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L / - pBSTRACT v N : " ‘ ’
kg T,‘/he main’ purpose of this’study was to investigate the political . e
socializatiohof St John's sehool childrea in gradés ‘Four toveight The
study ias com:err(ed with how variables such as grade level J socmeconnmi: .
Status, sex, anl sehnaly type (rengwn) affected students' knowledge df: " © | i

pol Ttigs; evalustion of govermen

{rtisanshw and percewed ‘importance
ai election outcomes, and parhclpatwn attitudes and beliay i#i, . k A
A extenswe revien 'r rélated 'Hterature was_undertaken m ors T

der: ‘to. gain a4 greater inisight ‘{nto the: nature.of ‘thild. pol mm Soctal
2 ®

.la'bmn. Very Htt'le r!search has heen done on. chl'ld po'ht(ca'l socializa-,

n Newfouridlarid. " Wost. of the studies.todate: have been cnmxueted in

| the: United: States,  “There are, hawever,

M:‘h‘es‘ on child pn1 X

ica'l sac‘l al \latiov\

he Amerlcan and Canadian stud

o les that have been cnndm‘.ted prnved to be-a usefu‘l sour:e nf 1nfdhl’lﬂtwn,

both theoret!ca'\ and methodnlogicﬂ on' child po'llhca] soc;a'lhatlnn in

-5t John " s, Newfuund £

A quest{onnaire that dincluded on'ly multiple-choice 1tems was ud-~

. pinstered by the’ investigatnr 0:600 students frcm Five'schools n differ-.
ent geographicai regions of:St._John's. ! Thiree schools vee: se1ected frnm ;

5o the St Jo

s Roman. aj:ha] School Systen a‘ tio “pron

i
solidated Schoo'l System

Bgcause of the nature of; the;t)dy (a survey: nuestionnaire), < ¥

‘ d:scriptive statistics were uséd fo analyze-the flnn‘hngs A.séries Df

percentage: tabes: ware cons:ructed dving “student respnnses o] various,

ftems on_the quest‘lonna(r

3

_ The ‘findinigs were'anal,vzed under four main neanings fmd%ngs R

©._rélated tp student know'ledge of pohﬂca] T¢éaders ‘and

stitutions ff!\d- e
P




ntntudzs and- tehn!nr‘

vhen :nalyz!ng the ﬂndlngs concern'(ng students’ kmledge-‘f

ated to g _de ]evg‘l “sacton:
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY. |

X

A THE PROBLEY ‘ o LT .

When the oher genermon acts as if politics is wholly an adult

preoccupation, too cnmplex for' the- cM'Id's attentwn, adults have 'm mind

a ‘congeption of politics involring partisan coanct and ideoTogical strug- *

gle. For them, politics means electoral poHHcs an arena.where competing

parties and candidates engage ‘in. bitter. argunents about issues. sichas

unemployment, inf'latinn, and political cnrruption Po]itics in this sense
15 confliet Naden.—Hoiisver, thugh adults vant to keep “the seamy’side of
W'I1t1cs ‘away. fgm’ children, they o yiant tn nstill the. "right" pﬁTH:ical

atti tudes and Va'lues in. their. Chﬂ dren. 'These ahles dea'l Hith less: "

exp‘l laﬂ, parnsin 1ssues and mth' more. wideTy Shared notions' such as

4 patr‘\_n}ism, Joyalty, naﬁuna'l Vder\tificaﬂon and nanonal un1ty

When does this ‘political” socialization’ process segin aid develop

for the youngest members of siciety? This quesnon has Tong concerred

political sc(entists and educators alike. As early-as the 1920°s sacia'l‘
scientists s'f\owed 1nterest 1in the development of -individual po'htlca‘l

4 Charles E Yerrian in 1925 predicted that: .- '

.. the’ exanination of .the rise ind devel‘opment of
. the " poT itic#f<ideation ‘and the political behavir
of the child-has in store for us mich of value:in~
L the suenﬂﬂc undﬂstandlng« of the a idea] and:
{ X

However. it is on'!y sh\ce the 1950's that the 'lahe'l "pa\lhca\

of Chwagu Pre

Lehirles E. i)ﬂerriug. ew Asgects of Politics; “{Chicago, University
1925), p gD T i i

~
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|

s vast majority-of stud1es thus far have been .carried out 1r| the United- 4 v

.

i :
[y suc)ahzation" has become attached m g.e process of muatwn 4nt6

politics. Sind then e.sign‘ficant ambint of résearch hds Jpeen conggcted .

on child pn‘itig‘h s:‘lcla'lllat_ion. parsicularly in. the United states.

At present ‘there are yery- few sthdies that attempt tgeexplore g :

the develapment of child po'l ftica] s‘yciah‘gaf-!on in Newfouudland. The

States. Two of the se'mina] studies ‘lnc‘ude that of New Haven chﬂdren

in the fourth to eight grades conducted by. Fred Greenste\n in, 1965, and™ N

Ca mul:h -13rger samplE ©of second to ei ghth grad= chiTdren in twﬂ clties in

and Judith Torney |n 1967 Greenste\n dea'lt hth know'ledge nf and

1 used questwnna\

s to 1nvestigate a sliqhﬂy Iwoader‘ area: of vn'l‘ltlca]

5 socva]lzatmn, the grum of inmést ih the natfor, xts goyernment .and

.the.rise of the desire th participate i the pthical nrocess % “Thess

studies ' were amung the first to deal wnh the' antica] soc‘ll]lxatiol\ nf

‘the cmd, and were s1qmﬂcant in Prov{ding‘ the framework for furtm H

resedreh AR thé ared 1 ; . iy ol

A lessée amc\mt nf res!a\’ch has been. conducted on. child po’Ht—
|

ical socialiZatdn in Canada’

One study vals conducted “by Geurgc R. Robert
»: 5 z
n 1969 . In his tbesis‘)'ﬂ\e Po"ltica] ﬂrientatwns of Cal qary Schoo

dren’ Rohert repnrted en how qrade 1EVE'| »sex d|fferences soc\oeco-
nomic staﬁuJ and type of school affected the pu'llt!cu'l sucianzatmn of s’

,/; " 2red reenstein, cnﬂ‘dr‘eu;and ol ities, (fgle University regs,

1065).

{ Stobert Hess ‘and Judith Torney, The' Devél optent ‘of PnHt‘Ital j
Attitides in Children. (Shicago:., Aleine PBTTsing Co., 19671, ex




9 grades‘four to eight: st;:dents i -that city.  Jon Pammett and Michael

vhittingggn in thelr houk Foundatwns of Political Culture: Political

“*social ization ln Canada, repmed ona number’: f vnhucal socialization

is ccuntry” In théir boo& Socnhxat\un and Values

: ]and cu1tnre dea 1s a'!so supported hy

Ca'lhoun m National ldentlt! of: Newfound\andgrs, un=-
Universlty f P tt urgh, 0. d
\y 'P. Cohen, The PoHﬂcal Context’ of Childhood: Leaders
and Arit Leadets h| a ‘Changdni ewfuunﬂand Community"™ in Socialization-
“and Values in' Canadian Saciet; 1itical. SociaTization b;
1 kes




3 e . g

The study shows. that a child’s political >1 as are’ significantly
, :/influenced by the culture in which he Tives . '
The' ideas expressed by both Calhogn and Cohen are mp'urtan: in

|he3ping ‘to understand the political socali a‘twn process of St. John's

el ementary schou] chﬂdren, uthors. f cus on the determmate role

ER VR whu:h the cutiial env(rnnmen

4 tatmus of wanund'\anders Cnhen, Tike. C 1houn stresses the {mpa tance 4

z of’ Newfound'land‘s \snlated pnslt\un Iso\ ted frmn Nurth America a)m

Newfou i

foundiand ‘schobls: . Hith this ri:

Ca’lhcun The Natiunal Ident't of Newfptindlanders. \ ; ’
7Davi Kirby;: The Extend: 6f The Po1iltical Socialization of

rst-Year:Menorial “University Students, unpub Tshed W.Ed.. mem.
Umvers!ty F Newfoundla ,1972 £ ;
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Although the main' problem i's"\‘.p determine the influence of the
* above independent variables on the political socialization process of St.
John's school children in grades four to eight, the problem will be

"exilinld in’its broadest perspective. In the first stage of the analysis

there will be an’ examination of the effects of the child's grade Tevel on

his Knowledge of-politics, his evaluation of ‘government (which -includes
“both- .‘mn{icn Figures ‘and political institutions),\his attitude toward
pohn:a1 particlpltion . his pi'rty 1denc1fi:ation\ The effééts of.

tmrd stage tne‘e' ects of sex diffe nces on know1edge of. poHHcs, eva1-

.uation of qwernment. attitude. toward p\ﬂiﬂcal partlcipation, Ind party o

identification will be exanined: -In the final stage of the analysis there
Wil be an exsnination of the effects of the ‘type of ‘schgd] attended-by
the child ‘on:his: knowledge of: joligics, evaluation of gaverr-ent attitude
tmrd pohtvcal partlclpatmn and party identih:ation

th spec'fi:ally. the study “attempts to IHSIQI‘ the fol\oﬂng

quesnons = ) B

Does grade 1eve1. sn:iuecum;m: status, sex, and t_vpe of school

 affect the anticﬂ sociallnﬂun process of.St. John's s:bool <hildren::

1in, grades -four to elght when categorized on:

a): Knawledge of porTtics | : i

. 'b) .evaluation of government . ™

% c).. political participation )
4 party identification - .~ g y

; RAT!DNALE FOR. THE, STUDY - R e
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! N h
ization is an inportant fart in the overall process of child developngnt.

This s especially true for children at the pre-high school level. Robert

Hess.,and Judith Torney in their study on the development of political att‘»

tudes in children fuund that the major development and change in political

attitudes occurs before the child enters high school.® Writing on the

fum:tlons nf Education ina poHt'vcaT syst!m, David Easton states that the

elenentary schonT yea

are the most impressionable stage’of deve]opment
“for the chﬂd inla study on’ the

of political or e
i Canadian‘schoal chﬂdren Jon Pannett. found signiflcant c}langes insthe
cpoiticall prientations o

ﬂdren betwun the fnurth and eighth gra

£ U These and other

tudies found that a variety of factors,

im:!uaing arade: 'Ieve1, soc(necnnnmic Status, sex d(fferences. ‘and school,

411 played a pm in -the child's poh m somlmnon process. The'

Vart whach each of these var\ames :nayed is examined in detail in :hapter 3

There ‘are extraneous ‘variables which may be um'qué to, this

ce that may have a mgnihcant 1nﬂuence upon the way a chﬂd
pev‘ceivas his pohhca’( world.

One such |mpnrtant variable may be: the ]
lsland culture of Newrnundiand Yl 7 ey - ;

It is d\fficlﬂt to dispute the fact that Tife in Neufcundhnd is

" somewhat different from'the general. trénd found in“the rest of NoFth Anerica

Hess and Torney, The Deve’lnpment nf Puhtical Attitudes in
w

‘Childreny

David-Easton, "The Fumftinn Df Education in'a Pol{tica'{ System";
The schua] Revmw Autumn, 1959, p.

.)nn Pariett; "The Devﬂopment of Pulitical Orientatlons L .
Canadian Children”, Canadian Journu1 of Po'l'(t'lca'l Sclem:e, Volume 4 No'.1,
March, 1971 PR 132-111 7




e ‘isolated” from thé mainstream of Canadian polif

Until recently, Newfoundland has been relatively isolated from the outside
vorld. Within this enviromment of isolationism, the people developed a
unique culture c]m was reflected in many aspects of their Hves, includ- -
ing potitics. As John H. Calhoun states in his study on the natjonal
Aidentity of Newfeundlanders, the phys!ca'l Isplatinn and the. feeHng of

ll - o

being a race apart. all. contributed ito the devel opnent-of 2 Newfoumﬂ and
national ‘denmy 1 7

- The' harsh, realiti

of Newfoundland's past. sighificaitly shaped '

ns poMtical ciltire. Feople, faced witha. seemmg]y unsympathetic

govérnment deveInped a (eeHng of distrust toward” pu'l( cs: Tms feeling

‘of distrust is-still preva1ent among many : adult’ Newfuumﬂandzrs today
. David.M: Kirby in his study on thE extent of the pnﬁticﬂ soclalizatiun

"of first-year nemmﬂ Unwerslty studenés =7 thats, .. ix

political: cynicism may “in\part be due to the
general- dissatisfaction that xung people today
express ‘against the establishnent s_ystem, or
again it may be due“to the,political milieu:which

“Since: N
by VIrtue. of 1ts geographic- position; remains - . . .
ics

the'main political impact is’ at.the provincial
Tevel. * Howevér,’ provincial politics. 1n‘Newfannd—
- Tand remain essentially-around. individuals. rather. 7
than-policies, and past:Newfoundland political e
history is full-of allegations of poldtical 4
corruption.. . If the existence ¢f-the feeling of . "
.political cynicism exhibited by the students. is :
in_fact -due’to the-political milieu of Newfound- .
Tand, ‘then it is-hard_to forésee any. change 1n :
~"the Wmedlate future. 2

In their seaty.dn regional ponn:h] cL/lture in I:anada, mchard 51menn

and David E1 kgns found,vthe degree of:political trust to be among the Tow-

”camun  The-Natfonal Tdentity ot Neyfoundlarders..
12ty The Extent o the PoTiticel Socialization of First- ;
Year Memo) Unlversig Student.




“est in Newfoundland among a1l the Canadian provinces.!> The question

therefore Yollows: Is this feeling of distrust toward politics shared
\

by the young peaple of St. John's? In n'rder to answer this question it
is necessary to cofidict empirical research on child pomi'm socializa-
tion in this city. Only'then can any relevant conclusions bé made on a
chiild's feeling toward govérnneiit and politics in genera1

N “Aniother ‘condition of Newfoundland's' cul ture u@gn.éauu influ-

. ence a :mld's puhhca] sucia’ﬁgatwn proce:

is. the, impnrm'c'é of the:

family umt The fami 'Iy ul

. isstill @ refatively Snportant socializa-’

" Ffonagent i Newfoundland: - CHildren ted to- refTect the attltudes and -

benefs displaye'd by ‘their parents. Most ‘Vesearch: studies ccnﬂucted else:

':where mdicate that parents dn have some |nf}uence an a chﬂd s pohtica]

% Fred Greenstein reached that cov\ﬂusinn in Ms New Raven

suc‘ahzatwu
Study,” Also, thn Davis réached.a stmilar cnnﬂusmnjn his study,
Leatirg. the Noris of Universalisn: The Effect of Scoot Attendance. '3
sinée the fanily fs such an fmportant part.of Rewfoundland ife, parents

nay.haje an ever greater influerice on a.child's political orientations..

in tMs pruvlnc" Thus again there isa need for’ research of child

- pulitical sociali amun in St John

e i Besldes cultura'l mp'Hcaﬁons there are other rausons for con-
ducting research on cm1d pohtlca] soc|a11zat|un in st. Juhn s For it-

stance, if such a s\‘.udy, hy ana'lyl\ng cermn of the many child political.

Danadlan Journal of ol itical Science, Volune VI, o, 3,
“Septenber 197‘5. D. 40 »
e Mt et b and Batitics, p. SELRT I
15John Davis, "Learning the: Nérm of Universalism: .The Edfect
/of .School Attendance in Soctaltzation and Jsiues in Canadiap) Society
+ Volune 1: ' Political Socialization;,by Eri “and Rober} H. Pike,
Toront, ReCTelland and Stewart L1m ted 1975, pp 84-95', .

n; then

fional Puiuiica/l Cultures
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suggestions. regarding the curriculun content of elementary schoolsin.the
M ‘ ;

/province could be considered. - The school, ‘partly throughits social stud-

fes cumcuwm, is an agent of polftical socialization. Ina study. on the

:
sammatfun effect of regime-slpportive texts, David Close and Dennis ;

: Wi i . ;
) cu|-r cu!um b ; “ 3 s, )

Research on chﬂd ant!ca! socia]izati/m in St. John's shnu]d i

e\p to answer severu\ quv.sﬂnns about- the pnlltica] ideas her by !

st Jnhn s: Sone ot hese questions:ould U L

nmumou oeTeRis T '

. - " In this section an attempt Vs made’ to define some of“the terrs

o that were used ‘in-the study i

.PoHt\'ca'! Soc|a11zat{nn et A Ty

According to Davtd Enstqn,

Robert Hess

and Jaék‘nenhls.liﬁﬂt- o a

fcal souanzamn refers. ¢ N process; by wh'lch a socmy transmits

pohtlcaT orientations, mues, know1edge, attnudes, and noms - from’ - ; !
P generation £ generatf‘nn 7 Fred Greenstein gives another definition ® . 2Ty
s et el iben ' he \seﬁnes portical smahzamn Ay e ey ‘L
N PR

: 1605via Elose.and, Dennis Bartellé, “The So a‘hz_atwn Effect.of
Falprd Rzgime-Suppurtwe Texts: . First Resyl ts and: Second. T uughts 0 Memona'l
G ntveratsy ot Newfoundland, 1979 . .’ :

bayid Eastor, Robert Hess, Jack-Denis i “The chitd's Tnge of

The Annials of the Amerl::an Acadeuw of Political. und Social
ept_b_r, 1965, 5. 361
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. ANl political learning, formal and informal, de- "

v Tiberate and unplanned, at every stage of the life
. ¢ycle, including not only explicitly political

Tearning but also nominally nonpolitical learning

which affects political behavior, such as learn-

. ¢ ing of politically relevant social attitudes and
¢ . the acquisition of politically re1evant personal-

Aty characteristics:18 o X

In brief, political socialization 1s a tern used to describe

the process through wmch children acquire thew political onentatmns

- It has to do with the way children obtain knnw'ledge and develop athtudes

» and va'lues abnut tl\ew po’l'\ﬂca'l world.

to: student 'respon‘ses to séec‘»fh: items on the -

.+ questionnaire ‘concerning Knowledge nf mayor. prenﬂer prine minister,
city-coungil; House of ASienbly. - These are Lquestions 1,73, 5,7, 9 and -
3 1 w. M.
g 5 Evaluation of Government
. . Students evaluation’ of the mayor, premicr, prime minister, city

council, House of Assembly apd iParliament aré questions 2, 4, 6, 8, 10,

12 and 15.0n’ the ‘questionnaire’ - : ‘ ¥

) Fater R Political: Participation N S e o

A term used to ‘refer toa student‘s particwativ: inchnatmn

or wﬂHngness to he act'(ve and .opinionated in politicdl matters at

present: and in the, future. “his thrin consists of student responses to A

» & quesﬂons 16,/17; 18"and 21. - B B &

N 2 Bired Greenstein, "Political socialization", fn Political
Socialization of Anerican.Youth'by. John J. Patrick (Washing on: - National
ounc\ ?ar tﬁe Sochl stuaies, 1957). P :




" " -1

‘Party Identification \ .
The tendency for students to identify with a particular pobitical
" party, as deternined in response to questions asking thei which party
they would vote for when o1d enough, and which party they would ike to

seé win the next election. These are questions 19.and 207~ i A
<

Socioeconomic Status -

The nc'cupan'o‘na] ;‘:nsman of the child’s fathér as determined °

“* 6n. the Fﬁnshen Soci Ecannm;l: Index for Gcciipations in”Canada. - This s

g determinad by Student responses to 'H:Ellls “in the lntruductnry Sectwn ef Tod

_che questionnalre s A "1' “ e ok i

Th& fifst Jimitation of ‘the _study 1,5 that unly a selected sample '
of grade four to eight students in St. John! s was included. This means
that the findings canrot be ggnera'l(zed statistically to school'children

_ outside St. Jon's, ats children in grades other than four-to éight.

~Another 1imitation of the study was-that only a limited number

of factors which. affect chﬂd pn'litica] sucia\izatlon was considered.

