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*'has also been obt : i

The st\nly is am attapt to analyse Bhe rmture and £um:tion

on in the . of

of fm-nulaic

.. which vere uoxksohqs used t;a accunpmy manual 1abour on’

board merchant l’ilil}g shl.ps in’ the last century. The p!l-
" mary objecnve is to exa.nine the’ stylistic ana concepum

alte:atinns ehat« occu: in’a: smqer s appzuach to perf.ormance

\.\dutin ‘the traneitibna,l" phase between ‘the non-literate and

1it:erate s:gge" of agosiety, for althouqh fumn1a1= cempo

sitipn, “eor. "re-c:eativa performance, " can exist in both non-
- :

litetate and U.texute comxts, :eaen‘chers ‘have shown that. R

the methods of pexsommce difie: signiﬂ.cantly begween’ the

£ culture. - - : : e

two phases
i
u.umugﬁ some textual -atenal has been qatnered fxc-

publxshed shanty ‘collections, the analysis centres mainly

"on “Ehe ‘epertoires of Richard Maitland, whoge songs were

rad

cmmﬂ—boertlmqer and mo by Alan Iamx, :
and another’ of Doerflinges' s 1n£omnn, Capt. Batrick. %
Tayluet. Since ithe ttudy 1s canf.lned to a vary spe:i.fic
‘context;. a great deal of dm:a pe:nlning ‘to the txadition

ined from the aut ies of femer

seanen. i
Follo\'Lng the thecretical precepts of Mi).man Patry and
Albert Tord, ‘db'well‘ab other writers,, suchias John ﬁrnxe, 4
~-David Buchan, Duvu Evnns, an& Johin D. Niles, whase ‘woxks
are. extnpolauou of.'t 'ml theo:y,‘ the. atuﬂy amines

" how literate attitudes; patticularly the com:epts of- /' .




"improvisation,"

.memorization and affect trie shantyman.

." approach: tg- parfamanée'. The study also examnes hew '&he

smqer must ‘modify nig ‘method of- per!ormancé-

o sausfy

¥ certain ‘functional condxtwns or to cope wn:h the' st:nctu:al

and stylxstxc dxfferences in the sopgs r.hemselves. generally

v
spea:kmg, nt—,eracyr}nay be. saxd to have a. broad, conceptual

5 effect un the 2
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In fplklousncs, the-tétm "oral tra on® is'éomonm ]
9

S h employad, ‘albelt rather- loosély, m refer to the . tiansmssionA

wmre wntmg is unxnawn, or knqwn only ‘to a select fev,

the. concept of mamorlzatxon £requent1y does not exl.st, and Vs

o Psrzy and Alber Lozd,, we, now have a falrly geod understandmg

px‘oce/ss ‘that enablu the unlettered smge: togtre,

i ay create! lﬁs songs in pexfaxman:e throuqh the manxpulat.ton P

" of traaitlona exbal elements (fo‘rlnulaa), narrative epmodes

5 (v.hemes), ‘and strubtuz parallell.sms). ‘In lxterate qu.—

© e tuzes, the stahility ‘of {rinced page. tends to xmpres&

i < pon’ the’ perfomr a;he notion ‘that the text!is 1nalterable,

aﬁandz even when materials' are dxssemlnated by wotd-of—muth

.} such- socicties;. they are qeneral‘ly learned nnd‘ 'pe:fozmed

; ,byzoce. P i, AT
MRS . o .
S0 w gt ;" The ‘style of.




P4 of literauy opens ‘new. venues of thouth. to thé.- si

_lnclndug potions ‘of- foJ.ty ana orlqinfﬂty, which aﬁ_fecl:

their hasm 2 #.)

iy, in con”

trast co the uqmuy- nit. compositiogh styie of* the ral

phase, the pexrm-)nnce of gl?gy ﬁxtlnq e t:ansik.ional

’pe 1od is "foosely re-craatxve, L and many of: ebe dntegxa].
sed texts elther dl,ngpeu or. he-'

ci:me" sub‘stént':l.any ; ltared.

In ughg of th_ese changes,

word-of.vmnu h :ramsmiaaion }n 1.tterace sqcie

o Xn the present study, we ‘shall’ e)!am!.na the na‘tixg‘e and’

“Yole of fa-creation*in the iance of shanties as used’




ents to hea‘n.nKn.d haulmg tasks on board

-megchant‘ \sailinlg ships of the last century, paymg close .

attention to the ai ok in the s nan's method“of. - s

performanced and that of sl singers. THat 'éhantie' Were

x‘e—'created in’pexfctman is:a fact wefl known to-anyone ‘. "

t who ‘46" ot acknowledge “the

A this tradition, FranklEullan,- ELTY SN

' R S
54 T # ¥ d £
Now isvnecessary to say something ahcut’ the
‘word§ of Chanties. The sbbborn fatt:is that
_they ‘had no set woyds beyond, a’starting verse
or two and;the fixed phrases of the chorus, :

: el n nbt words at all. For . . A 3 1
all Chanties were omptu as far as the words .
were” concerned. Many a Chantyman was prized in
ite of hys poor voice because of his improvisa: < ., 4
ionsT Pogr doqqeral they Were mostly and ‘often RS
ery lewd ‘and £flthy,-but they gavé the kiowing

Jand” appreciative shipmates, who roared theé re- :
£rain, much opportunity. for laughter.6 | .. . i

The! ‘s'hax@ies may‘ also be, classified yithout re’sezvauc“ﬁ'asi

+- 'part of iverbal® tradition, for“in spite of the stereo-—

typed image'Sf; the nineteenth—century seaman as an "iiliters

J: ate," hxswrxan Davl.d Alaxander has shown ‘that. as early as’ %o

1835 cver ﬁﬂ?}g pex‘ cent, of merchant sailoxs were litexate

ang thaty by the furn of the cem-,ury, this £olk qzoup had .ol

attaxned’ a literﬂcy ra-he‘af ninety per cent.7

shanty performa % however; 1s J,,nfluenced by more than

“tional considerations that have a sign. ficant effe‘ct onthe -

i
¢ }
t.he literacy. of the singers, and tﬁere are: important func— Y
v




* tion’ agalnst theif use “in'hnl entertaimuent context. The

fqmats, c‘ne xhanﬁies consi\st of a 'diverse bcdy of songs " L

tha( R?Z, umﬁea oy By the fact, that they vere ai:l used

1dual‘effects of thgse 1nf1ue.nces but. f.he].x: <]

as well‘ ® I

Among séanen; the shanties are rele

A\minema_

qated soJ.ely to the \work eny).ronment, anﬂ same wnters have

stated that thera vas 2 *tabog" aqaxnét sinqing ,thelrka\: any. -

other time. Presumably, the’ stmng associat,tons the shy'mcies

i t Labour are respafisible for the prohibts’
"R \

have with

the shan

“study. 13 alsoyhmited nagi,onauy to. am analysts o ¥
& used.on Board Engush and mnenuan deep—water vessels, I
‘sailors £xom both- ’

and qiverx the frequent interchanqe o




A TR g B

countr}.es, we are esssntlally deal\xng wtth a sxngle\tradltlon. i

~—
: o ‘Shantyinq as p’racticed by ‘the seamen of continental Edrope)

& Scandinavia, the Can.bbean, and othexr na:lons i.n Virtually

cultural and contextual, Factors in each regiony/ At sevexax

pcints,.however, we shall note the iAfluence Df thesa other
uaditions *on shaﬂ:yinq i

the Anqlo—Ame;ican “context.

The Eirst. four sectiqns of ¢ the thesls conslst of ‘an "

the function af the shantles their
hxstury;‘and their ehemauc contem:.

“The data pe taining

‘o the context as, beem gleaned fx;om hﬁth popular and academlc

jec[ from _ifferent perspectives. . Chapelle N and Laing

for examp_\e, ccncentrate on the modliicat;mns in hull and .

W
P 45 Tieed quging design that occurred over Ehe course of the centu:?

tradxtmn. Luhhock, oh thié ‘o her ‘hand, has pmduce ¥

skries of wurks analysln? the. 4 dusﬁry in terms of the vari—

&2 has publﬁh\e\m excellent T




. : :

ethrogrgfic: analysis of Life in the merchant sailing fteets, -
. Znother valuable source ‘15 one on which* Hex-hust hmself

relied quite heavily, and'that is the autobiographies of

fqm!r 'sean}gn. There is an imense number of these volumes ~-. . -

available and.k;hgy essentialiy'f’a_ll.,'in‘t'o' two temporal groups:

r.hosé er.t.ten around the middle of the last century due to

the spccess of Richard Dana's Two -Years before the. Mast; 13 ‘

and those wtitten in’the years follwlng the First World . \',

War ‘ug_to the noutalqic furor caused by the demise of the \ 5 %
.

sailing etabee M Corménting ok ‘tnis bedy of nte:atuxe ol § \

David Alaxandet writes

- Some of 'it, written hy evangeucul con‘(erts, : i . \
“describes lioxrendous] conditions. ..but most N
of- it, while e\lphaslzlnq the hardship and -
brutali'ty of a seaman's life, tends to a per-
verse pride in that Eact and concludes that. / - . |

* it'was as honourable.and worthy a life as.any- ‘ w
working man might'hope to £ind. .The literdture i
is yepetitjous and, whatever the moral stance
of the writer, there is common agreenent on
many polnts.l5 B ¢ : -

Althoui;h oral hxatonan “Paul 'ﬂwmpson has' cautioned" against - o

‘. ation of thla ‘thesis. Con\ments 0n \the litezacy f sailor,i,

" for example, whilch are frequem:ly made “in thése wnrks,‘have

S

theuseof‘ £or-ethnogr: Sear bnthe

qrcmnd that the.y reflect the personal bl.at of “the au&hor,

.he does allw that they are a useful loutcs for bacquound

material,t & 6 ana their uae has heen .so &ﬁned in the px-epn-

not ‘been considered valld historlcax :ecordn, and iur _such




...15

Dntn pertunxng to u\e shanty tradm:iun itse.lf has come

g nainly from ubruxy and as‘chive soprces, for since the con-

text "in chh the songs u:zived vxrtuauy ceased to exist
over ﬁ(ty pears aqo and had been on-the decline for i

many years prior to tnat, ‘the collection-of ‘shanties .£

i sing\ets who used them in the nmmcal context isa IK er V.

dlfficult und:maklng at this late date. At the outs t Oﬁ
the project, 4t was hoped that Newfcundland,lbeinq a xeqxon

where sauinq vessels were ua,ed'in an' industrial capac;lty,

a unt11 as recently as twenty yeazs \a\zo, would pxove to be a',

Eavourable area for shanty ‘collection: v-'l‘h:.s, however, up-

peax's not to.be the case...In fact, the shanty - ‘tradition

" seems “to Have been rather weak in-the px'ovince, for a thuugh
_some shipboud Iabou: was regulated by vocal accompaninent,
a smqle song, "The Jolly Poker, appears to have been \xsud
in most situations. “This'song is a variant of the “short- .

hauld shanty, "Do my Johriny Boker, " and its yse at-the vindj

1ass, 7 uhich is a heaving'aperati sets the & land -
tradifion apart from that whs.ch existgd on most’ Anglo-!

American ‘leslell- The most li)mly reasol or the ].ac.k crf

shantie: in the reglon 15 r_hat the "Gnnd Bank" schoonexs :

nse\i by Newfoundland fishemen and contal trarlers are guite ' %

Y su\all in ccm\paluson to lnost deep—water vessels, and furthar—

wh.tch means f.hat thz working of. the sauu 15 muc.h easl.er on

,these veuels, and thus, shantxeu may .not have been deened

necessary Even on the largest saulnq shlps, shanties were




.. tracted to. the Shanties’ for nostalgic or leltical r%asohs.

canstituted the heaviest labour‘ 13

Most of the pubh.shed works on the fradition !\ave been
prbduced» with a-popular audience. in mind and although the
shanues are ‘an important sub-—genre of folksong, xepresent—
ing as they o what s pexhaps the most significant corpus

" of woxksonqs,-m Anglo-American culture, ‘fev tradined folk-
lorists have bothered to expend dny’ Great amsuntof energy
inveanatmg this :raditmn. Some,‘such as cecu Sharp, 18

have writtén n'the husic of. the shar;txes, but on the whcle,

<rlittle effort has been directeﬂ toward an analysis of

stianty performance and ‘the caltural’ significance of r.he songs

and. perhaps the only, work of note emamating from.an academic 5

sourée is’ Roger D. Abraham's ‘céliection of eésays oh. con-:

the West JIndies, Deep the Water,

#
s _tempo:a_ry shantyinq

- shallow the Shoré: - Most.of %me literature on’ the subject,

fulklcrists, nidny of whori are- former seaman of. writers at-

While most of these- works are not intended to be sc:zlarly

exaln:mations of the tra}iticn, a few), notably Stan-ugill's

shanties froln the Seven Seas | and wullam Doerﬂlnqe 8

and painstaking research and Have contributedjmne#\s 4 o)

our knowledge of che shanties and the -practice ‘of, shantying

< pul lished cullectlons xncluded, has been prod\lced by "alnlteur"‘




. rsonqs and chen into various sub-group

'.‘..17"'

I general, there are threaspects of, shantying that
\

“Rave ecevled the most attention- the pra 1= ai app‘ucation

. of the\ songs in the, work " context, the hxstory of the tradisy

tion, #nd the themat).c ‘content Of the songs.as a Mirror of .

seafan\ng 1ife ‘under sail.: A].though the fu;/xctmnax analyses

of -the txadltxon ‘are in Keeping with the a proaches nf con-
tauponaLy folkloxist:u:s, the discussions, as I.say,’ ar.g

normally confined tc. ‘the practj\cal applxcat;ons c

Te='in “fact;: the] cununon practice is to classify shanties ac-
cordinq ‘to-the area of labour for which they are used that

1s, they are Eirst d:.vj.ded xnto "heaying" and "haulinq"‘

Little, however ;

“‘has been: written on how the denands of: different tasks'af-.

. fect’ the type of song uséd: and" the“subsequent fect on ger—

fomance, or - on he\unher functions. of fhe songs, sich as

the diversion ‘they provide from the labour and’ group. uiifi

catiun In this shudy, the chapters ‘on fsnncmm and content

WELL attempt. to provide some i siqhts into these Lat

aspects of the traditinn.‘ S % T &
of ail matters pertaining o, ke shanties, that wmbh

has been ngen the mdst aﬂtention is the histcn: of the .’

6radt\:ion, and’ there is considetable disaqreement on the

“ subject. B WELLAER HppBALIte £44) that a tradition's.

mport‘ance is directly pm{;u‘r‘éional to its age and assert,

oﬁ;&ﬁmwl_’s', y

on tne basis. of Literary' refetences to £

K

" or ‘”cries" of sailors, that the" shanties ‘date’ back to.

Elizab times.n_,

.' -y thopght on_the matter, .




- ~ . nowever, hrouqht about larqely shrough the researches 8E

Hugill ‘and Poerflinger, ascribes a moze tecent origin,s -

either auring or’shortly after the Napolgmxc wars‘," "

g g - . 1
Rither, the tradition appears to have

en agpp‘f:ed from thie

worksonqs of the. Black stevedox‘es in o

.United- Staees and the Carihbean. «In ccnsequencek t_he shanues i B

“.of the latter half ot the aéntury repx‘esent not on1y a Stage |

< in the evolutian of a single tradition, but e msx‘gmg of

9 _' £ many trad'itions. This, as we shall see, hasﬂa very siqnxﬂ

cant_effect on the

history:of the hanties that in thi stud consists e

n\a):nly of ‘a ze—evaluaticn Of what has already heen written

~on-the: sibject, and w‘nem}ver possible, the orlginal Sources

s w7 quoted by other #Gsearchérs have, béen re—-examined. Inthis o

xespect, the antobiographies of seamen have, again, besn

of, great service, for by comparﬁxg the commenvs of. a wxn:er st

.. ' such as~Dana- wiyh thosd of sailors £rom ‘the latter part of Loy

-
M  the century, “one, can obtain ‘a fairly.good diachronic’ “per—

’. (
4 i spective on’ the traditian and";he alterations thét uccurred

clue to. the techm.cal and»socinlaqical chanqes in che merchant




, of the so-called “oral theo

'...19

analysis of shanty pertamance wn_h pg!tlculn‘

“to the re-creative aspec: of the ﬂ'aditio‘n. The princxpies

"*have been applled to a*num~

“ber “of traditions, in xecent years, and while my of :these...

dnalyses have Eeen examined d\:}mg the prepiration of this..

d\esis, those having the g'teateat meact are Paxry and. Luxd'
g 1n1t1a1 works on Yuqoslav and Bomerlc epic, - the formulaic

analyse;n Anqle snxon scho'lars, puticularly those of

Donald K. Fry

nd John D Niles. and n\ost. Ampaztantly,

in lite:a;e contéts

me ," og

. by Buchah and h9 seuche_rs working with traditional blues,

chiefly John Batn e? and David zvms.u' These lattet works

o 5

Bs vas “stated eaxlier,‘,the ptmry purpose of the- pnsent

- stuﬂy 1 i ate, How che s to re-

varies !ro- Ehat of oxal singers', and: while t.he dif-

fe:ences are nny, t_hey are genera).ly attrumtahle f_n two

to. the: next, and due tq functionul d.nbentives, he -often de-
B

J.ibera;ely attempts to -alter hj.s texr/xn perfax-'n(am:e. .

