shared canon of. autohxographical uonvennons.

"Wc?king m f.o:e:.gn languaqes is.an’ add;nonal dlfficplty faced

By l{lany
have to be fm-nmé through th

616 qxsts, the s' of " the sub)éct may

el “and vocahul

of an interpreter, as well as those of the analyst, wu:h a

 consequent logs in definition’of precise shades of meaning. °
(K1ickhohn, pp. 122-124). i
Other considerations are common:to life histories
recorded ip ‘the exotic cultires usually studied by’anthro-
pologists and the more ‘familiar societies' studied by 'folk=: . :
lorists. A primary question is-as to'how. theinformation -

px‘esented ina Life history s shaped by factors in the S

_actual circu.lnstances of performance
the 1nformant s attitude toward. the
Kluckhohn says; it d)e 1nvestlgator

as "a father fxgure or. .a son, f1gure

he.mast make al,'lnv‘ances for _this'in,

and, xacordlng, such as
1nvast1qator, as

feels hxmself classified
or'a whme  man figure":

1nterpret1ng the&:herxal YE e

£




 presented" ‘(p. 122)'. The fieldworker must undarstand-the

a streaii of - discourse reco:ded in an u\ter— )
action’between -the ‘informant ‘and an- inter- %
viewer which inclides personal experience:
narratives -and comn\en;.a:y y the“informant:.
on’his- 1i: msmrp

'mus sense Of. the l:Lfe humry, u}uch owes much ‘to Kluckhohn s,

but. .

.8 fcrm thai: emerqes

The 11fe hlstory is," T believe, the
person conceptualxzes the:stream of 81
perience that”constitutes his Life ‘as: He-. .
knows -it, ‘in accordunce with the demahds : ¢ 1




E

E 'and narratives is'less

" (Allpert, pi 135).
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Frank d.ou‘ht:s that' many mdlv;duals “fomulate a complece - " ¥ :

autobmgraphy in thexr heads, carrying the:ur conrplete 11£e

story intact from hegmn:mg to end" (p: 86) . and I agree.

It is my 1mpressxon I:hab, when faced w:.th a. s;.tnat:.on wh:.ch o

demands autobioqrap}ucal narrat).on, an mfoxmant sazac'

. The past conqeals “into fxmly set mnemonm R
fornis. :One thinks-of one's childhood as
+-unhappy ‘or tdyllic, or uneventful,‘and with
this-leading motif in mind,: 'specific ifages,
levents, and .even :certain contrasting. ex-
".¢. . -periences that, relieved -the ‘monotony . ar
" selected forretention. (pp: 135= 136)

As né contlnues to: say,, the 'r‘elatiy‘gf “truth nf‘thes,e.’ﬂ\lelmi‘i‘e_s

certaz.n manner L

n \dhlch the infomant structures and recalls his llfe




I think you're g e right way about it
because you' re; co n&gwa the'chaps ‘1ike me
e hstening to'what ‘I've got to!
and -I've’ acquxred a lot. of 'm s
by- listening .in the past to:older
1i, 'If you'want to learn anything
orld you go; like Jesus-did,’ when.
: into."the temple; Jesus started the *
nght idea’ look. ' He went into'the temple .
didn't he, and wHat:did he do? ~He'sat amorg
- the learned ‘men, didn't he‘ 'Picked their-.
i brains,2 : N i,

unable ‘to tell me out I fe in he waaas camps because of "

ol Now just. what are we. going to’ do he:e sale
Ft's rio Good ‘me‘talking about. the woods:be—
cduse this; man, ﬁe s not goan +0-know.




_ fof his condui and quesuons of just where he has bee ™.

% x ;‘placed ? C].early the 1n£omnt develops hxs own . strabegy

of ‘response based on his’ petceptmn of sub;ect and purpose

of . the interview, the pe:sona of the: 1nb§rvlewer, and other.

R o vauables.

'anal §ig.." Frank has‘sugge te&

b0 may even bé said that thE conventlons of

discourse: frame -the stoty as‘much as _the:
. story):presumed 'intdct in ‘thé subject’ ’
_mind, govezns what wxll be disclosed. ' (p. 85)

e xnd:.vxdual is COnd\.\Ctlnq ﬂn rgument in" h;s own behalf

for: hls read:L g of evem:s, and he salects his illustrat;ons

‘a cordmgly. Close reading ofhe taxt is'nece sary to. un~

m spxte £ hxmself maxely by the way he; gues, ghe

asaoclations he makes between thmgs, the tenox of

._'1anquaga, ven).as Kluckhohn noted;: his bo,;uy expressmns

"cove:: the kind 'Of xnfomanon bemg gi,ven by- the mforman(:, v




o Kluckhohn also observeﬂ that “Every lnngnage is

a: system ‘of, zmg and+ t ing

{p. 112), and recomended that at 1east one Long episode ba

recorded in: the nat ve 1anquage, xat.her than tha in=

vestigator s, fur aﬁp: is

Of course, lf the tsxt s to be reated in

Kluckhuhn had also anticipated

duectlon by the collectax:.

thm i




noting the other things he associates or equates it -

wi’thf ot s g i

The "symbol&sm" of a word, consists in the ‘
. ‘fact that no ‘one ‘quite ust
/mere -dictionary sense. 4
of a usage: are revealéd—"by the company. it
keeps” in the uttei nces of @ g1ven speaker ;
or write. - . .

ffetent cnntexts

in which he consldezed the term’ “clever"' .

to be approprtate tg descr1he one of his a).uht:.es thouqh he
tock ful; credit for other £amwnrk slulls idn which he wag

'"a clevez chap,” charming was fferent, it “was not "c].ever

and he’ felt that' it vould. beywrong of i o cxam any . o W ETLG

: ‘ j :
Om:e agam, Klnckhohn has anti‘i.pated this attempt

.to go heyond the manifest nont m: of .in ex'vxew

The.'balance between seeing too- h.ttle ind et T ;
seeing. too much is a very'nice one: . .. S el
- What -the’informant doés: not -say, whe

and
" how = he gays what he does, may ha\:e for'the




logical analysls
(. 146)

£ re rded intexvlews

‘' sexvations" -~

. subtleties of Both

o © to'that of the explicit content. -,

lose reading of this nature alsc demands fu:Ll publicntlo

Everybody saya "the sane’ thing ‘and takes

* ‘opportunity’ of saying'it; and-'yet it

‘tedipus because one:knows: that::it. ig"a’ hing
so

\;ral and--psycho-
an -ihportance eqial -
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Kluckhchn squests an’ Ldeal three




k s e e nest, thie’ talk goes off. Yet eyén with . XN
the preparhtlon for it, I dare ndt set S
down anything like all thaf I can\remember ~ GE ;
‘of- this kind Of ‘thing as -it has -been- said. L s A
‘during the last.few.days, - It must rather. ..~ 1 o ¢ ]
. " be imagined, a&s. f£illing in the spaces be: :
ey ; 3 . tweei ‘the following fraqll\en(:s [he gives -
ol s - exanples. of gardenin k], ana_!exp‘r" :
Bettesworth Book, pp.. zsu-zsl) Y i

kind nf talk was nn nheqra]. part oi 5

and had to bet 1ndmated hwever

"dull" md platitudlnous" £E would seem to the :eade A

ohn’ rema:ks t_th while extensxvely edxted

: s!mllarly Kluck

ufe hlstor s 'serve ‘the popular “interest we]. ;) "the ser).ous

vl student wants to knoww at firsthind on what suhjects the: aopi». &
"B 97). :

‘afa tuasomely repeat mmsel

The var ety' £ iopl 's:in Jhuman 11fe on ‘which life

'historiés “may rovme 1nformat10n ik lmutles ' theory

“put u éachindividual case .there .are .l.x.ksly

“due €5 dlcsynerasy, represslon, ‘orsimply’ th

the cancept in “the cult;ure. Kluckhohn suggests snme‘ of the

naily cimside:ea . 'the life history may Fontain

Al ‘,‘questmns i

< fnew’ cusmms, belxef's, art:.facts." data ‘on the "hxstoxy

{3 T o e tr.lhe," Qétails ot the envxmr\ment (op” 133+134)

'It may show the ranqe of pemltted Val').atlon - n soqul be—




", abpea 'on” dulture’ cnange and :.rmovatmn-

As a whc].é t.he

I S5 1 s‘ch ).nfntmation

of the

quas tior

Kluckhohn ks "What ‘sozt of

¥is own. experience and-“that of “some,
| of_his associates have démonstrated ‘the
| difficulties of igetting satisfying life .’
hxstones from * individuals. .Thers
s’ something to -the view that happy in-.. ' -
dividuals, like ‘happy: nations,”haveno

histories, - at.least they .feel thenselves
;have none. On'the-othexr-hand, the in-

tragedxes or: who ‘feels that he has
:.,'heen’persistent. isunderStood, wants to. 2
{."let Off steam, " Likewise, a person who.
g7 conceives his. life to -have been fulliof *
unusual. adventures oxr accompllshmencs, who,
‘s proud.of his history -— hé‘also-is’
ready. to, talk But none of these‘are"




avexage ~Tien' OF. womeni riox :are thuse =
‘paxtially. acculturated. mdxviduuls who.'do

° ot? feel -thoxoughly: at hoae in ‘either theil‘
own'or ‘the qontact Gulture’.: (Kl.uckhahn( P.

“The' same conside:atmnsw/pply to Engnsh folklx'fe u‘

biographi,es Pred md(an, :

descrabed as examples of "qxal hxst




. views: “The history of -the ora

= Village Liiu and Labou:

] saurcee as vell n the mo: e
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cited. FolKlore and oral kistory have much in common, from
their reliance on the use of oral interviews to "create”
new sources of information tjo their common. focus on the
peasant and working classes as either carriers of ‘folk -

t.radit'ion-or as the "human dimension" normally excluded by

" orthodox historiography. < Oral: hiscozy studies, ‘as carried out

in Britaxn in particulax, have often, had a socz.alxst, some-

hmejkr, have : q!:erg_ been

hxsto:y "jmwmnc

well surveyed by Paul"Thomps ix‘; The vaace' of The Past:

oral nisr_og and neéd nbf.sbe u—eated haxa; the Hurk of some
recent oral hxstorians, Buccessors to’ the rural fol.p.;fe
interest begun by Thomas- Hxl}er, ceozqe sturt, nsxciay
Iil].s and or.herq, shnuld howeve.r be untxuned .

E v* The ‘Hutory werkshn ,' a qroup of utudents and

teacheru at Ruskin Cellege, Dxfoxd, hu p:odueed two volumas.
§35) aid Mine‘zsl bﬂga'rgxgn and
§a1twor.ker (1977) 27 ina pro)ected m:&n on working clasa i

< i
ufe, rura} dna \xrbm, dr.avung on

¥
sua]. t thtica; z'econis.

e sazies, cut .mes the;

,phael Samuel, general ecutor uf

£ "pscple 8 histcry" as be ng tq desc ibe "fundkmenr.a].

t 1n sbcial life

= work and class xelatiou, ‘sex roles :




and family life, popular culture and education” (Vulag

Life, p. xix), 'in order t& "bring histoty closex to. the
central ‘concerns of people's livés." .-The a priori assulnptiun
of these "socialist historians’ that this will be a tecprd

of. "zesfstance to o‘ppressic’n"- casts: ddibt  on- the ‘objectivity

of their mcerpzeta‘ ons} nevertheless, Samuel is ;mmned

*. in-pointing ‘to the mherent runsrticulated biss! in’ the othez

dlrectxon contamed n "che more

grd;marily used by hlstotxans : Samuel's o

Roughs '+ | Life: and Labouz in® Headinqton Quat

partxcularly interestin gtudy of a mcro—economy" the

vaxxety of extra ]Obs, ‘exc nqen, chantable folk customs,

and gathenng, mcluding ) achi‘ng, Which supplemented the

. Offlclal wage structure in an English village (vulage Life,

Part Four). The publ cations of the Eistory Workshop are;

likely 6" be. of contmumg inte!est to. folklﬂrasts.

The most conslstently excellent studies in Oral

hibtory hava been Wiftten b

Y eorge Bvart Evans of the folk‘-‘ £

life of East‘}mgliﬂ.‘

‘pzevmus one;;
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as historical."”® He is also, like so many others, trying
to locate the decisive moment of change frém “traditional®
£0 "modern" socisty in the pre First World War era. One

-reason. for liis siccess in eliciting such rich oral testi-

monies. i§ that he uUnderstands,what interésts people, and-

what' they feel able. to talk of: -

Expenence ‘here ‘and .elsewhere has o
. [+7., for -many ‘péople-the ‘concept ‘0
the past is an ahstraction with littlel
‘meaning for them, 'But the history. of
the development of " their 'own: work has ab-
- sorbing interest: , it”speaks to their own
- condition, -appeals to them in a segment Gf
life where they can respond.2

<k

Another of Evans s qualltles has. been well assessed by Paul

* hompson; Evans has. Ehe" art of ‘breseiiting transc:xbed speech
in a way which, while he has Supplied punctuatmn grd 511ent1.y

-edxted, "preserves the cexture of ghe speech" (Thompson,

B. 200).

i hompscn s praxse for Evans is simultaneohsly a

criticism of the- "transcripts da by Ronald

Bl.ythe in Akenfield.(1969),.which "magde an anernatlonal

14 'rary success of Sutfulk oral history with less careful

schwla:shxp" (Thompson, P. 79)% As 'I'h‘mpson says, the ‘work
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village" is also inven.ted. Blythe has taken ‘he trappings

‘of oral history without g1v1ng its -substance. "
Attention to the detau of an* 1nforn\ant‘s speech Ls

}ndxspensable to oral h:Lst:onans as it is to-. folklorists

if the f:me!‘ nuance Of attitude a:e to be dlscetned.

Thompson observes that. Henry Maynéw, the great Vi torian
w30

‘lnvastxgator of nmdon l.abbur ‘and tne London Ponr,

g\ushed by the Tenigth at’ wh:u:h he quoces

. his 1nfmrmants

5 He ‘seems. to-have felt a réspect for his
informants Whith was very rare among in-
- vestigators of hxs time. ‘His comments show : ',
both emotional sympathy and a willingness
to listen to their views. -Indeed, h.l.s
changing standpoint shows that: he.was
genuinely prepared £o -be influenced by
- them. ‘N6 doubt this.attitude helped him ..~
: 'to be'accepted into working-class family
homes. and-receive their life-stories and’ "
elings. 'And,-significantly, it was
-linked to_an unusual ‘goncern’ with theu
exact words. {Thompson, p: 35)

Mayhew took a ste‘ographer with, luni to. »nterviews. As i
have argued above, tms quahty cf respectful attentxon to:
fthe man encountered, wh:Lle in lus presence ind wbaEn preparing
ca recc:d of what he said, distinguishes Geotge Sturt ftom his

progemtors xn the varm s genras of wntxng about countzyman. »




-witcheratt accusatxuns in the’ co\mty of Bssex in che seven- .

"Pe!sonal .documents” can be of Other kinds ‘than

smply “those created in an intexview. ' Though oral xustomms

“ have made a valid pohucal ax:qument against.a history B

written entu-ely from documents, there has been a mvemem: X

mong French and Enghsh hlstonans, 1n the last twenty yea s

to rehabllitate doct ’entaxy sources by reintezpzenng the

a1 anchxopolug

in the light ‘of concepts €aken from s

Hence: thé deposxuans of thnesses at trials, diar: es

accopnit ‘books, | ana other wzitings have been seaxched far\ i

the. world views or that are” :.mph.cit in t.hem.

’.['he aim cf thl.s school of hxstorxans

to wn.te hlstoty that

is bether grounded in the socxal ccntext. Kel.t_h Thomas s

Religion and' the Decline of Magic 97, ety study ‘ot

'sxxteent)\ and” seventesnth century popular magic, astrolcgy,

and witcheraft, is the fmest exampfe of ‘this approach Blan
Mdofazlane, trained by THonas, has shour the” usefulness of "
madels developed in stmhes of modern gfrlcun wn:chcraft for ..

‘ial tensicns that were t

understandmg the S0

teenth century. 3 -mus ‘new, .mcexes o histor:.ans in'a’

subject matter on whlch fblklorlsts have long: worked, bu.th

ll.ttle academc recogn ticn, is a welcome sign of lncreaslng

eclectic ;m in. the humani.t).es anid social scienc 5. Two

Jo\unals Past & Present,/and Anna1e54

Econonu.es, sooi tés, -




Civilisations, are identified particularly with this method 4 oo

of interpreting social history thxbugn anthropological

paradigns  usually in conjunction with aemugzapmc studies. 2%

o - 1ndu:ate someth.lng of :nsﬁf chriess of thlé)approach to

| shaillfocus here ‘on twio partu:ularly

7 .. personal’ doguments

of: documentry, records; Both .- L1 .-

_of;uhich bnng xnﬂ _"duals ‘From. past ages’ before tne readen

R g surpzlslnq detail and clari

e Montail].ou ‘The Bronige and of Error (1975;

descnbed the

trans. 1978) Emmanuel ¢ Roy Ladu: e ha.

' everyday life of a fourteenth ces tury French vlllage through

the recoz‘ds of an 1nqulsl’c,ion of a 1Dcal sect of hezetlcs.

A iy .whua the source m1ght seem unpromislnq for revealmq the % %

.,mundane details o folklife; Le Roy Ladurie 'S method of :

~readan the documents§: ~= thnesses evidence, and hithy

"cxrc\im,sbantial s r_evelamry in the way he brings togetki

ia‘L“"" i:omv '}- : the,
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'qssumptions. It is. an almost da "txng. axample af che amount

'af J.nfomanon a parscnal document whethe: legal: test.lmn

canbéfade &' yleld

’wziter or \speaker. Mentmn af‘ some:. nf the chaptez headinqs




will indicate this xange: "Body Language'and Sex,

‘
-chudhaod and other ages 1n‘ 1 fe,", "Death m Montalllou.

2 "Concepts of T:.me and Space, "Magic and the ather world.

Thé t:l.tles \:Lnd).cate the 1nf1uence of anthropole

‘Bélibaste Fled r_hzaugh the ﬁems, w1thout by

shoes’ for' two.leaques; hé 1left: some O

" clothes in the bed where he had s oot tha i hnk 2o

night. ~So he must have taken cEa romble - . g

o undress before he went to:l R,

‘Arnapd Sicre ‘tells-how.: i . he shared ‘a

bed with pelibaste. The informer notes. ., 7

*that -Belibaste :took: off his shirt.but
.not his underpants ;. an. cbservatxon that :
‘suggests -that Arnaud elf was less :
prudish and had'taken®off all his clothes
L Ap.:143)

wu;h the same’ attenhon he has also comhed

discover hew the v;llagers conceptualxzed t).me divisicns,

au:al or physlolchcal referem:es e
siich’ as after sunset, gm:iall( at-the




el n the raxs of the sun 3 black book ‘a8 long as’ ‘my" own: hand !