»Bes\des grade 1eve1, sucweconumc Status, Sex, and schpol’, there are other

——factors which may affect chitd puhnm socialifation.. For instance,
‘mtemgence Tevels, gban -rural d1str|hu\‘.inn of a population and others,
wuuld certumly be. mphrtant factors ‘in po'litica1 socialization.

L Stv\\ another Hmitatien of' the sf.udy cnncerns the' self- compTeibd
quesunnnawe methad of data gathering This impnses probhms béyond the

: contro] of the resear:hzr and the study itse‘f The care with wln:h ‘the -

students answered the questmns at hand and Lhen- mterpretatmns of the

“questionsare factors that cannot- really ‘be cuntr:u\'led, However', the i -
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[vesearcher infured that this problen was minimized by administering the
| questiomnaire/ hinself, and by reading.all the ftems to the students.
A final limitation concerns the .location of the study. Unlike
other Newfoundland chﬂdrzn‘g students 1n St. John's have a greater
" opportunity to observe the pn“tlca! system in action, since the city is
[both the :Jia center dnd- :ng Seat of government for the province. Such

proxil'ty wjy influenr.e the chl\d's po“ti:ﬂ socialization’ process. |

DVERVIE\I OF THE. STUDY e N

 Chapter two w|11 pr%sent a review of the Hternture related to
chl'ld pn’liticﬂ so:ch“lationL The review of: the re!ated Htev‘ature is”

organized'so that the factors Which |nﬂuence each: dependent. varnb'la are
examined in turn. First, 'Hte&‘ature is presented on how grude 12\:21
affects a child's kﬁmdge of ;iormcs, evaluation of government, political
participation, and party 1denn‘ﬁcat1on Second, there isa review of
Titerature n how socfoeconomid status. affects a child!s' knowledgeof
puhtks , evaluation of govern.ent, political participation, md party
identification. - Third, research Titerature is summarized on how sex

affects a child's knowledge of politics, evaluation of governmént, politi-

~cal._participation, and party identification. Finally; there is a revigw

of 1iterature on how school affects 2 child's knowledge of politics, eval-
uation of gavermnt poTitical ’particlpﬂioﬁ ard party identification.

' Chapter three will present the reseurch methods ysed in the
study. ln this chaptew thare 15“3 description of the sample the schools
used in the sahmlz, the munngr h\ uhi:h the data was col]ected, and the
‘measuren‘\ent uf the variables and stahstlu] am'lysls that was used in
the study.
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Chapter four will present the findings for the study. Findings
are presented relating to grade level and child poHticnl socialization,
socioeconomic status and. child political socialization, sex and child
political sogialization, and_schonl and- child political socialization.

In the final chapter an attempt is made to summarize and
conclude the study. Conclusions are drawn as to the relative importance
of the variables on the political so:hh‘la’tion of St. John's c)n"ldr:!n
in grqﬂgs four to 'e|ght. Also, impltcltiur\s of the resenr:h for education‘b'
in Newfoundland,is. given. Finally, suggestions are uffered for. future ;
studies on. child pnlitlcal soc1alizaéian |n Neufoundhnd, v -

¥

’

L

i
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CHAPTER 2
j s
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE .

In this chapter a review of the related research regarding child
political socialization is presented. The method of presentation will

section of the previous

follow the outline that was presented in the fim
chapter. First, literature is presented un_nwﬁ»&ue Tevel affects a
child's knowledge of politics,evaluation of government, political

purticipa'ﬁon, and party identification. Second, there is ‘a review of

the htgvﬂﬂ.'ure on’how socioeconomic status’ affects a child's knowl edge of
pa'llbicsi%‘]uanun of gnvernment‘ political participation, and party *
o5

‘Identiﬁcatinn TMM. research 11teramre is sumnurizgd on huw sex affects

“a child's knowledge of politics, evalustion of governnent. political partic--

ipation, .and party fdentification: Finally, there is a review of Titera-
ture.on ‘how school affects a child's knowledge of politics, evaluation of

government, political participation, and party identjfication:

A GRaDE LEVEL AND GHILD POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION
7 In this section an-attempt is made to examine the relationship ~
; At

between grade level and child political socialization. An.exténsive stufly

régarding the civimuareness of-children was carried out by Charles Andrain.

He found that a positive rﬂat\nnshlp existed between grade level and knowl-
edge of ! poht!cs. lt was- found that for chﬂdren in grades ﬁv: to e(qhq
in southern Cal!farnh. the higher the grade level,.the more thu child &

knew about politics. ‘Conversely, the Tower the grade level, the more like-

* 1y thd child vas to have a sometimes unrealistic kncw‘ledgeu\fSnHtics‘l

char'lzs Andrain, Citildren and C Awar, ness.’ (Ooldnbus, Ohio:
cnmes Merrill Publishing Co., 1971); p. 13. _ R .
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Jon Pamett, fn,a study on th developnent of political orienta-

“tions in Lanadian school children, found a strong association between the
. ¢ ; A

grade Tevel of a.child and his knowtedge of politics. However, Pammett

v

Tevel. However,

also found that the development of political.knowledge takes place at a
much slower rate for Canadian (Kingston, Ontario) than American children.
Pammett Exphvins the differences in Canadian and American political

systems may aécount for d!fferencés in the political knomed‘ga of children

in hnt,h ct;untries For instance, Canad(an children's knowledge' Df the ’ -

\nst\tutxons of government is nften as, Jngh as. that about the’ personahzed g

roles of.government. Hhereas in the United Staces, pch :al know1edge

s personahzed u:«young ages); and |t tends ta form around:: somé “strong ]

+ figure seen as the epitane of the ponnm prncess 2 Aiso; it nay b - %

possible that Canadian schools pay Tess a‘ttentmn to political matters
than American schools. :

' (The conclusions from these stufes seen obvious. 1§ seéms
Togical® that a child's knowledge of po'”t!CS should increase at each grade

ot so obvious is the relationship between the child's

grade level and-his eva'luatmn of government change as he advances from
qrade to grade “A vmmher of studies have ‘been reported which deal in
part with this questiod.” : Lo o

TEvidence ha:r revealed that the child’ beg'ins to acquiré certain

political orientations.at a very eanly age. He becomes aware of such fi - % ;

ures of political authority as government leaders and the policeman; he = "%
gradially builds-a moré compléx conception of what government)is, and the
child acqdires: very definite -and positive feelings, about gn’:vemment author-

o Zpammett, “The ient of Political Orientations in Canadian
School Children’ I e 533 LS 5 e 3
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ities. Fred Greenstein.in his study of_ New Haven children indicates that
they, unlike adults, do ot have attitudes of cynicism and distrust towards

polftics: 'In response to his questionnaire, Greenstein found that only

one or two of the 650 childrén in grades four to eightmade reference

to malignancy of politicians.  Instead, figures of political-authority
were regarded with benevolence especlany in the early eleméntary grades.
7 Hewever, by the eighth _mde. Greenstein’ foiind cha: cirildren o 1énger

held politicians in su:h Mgh es’ eel!l.3 . »

ln a study on: the cM1d' ima'ge of the; pres(dent Dnvud Easeun i

The(r f|nd1ngs nera 1n kupmg with those of sreenstein

As the child's lmg! of govern.!nt changes with -oyemem: umrd
in grade level, Ehere tends to be-a gruier emphasis put on' polih:al
institutions rithér than po“tica'l ‘Yeaders.: David Easton :'vld Jack Dennis

ker in- the

in their stu}y on the child's perception of thé chief I

United States found a significant change fml\!gudes tno to e{ght. Table

-1 hélps to iMlustrate thischange.. . - : o

in the second gradz seventy~six percent of the chil dr:n saw the
president as the-chief hunker and only ﬁve percent had a similar per-
cepuon of congress.  However, by the eighth grade e'ghty»ﬁve percent of-

‘v the chief hmmker.

he_children in the sample of 1690 ‘sqw corigress
‘land only five percent saw the nresident as ful fﬂl(ng the chlef 15% ng
role. Thus. hy thn midd1e gruﬂes the child is 1ncrns(ng1y pmne to

Igreenstein, children and Fo'litlcs. p.4g o
“aobiert Hess and David Easton, *The Child's Inage of. the

Pmsu‘ient' PubTic Oginiun uarterly, Vn'hme 24, 1950, pp. 632-54




L TABLEI .

SYUDENTS‘ NESPONSES TD AN TTEM ASKING THEM TD EXPRESS WHU THEY BELIEVE TO
THE."Cl HIEF ‘LANMAKER ‘IN mE UNITED STATES.5

Corigress President | Supreme, | = bon't-Know * Total
o E tourt it = 3
L n 8 1005 .0 0
a7 o : 100%
20 100"
4 L99% 0 a
- TO0% i Fds,
55 1230 loox LT
8 1 997;‘ ;
O .

!pre entative symbo1 qf government thin the pres1dent ATl e

B Terran:e Carrgll “Found changes in chﬂdren s perceptmn of

guvernmen: An anada na study involying:3,500 studénts {n*grades two

\‘.n eight, Carroll med that! children in' ghe Tower ‘elerientary ‘grades’: 4 ..

e perce]ved government mﬁre in ?erms Df the 'Ieader (prime mimster) and

)chﬂdren in the middle grades tended to percewe guv:rnmenh in terms of

. e h d
g David Easton Dennis,’chﬂdren in the Pn'lltlca1 S stem,u
(New w‘{ork chraw-Hi‘H Bnnk Co " 1969) P I9. : )
Terrgnce E rro'l], “Affer.tiol) “and Eva'luation inChildren's’ “ i

Parceptinns of:Autho) in"Foundations. of Political Culture,. by Jon ' ..
.+ Pammett and Michael wmtmgtnn (’I’ornnto The ﬂacmﬂ an Cu uf Canada,; .-~
1975). - 92- g
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- like all members of a modern democratic society, each will have different
ideas about an acceptable level of political participation. A variety of
. fesearch studies have concluded that'a child develops certain ideas about
political participation during his elementary school years. In his study

© on elementary school children's attitudes of political trust, political
sefficacy, and political change, Allan Glenn found in 1969 that Detroit
children'in grades three, five, and gix had different. ideas about politi-
el parficipation. . Th the ear'ly elenentary. schoo years children sau pol:

itigipation -alnost sn]eTy as voting on efection day., However, by the sixth .

grade more, and mw‘e Chl]dren were ab]e to v‘ecagm ze other avenues of

“political pmumpauon. Suich-as writing: Tetters, to. government officials,’ e

canpaigning at election t1me or. eventually running for. political’ office.” - o

In a modern democratic society,- pL'Ilhca'l parties provide an L

[ importaﬂt means fory Eitiehs to participite’ tn® palitical 1ife. Charles
& Al\dr‘ain describes po'llNca'l parties in Lhe fo‘Howinq manner:

" As concrete'strictures 1inking people with.their
~. ', .government, parties transmit popular demands ‘to n
2 . the government.. . They provide an arena for educa- .
g tion in civic concerns, acting'to co-ordinate . ¢ H .
erse interests, political parties mediate among N
different social groups, adgust diverse demands, -
and_harmonize ‘conflicting views. Through parties,
‘citizens gain the uvuortumty tu help select
4 3 political leaders ‘who wil e for go\{ernmznt
S e . 'office. .Inall these:ways, po'l(ticﬂ parties. . ’ .
b . offer organized outlet for the playing [ : .
4 partig!pant rolesin the po'lltica'l system. .

’ i i, “Eléerentary Schiool Children's’ Attitudes of Politi-
% cal Trust, PoHtIca'l Eff'cacy, and. Political Change" , Dlssertaﬂo .

(e Abstract nternatiuna'l 1970, .p. 6401, -A
. ; Andmn. Childrén and Civic Awareness

b. 14_1. kil Vg
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The last sentence of Andrain's statement is of particular
importance in any study of party identification. This sentence explains
the basic reason why people are SHTSRERLES toward political parties ---
that it gives them a.chance to participate in and to fdentify with the
political system. The question then is, do elementary school children
display any party identification? Students of political socialization
in both Canada and the United States have paid considerable attention to
this issie. . : ‘ )

,.Fred Greenstein in his stidy. fbund that by the fourth grade more
than six“out of ‘ten of -the New Haven cm]dren were: able 't state Whether

their party preference was {éan or, Demacritic: Greenstem goes ton.

‘to ‘state that the Ereva'lem:s of party Tdentllfi’ca: nn ariong’ n'lne -year ‘olds, "

is espectally striking when it is realized that the proportion of adult’

Anericans who identify with parties’(seventy-Five percent) s not much
grea{er.,g These f'indings are important facauss they demonstrate that at
Téast some children in. the United States have developed party afti] fations
by the early elementary sthool years. .

It seems to be the' consensus of research conducte‘ri in this count-
ry that Canadian.children do mot form party Toyalties or mé.n:iﬁc'acicn as

early s Américan children. George R. Robert in-his analysis of partisan

"“motivations in Calgary school children' found that when compared to Green-

stein's findings -in New Haven,: Canadian chiTdren are slowe than those in
the United Stites in‘forming party Toyalties.™® In a study on the politi-
cal orienfations of cfiildren in southern Ontario, don Pammett foundthat .

d PoHtIcs, P71
°unber: Political 0menmmns of Calgary School Children,

P. 5C.




Ry

-20 -

un'l:y thirty percent of the lower grades expressed a party preference. By
arade eight this had increased to forty percent.'l This contrasts vith_
\. that of the United States where Greenstein found that by the time they
had reached grade four over sixty percent of the children he stidied were
wHHn; to express a party preferénce. The fact that only half as many
of the grade “fourxchiTdren in Pammett's study picked a party preference
provides evidence fér the general contertion that party loyalties are nat
as strongly felt in Canada as they are in the United States, and that the
“Nevel of party competition 5 not. felt as intensely by ‘the electorate.
By ‘the. fourth and fisth grades many childrh state that_‘they‘ |

. prefer oné political party-to another. "However, .research indicates that

e childrenare not able to explain why» they prefer a nartlcu'lav party.

Nost chﬂdreﬂ in.the' elenentary. school are not abe to déal with abstract
. concepts such as political ideology. Party cmnce for the elementary
school child s based prinarily upon the party choice of his or her parents,

and not upon party politics. Even though Greenstein found that oyer sixty

. percent of the grade four studeits in his sample had.a party preference,
: ¢ <

it was not until the eighth. grade that as.many as” half of the children in

- his sample could offer aiy response to the question about party differ-
12

ences . Charles Andrain in his s‘tudy on civ\'c awareness of elémentary = ..
e

school chlldren n southern California found that young “children had Tit-
“tle know'ledge of the issue positions of the m ma jor parties (Renunncans

and Democrats). For these children, Andraln claims a political party

* represents a symbolic . Tabel , ot a cognitively-based object.!?

. i I

Mpommett,” “The Development of Political Orfentation im Canadian .
School Chi1dren", pe 130,

Greenstein, Children and Politics, p., 67.
Andrain, Children and CiviciAwareness, :p. 147.

13




ties 1is based upon people’s soc

"Bl -

In his analysis of party identification of school children in
southern Ontario, Jon Pammett discovered that children.in grades four to

eight are not particularly aware of the differences betweep the political

" . parties in Canada. He found that only 1.5 percent of the grade fours 1h”

his sample could respond to a question concerning party difference, and

that had risen to 21.8 percent by grade.eight.'t

This study. indicates
that children at the grade Tevels studfed do not have, in general, very
coherent views about the dlfferences between political .parties. It mvght
be speculated that the profusion of political parties in Canada’ has sorie-

thing “to"do w'tl\ ‘this. Ganadinn children see- several varﬂes, get vague .

. images’ of them in"the media as Weﬂ as “from the .more vmmediate agents of

snclahzatmn (schoo, parents etc.); and may well ‘find the whole wor1d

of party politics confus'h\g for them until a much ‘Tater age.

In this section of the reiated literature, ‘studies have been
presented on ‘how & child's grade’ 1e‘ve1 may affect his knowledge of politics,
inage of government, political participation, and party identification.

“The siudigs presented indicate that”children experience an importait part -
of their'political” Socialization process during the elerentary ‘sehool” years.
Theirviews of, and their, attitudes toward, the political system imdergo -

signi ficant. change.  ~ ¢

B SO&IOECONGMIC STATUS ANI)A CHILD POLITICAL SOCTALIZATION -

An important’ variable of political socialization in many socie-

! 46 status. g have re-
peatedly found sqcial class differences in the knowledge ‘people have of

ammett, "The of Political O ons in :
Canadian Schoal Chi'ldr!n" p. 138, .

|
|
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politics, their evaluation of governent, their degreé of political
participation, and their party identification. Robert Hess and Judith Torney
stress the importance of socioeconomic status as a factor in the lives of
people when they write:

Social class is a complex phenomenon. | It is not

a variable in the usual sense but a subtle and

complex matrix of differences and experiences p

that combine to make certain types.of personality

and response patterns.more likely. Social class

may be usefully regarded as a statement of proba-

bility that an individual ias had or will have

certain kinds of experiences that shape his

behavior and orientation toward the society. gnd
toyard new ideas, information and concepts . 1

In noder ‘industrial societies1ike, the ones  found-in Canadn and' the United
States, there are’a nunber of socfoecoronic. statis c1assifications’ far
penp]ev “on By 4 o
tné way to judde a child's political knowledge isto analyze his
perpeptions of goverment and Figures of poiitical-authority. Research
contends that these perceptions vary according to the child's socio-
economic status: However, it pust be understood that there may be a nimber
of consistent socioeconomic differences, but again, they may not be
especially Targe or completely consistent.. "
In'an analysis of the neaning of government for the child,. Easton’ i
and Dennis. foynd that soclne:bnomlc status played a significint part.. The '*

bout what gn;vernment‘mearis con-

authors. discovered that those-not certui

stitute thirty-one percent of the Tower_status secand graders. These. per-

ceptions decline to thirteen pércent by grade: efght for the Tower-status

* children and to five percent for"the uppér-status group.'® This means that

T b
R
yess and Torniy, The Devélopment :o* Political Attitudes in,
Children, p. 126
taston and Dennis

Childrenin the Pn'liticg‘1 System, p. 344,
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high SES students have a greater knowledge of the meahing of government

than low SES students.
George R. Robert reached similar conclusions in his study of, -

Calgary school children. He fourd that children in high SES districts,
of Calgary tended to be more politically aware than children in Tow st

17

districts. The Rubert study seems to be the only one to date in Canada

* that makes reference to the role of socioeconomic status in a.child's

political socialization process. -

Thev‘e av‘e d‘lﬂ'erences based on sﬂciuecunumc status in the way
a zhﬂd views government and po'htlca'l authov‘ﬂ.y. Allow SES chﬂd tends
o, identify guvermlent in terms Df a par‘tlcu]ar‘ po'HtIc.ﬂ 1eader whereas‘
a hlgh SES child is mclrE er]y tc vlev government in terms of 1nstvtutlans
David ‘Easton and Jack’ Dennis found socioecnnnmic‘status o bean i!ldlca?or

of the child's awareness of who funs the country. = In almost all the grades

An their sample (grades two tu/e/ignt) a higher percentage of low SES
cbﬂdren see ithe president as/ e dseson who does most, to run the country,
whereas high SES chl‘(dren du not. The authors also found that there is a
rngher percentage of. h‘lgh ES childreén whn perceive Congress as running
* the country. 18 this fact suppbrts the earlfer Cofitention -that high SES
children tend to V|Ew government more in terms of lnstltu\:lons that do
" Tow SES children.

Sinilar findings were reported by, Richard iHaggnrt in his. study on
the po“tica‘l socialization.of Brltlsh children. He did il’l impressionistic
treatment of two social class perspecﬂves to pnht‘cs ln which he:

i

Rubert Pol vtica'l Orientations of. Ca'lgary Schoo1 Children P 36.