Sacond, nm: al hantie are banéd of ormu].aib pattern:,




most of the dlscus%xon Mill .fécus on how.’ these factors

affect .ths shantyma\n' s’ uge _of formulaic and non-férmulaic

matexjial as well as s overall approach to the’ Per,fomanbé

“of diffex‘ent types £ songs .

audgmq from past studies, it ‘would’ appear that ¢ i)

: seax‘chers analysing e-creative performance . in- othier con-.

texts aﬂopt ne’ of two ba51c appl‘oaches to their tespective

S
;and anal.yse }11 zole ;I.thin the tradician., a!s Buchan has

k;ases of traadied nal balladry, or. they concentrate on’the
1

A

tradition in qeneral a\nd use s .variéty of erformers. as ex-

amples, @s Evans has dbne in his andlysis of the blues

“With the shancies,‘ che\ Latter approach is favoured, .for due

‘ ito the multiplicity af influences acting on this" tradition,_
different shantymen hav;e different fundamental. approaches
1y
to perfomance. Thps, &an analysis of at ‘Jiekst €o sinqers g

[ - S ts 1mperative in orﬂer ta shs!w the ttue nature .of ‘the re-'

Ed ¢ . creative Pprocess ‘in chié cuntexm -

’Thex:e is, however, a problém with fxndlng suitahle
|

texts on wmch to base suwh:an dhalysis; for it is not

! enough Y- rely on versicfs ‘that-are represeneativeof typical (

perfomances; xather, W s& hi ve texts copj.ed down from
: “adtual pexfornances. Most o, the pubushed shanty collec-

tions are fot suitable, for a qrea’c deal Jof 'the matexrial’ in

“‘them hds beéri edited Ln order to make the songs -more S

. 3 g




e

j -

'used spar,inqu und wlth cautiorr

vee21
acce'ptable to the general puhlic. l‘his ptocess 1nvclves 9
niot only the deletfon of matenal t.he adxtors eonsidgr
obscene But also an attempt, in some Ansnnceu, to nake
t.he shanties more poetic than they act\uuy may have n

been. In other’ caaes, t:he editon have col].ated ve:sxons

. in .an attenpt to estabush exthex an "u:' fom of agiven

25

s sunq orsa taxt th t: contains as many of f_he stanzas known

26

to Rave been usad in thn sonq as possible, Althouqh some

mate:ial nas been “abawn fromsuch cﬁleccmns, it has been

censo:ing of forthright sexual xeferencea, is-Doer: lmqet,

and ‘ﬂ\: songs in hls cdllection are an 1nvaluahle resqurc

for anyone atudylng e re—creahlve' aspact of shanty per—

. =, he 1nc1\|des\ a;

o <
versions cf 'a song as' s\mq by a single shantym\oz care—
Fully nube: the alterations mide in different- perfomanqes,

and thi} nakes his collection an even x-lcl\er source of

naterial.- 2, i ; =
_His’ two principle in'fomgm;s ‘are Richard Maitland and
capt. Patrick Taylger,, yho, .at the tine thetr shanties
were tecordea. wata bcth 1Lv1ng in sqiloza snug Harbot,
Long 1slnnd~ Mnitland was bo:n in. llew chk, in 1857, and

began M.s nafaring camer when .only twelva. ‘At this younq

* aqe, ‘he sxgned on as a tminee on boud the Amerlcan

s-:hoolihip, tcug and u;ans dunnq his two yeu




T was a popular performez at falk festivals o the mrtheast. L

o od8 *
. apprentlceship on this vesael that ‘he 1earned most of the [
- shanties he ‘carried with hin for the rest of his 11fe.

After leavknq*he Mercurx, he followed ‘the sea 1ntem1ttently

. - ...7- for a few/ years but finally comnitted himself to a éeafarxng
{

oesupat 4nd served on many deep—water vessels uitil.some=

. t:me af%vmrld War I.- In 1ater years, he was & frequem:

¥ performer &f shantxes ‘and sea sonqs at folk festivals in’ N
the United States.28 . ¢ Ble g el TR

- ‘After. Bis initial'ekposure to _i:ox’m;al'.educatibi'n &énded

o ina fight‘wm{- the master on ‘the £irst day; patrick:

“Tayluer dec:.ded that his, fortunes 1ay elsewhere, and. he

+ spent. most Of ! his.childhood earning what iittle money e

»_could by perfoming odd Jobs in and am_\md hi; native

5  Bastport, Maine. ~About 1880, at the age of thirteen, he

ran’ away. fxmn hbme and, headed for Boston Wwith the intention

_of joining a ship as cabin boy. “In this pujsuity he had | (-

the.good, fortghe to fall inwith 2 beqevolent capeam who

“saw to it that young Tayluer 1eatned how to x‘ead ana wmté

A " s vell as how to sail. After nine, years service in the,

merchanb marx’ne, he obtained an ex}:r —master ‘s 11cense J.n»

. the port'of Halifax and Iater served as captain on both

British and American vessels.- Durinq the Pgrst Woi‘),d War,.

3 e * he quit the sea and s’iqned p’ with the:Brytsahs 1oth Lancezs\"

He did not retutn to his fomer cecupat!.on the war's end.". B
He eventually retired to the United ‘States and, Like _Maitland,

“29..




2 " The ‘shanties of theseitwo men form - the" Basis fox
’ of the discussion on shanty perfozmance. hrtic\llaz atten-—‘

) . tion is paid to Maitland's songs, :for M.s repex:texre Jw.s o

also been collectedby Alan Leux,A imi_thuu, a}ternat‘e g

-versiéms of alsost dll Nis songs axe availible. " Goplies of

.

A ) ¢ 3 “the Lonax recotdings have been obtained ‘Exon the Archive -

of Folk Cdlture, . in Washington, D.C. copx_" of: Doarf.'linqer‘ ('

recordinqs of ! Taylueb have’ also been: oﬁt’hh\ed fnm the same ’

“v° :
n - t.huugh m t of Lhe

texts: ae printed verbatin in Shihtyren and skantyboys, the

“of'materfalr in the!.r ‘own tiqht, fo

tapes have “the advantage of contiining the clements delsted

fron the printed versions'and they alsa Fontain a numbe of

v & " uas not included in the w?llﬁhed eo).lectioh. only sh\glq .
: ¥ \

r:z/m his
sting clitrast”

) . 4
X TR d toMaitland's nre mvenuonal uxu, nd'sswe shall’ ser
. .

versions of Tayluer's songs Rave seen reco,

texts are S0 dstifet that trey offer a P!

t.he £wo men -ppaar o have sibatintLally

bi2Sg
55 o o their tradition. AL1’ “In 111, t.he Hart Land and TayLyues

# L q:rpuses comprise roughly seyen:yatiﬂ. "‘cmplete' texcts
: - :
s e amda number of: Eraqments consiahing nunly viaadd;txonal

it i starizas: !

i X poy E’inally, natetial Ras alsc bee@ drlwn from the shanties

Vi includea in the Robert: W. Goraor m1muon,”‘ copies. of

S zemoxe ana Lll\guaqe Axchive (mrm) m




“""si_nqle s.tanzd dnd & chorus. The recording! are p;c,ima:uy

ey

i r;aj,; \1aj.hed £}
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~"DAMN AND BEGGAR 7RHE N;\YY/‘EOYS: A MERCHANT §HIP FOR ME"‘:, "

CONTEXT . i

By the Jyear. ef 1902 captain Thomas Powles had had ‘

enough of searfazing. After ferty—two years: of servu!e .

under saillin the merchant marine, aunng wmch time he
had cu‘cunmavxqated the globe on numarous uccaslons, he ¥
resxgned hls posltlon 4§ commander of bhe four—masted

barque, Jan\es Rerr, anﬂ retxred to a 1).fe ssho:e. Be was

'

f1£ty~51x years old.. His xesalucmﬂo leave the sea; was gy

undoubtedly a d:.ffu:ult: declsion for him to make, for on
his final voyage he! ‘wrote: “This drifting down the North
Atlanﬂe is not wi'ery_ cheerful fzom the monetary point of
view, but -- it's awfully m.nseﬂ'l._ Capta;r‘x Powles vas

one of a small group of dle—haxd skipp‘ers and saitors wh’.
clung onto sail until the, hitter end, ultmately to their

flnanclal lass, for by tha end uE the ineteenth century,

almcst all of the world s ma)or trade routés had been taken®"

. over hy . Steam. thh\an axr S0 typxcal of the consarvanve
mind,’ these men scoffe\d at_their peers & the "tsn kettles"

" ana staunchly declared that thxs was nof_ seaﬁarlng. Fron”

an aesthet.u: point bf view, they may have beex;nr correct, but,

« “as Captain Powles realized, v}nex; etoromits were brought:’

into ~the pictuxe, they’ were men out of their cime. i

Ir} the early yea-.:s of t:he twentieth century, saxILﬂq -

!hlps all but dlsappeaz‘ed £ré the face of the earth.




" /5,081 tons, ‘the only vessel of her kind, ever built..she.;

. sexperienced sailors finding their way irto thit Hervige by

" man whose nauona1 spirit coyild Prde moved - by bounties,

Apart from a m,\mber of schooners and ot‘-ner Bmau /_gssels

engaged n\alnly 1f coastal trades, about, the only merchaﬂm

~fleet of any note was the "Flying '®* Liné,* owhed by
Ferdinand Laeisz, of Hamburg, Germany. This. Company
cpei’at}d several steer'barques and ships and, in, 1902, T g

launghed. the  crowning g].;}y of sallinq slup technology,

the’ Preussen, a steel, five-masted, fuilirigged sm.p of

*was: run down by a stea.mshlp in. the Engllsh channgl in,

1910.2 . o : e

'.The beginning. of the penod in® max‘ltime hxstcry when .

merchant sax‘an ships domlnated the: oceqns can be tra ed
to the, years 1medfs«;e1y ffElloJunq the Napoleon\ic Rars i

and the War cf 1912A pn 3 m thls, conditl.ons of war, . j' 1

large-scaie B ana

Britau\, cms was due tc the emphasls placed on max.ntanung .

‘the strenyth of the uayy, which Fesulteatin- most ‘of the

one :c:u.te-ox another, Many voluntee: d, ‘but''d gredt: many‘

mote went by uay of ‘the’, "_prBSSdgangs;'l whose cudgels and

Bpiked liquor were'suze to ‘'secure the enhstmem: of any ’ ”

‘provocative editorials, or t‘le songs. of” charles Dibden. '

I the, Unlted States, the gituation vas reversed. e

URtil the electwn of Jphn Qu}ncy Ad:ams as’ Presidept in




e penoa the demand for suppl

5 Co SR R TR R <]

- 1798, the Amer:.can fa:.led ‘o appreciate the

ecessn:y of a wellvaquipped Navy When war b:oke out

/ bet\een England and' Francé in 1783; the Statgs remained

. neutra?;'but tned to reap the econumi.c benefits cf the war
by tradmg with both sides; a pracczce «:hat resulted Ln
their vessels being seized by: both French and British ‘war-

B sm.ps -- -particularly the’ former. Thus when the Navy
Departmem: was establishéd by the Adams _aditinistration in

1798, its first crders

authokized retaliations on

erncﬁ slups anywhere .op ‘the- sgas."?: This was not a

declaratxon Of ar' ‘but it produced Ehe. desired effect.

Unfortun: i.Aaamss j ,momzﬁa‘

the Nivy to fal]. into such a state oF aceay that spoliations
by British shxps eventuany fo:ced the Amen. ans into the’ :

‘War of 1612» ¥ " S - .

ut. in’ spite b5 the seemingly endless wars™of ‘this

fs and provxsmns Xept: the
Terchant marines of Britain and Amar:l.ca very much slive,
as, is evidenced by jthe considerable. growth in:the fleets

20f both natlons durlnq theae confllcts,

At the commencemént of the Revolutionary
War she [Britain] had 950,000 tors [reg-
istered merchant shippmq] . Through that -
war she lost abouit 300,000 tons; yet in
1790 her ‘commercial fleet had greatly
increased, it then had 1,460, 523.4

- Acrnss “the m—.lantxc in the ,Um.ted stutes ‘even more. as-

tounding gains wére made, for 4 '_hac country, registered

, allowed

LN -




' régulated along naval lines. As Hugill, States, "It Was

2 - . ...32- N

shlpplnq had rl.sen from 123,893 tons Ln ].789 to 667 107 -

tons by the turn of the century. ¥y - N o

But the merchant service of thisBeriod was vastly

as S from its co ‘art of later days. - In Britain, ...,

the Navy's efforts toward recruiting the best seamen meant -

%;hat those who sarved in conmezclal vessels were- nften of e et M
1nd1£fezent guallty and due to the constant threat Of

eneny, warsh).ps and pnvateers, Bnnsn and Amerlcan vessels

~alike were in\zar.tably/outfltted with cannon. and a generous © T i,

supply of. muakets, pistols,” boax:dlnq *bikes ‘ana nets, cut-

lasses, and other m\plements of naval warfare. :n»keeping

with this paramilitary stace of affairs, life on baaxd,'

‘ dally work, and, to, a lesser extent. dlsclpllne were alsc

the period of the 'Johlgy aaul"—t‘auc'_ as opp'qsed‘to the

| Merchant. Johdi. .

thh the comng aﬁ peace in 1315, tmnqs began to.
change, Magters chld now navlgate their vessels across

the oceans without fear of being Qva:\‘:aken ania s&ized f:y the

g enemigs of their country, and so the para-Naval -facades b i

" gradually disappéared from the merchant fleets.- -T?e quality .

of the' crews also began o ‘improve slightly as fen who had. ',

‘. formerly’ been in ‘the Qa Dhtalned their dlscharges and

service. 3 sy % . 8 ¢

' opted for fne less rej tzicted\llfe-style Of the. cqmmezcxal g s
]




e ' There,were other factors, nowever, apart 'froni these )

- that can be dlrectly attn.huted to a state of war, that kK

\. inhibited frée.trade uan the seas, fdctors largely rer -
lating to mariti e/law. The first of thesdparriers had

*. -actually been broken down prior to the end of hostilities

when, 1n 1813 the East’ India Company's age—old n\onupb]_y ‘
cn trade thh the Far East was rescx{.nded) thereby openinq Q
&

R ‘the’y wealth of the Orient ‘to all Bnush smppmq. whild

this. had Iittle beatl.ng on events J.n the, Uruted Gtates,

»  “there were other nmnsh regulations’ that aid_affect Alne}:x.can

interests. ' Until !:hey were repealed by westmlnxstex: “in

1819, "The Navxgatmr} Zaws# r{ecla:qd ‘that

o ..no goods could he ca:zied hy coas:al sh).ypmg
from one part of Great Brita*n to ancther, or b R
: exported from Great Britain-to any British.. | x T i &
g 1 T - Possession in Asia; Africa or Amexrica.:ior B J &
¥ & :. ; - carried from one British Possession in Asia, ' A
® 5 -Africa of America to another, in any.but.- - . gl 1

g wn kB British ships; ‘that no foreign,ships -could : P ° !

2 - trade with any' British Possession unless
specially authorized to:do.so by Order—in-
{Council; that various consumption goods of . >
European SYigin could only be.imported into.
Great Britain in’British ships or in ships af -
the country of origin,.or in ships o .
country from which they are normally. rted e
that ro. produce ‘of Asia, Africa or America
could be imported for consumption into Great’, .
Britain from Euroge-at all, and that .u: cnuld 3 .
only be imported from.any other plazﬁ' o
British ships or in sh1ps uf the cof try of :
origin.

o

-signed by Englanﬂ« and the Unifed: States in 1815; ‘the latter:

- |
By’ ‘the freaty.of Commeres uh Navlqatmn, which*was s, e A B
|

£ T ccuncry was. granted pem\isslon to carry uut ‘trade ‘in the

ports-of Brit:am and, the orient but: was dem.ed access ‘to the' ..
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o ¥ ports of British North America. From the point of view of

. the, Yankde merchants, this was hard usage indeed, for-prior
to the revolution, trade with the Caribbedn alone amounted

to. Yimost $18,000,000 annually,” ana so, in-retaliation,

Congress placed‘an efbargo, on ‘all British vessels trading

between restricted ports and the United.States. Although: s

this was‘a ‘situation-in which neither country had, a dis-

: S .- "tinct advan®ge and was .in many. ways unfavourable to both; = ., ©

It was not easily. resolved. The'mc:e: bécame: Bogged. down :

'E ; in diplomatic negotlatwns :hac dragged ‘on’ until the fall'

of. 1830 when the restrxct—.ions were 11fted

th tyo. excepts’

. fons * B ‘ions:- 1o Eorelqn vessel could engage m the. coastal trade
. rd

of. elther country, and American vessels were suu for=+. .

‘bidden ‘to carry exports from a third: Sliney s Brltaln,lo

,

el . . " Throughout ‘the first half of the nineteenth century, :

1 o aged ol<ithe Ameficans poured heart, and soul’ into their merchant el i

-1
‘mariné, and they ‘soon dmnlnated any trade in which they were

engaged, an acmev'en."ent largely due’ to'the development of -

FE

& and a shallower draft than o a conventional sailinq ship,

intxoduced a rathe: novel. Lnnovatlon to commercial shipping - *

- speerl

...the/New Englanders. took early to sh;p—
building.and soon .excelled at it. 'There
. was no valid reason Why”thé hull-forms of
Voov o e, * ‘seagoing sailing-ships should Be. built: to
PR . resemble ' a large herring. barrel.... . There
. was_morgover a good financial return in X
fast ships. - Théy Were used as priva}:sers,

& e - -




i g ST~ ' s .
N . N 5 a5

first, in the War-of Independence. After-

wards they became traders, ranging the

length ahd breadth of the great Pacific

and making. venturésdme voyages to China *

, and the East, whoSe ‘s\ccess founded many R

. a New England forturle: - Then' they cut in o

on the China trade to.England; after the . =
repeal of the British Navigation.Laws'
(849) I

S

One should not assume .from this uotatioh that United States

vessels were in any way limited to’trade with the Orient; =

for American ;packetsva]_m:%completely daminated the Western

s .. | .Ocean trade between the ed ‘States -and Brltaln f£rom 1816

-until that route was taken over. by 'steamships in-the lather

half of the century. ; They also boasted one. of ‘the' bést

whé‘ling fleecs the ‘world has ever known, and the.lx txaﬂxng o

vegsels found- luérative marKets in continental Burdpe, the. . W'

B -Mediterraﬁea’n, and' in the “"hide dzvghing" trade with

Cahforma» an xndnstry wl'uch -is perhaps more xenpwned as s

" the setting for Rxchaxd Dana s Two Years Before the. Mast LT

than for any fortunes it may have produced.’:

‘The E.(.xst half of the nineteenth century. also, saw a

nunber of technologieal changes: 'in the rigging of vessels, Py
: . and pérhaps the most important of these modifications was®"
{ B ‘ the develapmen(: of self-reefing topsails-dnd, later,

‘aivision. of both topsails and topgallantgails into upper

and lowér:segments. " The purpose of the new design was

o _essentially to ‘cut down on, the number of men needed aloﬁ:

while taking in !al.l “and thus, one. of the immediate zesults

“of this 1nnovation was that the size of the average crew .




ia decreased; - But the sailodp themselves also benefited, for

in spite of the fact that there were fewer men working

on the yard, the smaller sails were lighter'and, therefore, .
~easier and safer to handle. In addftion to the economic
and' humanitarian benefits obtained, this desigu;gi\o had

an indirect effect on 'the practice of shantyifg, “fbr with

fewer meri ‘on board, -the number that could be ‘allotred to. - e i
W given task was_reduged, especially if'a varjety of functions’ 4

were ):e':.ng executed ‘at, the same ‘tine, which was' usually the

cdse.. As a result, work fhat. was relatively Light when a

3 large groyp was avaliante ‘suddenly became. quite taxing.

