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flow more easily.. The use of a Language Experience Approach

•permits thl! students to deCl.l with their reading problems

rather than ."ignore ~em.· Over the years they hav~earned
to avoid reading because it presented so many probl ms.

. .. .
In thi,s -.inte.rnship the Languag,e Exper.ienc pproach

waS'- used !,?r. !'I ,five month period ~n association with an

ongoin9. reading pr;ogra!!,~ The school p~ogram was an ind1­

viqual one, based on the reading levels and the needs of

~". :-th~ stu4~nts. ;-'The'~:d;-ew :on r-nu~r of (sources:
' .... '. . ... ' '/) ' ..

These inclUded the OP'!P H.!ghways reacr.rs and workbogks,

, readi~9 games, ~ ~eadln:g. mater:i.tls j ,The Macmill.a:g, spec~r1im

of Skills and high,-in~e'r,e;;t, l~w~vocabulary books: ;'as ,well
, '\ - . "', . .J _

~,Z::~vit~.es to aeve:op si9h~ vocab~lar)' and:wo::,~ att:",qk

.? .PURP~SE OF TH_E INTERNS";'; ~. . .• .. •

\ The' major p~rpose <6f 'this internship .was the impl~-

....mentatron of a,'~angua~e Experienco,- Jl.PIl1:oach in 'an 'attemp~ .
.i( . 1 .

to motivate .a .group of senior;Elpec1al edu'cation students

,a~d as:<\, r~sul~'tOJ impro_~ their ring. performance. JI.

secol)dary .aim w~s to provide some evalua~ive ,il\formation ,

.~. . con¢e.r~i.n9 the ~fficacy 'of the "Language Experience ApprQach

'1 .. '."', in ,:he ,podal ;.d~caHon cl...roo~) , .

, '. ORG~I~JI.!ION'OFOTHE REPORT'

(

- This chap,t:r. has -included a diSi::.ussi0!'l· of the
~ . '. ,- ..
"problelJ\~ the need for ,the study and.the purpose of the. . .

:~'~,-tI't\,,".t-:-':'"'"'':'"'"'~'''''~7c~',.·•.~;_~....'''i~i''.'''::'-::;'~''''.. ~~;:;.-1t",~:;:;__::,F;~'jT>..;;,,:~;;:;:';::::.-.>-:;::r=.~:::;>=:.,=_:·+,:,,=,~=:':,.=,~~i,_:~;:O,:~=·~:;7'~:;' ,:-;;;,.~::f.":..:':.".'=.=<::.~J
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internship. Chapter 2 reviews the ~iterature related t9

..nta~ r€hrdation and the,liter.ture r,elated\to the

Lanquaqe Experience Approach and to its application with

students beyond the prt.&ry. grades. Chapter 3 contains

the objectives of the internship and the _thodOloqy used'
I .

/ achieve tflem. ChllPt~r .. preeenta an evaluation of the •

internship. iJohe final chapter S~;lUs_the study, cH_

cusses c:onclWl.ions drawn fr01:ll it, and ....t.a specific
'- . .

-recommendations .,

,. .r.

t· ....

.,.
i

.1..
",:" '.
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Chapter 2

•~VIEW OF RELEVANT RESEARCH

The review of the research is divided into two

major s~ctions. The first sEktion'reviews the' r~levant

r~search rclatin9 to, mental retarda:t~Oh! T.he' ~,h~~ri~tics

and .enyiron~ental ca':lses of :r;eta'rdat.ioo a.re examined. The

. focus is oh ~nvir0tunE:ntalcauses "',{nee t.qe subje'cts of

this, 'study may', .~t least, in ~part,'be cia.ssi'fied 'as r_ll:tarded'

beba~se-Of ~helr :l1Jriit~d baCkgrO,~.lOdS. The ~~Ccin'd_:seC~iPn
reviews the lit_era~ure 'r'elated' to the Language Experien~e'
'. '""

AIlPr;oae::h and to "its application with senior special education"

5tud~nt·s. .Speci"fic~llY, it teviews selectea "writin'gs about
. . . , .

