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" unflinching support and enthusiasm,

murity. -and f‘amuyn and ‘I was~

,of severa,l. A special bond

stten th Di that connection, 1 never
orggneli compasﬂion and humor, I am gtateful col

« Jane Burns, Cathex ine

“To thuse speml Qew -
~ A

seh‘ue’effe’xmnu, Pattx. Fultcm, Cheryl Exauner _—'- um‘. whom

an ever: .say.

mennon Hn. Hu;ley, the skxppe: and Jack who
madeuou: house feel llke home? Michael Jones whose Snend-
ahipl onversatisn and quiet conndence Jjelped more than e o

knows: the gang ‘at’ "77 Bona street yith\whcm 1 passed many

pleasurable h hours in» divexsion, in contemplation, in immeaa— LA 4

_utéb;ej ing; my frieng, peter Bundy, whose companmnamp
lpagme the miles and the yeaxs, and who helpedﬂ to keep my .
‘ " % ] .

My pq‘tents offered nearly 'gour_“se;\sons of refuge and,
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along/with -my sisgérs, Claudia} tolerance,
. . ® 3, 1

- - & .
faith that the 'tunnel

v = L e
would ‘indeed aend in .light and, abové all,-love. My mother

painstakingly translated By raw ’thoughts ‘into a. legible

. 5
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alao for them -~ for helping nc o become. _ LR
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"and pegan f.he"- e

,‘Ah' 1 'né_ar‘ea the end of .my inter

pra S3,0f sorting the “daterial’ into a uquab;le' forn; 1

x‘ealized that 1 had aasumed obngation to  two audiance + the

£ John s Jevush communxty ana t‘he academlc commumt:y. The °

pt‘dﬁ”ct for . each” had'a sxng,ular set “of ‘requirements, “objec-

I-was also :nteze-ted

scme !Anished form

vﬂaving cteated these—

8. weu as fox’ nyse].f. I
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e vGreat und l}ttle tradxt:on <can be ' though't * of
_as” two  currents of thought and action, dis-
tinguxahable, f'et ever floumg 1nto and out
of edch other. : ) _

* of .the _original ét. Jdohn's ' Jewish

Jttle tradition

. commun:.ty = that “taken for’ gnnted and ot submxned to

N much scrutiny

. through <the nartatlves- . Ar. tha sami

_dn: deﬂeld I3 uord? - s, transmitted’

time, the’ cultivated

"‘great trad1t1on ot Judaum 14 ha'nded doun,-but 'in.'the -

‘assuxe ,:he § connnuity of the’

speciflc, vexnaqular Ianguage ana! contaxt‘ og'the':"'ld;tle"

Lives ‘as. uppcsed o instxtutlonal 'ehanne1s=”, While there

qem:e as Hell. ;an Hill be :vldem:ea 1atez. afld members ot

In ozaer to avoid interman‘xage and "aislmllaf.lon,

-gzeac cz duion" (Jéwis

N
idenfity) f,r theu— deacendents. ny nenbew ﬁave leh St.

'aohn 8 “to Jou'A the . J,axger Jeulsh commumues in rozonw.:

MQntxeal and eliewhexe- In t’hli wa_v. the- local .“llttlc

txadxnon is being aacriinced for :he perpe:uxty of ehe

'nmn“the intet,acr.mn becones cleax. e

g:eat

‘on. the baau that peop].e are at once pxod\u:n ‘and’ nake?
l

‘of .- tr.e.tr aoeialr and cultunl systemE, ‘T will coname:'

”littla

traditxon

nnuenca- on. . this




3 ,‘. K:xcal. social and econonc inﬂuenqes which ahapad the
s v

‘' ne
“th

'mmuy Jewish anv-h-on.enc. As Saul Hayes noted: -.

A persistent topic thropghout the’ testimonies is the
“0ld Country." It is a'point of reference, &riéntgtion and
coptrast; it is a descriptive metaphor for .the “old" St.

John's < communi ty; anefsé is the embodiment of a nostalgic

myth of ‘the pnt. .The 'oxa counuy.- then, 'is hot simply, a

qeoqraphical reference but  a -ynbo_l -oi the ."original"

'cumnum;y s _identity and ethos. ' In order éo’deci’

significance oi -the uslcciutiun pith, the “'ozd Country," it
| :
is ea-ennal to. have. a ballc.undantanding of Eaata‘rn'

Furopean Jewish history.

The following section is.an. hilmricnl cvetvxewuo‘ tH/

\and ‘culture of the lastern ;uzopun Jewish community

_' 1n a auutainzd nruggle bétween assimilatiofn and suxv:\zal.

'rhe polar:ty is rife throughout the history, and aluay-, the -

- struggle to survive is- dominant. Survival is also a njor'

: v .3 . i .
theme pervading - the . autobiography of the ueufuuna-una

con\uﬂ'tw the paraueh lllul&n‘ta the conﬁuenc: ot the

“1ittle” and guu" uadu;on-. Y Ty -

hrdat ‘of * eultural di -olution exi-ted throughout

the Wistory. of\sutczn zuxopun Jewxy.. In 2antern Euroga,'

"dhabiuthl .lnvi.d on thn Jowhh connunxty, lncluding

xesidantial xutxil:tiona. entlosed tl;a ﬂuul in a predoni—' b




va

“as _Hayés says,

“survival and development -Of ' the

" Bverything around! him

newspapexs and the theater -- was Jewish.
;+He did not need to learn 'Yiddishkeit,' what
it meant to be a . Jew, or how to.be a 'Jew::

w'ho ﬂid nat could not have escaped a Jewxsh

langﬁage, folk” *
.ways, religion,’ calendar holidays,, »meals, %

Btreet" educa—
£

-The non-Jemsh cul;uxe with whxch they. were " familiar

vas; o’iten Jees aoph ,ucated thz;- that’ of Lhelz Lown; Aargely’

beoauae ofl t'ha tradxtlun@l Jewxah emphasas on educauon and

of thé country

tity

- e

. ance’ “with"_the
= ptincipleb 17

Survivaliin North America, - km—efo:e,

ThekquestQDn bt aurvxval puusmﬂ in

NOKCI;I . JAmerita.

a houg]’\ ‘tot *very: diffetent feasons. In ortn” ‘aterica; tné _' ’

Jevs uere a sn}all mnoxity gxoup "xndwmuauy mcegzatcd,

\mm the socml eqonamic und pohncux life’

hile as a group they strive.
5 ‘. to retain 'their religicus cultural iden-
(S a democxacy #hich' permits them to K
-wérsmp and.’to’ live their lives ‘in accord-
traditions and réligious

the nintenance Of Jeu)ﬁh xdenti(:y (cultunl and religious) B

as a group while in conpeuuon with an»axtx_actx.ve'

ind

sophisticated majorify culture. :The “ajfférence *is ' that

* “Nox!




by “choi

o commum:y depends _ Jewigh consciousmess

. _merel y ) mnh and environment. Bach “Local - cain

"Eac'tc‘;(é-‘ln «the 1chg and_. con;plex Eaatern Eumpean Jéwish

e for the

Lucy Dawiaomc Zs 1n hez cnmpuatmn nt

ebtan

Thqught in Eastern Euxoge,
'.HD!R» o

o 'hov'.: the’ ‘diversity of Jews and their’
uré;.  the® centripetal -and centntugal
" . .forces that moved ‘them,- and the vanety they.

; brought to Jewish thoight" and. life. East
N .. European. Jewry was" not, as.the sentimental-
% o |, ists_ see- it, forever i:ozen ‘n' utter - piety
5 and- utter povexty.l 2 R

centrifugal forces cont:\nued co- -shape

i S the 11 es ot’ r.he ttunsplanted i:asterﬂx European Ju 3 in the

\ : o e Theoldcount:x s ’ ‘-'. '(~'4( #

three, primary group:

‘ [P customs  and li;uxgy. The Séphardic Jews are of Spanish and

th' Sep‘haxdux, the oneneal aaus, and-

w
sthe ,As‘hkeﬁazin.' Each -is &tingu:shed by ite 1anguage;

B




". elements’ of om n—encﬁ and om It;d.ian

was subject \:o an entirel

chndrgn, descerid.

Portuguese descent,. and incluge those who settled im Nort,

Near and F East -are categor1zed as’ onen:a}

ments ln the ex,eventh and twelfth centuxxea, and spauned the
Ylddlsh language. - As the" Ashkenazm mgzaced eastwargd
and inuazd, the language abccmpamed them, adapting 1in-—

guistically to  new cultural Senioie.” Censequenuy, dedxsh

was a llnguxstac hybrid Ercm

t? xnceptmn

. Components bemg Hebrew, Mlddle~ ngh “German; * and ’chance

2 abscrbed and iused elemehts of Czech' ‘White 'Russian. Poligh,

Ukra:man and some Rusuan.zl

.Afr‘ie'a and elsewhere- Those Jéws "whose t..xgms 1ie in- the,

The Ashkehazim ‘are.again divided' 1ﬁtc)e$~ixgnlfic¢"n't *

,éommunines Eastern ‘and’ Westann Eur,ope- Each comminity,

diffepent se: oi -external polit
u:al, socxal and econonuc £aqtoxs whxch shaped» the 1i£e—

styles nnd culture! of the"two populablons. and deternuned

dlstlnct futures for, successive genenuuns.. It was the

»Eastern Euxopnan Ashkenaz)m who comprised Ehe maj‘ority of

,au\aewxsh 1mmgrants 8 Noith Agerica - in-the . late ‘nine-".

‘teenth ' and ea!ly' twenueth centuri.es, and '£mm -whom ‘the

n:iginnl settlers sof the st. John ‘s colnmnuity, and their.

22 - A T ¥




vamall market townn~ or sht

sél f-employmen: 23

the ‘cor plex plot. Many ethnic gxoups ana nations lived

Ruasian Emplre £allow1ng various. wars -and nupaequencm

partitlon)ng of conquexed -lands ! nmon'

these Nezs ‘the Grgat,

= g R . . 4
ived as.a community’ within

“the larget cor ’munx:y of Russian loczety. They, were. self-,

‘.ccncaxned~ soclally by choﬁce, as. well. as by, manana.‘jn

. £rom “the' Midale Ages untu

thelszcond -Wotld "‘“'-, The endnrance of the shtetl -as the

‘chaiaceezune Jewxsh domigile’ . was 2l consequence of

1eng :em xes:dential xestncuona on | state’- and ﬂunicipbl

1evels,. and gene.tal occupatmnaf ami pxofassxonal unita-

tlons. " Though there were .exceptmns

i period:c polxcy

changee giving graater fxeedom to. the Jews: -- the ma)oxity

'were fon:ed to live 1n theue nhtetla -nd managb a nving by

often, but nAt llsayl. Jelll were the sole mhah:tants of

“these shtetl In 1597,\uhen the' majority of ‘Rusbia's

Jewish pcpulation ,was confined by law to unmn centers (ﬁee

Ay Luws. b.:32), the ahtetlu of White.

ussia and Litkuanu‘




.. 18

had thé highest Jewish concentration: . 'In Poland, 'Volh}'nif&)

and Pcéoua,',Jeuu*»’comp'z‘ised nearly half .'of - the' shtetl

_“and technipn

population while in' the,newly settled. ' southeastern region

(the -eastern Ukza/x\g)/{f:ne xestricted Pale . of Jewlsh

aettlemen:, (uee Pale of- Se;tlement 8), only a iraetxun

“of " Jews we:e shtetl zemelents- This a(ea, ‘with its Jewm

'showed tha hig‘heat percentage of: villegers

were zmgloyed ds.

small tradeza, peddlezs 'dzuemen, axt anhs. and’ “"pexsans

w)thout'permanent o:l’ de.f.l.nxte occupat'on-“_zs"

T'he govem- 3

s “retaxl conmexce. . This'
o5 expo:texa.za Compen-

tion between bussnesamen'wasttiezce becauae they l‘ackad

capitél and equipment, af:en had ne' place ai buuneu, and~i

matenal and . c)eap credit. unuany woxked fur m)ddlemen,
aupplying matetlal!, Dx they acted u capmisnon agents. ot

subsidiary suppliers : t_'ox" wanufacturets ‘and wholesalex\s.

Independent Workefs werd: uaunuy involied- in xepau wox){v

rather:. than unufacturing._ They frequ(tly lacked qul],s

_knowledge, and vere come;quently buxdgn&d wu:h

pom‘ work)ng qpndxtxons ‘and low wage- -Trade uaa ‘the only s

;scape _which Buppoxtéd the! ‘larger sectxbn of,. the comnun-

ityy




g T The shr,eu demrcned a -phy: cal donaxn with an -aytont

‘mous’ Batem oﬁ"eelf—gcvemment (kahal. eo be discussea

ol . belcw). but it

o 50 sne:;cmnc eultural “aina ‘community ‘1ifé which was' expressed

also embraeea a EuIlyvdeveloped and” sele-’

xmmahken, ‘or ".:reuishness. There ‘was a

_Salectical tenslon betueen the soclal and zeugious poxar—'

N ‘Lufe is seen ‘as ccmpléx of contrasts’ which,
0 are accepted',ag -complementary. rather than
Oﬂfllctin - Sabbath’ and the week, " 'Jew
‘and -Gentile, " the world of 'Torah and the
. power o( nonay<29

Zhorowski ';n 3 Hex’zog —'poin‘r out that  the p: m‘é:y" ‘op‘po‘sition'

“'was hci 80 much. ,bethen aeculax ‘and ponsacular as between

Jebﬂs‘h und non Jewiah- T

h, " appued to Jewp' ag weli as :o' )

The concept, “noni-Jewis

Gentiles. Condemnation of 9ne n beha

p: as "un Jewu

by - -

ne mx‘ ght

“the’ ‘communit was. the mpn. severe n:nbucmn'

" feceive, mext t m e--uon. ‘Te East ~Buropear Jew
< was -e"ntiu)A:ndem on. the ewisn c‘nmul‘uty fon suwiaz.. .

aid. thereforg bblxgat d .to the communify. ' Convezsely the

N uutvival of the ‘community was contlngant upén the aohdanty

cei. i . of'its nembes.' A

systen’ of cial control,

then, ‘w;

v impo:tant to ~naintaxn unity. . he- same P "centrif qal-

centnpetal" t’n:cgu acted Hithhi tha st. John 8. commumcy,‘

xaﬂecnng the penxstencp of .‘,tha traqif_ional, snteer "7




"‘v‘aiues‘. 'Theie. although the comiunity‘ was ‘tolerant’[ t“haae

. mdi\nduala' who atrnyed too iar f:om t)\e gzoup were cntx— <

bexng u —-Jew:sh. . The - atute or quahty of

vthen, ‘appears corzelat ve w;th one s adherence i

to the 5ystem. . Each* dndxvxaual was Bub;ect to’ cpnstam.'

i oucuneé belous °

@ S the rabbi



. 21
‘iv Occupatién .-, . i B A - i »
5 i 'People‘ - were . idenfified’ by their - trades Yin the

'shtetl.a‘ The three.'social classes -also. fotmed. an oceupa-

‘tiongl hxerarchy. * Lowest: on" the scale uere the gms:eh who

were engaged _mani:!l-

tcvh-

At';oire “them

o;;ah' atqdy. They cmnpx1sed the ‘small- |

.,a1so allcwed one to purchase’status 1: e was

Résenthial "'found “‘ome' significhnt . d{ffererce .

Relpected people ‘used pan: of theu money tn,
mitsvos, .for ‘the 'needy. .

A TN ‘bf m tzvoth perﬁpxmed over a Hietile) thexetm‘e. ghe more




at‘ion" thereby slevating the

Whl le 'beait it

N Bhamlh and

# L A T Y 3 aonte SOy occupnns‘§f
tibn, bad: health, or
for that would . produc




:ommunityx ﬂ:sr_. x: pzevented pegi’le

because to. "beg'

prevent

ith :he Gutside E

& the. o hly Jewish' ‘Value- that - ?

Sjevs. apprecidtedy ‘Hengo, .men of weajth | - -
t. with “clty of £icials than

made’ between a.
"knows how to

»the abuse of\ .




:ean‘nezs .

xn/:ms sexlice capacn.y to"the’ cumumty. #here

Y k‘hus’._' 5

gnce's‘ti-a_l

comnunx:y., the ° xumu' Het

3.9 4
‘edges A3

'stnngen or in discm{ling a- t:hh'd pa:ty. .

According to Roa'nth‘

famuxes traced them
tevared nbbu. gren\uy ‘learned men;,
ery’ -rich: petaons who * wer

e had a’ T gponumuey o uve up to' :hae ltntuu-

lveé baek “to

and
community- 4

con-cioul ana gava ‘tzdokoh, ju- ice,~ meumng o

concém’ed “the -

A' family




‘,1ive up to the gthndards expected of.

" namé is‘better thar money":“_ e B

TR mi"%

'Enmpe 8- Jewa Has‘ _'in. Poland.' Russx

; ,1'79

/. less of their native

. T 25

. “name was not forqgt_ten. but the, 1ndivi‘<iua1‘ who failed to

’ have squande:ed hxs inhezitance." 1t was said that "a gaod,

5"

dutiful Jew waa‘ong reneibered. after:
eath, ‘ and  whern “one .talked . about _his
_son, ‘one . always ‘mentioned that. the (a:hex
‘gavé much charity' or - that' the, father .was ' .
“a great learner.' -

Poland e

A
,,under “Czarina’

pzsaz to 177;,‘ the . higheét q!ncenua: on‘qf

atherine 11, suddenly inherited N reda ot thnusandg ‘of.

Polxsh, Jews as‘'a r 1: of thzee ‘auccesnive parti‘tlomngs o£

gou}xd‘»‘ in 1772. .the m_]or ‘part  of- wmte “Rusbia feu to

Runaih, followed by. the temaining axea plus »the Ukrmne in

and’ Llchuania anﬂ okt *

X'ears_,. _q‘laxge_ m‘ipqﬂty 5f Polish Jeuu J.ived under \:hebcaaru

ih Runsia"n‘: annexed s’&u:hern :etri

ware. geographica}y and politieally Ruésian Jews.’ ngaxd-

white Russ ian, Pnliaﬁ:

Cu Ukra qian.”»

cmunity, 'in this’ dXscunxon

'ane:n .

Retérence to " the.

.2 m would be judged to'e

.Peland in, 1795. | For 145

thqulands of" Eastern Eutopean Jews “wio #1ed: £rom. hat . xegwn X

than;’ also .




1.,

_coul’te-y of Man.in Gilbart.

i 'Ru an . H ‘tnr»x Atlas

N (Landnnx Hciden’ald and ‘N]colicn, ].972), p. 43.
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L . : ‘H28‘ ;

Polish ngdum, tak; ng into e the spmal and cultural
- variations between ‘these nations. :

J - A decenuauzed, feudal® system in’ Poland had preserived

delsh autsnémy ‘fot sentubigs. Historically, Poland lacked -

‘a significant :pnnemlal— or, xndusf_nal class; its cities'

cal indust"xy or shippidg.

.+ were ‘small, ‘ahd’ there was o

i t‘){z«fouheqi-.m cén-t'uxy,, Ksng Cauimit t_he ‘Great encou(aged

ommunal autcnomy. ms mor,ive (was. £t

o0 'capxtallze on’ Jewish.. expernu in, “trade and ‘the” arnsan

. oW yolukh economy‘, K:ng Casimir s efforts were. succeasful both

for Polanﬂ and tHe ‘Gews- for the next two cent\u’:.es.' A

' -Jewish economic c].ass uas fumy est‘.abllshéd and aisured the o w7l

~\ 2w suxvival c£ the. popula:ion thire 95 "By . 'the, ixxteem:h Y H e
* e cenluxy. this pazr. of Eastern zuxope “Had become the cem:ex‘ ¢ _i
" of the world's Jewish popuJ,acibn. o) ’ '_\_-: W Hy E ¥ i
R Y o Mang Jews umiez the Polish Kings £unctioned fox centunes B '
e *

as a separate nac1ona11ty - 'n inolaced, aegregated "gk\etto‘

10figh- thexe were no uxban g‘hettos m_ Eaptern

Europe -r‘lhexe we:! in the Wenc.' Nevertmlesa, Jgu‘é spoke

a2 diitetent Yanguage, prucucea e difterent’ xalingn.

A maintaxned a neparate edm—:aticna]' Bysten.59 oy pa® :
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By the sxxtéenth and EEVenteanth centuries, the Jewish

co!porate communities ‘were o‘zganized into bfficfally recog-

autonombus orqanxzations, or kahals. . These ‘self-

goveming networks ° were endowed winh execunve power by " the

crown

collect apecul taxes from the/ Jewish community..

m'mey also collected taxea éowazda qnmmum. y- services and .

i forned the: c_ mmumcy s’ lnsntut;\unal

frastricture ‘includ-

g eivil ,admmnzatxon * judicial  and 'eddcational % Sl

aﬁatems.‘ Thua, t'he 'kahals functioned ds. the o:'ﬁciax

VLo ,xnter(ace betweerr the Polnh-aewuh collmuhity and the czown

. * govermﬁem:'51 SR . . ,: ¢ e *—

: ﬁuauy numed "Jewish problem:" : The uste

& s b & »
cultivatea‘ wi hxn :ha cemmun ty, . a separatist 'solidarity

'ouard cencxal uatxon.

the' gap be

. Jprob.!.e.uu\(f,ic, pax vicularlywﬂ:h xelpect to'the Jeua. wentexn

Euxnpean .'Ie sh. enan;:ipatxon haﬂ dam stutad thlt lnnguag

che qnjorif.y 1anguag fax Yiddi xﬁ

A.malgnmtion.‘ or




i therefoze, repeated efforts’to aestroy - kahal“aa the

"i\usaiiica io;n," was aﬂcpted as t'he vehlcle t‘&) eliminate

ally h_omogepeous Russun society, modei}ed, of course. on,

the Great Russ'ian majority. ) : ¥ o

Appxqaches to amalgamation of the Jews ‘moved between two.

poles, characterizing . what praxd Coachar calis the

“chizoid" era:  emancipation . (mean)nq‘ "civilization" or

“normalization), which <'would - induce eipo,sure to " Russian -*

G culture thrcugh educauon angd | occupatxon and thereby break A

o

up, the. ghetto-—llke connen:ncion ofy the -~ communi y

", restriction which would forge the commnmq to_ abandon their

~sepua:az tradxuana ana confom tQ “the Russian’ mdjority
52

dn othe: uords, Qtarvation or apoacauy of .Judaism.

‘nJFéwish pmblem. - In 1794 Catheune ‘1T (l762-1796)

issued a uka!a whmc'h ccnfined t'he (law.s Jto a, pale of Settle-

'meh:, an area delimited’ by the BELRAAELSE. of the former

identified the core oi Jauish solldarity \dth the kahalr

_of Jewuh sepazatism were nttempted.53 ‘,

uexande: ‘I (1801-1825) advocated emancu:ntory neasites |
on one hand and sncm’xxaged Jewish families to settle .and’
farm in ‘the new, southeastern territories. On -the " other,

. § 4 e
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Britain, Eurape, Souh Ameérica,| < -
S W .
, Black: Ses

and Palestine

¥

2 The Pale of Settiement Russian
Jews confined tq thisarea , '~
by laws of 1795°and 1835, By"1885

= .7 | -} in1882 500000 Jaws living i rural areds
‘Sf the Palo were forced ta léave their

S - bpmes.and live in fowps or toplets (shietls) |
in the Pale. 250,000Jews.fiving along the

there_were.over 4 milion Jews
liongrin the Pale ",

EA:

'@ Towns withinthe Polo barred . :f.
v 1o Jews withow! specil residerice .
Begmits . p (ORENE | :

: 50
1 _ .| +| into the Pale, 700,000 Jews living east ol.
the Pale.were driven into the Pale by 1891
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hand, in a “Constitution of the Jews," he -deniéd them'‘thie °

{right 'to own land. Furthermore, they wére 'to be expelled

from” all- lelages and &nven back ia the 1arqer towns an

c1c1es. They were barred from xnduetry and@m_erce while

| the- number of 'those obliged to depend on* rur&TZommerce ‘and

artiman trades” mulupned. A populauon e about one = %

to’ Living én -air -= “the.proverbia

term In tmenschen means 'literally

eopl.e of tHe au and is uaed

With, référence  tg “those

'meuv:duu.s vgho subsxsted thhour. visible " means. of mupt A

’pon.“ [Thus, * £he verbal intent t0

amalgamat&. the Jeus..

iy W
Rescnctsons cununuea. “and spe:xal, long-tétm. mi;it‘afp.

_'ccnsenpuon £cz J‘eulsh chxldren was, lnsbigated. _'l'he grea '

paste, ‘.nda vere.. qpened to Jevueh cclamzatxo

iThe frozen,

ha tnn land,

equipuent and .seed, houever,-nhde nny hope, of p na'nent

e settlemen. % mpossxble,

Reliqiuus, litexature waa cemored. and pub).xc'boo)c-burning




"ot tme "Jewis

: effeauvely ‘teruunated “Jewish , self-gqvkrnme

apd. the ransacking of puntérs and -libraries * was . common=

_place. Nicholas pinpo

‘official spurltual authority of the Jewish comunit,y‘by?'

lxquxdat1n§ the katials anogachex in 1544. Ey doing so, he'

'ze,vuhxp., the’ external restii¢tions

Again,

an-inteérnal support s‘ystem.57 : R
.. "Alexander . 1I's’ (1855-1881) approach; t

*.the "Jew)sh

4'prni:iem e, abolished con

was one of ."quasi-emancipation.

sgript)on, opened the Ruasxan lnterxor ‘to Jewiah merchants,

_axn'a B - and the unlversity—educated, Jews were appomted

’to ‘ruf: 1 afiices and Jewish lawyers were admitted to the

Russxan bax.- S

7 'and o csiae _which ‘was comprised primarily of these Jewish

whclesale merchants, .industrialists, fananmérs,., academi-

'xans, aitiaans and dhcharged vetexan- 3 'l.‘heu' voca;ionn

'nur,urany suaceptible to amugamuon. They, aaupted. the

"nian lqnguage (Ger;man had prekua}y been the lang\xage of

ed- :engwus Eeparatlsm— as the mb:«

h problem and ‘struck a flnal blcw at ﬂ’lp’

sh' ccmmunlt.les were” established both 1n the  Pale

brbugbt ‘them closer to Russian 1i£e, and nade them more




sec_ulqrr.v‘in‘sf..r'uétibn in L the " Jewxs'h goverment schools),
dress, behiviori ‘their children went to Rubsian scheols ana *
b‘:érev‘ raised  in’ the. Russian manner.sa In »short. they
becane the “new aristocrats,” .modelg Gf 'Russian-Jewish lite

Cas it could be. “and- they actively: encouraged cLhers to

Russify," anq thus« .e,scaae from their inketnmenf’.

for: . the. small, }azix}ueg_ec_f_

This uasi-emanclpation

.., group generated a ‘new allegiance o 'Mother Rusija,”. and a:

new’ sens)th’lty to t.he opxmon of: thg non—aew{s*n comumty., >

isulaticn, ‘ussisn‘ Jews had’ beén concexned

' v Gennles because the:e was - no s:lgmh.cant aocxal confét.

- The rev 1% ”hy. ongre‘ss (Central) Poland agalnst Russian .
.

rule pxecip:tated a- reaurgence cf _reactionary poncy after

1863: All wvestiges of Jewish_separatism were targeted for

- elminauon by Rusa}x\authontles- g i s

Irl lﬂﬂl. f,ollowing the’ _asﬁauination’ of 'Alexander. II by °

riors of a 'téecret Jewish -con—

Russtan revolutiong,nes ’

.'spiracy” provckad a jseries of pogxoms, or raids, throughout !

AL
southern Russia and the Ukralne“ includmg Kiev, Balta and

¢ Warsaw. 80

. ' s
e ) . st becane thwcapegontl for anti-czarist sennmenc as %

uuthcnties tried to. divert hosta{ldes away fxon them~

.
selves. By the’end -of 1881, 215 Jewish communities in the

\N‘\‘ * .cities .and small ‘towns of southern num"- had . beén

attacked..
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- The regite \of Alexander 695 o [1581-1894), l)gna],igd tn, SIS
nbandon-ent of szortl to analgmn the .uwc. -An Ian?rm—
tive poligy of oppression and ioh was. perp 7 B 5

‘Only the- od¢’ group managed: to ‘sascape” lhxough—-Ruuihca-

_tion, " which -?ant ldthdraual from L)ne Jauuh
A

- thos e mumbers Were very ssall B2 o L

Octéber 1551 HAB tho d)VidLng Line ig Ruuia

tese : "tempornr_y Ful {:e‘xe -dsdued

‘subseqiently as ~the "'Hly Laws. L ﬂua .“unporaf

* endured nntil the Rutlxan Revolutlon ln Harch 1917'-

/'rhe May lavs imposed hhe falxa\dng x dct)ens: 1o -Jeus

were. to settle anew in aﬂy rux’a.l uea-,

Pates’ 23 be closed . otf

exxts {rpn :m.. ciuu v:re

.to send thdx chndr.n ‘abroad fox -dnclﬂronx Jewn Wy re

deprived of pro ional status” and cti all Jeus were
to be evicted ixnn Moscow \_’A_'he J"x-h pqpuxac. ‘nn .

al¥ s e i
longex represent’ed in the puhli/c ‘ctor. Privnu pnu n: o

thropic and culcuul gw.-oup- had o speuk on' behal e Tewi sh. o "

interests b-fo:e .ehozmu and. pubuc opinien. . This, .

Jewish 11& uithip NS ale becm T

Western: J urbari” ghettos -of the -seventeenth jand - . -
eight‘eent! centuries.’ i




- LA .37 :

Y W W, The last czar, Nigholas I,

.
assumed the throne in 1894, s

& 3 % 4
v b © and remained in power until the 1917 Revolution.  Counter-

_reflutionary terrorigm by the regime .was.targeted -at the

_ ‘emergent, “exploitative Jewish middle class." In 193 and .

2905, -planned and bloody pogroms were waged against Jewish

e .“ comﬁunmes-’h’_. White Russia and -the Ukraine. -They hit

e R specxfxcally at ‘mhinév (Bessarabia), Moghilev,

Kiev,.

- Oéessa, Bialystok anﬂ Minsk,  to name ‘\t&‘majo} targets.

ine” nob” attacks -of 1903 and tne ¢ goliucal A

extetmxnut)ons of - 1905, generahzed pogroms escalated’ in, '\

"y Lo emsneg and violence:" ‘e events of 1903, - howsver, had , - v

s

slerted the wcrld fo th €uation facing Russia'é Jewish *

population, - and aroused international protest and support

i+ for the Jewish community 6 o
. The barrier' of:the Pale remained statzonaxy "until Horld

de-r I.

When wap broke out in 1914, Jewlah—occupxed— terri-

tory on I:he Eutetn Pront was txansicrlned 1nt0 hattlefield,

and desemyed by the txaihckxng armies.. Jews residing in

... RussianZoccupied ‘Austrian Galicia £led to Vienna and western

Aunna. The Jews under Gezman occupation “in thhuania.' e

- northweat Poland and the kaalne were xeduced to- ihe lowest . W

‘means of ‘Subsistence. Thosé Jews  remaining. under ' Russian

conuol auffered the worst hltdahips hovever. ' B J

, bunng ‘the Russiar -retreat’ of 1913-1915, the qews

:emnmg in. the German—-occupied:: Pale” became source of







 final approach-tu e1

: resort attempt at annih;

government—aathorlzed pogroms  thrpughout aouthern Rissia's

concentrated Jewish community; “thus; Russiafd thlrd and

inate t‘ne “"Jewish proﬁlem' ‘was’ a last

Vival. Alexandez Herzen deecribed Jt as '1nner emandipation

:t‘he tace of exteznal s)avezy.? 'n_;‘is persxstent

.
the society at large, pzeserung its 1ntegr1ty to assure “its

suzviv‘aL is alsc refiected in the St-_Joh_h‘s community's

autob)ography as will Pe discussed later. .

By the énd of the nineteenth century\. _events -in+Eastern

Europe had forced Jews there to shiéf their sights westward’

towards a. new hom land. There wei’e two major focal .po

in the line of visionl Palestine and the New Wozldo
During the latter half of . the n&neteénth.. centuxy,-

Zionist- groups promoced a"return to the Jewish T

on a soci political and romantic nanonal
vision. Thus, Palestine was' transformdM from a religious.
concept to a :éality: an ‘actual place where the emtgiant\s_

PR LT e .

N




8 il{ig_rition. unt,pnnnonc, whue uny other nauonnhu

. lmﬂgnt!en tor the Eultnrn Buxcpqan

ofither immigrant grous

., X ., . '. . R e - - 40
. o« g
might seek ze!uge, one -amopg ‘a myimber, x«mudmg Heate!n

Eutope and its colontes, and North.and South Aunca.”

“gews )md uet:lad .in t)le Ne)l Wotld as early as t.he

h canmry. Jews,. .nud from’ Spaim and

“Portugal; cenp:iletL the. n;un:y of these, early settlexl.

Betue-n \}Bas and 1870,. -there was an \nflux ef German Jeu-
70

vwho umig!n:ed to North An rica.

fnr half a. century,~and weuld shift the aenter of the

wnrld E Jewisn’ population fton ensz t

e wpat: Batueen 1892

3 JGHI lcft (he eounu

apd o{ten bycantue connuni:ies. A SN

primarily .

Jewlﬂh illigrlkiun to the” New . Horld diiiered from thnt

foz tno xenwnl- Pxxlt. Jell

caie’ :n'poz,a_'zuy to . ands emgh non.y and return ‘‘hom

B’acondly, migration - {xan _Buroge had” so radically -

-hlited tha e-nter of J!Ilil‘h life thlt ef{orta to return

unuvely few Ean:arn ol

4

¢ wmn "congiderable ° d,{fﬂcul(y. : ,-mu.',

imma, a t:nn-plnnnum. ’ A i

uq{'.ld on behalf of th- ) J-whh

/J_Dlllillio ers. £rom’ th- xon HQIII. canittua in Lvndun, a




L
.

.group - instrumental ‘dn the organization and sinanc‘mg of

" Russia

.'stations elseuhere to classxfy appmcatmna fox emg‘:atxon

: IBBJ) to these Commsaione

'ti{nal relie( agencies. Reltxintien

according- to occupation. -In this manner, rtbey.,detetmgeql

the' destination of refugees. " Sinon ‘Belkin, quoted.

following passaga frum “the "Meuorandum os Advsce" (Maﬂ'ch 31,

.Agr:lcultura ste nnd able—bodled kabat
were 'to be sent to the United Staces. Canéda -
or elsewhere if the falil ies ‘werg not’too

large. _ Handicraftghen, peddlers SMd bakers -
should be .dispersed: in small communities- in'.
Europe, especially ‘iii Gérman-speaking local-
' ities suitable§for 'their 'absorption. ' Each
B immigrant ‘be given’$25.00. on reaching desti-
nation. Persons of. béggar class uhould be
‘helped ° for .urgent wants ang. advxuer.l “to- .
repatriate themselves.

'L'here was a 1u11 dn the migxauonn by 1884, dnd’ chén khe‘ :

numberu began to xiae a(ga:ln in .1.857. ’I.'he Mannon Heuse

'Comnuttee found At imposuible tu ccntxnue subsldizatxon of

finally* had to e

inpoud on thou uho were to - be granted papsage. and the'

E tanionn were e ing lIkad. or’ b:ibed, to return to thelx

hemea. N Thh only exacerbated the problem 1n these -boxder

ehemant pxotost . 'ﬂiun, Bhoulandn Of

tcwnn by provoklng

efugea were st:and-d at the bnrdax tations, Naiting. -

—Jewish equanon,_ wert. ‘to ' dal”ic!a‘ and bordez_

-

-refugee ‘passage withnut addxtxonul ﬁuppon from xmarna-_‘

_'situa‘ {on becane 80, difficult that xefugeel at the bordez




a2
¥ owm R * “Tne call for imigration restrictions aros& not only out
of . financiaj necessity but in response tb protest from
‘nations destined to receive the u(ugeaa, paxnculnxly the
United Statgs. The majority of the refugees had theu: hopes

set on~immigration to America which created a major problem

- . for efficting a batanced; spef¥ion.. At the same time, the

.0 ° United- Sta

did nqt .oiﬁcxauy encuurgge immigration. A
u 5. soltcy ob nmxn,tng a1l ‘aissatinfied® immigrants to
R !urope was ad&'d

a deterrent to the inﬂux.

e, * Between. 1882 and 1339, 7,580 nuuun Jewish . . T
- " - imi?nnt-. ere’ sent - ‘back-. home:' In
: - -reality it meant making.them a.charge on ‘the

i . . - .Jewish ‘communitiés in Westerh Europe. The < - >

- immigrants-were put aboard cattle. shi .

were required .to' .pay ‘for thei

and chudun had theif :ntuxn fare pud and
were .pand the ordeal. )75

g T e E 3 . ‘, -
v i News of t)-e ln' exodul fxo- Zﬁltexn znropg also

‘penicked the Jew

M:rica.‘ “While thly sympat 4 _' pughc,




nn:am bsor sea its) aha:e oi refugeea, “thousande ot
Wwhom tad- to pass’ thzough\England ur& thei: way “to ‘America.
In ‘the 1890's and: the eariy years of the twentieth-cestury,
steamera lef,t Europe weekl)'l four from Hambuxg. three £rom

Rot.terdam nnd Btemen. and ane frcm beali. *All of ‘them made

stopu at. Londcn- During the mixey-ghu of emigra-

-elected

Unlted States. In the enrly JBBO' . few xatugees ere sent

to Cunada becauu n:: Jewnh ﬂettlenents, where they existed.
at . au, were small,'scattered apa 1solated’ \Accbrdxng “to

sachar, many oi the refugeea who ax‘tived in »Canada and

i aetthd theu in chp two decmu fonowsng tha my Laws 'did

so by acbident when a: tish ahxga, ofterxng cheap passag&,
: ,.78 :

Conuequently,-seccnd only .to. the ¢ Unh.ed staten'~
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~it.a sha:’_e. In 1890, they asked that only “proper" immi-

e,

L g grants be sent to Canada;, how‘ever, inone ‘of those who
actuaily arrived in, Canada' were  sant. Bk s:auda{d of
aceaptabllxty vere Yased upon ‘those sgt by Umited States

Cong:ess began to levy 'head, taxes'

hmnigxants ana’ fo- forbid contract lahor.‘ In 18917 a statute % b

uae.pas.sea oxaenng the xeturn to z:uxope o 1hmgx‘anta 4

uffen g trom contagwua' diseadea. "In 1907, &

rnxaed h head tax-‘and icrbude ent.ry to; Ambe iles; idfots,

" pclygamlats. anatchxats. 7 pmaticute_s,, _persons




Which reduced the apnual quot¥ to two pergent and [changed

tHe: bake year “to 1890; a period of minar m.xgxaubn for
Slave, Italians and Russian Jews. : After 1927, the k.total
teduced to 150,000. ““Phus,

annual quoth’ from all’ sources was

the door was‘slamhed permanently on all but nominal immigra-
tion from these regions.®2 - L@
- ae _Other " nations followed with their own, r¥strictive*

palxcles. Lo 1955, the le )Ah Pnrlxament_ pass ;the first

‘ restxictxve xmmgxau n ‘Act prohibiting unde‘sxxable’s"‘ir'om
.entetlng che country: The ‘act inhibited ' further Jewish

Fa o immgraticn mt:o Bngland. , After 1905, " Jewish .Ammigratio
‘83 - i ;

5 i ' levelléd off and decuned.

yuda also adogted increuingly restnctive immgratmn

/r:y. althuugh ic conth_:ued to be 1en rigid than- the

. United § ateu. "‘As Rosenbery explains, prior to, the -Firdt

'World Har, 1aq1nlntion permitted dmiigration of all persons
- exéept those thhin certain prohibited classes. - Following

the, war, hcwevex the , enp'hanii was raveriad and leglalatxon
\d

grohiblted hﬂngruuun of all.persons except ‘those H:l

c_ertam Eernitted clan_el. P:o!}:bxrt:on could be 1nvok_=d on,

‘mental and physical,}motal, educngion‘a_l. economic, 'and

ponncax graundl. ¥ * 3 ; R

¥ w % 3 T'he Ukuinian war. tollawing the Ruéalah Rev‘olution,

o B ranausd Jeuin‘ Lmigratlan to Canada: . In 1923, _Canada

onded with an’ Ordcx-in-(:ouncxg 'l‘he threat of . a naw bl

Fomins




46,

1nunda‘tlon .in:. Canada. xnaugurated a \closed-dmr policy

agalnst innigrants iram Eaetqrn Eurcpe except "bnn‘aiidé'_'

aq:;culturaluts. England, Austxana, Axgem.'na, and: Brazil '

n'd}.ar pollcies. JIn 'th:'ia manne B Eaa:em_-

ull embtaced

Smmx‘xat:toq POlle .E‘"d increasin! »d:(f;culty Jh gal mg

entry .inta Canada: Others, asssaéxaéiea #‘it}r':heix initial’

“points. of .:mxval, would” déeide to go enauhe;e. 1t ‘was

aomethlng of a catch—as-catch-can nituutmn if a. numbet o(
these -refugeas‘:eached their ‘ultinate destinuuens, many

others found work ‘;n mma ent environs’ and subsequently" 2

ettied there.86 This 16’ how the story, of ihe Neufcunﬂ- .

1ahd Jemsh commuhity beqins’. ‘

1I1.: Newfoundland

The “island* of ' Newfoundland, together. wnh mainland’

the pmvjnce of Newfoundland, Canada's

Labrador’} r:onpxi .
tenth and newasr. pxavince. From west to east,. t?xe ‘islana

u:etches'rcughly six hundzed nnes. Along

ehousand'mue cou:nne, 'hundreds gf _tiny . outport .com
.ties dot. the island'n paxinetet, sustaining themselvés -on

the sea's rnsoutcel.




.

. The .island - of -‘Newfoundland. - Map - courtesy ‘of

| Frederick W.- Rowe,” A ‘History 'of Newfoundland and

Labradot: (Toronts: McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 1980).
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's:. John's, the provincial capital, is Newfqundland's
first and lafgest city, and one of m;nh Amerioa's oldest.
It is situated on 'the island's Avalon Peninaula. very nearly

Loat che North Amenca;: continent' s easternmost land's  end.
, Today, it boasts a papulanon of a‘bout 150,000 and is grow-
ing rapidly. L

S . : / : 5
© ... Until t‘hy;eéxly elghteenth ceritury, however, the. char-

acter of ‘St. John ‘s “was. that of a small ﬂnhing village.
o Gzaduany, i€ evolved into a4 town in, umch the island's’ "~
¢ . population wak .concentr'atett "1ts grcwth occurred along the =

waterfront;-on what' was ‘then .called thé Lower Path, reservad

for ships' rooms and fish 'curing. In 1817, a' devastating'
" fire! "destroyed the last vestiges of ‘' fish flakes, old’

w87

waterside’ ‘sheds and warehouses along the Path. By jhe . ..

mid-nineteenth’ centuxy the Lowex Path had bécame commer-

_cialized, and its name ‘ehanged .o Water Street. Newfound-:,

land writer-historian Panl ‘0'Neill describes Water Street as
pxobnbly the oldest commercial thoroughfire -
“uBed exclusively by tHe white man in North .
) America. - From the beginning ' of- thé ‘six-
. " teenth century Water Street has' been a place .- 4 5
" " of bpuying and’ selling, tnde and bartex,

commerce and gossip. , g

Since the mid-nineteenth century, Water Street Has béen. "the

*8%  Below, omé man's -

ch(xd‘nood memories palnt an’ image of Water Streetiin the

' economic he'art of Nevfoundlnnd.

