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Abstract

The pu r pose of this study wa s to describe the sp eech of

prima r y r.e vea FrenCh immersion (FI ) students i n the p r ov Lnco

of Newf ou nd l and and Labrador with a view to de veloping

l a n guage descriptions which could be used a s 11 basis for

e va luat i on. The descript ion of FI speech whi c h was the

objective of t his study , consti tutes a framewor k through

whLc h to more realistir::ally examine t he oral second Lanq uaqo

iLl} of FI primary l evel students than t he frequently us e d

native-sp e a ke r c r iterion against wh i c h these st udon t s orten

measure s omewhat poo r ly .

The sample consisted of fifteen s t udents, fi ve Crom

each of grad es I , I I and II I . They we r e interviewed and the

spee ch wa s s c r ipt ed and t he n organ ized i n t o speech profi l es

based on grad e levels .

I n ad di ti on to this data ni ne teachers, three from e ach

of g r ades I , I I and I II , were interviewed. Cha rts based on

t he teacher de s cr i p t i on s we re t he n produced. The che ru s

were or gani zed ba sed on grade levels . Thi s da ta was a pp lied

as a b as is on which t o ver ify that the profiles established

from the s tuden t data we r e r eflective of the sp eech of the

students in t he prinl ::;'L Y FI grades in this p r ov i n c e .
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The student profiles indicate that, while there is

error in that speech , in most areas of the L1 there is

evidence of real development and that that deve lopment can

be indicated by the application of descriptors loosely

representative of a given level of p rimary grade FI speech.
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