: (p. 262)

by penetrating’ the . "mental ‘life¥:and “att

'af people: in tne past. His major gstudy in b

armer as well ds.a clenc —-\‘15 ‘assembled througha’ readmg ;

dz ;1y life of med:.eval Vlllagers i5; created~ he ‘aptly, de-

'mergxman An Essax i Hxstorlcal Anthrcgologx_ (1970)

‘licqtinn. Hacfarlane takes up the standard anthropologxcal
g scheme

“to. him, as a hlstorun, is” an intx‘iquing new methnd of =~

oromp bt in a individual 's-1ife and’its relationship to

hour of the first sléep, at the hour half-

. way through the first sleep, at cock-crow,
or when the cock had cmwes three ximes.
P. 2 E

Spatial-concepts’ were similarly expressed in’terms. derived

from phystoal: i:sié:eption. "'L saw Prades Tavernier réading

.Thmugh the pauent comp:.lation of ! these apparently

erfhnq detail s an thexmse unabtunable \pzctura of ' the 3

! 1gnates the.!e chapters "An" archaeomgy of; MontaTRn.

3 (Alan Macfarlane has'stiown a, similar in erest in.

balancmg the quanutanve methoﬂs of‘modérn ‘Social h

udes and. assumptions" 68,

dl.rectl.on is:o 7

‘he ‘Fanily ‘Life of Ralph Josselln[ i Sevenceench Cenl:urx el

_Materlal for the dzscusslnn of Josselln s life.'-- he was a 3

Of.his dlary, oh Macfarlane haﬂ earlier edined for pib e

r_he "1ife cycle"




puallel progre,ss:.ons made by nthexs in a societyj'he also

“makes' use of it in orgmuzing his [presentation of what
3 Josselm reveals about hm\self He is alsn :unp:esseﬂ With

the fundxmental slgmﬁxcance for understanding,,a society

E knowledge ofits!family stxucture and kifship system (g 105)

expected to be remarked upon in the diary

the frequency: of vislts: the"f:equexky‘ of
. gifts, messages,’ and ‘otheér communications:
thechoice’ of names and the cholce of..god=
'parents;  the degree of interest shown in each’
other's affairs,"for example in the death

of -a‘relative; the inheritance Gf - property,
‘the recruitment to ceremonies marking birth;:
‘death’and-marriage; 'aid offered in crises
il1néss for 1:§tance) or in £md1ng work;
mshxp tetmmology. {p.. 105)

finﬂx gs - thouqh I. am more 1nte sted here

often challenge ‘previous assumptxon

the "‘nucle‘\a'r

5 often said tobe‘a product ofin

'dusr.n nzatmn the aury shqws that Jossenn's

i’ste‘rs.( Maciarlane assesses Jossehn s feel ings about the'




various categories of neighbours and relatives by the way .
in which hé records ‘their deaths and the order. in'which he

remembers people in his prayers:

“He- prayed ‘for’"wxfe, ch;ldxen, s1sters,
,fnends, kindred,  peoplé. ... is y
: 11y siqulcant that he should have
r‘p‘at "fnends" before klndx‘ed. (p.',lss)

ng his‘ b

w1fe, a dead. chxld, nn (p‘ 187) He a].sc :U.sts topics

o whu:h rarely, ‘:.f ever" appeat

. » 's tollet habits, séxual relations be-
; tween husband and wife, weaning methods,
. sleeping arrangements.  We-ledrn.very little
‘of contamporary attxtudes £6 night and day, "
g - to, the structure-of time and ” -
: . “of the physical layout of i
Josselin's' house, ‘of, his. furniture, of the. . "
way he-brought ‘up his’ young“children, {p. 11)

: pain and death, dates of cnnceptmn and dates of weaxung

unmentl.cn—

( ll); of co\x se, Nacfarlane notes th At 1t 15 the




created by a diarist's focus.on the exceptional; 'as he

says ™ s
;- E

E‘ i ot . . by cften a physical separatwn bmngs words -
. = ¥ "*-for an emotional fnvolvement for. the "first

ok s time; for' instance’ we know- far more-about
¥ . . Josselin's. relations: with his children "

i Fev 1 . after they:left hi than about: such ties
: - when ’theit presence was cak n—for gran}:ed‘
(pi 106) E 3

‘-more methodmal and ntrcspectwe l:ype of persnnal ty would

be' created (p. 8). . % B :

wm)#-some of Josselm B att:.tudes seem’familiar and

; "'luodem" others are not.,- M_:cfa:lane notes that. "The placmg g,

193)4. The weathe:, in paxti'ulaz, was Go

| from God. (p

weapun“ £ (pL 139) , and’




eftéct; and that there was' power.in thchcraft (p.'192) . %

Each -journey -was potentially dangemns, dxsease and accxdent

séemed to lurk everywhere, antxclpabed or in reahty, as”

‘Macfarlane notes, his: manner n th journa}. is Gne of ever-

;lasting anxiety, mixed thh xeuef and g:at:.t\je to’ ch"
: ®: ATy

Macfarlane does 'not cla;un that*Josse.

ng. an- autobi raphical toxt: and

achiev g an :Lmagl.natxve leap (p.v163) Lnto- anothet mode :

jof conscxous éss.

Macfaz:lane s foach is ‘also”comhended-in a useful " 1\’

essay b Bjarne staxlund,' "On Interpreting: Peasant -

iaries

2 Materx iLife and conecuve Conscmusness‘," (1980) 3¢ ¢

century peasants. Queatmns bemg put to these sources

1nc1nde hrm tin\e was @i

mich did: peasants trave1~ ed s’ta‘g’en‘w of'

the 11£e cycle how _were mnnvat‘ ns adapte% tos He notes )

that, in general, peasant dxan.es recurd Bt donot reflect

(reflectic ¢ .and artlstic descnp:mn, hemg a mark of the s

‘new "houzgeom sty,le nf urnal ke ping), but that 4 as ve

*:;have’seen ln Le Roy Laﬂuns and Macfarlane = there n\ay'




throuqh the acts recnmed" (p. 204) =, ©

Current work:-in htarature, anthmpoloqy, ami

hxstory, thezeflre, seems: to he convergmq into slmlar




tra,\.ts o.f mate:'al cqlture. o 'I‘he second styl

3 follcwmg one OF its main exponents in’ Nor@:h ixmerican f’olk—

creative, ox' vclu.ble, The four‘




il b i
e first prcgmmatic stabement of the need to cohsider the

ﬂiv.\.dual craator and pex:foxmer of fclklore, in addltlcn to

. the materxal he transhits the "Folk" as well as the "Lure" .

was made by Joseph Jacobs Ln a paper read before the

of folklore is cncical. He, alsu attacked a monolithic

.~ beares

conceptlon of folklo:e, pointing to the mutuauy cor\fnctmq

"opinions’ oftan! held by peopla about’ benavmux in such an.

ppaxently umve:sal‘ custum as first footxng. should ‘the

- visitor be oE dark jor .l:.ght complexion? :(p.233) . ‘The paper.

‘1a mtexesung urther, for its suggestion: that scudy of "the | .-

g, “Surv: vals are folk-lore, .’but folk-lote need .

; not be ‘all survivals. We ought to learn: Y
valuahle Hints as to the spread of folk-
tudying th Fol.k of -to-day. (p 237)
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"It would be interesting in this connection
to find out and put on record the.whole folk-
lore of a‘'single person, so as tQ ascertain
‘how far contradictory conceptions can co-
exist in the popular mind.- -0 238).

" fhe! ntobxcqraphy or life hxstory would seem the inévitdble

o’ for such a broadly, base

tudy' and’ mlqht capture

a p:oce s of select:we adoptlon ‘and re]ectl.on through whlch I
an 1ndiviﬂual akes his oim syntheais of belief; custon, and’

verbal’ art frcm the' variety offered by culture and’ fufther’

"modified ‘through personality and experience.'’ Jacobs'' .

suggestion seems not: to Have been taken up withi}. :the

Folk—lore Society. l’IOWE‘{er- in spirit, u ‘not, to the lettgr,

it u more like the prqgram.ma £ollowed by GedPge sturt din
l'u.s 1dng and patient effozt to ‘come €0 know Bettesworth. - . -
. Within European folkufe sehblazihip there was also

an 1n1t1a1 scepticism-of. the vg].ue of . studymg an idiosyncratic

individual; Sigurd Erixon noted in 1937 that:

-ethnoloqy with its: method. of woxk is hardly
in.a position to elucmdate scientifically
lany. .Other . sides of human spiritual -and,
cultural life "than’ those applying to more
‘than - the lndxv)‘dual . The ndivxdual

50




difficult to grasp, so ].ong as it is not . B &
Qcapahle of assimilating itself to-tradition
s or oi -creating one’ of its own.:

soite’ thi.n.y years later, perhaps influenced. in the mte:un .

‘tmauctmn of & methodology for. the hfe hxstory,

upon,’ as "the :eauy creat:.vs factor v Qo g e o

4 Through his wvay of uu ng; his d1v1§10n of
time, his.moves, his products and his "
” consumption, ‘and ‘finally through- his con- s 0
? ception of things and cultural traditions, .
the individual represents certain.cases ./
which $hould be studied and then system-
‘atized.; .- .-Another ‘method is to study ° 5
life ‘cases by means of - memoirs, diaries;’ "
and- account::books.. . . . On-‘the whole the i
individual case study is one -of the most.-
important tasks:in present. time.40

's}tbkmnd's essay onspeasant diaries: méntioned above is. i

represantatlve of. the Nordie dual ‘approach, whichis to

"study individuals from the: our_slde, ‘and r_hzough their own =
41 I

stmy and experiences :'" the ‘more purely per!‘onal aspects

| of hat & 1nd1v1dua1 reveals axe

n peasant cultures "that Erixom advacates. Q1sta;1ces‘




travelled, time spent on particulaxr tasks, seasonal in*
fluencés on en individusl's allotment of time 42

Personal dacuments Tend- themxelves eas11y to the

abstractxon of sotwe s.mgle element of. cult\:re, for. example

fimer results than btuader attempts to achxevs a sense of
a culture as a whole. , . g
The commqn man" bioarashy:if pareien1aly Lesuteiea

with Edward D Ives, he has pubh.shed three fine reconstructmns, .

from largely oral’ soutces, of the lzves and peraonalltxes of

-Larry Gorman, L;wrence Doylg, and Joe scott, \a.u'nnted makers * 1

“of ‘folksongs'in the lumbéring region of ‘the north 'easceén :

© 7% United Skates'and. the’ Naritine! provices of Candda:; 4 1

theiz focua on the personal and envuonmentnl factors thnt

lead_a pexson to become a snxger or; composer, these studxes

ate ovettly fulklunstxc Sae of the @ toblographles and,

b:.oqnphies of "ozamaxy" péchle pubnshaa in the joupnal [ * 1l

Nax‘theast Folklore; under Ives's eduo:smp. huwever, cuum‘

2 readily be; téxmed oral history; they' enbody ‘a. papuust

and regxonal sp:Lrit as well as an- ethnegtaphic one;. .. -In‘his i




2

N tape-—recorded interview is the best 0
technique we.have ever:had :for reaching’.
fout:into the ‘great silences and making” *
‘them articulat®, bt God forbid that.we . @'
- should let’ the[glxb ‘do all the talking!
2 .-if .wWe are out to.record some aspect
. s & £ of_ the 1ives: of. common mén and-women, 'we
- $hould be less.concernéd with whether a
prospective informant is articulate than .
-.with whéther he has the expenanca e -
are interested ‘in.. (p-, 2) $

Northeast Folklore has .publislhied seven blog:aplue

“ana’ autobx;ygr hies:45: tiose aeaung wiith me, ars representatlve

_of the dominant’. regxonal pattern of seascmal altérnanon be—

‘tween woods: vork ‘and- farming. The xmst recent, a wm\mn's g
‘of:

1ite, descr:.bes a Haine 1sland upbrmgmg with- details
! tishin and fanlu.ng. 2 Another volume, Annatiay: Elghtx-

“two Years in'New England (1979), however, is something. of a’

in snowmq the life of a nuxse, not - Eied tafter, &

departure 3

rural childhood) to the more. "cxadxticnal" occupatmns,

H).th t‘_he excepl;lcn af a par!: of f_he Fleetwocd ‘Pride volume,




' .+ histories orally recorded and chronologically ‘and topically -

+;arxanged by their editors. " The _extent of editorial inter-

ventxon is a contentmus issue in ll.fe hlstary studles but.

techmque of posmng additmnal questlons to Fleetwood

i Pride, and addlng Ris: oral answers = c].early d:.sungu:.shad

t has been adopted to advuntage

his edzt,\ng of The Little Nora

3 vEut]#r (1975) , and hy .D.A. w:.ddawson n his edxuon of

Rey, ‘Aubkey Tizzard's Newfoundldnd reminiscencks, On. Sloping
; 47 : s 4

 Ground (i979)" " The editor as-outsider-asks ‘for clarification

- -\ o ‘those “points the: insider would ave taken for granted e

left undescribed.. It «can-be of great nterest to:see Just.
.. where these c’on';rastsun ass\mptive wo:lds occur ; nnd thus it.

should ‘be required that an edltvar 1ét ‘the’ reader know which

_t.items have bezn sn.mulated hy h; ‘ ntary quesnoning.

N B e pRSe Stuch\as uf the P :sunaJ. and- xepertolre of ‘in-

.'d:.vmdual pe:formers of folklore are the central . trad1c1 of .

folklorlstlc 1nterest in: the 1hd1v1duﬁl. Thi.s isa natuxal

development as’ attentmn has sh;fted from the. broader

pmblems of the d:.ff.usmn of, f.nlklore, chc D ualize - as

- songs , tales, beliefs

discrete items - 'to" the contextual !

tdy of: folklore in performance and the relstionship Bctusen
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i mdi:i‘é and’ 1na1v1a\ka1 creativity. A sarly study which;

“ha often been cited.as a rag qxample ‘of "the discussien of

the xndivxdual narruior is th 1

A Siberish Tale 'l'e.uer (1926) 7

atwe reierences tb t.he stYles

,_oﬁfe:ed herv her mﬂrche

re told buth 45 muoh psycholchcal

34) .. her sef,tings

.prutaqunuts (p 41).. obsce

And descxxptiuna of

natu:al scenety are made ?

6f the mod cf the, ero” (p. 45) Such questions about the f

are, v:Ltal ones

[ seak to revxse its conventmm.

usslan Echolat Max‘k Azaduvskl..l.'s B
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The most detailed study yet made of'a folklore per-
former Lh:eugh't.be life history méthod is Juha' Pentikdinen's
oral toire and Worll View: An Anthropological Stud
49 nuy of ‘the

'pmhlaml raued by A:adovskx are’ readdrea-ed for t.hey ntem,

" of Marina Takalo's Life. Bistory (1978) -

that they! a:e, at 1aaat ir the more ftee “form genxes such as
the fclkcula, reiomn].ated by the pexfo:me: ).n each cexung.
1f t.\xis is so, of. coux‘se, much more attention must be paid

o ﬂm zndlvldna]. pe:fomer as t.ha ahapinq, selecmng, aqent

who tenporarny redafines the form of a folkule for his
or- her oomuni(‘.y. Pentikalnen uppues u mdel of 'gemic -

cumpetanca derived from hnquuucs.

The object. of ‘study not solely the
" transmission process’ of tradition,. bnt -in
= addition, the forma: -of tradition in a
R human mind. . .-H-Eey to cxear.ing 1s
A

but also, according sto mastered rules,
transforms familiar elements lntc new .

=777 not only reproduces ‘formerly learned mtenal, \
‘wholes: (pp,. 18-19) °

The peuonal hlsbo:y of ‘the " perfomrwlllbe]ust one pf many » o

cultuz 1 and soeial factoza u@inginq on. her’ uho;ces wi(:hin

uhat tha mdition nffex fcx example, like Azadovskii'
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subject, Vinokurova, Mari.na Tukalc s fulktales were culou.red

by her own life. expenences

273)., .

ality and relwloua world view (,
“The research quastionu which Pentlk!inen iormulated

after his imtxal und:u:ecteﬂ interwews wlth Mrs. Takalo,

are cunveniently suumanzed by him in A subsequent essay,

"SOA x-us questions xelate to

Llfe History and World View.
both the form.and content cf the various examples Qf dxfferent

folklure genres in hex: xej ertolre and to- the woxld vxew, or E
! Periti dinen; ;

personal phlloSOPhy, whmh‘ they pa:nally-e‘mbo,‘dy.

asks liow:

i« an uln:e:ate person makes uae of oral: %

communicatioh - to select material for her.

tradition répertsire and wcrld viey. .
What are the ‘enviro nts
in’the individual's world’ yiew? 'How ¢

. thé Indiwdual's world'viey alter in’response
o' the “experience Of her life history? = What:
is: f_he creatz.ve lxbezty of the m 1vidua1?




_graphy:

Is the individual conscicus of the con—".
ventions' of the tradition or not? :In what
ways was Marina Takalo's world view re-
vealed? .How had it changed in the course’
of ‘her life? In what ways do the various
traditional genx‘es which she knew transmit
elements of the individual's world view -
“and persanalif.y? "Life B:.ltory and Hox-ld 2.
~View,"'p. 138) -

understund f.lfa natuze cf the mfomtien oontaxned n

life histories and. autobiographies: upplying. t—_he e!nlgf -
wetic® dichotomy,. developed by the,linguist Kenneth Pike,

.- Pentikdinen distinguishes between life history and aptobié—

The -betweer an bi h;
a biography rests on  the same etic/emic - .*
- distinction that anthropologists use in ;
studies of culture. An autobiography is’' *
“the individual's life story told by him- -
‘self.and interpxoud in‘personally meaning-
ful [emic] \categ es. A biography should
. be ‘a person's Lifi Iu.stcry -told by someone.
elseand systematically int:exputed and
& explnined 1n general [etic] tazmu. .




and literary conventions cor[st:ain the autobingraphar's"emic

self -expression, Just as. the limitations in-the: viaion of

“the analyst. restrict the breadf_h of his etic view of the

' ‘and ocher means ‘of expt

s 5 . f ; Lmda Déqh‘a Peogle in the Tobadco: Bel . Four ‘Lives

(1975).,> ¢ contalnlnq life hxstoriea ‘of. Hungarian mmguncs

2B : to Canada, 15 impaxtunt 3 u—,s method of 'resentatmn~ the

narzatoxs appea: thrnuqh long, unedlted passaqes, biit “the

e reader is guided by Dégh's Eeparate " des ptwns of the

Lnformant and his env1ron|n.ent and by, he: analysis of :the .