Previously, such tasks. were co-ordindted by a very rudi- L -
4 & ?

"sing-out, " it
f o |

g, but now_something a bit more substantial vas réquired, and

‘mentarytype "of vocal .accompaniment known as

the need-for a #ong in i:hese situations probably led to the
<o development of the shozc—hgm shanty. o )
. As a result of the technolqgleal savanceREmae by e, S
g . .americans, particularly in-the atea of hull design, ‘theis ', |
- . ships’ could deliver goods on & more .reliable schedule than \V

e .. could Britlan. ships" and at sxgmhcantly less cost. Con-

set;uently the. Americans dom.lnated any tradF ln which they
Acompe_ted directly with the British, ‘agd_thm was particularly
evident in the Atlantic passeénger trade. ' Many British ¢
#£1ms “took refuge in the trades R undez the ‘provisions
of the, Nav).gatlon Laws, but ‘in spxte. of these protect).ons,

'y Brieish shlpping activity in qeneral ‘book % doviniazd Eirh.




There were weaknesses in almost every aspect of English
\ merchant marine but iaarticniaxly in theix mﬁbuuaj.nq. i
It was not a case of Lnabll.\ty or lack & technology, but
- the construction of vessels in Britain was g more expemuve
:ptoposxcion than in the'States due “to timber shnrtages and-
Cs British tonnaqe laus taxed a vessel by her Iemth and

N ' .. - beam but not:by hex depth. owners were anlmed _to order

deep—drnughteﬂ uhips wh1ch were nuturnlly Bluggxsh in the )

UG g In 1836, Puxlxamnﬁ\?polnted a select comxtcee.tb v &

mve.stiqate the merchant marine, but:.its terms t;f refe:ence

¥ - .. were such that its primary focus was only ‘on t.ht froqaency.

7% of shipwrecks and Aot ‘on t'he industry as- a whols, - Even oot

withiin this fnmework, its results were limited.~ Two ¥ o
v yedrs ‘later, the priorities of British'shipping f.nqé\x:est;— -
were substantially altered after the Great Western and the'
Sirius made the first transatlantic crossings under steam., -, '

" The government quickly realized that yhereas the Americans’

strength lay in’ their unlimited timber resources, their, own

strength lay in their industrial caplbllities.v Consequentiy,
3
steanship Lines, ‘such as Cunaxd's and the Rogal Mail Steam
- xcks(: company, were given huge.aubsid_ib to foster the.

1 o a’ev'elopinent‘at thel technology and to defny the coét b'f coal. ",
But the transfer from sail o steam would not occur ovex- X

V3 i nxght, and it Houla be many yeats before a: steamshbp- could

/\compete 1n the. .voyaging trades to the Orient anEd ‘the west




Ve 38
coast of the Americas. For these trades, Britain would
have to rely on her sailing fleets which, in the first half
of the century, simply could not compete on an equal footing
with the American clippers.

Thus, the 1830's and '40's were lean years for shipping
in Great Britain. In fact, by 1843 there was such an accute
depression in British shipping activity that, according to
Lubbock, only the discovery of a "modern treasure island"
off the coast of West Africa saved it from total collapse.
The island was called Icheboe and its treasure was "penguin

guano to a depth of 90 or 100 feet."l4

As one might expect,
this year saw the appointment of another select committee
on merchant shipping, but again, its terms of reference were

too narrow to produce any tangible results.

The discovery of gold in California in the summer of

1848, which created such an enormous boom in American shipping,

had little effect on the British scene, for although the
transportation of passengers and supplies from the eastern
seaboard of the United States to San Francisco involved
several thousand miles of deep-water sailing, technically it
was a coastal trade and, therefore, one in which British
vessels could not participate. Nor did British shipping
profit greatly from the subsequent increase in emmigration
from Europe, for, as was previously noted, the Western
Ocean packets on which the emmigrants sailed were, for the

most part, American vessels.
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l o Through bhe efforts of the Forelqn ofncg and the *

¥

" poird of ‘Irade’, - Parliafent was fmauy induced-to act, and

1n 18497 they r_epealgd the Navlga(uun Laws “The neasure was

not xecelved with;a great deal nf enthus‘iasm from the Brxtish

PR s)u.ppmg commimity, ' arid when American tea Glippérs began

o aruvmg in London, n_panyufeared r_har. the' days of the’ Btitish P

mércham: marine were numbefed. But theze were others, mnot

% “ Bo¢pe$1mxst1c as ’the.u: colleagues, who xeahzed £hat the

S . p:otect).on offered" by the’ Navlgatlcn Laws' wasba false: ,y .
5 N

¥ semnty wluch oniy se rved to perpetuate an unacceptable

state of affalr .and thalt a real salu(:J.gp t«;"'t‘he problem w o

Pl o would Snly be "guiged - Ehpolgh N complete alte:atxon in“their

4 3 appxoach to smppmg. Ig the commercial service &t Britain

x4 " was t6 ‘compete successfully, it would +have to do 5¢; by

megung, ‘if not surpassmg,‘the standards set by the Americans.

T The cont:lnued efforts of the'Board of' Trade and other

N\ :agencies fn ch direction resultéd inm i (:he ,ﬂu'rcannle

Marxne Act of 1850." 'rhe mos!f. notabre- ccnmphshmncs of

b T tnte legislation vere the creation of a -Marine Department %,
410 ] ~ :

. ot ) w.lthin the Bcaxd of 'rrade which‘ was responsxble fc\r all

2 od matters xelating to. merchant. shipp;ng and*the mtmducuan

-

of mandatgry competency tests and ce:uflcates for: masters

and officers. T

ion could not'have come'at a i

" . Positive’ government: a
P

more opportune time, for.in’1851, gold was 'discovered in

5 . . “Australia, and the demand fof vessels was suddenly gréatér ‘g

.1 thah the-British:shipowners could’ €ope'with. To £ill the . '~
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immediate need, they chartered or bought any available

ships from the American lines, and when the tonnage re-
gulations were revised as part of the monumental "Merchant
shipping Act of 1854," orders for new American and "Nova
Scotian“l5 clippers were quickly placed by most of the
larger British firms. The Australian trade also precip-
itated a healthy increase in domestic shipbuilding, par-
ticularly in the ports of Aberdeen, Glasgow, Liverpool,
and Sunderland. As a rule, British built vessels were
not as large as those launched on the other side of the
Atlantic, nor were they quite so lavishly outfitted.
But whereas the North American ships were built of soft-
wood, the British used hardwood -- primarily teak -- which
considerably extended the life span of their vessels.
Ocean commerce under sail reached its peak in the
1850's and the rivalry between nations, lines and even
individual ships, not to mention the ever increasing
threat from steam, forced masters to drive their vessels
for all they were worth. In many respects, deep-water
sailing was as much a sport as an industry, and on both
sides of the Atlantic, public interest ran high. The high-
lights of merchant shipping activity, such as a record
passage or a spectacular day's run, were given coverage
in the press, as were the exploits of the more famous and,
in some cases, infamous masters. As Chapelle states, "...a

reputation for being a very fast ship brought cargo and



" the China tea -'trade, and it was in thisservice that

: the Mar:.hx.mes, and the nerthaastern States, and

" North Atlantic was being taken over by steam

‘Hell for the.crew."'f _ ¢ 3 y

.trade in the southern States much Df the traffx

,unaffected by hostxlxtles, althoubh some®o

v < S -

passengers to & ship; fame for her ¢aptain, and owner, but
£ ! ;

| The Anglo-American rivalry was most Keenly apparent in /

Britain's renewed efforts in shipping had their gréatest

successes. By 1855, most af the tea nnpnrced mto Bnca:.n/ -
was once again being.carried by vessels fiying the Red 4
Ensign, and by the end of'r.pe decade," the United States
had withdrawn"fmm the tea trade .almost entirely.” The

Alnerx.cans also lost groind in the Western Ocean route/s, & .

for w:.th the' exception of the' tinber trade in Lower, canada,”.

cotton ’
on the,
Duting the Criméan War (1853-56);and the Jngian Mutiny

(1857-59) 7 nnmsh sliipping managed o plod Along’ :e1atwe1y

the larger

. vessels were requlsitloned by the governmént .as troop*

carriers and supply shipa.' The merchany/ marine of the ..

losses during the Civil War (1861-65)

Uniced states, on the, other hand, suffdred tremendous’
/ e to the plunderinqs

of the Alabam and othex confedexac,é cruisers, and even -
aftez the war's end,. the American fan.led to rebuild their

com.lne!c].al fleets to their forme: strength as both Wﬂsh1n§ten

- and the' powerful business :m!7 sts in the northeasf turned

“theix attentiion to the expansjon of the weste_rn f£rontier. .
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’ : New’ !ork and Béston contmued to be the major po‘rts-of-

call on the eastern seaboard in the:latter half of

a - " " 4
v . cengMy, but the areas responsible for most of America's
- shipping wére the smaller New England ports, particularly

% ~those in\the state of Maine. The vessels they produced
[ :

and operated, “which were generically referrtd to as "Downt
- 7 Easters," vere involved'in many’ of the world's trades, but

as i, ‘the: pte-war yeats, California proved .to be their

* ¢ most lucrative, marketplace, although retnrnnlg ships now' . Cen

carned cargoes of grazn rather than’ gold.

'A% American. shipping declmed, the British contlnued

e to _expend vast amounts of . enerqy and capital un 1mprov1ng s |

their Sa,illng ships, and the most‘m\portant 1l\nuvat1on in

; shipbuilding in ‘the 18605 was i:he adoption of "composite - © .

! gonstruction," whereby wooden hulls were:féinforced vith -

iron bealns.. The Scots were partlcu—larly adept at th).s

, and they. produced many EJ{cellent

- o Erom oF constructx
; i comyns.l.te Lippéfs;, two of which axe pexhaps the: most £amous*
the Theriwopylae, o N
built by the £imm df Alexander Hall, of(Aberdeen, in 1868, -

mexchant sa111nq ve\ssels ever - bult

Boe it W, . Tty mﬁ utq sam built by Seott and. Linten, of Durbargon; -

'rhe papularicy of tm

_in_ the fo.tlow).ng year.

however, was' relae.wely shn:t 1ived; ,for by tha’early 1370'5,

‘e Fan ™ st or the a}upyards .m Britaln had turmed to .buxlding

vessels entirely of dron. fhils developmem: \qas the !.aqt E

g . siqnificant step in cue evolution of the sauing ship, "




In November, onBEQ , the Suez ca}'{al opened, d thls
.

e\fent, as Luhbock s ates, E .soqnded the. deach hnell af

the saumg smp iny nary 58 mg most; Inefativestzaten:

l'L

* the canal made’ yayages £xom ifutope to the Onant feqsxble :

' prafit for

American- sailing ships'up until ‘the turn of thé century,

remained -an importqnt_destu_\at:.on for hoth l;ritish,an\i &

for sl‘.eamers, and whlle ‘Ehls obv‘luusly had an effect cn

here were 25,663 sailing ships

* .afloat-with a net tomnage of ‘4,204,360 tons .

against 2, OOQ steamers with a, tohnage of -
454,327 tons. 1In.1868 dail tonnage reached ' '~ .
its high water mark with 4,641, azo tons, “
:-steam_having risén. in the meantime to 824, °
614 tons. Then cahe the Suez Canal, and by |
1873, by which time'its value was fully *
realized, the tonnage of sail had dropped -
to 4,067,564, ‘whilst that of steam had rlsen M
y aps and, bounds to 1,680, 953 16
. ‘.

It wés now clearly evl.dent that the, future of ogean
transportation lay in steém, but wmdjamners continued to

be 3 common ‘sight on the worlﬂ's smppmg lanes as long. as

there we:e trad 98 in which they* conld tu:n a respectable !
4:; eir uwners. In Australia, ‘the. gam -push’ gave

way g more peaueable agxanan economy, and that counkry




ports-of-call’included the island of Mauritius, the )
. Hawaiian, Xslands, San Francisco, Yokohama, and'a few ports

Jony the west coast of South America where the iidh despised d

" of- sail, many ’veSsels were, forced to earn thelr keep as coe s

_jammers as mérely a tzaimng gfound for steam, for one

'as the four-masted barque, Eudora, which was tarpedoeq)h
agpe_az, however, that the» £ew dev
b . L Fas " ‘
5|

O oy : ' A

as did many ports in India and Indonesia. Other regular

,cargdes of,mtra:e and guano were 1loaded. In the last days

"c:amps," which feant |they were not_ invclved in a particular o

trade. on a; regular schedule but saxled from pm:

in-seaich of cargoes, .often travelling in ballast in the B g

hopes of securing break-gven rates.

©, By 1910, most of the gritish séiling ships had eu:her
been sorapped or soldd foreign owners, mastly to’ ths
Scandxnavl.ans and the Italians. But for many years prior

€0’ that ‘date; even the sailors chemselves tegarded wind- i

still had to have expenence in s&u ta beccme

quallfled

master mariner. TIt. is very d.\fficult tcr say exact‘-ly when

the age of sail finally: ended, for in cextfm isolated

trades, such as the Graid Panks ‘eishery, auxiliary s/chooners

were used.up untl.l the 1960's But. one, must cqncede that

in the highly’ mauséunzea worild, of the twenueth centuxy,-

that sa:.l:mg sh:.p was an anachzomsm, a\p{hn!: wmch is made -

/

“only tod clear when one learns Of the fa e cf' vesse].s such /‘

a German suhmar:me in the first World.. War.” s wauld

water vebsels that |




'managea to survive the ravages of the war evem:ually

*a small flest of sailirg: ship

* named .Stan Hugill, who, -later in life went qn to become

: nantxcal folksonq, and

45 -
S

succumbed to the economic pressures, of the Great Depress)on, s

 for the vear 1929 figures prominently in the demise of the

A
merchant sailing fleets in both the United States and .

Britain, In-that year, only one Amer:.can company, the (/ ;
Alaska’ Packers Association, of .San Francxsz:o, still operated,:

‘and they only mandged 6 o

so by hlﬁng untxalned Mexicans a8 crew members.zo‘ In. the

fall of 1929, .the last: British—owned square—riqger, the'

four-masted barque, Garthpool; ‘was" wrecked off the Cape

Vax‘de Islaids. . One of her crew ngnbers vds 4 uqq.saxlo‘r'l

one of the world's leading autnonﬁes on shanues and. S
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LIFEAT SEA' '/ .
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Most Of the sailors in the ninetee.nth century began £

tﬁe).x careers as mere boys, sometimes as young as ten
i © . : years old but more often between the ages ‘of thuteen and’

sixtéen. For some; gomg to ‘sea was a matter of economic

xiec'e"ssity, and n Brltaln, the government sponsored a

program whereby Drphans and the’ chudren cf destu:uta

ey © families were indentured as appx‘entlces in the merchant

‘mar).ne.v But for n\any, going to'sea n\eant givinq up the

safety and confort of a good home: Most'of the men vhose "

+ memolrs were read in the: preparatlon of this thesis fall /

1m—.o lus latter group, and of the reasons they gl.ve for

‘going ‘ti s, T predomxnate. they wanted o follow'in

» *the footsteps of relatlves' or close frl.ends whc vere’

seamen, and/or they were mo‘ved by thé tales told of the
"romance of the sea." Admlttedly, this is.a hackneyed and !
misrepresentatlve tem, but that it played on the 1mag—

S BN & 1nat10ns of young boys is unquescmnable. Dana wrxtes:

There is a thchezy in r_he sea, - its songs * and
stories, and in the mere sight of asship, and .
i c the sailor's dress, especlally to the young )
&3 . 5 mind,. which has done more to man navies,. and S 3
© . £il1 merchantmen, than all the press-gangs of :
L Europe. I have known a young man with such a
‘passion for the sea, that the very creaking of /*
‘a block stirred up. his imagination so that he
5 g - - could hardly keep his .féet on dry ground; andv B
B many are.the boys, in évery seaport, who are . & 3 i
& | dravn avay, as by an almost irresistible’ at- . L o ’

traction, from their work and schools, and
hang ‘about' the ‘decks and yards of vessels,




with a fondness which, it is plain, will ] /
s way.22 §

While the duties performed by boys on American and :
British slups were Basically the same, the time spent in
t_hat poslt.wn differed consxde:ably. on Anericnn ships,

a youth signed on as 2 deck or cabin boyuntil he had

sufficient” expexi.ence to 53114 as an gzdinnry sSeaman} a‘

* task that dould ‘be ccmpleted n one' voyage'v by mosh lads.

The,Br;tiah,‘ on’ the other haffff, adhe:ed to the appre:

ship systen, whereby boys were indentured for a perio :

of five .Years, and at the end of t.hin t:i.me, they were re- PRI

q\u ed to sit for an exmnatinn on seamanahxp and navi-

gacmn skills. = The advantage of this system was that npon
the completion of his exams, .a youth could rise almst
unedxately to an off:.oez s berth, ‘whereas wu:h the Amrican-

System, promotions were granted on thé recommendations of

. Former masters and ofticers:
Youths were usually segregated from the rest of the
-crew and were herthed jin the half-deck or in "steerage®
in.the atter part df the véssel. Some. boys vexe_even L e
onie:ed by the mates not to associate with the older men.
as they vould be apt o pick ‘up-"Bad habits."  This sexved,
to m,ake many lads Eeal alienated from the rest of tn}mp,
for they vere neither members ot ‘the aftérguard -* those

23 .