©oo1sagres. ./‘ . .




Water Street:in those days was, n'ncxa aiffér-~ s
ent from what it is today because, it was.
the real waterfront

running;  from Watet-Street wogld open on .to
a dock. _Or a-wharf; Wheré: theré was always_ ¢
a schooner tied up or ‘a fishing boat tied up

or a big .ship would: come in.' And, it was .
alwayg very exciting to, De able to go down -

and

you'd see pegple - from .all over _the:-world.
You know, .on. a' Saturday morming; we, ‘would
go down to Steers Cove, and, buy a f)sh. And”
. for a- nickel

fish

gills and, get .on.yohr bike and” ride-

with

street, you )
.guess ‘was:

‘Until., 1949, when" Neyf land - was

inmediateély ' you're:..parf of this and

so_'yould,

a“fish draggirg its tail ion the,-g
gah. . Water ‘Street

Canada‘s ' tenth pmvmce, “the island.. belongéd. 't Great-

Britain.

At that time i

- ies, Ehglish,

Dl icovexed

o betwéen the sixte and ei

in 1497, Newfoﬁndland' was éxnai

Newfoundland s tola was to

as well as French, Spannn and Poztug'

all the’ streets; °




-rheu ‘were three types of‘ -xgnuon to. Hewfounalundr

seasonal

- <. " of pérmanent B

_Century was planngd by Eritilh -ercham.l and ot‘h:u,to

_~t.lm? :nd pex-anent‘ 'l'he hrst ea:ablhh-ent

tettlenanu in :hc early” leventeenth

# % .. .. colonize the island and tap Yocal xe-ouxces\:;radﬁuy,

Ensl'xsh nettl.nent expandea.®2. " . . v

-In the asghteenth cenw:y, the imperial government

55 adaptgd & poucy to; auccuu e colbnization in oxdn— to

'Untll 1832, thu lmall, yeaz-round

.'papulauen “had no.. lcgal status; no ‘title to L-nd. and’ no'

3 upite poucy, hcuaver, the populntion
:
9

un,.cap‘snr in ozﬂe’g to continue 0ld Hoxi_d' ,occup-‘;ion-

u:u ! igoo

es e " - N
‘The ltvtiying factor _ about

- southeast- Inur;d_ i’ncrea

to " land - w:

pres rve*the zngu.h hip ﬂuhezy as a “nursery for wesuent’
lose ne- with the hplelanﬂ were pxon-xv-d,‘“hwevex, ami»"
céntury . nigrant toﬂ:en home -to znglund 8

o N 5 ) ’
from* ' * England ~ and

':hn Y L elae tn Nort‘h-
tam




= = . i "y
‘Mannion. notes .that’’ Newfoundland's

umque,' no:;he'gau‘se the population

e largely zeutxlcted» to a "necklace of 'c'ua.:uucon;qunxues \

| "
bt al'so. bgcause o( its hxetoric isolatmn.

from ' the mdimland; . the .landscape and the .
techrivlogy . that- helped- icreate it have pre= ¢
served. until recentl uch of an Old Werld

" haractez 196

;ueze’ “the Aeeds,

L inpa::am
_dunbmhaﬁxons, yne. £ind -a fasclni‘(’.lng aha
contradxctoxy tale of bigotry and
f.i ¥

iun H in

'thent‘le_tl-i century. Acaordsng to- hutonan §.J.R. Noel:

'(Theu was now , scatcely’ an “area” of" aucul,
1ife into which organized- ‘religidus sectari:
anism: did not in some’ way intrude, ‘sust#ined
and reinforced by a system of educatmn th

wag’ tatauy church-gontroll %,

stata -choola d‘he
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] -
maintained their own ‘schools with the aid of per capita

governnent grants. 10

Frod he beginning, ,Newfoundland trade was controlled by

uropean merchants rathat than by individual fishermen.

Contract crews were hirad to fish on' merchant-owned ships.

=

Graduully, thete was a- tzannitxon ‘fron a mqgcantxle-shxp
f‘xshexy toa “supply trude. although the mercantile jinflu-

encea nigtar_ionm until the eafly nineteenth century. 1

The ‘early nineteenth century _ua'w a' rapid - growth - in-
,Na\éfoundland s population. The  influx ‘was coinpvziud of
poorer people uho came neeking escape . from severe ECOHOIII{
conditionn in Europe: Durind the Napoleonic wars, Nauicund-

land onopoltzed the world ualt ‘cod markets and the economic

'boom there— athactéd im:grinta- Later in this cnntury.

reliance on Eux‘opean _contract labor declindd._ subsis- |

.‘:ence household: pzoduction developed us a neana of lessening’

. —
“  the nece a ty Eor inported ptovuxon ‘l'he Eanuy ‘replaced

migratory labor: and (2abor 'recruited autside the family

»” “recéived,- in return, a nhaxe of the catch instead of wages.

» g
£ and the merchant

century, idland ‘trade

¥ ‘“spring -4nd fall" tride was the system

ing- t’he businu’s eycla between «the\né:chnnu.}.
3 i
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in ‘the coastal districts ynuld puxchase. their
drygood requirements in the -spring. They would advance
supplies to the fishermen on credit for 2 share of the

fishermen's- fall. cnl:‘h; ghe ptice of fish bcing set by the

ymerchant. New supplies were then taken by fhe fishermen

with payment to be -made to be paid for the following
S8 - P

spring. Various products were accepted as payment which had

. to be sold before credit sales could ve nquxaa'ted. These

products Vaxied from canned lbb‘tlﬂl tc ‘knitted nDckl *and:.

jmitts, sealskin boots to fish cuk- and ‘drums..-, Thus, bare.r

replaced cash ab -the medium of /. and‘ the fish

wdh 11y . indet to the ', "In the flagging

fishery of the ninetéenth century," -says .'ycnm Mannion,

-suhagnn s--debts' accumulated and the credit system was

. \
greatly extended."‘m \ LG

Gradually, mercantile Icuvity centralized in st. qphn'

and specialized outport merchant firms declined.  ‘Town" ang,.

':he bay" ‘Were chnllingly polnizod, Water Street- bocna_

the” -y-bol of ufloiutinnx N »

Water Street, the _s front thnxouqhtne
along which the. leadlng merchant houses had
“+ ' their premises, was *an ofject of hut:ud and
fear in the outports, itl name a synon; £ .-
exploitation.-‘ -

Labor and prdduction xavolv'a.d around the family "house-

hdld unit; self-sufficiency was the .objective. | There,was a
. ;g : ’ "

'

a4




4 rise in subsistence agriculture’and a burgeoning of house-
- hold crafts. Cod remained the staple export and fishery . .
labor rose until industrialization reversed the trend.
Smaller boats and crews replaced the larger merchinteowned

vessels.

By the 1880's, the annual averagé of fish production per

£i ‘had without ¢ ion in the prices of

fish or cost of imported supplies. As a result, Newfound-

_undeu were forced: to turn to mcany' exploitab1= re- | v

sources. A combination of economic hctou was respnn\si‘ﬁla
) for.,,the outport's increased introvsx-ion and isoldtich tmm N =
b ) 'the outside world. Among these was the fact that_ tunnpo!-
tation and. communications development was -1ou thrbugheut: i
most of - the nineteenth Century, and ol the ‘st. Jomn's .
merchants. tiqhtened their control over commerce,, “the .ran‘ge :
of external con:actn, _of many outports con:racted 105 X% V‘ o
Socially,’ a arply poxauzea. colonial uociety evolyed - ¢ ;

[ in )lewloundllnd- 'A'he cnure import-export t;ad'

# )aandu of -a small gxoup o! Erithh Protntant

} Sy fcrned the ﬂelinant socialclass . along with

roment ofticull, clergy und othon t)\ay supportcd.‘

M-mbexs “of thc«gcvgrnh\g elite .were, raezuiud ~from " the

narrow n.ntum nf wcuty. componed monly of lan:hnntl und :




* officials.

of e-pioylent- und eccup:tjon

2 .pxnl‘.m‘

totally dependent o

the fishery was
“Eig

Thus, they became known as the

annocncy 208 ey,

nenth-centuty Neufoundllnd' 5
.There %6 nd colony belonging to the- British i
“Empire where influence'and name tend so much

‘-to form caste in society, and- uhere ity is,
more rug-xde& than in St.. John' 21 '

'.wea'lflt_:h. n,. inlub nntial niadls clau
of small, tnders und

Tha lover claln 1nc1ue-d tha lajcrh.y “of “itne

éqpuli\tion,- coh-h ing nlnolt ontixaly <
110~ 3

.ppmxiutaxy half. of whom ‘were' Irish Catholh:. = -
'ﬂae end of “the century saw-an’ incxeannd divgrsliicnuon

pu!ti:lllll’l) n

whou waten -unviu‘t,ionp n.ud tt”t
g : <

C o ﬁah"nu\.

ining. rail- .-




s , i herg‘,.-between Christmas, . ai,cer New Yeax £
...NeW ‘Year's pight I° think. We -came
ext. morning. - 'And, you kfow after Chiristma

x < w'you ‘have the. slush and the, weathery' d
. =— oh .G The houses 1ooked go
: 1ittld shacks to me. I said@..'my Go:

. . - In.Riga,. thé beautiful
e streets. is as  clean
Cleaner.’. )\nﬂ..-any Iitele

have in'the wihtértime:yo
shaes,. ‘at ‘all.) You can'go wigh-little’
he. 'house.

oné hundred

uh' community

existed. .The

nuuéxan-Poxi-aﬂ_aeus m‘mAvhad- g

1&92 and 1914 t -escapﬁ

B !
Thay l:'lme '.o North Amen.ca, /VJ,a

[tirst settiers - _ar_rived, and " orar’




accounts 3

Accorﬂ:nq tq an hxstqncal aource,

indu:atd that 1mﬁig:ratioi:n was ‘vi’ztual’ly oﬁen.

pxiox to Novembsr 1926,

5o o
- toh xeligibun or politxcal gxounda."114 After 1926, the

land .90 r

\annullgd

5 '1g‘ade'|; »\.wa; hiréd.

lynagbg_uen ‘until

Aaso:ted tented ooma nerved ap nak hxtt

'bnl Ecx tamily ;md £riand- wntang. in; kurcpq.' '6£ten. laré

ions- whxch

' that imnigrants.
wlls -

s communi ties. . caie . over,

It was :
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-~ t
in jugt this way. ‘Four ma)pr iamlles essencxauy formed

4 . the communn.ys founda:mn - snall, atrongly Eanern
. European, Jewish ozthodox entlavé of cverlapplng " wanitions
. and " .common oxigins. In mne. nnu:ea wexe linked by

marriage, and their ranks swelled ap, newcomers and chlldren

arrived. .These "clans," thgether with: other :ndwxauan,

Y7, <. ' comprised what is regarded-as ths community ":amxy

'rhe St. John's Jewi comunlty never became an aut.on-

R omous'. athnic~nelg‘hborhond ‘of t‘he' sort wmch developed in

the laxger North 'Amexican c;nes-v Inueaa, ccmmumty" <cam

gruupr xegazdrésa of .their -

: cuzrent ’uhexeaboucs.

"ola ,cuql;un'i‘ty,‘ in’ the Euxopban $nmigxant expexiam:e, 'ana in

: ﬁehfoﬁnauna, “The, paynent of dues’ does mot " buy ; membership. | 7

- 'v:nao this’,  community.' ,zc is eh.hex mnhxight, or. eucum-

-éance that warzantl -the claim uf "belong!ng‘

'l'ne fuut Eante:n Buropean Jews to aettle in Neufuund—

land

_xe met. by a peaple hanly awaxa of n\e!r Iepaxate R ,".

mentity encou;agad byw thsir natuznl insulaxity.' the <.

ab-gnt:e ‘of subatantial ‘o1, vazied lmigratinn, and by the

unique, character ° of “their - econony‘ 'l'hny ‘alsg -nce:ed & <

aepiy seated: betwaan

o '. ercha :and ﬁ herms and catholic 1‘._3

K culture “in wmch spci a]. contuct was:

‘na‘w,nm gt




then, did the tiickle. of Yidai ~\ eaki
Jeds -- themselves products of a rigid class g‘y.gcl and

cultural isolation -- fit snto this  landscape? Prior to

éxploring  thi question, I will discuss -my ‘role in the

course of this s¥ndy. - of 5, T e sy
8y & & . .
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i s . «Chapter Il! - - .
P .
. . Hnuﬂom( v O v
i —_— -
3 % ‘A chiel's amang ypu. fakin' notes § °.- :
4 & faith he'l phnt it. \ ¥

5 4" g * Rublxt Burns b4

i ’l‘e tieléuotker is an explorer! Bpuxxed by cunb-ity, )

-he‘nay chaz: her courde - of 1nquity but 8 freunntly
n.a.xed by citcunltuncl‘ and chlncc. Bvantua).ly. she ::en‘d- _'
her way towdrd home, . laden with the -ouvcniz. gathe:ed n].ong )
her .jburney. If her countpnance appears troubled, n_ 1%
because she has returned t. soon, her jpux:ney _nn‘t’inhhed.

et ane has rundergone a Z¥te of -passage, having

i fully ‘endred a series of teMs and reversals ‘which ha:

- brought. her - full circle but altered her perception. -That.
P % s -

.yhich was -tnngn‘di now hniflian the f!niuar r}ﬁ

. 'rhil nnu‘ Acconpulhn-nt ltgnnu the ”

“ -tlztlinq newn:

conplat;on ci a -tuge as -well as a beginning yfrom which to
i

axt. # 9, L e

- \ \launch th

From _thh_,tnv-u-g pll‘_lp.etﬂll‘: I 1look ‘back -on. my
5 . a

< / | :
journey and retrace my steps. B v
T T T " . .




” . f.; By unvn ‘fn St.-dolin‘s in August 1980. I redall my -

first ‘al): ;lmm Water stxee:, St. John 8 co-arqxal -pino
s 5 lnd one “of ,North Anerx,fm'u oldest thoroughfare-. Buoyed hy /

the novelty, I uandcred and' \'-bjoxbcd voraciously: _ ‘the .

palette.ot,solor-x the gusty ait spiked-with briny tang; the
ltriking anqlel of Guuue facen the :uarkable conndezn-

R “ “tion show? to' agungu and: friend uuk-, a testimony to &'

suu human-uealed luclety. . Storefronts uning the winding
s, street’ proudly displayed the old ‘stock St. John's surnames i

testifying to -pach establishment's.. Irish$ or English

Y ¢ :
*' ‘' (catholicqor Pr t) 1i Hiscock, Squires,

v T . s v
Jones. XLA 80 noticed the somehow incongruous, unmistakably

Jewish surnames on several storefronts:’ Wilansky n{:d"sonn,

‘Silver's Jeweler, Cohen's Furniture Emporium.’ The possibil-

ity of a story behind these storefronts intrigued me. - If

& indeed the (iv names’ indicated the existence uf a Jewi

comhunity, "who were then peopla who had hn-igxated to: -uch E
@ . an unuku outpost as ngwiaundlandT Ty 8 * "

“That fall, I was conitonted with a term pnpex u-igr-

nent ‘that required selecting’a folk group ana diucul-inq\i

folk genru with respect/ to, the functiou -exved and, the

vaiues transmitted. I, Seieceed ) tern -European -Jewihn ' "

: i-qidruntl as my gtéup uh:h jh- intent to utilize priury

T e rather thnn)cénﬂuy. soijrces for analysis and




. L nnnage some preuminary explouticn. ) ;y« »
e . '
v o As an ‘outsider, I was; faqad uxth tthe 1nmedxate problen

w " . of finding a contact in the comnunity

& ﬁ obviousv in this _/g[ee = q:e _Tabb

RN - It was: mid-Sept ‘when ‘I, tel hin to 4

T. resnxced ‘to the

"o s myuelt and arrange a’ meetxng. He met’ the® foi-lowing day in

the Beth- m Synagogue’ libraky

- t}us young and. seméwhar_ ‘shy - ¢

Tt Sy Brooklyn bred " rabbi and t.h.a sunpnsxngly neli-conspxoun.

i : cnce-Reforn-now-uncbaervpnt Jew’ ‘and l as yet, ve':y ,peopnyu

folklorigt. ~Unfortunately; the, §ah i uu also’ a relative &

: Y.
nemf’omer to St. John's zmd' hile” offazed sevexal .namés as,

c}'

Y vagqa ana’ nmued. we ta].ked goz a unua. Soa®

o 5T Y rniexancei, nis ¥nowledge.

i \.\j) partad as uncaremniounly ‘as .we met, ou: buuness c(’)m

o
Twa dnya passed and I iollwed ny ﬁut leaﬁ

ninaty-yaar old -Ju-eph Epltein, a Polinh aeﬁ whn emig}a.te

. \ to st. Jo}m 8 1n 1946 Ecllowing hil,waleaua tmm a. Gezmn ,‘ ;

concentration cnmp.»_' I was Eun

'then that aq-eph was

3 \ ... . regarded iay‘ nFny\nenban of the Jeui-h community as . . an-
‘ g .‘ ‘eccentric . ‘and, opinjionated old nan whole critdcal. 'and_ :
: ‘/ . ! trequently ‘cynical,manner ¥as oftensive ‘to gome. Conse-, :
P q\;‘ently, his socializing was confined largely . tc™ a “few . i
iy s _t);e little group of post-World "vin"n Bi‘lrop-an‘ %




ynica gxoeted. me uhen I p‘:nod. an old man 87

atill tmbuy uccantad despite a tmx:y-ﬁve year

] Eoz hxs apparent handicap and expl ined, with '

R R T de!‘iberat oni: ‘the
DE

e ‘ame xg /to. a. visit .

Joaep‘h 8

urpose of hy calil ‘Joaaph.waa'

invited me’ to’ his “home’ the next

v

uusun:ah ‘h?:use’

tidy Lnue

ecerdet ahd notshook ne‘ther af wh‘ch 1ett my kag that-

e uaha:ad e in, lnd bade &e aettle ih the over: T s g

P E meuc !.:suuly suited Uttle gentlgmun pexched himsels on’ the X .

. adge o£ an Adjacent chahr. He,ﬁxed on me a »pene:rnting _f o

. gaze from clour, blue

S
t:amnd by /the proud ami pxo:u‘ x-_ walty, |

nt' angle- of 'hi

cheekbopen and nol

X
ef.ttung the gentleman, Joseph. aaked,' 'Nk_, Fiss: Kahn, ‘what

o -
lkgtgh_!.ly, 1n brok;n Engli

tvlnx with me, -hcw-vp:, untu he rhnd a




neces ity €6 vetify my cun Jewish backg:ound was t.o _arisé

. time - &nd &gain - mys rés " ‘Cleur
andsman i (countrymn) inep; .

conﬂdence of nfhy oi thoua uhom 1 xnterviaue& &)

nsider": dtatus as.a

Dnce this

.er:f;\ed, aoseph began to pe:fom £6r" ‘me.

Xin, npanning the width o hisufuce, 3

‘¢s, of “';.*and.

an expetienced 1eade_

Thia. he allcwed.

: the aldez membeis - in pazncular, these whd had been gwen N

* traditxonal Jewish

duca;xons in" .Eurape —_— ueza mthdzamng

*"from; ctiv

mun1ty lxie aba’ becomng more, insu)ar.'
:henxoxe, 'chere are only a

Fuz-

ew chudzen in che ‘gommunity .t

au the ycunger peuple ave iuthet moved ott ~the xsland'

'Au the old L d people die awax. there aré iewex

konher Eood, that makal a'-

e ® V8 . own uordu' ‘he lnnc ucted nex _“:f:




With that.

y. tipe v(as up. Joaeph 1@& me dangling

L the edge- ° the next fession. U ¥ N X S

‘A’ half year ‘edapsed. pefore | I was’ to see Josep'h ugaxn, g

Vor Ear that mm:tex. anye,h(ng'

8 e

In lﬂte June; s SR

G R people 4n, the' commum'

nnd -hopad 29:. Later‘ I lanxn d thnt ﬁhg rnb

in tha coni ng ubntha. thera daveloped a 91

rcha:n cnung thek‘ line in »thl

a;m;, slalfl. pbnd 119 ..

'l‘he praqident oi si.nrhood, tha wonan s charuabll nnd
iumi -x;

* ng organxzution. gnvc ‘me a noze ;:romlling recep-

',c'ien. ana xnviua me to! hn’ hon




> a By ™ axnv ed, uamguhn\mndd Siter @ txek of nevexal nulbs

‘aczmﬂ Hown, withxa\hefty Sony ‘re-ia2 slung 4n a bag over my

s'h Tt muuude and a‘cha

5 ehoulder._ After Y -§he- and Wer .0

husband announced that we uould'be ;.omxng some " of t'helr ;

trxend m: cotiee. t:vidently, word - wan out on “th 9xape- B

vlnex a student frbm the univexuty“ wanted to, do a 'hi a:oxy

& thq comnunuy

>
En route,’ -they yulnted out the hemas bf me vvaxious

he jh—u, crucial tast - go ng puhnc. ch unn,ke 5

ny: iden untu t‘ha uwift, ﬁnu Jmsgnen:.' Hy cqncegtunliza-

u:ivéd. Togethnr, the aig’ht of them xepxe- nted a
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intermarriage. in which tile wife, a Catholic Newfoundlandef,

'had converted tc Judaxsm and' the husband was ‘a post-war

:.arrivai’ from maxnland canada, AL tou: qouples were among

the - most™’ actule membe:s xn the ccmmunh.y Xn te:ms of theif

invastmant of time- and ef:a:e to help sultain the congrega~

hat ei catalynx» tor incite Exea-asaocxation rather

"I had feelers out to glean

I- was over-

. by - the . e!ght

Aiter only nininal initial dxstxaccion, ﬁhey

the table.

"l thana

.rh- tor 1¢a1

qu(n .

comm

.

u‘thelaln, after T dinentangled the:_
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appreciate the significance of this initial sassion. though, ¢

uritil my résearch was' completed and 1 was able to- consider

“- the whoxe. ~'As reseazchex, it “was’ ny aim to decipher. the ' y

mean: 'g of the compl.ate wcrk. hl:ven the clues, however, were

meaningleus until 1 had undergone my’ first passage, a .fite ~

. of enf.zy, and secondly, explored suffxcuntly t

<have become
empamecic -t0 the community's point of vxew. 1 was aa'ye:‘ a

stranger,- untransfcrmed. It, was all 1°could 4o cJ usten

and ahsa:b- neaning ‘would emerge in nme. -

1 aia eanze very ‘quickly, howevex, «the timeliness. of

th:uz project

. sized that the aggregate effects of deaths, moves, 1:.{“«

marriages- nnd npal‘.hy were ‘gradually erodxng the. communxty. !

o Again, I.) eaxd the grin prognosig: the eommunuy was " not

expectedv to: survive béyond five or, at most, ten years.
This  would ‘explain the ‘_pervasivq ratlsxivn:y.’and the
‘urgency to "get. the history" mow buioxe it "disappears."
The d;xﬁculcy has been .to. £ind someorie to acnepc n{.;~ task
~‘and’ Bee it to complencn. ’ o - %

Consequently, u is-not "inapt fo liken my feeling that

first avunlng to. that. of a job uppl.icant unﬂe

when, before aight ae@.- ot -cruunizingl eyes, T had “to

of my

'asnblinh y cradenuulp I recall t'hat tha .patur

aewin\ bnckgraund and atﬁunuun was.: £ pnticulaz intersst

4‘ * as was ny parant- involvan-nt with audahn angd’ “my fnthu 8

-Joseiph,. and now these four couplea, empha-.

inapec:lon'

—




occupation.. The other poiﬁt, as I mentioned 'earlier, was

! Ly
_why, after a yearzin st. John's, wlthout ever contact)ng the

Community; had: I suddenly decided to do this project?

“'Well,® this was cleaxly going. to. be an awkwaxd ncment.

1 /..ust “dmit. to feeling. uncomfortable  with the: positipn i’

‘which I found' myself: In an attempt m ‘briage ‘the gap» :

,.between . us, I fuéused .on our patch of common turf. 1 tried

to explain who' I was in terms Of: what I was so as to empha-

‘size- our .unk as Jews. yer., in doing 807 1 was disccxung ny
- self-idepkity by magnxfying disproportionately ‘one ‘of " the

least conécious traits of ‘influence. I felt like a nza,n{;ar

"~ ~in my own. skin. R . % e

I resolved my dilemfa by goffering: a candid, honest

response. Rather than ‘assume a mask in a‘<dishonest -- and

cowardly. -- ‘at'te'mpt to ‘conci'al that tell-tale trac Sf the
‘woutsider,” I ex* ned ‘that ‘I had long Tscontinued

active" pnxtic:pat!on s a Jew. Wiile I acknowledged =y
Jewish bxxthright, : did not live as a ‘Jew in conaciounneus,
belief nor practice. .My sntereat. ih " their c_pmmhnity was
clear and simple: 1 felt that ‘a’ story wu there to' be Lto1d

and that 1 wanted to work” With them, to do it. o R

There. It'yag out.‘ T wuld cnly wai: £or a i'enpcnse-

. I was guutly re. eved when. my’ confe-non provoked as straan

“

of auuranc s that] I jas ‘not n).one in my. uny -DE‘ Pﬂ"

ki
! lz
My, o!ieri g had begn accep ld, anﬂ I knew thnt p 3 had P




I, ‘went home wlth new names .a

Promises of future

nauaxe at the tlee. \baxgaln 'had heeh Etruck between

B \4 the commumty and’ myse.lf- I-»had easentially o{iexe

servigés .to then to, compi.le their ‘oral ﬁagqu.f "l‘hxs estab-

the community. Here, was the dichotony of wmc

audiences, ‘the academc vs. the commu ty. 7

t. I becama L ewsworthy after t‘his meating Nhlch l.\eant

that I was an: iten on_the comumyi 11valy grapev)na. ‘M
pqaitxon as’ outuider had been ‘tenuoul untu the grapevine

.
afﬂxned" %y integrity. -+ This was’ utuany a great . boon

because ‘it signaled ‘my presence -and gave me vxnbuny which,
b . 2 uould otherwua have. taken much lbngex :o entabl:\nh. The

\g\xjpevine ptimad pacpla £or my call d swayed Lhe more

zeticent members’ to agree to be : 1nterviauad because I had

. been apﬁxovnd“ by their f:ianﬂn,

: ¢ --n;e(‘téuo‘umg .Friday - evening, | "v-nmud to ‘the
¢

i g " gbgue for: .the weekly 'Sabbnth le:vice. “uukad Anto the

the first test. - Goodbyes that evening were g:aced'yiéh‘

lished, their expectatxnns en and mine. At that poxnt thén. g

pam There  was' \’




L2

; ./slxpped beyond the periphery again. The orthodox relx

.

n.this 1itt1é congregation One may ‘grter as

a st anger but w:ll not leave as such. Curmus heads tuxn

Tto- reqard ahe newcomez. then baqk in consultacmnx "Who is

s‘hq?"" Thete were féw women t'here “that evening, as ‘on mosc'

e

iday evenxngs.- \wh:ch only further’ apotlxghted my‘.
. Y

Eefore long~ Jomeone wandezed over/to welcome me

By “the end of that' evening. I felt as though 1 'had

»
servxce helpnqs to; the men.-%Mt is epnrely in Hebten, whieh |

I never learned; the prayer melodies ﬂiffer “trom those I'

learned in the . Reform servlce, the - rabbi‘s s “ssérmon N

literhl and - fundamentalist :acher i than ‘Vthe‘ "eghiéal‘

davening or pnyinq, cauplad wi!h tha inceiqant con eznaa S»
. t)on and” wandering about thL sanctuary, gene:nted ﬁo x ghm \\

with which 1 could arife. 1/ ﬁdgeted. S B

Hhen the service was bver, x shock a 1o

axplained uveral. more times uho X waa- The rgbbx 1noked me

i _squarely. in the eye analzoxdcme hey rnd not’ xembmber me..’

qﬁochez )ndividuul admopished that T cculd‘ ‘ot ‘puplish, heax- -

sa)c hecuuae pq.ople”wu:hin the eommuni{y ueze vety nensltiﬁ’e
e

to hearsay and gouip- '_

R mlkad thu ].ong way homm yiea.ling Riké an mpo-l;ot i

-nn:hﬁn fox junuﬂcntien f.hat: luch »aﬁ anbivaunt

e




! . “insider" as I could Have -the temefity to  tackle this
2 . ~ = -

P ‘project. - A $ i s ’

a0t . . From this poinz'nn. I interject-my discission with

da include f.'hen to illustrate my, eunulahve

unity-. and the conlequent'develppmen:

at h«lhorz connotes truthx £elkloxe and. “oral

5 S 'FWIandexs are very nice: peopée but
they tolerate "us," that™-all. - R

" He saysthere is no hi-tozy to “the co“unity. He *

< gossip. Must be Caxeful. .

121

if need -be, -for a m al.t.hough he

oy people hete are not

ys hé is mot. zenqxo 5. cx-x;-
-,

aeLxgxaus but. go shul. because "you're doing.something: for

your ielloy-..f . f.hole Who are rl ig oul and ‘need” the Lan

dx} fuunt

< * Tovels af_

" yet, p.rhnpu, the omn__,p-opl




"_in' recognizirdg the ‘eammunir.y's currenf situation, = its .
e , %

inevitable~demise. the * hypocnsy of "religidus" commitment.
. Seems that age-grants license.to be "opinionated” ~- hondst,
abrupt., asmissive, abrasive, forthright. Nothing to lose. .

. i \
Questionf ard possible tactics arise .out. of -continued .

exppsure| == an bvezviem, is’ gained 'via' g

inpses \i‘:c;\m very . .

istinct var{tage po ‘ta. 3 g T ey e .

50 . %" The commuj {‘ty is 80 small’ that each .trauma’is absoxbed,

v .. . the shocl enors felt ,‘by evexynne. Empathy" is.'the factor .

‘that: cohéres.

. r ¥ y
i e B el [ . L
. : 3 L E ERata s g3 oAy i
This" ¥continved exposure? sven:'uauy yierde'a%§ great . ”
. deal of repet;t:cn, hcviev’ei. thls xepetxkxon was 1natruct1ve

uly 7, 1981

- 7 S S -
Seems there. were  several ‘outstanding: individuais_ -and

. 'V . families: - Ask. :

one time; every othei' store o

Water :Street.was

Jewish." Look behind those storefxonta - at the pecple.

f_he network, the myth. : -

Time. 1ine dete:mines dhtchtion betueen "old" and’

S ‘ :
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& = [ e C S . I i (3
¥ '+ . "new": 25 years in Newfoundiand, and an individual.is still

> % idered-a it's post-war®t -

& 5 ¢

<€ ‘ This.was an "0ld Country community" . 45 :he& pouxuy

. ~u’g:iny‘ shfetl cc;_nunity__ in - this h‘fﬁtoty? The tailor, the

: i rocers, the te the nd s, ‘the mohel and shochet, '
" tpe é_)g&“‘ - xnag-- of. sholon Aleiahem. e N E

Y 8Y e,

family: generatiol

- = ) - - )
e ‘By late August, I had done a ‘nunbnx of interviews and I
decided that 1 wis xeady to laka a visit to” the .Janhh
.' ~ /

comctéry, the only. one on the island. I grabbed. my notubook

' == my constant companion of late, ‘and my ‘camera, and:'set out ~

“with a.mixed sense of exhilaration and anticipation at this

first meeting, ‘as with dn individual about whom I had b‘gan'.‘

. 7 told. and formed impressions, but never confronted

T arrived u. ‘the austere;, little 'patgh. of ground,. ¢
Pl 4 h\mbled by ‘its / !lumboyant nelghber, u apnwung Salvntion 3

Ariiy’ cemetery. ' I.paused outside "the black dron gate, thu

oy

_-u—point Star of. David t and centered in the iron griu-‘

i “work to signify  the enduring affiliation ‘of. the community




a7 within e’ §ates. eI passed: thigugh those gatés. 1 felt .

s / durr ng ' me yed . an’ imned)ate “gerise of .

: coimnuhx:x Some, enblazoned with:the: no

legendary names of

N wilansky, Levi:z, Epptein:

were tennmoniea o ; t e

e ieanzed now that :h_

“forined. a ‘bridge which spanned

ast ‘and present,. allowed @

. dccess,:and assured continuxty Anto e iutuxe.

DR wex: ‘to return to-the. aemetery now, the . méaning o

the past con;ained 1n that \little eo:dnned piace of lnnd

"enccuntexe

i would be “that lpuch gteat.er.' T have nearly au

of. those_ ‘individuals, -and ,each JEits, Cmore | dniquely













. )' w ¥ 7 :
. “InNoverber of. 1981, I lea

ign haa,




‘OnT} tt: E gi:

Awtien, she learned, that- I e




uals m chu

RBEE | zesponde with, 8 ﬁrrm negative‘ He then alkad What 1




aiscussed -générally. our’ mufiial’ préjects; -

. determined 'to folldw the ‘histotians.

the “facts “ds they were. Made tenta

ex® ‘couple 'of weeks: She. suggested’ ¥Hat .







teadifgs, personal’ testimony, and keynote speech

. % ® . o o i
presidént of Memorial University: / I

It _was an” nnpresslve productien. The publxc tﬁ\d been

P : 1nvited via press. releases as had the logal newsyapers and

the CBC télevision news crew. The synagogie hali. was filleéd. .

» wm-. membgrs of 'the Jewish community s’ well 'a; many’

- non—Jaws (not to men—non the anall hybnd d of, folklox,

the h1sto:y of’

1ittia

/8 _tage

LMy part wag

‘amplée AVtime\ to b/

Game, . though,.. |
5 )



ior t‘n "oy xw‘neimlng‘fesponse ana»pra;se“ Everyone




- of trust and mutual acceptancé is attainedd It is this

"ba‘la.;ce towarge which one strived on a humanistic basis,

spart’ from professional concerns.. Therefore, the . most

_crucial —~ ana delicate pencd\-is the initial. one during

both "sxaes are evaluatxng each a!:'r{ér. The, folk—

) Lonsc ] mplonng "uon't y u dxvulqe...?“ and the xndlvld—

.evsmng neus

aevoted /a genernus portion “to! ny read&ng, ‘and T 'was identi

‘fied w6 an anonynbus'

some: tbi‘ng had eé;

‘evening: Buc heumg

- CBC presum tmn, auddenly clarifxad ‘what

‘classic cage’ of the folklarlst beiiig

very. group. uhe wag atudying 50 that: - she cansz ,tun cxxcle r.o

be. in ‘fact studying ‘heérself. I had. aonghou metamrphnsed

‘fEom :naxda:-ontsider o ;nusder-;nside:. - o

that pxenmna.:y, awkwa:d Fhase and,

'ﬂ\elt. ck;vézaga oF thé» ‘event:
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instance =- who uu_d;éd “oRIntETvae® Like ARinals, Saged b

their own environments for the_anthropollogist to, observe, to

\ move ‘amongst but never touch or -be  touched by.\\ éercainxy

. one sacrifices objectivity to an extent by becoming vulner-
_‘able to emotional attachments and human bonds. One also

~ gains far greater 1nsxg‘hts by capxtallzing ‘on’ orP! very
" human capacity to qp,mmumgate, draw Gthers out by 1denu£y\

Ky similarities: in.experience, etc., and g)ving of - one- -

. 7. self: . Reciprocity. is vital,. amd humsn-dyhamics depend’ wpon

Yide being my concern, not as an academic or profespional,
i:u: a8 a person. - <§y opening nyself up, and bexng canaid

e wnh these people, . & contract of mutual trust and bpuihons

was cxeated- ‘ That has: been”.the groundwork of : is prn)ect. :

Thus; my expérience has shaped‘my priorities, the bottdm’




' Chapter III:
‘

conduct a service. . - ; S

NOTES
e

119 1n the past, several attempts were made to write

thé history of this comminity. Only two studies have come

' o 'fruition 'and neither i .regarded'as "acceptaBle” by thei’

Leopard’ Mars, “Some Social Changes

community. - (See Zzlati

in the Jewish Community of St.  John's, ' Newfoundland, .

5 »1900 1964, " u'i\. thesis Uni\;.rof Edinburgh 1965.) A third .

rencly in progress by. hiatorian “Lyn" Hicks: .. Other

written materlal ralat ng to cms community. includes the -

fDllowh)g bnef sketch. Ben;anun Schlesmgez, "The Jewish

(:ammunity in Nawioundland," TS, 19775 .1 £ 4

T 120 » minjan is the minimim of ten men required to
' L E =
121 A Ithel perfqrms th& rltuul cxrcumcxuon on male

‘infants;’a n‘hochet is, the authorized llauqhtézex c

/a-ghul is.a synagcgue. _’ el —_
122




T LW 3 % be . Chapter. v

RESEARCH TECHNIQUES AND” METHUDOLOG!CAL CONCERNS

Having 'chan_ed ‘the ' course ‘of. my ﬂeidwo"zk», R SE S

ouiline below, "the setles Of methoﬂclegl\:al concems Hhich

s‘haped hese penonauzed experience

: 'prejeet. At the start uf the last chapter,

£ ieldvlo:kex .

Thele were

4 1nterrvxaw wh:h each one; i:’ ‘was

~hoped tc covex the fizut uavu

of immign! te"

] r:h;\l.dten.~"'hu cqmp:he.

(pcltfozld w;x
N 'zefuq "Bl

the. -orig nql comnuhity,

of unmigranta 3




2. -The Smail Gx‘e\'{g Int:erview ' =

The second  problem was (;hat. the' pxat‘exnd'ona-

_intetview was ‘o: ten 1mpolﬂible hecaule of the

‘‘other interested fami ly ‘members” nx fnends. “This ienaed tol.

énox tor eacthesnlon.

olklbte" ? ainocxat ion

perspectives;

they were:'d




-'lev.er.al | éxtreme. ) ‘instaices, ng  exércisés
5 - & puxence.- ‘However, as - the

in

x\uk of app-u&ng aggzeniva.
xude ox’ Oﬂ'lll’\l'

lu:pect was too gxuat to uanmnt a nque-:

.' enat: - Ehi,: onm( leasg leave,

the problems ot the ‘small




o ance! 3 to the- ucpnc tha: a life
AT ~nm—y would be deliveéred pre-atux.ly. befoze 1 was pxepax&‘

to recgug “ite 'mn uau _the third dlchulty u‘hlch “I

em:auntend =




Ty H perfcxmances whxch 1 el)cited later dunnq the foemil ;53-

s - stons.: wnue the first ccmmuniqug\ was n!pxred By the . L

LA genulne excitement of imparting new - infarmauon, ‘the* q‘econd

; vexsicn was often self-conscioqus nechanical and' yfckluster

fof ‘the. less inspiring 1mpetua.frapetiti§n for (docunenta:

tion’s eake




s ‘such’ that I’ uée,ined to sup' into . the' role of—'\‘_f\

psi
ex ended telauve, and tor Pcme, ‘that of Buxxogate daug‘htez

i cr grand‘da ghtgr. 'nus endouraged people to entxust the;r-

-n-.aughcs‘ w:th. ne; howeve Fldo led people - to assume’ that 1

v I knew &bout paxticulax topics an |, consequently, t‘hey “would*

sometines g1ou evex or ignore them unless T pxompted them.

L

_would a‘ri-e, 1 wouid da!iberately Play xghntant t‘.o_ éucic

Ot " com ent s While f.hu nay'’: ha\l-e appeared neglectful 6n7myv

'pa“:e\ and connuted ny 1nexhcuney .or "in as 'an




fielayorker. | This' preserts a problem. A§ ?my approach '
~changed, 4nd- 1 became mére adept at efxcitxng paizative

response and more sens)txve to the dynamcs of lntervuswxng

as welI as mote faml;ar thh the :ommunxty,‘ the foma: Qf

the interviews changed along u:th the xnformants ptesenta—-
tion of the matel’lal- S It is only ‘in. retro,spect. H‘hén I can

:nnscxipgs ana “aiscers iy, influence by the

m:ei.—viéu’ e dec:daa agau\st re= 1nte}'vxew—

, v ual rgeling vinto tevgrie, .and 1nsp1te effusive streams ot

pe!sonal expe: 1enqe

. \nanat:we or joke £ accoxding to"olnk 5 1aws, #i’th £igb'r.

’l‘he sixth problem was

'axecuted in maticulouu vernac lat.




i & contributed J :ee],mgu ar}d experiencea.

Two of iy pnmnzy :espons;bu;nes were: -to ‘create a 8
. sk N ‘
" relaxed and pexsonﬁl ambxem:e, anda eutabh 11 (a ‘rapport wxr_h

Tth enumed alteran aur

leach ; person 'whom T int exvlewed ;

tis

rela ionship _;cm that of sgrange:s to ehpat'heuc,

txansxtion. -

rr.he success bf this

I found that an’ lnf)nrmal, cohveria—clunal appxoach wasi'

eople And encouxage them .t

ea ppeak :xeely. wnue T would generally t:ry o ave CI

thexe wera .times ' whan 3 cc:ntnbutmns were ', catalyt:c and .

erquencly. * when 'ré

B es'sent)al ly

xhnring in the exposire uhich a:

empathy was’ found
. parv ymch zncpuragegf N uﬂectivq rpnd introepec;ive ,dis—-

-;n;‘ this recxpmcity put. us on @ ‘&

‘colrse T‘hu

each k.ea dnony was a coopexative‘




'rhis wuxd gbnorlll.y I{ci.g a fairly

co-nunity, ub-luan i!iinst the ‘old Country

e S npt&\ority. the r;le “of obliguuon to the

o
dthexaa

d emed most : lignincant for pol arlty. ‘.c_lgaley._ nunna_r




snd iluxdly. othext were freticent,l,

apum? Nif.‘h the r vordl, and zequhed urging and

.quesnnns. c“r,sam.-y,, the latter situation

ntervene - llbtev than. in “the tox‘e':x

q.:oughou:._ It 1‘;




g . - - - Bl ™
cqnpxisea essentially- what Degh and

5 a Einﬂ:-ha

dcc unk ©Of an "even

from-.

ormilated ithe " spaake: 8. %e:aonal .
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which hye played a. far ‘less-active zole in' folkloristics’
“than in anthropology uritil xecenuy.l,“ Each of  these

~cems alsa lmglles the method ' by ymcri» the matenal was'

- ga;hered “ana subsequently txansposed into ‘a wrxtten docu & g

i . mer Recent anthzopologxcal Htiting is -:nhcal in that, e L

‘i_n the pasé _xarely ‘dia 1nformanon abuut the ileldworker s

methodology, fzequently ‘and. informally 1avelled aumblog—

'accompany the imate:iai ‘This qenexal : 4

a T misrepxesenf, ion .as* autobiogzaphy, in. tact,
. ot e o

edi

disavqwed . his

m—_ Ex z»paz; Tin ' the ~erestive

N ubezal. un.erchange between autobxogiaphy an\i "bxography"

“u.fe his:ory" ‘are- ccxxelated

The lump
. gxapmcal

tographical' ‘and .‘autobio-- . .0 ' .
:.dictated- ‘by circu s . B
.+, . stance ‘that’ yften 'a "highly arbitrary <
- . decision’ s tc which . category .is. the
o apprupnate ‘éne...editors. have frequently I .
" . re-arranged, somitteds. modified to .mich more. . .
‘than a trxilxng exteént. . .Many documents:that
are «entitled’ 'autobiographies’ . could - more:
correctly - have. .been talled. 'biographies
n n_atel:ials pfov)ded by sub-’




't}!e" fiqld orket‘a objecuves,

¢ L.‘ B Larigness and -Gelya Frank make an unpoztant pamc

- about this, deceptlvely quiet voice of che»f.elduoxkex. They '

refer apec:flcally to Yife nistory. and h:ography_, but | this
applxed as. well “to the petsonaL and 1xte hxstoxy. the life
story and oral mscox '

. a'life historian conscmn@/ly attermpts . to

. 4 accurately poztzay ‘the, .subject” Of. the bigg— 5
.raphy. . At ‘the 'sime .fime, because a gocument _ -
“that .expresses .the etlinbgrapher.'s ‘experjencd.

in’ the field is involved, ‘P'he_‘oz She will b

.shaping " a. self-portrait .cojiposed q: attic
tudes_taken thh‘ xegaxd to that uark.l 6.