2 autobxogmphicnl account itself “This techmque not, only" pre—

serves the Lnformant s na 'ura1 flow of spec

allowxng‘ ‘the

‘associations:.

render to Dbserve attern: rhythms, and -habitua

4 between tupics, but t alse d_xscharges the ethnographex: s




&xxtxud!.ng his . up ¢ ons about_ the may di'squl

" a”failuxe to! enqage the 'suBject and draw out the implicit

mesnthgs of Lhe Ttext. ¥ orice’ agatn, Sturt’ set a 'Fine 2

example 15 his_careFul’

thito:

Betbesv(ui’th' s

8loguent azgumenc for. xecoqnizl g the nature

storiss,“ JS fictLDnal crsatiuns 111 heir own.

an ortex and ‘fom that ahould Hot. be azbmarny rearranged

e by an editor, nas bean pie by Jett Todd mton.“

Studies £ the personality an& repertcire of fclk

perfarmex‘s are still relanvﬂy fed in AngloSamerican folk- o

iloristics. Rogdt D. Abrahams notes those which could in any .

! senise be regarded as  for hish Singer’ and Her Songs

Almeda Riddle's Book. of Ballads (1970). .34 Others. e emerqed

‘since but with'little ‘apparen agreement as to nethodology. >

"Afterword! £ Mrs. Riddle's comménts ehéaﬂhlisheé,

*the’ pook: fs & "éamﬁrom{se" ﬁetwean hex 1dea. tha': 1€ should be -

qh\:, wi\:h el




in an apparently unnat\lral" way on $ongs-and ginging. She

S 1s alsé “a hithy "acculturate mdxvlduul who, t_hrough per-

ormances’ on the "fnlksong revxval circuit" and much axposu:e

"o folklorists: has adogted

tain attitudes toward her =3

onga (an mt;erest in thei.x clasn

< of: comparative ve ions) that she wuuld not’ otherwise

status, 'nd a sense

2 -1
et 8 (p. 22) Whlle ahe can hardly be mnsxdzred tepte!ent—

. dre interesting. Smuar




oyl In h‘ past twenty years, hwéve’r,vthers has been an

-~ in theu: zaspectwe atudles of, “ev

uccupatl.cmal narzar_ive" Linda péqh




she has, since moving to,the United States, reseax‘ched urban

1egends ‘and, as. dlscussed above, immigrant life histories.

Law:ence G Small's study, "The Interrelatlonshlp
59

. of:Work’ and Talk in-a newfoundland Fl.sh:mq Conm\unlty,

1ooks dlrectly at "f_he usual mode of. everyday talk? (_‘ 208) "

Newfoundland f'_‘hermen. Small f.xnds persgnal narr tives tu

104),

zequested by the researchar and h:l.s sense that

i"the emphasxs in the narratwes is on. work, hardshxp, en-

durancé and r_hmugh ecunomc, social and cultural change, tet

the. almost ovetn;ght dxsappeamnce of a way. of i €.

(pp. 110-1.11) gives “me cunftdence that 1 have ot ove;

5tressed the prominence of the same. themes y reading of

’ the rural Enghsh trad].t].on, ag’ :ep).—esented in biography and

v xjsatxona].— ontexts are revxewgd by Tohn A l_wblns:m in‘a’

recent essaj




" ‘Léng  regarasa: as dftrinsie to “the detinition of Eolk material.

5.0 f£or ].onq ‘énough but are already traditional when fomulated

Lasa falkl re ‘genre’is a soa, arring ‘that can’ be

'disposed of, for, as the so¢
“ becond *traditional® as’a consequence of being' bandied- about

. in a ccmpetent narrator s mind .and when comunicated to a

. gcveminq the Eom and content of what it xecognizes as \is o -

2 leqxtimacy of studying :Lt.

'narrati.ve often draws on

The issue of the "traditionality" of the personal
narrative presented initi‘al prcblems for folklorists; its o ;)
supposed idiosyncrasy xught seen to exclude it from the E

couective or se:ial reshaping through cral transmission

et - suchy:ob er:tion to the tecognition of the personal farrative '

ther easny

'linguisnc concept of. story-

telIing ‘and Iisteninq e pe‘tence " has Shown;’ stories do nnt

1istsner. Lo bemg a matter oi recoqnizing

and Eollowing, generally unconsciously, the culture . rules -

a proper "story." .

Sandra Stahl, as; the first Mericén folklozist to

61

She argues that a- pex' onal ’

traditional narrative as.a model




e

con: ime

~A collection of orally recurd

chick phrases undeclphera.ble on. his tapes’ and was-suxpn.sed

546.

of the model for story. strlcture that is locally aceepted.
The teller's petception .of his experience is‘also affected
by concepts he shares with !‘iis‘a\;die_nce. Stories contdin
"Eradftional attitudeswithin them as "covert cores’ which

cend to* regenera:e new: stcues ahout these matters of 1ocal

Lntezest or concem, quotinq Kluckhohn sum considers these ',

Aatt;tudes as; an often “unverbalized segment uf -8, ‘group} s

world vievm 'l‘he stories become stable i.tems in a narrator's

repertoire and wil]. be vsed i1 ‘variots situatiq&s.

of: Stahl'

ations ‘can readily he

Pierre Crépeau s’ collection of immigrant life
'stories, for: example, sugqests tha: they are modelled after

the structure of folktales about:: vlsits te a- la[\d of marvels‘

personal testimonies £rom.

Nova Scotl.a fishemen o albeit not made by a fOlklorlst

contams this str;king comment, entixely congruent with my

own fieldwork experience and reading in aumbiographies. ’

, Peten Ba:ss, the collector, r.evisitad his Lnformants to re:

62




After I.resd the preceding line or’ o, _
“most .of the men not only recalled the
missing phrase but contifued telling the
story from-that point on in words almost
1dent1cal ‘to those T had recorded over a
year before.63 .. . ,ﬁ

‘individ‘ al moves fron\ ‘the puzzling

hxs': ife stary into th

fiore familj.ar process ot tellinq i

: pﬂrticulnr story abont hmself that ‘he has” -used befo:e aml

“which §s largely; pre-fomulated. ‘Dell Hymes" tef "bréate

=Y paxticularly useful essay ofi the personal narrative

is True Stories” by ‘the Hunga¥ian scholar Tlona Dobos¢ 2

e twelve’ narrative tcpic categories she sets -out agree with

’many of ; those I haa alxeady notic d in my read ng-of auto-

biographies, " and reccrdan of life histozies, and he: work

confimed n\y sense of wha!: m.tght constltute an "nral canon"

of autohxoqraphxcal nay: a’cive. 'In disc\;ss ng her “true

“story" fes T shall make irisons to my own sampling

"cf -English fclkuﬁe hiography and autobmgraphy.

’hzouqh it perfomance seems applicable to this pnenomenon.“




{ stories of the sudden ¢

- War_advénture storie’s

‘Dobos notes" that: "a

548

merry adventures or escapades, and stories of great £rights,

feaxs and sufferings (p 174) ‘ ‘These traits are amply borne

* out in Engush . Her second category is

viomen's exgenence -1 é‘ love, family lifé, insults-and

injuries’ suffered; the preponderance ‘of male autobiographies 5

in my sample makes this category less appl.mable, thcuqh ¥

Gath’ of husbands we' noted. “Meii's

The -narrators b at the same’ ting.:are: the
- central herces -~ appear:as. unfaleering
heroes”fighting for sheir just-due. 2 !
.~ These are. the -reallx-gave-it—to—him stoties, s
_.which « . . were yery popular amongtthe . .
servant people o the famsteads ‘of the big 5
estates, (p. 177

t‘nese are absent in my sampling, ’

apart from Gough's braqging soldter for whose. tale "Bristle

‘" Bridge" was . named, and. Moss's returned sergeant who: rxeclazed

Naterloo to have heen just llke Gabley. Of family stories_"

already 5 legend

This seems'




This widespread folktaie®

vhland with international anecdoces and joke_
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& .

“Presently the lid ll.fted a hit with the
steam and I peeps .in and see the sheep's
heéad going round the pot with his mouth
open, ‘like old Nick after the sinners, and
only. one swimmer to-be séen. I ‘thinks to
myself, that there old sheep ha! gone and
swallowed: the:other, four :and if 'I'don't
look- slipperhe'll-have the last dt-the '

“:rate he's chasing ‘it, and what'll :Mothe:
say ther|; 'and T.runs.as - ‘fast-as my “légs’
can carry me; blarinq-

"Mother, ‘come’ quick, the'shee\p"a hid's Qoingv‘.
‘round " the ‘pot ‘like old Wop.and.swallered -
fouf, of the’swiimers." "(Rabbit Skin CEE,

) , i

© was perhaps tala on Baldry as a

child to the extent that he’ internalized it and in old_age

could "remember”. it as a realipersonal experience; or, of

coursé, he could be. simply garnishing.his!memoirs with a good

story.- . v T I

. : Dobos|s: category erotic.and obsgens stories vere

rare. m published English folklife au&ohiography, at, least

until :ecently- 4 ente:cainm stoxie sy hcmever, which

are wel]. ‘re-

presented, in- apprcpriately localized foms, Horrcr stoxles

are 'not - fourid, unléss 'in| the seyle:

Dbos rscoqnﬁ.zes as

pseudo—beuaf ston.es." triat s _storiés of ghosts explainea.

Robber stoties

iin English matenals by o




Love dramas do not appear. Notable persons figure ahu(-ciinfly,

Alfred Williams' books-are full of the lbg:al anecdotes told

about eccehtric squires-and clergymen. Finally, educational

stories, tales with' mralé, are rare if 'an overt fa.hle form

15 expected but are common if it is nnderstood thm: a qraﬂt

-, deal’of | autehl.oqraphy is! mplicitly WEaldna; argu-enhative,
being 1ntemdad as an example of _the. vay things

In readlng in thasa biographies.and ‘_'

of Engush rural life, I felt the need fo: a means to ebjectuy

my ‘intbitive perceptionx as m which writers, and shich genres &,

of rural 1i ” were most ntic in their portrayal

F . of the life, tol.k traditionm, and-ethos of rural workers. As

.- 71 bave sr.ated ny ‘stai -for.this; "authenticity"

b B o has been Geoxge Sturt s recordan cf the opinim of the

"’ lnhourer Frederick e e . sturt 's. obse ions of’ ;
ey Elic Betteswoxth s be)mviouz “4na- rendering of his speech struck oy

the right note; they agre,ed with what' I knew to he

¥ Y s‘ e s!.xty yeat

In: studying my. life hlstory txanscripts '

: 'county, Dorset.

antl reﬂdingﬁturt I became incuaslngly i.mpresaed by the \ﬁy




a few types:of incident were heing given narrative form by
different men,, from separate regmns, who , nevertheless, had

similar backgrounds and work experience. - Although these

sgories about: themselves‘ Which clearly had significance. for

the tellers, they were in.no sense idiosyncratic but- rat

seemed t be a ,kind of story that was commun currency withi T

i St £

s’ rural orkinq-class eulture. i

Befcre considering examples of each typ it may be

are that thsse narratives of the oxal canch whether occurx‘inq 3

fn autobiograph1es or' Life hlstcries, dre. prefomula(:ed, d :

3 relntively fixed form personal narratives: seiectad From the .
.teller's general reper};oirg. —’[‘heyv have heen—coqstmcced

accord n'g to the lodal rules.of style and ’cor&ténc _they tend*

- to'be 11mited in’ their range of topics: and attitudes by, being

£ _fra.\ned to their society s standatds of apprqpriateness. The-

stories aré’ for the; most part social, or - sociable; in other

‘words, &hey can Be' recip_ cally exchanged with' “the: stox‘ies ot

2 cthez people i the local group who prabably have matching

] stories, of parallel experiences, of their owh*to tel]., .

and’ vhitch would e € in madh. the same way.v Basil Bérnstein's. .

of express;on seen_ln hese_ narntives

jrhey seem to'be-
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" whexe,

i examples of communication within a “restricted ccd
" “ “" ' ‘because of the shared knowledge and expectations of tellers
(A and’ audiences, the' degree of elaboration of ‘a speaker s

"discrete intent" ‘or; "dnfque experience ‘need not Be put into’

a very "ve:bauy explicj.t' fntm Futthemnre it would seem

S e speech ‘system or linguistic coda,. 1:

" © " " function’of -the sétialistructure,.ma:
¥ . ‘out: selectively 20: the individual whatlis
relevant in the enviromnent. (Bernstein; p

n jest that the

“an -entity of almest limitless passibilit 'fozjindi.vldual

variation, also ‘tends to less developed if .only.a re=’

‘ g . stricted code, 15 habitually used; in an elabcrated ccde,

the "self" becon\”es

in.its,own right-the ‘object of special pers ..
ceptual ability.. In ‘the case of ‘& speakér:: g
u limited to a. restricted. code the ‘concept of
© “gelf will tend to be refracted ithrough:the
- implications. ofthe stabus axrahqements.
(Berns:ein, pp. 64-65)
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of their trade, and Gf making the sequerice of their employ-

ments, rathér than any personal, inward ‘transformations,

the organizing principle of their life stories. .*

Additionally, Pentikdinen's comment that auto-

biographies are organized on emic principles shculd be borne

s, likely to be as’ reveal.inq as: what he: descrsbes we:‘tly.

Thouqh the: reader

ay neVer feel/cunfident of’ having flxvlly :

‘graspea the, ente meanings the: attenpt is, always xewarding.‘- Sl

Itiisa pa:adox in the use’ of perscnal documents ‘that the\

K more authentic, ‘£hé more "real;"ian. individual. may bel as

a’ memhet of‘a folk saciety, a-user cf a rsstricted Code: OF! 1oy =y Fl

/local meanings,. the less able may he “or she be, £o. muster the

detachment necessary o' describe. tﬂat soc.{ety‘ “Flora_

Thomps n's work is so valuable because she ‘combines ‘this

> oxiqinal emic understanding of the rurai’cilture of he:

chlldhood with the etic ‘pers

ctive on it which shig: gained’(

later, she 1s"thus an ideal Anterpreter. ;) . e ;

cmly a very few story types seem to: constitute the

oral . canon for Enqll.sh ruxal workers. All are related

ultimately ¢t ccmpgter\ce m the. occupa\mn or. tb the, usuauy

agsociated;, ntenance of personal teputatxan for strength




" the unpred.lctabilitr

-opposite of weakhes

“a man's ’crk; the phrase "I thm.\ght I was a fian then,"

The sécond type of story correspcnds to Dohcs'

. somé testinq ordeal,

“men’ sometimes say; thrcuqh endurance.

efﬁ,ciency, ~usefu1ness, and every other quality that is the -

r dependence. The first and pmbamy'

most. conmon of ‘211 ‘thesa nafrative types is-of . the sign-

1£1cant first time in“which 'a boy proves his ahility to.do

séens to el widespread £ mulaic closnz‘e in thsse seozies"

category, of

"iigh" 5. haro stories, " though T prefer the, ‘term’ confrcntation

story. esaentially it replays what: 45 usually a ve:bql i

rcanflict, generally abnut some slight: ffezea by an’ emj loyer

to a.man's competeqcﬁ. Closely related to bcth types ar _the

",tesemoiuev' -stories in which soms siqnificant othe; person

5 gives due praise to the’ teller's ubilities, and stories of -

such as harvest wcrk, "conquered, 4
‘Some men are ,smgled” 3
out. for praiss in stories.of their parncul’ai-efficienby
in their work, or in accuunta of how 'a particulaz skul was 5

learned from them. Anecdotes about nther ;nen s follies or, °

ihd eccentricity of authbri(:y Fhiirds’




’,es(p“enenées ina paxticulat trade: Fux‘thex»,, as' I Have already 3

{hied bn to say, sometmng of them in a’li}

E

of English folklife autobi :in

"t Focuh oF nterest

_with e“ne oral canén could not b satisfactotily artunged on

the basgis of the rites ‘of passage in’ the human life cycle

Births, deaths, mazriages, dnd the more. sentinental ‘aspects

of courtshlp receive scant or no attem:inn. Thts general B

silehce s gmbabLy due to the’ sense that the- lnformation
is too peuonal or irrelevant to what is :onceptualized as

a man s career, his abilities Aﬂd

nn chese topics and, have ncthinq -to draw upcn in their

narrative repartoires when writing autobiography, "o when

e hi.story. “In '

1nterv1ewinq a retized carter I fcund that he seemed

reach a sense. of an enqu of what he felt tife situation fod S
aemanded when, aftex very fluen\:ly chronicling his working.

life, studded with "confrontatxon stories," he found himself

drifting in(’.o ment ning his wife s !.ong illnes and brought

that!s as Ear as, ycu wanc

hmse'f ip; shm‘t, sayinq. CMell,

to know.“r The bcumia:y of nnmal Ten's coxwexsat cm, put— '

1cularly between strangers, gt have been reached,




The only way ¥ which childhood is prese..ted in the

oral canonis through Stories of mischiet, Erights, and -

3 sufferings. BaLdry re.members his hunger (p. 47), being

chased by a farmer (pp- 35- 6)

Father couldn! £ get - me accordinq £6.55
his U.kinq, ‘s6-he reached. forrard,. caughl:
~the’back: of thé-neck.and swung me
3 middle of ‘the. planshard, as though 2
I wexa a.spinning . top,-and give me:a.troshing.
'80°T. remember every detail of that evening .
3)°

to this ‘day. (Rabbit skm Cag, p. .53

stnrytelling avents where seve:al speakers

B conve‘rsationa

0 the same

They dre the opposite of, che intensely pe:sonﬂ

theme .

and “DVer sensitive. ne 1
An aut\obioqrapher ma& simply mentlon a wifs, sume

S e o \nou:tship Geurqe Herbezt, fqr example, a shoemaker o




i ot nomay s the best workmen ‘in the place
which I knew well fo make me. &, pair’ of ‘whi
satin.lady's. slippers’ with frenche sdges,
‘and-‘another  £o ‘make me-a.pair of-matty, clog:

- with -cork .solés. - I also put 'my ain(:ended wife
toilearn the’binding. -As' I was acquaint
with all the best.worknen and’ binders, ,I :

*.placed her under one. of the-best-and as el
. was.a good:heedlewoman she soon beuame ane
“of. the best of them.ﬂ B

5
of. mat!ied life 2 Yet even from him th tone is the ncrma

"I only seed her-betwixt my woyages.:-The::
£irst time I come home' whe was weeding:in . *
‘aiong the wheat;.'the next time'I come she
‘was' hay rolling; and the hext-time shé was '
: tying .up wheat in; the harvest-field. - She,

as- took 111, and died of a décline afore L
1shi =




Tius has a nicely meditated.structure -- perhaps' related to

catge dien imagery in English folksong -- but it is not over
santimental, at

(ght pass the ‘acid test of beirig said in tho

puhlic house among his rfnends

The passage is also an

./ This - time everythinqhzem: OFEf happily. accordmg
so .I've nothing out-of - the ordinary B
229) :

Countx‘man s Tala*:

conside 'S’ "nozmal, hov}‘"l ver, he often makes some cumment,
: h




wedding where 'the people were of the Salvation Army faith'

j.n uonttast to his own Anglican traditicn.