~e chllr&.cteristics, aQ,::~ntages and 1imitations" Qbject~ves

and assumpt"ion~."underlying the approach and it~ use Wi~h

older students.

DEFINI~ON' OF MENTAL ~TARDATION t.

~ ",iddy .accepte! de~i.nlH~n Cif me;,tfll. ~et:.a~dation

deve..loP'ld .by tl~~ ,AInE!rican ~~~sbci.iti~n· oh Ment~l' Deficiency'. A.
is state9. J;ly Herber "(1961:3-4L:

Mentar: .retardation re.fers 1;0 suba:verage general
intellect~al functioning wltich. originatee ·durinq. the
devel9P~ntal peripd" and is ~ssociated with impairment
in adaptiva behavior.'" . . .

r ..

,
I
I
i



According to Erickson. (196S.:2), the Ainerican

Association on Mental Deficie~cy maUttains that:

• , .. mental retardation is a term descriptive of
the current status of the individual with respect to',
his level of functioning and adaptive behavior.
Consequently, the individual may meet the criteria of
mental retardation at one time and not" at ~nothe,r.

The tem mental. reta;:dation, as it is commonly used,

implies a cond,iti0p.of 10.... i~telliqence. :l$ut it does not

describe ;·the ~e9'ree of impairment.. nor predict the iOd~vidual's

potell,tial for sociill "and,.persona,i c.~mj>e.tence. For the

'Purpos~ ':l.f this int.erns~ip it 'ls '~e~essary, to' prov~de a

',more spe.eifie _deHn,~~ion;, The ..terms nios't:.commonly u!'l~d,!

by Kirk (19.'2)';.: EricrSO~ ·(~96·5~_· anef G~I~eSPie:and ,Johnso~

(1974)· are· educ~bleIllI&ntapy petarded and· tr<unabl~

~ntal1Y. r.etarded •

. Edck'o' (1965,3) explai" the te= ed~cable.....
mentall;y retarded:

, . .
The t:.erlll educable mentally retarde,a i~ uped .'1;,0

describe, the child whose intelligence plac~s him ,;in
the 50-75 Ie! range, and whose learning. characteristics

_ and social adju'stment' 5uqgest ·the ne·ed for. special
ser~ices and school adjustments tQ meet his· nee~s.

. .
Kirk;. (1-912: 164) sta~es ,tha,~. the ·edu~abie mentally

r'i!ta~dad c~lild. is one wh~se IQ range's' ~rom 150-79. H!!.

state's. that: an ~ducable me~tallY retarded child. is ~me wh'2' ~
b~cause of subnormal tneptal development. ·1s unable to profit

'\,
,/
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minimwn level, Ii) ed4cabili,ty' in sociai adjUstm~nt~~'a .

P;Oint where he can functio~ i~dependently in the community~

and (3) mini~al oqc"upational ,adequacies' to such a"degree -,

that" h.e can later 6upport hims'ei'f .part.iallY or totally at

the adult le.vel.

The trainable mentally retarded .cqi\ld, .according

to' Kirk (19.72:164) ," is o.ne wh?se 10 ran.ges. trom 130-55.

H~, maintains that 'the. ttalnable ~ental1Y.'retll.~ded child
. .. \' . ", .: .. ', ,'.', - -'...,.' "

is one who ~s not educable,in the sanll,e of aoademic achieve-,

m~n·t·,' uldill~'~~ 'in~~~~n~~nt'~~ci'~i ··:djU~·~~·~n·t ~"~, '~~e('collllll_u~'i~~";­
o~" indepE!~d:e·t1~,~pccuP~.t'ioh~·~'.:~dj~s.~n~ .~t -~h~ ,'adult-: l~Y:e~ ~

'. Toe rase·are.h.· describ.~s, many (:~us~s 'Of .liIent<\l %;etar­

dation., These inqlude brain damage "(pre-natal .. na~a;l. and'
'. " . , . ' ;.

post-natal) as 'well -as"culhiral and envir!;!nmental factors:. . . .
The fpeus. of tbis int!3rn'ghip- will be on ·cultural. and en",~i;on-

'. ,I . ,

mental ~actors.