~and iaendfy my oun voxce, 1 Wil discuss.” the complex‘xole

oF. audnn 7pa tx:ipant at’ gxaa;ef ength ].ateh. Having

type!; of pexsonal documenr.s ..an

mentioned above. 'rne terms ana def)nn:xons charige But thé .,

intent is. ecns;ist; nt: to clarify the duugct:ons hetueen

them-’ Schblara ,concux that to, use ‘the tetms interc'nangeably

eflect.s 2 purpose and &

to _.mlsuae thein. Each cate ory

pé‘ir{c of " view by’ ‘the fellbwing eritexl

‘zaeh- is" shape:

met ods; 'her‘ attitude‘

tawaxdu» fex 1n£nmant(s)

Ehroughout t‘he cze;dva procea




It.was a coifusing matter to.assign'a.label' that would’

P ' .repres‘ené the material as I saw it.. ‘ere -is no ore gecheme
that 1 suppoxt without quanﬁcation, pezhaps ‘backuse \:hey i

T are a1 genze—gr)ented' -whereas 1 regard the communlques EK o
Erccess. T emhex had to’ "select an app/g(xate classifica )

R " . tign'.from. ths nmélee, _or invent my ‘oyf. I considéred the o

. avallable ' optionse, nfe story, pexa nal ‘or ‘lifei msto:y, ;
o s, T soral histnry, ‘biography. or autoblography. 4 elxmlnateﬂ all ’
* X

SE o UL but lik stczy and u;e hismzy, and debatgd mh myseu as

% D ko, which xept‘esented the ‘keener accuxacy. ; i

: ﬁrst/ T was’ convmced by Jeff 'M:on s attxele, "The "
W27

: ife Story. “miton” axguei conv;ncingly ¢hat,the - nie s e T e
¥ 1 ¥ « N
L7 story is'a "Bel -conta:.ned flctlon,‘ ducxnguishad from Mts o K

he %ersonal A . 5

. 'msmncal Kif:, mogxaphy.'onl mstnxy. and;

11£e ‘history'). 128 _ he. Plographer’s .allel [ -

hiat;ory Jor ! .
g ¥ 229 Gi . H o w P

- giance is 'to "tHe facts of his subjecé's 1ife;" his

ogjective is 7 to!

et 'hsstozxcn sunduqls of 'accuracy

Titon calls the bxog:apher a hxntonan ot

tanage: in an' nctive,

eau

nts, . proceues "

Cvane ques-: o I

e.problems . I'. i




fiome e “ s s T N qams,

‘of oral. history and ‘the .‘ﬁe:e’o% story, " while, “the 'lines *
; ’ 131, ’

are clearly drawn ‘in biography Both, however,. are

concerhed with . the’ msmm:al and ' factual accgracy rather
132 e

\’-han wlth the flctxve.

mxy, on the other hand, is a .sustained narr.

zationale and, f.acts whxch

cal sense, unshackled by. the “Tags

hiéc’or-ian"s ‘concerns.’ “ritdn stlpulates that’ qn_’

< e T . are. the

,actual: hie istory is

elf~contqined" » thal v's,',v,the:

8 llstener mus permit %he ‘speaker to. continde;

S Lpntdd: he for “she:is hnxshed.]\‘a:’

umnte:rupted 3

'rhe quaauen and :eaponse 3

. i : aln.y ‘and selt-cm-xcéption" of * the ~storytellex. and. f.hu is

F pe‘uan‘al}éy
. life story.

. ingfedfent 1f the
a fiction; .just like the
7if the sfory 15 not taEf.uany

ahont mctiven. %
~hiography
the “life




| ; 1 ; : , . ‘ P
i f Lo . 2
! 5 e N . 2 ) : .
e 2 ) ‘ . ) 7 2 2 '-.{&‘2 &

S d il %o el . A 2 ;
E . Titon draws an essential ainn;cuon betleen story and l

N history. He auocia:e- these gqualities. with Storys fice. o
2 tion, “making, "' “1lnguage at play," cumwe, a.na Slitéras

i ture of the. uagxnauo s In _contrast; he’ a -uciatel ith ... .

}ustor1 the qualities-of fait Sound out" rather ¢han made,
35

knowledge. L Each

"language “at  work," '-aucovery

:es:imny su-:uned what 'knon cul d . A 1"tensxon i;cv.uo

oxy and hhtory 1'36

|
: < B
s X ‘could not seen- tb ﬁt my mate:ihl ,ilno hit nea 'y

évh rllppd ng .

“In hiseffort!

éther £orn., Ta,ton

S T fsaeaunae.

E 1f-eonggnoa fscu >

e e % xgua that a ute story

.1. uhfurl.d gradually

‘rarely,

ected. ute hutezl tg:




“ the” / axorionic élunfmanon for ‘these nscimo‘\nes ;

- E gurpoué/ it s intend&d ‘to! mclnde 1i

editor:a! hand. . 1 regaxd the couecnon.

Ia th‘e!ﬁ an unde:lymg x_eall&y;

cenkldg:ed th

contene {78 houevex . ‘thls

hj,stoxn:u



a Am:um’nt in: u}Qch al

voiges auo\ nen:snuex ;

md phatchaphu

'\could tell U:B aut




bo make these lived "available" ’

collectxon. is in £act llke a Cublst portxaitx the : words

create multiple peupecuves of fhe community in time, space

aiid perception, 51,1 dompre: ;nd § simull ly in

" one plané. . The re;ulr. isa kale)doscopic series at uzages

of " ong ,tra\ditional

emmunxty consttucted fiom as

o g ing close t6 the transczlbed queeh or. exerciamg edltorlal

ucense to "ponsh" the narrat Lvds- i

il & ot \Thexg is.a’ genxe cf pcpul,ar oral l‘iature il oo
- an.t.hropologiata, sonuornt

onl historia ﬁ. ]Duznaliats..

of an

inaiv dqnl,

.the ~xnter§nt ;

‘2 piiblic| voice. " |some.

examplea

includex

P : LTl st

through publicﬂtion. The




.® Yo ’ " PR
. : . : .
.Sanchez; 194 .oral’ historian - Paul Thom?sm{ 's- The . Edward-
ians: . The Remaking of - British Societz:145 folklorikt
Lmda négh s ‘People in the Tobacco Belt; ' Four ' vaes-l“
. 8 or ., journalist: Dorothy Gallaghez s Hannah's Daughtérs: x
. ; 147

g Generatxons of an American Famlly. 1876 1976.

'l‘hose Nhlc'h ‘have been intended . as ucholurly works have

invited gxxtxcal comment ior their: lack of edit_ollal and

and absence of the

con:excuax nfor-mat on: Both ommsc;eng‘

SV giélaworker leads the’ feader:’

‘actually upoke ‘the warda exact].y as: they are pnn: 8

entizely passi\(e audienc Hav;ng expenenced for

-editorial manlpulatlcn xequited- bo kars & raw - tradnscript

- ,into .a Jigetary pas:age;

’I’he fundamental problem is' this: N ozal speech does’ n\«:

nake perfect proae.- It often zepzesents a atteam of con—-
. sciéusness. As ‘one lxn_ta s; howevgz,,, on
- . of fragmentary ,speécymcems because . other non-verbal-

" denses | augment - the /performance “and’ aistrac®’ from the

is usually ‘unaware

% % ‘ 4 i
. verbal..  To name & \few, theae inol\xde u-nﬂecnon, modula~

and . auehce.'

tion, ~accent, V_quvs'ure,_ eye contact, - touch

ialse “starts; stu;ta.ring and dxgr 8-

- 'extraneoua matter

aiqna-to nu_xe. a few. Unlesn the objective is. ‘to make ‘a

o balieve that the ine xvlduals

“}f problema of . mmxvxemng, I’ am also. awage of ' the .-




.. nature uf the texta is explanatoryy thsy demand a

linguistic -- or rhetorical -» -analysis, there is no purpose
served to linclude 'en;a e‘xtr’aneuu's .verbal _:matexial. There-
fore, my vhetorical ‘analysis was based, upon the unédited,
transcxxbed speech,,énd myoaxample‘s in chapt.ex' 6 are drawn®
dxre:r_ly from the uanscnpnons. As for the gnal callec- /

tién of edited texts, by objective was different and so my

f edltbrial approach changed. sy g we e . e

I’ have “manipulated® thé material .ﬁ'c: final. preseita- ’

tion) preservlng the,mcegney of " the individua_ ‘speech”

biic edi»nng it . the* extraneous dxsczacung e1emenqs and‘

~shu££11ng paragraphs ‘to" fotm a more coherant ana -aesthetic

product' WruLa the putiats allegiance to the vexbanxm test s

is agmxrgblg. these texta ate often irutaeingly unread-

.able.” As medium for this material, I.am concarned with its

!n&e‘grity. I am also, ccncernzd that 1€ comnunicate senslbly
and aeathetleally. retaining the _£1°w of speech . but agcomo-

dating the differences between-the spoken and- the:‘wxitten

‘As for acknuwledging my presence, T pex;oamauy reming
Athe reader t.'hut I am there BY mclud(ng my ulgnxfxcant ques-‘

£s a atement ta yb

txons, “and when the speake): air

.that spacific "you". is me a5 aud’i\ence. ’l'he naxratives i

pxint. howwer,"extend the audxence beypnd myself. ' The

] 1s:énex. B

,extofds. to and! in usumea by each

“The :role.df ' “you, * 4t'hen
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reader.’ Thus, the reader, although: not immedim:ely involved

in ‘the xnte:new. becones - a puhcipam in the getoncal.

i 5 situation. * BN

g P . " . .
10. Processing the Material® ke

_As-for the: ‘tenth, and final néc};odologgcal problem, .
. R —— the' material Which ' “collected ds "f'au' ! Bhch . |
cassette ‘tape was txanacx:lbed completely and -a table nf_’
Capm o % -:onf.enr.s done for .ear:h. -me tapea qnd t:anacnpnons weie: .o o -

s § given numbers whi::h 1ncluded tﬁe’ initi 1s. 0f the ‘{ndfvidaal "= .

" interviewed, the ‘mmber: of - tape; ahd the tyear. }‘Tﬁe",

entire collection' of tapeh

as peen deposx:ed xn Memo:ul Az

Unlversxty s Folklore and Language Arch)ve and asugned a

carrespcnd:ng . MUNFLA number. : "l‘hexs is a i}f:een-year D

l’eatr).ctlcn On the coilection in oxdex to assure .the cénf

. dentiauky oi the matenal.

"I have" aut\lined above ny Jnethodology on gathex-l)'lg and

approachmg ‘the matex—ial. In r.'he following bxief chapter‘ .

will 1ntroduce the ‘rhétorical .theory on’ which I based. my’
% B r - s g . o ¥

analysi
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oo Chapter IV

\{_2,3 Linda Deg'h and Andrew VaZonyi, .

“. . the Protomemorate,” "Jour.~of Amer. Folklore;-, 87
RO L1 ; 3

_1'7,4

see “the £ollow1nq :

W dn Graliy Commu'nin;aéee

‘% T s, ones
L& - -_Anthrogolog;cul science (Rew- York:
" . 7

. and ‘Frank; Mareis J._Loveue'e'. X

Jotin A. Robmson._,
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o
Le: -Us ‘Now ‘Praise Famous e (1939
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People 1in

the- Tobacca: ﬁei"t ¢




Hannah's Daughters: ' Six Gener-
Of - an American” Family: 1876-1976% (New York:
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& 5 o8, ' APPROACH AND ANALYSIS | . : B
\ % £ Ex - R
. Chepter -V

fa ’ - - A RHETORICAL APPROACH TO WYSIS . . w @ =

.2.it seems "to' - a fact; that. :he ‘more.. ca U

i urgent the oratory, ‘the greater: the\prcfu-» i of 3
“.sion and vitality of .the formaY devices.™So £y
a e ..they . must:. b functional, ‘and ' ;

. “. 0w '‘embellishments.'T, - © .

rhetoru:al uppmach l. :o‘ fo).kl'u:e,

:d Ahrahams, s "a poxnt of view whmh proposea a

‘fnsights mgm. e gained by using compaxatxve o1 relational

methiodology: *145. 6 this cnapter, I will aiscuss the o0 U0

:heozem’:al 'zamifxcanons of “’a 'rhetorical approach to

/

hlch ;he

solkloxe and esrabnsh the atructuz’é of context in 'yl

n the next chaptex‘ S 4 will ‘

nazratx\)es wére «

- and gxa_lune " the

b3 om Ksnneth Burke s the vry

ously.




Rhetorical Theory: Precis

.~ The domain’ of ,zheconc as- the’ are of yersuaswn dates

A
back 'to the ancient GreeKs. *Its scope has sirce. extended:
“beyorid those classlcal paramebers into the general realn of

symbolic communxcat)on. 'Prev:oualy. discourse ’ (ozﬂ or

wrltten) waa r‘hetoric s med:u ‘Cohtémpozary rhetoricians,

howevez- iniluenf:ed by beha: xozism and’ son_:ia-ll p'aiéhomgy,

maintain ehat be’havxo:al an, communi énve,v acts, m Hhich‘

a to am‘l mﬂuenced n auéxence, are’.

message has been convé,

ThuB, ghe vexy concepr.- of " ducourse'

fined to the ve.rbal exchnnge Of idea hae heen revxsedx

‘.The "New Rhetorxc, t faﬂher?d by, Kennzth Eurke endaxs “the

more ccmpreheneive deﬁniticn of xhetoxic cas! the axt. of

= 3 menuﬂcauop— (which memdes .instruction). - The.\xnczea's'ed

breadth of - rhetoric _ embraces .-api < no '1aa‘sica;’ ana-

nnnmée?snasive »a‘x.euanon in  which. nudxence response’ and

affeet .are [intended. One siach case’ would ha the uayn'xn

wmcn members of a gro

 promote social cobesion by aeung-
F e e ) 5

Uncon- 5

:hetoncally upon \ L ‘and one

ventionally d(ncursive (qrAconventlonally non-dasgunivé)

'eventa Buch’ as £ils, art, o even

also zegazdéd as :hetorma‘ me h.‘ Thought n.selfq accox;d

ing ta th' rhetoric of phxlbnoﬁ:y. is - a n‘tuatzcn ir; which’

my pu:poaea, _1 will ccnsider . the :hetonc oi oral dinuou:ue,
150 : : : :

and pexformam::.




A Rhetntica!. A réach to. Folklore

In a. seminal azncle entxtled "Introductory Remarks to a
wk51

! ; Rhetcrxcal Th‘eo:y of Fdlklote Rogez Abmhams proposed

ap approac‘h for analyzinq d)txonal »expressive Aculture

) N
. that would emphasue all: aspects o£ an” aésthetz:, perfcm-

BT a_nce‘ 'perfarmance.

nature.or 1nte

*'Regardless 8f .the *form;

audl—

the péxtormam:a ana n;e

(ar- topics)’ with uhxch the

vseuqn‘g a. uet of relat_ona

Jandi em:e ‘can

Burke expl insv’ situacions and; 1

s trategﬁeg in tetma af“paen-y; Ahzahnma aubsenutea Ttor

postxy( ~ nny




e o g S S

o B0y V-We tthlf qﬁ ~ poe ry a: “the ‘,:dopf:xng ,of
A R . vax.ﬂouu :tn:egie he

et s e

S . ‘situationms, ° na-e Lheu
stand)nq ingred&ents

\ Ut mHat atntude cnnnqt. be sdenuﬁea or avaxuacgd, h‘ouévex.-

'statistically, '
b:acu‘{e citation the

: thepselves - lra his +
-his situation; -and situation but ‘ancther:, . - Faa
uozd“z‘o—"x motives..however .‘consciously: hé A e =
may..gd’' about such wox’)(. there is-a )und of . Sl

i £

. .. 7 'that he: could.'not have be
o g ST ¢ ince the generalization. could. ‘be made 'by..
: £ _ the kind of’ inspection that is po-ublq cmly

after the co-gxebmn of the .work. 136

i

i

huuever,’

modep of.,experl hue.




Structure of Per
—_——

126
e ‘Context . N AP
© - . Bs contemporary -‘folkloristic - n\ethudqlogy dates " Frexts . L6
With "co'ntez"t,"- rhetu' r;al methodolegy def)nea “tné sy’stsnul:
e e -relatlon:hip Between figure zmd- gxou_n& ,essen:lally
E ffer%ﬁt te‘rl\s for sumlat ccncepts. Bdth \are .

-con=

Rbrahams ) expj‘ains;

Numbexs 0\1! ans

rc descrlbe humank?

nqme S lppropriately. with :eapect to




petiozman:e ‘loses 1ta pauer ihe apeaket coritrols the ideas

i 7.7 .and. -images, and thereby ntxola hu audience to the extent

if successtu]., he manipulatea thei:‘sympath(es and

« - converts

hen to rus point of view., -rhus, lus pe:sonu

power - is.’ de;ezmneq. by the. effecti

othex hand, Eince the audlence XS the fac,oz that

eecezmines}he 'lpeakex B s‘trategy, the' ‘audiende .is the
he

. fagtbr. that aetexnunes the: spaakar 5 stratagy:‘ the audiencé

axer:s 2 direct inﬂuence on the shaping- of the communxque.

Thu,s, r‘hetoncal strategy lmplxcxtly invites che dudience to

Com wcollaboxate 1n the pezfozmance- since form afd content are :

The audrence is’ the ching. It hnlps a lot Q
to Know' anything: about. hi hing if you
think are always' really thirking about the
narrating of . anything -of' narrative . being
ex_isting...'l‘hi ou all of. you ~kriow, 161"

stnxytgue:' asserts.Myerhoff,, nud audieneza because:
) ¥ he v \ . B

7 =L 4 %
: Audxenceé. listeners,  witnesses are ‘essen-
| €ial” for self-awareneas, even when a person '
‘ +i is..his or heér .own mirror, at oncé subject
H 3 < . 1and object, apeaker and listener in ‘the: same
: K i i story. 2 e %

veness -ct ‘his perform-_




ihe

in this project, I was audlen e to, and collaborato,

not only during the actual intérview when my

jqueancns ana responses dh’ectly affected the commum‘u

catalyst, xnducmg reflecnon.

case, we collab in a

.of - tha Aort descrlbed by Robel:t George”s b

he tqtal‘ message of -@ny.
g -event -is- generated’ and
exists becadse of a

.- specific, utoxy 1i
% nstitute a-“netwo:
tionships .that s
staxyteuxng even!

Fu:thexn’ncr . each 1ndxvxdual conjura qerxea

impr ssions ahd sugges_ _o;.a whxch dn turn .ﬁab:_ed ne’

'magxne the uubJec: -=

rat tha}.

iThus, -for exanple, the | nu,‘[txpl

: he cthezi

pT*o:nances, maklpg new hnag‘ |

cdntribute to che

narrations: My purpose and presence in’ ;ac'h case helpgd tc
shape: xhgt'ozical st:ategy.’ My couabctanon “was manifest

exy presence.

initiating “the oscaslons for these perfomances,' my' olé was

images

nave gathered ‘have’ epabled me (and the. reader) ‘Eo ihagine

,ommuninea:u Ot;o s and »Joseph B and ?ann'y's“




. single, young -'womanj;

heré are ‘the two sensibilities of the teller and the
listener in dynamic rappért. Lee Haring expresses, this jrole

and contribution of the augiencé as partjcipant-observer:

The interviewer:..is...not an observer...He
is -the audience, -or more likely a member of
the . audience, 'for the’ performince of aes-
thetically \expressive items or )pieces...thé.
items ' the. interviewer receives' and decodes
are sélected by thé performer on the basis
of theirappropriatenéss, to that audierce’at
.7 that nmoment.. Such:a“protess of selection, .
“'being. ‘ohe- of .the’ circum@angés making . the
storytelling’: event ..unique, determines . what
thel’interviewer records: thus the presence'-
Qbserver!: determines. the ‘pheromenon "

mﬁ— \‘pnmary‘ zoles were thus estabfighed. ‘T was - the

unipformed - reséarcher | yhose: -Dbjel:tlve.was to learn ‘about *

this: \e:::munuy. which. impl:cated each speaker, s my’
lnstru:tor. thereby gxanung him or her botH com:rol and

power aunnq the intervisu. TR

identiﬂcations ’

numercus 1denhnu w‘hlg‘h umfr. i p:ionty and xe1evancef

wl.t'h Qarylng siEuations-~ In. my ‘apdience znle, I_ 1xke1yg

projected the ionowing 133nt1 cations:’ “‘graduate student

folklorish wrh‘.e: (af a thqlis ot baok aependmg upon tha

‘Jew with’ an Eaate: " n ; 3 " own

i »vah‘on:, an’ i“nsi;ie‘i'




s

outsider,” as yet .i'uneducate'a" ‘about  their ‘community, who

. squght to ‘write about them and their comsiunity's story.”

.In zetrospect, I speculate that . thede identifications

would have been translated in a manner Euch as fnllow

was ~a‘ landsman (a . counb:yman). and thus-paxt ota the

a membex of the ycungez ’generatlcn to* whom :he

past had tq be entxusted, effecﬂvely adopting me: as.

a genexatlone\l J. nk m'

daughtex of granddadght e\: "

u\ 1ntellectually as’.a

. by .the empha is Uugaisn (Y

an acceasible an

places’on education ‘timely sérine who -t

would., “wrife 'the: hxstnxy (T ‘the communi:'yu given. the".

: pxevaumg urgeney w do. so. Perhaps, ‘the Jlast identxty -

‘ th commi,tment to " record '.:he ephemeral knowledge * and P
e * < " .
emories of the members = waa :he most" sxgmf;can:ndent'- = G i

fication as

{5 alsuré& a 'documen{ fbr posterzty-v

valuatwn ]..lea xn

3 'X'he *significance’ uf “this hypethetical

n.s pxcvldxng ‘the basls for. 'a su—a;egy. If 1 was 'to be t'ha 2 gh VT g

»credltable vehicle for' these peop)_

‘it was’ essenbia_l that . I De;

tneir point.of view. Thas’ our reapactive xcles

PR ¢ beeame the B¢ dent and they._my tencheti. o

115he




The rhetorical approach is conceined _;:{th téchn'iq}es of
argumerit. It is based on the assumption that all expression
is designed to influence and that :he’obj'e'cé of study is to
distover the design. Folklore axgues traditionally via

xhet.orxcal techniques developed "in’ “the past to deal with

're:urrent ;ocxal problems which t‘nzeaten e gxc!up s exis—

hence- By namng recirrent socxal cohfnces,-expresswe-

£ond.oxe makss them into a epresentanve :and ttnditicnally

rgcognl.zable form- 65 ln th).s way folklore £unctions as

'conformity by arguing aﬁerence

a cc_hes)_ve f\oxj’ce\co maintain

‘to -the' norm. .It guides by ,confxontxng«and p:ujecting-:

anxiet:

—produx:an suuanons-'- and . it pzoposeg poteptial

solutions’ and attempts to prodiice action in’ accctdance with
.156

“its, propcsals. The esaentxal txansactxon is to elxcx.t

the aud:\ence s uympathy or amputhy. L e

'turke refers to the persuaaive‘ tools of rhetoric ds

"ide ti‘fiéatidns. There are a’ variety of formal rher.oucu

d,vices WHih s ve-as Jdent1f:.catxons. ‘It is unfortunate
’that the non-vexhai dimension  of:. a perfoxmance cannot. be
branscrxbed as eavily ‘as ‘the ‘wofds on'a page. Muc‘h of

.rhetorical 1dent1£$cacion s acconpxuhed auhuy by tone of

'vmue, ‘gesture,’ £aclal expxeps)on ‘dnd even suenee. The use

of_,iieighted,‘wor‘ﬂ ‘or’ ‘“tonalities,” "is the ‘mogt - common.

rhetorical practice.- Through.suggestion and. inflection, the

'of 'a nessage, s combunicatéd In the tone -(or attitude) .




L : anl® S 2 oo oo am

withbut the explicit, a0 e e appeal

invites the audience's empathy.” As' *Buike ‘suggests, the
implxcatxon of this :echnique is:' “This.is the slant' you
DR _have too, if.you have “the _properx. slant-"le-g Sthéx exam-
’ pies of rhetorical devices inciude: 1nagéry; se::'ing “up

-Dpposltxons, rapentxch, ‘exaggeration, - undérs

. rhé'hprxcal guast)on. 1tony, humor, taking the mm;enue lntu
169

o e © confidence:, comphrison;

ntreaty and cansorship.

1 ha’v’e compi ed

st of ' mohe specific | rhetorical. |

" mna that‘s the truth.

¥ * ... Do you know what I Wean? ' - e B8 g, z

. ‘. . Follow?

% Right? e o g .
S -+ "You can see it? % B o -
. You must remember. .. Gy owe s 3 A
.. See? * o .

. © Look, ... Lot A . =
z : Are you with mez’ . . ) N

" Don't forgeti...
What you got "to rean:e - 17 T
| ‘Now'you see how... . § =
. You heéard about. . . * 14
It Fl not uxe today...

- e .
.The Jargon used by membexs of the community might also '

be. regardgd as rhetprical in ‘tekms .of ‘it tona]:ity.‘ It

defines ana xeaéﬁm “comfiunity” as they pereexve n. For '

i ( : example, 1 <;onutrued' the following’ meaningsx %

. ¥ evarxbo Y. nobmi ., (cor:.n'?:te group ° :onsciounneu and
e 4 o solidar nffim comminity; ' establish the ‘opposition
[ ) .'bai eén "we' and “"they™, as will be. uen in thé neéxt chapter)
.- to mix “with (the Gentilés)

original, old-timers, the older.families (references to
indi¥iduals who belonged to. the pre-Horld War u comunmy,

. ﬁ is- value judgment connoted)




University c.towd {umss d peJoxatiV‘ely)
‘commun’ tx-lﬂ d _(a -value)-
assinilated, Anencamzed (descnpnve termn

2 e\x‘tsadz (xefez‘em:e to any :ndiv_ du
mon:T&w uE not bﬁ.longxng to the

170 'T)\

sxtuatxon and lts artx(lclal embodlment

© is both mpersunanzed. and

to be played out uithout the threat “of, socul conaeq

" Thusi rhetoric promotes acceyt:eﬂ ate i tudes - and act ons

The rlietorical approach suggeus a method £6r discha

ing the xela' xonah;p between the exp:esuon and the pex?ox

the piece by dstermining What its motive.is and How it

ance context’; the method is to undentand the ncxate«fy hf.’

goes

173

about convinclng t.he audience..’ - In ths next ahnp




o .o
will":logl

motivates

8pecifically  at .the. rhetorical -process ‘which
these nartatives.

v
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- Chapter VI

¢ 5F - '\ STRATEGIES AND MOTIVES;-'EDUCATION OF AN AUDIENCE

- . NI i ) t v

People S ad cul’tuzes seem to desire, even = 3
© need in order to-sutvive,- patterns that give.. e
meamng to their ives. : To ‘find those pat- .
‘terns; that will work best’ for us-is one of’
d thie nost critical challengea of contemporary .
Wes&ern culture-

Pyl Langnésn and Galya annk P
hiropological
R L e S roach to Wiograph

Ll As’a studefit,". I derfved my “edicstion” ffom the people’ .

2§ e © w‘ho remembere aloud ‘to me. At the same’ time,’.I was: audi-

7 N o hr.‘e b

thext creative perfor‘mancea’-' Performance, = says
£ & )

«an- active: pnrt of the nacial dra-.a,
ref ecung in 'a small ‘way t'he evef-—pzesem
existence of confliét 'in ‘everyday life., On’

ey 3 : ‘the ‘other hnnd, the m . hds an existence of
i . § 'its oyn, 'since’ ft- cafi ‘be. réfenacted by -ahy’ |
VR ¥ 3 “ .of. a" number of perfoxmera« Ag. such, it - g
i s v ‘enunci nflict ‘of its.
. 7 . i e .

An exp)ouuon of. the mn:uze dna mncnan of that artistzy'

B 2 v ysems'inssgm into conﬂlct tﬁro gh theae '-’cha els of

R . ‘i'nquiryx How - i's un imuge " made meaningful to .an audxenu,




- thrcugh :hetoncal sttntegy. how do: pevsxstent lmagem and

«ideas appear’ qs naxrat:ve :hemes and topxcs, and.when;does_

- an 1mage/theme become a symbo].? A S

. In'this chapter.

will- examine the cun$1stent zhetor

cal devices_used_ in. . the naxranyes

the” themes, mpxcs anays
LA :

. _ .'symbols: and thé r)mary symbblf_ - or! “associational

cluster

functxone,d ds ny 'si‘de—

& ., wise® gLance and ilhunated t‘ne primary l\otxve behind t]ﬁe :, > Rog, 3

»  community’ s U{e‘stor v Hy cb]ective, ‘ot thia stagar is to
R Y

evaluate’ the sym‘bol 1o commumca

ﬁ-‘ revdlation Sf my own audlence redpcnse ‘to thexx :hatoxtc.

. The narrative themes abd topics’ iun'c:ion as rheto‘zu.ca-i

""idennﬂcaewns as well as zeveal the speaker 6 ‘att

. The form in i 1c]1' the theme; moat often appeired: vju‘li.‘_x'vn‘
- ;

the -wlng of oppon!nens: "we they" nné “;:He' n




‘Formally.
uinging along: with  the uuccal ion-
8, even hough you ‘may: not agree




. / \
res e - » ' o4

or pnbiased, however. “a yielding to the form prepares for i &

as’seht S

the "matter: {dentitied: with it."7®  Thus, they

audience 1s drawn to the- form because of its: “"universal"

aPPeal

and :he “wattitude of assent may chnn be transferred

0 t'he mattez which hap}_)ens.to be -associated with- ithe

fom."”g 3 R C : S :

‘There azé seve{al thengs’ vhish rappear i the ‘format of

oppo’sl}::ons. 'rhou thenes clupfxed as

&5 follows: ' flrst genexatxcn “¢s. secénd genexation whxch

bummez- i

- includes “a sub-,theme, the immigrant * as'

"\ 'self-mad Jew 'vs. Gentile '

man; and the themes of ideént

.and’ Jéw vei Jew. The themes 'classified as “then vs. riow"

" ihélude tne opposscionn"" p‘:e

r.Ld Hax II- vs., post-War and

5 of lews. Cag

gl Interwoveh with t.he themes ua »:ogics . uhich 2ddress | 5

-thewe ﬁudh as

'l'hey are: nsed

ith - ;ne 2




; opposxtion between the old communlty anﬂ thé new. Hekd, the

functioned as symbols in’ the course of the narratives.
These will be discussed in confext and include Water: Street,
thé ‘old and the new synagogues, and the wax. p’n‘ly one
symb6l i5 signified in @dvance by a slogan: “You heard

about Perlin?® This Will-be discussed in the last section

of this cﬁapcex. Fmally, the oppositions Provide a’ co' text

in which to ‘esert the ccmnunity s values:

esacu‘,m distmct)ons bemeen “we" and

'they ‘and "then"

"now", are 111usttnted by the in‘tgrueavig o

themes: the dow unity " as £am11y apa thé

(survival):
‘

Yeah, the numbers are dwindling, in. that
/ some'of the oldtimers are...dying.': They are
not...being replaced, maybe in numbers but <
sn't a community. - It's- just 7a bunch 'of
wish~ people that are here. There's no
... adssociation,. there as a bond,’ in-the old '
group. And ‘gvery, timé, somebody else -goes,.
Tit'sift’s.a very sad thing for me. A ylot of
N people don't feel that “way, -they didn't know, ;- -
o them or somethxng like that. "-But we have, -
i:xendships that,-we don't have to ‘'see each. -
-other évery, every  week or every month.. .I g
- ihad  a; call, from,- Rose' Levitz, on sunday, i
f 1at .

" for .the first! time lhat«-weak And, it's .y
‘Isaid 'Rosie; a8.80 nice ‘of
'sidney.




e that. But she id not a relative of mine-and
see, this is going, back. from, we had, we got
something between Us, Rosie and I see?. And,
it's ‘it's, going_ back®a long time. And, it
‘was really niceibut I would never get that
from, -s0 many other. people who, who could be
here. for a hundred years and, you know. So,
the community,. it's sad, -the communxty is

.- 'gfng, ,the community as. I kne it, the
commnn’f a 1ot of other pebple know' it ‘@

Te seilnShige, know. But it's hot,
8 1: s somebody- else's.

Ix community, i
A So - ‘the:
communities.
" Newfoundland '“=]
- Yeah; ‘the native Newgoundland, the, ones” that
came ‘here .in the twenties:' And earl¥ér. My -°
parents’ gﬁneranon, are’ what I.consider’ th

_ community.180 il g

uz ‘comminity is’ the native

whiteh comnm‘nty 1 s

:ncl 'Eed)

Newfound land

J‘ohn 8 Jeuish cnmunityy the paﬂ:icular genera-

5, own _f-mny. _Regard-

.a lot of different .

8 elabora:e, vwet was 'a




The most.elusive "communit‘y" was that oﬁ he "oxig‘ina-l e

‘or t!'ad)ticnal Ccmmunity because: it ex_sta o 1y when n is

recalled from nemo‘ry. This is affirmed b-Plow aswthreer

iater relative

) -
hn': -

Fent: Lerms 5

€ . qmn no She s xamembenng ¢ pommunxty ¥
3 w as it was
- ‘= Yes, exactl
- =1t doesn't exist.

-1t doe? it exist‘lgl "L

Gt - ey :
e . .The questicn is: 'what are those.

- marks the past,‘and a8 they deslgnpte a realxty or a my=h7 %

does not: exist. - ’rhe « ¥

The “original comlnunxty.' _,,e‘_cvwas

g "otiginal community,” as it tKrives m memopy. 15‘ an;,qimalg‘ -

:‘tha . present's’

* . mat)on of ~ fact and flctxon. .a p!oduct'

re '{odde'r tp'z‘the e

* consciousness. Memory and im\aginat)cn

“oral’ image. Like Cameloti: .
. .

believe ih the myth of; th

.pa"ce, " the coﬁmunscy

<

aasétted

Vthe thqa oppa 1ti0n!




W w o Y g avstinet and—héundéd entity with the implication that they
£ i v were xega{a,e:d -;s such by }mtsi.aers. Those who:count them-

Eelves amongst "we®. of the—ox‘xglna], oomitunity share, among . u
Bod v, o st bonds, - a_unique past ‘which 'distinguishes then, ‘trom

A © 7 triose toutside." ”Dutsidezs" is, a xeference. not only to

ews but to. othe{ Jews who.lhare heither the. Aineage ‘nox

as 3" ghetoxi’cal

iriétanée once” 17 "asked’

& slogan

whether there had been a Jewlah

S »ra, “ho gheno! o B e R ) 1
“-Noy. ' We, lived everywher
. = No. ‘Wewere “free to aasoc:ate.laz . "

glinpse

”
‘the pasaage below nffe:s a "rea.

belund the rhetoric.’ In a 1esa 1ite xa xnte:pretaticn of my s

quéstlon, the exp[anation mukes aaaochtiana that create a

1 motg-meaningful spatialspicture




. put on; Hadassah p In the synagogue

and ...they'd send invitations to, people of

‘the, of St. John's.  Through dickets, and -~

- Other ‘than ‘that I don't thifk there, was mot ;
too much’ that was ‘opun to the _general .

[Ak: Do you, th1nk r.hey wanted . to stay a
little group like that?® Was that -important?]
Oh. ~ Rather than branch out? -‘Yeah. K Yeah'I
think. they were quite 5satisfied I mean, they
realized .----'that theywere,

~° had ‘a lot -of ‘things common: v_yh.h, \éach
“ _othe -Ang and, the relxglous barrier,
separated [laughs] . it was ' ‘a, “separation,
-point ‘I'd say  as, oh- you. couldn't
‘mix outside’ the, the community-itself..

_.[AK:" Do you think .the, fact. that.they ~came Bt

from, the “shtetl.i.helped- .preserve = these .
ideas, oi trying €o-stay together?]. ..., P =
Yeah.' > o very dei‘inite- ., Yeah b B
. "Yeah,: ifi a Way; iE was. a sense, an extension.- [
. wof the ghetto, it ‘was in'a, a .sense.-a - ‘. =
3 ing. confined to -one

rea of .thecity. But, if you

use the, - synagogue as _the fodal po:nt\ of,
you'd say you could say, in'a roundabout wgy»
that" 'we were, -a ‘ghettoized,. the. term .fits
[. " in. Without, the 1iteral mear

. ghetto. or’ you know, wWhere :hg. ‘Jews 'live'’in
a, separated, a.physical separatign but. that
didn't 'exist. .Everybody lived:all, over the

; place so. Different parts of the: covh.l 3

'Tempo‘:‘a'ny‘,v the' cammuruty 15 aiillxated um. the years A

the Har

prsceding the Second, Waorld wax. In’ the-

is’ ‘the’ time lme‘ . and a symbol oi, change.

Change 15 u

ltate of - breakdown of the Old gnmmunity N aumnomy, of t.he"

ol.d Nox’ld.'-_'l'he war‘ "opened thinga '\;p,'“ b:ought in ' new

pgople and’ ended the 1naularity of the .httle communir_y.




The first, zeally break -came 6f .course. wal
.just after :the war when some Of the 'immi
grdnt families moved-.in. And, because Of
. that, it 'was, all, you know. First’ and
- ' _second generation now this was .they neallz
. P the beginning.  Of anybbdy coming, in. T

‘The story goes. ii.at 3

! when the Amencan bas=s~ope ed: up, .durin
[ S thé. war, - that created; a tle nuﬁ’y of
ivities :arqund . because. everything.. had.
o g ¢ " . been’'sort of -- 'you know,.very,.Blow-movimg .
: . Gy, 2% 1 And .they Eneucomers] ‘moved- - .
uddenly - thére” was,. - money -. in- ¥eirculas.

I would 'say go.. -Yeali.. - As far as’
$ ts coming in. Before the:war: itwa#
R e nothang, was it? lt was haxdly ahy‘body came :

The appraisal of the- "new" people “tréates" the opp

which defines the old: -

Vi xied ‘backgroul
Cnnaez ative, 2

"From, England.

F!Q




The community has <changed, from the .commun~ | .
ity that I knew. I enjoyed, and liked, the -
. old cnmmunity...thexe are many. things that
2 * 'have happened since the old days becauge I
was one ofr-the, I'm fifty-ohe. And; have - B
. lived. here, except for a couple of years
away,. at:university, 'I've lived here all -my <
& ‘1ife. 'And I know, I knew this community, L. ‘
- knew ‘the people who were Bexe originally the | .
oldtimers, my parents' generation and; ,their ="
children. - But -many -many people have come
&ince. then and, fhere-are very few of -
vere born here and raisedi

b

e z;he th;nga that have happefied.
“days, in-the .olden days,’’
1ikea the community 1

- aiur the_ war®

and “bacuune of r.he .

wit_h - them _" "a = aifferent ouuoox m{ -

_They were " regarded’ as

189

o ccmpletaly dxffetent o ’a‘ "communxty apart: Conse-

a different brsad, ey

Fase the

w190° What. was “ene’ "ditfetence? .The

e A way things vere.

ozxg&nal" peupu also came?” ftom dudzenc backgroumis. “The :

‘the'‘original people came, ‘came  from, ¢ s
- kgrounds. but, we only looked at (- =

.thém as our’ parents with: réspect. And,
friends. Of, our parents.,.ye only, associated ; i,
with -thém"-at these functiona and everything a0 5
was .fine you were a-little boy or a little /i =
g,xrl and; *you know, nothing,- hapyened.“b But; i [ SR
when' your contemponzieﬁ" when peoplé your s ' _ /
_own, age,. come over or people a feW years: | #y, 8
‘.glder Lor ‘younger, d&ad’ their .lifestyle ‘iz ..
a{fferenz, then, these are :people ‘you're .~




go -aréund with.”=<-- The gues-
K “¢verybody «is, if you were in a
community the-size of Montreal or New York
. or_-Toronfo .or _ somewhere like . that,

CIn

!ﬁochild—.. 4 o

ei’y,' for' the

a. ‘the. paxlpective of each unu:on- the n;e' & Wl

know?.

- You

ganerae!.on gup.
And “'the they 're,
E'huy gat in -cliquen.




- the storyteliing, are 'identified. - |

c‘.harting of the Community P

(first. ‘and. second generation ' Newfoundlanders.

B

A

know, it's not the same at all. We had a, we had a
/ young crowd here years ago, but we were younger too

150

of course. We were younger.- And they they used to."

mix. The younger ones. never thought of - anybody
.being sJ mich older as to, no{ to invite you if
there's, anything ‘'going on. It was mixed. = Young
and old together. Thére's-no difference. It made,
" no, difference in- age. See, today it's entirely,
“different. We lhave’a new,. hew generation here.
Shey're younger rthey're different, they're not, that
young eithér. But_ they're a different type of,

s ' different class of people’ than, .than what' we had
‘years ago. Different entirely.l9Z :

g R

~Ip, the discussion to follow, ' the. "difference" (s “gur-

"thér clarified, 'and some of the "real” ideas, “nidden he\und_

v}.,.