" Pgaston dnd Demnis, Children in the Political 5 sten, p: 348

i
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differentiates between personal and concrete values, on the one hand, and

abstract values on the other. The first typifies the working class and the

second in the middle; class. Haggart singles out royalty as that aspect

of political 1ife which EDDEE1S_ to the working class. heca}‘se it can be
easily translated into personal and concrete terms.!® :

In' modern western SDC‘!U‘E‘S, it is expected that people display
sone support for their political systens in the fopm of participation.

- The degree of participation can rarige from direct involvement (running

‘for political office), to ]Ess direct involvement' (votlng during elections).-

i & ‘However, not" everyone particlpates equally in a political system. - Some

active ru1e in po'hhcs Research reveals that the socioeconomic status

-of jreople accounts. for one of:these reasons. N

g Lo x 3
Many )‘eseat‘ch studies into .political participation indicate that

a chi1d's willingness. to participate is closely related to that of his |
. parents. Therefore, if the socioecononic:status of the parents affect
_their poHitical participation, it-may also affect that of the child.
Robert: Lane suggests that ¢hild-rearing practices in the Tower-status groups
tend to provide aless adequate personality for appropriately sel f-assertive
‘social -participation’. 20
o, Fred Greenstein conducted oe of the first studies on the et
of socioaconaic Status 4 deterfning a chiid's polftical participation.
In'his study of New Haven children, Greenstein found that there was not a
great deal of diffepance in the pércentages, o upper and Tower SES children

penguin,

i » ¢ J > a

™ people,: for varipus reasnns, are nore-willing than others to take ah .

N

1[
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who said they would vote when they reached voting age. However, for other
kinds of participation, such as campaigning during election; Greenstein
found that high SES children indicated that thgy would take a more active

2l ess #i Torney found that particifation

part than Tow SES children.

in political discussion and concern with political issues are more frequent

anong chitdren of high socioeconomic status™ They also reached the same

conclusion as Greenstein concerning voting behavior based on socioeconomic

status; that there \f\s no-significant difference between high and low SES
22

groups ‘concerning the act, of voting during elections.?2 - Both grofps see

voting as a duty that all citizens should perform. .

In‘his Calgary Study, Gebrge R. Robert. found ‘that the partici-
/. matory inc1ination of Calgary schook ]\drenv was-affected by, socioeconomic '+
* “status. Children froii high- socioecoromic haskgrounds were associated’ with
a high degree of political involvement. For tne} olitical participation i
involved more than votifg. Instead, it included c:%gru’pg duriig i
‘elections, working with interest groups, and writing or spe;:khgvto o
\j&mmenc officials. However, for low SES children, pum.ca1 partici-
fation sinply meant voting at election time. 2%

Sociceconomic status may be associated with-the relations chil-

‘dren have with their political environment. It has been indicated that
differences in educational accomplishments and the’related differences in .,
intellectual skills make up the child's heritage of differing socioeconomic i

status and in this way contributes to political participation differences.

' 1
‘Zierunstein, Children and Politics, p. 100 i

Children, p. ket £
] Rabert Political Drientatwns ‘ot Calgary School Children, . - e
p. 38. . %

ess and Torney, The of Political Attitudes in * [
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The tendency for children from Tow SES homes to be retarded in their
political socfalization and Timited in their active involvement in
Political matters presents a serious. problem for the snciet'y and confronts
the schools with a difficult task fn civic education.?

Research reveals that a child's party identification is similar

to that of his parents. Greenstein foung that only a handful of children

in his entire sample of 659 indicated that their own party preferences

differed from thosé of -the parents.zs Similarly Susan 6. Clark in her -

study on participation and partisanship in. young children found that
seventy-five percent of the 406 students in her sampie had the same party

affiliation as their parents.® ‘I a study on party choice of black and

“whiite-children-in the United States,. Pauiine Vaillaricourt and ichard
Ment found that many, but not'a11 children of both races, inherit a .
parusansmp 1dent1f1cat1nn for the rest of their 1ives.?” t : &
Since research shows_ that there is a close relationship in the

party identificatioh of children and their pirents, it is important to

see how the socioeconomic status of the family.affects the development )
OF partisan motivations in children., Robert Hess and Judith Torney dis-
covered ‘that affilfation with political parties begins to be differentiated

by socioeconomic status at.the fifthand sixth grades and is quite apparent !
by the seventh and eighth gr

s.” Although at grades seven -and eight,
C L w ! ’ \)
David Pratt, "The Social Role of School Textbooks in Canada“, |
Sbc|a'l‘lzation and Values in_Canadian Society, Volume 1 (Toronto, /
Mcei’man’a and Stewart Ltd., 1975), | y'p“m'ﬁl'—_—__ e
Bgreenstéin, Children and_Politics, p. 52, - : 2

Susan' ‘Clark, A Study. of Participation and Partisanshi
Young Chiidren”, Dissertation Abstract-International, 1966, p. 260

s Pauline Vaillancourt and Richard Niemi, “Children's Party -

Choices”, in Politics of Future Citizens, by Richard Nieni-and Associates,
(Washington, Jassey-Bass PubTishers, 1974), p. 126.
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cM'ldren in the United States begin _[0 choose party affiliation along
socioeconomic lines (Democrats predominate among the working class), at
“this age they do not regard their party as essentially different from
the other political part*i"

Even. though Greenstein found that over sixty percent of the
grade four studsnts in his sample had a phrty preference, it was not until
the ‘efghth grade that as many as half of_the high SES children tauld offer
any responsé to the question about party differences.  For-the lower SES
group 1t was less than thirty-five percent.?’ In Canada, don Pamiett
discoversd that socioeconomic status has a mrked affect on the child's
perceptior of. issue d1fferences between -the political parties; and also
upon the child's wi'lﬂngness to express-a panty preference. 30, However,
panmett dfd not further,e)aborate. upon the fssue of socioecondmic
differences in child partjsan mtivations.

This section of the related 1iteraturé has been concerned with
how socioecoriomic status affects a child’s knowledge of politics, image
of govermnent, political participation, and party identification. The

various studies that have been pr’esentéd show ‘that socioeconomic status

i§ a significant factor in shaping a chi'ld's political socialization

process. " Children fron high SES backgrounds seen to have a areater

‘know1 edge and nnde»‘standing of the‘lr political wnr'ld than do children from-
Tow SES backgrounds.

BHess and Torney, The of Political Attitudes in '
Children; p. 159. :
29 qenstedn, thi

dren_and Politics, p. 67

Jon Pammett, "The Development of mmm Orientation in
Canadian School Children”, p. 139.
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~ C. SEX AND CHILD POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION
i Like socioeconomic status, sex has long occupied a prominent
place fn political analysis. Students of political socialization have
reflected this concern in attempting to describe the differences that
appear i;‘ childhood and adolescence. Just as for socioeconomic status,
one of the major sources for stimulating an interest in'sex differences
has been studies conducted on adult pol itical behavior. This had Ted
perhaps to an overconcentration upon areas of political learning most
related to voting behavior, particularly upon the rate of participating
‘and direction of partisanship. These and other differencés,. including
varying levels of political information, have been widely noted in this
chapter. Usiig the sans foriat as was used for socosconanic ‘tatus, an
attempt will be'made dn this section to consider whether sex di fferences
appear in a child's political socialization process.

Research has shown that sex:fs ssssctate With th Tevel 0F 4
child's political knowledge. Again,as with socioeconomic status, it must
be understood that while there'may be a numbér of sex differences, these
differences may not be-especially—targe or completely consistent.

"In stidying the political knowTedge of boys and girls in south-
ern California, Charles Andrain found that hoys tended tobe more familiar
with national politics than girls. However, e aiso found girls to be
equal to boys in the kiowledge of Tocal politics.?) Greenstein found
that whenever the responses to his questiomnaire differed between boys and
girls, the former were fnvariably "mre political’. This was found to
e 56t the esberst both statistically significant sex differences and of

Andrain, Children and Civic Awareness, pp. 122-139.

)
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nonsigni ficant differences which exceed two or three percent.’’

In their analysis of sex in child political socialization in
grades two through eight, Easton and Dennis found that boys and girls have
di fferent perc’eptia{ns of what government means. In response to a question
concerning the meaning of government, the authors found that there were
more girls thin boys who said that they were uncertain what the word
government means at every grade level. The difference is’especially
apparent for the youngest children, suggesting that differences in political

sex-role typing are acquired as early as the second grade. The young male

" has a higher probability of becoming politically sensitized from the -

begimning of the age span.’> Although by the later grades there is a
lessening of the political differences of the sexes.over the age span, it
can be speculated that the young male is more likely to have been. sensitized

to government, and he is then in a position to develop deeper and more

lasting orientations of other kinds toward government. *

If boys are moreknowledgable about politics than gir)s, it may
be because, as Hess and Torney point out, boys aré more interested in

political matters. They found that in all grade levels from two to eight,™

boys displayed a Gneater interest in a1l political matters. 34
George R. Robert in his study of Calgary school children in grades
four to ejght makes some reference 6 sex differences and political kiowl-
edge. Like Greenstein, Easton ahd Dennis, and others he found that boys
tended to dispiay broader political knowledge than gir1s. 35 The Robert
324 censtein, Children and Politics, p. 115. )
£aston and Dennis, Children in the Political Systém, p. 338.

Fyess and forney, The Developnent of Political Attitudes in 2
Children, p. 186. L n

Spobert, political Orientations of Calgary School Children, p.’ 34.

Y . .
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study seems to be the only one to date that analyzed the role of sex
differences in the political socfalization of Canadian elementary school $
children. )
© Sex seems to plaj a more significant role on a child's image
of government than it doés on his o her political knowledge. In his
study on childhood polftical socialization Jemes Davis discovered that
girls tend to Seé jovernent in more personalized terms: they perceive

the personz] figures in'the government as more nurturagt, feel more

attached to them, attribute.more power tp them, and see them as fulfilling
\
thefr roles more adequately. ™ Boys, however, see government in more

institutionalized terms. " They see the, supreiie court gnd other impersonal
36
1

objects argnvernmunt as rore pnnerful and helpfu . These findings seen

to be congrugnt w‘!h the hehef that worien and girls'are uri!nted toward

expressive roles While men and. boys are ofiented to the inpersonal
occupational roles within the social system. This ray be the reason why °
girls are oriented to the persona] expressive aspects of the political
At ad whiy bop 9 eted Ttk TRpaEA TV tR Rt facats.
_Parts of any child's. political socialization process included-
his interest: tn mrticipting directly or indireétiy m?bonmal matters.
. ‘Considerable research has been conducted in the area of pol fﬂcﬂ partici-
pation, including the: relationship of séx to participation._ in many * 7

instances, it.was found that sex differences were related to political i

Po' tica1 Socillﬂltiun. From Homb to Childhoo
in Handbook of Political Socia edited by Stanley Renshan, (New’ York:
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Tikelly.than girls to take a more active role in political matters. Hyman

w points out that: : N

... we may.regard the type of ego- ideal chosen
X . as being a model for the child's conduct and
i - -therefore as motivating him in direcuuns i
E . congruent with the ideal. Thus already a
early. ages, boys are directed toward pn'llt’lcs
Y. -and here, 1ie the.seeds-of the adult differenti~ '
% “atfons’ everywhg;e found in_studies’ of pa'(!tlcﬂ
g participatio

eswdes the . research rev'lewed by Hyman there are other studles

which dea) with sex’and, ‘political part! 1pat1an

Susan C'l arke conﬂucted

partlmpa?.e o’ greatgr extent . than, gir1s in »

iticai: matters. ®

Haﬂever, if pahtica]vpart{ﬂipationws ana1yzed in terms of..

.boys fand, g1r1s"“reactpn to vot‘lng, sex differem:es do ot play &

4signifvuant pnvxt A nnmber of stumes have conc1uded ithat there is no

and girls"abti fide s tuward ting.;. Gre:nstem, :

=i {7 'difference betwesn ‘boy

fér instince " “that s amra ﬂ'am arade %our “to elght |




% . -JZ-‘

The party identification of boys and girls is very similar to

that of their parents. Therefore, there is no significant differem:g in N

the development of party identification in boys and girls. Hess and Tvrm,y - T -
. found no differences in acceptance of norms congerning wlf’leal partles

Boys and girls do not vary in their tendency to say that Ch”dren should

 belong to the Same political party as :y;eii parents, in their judgement
of ‘how impartant it s for adults to belong to.a po'mml party, ur’(_n
_their issessment of the age at which. _political party cho(ce As most "
) Mmmrupmtely made. A5 i § Wik ‘,

) Research also revens that pn]ihca'l partlas urel ore’ nUent

‘fur boys than for gms., 0

2 boys* perceptians show &, greater tohran:e fnr di fferences b;tween pa

on 1ssu=s and attributes more vositive funcf.wns to di!feren:es nf
~opinfon. ‘Boys .claimed to know. more about partfes at an earlier agz, and =
could 1dentify parties with issues to a gv;nte\r exteht than girls. Girls
' more frequently said that both parties in }he United Stn'es' muﬂtne same
: .stand and contribute. the Same anount; while boys. assaciated t_ne'nemn_nca';'
and_Democratic'parties -m‘ different poinis of: viiﬂq speci fict issu s 2
These results may bz interpre‘zd eﬁther as a resu]

f girls' greater,

orientatwn su cimﬂdaus rlther than ‘issues, or of their daslre to
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that sex differences do obviously influence a child's knowledge of
politics; ‘evaluation of government, political participation, and party
identification. However, durigg any analysis of sex and political
socialization in children, it mist be rémembered that sex roles based |
on traditional conceptions of roles played by males and females are
changing in western societies. This coild have an effect upon the ways

boys and girls will perceive their political world in the future.

SCHOOL AND CHILD POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION gt

al In his'analysis of the role of agents in political Socialization

Paul:Beck states that: : e e L
In"most modern nations, schua'ls also accupy a ‘
favourable ‘position in.terms of the precondit-
ions for successful socialization. 'Except for Pl
the preschool years, they often rival the par-
ents in exposure to the children. American
. children, ‘e.g., spend a.substantial portion of
" their waking hours in schools, College attend-
- ance extends this exposure into_early adutthood
.. formny. There is, additionally, ideptifiable
political content in communications issued by
" the schools, particularly where the norms of
citizenship are inyolved. Finally, schools
generally enjoy.a considerable advantage in the
receptivity of children to their messages. 43

¢ . There have been a variety nf conc'lusions concerning the inf'luence
.of the, school as an.agent of political socialization. Hess and Turney
c]almed that -in the United States the ‘public schoo'l is the most !mportant
of all the pu'“t'(cn] socialization agents 44 However; th'\s contention 's‘ B
; quesnonad by D.A. Sears in his rev1ew of Hess and’ Torney's -study ofi ‘the .

" developnent of political-attitudes ih children. Sears claims that the

Beck, "The Role of Agents “An Po'llt‘lca'l Sac'la'llzation", in
 Handbook cf PcHHca1 S‘ccialuatinn. edited- by Stan'ley Benshan. (New York:
The “Free 'Ss, 1971 127-128

‘4 Hess and anney, The t of political Attitudes in
Ch\'ldrerl, p. 101, -
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methodological procedure used: by Hess and Torney did not justify their
contention that the school was the most important political socfalization

agent .45

Also, John Davis in his study of a sample of British Columbia
children residing in a remote area of the province revealed that in this
instance it is the home, and not the school, which is responsible for the

% David Close and Dennis Bartells .

political socialization of children.
in a study on the socializing effect of regine-supportive texts in
Newfoundland schools found that scmz texthuogf play a role in ihe
political socialization of students.”

Jon Pammett!s: study on the development of political, orientaflnns

" in Canadian school,_children is the most extensivg study to date in tis

. country dealing-with the'ponum socialization Yyole of schools or a

religious basis. In his study, Pammett divided his sample according to
Cathchg schools and public schools. Dealing with the development of "
political knaw'ledge and partisan orientations of elementary school
children, Pammett made a number of important findings concemir(g the_
political socialization role of Catholic ‘and public schoglL -

K major finding of the study revealed that Catholic school
children show themselves to be generally. befter inform:d than’ public

school chﬂdren about many political rojes and institutions. For instance, .

An response to-a question concerning the role of the prime minister, Pammett

dsﬂ Sears, "Review ‘of the Development of Political Attitudes

" in’ Children®, by Rohert Hess and Judith Torney, Harvard Educational Review,’

Yo'lu?ne 38, 1968 1-5 7., .

88 o navis, “Learnmg the Norim of Universalism: The Effect of»
School n-Socialization and Values in Canadian Society, edited

‘by Elia Zureik and Rohert Pike, (Toronto, McC\e'I'land and_Stewart Ltd:, '1975),

pp: 84-98.
47

Close and Bartells; “The Sucia\uaH Effect of Regime-Support-
First ‘ResuTts and Second Thoughts “"\ e

ive Texts:
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found that 13.4 percent of the public schoo] grade eight students ‘in his
sample had a reasonable understanding of the role, while 20,5 percent of
the Catholic school grade eight students had a reasonable understanding
of the role of the prine minister.’® Pamett explains that these differ-
ences-between children in the two school systems with regard to political
knowledge are not easily, or probably even adequately, explicable.

" Ancther. fnportant finding of the study revealed differences’ in
the political participation attitice of Catholic and pubic sefool children:

Table 2 he\ps o iTlustrate these dvfferen:es : wr, 1

X o TABLE 2 ) - ; o
L YU MOIE unzn Y0U: ARE OLD, EoueH? BY. GRADE Al SCHODLA o {
Grade” 6 Fasl s .
- s
PUBLIC SCHOOLS . ¥
L Yes 60.4%  72.9%  77.1% 65.7%  75.4% .
. N 109 6.8 7.2 " 43 50 -

Don‘_t Know 26.6 20.4 15.7 30.1 19.6 M
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS g ' B

Yes 62.8% .70.6%  82.1% 78.9% = 78.i%

No 10.5° . 2.9 47 2.8 5.6 4.4

= Don't Know 26.7 26.4 15.1 15.5

- The differencés. i response to the question, "Will yoi vote when

" you are~old enough?" ﬂo not ‘see to be gmt between public "and Catholic

e schwls except for gnde seven where the differente is Iargar. Pammett

lemett, “The: Developnent ‘of. poi itical Orie “in Canadfan
'School Chderen o DUASES . ernsiy Rt T
g, ; g
e
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does not-give a reason for this difference; however, he does suggest
several hypotheses. He hypothesizes, for instagce, that teachers in
Catholic schools are likely to make more effn?;o educate children about
public affairs and government than are teachers.in public schools.
Concerning” party identification, Pammett found that with
reference to both the party difference item and the party fdentification
item in the questionnaire, children from Catholic schools were more
i 1ikely to respond to the questions, sse issue differences between the

parties, have a‘party preference, and support the Liberal party. The

- Catholic schoo]. children, haying a more solid comnitnent toa particular -

party (the: L1beu1s) are more er'ly to see differances between the partlns

£ sumy ;
In this chapter an attempt has been made to review some of the
studies that have been done on child political socialization. Séme of
_the more important findings revealed that grade Tevel, socioeconomic status,
sex, and school all have a part to play in determining a child's political
orfentations. What was especially striking about the research was the
change that occurs n a child's political socialization process dur|n§ hi's
first eight or nine years in school. -For instance, at first the child has
a very positive nml almost benevolent image of govemnt and w1 1t|ca1 -
authority. : However, by grade eight the child ws developed a more
" realistic image of his political world. - y
On the basis of research reviewed in this chapter, a number of
differences were appannt in chitd po11t1ca1 socialization in Canada and °
the’ umed su:es. 'r

i i5e dlfferences may. |n some way’ ‘be nccuunted for by\
the differenr. po1|t|ca1 c|ﬂ tures of th_e.tm countrlu.» or mly be more

directly related. to the education systens of the twocountries.
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_“series of research questions rather than hypothesis.
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. ki CHAPTER 3
THE RESEARCH METHODOLOGY b

This chapter presents the research procedures that were used in

=~ 1
the study. There are four sections. In the first section the research -

R

questions for.the study are stated; in the second section there is an
examination of th{’measuring instrument . that was used to conduct the study,
and a discussion of how. the. instrunent was administered; in the third
section there,is a discussion of the sampl¢ of studev\ts iselected. for the

study, as we1'| as‘a destription of the schao‘ls from whiuh the ‘students .

were se]ected and in the f1[|a] se'lection there: is-a nlscusslan 6f the

stat1stica1 procedures that were used 1!1 the ana'lysis of. the resu]ts

A. - STATEMENT OF RESEN‘(CH QUESTIDNS ° ¢ A

The research questions stated in tMS secHan are based upon' the
review of related Viterature presented in Chapter 2. Because of the

nature of the study (a survey questionnaire) the'fnvestidation used a

Research i Related to ‘the 'Grade~ Level of the Child

15 there an increase in knovneage of politics as’students

advance in gra e 1eval7

2. ps ‘students advance. in grade Tevel, do. they tend to have'a

Tess ‘pos{tive eval uation of’goyernneit?’