Death ls alsa seen as a prrvate‘.matter and rarely

scusséd. - The 1mpression made .on Gecrge ‘Ba,

.sée; but two men in-a boat a\pulllﬂg at some=
thing ‘in’ the water with boat=hooks:=="Some™

»face nor nothing, but I takes to.my heels

.-~and runs home as: fast as I could lay feet to -

- ground with-.a cold -feeling in" the pit: of my
stoma }'A.»> EH said nothing to nobody, but all

. my days I have remembered.that.bit of black . . {
skirt - blowing out.of the muddy water; for

child as I'was, 1t.was then I begunto

‘ realise. what 'us. popr humans can -be druv to,

when ‘things go amlss. (Rabbit Skin Cap, p. 29) .-

Personal narratives abhut 'such

yrouﬁ of a bx‘ad skill.
8




So, you Jmow, by-and-by I- heard the old

man coming ‘up “the road,. you know,:walkirg.
‘And.he'd: always whistie hymn: 55 always did.
[whistles]. |\ T thcught "Eltyw me down, here:

e:is' sgcken very’ softly:as. though®to. ..

himself]. . And d'you know, he just glanced
“up at. the rick, ‘like ‘that, and walked on.
Z Didn't. ay a dickyhirdA Hell I thatched *
+: that rick:7 3

v.Now t-,hey were claphoa p the entrance
.door;on-side of ‘the ‘streeti ore; sidéivas
’ clapbohrded 'l‘he othe: side o ‘between t]




.door and the window wasn't clapboarded

i "Noy,! he said in the:morning, . "clapboard ;

; . . " #hat." 'Cause, see, 'twas only about that ; : ;

; 3 B long and M could take it off if I .spoiled B
> %, ir.it. I-went to work, he come along; he'-looked, -

! .7 . ".never spoke. ”And, anyway;, through, the day. T

sl done up- the height. of the door. And if I do-
L say. soy it was as /gocd.or, better than:the -

er: side. "He come back” to'me - and.he-said;

Gomé “Back. tomorraw ‘morning’ for; fifteen cénts

--an hour ;" I’ thought I was-aman then

. Sixteen I was.; (Nord Easter, ‘pp. 29~

g 1ms¢lf & manys Bt the ques_tiqnl has ob‘vl 41y not distorted
ei—feccly firamea ;

c'ert‘ai'nly Been told béfoxe s A Nova scotian farmer - told me

se:, I thought

There werey of course, fcmal and semi futmal‘

Tia sc; ing phrase. men felt compened to talk abo £ their:.

=1 1‘e timz{te ‘thelr, oun realit




d : : ,b T se

Confrontation Stories )

These stories replay a verbal conflict with another

vorker or’ah employer overthe c'euer's”.'abi‘u‘cy. they. dre

e narrated as memorates, perha' fzum a: desixe f r ersonal

ou‘ii Have “your' mineperice."’
stick that U your-arse. -
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. . . the master found fault with his
work, and when he-got home.he was telling’ 2
his wife about the fault-finding, but he,
that- is John, says, "I did give it him," :
His apprentice was there at the time he
was telling her, and the apprentice said,;
"Why, John, I.was:in"the: lobby ‘the whole
.} of the time.and I did not: hear you speak '
700" & wordi" . "Well, James, he-saysy

\/say:that 1. said it ratheér iiwardly."

was acquainted with the apprentic ar
me this.  (Shoemiaker's Wi

The anecdote suggests that scrme deqree of fantasy may often

have been present “in ;reports of such confrontations.
Conftontation stories, while often full of “humour;
‘are’ y no.means insanifican to their nazrators, however, ey

since they are defences of their vital skills % They cccnr

onnonly 'in orally retorded life histories dnd in auto-

Liogxaphies written wit ih the oral canon' Another example

% from Victor Butler, 1n wmch ‘he. stands up to the merchant

Ergely thah he. had béen
a "he sez"’ and “sez I" %
£ his: .last -inters




. . ‘had herd thit story, though few with « -
sympathy, for it seemed to.most of his ' - % s st 2
listeners but an instance of a man throwing T . o
away: a good job in a £it of ‘temper,. and, ,
to save themselves from a third or fourth . e 3
tecitai. when they saw.Hearne in the di.ss;ance o
they would turn aside to avoid a’ mesting. =

|
nnqrily refuted in ‘the confmntation stozi.es. 15 the” stoty

;j of i "t-s:monxal"‘qiven in: px‘aise of him by anothe:

- or an employar == ‘men who recognhe guod wo:k when they
_see it. . Since nutrlqht boasting is not thought ueu En
such® st:ories an a covert peans of achluvlng r_he nu affect.

. As an exalple, conslder f.l\e studied nonchlllnce of- Georqa 5

& S so’ he IQE E;;gr craftsmn eniployer] always’
Ny used to-call me. his genius.” I did notknow . {

el ; this: till one day I'was going: to dinnér and - -
\ had to ‘pass: another workshop. 'It'being.: = .. .
*: Monday morning,. one of' them says, "Here's ;
Genius.' He will 'toss for,a quart",’ and I
nho ﬂAd ‘you, say?"- and he !,aid,

e; aid, "That!s not my” nane, "
dnd he replidd, "I never kneu you by, any
ther :name uince I‘have been’ here“x and one’
of- the' otheu said, "It is old §
he a].w;yu calls you hj.s geniu »




) biographies written within the cx:al. canon., b
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was.as. nothing to me, as all-that I did
I learned in my tfade and .it came to.me .
. as a matter cf course.-(Shoemaker's" wmdow. :

5 e

’!he passlng reference to a Monday be

modest: -

&nsidexs anentation of

Flora Thompson tae alrgady’ descri cd-the ptominer’\ce o

dinoriy personal narratives of stories. that stressad ehe : ;

"favvuurivte virtue" of eqdurance,.

‘NGt to Elinch. from p‘nn or ‘hardship was'.
< their ideal. A:man would say, "He says,:
says hé, that field ‘o' .co-ats's .got to
come.in afore .night, for there's a rain;
a-cdmin' But ve didn't flinch, not. we
Got the last 1o6-ad ynder
.night,  ‘A'moost too fagge

‘but we didn't’ £linch.

ose ‘rail an' went for ‘he.,
him'as did th': funchﬁl‘ He
a-womangifould say; "I set u wi
old'mother 'six nights runnin'; never had
i'me-clothes of £ “But. [ didn't £linch, ‘an'
| T pulled Her ‘through; 'Por shé didn't
£linch neither.". .Or a young wife would

finement
do ‘hope.. I:didn
4 Candiaford. B

'50)

Y




Gambier-Parry's infomant

Bithia," 'gave a similat test-

. imonial tc her, pax‘ents’ fo!(‘.itude'

tauqht e

5 there was a good sirle ‘to- Sum and he

1h‘retum, men w11l ais’o tell’ &

lot’in his' day about being.a

(Bahbit Skin: Cag, p- 240)

566




carriage by himself, by skilful ‘control of his horses; N

the foucwinq is m\ly the latter thitd of Bettesworth‘ L =g
° narrativ ;

‘out to see.'n do it.: He nevér. wanted no. help.
He; didn’t ‘say’ mich; ‘only | "6it 'back," -or "Git
i WHen it come to .gettin':
wlast ‘tree ‘up, on top .0" £'other two, I
But'he
And he’ was a oldish man, too: ..
I-dessay he. was:. -But ‘he-"jest -spoke- " ;
Never used no whip, *xcept.’ .*. G 7S
:Didn't"the old-Farmer qo Ya
1Ters, :

'call yerselves -carters :
like that's worth ‘a.dozén .o’ yo Wwell; 2 By
‘they couldn't .Ha' done it. A dozén.of 'em . e : i
HY gy ha' scrambled about, an'' then.not -done * ;
i their hosses 'wouldn't. ™ But
the, old farmer .says to: 'n;
x\ever believed you'd-ha' done it:" "I -
' .1likely .I should," he says.

; 4 But er had much, m say. (Memoirs, ?
7 s S SDBY 122—223) 2 &

for Bdmund Baxter, f_he N eq'la:'

plain liying ma who represented




Anecdotes of Other Hen‘s Follies

Stbriel nf ﬂ!e ecl:entx‘lcitiel of" cletgyne‘n, gent.ry. -

A nan s never 50 happ 7 to my way ‘o
thinkin', as when'he's_goin' to hi’

vog.jk zeg.hz. 5

,Hany autuhioqnphan, writi.nq of their native:

-have stxelaed the chax:a.ctus vho were not 'regulax and

th\ls dxu ntunf.lan‘ As I have lha-m, Alired l'illimls' d\xee

Z volnmzs o£ amedoteu and rulinucences collacted 1n :wmmn:




Work-and Chironology

£ ﬁnally, though not a:story caf,aqory but rather -

the orgmuunq prlnciple by Hhich ihdividial storiss from

tia life are put together, by uxe teller,. it seems chaxacter-

» havu been dl.sc ]

151.1c of the onl canon of “obiography ‘that the 5

of elnplnymnnts -shiou 1d prove the mu.nr manurement ‘of r,he

pasilge of :uu. Gaius € 1ey ] Memoj.rs Of. R nacksnlth .

ed as an exampls wlth his chapters divideﬂ

according to. the diffaxant villaqel in which he' worked, where, :

n his jou:neyman period, he was lzgrnlng neu skills at each

'foxqe thxough the. difierent ‘types-of - work demnded., The

- Maine 1uu.bex:jnck Pleem&wude shows a similar measirement

- of perscnu growth against the seauonal round of* his

occnpatlon, s

She fonawuq spring: [1514 when he' uas ten]

I went in on the" St. John-river eighteen - .

siles from -home-ard ten miles below Prederictm;

_-and ‘worked' for' fourteen dollars a month .and
board hitching.logson thé:-rafting ground

at the.Glazier Boonm. .. . .~The spring I was

but. had become a: 200 pound.man; and- yas 4 Y
'thought by. some,, -Of the, men to' be the strongest: B
man. in a crewof. a hundted men. 4 ("l’leet:wood
> Pride," ‘pp.. 13,

oy

g ek A




This mode of structuring an attobiography,. while partiy
*hatufel " especiilly in the case of jouxne'yﬁén craftsien .
_-and~even of iam labourers wha oft:en noved to new farms at

each biFing fair, mat- also_ be due:to. the centt Slity tven !

“to] the-occtpation’in t-.helr ceptiol Of what an’ antobinq!aphy

| ‘should be.. And, of Gourse; - £he! are. practiced’ 1 telling

“of themselven in: relatinm to tl\eir unrkplace and their mast-:,

A
Williams, und quoted above 1n anot:her conéext, _shows. two

. "what do yau do

T pe a . .
"An' 'ov 8 ycung Na st:t : il

"aw! ‘e’ larnin

flash in r.ha pan.- "E ot a

yet." ‘(Round About, -p.-159)

1'h§ type of work,. the” q\m].u:y of tlw famr, are familiar ofal.
3pics and lmnce axe x‘earl:lly dxawn into aumbioguphy. “

3% It }.l d\lfﬂcult to believe thnt these ﬂve are the




that, in Newfoundland, "between as ‘and 958 o talk among . Pl

nund theu wozk"

(Smll 104). j o

"eé u may have some utlllty in testing " i nuthenticity of

the vaxious forms of" writinq wlu.ch have been presanted'as
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o The focus on'the chi;l.dhocd‘idyll‘ in middle-class literary
autcbiography, for’ example, 1etia stxi}(inq- contrast to the

» ahsence of childhood as a tcplc in work;ng-class recollections, *

i unless in the foim of: ‘stories of escapades or privatmns. TN

" rdex o assenbis a sufflcient body. BF texts ot P E e

e . E. -Lmneu who have wE: ttan'abau: them: cammum.ties W

rather ‘than themselves: though | still ccnveying fron- Long .
personal acqlaintarice the chaxacter of: & place and time. T N

i Ine particular I have examined the work:‘of a number

of amateur investigators of folk bnadition who, for-the:

 iost part; worked quietly, loqally, ana, without gm‘e: the

Influenge of or éupport from the established authorjties Nk

of theh; day in “tHle “subj Algustis Jessopp; Fletcher -

¥oss; E. Gambier-Parry, Horac Harmar;, A1fred Willtans; )
Flora l‘homp.!on, ‘all’ achieved excsllence in thexr cwn ways
~and-dege:

folklare '\d‘felknfe studies in,EnqLand The ' nost inpressive .

e recogiition in,any Wistory of the develupment of -,

example cf ‘the qualﬂ:y of eﬂmographic writing that. :oum be

" achieved by a local, amateut, observe,r was ‘set by Georqe




Sturt.  He looked steadily at the everyday life of his
iy Ak co

_community and became. more and more fastinated by what he -

.\ had fomerly‘ taken fof granted: the. scr‘aps of coénmonpmce

i that had ;anel.y been ‘seen: before in

talk, craft.skills, the ‘breadth of unrecuqnlzed knowledqe
held»by his working ne:.ghbours. Consequently he descrihed

- individual. 1 i men, “such+ds, Béttesyorth, . Sympa ra'l‘v

but without sentimental&ty, in a ne tone of selicus tespect B

ural Iiterature %

Sturt‘s time; and ‘wh{éh has not heen surpasse since While

tape recorders. %and bther mechanical aids have ehthariced our

+_ ability to record’ ‘the ‘nuancés of Speech and behaviuu: they

are no substitute for' the quahty of humamty which lives
3

&

in all of George Sturt's, work. .

)
'




iy, B 2 ‘pichara . Doxson,
= v 2 axstog (ondon: Routledge and Kegan #a

NOTES

CH. I INTRODUCTION

The British Folklorists- A .

2Gne- importint -statement; of the:Tevaluation ip
4 noderr folkloristiu{ £.the ‘humane style of description

developed-by Sturt

of Newfou
auknowled

Y Srhe ‘term "context"

% implications’for methodology
scholars, ‘ircluding Herbert Halpert and Kemneth'S. Goldstein:
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: 7 Bhycden'Leclaire;. A General Analytical Bibiicgraghx
.of the. Régional Novelists: of the British Isles 1800-1950
5T Fdition, 9 :

- s ol
i 25hn Bnrnett, éd.; Useful Toil: ' Aiitobiographies’
.of Working People' from. the.1820's to the 1920's (London:

,ang 1974) 5
' Childhood Ed\xcaticm. and Family from. the 1820's to the:

Ewilliam Matthews, Btltish Autobiographies: An

Annctated Bibliography of British Autobicgraphies Pub.
o Written Before 1951 (Do iéle{—LLand Tos. Ange e——university

T‘I‘h‘c California Press m;i
’ "Bdna, Oakeshott, Childhoed in Auto‘biégiaghx, Readers

Guides, Fourth feries, No. 1 (Cambridge: ished for the

National Book League at thé Unxversity Press, 1960)

" gty

LWonn Fraser, “George :Sturt. ('Georgs’ Bcurne‘) “and .
Raral Laboring LLfe," DJ.ss. University of Minnesota, 1961
i

. E " et

'lllaymond muiams The Ccmngrz and thE/CJ.tz (New ~
Oxford University brass; 1973)

York:

7 Destiny Obscure: _Autobicgraphies of

1920's (London:  Allen Lane, 1982); I am indebted to Dr:
David_Buchan for theplatter reference. Useful Toil has

“been published-in. the! United ‘States by ; Indiana—university
Press,, 1974, under the 'title Annals of Labour.

g arcin Ja Lovelace, "The Life H).sl:o:y Sfia Dors: et
¥ The Influénce of ‘Personality on-the Modification
Traditional Role," M.A: thesis, uambrial Umversity of .’
Newfoundland, 1975% .




& .. vcM. II \GENRES OF RURAL WRITING ~ -~ ' % S L

ol e .. Lmhe Bettésworth mook: (Tondon: Dubkworth 1901), fe oii 3R
L + ‘Memoirs of a Syrrey Labourer.(1907; rpt. London: - uuckwc:ch, . e
N Bt 1930); and to 2 Tesser extent Lucy Bettesworth (London: 3
N S 4.7 ‘Duckéworth; 1913), present.the ?H_e and . opinions. of- rreden,ck v
Grover, 'who' .worked  for Sturt ag a -gardener’from 1892 to. . s. 5
' 1905; Sturt.wrote these, and,@:ee other books,’under the . . ' :0 L

V" pen name.George Bourne.' : Héreafter cited as Beitesworth -
Book, Memoirs; and Lucy Betceswczch,,respecc;y‘e1—y_, Ty

" 2George Stutt, A Small Boy in the Sixties’ (Cambridge‘ s
‘ Cambridge Universlty Press; 1927),7p. XL, - St

T L PLestie Stephen,“"cauntzy ‘Books, * . L1 Hout's
. lerarz (Londop: " Smith, Elder,. 1899), T11, 1975,

R : T 'John Halsham'.(i.e. G. Forrester Scott); Idlehurs: Yo
o R ¥ A Journal Kept in the Country, 1898, -2nd ed. :(New York:: . . ¥
d - . .Dutton, 1908); 0ld Standards: South Country Sketches; 1913, 1
i ‘i, - cheaper.ed.’ (London: John Murray, 1918).. ‘'Halsham™ 2 sl

published.one. other country:life book; .Lonewood COrrer :

% .'A.Countryman's Hérizons. (London:.” Smith Eldet, 1907)
s Which I have yot:seen, . !

! w O Ry 51;amoetas aj Aegon are, shepherds ‘in vnqn' e Rl e

p g . Eclogues; "the Torpids” refers to a rack rowsd at Oxford A
University in the Lept term using’ eight~oated tunke:-

“-built open boats. : .