'
Fls st Generutxon V8. SECOnd‘ Generatxon

_An und ding of the

's point-of view Lepda’

_ingight “into any -story. The Recsitore;, n Unle ‘e, were;

1937 me

Fwlisgs g .
'axpe!iencas of . each ' generation differed radically which

accounts for ‘the similarity of attitudes winin {each age

'ql’oup and the, ditfarenceu ‘between them. . Stidl, au share an

'amotional, if not romantic.-.régazd £o: the . commumty'a

fronti

- hiistory, ica_casc of” pibneers -and its ' "old

_uxosyﬁcn'cxe.. + The .legacy |of the 1mnigzan:’-

" has ,baenl inherlted‘ by’ tha chudren ana,

with




o s N oA e

- - E 4 %,
5 : o 2 . ~151

B anecda{es, and Yoridin'. stories of the community. _As they
_do so0, :hey engage “ih & dialogue. in which &aeh gemeration L -

asserts its’ -pmm of View and reasnms its link with tné

N Past. ;] ', 2 P
My quesnop, "why Newfdundland?", elicited a series of

_'expnnauons and, descriptions ‘tha; explained the origins of

the communlty- The examples bel ‘;express " the fange ox

"Eve ry-Community"

‘come? -*'Some peopie
- Somé_. people - stopped
to someWhére. elses

3 Jawish people\h&res
"' 5 few, some .Of, the oldtimers, Perlin,
: .7, name" that” comésto mind.. ' Abrahaii, Cohg
‘think ‘s one who ~comes..to, mind, thes
weré oldtimérs here.::They w;{nted t
jof: conditions ing, h
‘were and, ‘would. ¢
these - were norml ‘thi g8 .
;. somehidy Whoi, . who 'was mmeuheze but how' the ey
: got. ﬂomepudy had ‘Come’ here . f£irst ‘an

-~ days. . aspecially... . -In T‘the, .iearky:
: een’* hundreds,'' I'. imaginé, : things were '
ptecty rough -heres . [laughsl ‘They'r

\ t, “why :anyon€ -came< ‘I’ dml‘t.
. know. I Ahink -that, if somebody.might have,
 come: £o. tHe - t;zst place.-they came."to, ; and,.

und. probu
. atnyedg And then, it grew fron thar B

« 3 .Eollou- a’ pattern’ ‘you' 'know, ayer

\ i .. An8, usually:.they get into-the #mall’

. 4 LS " because :I think: they. felt more’ secure
st from smaller: towns, :in,

now, . sort of,

ions there




‘ community ‘in a small town because, of, the .

. e

with Newfoundland by rcotlng thelr Yidd:shkex’
. S TR

. ="+~ the customs and value! of nhe shtetl -

héiit.age,

fordt nes gentle mock y,'

would in the cities because you, just. become’
a' lost soul there. And:they -go -on from.
thére. Instead of living'in .the ghettoes in,
the big city, you become, .a member of the,

seeun:y they feel chexe.”

ﬁrst Jewish inmigzsnca l»inked'éh "ofa_m,unuy"

(Jewishness)
in the New World

community. 'n-. s, faundétxon. couplad with' ‘the comprpmiséa

there .was auo mugh’ humox. With ' £on ness, iand

x ti‘e’mendoual ' colorful people.‘
wa‘s”_'r""‘xa trong, ~soﬂd character  fof

‘one Teason or - another.: Really,.very ‘vexy

interesting 'to see. -
remember,. Banus ‘Levitz,: Bernard; alWays ' us d
to spit: , Spit spit spit. -Cough and  épit. .

.It's funny. [laughingl I was a.kid, you
‘Temémber _ thi

€ things. - You remenmber :;those"
things. Charlie “Levitz = the 'other bzothez
m.a a groce:y -tora on Gower' Stxeet. And.

the ucand geneutxon 1aoks buck‘ )




 fease Lévitz,” who lived neit .to us on [Flavin ;
Street, that's Ralph’s fathery Ard Le§pard's -
N . father, .and they;, haq a store next to-us on. B
Water' Street.- He was a short little .man, . *- .
. . . ' and.he had gladses ‘that: were as thick as D e
g ‘ _this. They'would stand out, like headlights ° ;
E You know? ‘I used to.be afraid of
B ® " .him. He .used fo bellow. and' shout.197 "~ £ o
[1laughs] - . s T ’ ;

Thexg 5 a stoxy about Iaaac Levitz. They.

. had,’they were all at a meeting one -day and,

o , one night, and, they Wwereé sick of the rabbls:

& coming over -and using a halfway

pi @ « .. 7y statiom, and then; 1eaving after, six or - . -

2 séven. montys: and going on ‘the: Statés.. So, - -
(tHey.'said well ‘from .now on, what ' they ‘1l-do

When. they hire a rabb.

= send ‘him;" his money,
\' ".'Ne comes.back, "

.reimburse : 2 :

i ‘says, 'Yes" And. in .the mean:ime we"ll give

~him back.~the money.' —While we're reimburs:

. “ing Nim. 3
. ’ " fhat® reminds ' me..ion een Island -you ' ‘know?
- 4 ‘When 'they weré running the, 'the dance? Ana
=an N *"'thé ‘tennis” club? y
08 T s tuxksy dinner? -

- ¥ evs_‘—‘é_‘—sce:a: a, he says v.'I\don't ‘want' it .-
4 X S0 7 eviscerated I j\mt« want " it all clean.*®

4 : 4 [laughs] . 'Hé was.an old ‘man. Oh,, they were
.beautifal people.r99 NERCL e OO

r [mothér-in- Lo
even' thoyght

- Like, I want :o_ce;ﬁx
law's]. birthday, ' nobody.
- .of it. An'I right?
-"Oh, they #ouldn't hearOf it because thay ¥ 5
. aidn"t know when the birthdays were. . w
- So 1 ‘'said, ‘'Mom;.when was your, blrthday?
I dnn t’ want.“to look in :‘he passport, -1 am’
But, when was.
.your, birt‘hday?' 'We-ell,. it wad' a) s the o f S
. time" “they. .used .. to’’ dig potatoés ' in
. Russia.’, That's “it. -So .it's. around . the. e




. David Saxom.

" the twenty-seven.. ' I don't
) correct . it is. My own mother's birthday
is ‘March the ‘ten. ~She :hasn't got‘ a clue

if it's the “right’ date.zu

truth.’ Wel And quxte ay
Yiddishe'scholar. T !

Pray) with fhe-bést™ of ‘the; rabbis and_what
:not.  And’a gyt humoérist...Bh Gody  “That's
whete I-‘learndd, £ ¢

‘his, pet stor

,driving* alony

.carefully I dri

i you jpass Rennie‘s, ‘the river.: the

there's’a slight incline..
on”’ the gas -you: 'sge’ to go

g utue £as\tet
£.

\nd.; there ‘was,
iteing in.a" chait! " I'm’'telling: you,
-in’ the nidkle .of ]

T, FamesbaE |the “old 4 folked I:evitz~ St
BOtHET~wan

;and grandfachar ye )
:Where' al). the kids, learmed.Yidd
8" “Bor 5:een with vy because* m;
ents  rardly '~ po e" Yiddhh. and” X 2
aynad tollearn it; sand elt c
left out~you Rnow?é

-+, Prayingv.Andi it
tarted. oy} aisbelief: xn *God.;

cindary’

.And * could” daven,
gaven,




. ! At the end ‘ot every pxaye:.seésmn, .and
ere waa, he couldn ‘speak English. Ich ol
mn_nit reden English muss reden in
Yiadish.- [T Gan't .speak Ehglish. .You must
talk in Yiddish:] kay, Zada, Dka Sq i
when, ' were’ fipished davening * and, gbttl.ng
uaﬂ} for. .my bar" mitzval,~~I ,out” of:' the
‘corner- of my eye whxle I was still gaveni

-1'd see’his hand igo in his pocke;. J he'e
an- 0ld .- manh’  you know, . he' " aroung

o R /.« Fipg, . a:little. f‘ive—cent plece. s ing N

el H P ‘hand‘, ovér my "head.. .%Ahh,.'gib’ a - kook.'

. : 1 e w adlh \ THave. a: J. .And then 'l scopped. mev-
v ding din GoJ "cause, I kmew it was: xny Zada.203 .-

)\Kx ~ai u’ Kknow ;- 1d ‘man Stei;quman?‘]'v
zollect ‘money from, Stebaurman
4 hinself -facctor & Bt he had:

vknow whethe: you:

Y
ot

wag going ‘around peddling ‘with'
he ‘married a-shiksa’.’

“married .a goy. [a-. .

tebautnan. - She. had- a

d. ‘a - c¢hild. |

-soldier-afteéri ‘She‘wnnt‘:’vtp ‘the ‘States. -t -
[AK: " So"he wa: eddun{; this. magicdl’ medi~ .:

iving *
€ five or six hiles.. - 5
He was’ reany very podxn. ‘He ‘was ver X very.

~“We: .all, ‘used' to. give : money
-.rtowards. -e “he,: hei should: be: ‘able to’bny‘

& much
©Try to “keep "an op- a tle‘you
R Yaah, e was: lving +4n .a,. an-
1 an ‘old.wooder '
An’ old church‘ where “he lived...In'
the - cointry:! About.five miles.' Just
1ittle village outside of St. - Jehn's.
. tozgetr the name- ot the pxacs now.za 2




The eecdnd genera

cammunxcy as_ an 'om ccuﬁr_ry" }:om-ﬂunicy

less a geographxcal‘ place: thahi.a sfafe of place‘

tiﬁicat:on-

It connolas aut_hentxcxty

the

Jspeakez 8- a8 _ociatxcna

yx th

fonoumg pauagee *edemplify o;ne

Jrange of :denuﬁqau{:'ns i

with bhe ~o1d Country

?azticulaxly na:ewonhy are  the'
. values it xep:esantu"hfm'

iy, equa}uy. sndependence'
Y chhritability. éducation ~and faluly ’

‘This iu vezy nuch an "old Coum: y Jewxsh b n

community . 'too;:" I -believe,' ' Because all . Y
.. those 'people who are here, up until a-few

years ago, were first:géneration 'people.

‘they have. ~the - warmtl

v uloseneaa [of the old Country- paoplg-

U They all came from azounu Minu
places you'know? = And, -
. ;  Jews _there, :veiy .-




was, - no TRy Jews. her. ° Most White
mfssianu,and, a  few, ana‘m That's
al1.208 s N
They “‘all caiie . from that. ‘background.
th"hing.209 . { Bgy adlys g "
on an equal leveli They
Europe..’ They were all ‘immi—
that time -there was nobody
in- Newfoundiand. = Until,' .you
_the -Second World .War, . Well
after ' the Second’. World - War:
ecame -= 'you know when ! th.
here. . So he:e as, zeally. 3 L
et n an ‘equal ‘level ‘As -1 aid
“think anyquy had, : any. ,:more"
educa:ion‘ there mighi i dd -

¢ Well’ mot of ‘them care” £rom) . &
~Tike *- this. you™ know? ' (LiKe
‘Levits They, .-

caie fxoni.' I¥don

. Just ‘canme; from: very poox :
1lies. : My’ mother 8 father; was 'a. teacher. -
.I'@on‘t/know what my grandfather did. -:I
‘~'couldn't, tell Tyou.: never. heard,. “Some
of !'em, ‘you, know when;} I start talking to
Motgis “Gordon /starts. telling me.
abolt . stories 7 mother = and- my
gzahdmomer who ‘were sisters and, they had -/

jealous when " they 86ld a bs.:,'o:- herring or- "
‘something, ‘a, few something 'in
the store and "they'd get jealous. if" one
‘had' more; -than  another.. ;- ’mﬁ if
they took\ in - two; ‘hundre dollan’ for.' the
.year  they 'were wealthy people.” " That's -
the. the: baékgrounu ‘th&t Alot’ 0( ‘em- came ’

hops - there. < they'd  get , .




. very few, o
ofmal  educa~' w o x

fromy as /1,
- that came over. with ‘any
@ 57 tion.212 R

supported ' the - families wel]
great' deal of thdt, and. t
* strohg., 'And I ‘think .when-thdy' were needed”
m~ the business, they were there. 13

4 . The first generatioh came to Newfoyndland .

he  oye

A S
elsewhére in North' Ameriva: "one.b‘mu
.ol 2d4 -

- lyoll, ;e...when ey ¥Ycane over; \
' “said . one’ would biing -the other.

P

. Xnow every

Fiddler on’ the Roof 1 cry.

‘. .get. a -better- relation and y
% s 4. ' . mother. Who emlgxated in, just béfore’ the

.t . , First Worlrl War And" I always' think.of the
2 bringing his daughter. to go - .. e

. oh the'ftrain when: she waé going to-Siberja.:: )
And I ‘can tmnk of ‘her gxandfnthek, here

‘he OF

upon
aunt . 80 ‘they wanted . to
‘for.-ber cause ‘they' knew:
And- this was. -
b v I "

there: was’ho 1if
why, -the

#T gy LAl ] ...whanevez anybody 'came,_ uell, ‘whén one nan‘
- e came over.‘he'd ‘bring over his.whole £am11y 1




] >
" The _in;mgnnt_'a' initiation,’

nist of - .the" rudinentary

over. “and, brought his, "biothers,

. to, I know I had three aunts, livirng with us
at one .time Before ' they got. married
Celia, Marian and 'Norma. Three of - thei
And - Celia ‘was ~married in’ -our Fouse
there was that Sealing of, you 'knoow,
not like todd¥, ' wherg, it's an impos
if somebody stays. with you you 'know. -
in those days, they'd have three and four, I
think,” Chaika - Wzlanbky used.. to have three

_time, -and ithey all shared.

quesucn .about

g You have - to

start’ making -a -1iving,’ had to go: off,
fight for. youuelt. That's all.
i "Come . on;

¥
nice you Know. - Vezy mca.217

-[AKz: Who i;elped vour h,uaband,gé't started?]
No nobody" helped himl. - We helped ourselves.

-~ He Liset, he startea thh juat. with noth-

of péck-peddling goodls arourid the iuand.

s-minded pioneer:. o - E

y And, they'd all live:
together in one house, until,. they were able -

and four families living_with’ her, at one

¥°u knou., They were

iyl
in nearly e‘v'g{y.casa. was’

the

Baz:h'

fa}ly saga conmences un.h a peddler. the Evexyman pxo:ago-
He :yprxed

to . the " Ne A srsRe Tae &




Well that .was the custom. - ‘Anybody used: to o
-come * to Newfoundland. Perlin was 'in the h
. 5 wholesaie: busines’s. .And he +had a ‘lpt “of -y
P kS © stuff, ' like,. . for- the cour\try ‘you know? - All B
g © they knew . when ,they came, takés. the pack on .

& N ° your ‘back,” go' in .the:. country . in, 'smalil’ - :*°
villages, go around?and, -

all théy they knew; . -How

. . -.- . went §o ing big you “

p . "I“hey re au peddler‘ " Bveryboly ‘came here
d 3 was a- peddle:‘except, Dr:. Miller, “And, ‘some
of the iamily now .‘1ike . me, and -my . brother,
. v @ you know, bu the rest of 'em;” they were
J ¥ . T - all peddler. All, Eurqpeans.’.lIt ‘Was qu;te_

> in:ernting; ' Little . ‘country, you
know?220 2

e o nal message- ‘candazdned, mar_\-_ex-pf cht J.and " well-woin,

- o wén now you ee,
“ . that ‘you'ze:in.an

v 1ife today, than
ago or sixty ea: agH
“€lements, were isolated B u
. map of NewfqQundlind, you lca3ed at- the map, *
; the bnly communities, were around. the coast, - ..
; - ok-on the railay,line, And to get . One
s ‘. . t.little séttledent to the othex 'eithér you'.
¥ . 7 'had to..go-by ‘train, or :by boat.
LR settlement had say thirty families
. . fanilies.. Fifteen families. 'So my
come on the boat, and getToff,/and he'd _go’

- . . .from-door to, door'.’ ‘And he sald; ’ whatéver, e
oy . they could now, “when they start getting “up’ -« ®
where they had, majybe £ive hundred | dollars’ P kP
orth -of  Merchandi ithey 'had tranks With
Jghem that thay a ta : and they 4 go in. and




dis 3
¥ o« take house .- And.. sﬂme‘boﬂy'd go_ say’,
i .~ 'There's . a peddler here. And  they'd
. « ' come up to the -house ahd l:‘hey gét' a bit of.
¢ underwear,. a.bit -of : cofton, whatever
+' ' they. carried, ‘they woull -sell. ' And, then.,
when that was qone, they'd write "the letter,

to Mr. Perlin, .the Jewish ; x and,

; . he'd send it Sut L ith next plat:e. _E

. where they wére gonna be kae
. | time.. And that's:how. everyone
g.ke ‘that . 221

rufeas'ons 50,

.- gomething
. They "aidn’t.
“had  te. do.

something 1B
' to_get- some’ goods ‘and - go_sround./peddling. and
- it, > My unele was doing the-same thing
cane.. SO when.we: came says,
pqck and'qo firom door to dder you
mey, smoke. come .lput knacx ‘at the
auqhs] That *s’al

h like on a Thursday?- - The Friday they togk
*, | bhim Gown andgave
[AK: “Who's Lhey
The. - brothers. The older; ° the brothers
--looked -aftef. him," gave : ‘hin a pack, and put
; hin . on the train.: Says,  ‘'Go:' Couldn't
o, s R ow apeax\sngluh. Well hie could because hé
livedin England for’six months.: Sée, s0.h¢
- . © coild “spemk about, . three words . or.. some-
t e .- ‘thirigs J\nd tha 'S low he started ff 22

"Wy £ather - carte 1?:5; My fathdr came here

im some merchandise.
7]

“5‘5 it in

taiogue, - the youngest

‘testimony

the easiest way; °




I had no choice to'go-with the pack...Now I . %
. _.had one week holiday. When I came héreq. My

~~ - “brothers .give me one. week holidays. * And’

? ~.they they’ teu me, - 'B-zothex,» go on fer your-

self. ---—" you'te on your own., Make

your own, and 1 dia\224 $ B

XY . . P M

_"Wny aiuays/"dry. ‘goods?" 1 gsked: . . %k

y . <t
\-\/ : - In Newfoundland? ,nohody.- kriew bet- -+ .-
G ter, that's why. TheReis a lot of better - +
3 : bisiness . if, they didn't fake to. dry ~
: = S There's a lot of money inthe real®
ou-know. And, whem—y start to,
.estate or buildings. _ That”’was
big :business., . And Perlin,. the ‘first: one.
-he: cane «he staréed a ‘dry goods,
11

- A atoxe on wate'u - tteet was the am]:godxmant ami symbol' of

the 1mxgtam s dream, i p_eddizug wa's ' the' rite of initia=

\ tion, Water,Strest: was.incorporation; it CTI ted the rite: [ °

s of passagei-’ .

year or - twd. they: made feu Tt
: quit ‘peddling.” And, opened ‘up a

Nty ™3 = ? store “on Water treet.. ~ And thatwas—the,—-
ig- thinga.,That was . the ‘only"street. uhexe R
. ..* Tthére was-.busifiess. 'l mean -St.-John's, “only ‘ -

s . ... up’td- .the, last; -fifteen .yéars, that we’ hd.

S * '~ any.of these, shopping center Before up A
to 'fifteen years ag evexxbodx;-,

- : 4’ " ‘Water . Street: . Everybod;
% o - sz:ee:~ _$ee, you otta " go. hacx.lzs







¢ . L v( 'Othe'r‘ accounts expdéed~ the myth. and explained the app’éata_nc'e a

s the reauty as_ ‘this “individual does via anecdote »a‘ndr

i oppositxom S

ou. khow at oie time it. seemed " that
Ythe...downtown -} was .run by Jewish people. .
Reau.y it-.never ‘was.- But. there were .a lot:’
‘. more’"than "there -are no Where's only-a o 2
handful, ‘a couple how:" @ But, -;in the  old « N e
.days, there. were a_lot more of,ls. - I remem= ' N
ber onettime, - getting involved with a guy * .
: ho!‘cang from Europe, who 'went through'the o h
(N . yar.” A young fellow: around my age.  And,.he § .
G- ‘had- a business' going, he-sdid,  'Let's, put a,
L ¢ el big ad ip the paper on Rosh Hashonah sayin
Lo 0¥ T g7 U the following , stores ui II be closed:'  And.
S . . .-.we.took out: a_ full age ad, "and ‘we pisted-
RIR . 3 ‘all ‘the stores, trying to get these Q@eople
< .pot. to come. ‘downtown, " which ‘was .the" only *
Eﬁce- to‘phopy at ‘that' timei. And. we said, | -
“'Look.” If f thele places, are- closed we;" E {
. 90 down then.  We won't. lose 50 much. i e
business,' %'cause we nlways close, our - . ..’ ’
“itoge, contmuea . to . ‘lose,” - om.‘Rosh .l -
~Hashonah. .- And ‘Yom KxEEur. I remember doling . -
that that one time. . Gett:mg involved .inm,
11 it wasn't a veryvnice, thing "to do.. We' ' .~ il
just” had an ultericr motive to, it. .But, at o
- ‘that time ‘at'least ‘there wexe hough people
i ty, to make. list. ''Now, s you know. -
e Ut just, ~wouldh't be- unxthwh Especially
ge [laughs1232 4 _" Ay




Newfoundland govexnment [ §

. = 1s he?. How?: T .

~‘Oh he's a, Chauman of the Board qt quuor " G
control." It, is, such’ a~posi‘tion, but ‘he' i

s L Hot. . the' Chairman. - He's a chairpan of «* -~

the sectmns" o! he BQard of quuox‘

M goadneas.,
¢ “tically] i .
~ Yeah.. He really went ah}ad\ As IODH a:\

he got nut of, :he shoe bus’i}@ .

How imp:esa ive.

for ‘my. imp{es;:qna of this commumty s’ *:ginu,v one would

surely be!"smi11." ‘Asione fo:mey peddler summdd up the era: i

AL CI 'Su_gﬁa‘t'!‘_huw tﬁey. athered up - aiter Work.

e . . They: *settled. down - here...So anyway, the L
Ve <1l -story 2314{ very; = very little, ito- talk’ .

. S e abbut.

* and: ‘ancther ‘eva_luatad": the ‘bﬁa}nea?’ xg'we?nqx

3 ; Dhy N

Wl There wasn 't’ too. many, ‘J’l with~ great
- imagination. .:with great f£1ing¢ - ‘For busi- °
ness: -For entergriu. 35 T

| 5 2

Daéicx&pf;ions ftequently. fqvornd

small®’. mazchantu, o nuuo'"ninﬂed" tl::ink- Sl




dldn t gp to school. . 1 diﬂn t have
know. - 'Cause I had to go, I had to go
jht. away to 3' brotheza they wouldn' t keep K .
/me- they saidu. = . il S 4

e - i
“This. same mar aﬂggd .me -t

replay the. tage at the’ end o'f.ou: :

‘interview. 'l«iewa’s uncomfortable, enbérrau'ud, to heaz l-us

ow7 vmce. whe‘ ‘mine interjected, Ts announced to his« wife, .. "

“Now that 5 English‘.“ g A e P "'_‘ .

p: 'i"he topic :in .tand‘emr “with @iminution . was ;education,-

explained as cause and effect: g . %
o7 5 . : [ = E et
g '..most'pf them' ynd vexy little’ educauon : % 4 ) v
%, %g. The ' first settlers. They .-all _came o
B SN rom little vulagas. . You ' must realize
- 7 B . that, a dre years ago, education as you,
B 5. g @ gt x understandy; ‘was, pestricted. qut, icr
wasn't devéloped. And, it was certainly not”’
£ open "to Jews. ---= With' the exceptxon of . 2
very few.' 50.237. 7, N '

e . From. education care, theausaqcilatioﬁ with uuxviyal: L

E ‘ s Weu 1’ weht to n Rugsian uehcol. But,” here
F . 1 6\idn t-.go: to -school. ---= Just picked ;Upy

5 there ‘was no Jewish Eamiliea there 8o I had , : L

. e to pick up the English language. My - -brother s PR

B ,bad a st8¥e. And.1 used to, help him.out in

‘the store, and the customers used ‘to ask me - RN
*for things and that's the way I, picked:it | :

. up ‘and I'learned.. And I. never’ went to i

. school."but . I carn read ‘and‘ 1 ‘can :write
Engliuh, T can. 238 ;

-

'u ndver forget Hmn I, when I : u{;‘n ‘there,
+ and -1 wanted to go,  and ‘I want-d to get % .
gone, envalope and paper, there was a store .. .u ' o 0 7
.down’ below, yo! khow '4,. half a bl ck or -n~,
~and -1, .1-.went) i a “ba
1ooked at =




.

et

" 1\;*)

va

R R
Ii he éver heard me aay thn he'!

Lithe,
“read or write English. -

-'all..'these t.hinga ‘and he“

- of . the'-'same thing,
floor. ‘yAnd. When she came’"back she'd’ enter.. .

couldn't . speak’. a* word of -'English.
myself; pafer and enveldpe...You learn
.learn .you lea;n. You. learn. ‘You :pick. up.:-:
.[AK: 'Wasn't it soary, to go out there Qnd
not’ know the Yanguage?]:

What’ could® you do? You had 'te make el .liv—\
ing.239 i

. but my uncley. the deaxest' man;” in. the world

i1to me’right now:..Ran a'grocery sta *ang, .1
don't: know if they:’ eveg.;told you. " .But: he,
doesn't ‘read - or write, English.' - He..réads,

" he...used .to read Hebrew.- He used to' read.
the Jewish papers.. But. he ‘never ‘dxd
Ands, he and anny.
‘ran’ a grocery store' and if. Fanry had:.to go.

out .and/ do’ scnsthing, tor“pay a bill or .go
LAl e et ‘“somebody, ¢ame in,
¥c the store, to, charge. _He would;\vhatever

the custqier tcok he would \‘.ake an ther ‘and
put ‘it on- the 'floor. -’
Teally -a marvelous- idea.

‘so camg'tin, had-a. tin of bean:
of milk and,: somethingnelae

ol t‘wgemembe:
and* maybe two ‘lots of ‘customers
So-.as “long -as he" had anothbx .one
he'a. put-

everything ..
came " ins

it “in ‘the book...yaah.

-I Y.ink i
txutp. [luughslz'm

his. father..
.He  made: himaelf.

name.

circumcize, bBoys “you . know. ° 8o - he

.job on one boy he almost.killed“him.  That's
" rlght. . Never: forgot . that...They -thought

he's ex, he's OK. . IR

[AK: . .What was his hame?]

Shmuel ‘Drenum ' was. his nane i!is specialty,
¥ : ‘Albert tcbacca He  used

"Upstairs on,
his. line.®

He had his - tobacco and sold’ it
you knau. 3




Did ‘ne 1cle respec in the’ community?]
n ald umex you

_ﬂeuxsh vvaluee‘. ‘leazning;

S wpd assmuanan.“? Rhetcrically. .educatlbn vias tcplc that

"ﬂ‘aet thJe genezntions’in ppouition _- 'l‘he ﬁrs}: genetatmn was

fcx its lack of educa-

N 'l‘hey were all, relat ly. small’ merchapts.’
s "% .As I.said...and this ‘cauged by, you ‘know
L . the -fact 'that, none¥cf -'em, :had. What: you
"would  call ‘any :formal education. - Oh,. there
ight have- been, the odd'one...aut \t‘:ey, none
£

became what you.would ¢call\big busiz
people because I told .you they. were,.
very . narrow-minded ' in'.:/tHeir \:thinking. and
‘that you 'see; .and,.none of 'em ‘-=-= "you ‘know
uld've been the Bowringn “and ' the
They, - they. were

-] ltuy lmall,‘_’ and . nuke A
good uving for their. fanily.‘ N




'Hell years' &go.
see, . everyt}ung
. yeats ago. .ATher
it is. fod
“to. what‘ i
‘gled. ‘To-.make a. :Living.
[ bit weal(:h:er and,’ some " Wer 3 4
o . -even 'today it's the same *But,
people dre, well, 'I - tell you, -'yéats ago, . the-
..., education wasi't 6. important:® Years . ago.
e dxdn t thlnk of .educating’ years ago,
Everybody started thlnk-

bmpanson i it
this is: a'heaveﬁ,.

So you ve ‘got’ to,l try ‘to get
:, §i'ty?’” or.you try, got to.try to
make’ | yout’ twelfth‘ To be something.
Ang, " e 1. ‘you ,didn't —think ‘of
ried to ,get out xn-.
into- the woxld,v d, “get gqing for ~yourse‘1£
+to ‘stand .on: your- own - fee Tried: to. get
umet.hmg to do, to. éarn, éarn ‘a few donaxs
80 you “could “buy ‘some- clothes? And” dress up
a little 'bit and, " go- out " -for a-‘gnod time?
Get. .in:with . ‘bhe g:u’l :
| that's At 244

s the beut ':hing? You [
What's  the pest: the child... Good educa-
tion,” matry well Have' a 'prosperous  1ife
-and; you' know everything:  Jt's’ like ‘orie of
these latteu you' get ; from uonebady once
I, Aay!ng, "Evarxthing s ‘b-m‘xutul

hqve




'huspand gét. a pzomctmn,\ my daughter 5 a,
nior ‘valedicorian.and. then,. this  one'
Lifa .play,, ‘leading “robe'. and, s you go-!
and ‘on ‘and on. So-every, evezy parent wants -
the best-' But .the ones ‘that ‘were.lere, ue:e S
not; 'I, mean I'm talking ‘about -my ‘parents’

Maybe' five nights a-week.:
' Sealy Cove, out in the . countkyland.
have/a 'game. that. afterngon,’and ‘then
ceme back and: have - .game that

Y’
they'd

ut, why | I
‘hat, . they .didp‘t - have, -
ere oxigxnally ‘really - had.
mal education‘ - S0, T' “think ©

say ‘while -I ‘didn't ‘have, I.
would- likesto ‘give 'my’ child so...everybody
hady to T mean,, + there was' no,
such: thing as. rot; everybo y is fnz upiver- '
ity . everybody. 'had to: go . to’ unxvanity g
whather ~you aid:well ‘or not. . And you. knou,
‘as long. as’:they, got :through,” -a i
.their -brow, . *Thank ~God we g

’vety ﬁE; dropoutss _Grade ,eleven- dian

5
i inish,; four: .years
«But’ that whnt. A

~you ‘Khow., . Most'.:
ducaunn for 'their ‘children,
£ ad it _themselves. 8o, you

our parents anly wanteﬂ ‘two thxngs foL
v 'nm best education that ‘money could 'buy )
. Wer ©  all ‘sent gta, college
‘and we onLy ha ' two years here he ; univer
A -ity: was' only ‘4, college'. thehn’: you were
/‘Sent here for two’ and'.then on to_ Montreal or:
uheuvex. And, the ‘other ‘thing' was toset
‘yoit ' up’ either in'.a. profession, ér in .busi- :
(ness. t was the,two: ‘main’ things'. in life~
LT S S, 7. rthat 'bur. parents . drilled 1nto us, £ro, Q.
13 R ‘ti}:b we could, unlk 246 g

e




t _‘ As t‘he s&:ory goés, dnce .the youngex ﬁecple leit for

'Toxonta ‘or Montr‘eal, or. elseuhere. there ‘was: no zaason for "

ox.her t’han go:ng into? your,
& ‘247

h).ch very t"ew wapte

Watex s_t:raec,

as. thexx' childxen"s" A

me over and ovet.

ldren at the helm;

ights ‘set "o ‘more disf.ant horizonb. Thig was one_'

»Nubody, 'seened\to cb]ect too nuc}: ko moving v P
away because’ you gotout .of, you'khow.what = . -
. can you: do, -what .is ‘there! hére. - You" know?::

+-Go to the.big clty ‘and, ‘become..a doctot or
“marry a. dcctor, or someth;ng~243 :

due, in pg:t, to the pn:entn insietenca that theiz child‘ran




: L,

it was

‘o When' the, immigrants :came here it was. ﬁna'l
i . -home.. for -them.. I-don't think my father, -
o 23 * ' any’ of his® £am1lx, or any of his, contempo—-
i e “ - raries at that time, ‘ever had any f.\mught of
: y G leaving New(oundland. --.They didnt éven --.
well ‘of course,” it''was a different time.-you
know ,like .1 ‘was .gonna aéy retire “down to
'.Flc:ida anything ‘1ike 'that " you know, noné; 6f
" . ‘em; had any.'ideas hke that. this ~ was their
e T s F Thors As, far "asi -their c}uldren, some.” came .
- {0 . 7. back and some didn't,249

AR . W, a® ' - g

e

.. 6. o .-t You see .what ‘happens,.. the' parents' come .
% ? _over. ' They makesa business. ' Sopehow. 'They . ) .

k) ' ‘make. a’ living..' .They- *educat:e their kids. Taem R B

§ .. " And the kids don't Cclte “ back . m==- they re g Y

% palfp " N .. mot gonna come back.2 %

F S , Lo > R

Dy ’l‘he echued ery. isy "Bverybody s kids are gone."

Limited educational oppo:tunity was not the only reasun

that Newfoundll\nd held no future fur subsequent Jewxah d
genexations. The minority comunity Was s:nnply too small to
perpetuate' its’ own"culture and’ ussuza th" continuation o! £

§ o G
5 W G Jewishﬁuntity among - tha younqex

W: th'a. t;adx tmn

’
aewuh pnrents had

woundland, -the chances were good . '




s 'éantamoun‘t to_death ‘and cause for parental mourning-.. The

situation “presénted a painful:dilemsa: ' intersarriage po)aéd

‘a- threac to cu’Itutal survxval, sending- "the chxldxen away

thbeatened the commumty 5. longevity',fn Newfoundland. In

nost, cases, it wis the fear of 'the former .that‘ took prece--.

. denc’e and preci’pitated Ath'e .exodhs. Ma‘n‘y chil‘d‘xan wére aent;. .
. L)

away to be educated W th the’ idea that they ould be more

"¢ likely to meet and man-y someone ‘o theix ‘own” thith. Below,7

the ramhcat:ona of that despezate ieax of bxeakxng tha

chaxn are explained by a membex ©of the’ second genetatlnm
4 i | ot ;
A o . . Wiy e

% The difffculty here, in this community with,:

‘children,' was,  the fear of intermarriage.
. So, how- did you overcome this, was by send~
4 ing them off 'to school of course educuion .
g . wasn't -as gpod. in' ‘the" old ‘days. . Memorial
- v Universify. 'when I went there in -the: late
§ 4 forties, consisted .of, ‘four hundred. stud-.
w § 5 ‘ents. And, no degrees, were- ccnfezred- It
= was a, Univeruty Collége. ‘-And, so we ‘all ... f
went off to Dal or McGill or, UniVersity of =
Toronto ‘or, _wherever' and, usually, tried..to- W~
make sure ‘that you hitched, you got' hooked ' ..+ -
L'up with somebody.r while .you were . away .
; ¢ because if you ‘ever. came “back to ‘go intd,
i g e whatevep pxo{anion _you were going - -into,  -and
) you didn't have & Nxfe .it, meant, gcing» on-a
shopping spree, sc ‘to- speak ‘for' & .wifée to
"Montreal which a.lot.of’ the people ‘fxon shere
‘did. + And, most of the time ‘they worked<out,
‘sometimes. it:'didn't. “‘But, in the old days
whoever-“you' ‘married ‘that. was it in ;
Lyour, life, .and-there was no.such.'thing  as,
you ‘know, - what c ‘we do? aepa:ate divorce 5
H there ‘are -very., few thut, I was i 5nty
e 'ione' of the Eiodaer in chat Eield.25
[chuck\l.ea] K R 5




174

1 asked Whether there, was-macchmaking" to which'he_ responded

eeein ntreal,‘ thexe was aluays an abun— -

* . dbnce women, “for. men. ‘Have’ I got a L .
e LT o daughtet for ' gou.! +.But, I ' suppose, it e
2 wouldn't' be done- professxonall'y. Ix coul 4

i .t ¥ ]ust be 'a friend would have' somebody lined EE
. up ' for somebody, .or - 'something - like’ that. .
There was, quite a bit of this- going on
.thére were, oh . quite a few guys came over, " L . .
after- the war who were, who' were” single and,. . M S

L who, found bx:des, in- dii(exent places -in
§ ° « - Montreal, and .Toronto. "I always, thcught it
5 ‘ was a terrible'thing, 'to, have to go, say'1I,
- I'd like.to get .married and I don't know,, #°
U . - just goy looking around. = I, think @ it's'an "~ -
E . awful t%g ‘when’ you, yeah it!s not ‘a normal .. .
‘- way of finding somebody. But, the the this, @ " -
_fear_of our parents, wanting to, ‘make sure ' ‘- ¥
X that we married,. Jewish and I gan see their 2o
. 5 1 can- see this. I can't, &rgue against’ i
i that. It's . just .that today, things axe. : ER
quite a’bit aifferent, alcng that field.252 S “

The man Xbuve went. away ,1: return!d. 'so

‘Such 1s the 8

" returneds

at uge sixteen agnxnst hsr w:tll: 3

Coeo - Well my patants felt. they told me I had toi ¢ ' .
3 marry a Jewish, boy. _There there was .no -, ' E
g % v. 0 .. question about’ it ‘in-their’ ‘minds ‘and I had !
. K been duting. non-Jews +and,. I 'was. getting P
(_’ - sericus,-with one: .-And--they ‘decided it was
. ,away. And break- it up. My
~a ter ‘my father' had' died many

mother,
years, |
. said she v:euld
but my fath-r wohld not. - Wouldn't. hear - of
A 8 they ".obviously.  .felt t.hut‘
.our ahunce toz ha pine&i'uould. ha nctdnsed




that; we would Bt K
Th the way - they -felf..’
they- brpught . from the ‘old: Coun-;

o Y€ ~1like ’:emember.

pxegty good . cons:denng
4 nuxed togethex gro! 1ng up.

to the’ States, I d;dn t,hpve “any choice,

Moy o g apat went’ out to ‘Kansas:City, ““that  was . defi’
. " linitely to _find OAJewxsf\. hunhand.‘ At Ttha

-time...No, I .never wanted to -leav Neyer.
As a matter of fact,”I.
never . leave Newfoundland
Hav:m‘g to’ 1eave.,2

_ For'-bthers, '‘the’ decision agaihstv

; . I went, wnh a Gen:ile, Chzxstian boy
5l e @ w+..  for three and a half -yea: sceadux.. Prac-r
o T g tically seven: nights 4" week. " And” that's: the
% o 0 truth.. And,-who wanted “to.’ “ha. 'y but "I.°
. Bl AR ‘wouldn't. marry . ‘him - because™he wasn't Jew:
o . .ish. . Now I didn‘t have that’,great Yid@ish-
e s g I_@idn't have the ‘Iidd;-ﬁfeit buty 1.
WL e knew . that,  had I married him tﬁat in, 1ater.
i . ' .years pgrhups, ‘or, youw ‘know e " pxobably, )
s wouldn't, be: happy, beécaug didn't- think
T \ﬁ;e would be happy- - You Kno..  And vide. -
g i Versa. '.1 T juat, couldn't do it.<.255 .
* Rl Sy | s

,‘.‘ In' several\aa'nsas, fear .. og interm ztiage- pzﬂasenﬁad»




~you™ -Know?'- Because
nt ild:en wére,. . ‘mingling;
. fti the ‘dentiled. 'cause there: were,

‘NG~ Jewish; - childrén ~ here, - very . few ‘you
. know? - 50 ‘a# sogn’ as' the children wpuld
-£ifiBh,* junidr. -high

..,

Well we~left om account of the -childrehi. We
. - had, ' another’ son-and a daughter. so -the '
kS da.ughtez was eight. years old. :We’ dxdnt
want them to grow up among'the goyim the:e;
*and* get ‘mixed” up ~ with_ marritges and all

‘that. you_ know, prol ah].y, there's about
jnfty or\ nxty percent of .the' Jewuh ‘popula~
tion tha ve, in’ St. John's "are .mixed,
‘marz iag farriages. you know? 'So we: didn't *
want- t‘hac to happen: So, my- sor, .was' what,
+ he.was fourteen yehxﬁ .old.. ~And‘-the girl

was, eight. we' eame over here, - just

' bécause we  -didn’ t. want:''em to;s bnng up
\among ‘them,” \Iaw.i'sh, penple.?‘md get, ‘more . .
of a.Jewish educut;nn you know? ’l'hah 8 why
uts
must jnve‘ ‘been a connict theni”
stay . 'in a' place . that you -really’
rt: of make ‘compromhsm, ‘or

7 3
‘Yeah, v saw, what's. happen-
ing there: with ‘I -mean, -they had . no -
to go. with,. ‘the goyim:
b i “and, boyl and “girls 'you - ..,
kljw? Anﬂ, they were getting ‘friendly- wieh
the, ‘with them " you know - Bg you c’n nee
what's. gonha happen you khaw?z

= on acqcunt of ‘ithe' chilaxan. : e . not
sorry. ' We  'wanted. to giva the :.ch) ldran a
Tewish oducutj.on- Jewhh enviropment 258

Melh ~ieswlat p:o’npced us to,’ mov& out. is .-




-The reason 1 lcame hera” [to ‘Torsntal.
3 © 7 kids...there was .£0o" ‘many- Gentile peopl,e

there, 1 didn't, I wanted to mike a move to,
get out. tzom st. _Jdohin's.259

r:onsequenuy. Sy exadus depl

“f

qrandbhlldt}en. "But, that was uby choice; " says . one ‘man.

"l‘he parents.u.wanted :heu k1ds brougm; up, uthexw}se. ém\ S

KAl SR they shlpped fem out: o :hax/’ was- why' there's nnbody dest

here. Had they not ‘been'. 50} adamant, he reasons, we could\

héye ma intu

: or Ietu:ned. But_once they ‘wete out,’ "they’ didn't’
c‘_..2«50‘ h ;

want to- com back tn Newtoundlan
S

Gentile

IVI Jew vs

Intermarriage was a| topic- which ! introduces .the, second

_Gentile. '. Auong\ the:

.\ major - thematic oppesition: Jew vsi

_associated with this- theme ‘are: ' anti-Semitism, "

topic

y, and stéreotype. The \emergent ‘hessage . is

1-._st= but‘ d

F "+ paradox: ye ax £fer nu'

eople just acdept you ‘for What you ares s
fBut * they do know 'you: know ' there “is, . the o 3
barcier ‘there .that we are-Jewish and’ th B - .

. The rhetoric_is, the, apertu:a th:ough which a

oh community's: Jewish ‘idéntity is vibual¥Zed.. It mirrors




—— Ve

_-elf-uage _and windows stereatype; it :-A
‘\‘ refl!cting on™ iuels and“ hagining sn snge tc out}idexl %

ing ‘in., LIRS

':he ccnunhy. eaxlieat yeau, when - the first

\pedﬂlexs were ‘ travelling around u-wscnnduna s my, iso-

ated cutpozt-, Jewl, to , most ueufoundundexs, were -

. strange n\:mnevax beto:e\anecunnzae. ‘l‘he paddlex‘u were \
'cultuul _pioneers, and their stories express tha.h-’ b:btar-

sweet expetiencel “aroind the bay."

