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Abstract

The policical, economic and cultural marginalizacion of
human populations has become an important theme in
post-colonial literary scholarship because it frequently has
occurred in the context of colonial rule, and because
colonial marginalization in various forms has in recent

‘decades been the subject of widesp literary tre:

Such marginalization practices as objectificationm,
commodification and stereotyping have been rooted in
assumptions by colonial powers that they are also the
sources of truth and value, and are the rightful rulers of
the colonies they have held. Colonial powers frequently have
marginalized colonial territories 'hy discouraging cultural

self-definition, colonial authorities' and

missionaries' imposition of cultural practices from the
centres of power and the constant reinforcement of their
superiority. Another frequent effect of colonial rule has
been an inability within marginalized populations to escape
economic or political dependency on the colonial powers--a
state of affairs which frequently has been due to the
economic exploitation of colonies by the colconial powers
they rely on.

The post-colonial study of marginalization is an

appropriate basis for an exploration of Ray Guy's plays

ii



because all thrse of his plays emphasize marginalization,

2 has been a defining factor throughout Newfoundland's
niscory. The plays are all set during the crucial period
surrounding the 1949 regime change in which Newfoundland
ended its life as a British colony and became a province of
Canada.

Guy's first play Young Triffie's Been Made Awayv With
focuses on a history of ethnocentric and egotistic
missionary activity in Newfoundland; his second play Ersa
Zond addresses a psychological dependency among many

landers on culturss as the sources of

cures to Newfoundland's economic and political ills; and his

third play The Swinton on the residue of

colonial attitudes in the new resgime, and on marginalizacion
practices among Newfoundlanders.

Guy also emphasizes the multifarious responses to
processes of marginalization among marginalized people,
drawing attention to the active margin as a site of struggle

and change.
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Introduction

The years just before and immediacely following
Newfoundland's Confesderation with Canada in 1949 were years
of grsat adjustment. Newfoundland's history begins with a
period of about two centuries during which settlement was ac
worst forbidden and at best toleratad by the British and the
French alike. Following this period, Newfoundland spent from
1824 until 1949 under varying degrees of British colonial
influence, ranging from periods of self-government to
periocds during which government was controlled entirsly by
colonial agents. The Commission of Government, which was the
governing bedy for Newfoundland during the fifteen years
directly preceding Confederation, was comprised of
British-appointad civil servants. At the time of
Confederation, Newfoundlanders were learning to deal with
che economic, social and psychological residue of
colonialism in the absence of the colonial structures
themselves, which had supported a particular status quo, had
encrenched and continually reinforced the association of
economic and political power with Britain, and were
accompanied by various religious and medical missions which
encouraged, often without success, the perception by
Newfoundlanders of their own moral and cultural inferiority.

Newfoundlanders at this time also had to attempt to shape,
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