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Abstract

This thesis is a qu alitative study of the transi tion of

students from a sma ll school to a large school. Interviews

were done with ten graduating students who had attended a

small schoo l for their kindergarten to grade nine years .

They were t he n bused to a large high school for the i r high

school e ducation . Th is study explor es t h e nature of t ha t

transit ion from their po int of v i e w.

The students related memories of a close, friendly

atmosphere where they received a l ot of individual attention

in the small school. They cont r a sted t ha t wi th a more f ormal

atmosphe re and lack of i ndivi dua l a ttention in the l a r g e

school . Students re lated problems of adj usting academically

and socially i n the large school . They stated tha t they felt

some d iscriminat ion against them in t he l a r ge school, found

the bus trip di fficult, and had great di f f i c u l t y with ge t ting

involved in ex t r a -cu r r i c ul a r activities .

The students felt that they h ad been as well prepared

f o r h igh school as t h e ir classmates from t he large school,

and stated that t he y had done we l l i n h igh school . All

students felt that they would have gotten bet ter academic

g rades i n the small school, if t he y co u l d have do ne high

school t here, but would have had a mor e restricted l i st of

course offerings t o c ho os e from. However, ni ne of the ten

s tate d tha t in r e t r o s p ec t t hey would c hoo s e t o go to the

lar ge school aga in, b e c ause they fe lt that due to the
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