There ‘was, nnt cne fctlner peddler ' uanting iqr an “immedi~ ,

Itg lupetlltivl when asked labout hll tlppol’t \iith thé NGH-

ioundlmdet‘.s

¥ 5 ‘The peuple ln the ccmntry, Bewfoundlapder,
; are’good as gold.. There's nok.bettBr in 'the
" . ‘world.'. Because I, the way I was treated;
° :when "1 ‘used to go the pack, they
‘. wouldn't charge me for, when ‘I stayed over-
‘night. - and they, nothing. Just just just, .
wouldn't 'no mo 1o, “my son, wouldn't 3 |
. . -7t take nothing.' Were good ---- g ple.-
~* .. .- Real, really good .pecple uewf?um:Iu. z
7. . .. ~And they're good people now. I think ‘the
.- .. best.people’in the world.262 :

" WalY} ‘we, need ‘to oo ‘azounds #he Pecpla were

AT _wvery . nice. Newfoundlanders. are . very, . . ,
N " friendly you. know? And, you could go any- ‘
-time, late ‘at night nobody'd’ touch you- at N

R ' ‘night. .And, they'll ask you you want a cup

. © of téa, you want, " averybody call you
Very ‘friendly.263. -

3 « Yy i

g 35?_1_ “the cenuu-, the ,neighbors, ‘v
F ‘very (uy. “All over N-w!qundlnnd. The




nice would swing back with “that . inevitable ‘superlative and

uhexmen are .extremely friendly.  Hospit-
able."~They're poor people. But the litale
they have, . they. want to share. . Wonderful
eopie e : g .

clear thé record: 8 by . -

" ...in some? places it happened, that; you

*Everyorie -claimed :mé\ anti-Semitism did not exist,

exauples

and help you

knows 'you go ‘over to a door and, rap. the
door and, &nd, they get saucy and they says,
'get out!' . But, not very, very many, that
does . that you: know? The country, I was
mostly in the country-everywhere travelling
around? I .£ound -everything; .’perfect.

‘There, the woman from the houses

you know, the rooms, and then the Wintertime
is very cold. 5o, they always used to have,
the” bed warm. - Used,  to, put ‘the | hot
[chuckles] hot water . bottles in ‘the bed,
before you.go to bed you know? . And,-I.-‘found
them ‘te{y very.good. Better, Better some of
then, \to be, to be im; youi-own.home..263

of xapport vere cited frequently:,

.You - ‘would riot find it 16cally. . You .really

wouldn't find it. My father lived Nere a

‘lifetime as well  a d just . never found any

anti-Semitism

‘open’ up -their -homes
T

from every one of h “That .the Newfound-
landers. opened’ up their homes and. what
ittle they had .and, they had very  very
little. . Because it was. a very very ‘poor
countfy. They were willing tgo-share.and to

.‘hélp them -any way they could...My mother,

nother aistet, ‘Auntie Celia, came over
f.ogethet our* mqther. sent. “for them and

they  came ov&,\ And. they travelled on.the

ear stories like that .:

;‘179‘

an

"n.asz Wh5ES <o belied that, in fact, not ever eryone was’. -
. -




also. inuxnu&tions to the contrary- ‘The, tones of the.( pass
-

‘ ages below demonstrate o

or _ambiguity, 3

boat  from_ ‘Liverpool, to - St.. .John'si- And’
. Auntie Esther.had told somé people that sdme
sisters were ‘coming over, on the boat, ‘from
¢ ‘Europe because: ‘a’ lot of thede, goyishe . &
peoplé, ‘had gone; to Englahd’ to. buy. Buyers % e By
for the various, department stores...So they ¥
recognized.  these ‘two” sisters’ who couldn't o B 0
. speak, .and"they were so 'sick,. they couldn®t 1 :
“eat,” and ‘they were-very helpful to then as &
. best they could. 266

& As' a',yé.ung, féllow, ,1 was," quite ‘athletic-
ally ‘inclined.  And) -and: played football,

+ baseball, not -hockey, soccer;..And we-\used
to go. to.various towns, and, rever I ¥ 2
went, 'oh yes,: and ' we would be  Put: up, i % o
_hiouses. Ang I was always accepted, as a.\L s i
, ilam=

insinuation,

- I-don't recall overts® open nnt)—semxtxam.
don't speciﬂcally Tecall it.268

'[Axx Did you' findiany anti
a11?]
< No.. No. I must say, no.

= The people here are ]I.IBC marvelous.
don't know, just, what they feel, ingide,
but they never- show' it outwardly. “I must
say, very very frig¢ndly., .never turned
around’ and, called you'by ‘any. name, 'as you
do.in, some parts of Candda. ou - kriow, *
When they .say,. 'sheeny,'- or .'b oody Jew,
or something. : Never--heard- that:,: -We




“were, in business. . We had a grocery “store
for “thirty-five -years., '-Never - had .any -
. experience of any description

“est zeapecc. And they' say th:

name,” that we, ‘could put’-up anywhere, tha_nk
‘Gog: ioned,

W¢ " never heard, it ‘once - me;
“ the q‘ew‘ to “us. P







hhndly with evaxybady " ther.
. sthe fact ‘that.'I'.was-Jewish, ~I® ll
There were, a lot of peoPlB.
idn't knw what a* Jew.

- 1In the counuy, .they: couldn
thou v

it was




‘they” -knew “Very ‘little about
And, my brother. used (to-
one - Anﬂ. - ol

uich this one. with™the. t‘ixllxn.nn,t 850 he
€0 'his; . his, Wife . and, he eays)

somet‘hing- wrong -with, with}

me' - was, . Wilansky coo.,\;Ha

ake hia» life.'
He‘ puthist « ot
he ‘says heTt—o Topes. on. b

know,
‘very ' little”
then.. In




was’ a, .hol. a t
. Bottle o:};(a:az 80 1 drank Tt.-
. you' e A Catholic, '
117




1 start _peddling for 'a’ while and then) I
ent, to navista Newfoundlana I was there

mne year And ' I, opened-a ).n.tle store, "I

was’ the. ﬂxsc Jewish man, ‘that ‘came in,.to
~live .in,.'the country =---- WHen my.oldest boy
was born, he was born in ‘twenty-seven, I’
‘used-to go, fishermen, it's d fishing town.
* But' it must_ have -about five thousand popula—
me Sundays, only one street,

tﬁhnd I -used ' to -cdme,’ “they 'say,
Jew: got horns, " . They ﬂldn t ever ‘saw a Jew,.
hey didn't believe’that a Jew  could, settle
:'here.282. . S

The ..’

there:are the:Jews“coming.'| They thought.a .




said.. 'Ok, the Jewish peopla, oh, no good.
ten’)ble hard- peo, 50, I, I want

ity ‘so I says
talking to a' Jew.' 'No. - You'r:
She wouldn't believe it that, I'ma’

L Hhat. dxd they ‘think a Jew was or blould
; Yook likez]

They- aaked me. . I'said.'a Jew  is) like any
body_ -- like an Englishman.: Like the shme,
like " ‘you, og, -somebody’ ‘else.’ I

&

ATt e tTit o 'therels wno’différence. - Jewish.- pecple are
EA AR kind people.'  'I'‘said..'they're.-they

. Wil o P o, they love. one another., They, ‘have. fnmiues,
it Pl that's “like" the, . like. the

< bat Lhey took’: ‘the Asaynans becauae
they. were - dark.you kncw? .They 'said the
L E . Jewish: people “are ‘dark. ' Peapl

: ALl the blond: people afe not Je

-;Not' Jewish...Oh: yes, -the Assyfian
i they ".mostly called  the' syrians,” the
5 .Jews.z Elaughu}.-.[Reﬂecti ‘ely] T.don't

. mne,y and .. I- 11 ' yours. .-
would-be “different. s axg“c'é' J.augh

f.« that a,

hen., “’mey‘ jouldn't *believ
e 'haan t gct no‘money . 285

Gentile

o nppositmn
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they didn't " take. me “for.as

in the atereotype tbar. ueﬂu Jews to money; ’l'ms steteetype,’

contnbuted 6 the




vuals,

that

B Gl i !
tonality,  however, .bel¥es the

joke" was repeated to me by heveral elderlx )ndl

all of whom were Euxopean Jmmgran:s. Again the -,

* rhetoric is complex: . the exphclt and oifxclal message is

this was innocent joking;, made and taken m fun. the

'vangy and vents the e

‘and . de f

Well, when  we'.goty -in, into business,”’ we
“‘got in ;withi the,. Gentilé,,people -too,™you" -,
.’know?. - Andy 'wé mixed. .’ You-know.- We used"’
to. mix. ‘We -never,* here was no’ such thing
d ‘it, segxegauon.
. that you;- would 8
,We mixed 'and: we .
'l'hey used a

4
-5
25
3
a
e
3
®
B
<
o
1
<
<4
o
]
<
g
.
°
3
o
2
<

/And” go.'with the. Jewish péople, - ] .
Vwelll "-Buty they, I'm, ‘I must /say; ~ihe' N
_Gentile people hete, I never never ‘had one, .
o turn’ around, “they ask.you, ‘you krow, :
what ‘you ‘are; but never, ‘any remark, of . el
'Jew' ‘or anything 1like that. .Never' hear = - 1. :
-.Pell you:a"joke, what “I“can tell- you.. If
. you goin,."say;- to' -Bowring' s, one - of + the
[Jewish boys]
“i'much,”. §ou- know, :*you got lots of’ mone\y,
‘Bowring séy;\to. to one ,of ‘the .Jewish' .
B, ".ypu ‘know?: -S0; 'you got lots™ of -
see? Eowxing 8 asks “mé if I got.
10:: of money. . So'I says,’'I wish- I wolld
‘. have yours, and ‘miné together,-we Would "
. make something. ' Ym(kmw? aut_they he,
. always; that's the = :
- It's’because you' ré Jewish. -
- They're all, .'a-Jew?,’ Got lots ui nmuey
< That's the, aythey
- Hell, that's in eve&. place, thnt 8 Ehe
,nane thing. nie ! )

=
Q.




. % B
- 'i} I had your bank book,' they'd say,
'I'a be alright.' Elaughs] -|And; .some-
times ‘you'd say,, I remember years [laugh~
E ."’ing] ago, Lawlor, Lawlor th& butcher.:.:
-3 Used to come: -to ‘Lawlor g& butcher you

-, know? Say, -'Oh, ME: Lawgor, 'your - ‘meat,
_is,. going up,’' you know.” 'Oh, What are
you ' talkmg about? ' I' wxsh I 'had. your, bank
Lawlo:. I1'11 ch‘ange
[1aughs] Years ‘ago..

4. Eecause a Yid
“You got:'to, have it. . We, ! got

“coat, and I méan’ my Kusband- buught it-when.
:“Well, the mink ccut, but I mean I.didn't buy,
. i tcday- It is, I have it for ny .whole -=
R e “And when I put-that ong\they@ll she pauses as
e she £ei?ns‘41‘nokinq ‘somdone’Wup and doun]*'

S0 ko, 'how is ‘;c, how 1g-a Jew-dop't ‘have "
< - 'money?' Now with.the'goyim,.now I got. a ftur. '1

'you.have ‘money.

8| said, T

v-wculdvqc south+ somewhere Q_W 1171 . said

[ let's 590 together! “I said. "if you '11, pay.

n - way I'11 go with o 1:can't 'go like

A . . they can't go byt I meal what am. I golng to

take {taxis! if I .can
10T wajt for the - bus, .. sometimes.. v
it isa that's, life' 2

g

pepa

* . Telf .them I_haven't got it... They'll give it /-~
| I.-don {’(
\

¢






Jeuuh Dpeople are involved, in politics
her: - =

< <Do.you know that, -no Jewi

. noW of. ever came out,
s t ‘was the one thing, I'v
‘they didn't .want to get involved§ one
side or the other. -Nobody's ever ran for
govéernment. -~ At any level. That I know of.
d to always ‘ask this question, why

e .not. -They alway¥ said, if you go out

. © have to bé on one side of the .fence in-poli-
“tics or the other .and you'd make certain bad
friends, and the -ome -thing ' that. Jewish
¥ - ple did" not. want. to do' im their 'lives,
. LS & . make~ bad friends . with ‘anybody. . They

accepted and ﬂtted m.....nd that uau one
.©f the reasons. g

._ ik xn:y' auy Sma1fuoca wvery. vell, th

) e of ‘Newfoundland. ‘He was a friend of mine.

. 3 He used to co-e to my .hou-e,
9% - iz Ahn. Now &, 292 :

o o A R

~ e K. My (athex. started
- business. . In 1930/ .or %1932
lent “him  three: hundred dollar
pigs And t'hlt s how he' star
.hess. -'As a ‘farmer.. I went- to school of
“course with .rqey s kids. .Ong of Whom,.
was killed in &, helxcop:er crash.:
,knw Joeyvery: well.293, . o

No. We dan t- nxk politick. No no. No, no

person that I-

2Bl ‘Hanted to- £it in. - Whloh -they aiwsys:wars "

1f t'hey personally avuided the ponucu ntenn. :}iayv'u re,

ulth its’ Gladiate 1nclud1ng the

remien. . -




/unportant criterion heing: : '

- \

- how he; vou].d be‘, as a repxesentatlve of. N .
~the community.  We're always very self- .
S “ _conscious, about’the type of :man, 'that we'@ .

- would.' allow,  to, ‘speak ‘on behBlf .of ‘the’
. communiEy. " That's ohe 'of our most’sensi-
tive points, it is-no ! +
Yes. "A repusentauve £o° the senuleu ; 24 ‘
“Right.
¥ A representative of the Jé
i -~ We," on .the inside, '

about those things.294

n, —cgmiunity
were 'very' semsitive

A "good ' image” .was.’ synonymou

~tion and —aﬁpioval of thé "Gentiles."

And- we weré 'doing very . gaos bacauae, all the
> ‘ island, ' all’ Newfoundland; -know’ my husband.
:.". And! when - ny husband- was. deéad.:already for
they ‘always rin) Can 'I. speak

Sidei the Tailor? b




- fhe  most popunx‘symboi "izf the aeum.‘ comunity's-

-~ ' rapport with the Gentxles' was the stoty og m pqxtnership

7. . et established sbetween "Lawlct the butcher ang' Wilansky the

shochet " (the “ritual slaughtezeﬂ

: wilannky s son tells.' he'

- story of his father and Laui’o

. <a.he’” used'to, bacausé Te  wanted, “kosher
g meat for himself.- So. 'Lawlor, would allow
.. him“to kill ‘a cow,. once a wee] ut, they,.
_had:'it on- Portugal .Covér: ‘Roag a .
slaughtexhause. Yeah T used. t gb *vith. mm
many times. With 'my fat her. ' ‘So,, and. then,
.any, of the .Jewish families that!’ wanted to.
eat *kosher ‘meat,  could ‘go, 'and- take, g
know. - -Although ‘it ‘wasn't much’ _pro:
* ‘Lawlor . because, very:. few - that' "took kc-hex
.meat. - And it was .a big bother, ‘to Kkill  the
. "cow-and ‘then..sI mean it.was ‘much’ easier - for
; : - " him. . But still he was, 'obliging and he -
¥ gl “i.7; + N wanted-to for -the Jewish people I don't Know"
SRR “what, He thought:'he;was, doing. a,, -a. big
mitzvah [a" gopd deeds *‘Lawlor ‘you know?
feali.~ He let 'in kil _co'u‘ e've'xy. ﬁeek.?}

‘ch'e

rxah hutcher. follows_irml the aee:y ot a

-

1ain astory?.
the people were'. poor.
nothlng. e Came ggge_

‘Miss ,K'ahn.",may fa
:old ' time

Mr.

Loo Jews and ghey o -
‘ want to have Kosher. m cut_’the: throat-. =
‘ of:the cows.s.I1t Will, De kosher. [his voice .
sising to'a high pitchl 'The Jews. will come’
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. buy it....He gave him, the/ heads, the »1ungs,‘ . ¢
"* the. liver, the 'people didn't 'Buy it.:.And he 4
‘was, after ' two. years, he .pas only a baal.
.tefillah -[a ‘singef who assists .the rabbil: .
You know uhat :is.a baal: tefillah?’ :In the .
i . -shul, he.davened, He started, he vanted;€o.. "
.make.a ‘Brith Milah [cifcumeision ceremonyl. "
You anH what. “1t" is? ° Ci!t\lmci!e- The firs' :
“:BEith Milah he make on.my brothér's son...
‘He, soon killed him. -] 1. 's
Wendér ne ‘didnit kill hi

from ‘thxa

me, everybody. bought at Law-. 3
1ot 8. 2‘39 E £ T on g k s
o 52 . g 2 g " N Lo
- wlor «the ' butcher. ust “say we ',
aeau with - him ‘for . yeafs. - Very , nice:

“'Very nice person.

.*i‘or l\ost of the” mmgranes, the: U’ewish

fundamen:all-y‘ tepaxate.

. that they had "Genuie"

i oY i g %R
I dén't ever' recall, growing''up; ‘and:seeing
‘my. mother being, . friendly - with, :Gentile
paople...As we' 'got older;  things, chahgded. - .
.You know. . But when, we were growing: ‘up as - .
little kids, I idon't xecall wa.nyt'hihg Iike..
that ;301 . i

In afbther case; T asked .about ‘the . 'Social™




oa,,emng-‘ehanged dras eauy, in t_he. S e
going ‘back. to -my -parents'  gen o-uomnou K J %
they were,  they'd just, socialize,. with 2
‘their . grouping. -And; rone
jcln-d nny. outside .clubs. - .Oh’ they; nay,
members: of the Hn-onic and - tlmy
go ovax “Ahete  for & g2
-or_something like that,
belong  to - any, -social organizati
thny‘d have friends- in'ithat they  knes

" sométhing - like nmt “and’ chn was it
* generation came aleng £ course .it ‘was
Jdifferent...302 o

ncgept,’ed-. !ve:ywh"a
n one »: théy, ‘accepted ‘you as _
a person..:. And" if'you,. fitted in, fine: |If
‘you didn't, ‘toughi.. (AlL' my’ friends - wopld .
:qm into’ the: house, 'my, dad lnﬂ mother -
would treat‘them the same as if we were jall ‘ .-
wish,- foods “mind ygu.' 4




You Know, ¢théy- eithiér ate thes
dfdn’t. . You.know .what I mean?: .
. brought, ‘you xnow,‘ up "in, - all. my. ‘friends'
- Homes; ' lived the' particular t
.around. <here.

and he was the»-.
+There' 'was' never anybody

In Newtoundlan g X
d I'could see it,304.

stubborn _xpeto‘ﬂc, .,h_QNe‘\",ez)

ixresolute "abup.t their -

natte

asked “me, > "An" you. ‘a’ Catho 4

Protestant.Jew?'. w2 There was just.

no’ feeling that ;we .wer fferent;  except, ;"

our rel)gion:masnd “they y«eren‘t quite BuUre
it.

“Well, I,
*going’ tb,"’s



_anbivalent, . Sometimés :contradictory.

R ou were" always
hat,.you were. 'd iiexs\nt because .
holiday ., The !chool !ttucture,_

g-the. . pnye
. couldn't.‘get, or “if




J the’dewiqh Y belnngeq to_ any ‘of the
called socialiclubs, that were, avauame' ¢ s % R
gopuladbn such: a8’ it was: ' w
as.:a,’ a, very s---. sgl& s LU
which' ‘was, just de . .
hk there was. never; never
iat any:time) any Jéws involved inm; that. As . ' 5
“members or anything  else.-"But what that;' % - B
there  were other; feasons, ’ but ' there ‘were * & .
other - reasnns tor that tdo.because the Jews, g B W
_'were.. tod “busy - frying ‘to earn a living,’ to -
iolved: andfand," to  have  hobbies and,, .-
relaxation, activities that' we. consider, to" 3
e nbnnal today. 30 . ' - '

Taés Eiay™ pants to Neu i{ork or'.ri‘
nd-came .into* conta

‘the next time they

“aig away, ‘and “then . bring
It .was, ‘it' was ‘bad- for us.
alwaya £e1t nl‘lghtl»y un-

u 9

And,, L.
TALE
amng ver“y well uith evstybody.
.serige :of 'being. Jifferesit: o
i Liteunt And; nor, raany knou— b

A ana, 1 was, -duiet,
probably of just . ‘day-




dreaming’ \ auc.' ‘a1way-~ felt slightly, difs
ferent.. 'And I -don it ‘think they made . me’ feek
that way. |+Or at- least they: yeres. always
very nice to.m Everybody was 311

‘my fnends #e
Jewish friend- ar.l

o wem‘ngn_lx Jewis
iup ;

(dentity, v u

blow I'm ‘really happy “about. .
Being different.

. mey : through

i1 mentioned % {




. peycholo-
deal. -

. people. And our paren ‘weren't,

you tried. to,’
ight- _days oi

= .. and the; feeli and” even:, today, 1
e " . it's. just. a beautiful time although . it 's %an-,
? - I'm vezy depressed at Chnst »
ate,. I’ hate the" whole season ¥ iR

et those  damn
s..really toégh
ys -usegq

‘growing *
nock ; o

L you' aren t, your are’
_kidding way, .and

n Hont:xea.l,‘ went: o “gchool “there.
And, ninety percent of the class was' Jewish.

ou . know -they! xeauy went’ right the
Nell we .riever 'even.had
- I think’that!'s grsat,
commu: 1ty. you "live, -

QPpn.Elte. you' '’know?
.‘ten. percent’ hei B
.when -when, 3

you “-might' “see.,
a Chxie(:manuhe thiey " e .
So L. think this'.is great
“feeling.
pissieto]

all Jewish. there:
ives you a much "8t

“But. When you-are here; ‘the -only

‘class. And you. aidn‘t

lways : gone ~ around’

people [uughs] you' ‘Know

- of - my best i:ienﬂa ln Jew:

% /.«‘v




o F Bl ™
Finally, conﬂu:t waa associated with the Bmall size Df the‘
. community, - \and parénts' attempts: to isolate theix chxldxen

) in a “Jebus)l envirorment:" *

Well it was, difflxcult 1'd say -- being a
Jew in, . t,h:s tcwn ‘bévause, the community ua:
re forced by necessity, -

xende and, lnd- ‘that - ir\

outbil Et!, i hke t)\ey 4’ break
ur “trees Or,"ior’ ‘you know, -Or. séme insults
ut; . fof . the nos: part, though: 1'd" say ' that -
they ."were fnendly and,-. forgot,- the ' fact:.
“that, . the; ‘religion’ didn't “gvershadow’, the,
‘relationship, That ‘we-had but - toetill; i
ct, in ‘Yooking back .I' a- say that, = ¢
what was' lacking. was, friendship. _ -
- Jewish . boys and guls. But~.I'd say
“‘growing - up’. would ‘be. more . fulfilling
Yeah, it would have been ‘prob-
ably-a, Tappier, . childhood.
_Tf there'd.been'more peuple arQund.] ~
As:it was,. I had one Jewjish.
vas_.'my ‘age and he Lived -not far
away.. But he was . the’ ‘only. one and, ‘it'was. |’
0 £riendsh because ‘it 'was
~only him you' know: and, we"

i
d. s_énxts' k $
e . was” more for the: books . K
- aboratories and thmgl lxke that. 50, v 8
g [Al(. Did ,your., parents encounga yo\g\to
‘Just socialize with other Jewish'k s2]’
«ithey .didn't, discourage, ‘they. scouraged
‘itito.a point,. like I -never hadtlem- ih,’ the
e boys in -the house, or girls, -
the ‘friendship.
and tﬁe pxaying




- all.

[ was. the thiqg.
~"other's

. then it™wasn't didy' €-come easy.

~‘saying so but’ they, they were.

never, the thought never came ‘to me to . ..
hmts then in, and vice versa, 1 was never,,

relationship, : spact-
---Among Jewish, friends; it's much
different that. way you Know. You're, -fzee -
and. g0 u(to one an'omu

We': used to.
uses quité & 16t. We
it was.a

closer nlutionship tha

sports .. and thati,
gro\dng up but_ there®
No 9oing out vuth gis

‘alsa, 3
felt that, it was- very hnd to ask-
non-Jewish girl to go out and, it -never: even
ntereéd -“my mind.” “So theh .when it~ came ¥o
doing it, when I went away &itex g duaung
from high lchcol xt was - difficult E

[AK: . Were youx “pa: ents
sense?]
Yeah, I. would say they" wereY

they were learfing towards —= the extrem
[AK: Did it make you rébelljous?],’ :
.1, kept everythmg inside you know. #I




i

were net,

as héy élstiﬂguished ﬂ'nemselvea

;ﬂ]“is was’ primarily

‘observing. thé tyo

2 :y-zu_les-and"_the

words, . such .as

. :den iéy‘ &nd "social",




(f rst of .all, -it's cultural ldem’.ity ARE™ T @, ", [
this community Nnt a zel:gicus identity. - ° . T -
& p “This -community; ‘carries on and holds itself ' | % -
] « . .-l .together; ‘because, - th Y, go._ to synagogue .on" .-, P
e 0 ; Frigay night. 1t's a’ .case of a,.a .gather— . . . -~
PS4 .7l ings af:like, ‘peoples. That's all. And; .- -

<" :few of-them go -for religious xeasoxis But, B
mainly they: go, that's "an effort to’ tain
the uanu.:y of a ‘o munlty.315- * B

weil -they ‘maintained’ contact with' .each . . N
other.:  Thej- were,” sotial. ', The conmtact was N\ T

3]7

of. Jews' .. ..oT C
‘lost theu' identi unyway af:ex ithey” me B
“from the Old° Country.* Some.of ‘the .gld-.

an immgxant henelf, whether people .1e£t

g xaenuéy, expte




"7 other, 8o 1'm still using the same tI

‘i go .eat ana prayer, 1cok: -«

- the butchet here?
_ig-.Wnen 1 Ccame here, k

‘get, from the goyishe butcher from the -
_ from the butcher from the, ‘Gentiles meat?
-Oh my God...Your mother “is --a religious

. person?... You got to keep the meat, -and the
-

separate -dishés. Separate . everything,' you

‘had to have meat with meat, and you got.to -

have, butter I, I.can't -explain...But. when I
cahe ‘here, my htex—in-laus...uaw they went
and got me meat.-
- the 'butcher,' I got ny aishes?
{not kosherl, I diar
Hom&. where I
“You - knaw
milk, ' and you -got' ‘to' fix-

2

“haye” eve:y:hxng.

salt, At before:. you, put:* it in your saucepan.
4 e : _and- then

Y- g
couldn't aiSozd td -bay" dny “other ‘dighe:

g
S¥ou know.. Yot can be . 0d; - you don'‘t have-
‘religiocus. but
‘because I:was never religious.
u‘r—m as _home, .- my‘ mother

morning (nd gnzers at ‘night and, prayers'to
I

now. I, knowswho I am.. AfRd. I know -that-God
“will forgiw Wheri you know- everything,
‘and you don't do it is-well,.sin. -I know'
that. © But T know all-1-1-1. thé ' Jewish

doing: it. ‘71 don't do it
easier: life uxe thae 319 =

= oy,
ave: a glaas of “water" here; - In my -

milk .separately. . You 'got o Keep .your- -

your -pleat.-. Salt: it and “then,, soak it -and .

don't do that-: -




tion is nct ‘to do but to be:

t is_identity embodied; ‘it' is

. the aifference:

A 'used to'X put on the'.candles even .now. I' .

"' put.on my candles every Friday night I'm not = .
€ religious now.. .Just.know who I am. Tha :

.z " what 'I,am, you- know. ' I~ live -among. goyim, I B
s co ¢ “am .the only one Yiddishe "here and all the-: -
. ¢ goyim. ‘And they're nice to m ~This [is]:
St. Patrick's Day. :They havé 'a’ party. down-’ i
stairs. I made lem. some cookies they want p:
. . me to make 'em cookies. :And’ théy want me to . -
o B come’ I don’t think if!I'll Go' down . maybe I .

t i © will later on ‘I don't.know, They have .musié - *

. . - 7and. - they, I8 their o . L.
e . hqlidg g.  You Know What T mean? ot

mine::

Another . argument ‘was that .“we did-the best -we: could,? :

using the imagéry of t'h‘e'a'ppcs-itiaﬁ,-

ithere 1o -kosher . because, it ‘was;

Possible to keep-kosher.  Years ago, we had -
“'no freezers. 'We on].y had' iceboxes. . And an. -
- icebox,. you ' get . ecé of _iceé and,._the
‘next’, :day it would ba gone. Melted -water.
. 2 ‘{laughs] . Underneath, .in “the, in’ the pan, =
o . 7.7 But...we''tried to import meat, .from Sidney
E . and ‘that, but it.qidn't last,. Tt was' no use'.
because, jcome durifg’the winterj used to ‘get
“stuck. a .the trains
R and ° that -It was, terrible.- - 'People’ ‘got.
R | .7 disgusted. Then 'we'd get, .we'd get rabbis
oy 2 .’ ' .and shochet; and 'tfey'd, ‘come:and stay for-a

.~ while, and they'a’ leave us, & just; “at' the  °
3 g .main part,.when.we needed them, most.

., '+ '~ ' _passover, Rash Hashonah; Yom Kippur.
g L .go /elsewhere. and _they'd seéek, 1
't -blame ' them. They'd...seek

fields; -'for  'more 'wages,  and. .one
thing .‘andther. . 'r'here wasn't ‘much ‘here .to
keep. - them. ' Because ‘the people weren't): that
religious. ..§o, it was -very diffiéult to
ke‘ep koaher here- Now - wheén . ‘people. go;




[fréezets, 'so .n: 8-a different thing-.
:import the meat from Montreal.,
freezers. full’ of meat.’

So we:
And’ ‘we have v g wg
‘We, :mpozt it two or - . :
..+ . threé times a.year: 'And, it's, no problem. . o

It flies .in by air. So you .can keep Kosher
S . "if you Wwant to. 'So_ there's . auite a few
T 07 .. ¢ .xoshér homes here now.32l. ! . H N

passages mbove would* have one b&lleve ‘that;

Lin’ ‘the,
hce‘tl. they. had no choice,

whereas xn the 'new environmenr.

zesultad AP

Conservatxve-orthodoxy

P 'debate.,

thodox Aa Fot... muek; - We - co;Md
ther - xeilglon you

Conservative, m
The, most 'of ‘heré  woul
‘have ' a.- rabbi,- he's.

- onhodox people.322

They called it Orthodox, but, xeully it was
more Conservative than ' Orthodox
kno ‘none of ’'the, none- of  'the communi:y, (o
-'it'sSnly in the past ‘couple .years that you 2
..got  couple families. that became ‘.what : you
.cdli Orthodox. --They:weft all,. very anxious . L
- td, 1ead, what ' Became . known as..a Consa:vu- R T
‘tive life. In the, synagogue . of -course-.they e

iwanted’ the prayers cnrxied n’ in: the: Ortho~" - -
“dox manner .. Buf t: in their lifestyle' 323 -




_ try. And this\ls what she_stuck by:3

I asked abc;ut this separatlon Sf synagogue". and: "1ife-

style, and he ulusczat?ﬁxa pc:nr y cltlng _the road' rot
takens ) - »

. Well ‘of. course an orthodox is a very zelx—, .
gious “man, .right?  He's not gonna: wosk on

the, ' ‘Sabbath.. . - “kosher

home:. He's ‘not donna eal w‘en they =2
+ didn't want ‘this. 3 religious 3

people. - .Basicall The,” I

.. _suppos¢ the .most. réligicus person, at that
- can xememEez going hack, to was

. : er.- When there. was no rabbi
.. pere or no person that could make, a, and,
3 ; was no such. things -as ‘air-
.did ‘not

time shée- would. ever .get' a’ t of 'méat
-if, Rabbi Kenner came over: from, Sydriey.,
do a circumcision. And .then hé would-kill a
iouple of chickenn for her. -But. . outside of
hat 'she would not eat .méati Hirschl- wxlan
sky, was still had a license to kill,
: shochet. -'But she would not’ eat ‘t‘he-meqt-
1led.’ becaue - he: worked on Satur-
“She was' a very relxgio\zs,'atubborh
woman 1iké the rest of ;the family. .But that”
woman did not eat meat “for -five .years. . My
_ grandmothér. So she was possibly one Of. the
mogt- religious people; :that . were, here. at
‘that time...She was. an old lady dthis is,
what. she. brought with her from e 02‘& coun—

‘.The general méssage was’ r.'hat pea;ae closed :henz eyes to.

. !
e, and_ focused instéad on’ “tne ‘values o .fudaiam The, pass-..

,age belou propoucs r.he idea f.hat.

.ﬁeceasnz)ly have to be a xeugwuu Féw. Bheé cites "cﬁaxitq4

vbiln.yk one of the hnportant Jewiah méezvahe, ~ox Obligﬂ-r

does * not .




. £he éonmunny,‘» ue'r “u’gumen't iz practlcal~ 'vg‘fem; viere _

Hhich was pot
i

H | +to'say that they afaandoned their identity‘ The chdxce

. not’ receivé the nyn\pathy of rehg)ous ou siders," hwsvsx~ -

. p Ity isn't -an o:chodox, ‘no we're’ m
SRRy 5 [ we'lre -fot, m)’.{g;oua....mo. Nobody's zeu-
R -gious.. ‘They're" goud- pecple, they're’ very
charitable -people must,  I'11 I'll, I°11.
'tell you_.that- mych; C‘hantable right? But

‘toikeep Shabbess
.-everything, we had to
. store . on Shabbes’ open
- .we don‘t;i have 1

Sabbath .you don't
ausezent kind of

rxadidan nnd adap tion.,

-.gion and..cl ltuxe.

m.@ in the communi:y.' Comprom

5 Well. iost ‘of “the,.. nobody Vahted 1 ‘to ntuy
1 e there. too ‘long.” Because a religious man he
B ¢ . ~ had.mo company he hadgffothing, ‘to'‘do. .. T: "
mean, the'people that re there -they. were,




ot S N T 2107

oy B g . il mot feligious,.wevil say. . _And. it was 0 -

] . -hard for them °to, stay because’ ‘
o - observe ‘all; the Tules.and, and.so_th

!5 5 ¢ /’. for a”year ortwo_ and then. ledve. 326

1m_1am;9, in- tun,’

+.+ .improvisation: KRS

...there's’ ai

cousin of ming she. got! marrie

i+ "l .aniuncle,” in Grand: Falls)
o  hndEeneat s

toxy. ahou
And she* had
rhest: Swarsky.
“but:
Hé,

sl
pezfotmed ‘the.
‘way it was’i

 the-

‘A'he conflu:t of Jewish .idenr.ir:y ‘&nd “pract

L the ccmmunxty.. ‘There uere "1nsmen" wha -Len. “on account of

the rehgxcus laxzty. The testmony below is :he:ozxcal

its; own.. right, bui bhe a:gument uluminatea the centzal

not 8 npus-minded Jews I alked hin uhat he meantx

s I mean_ they were not devoted Jewu. "1 mea n,
* - .we colld not have ‘services' on..Satuiday.

)y used' to' have - servicés. oh Sunday. muxning.
-+ Bécause they’ wouldn' t, vthsy had’, to mind the:




sl . - store: They “were lx,ttle sturekeepers. They
e were, all poor: pedplei ‘Maybe 'at that' time,
. e there mus
familiés.
came.~“there, ", An
But;:-after-a’ fwax or: 55, “maybe’ two year
‘»gaye' that. .up,.. because - they: ‘couldn’
' ‘him.. ) The " few , people’ that: 'needed. him, -
affo{d, -And . those . that = could Z
affurd didn't ‘need hih. _And this :'ig, th R
It's ‘mothing new.’' S0-I medn'.
i a rbig City :ourselves,
- rehgxons »but, I am atﬁlmteﬂ

" e like. 'to Ii
thi

John ‘neu Bxunswxck,<.which s _perhaps, ..

-olde&t - commynities, " in, New: Br

'sc,, Sydney Nova sco iaj

IAnd |, coal

| where’. there ‘w

Worked, and got
‘every +two " weeks«

one
un:

had’d' ‘steel

Becuuse “the

* had, no- money - to ‘sperd.. The 3
11_l|ite_d Where the.'steel worke;
his  clot! He' had. to come back: and buy.
another,” -pair- of * pantn. Or overalls. or,
. coveralls hatever you’ may, .call .it.’ "And’
t] ittle monay -because they’ were
Nb _matter Thow small it
A Fighermap

r saw money. Up to this_ day..|You unders
hhetnan, was. supplied. -

standz” ’Becuu ﬁo

The, gtore di{ t .8
used; " supplie Th
nluaya in uydred 32

lupp'lied him, he was,

gl hix. ,Only,. what was




©.' He ! mavest)nto u.e ugumam again, ‘striking from’ another . "f\'

Vungle, gms tlmé us:mg speci{xc examples: . Lot '{

A S A I/saxrr t‘hey were not the serious type.
I . - .They wWere . not, .they were lukewarm. You,
3 1 " understand? - The -foundation .was, . now-.in -
it "l ' :Sydney, Nova “Scotia,” :where .my wife was,-
raisgd...the’ first that went . there, laid a

. .- good “foundation “yp, to,.this day. And the- .

£ " . .samein’ Glace .Bdy which is ﬁf’teen miles;
g % . Also,  why 4id. they settle’in
Bebauee it a coal mxnes;‘,

¢

éaxs‘ agm. The begi
seriaua»minaea

3 “or chicken. Vel
heie was no shochet, . They r'_we‘a“n. 2 :
étables: - 50, you séey 2w
. t_E_ave Lhat type’. of,’_ dedicated =% i ..
Iy ded.tcnted peopm w0 2 ol :

5o’ doubt. Yes., But ‘there 'haa Been
On

Ly
And," +maybe fcx
a .year. & !“ i Wagl




. pa)d by e, year. Teachers used to get pafd’
»¥ ' ' by the year. -Four hundred-.and fifty, -five:
-hundred dollars a year. And, 80 after a:
while they couldn't.pay: hifi; so'he went -out
* peddIing’and ‘he settled in; Badger, ‘because

2 .that was a -iumbering toim,
~ used to come ‘out’ from the woods
- <. - .got paid for'the, - cutting, ‘Lumbers. .
- . “for the’ paper mills....Now he'was. closed on
Saturday. genpxe tell -mé ‘that’ the,. lumber-.
‘men used _to: £ the'-stars. Saturday
i N \the :8tafs'Il: come
; »And he Still made
ige Comparéd . to:, the
dgpends w‘hat You.«
i i

where they

y, 'not® over-dedicated . and.
aemeﬁme they get . bugged, bitten' by,
aomethxng “and . the; :
ghit o

3 [ Well .a-'nu er  of t'hlnga,. $ You make your own

. God accordfng .to your:

mind.
.her.  I'don't know..
.you' ask_ a. queatmn

U picture him .or pictu
But; I°don't kmw what
-=-~ ‘depends for who:

_the Gentile world; don't’ want- us:-, We're not
o™ accepted.
v o them.332

The lumbermen ™

For the,

ge. You'make your ‘-

God, .accordinmg to your  image. - According to
.your. und utanding.. .To your, " to g

, because I-'feel -that °

“Theh why psh - ourself -on

213

‘who'-come- : from- what you': -




* As.the second’ generation speak, the ‘reasons for ‘their sense
of 'identity become apparent. Again, the.oppositions. support

-, 'the argument:

I wasn't given much training. An‘
at all.: and I- think,. .there'
. .. some of the Jews who came to Canada - -apd the ¢
.- United 'States from the Old Country,  who :
“.7 ¢ 'i Qdian't want to bind their childrén to the -
_past.. "And so théy gave them no, - training 'Y
:1ike :they' had 'had. ) They .weren't fanatie -
i about, ‘keeping a-house kosher, and ‘the girls
Aidn't. have ‘to knou anything about
religion at’all. -, :
knowledge except, Passover"
,and the HiT—Lg oly  Days when everybod
to’ synagogue. but other . th
knuw anyt’h)ng.333 »

training '
(' ry. about

My pa:enc's were . not;’ -overly xelxgxous -
., people. - 'They were -not,. we.did.not keep a - 1 .~
, koshei: 'home.:' They. --- were »
. fusBy: . You' know, they. didn't:
K ‘. 'look- you gatta go ‘to’ Hebrew
. ‘gotta learn how -to, speak’ Hebrew.'
‘not put_ that pressure. on me...We,
haye regularly .we: might . ha
. while Friday night -dinners, - h 3
did not have this, .So-- really. T was not:+ ... - '
.brought. up in what. you- woild eail.a deeply. R
religious,- Jewish ‘home And, “to: look G
“upon * you know yoéu ha e.'to understand.. ®
' " The, thinking of...people who enigrated over'
from. the -0ld-Country. . Compared“to, people.
who,: “0f ' the - 'next .generation. ..And. thexr .
:hink!ngs. were entixely diitetent 334 >

One, dxtterem:e was ‘that they uere not »xntellectual.‘ wﬁa,

unquesr_ioning bellei they had' was gxounded often .in-, feax and




’reasons'. Chxldren v'tez'e

confused but - 'dxd not ‘question}

parents did not cffex: explanatlon: . § o

v

AT Nobody explamed anyth ng ‘to me Bny:xne.‘.lt
5 i a7 .0 just .rubbed  off like .a sponge. .I guess. I
& - ' . .. . @n'tknow...I mean. I 'used to-remembet Yom
. v g 4 Kippur. . I was afraid- something -wa ;{a @i, mlE,
pour but of ‘the sky I didn't sta: £

ate - something- oh I'd have texrible
.fllcts you knvbw.33 B

vuwn puata Ehat most of | the nmlugran(u gave.. thexr

<ch11dren min: ma1 Jewzsh educanons, or due to «

5 guxlt

- 2 4 .of 1dem:iiyxng as non-

“1In rloing so, he suggeat! that’ his gene:anon

‘had the. benef,xt .of seeing .their parentg'_ beliefs tested

B which, for. many, dfssipated the fear and loosened the hold

. that xeugmn might,’ hiave had " én. .them as children.. “He: also |

/

e 2 axaus a parallel’ wn:h t‘hcse immigtanta whose own, bel:afs

“Were' tésted by the. ehvi nment umcn. equéntly.~ infiue

e B S ‘enced some: of them to abandon ,them’ becaune :hey had Jost

T their. context. This is an evaluation of. cultural changex:

,
,
v




Jithe’ old 1deas- e extxapolate fmm hxa statement

g ir evezythxng elde. You get
religious -parents but you .don't actually;
‘.necessarily get teligious, ‘children. -~ I go~
back .to. the (Levitz brothers now. . Like Uncle
Bernard...Now Bernard ;for example.never ate,

ham. Or, bacon .in'his life. :He never ate

pork. products, :Nor @id, my father.- Nor' did .

my mother.- . EXcept one day, shé was: i

togpital ‘and she told me she ‘said,

-said, . 'I' think I had ham’ fo:

. -saiad 'I".don' vr. know -if I'did.
- good: T'11"
know?...one ‘ll

stag’ pany Jone_ “njght rout : to - Mag - Rnsens‘.
~hom 4 d, 8a; s hat am I eating?’