:Gillespie "and: ,J,oruison 0.97.41 rePoL"t a 8tu~y t?arried

.' ,out. py "S}teels and, oye :(I9J9) .J:-n' wbich t;hey examined' 'the,

effect of. early. env+ronrnerit'~l in~erve~t;ion on 1:0. :I'heY. '\:-..

to~k th'ritee~,children,. f'~~riI .an ot:l?han~ge ~nd,:pi~ced th~m

in: an '~nst~,tutio~'fo:r the mept:.lly retarde~. ·,''th~ ~hi~~ren,;

were aillund~r ,th.ree'Yl1ars' ~f age al'ld 'had' an: av.era~e ..IO·
, .'

ot- 64.: They vere p.laced.qn di~~~~~rit, w~r~s ,of the ·i~sti:".

·.tution. whe"re ,~hey '~OUld ·re·ce~v:e iat.g,e ~~t"s o~. indi.vid:ua~'.

I
'l

I
,f
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9-ttent~6n from th~~; ~irlS and att~ri~~~t~:I, After a

:P~~~Od ofI' ~!1~:_.llnd <;in~-ha'if ye~,~s tl1eir":Io':S' 9ho~'~d an

average. increase (;t. 21 •.5 POi~~S.-.II.ll;· measured ~y ~~':l ~uhlma'nn

Test., of Men,tal Deve1.opment.: They ,"ti~ed a ..co,nt~asJ ?COUP

of -twe,lV~ children Wh.~ .remained in,.t:he· ~r:Phan~9.~. Thes'e

cp.ildren had" an' :rniti~l 1'0 'of 81.6. After thl'i-i:.y"mon"ths

.0I]?~~~~":L1:'E~.;:I::···.

'd'.·'.'.,·'.·.·
, ·1

j

.~l (
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'The, r~u~'ts ot' ~~ stu~y sled', t.hat the e,xp'~~i-
-' men~al grpup: g~i'i;ed substant.ially' on' the 'Sta~df'Ord-Bine't

" ":',,, ,\ ."
, Scale, on 'the:1<utHmann' Tests, of M$ntal',Development, and on

, t~~ Vinel<in~ S~~le 'of, s'ocial Maturity. ';h'~ icoIlt-rast group
", ' ", q .,' , " ", " '

dropPEl;d 'on, all ,the f.ollQW-up teats. O~ the fift~e~ chUdren

in,the experiiJlEin,tal' ~roup. siJli w{!re pa:~oi~d from the

'.' ··.~::~~::::::~:;:::::::::iii:::~~t~~::~::::'~~:it:m~:'.' .
~h~,{;~~iod:' , ;' ,,' \,"'i:', :"'-":'::~" -:':'"

·;;:::fi·c£:~:~i~~:.~;;:::~I~~tJ:~:~t::r~::t:~i~:~::fO i· ••.· .. '

th~, me~~allY ''re~·ard~d.:' c.~~~~risons"w,Ae,':~~e ',wf,th '~the'~r'"

'~ibtJ.ng's "~nd.' twi,ns: i'iving i~ '~e"'s~~;~o~~~ -b;t'~ithout

~,~ :~~~~:;As" ~f ~:~~schof~, ,educ~t;,i~~:.. ~,::The,s,e '~~'o ':,?~OUP,B ',~e~e.,
'a1.:s,o: compa:,red' ,to' f\:?ur 'chq~re~, who h~,d ,been, ~aken ~ut, ,of,'"

i,nadequat:~"l:i.o~liI" ~lac~'d:-}n, .. f~s ~~,J:':';'a~es ~ a!ld" i'n ':"a:"'Pt!'!sc,h~o+~"

'~He, 9·t~dy~'~h~~d'·.that, the' 'f~~r 'f6'~t~r':'home,cHU'dFen

,.·.'r;~:3~~~~F~$f]:::
, con'trol' ,gi::oup:of \tw~ns' aml',:slbling~-m~de(,9~in8"in 1,0 ",he!,!"

,t ;.'



curriculum to a' group o~ 'J-8 f~ve-year old culturally'd,is­

adY~n'taged chi~dren x:anging ~n 1Q:S' 'f~om.50 to 85~ .1beY

,compared the'ir progress ,,;,ith" t.w~. other gro.ups, .o~e' attimdlng

i
I·

I'
l..·...'1
j

1...