" V3. 115 there an Ancréase i students wﬂ]{ngness to part'clpate

in the po'lihcﬂ system as they.advanne n, Ugrade Tevel7.
4. Is there an 1ncrease An students wnnngness to express

partlsan ‘ndenhficatlon as they advance in grade Iave"
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Research Questions Related to the Soci Status of the Child

4 5. Do high SES students. have a greater kan]Edqg»Df politics
than low SES students?‘
6. Do high SES students giVEF more pbsitive evaluation of
government than low SES students? %
7. Do.high SES students show a greater willingness to
participate in the pUht/{Cﬂ system than low SES.students?
8. Do high SES students show a greater willingness to express

* partisan 1dent1ﬁcatwn than Tow SES students?

rRESEaI"Ch Questions Related to Ch”d Sex Difference

9. Do boys have & greater knowledge of politics. than girls?
-, 0. Do boys give a moré positiye evaluation of government than
girls? 2
: 11. Do boys show a greater willingness to participate in the
political _systel;l than girls?
12. "o boys show a greater willingness to.express partisan

identification than girls?

Research Questions Related to_the School 'Attended by the Child
13. Do students 'at'gending,scho\ﬂs/be]unging to the Avalon Consol-
. 2 ‘ & : >, L
idated Schoo] Board have 2 greater knowledge of politics-than étudents
' amnmg Schools be1un91ng to the St. John's Roman Catholic School Board?
14, Do students- attending schools belongirig: to the Avalon Consol- *

{dated s_cimo oard gm a more ‘positive eva'luatlon of government. than

students attendlng schmﬂs belunging to the St “John's Rolllan Catholic

Bnnrd

152 o students atténding schodis bemngmg to the Avalon Consol-

Tdated Schoo Board show a greater wHHngness to parﬂc(pat! fn the
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political system than students attending schools belonging to the St.
John's Roman Catholic School Board?
16. Do students attending schools belonging to the Avalon \
" Consolidated School Board show a greater willingness to express partisan
1denti fication than students belonging to the St. John's Roman Catholic

Schmﬂ Board.

B. THE MEASURING INSTRUMENT

Each subject! in the investigation was’ Pl 6 W
her responses to a paper and pencil questionnaire, the ‘basic design for
which had driginally been' developed by. Fred Greenstein of Yale Unwemty

T . and used in his New Haven political socla”zaﬁon study of 1956 However, - i

this investigator used a Canadian version of the Greenstein questionnaire,
which was- developed by George R. Robert in his study on the political or-
fentations of Calgary school childrer in 1968.2 The investigator undertook
a modification of Robert's survey instrument to néet Newfoundiand and St.

John's circumstances. The changes included substituting the names of New-

foundland and St. John's political figures and institutions for Alberta and ”
' Calgary oied andits, delation 5175 yaber GF Ttess Trom the giastioniaive, |
K150, the general format of the questionnaire was changed to include oly
multiple-choice itens. The questionnaire was: hdninistered in May, 1978

. THe T teauctony et ioh S ehal sstoniati, dxking ton personal, i
information was expended o as %o’ provide rore descriptive data about the

student was required to give as aceurate.a description as possible of his

student~including the socioeconomic status of his parents. Here, the {
|
|
|

Lgreenstein, ChiTdren and Politics, pp. 173-179.
ZRobert Rolitical frientations of Calgary School Chitdren,
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father's job.
In order to judge the validity of the questionmaire the
invéstigator consulted with professors from the Faculty of Education and

, from the Department of Po'litical Science at Memorial University. These

people carefully analyzed each iten-of the questionnaire before it vas
adninistered to the stugents involved in the study.

The mvestlgatp undertook the admindstration of the questionnaire

in order :é'}vai‘d anf; misundérstandings students may have had with any of

the items. In each 4f the twenty-five c]asse} involved in the study the

investigator rea questmnnawe o She studiibenihd explained each

iten in' detall,” This. adninistrative procedire‘aTso Hielped to overcome any
problem of reading diffarences betueen students since they did not have to

read the questionnaire themselves. Also, during the administration of the

questionnaire there yas a teacher in each class and they provided much
valuable assistance in helping to identify the kind of work done by the
students: fathers.

Concerning the socioeconomic aspect of the questionnaire, it
should be noted that in the case where a student's father was deceased, or
Where the father was not 1iving with the fanily, the student had an

opportunity to identify the kind of work doné by his mother.

C.. THE SAMPLE .
The questionnaire in this investigation was.administered to a

ght stﬁden?.s 4n-St. John's. In all a total of

sample of ‘grades four to
*606 questionnaires were adm(nistered to students fran Five schools in the

city that included some or all-of the proposed grade levels. 'The hlves i-

gator tried to. obtain a represéntative sample of the grade four to eight
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I g
population fy/the city. Schools were selected from five different regions

of the city in order to cover all classifications of people's socioeconomic

status. Table 3 will help to give an overall breakdown.of the sample \

agcording to school, grade, sex, and SES.

TABLE 3

TOTAL NUMBER OF.STUDENTS ACCORDING TO SCHOOL, GRADE, SEX, AND SES.

school A 8 (5 o’ 3 N
. ) 149 120 117 11 108 605 ‘
N y |
Grade 4. 5 6 ok 8 N i
S 17 130 111 117 128 605 |
. ” -0 L 4
Csex - T ; Boys . Girls. N |
¢ 303 297 605 i
SES High Middle Low N
107 230 268 . 605

Table 3 illustrates the actual breakdown u% the sample in the
study. Schools A-and B are part of the Avalon Conso_Hg_a‘ted System and,
comprise 269 students or approximately farty-four percent of the total
samplé.” The remaining three schools are part of the Roman Catholic |
School Systen and conprisé 336 students or fifty-six percent of the total
sample: The nimbers in the Table for grade and sex certainly indicate the.
representativeness of the total sample. The numbers. for socioeconomic
status were tabulated bn the basis of Biishen!s socioeconomic' index for
occupations i Canada. ; .

In addition to the @iove factors, the investigator ensured that .
there was a cross-section of students accordingto acydemic ability. I

a majority of the schools students were not grouped. acegrding. toacademic
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ability and 'in any case where this existed, the investigator tried to

acquire a sanle of a1 groupings.

In the remaining part of this section there-is a description of

the schools used in the study. The purpose of this description is#to

provide some insight into the context of the findings that are discussed
in Chapter 4. As was“mentioned above, five schools were used in the study,
two_belonging to the Avelon Consolidated Systen and three belonging to the
st Jﬂhn s Roman Catholic School System. The investigator believed this

to be a fair representation of the total school population of St.:dJohn's.
SCHOOL A ’ A

Thi’s school, which includes gr‘udes K-6 is part of the Avalon

Consnhdated s:hool System It has an enroﬂment of aupruxlmate'ly 350

students. There are twenty classrooms-and a teaching staff of eightsen. 1
The school is situated near Memorial University and serves the population-
in the surrounding area. However, a.small number of students are bused to
the school from areas such as St. Philips. School A js in an economically
Wel1-0ff area of the city.

As was mentioned in Table 3, the sample included 149 students
from School -A. The que'snunnaire was administered to two classrooms of
students from grades four to six which included the total student
popuTation of these particular grade Tevels. There was o formal civics

or citizenship education course offered at the school. However, two

teachers did mention that they provided some time for study of current !\IEM:S.y

scHiooL B

This school ‘is also part of the Avalon Consolidated School Board.

The school has ‘an enrollment of 450 students ranging from grades seven to
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nine. There are twenty-one classrooms in the school, and a staff of twenty
teachers. The school is situated in the center of the city and serves the
surrounding area.

One hundred and twenty students were selected from the school for
[

use in the sample. These included two classrooms/of each grades seven and
eight. The school population represented some of the economically depressed

areas of the city. There was no fornal civic or|citizenship education

—~course offered at the school. nmver. some t?\v c e " ation was Mtegrated

|
into. the.social studies curriculum. - \
SgHoOLC 0 e . \ =
/ Tnis school s part of the St. John's Roman Catholic”Sthool Board.

* School € is a relatively new/structure that was recently'opened.’ 1t has™
* an approximate enrollment of 540 students. fﬁ‘brn are twenty-two Classrooms

in the school and a teaching staff of twenty-ti\re . The schuu].“ls situated

in the ‘eastern area of the city, and serves a pﬁi\'lution of relatively high
sec‘lgeconom'c status. i
The sample used in thls study 1ncluded 1147 students from Schnn'l c.

The questionnaire was agn;ﬂniste_ to one :lassrvnn\in each grade from four-

- to eight. - The classrooms were Mt picked according to any i:ndzlii: Tevel.

In fact the scbm did not group their studznts ic:nndlng to uaaa-vc .

ability. The investigator was informed !hat there- n§ no for‘al civics
program offered at the school, but a Aumber of teacheks try tobring civies

into &the reguhr social studies curriculum. - R
SCHOOL D » o A

: v : :
School D is atso part of the'St. John's Roman Catholic School'

Board. - This school has an enrollment of 630 students:| There' are twenty-
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four classrooms in the school, and a° teaching staff of twenty-six. School

D, an all-girl school, is situated in the center of the city and serves a
population of relatively high socioeconomic status.

One hundred and ten students were selected from-this schou1 for -

use in the study. These _:Tuded one classroom in each.grade from four to

eight. T Students were not selected according to academic ability. The

investigator was_told that the school does not group their students accord-
ing to a particular academic standing. Like other schools involved in the

?xuny, Scliool D does not offer any fornal.civics progran. However, one

teacher did inform the inveshgatm‘ that she does 1n!egrate civics in-the

regular social studles program

This school i‘s also part of the St. John's Roman Catholic School

Board. School E has an enrollment of 600 students. There are twenty-three

classrooms in the school, and a teiching-staff of twenty-four. School E,

an all-boy school, is situated near the Fort Townshed area of the city

and serves both high and Tow socioeconomi areas of the city.

The sample used in the study iricluded 108 students from School
E. The questionnaire was adiinistered to. one olassroom of students from

grades four to eight. - The c'lassranms were, not_ pvcked according to-any

academic Tebél. The Schobl, in ‘fact, did ot group its stidents according .

o academic ability. The only civics or citizenship education that was

offered in.the school was by one.or two:teachers in the regular social
ong- ¢ ; e

studies classes. o .
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“Inthis chapter the investigator will-exanine the. relationships.
hetween the variaNes In the ‘first ‘part of the analysis there will be an

in tlon of hnw studsnt know edge of | vnht!cs is I\nked to grade Tevely:

there ym’l'l be.an exammatwn af ‘the. fvndinqs on: how student party. Ment{-

.fication is.Tinked to gride Tevel, socjoeqonémic tatus; sex; and type of

Resear:h has reveﬂed that as the student: advances thrnugh the

Fred Greenstem, 7
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" STUDENTS WHO COULD NAME THE MAYOR, PREMIER AND PRIME MINISTER, AND WHO
HAVE HEARD OF CITY COUNCIL, THE HOUSE*OF ASSEMBLY AND PARLIAMENT BY GRADE
(SEE QUESTIONS 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11 IN QUESTIONNAIRE).

Grade . s s 6 7 8

Mayor 98.3% . <. 99.2% i
; + CityCouncl o w6 -
i Preriier. 88.9 9.1 i

House of Assuntﬂy 9497, 96.0 .

Piife Minister 92.2; L

. " Parliament 3 915 .,
i N QRSB

= Referencu tn Tab]e 4 seens “to ‘$how that th!ra is little differ-

ence in the perce'ntage of stuideits who are awaré.6f  the sayurt . For in-

s‘;ance 96.6 percent.of the grade four students knew the mayor of St..John's,

imil! 99.. Z percent of the grade eight students correctly Ident!fled the

34 nyur. mwever, a-s1ightly lower-percentage of students at the various
thi S grade levels were avare of.city. conuuh ~On-the other haml thare seems to’ ~ 3
e be 2 grester. 'lﬂfferen:e in e percentage of ‘students over. the varfous. grade ;

'levels who ‘are: aware of provincfl'( nnd natignal pelit'cll lelders and

% inst!tutions Dn'l_y 67.5 percent. of the fourth grade stulents lm!w ,he - ,.' H

premier 0 Henfuundland. whﬂe 96.1 percent. of fJ|e ~grade eight students

cﬂrrecﬂy responded to. this item’ an the questionnuira Similar ifferenca 0

' can: ﬂsa be seen rnr student auare éss. «of .the prlme Mnlster, s £, L

An intemting lmﬁng presented i s

d natlunul pnliticﬂ 1nst1tuﬂons. Student aware-

avareness of pruv!nﬂql




socioeconomic statu

- 1eaders and institut

=4y &

his study on the development of political orfentations in Canadian school
children. He reported that by the sixth grade, children were describing

the institution of parliament in more réasonable accurate terms than the -

2

role of the prime minister.® Fred Greenstein, however, found that

3 pnhnca! |nst{tutions, A’Isa Amerlcan children are mure aware of natiunal

pnhtwa'l Teaders and institutions than they are of mun(cxpa] and state

ones 3_ This dnes not seem t6.be truesin Canada. It may be™ that mQMs

I
country, where the prqvinces are :onstltutlunaﬂy more vmportant than the R

American states Canadu chﬂdren wou]d |dent1fy more.with thelr pruvin-
cial governments than ‘American chﬂdren ‘do” witw state gnvernments. 3

" An-finportant variable.of political socialization ir.cur society
i5 people’s socioecononic status. . Investigators havp found class differ-.
ences in the amount uf knowledge people have of politics. Rebert Hess ai;d
Judith Tarney in theu’ study-on the development of political attitudes 'm v
children said !hat suc{al class may provide the child with the experiences
that could shape hls behavior. and orlentatwns toward the- society and

4

toward new ideas, mformat\on and co\\cepts Table 5-i11ustrates how

‘(fatl\er s occupaﬂon) affects.St.. John s schmﬂ i

chl\dren s awareness of munic\pﬂ, pmvmc1a1 and national pn'l\tvca'l

: “ . v s 7 : 2

SCthﬂ Chﬂdren", p.. 133,
36reensta1n Chﬂdren a f ;
s and Torney, The' Development of Political. A’

Chﬂdren. p 126

‘American children were more aware of political leaders than they were of '

LN

Pammett, "The Deve’lopment of Pohti:a‘ Urﬁentatmns 1n Eanadlan % )
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!
. TABLE 5 )
S
STUDENTS WHO ‘COULD NAME THE MAYOR, PREMIER, AND' PRIME MINISTER, AND WHO
HAVE HEARD QF CITY COUMCIL, THE HOUSE ‘OF ASSEMBLY AND PARLIAMENT BY SES.

SES High - Middle © Low
May6r 95.2% T .53 " 9619
City Council . 91.1 . 9.1 f 93.2
premier K 85,1 8.9 81.6,
House of Assembly 89.1 9.4 91.8
prime. Minister . < o851 LU #5 © o824
parliafient - % . g6l 89.6 ° - 861

; L -157:'; E3 s g 266
i : - ;

As: illustrated ‘in Tab]e 5 there s no substanhﬂ d'Ffer!nces
between the percentaqs of stnde"ts at the varfous SES Tevels in their aware-
ness of political 'Ie.aders “and institutions; anhough middle and high SES
children were 's1ightly more aware of the premier and prime minister. For -
1nstance 81.6 percent of Tow SES students were aware of the premier, while
85 1 percent of high SES-students showed a similar awareness. While at the
same 'tif 91.8 percent of Tow SES students express an awareness of the house

of assemb'ly nd 89.1 percent of high SES students were slm\'lar'ly aware

“ These fyndmgs are d|fferent from thuse reported by Jon Pammett
in his study on the pohhca'l Jorientations of Canadlan school” children.
Pammett found that kncwledge of pu11tlca1 Teaders and insntutions declines

as we move from ‘upper to Tower snc'ial |:1ass.5 However, "Fred Greenstein in

nis Stiidy of New Havén schoo] childnen found very:little difference between .

high'SES students and 'Iow SES students |n the(r awareness of.political

1eaders aid 4 nshtut(ons .

Spanmett, “The: Development of Pnht{ca'l Orfentations in Canadian
Sehoo Chﬂdren Yy P 1360
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One important finding prbsénted ‘I" Table 5 shows that St. Jnhn‘s‘
school children regardless of SES were more aware of provincial and nationt
al political institutions than they were of provinctal and national
political Teaders. Tm‘s,‘v‘n part, is in keeping with Pammett's findings.
He found that children from the sixth gfade on-were more aware of.

_potitical instltutlnns than pnhtlca'l Teaders.”

Uke~su'cioecunomi: sta}us,' sex:has:Tong accupied‘nn.impo‘r_tant
place in'political. analysi .‘ Ressarchérs Anto yon‘tfcarsacimzmnn
have reﬂ ected ‘this cuncern in" attempting to descrlbe the difference‘s

that sppear in; chﬂdhund and adoes; nce: “Reseirch, has shown’ that séx ‘can

: be Ilsed as” an ind‘{catar of Chﬂd pa1itica1 socialization. Aga‘ln, as with .
socwe:nnomlc status, it must ‘be’ understood.that tﬁere may be’ anumber of
consistent sex differences, but these differences may not be especially

: large or complete]y consistent it ‘. e 4 iy

Do boys "and 91r1s diffzr in thelr awareness of annca\ 1ead!rs
and fnstitutions? Research from various parts of North Ameripan indicates
that there are differences: The findings ‘presented- in Tahlg 6 a;tempt to

answer- this question concerning St. John's school 'chﬂ‘dren‘.
TAELE 6

STUDENTS WHO COULD NAME THE. MAYOR, PREMIER AND PRIME MINISTER AND. WHO HAVE
, HEARD OF- CITY COUNCIL, THE HOUSE: OF ASSEMBLY: AND PARLTAMENT ‘BY SEX.

sex o - Girls

Mayor- . " . 96.7% 97.6%

City-Council & =+ 0o 934 o etle

Prenier o TR T TCIR T J5 v
House. of ASsembly . 1 917 "9 3

"'/ Prime Minister 841 <o 8.5 -
Parliament . -90,0,.0 % 84.6 . %
= N 302 el

5 "The. Deve]opment of Poht'lcal Ori‘entnt‘i/,ns in‘Canadfan . -
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As indicated in Table 6, boys and girls tend to be equally aware
of alT three political leaders. However, it is also indicated that boys
are sTightly more aware ‘!hln girls of the fanadian Parliament. These find-
ings are in keeping with thosé reported by Charles Andrain in his study of
civic awareness in California school children. He found boys more aware
of national politics, but both sexes were equally aware of)ocal pohtﬁes
Also, George R. Rahert in his study on- the political orientations of Cal gar,v

schonl children found no s1gnifinnt 'differen:es betue:n hoys’ and:

awareness of Iom und pmvincia! pnhtica] 1enders nnd insntunons

However 4;e did find that boys were marz aware thun girls bf nationﬂ

poHHca] nstititions,® T B

* Besides grade level, socwe:pnamic status ana sex differences,

‘the religious denomination of students may affect their' :uareness of |
'wHtica! leaders and. institutions. Table 7 shows stud;nt awareness oé
‘municipal, provincial, and nat‘iona‘l political leaders and institutions
according tn_;-e\lgious differences iﬁ‘S_t. John's s;muls. Schools A.and B
a.s pr:sented in the TahIé belong to the Avalon Consoliﬂated School System
(Protestant), nnd schools C, D and E:belong tn the St. John's Roman
\Cathﬂu,C- School System. It.should e mted tllat schools A, C and D

serve a popl)iatlol! of relatively hlgh suine:nnnqic status, wh_ﬂe, schools
B and E serve “a population of lw’ socioeconomic status.:

i Schoo'l systems do not seem ta be an (mportunt variable in the
know'ledge chh st John s schoo] children have of pancaT ’Ieaders and

; 1ns, tutwns. : The dlfrerences that do occur are . not a1ong dennmmaﬁnnal ¥

Sf.’udents from a1'l scmm!s seem to be- equaﬂy aware of the maynr.