B : sThe Spectator, q Dcnald F. Bon 5 vofs. (oxfutd.

i #. 1) Clarendon Press, 1965. My quotations-are from this.edition.
¢ but for convenience’ of the readed I'have identified them

Lo S ie83aY nunbezs, rather: (:han page eferences. x
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The Complete . Works™ of Washiniton I:ving, Vol. 9 (Bostom _‘
~ . Twayne Pnbhshezs, 19 g e

20 Theter b iDicchELela; Countly F‘o]’.k" A Pleagane
.comg;nx 2nd' ed. (Lpndon- Methuen,’ 192 P 11@ A

« 2 . e

" .. Wasnington Irving, The didton ek ot 'Geofirez
Crayon, Gent.:, ed. Haskell Springer, The Complete Works Of

Washington Irving;- Vol..8 (Bogton: Tway{\e ‘Publishers, -
1978). Tited Eereafter as Sketch Book .’ \_) i

Washington Trving, Bracebrifige a1l or The Hu'mo{xnses, %
A lledley, by Geoffrey Craydl, Gent., ed: Herbert F. Smith

o

: 0 Joseph Wright, . in The English piaiedt D:Lcticna:x
(London i - Henry Frowde,, 1896-1905), I, 101, gives. the

folloying excerpt from Grose: ' “One k;md of _ them Gdffers
from the domestic Dobbies, by inhabiting’ bridges, doing
conly mischief, and by frightening travellers, by jumping
behind them on horsehyek, “and squeezing them so as. to -
 impede thetlr breathing.®
: Irying appeard to have taken some hints from this.
as the basis of his version: . "There is a story, among the
old folk; of one that.jaunted a ruined mill, just by'a . :*
- “bridge that crosses: a small stream; how that late one'. 5
cnight, as a traveller was passing on horseback, the Dobbie’. :
jumped up behind him, and grasped him"so cloge round the’ -

fo'be squeezed to.death: - lickily hissheels were loose, -,
With.which he plied the sides of his Stéed, and was carried
© with, the wonderful mstmct of a travellt?r‘s horse,” straight

Tito the Villaqe!.hn (Bracebrﬁ%an, P 229)

v * Myashington. Irving,. :ﬁéﬁgraién uiscenani
Dahlia’ Kirby Terrell, The Conplete Works of Washington
Irving (Bdston: " Twayne Publishersy 19797, XXII, 125-168.

Yty nissell Mitford, Our V:Lllage- Sketches of
;' Rural Character and Scenery; new: ed,, 2nd series. LLiond
Bohn; 1848), . £or "The Incendiary" ‘and "The ‘Mol
- Qur Village (London: Macmillaf, (1922) for "Violeting,
- and "Hannah Bint:" L i :




Thenas Miller, Beautles of the Country: .ox, | ..
Deserl tions of: Rural Customs, Obje: Scenery, and_the
_Seasons. (Léhdon: - John Van Voorst, 1537) » Rural Sketches
(London: John “Van'Voorst,- 1839) , Pictures of Country Life
{London: . Dayid ‘Bogue,  1847), Our O1d Town (London: 3. and
C. Brown,« g57) ;. T have’ only: sampled Nifler's ‘large and -
miscellane s output.

14[4111(!: g “ase of the! term "dra’l history" in 1&57

.by:Charles T. Morrissey in "Why Call It  Pral History'? .

;- Searching. for Early U$age of a Genenc Texm, Qral Hxsto.\:x
3 Review {1980),- 20—3

X et Y
15mm Highos,. Thie Diaryiof 4 Parser's. Wifes 1796-
"eng'ui‘n'sook's‘“, 19?1‘ + apparently the
@iary is-authentic, thcugh the stozy is -obscure:;,
/a8, the preface’ shos. -

b rge.Boufne, " A Farmer's Life: : With a Memoir :
'of. ‘the Farmer's. Sister. (Lonidon: . Jonathan Cape, 1922), .
PP~ 126-130, 7. - - : 2 P,

1‘71‘ he remark "nothing worse tham myself"
raditimnal ‘remark.of a sceptic; Bettesworth resppnds with
it ‘When' StUrt sounds hin out'on the:gubject of. ghosts:
"'As I'often-says; I bin'about all times o' the night an'
I'never met nothih': ‘worse than mySelf" (Memoirs, p..55)..
‘-I-haye récorded. it in'a: sililar context in Dorset. .The

" phrase also appeazed as an informang's commer't in a folklore
i ‘essay submitted'tome in 1978 by.a SaintMary's University

" student, : Fred Bonnell, of Truro, ‘Nova Scotia.
e allusion i
as’ a_ l6cal reference;  Versions' of ‘the interpational neck
riddle of.'the bird ing‘in a hanged.mai’s; skull.were ' .
;7 .localized in Lincolnshire around the gibbetéd  corpse’ of,Tom,:
i ‘or.Jack, Otter; ses Boger D. Abrahams, Between the Living :
. and. the Dead, Folklore Fellows Cotnunications, No. 225

+ (Helsinki: _Suomalainen Tiedeakatemia, 1980); pp: 68-71. '

Willia.m Howitt,
‘zpt . \Shannon:

‘13 o o

U radbtal .ol yeALy the, eRELGet (Ameririn) Jusage reported-

o




w.xluam Howite;, ghe Boy's Country-BooK: Ee.ﬁng' ¥ .

The Real Life 'of a. Country Boy, Written by Himself; : %

. Exhibiting all the Amisements, Pleasures, And Pursuits of® T Rt
Childrenin the Ccmntrx (Lpndon- Ldngman, . Orme, Brown, : S5 R ¥

Green, and Lonqman .1839)., - e e - i W

H,

The Cambridge History of English Literature' (Cambridges "

The University Press, 1932), 1V,-335-342, ~Warren D. S
Anderson's. Theophrastus: . The Character-Sketches ([Keht,". 2
Ohio]': " ‘Kent State.University Press, l§75) . alsq contains a .

:-useful introduction.

Zpouglas Bush, "Essays and Characters, " in his
nglish Literatute in the Parlier Seventeenth Century.
1600-1660, 2nd ed. (foard. Clarendon Press; 1962),
p. 213: :

Jor}n Earle; Micmcosmo rag h ,.ed’ Harold Osboutn 3
(London University Tuoridl Press, 1933).," pp. 525

~ wye saltonstall, P!.cturae Loguentes, or gictures v =

. drawne forth in characters’ (L 3I), Film STC 97! P& . 4
21645. . An edition by C.H, Wilkinson was published in 1946.¢
Saltonstall was boxy into'a prominen London. family’ and
spent’ some ‘time -at Oxford, but ‘otherwise little is known:
. 0f his career; ithus ve caniot guess-at the driginal locs
of the folk .cujtoms he describgs.sj )

S 9550y dharles L Makson, v:.nage suhouettes
(Cohdon: Society of SS. peter and Pau 1914

G stalter ‘Ragrond, The Bbck of Crafts and Character ; :
. (London:’ ‘Hodder and Stougﬁton, 15677 TN R R




S % ya te[: Raynond, ‘English Cotntry . Life (Londo:
; Wi <, TN Foulis, 1910) , Under: _g—_‘—xr’“che Spreading Chestnut Tree
40 g A Volune of Rural Lore -and Anecdote . (London:' Folk Press,’
s g, o7 1928); mve @& Good Souls 6f Cider Land (Lcndon.,/
¥, i G Richa:ds 4901) , Gossip Carner (Londo der and -
2 ughton, 1907):-and Love and Quiet Lite: Somerset Iaylls
£ (m don:. Hodder andstouqhtnn, 1894), T have seen only: the . %
second work m this list; v

¢ (Lrgxne Tnllet] . COi \mcrx Conversations:. The. G ¥ i
b R Old[‘lillage Life-in the Midlands, 3¢d ed.. (Londéni 7 .
L% ) ‘John Murray,.1923) 7 The earlier editions appeated in 1861 °
Aot and'1886 «from‘ othe: publishers.. i o
; Pl
1 “Banela Tennant, Y11 nge Nokes; and Some other

Papers. (London: - William Heinemann,. 1900). ., An essay..
entltled "Fables: and Folk<lore" appears in' her Shephards'
“Crowns - (0xford: mackweu, 1931),‘ But I have not-seen this
Volume: - &

N

Tennant also ‘wrote 'l‘he Earthen Vessel, A
volume Dealin awith'Spirit Communidations Received in v ps
the Form of ‘Book. Test: John Lane, 1921)

T 3 10pn DE Lrkvab e, Cotsii
Ya)é | University Press, 1921).

iold- Characters “(New: Havel

. 4 panina  Bluiden, “ed. | Réturn to Husbandrz. An e
4t bnotated List of Books Dealing with Fhe History, PRIlosoph
- and Craftsmanship of Rural England, and Intended to Suggest'
Alternativesto Commercialism and Nechanization. With =
fFour_proliminary essays (London: J.M.,Dent, 19: L

. 33pdnas Henn1l, Change in the Farm (Cambridger, ™ L
+'. " The University Rress, 1936),  The Countrymaf at. Work (Lcnaon- 3
.. The Architectural Press, 1947 R ¥




Nold ﬂithout End (wndql\. Cobden—sanderson, -
],932], “The Wisdom of the Fields (Iondow Collins,, 1945),
and Where Man Belongs (London: Mollins, 1946), are
representative of Massinghan's wrlti.ngy hes ‘philosophy:
is:furtHer

in ;
(London: Bastnxd, 19423~

: 58, W. ‘Martin, The Countiyman's:Chap-Book -
(London: - Dennis Dobsoty/.1643) . - | TR

. i
: . 3ponald Blythe) Akenfield:
ulage 1196 ' xpt. Ney thk:

3T4il11an Cobbett,; Raral ’m.des, e

5 (Hamndswoxth~ Penq in "Bool Es, 19 7) ;
i

JGS

ee cobbett-s autubiogtaphy,

3oobbetts  Selections; ‘2. A.X. b Hughes (Dxford.
- Clarendon F msn,. 1923, 5. 115,

% 111am Cohbect, Cottags Econ “17th eds
: (Oxford: - Oxford UnLversity—L_Tﬂ!xPxess, 19 f

yiriin Stevanson, Genieral View of the Aggzculme
of the County. of Dorset:.-With Observations on the Means of

’ 205015 Marshall, Rural Econonz af the ‘West of
England, 2 vols,. (1796 rpt. NewYork:  Aygustu
Kelley, 1570)

The’ Prﬁxeus of “a’ "
Plou h—BD to a Seat’in Paruament, ed!’ "L h ¥ Reitzel -
l ndon. Faber, IE} v s




“<a i 4% g pugsell, The 014 English Farming Books £iom—-:
\ Fitsherbert to Tull 1533 €5 1730 Jion 3—‘—5—0“. Crosby Lockwood, . .-
”T‘n. “More 014 English Farming Books from Tull to the Board
iculture (London: Crosby Lockwe Fussell's -
—_Aﬁexcguen_ + study drawing on swch sources is The English Rural .
Laboirer': - His Home, -Furniture, cloa‘nug & Food (London= VR
. Batohworth Press, 1943, - ; s
pichard Jesferies, Rbund About & Grest Estite

(1830; ‘xpt. Londoni John H\u'ray_, 1'9‘z_h—rsn ereal te_—r “cited
as fstate..® I

: o Apichard Jeﬂarles, me Totlets of the Freld (London:
y Longmans, Green, 1392), p. Zla. Hereafter cited as Tailers 2

i “m:hud Jeffexj.gs, K:Classtc of gn nsh Fmi’
. ‘Hodgs @nd HiS Masters, ed. Henry WIILLams 7 ept
London: _ PEBer‘, uAES 3 neremer cited as g S Rk

o “m.:haxﬂ Jaffers.es. The Open Air (18551 rpt. andon
3., DeRt, 1914). -
A%icnari Jegferies, The ife of, the. Plalds, il
Ttrod. Samuel J, Looker - (185&. Ipt. Lo Tutterworth .

Press,.1947), PR 19-42.

; 3 i - - $
s "v.J. Keith, Richard Jefferies: A Critical stud
(Tozpixto; University OF Toronto -Press, issSi_ . PP.. 417454

L S hard tefterias; The Galakee? at Home' and
The Amateur Poacher; “introd. David Ascoli'(: . L
rpt. London: Oxford tlnivetaity Press, 1948) .

. Slkichard eetiries, wa;d use ‘in'a Southern .
Co untx, introd. Desmond Hawkins'. xpt. Bradfor on
' Avon, Wiltshires Mbonraker Press, 1973); hareaﬂzer cited =
as’ Wild Life 3




525¢ien Thohpson, Mot
(Blocmnqton." I‘mna Unive:
p-78:,J1151:153, The sausage rain - &, T chér in order
i to diséredit te:timany Gf hex fooLish'son "o has killed
‘a‘man:mikes-him believe thit ‘it has_raiped’sausages. = When
he ‘says tﬂat he' killed the man_on the night it x.-ained e Sk

E, 1955 o

ity Pro

st "rancis. Georgs Beath, Peasint'Life in the West Lo
of England, '3rd ed.:(Londoh:.- Sanpson, Low,.Marston, -Searle
and Rivihqtun, 18801 i T T ey

Studies:

LN Heath, ‘Thé English beasant
Fishex ’

Jistorical, localy and Biographic (London:-
'un—TTE'_lT_win, 93, ; N :

135 Geotge Erancis; unnn, Bife in. Our Villages;
the Spécisl Cofiles fotier ‘of the TDail

Gy 1 Bentield, ‘san

soris {London:”, Chatto and "
Windus’ 1933) g iy s 0

57

Rev. Bugust Jessopp,. Afcady ‘For Better for
ST Fishex Unwx.n, 13 )i cited 'agterwards

§0tionas "The' Duxsetshixe Yoloncad;

' Thomas Hardz's Pezsggal writingg ed. Harold.Orel

(Lawrence : University




of Wiltshive :
John - Britton. (1847;
Sherles 1959,\ P10

. 8lgonn Aubrey, The Naturai Histor

. (WrittejyDetween 1656 and 169

bl N rpt. NeWwton Abbot, Devon: Davxd &-
- . %t s Raymond wuuams, The Couitr and the City (New

. York: ' ‘oxford University Press, 973), A Problem v
of Perspective;’ pp., . t

L7 8pey \yic. atkinson,  Porty Yedr's in'a Moorland ;
Parishi ‘Reminidcences and Ressstchos fi Denbrin cleve y in Cleveland
*{189L; rpt..with Prefatory Nemoir, London: .nacmi_uan 1907)

' 85p1etther Moss,  Folk-Lore Old Custons. and Tales'
- Nei hbours (Didsbury and Manchesterz . The Author, -
l 9 )« OthHer works by Moss draw on a similar blendof

. . oral and written sources; see Didsbury: Sketches, %
y ] " Reminiscences) and Legends (Manch&ste George Falkner,
- . /ﬁansgata Press, 1890);  Didisburye in the ''45 (

Cornish, 1891);. and & Hiscnrx of the old Earish of cheadle ~*
in Cheshire /penchestery | The ‘Mifhor, TBod} v

r660asit Torr, s"mau Falkat Wrexland, ihtrod: -~ .
Jack. Stimons’ (1918, 192, 1923; rpt., 3 vols. in cne, “oxford;
yniversity Press, 1979) 2 Y & &

i o anng-soula's %chems for .cligslfioaticp ol
folktales, together withga small collection of-tales
appeared as, an «to Willidm Notes' on .
|+ the Folk Loxe of the Northérn Counties of England and. thé
- Borders.(London: -Logmans, Green, 1866); it was mot
included in, the second edition of Henderson's work

o | 68 Bax‘ing—sould, . Tleetwosd Sheppard, snd E..-
Bussell, Son s of the West: Folk Songs of Devon & Cox—nwall
From* the Mou%hs Fiom™ the Mouths of the People, new and Tev. ed. und
mosloa] S43torthin  of Cooll 7 P of.Cecil J. Sh

s. Baring-Goulu and H.- Fleetwood Sheppaxd A carland of
Cduntry Son nglish Fo s with theif Traditional




Sabi.ne Baring-Gould, F’olk Songs of the West Country,
ed Gordon Hitchcock (Newton Abbot Devon. David and €harles,
1974) . =

Ay, Harinq-Gould old L country Life, 5th ed.
(zondon’ Héthuen, 189%) .

g Ba:inq—Gould urther Reminiscenes 1884-1894, °

‘introd., le Shepatd (1925 x‘pt. Detrolt: . Gale, 196

Eerencg tu this occurs, in'his trange
IS, the Histdry of Man ‘(London:

Alan Dundes, A The Devolutj.onazy :Premise in.
Folqux'e Theory," in his Analytic ‘Essays in: FOlkLore
(The Hague: Mouton, 1975 Vs Bp.- LI-27. ,

S Baring-GQlild Devonshxre Chara ters and Strange K
Events (Londori: -John Lane, 1908) . :

. ’Baring Gould, Early Remlniscences 1834—1564
introd Leslie ShePard (1923; r‘pt Detx.‘citx Galg, 1967).

. R English and Scottish Popular Ballads, &d.
anncxs Jamgs Chi. 1882~ 1398, rpt New York: DOVE!‘, L
1365), I, fp. 226-2343.° - . p :

AR

i
F:asér, "Geo;ge sturt,

- 78p ul Ditchfield, Old English Custors Extant, * .
gt the-Present ‘Time: . An Account” of Local Observances)

;FeBtival Customs, and Ancicht Ceremonies yet Survivin
*In Great Britai "t——y—rﬁ‘gpmden. Gebrge Redway, 1896

{EngLish Sports Pastines and Customs (Lopdon: Methuen, 1891);




The Charm of the English Village (London: Batsford, 1908)% ,
The Cottages and Viilage Life of Rural England (London: % %
J.N. Dent, 1912); Old Village Life, Or, Glimpses of¢Village i
Life Through All Ages, 2nd ed. (London: Methuen, 1921)s s
. L . N
" - >
79,5, Gales! reviews and essays are dollected in
Studies in Arcady, 4nd Otler Essays from a Country Parsonage,. - .
First and Second -Series (London: .Herbert and Daniel, 1910 ' :
.and 1912); The Vanished Country Folk and Other Studies in
Arcady (London: Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent, 1914);
and Old World Essays .(London: Daniel 0'Connor, 1921).
Essays in. folklore: selected ‘from these.titles.are républished
in Dwellers. in Arcady .(193l; rpt. Freeport, New uzk
4 B0kS Tor Tibrarfed Precd, 1958) g

"George Sturt;" pp. 42-59, elaborates’
upon Raymond Williams' comments on "the idea’ of service".

made in the latter's Culture and Society, 1780-1950
(New York: Columhia University Press, 1958

. ®Ro1f Gardiner, England Herself:. Ventures in
Rural Restoraticn:(London: Faber, .1943). -

820harles Fleet, Glimpses of Our Ancestors in

Sussex; with of Sussex Characters, Remarkable
Incidents, etc., 2nd ed. (Lewes, Sussex: Farncombe, 1882).