- ‘nor memhers ‘of -the crew. But althouqh

who 'held zank ¢
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they were kept apart from the rest of the crew socially,

! they did retain Y N
"’

such as tarring the rigging, qreasing the
mast, wielding the holy stone -- i.e., the
N "bhiladelphia Bible" [used for sanding the’.
decks].... Yes, indeed, and I must not 7k
forget that for a change they' d let us act i
: as dock, labourers sometxmes vhen Ve arrived
Iow - in purtv,

.-..all’the privileges of the men for'ard, : © e

Eous . - Appren ices were 1ntroduced to the werk:.nq aﬂ—-the r:l.g- .
I PO 2 L gi;nq gradually . heglnninq with leaming’ ow o Furl “and
) } 'set the royal mizzen,. the, smallest sail on the 5hip. ALl
dri ,a;q, "their lct i easxer than (that of. the men in—- e
the. fo'c'sle. : Some masters gave thetr boys six houx, watches ¥
fy i and on ;n-_he} ships they were glyen "all night in,:all day.on, 4
deck » and r.herefm:e they d:.d not, suffer from 1ack a,f sleep ’

i to the same extent as-the men forward. sttakes, however,

- were not tolerated; since too many.lives depended on every

member of the crew do.mg his job quxckly and carrecifly. But
despite the ini€ial horrors of sea life, such as seasiekneas, -
hands blistered and bared of skin, & the gruelling routine

" of work ang giscipline, most boys adapted quickly, . Others Sy
took 1onger and some were plamly not cut cut to be’ sailors. . o

‘A lad who SaLled with erderxck Harlow as cabin bo{became

v seasick’ shortly after leaving ‘Boston and suffered in varying - 4,

e o8 deqrees £rom that mise:ahle condi tidn unlil the shlp

reached Melbou’rne, Australia, 117 days lat”
A

|
Needless t.o . , J
|




" seniority

relativep{ laxqa crews

\ veals9

say, he obtained his release from the captain 4hd took a
position ashore.?® .

If a boy were to advance in his seafaring career by the
natural “order of things, after the completion of his appren-
ticeship he would accept a berth:as "ordinary seaman.”

From thex::é he wou1§ rise to "able-bodied seamn," or simply
#A.B.," then to second'mate, first of chief mats, and :
fmauy to captuin. .ships. thh 1arge cxaws~ sometunes car=
ried tiﬁ‘d‘ma fuurth nates ‘but. t—.hi/ was rare, especiauy

T
towards the end of the cenr.ury, .hen vessels'were Wannied

" with’ skeleton cze:7: The:e _weré Bavaral positions on board

sailking- ships s-;l‘n were not: accually eonsmered as ranks
but- which were apart from and, ‘to a1l Xnecnlcs .:i-.d purposes,
over therrest of the crew. The bosun was i\u?xthed in_the
fo'c'sle -but was chosen by the mate to be a sort of over-

spes affl the position was'usually granted on.the basis of:

-There were also a small group on board that

-were commonly referred to as.the "idlers," for except in.

an.emergency thej wére generally exempt from regular shi

7 duty.. These men’ ircluded’ the carpenter,. the sailmaker, the

‘steward, and the: cook. scme zeseaxcnez‘s'have‘ speculated:

G

m the early years of r_he qentu:y, when vessels. carried

the shmtynwn wua includad among. .

this class of leamen, _.5 byt in ‘the latter sy o2 ua:Ll this

‘indxvidual was usually expected to throw fiis hand in vu.th

the restY
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. - The Qivision of work was a simple arrangement and - =

. standard on:akl ships. Crews sigred on at the beginning

LN

ol : of each voyage and usually left the ship at an agreed
terminus. If a seamain liked aparticular ship of captain,
<he would sign'on again, but it was Ve, O i SR
crew to sail twice on the same — fact,.through ..

discharges, desertions, and deaths, trews'were constantly’ '

changing. ‘fhen' the sailors yere dssenbled on @aza priox < 'y tU ot

B ’ © to, en\barkatwn, they would be pu,t to work perform.ng TR TR
" various tasks, and th15 gave ‘the~mates’ an cpporcunlty to

see wmch men worked better than the rest. ‘I‘his was pxob—

ably not the best time.at which to ]udge aman's abiu?

since most of the men arrived on board in varying degrée

on, and, therefore, 'were not-likely to he working

~3 of inebri
A' /]ﬂat _peak efﬂclency, bBut the afterguard could at least.

deternine “ino knew thé ropes and who did mot. : s 5

\During the fust ‘evening at: sea, the crew was ass‘éjmbled

Fna_dividea!into laf:board, or port, and starboard watches.
The fojmer vas comnarfded by the First mate and the.latter,
“while technically the captaln # watch ‘was choses ‘and.’ |
: commanﬂed by the second mate. Custom had’ estabhﬁhed that b
“the first evening watch, of .an outwazd boy ovage was

takeén.by the la:boarhatch while the starboard ‘watch took

¢ the. first tqrn ©Of duty when' homeward botund. With one ex-—

b  ception, watches were of four hours duration:and the- day
' ‘ was: divided up into evening ‘(8 p.im, - midnight), nkght




N . J' et . i
. / v :

(midnight — 4 a.m.), morning (4 a.m. - 8 a.m.), | forenoon

(8 a.m. - noon), and aftemoon watches (nooh - @ pud.) .

The remaining four hours vere divided into to shifes so .

that the Hatchél voulrl be mtated evezy day. h.;ese'y vere

s | :
. which no work vas done. . ¢

T Under ideal conditios’s, the sailors were gi

. 3= ¥ .
- . and watch," that is, four hours on deck and. fou

The ruleu governing the af\:erndon watch v
4y X < smp to smp, ‘for.6n some, all hands veré xequi
on deck, while on others., the uatch ot on dllty
to spend the tine as they plaased, but this was, lvays con=""
‘sidered a px-ivuage and cq\lld be xevoked £or the \shqhtest
- i ;nfxactmn. _'In the’ evéning and night vatches, Hhat vas reo N~
quired of the crew, again, depended on the person u. comand.
. Those noton lookout or mamning the héls were mme;mss R
e~ ) allwed to’sleep on d:ck but thu wan not Lhe.qenerlJ.Azu(e.
g and sc-me mates went S0 Eax @ to Lnsut\that all ne:: remain ‘.
- on t_heir feet for the: duratmn of the vatch., Talkiqq wlule
’ on dity van ‘technically forbidden, butthis rule w fresly

broken wlienever thé aftergyard was out of hearing. fhe H

55 nux'inq c'ne day,’ the crew's d\lty, apart from the wczkinq Ve
of the saus, (nsistad of ho].y—uoninq the decks, Larr:.nq T

- - P .




aiid. seniingEte figgihg, makingspin-yam, powding’ rust P
from the -.cal flxturas and anchor cables, pui.ngi.ng .and
scrapifg, polishing brags, and- a myriad of other operations.
There is & cofmonly cited adage,that runs: "A ship id like

<27

a laiy'§ watch, always out of repair,"’’ and a‘gpod mate

never had to lock far to £ind something for- his men to do.- '

‘Even during a vatch below, the’sailors vere. by no means

guﬁ:anteeﬂ four h:.c:urs to hhamselves,
dicions demandeﬂ, which was. off.an, u‘l hands would be -called‘
t:o take in sail, and wnen a vessel was Appx.‘oack\mg a zlgmn.
£hat vad notorious for foul veatmir, sucl\, as Cape Bo?

‘ the Gra.nd Banks aE Nevfoundl d , r_he’sailox:s could look for="

ward to, very fev hours of sleep.

This, coupled with the’

fact, Ek.ac they vould be working. in wet 5thes fa. freezing

x;isenble experience. § % N ‘_
As ., for the masters.of sailxng lhlpl, Eolklorxst Horace
Beok states that there were ;vo kindsx f.he Jlons and the.

. - He Ewther'explalns tlun: while. seamen pxeferted

rdadily alluded to, when tales were told of past e;q:eriencea."

-~ In reading histories or l:.te ture ai ('_ha sea, one is con-

" stantly encqum:mng thie, namef\o£ nen Buch\aa James Forbes,

. Bob Watex‘man, and Sam Sinuels. These were!the men who hadé '
recuxﬂ pannqeﬂ, and surzoquing them ate leqands of pad-
locking the halyards so that no sail could be. axen in and _—

shooting at men Eae [igqug to make. them move fastgr. 1

madelsa.umg in such cond.\uénra.aangemus 3
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Such me'n'xere nqt,, however, typical sailing ship captains.

At the same time, any master wonth his salt demanded a

reat deal fromchis crew and took what measures he felt

necessary to ensure that his vessel ran $moothly. ' From

" the'standpoint of ouEtxght bullying, -it is generally held Dt
[ . "« that American and Nova Scotian oincers were far more
. .o~ " severe in r’iflicting punishment than were the British, and | - ‘-

-' their vessels were Sften termed "red-hot vanks, "’ ST 5 o

- smps," andj'blood*-boats." 7" The violerit measures adopted

non board these vessels were often boxn Sutof necessity,

fcr they were f:equently manned by "hard case" crews,

- ¢+ - xnown as "packet rats" and “Spanish Maln ‘beachombers, " ‘and

E £ 3% ity
= s : such men requlred an equally tough afterguard to keep them, i

in 1£ne.."he wester.\'x Ocean packets were. paruculaxly notor-

ious as haunts for thl‘s~ breed: of sa:l.lor, ind ‘on’ board these
; N

. < 7 vessel&, the offlcar who copld ‘use his fists was often of

i . . greater value *tosthe cap

Cr S A -7 seaman. Huqxu,wnt_:gs:

H ¥ oA . . )
o ° The mates were named Blowers, Greasers and‘ - } H
. Strikers, and could throw a nifty Fight hook
when the situation ‘demanded it. . Belayin'- +*
pins were the favorite enforcers, with the

! & : ¥ handspikes used ﬁt the Tapstan a second 5 .
§ : favorite. 'In fagk, as the shanty~has it, i NEY
I “belayin'-pin_solp an' handspike hash} H s, ]
K & ,E/ da.ily routine aboard the gacker.s ¥ EA i

N Harlow, writxng of the’ permd around 1875, statas that’,

the ~-days DE the "bluod‘-boat" were - restx‘lcted to the 1850'

and '60's and thal: ‘harsh treatment did not existvaboard .
) ;




.54
.

31

Amer:.can ships at the time he went to sea.”" | Lubbock;”

however, ‘in his book on the Down Easters, gives colouxful
little sketches of charming fharacteks - with names sudhiEsy
Glass-eye Mitchell, Bull-dog Penfield, Hell—roflng Taylor,
*and the unfcrqetable Cut-fhroat Lawrence, 211 of whom ‘were,
mates ‘on American ships in'the latter days of sail and

who a‘:taxned the txtle, "Bicko. "32

* the nagyre’ of crews on British vessels yas much the

Amefican’ counterparts; although’ their

".officers were usually less ruthless in dealing with violent

Seamen. 'A boot in the backside; ‘was ‘occasionally applied to

increase a:man's effdrcs, bu‘k Engll.sh capr.ams ana mates’

genegauy ‘waited ‘for trouble € ‘show’ itself before taking

L any irest’ actl.on, and when; -action'was necessary, they

relied less on vxolence thani on *chemical wari‘ru:e“'

The British commangérs urider similar cireyn— .
stances prided themselves in being able to
& 'cure mutinyior loafing by-a milder form of-

put the "shackles on: and_then-proceeded. to
adminjster doses of Qascor oil or jalap until'
the "aevu" was takemiout of them 3

cupr.axn had hia own pnticulnr Eavori es. As ’was meht:.oned *




o ; ’ KRR
Of non—viclent punishment was pa].led “hazing" or "workl.nq-'

up" anid cowla'] r;e 1nflicted upon the entire GFY ox an in '_

divlduhl._ This punlshmem: was usually n\eted out to nyone

obvlously a phys:u:ally exhaust.' g o xts real effect

lay in .1(:$ degxadatmn, for:to ‘be a soger was to be’'a poor -

sailor and less than a man, Wi,

One should not get the impress:l_on that the merchant

vessels of the nmeteenth ~century, were floating chambers

' of ‘horrors; they wex.‘e far from it, and as Stanton Xing

pomts out, "’Ehe man “who gl coinpe’cent saue: and implicitly

, obeys'the- bfficers' com.mands, keeps' clear of. abus‘e w35 gt

operating a vessel was & costly, dangerous, and highly -:

3 competxuve huslnass, and masters had to Keep' & tight rein
on theu- crews. Thexe were those who enforced dxscxplme

in the extreme, but by Vlrtue Qf the fa‘:t that vlolence

draws attenuon qmore xeadxly than does leru.ency, cx»e might

allow. that the reports of. brutalxty have been exaggérated

to ‘some extent, and ce'rtamly the shanties themselves have - .

', done guch to foster the indge of the tyrannical;“hard-nosed

skipper and the '}'bucko" mate. ‘To return to Beck's class-

ification:* i ey AL B 8

. The lambs were. more nulnsroﬁs. They loved

their vessels and went by the ‘addge "You
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must treat your vessel kindly and it'll

treat you well." These men were good sea-

men and made good passages and year after

year carried the major business of the

ocean traffic on their backs.36

We have seen the manner in which the seamen worked

and the manner in which they were driven to perform their
duty, let us now look at the way in which they lived on
board. The fo'c'sle, where the common hands were berthed,
was either a raised cabin or a space between decks sit-
uated in the very bows of the ship; hence the term,
"sailing before the mast," to denote service as an ordinary
or able-bodied seaman. Those who have lived in such
quarters do not describe them as pleasant accomodations,
but all things being relative, some were better than others.
The two major problems were size and ventilation, and des-
Pite the advances in nautical technology in the last
century, the fo'c'sle remained basically unchanged. Extra
room forward was neglected in ship design since it would
encroach on cargo and deck space, which were always at a
premium, and as for the latter deficiency, the need for
keeping the vessel watertight meant that as few openings
as possible were incorporated into the design, especially
in the forward sections. Thus, fresh air was never allowed
to circulate freely and the problem was augmented if the
ship was carrying a cargo that gave off fumes, such as
naptha, molasses, or guano. Also, if the galley was sit-

uated near the fo'c'sle, as was the case in many smaller



. connnonly referred £8° as a "donkey's breakfast," |which he

"Q i Coe " e w5

vessels; then the stench “from the fat ‘and grease would in-
variably, permxate thie bulkhead.. iy oS HE v G

. ?
Dunng_ ms two ears at sea,, Dan,a served on, twc vessels,

and 1n notlnq th dxfferences between the fo" 'sles of, the

Pilg:lm and the Alert  he writes: R e o

= “ A 1l
. The forecastle in wmch tge [the crew of
_the Alert] lived was largd-and tolerably
well 1ight 1lighted by bulls—
pérfectly clean, had quite a xomfortable. A
appearance; 'at least it was far Better than

o5

-the Little,gblack, dirty hole,in which-I h
had .1lived many months in the Pllgzim. ‘ e
By red®acfons of. the ship, -the.Forécastle

‘was cleaned out every. mox:m.nq, and' the _ LY

crew, being very neat, kept it clean by

some regulations. of theu own, such-as "~ Ny ¢

having a large spit-box always' under-the .

stéps between :the bitts, and oblxgu{g evezy

man .to hang up his wet clothes; €bg.

additipn to this, it was holystoned every
. saturday mommg.

\pana later states that the, fo'cisle of the plerf 1e'a)2ed so' _—

badly that all but fout bisks were’\éontxmxally scaked, and
when s.unng ints a head-sea; the ship " .\,.struck it with..
a sound.as dead and heavyxaa th‘t'w.th wh!.ch a sledge—hamner

falls upon _the pile, apd tuok the Wholesof it upcn the fore—
38 u e e ¥
S

ca stle .

bunks in which the sauor slept on,a’ straw 11' mattress,’

was requlred to furnish h;msgli. For many sailbrs, their

bunk was the only place op board e could r:cl}sldez their.

and, being kept- . N N




* were notorlous \for their harsh dlsclpl:me, the. Bri

.and.r_he 851101‘3 expecced,

" another vessel from which provisions could:be secured,

# A sailof's " bunk i€ his "sanctum sahcto):um
4 ‘He' pot.only sleéps therey but puts,up shelves
. and nails canvas pockets to the head and
. foot of it, -where he keeps his: fork, spoon,
. . pot ‘and pan, and whatevet trinkets he may @ X
e possess. It is the one 'place on board: whe:e
he’ can’ feel absolutely out :of the way of
others.39 J

Regardless oi the condwions in wh1ch the seaman 1ivad L

_.or the. physical abises o which he was subjected “that whih'

foad. wne:eas American. ships
o

vessels gamed a xeputahon for bexng 111—pzov15g,oned. The' "

he cared most abut ‘was h.

'Board of Trade ],egxslated thab evexy man; on board was to

o recéive his "poung, and pint" per day, but this’ qu a nu.nimum,

d usually gct, more. Despxce

this,it is: not uncommon to read of ships of Bnnsh reglstry
N rl‘nn'ng out of food at sea, and in such'a case, . the vessel

“.would either }yemi.f r ‘the nearest land or hope to encounter

Occurrences of this nature could often be’mamed on a. pre

: longed voyage due ta adverse weather conditmns. but nct al-

ways. - The ptﬂvlslon of food was the respons;hi'hty by the

owners and ¢ ptain, and some,tned to save a few pennies.by -

oy

cutting cof

at m\ commencement of the yoyage the bare . ¥ . ¢

regulation supplies were put on board; that

»

is, beef, pork, flour, tea, coffee, sugar, Lo

biscuits (weevily); water;, cuirants, raisins,
and a small,amount of butter for the cabin
only. - Nopreserveg of any kind were sup-
plied, not even "soup ‘and: bully (bouilli),




N ¥ _and ‘the whole crew were put on their: "pound
i . and pint." The "dipper" was hoisted-to the
. f A * . . ‘royal &ruck each day after the.water had
. . . been ‘served dut and the bung put securely
g : into ‘the cask'so chat none could be snedked
. at nlght.‘m

. The eating arrangements on board sailing ships left

quite a bit \:o be desired. The men ip- the fo'c'sle had

thelr fooﬂ served to them l.n a wooden teceptacle, called a

"kld," and each man Cut off what he wanted with his. krn.fe 4

e

: and ate sitting'on his bunk or sea-‘ohest. Th.‘scanaaza fare

N wvas salt beef, wi ith salt pork once or twice a week for

vaxieay, p1us hard—bread, and tea or coiﬁee. As'a treat

on S\mdays or special o::asxons, the men were given. dute;"

o ® "the besf:: Whenever possible) the meny was, augnented w}.th

‘fish or’ sea-buds that’ the sallors were able to catch, but
i e thxs seems Dnly to have been the practh:e in cg:taxn 1ac-

itudes, prm\arxly the tropxcs.