Zada

Lit's good o
when .we told- him:it. was Froast- beef- he ate
J it but’ it was .roast ‘beef. “Actnally.
now, Uncle. 'Ernest, and Unéle,Charlie. -
loved - their bacon'and: .eggs, " .Or
: e‘ggs -807. ' They ‘came over, here and
16y ~ were, peddling’- arpund’ the country..
5 And. ‘where. you gonna, go' over :in, mxinny Bay
.where :they couldn't. even .
‘people. Let "alone: abk- for
than.. yhat they' put- on:. the’
‘them. - . So, (:hey came,
i the Levitz family,
religious home... In".E
! got: "over and it*
. you 'know they they'te, i theéy
-.got: out’ 'of. that : onment and  that’ “wab
it. " But they J\lht couldn“t, something - :
just ‘gpuldn‘t get'em-around to:eating- potk.'
They,’ didn't. ‘Have to have: kosher meqt_ .- Not
by a long!hot ‘but .-~ That.was it: 336

out' of it and}




‘ But ‘of course, you knoh’ wheh ‘they were uvmg cvgr
in. Europe and. in’. the .shtetls they, they had 'mo °

i But .to- eati-it’ [kosher food).. And they

to get what . they got. And, I suppose

Ok -upon. this as, .as anybody, - anywhere in
, ay.  How -many,’ people do you have, in s
[ g¥ca that, onLy eat. kosher meat. So? You

- 'He' tells us ‘there- is

nise" is »the "W

Now our;
people - my. age and..
little younger, Wi
. rabbis  heré.

" trying
thing.
éducation, .
then: there'd. 'b%

36 'a dxfferent method
couple .years' without
you:went to school
> Jéheder -afterwards. i - .+
to do - tha; so, ’Youﬂ' -
me,k if, 'wé know: very 1lit-

“We never.had ‘the oppoir o
34 Now. . we~ canﬂ function, ‘in a, in ‘a- S o
busxngsq meeting and-.  the running. of -

synagogu much bette: an we can, partic

pate in th ervice.. .So, sometimes we R
-'just, ..go ari‘d’~sxt thE:'}nd. think about T W
something ‘slse but .we're ~there,: to! make a- :

* minyan ox “whatever.  .But we could ‘contrib-

Ute, - case :I have many syears ago -
}\held offices, dlliezenr, .

o _and;. ‘workedson ‘magey - ammiteﬁza and ‘this type s W i
“of- thing. . But; .that :doesn't mean that' I < . .
But, . the .differ- .

contrary
rwhe, . knew
" services,




- Later, he’ “eopi

‘of ‘regre

. eople my er . l\entionedu this;
,earner.,we aidn't re uy get much, of an'"
education. . In, HeBréw,and, I know: thére are
people now :vho, " coitemporaries 50 to speak
-Of __mine, ' who -“éan’t’ even say, - kaddish or
ay’ 6. .don "t - know encugh."
£o:do that who gon't,. come for xa‘hxz for
“their parents, which is kind of, Hebrew:
ducation,. .in.'the past;. . conpued o other
' communfties that. always had a -rabbi or had ’
some ‘continuity” in their ‘teaching -- I,"I'm
sorry aboyt”that. I would have liked;, to
.know fiore,’ o be able to, 'read, faster ‘than | 4
I- read, .or know more than - ...I:find it's, ; ‘s
very importanty -- -As little-as I do now, ) *
uld never forget, . that what 'my heritage
: he “fact ‘that I'm Jewish. -~
H want, you khow, it's not ‘that I wmant
.forget or ‘I 'don't’ want'people ta know -
».I'm,” I'm’ really proud of it. ~And I .don’
know where this thing came from and I'm not R
Zionistic . at :all. . I -have no’ ties with. .. - . i
Iauex, don't 'really “contribute, nearly .as ,
chlas I sghould. 'But, just thinking.about
the,ome‘r' -people, who_who were . born here,
and, who lived, aroundrthe same time as I.
7.do, and they're all,
just don‘t: have’any
all. And what they know about,.services, is ' . |
very "littlei - And.. feel . that .that's’ s
teally, ‘too’bad ¢ . =

oint uhgn »the




original . members; yet :I° saWw for nyself that it .is theé
.European “survivors” . who cénauct the religious services.: If
-there is.-a

Y the onginal memhe:s. xhaps g

[community's ‘religious leadefs were . very:few' in nunbez, ana -

.none of the childrén qualified to replace ‘them...Thus, “the. .

group of new "survivors" regard, themselves a8 the salvatum

of . the commujity, a claim' w‘mch az‘cuses‘ the ue “of' some

essage in the: resentme% duplayed by some n£ oo & 8 RO S

‘: expxesses a feelxng of

is’ that,: h
formal - education

iy
I had;_ two'weeks"
om; 1 t}link it -was\ my uncle
taught me...You know, -our, 'St John‘s was - a
a stepping. stone for rabbis. who'would. come
\ from, Europe .oh ‘their"” way' ‘to’ the United - -
states.  And. they ~ would  stay icr\ax .
t ' there was,  there were .
-Hebrel and religious schcol. B
which woild be interrupted by, > sl

e

year \or two in sométhing ‘else sa, there’ jag' \
ccntimuty, .and. I'm ‘surprised’’ A
us; have xetained & istrong. | ;

Whaxe dxd

ur- puzents zengmus?] = -
He ‘wasn't
txeng feel~




Baued upon thq t--ﬂmmel above, 1& would seem t.hat the

3
ccnumty \m\ud taxente even the most Mbexa’x xntarpzeta

- tions of Judaxsl. A&et au. xnter-axzhge was . not unconlon

in t}\e cmun)ty .nd. while each “incident was xpnenbezed as,

- a "\horzendous 'occuxxencu in the con-umt.y,"“z xntexnax--

never arov« nnybody cut et the conunity. In’ fact,

riage *

even ‘"the  president - of n.e -ynagogue-‘;;laﬂ :
in343 - : £k

Thaza u.ra individunls'

and contnbutod f.o tho canumty, -they

uau alno “tn




s Y4 v He doeun’hzecend to" be, he doesp't. even d 4
A N + . want to, be Jewish. . i i o

£af ik ‘the Jeuxsh' life' is . con~
isn't ccnsmezed Jewish:34% Y

wouldn'tl ‘he uouldn " have nothmg
e J!u\sh people, he >waa a Jew him—
self.348 . :

‘farmer’ who' Livea: Bay :
The' 61d man, -he had’ s -
Bay ::Bulls, Road::.Ou
“And, we remember %
014, decrepit’ farm, .’ .
a' daughter.. ‘And’ we'd  remark
never been 'fent’ in tG the. Hebrew. |
hé'd never eVen gone ‘to -
- L nave a ‘picture abont "

i ex .1 don't  think 1
could reca;ll “him, ; & v'e nt aj; ac a minyan.
And then-again, he Ba ve.?5'° TR

xauas Joat that
.wasn .t hodox .

Yoir. must: rémember - thefe .
people who live in: these:




- ﬂT" same way:

got lost out, out in the outports. Or their

neighbors, were Jewish. Cause if you look °

-through the, rough the, Newfoundland tele-
.phone directory, you'll be. amazed how- many
Jewish fiames fre there. Many of them, “.have
become Anglidizeds -Over the years and years

éears where . they ‘dompletely got lost
See?

diaxol;u’é:' i e R

) Who dl& I tind,” when l cane he:e? T came

‘here ‘toSt. John's.  I'found, tWo' stores:
~ Jewish stores v----\muler ‘here; -is a ‘Jew,"
but . he dxd, he; didn't - say. nothing ‘about
ews £ you nentxo “him “a,Jew; “he'
urn, nils. head:you know? :
t-. see: him, Just a nu.nuta,
iyou didn't see him for years..
‘didn't see him.but:I kney him. ¥
And”when he wasg,. before jhe' got martied, he:
.used to go.to -shul.:.He was_ a member. . He
was a, member. _And then he, intermarried,
-and that's. ft. Liaten. That's au 353 -

came. T‘hey had & £utn$tuxe store. And,
he had' a’ son, 'Millef. He was the. famous

- He, mat:ied & Gentlle und he ‘bécame the
other xuugscn. :
*. he. used to
orie] 0. ‘even"the presi
dent’ of 'the-shul. ; That son: the, Dr. Mil
ler you.know: - The doctor is gone =" The
children grow up.a-little and, they're.- all
comp: uce, g9 x m you know? .'50 there was'a
‘- 'Golds amlly.. . You .-Heard of ‘the’
He had a ! ,:to

nd" "Paris
Al 7354, Pt

the London! New
he ,als0,

.Thete -was; G)ttlnon ‘and Mxlxix,' when." we

Miller...But ‘he . also hecome a’

‘with, -Jewish fathers,  who jntermarried and’

222~




was here. a B
.= Eh, Bowrings, Yes. Hownng- e
i .. = They said he was- a Jew.- .it was rumored i
= % ‘. that he was Jewish. I don’ f. know. reau,

R ! LS They were, 'they “Were "talking about’ .
L ha hey were Jewigh .people .=~ = I -
s LR >~ . -"But noboGy knew them: -Nobddy knew. him.:' :

was just rumor. But ¥

s ‘we . [ Mo, riobody, knew
if the was a .Jew or.

nobod! was “sur
not.3 H -

That' \s what everybody says but
' clain that- they- came

paix oft
The:. old. mzu-.5 aenjamin Buwrmq.

was a, yeah:

xample. cne muat eam honor by -giving ’

: e o e ere's another thing /ab’cut
ey . = ..gion” that' I donlt ‘like,“is,.

i - “to give ‘an .awful_lot of. hono;
‘get. someunng And, : when' yoi

_'witmt thig,.yol can't.get
3 nio;t_unatql 35




: ‘- all helping whagevur we can.

Civ.

interrupt thémselves Jult as theyA began and almoat apolo

-whenever.ygu go 1nta our cnmmumty “you. ‘got, . .
-to put .your hands in the” pocket“and .you got . .77
“to you- got- to pay. ".Pay pay pay. . ’And ‘we .got * .‘
"t ki ndauah' neef_ings“A 4

B i the Ycur.h

A 9.
give,you know I.give Hhatever 1 can
~it's Very important’to give N
‘[AKr That's. Jewish qustom, &
" That's »it. -That is culture. whatevex it |is -

. essthere's alwa sometmng, and” alw‘ays,
people you.: got “to always help ‘ems ' ‘Send

. money'. ‘and send, " all nvar the ° world...we re *
Bt that's the -

way you know.3§

0 i i " b
T‘h‘e'obhgathn to "Fom‘nunity, ‘local or.g obal, suppnxts the

netaphor’ for’ _toﬁl}l.fni ty': f.a mily.

k3
ot
inferv.

bnun‘ ‘;told me ‘eﬁphatical‘ly‘ :

n the poune oi refulaing anv

“she uter agzeed), an elderly

We all

ave the ' same xdeas...’ Othgn wnuld {xeiuce

I'm su‘ze you 've. heurd nu theseﬂ stcnel- oOnce,”

gizex

. Idon't think ra’ hnve nnything chat, you i
> " hadn't already seen...And locking through, .. Yt
g Esther's,; albums, . would -be .like loo)ung . ;
- through .ours .&nd' looking. -through -my .Aunt’

‘Fanny's.. ALl :the tine’. we'.used to .say’

yeah,. ue have® that pxceuxe. ‘We have that

picture.'




'con_fomny, *of . conmunalit

X famuy

What struck me about theas asseruens was sﬁhh attlf.ude of _

by whlch they a:ll clalned«

;s'zopxiem'xsmp of the ccmmum'ty s dpeuments of the past, be

tbey 1dea!. stones or* phm.ogxaphs Thex; was a qualxty ot

shan g, of, belanging that 1 v, meant to" understand ’1'

have lnterpreted thxs« xdea as the fou:th !: ,me. comlgumr.y as

3 anothex zdent)f)ca- .

© tion wlth Lhe ongina commun}ty tHat “occurs’ the matlcauy

thrnug'hcut the na. tatives- It l's alsu conveyed in ther

Jin accompamment tor

Bnd it serves the _same”:

'rhe oppoaxng -communi ty

rhetorical mbtxvex ) tb di

bf. the pzesent ia pcztrayed o):jectively as 2 group of Jewa.

A?he suggeshveness of the mennmauon uuh'"muy,,

“however, :_rax_xsf_nms m om  eommunity into a subjectxva

alues Erom the.

image: made up ‘of' as_soeiag:e_d qual_xtxean and

.;iethe  whole
’l'hen.35°

Wellwe're all,
sort of intermarry’ becauue. we re. a
.brotheu nnd sisters.

the thing iu we«eouldn
like*

. {AK:I Hsu you. aware - of other penple your *
age going off to.tlie mainland td. ﬂnd us:
" bands or wives and bringing them hack?]




BUE . they, , they usr?n

' &lder brother ,5nd siatex f guess;
_What it was. -

It - 'was. the :hxng to do- in that you, :who
would marry oné's sister...I used to take.
hex -[my wife's] sister. out to, dances,
parties, God knows what. wWalk'her =
because I. didn't drive, I couldn't
too young. I wouldn't even kiss- her
night. WHat, kiss your. sister goodnight
because, that's ‘the way 1 took .thenm,
upon them. And to marry_ ‘them, -ifo,
sent ,away to marry somqbody 362 |

Sv.when people came from .the Old couat

they'd stay at’ our. house ite |

_-father, were like I Fuess,

to_all the newcol‘l&&
t Tegarded-.as] pat

ey,  were' just, 1i

That

archs or matrxazchs

“Swersky, he wouldn’t}
if.you are' home he'd’ come evez.,

ask: you;

/ EE ;youl

3 ve:yboay
used 'to con Not to; call up,, Just to
come in._. ; ot
- “What: .are iyou ‘doing ‘mtaying/ nome?
we'll "have.'a. game: of poker./ Come -
Call up -Sheffman! _Call' 1 & s 3

Charlié SLevitz nnd, you,_know we got seven
or eight hands augh 51354 of I ¥

The/ Jewish ! q:oup that we 'had here years ¥
ago’ were “tremendous: They were very. .very
close, . -We-always .had -ocx,:u. . ‘We always
got ’ together<.. It . was xeallx really- . i .

I'm gonha .say,-a home away. . £rom -
You'd tenlly feel, you'd never have
¥ Evezybndy s doox‘ was




open. You'd, come in, you were made more
” than wélcome. Today, it's a different
life cause it's a different generation.
All -the older people, some have moved
‘away. Some have died. You know? And
there's newer, ones come n? And they are

4 different entirely. It's, not the same at
< all.365 %

As a matter of fact we kept boarders.. All -~
L 5l g the® peddlers 'stayed in our ‘house. You
. 4 ~ should see what was ‘done. Rosh Hashonah,
or Yom Kippur,'Pesach.. When™ they all used

- to T come - together., Like ten or twelve .-
¢ boys. . And ‘they could eat. . [laughs]
Whatever,: Momma cooked. they, . eat- every- . 3 2 do

1ing’“up:you know. . d it was, a 16t of .

T‘hey sleep on' the floor, they didn't .. .
0.go .anywheére.  Stay With the rabbi,

thh the shochet. Because they know they
et Yiddishe meals you know:and, ‘it felt,

Yike home you know.

- -

The dlstxnguxshing quallty. of this ““family". was' that

w367

- weverybody was’ together. This meant that:

- Well all the Jews -there, : used. to' be,
e united you' know. ALl tnhé families, were
very, close. Used.to be close —-

- During the summer like we used to.gd ou\-.,
in the couritry for a’ drive.. ‘We .all, ‘used
to, get' together in one place. . A certain
place like there's a’ place Kelligrew's, .
about twenty miles from St.. John's. = We' .- .
used to get out in the field.. During
summertime yes: - Like pick'berriea or,

jut » in town all  the famhea uséd to ‘be .
.They used to ‘have: a lot..of -parties - s

v - ] ere.. .
- Every Sunday somebody made a big,party. .
xn\/ned the whole congregation. .- : .

E - Invited the whole congre ation., Sure.  ,In
g *'‘the houses and,. myself, I used to - enf_et-
. tain 'so much.. ‘Not anymore.368 :
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It also meant that it was a support system for its members:

* Enormous, tremendous family strength. and
the community strength. Everybod W
everybody . else. =--—- Everybody helpe:
everybody else, _But yet retained their
own identities.369 P

. {41 stayed .wien. ‘I used to, come ¢o st. 2
k " John's, 1 dtayed with them. - In their . s
House. and,

then. he prcposed to me.
‘[laughs] -

= There was no othey girls:. 5 &
’ [laughing]. ' Therd,  was not many -Jewishj

J girls theré. We ggt married in-1933. | .

v [AK: = Did you.havela 'big wedding therg . in

Shul. Thé whol congrega:.
tion was invited. His mother, had to make -
the .wedding ‘and she baked everything.

~ ..My father was o, hegvas  tped’

- rabbi there. ~v ;

- And, she made evetyt)ung herself. Pre-'
_pared@ everything. It was not such & thing
to go out and:you know.- And, Gater’ it.

- = Bach one, baked and cooked: I mean.every-
; ne. —o
X Helped’ out. o
. Ml the members. o£ the ‘congregation you
now —- . : " ;
" - Made the wedding. E T . ot i
~ This,one made bagel, . and .this.one, made 3 N

- fish/and this one brought this.:. Yeah. . e
- Yeah,, it .was'a differenf world. =
= But everyone was invited I ‘mean. everyone

was whoever was ‘there.
.+ = Whoever was there, ‘the, Jewigh familiés, o §
. . 3 . were invited' to the wedding. 370°

1. .If the co’mmu‘n'uy' hdnd was built on a common heritage, it

was s:rexp:hanea mz(ﬁ.uy by external pressures.. ‘People

Y
»-peculated as: they \spoke. . 'l"hey needed each Dthe: mD:a .

‘because of their ~1lolat’}jon."

TN .



& aifferent"| then -

. -.and ‘maybe jfhey

their ‘"offidjal" rhetoric, would.have me:believe:

Well, the way I get it is, that it was a
cohesive communmity. They worked together.
They tried to build a community, so that
they needed each other because they were
very isolated. It's not like tdday where
you climb on a plane or you drive across the
island, you know, it was a big,, it was a big
trip to. leave this island.37)

.. .the: old" group, ' we'did 'know everybody .

There was a smaller ' group. and and, we- were -

igon to be together. °Today, we'ré ‘accépted
‘mOTe. .¥ou.go. to anybody 'and they know What

wanted “to be together -more we had more rea.

*--'a_Jew-is ‘and -they know.that, you don't have

ito .be afraid ‘of them and "you don't, ‘and we
!"know 'that we're not ‘the ‘only people with
money, in the world or; we're not.all suc-

' .Yere and we were, we. were more .isolated. We '

_cessful ~and We're “all money grubbers or-.

we're all this type 'of -thing. = And these
‘were some of  the old -~ I think we -banded

together:, -out'-of, ‘we needed to. We .needed .

.to band “ together, we needed to be close

together. . But . today,  .it's a different

world; you're: ‘you're more, educated. - You're
more ‘eiposed, to to the world.,-t¥You hop on a
‘plane and’ yofi:.go * somewhere. - You're not
sitting’ hese. amongst, you know, a . small
group.  When my folks went to Montreal it
took 'ém a week to get theré. They'd-go on
the train. 'They'd’ 'go in groups. -All the.
business people'd go at the same.time, stay

in the sams-hotel. .It was just like being”

"home..\/.,'!'imes iange ‘But they ‘had a great
life, 'like. tha mes. change ‘and ‘and,  your
thoughts  chang What you, need changes.

,And -- a comnunity changés and ‘and, you can -
be here. Whoever heard of a Jew, being,‘in -

in, St. John's: in the nineteen thirties or
forties, ~and didn't’ tell anybody, Now you

_stayed -together. because they were 'more

- less accepted, less assinmilated than .




‘dictate Jewish practice and identity ‘to Jews, wh

~

can go up to, I, hear, stories on, CBS news
_about Dr. So and So at the university.
“‘heard of, you. know? They're hefe
TWey're all over. So, its Like
. living .in 'Montreal. They're  tho
= thcusands of Jews -- you you just don|
‘el Now- here . ‘there are hundreds
Fon t kncw 312.

¢
ChaJ\ge then, is. identified mth the free

Gne's owh Jewish 1denuty,_ apart from'a ‘“con

".other words, . it sxgnalled a chaneﬁge to and|, ixeedom fxom

tradition. . In the, past uo\.anon empowered |" tradxtlon to

y came o't

John's. The “lack of nncnymity nour)shed confor ny, compli—

ance was the precedent to adoption by the commupity-family.:

Wheh' the -war '"opened, things up," - tbe commnity 16st its

insularity. Tradition, formerly the source of the cohesion

and. continuity of tiie community, was” challenged asan

obstacle - to p:ogres-s,:a drooping countenance in need of a
; [«

faceusr.. 'rhia bzed resentment t—.owaxd those nho came in and

criticized, or llter, who. came to toun but neve; "declared”

.‘Well...we » know _::h{t there are, people asgo-
ciated with the university .who are of, the
Jewish, religion. 'But, a 1.6t of the,|'I
think there areysome that we don't even know

~ are, they don't show, themselves)..

. "just-a, I'd say there's. a percent-
age of, Of thome, of Jewish, race, at the
unive;nh:y ‘whb, we know about that, who, hre
they, they ' tell me that,
people: around that we don't

now «




revéiled by the accompanying associations:
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The topic most often recalled as a symbol of change was

the ¥ecision to bulld a new synaggaue: It ‘signified a

crossroad, in the commnity's life story: ~ a shift in visidn

from the past to the -future, and a relurqu)sh:ng of chila-

hood, leaving "home." Below, set in' the ccn&ext,cf the

communi £y its sigpificance is

A,

“time ‘line" -—< the .war --

{ § i
+w.prior to the; ‘'end of the war you know, it
was 'a, an' old, community: .You' know what I i
mean. = They were all here . for, quite .a
L number ‘of years. -, 'And ‘the, - Yaig "
newer 'people .come in and -=
moved’ in. They came -here .to practice 'and
that. Some of 'em™haye been very, benefi-
cial to the community, others. weren't. —-
Some of ‘the, American . forces stationed  at
Peperal were quite -- active 'in the: commun-
ity. For a while and...theh 'a_ couple .of
‘em, married and stayed -here . like ' Mac
Rosen. And Mengie, Shulman. Their names
probably came up. - And - they brought a new...,
perspective to the community. Moreiof, -an ,
.Americanized, if you like, where before it
was very colonial. ‘And -~ the -- the people
‘after ‘that time, that's,.’of course when, -the
younger genaranon started “getting ‘a little
active. ‘Before - that, ' they . were very,
narrow-ninded in ‘'théir thinking - and, you
know, if it weren't for these other. péoplé .. -
coming in, -they'd still have the synagogue s
down . Henry . Street . .‘'cause that was good
. ' enough for them. —
[AK: Narrow-minded in' what ‘sense?]” -
Well they couldn't see, too .far ahead you
know what I mean? They were quite happy”the
way t}ungs weré going. ‘And, they were quite
content.’. Yeah...There was a-couple =-- very . ~
< . 'progressive’ ones like, Louie' Swersky was a
very - progressive-minded ‘person. " But don‘t
forget  that. -Louie . had fa better education
than 'a'lot. of chu{a peopYe and it-gets right




back fhey fihad no ‘' formal ‘educatio.
| - when they went to, school
- S/Ruana or Poland, wherever they f‘came

they®learned the, the Talmud and they
leatned, arithmetic “they. didn't 'know, any-
thing, about -anything - ten miles from
their community. 8o, you can't blame them .
for-that.374 e 3

The rhetoric accémpanying mention oF :ach gf the two
synagiouss Bets’ thes im steiking opposition as two syansla:
the original'}?enry\ Street synagogue, the symbol of the first

- generation, of the community-as-family, Of 'struggle and
eolidarity, ©of the.pastsand the .new -Elizabeth Avenue edi

» o :
. fice the symbol: of the second genaxation, of - progress and

chunge, of affluence and arrival, oi the™ future. . The’

passages below, construct the symbol bf the Henry Street

synagogue out pf "0ld Country" materials: self-sufficiency,
‘ . S "

egalitarianism, p}x e in and commitment to community:

. .we—fanteds to ‘build the ‘communityd And
that was the way, everybody, accepted\h...
» . Everybody in the community, had a sense of
© - duty towards the community.. And  you |acted
. as Ifr‘__Mu Te just oge family.375

Oh thay started talking about it, |just,
z about. building. Yeah, probably in| '25,
'26. Start talking some more. By '31/) each
one. gave, about three hundred dollar i
hundred ‘dollars. And, we build a
Yug. Yeah, the lowest* had to. give
hundred dollars it was a big amount,
s time you know, '30, '31. Most of '
. . three hundred - dollars. There was one,
.Abrahadi Cohen, one of the Cohens, he gave a
g thout'ax}d dollars. All their names is, is

-




there. You can find I think a list of
donors, in' the . synagogue. I think they
still have it. Yeah, you can have a look at
that,376 -

And that, synagogue we®Built, my husbana,
. all. the ‘members had to, pledge. My husband
: ¢ pledged whatever ~1I think that time five

. hundred .dollars. We didn't had, ¢oo m
. ¥~ believe’ me we ~--' We tried to spare from
il ourgelf, and gave it to them.  'Cause you
can™t make yourself lower than anybody. You
see in' our congregation, I'm going to- tell
. oo . ysu.  They're 'wonderful people.- . They're
very very nice. And they're’' very charit-
#able. But you see if you got a.store, .and
you go for trips .a big something, I got to
- have the. same one. If you give; a hundred
0 . dollars, I got to. give two hundred. 'You
haven't got it? .---- 'You have got -it,' you
: know? See we .all got. to. give: alike: My
husband had to pay at that time, .‘three
hundred dollars a year then.377 - . £

Not . surprisingly, it .was an '"adopted" outsider who

precipitated the change to.Elizabeth Ayenue:

[ . 2 \

. 5 . \ .
] by He was, taking an active part, in the, syna-
W, gogue. He helped to build, the new. shul...
It-'was his idea. The work, he was doing all
the work. . Talking into them [them into it]
and, everybody was. satisfied ' with. that
- shul. ‘'How many have we got? That shul's
- . « good enough.' ~'No, it's, not the right
place to have a shul, it's a poor street on,
Henry Street you know.': We have to get a-,'
you know where we're locaped now on Eliza-

: - . beth Avenue?378 . ¢

v

The fagade of  the, old .building reflected the face of the '

community, and the change was the facelift to which -I

referred earlier:




Well,  they wanted a more, . modern establish- .,
“mént...And, the -'syriagogue on Henry Street

just outlived 'it's, usefulness' that, it

i just, became an olfi\building, with the pass- .
. age of time.d * . . -

changev was- resisted by .many, and ‘the story of the

& : Yy was £ ly to illustrate the
. : . ,

tenacity of tradition:..

€11 I khow, before they built the syna-
gue .on’ Elizabeth Avenue' that there were :
some who'. were ' against it. ~ But, the G
majority, weré for it.- By
~ There were .quite a ‘few that, didn't want .
it back then...They thought they ~were . °
undaxtaking 466 nuch, ‘for. the’ size of ‘the
d 4 conmunity'
v . - They, paid the mortgage off very fast.
-'Yes/ 'but not even . that, -The" idea of . 3
s 5. .having certai new ideas' ir,: the . shul :
ifsélf. - In -- the way' it looks. A bit
modern  with the, .
There: was a. whole

wouldn't == - -

4 - Well you get any community togethex and

1wy you, you'll find somebody [laughs] who,
oo “  disagrees with everything.:

- We always uged to say the Leviu ‘were . on-
5 = one side ‘and ‘the wilannkys, [laughs] were
e on the other.  [latghs]
- The older crowd like a, rabbi who could .
sing, -and . daven the xhal.' the " younger -
. T ‘crowd. 1like "a 'little bit, more outgoing ] i
and, . modern, guy- 80 there was -, there
weze .1“,,. fights right? [3aughe ) .

A ‘I asked one of the older .mémbers’ why |they decided to

. kbuila a new shul. mHis present cénsciousness responds as he
" + : : i & - %
identifies the eizli"\er conflict with that curreritly plaguing

. the community. utax) the. appeal for progress had been:won,




and the past put behind them, it became apparent that they
3 p3
were . to be. short-changed by ¢he future. This left them with

a aying past, a modern face, and an uncertain future: 3

Because the gther one was, not good enoug
Because we people, you know we, we wanted a
better shul' lwe wanted to have a dancing
hall,  we wanted to ‘have- a, a, for the
children a school. For the school, what do
you call a, a-place for the school? We want

' to have a place for-the meetings? We wanted 7
> it all.and we paid it all we, becaulle .we
y had, quite a few members that time. Now wé.
! haven't got it. s The most, a lot of members

\ are left us you know.. Some of them are gone
altogéthier; them, moved out’ to

Toronto, . to, to Montreal - and = different
places. ‘Now, now we have you,' see our shul
didn't you? Now we have a beautifu.

by We ‘have everything . there. But we haven't
got' much, ~many members- now. As I said, a

. members are moved away
The passage beldw expresses to me the symbolism of the -
story of. the two -synagoguess , Certainly - the .values are
clear: old is “not good enough” ‘and new is better and

’ -
beautiful., More than a comment on’ Urban remewal, however,

‘the observation.strikes me as ‘a metaphor' for the original

. community:

The building is gome, ~You know, I saw it.
Nothing there. You know, it was, they're
putting on something else, they -tore it,’ you
know it was old. You. know., And’ they're
making a new building f£df sométhing.. And I
e * don't know What are -they Moing.38 ot

lot of ‘members f{re, gghe and. a7 lot of .

[
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Just as she bore witfess to the reality'that the old build-

ing is gone, so aré her memories, as a survivor ¥ testimony
to the reality that the ‘“original” community . no longer
exists. Yet it lives for the very reason that she and the
Sthars afe: survivors «of change, and the only ones who can
see the oppositions. Asmlong as they continue ‘td remember,

the ‘past lives. The attitudes’ of their children reflect

. their allegiance to_ the ‘legacy: For example. I “asked

whether there mi‘g‘ht be .a. mové' toward Reform Judaism ¥n_ order

to attxact more Nbern and" the :esponse was adamant~

Not 1‘ don‘t think -they'd .do ‘that.
Because, .  the ' present -membership, are  not.*
interested in, . converting - to Reform...
Because, we've adhered,  to the ‘same .type of
service: Right from;. the.very start of the, -
organization...a Conservative, seating
arrangement. with. ‘an. Orthodox , service —-''
That's been .maintained .evér. since I pcan
Temember:it. -1 know I wouldn't.want to see '
it changed, towards Reform and, I -think the
’ other members, would feel the same way.

They evidently:do: _, o i

We are -all, wé're st#ill' ---- traditional.
 * You kinow. And that's the way I-want it and

that we want ‘it. And, we've ‘néver had, well

we've had .very’ little, ' discussion at one

time I remeiber.them talking

Reforn, ‘naybe, that will hota Tt = ¥ig Ter

or something.

He makes reference to "a radical who came in from Montreal

and had different ideas than we were brought up with":



We rejected that, _immedjately. 'Cause - we
were' brought up with this and “if I'm going
to stay with it, I'm going all the way, if"
you know what. I mean. And this is the way -
that I, the only 'way. that I Xnow 'it: And
the way that I like it. You know. -And this
is the way we've decided that we want it. .

[AK: Is there resistance to Jews.that come

Un hum Un hum. O£ they come ‘in t}unklng
‘like us, fine. But.if.they come in to try
to' Reform “us, .forget ‘it. " Simple as that.
You ' know. We fare so tew, and. we were
brought up in this and we're gonna stay with -
this 8o dong as we're here. A i

V.- Perlin:. “An Associational éxus':ax"

Well, there wasn't  too .many Eu:opeans, at
that time' [we. cueJ. 1 mean they were there
for a while you know?' European yeah. . But,
they were there for a while and they got, a
little ! ==-- Americanized, : when 'we first
2, came, they become a little, far away from;
4 there was, the Perlins, did you hear of the
. pexun, fanily there?386 "

During: thé course.of colleéting, I was. asked repeat-

- edly, “you heard ‘about Perlin?"' I began to anticipate the

inevitable round of personal stories, anecdotes and commen-
<

tary asscciated with Israel Perlin, the ostensible -founder

of the Jewish community in land. He is‘w

for his status as pn\of’the first Jew:
islandy and for his education, his "u‘ul{h" and genetoaity.
His .exvsce\ tié SoagERGAE KN, it e fanily backgfound.

He was the son ‘of a well-known rabbi in Timkovets, “White'

settlers on the’

'
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Russia, and Perlin himself had some education in England
where he had lived for several years prior to immigrating to
North America. Conl.quenu'y..v he spoke English fluently, an
ability both revered and appreciated by the nevly-arrived,
Yiddish-speaking "greenhorns.”
" The '.cozx., conflict as to whether Perlin himself began

as a peddier. He was -already established when the next

. generation of peddlers arrived’ on the island, -and many will
deny that he. peddled as they did; others claim that he did;. .

his story no lei

prosaic than their ‘own. In any case, he
supplied all of the incoming yo\::n% men-with goods.to' pedale;

' and sent them out with packs ‘Go, their bicks.. I bave besn
told that, within a week after arrival in St. John's, every
Feish young_man would be taken dovn to ses "01d Man Perlin®
who would "fix them up®- with a pack and send thes off into
the country.

" In the classic sense, Pgrlin was a landsman to “the
boys." He spoke with them in Yiddish, striking an immediate
familial bond through their common language. Thus, legend .

has cast him |

"father to the peddlers.® In 1909, he

\ .
became _the honorary: "President for Life" of the new Hebrew

fon of land,a’ second association affixed
“tb Hn dn oral tradition.’ S g ™ »
" There is conflict inhernt in this story, hovever,.ss
he following.passage illustrates: )

N\




* stay, -pray the  whole -day.  Th

¢ 'A'he irony,

£am11y "d!dn t mix wh‘,h f.he Jawl-

both an affront and-an enigma in oral tndiluon.

When we_ came to, Newfoundland,

“as it, happened, we came in on ¥om

day. - The boat came. in. And" my :
went right to shul. To- daven And of

course, Perlin happened to come from our

hometown...It “was- called Timkovets in,

Russia. And now in, in White Russia.
His Yather Perlin's, was one of the gxeat—
est, rabbis, in - .

In Europe. In -- at home. % .
Yeah. Home. He was -a man with a . long

beard and he- used to study the, Talmud,

all the time you know and .everybody had

the ‘gr atent respect Rabbi Moishe Perlin, ™
‘was). i

and, I'll say how come, what become of his’
son? We figure [chucklés] if his father.
would see him. And all’ of hi
-all’ .married the, gexl yeu
whole -family.

He didn't bring'em ‘up in ‘a

all married Christians: His,
and daughters,” all married-
Now :h"i'Lr‘ie T family are gone.
Completely goyim there...So we could see
the difference, of the £
the grandfather and, his
children what, what Dbecame .of
know? And ‘everybody, I mean: they weren't,
religjous like Yom Kippur. @6 There in the
0ld ~Couritry - everybody, would

e ey
running. around and, talking ‘an®, didn't
Bind the,: the chazzen (cantor) or ‘whatever
you know.387

nd the agony, ‘of the Perlin story i that

_man. 'Now_here .we come his
son, gng out -’ Yom ur' and jingles,
money in <. pocket. . %a walks -around

'l'hil loss oi an ,r? }i‘xe

family - to thl cclmunity penista as an unruclved confllct,



%

-effect, "“fused together in the ‘image"

context of a' complete work. The aggregate meaning o
“the: cluster. is larger than .the ‘sum of its assochatig

v

<

When an idea to be expressed is intangible or subcon-

scious, a speaker may select and assemble tangible images or

_associations with that idea which symbolize it, and may

never tefer specifically to the idea at all.>®®  Burke

refers to these associations as the "invisible meanings”
389

The interrelated

that I ound cer‘xax idea.

"me;l{ngﬂ" or i‘maggxy form a- pattern whi‘c'h suggegts Athar.
there is’an “organizational principle” behind them. These
associations "body forth! this principle which, ' upon
analysis, enable one to idem.if'y and name its‘ controlling
%dleaﬁ. “Thus," says Burke, "t}'xe imagery could be said. to
convey an’ invisible, .intangible idea in termsof' visible,
tangible things." By noting the assbciatiox?a which -accom-

pany a topic, one can discover "what a certaih thing means

‘to the speakér.® Burke calls' the .system an “associational

#390

cluster. All" of  the associated meanings are, ‘in

as it functions in the
391

That-. thing ael the center .of the cluster, then, becomes a

.didactic symbol for the network ‘of, associations -= and the

* controlling idea.

The. primary cluster, the one most exfensive and ‘per-
sistent throughout the narratives, is that.which accompanies
the name of Israel Perlin.’ Thdsubject was a catalyst that

N R

i




seemed to necessitate comment or elaboration. In short, the
story of Perlin was a mandatory lesgon in the course Of my

education in and by this community. And the story was

recalled time and again. .This is not to say that each time
'

Perlin's name: arose, in the course of a dialogue, the
"whole" cluster -- that is, the gamut. of associations - —-
Would be expressed,” The “whole" web of associations; to
unich I refer as the Perlin clueter, is an aggregate .of all
| W6 inGiVidUal aESOSTAtionE Glingine.tewEhls LOEIOAL Gata-

lyst.

As each spéeaker identified his perspective.-of Perlin;

the man, to me, he asserted his attitudes towards the asso-
" ciated topics: the assertion of attitides was the strategy
' to influence my perspective on the same topics.. What was
significant wii tiie consistency of . the Jua:egy from ‘one

individual ‘to the. next. The ‘identifications with Perlin

were echoed throughout - the  community, the same attitudes’

asserted. - It .was evident. that ' this topic ' provoked . a
*Goiginlty Velser to_spe‘aky and_it. represented something
lazger than iteelf. Thus, Perlin. functioned as aBymbol.
An' exploration of the:ciuster enabléd me to ‘tuns into: the

‘frequency of this "community voice.' . Consequently, the

”inv}aible nenningu" hehind the 'Aymbcl mnterlalxzed. .and the
2

second, rhetozical motive |was revealed -along with the cent

€ral community conflict. 3 3
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Topically, the identifications with Perlin were on two

levels. The "literal" identifications informed. me of the

man's function and status in the . community and his family

" 'situation. The "symbolic" identifications were extrapolated

" was.the -- . the.biggest”man there.

% fella"

from his "discord" with community norms and were universal-

ized. They became exemplars' of the community's confl

whxch unleashed the barra of community commentary.

o saxd one ‘of the fofid% peddlers, -
; w392

“In’ our tine

\u is the peddlers’
eye—v:ew of ‘Perlin t‘nat legend has Ppreserved; the . ambidnt
qua!xty ‘of 'the lagent is h)s ltature. "...yes, everybody
“knew ‘I.F: Perlin. He helped mpny:: people."393 The titles
t.ha: Perlin bears inflate the imaqe‘ of the m;n and .distin-
guish him from the rest: he was "father to the peddlers"
and "P:egxqanc for life" of .the congregation. From these

two associations, the grand image- of the. "short. little
394"

. Eohtrasting hispeducation and’ language fatility with' “the

boys' " want for both: . G el £

Perlin . had .a 'wholesale .-business. And the
- ‘'peddlers used to 'go to Perlin because they
could .speak- to ‘him. He could speak their
language. Right? And when they went, and
when they went in the country, and they were
peddling; didn't want- to come home, to .orde:
some. more merchandise; so they had self
addressed envelopes, to Perlin. ''And_ ‘they:
wrote -their order in "Jewish, you knbw. “and
sent it.t erlin. The old man looked after

Perlin'

was "built... Below, his stature is augménted: by -



it and filléd the order and mailed it out
to'em...That's how, " Perlin, became the -~
I don't know what they call, like ‘the -
He became the. father confessor. To ‘'em all
because, they caquld write to.him.. Any prob-
lems they had they wrote to him in Jewish.
- They couldn't ‘spegk English. , They couldn't
write it. So they wrote to Old-Man Perlin.
You see where he comes into it now?395

He also "came .into it".in 'this ‘sense: ' 'Hé, was always, ‘the

president, out president”:3%¢

. It.was'honor, like, honor...just, 'give him a
little respect..you know. Because -le - worked
with: the congregation for o .long you. know?
Although none of the kids came t6'shul but,
~he himself, used. to cane all t'he tine.39

“Other‘than’ meager L hkEactar description “that ‘amounted
to only a few adjectives -- "educa{ed," "intellectual,"

“kind," '"genemus." "helpfux," and _"different”. (from ‘th

rest of the group) -- a more intimate, poxtralt ofe Perlln fas
hever painted which inferred Kis d1stance frop the othe s+
. §

./ '
/ ...n may. be that he' gave . quite ‘a mz of
7 .‘money,, o .the building~ of . it [the syna- -
ég - goguel. . And ‘so you 'know, earned, gratitude

and ‘respect: They alwaye' respected him even
though they, they weren't very close’ with
him.3%8 7, PR s s

There was

‘scord inaihuated in that -he was.consis-

tently "excepted': .
|

[AK:* Was there a.class system in the Jewiah
community?] *
i No, except for the “Perlins.399
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...The Jewish people got by, and they made a*
nice living you know, and, I wouldn't say .
there were no millionaires but, the only:one ¢ (
was . Perlin. They ~were °well-to-do- °
-famxly."‘m

To them he (emained an enigma. .The conflict in his

story only accentuates.the enigmatic quality:
’ : % ’

0ld - Man ' .Perlin: was . fantasti “on yeali., - G

. 'They, went to_ every ‘bar ‘mitzvah,’ hin and: :
T L ‘herz 1 mean, they weat to my ha: mitzvah, -
" You know &nd)- everybody. knew'im. mean 0ld.. .,

. 'Man Perlin' was.thg. president: of the, prési-
dent of: the Jews Of -Newfoundland., But a&ll: .. .
‘his . kids, -éveryone :of'em, not one. of'em .’ X
i g X d - matried-in. Not onel.’'And neve!, none of'em * stk
’ | ever’associated with- anybody:. 't under-

‘stand it.. Think it was the old: lady.

- The agonism at the core of the ,?e:lin story .was. that
his famidy “aidn't with the Jews: “I know he was. b

highly . respectéd bu’: 1 don't - think fpe uan'ggb o min- . .