83galter Johnson, Talks with Shepherds (Lcndon‘ R
George Routledge, 1925); Folk=-Memory, or The Continuity of
British Archaeology (Oxford: Claverdon Pross 1508
His Byways in British Archaeology (Cambridges The University
Press, 1912) includes essays on the siting and orientation
of churches and graves, burial customs; and' the lore oOf
the horse and ox. i o 3

“sazclay Wills, Shegherds of Sussex (londons
Skef£ington, 1938). .




85A Book reptesentative in title and content of this
"rambler" style is'Willian Dobson, Rambles by the Ribble,
lst and 2nd ser. (Preston: ' W. Dobson, 1877), who in
describing his visit to Austwick, Yorkshire, cannot forbefr
relating numskull stories of the celebrated "Austwick carles"
which he had been' told by people in the surrounding area
. (pp« 44-47). 'John ‘Trotandot' [i.e. G.P;R. Pulman] in
. Rambles, Roamings, ‘and Recollections’ (Londo) Longman
Green, Reader, and Dyer, 1870),".set out’to.record."some
account of 'manners and . customs' fast passing awdy’ for evex
He includeé a sketch of a Whitsuntide "club day" (pp. 65- 1
67); a talk of 'a ghost that was o ghost, with some discussion
Of a'white witch (pp..130-133); and a destription of an
evening's fishing off Lyme Regis which shows a knowledge
of dialect and fishing techniques, (pp. 133-141). - Such
books are Lnnately miscellaneous biit ‘frequently’ rewatding.

b The best account of these ‘authors from a folk=-:
loristic perspective is by Richard-M. Dorson in his

The British Folklorists, ch..I, "The Antiquaries,"

Natural Historz is cited above, ncte

s i : v
87kichara Goush, Human Nature Displayed im tfie

History' of Myddle, introd. W.G. Hoskins (New Yor
House, L968), cited hereai-ter as Myddle .

. “navm G. Hey, An English Rural Comminity: Myddle
under the Tudors and Stuarts (Leicester: Leicester = .
University Press, 1974). s . S

v,

89rhere were several’ jestbooks built around the '
figure of Scoggan; or Scoggin, as fool, rogue, and knave,
the earliest of which may Have appdared in -1565. . B.M.
zall reprints a selection from a 1680 editiom, entitled
The Merry Jests and Witty Shifts of Scogin;- in.A Nest, . -
5F Hinnies hnd Othor E—Xnglish Jéstbooks of-the Seventeenth
Century (Lincoln:. University of Nebraska Press,,1970),
PP. 105-117. : g SUES g " A




. using the Same precaution o guard his woodpile; h ha

. L3
90ghs,

s cradn—.mnal method of protecting a woodpile,
and its consequence, is the theme of the title story in
Vancd Randolph's Who Blowed Up the Church House and Other ‘.
Ozark Folk Tales (New Yor! Columbia’ University Press, '
1952), pp. 3-6.. .Other published accounts bf it appear.in
I.W. Dickinson, Yorkshire Life and Character: A Craven
Village Sixty Years Ago-(Hull: William Andrews, The Hull
Press;.London:, Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent,.1834),
p. 214; Cecil Torr, Small Talk at Wreyland, I, 61; Rcsalle -
E.. Bosétquet, ed. In The TroublesomeTimes: The Cambo o
Women's Institute Book of. 1922 (Newcastle-upon-’l‘yne. H
Northumberland Press; 1929); p. 112 (where a wheelwright
-protects. his stack .of felloes). In 1982 Mr.-Clarence
Blois, - farmer, of Hants Co.,- Nova Stotia,” told me. of

fieard of another. man ‘doing it years before..

v og s pradst "Type and Mobif-Tndéx

of the Folktales of England and North America, Indiana
University Folklore Series No. 20 (The Hague: Mouton,
1966), p. 114:° D1812.0.2.4(a).." Wizard has foreknowledge
of coming of clients. %

ngeoffrey Robirison' s Hedingham Harvest:  Vigtorian
Fam].lx Life in Rural, England (London: , Ccnstable, 1977), -
which .is based on sometimes unlnhxbited recollectwns '
within a Lincolnshite fa:ang family, shows that it was
not uncommon for masters ‘to assume proprietary sexual -
rights ‘over .theis Jnaidsezvants, "Masters slept with their
maids: The text; 'Sleep not for-ye.know not when' the
Master cometh, " had 'long: been, a!!\an housemaids, ‘a tlted
jest," p. 28. .

93 thonas Geering, Our Sussex Parish, ed. Arthur
Beckett (London! . Methuem, 1925) .. Beckett's editionis .
‘a selection.from a.longer original which had first
appeared serially in a Sussex newspaper-and was then

..published by’the author: in 1884.as Our Parish: A Medley:

By One Who Has'Never Lived Qut of-T .

. other tall cale naterial appears on’pp. 26 and
105; the auctioneer’s tale.is a version of ¥1215. 9(ab).
Hunter loses his bird dog.while ‘hunting; a'year later he
discovers the skeleton of the dog SEill. gointig% skeleton {

Covey, in Baughman, Type and Mouf—lngex, p. 48T |
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“John Ward, Moston Characters at plaz (Manchester
Charles H. Barber, 1905); Moston Characters at Worl

. (Manchester: Charles H. Barber, 1911). Hereaftef cited
as Play and Work respectively.

95

%A modsl study of. the: kind squested by :he Eccus

of iWardis book :is A.E. Green's."Only K Joking - Aiong
Coal~Miners,”’ in ‘Languige, Culture and Tradition, . eds.
A.E. Green and J.D.A: Widdowson, CECTAL Conference ‘Papers
.Series, No. 2 (Lgeds and Sheffield: . Institute.of Dialect
and.Folklifé: Studies, University cf/Zeedﬁ and C.. ToA.L,
'Un].vets).ty o )heffield, 1981)., e, 47-76. 2

97on a.discussion of ‘the prodess by which community
anecdotes become.shortened inté proverbial allusions. to'-
the stories, see L.G. Small, "Traditional &xpressions’in
a Newfoundland community:; genre change and fuynctional
variability;" Lore and Language, 213 -(1975), 8. .-,

Brhe' trick’ is in the spirit of number of folk-.
‘tales in which.contests are worr. by.default through an:
impressive'bluff; see, for éxample, Type 1612 The -Contest
in Swimming. Thé swimmer takes a knapsack of provisiops
on his back.  His rival is afraid and givesup, if Antt
Rarne and Stith The Types of. the Folktale, FF
Communications No. 184, 2nd rey. (Helsinki: Suomalainen
medeakacema, 1973), p. 460. o - 3

o

2%For the- two, lattex tales cf.. Type 1894.,' Man. ¥ ¢
Shoots a:Ramrod Full of Ducks and Type 1893A*.’ Two'Hares
Run_inEo Each Other and are caught, in ;- Type and._,
Motif-Index, p. 57- cA B

1“°sae Victor Turder, W11ty -and. Hierarch

.in His The Ritual: Process- (Ithaca;, " New “York:, Cornell: .’
University Press,.1969), pp. 166-203.. . For a discussion::
of "rushbearing” as a féstival .see Theresa Buckland,

“Wakes and’ Rushbearing-c:. 1780~ 1830: " A F-unct:l.onal )\nalysis,"

~Lore and Language,: v pt A (1982), 29-44.




'sons. (Conden - ‘Constable; 1932). y -

-he Bmerican Folklore Society,. New Series,. 'Vol

. Type and Motif-Index, p. 2

mitted this remark to'print; ne

* "Vance Randolph; Thé Cof

‘Publicatipiis, 1973 ppi-

: folKlorists.: . There'were earliér’ Women'
'collections,” however,
- Institute's: Story of -Our'Village' (Langport Herald, 1894 °
.cited.in R.L. Tongue; Somerset Folklore (London:'. The E

. Institiite groups in, 1925 by.Joan Wake entitled How to -

b hxstory studies The 'Voice Of

e

J.E. annell old Oak. ’l.‘he Story of a
4., with a menoir of Ehe author by Bis,

101 e
Forest Village,

392y, An English Rural Community: ' Hyddle, . 4

O3staniey Brandes, Métaphors’ of Masculmxtx !
Sex and status in Andalusian. Folklore, Publications of -

: . University of Pennsylvania Prass, 1980),' y
Pranks and Riddles," pp 11 360, e

Yoy,

“His 15 Type 955C. Mr. Fox.; m Bauqhma

105,

professar Halpert do 5 not: Geén to com- - wiy
3ezthe1ess 4t isiin the i T

spirit of his comménts-on Randolph's-intuitive. graspof. =
the need to providé the, full context of folklore in. . S
cholant RoLkiorist, v in Eof Lbve ¥ i s 5 1t
and For Monéy, The .Writings of Vance Randolph:.® An Annotated »
Bibliography; by Robért Cochran'and-Michael: Luster 3 T
(Batesville; ‘Ark.: -Arkansas College Folklore ‘Archive
5-17.,

% o8 1°Smne 1921 competition 1aunched in ‘Ho
Cuuntrx is-cited in .Ros#lie.E. Bosanquet, ed, T
Troublesome  Times: The Cambo ‘Women's . Institute Book. of

;1922 +[Newcastle-upon-=Tyne: . Nortl erland Press; 1929

p.75; the notable group of village History and: fclklorq &
collections

Institite
uch as' the Langport. Women's.

Folk-Lore Society, 1965), p. 234; but I have not ot e
able to see this. A booklet:addressed. to|Women's: L s

Compile a History'and Présent:Day Record bf.village Life - e
Is mentioned by Paul Thompson im his survey of erali . S 8
Past’ (oxgord: Unive By £ :




Prass, 1978), pp. 155, 238, ° The: interest in local hiktory .
.. .and tradition among members of Women's [nstitutes has . \-
¢ ‘continued-and Paul Jennings in The Iiving Villagd: A report’ - . )

- on- rural ife in. %gland and Wales based on actual village - o =
“scrapbooks - (Harmondswor Penguin Books, + PP. 18, £

. .- . Tecords that-some 2,600 urapboaks were ‘compiled to mark
.. ‘ ﬂ\e .GOlﬂen Juhilee OE the W.I. mvelunt in. 1965‘

107Harxnnne %.. Dicobe, - 4. Bopsat Up: Along s
Down Along‘ A Collection.of History, Tradition, Folk mte,
Flawer Names ‘and _Herbal: Lore athe:ed oqet—:"her ﬁ Member.
h3
e '

of W Institutes (Gillin T.H. Bxickell,
" The Blackmore P:reas

 Members of jomen
and’ Parke:, .4

L Po xam sey,. conp. ﬂ‘he Hest Hn:ta:ing Women '
Institnte ook (Chichastet, S\Issex. Uoor- and-. Hinqhall 1930].

" comps. . It.Happened in n_a_ng
s Intefests,- past_an gresent.
-~ s of the’ pshxre Fed, -of We

ed. s Eanpshke Feder
1967) 2 Tz g 5

N
ulsm A:G.Gli1éhrist], and L.B. Blrbsdiadi
““The Prickly Bush (The Maid Freed.from the Gallows) and
its connection with the. stary of The Golden Bal#," Jourfal Joutnal
£ of the Folk-Song Sogietx, 5 (1914-1917) ;- 229-239.




NOTES ,_? 5

: G‘eorge Bourne!. I Géorge Sturt),.Chapge. ih the’; -
Vxllag (1912' rpt London: Duckworth 1955], George .

turt, The Whéeluright's Shop (Cambridge:. Cambridge -i-
university Press, 1923). Hereafter citéd respectil
hang -and wheelwnght‘s shog. :

- i BOE. P ical -details. : 4

theIn Gction by ‘E.D." to his edition of ~
‘The Journals. of. George Sturt,” 1890-1927, A:Se,
(Cambridge: - -Cambridge umversity Press, 1967
ited as Joux:na].s.‘ e e

W ,The ‘Jourhals Qf GEorge ‘Sturt. 'Geor:

902 ed. Geoffrey Grigson (London: . The-Cresset:’:
1541)3 hereaffer cited as Grigson. . Grigson's
selection is weighted ‘toward Sturt's co\mhry life wr:
nd includes ‘several pieces Of folklife descxiption_ n
by the ness edition cit

i S'Geoxge Bourn
lZBD 856 (London: " Chattc and’W. ndus,

2 mne remark appears in a ‘letter Sturt wrote to
Arnold Bennett. in 1908 which is quoted in Bemmett's: . -t
Introduction to-Sturt!s autobiography, A-Small Boy: in -
he Sixties *(Cambridg Cambridge University Press,.
1927, Bdxs £




“English Diaries ' (London: ~OXford University Press, 1974), - . " '

2 P
E This videsptead story is classified as JI’§11 1

¥ Ol ot
.- hoot misunderstood by lost si_ngleton, in BaughnanTm Bl
- 3nd Motif Im'lex, B 3T6. Fe

v Bock club 1961) ;. cl

. - o
Tadal ina Guajiro Life ﬂistch {Viennai' - Acta Echno ogica 7
. .et Linguiscica, v Sexies Amencana 5, 1970) o2

. e B \ o593

¢ " Torigson, pp. 185-186. This a fuller version -
*'than that appearing-in Change in the Village, p. 188. i
The-rhyme is a popular children's adaptation of a*music- . .°

. hall song’ of ca. 1878; see Iona and -Peter:Opie, The Lore

‘and Larnguage ol Schoolchlldxen (Oxicr

«arendon Press,
1959), pp- ey o155

"scul ‘also”

occasion ‘as: an axample ‘of ‘the way'he tried to enter sm:h Fpopas ol
descriptions’ in his )ourgal asquickly as pasllble, < %
‘. 30, & . b

tote to Arnold” Bennett of th1§

See A Small ‘Boy

a1
discussicn of diaries, AR Studx o7

n‘George Bourne,' A Farmer's Life

l.auzie Lae, Cide with Rosie (Lonann. Boqatth

" press, 1959) 3 Frank Kendon,” The -Smalr Years (Canbrtdge-"’

The University Px‘ess, 1932)

Lgia xm.th., Cotswold Lad (London. “Country

114,

Florl Thompson, Lark Rise’to Candleferd (1945
.Harmndsworthx Py nquin Books, .r B4 30




A * e
i - 594
i . 5 Mart\in 3. Loweldce, "The Life History of & Dorset .
: Folk Healer," M.A. thesis, Memorial University-of

: foundland; 1975; p. 103: “He explained the
S sufficiency of |each subject [in the ‘three 'Rs'

“ there was ‘wuuing, where you -can, express yourself;
2 . reading, which lenriches: the mind;. and ‘arithmetic, which.

i : . -you learnt so tgmt nobody-céuld diddle you . . v o'"

' 8 ; Les Ollexton's emphasis-on."being. treated fair’. seehs to
match Bettesworth's. ''Stephen Reynolds.|remarked the same 2
‘opinion among.-working. men ‘in Devon; see his Seems: Sol
¥ VorkingClass View .of Pahucs (London’, . Macmillan, 1911)
A . B Feps ~

Richajﬂ Jeftéries! “John Smith's Shanty" s basn
discugsed previously; it is'partly about the need ‘for.
public houses aslone of the few sources. of warmth and
. 8 fellowship available ‘to-working-men.  Chyistopher Holdenby
. " takes gp this. théme, and that of the attendant: temptations
“- . “'of 'thé"pub,. in FOLK"of the.Furrow .(London:  Smith, Elder,
3w 7 1913), pp. 155-169, ahd. VAGtor L. Whitechurch has given a -
very good account.of the public house as an informal -
labour-exchange in A-Downland Corner. (London: T. Fisher
 Unwing 1912), 4o m———:s chapter "The Village Tnn;" pp. 39-52.

et ‘
AL mkoy Pascal,‘ Desiqn ‘and Trath. in Autobiograph
" (London:  Routledge ‘and Kegan Paul, 19601 pp- 18, Eﬁxa

ot B

3 Sy [ :
R 19see thé esbays by Helvin M. Firestone and Jares. |

Ci.Faris for the "stranger” concept in relatior;to mumming;
n Christmas Mumning" in Newfo\mdlana, ‘eds. -Herbert ‘Halpert and
-G, M. Story (St. John's:  University of Toronto Press for.,
Memorial University, 196‘9) ' Sturs makes a passing
reference, to the. "degenerate"’ form of.‘the mummers' play '~ . %
«“'performed by i‘axnham boys:.in change An:-the vulage. PP s : i
169-17 o : tept

Edward Thon\as, "Lob, " Th
'Edwax‘d 'l‘holnas, ed. IR S Thomas.
19 B), T 23 7

ollected Poems ‘of
Oxford: .Clarendon Press,‘

pe and. Mat1f Index; pi. 9.

po L Pk g & exsion of fype 366. “The Man Erom S e
ailows y S8




22, refer, of course, to Alice Bdrtha Gomme, . % .:
The Traditional.Games of England, Scotland, and Ireland,.
+2 vols. (1894, 1898; rpt. New York: nge: Publications, -
1964) and the two'major works on'childrén!s lore and play.by :
. ‘Tona and Peter Opie, Theé Lore.and Language of Schooichildren, |
and’Children's .Games in Street and P. axground Oxford: 2
 Clarendon Press, 1969) . o G

235
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1'chrlstopher Holdenby’ 1 Gnald:Georgs \Hattmﬂ ;
.~ Folk Of the "Furrow (Lcndon Sl\'\lth; Blder, 1.913] i cited
Eexeafter as Furrow i

Zseephion Reynalds, x Poor Man

 House (Lond:
‘ohn Lane, 1909) . 2y

- 3ph15 1d"n pint of ‘corseipondence with the ;
detituae of Times Hawker,. a Vidtorian poacher. (his 3
autobiography; is discussed: below), who_remarked: "I have -
poached more for' Revenge:than Gain.". :See James Hawker's
:Journal: A ¥ictorian Poachér, ed, Garth.Christia

/- Toxford ﬂxford umversxty ress, 1961) , p. 95:

s ‘s:uxt mentions. the legend. told: "uith sdhething,
a shudder"of B-l'\ath ist. farmer Who took- some’ Of’ his rain
spoiled grass on a-pron 14 it up, saying "There,’
God! . What d‘ye think o (A Farmer's Life, p: 207J.
% Nautxcal versions in' which a ship's captain climbs the
ast ‘£o curse.God ‘are discussed hy Patrick B.! Mullen Ln
"The Relationship of Legsnd ’and Folk Belief," Journal of .-
American* Folklore, 94 (197. 405 -409

'ﬁoclley, seehs
Macmillan,

blograyhical details given above. are. taken
Letters: of - Steghen Rexnolds,
Teonard, and Virginia Woolf, *

5 After writing. this section.I
was 'Kindly. diréctedby, Dr:"W.J,, Kirwin of. the Department

- of ‘English; Memorial, University, to J.Di Osbourne's essay, -

- "Stephen’ Reynolds The Devonshire Associatio; Re E t and

‘ the:
ed. ‘Harold' Wright (Iuchmon
The ‘Hogarth Press; 1923)

8




; ‘Transactions, III .(Salcombe,"1979), :49-57. ".0Osbourne's

vl * essay and his’study,: "Stephen Reynolds, a biographical

F iy _and critical ‘study," Diss: University of London, 1977, .