: st Childrén and C1vtc Jusrensss, 3. 138 - -
9nm.-:, Pol itical Orfentations of Colgary School Chitdrer, p.s2.
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TABLE 7

STUDENTS WHO COULD NAME THE MAYOR, PREMIER AND PRIME MINISTER, AND- WHO
HAVE HEARD OF CITY COUNCIL, THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY AND PARLIAMENT BY
RELTGION (SCHOOL AND NEIGHBOURHOOD).

B Consolidated ! Gatholic
- school A 8 ) D

Yayor 95.35 1008 “Ho.s 95.5%
City - Cauncil 90 9.6 . 897 '%.0
premier 78:2 899 75.0 89.3:
House,of Assembly S8 - 975 93.1 87.4

Prlme mnister : 8.5 & OB W76L1 T 90.1°
'Parhament : 2-80:07 1 981, " 82.8.. 85.5

i i 149 .1'20- uz' _"_«‘111-,.

However, stndencs from schools 3 and C da nnt seam to he as aware a,f the

premgr and prime minister as 'students in the rema'ln'ng schao'[;. Students
in school ‘A only include grades four, five and.six, while in the remaining
schools 1t‘ went as far as grade eight. Theref?re, Stu’dents .from_ school A
& may not have dained a; much knowledge of provincial and national pulitipul
N Jeaders s students in.otherschaols. -1t fs difficult to explain why |
students in school C werz ‘not as aware of the premier and prime Imister.
Astudents involved ln thz study from this school, Tike students from sr.hoo]s

D and E, included gr;des four to eiyxt. It may be that. this school serves

a relatively high percenuge of new Canadians ~-- associated
2 activities. A probable reason why; 100 percént of - the students in school ‘B
: could. name thu mayor, is the fact “that this schoul |nc1uded unly grades
seven and elght while the other schou'(s a'lse 1nc'|uded grades fnur, f(ve

and six.

/ Findings: a1sn'prgs§nted‘ in Tablel '1ndi€:ate' t:‘hatv school Asjst‘ems g

th offskiore * -

do-not“have a bearing on students’ _'auarene,ss of municipa]; pmv'm_:ill'and :
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national political institutions. The percentages of all schools are
similar. These findings are not in keeping with those reported by Jon
pammett in his study on the political orientations of Kingston school
children: . Pammett found that Catholic school children showed themselves
to be generally bett'er inForsed than public school children about many
political roles and fnstitutions.10 -1t would seem that unlike Kingston,

students “in St. John's Roman Cathélic schools are no more aware of

p pnlltlcal Teaders and institutions than their peprs in " the Consolidated

2 schmﬂ s.

FINDINGS ‘RELATED. Tﬂ STUDENT EVALUATION oF THE JDB DO"E BY FOL”ICAL
LEﬂDERS AND INSTITUTIUNS

Research has reven'led that the child begins to acquire certain
w'lit\ca'l orientations at a very early age. He becomes. aware of such
figures of wlitica'l authprity as govzrnment leaders and the pol kﬁnpn, and

he gradually buﬂds a moré cnmp1 ex conception of govermnent But even before

he develops a more. €laborate notion-of what government 15 the ch!ld acquires

very definite --~ and positive feelings about governmental authoritIeSA
Research literature pn child political socialigation has also indicated
that as the child advances: through his school years hTs inage-of govern- -
-entrchanges, Robert Hess and Ju‘dgthjorney luu'nd that _chﬂdrd in the
first four years of school tend to associate govermsént with the léader.

As @ result Lhe leader is held In high esteem. However, from ihe fourth

¢ to eighth grades, :hﬂdren idenhfy government more in terms of Institutions

d thergfore. government Jeaders are no Tonger held in such high es':eejn.u

Pnnmett, "The 1 of Political Orie is in Canadian
School Ch dren", p. T

Ns\d'l'umey, The Develo ent of PoHﬂca] Attitudes |n

"
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In this section of the chapter there will be 2n analysis of
findings related to St. JDM s school children's evaluation of political
Teaders and institutions and their perceived importarice of roles both
political and non-political, This analysis will be based on grade level, '
socioeconomic status, sex and religion (school and nedghbourhood). ;

Table 8 indicates how St. John's school children evaluate the i

kind of job their municipal, provincial and national political Teaders

" have been doing. . . i
(P i TABLE 8

STUDENT EVALUMION UF THE KIND “OF JOB " DONE'BY ‘MUNICIPAL, PROVINCIAL AND ‘\
“NATIQNAL ‘POLITCAL LEADERS. BY-*GRADE (REFER .TO | DIJEST!UNSZ 5 AND 10 IN o
IRIRE) . . €

THE QUESTIOM
- A ] R
Grade : 4. "5 i 7 8
Mayor 7 3 '
very good 25.6% 20.8% 17.1% 13.7% 10.2%
fairly good 56.4 53.8 65.8 60.7 70.3
nat very god 7.7 1.5 n7 12.8 141
51 5 2.7 . :
don t knowﬁ/'(' 5.1 1.3 2.7 . 3.4, 3.1
- 130 . 1M 117 128
Premier
very good 29.9 145 10,9
fairly good 0.2 47.9 50.8
. not very good - 9.4 214 211
" bad 34 L6894 -
5 don't know 7.1 103 7.8 :
i N 17 117 128 | *
e Prime Minister”.
. very good 2.5 23.1 2.2
i fairly good 453 45.3 1492
g 0 ¢ . not vary good 5.0 15.4 10.0
be o bad .43 . 5.1 7.0
don't know 12.0 1.1 7.8
N7 117 127
One finding in Table 8 indicates that children in. the lower ; b

) 7 ,
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elementary grades tend to give a more positive evaluation &f the kind of
job done, by municipal, provincial and national political leaders than do
upper elementary grade children. For instance, uh;n responding to a question
on the kind of job the mayor has been doing 25.6 percent of the fourth grade
children made a "very good” response whereas only 10.2 percent of the grade .
eight stu‘den:s"-ade a similar r&;;onse. Similar findings are also indicated
fnr the premier and prime minister. Alsu, there is a-higher percentage of
students in the higher grades  (seven and'eight) who are willing to say'that
‘the varwus political leaders are not doing a very good Job In responding
to.a_question on whut kinﬁ of Joh the premier has been doing. 21:1 percent
of the grade e1gm students said "not very good" while nnly 9.4 pzrcent of
~ the fourth grade students mnde a slm1\lir response
These findings ;re similar to those of other researchers in
political soclalizét?;n. In the vunlted States, David Easton and. Robert Hess
in their study on Qf‘l!_ child's image of the president f\;und that the presi-
dent as “the 'best person in the world" whereas only 2 percent of the eighth
-graders made a similar refer:‘v}u.lz In Camd.;, Terrance Carroll in a study
involving 3,600 students from a1l regions of the country found that children
in the lower elementary grades 'gerceived 'govern-ent more in terms of the
leader and by the middle grades they tended to perceive government in terms
of institations (ParTianent).?
Table 9 fndicates how St. doMn's school children evaluate their
i municipa'l, prnvincfa'l and national pnﬁucal 1nst|tuuons.. These ﬁndings
are similar to those presanted in Tah‘le 8. Me'see that children in the
: _.—'_ ©
& Easton and Hess, in publ it Opinion gunnerlz, PP 632 644,

errance Carroll 1n fcundatlons of Political Culture, pp. 92-
110.
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Tower elementary grades tend to be more supportive of the kind of job

done by their political institutions than students in higher grades.

TABLE 9

‘STU’DENT EVALUATION OF THE KIND OF J0B DONE BY MUNICIPAL, PROVINCIAL AHD
NATIONAL POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS BY GRADE (REFER TO QUESTIOHS 4, 8 AND 1.
IN THE QUESTIONNAIRE).

Grade 4 5 6 7 8 4
City Council -
| ry good . . | 22.2% 19.28 18.0%: 11.3% 15.3%
! fairly good 1%.4 51,5 53.2 2.6 46.1 B
= . not very ‘good 7.7 10.0 1216 5.2 2.7
| * “bad 43" 1.5 G TR % o 8.6
s don't know Fola4-. 1100 0 L 183 1.8 6.4 :
b N7 130 111 118 128 »
i House of Assenbly &
: verygood - 29.1 19.2 14.5 12.8 5.5 ‘
: . fairly good 3.8 485 418 3.8 28.1
: not very good 1.1 115 10.9 2.4 23.4
1.7 .8 - 2.7 3.4 10.2 :
don't know - 2.8 19.2 30.0 2.6 2.8 H
. 3 ’ N7 129 110 n7 128
Parliament . . 3
very good 12.0 16.9 ,15.5 ~ 8.5 9.4
" fairly good , 3.9 35.4 46.4 9.3 53.5
not very good 6.0 ' 85 10.9 12.0 11.8
bad A 6.0 1.5 1.8 6.8 47
don't know  40.2 3.7 25.5 3.3 205
: . N 130 110 n7 127

One important finding indicated in Table 9 is_the relatively -
large number of "’don't know" responses. ~This would seem‘to suggest/t\m\t
many students cannot identify or understand the kind of jobs done by our
political-institutions. Students in the clementary grades tend to see

t govermment more in terns of personalities rather than “institutions which

, seem vague to them. The number "of ‘"don 't know" responses decreases, how- o

ever, over the various grade levels, As indicated in Table 9; for instance,
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40.2 percent of the grade four students made 2 “don't know" response on
the ki'nd of job parliament was doing, while 20.5 ;e‘rcent of the eighth
grade students made a similar response. By grade eight more students are
better able to understand the- job of political institutions, and theve.fora.
can more readily evaluate that job. The percentage of *don't know"
responses, however, concerning the kind of job done by the house of
assembly does increase from grade four.to eight.

These findings are consistent with thoses of George R. Robert in
his stud} on the political orientations of Calgary school. children from
grades. four to efght. Robert reported that children in the Tower elenént-
ary grades were less aware of ‘the kind of Jjobs done by pa!i‘t‘i:al inst(~t|f-
tions, than were students in the mi ddle grades (seven and eight) _14

Related to students' evaluation of the kind of job done by
political leaders and institutions is their perception of the government's

/aiﬁ'lity to do that job, and to do it correctly. Table 10 indicates how _ﬁt.

John's students respond to how well government is doing its job. One find-

ing in the Table deals with the percentag!‘ of studengs at the various grade
Tevels who made an "often response. When asked the question, "How often
does government make mistakes?® 23.7 percent of grade f‘our students made ant
"often” response, while this had incressed to 318 percent by grade eight.
- Additional studies in other nations show “tendenc es which prallel
the Findings presented in Table 10.. Studiés fn Chile, Japan and Austral ia,
indicate th&E young chitiren in the Tover ehementary grades tend to see .
government as making fewer mi stakes than children in the higher elementary

grades . §

pobert, Political Orientations of L‘llgarx School Children, p. 58
Hyman, Political Socialization.




*instance, when'evaluating the role of the mayor, 6.8 percent of the grade

* Queen as compared to ‘that of the lﬁqynr. The Queen, when she visits Canada,

do nut “take place for the mayor of a clty. Students see\nq this activity P

-8 - ’ \

)
E
N . }
$ - TABLE m t
. |
PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS' RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION, "HOH OFTEW DOES GOVERN- §
MENT MAKE MISTAKES?" ~BY GRADE (REFER T0 QUESTION.15). 5
. . 3 . .
Grade 4 5 6 7 8
never 1.4% 6.5% 2.7% 8.0% 5.6%
sonet imes 63.2 67.5 65.5 +50.4 50.8
often 23.7 22.0 8.2 319 34.1
all the time 5.3 0.8 1.8 8.8 4.8 )
don't_know 3,57 3.3 1.8 0.9 .. 48"
N g 123 ‘110 113 126
When considering students® evaluation of the kind of job done.by s -

palitical leaders and institutions.. It is' also important t’a WS <ho thel
eva1uate the importance of roles performed by certain peup'lz in ‘our society.

Table 17 indicates how St. John's students evaluate’ these roles. for ' -

four students -said that thi's role was very important, while 11.3 percent
of the grade eight students made a similar response. Howeyer, 73.7"percf3nt
of the fairth grade Students who responded. to the choice af the Quéen said
the role was very important, and 50 percent of the grade eight students
responded m a sinilar manner.

It would seem that a high percentage of students atail the grade
le“xﬁ see the.role of the Queenas very important, whﬂe a ]nw,per‘centage
see the role played by the mayor as very important. One possible explana-

tion for this finding could be the high proffle given to the role of the °

for instance, i given a great déal of coverage in the press. Also, thou:

sands' of people try ‘to see the Quéen on these visits.. Such developnents /

taking place for the Queen, could conﬂude that the ro]e’ is very imporfant.




ML 1, X
UATIONOF THE ROLES PERFORMED BY CERTAIN PEHE IN OUR SOCIETY |~

n GRADE. (lxmt Rgetin n).

2 4 s 6 7 8
-of 3 City
i 114 6.81 12.00 7.60 11.31
{mportant” 2.7 22 JE 26.3
less importar 2.9 82 3.3 275
ot very porta 34.2 204 35.0
72 £ 3 80
Prine Minister B i o
very lmporllnl 14.3 2.6 45.9 .
* {mpor tan 71 310 28.6
Tebs. par 30.0. . A1 204
] 1lpnruu 7.1 126 5.1
) L] %
e '-pu ! 5.0 1.6 10.3
very int 8 1.6 - <10
faportant - ;- - . 35.0 3 483
Tess_foportant ~ 35.0 4 - 293
not very fapo .0 - ;- X 12.1
3 N ]
ns8 @, 50.0
153 143 9.4
s X} 51 18.8
. ] o1 29
(N “« on ” o“
very fmportant 0.0 0o 11 3.8
{aportant 5. 67 i1 19:2
Tess fmportane .38.9 103 11 201
™ot very taportant 5.6 0.0 5.6 5.8
. N 18 15 8 26
-7 n 15.4 0.0 4.3 2.6
very fmportant. + 15, ). g .
{aportant 15%4 a3 7.4 a1
less-dmortant © 5.4~ %0 .8 36.8
not very important 53.8 a8 301 395
» 5 % 1 2. £
Polfce Chief . . -
w2 5.9 7.0
B 50 - 47 20.9
. s 32 3.6
: 3 82 395
2 k- a3
1.3 8.1
3 s
03 25.0
g 154
6., 52
T e 0.0
8.1 L2723
167 18.2
750, .8
1 u
63 13.0
63 30.4
s 7.4
8o 1
. R m ;. 34 o, 23
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Also, there was. a planned visit of the Queen to St. John's during the

. clearly indic;

'éoncennng the role of priing minister,: Robert reported that nine pérceiit -

~of the grade four stidents gave Ehis rol

suc'lety Talﬂes 12 nd 13 (nd‘l:ate how. sndoecannnﬂc status ‘affects’ ‘the.

way SL John s, schnﬂ :hﬂdren eva]uute the kind of Job done hy pohticu‘l

’pmvinciu'l and tiom‘ W'ch:a

sumer of 1978.. Students were probably very much.aware of ‘this visjt.
. Responding £o the roleof the prine minister, only 13 percent of
'the‘grade fiye students said that the role was very important, hile 41.9

percent of .the’ mghth grade swdents responded m a simﬂar manner.  This

s that by grade etght, students get a more réatist,

. picture of where the real pﬂww lies’in our Do‘Hrﬂca'l system.

These find1ngs ‘are similar to tnose' £ Eenrge R Robert in. his

‘Ca’lgary study He foiind that students had a high ranking for the o1 of

tary, ‘grades but* Tined. Substant ﬂy h.v

the Queen in the. hwer

qrade, efght L-— from 67 percent in grade four to u percent in grade. eight

a very/lmpnrtant“ ranking. while

‘the ranking increased, to 42/ percent by, grade e1ght. ST

-Research hns found that sncloecnnﬂmic status ‘affects studets'

' evaTuatfon of the jo done by pn]{ﬁca'l 'Ieaders and {nstitutions, and thetr

parce'ved importance of roles hath pnl1t1ca1 .and* non-anHce! in‘our

Jgaaers and:ins ltutions

In bath taMes there does ‘ot seem io be’ any real differences

‘basedon sn:‘loemnmic status “in. St -)ohn s students eva!uatlun of -

eaders and 1nst1tutions., ll\ Table 1 s

'for instance, t lnty-flv; !rcent of: Mgh SES stndehts aid he preyn‘ler did - i

esp ise. Simﬂar/ ﬂnd|ngs are reported for th! prf‘ ster There tqnds

Bpobert; PoTitical dr‘ie'ny.a:inﬁ of cnga'rz Séhioo1 Chitdren;
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STUDENT EVALUATION OF THE-KIND OF JOB DONE‘BY THE ‘HAVDR, PREMIEI{ AND PRIME
MINISTER BY SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS.

Socioeconomic Status © High Middle Low

Mayor
very_good 15.2%
fairly good .
vmt very gosd

& . dun t know,

Frem(er
“ery good." ...
“fairly dood
not very good,

dok' t know .

Prime Min1éter
~very good,
fairly. good

-, not very. good:

ibad
o don t know

“to e some di Fference:in” th the flayor's job. - The' mayors

dob.was: gmn a"'very oo

response by 152 percent ‘6f the nigh ses

clty oum:ﬂ 'In Sich s wa,y. TMs f‘lnd]ng uppor ',
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stein's assertatiom that Tow SES students are more willing to hold

political Teaders and institutions in high esteem.!

TABLE 13

STUDENT EVALUATION OF THE KIND OF JOB DONE BY MUNICIPAL, FRUVINCU\L AnD '
NATIONAL POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS BY SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS.

“Socioeconomic Status High Middle Low

Tity Council
. very good
< fairly good °
not very good © i/

don t know 4

o Hnuse of Assenip'ly -
very goo
< fairly- gaod elny
nnt very good 3

.dan-g know

Parliament
very -good
fairly good .
vmt very goaa

ﬂcn t know.

B ¥ lt/shou'ld be noted ‘jn Tab'le 13 - that the percentagg of “dnn t

% krww responses ls sumewhat ‘higher fer 'Iow SES. studel\ts This cou'ld ’indl- >

cate that Tow SES students are not a Jaware; of po]it'lca] 1nst1tut|uns as g




s samewhat higher !for Tow: SES stuaents than for. the two other socinecnnom{c.,‘

.
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signifjcantly by grades seven and eight. It would appear that socio-
economic status does not play as important a vole in tht’? higher ‘gr‘ades
(seven and eight) as it does for students in the early elementary grades
in determining their support for municipal leaders and institutions.
In analyzing the'effects of socioeconomic status on students’

evaluation of political leaders and institutions, we must alg@. consider

how 'this factor affeéts their perceptiﬁn of government's ability tn do. its
Job Propeﬂy Table 14 1nd)cates how St. John's schoo1 ¢hildren respond
to a quesnon cnncermng how often government makes mvstakes‘ 3 S

S TABLEM e ’ " g
STUDENT RESPOISES T THE ‘QUESTION, "W OFTEN DoEs eovzmmzm MAKE MISTAKES?!