In, addx.t.l.on to a lack" of q\xa.ntxty and va)ﬁat:.on, the |

sal.lor s victuals. were alsc notor:.ous for thelr abysmal

quality. Ehlp s, J.scun: is 1nvanubly repors:ed as having

: been riddled w( h vermin of g__,me kind, . usually wéevils or

maggm:s, a.nd t,he meat aerved aboaxa was often of the most

inferior, grade‘ “rhere.is a. poem, first pu.bl:.shed by Dana

Cangd 1atter1y by many uthers, thau ﬂhe sailors would recite
if ‘a particularly dry, hard piece of meat was served to

them. . such™a morsel was called "old hox‘se and the poem,

wh;.ch was a” flour’ and - Watet paste boiled ‘in the grease from




“The Sailor's Grace,” runs as follows: "

| would approach hér destinatipn and a pilot would be K
" board to guide her intd” thie, Ragbour. hs soon _as. the' capt)

+..60

"0ld horse! .0ld horse! ‘what brought you Here?"
"From Sacarap to Portland pier

ve carted stone this many'a year: T
Till, killed by blows afd Sore abuse, =
They Salted me down.for sailors' use.

The sailors they do me despise:

They turn me’'over and damn my eyes;

Cut off my meat, and pick my bones, ey

And thrown the rest. to Bavy ‘Jones!"? «

s B
Finally, aftgr long weeks .or months at sea, the vessel

¥ was satisfled s everythlng wag :m oxdet, the men. were
| _dlsmissed and, at an agreed !::uwe, they would assemble ats
‘the broker's oif;ce to be paJ.d off. If a seaman had a home

:.n the pnrb, or fnends he could stay with, then he was in

a Eut fot many, the only places of refuge were

\the sailors™y arding houses that infested every seaport

'me hlsturlan, Archlbald MacMechan once  said,

Wheh a saxlox makes port atter a voyage, two - things he must

42"

Have. One is ‘a dnnk. . ‘I‘he ‘men whc ogerated me boarding

houses vere well awate, of theé - sailors' wants and gained no-
u:u_-iet:y by taking advam-age of them. As wn:h r_yrannical

captains. 1egends about buarﬂinﬁ' house'masters and theu

crimps" are: onplace, but z thexx 1 W re-. "

putatlan miqht be, _their actual method of cnnducung busi-

ness was, not much better.

“In r_he summer of 1950, Juaieh Fingard of Dalhousie

University presented a paber to the Foukth Conferénce of




the Atlantic Canada Shipping Project in which she stated:

Her argument was to
yabaii EgAn L e Ana e NP helped. the sailbrs gét employ-
ment.
pervérse interpretation of the situation.

left a ship, he usually did so with very little, cdsh in his

about’ to'be paid a-subStantial’sum 6% money.
the crimps, and othez merchants ‘as well, freely extended him

cxedxt, and on payday, scenes such as t?he follcwing were

seib1

£

crimps should be rescued from the gutter
of history and given a fairer and more
sezvlcea.ble status as members of a highly
vulnerable "lumpenproletariat" whose class
interests Eomcmed rather than conflicted
¥R Ehvse of the merchant seamen.

Thére’ is truth in this hypothesis, but it is a very

. pocket; but'depending on the. Length of the voyage, he.vas

ptcbably not uncommon at smppmq off}g:es.

2 8 R 9
on the, third mornmg Mr. Murphy [a boarding
master]accompanied us to the British consul's
office. -The place was crowded with the boar-
ding masters, .runners,. tailors, ands shoe-
makers, every one of whom had a .bill awai
settlement, . As soon as each man was paid, .
thesel :Landsharks demanded payment of their
bills\ When a bill was repudiated, the reply
was that the coat or shoes were bought and
the money loaned while we were drunk. _"Where
are’ these things?" "Oh,-you lost them, or
sold them for rum." Mike was the first to
question the bills. A blow from his boarding
house bully, and the advance of ‘the othexs

ng

.’ w#to render, this one did, reyealed to us . -
.. that our best pulicx was t& suh}rut to this

wholesale robbezy.

Qe roct that ‘crimps .functioned as
When & sailor

KndWing this,

|
a
|
I
T
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The sailor was allowed to remain-at thé'boarding house,.

eating and drinking at prices dictated by the master, until

he had acquired a asbt!, st wnich time the crimp found him a
~#¥3sition on'board a vessel, and his onemonth's alivance

<was signed over to cover the bill. This note was postdated

to after the date Of embarkation to ensure that the sailor

fulfilled his side o:‘t_he; .‘har'gain. That this was & .common

sequgnce of events is evidenced:by thé éustom of “Duying

the dead horde.” Aftera ship had been o sea for'a month,

. an- effigy~of a horse was constructed by the' cxew, given a

mock trail, and cast into te sea. This rJ.tua]. was: ob~

served to 'mark thé time from which the. saxlors stopped

-working for- the bcard:mg masters and -started earning ‘monsy. .

fot themselves.. : : .

It the boarding house system had.. bsen conducted honastly
and’ 1n good faith, it would have been a grear‘. henefxc to

. the’ mar1ners1 and Pingard'ia theory would iave séme’ credence

* to it, but the crimps grossly abused the sltuation and mény
ships that: had reputatxcns for beipg unsaawox‘thy or blood-

A sea-

~boats were’ supplzed with "hecussed hands® by’ them
man wofld be well puea with Ligdor, which was ofech spiked
Withta e to hasben 'the, protess, taken to the shipping
office to sign the artjcles of agreement; and then placed.

o, board\the ship, completely oblikus to the true nature

-J of what ‘was’ happenln A .man ‘who found his ‘way onto a smp

in this; manner vas Ba; d to. be "shanthed." “To further "
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degrade the s’n)uatmn, crimps would of'tan enfice men who .
H . ) -, o
i . were still bound ta the vessels ¥o de¥ért by offéring a
ship with better pay or better q:ndinons. The ‘seaman uho
e 2
succunbed to this line wuld nnd mmseu in a truly hopeuss
2

situation, “for” Sf he :esxsted‘m any way, he would be handed

over to the ‘a.uthorities as a dese:tet, for which the cnmp..

qpulﬂ claim a, revara.? :

5 o . o g mus sygte_m-was stopped éowarqls‘ ¢ end of the_cent‘u‘xy,f:'

i Fu S o by'\;h\ sailors, but by shoré agtﬁg; that ‘established

5 alterna:e resorts fer the manns‘ks, uuch as “the’ seamen 8
Mission and like msncuuqns. ¢ IE anythxng, the saalors B
‘perpétuated crinping by being easy:marks for anyons who LS

i i would give them credit and uiuox. After' the restriction: - . %

of living on-a one hund:ed» foot vesael the natura]. desu'e

L to live it up was the deciding factor., A sailm: s behavior

. -ashore-as appo-'ed.wat sea can be fairly well“illustrated vorE
by two incidents which, at first glance, might appear to be
o quite trivials George I.ittle states that a shﬂttjaga of
At ) tobacco at " daa coaid be & very serious probiem on-q long

; » <
voyage. Sa,x.lozu would hoard whateve: they had \dule those "

P ; withont would try to beq, bon—cw, or ltnl a- pluqun any ‘tay i
_they cou].d. zee asho:e, frugancy was nm-. ‘one of.the ' ' n o

$F el sauer 8 ntxbng pomts;,

\

\ : Wwe -pent the first night: ashore t:ogethnx at a
5 -music-hall...in Ratcliffe Highway. The perform-
- ance was of.the usual kind. A chairman in ?
: i evir.txj dress introduced the artists in their.




|
|
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“ers."1® e concludes that many grew

. of fear of retnbutmn i

...64

order on the programme, ' ana ‘as ‘the evening
went on the by-play increased. Quids of
tobacco were thrown at"the performers who
were disapproved of....

Of the thousands of men who went to sea in the nineteenth

¢ A
century, only a small percefftage made.a lifetime career of

seafaring. In examining the shipping records from Yarmouth,

Nova Scotia, David Alexander found-that! "Over eighty-two per.

cent'of the Canadians recruited in 1865-69 were under-thirty

years of age as were seventy-two per cent:of the foreign-
a8 i

ed of the sea and

so‘ught positions in'shore-based industriés. Those who re-

mained in ‘the merchant services fo: many years ofteh adupted
a devil-may-care attxtude and took each day as it came. As
Harlow points out, the term "omlxor" did not necessarl.ly

mean someone who had attained a level of cc:mpetence through

years of experience:

k) - Ani%old -sailor” had no ambition or pride-to ' | <

“'+i . become: better than a common seaman. His

station in life was at-a Fest. Pride gone,
* “he couldn't’ live down the .drunken debauchery
' that.befell him on.every ' trip ashore.

avakening Erom the revelry and.filled with - - " i .

A Yemorse at £inding himself shanghied.on some
outwardbound vessel, he livéd to exist and’ . .
that was all.:' He accepted blunt rebuke. ' - &
“from an officer, as a matter.of fact, not:' ..  **
batt:.ng an’ eye ‘to show_that his pride had.’

..béen hurt.. Not having any pride; ‘the insult

- " rolled off like wate duck's back 23‘1
N he went on with his work imﬂiﬁfer?tly.
- .

His attitude was not qenerally altereéd by rellgious‘ phuosopﬁy

the\he:eafter, fo: it was commonly .

e
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held among sailors that "To wcx:k haxd to vae hard, dxe,

hard, and go to hell after all, would be haxd,i.ndeed;' .

But there were many things in the mariner's life to

alleviate the day to day drudgery of ship's duty, and in the

‘memoirs of seamerf, there is an infinite number of accounts

of sights and experiences —- humorous, outrageous, frighten- .
s ing, touching; many of them have undSubtedly been enlarged

. ’ " in’the retelling and -shzd new light on naval history," w5177 -

as Lubbock puta ic, hut all—uf them sazve to illummate the

"w:.tche:y" n\entioned by Dana, that pe:hapa d:ove them to

sea in the first place.
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was supplied by ‘the muscles o'f the crew. ,Much of tﬁe work i

!
strength of several ‘men could be united into a 51ng1e 5 . 3 3 }
[eh

. i

Chapter- II~

T : .
"WE'LL HAUL AND HAUL TOGETHER: . ° .

THE FUNCTION -

—_— - ]

~ -1l the energy required toiekecute the various.tasks = . T

"involved in:the handling of ‘a sailing'ship'wa¥ proviged

through the sweat and toil of the crewDor “Armstrong's

patent,! as manual, labour. iias  sargastically dubbed:by the <X g

2 sa'ilurs'. For some operatmns they were aided by mechanical -

F} dev;ces, such as capstans and windlasses, and in the 1atter B

decades of the century, halyard and brace winches.- But

even so, the force required to manipulite these@ devices

the ‘sailors, Here called upon to perfem\ was extremely haavy 3

-.and often. and the | ental putpose o the' ~ B

shanty was, ‘fifst; to. provide a rhythm through shich the. *

force, and'-second, to p:ovlde a d!.version from the drudq—
ery of the Labour. .
zssenuauy, ‘the shanties fall ifto two main groups; i

the classification. be:mg dependent on the nature of the, e i -
|

\
Wwork  inval Thﬁ -songs in the tust group,’ the heavmg :
b | .
‘shanbies, ere used to acgompany tasks ;mvolvmg contu\uous o

cmn, Buch as’ tramping atoux\d ‘the

stan or heaving -

at the wmdlass. Those in “the: second group, the haulinq

E shantiea, were used for opexations requiti‘nq aporadic .

' ‘bursts af enezgy,\ auch as’ hadLin g in shaeta and ‘tacks, and




‘ Lhe yards. There Was also a’ third group, wh:.;:h Ma{ae eld % K

< refers ‘to 'as a’"bastard vanety,

o L combination’ 6f the other two. (These' son s were known'ds | '

4 L alkaway or "stamp—anq—

. £ e
3 L derived frnm tha manoeuvre they accompani;d & walkaway .

' was techmcally ‘a haullng operatmn, and the' crew line up
along the fall JF ‘the’ tackle as in any, other haunng\ask .
. but 1nstead of -pulhng only at perxod‘:g .tntervqls *tﬁey
2 aveiied along the deck, Garrying the: zope with them as
oo . . .. - they went. > 4 the 1ead man ran oub of room, he let gd of
! the rope and retu:ned to the end of the line. This pro—

-\
N A cess vas ccntinued until the ‘task was completed. This was

-lazge crew. In the early decades £ the century, fo' c‘sle

hands were plenuful on. mo!t vessels, and walkaways were i
s, 0 ot : used for raising even 'the heaviest yaxds; But' ds n\asters

and ovmers sauqht new. ways o 'cut down ‘their overhead .

R N costs, . the' size of- the average crew dxmn.xshed subst:anr_:.ally,
and after the middle ‘of 'the century, this method ef haulxng :

! AR “-was rarely used for anythxng other than hauling:the braces

when tacklnq ship. s 5,
. e
These clusificaeions, of course, are ‘only the ver

basic suscuvuions and’ the complete pxcture,xs\ consme&ably.

¢ more ;ntriacats. A more eluborate desc;xptz,on of how the

ﬂisf&xant gxoupa o: ongs vere appned to theu: spac{ﬁc

,. Y '\ tasks is the:efore neceua:y in orde: that we mqy full.y AR
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. appreciate the functions of the shanty - in the work context..
Soje ‘Sf the follcw:lnq accoum;s of rigginq and gear may

apgear unnebessarily invclved, but as Stan Hugul pomts

qut, .. hanties make more sense when you kiow how they
a

"-vex:e'msed."2 Py e

= ‘Heaving. shanties were rost commonly used when weighing

the anchcr, and . thene were two diff;:rent devices that

were used to aidfthe ‘seamen in this task: the windlass

[ o and—the capstan. Both' o) these machines have existed, in
Various forms;,. fcr, centunes, but ovér the years their

+ mechanids have changed. ..0n both, ‘the anchor cable or cham

hetween the two vas_that the bar;el of the' windlass was

E e huzizontal whereas thaib-of ‘the GRERaR as Sortigains:

'n the" fixstﬁpart of the century, must merchant shxps
g e ’v‘l'ere,,ﬂtted with vn.ndlasSe ‘/capstans bexng faund maxnl.y
on naval vessels and occasmnally.on \nery large merchant

* The most bas;c Enrm of ”w.md—

* R e shxps, su:h as East‘Indxamen

K
Tl wual lass cox;sis!ed of .&n octaqonal ba:re.l supported at each
. 5 1

end by upmght Uﬂc

" that were inserted into’ sqnaz& pidgeon-holes" in the axle

and it was tumed by handspl.kes -

! on, the outside of the suppurts.' In_the giddle of the
= ,’ . < barrel 4as a ratchet and. paul appatatus to preyent the .

A windlass from "walkmg-back" whne f:he handsplkes were

K being shifted duxing the operation (see figure-1)." Later

S wxmuasses which cmye mto widespiead use, dunng ‘the’ .

e J.Ezn‘s and ‘30'3, were similar except thdt they wera

was wound ‘aﬁaund a'spindle; and the fundamental differenc?
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operated by handbrakes that were pun\ped up and down, much
in the same manner as on the old-fashioned hand-gars used
by railroad wovkers ‘(ase figure 2)

1t is doubtful whether shanfies ‘we‘re every sung at the
former type of windlass, for contemporary writirigs by

“seamen who were familiar with this device  indicate that

its, manipulation was co—ordm'atea by "singing-out," which
was alesser form of vadal accomganxment. .Dand; for
example, mentions uné unusual\ instance where he and his

shipmates spem: over two* hou::s heavan at ‘the w:.ndlaas with
3

ndthing more, than "Yo ho mg"\to lx.ghten the: labour. at

‘., the hrake wxndlass, on the oth k hand, ‘much ‘use was made

of shanties. In the operation uf this device, ‘the orew

1med ‘wp on either ‘side of ‘the brake-levers, ‘with- the'men o«

0)_1 one slde beqlnnj.nq with the lever at head.level: and

r : ! LAt b
those’ of ‘the other sife beginning with thé lever at knee
level: Because of the great weight involved; heaizihg’was

carried out in twc movgments. on_the first accent of the

shan’Ey, \-e luen on’the f:l.rst slde brougm: the bar from their :

vheads to' Their waists and,. on ‘the second accent, to their

“knees. The reverse.was true for the men on the opposite

smaA X
) ;‘he shanties used to regulate this task. had fouty lines
per- ‘stanza with solos o\t.he Fizst ana third li.nes and .
choruses gn the second and fourth.. They ‘were uausally in
2/4 ot a/s time, thaxeby giving 'them‘a li.lting ‘rhythm that

emp)xasized ﬂ'{e nm:es on which ‘the bars wete ahifted. “The

|
|

oG

ity =
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*windlass -and caused

FIRRAE S L
following example from Hugill will serve to show how. the
natuzal accents of the - shanty regulated the rhythn of the
Herk. The words and syllables in capu:ll letters mdicatﬁ
where the sailors would heave:

SAL-1y BROWN she's a FINE mul-LAT-ter,
WAY, HAY, ROLL an' GO! ,
SHE drinks RUM an' CHAWS ter-BAC!(-er, % : *
SPENDS me MONEY .on SAL-ly B 3
I Brake wsnalua_uaa were found on smaller sailing vessels
‘right, up il the last .days of the, sailing merchant marine,
" but -in'the ucund half ofithe nineteenth century most ships
were fittéd with capstans: In actaality, these latter day

devu:ea uere capstan and ‘windlass combined’ im.o “one (see

‘flgure 3. The windlass part, around which. a.e “anchor:
cables were brought in, was located underneath the £g'c’ ue—\
head

- sometimes in the fo'c'sle itself —-'and the Capstan

was situated atop Lhe fo!c'sle-héad directly over the

vx.ndln!. The two were conneaked by an iron rad with a

worm on its lower endiat hookéd into a gear-rim gn ‘the,

£o revolve. The head of the oapstan.

ccnl:auxed two racks of pidqeon holes, upper and lmx,mto

wm_c_h the handspikes_, were fitteI If they were shipped’

into the Lower rack, then only the barrel of the capstan -
_turned, and thig would be done in, situations wherea line

. for boa:dinq the fore-tack or king’cargo, etc.’ For

or a fall was taken directly (: und the capstan, .such as
3
[ raising the anchox, the handspikes” were placed inthe
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upper rack, thereby engaging the rod, which was in effect
the axle of the capstan, and operating the windlass.

