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Abstract

In the people 's Repu blic of China, students in the

u n iv e r s i t y - t r ac k senior h i gh schools are prepared for t he

Na tion wide Entrance Exami natio n f o r Higher Education

I nsti tutions (NEEH) , whi c h i s held a t t he end o f thr e e - ye ar

s enior high schooling p e riod. Owin g t o the selective n a t ure

of t he NEEH, onl y thos e whose marks i n t he NEEH are above

c e r t a i n s core cont rol l i ne s are e lig ible fo r admi ssion i nto

a high er edu cat ional i nstitut i on. The purpose o f t his study

was t o i nves t i ga t e a c adre of Chinese unive r sity stud ents'

pe r cept ions of the f ea t u res o f autonomy in mot ivation f or

lea r n i ng in university-t r a c k s enior high s chools . The

i nvestiga t i on was c o nduc t e d around t wo majo r re s e a rch

quest ions: 1) wha t the students perceived as t he fea t ures o f

t h e i r lear ning behavi ou r a nd emotional experience with

r e s pe ct t o t he deg r ees of autonomo us ve rsus c ontro lled

mo t ivat ion f or lea r n i ng ; and 2) wha t t he s tudents perceiv ed

as the features o f t he i r l e a r n i ng environment wi th respect

t o that as be ing autonomy supportive versus co n trolling.

Thi s s t u dy was based on the reflective i n - dep t h

i n t e r v i ews between interviewer and i nt e rvi e we e con tact . A

s e lf · r eport quest ionnaire wi th open - e nd i ng quest ions was

deve loped and administered personally as a preparatory stage

o f the i nve s t i ga t i o n to break down the major research

quest i ons i nto mo r e de t a i l ed questions . The i nvest igation
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