SES”, v . High Mimﬂe’

never . 7.
sometimes : .85,
often Car
all the time 4
don't ‘know 0
o . N 1

i ey : ?

“Froh the Table we can See that Socigeconomic status does not

play an inportant. rgle in st John s studeqts perception of government's

ability to dn |ts Job praper'l_yA There are d\fferences however, which are..

For “instance, 31 7opercent. of high SES students made ‘an "often" S

response to tr\e questlun cnm:g.rning how often gnvernment “makes mistakes,

whl'le 25 3 percent of mldr)]e-SES students responded ina simﬂar manner.

It should also. b noted that the. percentage of ¥don't knw" responses is




{

)
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The findings presented in Table 14 are supported by other
research studies. Researchers in these studfes stated that there may be
a number of consistent socioeconomic differences, but again, 'these’
differences may not be especially large or completely consistert. George
R. Robert in his Calgary study found minor differences between high and
Tow SES students! perceptions of government's ability to do its job.'®

. Table 15 indicates how St. John's students assess the importance
of ‘roles performed by certain people in‘our society. It would seem,that
sac1neconamic status does play a part._ in students’ perceptmns pf some

of these roles. There was a relatinnsh(p hetwee socioecnnumic status .

‘and students’ pmepuons of the-role of the; iay

S prime minister,

governor general; 'Iauyeru ang; religious' leader ‘ n evaluation ‘the role:

of e mayor,. for instance; 5.3 percent of high ses students Said. that it' -,
was very Anpbrtant,”Whf1e 12.7 percent of Tow SES students nade 2 sinflar
responser. This” finding is in keeping with Gre/enstem 5. In his-workion® -
the political sacial zation of New Haven school chif]dren, Greénstein found

that a higher percentage of Tow SES students beTjeved the ‘role of ‘the mayor -
19

to be very. important, than high sss students .

: n shotd: be nomd, as Tabfe. 15 mdicates rm queen sroleiis

considered to’ be'very. !mvortant by a-hi gh per‘centage of stud!nts in al'l

69.4 percel‘t »

sucwzl:annmic categories; ss 2 percent fnr high SES studene'

for llndtﬂe 'SES students, and 70 7 percent fur' 1ow SES student

child development '|1terature reveals many 1ndications that at

Teast inthe past, adult sex ‘differences in‘puht‘lca'l bghavior had:

obert Po'l’lticu‘ 0r1entation K f Ca1garz Sl:hoo'l Chlldren, p. 34

19sreenste1n., Tdren and Poli
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TABLE 15
STUDENT EVALUATLON OF THE ROLES PERFORMED BY CERTAIN PEOPLE IN OUR SOCIETY

SEs . " . High Niddle Low
Mayor of a City
very fmportant 5.3% 12.73
rmn 1811 2.7
+less fmpor %7 33
natvery wportant. 389 3
9 188
Prime Min{ster
very important 271 25.4
t 386 0.4
Tess important 29.2 2.3
@ Pt very inportan : ‘5.0 5.9 o
8y B 1 2
1 Governor Geness1 l:" e
very {nportant 1015 400
' mortant 7t 36,7
Tess {npor ) 276 301 i
ot vlry“lmnrnnt TR 7
) . o 86 ng ’
s L qdeen Ayt 5 :
5 % [ very -{nportant . -\ 4 707
¥ i K “imgor tant. y 33 1008
5 RGN L less important 2 3 8.0
% ~ ot very importint 3 10,5
=T h N 7. &
Lawyer . } e v
very I-ﬂrhnl . 131 1.1 0.0
®; 10.2 20.8 3.1
|tsi ( 248 ~ 8.3 36.6
.not very (Iwrulk 391, 59.7 59.5
- ] Ta 2% 36
g ery tmportant 71 6.3
mpun{ 1574 a5,
Tess {mportant 2.5 263
ot very-faportant 43.0 % s
40 £l
Police Chief g - =
Yoy feparuant 10.6 a5
2 5 12.9 0.4 >
= 1652 inportant 13 +38.6"
B * *_mot very fmportant 40.9 36.3
% ) » 4 S
b = ~Nery tmportant 2.3 3
i % fmportant 2.7
= ~ " “less important 19,00 %
not VHY {important 2.7
LI,
S s:nua\ mn:'m .
‘. Amport,
; “IDartlnl 3
2 less fmporiant i

pe;um

Rl aus s
very faportant
inportan

- Tegs” fmpo .
not. very 1mruu
N
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in rather eafly pre-adult differences. One question arising from this

concerns the rel ip between boys and girls in their

evaluation of the job done by political leaders and institutions, and

their perception of certain roles both political and non-political in

' our society. Do boys and girls get a-different perception of the kind

of job done by political leaders and institutions’ in our society? Findings
presented in Table¢ 16 and 17 answer this question concerning St. John's
school ch{'ldren. o . :

In Table 16 we see no_ inportant difference in the percentagﬁ of

hoys and’ nlr’ls who were wHHng to g1ve a “very good' }espnnse when quest-

inned on, the kind of! jnb var(ous anHcal 'Iendnrs were dolng Hop-ever.

there are tﬂfferences between response to

this alestiop. Even though the percentﬂge ot "bad", résponses 1§ Tou for.

- both sexes. it, tended to be Tgwer for girls than for's Boys over. the three -

pclitica'l Tevels. This ﬁnding supports .the cnntenunn of ‘bther studies
on.child political snc||’l|nHon !Mch found- that. boys were more lﬂan
than girls to crltl:lze po‘Hﬁci'l 'Ieaders‘. Greenstein, in’ Ms study
fnund that .boys would wore readﬂy cr.(tldn political leaders than.girls.
“Greenstein_went on to exp'lnll that t,Ms d1ffemc= in pirt resulted from
“the” fact that females saw governmént in temms of the Teader,- wile males )

20 Table 16 indicates that

saw gnvurnlent more. 1n terms of 1nstitut|onm
g‘lrls are suppnrtive of the yralier ind prine linister, while bnys are:

ruﬁcn'l X Lo 3 3 2 2 i

Tuhlc 17 shous essenthﬂy the sllle plttern as Tahle 16, Girls
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TABLE 16
STUDENT EVALURTION OF THE KIND OF JOB DONE BY THE MAYOR, PREMIER, AND v
PRIME MINISTER BY SEX. (REFER TO QUESTIONS 2, 6 and 10.)
) Sex Boys. . Girls !
Mayor N %
very good 18.2% 16.5% s
i fairly good 62.0° ~ 60.6|
not very good . 1.2 12.1
bad 5.9 2.4
) . don't know : 2.6 84 .
] N 308 _ 297 :
Premier’ ! 5
A . 3 " yery: good. » . 254 .. . 256 Sy g
; ; . .. fairly.good: .- 38.0 ...750,2
% ““.not’ very good 16.5 " 10.8
3 i bad s 813 1.7
don't know- . . P V8 118
g N a0 B e R
" prine mn\-ster - > ; N
ood 28,5 v 3152
feinly; good 40.7 46.1 -
5 . not: very “good ©136 9.6
3 — 7.0 K 2.7
i ot know 10.3. 108 3
' € N 302 . 298

.. ment.’ The percentage ‘of “don't know! résponsés, however, seem o be an

important fabtor in Table 17, fpon't kiow" responses_ tend to be much

" higher for girls, “than - for “boys when evaluating the kind of job done by

the various political |l|st']tut‘lons‘ Hhen Evaluanng the kind u? Job dcne

P | oy by Parhament for h\stance +26.6:percent of the’ lmys made a "don‘t know" . 4

reswnse, whﬂz 36 per\:ent of the girls made, simi'lar response Charles

“findings in his sty -
21

Andrain, as mentloned prevmus'ly, reported simila

‘that bnys tend to-be" mm’e auire than gir'ls of naﬁﬂﬂa'l po11t1cs.
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TABLE 17 LR

STUDENT EVALUATION OF THE KIND OF JOB DONE BY CITY COUNCIL, HOUSE OF

ASSEMBLY, AND PARLIAMENT BY SEX. (REFER TO QUESTIONS 4, 8, 12.)

Sex Boys Girls

City Council .
X very good . 17.2% 13.6%
. fairly good (849 50.2
? not-very good 17.8 7132
bad 5.6 3.1 y
don't know -+ ¢ : 195 20.6
' N * 303 295 '
House of Assembly
very good:: P 14,2, ’
fairly good L ona 3
! . n‘m very godd o205 . 3
£ - . < 6.3 i ¥
‘do‘nft kmv)w‘ e S e i i )
AL PR R !
? N Pav-]iament i S T % i 3
4 very good "’ " L 314,68 10.4 7
, fairly good 3 1.5 43.4. -
d not. very good -/ 12.0 7.4
bad : ; 6.3 2.0 .
J don't know © 2.6 . 36.7 2
% I CN 3010 A 297

. < Mhen analyzing the responses of boys and girls concerning the

. . 0 S
kind of jah done by Po'litical “eaders andjnstitnﬁony we must alsor

¥ * consider- their percept‘lans of gwernment's ability to do it¢ job. properly.
B It nas he?rstated by ‘same_Writers uf wHtl:a"I socia Hzation theory, that

fama'les tend to he'ld guvernment in higher Esteeu\ than ma]es Robert Hess

and aumhgomey theorize that girls takea less puttive and ‘aggressive

stand agiinst societal norms." Table 18:41ustrates how foys“and. gitls

schigoTs: respond when_questioned on’how often. they believe

. Hess and Torney, The: Developnent of Pol itical:Attitudes in
'Chﬂdren » 186, :




4
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government makes mistakes. These data-are important in fully analyzing how

sex could influence’a child's perception of government.

" TABLE 18

STUDENT RESPONS[S TD THE QUESTION "HOW OFTEN DO YOU THINK GOVERNMENT MAKES
MlSTAKES’" BY

Sex . SBoys Girls

never 5.1% 5.6%

sometines 53.5 65.4

ofte 1.3 2.8

. a1 the time 5.7 2.8
don't know 44 14

N 2565 240

Based on the_findings presented in Table 18, it would seem that
mmﬁ—stmmﬁe
First two ‘responses as being the most positive toward government, we find
an inportant difference betWeen boys and girls. For instance; 58.6 per-

cent of the boys gave a’ positive response about government, while 71 per-'

cent of ‘the girls gave a positive response. These findings are certainly

supportive of Hess'‘and Torney's statement that girls seem'to be more
approving of govérnment than boys. )
The. findings. presented in TabTe 18 show how boys and girls in

St John's schools assess the importance of roles performed by certain

people in ol society. ' ‘For each role described, e can take the first two. -

responses (very 1mportant, important) as being high whiTe ‘the last two

responses (1ess “imp , not-very 1t) can‘be- classified as Tow
responses.. - : By 5 <N
. There: 150 overal'l pattern of re'lationship in“the perception "

Nlncll boys and gir'ls ‘have of mDst roles descrihed in Table 19. The roles

” ¥




TABLE 19

FLI0ENTS” PERCEPTIONS OF THE INPORTAICE OF CERTALN BOLES BOTH | -umul
CAL PERFORMED BY CERTAIN PEOPLE [N OUR SOCIETY 8Y

sex soys Girls
Mayor of 4 City
very inporta
{mportant
Tess faportant
not very important
N
Prine Hinister
very fnportant
important
Tess important <
not very fnportant
¥
Governor General
very tmportant . 10.1
tant d w3
Tess iportant 215
mterey tmportast H 1
29
very important X
{mportant 1238 w2 s
Tess mportant ] 71
not. very {mportant 89 EX)
: X 203 197
very inportant 2.3 1.6
rtant .1l 38 .
less nportant . Wl 15
not very important 500 56.1
[ a4 a
Judge
very important 5.0 9.9
‘important . . 2.3 15:5
Tess inportant 26.7 296
very inportant. 4500 a1
. . [ 60 n
Police Chfef
“ very- fmp
fmpor
Tess ‘important g
ot very fmportant
P .
Doctor
S iesortant .27
Sopactant e ) 7
Tess iaportant : 177
not-very iaportant RN = )
R [ m
Schoal Principal.
very faportant 7.5
ioportant 3 17's
Tess. inpor = b 25 4
ot very mportant - .28
[ 40,
Relfg1ous Ceader ¥
very {mportanf 29.0,
artant " 16.0°
Tess mportant . i Ul 2206, -
not very important: e
o ¥ L




_._-doctor, religious leader, and Tawyer.
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of the-mayor, judge, and school principal, for instance, are given a low
response by a majority of boys and girls, whereas the role of the Queen
is given a high response by both sexes. There are differences, however,

in boys' and girls' perceptions of roles performed by the governor general,

Girls seem to have a higher percept-
fon of the governor general, and lawyers, while boys have a higher percept-
fon of the roles performed by doctors and religious leaders.

There does not seem to be any differences in student evaluation
of political Teaders in schools across religious denominations.” The
di Hferences” that ‘occur are within religious denoninations.’ In Table 20
we see that there.are no differences between students-attending public
“schools and Cithal e schools. - A majority of stuidents fn a1l schools’tend to
give poi itical Teagers a positive evaluation. Ther_e are some averall di ffer-
ences between schools A and B, both belonging to the Avalon consol idateq
School Systen, Studenfs from school A give the job done by the prenter a
much higher rating than students from school B. -Sinflar findings are also
reported n the St. Jom's Roman Catholic School System. Students fron’
school €, for  Instance; gave.the premier a higher rating than 'students fron
schoolE. These di fferences thai occir within the denominations are caused

by factors other’ than schopl systems. ' School A is situated in an economic-

. 11y advanced arey of the city While school B 1s sttuated fn an economically

depressed area of the cuyA As we have seen, suciuecannmvc hackgmlmds May

a part-in stndent Eva'lujtion of political 1eaders an

dstltutinns

< \Findings pyesen:ed in Table 21 indicate 'school systems do influ-

ence St John'$ students’ eyaluation of municipal, ‘ymv‘incm , and national
poht\cal instititions, THe aTTrerences That-occur are within the “school

systems It shnu'ld be noted’ that ‘students. fron schmﬂs ] and E give a
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TABLE 20 +

STUDENT EVALUATION OF THE KIND OF JOB DONE BY THE MAYOR, PREMIER, AND
PRIME MINISTER'BY RELIGION (SGHOOL AND NEIGHBOURHOOD).

Public . Catholic
School A B : c )
Mayor k
very good 17.46 10.9% 18,81  18.0% .23.1%
¢ fairly good 63.1 63.9 62.4 532 63.0
not very good 10.7 126, 9.4 17.1 8.3
bad 4:7 1001 17 1.8 1.9
don't know 4.0 2 7.7 9.9 317
¥y 149 119 17 1m 108
Premier : d ¢ -
very good 36.9 12.6 29.1° . 261 19.4
fairly good 4320 487 a2.7 45.9 3908
not very :good 54 18.5 . 12.0 16.2 . ‘2034
_-bad L 9.2 .. 5l ... 2.d 5.6
don't know' . . 121 1009 GUINDL . 9.0 . M14l8
NG 1890 ad19 7 < an 108
Prine Ministdr # oy
very. good, J3k1 L 235 3.2 33.6 28,0
fairly gdod .'82.6 44.5 85 46.4. /458
not very good . 12.2 10.9 12.0° 7.3 1301
. bad 4.1 7.6 - 3 1.8 7.5
don't know. . . 10.1 3.4, 12.0 10.9 5.6
T . N 188 0 19 7. 110 107

high percentage of "not very good® responses wheh comnenting on the Kind
o Job done 'by city council and.thé House of RssembT¥ in Farticular. ¢
“Both sthoo'ls are Vi iconchi 1Ty bekied areas of the City: - Therefore,
students from thESE SChDO]S may be willing to bhme the: munﬂ:ipl‘ and

pmvinmal governments for:their econnunc cofiditions..

Findirigs presented in Tab\e 22 indicate that school s_ystems
(Roman. CathpTic or pubHc) do, not influence students' responses’ to a
question asking them how often'chey tMnk government makes mistaked’

There are some differenc L5 hetwaen schoa]s wlthin the con&uﬂﬂ'at? system.-
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TABLE 21

STUDENT EVALUATION OF THE KIND OF JOB DONE BY MUNICIPAL, PROVINCIAL, AND
NATIONAL POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS BY RELIGION (SCHOOL AND NEIGHBOURHOOD).

School ~ pPublic g . g fathgle E
City Council
very good 19.5%  10.2% 1458 14.5%  16.7%
fairly good - 49.7 424 45.3 53.6 47.2.
not very good 12.8  22.9 12.8 11,. 18.5
bad 2.0 11.0 L & 1.9
don't know 16.1 - 136 2311 173 157 .
N 149 118 * 17 110 108
House' of Asseribly =~ tr Y ” :
very good > ./ .155 7.6 17.9 . 316 18.7
fairly good -~ - 46.6  37.0 40.2 39.6 2502
not very-good | ° 12.2  16.0 16.2 126 . 23.4
,bad . 1.4 67 - g0 .18 v dn2
dop't-know. ' 24i3 ‘3.8 -25.6 223 218
! LGN 148 119 117 111 107
Parliament . S - IR
very good " * 16:8 . 9.2 1.1 9.9 13.2
fairly good 4167412 ca9 423 4.3
not’ very good. 817 12:6 ' 85 .- 99 13 oe
+ bad- 54 6.7 . 26 0.9 4.7
don!'t knows 82 303 35,9 36.9 26.4 J
g N 19 - 119 17 ‘m 106
TABLE 22 s - '
* STUDENT RESPONSES' TO THE QUESTION, "HOM OFTEN DO YOU-THINK: GOVERNMENT MAKES o
MISTAKES?", BY.RELIGION (SCHOQL AND NEIGNBOURHOOD)-. - i el
PR publes T ot . Catholic.. . ]
“Schaol i K B D
never 1.4% 7 1.7%- 1148 758,
sometimes 61.8 94‘2 G 5.2 51.9
- often, 2 247 " 2808 | 2935 3.9 :
all the time 41 - 10i2 -2, :
don"t “know 2310788 1.0
N 124 / 9
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A number of interesting findings are presefited 1n Table 23, T’hev

ﬂenommatiun of the school does not-have a hearing on students' evaluation

‘of the ro]e performed‘hy the mayor of a city. The percejved - impermnce of
g role seems, t9-be consistent for. 217 'schools.  Hovever when evaluating -
- " the” ro'le af a s-:honﬂ prlnclpal, students from sthuu‘l A tend tn “be. much

: .mnre negative in their evahntmn than students from remamng schmﬂs. i

1t must be ememhered that students in schooT A onIy xnclude grades four,

chon‘l Systzm) Students.. frnm school

“E placed the [ fghest stress an.the rote of the rehgwus 1eider. Stncg' !
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TABLE 24 |

STUDENTS WHO SAID THAT "IT MAKES, A DIFFERENCE WHICH SIDE WINS AN ELECTION"
BY GRADE (REFER T0 QUESTION 19).