\‘91; «402 o5 ‘Sne woman undexstund the pxoblem. . Gxadually, PP
& as the-stozy was constxucted. the " attitudes 1awards Perlin

! P # R
became clear: g .

g " K \ . e
..-they, intermingled. And they wbknf, to the -
better places...And would never ever admit, * .
‘to being Jewish. /'They were rgm,. converts; ., .. . .
the. first, family of conven-. ;

i

1-8n ¢ ‘think he ever, waitea" a_Jéw if his v
S store. Because when my father, and Dave Sax . ;
\ .. [sic], and Sam Levitz came herej .he told .; i
] them,- to pack a bag, and get the hell out to - ay o

. . Corner Brook and Grand Falls and. Lewisport . l
' : T and, what not. He, Te.didn't’want anybody . 1
_around St. John's: R .\ 2 P {
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. e : .
Perlin was not, hospitable. She particu-
larly. I, never .knew that he invited:any ' -
. of, the Jewish people that.lived there, for’ .
a meal. He certainly never invited any of
. P the poor peddlers.' He used to, save, the s
g ,Jewish newspaper from New York for me, and I. P {
‘used to go to the door, and knock ©n the
door, and he’d bring it out to “the doormeei
. -never invited .me in. They were Tnot too
_ hnspuable.‘“’f' 7 Vo e i
manre falls “rhetorically .on- Perlin's wife who appar— |
> v N
sntly ﬁreferred the company'Gf the St. John s society: i b
bl ) ; s ; "
I think r.hey always were considered aitie;- i
; o ént. -They were considered.snobs...There was b
Ve © 7., Some resentment about. their, ‘not mingling. .
. 0 4 I know, -I could hear my mother talking ot
. w about Mrs: Perlin.[laughs] at her, 'putting * .. . £
. on_ airs. And' there was; yeah, there) was
" quite’ a bit.of bad £eelzng about that T -
think.406 ar i
o na 1esiz direct fashion, dneédotes were told to illus- - 1
X % i . ~ " !
trate 'a point, the speaker afﬁen reihforcing it afterwards -, i
= " w A
by, asking me, "do you ‘get my mear‘ng?" r -"do you unde:-_

» stand ‘what -I'm-saying?", For example, Mrs. Beflin's preten- S Ry
_stons and: denial’ of her origins were depicted as Ludu:xoua -
efforts because her. immigrant accent branded heg “one of the,

'f'anuy' whethéx lhe liked it or not. .Language, Or accent,- -
xs the umigrant s inﬂxssolume link with the past; a :{anuy
+ .crest for .f.hose who uupport thp- chun: a brzmd tut \theta'
' who wo\‘:ld as soon dis oct\ata. 4nd numuace."« }}t the | "
s same_time, the intent as ‘to draw a coxrelnnon betwsen her -t
"attitude and the: "lcca“ of the Perlin tamuyx & ! T



¥ "

| ' All Perlin's childred became go¥in. One

b * hundred percent. They had nothing what- v ¥
iy . 3 . soevet to do with ‘the Jewish community. -, . 3
! " % Nothina. ----(The old lady, came to shul” . A
[ s one time. €y used .to <come. to Rosh 3 g i
R . Hashonah. The old man was president for \ )
. 4 . 1ife. So . she came and ‘somebody was . .
~ Speaking . in Jewish. And the old lady

; * said’ [in exaggerated Yiddish accent]éj}s?— 44
™ language is’ dey speaking?' = That's wWhat, o i

¥ 2 : she was like.. So their kids were brought -«

i, - up, nothing.407" . .

‘A second anecdote followsin a similar vein: ' 2

2 , His ‘wife was the one 'who said, 'now what -
B © ~ is a bagel?" GShe looked at a bagel and .
Lo vy said ‘'what is that?  What is a .bagel?'

b * ¥ cause she trie to be very fancy- : ’
ahlmnc}r.‘ws' }\‘ ® . ;

. '
Another  purported pxe’e that' received critical’
" “commént was the Berlin family's claim to have, come from * B

England, as argued by this individual: VZ
g RS e ‘
Don't mind that. That's a bit of bullshit -
JesThere's a’ fella Rere and he was telling
somebody...He ‘'says 'my parent§ cpme Yrom
- England.' See. Aaron’ says ‘'su they came
o " * from England’ but they came from ipkovets «
} . first, -before they' =-- [laughs] you know,

L B ' the old

. as,’: as
»«Perlin,
o Ty months,
) . ol@ man

1 ) i accent

years or three years.
you know, dldn't speak Z}Eu-h...uiﬂmut an

.. European, accent 8o don't,
Tell you, you know.4Q9
-

mAn ‘was, they're Europeans, the same
my .parents. You Know,
my father was -in '‘Emngland for, six
before he came here. And .and, the
Perlin might have been there for two
But they certainly,
or anything. ey had a ‘good

mind what they

alright so’



. The critical comentary reaffirms . the . sommunicy's
egalitarian precepts.’ It ,also’ Teflects Ja bauc cultursl

precept from the s)‘ltetl that *an individual could not ‘hide

his ér her social background because eventially his behavior-

- would betray hid. Since social class was public.knowledge,
. i i

delusions of grandeur were:deiided and condémned.?0 No

) ") : :
individual was beyond. rebuke, 'including "heroes," but .the
Y . .

nature and extent of the rebuke varied.
As audxence, b & learned that I ‘might. look only as deeply
1nto this sensxexve topic ‘as' I was permxtted. ‘There ,was a

code Bf propriety that .served as a subtle rhetdrical device

to censor ‘the topic from the discussion. .This illustrated,,

among other things, .the censorship which occurs in the

. creation "of . a selective self-image by eliminating the

* ‘'unfavorable featurés of the past.. .Pascal refers to this.

process as "opaquing,”. the ‘appearance of cni}dor when, actu-

ally, there is-'an omission or intentional de:e‘ption.an

This Buggests the di y what the audience may

want to hear vsis what is deemed aggrogtiate for her to

hear. While people were concerned that I."get:-itf right," .

Thus, 'they were able to mask conflicts which blemished .the

past. 3% ~

/ The example below illustrates -this cdie of: propriety in
: : ° ;

context. It represents a typical intaiacticn between a
‘ ¢ . :

that tranalated to “get it" as they wished to offer it. -
. >

]
i
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~ o
husband ‘and wife; consistently,% it was :the wife who

‘attempted to censor the topic by reprimanding her  husband or -

interrupting the course ‘of the "inappropriate".’ subject
" ; : ;

matter: .
? U B , ra
' N . - < .wWell, Mf: Perlin had a wholesale place,
you. know. ;. ‘We used to buy from, there were "
a, few, 'peddlers - here. I. wasn't -alon
N .. " -'twas, . probably, four or five boys here.
I don't know where they are now. They are . =3
- al-, they are alive or, don't know. Amd . "
. Mr. Perlin who had-.a wholesale place and “
; we all used to buy for hix, the goods; to
, o ‘" go with the pack. And Mf. Perlin was, our S

iR L pxendent in. the nhu oné time.  And he .
° 3 was a nice ‘man.- But, the family, weren't
much of Jewish you kn . "All the child-
soe e wny you want %o’ talk of ¢ 187
=, i =Just a' minuté: now: {‘)Q the  Childrén!
s they're here, theré, ‘there's orie son here,
. . who's a, ‘who's married .to a girl

Z . Montreal - =

. - This is not concerh -to

“- .She want. to know probab\ly. 4

H
i
H
i
i

- No, no. . $ o
: . - He was, he was real Jewish, but - the chud- a3 .
3 . ren = . ¢ ‘_ S
o - He was ‘& nice man. . ; .
\‘_ < - are, are mot, : they -= ehey

;don't == they don‘t mix to, mix with-the

- e oA . . " Jewish. The children, and then theif sons B
. ¢ their old, the old man died ‘you know? . And *’ E
: his son died, ‘and now he have, ‘the grand- &
3 B 2] .children. Like, there's a couple of young “ L
fellas, - young boys, they're not married . . L.
2 yet I don't; one is married. "[sighs]. But T /
they don't go, they don't mix with the
Jewish. They were kind of, were kind of
-==- how, will I say =--- the =={= R
-'That's .all you have to know.!| They don't

L 4

e ¢ mix. [chuckles] - o
i A - They, they they didn't becomé =---- you .,
¥ . _understand any Jewish?.et # 28
H . ="He didn't mix with the .Jewilsh" peopls. ¥ 3 Lo
5 Wnt 8 all. fThey didn’t =~ ST
4 R %
» & 'y Rl L
- = T b &




’ ; . 1
. . 3 . .
.- Yéah, so they didn't mix with the Jewish
none. Now the, there were a Gittleson \
¢ heré? ' A Mx; ' Gittleson -here. But, when » |
7 I...was here, he, I knew 'im for about one 4
year. They had a, furhiture store. -But, 3
- I-was one year here and, I didn't know 'im 3
B -much you- know,. but they\ were also,” you
know, not much ‘of Jewish you know. , They
were kind ‘of, ‘more of ---- how would I say
it, you [his voice rises and Ea].li] know, o
you know what I mean -
- They didn't mix,.with the Jewish people 80
what I'm, interfering -isn't- it?...But
. there!s nothing to. tell- aboutj Gittleson |
. L you don't have to tell becausethey moved -
3 . out when we' came you know, and, we don't s
know him... v .
, . [AK: Can you tell me, .did Perlin ‘sort.of . ' .. '
¥ b gue . act as a father - for the new peddlers that'. 4
‘came over here? Did he help people-along?]
- He helped us along. He made- mopey om us. -
- - We used to buy ‘for him and he used to . L
. « make. good : money, .good ' -- made money, -you Pt
> : . know, how business. are. He .used to we
2 o , used to buy from him'all the, goods and'he Tl w0
used, charge us for . whatever le was. , A B
‘nice man. .A real nice man.
~'A real gentlemm
‘- His ‘wife waed't, hxs wite waen! 't ‘much: you
.. know. v
- = Yeah. wh-, w‘hy *she wag nice .too but she,
: n't mix with the Jewish at all. . :
. - Didn't mix with the Jewilh at all. o, .
- She was a really - "
- He, was a bit with the Jeuuh -you -know, a“* . 5
.ty ! little bit’yo! you know. . See his son, his. son 4 8 [
i married a).high class, a Mr: Crosbie .you i
know?. High people; high cluls people ‘you
know?
. - = 1 bet you heard |bout it.
v i A P Alberi Albert -you knows 'He married in -
: = You now, yau look to me' like, ny... !
nieg: She looks - 1like, e
u "you know?. ' Isn't it?* z’{‘“x’m‘
: ¢ s % sed y fn  the ‘street, shut  the
g 5 recorder.412 N ; 5"




There was.a compromise 'beL;{é.en gensorship and explica=
tion, howevar. It seemed that, as I Dbecame incxaaginéiy
"educated, " my paxticipation Sn the dxalcguelau Vsolicited.
Periodically, an indxviﬂual would skirt pxoprief.y thfough

inference, ‘snviung me to.meet him halfway and complete the

nessage, ‘and théreby avoiding incrimination’ through explica-

tion. - L v"‘ L RS ¥

In a small group such as this, solidarity of. it

s menbers
is paramount’to its survival. ‘Perlin's :story symbolizes the

cqumunity. trausa.’ The paradox is -that he id at’once & hero

pnd ann-haxo, having failed to meet ‘the expectationi of the'

Jeu h - father and, nécond,_ge‘va‘

inportance” of the homsand f:mxly in_ tne chain £ 7 culural

trnnsniusiox‘ hat Pezlin iaiied to, ru-e as Jeuhh famuy i’

incumpuhenuihle. What. 8 noxe is : that evezy\ other pionee:‘»

contributed His efforts as’

vl‘l his deicendanta. . None -of ‘the Perlin children became’

_affiliated” “witn,f the conmunity and, thus, i’erun' left, no

Legacy after his death. The oppounon inherent “in the

Pe:lin cluster: brings to nuﬂ!{t: ong's " vision of oral

x .
. tuaition 1n the "cxd‘ world" (the WwOF1d as event): 3

‘The nction o{ thu heroic figure g-ncxatud
in an-oral economy Of narration would natur-
‘ally -at root consist Oof a battle between

* ferces - of good nnd evil. When'lo much oi ‘
B ; 2

traditlon uhich stresses’ the:

11 as'his name to the comnnity o




*.

: mation of a;

wvival in th

the loreé of a gulture was retained through:
narrative tales or songs about great hero€s,
even' what would otheryise be ‘‘completely
neutral -material thus acquired a moral '} My
flavor by association with the polemic,or '
agonia of the hero and his adversaries. The
entire world thereby tended to be polarized
' in terms:of 'good guys’ and ‘bad guys'-and

later in terms of abstract personifications

of virtues and vices...413

v

Roger Abrahams maintains that social conflict is . re~
‘flected in. the “artigfeially agonistic componente of a work

of art" that is a tzadinonJlly xecognlzed Bymbnl- An

illusion o! resolution is. played” out in. the pexfolmance,

serving as inuuuction for the nudunca and a’ catharsis nf

sorts for the paxto:ne:. ‘There is contuct tnhnent in the f

Perlin cluste:

acc'npanua “not by )xenolution but by affir=

Dt of view, St

The . comunity identliics P:tlin with ;ntermrriag thch

embodies  the : central comunlty\nﬂ.ich autonoﬂy va.!

alnimllatinn which is manifest in its. z:nnca:n for its iux—

tutuu. The cone)atmn Dbetween . Perlin and -

€his' conflict , ¥ b@yuﬁed belcw. where _ the npeakery~

unlvezuuu

the' Perlin story. At thﬂ 9uuet, he npecu— :

lated n o' what . went w:ong in 't_hu case ‘of the puxun
children; ‘co$aquently, he oflaxed~an nxt-nnivc cnalogue of .

conmunity 1ntetnntriage over ‘the yu:» and nulmaxindx

. quite a ew..-thare 8 _nore mixed b
4 °  marriage ‘here. That's what you should “write
* “on.. .Oh Jqsus. 5xot. ‘A Iot. 415 :




No, a Iot of 'em stay in...But the children,s

‘s never -became. Jewish because their wives
never convertea. And -- just go-away. . You
*know; 'you know 'em: You meet. 'em, You know

friends of yours. Bu

8 2R community. .“And - that
B ] after goin' down so bloody much .over the

years...We'll be closin' up. Our congrega-

tion cannot'.survive.  'There's no ‘way i€ can

survive. We're losin' ‘too many families,
| v every year, we're 1dsin' one or two.416 -

The blame talis on snnma:xxage. which- leads to assimi-

»‘xe;ection of” the communit.y by xecent Jewish imnigxant to

s:.,John who choou not. to affiliate with them. Thh

quesnon “of nurvival ‘echio

that’ which has. plagued “Judaism.
RE e Y 23 EX:

t‘hzuug}wut its hlstory

arelive pzecess acting-upon’the conmunn.y. This’ controver—

. un1 t.cpic yielded & ally more ion about the

ntthudea and va].uen. uf the gzoup than particulars nbout the

yln.hel ni Perlin® served as a cauly-t lnli rhetorical

i ncupegoat for the vennng of conflict. i

: aecouectlons of 'the past;are not phatognphic, and’ may

often be’ 1nacquxnt_a. '.rhe dhtohxona. however, reveal how

1aeson anﬂ ,ais olutiun Sf3 community and: a‘culfure,’ and -

L s, 'thg Pe:lm cluster | -ymba'uz'e.i the. parported
s

__Al I liltened. the paxlTn" of Perlin raceded while-

- g e




¢he’ sifnd “aizcors, and ‘makes.esperisnce. What is ‘the rela-
tionship between truth and rhetoric in this context?
Aristotle's premise that that which, isibelieved- to be true
is  the truth justifies the image of the past  that oral
tradition tenders in the present’. Barbara Myerhoff: wrote,
with respect to “enacted bgiieés," that "doing is believ-

ing."#7 In the process of narrating the past, .recollect-

“

¥ ‘ $E N
ing is also.believing. Survival ‘is contirngent updn - the’

‘endurance of the past; it is the past on. which the present

rests, asd from which ‘the £u:ufxe' charts its cuutse.’ The

enactment, .a comhination of ‘the: “ideal and the real. is a

strategy for o

"It ‘is -difficult, if not . impossible, for peopie  .to’

articulate: the ethos which shapes cﬁei: experierice because
much of its sdurce lies in the subconacioua and the uncon-
scious; ‘it ‘must be -tapped) through other channels- Whent_he‘
recellectlonl jand reflections ,of .members of ore community
are juxtapnsed, patterns som uhich serve ‘as clues. - My
intent * has. been. to \ienonlttaf_a how a rhetur)cal uppxoach
affords ‘& “sidewiise® view into the whule, and illumines the
"invisible. meanings" . concaxnea within - that might’ Sinaruise
be' ‘obscuxéé.'v T™wo 1nportant‘nean1ngn emerged: ﬂtu,,’ ghac
the topic of the. pdst ‘turned Gut to be both catalyst and
medium for the [xeal’ iuua which was .the Exnenn and aecend.

that concern for the futuu ‘was notlva:ing a - c‘ammunity

voice" to  apeak. S

i
|
3




*

: - The conflict within this conununxcy is a struggle for

continuify:in the £aca of change. group in conflict turns
inward to reflect on itself. The consciousness of change
and of potentially "losing time" (the past) prompted both

generations to take account of the past. The complex of
attitides and values that. texture this collection is, in
act; a reavowal of tradition -- a reaffirmation of commun-

ity, and culture, and lelf --"at a“crucial moment when: the

future ‘is uncertain. canscmusnesn of change and of time
; o ng N
S .. ost, then,, incife ' the ‘autobiographical - impuise.*#18’

This:is the primary motive behind- the telling.

Having disassembled. the whole, the final stepiis to

o ‘resynt‘hesiu the ‘parts and reevaluate the. whole from: the \

i

& g . perspective of an "educated" audience. .
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'CONFIGURATION

Chaptér VII b Vg
AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A COMMUNITY: A COHFiGURATION

oo L . .

N i
The life is.represented in autobiography not
‘.as ‘something. established but af* a process;
it is _not simply the :narrative of ' the
voyage,” but ' also the voyage .itself. . There
must be in it a sense of discovery, -and
where this is 'wantxng, and the autobiography
appears -as an‘exposition of something under-—
stood from the outset, we feel ‘it is a
+failure, a partial failure at any- rate.
Remembering is ‘itself a .creative act, and
the recording and’ ordering of memories even
more 80, but I mean here a .discovery of a
more fundamental sort...Without this. sense
of discovery, "the very nature of living is

Ul 4

*

distorted, for life is always an expedition, i

per‘haps a groping; into the unknown.
Roy Pascal |

We ghall not cease from exploration

And the end of all our exploring-" A

- Will be to arrive. Where we started
And know the place fox the first time. B

5. Eliot . -
“Four Quartets" é‘

Design and Truth in Autob ograghx

t. the outset of this study, 1  suggested. that “the - -

compo-iee llfc-inngu oi the connunlty is analogous 'to: a. *

“community self,® and that the Treason and pxocn- by which
: g o




/’fj -+ that “self" has. been expressed is autobiographical. Rhe-

* torical analysis xevea'?ed‘ the construction process ofNthat

atfect in ‘the pe}fnrmam:e situation, .and asking now, 4419

'uelf" in‘the -course of communication. Thie was accom- |

s 3 Vpluhed by assuming. 'the existence of both an item ‘and an

(‘\Q ‘Havirg. deonstrated: ';how by breaking down ‘the stzucture, Lol

“context, and: consider ng fust, the zelatxona becwun the

_performance,  ‘item and audxence,‘ and Second ‘the’ thematic

B 3 "' patterns; the next stép i

- to ‘reconsider 'the -collection in

eater meaning has, been aiscovered in the outcome. o

The 'afgcus-xon" to follow is an uamnancn of the

conclusive E-Vigw 0f the whole' as an autobiographical
»procesd. ‘g a ¢ x g b

‘As. & pcint of intzoduction. I emphasize that the .con-

‘ﬁgﬁuuon, “autobiography,” "is my own metaphor - for - this

) 7dged‘ uy voice in the dialogue, wy reflection in’ the prod~

Juct. While these communiqués were expressed with conscious,

the material, bcth acco:ding to" my knoule‘gu ot thc connun=

el 5

ity and my own experience. This is the most any researcher

can accomplish in the ‘course of gathering and ini-xp:g‘hnq

the lives of ot + Another

metaphors are redd through

. v 5

2.7 it entirety. .in . terms “0f why it was expressed, and what

primary " motive nehmd that expression of *self,*  and’ a

collective narrative process. Throughout, I’ haye acknowl-''

r‘hatoncal intent, I have imposed meaning by 1x.1terpnt1ng 2

o




The ;. mind,” says.-James Olney, -is.-a great .shape- '
420 ¢ : ¥ :

e .. maker. It 5 channels ' our - experiencq: into - regularly

!ecurrent forms. . Call then “shapes' or "synibo:.s"' or -

etaphors," t‘hey are the procees by which we ‘both gnsp and.":.

cummuhicate experience. 'rhmugh ‘them,. wa make zelntmna

between the unknmin pnd the - known, and’ thereby flnd l\eunlng

4 in that which is unfanlliat. In xhnsoxlcal terms, this is

-the process of identiﬂcaticn. " Hetaphcrs order our xnh_ez
¥ i 3

- ) and outer worlds in this way: . - .

,..they are something known and of our mak-" W
w2 . ing,” or:‘at -least of our choosing) -that we
&Lk put ‘to stand for, and’ so. to' help-us under=,
stand, - something -unknéwn and - not oi pur
maksng...“l\ oy L o B, g

Tc analyze them, setaphors ‘repeal  loes ‘of the'werld' pey=« . .

ceived than of »tl',n indivxdua/l ‘berceiving' ---or, in this

1 " 3 e . x
case.. a conmuntty Perceivingy Z‘ 5 ¢ ; ’ Lo
: [ Shared metaphors of éxperience/bind this dmall group of '

indiv duals by, orduing an I cohering ‘their,peréepdonl af N g

themselves and their env onment:. They répresent the:
St . ", v R i

collective vialon of .a, groyp 1nok1ng out, . and x‘eflecting» s

- inward’ on .itself.’ Jore -pe:lﬂcnlly, they- lynbollz: “the:

2 E ; i
,process by uhscg the colmunizy hu eukan account’, oi Q-eu’ !

7, ana, - in doing1 s, paenm-a ita “life" into -a: coharentr i

w)wle. “The yrodugt. s-hfl puttawad whole,. is ai

¥aphy of the cnmunuy - t“hn ng of a life,




LR

2 pmaaura

The a:mgulax chazacteristic o£ any autobmgxaphy

that ib iB a xevxew of a 1xfe fxom a pan‘.iculax moment An -

423

time. It is muf.xvated by an “inner

Pancal calls ‘the »"autobiographical impulse."_‘ This perscnal

ises fzom. ;,_helgh:gnled, consciousness, .usually
pmvokea by cmnge. ; Thig migm‘"inc‘md‘e, for -example, ‘ton-

nciousnesa of death or of. *time lost, " & vanishing past.?2%

' More than memoirs, autoblogzaphy is a’search for one's’

.,425

"ipner stapding. Thezefore, the meamng discovsred 1n

the pzoe'uct, at the complen on of the search. ‘is greag.ez

t‘han t‘he sun of even:s., Autobioqraphy is' a cumulattve,
pxoqess,nnd. as - Pascal maintuns, an: xn:eznal voyage of
‘discovery.. At the moment 'of ,xieflectlon. the life is multis

426

layered, built of events ‘on . events. While each event

" may mean many. things to the ‘speaker, in auccbiogxaphy. its

significént meaning ‘is that which it "acquizes ony when
vieued in the perspective of a uhole 1ife at tha \monent-
‘The important thing is what the (mﬂvidual remenbets of his

pant, and how he relntea one axpe:ien e to' afiother ‘and’

. £\ .
azg&es them into'a chuaceenauc pagtern 27 [0 7
s 5

Accuracy n not the. condern of aucobiogxéphy x: is

not factual. hiltory althouqh itn "co:xactnal' may be t.en.ad

through: histori ){o\lrcan.. Eince nemory is A function, not

inaccuracy is

of ffhe past, but af the pr nt»conllciou:

1nuvltabll. The nutobiognphor judges. and, in -effect, -

/




270

The autcbiog’i—uphicax process presents events that are
symbouc of -a personality building itself wp by 'maung

_inages of itself, : both: according ‘to xts own 1aws and in

" reaction to-the outside world: = Thréndh. these. symbols, the

"l'huu,.v“" }‘ may ‘be

* ifdividual and the ,audience. know life' from a ‘particular.

vantage point. The knowle.dge i not neceu.zuy or pri-

} : . -
marily 1ntellectual of’ scientiﬂc. but, imag)nnl- 29 a

sudden ‘grasp of xeality thrqugh zeuvmg it’in the magina!

‘tion, an nnderstand)ng of -the ‘feel .of life, the feel of -
1iving. 430 ’ o g »
' ‘This "imaginal -element Snadis autobiography ' with the

neans to hlde the truth as well as reveal 1¢.431

_ The
factual “truth may. well be dutorted :n uutobmgra}:hy, but

the xnﬂividual is the —sole. authority and ‘the ,nudxence must
, R R

_accept his treatment’ of events as truthful. . In the words of

one indiVidual,” this process is expreésed:bslow: " N

...yod must be hearing all Kinds of strange
% things  from = different, :t's - everybody's
personality 'isn't it? You know, and every- 2l
bodyss ,gof a different: view. And, I may,
have told  you~some' lies. I don' t know. I
believe everything I told you® was the
. truth. But' somebody else might, might argue
‘'against that cype of ‘thing: Say 'mo, this
. 'is not true, ' = i
. 2 : .

as the process, t;y which
we ficuenulim or mythologize our. uv--, both for ourselves

and' for others to Kknow us. Tt demonstrates that there is'no .




absolute truth,

y[ many possible truths of éxperience
because °the - self,  and our self-perceptions, are '
433

ut-

able. Of these "transformations", “Olney wrote:

. ; .
“ & That one ‘should be transforied.and differe :
§ with passing time, yet be continuing and. the - . -
. same,. is a phenomenon of ‘obvious and singu-
R lar’ importance for the .autobiographer and
“ the. poet of personal experience. Time ki
carries  us ‘away .not only from othérs but
. ' from ourselves as well, and.we are all con-
) I . nnuoully dying to our passing ‘selves.434

In the process of drawing patsernm out: of ihs flux of
events; "the upiversal'is discovered’ in the particular.%33
Universality 1 ther Eranstorsative ’q‘uality of aumbipgzap‘/'

that makes our metaphors meaningful tg one another. T'h;s/ is
. .the ultimste achievement of autobiography.. It offers a
characteristic way ot perceiving, organizing and understand-

e ing an_individual way P faeung"and expressing that one can

436

-
i somehuu\ relate to oneself. Likewise, and in retro-

‘spect, this is the accomplishment of the collectlve life

histories. F ‘ B §

Concern for survival is one aspect of the universality
of this sazzative collection, - linking it as a “little
o : tragition” with tne \great exnditian" of Judaism, and alr,

y | Jewish :om:unitiql in hhtoxy. There is univ sality ll-o

in t‘he .humaniltic [concékn snx -utviv-l, for the, brocess bf ,




“There was no futyre.

situation of the cosmunity.

rhetoric, for ‘a mogent, to punctuate fnig idea.

future today. - For those who live there. To: continue:

-is ‘dying;"3® ana, "We're getnng ctane to

the community at present:

It [the comnunlty] started - lige " this and,

grew and then it just ---- [he gestures with *

his _hands, tomake an 1nvartad pyranid] the
branches Just fell ‘off and we're down to the
single basic”tree. I'd say in, ten years.
Maybe five, there.won't be a Jewish commun-
i here...'Cause the others are only here

fol” a specific reason. On a business, they -

came in or something. They're not gonna
stay. - 'Cause there's nothing here . for

272

The primary motive behind this cbmmunity's reflexivity
and storytelling is the "autobmgrapmcax impulse” which was

‘stimulated by conéciousness of “death.” I return to the

Aid I don't believe .theré is'a
w437

Sy
The words Of one immigrant summarily “depict the present.
The - next. Qenexation‘echo the

aentimentx "He know the eenmumty. -as it was, and aa it "35

being

inct now."#%®  the last exampxe ‘typifies the. inage of

them. As a Jewish community. Any of" them ~

ed in, maintaining are not

that are intere

' ““~gqpna stay. We're .not 'gonna be able to

afford to keep the rabbi. Weg can barely do
it now..,But, I'd say, we've already had one
meeting on it and in five years, we will
have all gone, and then it will dwindle,; for
nnothn(/t?vl“ And I'd say within ten years,
you will not see a Jnut-h couunx;
.u-wioundhnd.‘ . : a




‘Death, in this case, xs also a ‘metaphor fer change: ‘and’

" # _—umxuon. a \itunticm which - n-xgh;. s copsciousness qf' 2

tnﬂxtion, ca-nunity And um patt. iuth *de: putpe: -d;y - o

X .80 inine‘nc. (hu -uxvivox

. themselves . in “a - uhidue ' r

with unpx

/Well, you know, it would

what you wanted from the past. You can't 0
You'know....If 'you wantgd to-take .t

knock it’ down“and put up moder]

< 'building, you cdn't have,

e - ., ful'building, and, and say, you wanted .it €o - 5
: ok look like, the old building logked. :' AL
il .7 7 they looked nice.. You just cap' g
Y .~ things.’ And, -that's that's the pr Z .
§ w +== S0 you gotta,’ you .know, ‘ compromise.-
. 4 & q;:t to; to, acceiat -—- what you have,. :Thai
= 1 you can do.% g 5
This "cz:m:o-d-" -_'itlla:icnv :ng.muui- the t'u'ung‘ of
coyun(ty. and commitment to tnditton. xt ‘also niniorc e
o ARAVIARL S, gands - rn-ponllbillty to: tha-pllt mIk

/ 3 b-cnuu. trn- that source, each derives hh present identlt

PR s

2, 5 -m.’ is evidenced. in ‘the cgnapicuous ~cqnq-m":ox

I.ity.' g r of beinq 16bt-"to, d-.

ophcla

anunc in tlnl. indicnted ‘a :run-totnuon io

lunity. and thq w-ning of an oral grndnicn. v




.y . Tradition .is  evolutiopary, organic as opposed to

g ST A .
NS static.  As T.S. Eliot wrote W "Iradition and the Individ-.

.

ual Taleii

L .K.if_tl‘me only ‘form of tradition; of handing
' . . ‘down, ‘consisted in following the ways of the
“ . .- immediate generation beéfore us in a blind or
b ..timid adherende to  its successes, °tradi-
L tion'". hould posinvely be dxecou:aged... I
.Tradition is a’ matter' Of much wider gigmifi- N\
S . .. -cance. It cannot be, inheritéd, afd Pf you
¥\want it you must Gbtain it by great labour. -
It involvesy in the first place,’ the his-
torical - semse:..and ~ithe historical ' sense.
o o —~— ' involves a percept)on. not only of:the East-
. e ‘ness ofi.the past, but'of its pxesence,.- 42 .

Anis “historical. sense"" conpels one to “express. ‘the perspec—

‘tive of on&'s own generat:cn. but with the undezqgand;eg

that it is based upon ‘cumulative knowledge. The sense of,

.. ‘the timeless and the temporal, separgyte and tdgether, is the
‘crux of “traditional" consciousness. It .is q'lso what makes
an individual acutely conggious of hif placer in—tinsi-of his'

own tcontenporampity. 4% this "msmncu sense," then, .

might explain |the pervasxveness-of opyo\sitions'j. as- an

expressive £oz througha\n\ ‘the, natﬂtives. It night also

“exp {in &0 sensxtirty o' a dying- tzad)txon, and the tug of

conncsenpe fel,t by eac‘h member ' in this “crisis" s!tuatlcn.

Viewed™~in Eliot s..terms, the pxewent \:onﬂ.lr.‘t unveu.ed in

i . this autob!cgzaphy “might be regarded agdn tronsdtion in this

© community's evclution. the syn;hnlic passing of a "little"

\

P e
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WL s
g% )

Jewish "traaition neceus\ry to perpetuate the "great tradx-‘

.tion;" thus, the motive behmd the current efodus. - ' E
1 recill olney's bbser’vation. "only with the coming of

. 444 .

-'.death must the Belf Eettle its accounts‘ A human life w1

or, as in this’ case, a couect;vs community" life, has Lat t o

~
~emporal dimension which extends \backward and :onmd.
J ‘\People derive meamng both from the past and in ant)cjpaglon T~ )
o
‘of the tutuze.' . deat'h, the horizon of the iutuzs," Ta e

\ ‘

becbmes visihle ~beca\lse Qf age \o: other cx;cumstances. a

) means, of - xeconcxlxatxon to the fact is a conscious “taking
Jaccount" of that I¥£é -- in other words,.-the creanpn}t a
fionument _tp the self at thit Homent. “Through a ne/nal,“
say Langness a'nd Frank, "a future

1445 ] @ T,

yond one's own corporeal,

demisg is antic:patea and- met.

Each testimony was a conscious: contnbut\o to a ﬂpcu-

‘ment intended for posterity; The ptoduct of mis “intensive

reflection, and oiir collaboration, is a.selective, “idea.

nonument' to'the lives and life of this community, distanced

. from both’ the reality of ‘the present and itk own historical
reality. The comhunity's present fsituation generated an
autobiography that simultaneously focuses on conflict —- the -« &

disintegrative process of intermarriage, assimilation,. iso-

lation, emigration, "outside" influence and‘ death '-

idealizes the past. ’ﬂ\is estahnphed a tension between two

inherent oppositions: “the prepent and the ‘past, and change

E



' second, ds ¥ medium for rhetorical instruction. The product

. : \

LTa" co‘mmuni:y'was‘ created metaphoric-—

ally which served two functions: first, "as an exemplar, it

‘reaffirmed the community's traditional value system; and

of the autnbxography \::hat is, the whole image of a

.pattexned Llife -- hasa la:ger significance, however.
1t ‘was established earlier that rhetoric is a process

bfxidentiiic'a/t.ion between a spaker and an satunen. oE, et

‘that TWattef, a speaker and himself. The intent, in either

-case; is to affect ‘an aidience. Rhetoric becbmea Eeth

when itE imagery Lzanacends the conscxous ,and. ‘the " represen

‘ stational. into" t‘he nconscious and' the i symbodic.446 :qn i

other words, a rhetotical inage repzasem;s ideas of"experi-
: X
ence, ‘sensatxon ahd .memory,- while a poetic image ‘is

no:

epresentational, ‘imaginal. ‘Hiow: dces, one Thterpret. this

auto‘biegraphical image of "gommur;ity" that seems to bé a

fasion of memory. dnd imaginacﬁmr. : ' . ’ '

Kenneth Burke draws on William Hazlitt's o
i )

“jdeas of 'the imagination" to explain ‘such -a Eusion. I

poetic" ’imége + that is. that; which stands for things that

is .also an "jaeat of.cthe

neéver were or never widl” be

than-}, Using "house" as an example, Burke expl

ins:

* i You cani't goint to f,\h ‘house that. appears in
* a poem; -even poet may have .had 'a
: particular houu 'in. mind. ,. For his word
‘house' ‘will alsc stand- _£0r relationghips .
K \




) . - 277
= Than. to ithi pt of h s, g+ 2
a. en {e] e CDI’]CE ° ouse ﬂs B“C . e -
conceptual house 18 a dwelling of such-and~
such_,structure, material,  dimensions, etc. '
icas

S - . The "poetic  house is built of -ident
. tions, L E S

. .

‘Ideologically, . each speaker has—the same_community in

mind; howeveq‘ one ‘cannot Exn: to the communn.y repreaented
16 “any one 1ife history,’ 5t “the ceuecuve a\f‘b:ogxap}ly.

The idea of the "cld community" is a catalyst which” seq&i

a stream of ‘conscious ana unconscmus ident

that community, They are subjeetive ‘amalgams of xnﬂlvidua\l
experience and’ perceptxon, of fact and fiction, -5-or, m\

. Fi
Burke's terms, of goncept and: poeuy. In the end, 'the "ol

commufy" and!"the past” ‘are ,products of . those cumula:we
identifications; they ‘are imagxnatxve images; they are
fictional¥ -What is the value of “the ‘fiction. then? Eliot

offered one suggestion in that: - "...the conscious present

is .an awareness of the past. in a’way and to an extent whith
the fast's swareness of itself cammot dhow.*44% 1 .
R Identifications are .dbjeq;ivgn _but they also form
- 7 significant patterns that 'c'haga:cténu ;and shape the ‘present

narrating personality. The selective image, -in this case;,’
. 'represents how.the comminity sees itself now and how it

wants to be. seen and xememb;axea.

the xdea

when a’ work exmbx:s ‘a body of nmge:y or patterie; then .




L xtself, buts :n the artistic EUXEDBR behxnd thk whole 'body 0§

imagery." 450 o falklorlsnc terms, ‘this is the £unctron

behmd the ,fo:m, in xhetpnc,

4

Theke 1ndividuals have | utilized the

e motive. in poetxy, the s

rganizing prlnclple.

resoirces of poetry ta exprese their: attitudes and _cpnz.

rns. "

B J‘.hat et'hos may be found.

- Walter Ong, in"hié- arncle "World'.as View -and World as

Event; " —diicusaes-the role of t};e poet.in

451

. “old uorld," o "world’ as, evene. ‘The “hold Horld" wa

character):ed by an exper)ential, “sensual ana’ gartlclgatorz

, 1ife: eg(penence. The ‘"world:-as Viei" oxxentatxon, Jon’ “the '

;ocnéi»hana, is the, pxodu;t of an obsarvin . prift-oriented

society in w}uch life is experienced primaxuy thxough t_he i
v .

* more ohjectxve and passive, nennes ‘of “9}#

is‘indicat;ve‘of a um::ety in wWhich the

"Their §ominunc
. 2 452 %

" rself" i:lays_ a ‘easex role In th‘g "world-as event,

o .

aniculated utterances or state enta abnut a
subject cannot._ be. '"looked - up. o is on ..

«. " - hand -only’when i€ is being retited.. And ome -+ ... .-
A meeds to.be assured that it can be retzxeved

recxtation on. demand

The orator ashumes the role of poet, then, "in" this world,’

"and the poeus} Yo, -
iLe i

5 -
.\ |--4e: not jstkply that n} an™ entertainer. ‘The
il poet is ul,sb a_recaller and a: xepeate:, it
P
i & o %




¥ he ‘and others like him were fot around. what = .. .
. knowledge the - isociety K has . would simply L.
e disappear.. ~<The “orator pafi’nﬂpa:ea in the e £ s
N role of the poet. He' must’ likewise ‘deal ‘in
. the commonplace, the . expected,| the -already '
~ - known, as. well as in .the particular issues
"+ ‘with which individual ‘forensic . or delibera-
C e uve ~p:ox>1ems ?ngaga hm,454 H i" K >

. I clte ong s work fcx two reasons' " f‘ixst, to es:ablish.

a cnrrelat)on between Ehat’)whxch he descrxbes \as an "old' Y

world" onentanon and the. folk aesthetic of thls ccuunumr.y.

and second; to rexniorce th? .'uiea 0. f.ha narrated 11£e—as-

\event which was dxscusse& earliér in Met‘hodolugx .

e Ing the’ proceas of creatmg a’ zarrativ'e," each ':

-speakex‘ funcdons as’ a poa:, licena'e grafited "to" each 'as

.maker and guardian a£ his. or 'her ‘own experience. ' pne

artistx'y of: each personullty is exhxbxted in the denvery.

Thua, each xndxvldual cff,éra a unigie mode of diacourse in
TP

)mlar topics and zendenng them. to . some.

degree, dxamat}cally. ‘Each ufe hxatory belongs . to™ Qng i
’ "
. < 'sensgry, ~imagistic.. and. immediate "uld world
lending the "poety|.

g , fixat-hand, exper antin’l account- wmn‘ these’ multipte @ »

category,

s" 1nnghts that can only aenve i\x‘cm the

dramatic ptesentatxons are Jnxtnpoued and axnmxned as | the

’ _collective perceptions ' and refléctions of memben of a

P -commuhity, :elatad :n:enu‘on'a'uy to an midianca,' the under=

. . lying ccncegt_ ot that - comnunlty emerges ds: "a ‘meaningful




- I y
WL

pattern of themed and -symbols. Colléctively,. the autobiog- oo

‘raphy is. the .moment of the making'of a history which is to+
) W = ‘ 4

u;:y otherwise, a story. : s R His,

The . peridrn\aqce of. ‘the’ ‘community's nfe‘ s.tuty-also‘ -

a, serves a cathartic function. It g-udes the " group ¢

ough 4k

this

,cnsxg penoﬂ by enacting the

3 comunity X34 acmpted

', the réulity of :h‘e'pase, enables £

“of ; the is’

dutobiography® “to its ‘authors*

* That's . it. ° You . know? -\
i i whole, ‘the ‘story no‘the wl cle story but” you,
sl 2 ;can| g(pn canwrite 8 ccourle of \:oo‘kl fro
3 . it 4 o :

e began with the premsse that' a commun;ty 8 fe story

iis gx‘eatgr thun a chtonicle of ita pnst. 1 appr ached the !

pmmem of, "grasping" a community ¥

nthis “way:| ﬁxat»\l

"named* it'as 1 percaivad it inxtial ¥, 86 &8 to suggest™its

aggaxent boundariest second,_qu 'Biembled tha whole by .

! ., focusfig-on .the rhetorical pu_‘t'tel’:‘ s and" xelationships, and 3




finally, I rexyhthesized' the parts and ze-evalum.ad the
whole as a symholxc, aut‘o‘nographl@al Pprocess. This exploz-‘
atxve app:oach s:mulates the eonpletmn of a cucle and an

uutobxographmal "voyage of ducovery.

< Ihe cammun)ty s voyage. has been a collectlve '-:éking

; 'account" of both the present and the past., and the rher.on-

cal expressio‘

' Ont:ezrrlng the’

"V swed as such,

cnmmu_ 1ty 8 :u(vwal.

this cése. the expzesaxon of

-/functmns ta puxge and
it only in a perfoxmance context. " At: the leaat,

1& is an argument for adherence to the charted course.

of 1its * central conilict thxcug)f autcbmg— e
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call\l\ in ymdssh. .

~ IDA SIDEL

oA o 5 .
Well listen, "I'll tell you now. 1 came from  Riga.

Latvia. ' There where I 'was botn. You know? We lived in -

“Poland. Wy husband belonged to a little. place in Poland.

stna it's called.~ And, my husband came here in 1930. 3

tame heré in -1932. i E g .

We didn't come right away from Pdland. First we were in

" Siberia, far away, far away, in Ufa or somethxng. - You know

:the Tartaxs'were there. Khow ‘what Tartars axez; Tatar. they’

.

“anyway

‘I met ny husband in there.' They weére running
\

/
. away because -- Kolchak .=-' it was a different government,

you know. Trotsky; and all kind of the =-- you kndw the

* people., They had to run away-from there because there's

hothing. to eat, there's no bread, we-can't find no bread.

They came in Ufa theres, and I met my husband there. .1 was
only sixteen years old: And he was maybe -- let ie see —-

eighteen or well, I don't know. We got married the year
» ¥ -

Vitebsk you call

after. TR j
And my puenu was far away in Russi

it. Vitebsk. He “were strayiig all over’ the world ‘like from

bthe First World War. But then, the time got so bad in f_hare ;i

too” you couldn't be able ,to eat nothing there. Youy

K



"in the wintértime, we had a great big place.

7were hungry oh look, we went to hell. So'we came back. To

Cisna. Where my husband was born. And there we ‘stayed for:
a couple of years I think. Ummm, .about four or five yeaus I
‘ .

supposei.

After, my husband come here, and I went. to my sister in -
Riga., And I stayed there, for a year about . eighteen months

‘I think or maybe two years almost you know,  But it's a

8 beautiful place’ there to bivel. vm;n\ 1 came here, to uew»

£O_undland, & can\e hexe after New Year's. " New Year s nlg'ht 1

think. We came ‘on. next -morning. ‘Ané\. you. know . afteg ' -

chzssmas you- 'have ‘the slush -and . the weatheri - And == o
The houses look 50 == Like little shicks to me,

.agid, "My God. Look 'v'mex'e I am*. In m.ga,/ the beautiful

God.

bulldlngs. 'x'he st:eets is as clean as the table. “Cleaner.