In the operation of the capstan, there were usually
two men on each bar, and they simply marched around in a
continuous circle like horses at a treadmill. Consequent-
ly, the shanties used for this task had flowing rhythms
suitable for marching, and when windlass shanties were
adapted for capstan use, their accents were smoothed out
and they were sung with less lilt, as can be seen in the
following two versions of "Sally Brown" cited from

Doerflinger:

Windlass Version

L r—r -

Av, SAc- 1Y Brown] BEENA LONG WHILE A-COURTIN' YA,

Y, Hay--aY, Roi AND Go!  Av, Sak-iv Brouw I Beswa

P T T T T 1
S e A e e P e i G L g
e e ]

hONQ WHILE A- COURTIN' YA.  STENT HY MONEY oN

Y T T

=== |_J-x
Sar- vy Brown.




‘ wi g
L] 5
% e g Capstan Version
. Sl .
'
Roun aaal Oy SAL-LV BRourVAS A CREOLE - K ADY
it N = —=s=c=———x -

.

=
ShENT e woneY ot Saciy Broaw. § s

Apart from' the mechanical differences between the

capstan and the windlass,-and in cOhsequence, the rhythnic -

differences in’the shanties, -the task of weighing anchor

£ o involved the same.general élements regardless of the device |

used. On ‘the mate's orders, _the men took up their positions

at the-bars and. began. to ‘heave: If the créw were of
suffzcxen‘?:\;;ze, o b shantyma.n vas_exenpt frmn work

- % and pnsitle ed hlmlalf near the men, usually on tle wxnd-

lass sipports ox ‘on'the capstan head. If-the vessel vere
5 short of _hands; ‘thén he’ took his Place; with the rest, but .

even S0, he genexally "rode “ the bars," and put nost of lus

energy nto the singing .of his shanty.
# Due to the ndture of ‘the work Xnvolved in rainnq ‘the
P anchor, tne functiun of cu-ordinut).cn was not pzimafy in

the heaving shanties, although the tempo of the work was’
: S - o 3 -
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directly regulated by the tempo of the song. More import-—
antly, its main purpose was to take the minds of the
sailors off the monotony of the labour. Consequently,
these songs, as a group, exhibit certain features that are
not found, or are found to a lesser degree, in other types
of shanties, namely, the addition of "grand choruses," a
greater emphasis on narrative development, and a more
noticeable degree of influence from other song genres,
both traditional and popular. Furthermore, while all these
traits are apparent in shanties most commonly associated
with work at the windlass, they are more prevalent in what
are generally recognized as capstan shanties, and therefore,
their appearance may represent a later development in the
art of shantying. For the time being, only the first of
these features needs to be commented upon as the latter
two are discussed more completely in subsequent chapters.

The function of the grand chorus was essentially two-
fold: first, it served to lengthen the song, thereby
making the job of the shantyman easier; and second, it
gave the rest of the crew a greater opportunity to sing,
which for our purposes, further emphasizes the function
of diversion. These extra choruses, so to speak, con-
sisted of four or more lines and could either be in add-
ition to the standard solo and chorus response pattern,

as in,



F L E . -~
- & N
Y o Now I was born on the Rio Grande, %
’ o me way, Rio! > 5 -
‘I was.born on tik Rio Grande, "~ *,’ 7
thi  Aad E'mbound for ‘Grande! _ S
- ‘And away Rio, 3 -
L _Away. Rio. - . - =
* 5 fareyou well, m bomny young sl

. We're bound for the.Rio Grande.

or inplace of it, inshich case the nmt‘y.ﬂa'; would sing ..

@ twolor fiir life 5610 (olldwed By a~single cho:ua, as o
in: '. ) : oy 'A ¥

pay: 5
'Bput. ships and ntations, t.heze, be -handy
se g:ack: ‘o' -hee;u, ‘n' main, s'lhha

pended on several vazxmes. “the munt ofcham out, the *

istrength of the vind, head svens, etc., not t}mnticn o
| the' ability aid/or’ sobristy’ of the crew... as he vork pm- K '«
qressed, t,he shozbening Of the chth daid ot
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stood directly over the anchor. More often than not, the
flukes were firmly embedded in the silt and debris on the
pottom, and releasing the anchor's hold called for a last
concentrated effort by the crew. To aid in this endeavor,
the shantyman had two courses of action: either he could
continue the shanty and intensify the accents, or he could
stop singing and employ a series of sing-outs, such as:
Heave 'n' paul!
Heave-o-heave!
Heave, ye parish-rigged barstards [sic]!
Roundy come roundy for Liverpoo; town!
Roundy come roundy -- squarey come squarey.!
Heave 'n' bust 'er!
Heave round hearty! 1 8
Heave 'n' break her bullies!
Each of these cries was accompanied by a tremendous heave
on the bars, and eventually the anchor was snapped out of
its resting place on the bottom and brought to the surface.
Once the anchor was "awash," meaning that its stock
was just above the surface of the water, the crew stopped
heaving. Then came the process of raising the shank and
flukes and, in the case of larger vessels, swinging them
over and onto the deck of the fo'c'sle-head where they
were stowed for the duration of the voyage. On smaller
vessels, the anchor was secured to the side of the hull
as deck-space forward was at a premium. Up until the last
decades of the century, this procedure was carried out in
two stages, and shanties were involved in both. The first
stage was called "catting," and the second was known as

"fishing."



* ‘upper, block .of a -three-fold purchase, the lower part con-

"“piece of gear called a "flsh-tackle“ was ‘used., Thiscon-

byt gct:mg uut over éach side of tge bow was a\}arge

: .wqoden baulk, called a "csc-head," and set. in xts outboard . —

end were three sheaves. In effect, this served as the -~

'siséing of'a €reble block wi':h a hook, on its. lower énd. .
In cattings thls hook was sllpped into t.he ung of the™, .' ¢ . 7T

“anctior which was ‘(then nauiea up ‘to the cathead and secured

with'chains. For the second pagt of the operatlon, a

N .
sisted of a purchase £rom the ° 5 of the
foremast, and as witinthe catrtackle, the lover purchase: . ,°,

block was fitted with a large hook, this one being passed ' * -

" under the flukes which weze then hauled ug onto f_he

% '!,attex method was not neceasarily aonﬂ.ned to vessels 4 gphm

.
1oq!:ea at the center of gravity of its shank, thus allow-

E inxxt to be cabted and fished in one move.

fo'c'sle-head and chained.to the deck. 'rowaxa the end of - .
oot ]
the ce‘n:ury, many ships were equipped w;_th anchor—day;ts '
(see figures 4 & 5), thereby eliminating the:fish-tackle, . -
ke 5

and in this arrangementj the anchor usually had a ring . R {

R L~ :
The type of shanty used for this operation depended . af

on the‘manner i which the purchase falls were manipulated.

If they were worked by hand, then a long-haul shanty was

used, but a moxe commnn practice was to-take them amund

the barrel of the main cap;t’an, in which case the task'
e 5 /

? i
vas regulated'by a few verses of a capstan shanty. Thid i E

thatmaed capstans fcr weighing thei: anchors, iqx many




‘Figire 5:° -’Anchﬂ?t.d!vué'

X l:olit_. v;éﬁ) K,
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- cranksd byvha: dles and also by

0

%hl.ps fitted With \vu.ndlasls also had deck capsr_ans that
were used for 2 Varlety of purpases, catting - t.he anchox‘
among them. '

3 In adﬂ

ca’pstan, heavu;q shan:txes weze also sung at thre pumps

* One oE the mechanisms used for pumpmg sfiip was vexj_y
similar j,n its method ‘o’ operacmn ‘o £he'. brake windlass -
‘and was known, not surprlzlngly,"as a "b:qke pump. " This

devxce, nnwevex:, was less tasu.nq than its cuunterpart and 5

the movenent. of tne ‘ar “tram head ‘t6: kiied levéI wag effected /'_‘““\\

;m' one mouoﬂ '“The other t:ype ot\pump, whxch was found on
. vessels bu11t in the 1atter part ofythe cenbury, was );nown
as.a "dD\ﬁ’ltDHn" or "flywheel" pulnp, and as the .latter'nameu
was opezated ‘by" two' flywheels-that were ¥
"ltn-zopg attached tn ;!
Y

':.ndxcate Si

;ach handle w.hlch were altemate
‘Here, obviously, rhythn was’ important, buf’whén a sailor
- could expect cd ‘spend'the bec:ez‘-pa& né his w]ai:'éh heaving
at the "temberence whe 1," the need for d1vers1onawas fore-
most in hisminds iAs one of Hugill's informants ,told him,
"Any old song could be used at the pul% .

'l‘he creiw.was 21s0 greatly appréc-

o long as it hads

a good rousing chorus.

1ar.we xf the shailtyman' s solos were as obsoene as. “he "couild’

pcssibly rke «them, andzhile.thls was true -of shangj.es

" in general, it was Part cula’rlyfso with pumping shanties.

Obscene lyrics, it would appear’were the most "diversionary,"

Y nd then‘ slackeeed.'
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"The Sauor s Alphabet,® A" did not nece%sanly § .

stand for "anchor," nor "B" fur "bawspx::.t.

The haul g shantiés, as menticned earl:.er, were, used

“to; accompany »taéka. “hevally deal

the salls, that requlred sgoradxc bursts of enerqy, and

1

i

1

i
e
ing with the working oE i
: 1
% i

to set th% different types o haulmg shaﬂies in their - i
propér perspectxve, one, needs to have a. basic understanding S i

: I

- of the various piépes of rigding involved. While the f
gene:al principles of rigging we:e standardized, the actual . 3

'numbet aﬂd type of saus carned by vessels of different.

‘size’and design varied cunsmerahxy. For'the sake of

lxcity, we éhalJ\ ‘deal. only wlt‘h the xlggan of a ful

_ rigges ahlp carrying. double copsaua and: topqalluts.

a

The ¢ ‘f that £ misai,a

: Rega.na Maris of Boston (see figures 6 & 7), and becau'e d

ion aré of the\ d

she 15 of haxquentj,ne ng, same‘of the partxculars o her

rlgg!ng ardat Qdds with those descnbed in the’ tex;, ‘nut

the illustratxons should serve to glve the readeér

‘general

Pheey -

& ot

s 4. idea"of the natu!'.e and podition of "the dlfferent
.y * : ol 3 4 By ¥ A -
. tagkle. ik : el i E

. = %
i \\ In - the early decadg‘of the nineteenth cencuzy,, i 3 )

full ~rigged ship ca ied fbur _square’gails on each of her o]

t:hree masts. ..In aacendlng order, \chese were the cuuraes, b

‘the, topsails; the topgallants, and tne"royals’ (see fiqure,

!

L a). -W\hen :efen—ed to individually, the zuurses are termed -

SRS ‘the fo:e-sail: the main- uil and the cro jack. ~Toward the )
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and that of the crew decreased, the topsails, and later
the topgallants, were split into upper and lower seg-
ments, thus making a total of six sails on each mast
(see figure 9). In addition to these, there were several
fore-and-aft sails -- jibs, staysails, and spanker -- and
a group of light weather sails, generically referred to
as "kites," which included studding-sails, skysails,
and moonrakers. As these sails were rarely set with
shanty accompaniment, little needs to be said about them
here other than they were part of a ship's full complement
of canvas. Furthermore, while there are many pieces of
rigging associated with every sail, from the point of view
of shantying we need only concern ourselves with four:
the sheets, the tacks, the halyards and the braces.

The yards that supported the courses, lower topsails,
and lower topgallants were fixed to the mast, and these
sails were set by pulling the clews -- the lower corners
of the sails -- downwards. This was done by means of two
ropes: the sheet and the tack, the former controlling
the lee side of the sail and the latter controlling the
weather side. Again, from the point of view of shantying,
only the sheets and tacks of the courses need to be dis-
cussed, for those on the upper sails were set with the
aid of sing-outs. The courses had two lines on each clew:
One leading down and aft, the sheet, and the other leading
down and forward, the tack (see figures 10 & 11). When

the sail was set, the lee sheet and the weather tack were
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“Piguré 10: . Foremast.rigging of the Hegina Maris

-F -"Fora-lm:’-topsail-br@cp p&'z’:hasef

‘(general view)..~

Foretack .. |\ - - fre ¥ =

Foresheet & . a5
Fore-brace'pendant - p/ .

_i‘o're-bi:aqa pirchase b

Eqre-léwez:—toﬁull ‘brac ;













ras runn;n%\.th the wind d!.rectl}[
e wsed:

. ’ the number of blocks in the tackle. .E‘ov—the first, one

.end of-the sheet was:

hackled~ E:Lrectly the clew~ i’t

thieq Ted down ‘and ‘aft, th;o/gh a'fairlead in the bidwarks

‘of'the vessel then forwax:d and belayed to, a pa.lr of bucs' i




Figure 12: Foresheet tackle and fairlead







two blocks was ‘:allée the forehand.

ey dou.ble halyards (see fxgure 16) K
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purchase-block. This system not only 1m:reased the

! mechan!cél advantage of the tackle, but it also prevented

n
the halyards from putting too much strain on one $ide of -

N »;:he mast, as was the 'éase vigh single halyards. |
Whereas the andle of the sails in ¥élation o ‘the wind

was controlled by the sheets anid ‘tacks,. the eoxzesponamg 5 T

" angle of the yards was controlled by the braces w(see g B e BT i

- figu.res 10. 1, & 17) once agam, insso far a:;
J 415 involved, we' do nor. have to. deal with the ngqmg of W =
i { o
every yard hdt only ek thae of the lower ana both ‘top=+

shantying w

‘sail yards on the fore and main masts.. Attachq’d to-the
:|
end Qf each, yardarm was al length of wire, ‘called a "pendant;"~

|

which had a smg1e B1gek;on its.free end. on Ene fore -Lower

‘.l.ng end of the brace was Shackled dlrectly

t:o thls block, and £rom: here- the

ne led down. and aft, '

&hrough another- sxngle blcck aon the bulwarks, back ,up' throug!

the block on the pendant, and then down thtough the First of
3 set of trible '3

ter-blocks"- on the mam-rau. The end . et

cf the fall be].ayed bo a pin forward' of the slstex-blocks.

The braces on' the tops

a4 yards cons;sted nf three

sunllar in:rig-to,

§
|

parts, 1nc1uding the pendam:, and we

\‘ double -halyards except that thay wete in a honzcntal g

\rather Hanta vertlcal piane.. ~6n the fore-lower—tcpsail ¥y

yard, the stand:mg end | of the brace was’ fixed to’the; mail

top ‘or’ to the maxn-stay just m front. of the ‘top; theline ) :

1
‘1 then ' Ted up throigh the block on the pendant and cancluded

inia \smgle block "rhe fall of ‘the ‘brace’ led from an eye- .







) ) ~ L. g o= . . o Lo

bolt on’ the bulwarks, tip !ﬁmugh Bhis second block; am

then down throuqh the 'second oE jthe_ sister-blocks. The

braces for the foze-upper—topsail yard were rigged in

exacr_ly the s\ame manner except that the standing end was &
. shackled tor the mgn-cmssg:rees, and thg‘ fall rove through

the third of the sister-blocks. The hraces contraling

the 'yards on the maif=fiast were.much the same as those on
the fore ‘éxpept thit in the cage of:the main—tupsair e

5 br. he standing ‘ends wexe fixed to ‘points-on. the .:. i
TR K::&:ﬁ;t and 'instead o :sxstex‘—blecks,‘the falls tove v o
’ through three separate. blocks mounted @ia metal bar;

called a "bumkl. ," whlch was lucated on the Dutex‘ hull of

the vessel Just under the mzzzen—shrouds (see flgure J.B)

SRR . Srhe type/of shanty used al these various pieces of 'y

‘rigging’ deéended on  the, amount of work -xnvolved:. and. the

mannér in which the hau]. was effec!ed. ThuS. the! haullng

shannes ‘are’ broken down ifits three suh*groups- ¢ lcnq—haul,

[ or lorg-drag, shanties, short-haul, or ‘short-drag, shanmes

and the aforementinned walkaways. In t‘e fuat two sub- B

. s head;ngs, thie! words "lcng anfd "hort" do*not’ refer 0 Lt

. e e, fengtn of. the: individual pulls but to tha lenq;h of

. txme réquued to complete the task

4 ‘ § Long-haul ‘shanties were, most oftel

yards and paruculaxly .a: endse; ‘for the topsaxls and ‘top~.

gallam;s‘- The xoyals were usually Mght enough o hoxst

e by pull:mg hand—bver—hand With maybe
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sau m he,se:, the men lu\ed _up along r.he fall thh the.

strongest ‘men in fronc hear the' purchase and the bbys i . it

o 't?a belaymg-pm. 'me shantym n
a Wi

o. ut.hers, tooft hold of*the. .forenand and .stocd facmg

the czew

¥ :
was needed more’. Ehan iis muscle,, and so most of his enez‘qy '.

went inUa his scn

2 ‘The work hegan withv few “dzy Pulls,
5

“se ond and. kourt ] pqllawe:e }:aken

and. Ixsually rréhe /flnal streﬁs [}

N
5 ot always ehe caser In- “B].ow the ‘Main newn,"‘




fii T .0 [ ‘This was called. -aoubu.ng- 11

ana was pioba.hl the mle




one song would be used by different 5hancymen “for” dl.f—
ferent purposes. However, bearing this"in nu.nd, ,tcpsail
halyard shanties can be generally said to’have'a longer

mete.r than’ehen: counterparts udea at the. lightst halyards.