.t .',.\'~ ,::.'.,
,'.,

':.'.
", "j .. :';"

'. : ','. ~"'.

"

. . . .
.A tra.ditlond ldnd~rgar~en a!1d the other remaining.at 'home.

The res.u~t's of' t,h.e expe:rime~<phoWed that- th~ experimlmta,l

.pre·school grol.\p ~f', 28 ·childr.en 'iri~recised their. $t~'mdford';'.

"'s~~~~§~~f;:g§~}~f~!
:::::f~E:::::r£~~~::~:::::.:~e:::::·f:::::::::~::::t_.
~~a~~ ··~xperie~~e.. !

. ~ :S·~,in,ilar. e:~p.e~i~nt ~a,~ co~~u~.t.ed by ~:ik~rt _ .

(196.7:163-1~lf.·':·In. the\ I."le,tkart: program the.··~xpe·:Cim~lita1·

_,c~~id~~n. ~!:.t.e~~ed :~chbol In': ~he morning,. ~n.d,.in. the'aft~~-:

·::noo'nl"~,~':t~ache.r:<:~n~ti.uct~,f,.the ,~a~e·n~s"a'~:~om~. ,. ·~e.,:

". ···::i:i::.:::.:t:::n:;~::~:·::;~~:h:x::;:e:::: ~;.ouf
fi'o~ :-;~,~,~'. t6' .9i~~ <.:'~~i1e: t~~" '~~)}'i~r~s.t .qrou~·IflAde' onif ~:

.·.~·ii~~t' ·~ain~~. ~i ..th~ ,~e.~o~d '~·r·~de., h~~ve~·,.· th~}~ i,was.

,J~'ttl~. ~:i.f~e~ence':· with th~ expe'Idm~ntai9ro).lphavin~an

.:' ':::~::'t::::c:t '.:;:,.~:.~::~:::::::Pc::~:~.nA~':e /
i::j::~::::th:::~:v±:t~eco~t,~st'~O~R~~ "~".peC": '
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~thods.

AISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE ON THE
LANGUAGE EXPERIENCE APPROA-CI!_

" .~ .
David,son (l972: 1) states that tpc beginninq of

·the' Language Experience Approach ;an be tr~ced back to "\

the late, ri1n:eteenth century.' '.ShEl po.in.ts out, f~r, 'rxample-, .

·th,at Le? Tolst0;f. used. the colliposi"~ion's bf his ':E\us~iafl'

studen~.ii as' ~~e~d~n'q ~~t~rial~',:··

Hildreth (1965)'. point~ out', that st~die!!.· by. ,Iann

(1965). ~ itc:ca~e.:, ({9'66)', s'ta~ffer'·~~ 'H~~ond' l19iist "-~l;"l,d"

· ~ils;c:,~Jt.~n9 'cl~la~d ({'~66{' sli;""'. ,~~'t ,p.up.11s' ·ta~9'ht. ~.hro!J~h
. " " .. ',' ,'.. .' "";;"" .,' . :

'. ·tJ':'~n9'u~~e Expe;oiel"!.ce APproa.~h ._sc~red' siqnHic~tly·· .'

.higher 'on word' meanirig and pa~;qr'aph' IIleiminq than stud.e"nts··
.. 'j"".:" ' ..... ' ":,:' I: :.':' - " , '.

'(il:ught u~in9. the bas~l· 'reade,r ,apPL"o:~ch~

'.. i~J.'j~~r;::'::::d ~:~::.Lt:::c:t:i:!";::::::h l
gerie.·~allY ~nI~.. Pl~e~d,,·.·~t .a:'t the, higli~st, le.vid 'q,f,·.~'~aching:~ ,

'-;'••",". '"",....... • '.,' •• ~,~,• .::..::'--'-'~. .::....::.'.:.-"..;,"'. .::.'_."t ..~.,.::...._•••,•••

-~.< ,: .A~co,;dl~g 'to-.itfldt:eth: jl9,6Sf .. c~J;ative studies
.' .. 'j' ,' ..::~\',' .:. ",': .....: ."". "':, <: ,". ": .... ''-';-:,,:''
~~,:,,~~Vl!lq ;e~pep.enc,.e.:;.rela~.e~· ~ppro~ches and bil;.s~l :IiPpr<?adi~s,

:- ~~~w.~t~·'~'e~,~~~Ii;:, ~n::t.~~.,'1.iter.~:t~r~,Y~.:,~:ar~~.':\1.9:26~. ". ~~: .