‘Tepresent almost’'the only literary notice of this author, '

with the excéption of B.W. Martin's Comparison of “Stephen ..

Reynolds and W.N.R; Barbellion" in A Countryman's Chap-Book;
.B5-95, and Paul Thompson' 'appxeciativ‘e no:"‘e in

The" Voice of the Past,. p. 36 5 o

Stephen Reynolds‘ Alongshm:e Where. Man ‘and
the Sea Face One A‘nclthet (New York: * Macn\illa.n, 1910). "

Stephen Reynolds, How 'Twas' Short~ Stories and

Sn\all ‘Travels (London. Macmil].an, ].912 X

- Jséens Sol i citéd i npte 5. Reynold's onl; :
comparable work, The Lower De (London: 'J.M. Dent, 1912),
is.described. i XD Canouznors essay, "Stephen Reyriolds, "
P: 55,25 "a trénchant contribution to the debate; 3bout
~’pay and cqnditions An the nayy. "
ra

. 105t ephen’ Reynolds, Letters of Stephén Rexnalds,
ed. Harold Wright' -(Richmond: Leunard and Virginia WDOlf,
he Hoqarth?ress, 1923)°

S uaohn T N Ixeland, e
-Case scucues in'Cultural Anthropology (New York:- -Holt, . . (.
+..i7 - Rinehart and Winston, 1969), 2. 2. ¢ -

other folksonq references appear -in’ ‘A Poof Mari

‘Houss,! p 312 (New Year singing), and'inAlon shore. 103,
(6n ‘a. broadside: "TheiBride's-Return");and p. (on

| "Trhe Bulldog Breed,” a putriotic Navy song)

3Ma)or E<] Ganmbisr- Parry, THé Spirit of the 01d
" Folk ' (London: Smi.th, Elder, 1913) " & i3 X

«vl.dFra'ser, "{:ecxge SEAEt; " pp, 25342540, 1 F N




yajor m Gambier'Parry,. Auegones of the.
Land (iondon- Smith, Elder,.1912). :

H[crace Harman, Buckinghamshiré DiaMegt, with ' - s s
‘2 new ‘preface by Stewart F. Sanderson (1929;"rpt. East i e, 5

- Ardsley, Yorkshire: . S.R...Publishers; 1970; cited
¥ as Dialect; H[orace] Harman;, Sketchés of:the Bucks
Coulltryside (Lundan- Blandfox‘d Prass, 1934); cited hex‘eafter
as’ Bucks Countryside

”s Bland),In Bucks’ - Second nd.Eniatged sateion’
of 01d Works.and Past Days.in Rural Buckihghamshir®':
Aylesbiry, Buc);s..g GT: 5nerg;1na, 1»9231' B~ 80

8yl meabon, A shegherd‘s Liie msm, rptfondoht
d)ént, Everyman! s Libtary, 1935 P

; e W7, Keith's ch@pter o ‘Hudson in'The. Rurd
Tradltion, pp. 171+ 199 i =

In Mad Shepherd And. Other Human Stud:.es (1910-
rpt London. Williams and Norgate, 1930) L.P. Jacks
described "Snarley Bob," a.shepherd,”in ridiculqlisly ..
mystical ‘terms: In his autobiography,. The ‘Corifessions’
of an ‘Octogenarian “(London: .George ‘Allen and . Unwin,. 1242)
:p.7189, JackS:reflected that "The':mad Shepherd  'Snarley .
Bob! ‘is clearly n.esserice, myself, though T

“ -thought % was vrrit].ng abcm: ‘a

c401 3. Tabu: s in
treasure. |(Ba §2YpE andﬁtxf Index), B 93"

z,z'rrg;é:, George sturt, " pp

e 23 erichton’ Porteous, chuu;ﬂmg Joe' (Lomdoni .
. Phoenix chse, 19 e 5 e




: ‘ )
24¢richton Porteous;  Téamsman (London: George
G. Harrap, 1939).

251“0: a parallel story see Edward M. Wilson, "Folk
- Traditions in Westmorland," Journal of the Folklore Institute,
2:3 (1965), 282-283;. Wilson remarks "The sagacity of dogs
is. fhe subject of many a tale, and as these have become
exaggerated, they have 1ed to pama.y "
ZSWalte: Rose,. The Vxllage ‘Carperiter, introd.-
.. Erank Kendan, (Cambridg The Sniversity Press;.1943).-

Denys.Thor "a’ Curé :for Amne " Scrutiny

B
©
L@
o
=)
~

ZEFra'ser', "George Sturt,” pp. 14=20.
= 5 l29

Walter Rose, . Good Nei hbouxs‘ Some- Recollections
of an English Villa Nd Its People (Cambridge: The
Ll'_s_'—n ersity Trass, 191D, : ?,

E M Bar:aud's Set M¥ Hand Upon the Ploug
% (worcester» :Littlebury, The Worcester Press, 1946)
© ‘narrates her experience as a member of.the Womgn 's Land
4 B Army;there ds some inteérest .in'her account of laa:ning
£ - farming. technigues -£rom 'the. bluff old foreman, -"Stone."
U. Ward's A Woodman's Diary. (London: Routledge and
Kegan Paul, 1952).° gJ.ves the reminiscences of a middle-
- class man’ engaged- in. practical forestry; he takes an
x B acerbic-view of the democratic-assertiveness of .the men
he worked with. ‘Crichton Porteou: *'s memoir. “of a ‘farming
3 i ip is menticned abcva, note 24,

,' V” 3 . " 1
. ik Barze:t,‘sarly to'Risé: A Suffolk orning
(Eondon: Faber, 1967).




320n areas for male sociability see also John
Beard!s interesting autobiography, My Shropshire Days
On_Common Ways (Birmingham: Cornish Erothers, (19481,
p. 119, where he remarks that it was customary for men
to sit under the hedge after work and drink the remaining
ale in their botfies before going home;,this became an
occasion for singing.

33A1fxed Williams, Folk-songs of .the.Upper Thames:
With an Essay on Folk-Song Activity in the Upper Thames
Neighbourhood (London: . Duckworth, 1923); cited hereafter
25 Folk-Songs. For commentary on Williams'- song. collecting
seé the symposium, "Alfred-Williams and the’ Folk -Sengs of
the Upper -Thames," published in Folk Musi¢ Journal; 1:5
(1969) , ,293-349; John R. Baldwin's essay ‘on -his ¥960.'s
survey of traditional song in Williams'/fieldwork area,
in which he located descendants of Wlll;ams‘ singérs,

is particularly interesting. I am qrateful 0 Dr.

David. Buchan for: this reference.

Myerbert Halpert, "Vance Randolph, The Compleat
Folklorist, * ‘in For Love and For Money, The Writings of
Vance Randolph, p. 12. R

35 eonard Clark, Alfred Williams: His Life and
Work (Bristol: William George's Soms, 1945), p: 94

36a1£red williams; A Wiltshire village (London:
Duckworth, 1912); Villages of the White Horse (London:
Duckworth, 1913); Round About the Upper Thames fLondon:
Duckworth, 1922); hereafter. cited as Wiltshire V;.J.lage.
White Horse, and Round About, respectively.

.
¥clark, Alfred williams, pp. 172-173.

-

3garclay Wills, Shepherds of Sussex, p. 27.




: The humour of the farmer aiscomfite by the boy"s
p@zesswely "worse" songs, as Dr. David Bu an points

to me, is M the spirit of the folkcamj;ype 1735c.
The Bribed Boy Sixfgs the Wrong Song. pe_and
-Motif-Index, p. 46). For a parallel to Wi{liams' Fs
story of the clever boy see Vance Randolph, Sticks in the
Knapsack and Other Ozark Folktales (New York: Columbia
University Press, 1958), pp. 4-6, 137, in which the halfwit
explains that if he tdBk the more valuable coin them damn
fools wouldn" try me ho more."

“Ogihis 45 "The Tasks" section of Type 875.. The
Clever Peasant Girl in Antti Aarnc.and Stith Thompson, '

The Types of the Folktale, pp. 293-295. a

41 have alteady cited versions of - this widespread
anecdote réccrded by George Sturt (Ch. 3, n. b

4%3,ughman, Type and Motif-Index, p..315: J1785.
Man addresses colt: ‘'Abide, Satan! Ab).del Iama”

man_and a_psalm-singer.

»

“3por texts of.the song "Butter and Cheese and |-
All" see Williams, Folk-Songs, pp. 108-109, and Kenneth

Peacock, Songs of the Newfoundland Outports,
(ottawa- National Museum of Canada, 1965), II,, 251 252.

g, Type and Motif“Index, p. 342:
K134. 6(a). Seller:  .'Thee would.be pleased to .see him

ull a load.' (The horse does not pull at all.),.and ibid.,
~p. 362: KI917.7.  (new Type 859D%) 'ALl of these are mine,'

says wooer as he strokes his whiskefs. The girl thinks he
is indicating the fields and live stock past which ‘they are
riding. "

Cf Type 1204.° -Fool Keeps Repéating his..
Instructions in Aarne ‘and Thompson, The Types of the
E‘nlktale, P. 375; Type 1284 ' Person Does Not Know Himself

ibid., p. 385; and Type 1697 'We Three,/i‘or Money, '

Ba’ughman, Type and Motif-Index, p. 44,




485everal of these numskull traits cluster about

the central motif.J1900. Absurd disregard or ignorfnce
of animal's nature or Mabits , Type and Motif-
Index, p. 318). For a survey of the £ield of blason
populaire see J.D.A. Widdowson, "Language, Tradition and
Regional Identity: Blason FPopulaire and Social Contrel,”
in Language,.Culture and Tradition; eds. A.E. Green and

* J.D.A. Widdowson] CECTAL Conference Papers.Series, No..2 ¢
(Leeds  and Sheffield: Institute of Dialect and Folklife
Studies, University. of Leeds and CECTAL University’ of
Sheffield 1951)v pp. 33-46.

4Tx1a01,1 (a) Anunal eats into’ great vegetable,
has'yoing while| living there (Baughnan ;. Type and -Motif=
Index, p- 535). Walter joyce, in:Moorside ’l‘ales and Talk
*" .. Thondon: .George Allen and Unwin, 1935}, a book oF anecdotes -
. “reldted-in a'.club of. EXnoor men,-gives-‘the text'of a SOAg; 4
* WA - 'Appy-Go-Lucky: Ole Chap," containing 'standard tall tale {-
motifs of fortunate. ac¢idents in hunting, and-potes.that its
singing, at a Christmas party, stimilated further tall talk
including a story of a sheep and ewe lost until found-in ‘a
giant turnip, pp. 38-40.

. 48ay L. Cothran, "Talking Trash in the Okeferckee
" Swamp Rim, Georgia,” Journal of American Folklote, 87
‘ (19741, 340-356. e e Sh it

‘

The sare feat is mentioned in Richard Jefferies'
interview with ‘a miller in Ruund ‘About 'a Great Est rte,
v PR. 170-171: .

5"m« further accounts of mighty 'eaters see:
3 Round Abcllt pp. 169,:223.

: - 5log. K1682.  Disquised trickster beaten by man
he is trying to: frignten. (Baughmar, Type and Motif- '
Index; p: 350). - it . J

; 52 Roy Maskenzle, "Ballad-Singing in tova séotia,".
Joufral of American Folk-Lore, 22- (19091, 32 :




s o 5 2 ] . i B
- 3 53Richard Jefferies, The Amateur Poacher, p. 122.

S4Herbert Halpert, "The Cante Fablé in Decay,;"
in Folklore in Action:" Essays for Discussion in Honor

of MacBdward Léach, ed. Horace P, Beck (Philadelphia: . =
The American Folklc& Society, 1962), pp. 139-150. -

55,

Lingo,”,pp- 3L4-3LT.. -

b history of
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CE. Iona dnd. péter  Opie, Childxen s Games i " it
. §treet'and Playground, ch. 11, "Act].nq ‘Games, "..esp. "' Johnny .

stanley Brandes, Mataghors Of Masculinitz,
sch. 9, 'Sklts and: Societ?, ‘PP.:.159-176., . For. the literary
the farce 3ig, a;dramatized “Forn'of.

fable, dee - Charles Read Baskervill, 'The Elizabethan Jig
ang’Related Song Drama :(1929; rpt. . New York: IDover :
Publications, 1965), /eSp. PPy 310-31l.. g

i

the cante:

See Maitin J. Lovelade, *'Ganta Clawinq g Santa
: Clausing!. in Shelburne Co.; Nova Scotia, " in A F
: Sampleér from the Maritimes, ed. Herbert.HalperE (s:. Fon's

Hemozial University of Newfoundland, '1982), pp.' 205207,
and -"Chfistmas Mumming: in Englandt ‘The House-Visit," in

Folklore Studies in Honour of Herbert Halpe;

eds. Kennéth

. 5. Goldstein and Nefl V. Rosenberg (St.
e Unlversity of Newfcundland, 98 UJ v BP

Johin's: Memorial,
271-281.




©1931); The Farm on-the HILL (19417, new ed., London

. “WHat.one can expect’from the -imaginativée Writer:is :Q

604
g 50, L NOTES .
CH. V' CHILDHOOD AUTOBIOGRAPHISS
. MWilliams, The Country and. the City; .p: 8- s
: ZPascal ‘D’eéign and mx‘ch in Al raphy, p. 85
. s Te 2

Alison Uttley was born dn’ 1884 and § pem: het sarly €L
t .Castle Top Farm, Cromford, Duhyshire, ‘for further
_bicgraphical notes see’ her cbituary, ines _saturday,
-May Bth,:197 ¥

1

‘Alison uuuey The Countiy %hud (zondon:

1949) ; cited hereafter:as Country c,hild and:Farm.

Spor- fuigther distussion, of. how am autabngaphical !

j: novg may Be "truer than life" ‘see -Pascal, ‘Design and" Truth-

in Autobiography, ch. 9; his. vemarks on the autobiographiss.

unusifal-skill'in.the evocation of scenes and charact

‘and more delicate self-obsérvation, especially .in respect
to obscure.other: urges, imaginings, 'to modes of perception
and"apprehension;: one -can’ expect too an artistic arranqement s
«of ‘the whole:" "(p. '133)

Aliscm Uttley Couns (Lcndcn‘ Faber;
‘1956);, b, 1347 cited. hersaﬂ:er EY %hing . e




(wndon. E‘aber. 1963), p. 146

i see.Gerald L. Pocius;:"'Interior Motives':
-and Meaninq j.n At%antlc Canada Homas," Ml.t.eth Historz
(1982) i

*.where: Aunt Jane Buell introduces. her ‘story. (A-T.955

8on “hierarchies" of baths see Aliscn Uttley's -
Country Héard (London: Faber,- 1943), pp. 9-15; on =
Cardlesticks, Carts, pp. 28-33; of,milk yokes, Parm,

pp- 106-107; for mats and quilts, farm, pp. 14, 17-18;
for seating pontions. Thsngs, P. II and cuts. P mo.

" %313 gon Ut tley, The Button Boxl it otheg Bssaxs

wFor a) comcxously}mno‘;nphm Appucation of
ideas hke Utt.ley s,"on"the essences- of matexsal objects,
; Rooms ;. ‘Objects)

Bulletin,. 1

'\11  L p

'a versified form of this provﬁrh stuck in the

H mmxy oE another childhood autobiographer, Angus Hector

MacLean; of: Cape Bréton, Nova 'Scotia; he however,: fad cbosen )
:it as_an ‘agreeably short "piece” to say in the ohliqatory

- schook recitations:

'There ‘were other mi‘allstlc gems Such; as
*TisTwilful waste brings woeful want -
..And I may-live to say, . -

Whick once I thxeu away ‘.
'God and - the Devil Et seal Cove (Baufax Peﬁlellc Press,
13976); p. 5

.?

For t.ﬂs procsss “with:: xaga.rd to folkca],es and
legends see Emelyn Elizabeth Gardner, Folklore from the’
Sccoharie. Hills; New York  (Ann Arbor wivenit of -
Michigan Press, 1937), ch..5; "Folk Tales,":espr ps 151 .
"The
Rpbber Bxidegzoom ) as “something which had happenéd-on™- . .
theiz fam in alden times - , .." 'Herbért Halpert gives
land: tradftion of .adapting and
localizing oldex songl" in his Preface t0, Newfoundland - ¢ <" .
dngs - and'Ba. in'Print 1842-1974: A T. IEIa and First- . . '}
Line Index; " qump., ‘introd., Paul Mercer ;
Memonal Univenity of Newfoundl‘ d, * 1979l ‘ PP. 3




Agaz e

7 -‘B.J.
candleford, p:. 7.*

$ »Popnlar press (1970

~.:'Tpt. Ipswich:

~
cargllers had taken ‘in’ singing "While shepherd:ﬂwatched
out

13)4Atgarat Lane; "Flora Thompson,® The Cornhill
“No.” 1011 :(Spring, 1957);, 145-165.

: " Lark Rise to- -

"5,

John F. Szwed, "Pau E; Hall. ANeutmmdlami
lqakez und His. Comminity of Song, " - in P 'olksongs ‘and
.-Henry Glassie; Edward D. Ives,”and John
F. Szwed lB w:Linq Green, Dhio:’ Bowlinq Green Univ ity

1)iep

<3 George Bald:y, Th Rabbit sSkin A'Tale of a -
as Rider Haggard (19

Notfolk Countryman's Youth, Ta
The Boydell Press, 1974), pp. 119017877 -

cited hereattsr as Rabbit Skin.

: i’iera Still'Glides the stream (Tondon
2 oxfoz,j Unxvezucy Press, 15 8.

19 i i Tee, ‘Cldsr withs Rosle (London. The Hogarth

bress, 1959); cited 4s Cider hersafter. :

8, Bl 2 E

Laurie Lee, "Writing Autobloqrallhy.' in his'T :
;19751 ret. Bsrmondskorth: Benguin Books,

De: scripticm of Aufob tograph

. zzms. Ell.zabeth Crabb,. a shephierd's wife, of -
“1n-1975,of the delight-local."

uppoders, Dorset, told me
hen they-. vinted her, for her: hushand was of t

ambinq over the chnsmas season.:

Ma:tha Ronk Lifson, "The M}'th of ‘the, Fa o
: Genra, 12 2l (1979), 45; 67. S e




'

Byoixs uays, MEunEn'd CovRer (19697 FE. TohdbA
5 Pan BOOKE, 1973) o

24

Christopher Ketteridge and Spike Mays, Five Miles

: 1k Bel ot or ézwe‘:'b?u a:doagings’ in Amcrican
-Folklore, ‘ed Jan arold4 Brunvand (Nes $‘rk: W.W.. ‘Norton),:
T L1199, el ' é“f o S

leme t Ha.l.‘ is, Hennage. ~A-.Social System in.
Minidture (New "York: iolt,: Rinehart-and Winston,~1974)
p. 8i and see -aiso hig Femarks. on: “cumpetence, ' B9, 0
which i8 the- oppcs,lte of eccentricity.