In "Blow the Man Down," for example, a 'séng comonly used
sall.halyards, the meter is, for the most 'part, o

etraln.eter, vhereas: that of -the \t:opgallant-halyard

(-m-hnmam- e a’s inéciicalﬁcon- .




. . o S - wefi2
‘get ‘the jork done.’ One man pulling-now, -another ‘man pul-
o 14 i

3 1in/rréx~t veek. why, you ceumu’ever get anywhere. "

short—haul shant;es/ which were relatxvely few in

numher, Wwere only used in- sxtuatlons whére .two - cvr three .. . .

very strong, puus ware. needsd to complete a task, ana most - )
e
often for.the last few drags'én the sheets and tacks.. When
woxklng at one of these tackles, the: crew were stnmq out:

along the fall wlth e, shantyman

front and the cook ux

o, 37 the redr talung up the: slach Much of theswork was ageon-

* piished by pulllng hanq—uverhand,“butpas .the: wind caught

the sall and’ the tensxon inc¢reasgd, lndlvldua,i pulls wex‘e -

2.5 Fakeny' Sach® orié co-ordlnated by a slng—out. In light,

-weathe

, this -was enough to bn.ng the’ “sheet home, - ﬁut in’

i
“a moderate or heavy breeze, a shorc—haul shanty Has‘ needed

*to b ng the 1.\.ne “in the lastr‘couple’ of. feet and chereby

he canvas its beat exposure to ‘the wind.. -

yiR ; There were three songs) Ao‘fcgn reférred to simply'as ‘v n

the "fore-shect shsntiés,- that wefe' used for most_of the

work .at the sheet and (:acks

Do my Johnny Bokex", .. "Haul

and "Haul the Eowl Tie." . They.had’ couplet

stanzas conslstlng of one. 1ong. s0I6. line followed by a’ . il

‘chorus’ of almost equal 1engt}.

e pull vas ‘effected onh} fapn

 was. nomany shouted xather than sung. j

«Haul the. bowl:.ne‘, Kitty is my darlin'
Haul the hcle.ne, the bowling HAUL!




e "A 1éng rigmavole," writes Boné, “fc&'r such‘a short 'haull’

i But what a'strain cgn be' put ot the heavy- five-inch sheet
- when the ‘nen 1ay béck ;Qgethez and shout!! "15 YV L

Because the short-haul, shanues ‘prodiced a much

: scmnge: pun than the long-haul songs,, they Vere often *
- used for ‘the]lastfew pulls at the vhalyax'ds‘ when ratsing

. a yard i a nssvy a.una. -This'particular aspect of shantying,

known as‘ dlso came i.mzc p1ay when any tackle

“ra¥her tham hy its structural compohents 'The cml'y au- L

fe:ence m ‘the, pe:fomance of sthis song in; tgxe tiwo ,_a'on

%

hanl ‘shan

ty, called
Jil:at sea
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b wnen the force of the wind increased to a degree ‘where

. 4‘ - “either the sails or the R were in danger of bei’nq s
: L tarried away,. all hands vegs catled and dne wabeh® FoRaTon
" on deck to Logk after the various pieces of rigging 1nv01ved
While the other watch went. aloft to handlé the. sau. on C s
" s

practically a1l squaze rlggers, w.n:.h tl\e rexcepuun of a.

‘ few of the later vesse,' S =

deck by meaus cf the clew—l.mes leech—lines, and bum:” and e R

1mes. 'rhe shanty,, however was not used by the men’

first ‘note oF ] the Jsong, the en  Bent over the .

sually, no ‘mozé thar, thtee or -

four verses were needed to c,omplete the task On Britxsh\
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individual refexred to in the song was alleged to have T, - .

been a Livetpool boaxdmg—mascez whn, legend has it, g - :
" N

. ept. a cow's Horn' in -the back yard, round .

: which he solemnly marched, “greer hands," so 7 -

w it ¥ g s as'to be able tb tell a doubtmg skipper “Ehak
. . they had "been three t;u»es round the Horn!®l7

5 : The. last type ‘of shanty wa¥ the walkaway, and t}us :

had’ the distinction of bezng the only r.ype of shipboa dl

o s . worksong . that'was sun Mn unxson. as’ ma,ntionea prévioust

l‘lg‘glhq on the mam. JAtS bhe order “Hard alv'
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these other lines were taken .An alonq with the fore—sheet

,and tack . . 4

DuFing this time, ‘the.main rigging’ was'left antouched,

* and’as. the vessel took, to the opposite tack, the sails,gp

the: maimnast became "lald aback"’wluch helped push the

how ‘around until the wlnd caught the sails on.the fore-mast.

At ﬂus point, “the’ apprpprlate r.\.gqlng ‘on’ the main-mast

4 was let a9 and re-‘sef‘. 1n the same mannex‘ as on the ~fore- "

¢ mast. When tl; s was< co 1eted, £he crc—]ack brqces were

héule aro\md -and the task, which usually tcak about

twenty mmutes flom start’ tD firu.sh, ‘was over.,

th’ courae of a voyage. As Halt\indexplainsz -

iron shlp has beeri, tvelve:nonths -
“there's"aquite a_lot o' barnicles - = =

“:the Horse: Latitades  in the Nosth ' Atlantic
Ocean: == usnally they rig -up-a purchase "

for to scrub the botton. ..You'can't do .

it.when' the ship is' going: over three mile
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. | .
These then are the principal’areas of work for which
; L. E
the shanties were e} Tk(ere were many, many other
pxeces of ngqinq and gear,ia few of which have been

men(::.oned, that were worked with SJ.ng-out or chant, rather

effurt or

n. shanty., accbmpa\meat. | The ‘tasks forwhich shanties
K\needed zepresent those requiring the mo
the most time to-complete, and in these contexts, the "«
songs provided a steady woxking rhythmand i welcomed di-

: version fram _the™ drudgery of lthe iabour.

Shanues, huwever, Were- not sung on all vesselﬁ,

-rhere, were a ‘Few rehrqlous" ‘cap:ams wha felt that’ such

sonqs were mumral and 'forbade their use“ Also; part of:

3 sp 1r. oi the

;:0f the. érew" was sQ 1ow that chey had mo. w111 to smq at

A the).r ‘labour. A 1ack Df shantying, in fac:, was often irni~

tended as a form of e proceéc, a sort of, nautical

ork-to-rule:" ‘The. following| passage. from Daria depmts

the. mood and actions of \the crew of~the Pilg:im after’ two;.

2 i -men had been flogged~ b X E
o No one wént _aloft beyond his ordinary gait;
v _and the' chain came!: slewly in over the wind-
lass.: 'The mate, between( “the kmght-heads,
. ‘exhausted all his'official xhetoric, in

7 . . ete »

AR broke: his back or his b asgfk“e\by his o
‘- .-effarts. 'And when thes€at-tackle-fall was' ”

strung along, and all hands

le hands, and on:some »"Ward case! shi})s, the morale

e




E steward, and all -- laid hold, td.cat .
4 the anchor, instead of the lively song . 4
of “"Cheerily, men!" in which all hands L
join in the chorus, we pulledsa long,
heavy, silent pull, and —- as sailors @ . .
say'a song: is as good as ‘ten men -- the :
anchor came to the cat-head pretty -
slowly. "Give us 'cheenly"" said the
. mate; but there-was no "cherrily" for
] -us, and we did 'without it. The captain L,
2 walked the guarter-deck, and said not .
@ word. He must_ Rave seen the change, .
but there was nothing which he could :
- nutlce‘ officially. 197 A,
2 i -
o On board a sailinq ship; the shanties' strong associ-

ations w.’l.th work relgqated them ‘Solely ‘to that context

and d\ey vere nm:\gung dnnnq the dog—wds’éhes or in any

istcuation where inqzng funcnonea purely as entertainment.

THere' was almost'a tabooon the subject.-’
= Like whlsthng areund the decks (the sure i
incitdtive to-uncommoti galeés) and spitting .. s
iIn the wind, the.el¥er hands ma;.nta,med
that the: rou 5-'a chanty 'when ther
worn't no ca%u‘ld not ,but offend:some
‘.. presiding deit; M

But the shanties were-nok.all work and nd pliy. The.xitual .

! of "buzymg the dead horse," 'n\enuoned earll.er,21 Had its

own shantYA . After~thé" salxcrs hé:d-passea seéntence on the

; it was hau -.ed up tc the maifi-ldwer

yarﬁa:m tp the accompaniment of o e R

etfigy of the horsd

As I walked out upon the road one days”

they say ao and they knou uu. \




rig
P *hat all, It was, ll.ke the others with solo

I saw an old man vith a load of hay,
Ch: Oh, poor old man!

Says I, "Old man, your horse is lame,"*
Says Ij "Old man, that horse will die.

"Now, if he dids he'll be my loss, . '
"And if he lives he'll.be my horse."

"And if he dies I'll tan his skin, 2
"If he lives I'll rlde him aqain' »

At the °°n°]‘"§,.°n of thxs stoic little ditty, a.seaman

sitting on the yardarm cut the line and comitted said

harse and one monﬂ]’ "free labour” to the ﬂeep.

"By the tune Rex Clement:s vent to sea in the ?'rly
1900‘s. - ¥ 3

There was even a snanty for dolng noth.

“and ‘cliorus and’ was:sometimes started by
a discontented crowd. who felt they were
having ‘their old"iron vworked-up- unnec—
essarily. . One of the men would  begin:

I've got a sxster nine fuot higl

and vas taken up by the chorus. -

" ay . down. in-Cubal® = " i %

but instedd of heaving, ‘the words wete

followed .by three short jumps. It was

very-infrequently heard and alvays came.
to .an ab¥upt end-after. the first: line.

in ‘obediénce to an angry oxder ‘from the
¢ . mate’to "Stop that'"
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AW’A\’ DOWN SO H WHERE I.WAS BORN":

THE" HISTDR‘{ OF THE SHANTY

- Exacf.ly when and how the p:acuce of shamtymg be-

c;amqestabllshed ©on ‘boara of English.and Amencan ‘ships

is.a mat:er ahout which there -has beP.n considerable de-

works on the suF)ecc were: not p:oduced unexl aff

A

tor the

——py N




a dolorcus el A anq a: wild-

g '1 Prior to

a gfetcmg cry wn—.h "

ness 'that sounds ‘Like a ‘note of dl.stress

sed e

the develapment of the shapty, these, éries vere,

when axnyd merchantmen adopted the naval custom of Emplcy-

“ing a flddler, 3 et, ox.- druxumer foz tms purpose. Even

1@ the: 1ast days ot “the und;ammezs, shanl;ymen used, sing-

" outs: fm: 11ghter work that dld not call for a f\xll shanty.

-»2

sounds, such as; "Hao : wo-o—o, oh bye!"< or short. ph:ases

Hand, Hand, Hand o"er hand ~
un" away w:uth a west countﬁ:y »man.




‘s’uhq, ‘and the‘ir lyric devveiopment, like, smg—nuts, con-

: gen.erally devo

" one 1wes.’ The:efore, when deﬁ.ninq "sh ncy," vie must’

g ‘ o "..122.
-and thoshthat’ hiad short. chortses’ a,; Ehes end of Gach line,

as in: " ; e %

- You-stole my boots so early-in .the morning,
% | _Ch. You stolé my boots, _ah-] g
e A 5 .

Bs their name indicafes, they were chahted r’a'ther chaﬁ

515 ed n\ainly Df a ri petitloh of a angle idea whl.ch was -

of any purposeful mean:.ng.

] Even thouqh éll thfee fulfill zoughlyjzhe same prmary

function.. the shanues are se&: ayart from sing uts and*




# BT R ol
one of a gxoup Of songs, stanzaxc in sc:uqtu:e and usually

Y L consx.st‘mg of saparate solo«'amd chorus pazts, chh were

used to mark time in heaving and hauling opera;mns on. %

.. - board sailing ships. -,k . - .
' Ln English. lxtexahn,'e, f_he earlxeat reference to -
" mariners smging-out dates back to the reign of Henry VI

» = ahd is contained in a poem dep:.ctxng “the voyage of a -ship

N carrqu Pilgrims o the shrme of St. qumﬁa of Cnmpostella,
"in the year 1405 In 'his description of the vessel getnng

Wx‘th 'howe. hissn hen they cry, & 2 i
‘What howte! mate; -thou stondyst to ny, L
They: fellow. may nat-hale the by;' e

> ’lhey thus beqyn to crake. =

> R'boy or tweyne anone up-sty < WSt -
And ‘overthwarte the .. sayle-yexde lyen- - 4 £ L

how! uyna" the. remenaunte Cr: : < 2 i

And Pull with all f.hayr myght: S % 9 R

: g N i 5 i me st w 4
ol R wlule t.heﬂe ung-outl bear z:artaxn :esewlances to- those . N =‘_.~'
.of ‘four hundred yeus later, they do vary “in_some' respects, - | RERN

that these cries were performed Sn unison -or. pe:haps ant;.- V

o3 L

&  whony.

In The




cmés Gsed for each operatmn. o

sversus "al the laif cryit in that samyn tune...." A sing-

L3 Hugill a. SO appears undecl.déd, fox

as "shantxes

‘N writess | iy
than the marynalls began 0 veynd the cab;l,
A vitht mony.loud cry.-ande as ane cryi
the laif cryit in that samyn tune, as
hed bene ecco l.rl ane hou leuch: .and as it R
't to-me,’ thai cfyit ghir vordis as- ;
ullouis.' veyra veyra, veyra veyra. :
gentil gallandis, gentil gallandis, veynde
i,see hym, 'veynd i.see hym: pourbossa,. & 5 s
‘pourbossa.” hail al ande ane, hail al and o
aqe. s hau hym ¥e til vs, hail hym vp €31 .- = "
vs. 2 i

. The seccnd sentence’in th).s quotat).on exempll.f:l.es the

pmble nf m.expzecat:.vn that has caused D, much arquemem:
L .

over . the nthuty of the shant % '!ande as ‘ane’ cryi:

9

out or & sonq? Colco:ed opts for the former; Lauqhton- i

the latter.10 Whall goes 5o far
1
"

"shanties, "' while Doerflinger, seazch ng for' some sorl‘.

Sf middle q:ound, c§11s theri "shott, elementaxy shant;.e

fter. spéak e f " them

perhaps~ follow:.nq 'Whall 's-lead

he later




haul, for, contained in thg bowline cry-is a relatively

coherent piece of verse telling of th mariner®s. hopes

_for d successful voyage. “afGir the vynd.. -/ god send... /

.M This develdpment. . *

“fayr vedchu—

Eva mony pricis

is sicjnificaqt, but the direct repetition. of the solo lines

'ax‘{a the apparently stichic sttuctnre bear little resemblance:

to "the shanty as we’ lmcyw Lt "1\ Alsa, the brev ‘ty [of the

50105' might lead us to conslide that we are ot deaking

ij.th "elementary shar;txes,"m:g with eIaborate‘

"Ftom P rchas s

presumably fxom Pux'chas Hl gnmes

This is mot shantying, but the primitive ¥¥o-.v

_hoing" . out Gf which the’ shmcy developed;. and

if we admit ‘tHa yn—homq sserved- for most’*‘
ereby §uleé out :the

s N av:.n been used. fox,

5pecxal cccasxans, 32ch ‘as fo“i‘ Wethj.nq and, ;- A0

stowxng thelanchor P




gxthe sgngs. p’r slng—outs umcil ;he‘ pubucaunn of -

Falconer s Marlne If ctionaxy (1759), m hhl.cl\ the follow-

i . e . -
Py R § f,»xaqulxes, howevex« dome dexterity, and
. ‘v address to manage the handspikes to-the~
greatest advantage; and to perfoim this,
- the sailors must all rise at:once upon
... "the windlass, and,.fixing-their bars, . . ~
, thermn, give a sudden jetR at ‘the sdme N

instart, in which- movement. they are ! oy

% man.ne were greauy ‘ovgsha ¥shadowed by Lhose oOf. »the Nayy.
The' wxn:ers . who subscrxbe to the #heory that shantles

‘.ex1st~.ed in the days of £he Armada, and tners, sucx-. as

Doetﬁllnger and HAgill, ‘who aﬂow for the, pussxbilm:y of

shantles Exlstl. prior to the 1800 s, a:gue that the

absence of reierences “£Q-. shan y:.nq from this era is due to

factuxs dlrectly relatsd o condxtmns of war

reasmunq is threeield “firsty in’the; minds of the publ:u:, B

the Navy was fust and«fo:empst. and as.a. reault, the
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Setond, some merchant ships were

afmed and their routine - regulated along naval lxne's A8

neither shanties nor sing-oufs were ever permitted on .
boarda ship-of-the-line, these vessels Followed suit,
and’ work: on ‘board vas regulated 5 ms«-.rumem’1 accompani-
ment, ‘th Boatswain' svwhi'stle.ovr the calling of numbers. | 3
Third, ‘dué to.the urgent demand' for naval seamen, English
: ands prior to 1776, Amexrican sailois were aagerly sought

by . f_he pxess—ganqs, and r_:;e n\erchant marlne had to make do

\w1th whatever 1e£tovers the e 1mps could round up, few of

This cheory, however, ;L-s"con:ingeh: upoR the ;sgﬁmélcn

that shan xes d1d exxst in the e:.ghteem:h cem:ury, and fmm

the h' totxcal evldence presented 50" fa‘tr this does not

e ppear to be, the case. BQS there is mther evld&nce, based

. ‘ol the alleged antiquity of sone shantxes, that has ‘been’

ut ‘forward as Lndicar.inq +] existénce of thes rksongs
P g

J.ong before t_he nmeteenth centu:y. ’The four sonqs Gommon= 3

1y alluded to in' tlus respect are: “Whlskey ,Johnny,l‘ A

it foundation'. w197 e eriqin o "A-x:ovin gk "Maid

i Of Amsterdam ‘as lt J.s al
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. ©+ ‘I have spent some time investigating this
. . © * statement and I.have discovered that -the
song alluded to in Heywood's play is of.
the type known as a 'catch.' It :LS
v certainly not the shanty "A-rovin',"
v “*’ and the only thing that can be said about
Vo = it is that the approach of Sextus to
2 . *. Lucrece bears some resemblance, in se-
. * ‘quence, to-that of. the amorous seaman to
¢ his-Dutch girl in thet full bawdy version
of the ‘shanty.