I rc1at"e~:s17J.ld;e.~·,p~ed' by 'Jiildreth includ~··thQSle.by Gates

· (19261, 'Hildreth· (19'30);' tee (1'933)' a,nct Allen·:;(19·61). As'
• ~ ,.,' >

. indica.ted·~by .Hiid~e~fi~, lDeas\lred .results in these 8~udie~

·";t-refl'ect some super1ar~ty· in the'achi~.ve.m7ntof pupils

wpo cwei:~ ~U9ht ...t,~.oUgh'eXperience-Oriented i.ns.t,~u:~i~n.al .
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CrutClhfield !1966:285) Points o~t that in current

',practice the LII.~9UII.9~ Experience Approach can. be deE'inee! more

specifically tn.~n before in light'of its develpproent by

classroom tE!ach~rs in San Diego Courtty, C~li.fornia,. who

.: wo.rked undef the: directi:ofl of Roach Van Allen. Ttre

c~al'ls.was 'or9alli~ed o{L ~n individual b.4SiS to permit· 1

!"ach chUd to' exp,ress".his own fda"as throug!?-, art med~a, ~r.itinq

::;~tti~:+,:::-~d .
Sl;:i!lufler., .Mary..Afule: Ha~i " Dorsal HarnmOnd'-and,'others ~ ."

.·;t h:. pr~~i~.~ •.+far b.YP:dapha~kr·youn~ ~.~d.~i
to >to p~.,.nt. U'r with ...nipr: .p.cial .duea;';;n ",ud.nt..

CHARACTE!tISTICS ;NO RATIONAL~ OF THE
LANGVAGE ~XPER.IENCE ,APPROACH

Xennedy (1974': 71) 'poi,n~s out that·th,a Lanq);lage'"

:::::·:::t~:::::!:::u:::e::n:::i:: ~:t::s::~::::t
q,r~i:~'.;,· AS' '~u~n';iit .S~~ul~ '~e ·deve~OP8d in ·~~onjun~:tt.~

, .. ' ;. ·1', :' " .., __..

with instrtictfo~ ~n !!l~l the' c~ur:t~'ca~.ion s~~'~1~.,. ~.nn~dy.

q6e9 On to' s~r ~h~t t.he'.·La~~uag~:"E,X~~i•.nce ~p~r~~h'~~
b8 ,uud;ai:.·,a:ny., ach~evemerit, ·leV!":!·. arid 'prob.abl~ is' ~:e.·~.t

effect;.lye· 'st.andard 'AP~~'oa:"ctlt~r ~eac~in9 -~nitla1 'r~adin9
, ~·~~ilS.,tO:'~~·s~~v~n:bi~'d: ~~n4r~n.·· -- '.'.':'., "'.. , ..

1" ~c~rdin~ ':,t~<~'P~~~IiI"~~ sp~~he (197~':·24f;2,4'.3)):' t~~:
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, ,
-the other communication skill$ toq,eth~r into one program.

They state:

The plan for reAding instruction is baSed not 'on
some series of books but upon oral and written ..expres­
sion and identified needs o'f the children. The basic
mptivation is ,approa,ched through t,he, child's realization
that his oral language can ,b~. writ;.te:n and thus read,

Lee and Al1,en (l96j:'244)~~intain' that, in the

~n~uage Expei~enC?e Approach the f~:llO!:'~n,g patter~ is ~,vident:.

Wha1;' a, child th'lhks abO.ut he: can talk abo~t'. ,. what, a chiid'

'~alks' ,~ti6ut"he '.'can 'w'r'lte~' ,what ::;~ child' ~rtt~s he' can:' rea'd.