Grade 4 .5 & ", ¢ i 8
Yes- SLTUsATEr 62,08 4By 71.6% - 70.3%
) 8.2 . 2313 2060 - 1640 2

6.2° 207 i 7

TAELE 258

STUDENTS lNDICATING TNEZR PKEFERENCE FOR A PRRTICULAR POLIT[CAL PARTY BY
GRADE (REFER 10 QUESTIO N:20; )

CLiperals. i 720,887 27.9%
Copservative: ) 31.0
- New Democratt:

Dofr' t:-Know
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expressed a party preference, while 77.8 percent of the seventh grade
‘stude;n‘.s expressed a party pr_efei-ence. These findings differ from the 5
findings of aﬂ:er Canadian studies. Io a study on the political orienta-
tions of Canadian school children, Jon Pamsett found that only 30 percent

of the grade four students hrms study expressed a party preference and
this had. only risen tn 40 percent by grade eight Msn, Seorge R. Robert
1n his. study on the: ant'cﬂ oruntatmns of Cnlgary scheu'l chﬂdren ;
feported that Canadian chﬂdren ere’ s, ower thsn Amer1cnn chﬂdren in iy

* forning party 1nya1t|es.z” Robert conpared his findings to those of Fradff

Greenstem,,wha found that SD percent the fourth grade students "I Ms .

study had xpressed a party preferenc’e o . Wik e

Tne Hmﬂngs reported in Table 25-suggest thst a much hi gher

; percentage of St. John" s "schoo] * chlldren are. more nﬂ“ng to. express a

A k St party preference than school children fmn other parts af the cmmtt_‘_y

i R U et children in this study. showed a'greater WilTingress to’ ‘show

! party prefenm:e than students in slmhr stiidies conducted in 1 the United
sta:es..‘ Sl s S s

thf then muld&t John's “school chﬂdren be wore uﬂ'lin to.1 "

. BXpress-a yarty pref!rem:e than chﬂdren fnm-nther parts of canada? One:
2 ) i ‘possib!e exphnniou for. tMs finding ‘could be the public's atutude. toward

eop1e |n “tivis: prnvince tend to tale a. - -

/' “ poht(cal ,parties i Newfuundland.

ical 0 entnuons of ‘51 ar, s:boo1

Children and Po |t1cs, P, 7mn.
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Ferd 3 Identity of Newfoundlanders, stated that Newfoundlanders have developed the *
i ‘ fee(ng of being “a race apart". " Surveys of, tt.le adult electnrﬂe however,

comhcted by the Whalen Royal Co-ﬁsslon on Municipal Gﬂvernunt in Newfound- . %
— Iam and hbrldor have vfound that ‘people in this vrov!nce do m.lt express

. - a greater interest'in ‘politics than people from other parts o Canada;?7. {

Research has, found that socioecénonic status does affect a

! "cm:y.(pmn of party pohtlcs. In’ Ms Kingston smdy. Jon Pamsett <43
L Fourd that |nmnom1c mtus haa a marke afject on ‘the chnd's pempt- AT

nf ssue lffuencgs between the poMt!cgJ plrti:s'an ‘also upan cne .

STUDENTS WHO SAID THAT IT HAKES A DlFFER[I‘CE umm SIDE WINS' AN ELECTION
BY SOCIOECONOMIC ST/ Tll <

:pug'h-_ L Middie

268,83
20,9

155'
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Adich side wins an election. When we Took at the "no" responses, however, .
there is a higher percentage of Tow SES students uho;said-that it, makes no
difference which:side wins. an election. Low SES students .liy. be more
“likely to cnncll}da that: their socioeconomic conditions will probably remain
the sarfe regardless af which side wins .an election. .

F1nd|ngs presented in Table 27 indicate the extent of mflueme
nhich sncineconomic status: has on the partisuv 1dentif|c|t(on of St John s

¥ school chﬂdren. As imﬁcued. socinecon lir. stitus does nof anpear tn be A, sy

SEs Widie sty oW
Liberals 28.3% 25.1%
"Conservatives (PC) 319" 4338
llelncrats NDP) 6.0 G118 5 2
ﬂan - Kni = . 1.7 P 5 i T b
2 LY < 166-; i sk 263

\ﬂéﬁt child s perupt(onwzf po'lif ca parties JDavid Easten and Jar.k *




s

R g § - g -
, o7

on the importancé of which pnliticq].'party wh!s' an election. As we can
see, there 'is no difference between boys -and girls in éxpres‘sing the
opinion that it 15‘1n\portant which side wins an e!e:tion‘ These findings
are conswstent with.those presented by Hess and Torney, who found no & T

di ffen:nce in acceptanr.e of norms :uncerning political pavt(es - v

TABLE 28
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. TABLE 29 1]
STUDENTS INDICATING THEIR -PREFERENCE FOR A- PARTICULAR POLITICAL PARTY BY SEX.

i g { .
Sex . Boys 6irls
Liberals, z 29.2% L24.7%
Conservatives (PC) - 336 T304,
New Democrats (NDP) *  11.7 9.5 S
Don't Know 25.5 35.5 ¥ 5
e, N 2 : 296

orventatinns. Table 30 reveals” in part the inf’luence which re]igion

X and neighbourhood) has -on. these arientaticm. Responses \‘.o 7 questlon

asking nf |\‘. make: any d\fference i:h 1de wins an e]ection md\:at!

hat st Aenc from all scho:ﬂs heheva t.h t it does:

TABLE 30

STUDENTS WHO SAID THAT IT MAKES A DIFFERENCE. HHXCH SIDE HXNS M‘ELECT]DN BY: ~ .
RELIGION (SCHbOL AND NElGNBOURHUDﬂ) e -

Puh'lic B

72. ax,
7




is not a keyﬁ";tnr in determining ‘student supi:nrt., for the Liberals and-
Conservatives. However, students in schools hu]nnélng to the Roman

Catholic School System tend to be more supportive of the’ New Democratic
Party than students from public schools: The 3 support fs.| Mghest in

school C “The fact thal the plv‘ty 'Ieader at the time was a teacher at the

schmﬂ miy have’ |nf1uenced stude t respanses £

TABLE 31 2

STUDENTS INDICATING TNEIR PREFERENCE FOR A PARTICULAR POLITIU\L P}\RTV B‘l
RELIGION {SCNUDL AND-. NEIGKBUURHOOD)

,‘Aim:lu‘ded un'ly grades fnqr to six.
i suaﬂy after the st h grade that
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is considered the duty of every :i:tizen ina delrg:':rac.y. This sense of .
'ciﬁzen duty seems to develop during the elementary school years:’ Table
32 shows the attitude of St. John's 'school children in grades four to eight
toward participating in the political system.. The first question in the %
“Table déal; with.a sense of duty (vnting): while the Tast two questions deal
with students' present pc;'lit'c.al behavior and ant(c'{pat‘ed future pol Ivﬂcﬂ
‘he‘hgviml_.' 1 ¢ !

. ,.‘ i b

T B :', b '{ABLESZ

Lml Lyou ‘Vote iwhen.

you.are.old enoygh? - - ¥ Oy NI T e o . o
e L ek 81.1% - . 72.4%  70.9% .51y
No - AR (TS ? S IR TS S I U
Don't Know 16:2. 0 17,2 117, A8 L 173 - .
8 PRI L AN RS t R Y A 1
o you ta'lk ahnut 5 5 ' . : A % :
puht1cs w\th fnends’l 4= 3 gy o . i o w
: 17.9° 7 26.4 . 315 3.0 26.8",
821200 ..78.6 "0 68.5: 75.2 1214

u-run:for
.pohhcu] office when,
_yow are n]d enough? !
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students responded in a similar manner.

As indicated in Table 32, a Tow percentage of students.said they
“talk about politics with their friends. However, this.percentage does rise
fron 17.9 percent in’ grade four to 26.8 percent in grade eighit. An interest-
ing finding suggested 1n Table .32 came from'student responses to’'a questjon
ccncernmg thelr lntentwns of r\mmng fur pohhcal off\ce when they are
old enough' :The percentage uf students ¥iho ‘responded . "yes" tn this questjun

1s 10»: at aH grade 'Ieve'ls The.perient&ge\af "no" reswnses. however, dnEs

Ther‘g \s a slgnlﬁcanc decreawm the percent-

change™ _uver th_e ade Teyels.

0 e Ja%"no’ respnnse to this question i

: .age of:siqﬁen§§ W

.and veight‘ as compared to the 13 three grades For: 1nstance‘ the drop

six t0720:7 uercent 1n grade’seven.

was:from 37.7 percent  in grad
b
The fmdmgs presented n. Table 32 are suppnrted by, other studies “

on’ political sociaHzatlon. Xn his: study, "E]eu\entary Schoo] Ch‘l'ldren 'S |

AttitﬂdES of Pohtlcﬂ Trust PoHt ul Efﬁ:acy, lnd Polltical Chnnge in

Detroit Schpa'l chl'ldren", Allan Glenn found chﬂqv‘éq ins thé va ious
particlpatiun. In “

el ementary graﬂes had. d‘lfferent ideas” nbnut pu\i,tic

“ /the eurly e]ementary grades ch!'ldren saw v ’_ ic: pation almost
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development of political attitudes in children found that participation in

political discussion and concern with politjcal issues are more frequent

amng children of high socioeconomic status.? Table 33 i1lustrates the

. TABLE 33
STUDENTS" ' POLITICAL PART'ICIPATION BY SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS.

|
i

SES 2 | MWigh Middle Low

- Wil1 you vote._ when
-7 yoi;are old. enaugh?

ey 72,88
121 10

Yes 3
” i oMo Sk, S
.~ " Don' t Kknow 18.1 15.7
sl N 8., 28
Do you ‘talk aboit,
politics with friends?: B ¥ %
Pt Yes' . ©29.1 C 21.2
o e # 709 7236 78.8
s ) N 169 168 268
. Wil you run- for " . .
. .- political office when . i %
- you are o]d .enough? 2 F
: es G S 9.9 7.5 8.7
- teybe = 15.0 1.1 14.4
- Soa01 37.1 32.4
Bont Know - 36.0 5.3 a5

N 169 . 168 268 |

inﬂuence that socioeconomic status has on St dohn s schoo] chﬂdren s

S »att(tudes and behavmr toward pthical partchpation‘ The first part of

tbe table deals mth saﬂoel:anomi: status and students' segse of duty.
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i 4 There-does not appear to be any important relationship between )
St dom's students’ sense of voting when they are old enough and socio- .
" economic Status. Voting when old enough seems to be an accepted sense of L

duty by a high percentage of student.s from all socioeconomic r;a'tegarjes. .

There is a predictable relationship for talking about politics with friends
o 3 * and socioecononic status. - Students from high socioeconomic hackgmun,qs are ;,

" more wﬂ]\ng to ta1k about paHtIcs with. friends- than studznts frnm

and 'low socweconumic backgrounds ey

Angther ﬁndmv

thi; respnnse is, hlgh for all svcwecnnomc categories:, Hnwever. in v]ab'le L

so:weconomic status It vould seén ‘that socioeco mic status by grades

seven m 1gnq has becnme adess 1mportant factor in detemhmng a cmm gl

‘byv this time been

(hraugh the school
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Table 34 indicates ‘the politital participation motives of boys and girls

in St. dohn's schools.

TABLE 34 .
STUDENT INTEREST -IN POLITICAL PARTICIPATION BY SEX
N I . o

Sex Ce Boys ’ Girls,

Wi11 you vote when o I : . i
+ you -are-01d._enough? L . ot

5 N J
Do:-you ti‘lk abou t 5

polltics with frvendsi A
k Yes b :
FNo »

"Will you run for.
pohtn:al office™
" when . yw are old’ ennugh? -

o YEEY 2

Mayhe .

No .
't Knnw v .




. mtea sintlar respons‘g TMMmdﬁg\Ls differenﬁ Frop- thoseeportéd
<
nyumr esearchers. susan-Clark in -her\l‘gtudy on pa'lilfcﬂ pgrtlcwahan

f cal ‘System;: The pr sént mayor whn is’a voman cnu'ldy provide model. pre A

- potitic Iy is ‘also |

particwpatw’ for fema'le ‘students In the. cit

’ passme that? since women genera'l'ly are tal a“more aetwe role in'society,

scnooT girls may be patterning themselves, after: this role. - When ptfer :

resear;hers such as Greenstein aﬂﬂ C?ar‘k did” the‘lr studies in! the 1960‘5, i, ¥
Wonen took a more:passive volesin sectety. , Femals students. today in these

sane. cities Could possibly dlsphy

a higher degree of. ln:eres\‘. in partlci-

p‘aﬁng i the political systzm LY ‘v 3

B his Kingston study, Jon Pamett ‘found ttat tyge of. s:hnn'l

(rehginn} does influerioé" stidents ! Mterest in pnlltlca'l partwcnpmon

' He_found :m Ca\‘.hnhc school cmmen xpressed a greater interest in’ %
-palitical, participation: than pub'l'u: ‘school children.%® " Findings [ esented
in'Table 36 indfcate how. reHgi:n?é:chmﬂ and ne!ghbnurhnod) affects St.-
John’ s(schnn\ ch'ﬂd_r’en 'S Tntercs pmma\ pamupm\m e TR
\e 3 Tark; 4political Participation in Youry Chﬂdren“. unpubhsﬁea'
th sf\g,}ms rtation Abstract International , 1965, p._ 260

o eg\s%ein iChildren -and Politics, p.-197. 3 A\ Eat
“3%pammett, "The Developient of Political Orientations in Canadian™

‘School Chi1dren“ Cnnndun Jnurnal .af Political Science; Vol. 4;%No. 1,
March 1971. P 13T, = - .
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~~__ STUDENT INTEREST. IN POLITICAL PARIICIPATION BY RELTGION (xnm O
wsmsomon) AR

Panc G
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school ;\

bﬁll you'vote when. -
you are oTd-enough?

A e el 75,88 %70.6%

>80 enho

- No .
Don' t- Know -

s:ho(ﬂ systems zto not (nﬂuence stuﬂent\' lnteutions nf vntm

* Forsome. reason the per@‘f
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* from school[D. A characteristic of school D, such-as a'civig education

program, may accdunt for the high degree of ‘interest in talking about.
politics w{th fFriends. : - .
H\rﬂmngin Table 35 indicates that schdbl. systems do
influence Students® lntem.lons “of running far political office when. old
enough. . Studeiits i schools C, 0, and E, be'longlng to the Romp Cathlic

S:hnu'l System, :onsfscenﬂy 9avg higher perceﬁtage of "yes" résponses .

“of rimning. for pom\cal s ths findh\g is-in keep(ng ith Pamtt,
‘who found that re'Hgion (scho‘u'l) dnes affev:t students ! (nterest in

___,_ SRR e
Pﬂnﬂlett Cal adian‘amlrnal of Political Sz:lem:e*. Vqume 4 No. },
March 1971, BOEITS S R e

N ) . s "
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. sunmv, CONCLUSTONS, AND. IHPLICATIONS ¥
The,purpnse of this' chapter st present a summary of the .

i ! v‘esu'lts M the study, and the conclusions and 1np1|cat1ons + In the 'sumpary

“a brief review will pe given of the problem, -and pmcedure, as well as a
sufimary of ‘the results In the cnnc‘usion the sign\ﬂcance of the find-

L " ings will.bé diséussed. - Based on these findings, |mp1lcat|ons for ‘the

the factors which inf'luence the pmmcal sumahzat\on of s :ohn'é

}

.'cmnd be gamed into stud‘ents,‘ understanding.nf their puhncal wurld

Four, dependent variab'les were 1nveshgat2d Cuns1dera§le attelu;"r

tion has been g\ven tu €ach of these vav-labl es in pn'ch:a'I saci.ﬂizatinn
Titerature, \'hese variables, 1nc’|uded l!l\aw'ledga o{,po”tiCa] ‘léaders

‘and lnstltutinns, ev!'luﬁtwn of.. th! kind uf JDD done’. by pn'l\tica'l ‘leaders . -

and 1nstﬂ:utwns and perceiv!d impﬂrtu

;E of poana‘l and .non- pn'lltica'l

'qticuaes,aga.bghavior). : “u

These ‘four pende vartabes’ “hypothes ized.to be related

to. students ‘grads Jove1 ; sdkioaionontc statis, Sex differences, md
rengmn(/;mm and nefghbortood) . In orde
| auestionnaire'vas adninistered fo:a. sehected sample of 600 5t doha's st
dents ih grades foilr-to el Five schools wer selecte: fron dierenti

to-measure the varlah'les 3 T




* institutionsy’ (B.) Findings related to evaluatio

i abihty to, name the fiayors prem'er, and:prifie minister.: Alsm. it was ot

_gengrapmcal areas of the city in order'to get a cross-section of :he

. papulation. iThe investigator administered the questionnaire in order 28,

overcome anMrnh‘ems caused By reading deficiencies. Once the .data was

collected and t;mn atéd, a series of percentage taples were constructed
ror the purpose of aua1ysu}

+ The findings for this study were categorized into four separate *
¢ategores: (4.) Findings related to knowledge of politicaj 1eaders and
of job done by politi.

cal Téaders and msmq‘mns' and perceived* importance of politica).and

',non potitical rales, (C.) Findings related to partisanship and percel-v-ed

portance‘of election om.cnmes,

/

tt(tndes and' behaywr o

W2 SURMARY GF FINDINGS RELATED.TO KNOMLEDGE OF PLYTICAL 'LEADERS ‘AND
INSTITUTIONS T )
s, found.that grade Teven. a1d not néaence students’ ability

to name the mayor of St. dohn s However, s!udents grade: level affect

J‘.heir ability to nume the premier, and pr1me min{ster A nigher per‘bentage

"of students 1n grades -seven and eight ceu'ld nane the prémier and prie

mm\ste? than stud!nts in rades four, five and six

: _When. responding to a"qnéstibﬁcnnc;rn%ng aiareness of poTitical

1nst1 tions, it was found that St. dohi's scuﬁnrg were-“more aware.of city

cauncﬂ and the House of- Assemlﬂy thal\ t were of Par]iament Students

hy grad! eight, honeve

veen\ed to- be equally awaré of a1l three political

fnstitutions.

Socmecanom‘c status Was' not ari. impurlant “factor |l| studen(s

mpnrgapt i students‘ ‘awareness of minic provincialy ‘and hational

(0.) Fin 1ngs re]ated to parti:ipa\‘.lun.

@
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political institutions. Like socioeconomic.status, sex does not seem to Co.
s ® . play any role in the ability of St. JohA¥s students to nane the mayor,

premier, and $rime minister. Boys and gms tended to_ be equally avare

of all three Dn'liﬂcﬂ leaders. Alsa, boys ll;d girls tended to be equally

avare of city-councii*and the Hotise of ‘Asseabt. However, boys were mBre
ol S adare of Parifanent trz\ qirls, R g ClE
: + §chool. systehs (Catholic or puh’Hc) d1d not 1nf1uence St Juh
S students .-ability to name :he naynr, premier, or prime m{Mster Also, 5 4
= school systems did not influeice. stugents’ siareness of city cowndil, the

House of Asse-my or Parl fament. : . : -t : B
. B.. 'SUBARY OF-FINDINGS RELATED TO EVALUATION OF J08.DONE BY: POLITICAL

J# 7 7 LEADERS AND INSTITUTIONS AND PERCEIVED INPORTANCE OF FOLITICAL AND .
£ i NOn-pOLTFICAL RoLES

Students 4n"the “Tower grades (four. five, and six) were more

willing to give'a positive response than students in grades- seven ind

; . elght, when asked to:réspond to the kind of Job done’ by municipﬂ. pro.