And, any hnle bit ‘of show on'the ‘sidewalks -it's right . --
cleaned up. 'And in ‘the wintertime you don't wear overshoes

2~ at all. You can go with little shoes liké I go in the

\
. house. i s y ; . 1Ey 08

In t'he summex we used to ‘have a orc‘hnrd, fruit or-

wchards.’ Beautd ful,- all kind of .fruit, beaut iful fruu that
you don't get in Were; . Here you got/to pay for a couple of'
apples, a,doun. 1mq' it's not fit to eat.. And it was

b&autiful  food, beautiful s\.ufi we had.there. ' And then

all kind of the stuff (az animuls .you know.
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I . | Anyway.  When I came here, after two years, he sended
[ |tor me -- with my two children. I had.two children. Don .
. was four and a half, and’ Jack was [ O e Mo -and
T . a half between them'. Now thay"x:e all married, and they have
their own children. They got:the education heré in.Univer-
sity. And they went away, you know, Halifax and Dalhousie.’
My other boy, he' s here. . My ochgr on.e is 'in Montreali z;

S - oS
,‘And we" came heze. And, it was a depression -- very:bad *

here. ‘I came in tne real aepzessmn time. A?m there was' no.

work, - it..was 'haxd andi -=we. ntruggled an awful :lot’ you

hudx n to the cheégest schools, a dollar

know:' 1..sent my

SN a morith and \I qouldn ¢ 'pay. Lhe dollar a “montn| ‘edther. " And

Lo tratts the way it was at (:he :sme.' n, 1939, the Second

Wozld{ War startedi -It.was ;still bad; but then after awhile,

brl‘ghtengd up. : A
l Now' my husband ‘was a tailor. We had a tailor shop on’

Duckworth Street. We were:working there for thirty years.

[ Whe

' my husband came heré, he didn't do. his Failoring. * H
haé to go pedcumg. Azouhd ‘the bay.'* My husband didn't mak]

a' ivmq then' aithei because he's going, in' the country 7}c

the| rNewfcundland geogle and they were very ‘poor.. ' They

didn't have no work and"they dxdn‘t Yaze no ‘money. He

Jaelling stuff. And he ltayed uit'h one of his sisters, sh

dead now. Otto was hete and E!ther was heze. They‘

‘ onlly: young when. they came o heie. .
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; And, hereswe had a hard time, very hard time. We didn't

know how to speak, we came frbm the Old Country we didn't

know English’ at- all, We didn't know one, English word
h word,

because in the 0ld Country you don't =—- I.know Russian, I
know German, and I know Latvian. There where 1/ was raised

< " up with.the Latvian peoplé. You'. know.

And you can imagine, you g0 thh no congue. My husband :

.Went one tim

i hei'was going:it was in the”fall'.‘ It was

ai Ky "un\c_l He. uasrA.'hupg’rx. and. it was cold.. He w‘as icnock' ing

to st:ay over

", on Ehe :door. .-r.orsomaf:odj[ to gé\: 'o%:e'zi': ght

3 SO ‘he went

‘on _ﬂ}& déor,

“and he said to hex, "Can 1

sleep with 'y'c i

‘He"thought;" you" 'know -- he dxd, : mean
: anythxng and the- gi lamned “the door u, ‘his face. . And’

_then an older lady _came, around, and he saxd the sum tmng. ’

T e ‘"oh.. she saxd, y’es’ my son,. Coma on in."

. ,Ycu Know?
'Cause an old 1ady had more senae.

_ He ‘was very . sick tao 'here he was

G sariae_oxium.

. the' pack on hxa [bnck], then 'he fell.

,Iying t,hex:e,l or’ two hours before

.. " the cold went through-him and he

£ L
-sick . al
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. - - \
= . 1 Oh, God, that's a long time ago you ﬂknow. He qut have
' been, when he came hére, oh maybe thirty. Around theéréyou
Know, young. He went [pedalingl “for a.while. th\\ very
long, and then he-open 'a 1itfle. tiny place, somew.her\ﬁ on
Water Street on‘a corner there; and st s Few jobs from \the
.London, New York .and Paris you 'mustv have heard. They \re

bankript now, they closed up. It was on.Water-it was in

S+ -a ‘corner ‘like. In {litere lane. S _¥ou''know , where.’

W)lanﬁky and SonB? Wpll lnslde,\in the <o

er over ' there,
what lane'is it, T can't tell you, : K

+ R~ i s =®
v ' Then aiter, : ==, oh we 1dved, inza ‘Feal yoil

‘ é know* 1de street, a llttle apartment oh my.Gnd. the water\"

‘was (rozen. it was very bad anguay.
" 4 B rgn we. moved in ‘on Water  Street[ \then. I had a \

g ___¢ouple ofi rooms. upsc’aira. ‘We moved in. 6 It was

and it'wasn't very goad. We had to paper’ it and everything

,and we worked really hazd. 1 had two small bedrooms up=

stairs the third floor . <=¥it was :hxe,ewa:éx

--.and‘a dining

room' and 'a” small’ little* klgchen.v Anyway that' was' good

already-. -nm was wonderful.~ Th§n ‘my husband took" Ene -

down’ta £s: for the ‘}f‘ Tk - & : A : [ 2o

" Hobody * helped him.' . “We ‘helped ourselvea. | e, just,’ he:

atazted with ]u!t, with nochsng. And_we utrugg]zed' there you i
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‘straight but years ago you had to cuff-- put a cutf on it

A lixe that you see?’ Look. ' Fifty cents. And,- a man came in

i- the first customer camé in and I'was so delighted. We

have fifty cents. And that'man he said, 'm going, and’
"coming back and I'1l pick it.ub." I 'mean he picked up. he
aidn't have %ne money but " he. never téld us that.g He wis
“working in the corner store.., “And I nevex ~got hid\ fifty
&, P icenés untxl‘ thxe‘\da ‘

‘Because” he dmn \t _have ajything ..’
2 \ . Ty

_either

Yau know nobodx had mone; It 5. Only what they call the .

business people Who  wi ontwater S‘t:eet they still == gab

around but .the pootet peopl¢ espec:ally ‘we ‘were here just

\mewcomers you know?, Juat & coup e,ef ‘yeats. R

“w * hha we nave two:, guls, and paid her flve douaz a week, .

then: agine. Five douars ,a week ‘and everything.

Ycu _can' L

N

But anyway. Then he q‘ot

k he was- six, he,was‘—- .eight oo

months, in the hcspxtal.» It uas very hard.® I'dydr't have,

you wouldn't’ beheve, : £ didn"t have a, whatever a half a
+ -quart of milk was, " Hhatevex a pint Df milk I didn 't have !9{3
Zthe chuaxen.~ Cculdn t get anything. i b N~ :
And I-mean: the Second: Hoxld War --. then, the piéée ; J

|

brxg‘htened up a little pit .you know. Then ; we went in’ v
|

1949. when b ¢ was here, rxght? @

Confederation. You see?

his time we sttuggled ieven then we st:uggled

.
2y




hegiqning he didn 5 make!| new ‘Clothes) . gust, you 'know,

_tai!br— you" kno_w. Anybody come: with gocd lothes =

[Most ‘of the other Jews who came. he: who started out
peddling, opened up storés on Water Street.]

Yes, of course they did but.my husband wasn't as fussy.

He wasn't a businessman, he didn't have -- the ability. He

didn't have maybe the money to open it. He was just slowly

and alcwly -- but in the meantime hA was a tailor. You
see? _ He trained as nathing. He "didn|'t .make - from the

'alteratxonu.v You undautahd? But, my |husband was a goo

you  cone
With a suit, a hundred dollar suif. And|you want “to alter
$t/ ox ‘make the shoulders - into it, maybe [to’ fit. them prop-
erly, oh everybody 1iked his ‘work. And the atter awhile,
we used to do the girls! dresses ‘for ladies you knmow? ALl
the ladies and evuyb?dymad'a “fitting room'and, it was okay
you know. . 2 1."‘

And we were doing very good because all the island, - all

\
land, knbw my And when my husband’ was dead

already for five years they lalways ring, "Can I speak with
Mr. sidel’ the tailor?" vou ‘see? B-cau-e they. knew ‘im

all. 'They used to send patdels to fix clothes. And wrif

‘letters and tell him w‘hat{f;o,gq_\with everything?  And,
that's the way and then he Bent it away and that's the way

he had 1lots of work. And, we had our own business. It was

okay you know? ~

s 2l
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 And, the sign was there, they come in and - do y’our
work. And my husband used tb .put all fiis mind, and his
.strength in the work because he was very 'devoted to it.

But the girls <- they were runni‘ng my husbend Left and
right too? Because my husband -= he ‘'was a very quiet ,man,
you know, like a settled one. He never raised.his 'voice.’ he
was a very good hual').ant’i' and o 1good, Zalliers Butile wesigood
to, t‘he girls, When we ‘puilt our homegn Long -Pond Road, e
gave t‘he girls t‘he upstaus ‘what we used to live. And never

cyar,gpd then anything. ~But then they.used 'to: take advantage

" of Him see?. . You'know wh;a‘c I .fean? -/ He was a very quiet and

L very good person. e . - 5

“Then I give, it away to' the g].rls. Now she got it into

doing good )gusfnass'. .

’ We. never uve\g a very -- you know, throwirg away noney

we didn't have it. We didn't go for trips like some people

goes'_néw.' ‘They used o [go} “for trips and get clothes. In
the States. ' )

They Tsed to. charge'ﬂgﬂ’ioxz a shirt five dollars:

VFKiends of ours used to come -- "Mr. siaex, will you £i¥ ‘me

£ér & dolier FELy?" You see thatnwhat thL Jewish people --

we aidn't make a living, )u;:u know you can't make a living

from our own people. '
The ‘goyinm, here, - they're 'good . people. ‘You can make .a

good 1iving off them. They dgn't care for th€ money that



much. They live today. Tomorrow, they'll worry about it.

You know what I Yean? \ .

And anyway, that's the way they‘re easygoing, and

that's whyf:hey always said that the Jewish people got lots
of noney. Why do they have lots of money? Jewish people
are smarter. It's jealousy. Why do you think the . whole
world is in’ 5o ‘much troublez -'Why don'f they give us’
Tspael?. Why do they t;gh:Lf\')k how many 1nnocant people
are dy)ng and killing and everything else; why? What for?

I mean you dop't know the Jewish history. ALL. oéur
holidays is from a history. For miracles. icin. ou Riow
what Purim'is? This is a history ' This 'is miracle we
have.  AlL the Jews were supposed to be killed. You read,
about it? And Pesach too? Easter was coming, and we were
gatheixng from all over our country and we had & e s
bread. -~ On the'sun. That's why we got our matfoh. So the
whiole nigtory s the gedish pecpls are always killea and
always, everythipg. ' )
. Coe R

But now, I live here among the goyim now:' ‘"How I®nit,

how is it a Jew don't have any money?" Now With the goyim, j

‘ now I got a fur coat; and I mean my husband bought it when.

Well, a mink coat, but I mean I didn't buy it today. I ‘have

And when I put that on, they ---= “hmmph,

.

it for my whole -

SRS —
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you have money. You can buy me amd sell me, you got lots of g
money." "If I had your money," she said, "I would go south
< someshere.’ Well I'said, "Let's go togsther,’ I said. i
you'll pay my way I'il go With you." 1 can't go like they

can't go but I mean, .what am I going‘ to tell them I haven

got it. They'1l give it to me? ; ; .
We ;,/nm. 5 reugxous. "Nobody 's relxglous. ’I‘hey e
good people;, they're very Ccharitable people, I' 11 ‘teld. you £
that much. Chantable right? But we ‘re never reL;gmus, i
' Used A0 have 5O many men. Reugioue men Hould ot stay'
with us}) . They didn't ha;! nothing in cammon thh us... .You . w2 8

know what I mean? They want to keep the Shabbes, and not

work and everything. We hid to. We had to have the store
on Shabbes open because otherwile if we don't have it open C T
-— you don't* work on Sabbath you don't w-u;k.. ‘unle_a's you had o
a aifferent kind of business You know. .

Hirschl Wilansky? He was a rabbi hére but he wasn't a
religious man. He was a rabbi. before théy get one: When I . -
came he}e, he was woxking in the store on S«hnbbes.l He’ used
.. _to go'to the Custom's offices. . Open big boxes of gdods . _on

“Ashabbeg. But he wasn't the rabbi then -— but' befote they
get .a rabbi. o the rabbis -- the :el‘i’gio\;n people didn't

y . &

stay with us.




Db you. thinkthat we T from the bt oher i
here? How's thAty Lilaban == WHEH T ‘case Bers, Vs EHLAK
I'n gonna get from the goyishe butcher -- from the gentiles,
!s_a_t? - Oh my God. We bought at Lawlor' Eﬁ but that' l nl<t| {‘

B well “that's not kosher. But when I came hgre, my sxster-ixl- -
B

law Cella was al)ve and Esther Wilansky

* Now they Went and
gt me meat. So, they went into Lawlop the butcher. I got : .
my dishes? And I got ‘em all trayf [not kosherl. -I didh'e
know it was not kasher. Home, ‘where 1 came frou Riga, %had

. everythmg. You knaw? Like you wculd have evexythlng. « You

got. to fix youx et salt it and then soak it ani\ualt it

., before you' put it.in" your aaucepan %o Sooki fBGC Tfdtan’ i
/ know that, and then’ when they got it, I couldn't af(otd té“/
buy: any other aishes so I'm still using the same :hxyg'. s
~ . You can be sﬁ,-fou don't ‘have to. be- xéliéious but be .

‘good. ‘¢ To me. ‘Because I was never ‘religious when ‘I was B

" lope.. My mother vouxdn t have a.glass of water hete in my
o ‘m{)a . 'Cause - she was a yer y xellgious pezsen. nnd, you.

v @get up in the ,morning, .I used(to say my prayeds ' in the:
morning and prayers at night and prayers to .go eat and
prayer -- Look. 1 don't do thét now. I'know who I.ams And

1 know that God wul fozgwe me. when you know everythlngy

‘and .you don't do it is nell, u)n’& Iaknow thnt. But I know'-
Bll thafw;iﬂ‘ ttaditxcn. I know exactly Hhat. but I'm nct

doing & 1 don t do it. “It's just a eusiex liie.likq
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that. ‘I put ‘onthé. candles even now. I put on my candles

every Friday ‘night I'm not religioug now.  Just know who I

ol e L .
am. . That' ia what I.ams you know.

‘I live among goyii. 1 anm the only one ¥iddishe here and -
. Y 21C0G18NE

~all’ the. goyim: - -And they re mce_ tc me.- This [15] St.

Patrick's ‘Day. ‘They Have a party -downstairé. I made : 'em

ac'.me cnbkies’ Ané'they ‘wan:-ine' £5 mofd. 1 doln't. think if

It%s their - -

wﬂenev’; you go into our ccmnunlty, you gbc tﬁ

put your hands ‘in the’ pocket and you got” tc ‘pay: paj pay

pay,. And we nlwuys ‘got to nge give, give” give give you

know I gwe what:ever 1 can. 'Cause n—_ s very important to

gx\e' AP ; . .

W‘hen b 4 Extat, ‘came :-. cculdn\t even afford to belonz tu

-~ Aour qongxegation- “You got to p_x And chat synagogue we .

Jbuilt -- 31 the membgrs had to pledge. My hushand pledged |

{ think t.hat tlme fl.ve hundxed ‘dollars. We dldn t had too

;much believe me we tried »co upnre Erom uurself, and.gave it
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You see in our col z{gation,‘ I'n ‘going o tell you.
They/r-g wonder ful | people. ) ey're’ very nice. " ana they're
very charitable. .But you gee if you got a store; and you ‘go
for trips, a big something, I got to have the same one. If
Pou ‘give a hundred dollars, I gof to give two hundred. "You

haven't got it? You have got it," you know? See we all got

- «
) to give aFiké. .My husband had to pay at that time, .three

an 8 hundred aoua:,s a' year _then. Now they pay’ 'six hundred

dollars a yearn ' Because we got to keep, up a rabbi. We' give

we 'got’ a nice synagogue. -- Well I'm

go‘nhér tell you. “Whert you cqme Anté our shul of be a meuber

o in our "shul it _got ‘to' cost you.. money.' But. what can we do?

It,_sla ’small congr_egatxon-_. And, if -you:-don't pay, well see

we can't keep'up the shul.. B S i 5
I’ hobe ,to' God we'll keép it. up. We “got (to .keep it

‘cause it's ‘a beautiful —- if we uian't keep up the shul, you

so we. ot 'to kKeep the best way we know how. We got td, pay
4 ‘keep 2y Ay

for the cemetexy. 1i yeu dcn t they vmn A x you there.

4 ; ] You know_the peaple Who'.were thexe when 1'came, they're

* not here- now we mix

yeah. But you .see the way the younger girls axe now. They
i)

W . together,' to themselves. © You know ' my’ éhcne nevé; .xings;

only if they want something’ you kno

. know “the government will cake it away, You know what I mean

3 tbge:her.'j They were ‘nice people.'
.-
nlao ‘got children ma:ned already.' But you ‘see,. they. keep

"Mrs. Sidel, we're
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having a bake sale, you got to bake this or that.” You

know? Okay? Or, "We're ‘having a meeting." Now sometimes I,

get -a card. Seven people is a meeting? we/)used to have

_twenty
The people are ¥ce. I got nothing against the people

you know. But x;ats ago, used to make pafties for instance.
You make up a bridge. . I used t6 [AKE & itABlel OFf bri:dge. 1
had a big home. I make up a bridge? That was the good time
e T'm not talking about the bad. And I hake a
poker?- They usea to play poker? Sometimes they Blay iEEEER-

five, you knnw? -rrms is a Newfoyndland game. or gin. or_y _

“you Know .othar games. So I used” to. take one’ week next

'time ‘somebody ~e‘15"

and "You ame to me, this wéek; 'I'll .
lcotis, to you the next week." You know what I mean? We used
to go to & movie. .-~ Now, we don"t do nothing. - You
. Khow? ' 7 o . o
R g"ot‘a féu friehds.” I know -- Mrs! Levitz. And my

s;\ster 1n-1aw that s the only t}ung. We don't ‘go to each

Qther's houue ar. all: There' s no such a style anydore, you

. Know? Eefore yes. -Onme came from Poland, another come from . V.

T ccma fxom _Latvia, .t:"hin oné come fxom,v you' know, from

Russia. we weré all together - like. And now everybody's

“niaden: awy 1;xe 'you don't -- see each other.. There is

 monthe I-don't see ‘the people. 'Unless we got a meeting.

; o , TR




You know, then we got, from University, the other people
"the younger ones. Sometime they get in touch, they comg to
see the shul, they come in. And they get 'em in maybe to
‘the house but nobody domes to me because«l got a small
little apar.tment. And I mean I-can't have a crowd you
know. . But I can get 'em a. nice cup of tea if they wanted
one. But f.hey’dbn't come. ‘And I don‘tobotherb them and --

no such thing, no more style, to "I'll call you, you call

No: such A thing. No more. _’That s it, iWell that's

life now.. But that :is a good life you know, and it's okay
this is a nice.place to live. ¢ 5

Xszsv, ny husband died. "He ]ust 'died 'suddenly and he
was working the whole day. And he came home -- lﬂth aLhead—
ache. And sext wornitg, A couple Nours End he's gone. He, |
held "4 ‘stroke. He was (sixty-seven years old. And it's
fourteen years I hafl yahrzeit [anniverary of a deathl. .You " °
-know. what xahxzeit is don't you? :

When my husband died, I tried.to keep the shop together; '

put me right through fhe wail. Get>a half - dozen girls to”

_-and the girls. Work .igemer of course you know. - But, they

work for us, and-.then, whem the wenk vaw coninq to an end. i
didn't have nothing for .myself I had to pay out 'the money:,

So it wasn't paying‘mg see? Then I wanted to sell. [
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We built' a home on mng"é’; Road then. We paid off, two
mortgages. That's ‘why we worked so hard. And when the
house was all ready, we lived there for a nice while. And
-- then my husband was going o xveti‘re then.: We didn't have
too much monéy but we .c_oul'd make out- you know the 'childr;p
are parried. -- And so he got to die.’ So he died; “that's
it. He didn't had to bt that's the way it just goess
life. That's 1life I sI;p’paae.'l'yt?u know. -And I'm still
missing hinm, more ‘than éver, because Igm 'here ‘albr;e. -
That's it. You Know? And this is the whole, not the whole
SECLHIBEE D68 ek VO Gt « couple of'};»éoiks from it.

< 8 «RE L B
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way and Mayer went h

CYRIL BANIKHIN

My iat.lhe'r..hiu name was Froim Banikhin. And he was born
in Gaisen Pdolsky Guberny. 'Qat’;s in “the.Ukrainian area.
It's in the uknine. Russia. Now he was born October 20th,
1955. And he died _in'St. John's on May 30th, 1970. He was

exgp:y-—twu years old.'
i
| He emgrated to cnnada in 1907- &3 think Sa

ew Brunnbilck. “ He

Brul\'&sw;qk.‘ Yes. ‘I hel.ieve Saint

waalpaxtneru there with an 1ndxvidual uho‘came onp the “same

’regxon as- my -father d!d.‘hnd' hn riame Ha)s Mayer, who xag,r'

\'len' to. the ‘States: and becale Metzo—solduyn—llayer. They ran -

& sort ‘of -hicKelodeon ‘there of lon.thing or --a movie

thing. Silemt movies.. Then they split up and Dad went his

way.-

. Intezeltihq :hough.y.heu ;typel.: Gershwin is a relative-

_of.my father. They. .{ue c‘uued “Gershin" When they first"

ara’mu.n. ira Gex-huin Snd. y"o\: >know.

came over. . George

Jewish p!ople a'xu-

‘-bnewhexe [laughl] you ‘knoi

But they came from (:he same

region around. Gu-en .

mother and brofher ‘and: sister to’Newfoundland in 1925. And

‘that was the énd of it. All our pecple‘'were wiped out.

t Johr; New -

.een.m dig ap the-e relatives fromt

‘An"1917. -And he brought his..

<




' .son, David. 0 B

mother's name was Clara Monastersky 2. And she

diedZ\ St. .John's, in 1927- Seventy-two years of a

. i -
she was born in'Russia, in 155'4. She died ‘two years before

I was born. - I was born in- 1929. . I wasn't told anythi

_about her, you knaw. My’ sister. remembers her. Very

faintly! I think Grandmother . was very .religicus. ° So I

don't know. Perhaps that had.an' influence .on ‘her youngest

And wha} can I tell you about him. He’ was born

pyeata, i 1900, Now the bEother} Dave’ aamkmn. he _poved

inclined thdt way. So, that was his story.

% ‘into t‘he ‘interior’ of Newioundland and/‘startéd a dry goods

baiassn firbre Deer Lake. . apd, draduaii¥, “the vbuqmess’; :

‘expanaed 1nto Stephenvxlle and! -~ Anyway, ‘he lived" in’

central Newfoundragd fox; approximately. thi'rty—i;(%_;ars.
i

' And he died in Montreal in 1961. -And he had fou Idren,

“two girls, and two boys. And they've all moved away. He

was more religious than-my father. He was the youngest. HE

was  the, baby 'of ‘the family' and == I thipk He was more

Ana h]s sister mqved immadlately to 'Montreal.’ . $o. she )

" haa no hmtoty ‘really in Nawioundland.

My mother died in _Hahiax. ‘In sepzenbex of 1980." And

-ghe ‘was born “in Montreal. on January 5th,. 1895. - .And, her

| mother 's: name was Heft. Her maiden name was Lusher.  There .’

wasn't a close relanonsh;p with vny mother - ‘and her tamily.

- > ] R
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They came from the States. But they were a religious group-

9 ing. &

Hel? first of all, my father came -to Newfoundland
because_primarily he was'a shipowner: He had three ocean-
going ‘steamers. You see when he first xnlugxat.ed to Canada,.

’.he went to work in the Northwest Tarritoxxu wit'h CP Rail=-

Hays. A- a; iore ._n. Hhel{ they wcte constnucnng the '

Unel Becauue Y "coind speak seven or =1ght“

pqrthex’

an xangnagas. He'd wntked al]. thir ugh Eirope Eefoxe

coning 0 Clnldl- ,An'd, ere ‘was a 1ot of nuugx-anf uorknu

on tho line -nd ot course they needed tnese typea who could

i, speak ene language to hoss than atound.
Then he went into the £ux trade. X In - the ~Northwest
X 5, > Territories.. “And, “soméhow. or ‘other;. he got into. other types’
of. business nnd he ‘moved into Montreal “where he et my
ngthor. My- lothll' s nother caln from New YDXX City.  And,
- . et ‘father - Was Polish, 1 believe. ~ Anyway;.he married in
Montreal. And, he got into the ;htpping business somehow. -
And that's how he wound up in Newfoundland. ¢

Anrl he later became a fish merchant.' He was in thie hide

and ‘nétal: busineds. He(Wds a manufacturer. He owned'-a
*| tannery here. At one poirt. And) it graddally grew . into ‘a
% "'fabi_ny large s fish firme” And hé had, at’ one point, about
eig’h_téan. e;tabllilhnentl spread around the province, ;szouna
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the island, and in Labrador. Herring fishery was his
primary business. He pioneered the Scottish herring fishery

i i et
in Labrador in the thirtié:

and he was into varicus things. But that's why he came to
Newfoundland. '
9

Now," _you say) what ‘is it like'as a Jew, 'growing up in

‘uewfoundund? Mdy I ask you, are you Sewish'yourself or

not?’[Yes, but ‘it practicing. ] You hre. Well okay. 'No..'

[{

I was ot either. ! But T’ ask thn because you! ‘a ‘havf a: fsil

for what'I'm aboit to say. " o .“ .

T didn't o Fwiat: it was -to be.a- Jew ta gxcw up in’

New(ouhdland. There weré no -- al}xmnslt)es- There were no

-- ‘racial’ feelings here. ‘That I could discern as a young-
ster. I'didn't know what it was to be a Jew until I got

much older. ~ If you know what I mean.

We weren't closely assocjated with' the Jewish commun-
ity. My“iather Was & Reform Jew. And ‘on the u}n;le, the
people here. were mostly Polish - Jews. Polish extraction.
And very religious .types and, we weren't that way. So, I
didn'tv have an.association' with the Jewish community as
such. Not that we wére above it or different

5= we just

didr‘l't- That's all. I don’t know what the history was with

my father and the Jewish community. You know, and =-- God

knows what may have transacted in® those days. Right ‘or

He was quite’ a world .trader
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A
s .
wrong I think, some of the people, some of the types, felt’

they were a little, like a cut above -- others perhaps?

Intellectually and philosophically and whatever. My father

.was -- a great thinker. And there was .no two Ways about

that. A very great thinker. &
[was he friendly with Perlin?] .
Oh yes. They were very close. Very close indeed. 1n
fact ‘I .xememb-: being ' dragged down. there! when I was about

four or five, six, years of age, and shoved in the corner in

the office and the two of .them, sat to, and talked f‘o} hours'
_and hours and hours. And; I remember; as an impatient .ghfld
§itting ther All that time. 'But, they were very very
close friend%ed. Oh, my.father and old man Perlin were
great friends. Were so .for years and years. =---- Now' I
don' t remember othe: Jewish - people being there. , Just my
father. And, me béing dragged there ahd shoved in the
corner _ané -- that m"eif thing.

There were many I suppose of &y -- type around. I don't
xno.. DE. ‘Miller he/Aied zecertly, 'He's one THcan  think of
like that. [You mean sort.of peripheral characters?] Yeah,
yeah. Albert Paxlin was a peri’p'heral ghn‘-ucf.er.. ‘And —
you pxobably know something of - his baekgtound. . So Jube'n?
was much the same way. I' = not putung nyself in Albert's

ci‘-s;‘: ‘mind you. [1aughs] Don t get me umng ‘He was &

brilliadt man,.Albert. ---- But I guéss that's.because” of

his father again. -His. father's leanings.’

- T
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But -—g—\x suppose at times, I might have been a little
conscious of the fact that I was Jewish, growing up-in St.
John's’, but no: to any great extent.

I remember, a close friend of mine, as a kid, Doug'
Wilansky. I think he's a doctor in Montreal ngw.  Well,
Doug was my childhood friend. You' know. In my age group.
Yeah, I remember that on Sat‘urday, his mother would g;ve me .
the ‘money to take Doug to the movies. ‘Which wasa't exactly
‘xight either. ‘We shouldn't have been doing- to. the movies.,

Well I don't think it meant. that much to us as kids. We
just didn't,give & damn you Know, we just.went on our --
whatever™ the folks wanted, whatever his, parents’ wanted,
that's what théy goty  And ‘whiteve: =y parssts wanted,
':hac's' what they ‘got. Unfortunately, you know, this is what
happens.. See Doig want his way and I,went my way, and we
never discussed thue‘thingn. Afterwards ‘you know. - In
those days, uh;: discussed feglinél, you kn‘ow. “lql did what
you did, and that was it. —-—— But I was never feally con-
scious of the .fact of being something different. Or -being
outside, or -- Never. It wasn't like Montreal. or New York
City or Toronto you know. .

, "My mother grew up in Montreal whh:'hlﬁaala different
situation. 'c.u-o'ha.z ﬂn;.helr was ‘Polish. Oh yes. Very
religious. Very Orthodox. ' She went  xight ‘along with my

father. ---- And I don't know why my father wasn't. .He
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spoke and wrote Hebrew, Yiddish. He speke as I say, six or
seven, or whatever, Eur;)pean languages. And why he Juasn't
religious I don't know. ---- He was more a humanist I
thifik. Very much a humanist in fact. ---- Of a philosophi-
cal persuasion if you know what I mean. I coyld tell you

some stories. A very interesting story in fact. »ﬁ

Some years ago; when I became Deputy Minister of Labour,
I got a call from the Secretary of Cabinet: who at that time
was doing some 'research. for the ?re;:nier. The -Premier was
' fntdvested bin che Sace that I:International Pulp and _gapei
wanted' to’buy- Labrador from .the Commission of ‘Government way
back in the 1930"s. ‘And he wanted the Secretary.of Cabinet
to do some research into that. He wanted to know why did
they have these interests. o ) ’ .

Ang I think at, the time they GEfeLeE W (ERBULGUS soE €D
the Commission of Government to buy Labrador. ‘And they
almd®t” sold Labrador. . Be¢ause,” in those times, things were’
economi®ally difficult. And the gcvgmn;ent was on ‘the verge
of bankruptcy. .And, the thirties were hard times every-
where. And, Labrador wasnit considered very valuable. 5o

-- this is an interesting Bi’dejthi;lg, you know? N

So, Dad had a lot of experience with Labrador because he
had sold pit props to Germany. Now, these are timbers, they
use in mines. I the ‘coal mines, or, whatever. In iron
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mines in Germany. And, the,wood there was just the right

sizqfor that so --

They had a lot of dealings with German sea captains.

And they brought in some ore samples from the Grand Falls™

region whlch was later to- become the: Churchill Falls. In

the Eke Melville area. They were sailing right @p~ o the

very end ‘of the fake, Milyiile area. And they had a lot of
contact with the natives and eo forth anad: pxospectora and
what not. -And they brought some of‘ bthese ore samples in to
my father. And Dad took thesa samples into the states with

him. For assay. And they were very vefy rich in ore.

But they said to my father at the time, "Why? ---- Why
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do we want to go into the hinterland to look for that kind. ~

‘of minerhl when we have the Great Mesabi Range?" If I

 remember correctly, the open pit mining in the States. "We

can get all the ore we want, you know, for comparatively

little. Nothing as to.what it would cost~to go into Labra- .
: X R

dor to get it."

But that was before the world war, and before all this

metal wemt to the pottom of the sea. Tanks and God Knows
uha:.x\nd wastage and before women started using’ canned

goods ih' their houses. 50, ore wasn't in great demand, -as

it was.in later years. ]
So my father knew quite a bit about the Labgador region

and about the'power potential and so forth. So -- he was a

Ao "
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great friend of one -of the Commission - of Government, Sir

John Hope Simpson-. we lost our Responslhle Governmenr_ and

the British gove:nmenc set up a Commission’ of Guvernment.

And they senf out Commissioners' from England. So we had a -

o : 1 -
humber of English Commissioners, a number of local Commi
sioners and so forth governing our cquntry.. - « Lo a

Andione day talking in his office, Sir®John said to my

father, he said, "Mr. Banikhin," he says, - the Jews .of

Newfoundland. must think terribly of me. ' Theyl must ' hate’

me."..And Dad was rather surprised and he said;. “Sir John,

w}aat do you mean?" He said, "Oh," he “says, "the.hewish"

people, " he saxd, "must thxnk very xll of‘ me: He says,
“Look. For all I know, sir, John, they don‘t’ even kncw you
. 4

exist." ‘You know. . Add, he‘\ said. "Weu I was co-aumox of

people from immgxaung ints Palestire.” 'He séys, “We aid

it at the time," he says. He thoughb’we were ‘right because

And he was a-very' mgh English civil servant at the.

the wmr_e Papet on palesune, whlch forbade th .;euish'

nme and he was, K very much xnvolved in the megn Office

affairs in’ Paleatxne ,and 80 fD:th- For the British govern-

ment. And ‘he said that, "Well.' He thou hl‘. that the land

conldn t hold anynoxe people. 1t was just dese:t ’arld, we

figured we'd have a’ catastrophe on our hands if we let the

Jewish “immjgrants go there ;' because ' of their religious

philosophy. You' know, everybody .wants to go' theze and," he

A « . 4




*wa’d have a-texrible infiux of peopie and we wouldn't
So We thought

said,
be -aple-to —---the‘country couldn't stand it.

we were aoing the right thing.” 5o he says, “Sif John," he
Jsays, “I'don't think _the Jewish people- here realized -- or,
they dgn ¢ bentize~ cextalnly they don* veulize your connec-—

tion, with Palestine
So, Dad"gave this/a lot ot ,rﬁoughc. i Anyway, ‘Dad“was a

0

ook, he says that., "waz clcud,e,"

over Europe. uow_." he

great _ catuntxop‘he W

"the:e 5. goxng to be

“Right nol, Jewish people are being precluded.

dlfiexant things. |They're “being excluded:- ’r‘hey re

nuppreised.r Ané " He says, “I th)nk —that the time’

we have dottors "

we . have carpmters o _You

haye e{‘ngi‘neﬂé:rs, we have architects,
: aAnd they have no place
you pointed out where Palestine was eonce:ned."

‘then he* deqcrxbed

1etter to sir John. And

his ‘was 1932 or ',33“

.

we have 1awyers. we *
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Now I don't ;<now if you kfiow the history 'of suggestions
‘that have been made concerning the emigration of the Jewish
people. To get them out of ahmps and a lot of far-seeing
people wanted to get them to various places in the world,
but the Jewish peghle just wouldn'twgp: They wanted Pales-
tine or ‘nothing. You know. ' But there were places set aside
for ‘them by thé British government and so on, but th‘at was®
an insult to the Jewish people. And, unde,:\tnndably s0.
But Dad po)nteﬂ out to the Commission of Govirnment, he

says, “We have a. vast country ther. i‘of huge wealth. 'rmber

resources andi power --resources, the water resources of the

‘Grand Falls," he Bays, "is just unbelievable." v,
Now, Dad knew these things long ' before..the idea of
. . . . ;
Churchill Falls ever came to" life.” : Now you know about

Churchill Falls, the great power -- thing there. And, the .

great iron ore mines thére now. The gieatest in the world. '

And, *so he said, "You, know, the mineral wealth ;there. is

tremendous.” Says, "m.y not_ turn that over to the ‘Jewish '

people. Don't ve. it,to .the Jeuish people.r But let the, 4
Jewish people come\ in thexe and let - them -develop it. You--
won ‘c ed to ' finance them. . ‘Théy'll have their own i
financef." So sir Joh}\thought that this was a great. -idea.

And . fahhel'v said, “Lobk- Ther'

117 bé countless 1lives

saved. If you do this.," e

g et ==

&
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So, this is how, in the research, that the Secretary to
the Cabinet came back to me.’ He said, “Cyril, I found. these
letters,” AN he said, “This was finally sent to Ten Down-

Aing Street.” And, the British government liked the idea.
So they said, "Well, what should we do?  Yes, this is a
g_reat.‘idea. Tremendous idea." So they came back, to the
‘government of Newfau;ldland -and said, "“Proceed." So theyv
‘came’ back to my father and said, _"Okay.  How shall we
proceed?” . i i & : B

“so he thought well’ the best thing we should do is go_.
speak to tl?e Zionist organizations _in New,‘icxk City, -the
headquarters for the raising of funds and for getting the
Jewish people into Palestine and all this ‘sort of stuff.
So, one q{ the Commissioners or one of the high officials --
1 don't know who it was, I was very yopng at the time. Very
young indeed. I was only four years old. But I remember
the talk around the house in later years as to what tran-
spired; -- And, they went to New York. ' To see what they
could do. ,'To. garner .some interest in 'it.: ---~ And they were
gonna kill my father. They were gonna throw him overboard.
'They. accused him of being & traitor to the Jewish people and
all -- to think that he would suggest such a thing. = ‘'Cause
all these people were making a )'l.vang fxnm‘éhi;, from the
Zionist—movement ‘in New 'York and -- no. They weren't gonna

deviate from this- at all. 2 .w,_ . 15
g s .

'
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So, my father came back a very disheartened- and discou.r‘-

318

aged man.: And Re just ‘forgot the whole issue.

s .

But that"s ‘the kind pf person he Was. So I just. thought

I'd throw that in for what it was worth. So, theré is fore-

sight for you. Imagination. ., my. father. s}‘ad—at'ths

time, in his communlcatibn with the Comn\lsslon Df ‘Govern=

ment, that the B:itish were gonna have a1l kmda ot prohlems

in- Palestlne.‘ At that e With, the Arabs: Ana” with ==

Goa knows sort, o :Mng. ‘cause:

the Russmn arny, f£ighting” the Turkxsh, ‘the Ottoman Empue.
And.so he knéw a.bit of the history ot the :eg)on.A But ‘Ke
predicted all this. He predicted what would happen. And

sure enough, he predictéd what would happen tG the Jewish

people in Europe. »:
%

And, what a gloriois thing that would have been for the

Jewish people.” And look what they would’ have done. Look

what theéy did to' a .desert. What would .they have doné in

Labndnt? & .
[Dld he. Qvez propose .that to the Jewish conmumty in
-

Newfoundland?]

I don't know. I don't know. "Maybe thi%s is why he
wasn't 80 close to them anymore. Maybe this'was the falling

out.he may have Had. I don't know.

his iat‘her “nad sezved in.

t
i
N
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I think, more than anything else, he'd seén so much

. suffering where he camd from. Pogroms and -- God knows

'really part_ of his

what. I remember my. Uncle.David- speaking about that sort of
thing before they came over. Dad Was here first as you know
and then when he made weli. h]e sent 'the money over and
brought His <- rest of his family-6vér.bit.they had:suffered

quite a bit and, Grandfuthex ha/; \:een killsd .in-one of .the

- lifesty&e ‘he was going to —-.mdke it

aifferent. For nimself apd- for his.’ children. - aupecuuyf

'for his children.

'I remember him telling me that his mother was very upset
when she heard that he waa.going to Canada, °going to immi=~
grate to Canada, and ‘she said he'd become a goy and -

Whether »she was right I don't know. He told sme that. Years

. Se & 5 -
and ydirs .and” years ago.. ——- One of the very £dw aiscus- -

sions we had.about that sért of thing.

‘And ‘I wound uj nany;ng a Gentile glrl and I'm quite
happy and - not—that 1 turnnd nga!nut ny henca‘gp in. any

. La
way. ' Just the way it was. Vezy conscious of thé fact that

I was Jewish, of my Jewih heritage. Not conscious of the

fact that I was J

i. i T
heritage ‘causé my father was very strong on that. - We're

streetwise, that way. But of my-

* pogroms. ---- So asn' r. a very puaceful ‘area ‘they came ..
from. as ycu\@a(y well know. And ‘I auppoée that’. was -



Kphens. The hame, Banikhin, is Hebrew. [Pronounces as
"Ben-i-kohen."]  "Ben-i-kohen," which means ‘“son of a
pr:est- So, we're of the priestly :nne-. [laughs] wWhat-
eve!. But, you know, very conscious of my heritage that
way. And, other than that, ng. )

f That's _why 1 asked if you’ were Jewish 'caﬁse'ypu'd

underscand I can't. speak Yiddish.

W7 4" G mebrew.’ I never. had that exposure. -- 1 Feel’ awfully:'

I do. ‘At times, . I ‘wish’i’had

quilty. for it. At times

-= I.don't"knoW.. I just --'feel sort of left :;ui: of things.’

- ‘=== ¥men I’8 mixing with Jewish people, I'd like to be able

to ---- I feel like an outsider looking in. ' At times..--

- But I don't deny the fact that I'm Jewish. Don't deny it in'

& any way. Youknow. I'm very pxoud of the fact. " 2
It's funny, thetelu a sort of -- peculiar type of isola-

»uon you xnmn ?Like my- wife is'a beautiful Jewish cook.

. i ' She's learned everything "from my .mother. :#¥ou knoW, -the ® /
. borscht, the knedlich =-- and the mandel bread. She makes

ukn The EES .na '

- -o;t of 1it\xnt'{on you Khow?  But'I 20:’1 Jewh . 'mxough a

“it.all'she does, it. 8o funny. I

. sense lof heritage if you like but -- it's haxd to. expluxn. s

[J.augh!] i S

1 often wonder why ‘the heck Dad came here. Although he

+ loved Huwfoumuund. He really did love ;this part of the .
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world because he h‘ to get the freedom he wanted. Freedom

of expression. Freedom' of- doing what he wanted to do. =

And I suppose aftef his travels and what he had seen, this
was an ideal place.’ To live. The climate is not all that

bad you know, it's moderate. The winters arenit "all that

- cold. A.nd t‘ne summers aren't au :that hot, - you know. And

if you travel a 1little bit, you- can get ‘out and come back

“and - 6o, it is an'ideal place to 1iVe if-yoi want fo look

Jat'it’ from ‘that’ point of view. -But.as,

I .couldn't gec'ouc of heré fas‘i: ;er‘noughv.'
1 did Jan my " schooling ‘here. . locally. But I aid

travel./ qute a bit.. !Cause b 3 Jo{ned- my ’ia‘thex'a business

- as a youngster and, you know,’ we were marketing all over the

world. So =-== i
But I.stayed here. My roots are here. I'm a Newfound-

lander. That's it. We have four. children, and all of our

children a¥e’ living in Calgary. They're all doing well.

A }khe_y all left Newfoundland. . 4

'

There's been a complete’ turnover: of. Jewish people here.

You know. Different rames enme\y. They appear on. the.

o~
leane and suddenly dinappaax. 1 imigine it -’axuays been®
- the same, and -- it.will alwuyn be the same here, unul we
become more sophis:icated perhaps and becone largar ana the

oil thing get‘s off here. . Then; things'll change.

2" kid growing up here -

1
i
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I suppose we're a microcosm of what you'll find anywhere
in North America. Even where you come from. I don't think

we're so terribly different. .
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