'~'f '~~~'~hila:tan'r~~d'-~·hat.~~' ~~9~r\'~~e~~'" th~~'~h~:;ci~';,'r,~~d"
, ~ha~' ~thers ~~~e, \.iii t,~~~',': '., :"~'~~~~di~~'" to, ',spa~h~ ~~nd': S~~~h~: ~,

I '~, :, ,. ','- . :' ", '::', . .-, --, , " ,:,'" :'- ',," ','.',' "

(l~75.:244) this p.atte,rn is ba~ed li.p~ni ~l:te '~sSUMption t;h<!-t;

z:eadirig i's a' bY~P~OdUCt. of th~ child's.thin,k~ng aM 'oral'

.expression,

Ha,ll (l97-Q'!'4) alSlO ~intains' '"that thl:! 'Language' ..
.E\ '." .',:~ .. '

~periencr~Pf'roach to ,re~d~: in~egra.te~ ti:l~, :t~chi~9' 9f'

r~ading WiJ o,the.r' language' a'r~s as' chHdre,n iJ.sten;; spe.~k.
,w:ri~e" a.na.. ~a,d ai;lo~t t~ej)~' ~r~ona'(exp~ri.en~c:s aii~.-, ide'~'s'.

A ,C~il~, ~ s".:~~eec~,~,' ~ay.~. :~all. ;,de:t~rnii}~,S' ~~~: ,~~g~a~e, ,~~tlt~t~s
ot the:re~ding IJ:Iilt;erialS i: and his, experiences de~erm~ne· t1?-e

:::::~~nd~:::::~~:i::3:~::/:~:Ly L;:;::;"A~:n ~::::::' ..
Exp~rf¢nce' ,Approach i.tse~' ~he ,pr~~i~e', th'at r~~d'i~g'·h~~. mo'~e '

m'~an~bq ,'f.9r, ~': ch·ild. 'wh~n d.~ :is' b~se~ d~::~i~ ,ejp~.r!~.nces.,"

'f·"
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TI\~ pattern ;f liste!'ing; 'spaa~in9, writi.n~ and

reading about. pers'onal exper.ien~.e~i is clearlY,outlined in

diac};ammatic' form "by Hall, (1910: 5"1 :

" "\.' "

'- .. ;

~':" ',.' -:.'
..:" :~ ..

'.<:-.'

.~ '; .
....~.,: ...

,. .

H'al{{19!O:;~) 'states\ila~ the modeLsho"';'~. .

., ".; ...':: the ·:?hiidl.~ invo~vemeni as hE!.-rnoves ·,f~.o~ .. , . ", ,:­
talk:i:,ng '.to ~n~04ihg ·to··,the··read~nq.0,£ hi,s _tll0uqhts. As'
~e ,ebil,d,.sees: ,hJs."spellch encoded: into·pri~ted s0nb?l.s.:.
the coJtlmun?,cation. qf the., meani~g~of. ~~9 sJ)i!:ech- .,in- :" ..
_":,,rit~en fprm::is'~vident. ~o·'h#n,.. , .As." he.. deco:de·s.:,the· , ,.

'.'. ~i~~=~~':~_~~S ~,~~e~;~r~~~~::g~~~~~~~~~~;!O.:~~·~~~q~:·:·- ..'
re~din9'.·. '.....~ ,~, .. ,,,.

~~I~~~~i~Pi
~~~·~·6a~~.,::·: .N~.S~~~'~";~~ ':~~~~~: ~e~~e~.~.~ '::~~d/~;~~~~~'9':.' ~aY~·~~
~~,ed. :2£8' the:'ch~~:d ·~~re,a~.,:~, .~is,· ab~;~.~~;_~O- .r~a!1,;· ~- .. :'

Step 1 - SPEECH . Step 2 .- ENCOD,ING Ste"p 3 - READING"
The c,hild expre.sses Th'e child or. feacher The child reads"

~s,thOU~'_-:g~j:'i<~'on.. :~~:'"'

, , \.
< •

. .'. '.;~.' . -, . \ " ...•
. C.OMMUNICA~~QN ..

..?F:·M~~N~NJ . "
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