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Abs tract

The polic i c al , e conomic and cu.le ural ;nargi~lizacion o f

human pop ulac i ons ha s be come an importane eheme i n

po s t· c o l onial l i te rary sc holarship because i t f r equ ene l y has

occurred. i n t he cone ex t; o f co l onia l rule, and be c au se

c o l on i a l marqi na l iza eion in va r i ous fo rms ha s i n cecenc

. dec ades been t.he subject of widesp r ead liee rary cr eaemenc s .

s uca marginaliza c i on p racc i ces as obj e ccHica t ion,

commodif ica tion an d s te r eo eyp i::l.g have been r oo t ed in

assumptions by colonia l powe rs en ee t hey are a l s o the

s ou r ce s of truth and va lue , and are t he r ighc t ul ru r e e s of

cne col on i e s they have he l d. Col onial powers f r equentl y have

mar g inal i ze d colonia l t erritor ies 'by discou r aging cu l t ur al

s e l f-de f ini t i on , ch r oug h col onial author ic i es' and

mis s ionari e s ' i mpos i c ion o f culcural pracc ices f r OCll t lle

c entres of power and cue cons tant r e i nforcemenc of the i r

superiority . Moehe r f requent effect of colon i al ru le has

be e n an i nabil i ty wi Urin. marginalited popu l ac i ons co esca pe

economi c or po l it i c a l dependency OD the co l on ial powers- - a

s tate of affairs which frequently has bee n due t o the

e co nomic exploica c ion of coloni e s by the col on i a l powers

t he y r e l y on .

The pos t - c olonial study of marg inalization i s an

a pp r op r i a te basis f or an explo ration of Ray Guy ' s plays
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because all t hr ee o f hi s plays emphas i ze marginal i zae i on .

-..hic::' cas been a def i n i ng f aceor th=ougt:!.oue Newf oundlac c' s

hi s ::ory . The plays are all sec du rit:g en e crucial pe :r:'od

sur:,ounding t he 1949 regime change in whi ch Newfoundl an d

ended its l ite a s a British colony and be ca me a prov i nce ot

Can ada .

GUy's fi r st play Young I - U r j e' s aeon Made ;·....SlV" it '"

r c casee on a hi story at' ecnnccencr-i,c and eg ot i s t i c

missionary ac e i vity in Newfoundlan d: his s ec ond play ~

~ addresses II ps ychological depende ncy among many

Ne·...! oundl an de r s on exogenous cul ture s as the s ources of

cures to Newtoundland ' s economic and political i l ls ; and hi s

t h i d p l a y I:Je Swint on Ma u ac.- eccus e s on the residue of

COl onial a t c Lcudes in t he new r egime . and on margina l iza::i on

prac t ices among Newf oundlanders _

GUy al s o emphasi ze s the mulcifariou s r esponses to

processe s of marginal izat i on among margina l ized pe op l e ,

dra.... ing attention co the ac tive margin as a st.ee of struggl e

and ch an ge .
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Introduction

The yea z s f cse before and irrmediacely following

Ne'.<Ifoundland 's c cnrec e ea e ice -",iCh Can ada i n 1949 ve e e ye ax s

of gr eac ad juscment. . Ne wfOUIldland ' s hiscory be g i ns wich a

:;ler iod of about; ewe centuries during which e eeefeeene was a l:

vceae ~orbidden and e e e e s c eo l e r aeed by ea e a r i t i s h and e~e

Frenc h alik e ." Followi ng this period. , Ne.....foundl and spent from.

1824 unt. il 1949 unde r varying degrees of Bricisb colonial

influence , r an ging f =om pe:::- i ods of self -government. t o

pe r iods during :.ihic h governmenc .....as control led. en t i rely by

colonial ag en t.s . The Commission o f Government , -"'h i ch was en e

goveCling body for Ne ..... f oundland during cn e fifteen ye aza

di r ectly preced ing Conf ed e: a e ion, waa c ompr ised o f

Br i t ish -a ppoi nt. ed c ivil s ervant s . At. the t.ime of

Confedera.t.ion , Newfound!a.nt:!e r s we ee l earning eo de al wi t h

cue e conomic , so cial and psychologica l res i du e o f

colonial i sm in cne abs en ce of ene colonial .s t.ruc eu r e s

t hemse l ves , whi ch had su pported a particular s cac us quo, ha d

enc re nc ned and cone i nual l y rei n f orced t.h e assoc i a e i on of

economic and polit.ical power wit.h Sr i eai n , and were

a c c ompanied by various re ligious and medical missions wbi ch

en c ouraged , czcen wi thoue SUCCf!SS, the percepe i on by

Newfoundlanders of t.heir own moral and cultural inferiori ey .

Newf oundlanders ae t.his ei me al s o had t o a ttempt eo Sha pe ,
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