“vincial, and. nmnnn poH:'n'I 'leaders.ami mstitutlans, A1sn,,1t was
faund that ‘the-percentage of "don’t know" responses weve, filghat 4] ‘arade
1evels for students' ‘evaluation of the kind of :]nb done’ by. Parfament. -In -

)

responding tu the 1u|portance of.the roles. performed by cemln penule in

society,- students“in all grades' (four to eight) gaye'a [very positive = .

response to ‘the rote’ of the Queen.. However, 2 Tow percenhga 113) of grades oS
four and five students saw"the priné minister's role as. 1|lportant but,’
v = this m 1ncrnsed to 45 9 percent by grade eight.' :

Socioeconnmc statys‘did influence students’" respnses concern- ~

> e % %, i g
ing the kind of: job_done by the mayor-. an SES students wer-' more wﬂ]ing o 4 »

%

] S than high SES students to say-that.the mayor Was doing a véry:good Job:




- thel Folés pérformad by icertatn.people fn society:

. R

chever, SES d\d not mf'lueﬂce studen ! responses to theskind of juh done

by the premier and prime minister. When evaluating the kind of job done,

by’ city council, the House of Asgemh1y‘ and Parliament, it was found that
Sy .
students—ffom low SES backgrounds were more willing than high SES stulents

o give, city council a’positive résponse. The role perforned by the Queen
was seen to be very fnportant by a igh percentage of students fron all
khiee socioedonomic categories. . The prime minister's role was given a
somewhat Tower rating, with high SES students being the most ppsitive.

y ™

’

ere wikding to.give a’"very'good" responsé wher questionedzon the: kind

There were no jmportant differences between ‘boys and girls who.
- LF >

~“of job done by the mayor; prenier, and prife ninfster..

{more apt:than g1r'|s to give'a vbad!

Appendix AL) -6irls were-more wu)(g to make' positive responses to thz\
King of Job dorie by municipal, provmcia]

‘and.riational poht1ca1 EEER
institutions. The percenqge of "don't know" responses was high for both

sexes when evaWuating the kind* of Job done by poHﬁ:al (nsl"tut(ans 3

No differences were found betwean students in schopls. belonging
to the Avalon Cunsohdnted School Board and students in schools belonging
to the $ti John's Roman Catholic School Board in their evaluatio of mun1c~

~ipaT, pro v‘nc‘a 5 and nntiuna'l political Weadews and~1nst|tut|_nns. Hnwev!r,

Ehere Viere 'differences based on schmﬂ systems ( stidents' evaluation of

A'muchhigher percertage
of “studenfs attendlng Roman’ Catholic schools respond!ad that the rolesof

el igfous Teader. was fmportant.

~

C.,.- SUMMARY .OF FINDINGS RELATED 70 PRRTXSANSHXP I\Nﬂ PERCEXVED IMPDRTANCE
OF, ELECTION. OUTCOM S

However, boys yere. o

response to.these auestfons. (SEE\ s
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" school children. A high percentage of students in grades four fo Eight

i said that it does make a difference which party wins an election. Also,
P ! s '~
. a high’ percentage of students at each grade Tevel expressed a party.
preference. .

Party identifi@htion of St. John's school children was not

-assogiated with socioeconomic status. There were no_socioeconomic, thfferences

betueln students who responded to a question asking them if it makes a
. di fference which side wins an electicn, Firthernore, ‘a high percentage of -
f students from a1l sncioecommic categories expressed & party preferem!"

L1ke socioeconomic status sex dlfferem:es were: ot related to students'

responsés to ‘a question’asking them which sid wins an. eTection.: Hokever, :

L it-vas rmmq that Boys"were more Willing than girls.to' éxpress a‘party’

‘preference;
i sl oMo

b ¢ . responses to

differences were Found based-on schdol systens’ in students’ "

a guestion asking “them AF 1t makes any 4 fferénce’ which side

. wins'an’ eTe:Nan A high per‘:entage of studen:s in a171 schools sa1d f.hat

it did make a difference. Msu, no differences were_found between stndents

from different religions- in expressing a preference for a particilar

Q = pohum pmy. X 2 . /‘
D. ' SUMMARY OF FINDINGS RELATED,T0 PARTICIPATION ATTITUDES AND BEHAVIOR

Concerning mceres(m_[mmcaypar‘mi‘pacjo among St. Johp's

were found betwesn students at the varfous -

schiool children, o di ¥érenc

- grade 1evels who see‘\mting‘as luty to.be. pérfored: by everyone who “is

o1d enough. -When asked. their 1ntentinns of rysining:for ol itical nffh!e

when old. ennugh. alow. _percentage gave a “yes" response. However, the -

significanny, and the percentage of




|
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)
"gon t ktow" responises increased at grades’seven and eight. = &

There was no |mportant relmnnsmp betegn St. John' <« students!
attitude toward voting when tl“ey are'old, enough and socioeconomic status.
A higher percéntage of Students Frgn Migh socioecononic  backgrounds
about politics with friends than students from middle and-low socioecononic
backgrounds. No di fferences Were found between students of various socio-
econoni¢ status and expressions of inténtions of rumning for-politidal
office when. they ar§eld enqun. ‘

{ Findings relited f 5t domn's students' interest in potitical
purhctpat'on (n’ﬁ’*ts that sex di fferences were not linked with the ""
boys ‘and-giFls fn say‘lng that everyone who- is old” enigh
‘that a n”’ﬁ?r percentage of giﬂs
than boys talk about po'lit'lcf wi&i\d\‘e‘}r friends ;Mo differences vere

shou'ld vote, * ‘It was found /f\nweve

an\md hetween boys and girlsy in express{\ng their ‘lntentmns of Y'Lmnlng for

[
Jolitical office When old enoug

+ Relliglon was rot assouated with students' interest in-political
partic‘pat‘lon No' differences were found -between’ students attendiig . .
different, denonfnationl’ schools (piblic and Catholic) wher responding b
quéstions-on: their intRTions of Voting when 01d-enough, talking gpo

politics with. friends, or running’ for polTtical office when old enough’. ~

A eiistos ; G-

(i When analyiing the|findings concerning students' knowledge of
politics, evaluation of the fob done by Teadérs and'institutions.and per-
(< 2

ceived inport! e of polfticy] and non-political -roles, ‘partisanshipand

as L e N
peréeived imporganct

of election, outcoes , and participation (attitudes

and behavior), it must'be nuI‘ €d that many, differences were'not ‘consistently

/‘ ‘.‘ A " ) : VA' 1 ¥

i
¢
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Targe fora1l independent variables.- For instafte, students' knowledge of
“politics was not gensistently related to grade level, socioegonomic status,

sex differefces, and religion (type of school)., Students - at all gr‘ade

Tevels tended to be equally aware of the maym', however, Students in the

h1'§her grades (seven and
v

prine.minister. Like giide 1evel, findings revealed that socioeconomic

J® status, sex ditfgrences, and rélig(y\/_\rz Tiot a1w‘ays consistent in S

relation to students' knnw]édge of o'litfca'l 1eaders and institutions.

Ksith students' knowTedge of po'l'ltlca'l Teaders “and msmumns,
a simﬂar picture can also be drawn for eva1uatmn af pnhti:a] Ieaders

‘and instltunons pav’tisansmp, and partmpatm ) For each of these; 'the

‘ re'lat(nnsh!p with grude 1eve\ snéxoeconcmne smus, sex di fferances, ‘and

religion Were: found to be cans1s€ent i some case: 1n:uns1sma in-
“others. O of the more hlteresﬁng Findings reorted jn the study showed
‘that girTs tended to be more interested than boys fiv-certain aspects of
political participation. Mso, amtper mteresting Finding concerned. the
-high percentage of Sti" John's stndents who were willing to express a
preference for a particular political party. In-fact, the percentagé was
s gnificantly higher ‘than any. reported. fron.other stadies’ conducted {n
Canata and the United States. oA 3

Schao1 systems did-not: have H very mportant infl aen:e .on the
Gur de‘ﬁenaen: variables.. Findings: showed: greater variations within rather :
J-than across denominations, espectally” for public schogls. The only fnport-
agg difference across denorinatons wais the higher percertage of Students .
in ‘atholic schools who saw the ipor-tance; of the religious Teader’ in‘our

sociely. - 3 7

ght) tended to be more aware of the premier and .




el

_reported in this study Suggest that:a’ currfculun change may be needed in el

By which individuals can Tegitimitely  influénce governnent.’ The school
y e patae ;

- - . " ~

o e ) :

IM!’LICATIDNS g
This study into the political soéuamacmn [of St. John"s school
children hasa nunbers of important implications for_the social studies -
curriculun ‘in Newfoundland, with particular emphasis on civic education.
The findings of the study suggest that children‘have acquired many ol tigal
concepts’ and attitudes by the time they reach grade four; ‘and these concepts
and attitudes are exp;nde by the eighth grade. Assummg the importance of

schiools +n the political socialization process of children, the Findiigs

thede: grades. if basy concepts about the" Cariadian | puhtica'l'system are £6
be developed “adetl e'ly.— o 5 SFE 3 b

® The data from this study (ndlcates that Chﬂdren in the 1ower

grades first_develop.a knowledge of political figures, and- this develops

Jto-an awareness. of political institutions, and:finally to some understand-
ing of the political process for students in,grade eight. This would
suggest that it is desirable to develop civic education prograns that
concentrate less on formal instruction dbout poHHca'l\institutions and

more on’ concepts of political power and influence as found in the persom-

ties of political leaders. :
\' d Findings in the study jndicate that St. John's schuov-c‘h{\dren
tend fto be soneuhat >passive in expressiné intentions’ of participating in
the political system ~ This suggest that ciVic education pmgrums mighte: ’

place more émphasis on the ways clt\zens can influence and participate in

; the political decision-making processes of the.country. It is not enough

¥ > N,
for the school to teach students about the rights and obligations of
voting. ~Students must also'be given an understanding of the ways and means
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curriculin does not adiquately sxplain and: eephas ize the “importance 5F
group action to achieve.desirable ends. Théreis tio nuch stress on the’
ideal norms ®nd not encugh on the Tess p1éasant facts of political 11fe.
#hile it would probably be ‘umnise to discuss pol itical corription in the )
early grades; the process of soctalizmtion shuld include,a somewhat more
realdstic view of the operatiom of the political system. -

It was also reported.in this study that & high percentage of

 students st all grade levels expressed & party preference. This -finding is_

different from tiose reported-in other studies which found party identific -

cation 1o be: ok for studen:s’fmm or.her Harts OF Camadar. . Since- party |

mennmmenp Mgh among schoo chFTdran in St. J6hn s, the school .

CurvicuTun.should emphasize the fn fluerce: of ol 1tical partiés ‘on’ the system

of gaverment. By stidying :poTitical parties; studerts can gain a greater

insight into political fdeoTogies. A study of political. party ideology “

should involve the origins of political parthes, the develoment of theé-
fdeas held by the di fferent olitical parties, and why people support a
garticular party. Sucha study into party politics will make Students more
arare: of how -they can use political parties to Fully partmpate‘!n the
plitical systen, ( -

A Some nifferwes 1n student potitieal soctalization remed to :
socioeconomic status and sex wer.e repnrted in thestudy. It wnuld appear.
that the school through itsthclal studies curriculin nust try to-see “that

. A 'y ot

these differences are overcome. ’ e

I‘F a social stndies curr1 culum is tn be devised that helps.

students to" quy realize the‘lr pol 1Nca'l soniﬂ ixut(on process , a number of
+things have to be consmered. First, gducators must realize that students

aré‘much nore aware of their polftical world than we give then credit..

&
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* Findings presented in this gnd othgr'stu&ﬂes indicate that-students” have an -

awareness 'of the

sociéty.

: Lee -, RN
r < ! 7 &

.

It is based:.upon this l'nfﬁmlaﬁun that a civ(v: édu:ation

es played by political leaders and: institytions in

progran nust beadeveloped that, is more in tune with students’ ant?caT

)
sotlatizition needs, dohntogan, wrmng or pbht\ca'l edu:ab{on in

8,

e] ementar_y schools stated that: . {

the development of a c(mzenry ‘capable of — * .

making rational decisions through the reflect-
dve examination of socio-political issues of |
personaT, or. pubTic concern should be.a mjor,

‘u'lum tbe present state of social stuthes ‘teaching aught to be cuns1dered

- ipolitical education should take place within

U w‘i\‘.h ‘his socio- pom.‘ca!

of civic in-our—-schools .
The rationale rests on-several asserta fon;

the.socialistudies curriculumi i should

encourage-open-mindedness; it sheuld "!ea:h ¥
studénts how'to. inquire mher “than. to conform;
it should provide’for individuals foi
rational: deci;wns and.-arrive ‘at tentative -
_conclissioris; ‘and o, prepere-the indiyidial . to

Fully. functioning citizen who s able:'to capg
nnrnnment

|
Second. bes1des creating a ‘nore.- sffective socidl ,studies currlc-

Tive:in- & vorld' of change as:an active, effectwe.’

\It will be orﬂy futile to change the cu.rnculum :nntent without adequately

train‘lng teathers to deﬂ with thls change. A B. Hddgetts. 1n his hook

What Culture?

b

.5 The deficiencies in subject matter and teaching

at Henta 2, wri "

Yoy departments of educamn allow and universi-
..ties.continue to give courses_‘that perpetuate
maiy of the weaknesses:that we have found ‘in
elementary anp secnndary schoo 1. Canadian studies

‘methods . in ‘the” CAadian“studies’ classiogn. are.

"partly. a direct product of what.goes. on in_teacher- )

training dnstitutions and universities:
- graduate from institutiensof hiaher learn
many of the weuknesses 1n w1 e

=

chers;.

ge: av\d in qth T

'S

g with

Ahstract Internatwnal 7

L.jofiy Cngan olitical Edication
Deulsinn-Making Rationale’ i (unpubTished ~Ph

ivL the. E1ementary School=

thesis, i Dissertation.

b
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| intel1ectua) -qualities that their own future

“students will reflect in-the: ‘Canadian stud1es
c1assropm %

vwma Franklin a'lso suppnrts f.he dea thaf teachers have'to ~

be. g1ven better train'lng In social stud\es education. In h’rief,}. S

socm’l ‘studies curr!cu’l um,

x stucly shuuM be cdhducted hwai vmg the use-of other .’ 4
yariah]'eg- vsuciSs the |nf1ueneg oi the medh and pee grnups on: student i :

nkl e:of the EIeme ta) ary ol Teacher
it1cal Soc1auzat1an Pmcess”,\ unpubnsned Ph. .. thesis Diss
taﬂun Abstract: InteéPnationa 72, 105/
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actual political secialization process of each child. . .
’\ -4, Research is needed on student political soc{quahon in

Labrudor Students in this part of the prov1nce may have a d1fferent ‘

,perceptlon of the poHﬂ: g_r’ld than do-students ‘from the island of

4 Neufolmdland. : -
i~ 6, S1n:e the preseni !Ed

ly- only. mclnhe’d siudents in grades

|n order to sez if girls‘are exprasslng

gr!ater inteﬂtlons of becoling |nvo!ved in po'litics. Msn :oﬂparisnns
could be llaﬂe with other cities that have women mayors to see if this has _

an influence. '_ &
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. APPENDIX A
NEWFOUNDLAND SCHOOL QUESTIONNAIRE

GRADE 4 5 6¢ 7 B AGE
BOY . GIRL = =
M}tERE DOES YOUR FATHER WORK?.

WHATKIND OF WORK DOES YOUR FATHER USUALLY 007 . :
" IR YPUR FATHER IS NOT WORKING NOW, WHAT DOES HE DO WHEN DE IS WORKING?

L4 Z
R iR * * -
- - . }
1. THE MAYOR OF ST. JOHN'S IS:
(1) Frank-Moores b (4) “shanie Duff
(2) Ray 0'Neill (5) DGn"t Know
(3) Dorothy Wyatt | s
2. WHAT KIND OF JOB HAS THE MAYOR BEEN DOING? '
(1) very good \ (4)" ba
(2) fairly good / (5) Don't Know
. (3). not very good .
3. HAVE YOU HEARD OF .THE-ST."JOHN’S-CITY COUNCIL? -
(1) “Yes = Tl (2) Mo -

VL WHAT KIND OF J08 NAS THE ST. JD_IN'S CITY ,COUNCIL :BEEN DOING?

(1) " very good (4) bad B
(2): fairly.good , °.. : * o (8) Don't Know. .
(3):: not very good .. . . 2y i
% St Lo A i
5. THE PREMIER OF ‘NEWFOUNDLAND ‘IS: M e
(1)’ Wi111an_Rowe ol (8 pierre Trudeau
(2)... Frank Moores g (5) " Don't Know 3

(3) /Jofin-Crosbie
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6. WHAT KIND OF J0B HAS THE PREMIER OF NEWFOUNDLAND BEEN DOING?
(1) very good * (4) bad £
(2) fairly good (5) Don't Know . X b
(3) not very good iy 5
p 7. WAVE YOU HEARD OF THE NEWFOUNDLAND HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY?
% ) Yes @ o )
: E “WHAT KIND OF |J0B HAS THE NEWFOUNDLAND HOUSE:OF ASSEMBLY BEEN DOING? -
{ .v\ryigoo'y e G (4) bad . / Sl
’ ) f:\yrl'y"g?oq_ S SR -(5).~Don’t-Know | )
A 437t very:good 3 S Rt =
3 e BRSO 23 T g
& THE * PRIME- MINISTER ‘OF CANADA IS: Bl -
(1) Joe’ Clark . 0 " (4) Pierre Trudeau | 3
(2) - Dorothy Wyatt . . (5) Don't Know .
b (3) - Joey Smallwood ) )
10, WHAT KIND OF J0B HAS THE PRIME MINISTER BEEN DOING? Ve et
¥ (1) very good , (4) “bad )
i (2) fairly godd - * . (5) Don"t ‘Know .
= (3)- not very Jood - : i *.
11, HAVE YOU HEARD OF PARLLAMERT2 - - ot - .
N - o o ; pen <L
(1) Yes:, ~-: e A7 \ (2)". No _—
% % ¥ \ & P E
i © . 12. WHAT KIND OF J0B HAS PARLIAMENT BEEN DOING? )
; w2 Ly verx:giznd' i - : (4) »ba‘d‘f'
6 A o S (2) fairly good (5)- Don't Know., " g i e
1 : (3) “not very good* | .- % e el et B Yt
Lo 3 e o )
; 3,
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13. Check the names of FOUR:(4) people you think are most important in
.the Tist. Choose them in order of preference: FIRST 1 very important,
—9EEOND 2 important, THIRD 3 less important, and FOURTH 4 not. very

. important.
k Mayor of a city Judge

Prime Minister . -~Police Chief

Governor General . Doctor "
- Queen - School Principal ~5

Lawyer ) Re\ig\"u\(sv\.\éader L

14. Tmnk abnut what you would 1ike- to do, whan you have a Joh Check
FOUR (4) jobs ‘in order of preférencé, (1, you would hke A
when you are o'lder

Jutige’

Mayur of a clty

 Prime Minister 2 Police Chief

o 2 Gnvernur General L Doctor
~Queen ' School Principal N :
Lawxer Religious Leader. \\

=+ 16.  HOW:OFTEN.DO YOU THINK GDVER“MENT MAKES MISTAKES.

(1) never . s '(4) a1l the time
(2)  sometiries *(5). Don't Know
(3) often ‘

16. EVER)’ONE NHD Is OLﬂ ENOUGH SHOULD VOIE AT ELECTION TIME. WILL VOU
VOTE HHEN YOU ARE -0LD EN(}UGH? B

(1) Yes : (2) o’ . (3) Don't Know

3 ;o K , 17. D0-YOU .TAL'K ABOUT POLITICS WITH YOUR FRIENDS?
1) Yes. g () Mo 3 s iy

S 181 WILL YOU:RUN FOR POLXTICAL OFFICE WHEN YOU ARE OLD'ENOUGHS

N L) ves 3) o'
(2) Maybe Cog U T (4) Dot knoi

>




19.

_2) Conservatives-(PC)

D0 YOU THINK IT MAKES MUCH DIFFERENCE WHICH SIDE WINS AN ELECTION?

(1) Yes 2 ho (3) Don't Know
IF YOU WERE OLD ENOUGH, WHOM WOULD YOU VOTE FOR MOST OF THE TIMET
(Check ONE only.)
t1) Liberals (3) New nmcrm;(unp)

{8) Bon't K_n%i;
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Main Library
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