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Abstract

In the Pecple’s Republic of China, students in the
university-track senior high schools are prepared for the
Nationwide Entrance Examination for Higher Education
Institutions (NEEH), which is held at the end of three-year
senior high schooling period. Owing to the selective nature
of the NEEH, only those whose marks in the NEEH are above
certain score control lines are eligible for admission into
a higher educational institution. The purpose of this study
was to investigate a cadre of Chinese university students’
perceptions of the features of autonomy in motivation for
learning in university-track senior high schools. The
investigation was conducted around two major research
questions: 1) what the students perceived as the features of
their learning behaviour and emotional experience with
respect to the degrees of autonomous versus controlled
motivation for learning; and 2) what the students perceived
as the features of their learning environment with respect
to that as being autonomy supportive versus controlling.

This study was based on the reflective in-depth
interviews between interviewer and interviewee contact. A
self-report questionnaire with open-ending questions was
developed and administered personally as a preparatory stage
of the investigation to break down the major research
questions into more detailed questions. The investigation
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