- the “Autobigraph
- eaders Union; _1957)

2Tgichara Hidlyér, Coufitry o
;. of Richatd Hxllxer (1966, :cpt. London

“ 2B mio ams, Border Countr1 {Toridon ¢
Chatto “ana Winans, 1960)'

Richar Jeffenes, Bev.ts The Story of. ) “Boy.
M Sampson Low, 1882); Kenneth Grahame, Dream Days ;
¢ " {New York'and Léndon: ;J. Lane, 1899); Frank ‘Kendon,

g THe Small Year: (Camb:idg The Unj.versi . Pxess, “1932) ..




NOTES

CH. VI ADULT AUTOBIOGRAPHIES '

Lrred Kitchen, Brother to’the Ox:' Tha Autobiography
of a Farm Labourer (1940, rpt. London: .Country Book Club,
IS, = e, - : 3 . b

The. cduntrx and-the cx‘tz,-’ ;;. 263.

2wiiliams

nis concept, Ls dxscuss d by Richard Bauman in’

: 'Diffetential Ideftity and. the Social Base of: Folklowe.,
Journal of ‘American Folklore,. 84 (1971);.'31~41, where he&,
;describes a context in which. "the contrasting identities .-
of the participants are directly relevant to the seructuring
of :the situation and to their understanding of it."

{ .
- ‘dcher books by Fréd Kitchen include a rovel,

The Commoners (London: J.M. Dent [1950]), and Goslington:

neither

, Portrait Portrait of a Village' (London: .J.M. Dent; 1965);
match!s _the interest of Brother ‘to the Ox.

T2 Sdanes “Edwin Sa\mders, he Reflections and Rhymes
6f an 01d Miller, ed. v mdlev'che_tez“:o'n TLondon:" Hodder

_——'—rand Stoughton,. [1938]

GHy ebsay, . “Chiristinss Nusmirg in. England: ' The
House Visit," previously cited, discusses this tradition
““which is'alsobeing explored by the’very active members
of the-Traditional'Drama Research Group 'in- England, whose
Work is Teported in-their newslatta: ‘Roomer. ) ;

A Studiea by Do qlas Ay, "Poachlnq and” the Game

i in Albion's Fatal Tree: Crime and

entu: E‘n 1and, ‘ed. Douglas Hay . .
3 an the: 975);“and . E.B." Thompson,

Whigs-and Huntérs: The Origin of l:he Black Act (




’gral Narrative Genre,", Canadian Ethhology Society, 'Papers '
rom_the Fourth Annual” Congress 19‘77 Dttawa - .National .

609 &

York: Pantheon Books, 1975), show the importance of
poaching as an issue in eightees th’ century ‘society, for
it embodied larger class rival!‘i s, between Whigs: and
Tories, for example, as well as commoners ' resentménts
at the expropriation of. traditional forest” riqhts‘ 5

Ssoime valuable ‘autobiographils of - ‘poachers which,
for reasons: of space, are not dealt with here include .-
- The Autahmgxaghz of a. Poacher, ed. "Caractacus!.[
Snell] “[London: - John MacQueen,:'1901) ; §o...747. "Being. ",

+. the Aucubiogragh¥ ‘of a. Gipsy, .ed. F.W.- :Carew {London: &+
“SimpKin,” Marshal Hamilton, 'Kent, "1891); ~and; :Daniel: Bagg:

Dan_the Poacher Sxr Born. Twice :(Ilfrdconbe, Deyo: rthut
H. Stogkwell T§§§ i wEIcE "also records h:

cony exqion

\\
X\John Wa sori, e% The confessions of a Poacher !
(Ed;nburgh and Londcn. N FOUIIE [390 5

Hpitoheisnd, Ccuntg' Folk, pp. 167-186."
: - ; c e

12, e Haiwker, James Hawkbr's Jourmal:® & Victorj.an ‘
Poachez, ed Garth Christlan lefo:d University Press, 196I

Frhe historxsoﬁ the. matuseript 15" fold by Garth
christlan in his" intre aucv.-lan, Hawker-died in 1921

“’x‘wamed By x‘ught : éei ng | the Life's History of
King. of: the Norfolk Poachers Written by Hj.mse].f, -ed,+ Ll
Rider. Haqqard (Londun Nichclsan and Watsol 93!

15,

Maxun i belaﬁ"g, "The. Life History'as an

Museums of Canada, 1978) ,7py 216. e




yplcal anécdotes of ’oachers' ricks can pe .
1liams, -Rounfl: Rbout the Upper _Thanes ,
“Marianne R.
38-39; George Ewari\Evans,’ Ask the Fellows

Who Cut. the Hay, 2nd ed. '(London: Faber, 1962, pp, 183-
1847 and Acky, also by Evans (London: . Faber, 1973), p. 69,
most Gf which deal with Clever hiding places improvised’
by poachers’ Or ‘their wives, for themselves -and the game.

- - As: smugq].ers were’ said. to train their horses to
obey reverse: orders’," 80 . poachers trained their dogs; thus
a dog” could’ be cleared of isuspicion Of.poaching by seeminq

‘to take no'interest in game.wher apparently urged on by its

makter ; - for ‘an exampl.e sje Johri Yonge Akerman; Wiltshir

<Tales' (London :'-John Russell Smith, “1853),. pp..1

. St 50:the 'shepherd's’ anecdote, quoteéd ahove, recorded

. H: 'Hudson' in A Shegherd 5 Llfa, y

T36hn 'muns, The Rutob ogiaphy ‘of an Engush
anckesier, ed Art hue H Byhg - apd Stephen M. Stephens, i
nd rev ed. (London T..-Fisher Unw'n, ;189

= g “mchaxd Jeﬁferies, The Gamékeeper: at ‘Home, pi 29:
. .7o the lad’is not 4 favourite in. the.village, and few "
.. -% i if any. of the .Other .boys make Eriends-with him.: He is too . ¢
7 g Loyal to.adnit of their plajing trespass-—he Looks down on. -
then as: a lit\-_le Tower in the secale

Unérman’ Goodland, iy’ Fathier Before Mo (Londons . & (-

. Hutchxnson, '1953); "ds'aninteresting picture of ‘his father' 's
't 5% Obsessive craftipride ‘and- gives . the sense of a:heavy dut:y sl 2
i, f i falling o the"sons, to'continue: in the fam).ly trade“ :

Ten-Years OL Game-KeeElng (London ,

Ve Baward Amold ,909, 5. 233

21t;ams Carley, The Nemioiis of Gaiiis carley,’
\'A’ Sussex BlacKsnith , Written by Hinself, ed. Francl s
Steex; Ind od. (Chichester: - Hoors and Tiliyer,




el PR - example paniel Bag,gs in Dan- Ehe, Poadhe
i 7.V 6r 'Born ‘Tuice, after mentioning his date ana place of .:  ©
s P e 7", Dirth, Humble parentage, age in' relation’'to’ bfothers and .
. ' sisiafs, tums fo his memories of the cotiage interfor -
and éspecially the fireplace, p._

Emerscm, A Son of the Fens (Londun. Sampsion"
1892). F R

[ S ;-23

245 i, Enerson was a.prolific’. author anda’ ploneer
photographer His 111ustra‘&ed books, such.as Pictures: of-:
A an‘Life (London: '§..Low, Marston; Searle; and
Rlvinqton, 1888) ; which appa:ently shows working Zife'in *
the narshes,’ are scarce ‘an@ expensive,.and.I have been 3
ynable to see thefi. A volume of prose ‘sketches;:English
Tdyld; 3rd ed.. (London::'A.G: Berry; 1924), despite a.
p *certain “stagey™" quality,. ‘shows his-keen ear for dialect -,
* b T :and ¢lose attention: to’folk’ belief and, narrative ‘style. & °
x luis ‘two collectim\s Of tales and legends Tales from Welsh
e O Wales. Founded  on Fact and Ciarrent Tradition (London:s= D:
@ "Nutt, 1894), and Welsh Fairy-Tales and Other Stories (Londol
;'Nutt, 1894) ,. while somewhat.Over-written, are the result
of .personal collection, as- shown’ by the brief imdtes he makes j
about the narrators ‘at, the ‘end Of ‘the . latter volumej-as
Professor Halpert, remarks, this is quite' an early - example
of such attentioq to ths scorytellers thems 1ves

: 251.. F. Newman; "Somé Notes on Life in'East Angl).an
V1llages in the Early Part.of theNineteenth Century
- Folk-Lore, 56:2: (1945)? 249

: sFleetwood Pride, K"Fleetwucd Pride. 1864-1960"
The Autobiography of, a Maine:Woodsman," eds. Edward-D,
Ives and David c Smxth, Northeasr. Folklnre, '9: (1976).,

- 27, Derek, Hudson, Mungy, M'an f Two Warlds. * The foe
< and. Diaries of " Arthur. J. Muhby T828-1910, (1972, rp(: ‘London:
Al_)acgs - Sphere Bot)ks, 1974.] (PP, 103-105. . \
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CH. AVII ON RBADING BIOGRAPHY AND AUTOBIOGRAPHY ]

; 7 lulonerrilling,  Sincerity and Athenticity::
.+ iThe/Charles Eliot Norton Lectures;.1969-1970 (Cambridge,
.. Mass. ,Harvard University Press, I972F, pp. 24-25. - -

= . Ziiayrie, Shunaker; English A g%g@g aphy: -
Emergence Materials, and Form (Berkeley and Los Angeles‘-
5

Univex'sn.ty of Canforma Press; 1954):

AT g Tives, The Tape-Recorded fsbck vagl
2", " Manual for'Field Workers in Folklore and' Oral Historx
41

¢ (Knoxviller University'of- Tennessee Press, 1980)

Payl Fussell

% : Sps The-: Great ‘War and_ Mudern Memorx
(New Yurk~ ‘Oxford Unlversity Press, 975) .,

% { Life and story in. The Pug im's

Prcgregs, ‘Ln The Pilgrim's Progress:®. .Critical and
Historical Views,"ed. Vincent Newey (Tm‘zowa, New Jerseys. ;!

" Bexnes:and Noble, 1980, pp. 49-68..

Bernstein,
Codes-‘ ‘Their Sécial Origing #nd Some Consequences:'

'american Anthropologist, 66:6, Pt. 2 11954), 56l 5




: Leslie Stephen, "Aumbieg:aphy, in his .Hours 4
In'a Library, new ed. (London: Smith, Elder, 1893), - .
TTT, 247. . -

5, - . d
R P Randell, Fenland Molecatcher; ed. Enid 7
Porter (London~ Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1970), is .
,informative ‘rather than personal.

Mgy el began. A ‘Countrynan's Tale. (Lonaon. .
. Constabls, 1973) as a family Ristory but found.himself
., inevitably writing a history,of his villaqe ; 3

: “George- Padfield' The: Reflect).ons of‘a Dcu:se
_Countryﬂan (Ilf:acombe Devon: - Arthur H.:Stockwell',
1579 E P St e WS

13(5lann, 0'BELGW [15. BEian B'Nolan] . .The Poor -
Houth (1373 ¥et. London: Ficador;.7an Bogks 15757

.

w0 Vyarepd.Ronk Lifson,"The Myt‘h of sehe Fall:
a Descrl.ptxon of hutcblography, " Genre, 12:1-(1979),
a5 . ’

An Readings« in
Fers ectives, ed. Steven.:

: Lo e o . o
i, P sPaul Radln, The ‘al .
.IThaian Californj:a pubncﬁi " In Amesican Archaeology
and Ethnology;’Vol. 16, mo.: 7 (Berkeley:  University .
of Califarnia Press, ,1920) b 2383 Ny S

¥
The Life Histo_y in AnthroEological
Hult, Rinehart and Winston, 1965);.

L.
L Langness "and Gelya' Frank, Lives: “An Anthtogological bes
lN Vaté, ‘Cali! oz:ni : .Chandler and 5
bTis " 5 : Pt




Genre,"ip. 216.

1830hn Dollard, Criteria for the Life History
With Analyses of Six Notable DOC\-\meh 357 1P New. .
York: Peter Smlth 1949) . - =

19Gordon W. Allport, The Use of Personal Documents -

"in Psychological Science (New York: Social Sdience Research B

Ccuncil Bulletin 49, 1942)
2 ‘ : ¢ m w Y

Kluckhohn and Robert Angell, eds.; . The U: of Personal T
Documents .in History; Anthro) and sociolo 3

York: : Social. Science ‘Research’ Ceuncil By
pp. 78-173.

Gelya }E‘xan]g, "Finqu the Conqnon Denon\mator.
A Phenomenoloqlcal "Criti the ‘Life)History Method,"
Ethos, (1979), 68-947 awrence G."Watson, “Understanding E
a Life History as a.Subjec{ive Document:. Hermeneutical * 7 3
and Phenomenologlcal Perspe tives," Ethos, 4:1-(1976), v,
95-131. - ? :

zLovelace, Ifife Higtory as an 'Oral Narrative

Genre," p. 213 . ’ 2 v .

n\b n,”
3rd ed. (nerkeley, Tos:Angeles,. Londom University of P
California, Press, 9_73), P35 ‘

2 St;ovelaqe :

ider Haggard, Preface, I Walked by Night, | .




“(London:’ Fabex, 1976) .

- Village (London Paber. 1969)..

‘England: A Regional and Comparative Studx (Londo:

615

275amuel Raphael, ed., Village Life and Labour,
History Workshop Series (London: - Routledge and Kegan Paul,
1975); Samuel Raphael, ed:, Miners, Quarrymen and
Saltyorkers, Hiskory Workshop Series (London: Routledge
and Kegan Paul, 1977).

George Evart Evans, Erom Nouths of Men

t Evans The

ttern Undex. the Plough -

’Asgects of the Folk-Life of East Anglia. (Londons ' Faber,
.1966);, b, 22, - Other works. by Evans include The Horse"

in the Furrow: (London:: ‘Faber, 1960), The “Farm and” the,

maen‘ry Mayhew, London‘xb‘our' a;nd the Ldndon\_ Po

4 vols '(1861-1862; rpt., with a hew introduction. by.Jo
D. Rosenberg,-New York: Dover Publications, 1968).

3lgeith Thomas, Religion.and the Declire of Magic:
Studies. jn Popular Beliefs in Sixteenth= and Seventeenth-
Seneury Buglend, (I971; st Sammondsvorth: Fengafn Books,
1978) . . B .

Alan Macfarlane, Witchcraft 'if Tudor and Sk

Routledge and l(egan Paul, 1970) ol

3|<e1ch Migin o s EEEy i l\nchropology,"
Past_and Present, No. 24 (1963),- 324, 'ts a good intzoduction
%o this approach.

3 pmanuel Te Roy.Ladurié; Montaillods  The

' Promised Land of Error,.trans. Barbdra Bray mew York:
5. Braziller, 197§) 3 | /




.

 grateful:£5 Dr. Gerald

233-238.

T Nebraska Historz, 53 (1972), 99-113.

M.an Macfarlane, 'l'he Falnilx Life Of RalEh
Jcsselm, A Seventeenth Century Clergyma y in
Historical Anthropolody (Cambridge Cambr. dq niversity

Press, 1970) -

| 3ﬁEjal‘ne Stoklund, "on Interpreting Peasant
Diaries: ‘Material Life and Collective Consciousness,":

. Ethnologia Europaea, 1132 - (1979 1980),°191-207; I am
ius- for this reference.

Edward Dy vIves, "Common Man Elcgraphy. Som e

" Notes by ‘the Way;" in Folklore Today:. A Festschrift e
Richard M. ‘Dors: ed. Linda D&gh,: Henry Glassie; Pelix

.'3. 0inas (Bloomin (Bloomington., Indtana University, 1976);.pp..  ;

- Z51-264.
“aoéeph'dqcobs, "The Folk," Folk-Lore, 4 (1893), .

s,
3951 gurd Erison, “hegional European Ethnolcgy,
Folkliv, uos..z 3 (1937), 52.

O51gura Brixcn, "Eurcpean Bchnology in Our Time,
0

Ethnclogxa Eurogaea, 1:1 (1967), 10. .

41

Ibid., .p'- 10.

42 Sigurd Erixom, "Urgent Ethnologlcal Tasks,"
Ethnolug].a “Europaea, 1:3 (1957), 167. .
‘3See, for example, ‘Bunice M. Schofield, "forking
Class Food and’Cooking in-1900," Folk Life, 13 (1975), .
13~23; Roger D.. Welsch; "!Sorry Chuck' Pioneer PDQGWEYS," %




“Knox: ' From Mar

“‘Maine," ed. Wayne Reuel Bean;

St. John's, 1980

617

. - *%Eqvard D. Ives, Larry 'Gorman: .The Man Who Made
the Songs (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1964);
Lawrence Doyle: The Farmer-Poet 'of Prince Edwaxrd Island,
Maine Studies, No. 92 -(Orono: University Press, 1971);
Joe Scott: The’ woodsmanvscngmake (Urbana- University of
xllinoxs Press, 1978) .

#30he Following: biogzaphie

‘have appeared’in Northeast Folklor

1864-1960: + The Autoblography of a1
IV

nd autobx.ogxaphms

"Fleetwoad Pride’

e Woodsman; " ed.’

nd, David C. Smn:h, 9 (1967r, C.. Richard
Tall,Tale ‘Teller- £rom. Mount

) itchell, "George.

 Légend; " 11 (1969) ; \"Mé&. and: Fannd

The ‘Oral'Autobiography’of Ralph Thornton of: Topsfield,’

Eighty-Two' Years in 'New England,” ed.: Julia:A. -Huw a2
20°(1979) ; Carl R. Griffin IIT and Alaric, Faulkner, and

-including- the reminiscences: of Alberta Poole, Rowe, "Comi_ng

of Age on. Damariscove Island, Maine," 21 (198 )

46yictor Butler, The Little Nord Easter-‘
Reminiscences of a Placentis Bayman, ed. Wilfred W..
Wareham, MUNFLA. Publications, Community Studies Series
No. 1 (St. John's: Memorial University of Newfoundland,
1975) ;. subsequently republlshed by Ereakwater Books,

47Aubrey M. TizzaxdA on sloging Groungd'
Réminiscences of Outport Life in Notre Dame Bay; g
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