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ABSTRACT

This thesis has investigated the provision of the Elementary Core French

Program in small rural schools in Newfoundland and Labrador. The

implementation of the communicatively based program Avemures in our province

in the 198Qs required a shift in teaching methodology and a teacher who was

comfortable in the language and who fully understood the philosophy of

communicative language teaching. J was interested in examining how effective

this implementation has been in the small rural schools in the province.

Frctjucntly, teaching in a multi-graded setting, the teacher in a small school is

re.o;ponsibJc for all subjects, including French. at different grade levels. My study

sought to develop a profile of the Elementary Core French Program in these small

~chools.

The review of the literature was done in two domains: (I) second·languagc

teaching and learning, and (2) rural education. A survey questionnaire was

dcvdopcd from the themes and concerns prevalent throughout the literature and

administcred to the total accessible population (schools with student populations of

100 or less which offered elementary core French) in May of the 1994·95 school

year. Data gathered via the completed questionnaires was analyzed using both

descriptive and inferential statistics. The descriptive statistics used mainly



frequency distributions and means, served to ~stablish lin <)vl:mll pil,ltln.' of the

Elementary Core Frcncn Prog:-nm in small rurnl schools with respel't til

qualifications of teachers, resourccs available, supp0rl for Ihl: program, llntl usc

of communicative strategies, The inferential stalistil's consisting of chipsqulmos

provided several significant relationships hctwl:cn teucha preparation in Frcm:h

and variables such as use of communicative strategies and proficiency lev..:!s.

The results suggest that teachers in small rural schools nrc nul ndcqu<ltdy

prepared to provide an effeclive Elementary Core French Program. Thus, Ihe

program objectives cannot be achieved. In addition, the findings of this rcscan:h

provide the basis for several recommendations which address the prohlellls with

elementary core French in small rural schools.
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