: 5
He goes on tQ sa‘y“bath the main theme and thé tune of this

__song ’nav‘e’L been found -ashore in many-different countries

e gl and Erom El;zahethan ‘to modern timeg. "A—rcv:m ,“ like

3 - E : on! b board a peyenue cuttér, for, want of ‘music, ..
S itiis cus‘tmnazy.for one of the nen to.give

y em & song; which. makes the.crew unite ‘their.
PN PN scrength and | pull together.21

me ouc of m: nd" at greatez than thirty—four

years, .thereb placing “the czeation £ /Dhis. song ‘inside
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the eighteenth century, we should not automatically assume

that it alwayg was, still is, and always will be, a shanty:
We know that g

Cheprly Men" was one of the first songs td
) . be used as a shanty, but we oap not emphatically. state
that F€ Wag composed for this puxpose, especially since
it is atypical of standard shanty structure,; having four
:. v solos .and four choruses per s stanza. :
As for "Haul the Bowllne,“ its title assures us that
it was composed to be a shanty, but its. antiquity may nat )
be as‘great_iﬂ?‘ije have/sugqested.-' The ébntxo::ersy :

. surrounding, this

hanty centers on-'the mcluswn of the g b2

word "bowline. " Goledrdr wzxtes' el ’ e e

The best ev;\.dence of the’ ant.xq\u.ty of an
actual shanty, is.'to-be, found in "Haul on’.
the Bowline. “this sorg has puzzled some
writers on-the subject, because on modern

unimportant rope, X
the ‘leach of .a sail ‘when sa;.l:.ng on the "
wind. ‘No shanty could .ever. have-been used . :
in handling such a light tacklé....But on. i .
~.' "t. -the.carracks of Elizabethan times, "the
bowline was: the rname for what we. now call
the fore-sheet; ‘and it Seems fairly
Lo evident from the wgrding of the modern. . . “
shanty that 1t£m_Jb have ‘been. in“use. for: . -
- . ;,cs px‘esent :pufpos ever since ‘those far-
. off days. | . .

. 2, I
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this particular song has;yfor some reason, gone unnoticed.

The full chorus of this shanty 'is "Haul on the bowline,

the bowline haul," and, in his dictionary of nautical
2 , ~

terms, Admiral W.H. Smyth defines the term-"Bowliné Haul"

4s "A hearty and simultaneous buwszf‘ﬁ smyth, who served g
on both merchant and naval vessels during his career, be-
r gan compiling materipl for his dictionary in the 1830's

and continued to do so until his death .in 1865. 'Thus, thhe

—r
term was current in the ’e? to mid-nineteenth century,
h

the period in which most dhanties are suppoSed to have

“peen crea(:ed.- ft seens more ‘than like

is exactly what a shisiity was intended to produce:

hearty and ‘similtaneous bowse . “The term 1s not st

Falcone!‘

between ('_he two .services, the term.could easlly have found

its way into the merchanc manne‘ other naval expressmns, 4 &

such ‘ds' "grog and spiice t:he main-Brace;~ hed little .

S T 2 trouble entering! the. merchant seaman's vqcabulary. éne,,.

s . might guess that as the tems "shanty" and “sing-out" be-

_came established, "bowline haul® feld into aisu‘g‘e.

me the’ evxdence avallable, althuugh scam-.y, sig W

sSoulit Sppsar thel shanues :.ud not'exast o boaxd €ither °,

English or American .vssselssprior to the nineteenth century.
Abrahams, however, in his ! udy of West Indian shan:qu, E
ol

-,
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g * - ‘has shown that this style of smging aid exist in other s 3 =

contexts as early as I%90."" From William~ Bec’kford s A

Descriptive Account of the island of Jamaica, published P

in that year, he quotes’the following description of the
songs used by the plantation slayes as they worked at a :

mill: ' v

w g .The ‘style of singing aiong the negroes, is
uniform: - and this is confined to the women;

. -for the men very seldom, excepting upon
' ' ; extraordinary occasions, are ever heard-to:
- e L5 I join in chorus. .One person begins first,
. = ~and- continues to-sing alone; but at particular
- periods. the others n:  there is not, in-
deed, much vauety in theu songs; but:their

intonation is not'less perfect.than their %
txme. N :

There are’a riumber of .such. decnptwns in- J %
‘later works,” most often associated with i
‘‘barvest scenes, for .that:was the time of 3 5
greatebt activity on the, plantanons in thp' . %
West ‘Indies.’ d :

In r.he other refexences that he quutes" the men have found .

. thxr voices and are n\errlly slwlng of thelr joys i life

BNCR ¥ and the vices of their masters. It is slgnlflcant to note

. that. Abrahams cites no less than six references to the wo;k- at
so.ngs of the Blacks fmm the years 1790 to 1335. For the
‘same. period in a nautical com:ext thEz'e are only twd such

referénces, both from the 1830's.

P As we move into the period just prior to the close n,ﬁ i

‘the Napql'ean;c Wars and the War of 1812, seamen are still




pgrormipg their duties with the'aid of sing-outs

the sound of the fiddle or flfe. From an American source

describing the voyage of an armed merchantman in the year '

1809, we have:

I shall.never forget the shrill voice of
\ _the boatswain on that morning, when
piped, "All hands, up anchor, a-hoy'™
neither shall I forgét the mérry tones o
the drum and fife while we were running
around thsscapstan heaving the anchor to
the b

-.134
or to

Instrumental accompaniment, as previously noted, lasted

well into the nineteenth century, aud/ﬁoerflingex

‘cited references to its"use or board East Indiamen as -

has

late ab 1344. He alaa cites, again with relauon to

. Bast Indianen & referex.x\'s to an unusual blénd-of imstrut ' -

mental-and vocal mpani . Ttis ¢

book entitled, The Quid; or:Tales of my

in a:-

des—+

cribing a voyage to the Orient in 1832, whicH.is very

" close-to the time when references to shantying --
this ‘term 'is not yet in use -- first begin to -appe

print. The author, who signs himself as "A Steera

Passenger," writes: -
: .
.

...the motley group that man’the bars, the
fiddler stuck in the corner; fhe -captain on

though
ar in
ge

|

thé poop encouraging.the men %o. ..despexate,_-

efforts....Every man. runs the*sa.me road,
and hard and 1mpenet}:able is that soul that
dogs’ not chime 'in with. the old ditties,
Pull away now; my Nancy, O!" and the long

3 of

Oh!" that precedes the more musical strain’

}




shanties]’ but

-- made to'do-service at the capstan. ;

"O her love is a sailok,
His name is Jemmy Taylor,
He's gone in a whaler

To the Greenland .sea!" =

or

."oh!" if I-had her,

‘Eh then if I had her, ...
Oh! how I would love her:
{1’5ck altliough she be."28

of the.opinidn that-these twd choruses are not

29

is an 1nterestmg marriage of the: ) forms

f'orebittexs" == songs sung for entertainment

Nevenhelsss,

Rohert Hay, wha at va‘nous txmes served iN both &
Navy and r.he mercrant. mazme. In hib book he _gives "

several lnstances of fxdd ing and fximg on bbatd men

war, and Aanta descrl.ptzbn ofia merchant brig leavinq_

Enqlmd in 1811, it would:appear that s.ingmg—out u the .

" practice with, which he is nost famn!lr in that seryice; o
o for. he speaks of "...the‘nautica]. hegvé o qf the manne‘

‘as they braced t:hei: 87 ds-and hauled the:Lr bowl;nqs




E Ou¥ searen ‘havmg 1eft thé ship, the - ”.
... *, harboui work was perforged by a gang~of’ Yo o= F

= W+ i Negroes. Thesé men will work the wholes . i
. ‘day at the capstan.'under ‘a scorching
" * ., sun with dlmost no intermission. -
s beguz.led the time by one af‘them
< . -% one liné of/an English’song, or a prose
. sentence, at ‘the  end of which alk:the
: .- yest join in a short chorus. The sen
prevail: with' the ‘gadg we ", ..

s

Grog time’ “day, ‘boys,
Grog ‘time ;of da: Y‘ e

Hure, my jolly bog
Grog I:ul\e of day

-they afe Gf Ang ican 'ori Co

choruses are T




i ] e
Indies and the southern United States. Laughton has

compiled some interesting statistics concerning. thié’Ere-

elevanéy

quency of trade with the latter regich that bear

fo this question:

Before ‘the French Revolution no American:
‘dotton -came: t& England. In 1791, however, a
machine was invented which ‘gage for. the first '
‘time -a comrcial value, to upland” cotton’

> of the South; a variety forming about 95'per
cent, of the total crop.: <An export to Edgland
at once bagan, at first on™arsmall scale,
but. rapidly increasing. ,At the peace of/nn,& .
. the annual export was 96 hillion pound',, in ¢
1830 it) was 260 millions, and.in 18374t had. .
risen -to 444 millions. ‘A million.pgunds - .
make 450 tons,’ which would ‘be a’load.for a

g ship. as-ships then went; so that if we

say that -the import Of.cotton to, England’in 4
1837 nepresem:eq 500 Bhip loads, wewould | = i

..''be thhm the. m& %

‘Thus, - there 5 a dlrect correlaucn between -the qrowth of

'che G tton}trade .and-‘the development of shantyiﬂg on board

Angm-Amencan ships, and ‘while this 1ndust;ry is the, on

 most ‘often’ referred €6 in’ connection with shantying, there

were(othex‘ lucra ive trades in the Amerlcan south whl.ch

would have gwen sédmen exposux:e to: this :ypa ot wi rkscng,.

acnv £y in’ ‘the post-war perlod, infotmamon ‘concerning
trade thh the West Indies would prcbably te].l a similar

tale.” We should Also bear:-in mind that many Blacks were




themselves shipping as s‘eame'n at this time.

4numhe: J.S not knuwn, buE by 1800, there wezve an ea(‘.xmated

15,000 freedslaves in the est. Indxes,zsv many of whom
would find empmyménc in the merchant marine.. In the
United States, there were a suffxclent B of black

seatien to require. some ssaces to pass

im crow" laws, -

placing restrictions on them: =5

. Late in 1822, .South Carolina.:.passed a law
‘forbidding free Nedro seamen to leave their
.-vessels whern, in her ports: - In the ensuing
years sevéral other slave states passed -
sifiilar laws. These evoked many protests's
ndividuals and groups,.not -
only because of the attack.this represented
against their rights but also because mari-

. . timeoccupations were among the most import-'

2it, Followed by Negroes, 3 g °

The practice.of ,shaniying was"gxaaual.u_adopéed by the
seaman, and by 1830, it.was common on both: English ana

American _ships, although at this dme u: was on}.y used in

a limited number’ 05, situations. Ne haVe already noted the 8

© use cf, "Cheerly Men™ on board British revenue cutters in

834 " and-another- wx'.lter who mentxons this . song énd several

othefs i& Dana: He is the fu:st to give a full account of '
*“the nature and function of worksongs in the hautical con- .
. text; although he makes no mention of the word "shanty."

5 cmm :his weé can assume with almost complete certamty that

the term was not known. to him, fgr in 311 _ofher~areas he

takes the qx:eatest of care ta present. and deﬂ.ne nal)tical

»Jargan to hls Te: ders. H;s desu 1ptmn of the songs 1s

as, fo}lows:

i
:
i




"_mte the hcld"of a smp.

g Ty 7=
“tasks: cattmq the” anchor, ho,xsum; the topsaxl yards,

Theé sailor's s’ong\s\fof the capstan and -falls
are of a peculiar kind, hayihg a chorus at
" : the end of each,line:. The burden is usually. ;
Sung by one alone, and, at the chorus, gLl ' I

‘. hafMs join in, --'and the louder the noise .

.They can't pull in time, or pull with a Wlll, & -
withoutn\it.  Many a time, when a thing goes,

hea 'y, “with ‘one.fellow yo-ho-=ing; .a.1ively

song, like "Heave to the girls!™ ‘“Nancy
_oh!" " "Jack Crosstres," etc:, has put-life
and gtrength into. every ‘arm.37° )

However,»at ‘several’ cthex: 5pmnts

cox\nectxcm with regulas shipboard wox-k

On baard the’ vessels tﬂat Bana ‘sailed-in, the P 1lgrlm

: and‘the Alest,” wprksongs . were used to accémpany three !

and_ towinq the cargo ’lhe first-two tasks were only per—

:to ,aceempany them was - ‘Cheexly Men," althnugh "TJ.me for

‘. gs. to Go" “vas sung, ‘qhite weppropriately, ‘at tha heqmn1ng

v =

of. the! homewa:d voyage. Dana pmhably\h@axd mosE of ms

shanties whug engaged in ‘steeving hides into ‘the hold.of - -

Lakiohr <= and cant.inual shantying. ‘ To )-,s d‘esErAptlov b

et the capstan and falls" he adds-




" We ofte:
. - effect of :

¥ in’ the hides. Two or three scrng would .

N - be. tried, one.a T, h i y
. ¢« effect; -- Not &n Mch cculd bel gor_ upcrp
~ T " the tackles -- whzn a new gong, Struck .

v ~ up, seemed, to-hit/the humor ‘of. the moment, ' ¥ %
- ~ e and drove:-the tackles *two:blotks"‘at, . - * -, .
" 3 . “once.; 'Heave ‘round- hearty!" "Ca?ta:m ’ 7 . o
d-the 1like, might’do ifor ! 2
L common: 9\1115, but on  an ememgency, when. | # - LI
. we”wanted . a heavy, "raise the dead” pull; : %
which would start ‘the beans of; the ship,’ »
‘there was ‘riothing like '"rgne «for us to e
b "HOrE

energy or less time than th abnve~, and on .the sﬁips Dana

sailéd;in,” these other fum:tlons were, per.famed With the-’

SN e

aid: of Jsing=outs: fieighing the arichor wag’ alsD regulated §

by the never-taxllng yc-heave—ch,," but. thJ.s was. probably

"~ '+ becatse’ the ‘operation of thé windTAss Witk wmch Dana was *

| faniliar - the type levatad ‘'by handspikes

suited to -shanty a¢com; nmem.‘ ‘His ihn:xal— desc:ip

| of tHe ‘éon'gs'

cates that on wessels fitted ‘with capstansa.

a i tyat,_ A

_.shanties were sung while raising the. anqhor,

.in Diary'in Amex (1339), gives am. acccun\: of isailors . ¢

smg.mg as, \:hey hov; the’ lnchor by means cf a xak;, tlor .
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T own, " windlass, which &t that ti.me was a yelative-.
BT THE ' 1y néw, invention.3? L
Gosmi, L Other references to shantym-; £rom the 1830's and
[ I '40'; co;robéz;ate the assertion that these songs weré . | T

only used in situations involving heavy labour. Olmsted,

™o, séived on, the.whileship North America from 1839-1841,

\

SR has the following. to say about: the use of worksangs -

du:‘inghis,.éime atisear LT en ol T b

“I have often been very. much amuaed b? the

" cries. and’songs of .the. men, ‘why. engaged,:"
<" in. hauling “away -upon " the rigging of the.. .

4 ahgp The -ustial cry 1% "Ho! “Ho! noi"‘ or

songs 1)1 ‘common - use’ Amohg seamen..‘whlch 5

.iiare performed with' very good effect

s a’long -line of men hauling . S

.. The songs of the sailors; .. . 4

.when sung: with 'spirit and to'the'full - s 7 .
.extent of “their. ‘fine sonorous voices,

sl « add neéw vigor .to their-exertions, as the .

3 heavy xards and Sails are mountin
wards.

i"Chegrly Mep, Drunken Sauo:.

L e
" Oceari,

% and possibly.a- Few Gthérs,

of ‘most
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. ¢ cen:m:y was the cotton ports of the southern United States.

Nur?hoff/ visited the port of M.ohixe, ﬂlabama, during the

‘racts, and writes at considerable 1ength about the pro-
sy . cess of "scremng" cotton and of.the "'chan:s" used by

the men who performed tm’task. B - § .' Y ~

% T ) when a lighter-load of cotton comes along
P ‘side, all hands turm to and hoist.dt in.
. ) It is piled on deck, until.wanted below. _:
. . . As soon as the lighter is empty; the gangs
own' to the work of ‘stowing it. - Two
bales: being placed and’the screws: applied;
‘the’ sévere_labor begins. ' -The ‘gang, iwith’
:-their shirts off, and. hankerchiefs tied .s
about  their heads,: ‘take. hold: the Handles' .
of . the screigs, the foreman begins. the,
soiig, and at'-the'énd Of every two, lines-
. ‘the worm .of " the ‘s¢rew:is:forced to”make ..
one'revolution,’ thus gaining perhaps: ..- ' .
.two_inche singing, ox chantying. as it
is'called, is an’ invariable. accompaniment..
. to working.in cotton, -and many.of- the
Yy - screw-gangs: have an‘endless collection of

songs, | rough' and‘un outh, both in.words -

generally sufficeés .to bnnq home. the . v,
Screw, .when- a new ‘set.is“got. upon the KO 1 s
bale, and a fresh ong i5 commanced.“ 42 i

'This ‘account gives @ gcod lustratxcn of. the necessity

and, mm:e i.mportantly, the frequency of shanty;.ng in thxs - 7

context In the ea:ly years of the cotton trade, the*

handling of ‘the: cargowas performed -gntirely by Slaves;

+. but’in '30's and '40'5, “many Irlsh and Enqllsh ssamen took

s:evedorxhg ‘jobs. in the south duung Lhe winter months "

avo: