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The purptﬁi of this .study was to analy®e and cémpare’
the content’o stHe fourth, fifth and §ixth grade ‘basals.
of the -1975 and 1983. editions of. the Nelson Lan 2

£ d‘?tﬁ 3 s§_‘ anguage

Developmental ' Reading pro The * speciflc ,areas

.Investigated ‘were  the ' depictions .of - (a) mares and.

"i‘emales, (b) ethnic 'grouns{ (c),‘tne elderly. (d)\\the

dls;pled and ‘te) reading. The analysls -also sougnt to

determine. the . extent ‘of’ Ghnad ién., cortant in the - two .’

edrtionss’ L Ty o)

’ ¢ 3 Y .
. The conte‘nts~cf ‘the basalreaders were scrutinized

by means of an analys«s kit bnsed on A consumer s Gulde-

)

tp"séx*kamrm Career El'ﬂ"mc schooi Textbooks.

an. analysls package deve\oned by Brlttcn’ and Lumbkln

18770y After the two edltlons of the ‘Nelson L guage

-Developmenta'l” ReadIng prdgram hag Been analyzed according -

‘to -the criterla of 'the analysis I, the analysis was

a
subjected: to a.rater- rate\' test ofirellabl 1ty"
T The- results of the’ analysis sugqeatgd that . some
atte'ntlon had bpen glven to the portrayais oF males and

e

females in the 1983 edltlon. as glrls.and boys were fqund

o e equally rapresentee, Women, -howeveF, ‘were. dlis-
N g :

covqred to be poorly depicted I compar Ison to-men In




: .' both edltlcns. Althougn ‘a compm—l’son cf tne multlethnlc

.content of the two editions revaulmd that soine DOSH:IVe

_changes had acpurreg. thevuse of lllustrumns tc dennel 5 g

‘ethnicity In the 1983 edrtion Inﬂlcnted that the changes‘

t R . were qunnt]rtatlve ruter\ Athan auall(atlve Whlle the

content “of ‘both. edltlons was found to be predcmlnantly

canan(an, " ‘some (mprovements . in t‘he uuallty \N the R

canad lan content ln tne ‘953 adltlon ere doted. Wy

The' ‘arfalysis reveale,d ‘that the elderly .and " the.

. disabled were lnadequutely portrayed in bgin the 1975 and- "
* 1983' vedlt’luns.‘ The Investlgntor bellevsd that the lack
of uroqres: was ncrt surpfising -as concerns. about the

o portrayal’ ‘of “ihe elderiy . and the dli ablng&J—————

gt

i »
’rencers may nave .been Volced too.late to_ha had

ct on’the 1983 ‘edition. The act of neadlng wa's. found

"to be poorly d!ploted In bcth edltTons. Thls flndlng was

perplaxlnq glven tnat Basal ‘eudlng-seﬂes are des!gned

as tools for . teachlng reudlng.” P .
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CHAPTER I

- introduction

Introduction to the Problem

Accrding' to Rosenblatt (1968) the text ‘embodies
verbal stimill tnwnr&__n speclal kind of Intense and
ordéred experience-sensuous, intellectlal, emotidnal-out
of which soclal insights may arlse™ (p.31-32). °

JHuck . (1979) stét‘es that reading “ge'tﬁ/u; out of DLII:

own time and'place, out of ourselvBs; but In the end Lt

.wlll return us'-to ourselves, a |lttle different, a |Ittle - -

changed by this exper lence" (p.702).

Statements, simiiar, to the two above, may have
prpmpted Smith (1948) to conclude thdt the bellef that
onal and social values may be der Ived: from reading

always been acgepted wlthout Question. Smith®recog-

~nized that so much credence had been placed In the

assurg\pt'lon that reading can Influence personal and soclal

values, that few attempts had been miade to probe ‘Its

possibllities for statistical evidence. Smlth asked 5§02

i : 0
fourth-, £lifth-, and sixth-grade students how they were
Influenced by' reading: An analysis of the resppnses

¥ Indlcated éhnt attltudes (I'.e., . 60.7% of the cases),

behaviour (l.e., 9.8% of the total) and- Idémd (1.e..
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30.1% of the sample) had all been affected by reading.
Furtifer evidence of the Influence of reading was
gathered by. Welngarten (1964) and Shirley (1969).
v;elngartan's surveayb of 1255,x Freshmen and Sophomore
students In 17 colleges and universities In the U.S.A.,
revealed that In reading, ‘he -~students found a means for
selfiheip bn ‘sélving thelr probiems of . personal and

soclal adjystment. Shirley, who useu"a questionnaire and
p p i :

IntervieW technlglie to Investlgate the effect of reading
on auolescents" self-1mage 'unn toncept of self—wortn“ in

the wol—!dly scheme. reported that only 'vs o( the 420 high

“school studants who were. the subjects of the_ study’

‘admitted no personal Influence from reading.

* Studles Involving preschoolers and  k|ndergarten

studentd have shown tnat even the perscnﬂ and soclal

<4 o i
‘values of very young children can be changed by Ilstening

to storles. “Barclay (1974) found that the attitudes of

kindergarten chl.idren about women In careers were easlly

Influenced. by ' hearing storles about mothers who w'orx\.
Berg-Cross and Berg-Cross (1978) reported that Ilstening
o _plcture storybooks that ‘expressed .soclal values

resulted In signiflcant changes In. .the attltudes and

values of 4 to 6-year-old chlldrem. = * . -
A T

Some studies hawe been concerned wlth ‘the poss-
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Ibility of modifying raclal attitudes through reading.
Jackson (1944) exposed -a group of White Junldr high
schooi students to flction Which pressnted Biacks Tn ‘a
sympathetic |ight. After encounterYng the fiction, the
attitudes of the experimental_group- became more favour-
able towards Blacks.while the attitudes of the control
group who did not read the story remalnéd :ne _same.

thcher and Johnson (1969) also lnvesthated ‘the nssump-

.tlon that readlng could help 'White childrin® develop more -

favourable attltudes tD Elucks ‘The suh]ects of the
study were 68 second- grade students‘ who Attended schools
in.a clty wnqe the Elack ponulatlon adcounted fer Ie_ss

than~o.2% of the total population of 50 thousan

. . The
children assigned to the control group used .regufar {;ocks_
for reading Instruction while thé experimental group used
multiethnlc books which portrayed Blacks.as belng hard-

working, nicely dressed and as having .other middie-class .

.cnaracterlstl'::'s_. " After using the multiethnic reading

books for 4 months, the experimental group responded
signiflcantly more favourably to Blacks on four tests of

racial attltudes than dlid the control group.

i Desulte tr\e flndlngs oi Litcher and Johnson' (1969),

»Jackson (1944) .and ‘others,A some. questions have been

ralsed ‘concerning the Influence of reading on values and

v
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attltudes: first, there-ls concern that as chlildren and

adults respénd to books In a highly Indjividualistic

manner, there Is no way to predict the exact Impact that
a book will have on Its readership (Edwards, 1972;
Russell, 1968; Tibbetts, 1978):  secondly,' there Is
concern that as the task of .separating the effects of
.reading . from other 'environmental ef'fectg Is almost
Impossible, It Is difficult to defline the exact Impact of
reading on attitudes and values (Beach, 1976; Kingston &
Lovelace, 1977-78; Tibbetts, 1978; Zimet, 1976y,

) Personal , testimony, however, coupled wlth the
findings of research which Indicate that reading does

Inf;)encg values, have |led to: concerns about what

children read. These concerns contlnue ‘to exist despite®
‘the doubts. that have been -ralsed as to the precise
effects of re\dlng. B B
Statement of ‘the Problem & Co

Much of. the concern over what children read has
focused on basal readers, the books used for reading
“instruction. Attentlon has.been glven to the content of
basal readers for two ressons. First, becauSe of the
wide and captive readershlp of basal readers. 'Acc;:rdiﬁg

to Moore (1984), basal readers are used.in approximately *
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95% of Dubilc schools In the U.S.A.. Secondly, because

of the young and Impfessionable age of the children for
_ ' whom most basal serles are .Intended (Baskin, 1981;
Stefflre:! '1959). RobIn (1977) bel leves that mnny‘
children derfve thelr first view of the world Bayond
thelr Immediate environment from basal relders.’ Sordeipn
! . 5.
(1985) and Saarlo, Tittle and Jackliin (1973) maintain
that young chilaren are .particularly |Ilkely “to be
Influencéd by the world View presented In basal readers

because they percelve It,a'Y belpg backed by the'authority

of the school..’
b %

The fact .that so many Young chlldren. come,ln contact

X with basal- readers prompted.Britton (1975) to describe
the basalireader as "a powerful soclallzatlon tobl which
transmits many messages® (p.52)% .The resdits of many
analyses of reading series have I.nd'lcat’;d that some of
the messages ‘conveyed to children ‘through basal readers

are less than desirable. representatlon of males and

/females, In particular, ed cohsiderable concern.

Females have.been found o be portrayed In.a numerically'
' limited S and restricted ashlon, while stereotyped
" deplctions of malés have alse been noted .(BrItton, {973;

Frashg_,: & waiker, 1972; :I;;l"lmcr & Long, 1979-80; Marten &

Matiln, t976). The discovery of Inadequatée portrayals of




Hod 9 : Content Analysjs

28

males and females has resulted In demands by educators 5

. for mere !'Bl'l!th character lzatlions of the sexes. In ‘
basal readers. . . -

' The -fact that some ethnic mingrity groups have been e

f‘ound to be underrepresented both qualitatively and £

sy d quantatively In basal readers has also prompted concern

(Britton & Lumpkin, 1977a; Butterfleld, Demos, A'Grnnt. Moy
- A v Y

& Perez, 1979; Kyle, 1575;'Mccumneon, 1979). According

to Butterfleld et.al. (1979}, the poor representation of |

\etbnle minor|tles in basal reudera means that minorlty

T . : orodu\chlldren\su‘lfer a 'dn!ly abuse: of thelr. Dr,lde} and ,_ ¥

4 ul,gnlt)(’ while using these materials Hecuus;'they are
taught inaccurate or Aster‘eotyped Information®, while
nt}&mlnorlty group chlluren “are glven a false sense of

) ( sunerlorlky“ (p.382). - Litcher unu Jonnson (1969) bel leve
thl! reading muta\lals which contrnﬂlct rueln'v prejudice
and aterentypes could help chlldren In predominantly
“White areas uevelcp .nbsltlve attitudes towards Blacks.

LN & Analyses qf basal readers have dlscovared Dcor

}. . N uepn’:tlnna of the elderly, (Kln'gskon & Dro_tter.v 1981;
Ui Rlibovich & Dea_y.' |}_934) ,!l"ld the d‘lsabled ‘(B’“km»' 19815,
Hopkins, - 1982) as wehl. -_gu'smln ‘Baltovad that & ‘more
lﬂequlte portrayal 6f the disabled In bushl readers wauld

only be Just. ccnsldarlng ‘the parcpntaﬂs of children who
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have dlsabl}lltles. _Furthermore, according to Hopkins,
basalstories which feature the disabled could ald the
Integration of handlcapped students . Into the regular
classroom by sensitizing malnstream students. with
‘regards to the elderly, a more reallistic depiction |=(
seen as Ihnor‘tant In order to help children form correct
*  beilefs about.old age, and understand the challenges and
pioblems of -the elderly. ' The need for Improved por=
trayals of the elderly in basal readers Is  seen by S8iFa
and’Lamb (.1554) ‘as belng partlcularly .Impo‘rtant In ‘an age
Kk In whicn cnlldren are, be-:omlng more MSh1ated from ‘the

elderl.y Inreal iMife. g ER .

2 . -
In additlon to- the attentlon g¢fiven to sex-stereo-—

3 typlng-and the portrayal of minority groups, some studles

have examined the depiction of reading In basal readers .

and ‘found- few incldents Jof _characters readlhg (HAll, BT el

1983; .Snyder, 1979). _ Hall- (1983) ang Snyder (1979)

belleve  that basal ‘readers which prominently’ feature
revadlngr skiils In-use can help children to understand the
purppses aitd Importarice of reading, The}d‘nnanlan content < |
'or" basal readers has also been exnmlnad’i ahd while the
. " Canadlan contant of some bnsnl ‘reading ser Ies nas been
found lto be quuuate (Lor Imer & Long: 1979-;0). the '

Canadlan conlen: _[Of other. series has baUund to' be

o G
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poor (Lorimer, Harkley, lsong & Tourell, 1878). Lor Imer
et a¥¢ 7(1878) belleve that basals used In. Canadian
schools should have sultable: Canadian .content so that =

P students experience their own culture and not that of

Anothsj country..

As -some of the: massnaes In.basal readers have been

o f 7 v
» . found to be less ‘thnn desirable, tnla study sought ' to
Lo examine -the content of the . fourth, flfth and- sixth’ grade
S basals of wthe 1976 and 1983" editions of the Nefson | © ‘.

et L steloﬂental Reudlng pranrum The speclllc

= areas Investlgnted fn this analysis were the deplictions

Jn of males and femalaa. atnnlc.group:. the elde}ly._thé‘ :

‘dlsa‘bled nnd reading. The annlysl: “also sought - to™

detarmlne the a}tant of .Canadian content In " the two

odltlons. The results-of the examtnations of the 1975

and 1983 editions were compured to determine whether or

not cnx;s In tha por(rnynls of males ahd females, the :

var jous’ Incrlty nraups. re_adlna and tha.degree of

canadlan'contant had occurred.. .
\ . voA

= g s
nificance of the Analysis -

Kyle (1978) maintains that evaiuations of new basal
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readlaner les are nécessary to determine whether or not.

the concerns and advlc; generated "by »una!y:es,’ of older
basal reading .series have had any positivé effects.
According to Brittoh and Lumpkin (1877a) concerns’ about
“the convtent:/of basal readers have led some publishers to
4 formulate guldelines to eliminate blas. An examination
of pre ~and postguldeling reading ser-les’, = howevers’
prvcm;p'ted Brlt’t‘on and Lumpkin to congiude that "puil'lisners
seem more Inclined to publllls-h the guldel ines than to take
.‘méaéurnme, pbjecﬂve'f‘_‘nctl'cn;s to . enforce them" (p.45) .-
L Because of the fnll;:re of publ|§ﬁers to act hpo_n .advlc_e;
‘Britton and Lumpk In” ¥eel that reading m terl;ls'mﬁst«_be_
'monltor?c; by persons without vested Interest In the pub-
Iishing business. Rupley, ~Ga‘.rcrla and_ Longnion (1981)
argue that because of the “length of t,lme.lnvo_l.v.ed in
pr‘_oduclng‘va' reading series, the texts that BFitton and
L_d%pkln :eslg_n'uted_ as belng 7"pos‘t—guldellne" were
'_Actual}y developed prior to the v;ave of cohcs;n for eg_uul"

‘representation of sexes. ‘'Consequently, Rupley et

1981) feel that examlinat fdns of more 'current reading

series ' are war_rantéd to  see whether. publishers’

guldelines have |ndeed taken effect. . ..

Apart from- being a means of exerting pzessuré\o(
. publishers to represent.certain sectors of ;oclét} with
; - 2 S 3
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greater—accuracy, a content analysls of a basal reading

serfes can act as a gulde for prospective buyers (Kyle,

10781 Logan. & Garcla, 1983). Furthermore, an examin¥ lon
_of the content of basal readers can serve to aleft

. teachers, who are offered llttle or no choice as to the

reading texts they can use; to Inadequacles that need to
be counteracted ; In . the - classroom. - (Bordelon,” 1985;

H

content. of "basal readers used:'In Canada may be part-

leurarly pressing for, ,according fo 'Lorimer et al.

‘(:1577-78). little attentlon has been glven to. what Is -

read In Canadlan scncols. "

- An. Annlysls of "the elementary grade‘,basuls pf the
1976 and 1983 edlitions of the" Nelsor\ Language Deveiop-—
‘mgntal Rendlng program would seém apprpprlate “to see If
the pub!lshers Df the scrles have tnken no{lce of the

‘concerns whlch would have been voleed before the latest

ins, 1982; Schulwitz, 1976).. The need to analyze the.

Content Analysls

adltlon had Its beglnnlngs. 'In addjtion, Jt Is hoped

that the \_flndlngs 'ef vth‘ls study‘_wl Il act as. a guldel ine
: for. ‘prospective buy‘ers of the 1983 edition of ' the Nelson
L’un’guag’e Deve‘logment Réudlng gN'etwcrks)/D‘rog’an .and-‘ F;ar‘
’tanchers in pvovlncas where the 1983 edition has been
orflc)ally udoptad for clsissroom use .by tne prov!nclal

Mlnlstry of Educatlon. - - % . .
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Definition of Terms

In order for the analysls to be ‘as ohjective as <

possible, the Investigator predefined all_the categorles

that were to be recorded. The following Ilst. of defin-
\ i .
Itions, ther&fore, Includes each category definition as G

well as other definfftions utilized In this study. . 4
teenage years or older. -

‘ - . _E
~ - articles, storles, .plays, -and' poems,
designed .for 'classroom: reading ‘Instruc-

e e

Basal reading A serles‘of basal readers, such as the

series: ' Nelson L Developmental Reading
, . program, . gublished by a Gompany for usé at
Fog= vardous: Srade; Teves; o
Blography:  « Storles abbut real people-either living or ol
- " .dead, told by themselves or others. ’ ]
Canadian | A theme which reflects the people and/or g

themes: . land of Canada. The speclific themes that

' were reco;—ded-‘wgre defined.as follows:

(a) Mc.xs'afc culture: : Portraying sm;veth_|ng
Sf the cultural heritage of Canadlan

settlers, - Immigrants or - aboriglnal
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‘ people. . .

(b) Cold winters ahd  open . spaces:

Reflecting ‘rural Canada and/or harsh .

Canadlan winters. ? : -

(c) Wildlife and wllderness: ‘Conoer ned

with Canadlan wiidllife and/or -uncult-

S Ivated areas of Canada. . ) .

. An occupation that 'provides the ma{n means . B K,

'™ qf support for an -adult,.elther directly. . ,~

or Indirectly.

Character: « A human, an'imai “or other belng portrayed

_ R . ‘In a basal selection. : i %
Character . ° A quallty .attributed to or displayed by a

, )
Aralt: -character. The character tralts that were

‘recorded were deflined as follows:
. . (a) Adventurous:. Enterprising, willing.to

g +
try-something new or daring. =~ ° 2

Aggressive: “Disposed to vefbally or : .

- physically abusing others.

(c). Angry: Irfrtable, displeased, resent-

C . ful.

(d) Authority: Having or claiming powér;

commanding, ordering.

.(e) Brav

Able to endure mental or




(m)

, ( ® (o)

(®)

@

Content Analysis

36

physidai pain
Competent: / capable of carrylng out

tasks unassisted.

Courageous: Putting onesa;f at per-
sonal risk for the good of andthen
Fearful: Frlgﬁteqed: timid; unwl.lllng
ta try something new for fear of
fallure. - . )
Hblp‘fu!: Vo|u'nknr|ly’ns‘slsvt|ng others.
Jncompetentsl Rok: capaBie: of carrying
out simple taéks without asslistance.
RS g “CaRIig; toR, TGORIAG AFYSE,
fostering.

Passive: Suffering action. Watching
others ‘being actlve.

Persevering: Persisting In a course.
of actlon desplite dlfficulfles. .
Physically exertive: Belng actively

Involved In sports or outdoor recre-

ations.

Probiem solving: Pro}d‘ucl‘na ldeas .c'r
solutions. - o )
Successful:  Undertakings . turn out

well.




Children:

Direct
Incldents:

Disabled:

Elderly

characters:

[

Ethn)c

groups:

%
. Fantasy:

Flctlon:
Indirect -

Incldents:
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(a) Unsuccessful: Undertakings turn out
poorly or fall altogether.
Individuals who appear to~be In thelr
early te;nage years or younger..
Inciderits described In the texts or the
text nt\:ﬁ pictures. '
Individuals who have visual, auditory,
mental or mobility handicaps.
Individuals Who appear to be of. retirement
age or older. Terms used to ldenttfy the
elderly Include "old", “grandparent”,
"senlor cltizen". )
Raclal groups, specifically Caucasiam,
 Black/asian,  Nitive " canadian, Inuit,
.Chinese and Ja;;uness. Any human character
not belonglng to ohe of the above.men-

tloned groups wa's categorized as "other".

- - -
All Imaginative storles that go beyond the

realms ~of ‘plausipllity.  For  example,
storles In.which chiidren pilot airpianes.
Storles that are Invented yet plausibie.

Incldents occurring only in lljlustrations.
' | .




—

Main

character {

Minor
character.:

Non-flction:

Physical
affectlon:

ReadIng:

1975 editlion:

1983 edition:

years 1982 and 1986.
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A character around whom the events of ‘a
basal selection revolve. The main char-
acter usually has the prlmary’&\latogbe and
inltlates significant events In a story.

A character who |s not‘a main charaéter.

. . $ . ..

Factual storles, Including repofts and
Interviews, that aré not. blographical.

The communication. of posltive  feelings
between people by means of Lod'y Janguage
such as kissing and hugglng. ,
A chAracte‘r Is nssume‘d to.be readlng‘ when
s/he Is deplcted as looking at or Inter—

acting with any type of reading material.

"All the fourth, f_l'fthj and slixth grade

basal ‘Feaders: of the Nelson . Language’

Developmental- Reading program publ Ished by
Thomas Nelsor‘\ and éons (Canada) Limited
between the years 1970 alnd 1977. L.

All ‘the fourth, fifth and sixth grade

. = .
basal' readers- of the Language Develop-

méntal Reading (Networks) program pub-

Iished by Nelson (Canada) .between the
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. Limitations of the Study .

Because of the wide scope of the analysis in terms
N . ——
of the number of categories examined, the study was
iimited to an investigation of the 1975 and 1983 editlons
- :

of the 'Nelson Language Developmental Reading program.

The.study, therefore, does not.reveal how the content of
the Nelson husa‘s compares *with that of other Canadian
reaclirig ‘sérles with regards to areas of controversy. It

ls Hoped; however, that examinations of other Canadian

.  reading serles will be carried cut, thus making a
i cumpar!son wltrl the Nelson serles posslble. P =y
- As the 1983 edltlon of the Nelscn Languuge Deverog—

s mental Reading program Is comprised Only ‘of.-basals for

the. fourth, fIfth. and slxkhv grades‘ the analysis was
= limited to nasm ‘readers developed for these: grades. The
s flndings of this study, therefore, cih_tn no wey be
‘generalized to the content of primary grade basal read‘ers

publ ished by Nelson Canada.
‘|n‘ an attempt to l:‘;e as objective as p‘dssl‘ble. the

Investigator evaluated thé basal readers by recording the

_number of times each predefined category -occurred. The'

Imperfection of this method of analyzing basal readers

lles In the fact that .the quality of .a particular

% category |Is not recorded. ° For example, no- dIffer-
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entlation Is made between the Intense hugging of lohg
separated friiends and a more everyday display of
affection betwaen parent and chlld. Each occurrence la
recorded as a single instance of physical affection. .

. AS the .analysis was to be subjected to a test of
rater-rater rellabl| m'/. It was necessary “to predefine
and .t;herefn‘re 1imit_‘the number of herson‘;llty tralts that

i ‘ -
were to be recorded. * Thus, the examination” of the
portrayal of mal‘es‘ and -femaﬁles ‘In terms of character
traits displayed Is.only partial. ~ . .
« It .must _ba polinted out that' in tnis study, 23 in
previous ‘studles, the examination of. the ethn\c‘c_cntent‘
of the readers was concerned more wlth' raclal ethnicity
Eha, | IRGEISERS &F cul\tural ethnicity. _Groun.s. there-
fore, such as Ukranlans, Itallans and Poles 'who are
thought of as minorlty ethnic groups In Canada are S1EpLY
cai'ggérlzen as Caucaslans In the analysls. ;
TQe test of rater-rater rellabllity IM/olved‘thr_ee

test ra¥ rs. - Each test rater was assigned the ‘task of

Is a possibllity, therefore, especially considering the v,
number, that not every cate‘aory of the\analysis’ Kit was

‘rated for rellablllity. .
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.- CHAPTER 11
Review of the Literature

4 N
Introduction »

Despite Smith's (1948) recognition of the lack of
statistical evidence to support the argument that reading
Veffects values and attltudes, many analyses of basal
reading serles- (e.g., Frasher & Walker, 1972; Jacklin &
Mischel, 1973; Kyle, 19785 Oflver, 1974; Schnell &
Sweeney, 1975) have been unuen{tuk‘en solely on the bellef
that reading. Influences values‘ia.nd a\tt'l‘tude_s. However ,
rather than ‘céntlnue to rely on the assumption that

reading has an Impact on attitudes as” a, reason for
Investigating basal readers, It would seem pertinent to
flrst T€V|=V; rel_evunt evidence for and. against the
af‘fects of r;adlng. :I'ne rev‘le.w of.tha literature, ther;-
fore, Is. organized. Into.two main parts. The first part
explores whether or not the argunien{ that 'reaulngv

Influences attltudes and values Is a valld reason for

analyzing basai readers "and demand|ng chaﬁge. n con- '

fent. The second part deals with previous analyses of

basal readers, and Is® subdivided Into -six areas Oof

concern. THese areas of .concerh are: (a) The'Numgrical
; 4 : S

Representation. of Majes and ‘J;Q;H\BIBS; (b) The Occupations
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of Male and Fedle Charscters: (6) The AGEIVItles, Char-
acter Traits and Emotions of Male and Female Characters;
(d) Ethnic and Canadian Content: '(e) Portrayals of The
Eldegly and The Hand lcapped; and (f) The Depiction of

ReadIng. \ .

Part 1

Pasltlons taken on the qu:stlon of the effects of

reading on nttltudes and values. Fe

Much of the research Intb the éf‘}_acts' of reading, as
far. as chlidren are concerned, has dealt with the Impact
of books on attltudes of raclal prejudice. In a study
similar- to those of Jackson (1944) and Litcher and
Johnson (1969), Hayes (1970) .Investigated i erfect that.
subjecting White students to possible Identlfication at
the fantasy level might Wave on thelr attitudes toward

Blacks. The subjects of the study were 34 male and 23

female grade 11 students ‘enrolled~In college preparatory

Engldsh classes at -an urban’high school ‘In the north

7

eastern section of the United states. The studsnts -wers
requifed to; read niné books of mixed genre about Blacks
over a 9 wedk,perlod. c!!ssroem( discussions about the
book;‘wsre engl rag’ed us-dlscusslon was deemed useful’ for

Increuslng the effects of the reading by prov(dlng an
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/ outiet for tenslon. However. the role of the tdacher was
Ilmited to that of an ‘ob”server during th'e' dliscussion
Yof the pre andg
posttests showed that ‘the reading of sel;ctea works of a
{lterary nature had effected.a statistically significant
change” In the students’ attitudes In a dlrec‘tllq[) favour-
abla to Blacks. Hayes did note, however, én_av, 8 months
) afur the snu_qf the ‘exper Iment, some regression “of

attltuges hag occurred, ~

Kimoto - (1974) ‘also- examined thé .effects of ‘a Ilter-"

ature based ‘program on the attitudes . held by majority:

children towards Black Americans. The subjects. of the
study were 137 flfth and’ sixth grade students In six
middie school classrooma. Three of the classrooms served
‘as exparimental groups, while the.other three classrooms
were designated as cér{trql groups. A pretest aeslgled to
measure bigh, moderate and low Gin1 distance attitudes
(1.e.,” the degree of empathy with and, understanding of
_tre psychologlcal object) was administered, to four of the
six classrooms; no pretest was glven to one- of the exper-—

Imental groups and one of n+ control groups.-in order to,

~ assess ithe ln!lusncg of the pretest. The experimental
grouns were then subjoctad to a minor.lty-.group literature.

program Which was Intanruteu'ovgr a 3 month peridd with.
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the soclal studles\, rfeading and language arts curricu-

¥ X lum. Following an Initlal posttest, signlflcant differ— Nl
ences were found for Qigh and moderate soclal,d(stance
» - » " o
3 ,axtftudes between the means of the exberimentad and . 4

cantrol groups. However., nd significant dlfferences were
3 B N found for low:soclal Wiistance attitudes. The pretest was

Judged - to huve had o signiflcant effect: on attltude

! change. - results of further posttest® administered

x _ one’ month after the .termipation-of the experiment

K'lmoto to conclude that a-sustained Ilteruture based
program can produce Iastlng nttltudlnal Jchurrges -
6 . Yawkey '(‘973) investigated the' Influence that ..

selected multlethnlc soclal studles readings with histor=

Ica//, cultural and soclal aspec{s of -Black Amer\uns

might have on White chliidren. The subjects of the study

were 134 grade three ‘childrfen, half of whom attended an

urbah school and represented. a‘ middle .to upper-middie

e " class socloteconomic population. . The remalnder of the

sub jects attended 'a rural school and ﬂpra{en'ud a low-

= 5 4 'y d
middle to middle soclo-economic populatien. In both the

L . urban and rural schools the children were asslgn:y

v . - * either an experlmsntal or™'a control’ group. -The .expe

Iimental groups read six texts which.concentrated on ‘Blnck_

g feelings, situations, Ideas and contributions to Amefican
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¢ soclety . Three of the' texts emphaslzed urban settings

wnl e the rest featured rural settings. Tne reading and

dlséu:slon of these texts occurred 356 minutes a day. 4
tlmes a week for a perlod of l month . A comparlson of

pre and pcsttest means - showed ‘aﬂslgnlant change in a

Amer!cnns nf

both experlmentul groups. However', the

-exvtentvof ‘the “attltude change experlenced: by the rural ’

chiidren In vthe urban experlmeni;l group. - Yawkey. con- E
cluded thnt wh-lle reading’ and discussion had affectea the
attltudes of bo}h exper_lme(:'ntul groups, the att\tudes of
the' rural cﬁi inren‘may have been more susceptible to
change because of their lack of contact with-Blacks.

! . some stud‘les have ‘stbwn that reading ca}: Inf luence
‘attitudes :owerus minority groups other than Bl‘u_cks‘.}
Flsher (1968) used selectlens from chl ldren’s . literature
nbout American .Indlans to ‘test 't‘he nypothe;ls : thn't
reaalna materlals of n‘ 1iterary nnture would chunge
chlldren s nttltudes. Tne subjects of Flisher's study
were f1fth grade st\:;lents ~from public schools ‘In three
different’ ‘soclo-economic ‘areasi: a ‘high’ soclo-econanic
bnrea compcud of malnly mlddle—class Caucnslan faml 1 les,
a ]cw~soclo-eqonm|cv area with' a preﬂcmmantly Black

ncsltlve dlrectlen In the attJtudes towards - Eleck'/

_experimental group was .far .greater” than -that of the
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’population and an area that had a blend of the two
axtEemies. I S4ch Erea s Students Were AssIgned) ta one
The Hr's.t'treatr:!ent group
reaq six selected stories. about American indians over a 3
week period. The';eqond tre'atn\ent group not only read
the storles about Amer lcan' fndlans, but ‘alse dlscussed
_:nehsu with a.teachar.. .The' third-treatment group,  the
‘control group, had 'no exposure to the stor (es, Whatso-
EVB‘I’.‘ Th‘e members of .aach group we_re .gl.ven anvn.ttltu,ds-
Information test, ‘both as a pretest and as ‘a posttest!
. The resilts of the study Indlcated. that the Independent .
reading of selected storles about American mdunsﬁ:nused
an attltude change In a directlon favourable to Amer lcan
Indlans that was slgnlflcarit;y greater than was :ne‘
chanlge In the control’ group. Furthermore, .the analysis
showed that reading followed by teacher dlirected
discussion resulted In a significantly more positive
change ‘In attitide. towards American Ifdlans thah that
'eé.fegteu by reading alone.. ) -
v In ‘@4 study ‘Involving the Iﬁpaét of‘ reading on
attitudes towards Eskimos, ,Tauran (1968). tested “the’
hypothes|s that r;aalng IIkebrnt‘ur'e' would chf’ngg the *
. attltudes of chlldren -towards ‘the r;sy;:hcvlcq'lc'a].ohjactl 5

. about which t‘hey' read. The sub\‘J icts of ‘the study were
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mostly middle-class Caucasian chllidren enrolled In eight

“third: grade classes In two school ,systems. After the

_clasges were fandomly divided Into two groups, the eight,
‘ i .

uv_'cuj In.each school were randomly assigned to exper-

Umental or control condittons. An attitude scale -was

administered to' four groups In. each .school system as a

5 % = .,
pyetest and ‘to all. groups In each school system as a’.

Rosttest.” Tauran employed ‘this deslgn as’ a precautlon
abdInst ‘Ehe lnf|uence that the pretest might have on.the
§ub}§c‘ts‘ attltudes .and ‘“susceptlblllity to 'persuasion.
The chlldrem In the exper 'mental group bl)ls&enad to e,ltne‘r
favourable or _unfav‘;uruble storlem.d articles &about
Eskimos. The r‘esults of the study showed that .the raclal

attltudes of third grnde chlldren can be Influenced In a

posltlve or negative direction depending upon the kind of”

materlal presentsd B ou - ¢

Notlng that malnstreamed handlv;anped students. often
continue ‘to be sacl,nlly Isolated Bauer, Campbel!l - and
Troxel (1885) Investigated ways In-Which regular class-

rogm students’ negative attitudes towards the handicapped

might lb'e changed. To ‘obtaln subjects for .the study ;-

(Bauer et al. (1885) used cluster sampling to select. four

fourth grade . dnd i folir seventh grade classes L, At each

grads level, ons class served ‘as-a ccntrol group while.

Content Analysis -
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the other classes w;re subjected to one of .three treat-
ments. ’Tne treatments alll Involved a book and a flim
based on the same book about a-retarded man who proves
that-.he Is a valuable human asset. The ‘first treatment
group at both grade levels viewed the flim and engaged In

a follow-up discussion; the -second  treatment group had

the book read to tHem and then dlscussed the story, the "

third .treatment group was e)fy::sea to both the book and
the lim followed 'by discussioni. When the. treatments
were completed, ‘a modified version of the Miltidimen-.
slonal Attitude Scale on Mental Retardation was admin-
Istered té all the groups. The results showed that none
of the treatments glven to €& BevarEN grade students had
a significant effect on tne_lr. attitudes towards the hand-
icapped. However, at the fourth gra&r level, while the
gromps. -adijecied 4o Ehe #limsonly and book and f1im
treatmeénts did’ not display any slgnificant attitude
changes, the book-only group demonstrated s{gnifloant iy
more positive attitude_changes towards th mentnlly
retarded than dld the control group. Bauer e't al. (1555) y
&dne luded that\ccmponents -of fourth‘ graders’ atbltudas
towards ‘the mentally handicapped can be .changed through
Z

the use of npproprlate bogks In. read aloud- sdssjons
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Tatara (1964) also Investigated’ the possiblllity of
lﬁfnuancung'utttgae’s toward a specific. group through
reading N Tatara hypothesized thats noveis which presented -
sclentists In a positive Iight would favourably change
‘thelr' readers’ Idéas about sclentists. The subjects of
the study were 120 _high schoo.l students who were randomly"
n.ssldned to "~ two, experimental grou;;s .and two. control
groups., - .The. expef imental groups participated In a sup—
plementary reading program cénslstlng of four."novéré
which presented sclant’ls‘ts’ In a fnvour;ble : Ilgpt.: & "‘I’he
nc‘veis were read but not dls;:ussed by the students over 4
the :ou;se- of one term: The students'/uttltuc‘!es.tPhard
sclentists beforé and after the treatment - period were
determlnéd by means. of two questionnaires. The results
tended to show that readlhg the novels Had changed the
students* ldeas. shout sclentists In ‘n..posltlve.v'dlr-el:..
tion.  Howsver, YA  examining the changes within the -

eanrkﬂent'nl groups, Tatara fou’né that not only did the

_ treatment result In some students having less positive e B

\deas about sc sntlsis, bult It als’o F"a'l Ieﬁ te cn?nge_all

aspects of tge students’ ‘ldeas - concerhing sclentlists.

overall, though, the results gromPgd Tu:ur; to suggest

that science teachers -mig§®.piomote more sympathetic = . -
. e

attitides taWara sclentists ‘and sclenflfic . endeavor
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through 'supplementary reading programs consisting Of
novels which present a positive image of the sclentlist,

* Bome: pemeardh Thas mlisq shown: fiak: reading materials
can affect chlldren’s perceptions of sex-appropriate
standards. Flerx, Fldlers and Rogers (1976) hypothesized
that ohi Idren who were exposed to a proq@ of non-sexist

literature would develop f\ex\b’le egalitar lan attn:uue;

toward sex-roles. Klndergarten classes composed of wmte

middle-class children were randomly assigned to act as
experlhental or’ ‘conkroi groupss:  As Vhtact classes were-
emp‘loyed’, the study was u-ee-qea to be quasi-experImental,
although Flerx et al. (1976) polnted out that the chii-
dren Inyolved Mn the study had not beep dlfferentially
as‘slgnea to their clu;ses A program of Sgﬂlltﬂl"ﬁ;\
4books was presented to the experlmennl group during

storytime, whTe a program of traditlonal books was

presented. to the control group. The results of this

study showed that books qor‘trnylng non-traditional sex—
roles produced more egal VEaE R i aHa (a8 stereotyping
vthah ‘dld trad btional books. Frerx et BI‘- (1978) noted
that females had been more favourably. Influenced thnn
males by the program of ega!j\turlnn literature.” The
- researchers argued that” this may have resulted from the

fact that females have much to aln from expnnded role-
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mode ifs, i 18 males mugt rennquAsh something of thelr
previously *perce fved. superlof ity In.moving. away from a
ster®otyped conceptuallzation of sex-roles| A one week
‘posttest showeg that the attitusé change hnr diminished;

however, Flerxret al...(1976) did"not feel -that this was

surprising as the children had agaln been exposed to a

! . . > |
predominance ~of ‘non-egalltarian media models. The

rasa;rchars concluded that the symbgllc modells chlldren

encawnter In plcture books are Impor!tnt not é?nly In the
deve lopment of ‘sexityped attl tudes but also In changling

those s;ereotypes .

The purpose of & study by Berg-¢ross and Berg-Cross®

(1878) Was to determine the exteat to' which children's
A.tt'lt;das would. change merely as a result of| hear ing
popular and soclally relevant storles. . Thé sub‘.Jects of
the Study were 120 White middle-class chl idren attendlnn
nursery or klndor'gartsn/ classes. The chlldren asslgneu
to the exper Imental groups |istened lnﬂlvldunl Iy‘ to four

plcture books selgcted for thelr expresslen o soclal

vnlue:. A ploture book that Wus consldered| not  to \_

centa-lrx nny of tho valuea of the experlmentﬂl st rles was

‘read to. chiidren nslgnsd €5, s faenerel drouss - Ne

dlzcusslon folluwed tha rud(nu of any of tﬁé stories;”

arthouuh spontan€ous nuestlons uskad by ths :ub]ects were
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A comparison of the pre and posttest scores

Indlcated. that the attlitudes - and wvalues expressed by

children In the 4 to B—ye;—eld age rande can be changed
by hearing a plcture storybook, Berg-Cross and Berg- !
Cross especlally noted that whi:le the pretédst had shown
that ithe.children were highly aware of stefeotyplc sex-
roles, .coufter Information In .one of the plcture books
was powerful enough to change the majority of the average
chlld's answers posttest questions. .

to simllar Berg-

Cross and ‘Berg-Cross concluded - that: ‘the soclalizling

aspect. of the books used In the study was so dramatic
that parents and teachers sholld carefully consliderthe
books they Introduce to thelr chlldren. Ty

The Inflyence of egalitarian plcture books on young
children's sex rolebdevelopm’_gn.‘t was also Investigated by
Johns  (1981). Sixty-four middle-class, Caucasian
childran attending kindergarten clagses were selected as
subjects for .the study; 32 of the selected chlidren had
attalned other gendsr constandy While the remainder had
not attained €his concept. ‘The chiudren assigned to the
control’ group were’ read traditional plcturs books while
the chllu;rsn in the exasrlw;en'tal grc(‘:p were n;sud non-
books.

traditional The story characters and thelr roles -

were discussed by means of

a set of q\russion ques-

Y
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tions.. The results of the study showed :h'nt the children

who had heard *the non-traditional stores were more aware

‘of the male stereotype than were the chlldren who had

been .rean_ traditional books. Furthermore, Johns found
that attltudes tcwa‘rqs women Improved -amcng;t the
chiidren who |lstened to non-traditional storles, and In
particular for gender constant ‘boys: and,girls. In con-
trast to .the .chlldren“‘whq were _read ‘non-traditional
books, Johns discovered that the boys who were read trad-

Itional books actually became antlfemale although the

glris.in this gropp ained profemale.

" The theory’'that chlldren can’ acauire se‘x—A;yp‘ed
‘behaviour through obs/ervlnn symbollc models In ni;aks,
mctlvated McArthur and Elsen (1575)~to assess the effects
of achleverient’ behaviour by. male. and female storybook,
models on chlldfen’ s own nchlevement behavlour The 32
male and, 36 female, nursery school cst’wllrldr;en who were the

subjects of fhe study, were randomly assigned o .one of

three storyn‘ok conditidns.  Children In the first story=.

book groyp \Jste(\ed to. a. stereotyped story deplctl'ng

‘achlevement orlented bennvlnurs by a male character while

chiidren in the second storybook group wer'e read ‘a -fole _

< s : .
‘reversal story. Chlldren .In ‘the third group.heard a
. e h ¢

s 5 ' .
control. story which depicted neither peopie nor achleve-
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ment orlented behaviour. Story effect was measured by "

the amount’ of time. the subjects persisted In a problem
solving task. The results showed that the boys peristed
In the problem solving task for a greater length of time
following the story deplcting achievement behaviour by a
male churacter than following a stary deplcting |d=|’\t|cﬂ|

5 1
behaviour by a female. A non-slgn!flcant trend In the

opposite direction was observed “for the glirls: Noting, .

that the s$tudy revealed some cross-sex Imitation by

‘girls, McArthur and Elsen.argued that this phenomenon was

‘due In part to the relatlve pauclty of female role models-

In books which forcdes ‘girls to Identlfy with male char—
. . Y

acters to some extent. McArthur and -Eisen, therefore,

' concluded that If one wishes to promote more eaual repre-

sentation of men and women In “achleving” roles In
soclety, a change In_ the representation of females; In
chl Idren s books may be a useful step forward. 5

In response.to f!ndlngs of _st'ereocyped portrayals of

males and females ‘In chlldren 's.. books, Scott and Feldman- °

-Summer's (1978) ‘addressed the questlan of whether or nct

exposure-to non-stereotyped female,tory chéracters would

a|ter’chlldren's perceptions of the rolgs of males and

females In soclety. The subjects of the study ,‘wére 67

“female and malg students enrolled In Intact third and

k} .
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+ fourth gAade classrooms. After belng assigned,to one of
the t‘nree -experlmentul. condlitlions, each subject {gead a
set of elght .short stories during regular classroom
hours. Each story had two vers‘le"ns. one with a female
main character and one with g male maTn ~awgra‘c:ter. The
students "asslg ed to the flrst experimental .condltlunc‘
read six ‘storles wlith male malin characters and two
storles wlth femul‘e main ch_;racters, whille students
assigned ‘to the second exper;mentul‘ cgnalu'on read six
atories WIth female main Gharacters and twe stor Vea wiEh
male malw characters. The-students assigned to the third
experimental conditlon read an equal number of storles

‘with male and female characters. The children’s sex-role

*rc}e lons were assessed b'y :‘neansv of the same question
posed at the end of each story. The questlon asked the
subjects to considef the extent to which they thought the

" activity “that ‘the main character engaged i was: ‘a aift
Aftlvlty or a boy activity. ‘The cr{lldren'i sex-role

. perceptions were, further. assessed by means of a question-
nalre “that Wds administered at the conclusion of the
stﬁdy. The ‘rnsults of 't‘ne ;tudy Ingdicated that exposure
to s,tcr‘ies In which female main characters engaged. In

peb-

ceptions of the appropriateness of these activities. for

‘noh-traditional activities Increased the subjebts’
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girls. As the results of the guestichnalre showed, how-

e ever, the storles did: not ;fiect the subjects’ naercep-
tlons ° of sex-role actlvities not presented In" the

Z stories. Scott and Feldhan-Summers concluded that posi- -
tive, non- sexlst portrayals ‘of females In chlildren’'s
. books could helu cQIldren to- develop an egalltarian view

of the sexes. o - . -

In a study simliar to the one carrled out by -Scott - n %
N : By &

. . ko
and Feldman-Summers, Scott (1986) sought to ascertaln the

impact ‘of tradlticnu| and non-tradltlonal narratlves Orlv

the sex-role perceptions of students at three differént
v i ; :

age levels. The particlipants of the study were 62 grade

4 puplls, 60 grade 7 puplis and 60 grade 11 puplis. All

of the puplls attended a university research.school whose

- .student population had been selected to reflect the

% soclpo-economic and raclal make up ,of the state of

Florida. Each participanty read a set of four. narratives ¢ g

approprlate for his/her age level und readtng abllity.

™ 7 The sets of narratives. Included one story for each of

four sex-role conditions; traditional female, non-trad- °
Itional f‘emule, traditional male und non—tradltlonnl

male. Every marrative had two versions, elehér a trad- ¥

itional .male -and a non-traditional female verslcn or a

“'traditional ‘female and non-traditlonal male version. The
J - B
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two vcilnns of each narrative were read by an equal
-number of participants. Sex-role attlitudes were measured

Iin .part by means of two questions posed after each
story.” The aquestions asked he participants té°give .
thelr opinions about the extent to which they thought the

roles portrayed In the stories we‘re approprlate for malasv

and females. = Sex-role attitudes were nl:o;jas.sessed_ by

means of a questionnaire administered to the sublects

af‘t;r the;' na'ﬂ raa;.l four of the nurratlv.els. The ques- . A"
tl“bnna(lr_‘e was designed to assess the subjects’ fx-ro,lé'

attitudes g4bout roles and actlvities not explicitly
- described In the 'nur‘r'atIVIGSA The results of the. study

‘showed that reading about male and female story char-

acters engaged In non-traditional role activitles s

w5 Increased the subjects’ perceptions of the approprlate-

ness of these activities for both males. and females.

Scott - found the acceptance of non-traditional male
activities té be particularly noteworthy's!nca stereo-
“typed attltudes. about males. have been more resistant. to

change. ‘While the sex-role attltudes. of the .students at

each grade .level were affected by reading the narratlives,
& ‘ Scott noted that: the attitudes of the eleverith grade

puRjls wers the most stereotyped and that the attltudes T

of the fourth grade pupl'ls were the most flexible. - Scott
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concluded that educators and pubilshers Of Instructional
materials could expect students’ Judgements about appro-
prlate activities for males and females to )shcw more
flexibiiity as a result of using gender-fair materials.
Belleving that, as a result of cultural condition-
Ing, boys and girls think of women primarily In the wife’

and mother’ role, Barclay (1974) Investigated ‘whether or

nef 'kindergarten ohiidren could channe thelr perceptions
about’ occupat lons approprlate for women: The subjects of
the study were 64 chilldren enrolled ‘In four' kindergarten
olasses, two Of which were In Inner-clty areas and two in
middle-class suburban areas.’. The children were assigned
to one of three treatment candltlons. The control group
Ilstened to and’ discussed the story of the Glngerbread
Man, while the childrén, assigned to the first exper -
mental treatment group heard and discussed three books
dealing with cccupatlons that women can engage I‘n,'~ln'
addition to-their wife-mother role. A pamphlet concerned

with career possiblllities but which made no reference to

the Issue of sex.and. occupations. was read to a ‘second

xper Imental treatment group, who then dlscussed the

pamphlet. A comparison of gpretest and posttest scores

showed tha books concerned with working mothers

caused boys and giris In both the condrete operational.
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and preoperational stages of cognitive development, :to

/ see women In a greater varlety of vocatlonal roles. The

.
generah career Information pamphiet did not change the
" boys’ perceptlans’ of occupatlcns for women, although It |

did slightly nlarge the perceptions of glirits. The
&

ccntrol treatment -affected the attltudes of glirils In the

_concrete ‘operational stage and boys in both the concrete Lo

_opérational and preoperatignal stages towards women and.

wark.«l Baraiay, Kowaver. Holnked out that this erseck: may: . =
have been due to chlidren. tn the exper imental .groups dis- )
© ' cussing [Hat ‘they' had- ilearned. with children ‘In ghe.
control grous: _Barclay cn‘)nclt{/ded that the ‘significance ' ° -

of ‘the study lay In the fact that very young chilidren’s

attltudes about women Ln ‘careers can be easily Influ-

enced, at least °ln the short term, through books "about v
4 .

women In varlous occupational roles.

Green, Sullivan and Beyard-Tyler (1982) also exam-

Ined ‘the. Impact Gf ‘reading on_chlldren’s perceptions of

the runde of cm;eers»sultable for wmen ‘and vwemem The

resenrchers hynotheslzed thAtT&dolsscents who .read non-

sex- typed cnl’ver materials would ‘Judge more occupa:lons
as helnq approprlatu for both sexes than adole;cents who

dld not . rend the muterlals. The muterlnls used ‘in the

udy were t(hree career Infol‘matlon ‘packages. Each puck—
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age contalned an ldentical Introductory passage about
career opportunities avallable to men and women as result
of soclal, -technological and leglsiative changés. In

addlition to the introductory passage, each package con-

" talned 4 different set of four Job descriptions. The

Jobs that were described ‘were al}l traditional male

. female dccupations. = Each - Job description, however,
A b

Included Information about a real-1ife non-traditional

role model.: The subjects of the stidy were 144 male and"

- 144 female ninth grade students enrolled: In a suburban

high school.. Half of the male subjects and half of t"\a :

female subjects, were ‘assigned to an experimental group’

‘whille the remaining students were assigned tb a control

group. The students assigned to the experimental group

each ré;d» one va the three career lnfcrmatlop Bucka ES'
and ‘then completed an.occupation survey. .In Gontrast,
the students usélpned' to the control group completed an
_ocr:u‘putlon survey before reSding one of the thrée career

Information packages. The occupation suryey w:){d!s"ngne.;
p

to measufe the stldents' attltudes about the a

ropriate-
ness for both men and women of the 12 Jobs descr.ibed In-/ ¥

the. career Informatlon packages. An examination of the

subjegts’ responses. to .the Items the . occupation

survey, revealed that . reading non-sex-typed careér
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materials Influenced students to rate more Jobs as belng
* approprlate for both men and women. Although the attli-

s
tude change was strongest toward the Jobs that students

. : read about, Greene et al. (1982) noted that males In the
. s
exper Imental -group showed a significant attitude change

toward the Jobs that they did not read“abcut. The

researchers concluded ‘that the results provided evidence
-that exposing 'students to non-sex-typed ca!.'eer Inform-
ation |s 'an ‘effective method of .changing. attitudes about
career options -for ‘mem and women. A; the subjects’

g attitudes had bgen changed by such a short treatment,

Greene et al. (1731) argued that a-regular Instructlonal

= - program that Incorporated non-stereotyped career Inform-

ation might have an even greater effect on students’

attltude;

. . Ce .
¥ oe In.a study simllar to those undertaken by Smith

(1948), Welingarten (1954) and Shirley (1969); Culp (1985)

— surveyed 228 first year unlversity students In order to

determipe’ the extent to which reading had Influenced

their ‘attitudes,  values and ~behaviour during thelr

adolescent years. ' On completion of the survey, under-
4 taken In’ 1984, Culp "compared the results .wWith the
e R responses to ldentical questions given by first year

Ny . students at the same un’lzers'lty In 1976. As was the
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In 1975, Culp_found that the responses revealed great

, . t
variety. In the perception of the extent of |lterature's
Infldience. Seventy-three percent - of the students

surveyed belleved that thelr feellngs, thoughts, bellefs

" or actions had been Influenced by at leas't one |lterary

work read In a hligh s“choo| English clasg, whlle 68% had

7 T been Influenced by a book read voluntarily. Fourteen

. percent of the. students -Interviewed felt that réading

. ‘“ while 46% admitted to a moderate Impact. Culp concludéed

that while a smal’ﬁr percentage. of . students reported
Influences -from reading In 1984 than did In 1975, the
B ioFiky o students In the more recent survey had still
JLeen I:fluenced to some degree by what Vthey had .read n

thelr adolescent years. Culp argued that the decline In

actlvltles’ such as watching television and, therefore,

spending less time reading. - g ]

Lodge (1956) examined "the effects of reading

blography on the adolescent’s conception of the self.s/he

would. |lke to become and .her/hls conception of personal

. | 5
worth. The subjects of th_e sn.?y were 180 elghth ‘grade

students In six classes. .The classes approximated a

~Iiterary works had had a strong Impact on- their ives’

the _Influence of reading on attlitudes, .values and -

. behaviour may be duge to students spending more , time ‘on
P N

RUPIN
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normal distributibn of _Intelligence, reading abujty and
chronological age for the elghth grade level. Following
a values test, the students participated Ih a 90 minutes
per day unit on'blography ovér a 2 1/2 week perlod. The
reaults of the dlrect ,and ‘Indirect measurements used In

the study showed.that the Influence of blography on the

value systems of the adolescents had been slight. How-

ever, |Interviews heid'wlth half of the subjects of the;

study revealed that 29 students belleved that books arid

magazlines .were a source for ‘thelr cholces of ‘lideal

selves. Lodge, therefore, concluded that books appeared

“to be a minor but Important Influence on the values of

the adolescents lnte-rvlewed.’
< W sMost of ‘the dbiibta. aBSUE the Lifiuehos of reading on
attitudes and values ste|;| ‘from concerns over the diffi-
cultles suérroyndlng .reseu'c‘h and the ge.neral &e;:rth of
studles’ In the area of the. effects. of reading. However,
some of the few studles concerned with the Impact of
reading have fu;!ed doubts - further by reporting that
reading does not Ir‘:fluence values and a’tt‘itudes. »

The purpose of .a study by Walker (1972) was to
determine whether the r‘\egntl\;e attitudes of Black nnd
whlte chlldren toward: Blncks could be modlfled by hearlng

aslected starles that portray’ Blucks in a favourable
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manner. The subjects of the study were 45 Black and 40
White children enrofled In kindergarten classes, In three
“communities. The children were assigned to four uni-
raclal groups, two Whl(a‘%nd two Black. One Black and
one White group were seletted to functlon as experImental
groups while the .otne.r two groups ‘served as, control
groups. Over the course of 6 weeks, tﬁe hxperlméntu
groups |istened to 35 storles that showed Blacks 1nm -a
favourable _manne'r. while the centrol groups .were I;Qld
storles about animals and Informationa) books. Compar-
Isons 97 pretest' and posttest measures © of raclal
attltudes revealed that he;rlng storles that portrayed
Blacks Iri-a positive way did not significantly change the
cﬁlldren‘s attltudes towards Whites or Blacks. Walker
concluded that merely Ihea:'lng positive storles .ahout
Blacks was not enough to motlfy the negative raclal
attitudés of the Black and White kindergarten subjects
towards Blacks. .

In contrast to the study by Bauer, Campbell and
Troxel, studies by Agness (1980) ‘nnd Benrdfley (1981-82)
faTled to supnort‘ the hypothesis that rsf:ulna can change
children’s attltudes toward the handlcapped. Agness

5 Ry
employed- fourth and flfth grade students In 18 Intact

+ classrooms  In order to Investigate the effect that
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hearing selected fiction books would have on attitudes

toward the physically disabled. The classes were matched
according to thedegree of contact with the physically
disabled, and then assigned to eltner a control or exper—
Imental condition. Over a 6 month period, the exber I—
mental classes were ra;d ‘speclflc flctlon books by -thelr
= X teachers... A comparison of Gretest and posttest sco-reg of

the control and experimental groups revealed that blb|io-

~ " ceptlons which non-disabled fourth and fifth grade

children have of physically disabled Individugls. How-

ever, despite the findings, Agness did remark that the
M eisisis _InVolved In the experimental “brogram belleved
thlt‘ the program had .had positive effects on the
;t;:ltude: of thelr students tawnrd.the disabled.

Noting that studies had shown that negative

attitudes exist among non-handicapped school age chilidren

', ‘&_o'wni'd thelr handicapped peers, Beardsley (1981-82)
examined whether or not blbllotngr;py ‘could be used to
facilltate malinstreaming by changing the attitudes of
non-handicapped students., Sixteen third grade class~
rooms, each with a compositlon of at. |east 17 non-hand|-
f:n‘pp'ad students and 4 handicapped students, were used In

the :tut“h}.’ Fnllgwlng a pretest, the classes were grouped

. therapy, as defined In the study, dld not alter the per—'
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according to thelr attitudes towards the disabled. -One
class_from each of the three attltude groups was randomly
assigned to an ‘experimental condltlon which Involved the
students [istening to ‘seven, fiction books with an
emphasis on tn‘e phys‘lcally handicapped and hearing
Uimpalred. Discussicn was not part Gf the treatment. iIn
addition to being read the books, the classes assigned to

the experimental conditlon had additlional ~contact -wlth

handlicapped chllidren for some part of every school day.

The results of the study Indicated that Ilstenln £

flctlonal llterature about the handlicapped coupled wlth
Increased contact with the hnndlcapped had falled to

change the ‘attitudes of non handlcappea chlldren towurds

their disabled peers. Beardsley, however. who was some--
v o 1

what surprised by the findings Gf the study, noted that
as the ateltudes of the subjests toward he Handicapped
weére somewhat posltive at the outset of {np study, there
was Ilttle for fhe treatment phase to alter.

Pruett (1980) examined the effect of reading adoles-
cet novels on students’ views of the family, -self and
responsibllity. T.he 183 elévsnth grade studenf:s who were
the subjects of the study were randc[mly assignéd to nine
Glasses. Five of the nine classes were randomly selected

to use speciflic adolescent novels during Engllsh classes

» Y it
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while the: remaining f’our"élusses ‘foHowed the regular
English curriculum. "Unlike Culp (1985) and Lodge (1956),
.who reported that the _;mlue’s and attltudes of adolescents
had been affected by what they read, Pruett found that
the résults of the pré and posttest measurements falled
B
to support att!tude change BS a #functlion of reading
speclflic novels for elther adoles:ent boys or gliris.
The strongest doubts about the effects ‘of reading on
;ttltudgs and values appear to stem from the argument

that the belleved changes have not béen.sufficlently sub-

stantlated. by ‘sclentlflc. evldence. Russell (1958), ~

noting the lack of comprehenslve studles on the Impact of

reading, called -for research Into the effects of reading

not onlys to ‘learn about factors which- Influence behav-

Iour, but also *as ‘a corrective to the opinions about
such’ effects" expressed ‘with the ‘best of Intentlons and
o th\e least of® knowledge by censors| nnd other agencles"
(p.399). 'Russell did point- out,~ hoyﬁver. that a lack of
research must not be construed to msan that reading has
Iittle or "o Impact [on' people, ‘but merely that the

comp e dence doet not exist .In scientific form.

More recently, Tibbetts (1978) ‘remarked that the
proponents of sexually unblased textbooks tould not go on

Indqflnl-tely using the argument thi_t sexIst materlals are
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damaging to chlldren without _proviging  concrete,
objective evidence. However, llke RUssell, Tibbotts did
not rule out the possibiiity that reading can Influence
indjviduals, sl{aung that, “the lack of §c|snt|(,|c
evidence does not mean that harm Is not belng dona. It
means only that any dumugtjhus T ——
that Inve;tl’nntors have not devefoped adequate Instru-
ments or collected endugh data* (p,168).

Kingston and . Lovelace (1977-78), In a critical
review of the ||terature on, sexism and reudlng, ur'gueni
that frequency tallles, percentnqes and opinion pnll:
cannot measure the Impact that Incldents of  alleged
sexism In school textbooks have on the attitudes of
chlidren. Kingston and Lovelace recommended that careful
yesearch ‘into the effects of the content of textbooks. on
ohildren be undertaken before current. school books ares:
thrown out and Feplaced by materials which depict Women
as truck drlivers, rather than mothers. A similar position
was taken by Jongsma, “ariefin ana Gentite (1983) who
maintalned that as research had yet to prove that sexIst
materlals promote sexlsm, the reading profession's time

would be better spent on examinling the Impact

on behaviour than an analyzing- the content of
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In additlon to a lack of sclentlific evidence,
position that reading Influences values and attlt

appears to be weakened by criticisms of the research

69

the
udes

that

has been undertaken. According to Beach (1976), research

on attitude change Is highly susceptlible to blases

and

lack of experimental control. Beach remarked that cer-

“taln expectations as to-the dlirection of attitude cp\:nge

can be subtly communicated to the’subjects. Both Bejch

and Russell mentloned that leading: questions In attl

questionnalres may blas responses toward the research:

tuds -

er’'s

expectations. Simllarly, Schneyer (I\SES), after revlqw—

ing stbales concerned with. the effects of reading (on
sw

_chlldr‘en s attltudes, concluded\that subJects of

studjes may feel compelled to answer questlons In a

way.

they feel | the Ihvestigator. exnects:‘ Furthermore, =~ .

schneyer noted that attltude tests, when glven as

tests, may influence the subjects responses when the

pre-

same

tests .are used as posttests. In a review of four exper—

Iments o reading and attltude, Zlmet (1976) polr;tad
that Tt Is possible that the subjectd of the studles
s 7 5§ 2
simply’ have responded - to what thdy belleved to be

wishes’ of . thelr .teachers rather than' the |content of

storles. o . =

Beach (1978) further brought Into| question

out

may

£hdy .
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findings of studies reporting positive attitdde c;’m&v
as a result of reading, by arguing that whille the changes
saE td ihave] taken (p14cs may [NAVA: sy pORIEIVE Lo the
researchers, in\the eyes of others they might appear to
be negative. Beach also polnted out that one of the
overriding problems of many studles conceffhed with the
Impact of reading Is that change In attitude or values Is
only examined pver a short perlod of time. This, accord-
Ing to Beach, Is contrary to much soclal sclence research
which Indicates that people’s values'ang attlitudes change
only gradually over:- a long period of th:e-\ Zimet “(h78)
aish called into ‘ucnebt the extent to which attltudes have
been genuinely . In\qluunced In effectof-reading stu¢|e:, by
notlng that often the only .evlidence of impact was the
pasults B psner ARH DENGL! SELItUds teSS. . In JEoms OF
the studles Zimet reviewed, thers was no observation of
behaviour before ktyufter the reading.

Tibbetts (1978) stated that the Impact of reading Is

uncertaln.as It Is difflcult, If not Impossible, to™

sephrate the effects of reading from o:n;r ehvironmental
Influences thut‘\ mlght tleld to attltude change. This
position- |s’ supported by Zlmet (1_9{75) .who remarked that
It Is no wonder: that there (s so flttle researcl; “In the

area of ,the effects ‘of reading on attitudes when It is so
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-~ difflcult to single out the effects of the prlinted media
from the effects of ather Influences, such as peer pres-
sure, ¥amily and-religious bellefs. Kussell (1968) also
stated that the hypothesis that a bogkor story usually

operates singly to produce a favoufable effect myss be

rejected. Beach (1976) mointed to the flnjngs of
y

surveys Vh Wqlch adolescents reported \few If ary models

drawn from |Iterature as evidence that reading Is only

ohe of many Influences whlcl;_can affect the |I'N1|\I|d|.la.l-vI
Tibbetts (1978) Argljed that attempts to ascertain

the 'Impact of reading on attitudes are .further comp!lc-
ated by Tthe fact 'tha}. the. Indlvidual ‘s predisposition

* affects the manner,.in which a person Interprets what s/he
_‘reads. Simitarly, 'Edwnrﬂs (|972') noted that our needs,
goal.s, d_efenc'es and values Influence our pérceptions _;:lf
what we read. ‘Censéquantly.:Edwarup argued, the reader
may InterJect meaning that will su‘glsf.y_hlé' needs . and
reject meaning that Is threatening to his egS. Rosen-
blatt (|v9‘88) suggested ,thn(' the. lﬂo!as‘cent reader's
response Q.D a work cfillterature Is ful’th?; speclal-lzed

. by the' fact that he' has probably not arrived at a:

conslstent view of |lfe or achleved a fully Integrated

\personallty. S o { -

\ Russell ahd Shrodes. .(1980), Edwards - (1972) - and,
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Tibbetts (1978) stated that there Is no gugrar?t:ea that a
particular plece of'ﬂt_eratu;—e wlll have any Influence or
that It witl have an Influence In a particular direc-
tlon. Although this position may appear contrary to the
findings of studies reporting attitude change. In an
anficipated direction, Beach (1978) pointed out that the
‘results of many s:udle; are’ based on compar isons of group
menns which. maximlze tpa lnf'luence of certaln Indlvldunl
differences ™ effect,' The flndlrlns of Tatnrn (1954) who
|nvest|gnteu» the eif_e_;ts of reading speclflc boaka on -
attitudes -towards sclentists,. would “apdear to glve

credence to Beach's agru

» ‘Taturu dliscovered -that
_although a’ cempar isen, of pre and postiest.scores revealed
a posltive attltude change f‘or the group as a whole, some
Indlvld‘uul st;.\dentQ had less positive I.dens after under-
golng "the .treatment. Tatara also found many examples of

two students getting exactly opposite impressions from

: —
the .same novel..

Conclusions., \

Deaplte the belle\‘ that rendlng n”ects valuss and
attltudes, Inconclusive sclentlflc evidence would seem to
’preclude the psc of " such .an argumeht as a rationale for

annl'yzl_ng‘ the content of pasal reading series. However,
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according to Sheridan” (1982)° the absence of evidence of

damage to children as a result of reading sexist mater-'

lals Is a poor reason for not changing the content of

reading materisls to Inciude nun—trad{t{'l.onal\modsls of
_pedple.” Sheridan argues that to leave reading textbooks
as they are untll there Is sclentific proof of a negative
_effect. Is to "overiook the fact that sex stereotyping Is
a value Issue and a soclal one, and that trying +to
elininate steiiotyres: I8 i pEer b ethIcs ny Fessarens
(p.16) . ‘the argument for egnlltur’hn reading ma_térl'als
on moral grounds put forward by. Sher Idan does not :npear )

to be’ widespread.  Perhaps this is becluse the belief:

that ‘sexist nnd l'ai!‘at books are actually detrlmental.'tn .

children has nlways been so strong de:plte the lack of
sclehtific evldence. Britton (1976), however, alludes to

a moral stance by asking whather or not the massages In

basal readers nre conslstent with "tha |dea.|s of.a truly
damocratlc soclaty In whlcn all humuns thaA an- equal
ODRDY‘UI\I:Y QO usplre and uchleve In the w_ldest spectrum
of thelr potentlnllty (p.62). Coo

In qummarj/', It wqul:-l appear that while It remains to
be proven whether or not the‘materlnls chi ldi;an read In
school actually anect thalr attlitudes, the argument that

taxtbooks should conform  to the Ideals - and values. of _
\ v
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s soclety would seem to demand that the content of basal
) \‘\ reading series be examined. : .
Part 2

Analyses of basal readers.
>

n The NumerIcal Representation of Males and Females

The numerical superlority of males appears to be the

most frequently clted evidence of sex bias In basal

resdend. ‘i the opinion of Lorimer and Long (1979-80)

sterectyping In basal readers Involves the setting. up of
a point of view which creates categories of Individuals

hlerarchically related to one another.. As one group.of

- ‘characters Is bound to be presented as dominant; glven

§ this viewpoint,’ Lorimer andLong argue that’ all .other
aspects of the characterization of this group 'v{lll
lect Its dominanice; In particular, the numfer of times

the group Is portrayed. In examining stereotyping In the

grade four basals of two Canadlan reading serles, [lorimer

and Long discovered that females were greatly underrepre-

< - £ & sented numerically. In one serles, the Nelson Language

Developmental Rbndl»ng program’ (1976), Lorimer and’ Long

3 " found that'39% of ‘the featured chiidren were giris; while

only 20% of the featured adults were women. Lorimer and

Long felt that there was no.need for this discrepancy .as
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females make up 61% of the Canadian population. An even

poorer treatment of ‘women was found to be the .case In
Startlng Points In ‘iadlnﬂ (1975), the other serles
unnlyzed In which me outnumbered women by a rat|o of

3.6: 1. and- boys outnumbered glrls by a ratlo of 2.5:1.)

Believing that "ona of the most potentlally subtle

- —_
ways of achleving (sex) dlfferentlation Is through text-—
books" (p.138), Preston (1972) ‘analyzed réader;' from. two
basal serle‘s‘ “used " In  schools ln "British - Columbla.

Preston’'s examlnatlon of the Canadian Readlng‘ Development

Serles revealed that there many’ mofe_male ‘main
characters than' female main chakacters In the Indlvidual

readers, Come Along With Me, one of the early \primers-in

R : - ]
the serles, appeared to be among the most. equ\table of

the readers In tarms of mate and female main characters,

‘ns 10 out of 26 stnrles had male main characters
storles had female maln Gharacters. In contrast.
- found that tnu fifth grude reader .had only 5
»whlch featurau females as compared’ wlth 27 which f atured
males. Although nravldlng_ no stntlsths, Preston
reported. that the' other rendlr‘xg serles that' she Invest-
lgated, Th; Language Patterns'Savrles. had many‘&nlmals\ as
‘maln characters, }no;t of Whom were male. "

.- Jacklin®and Mischel (1973) considered the.sex-role




“and probably undisputed source Of authority" (p.30).

v 93,
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Information contalned. In school textbooks as |lkely to be

especlially potent in -contributing to sex-role stereo-
-

typing, "by virtue of Its coming from a highly sanctloned

Jacklln and Mischel, therefore, ’lnvestlgated the amount
of sex-role stereotyping In the klndargar(en'to‘ grade 3
basal readers of four elementary school reading series.
The analysis of ‘all the storles from ‘all four reading .
serles showed';hu of a total of 945 human characters,
324 were boys and 256 were men, whi Ie.>241 wars glrla and -

only 124 ffer woman As for the 211 maln churucters who,

[ were’ human, 110 were boys and/:l:! were men, ‘while 81 were )

giris and/ 7 were women.. Jacklln and Mischel also noted ’

that ‘as .the storles’ In the reading serles beécame more- s

comp | ex w’lth‘ grade. level, males wer; 3h6wniﬁ!‘;h ‘Increas-

Ing frequency because of a decrease’ In the portrayal of K
female cnl,ldrer; and an’ Increase In the portray;l of adult

> .
males. ’

i '
Tnylor (1973) .examined -an American reading serles

_ desligned’ for the average reader, and discovered that onl.y

15% of all the: Iliustrutlans ‘Included fem‘a‘la's.. Females.

were also greatly underrspresented in terms of belnu the

central. characters In the Indlvldual stories, as 78

.all the main characters were male.. Furthermore, no book

NREE RN
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past the second grade level had .a female as a central
7 \
character . The numerical blas towards males in the

readlng series caused Taylor to ask |If there could
4

—possibly be a better way to teach Illttle giris thelr

Insignificance and Inferiority than by Ignoring them

altogether . :

One of the purposes of Britton’s (1973) anu/ysls of
18 readlng serles Used. In the Unlted States, ‘s to
datermlne 1f « mn]orlty of stories showed one sex ‘In‘a
dominant;/role. = Britton found‘:tnu‘t males -wére the major..
cnara—eﬁrs/" in 59% of the primary level stories, 81%. of

- the Intérmediate ‘level. storles, and 62% of the Junior

| "
hlﬂh school .storles. In 'cantrnst femalas were. dis-

covered to "account for only 16% of the maln characters In

the primary level storles, 13% of the maln characters In
the Intermediate 'level storles ahd 12% of the main
kP e characters In the Junlor high school storles, The “fact
: that' the’ percantags of mule maln characters Incrensed and
the percsntaga of female maln characters decreased -wlith -

. . the reading ‘level of the‘busal\g‘ would appear to reflect

the' findlnos of Jacklln and Mischel (1973) who ﬁote& that

maie characters ‘appeared In greater frequency as the

storles In “the serles t‘hey unnlyza -became more complex.
~

Lebban (1974) coded six popular British reading
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scneme‘s, two from the pre-1960s, two from the 1860s and
two new schemes designed for urban chlldren. Out of 17‘9
storles which had humans as maln characters, 36 storles
had herolnes whl Ie' 71 had heroes: the remalning 73
storles had males and fem-ales as Joint main charncte‘rs.‘
Lobban noted, however, that In the stories which featured

both males and females, boys always took the lead in all

non-domestic actlvities and only let the giris help or

L3 " 2 3
schemes used In Britain; gne was a- widely used scheme

that had a non—trqdltlon‘a\ fantasy base and the other was - -

a ‘scheme regarded as being "llngulgtlca{ly Impeccable",
Lupb‘un found‘ the ‘ratlo of males to females |In the
fnntusy—bused‘ scheme \to be 4.:1y and In the "linguistic-
ally Impeccable" scheme to be 1.9:1.. Male main' char-
acters were found I‘t:c; outnumper female maln characters by.
a ratlo of '5:1 In both schemes. The numerical represent-

atlon of females was so poor In ‘the scﬁemes that Lobban

remarked that although more than half :the population of

I Britaln Is female, a child "who took her vieW of .reallty

from these schemes could be forgiven for concluding that
females were Ih‘a distinct minority* (p.2068). /
Women on Words and Images (1975), a group formed to

study sex-role stereotyping In basal reading ‘series,
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examined 2,760 stories In 134 school readérs publ Ished by

14 different publishers. The ratlo of boy centered to

.. while
adult males outnunbered adult females as main characters
by a ratio of 3:1. In addition, there was found to be
six times as many bjographical storles about men In the

readers as compared to blographical storfes . about

women.  Accgrding to Lorlmer, HYil, Long and MacLellan

(1977-78), males accounted for 81% of thd main characters
In the primary grade books of ycnf:adlam reudln;- ser|e§
"authorlzed'for Ltse" by . the “Minister of Education In
British 6olumblq.

Kyle (1978) examined 13 preprimers and sixth grade
readers publlsr!e'd In the mid-1970s to determine whether
the concern about sex blas In basal readers had effected
ll’& l;OBlthB c‘hanqes in newer materials. Kyle noted that
of the 118 preprimer storles that featured groups of
children, 23 storles stiowed all boy groups ‘white only 3
deploted, all'girl groups. Of the 308 slxth grade stories
examined, 192 were Found to be Boy centered and 89 to be
girl centered. Kyle concluded that While .some qu'a_l’lju-
tive changes In the deplctlon of females had ‘been made,

female characters were'stil| greatly underrepresented.

Women for Non-Sexist Education (1979), a .group .
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concerned with bkreating equal opportunities for all

students In elementary and secondary schools, analyzed
thle readers of six basal serles used In,Manlitoba. The
group found that while a mere 11% of storles featursa=
females as maln chgracters. males were shown as the main
characters In 50%:of the s}érlss. males and females were °
maln characters together In a furt_nler 20% of the
storles. The most equitable of the six reading serlasonh
terms .of the number Of male and female maln characters,
showed males and females together In 42% of the-storles,
males as the sole malh characters In 30% of the storles

and females as the maln characters In 8% of the storles.

The Illilustrations In the readers, presented h blas In the
same direction, as 41% depicted maies witholt females as
5 r: 3 .

compared. with 11% that showed females without male: The

serles with ‘the most balanced portrayal of males and

females as far as |llustrations are concerned, deplcted

males without females In.34% of .all |llustrations and
. -

females without males In 19% of all Illustrations.

The purpose of a study by Weltzman and Rizzo (‘980)

was to examine the ethical and moral. Instruction tht

" textbooks provide In additlon to Informatién and skllla

In a specific subject area. _ Weltzman and Rizzo's
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Amefican elementary. school textbooks over the five year

'parloi:' preceding the commencems'nt of the study, revealed

that men predominate desplte the fact that women compr|se

.

53;‘ Of the DOD\TP&tan of the Unlted States. “F the tot !

of over 8,000 plctures In solence, mathemntlcs, readlnb
V- ' V " snelﬂnng and soc;a.l stud!es ‘textbcoks . nnal_yzed Yy
‘wal:‘zmgn_and Rizzo, more than 5,500 were -fuund to be
. - male. The data also Indlcuyte.d .t;mt 'as’ textbobKs Increase
BT sapmstrcatlon with each grage level, women become
Inoreasingy Invisible, a trehd noted In_other “texthook
serles by Jacklin ant Mischel (1'973).4 As for specific
. evidence. of sex-stereotyping In é»ﬁe“ rea’dlr}‘g‘ serles
examlned, Walltzman and Rizzo found that 102 storles
featured boys, .whlle only 35 featured giris.
L Some studles have compar.ed newer edlt‘lbns of basal

reading serles with older editipns to see |f any mcvement

towards a more nqultuble renresentatlon of the sexes has

" occurred. ‘Such , was tha p rpose 'of Graebner.'s: (1972)

vunulysl; of the old (1961 and, |962/63) and new (|9‘89/7bl)v

adltlons of two Amarlcun reudlnu aerle

~. Rather "than

Hndlng a greater rapresqntatlon ‘of fmﬂes In the more

recent -edltlona. arnﬁbner‘. discbvered that the percentage
A ' d

of characters ‘Who' were boys had.'Increased from 68.7%. to

. '87.5%, .whlle the percentage of maln characters who were

B fo. . = . ® ey
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po);s was ur;. from .71.1% to ~75%. _ LIndbeck _(19756/78)

developed gulde sheets that would permit a comparison of

the content of a bu:ul serles published In 1973 with the

content of the’ bu:ul, serles examined by Graebner (\972)/.
" Lindbéck analyzed five randomly selected storles In one
reader and found that males were the malin characters In

. N )
76% SF the “stories, while only 16% of the storles had

female main characters. Admitting that the sampling was;

Ilmited, Lindbeck concluded that no progress wlth regards '~

_to sex-stereotyping was evident In the. reader.

In another . comparative study, ‘Schnell and Sweeney
v(v|975)'examlnad éhe nre;rvlmar to grade‘.e readers vo»f the
1966 and 1971 editions of an amer 1can bas) | 'serles to see

1£ any changes In the ‘role:

, actlvities and relative

. Iniportance of the sexes were. to be found In the more

Y.

recent books. ‘As wis the case In the basals examined by |

Graebnar (|9'7 ). the newar reuders ;efleatea an- even
.qreater male dcmlnance._ ' The ratlo of boys to glrlu
featured as maln characters dncreased from 2.8:1 In the
1966 edition to 4:1 In the -1971 edlition.. The disparity

between the 'sexes became even more pronounced’ in the

nev}er réndbrs at the adult Ievél where the ratlo of man«

to. vomen shown as “main charncters \Increased from 8:1 to

20:

schnel i nnd Sweeney noted that while thsre wara

%,
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—fewer |llustrations altogether In the 1971 edition of the

reading serids than.in the 1966 edition, the number-of
. Illustrations depicting boys decreased by-only 6% whiTe

the number showing girls decllned by 50%: ’
. -

* . :
Marten and.Matlin (1976) found slgnlflgant Improve- - .

ments In the proportlonal representation of . females when
they analyzed basals .designed for grade 1 and grade 6
from pre ar\u post-1971 serles. publlished by five comp—

anles. Of the flgures depicted In the |llustrations, 33%

were females In the newer serles as compared to 28% In

the older serles.’ Whereas females nccounted for only 14%

_of the main cr\a(actars In the pre-lsﬂ readers, In the
no!_t—ls7lr readers, they reprssented 23% of th‘e'mnln
characters.  However, desplte the' Increased represent-
ation In the newer series, Marten and Matiin polnted out
that not only were women ‘st serlously qurepresented

but also that the nature of female cmracte‘ was not
“Improving. .

In response to the ccncgrns volced over the extent

of. saxlsm In textbocks, some puhllshers ef basal reading

serles publlshed stntemem:s and guldallnos deslgned to
reassure parents nnd educators that’ ssx.‘nlns would be

\ )
| eradicated. Britton and. Lumpkin (1977), therefore,
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series (l.e., those published between 1958 and- 1970) and

_..postguldeline reading series <(1.k., those published
between 1974 and 1876). The analysls of texts Published

'prlor to 1970 showed that males were the main’ cnuructera

in 80%, and funsles In" 14% of the 4,330 :turlea. exam-.

‘Ined. 'As for the texts pubiished In the perlod 1974 to,

- ’ + 1976, of the 3,256 storles analyzed, 61% had male galn

g
characters while ‘only 16% had female maln characters.’

> Brittan and Lumpkin concluded that :ubnmt lal chuhps:
had not been made by .the publishers, and consaquéntly tne
# newer texts appeared to be teaching the -same nlduon

curriculum ag did the older ones.

_Rupley, Garcla ‘and. Lognlon (1981) argued® tHat

b‘ecnuse of the amount of time naadeu to prepare a raudlng

series fnr publlcntlcn. -the texts described as being

actually davelaged Trlor to the wave of demands for equal

repre_sentutlon of the sexes. ) G\uplay et al. (1981),
" 8 therefore. conc luded tn'ut It was not lurprlllng :Nn
» Brltton nnd Lumpkin had.* found Ilttle dlﬂarance In thc
degree of sexIsm In :'eadevrs publ Ished 1874~78 In .compar=-
Ison wlth r;adarl pu‘bllshed 1868-70. 'conuéuently, In
order to see If publlshers had rpally heeded ghelr own

guldellnest’ not, Rupley ‘et al. (1881) examined t‘x s
L < - N

E . N

'nre-guldellna", by Britton and Lumpkin (1977)  were
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from elght reading series, four of which were- published

In 1976, and four In 1978. A separate Investigation of

supplementary Treading m‘utarlals pﬁbllshed In 1977 ‘and ,
1978 whs also c;r‘rlec; out. The analysis. of storles found el
In the basals publlshsd In 1978 showed ‘that 34. S% were
male dominated while .18.3% were femule domlinated. . An
even grents;' degree of equity was alscovered\ln\\tne i
readers published In 1978, -as 25.7% of the analyzed
:tcrles were male dominated as ccmnared with 23.5% that ™~
were female dominated. After comnarlng the talfles from.

the .1974-_78 reiders ccdqd by Britton and ‘Lumpkin (1977)
Ruplu);_ et uls (1981) con’cludea that there had been an %
attempt - by publishers: to portray. mgles and  females .

gal,l.a'ily In story content. The annlyfes of SUDD|’0‘/&T|!:IFY . N

'raudlna materials p‘ubllshed In 1977 and 1978, revealed L ;

t‘mgt 28.8% 8F the: s:orl,e: were male dominated\while only

i2. Blwilere“female domlnutad Rupley et al. - (1981)
pelnted out’ that ona .nasslbls reason for' this unequal

represantatlen cf the sexes could be that’ supplementury

mnterlala ura then Intendsd to be: uaed wlﬁn .problem
randars. the m&rlhy of whom have baen Jldentifled as
beya.c . . §

. Like Rupley et al. (}aan, scott (1981 spacu‘late.u .
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_that one of >th= possible r‘au'so_ns for. the contlnued ‘lack
of change In basal readers desplte ths formulntlon of
guldollnas wLa that publ Ishers needed addltlnnal time to
produge entirely nev{ readlnu lserles. ‘scett, tnerefor‘s,
atalyzed 385 randomly chosen stbries from two completely
new elementary basal ser!tes released in '19“1} by‘ two major.
publ Fshers. Stott found a marked changs:In the number of
male an‘d female characters In :comnnrlson with -the
findings of earller studles, -for whild males compr | sed
38%. of all _mal’n characters, females ‘accounted for 3.1%.
Although acknbwledglng ythavt sexism had been reduced In
the new.reading serles :hr;:ugh a falrer distribution of

the sexes as maln characters, ‘Scott polnted out that

there were still mdre males than females featured. as main
charac":grs. A.,.‘In particular, -Scott noted a- significant

discrepancy between .the number of adult male main char-
acters .and the nymber of adult female main characters.-
11)  The occup :Lyof Male and Female Characters

. \Ne{"only has the Ilmlted'nuﬁ‘erlcal representation o‘f
females ralsed cance‘rns nbm.n". saxism\.ln basal readers,
Dut also ' the r:strlcted roles assigned to wamen:’
lncreaslnu the number M femnle chnra:tar‘s.ln the rJadcrs
Is seen to be of Ilttle vnlue unless the uuatlty of the

repreaentatlgn Is Imprcved as well. -As Mnrten ‘and Mnel I'n
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(1978) state, “"simply shbwlng females more often Is not

enough. +* < Chl'ldren must see thess females engsged m
Important nctlva and. I__E:lapendent actlons If we wish them .

, to belleve that women and men are truly equal®" (p.766).

One significant area’ in‘which females'have been under-
mined In the basals Is the world of work. 7

" Weltzman sand Rizzo (1980) belleve” that textbooks
which portray men In a wide varlety of occupational roles
while d'eplc,tlny most women as_ housewlyes and mothérs, not
only.‘fnll to présentvthe truth but aiso help to deter

‘plrlxs from educatlional advancement by encouraglng\th}m to |

think only of motherhood. By Iimiting the aspirations of

girls, Welt]ﬁlnn and.hlzzo feel that text.books‘contrlhute
to o_he of the most frus‘trn:tll;:g exper lences f‘uced by . n ’
Women, that-of discivering koo Faterenat. Ehey doinot have

the skills for the Jobsvtne.y want. Textbcolgs which shuwﬁ

men as doling |littie else but work are seen by - Weltzman
' 4 = ®

. and. Rizzo as constraining boys ln the same wny as are
grris who are told fo think only of motherhood .

K.astit]on Fudy’ 6t /RS SEAEUS Bfe e, Fohsie,sonkor. -
‘In elementary 'reu‘der’s was undertaken by Stefflre '(1969)

who analyzed six Amern:nn basal serles .%o determlne the !

marital, maternal nnd vocattonal stntus of svery woman ‘e

dsp‘lqted In the réqﬂéra. The results of' the study showed
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) séverall ulscfenanfcus between the world of work po;graiaﬂ
In the basals-and the real worid. ~Only 7% of wobkers If

the - readers were found'. to. be women: whérees, iIn fact,
women’ compr | sed 37’6 of the lahour force at th time of
“the study Although In the real world a Iarna percentage
of women were ‘married and working, Steffire found the’
__ message In the basals to. be that women elther married or .
worked. Simllarly, Steffire reDé‘rted’ t’hnt. while a
sizable minority ‘of mothers worked; only 3;3% of .the basal

mo{h'ers,;uera employed. 7 . o

Further dlscrepancles were found between the compos-
1t1Sn of -the Inbour force shcwn In_the basals and the
real’ labour force. Steffire discovered that the Deréeg?-

age of 'women work|ng at the prcfesslonnl level In_the

bbnsa|s was -four times greater “than |t nc:unlly/yx . only
3% of the female workers In the readers™were shown In
fact:ery type, Jobs as opposed. to zz’i‘ln reallty, while 13%
of the ‘women In the bnsul'w'ork fnr»ce.-were shown - In
Gierical or sales -oécupations In contrast with 38% In the
real world: The 'mostA:Ignl,f!ean; Individua} op;:uputlonn!

discrepancy Involved tne taachlnu profasslan, © the .

raadersrdeplctad 33%" af women warkara as teuchsrs when In‘

fact only 7% were so empluyad Steffire nruued that tha
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‘many dlscrepancles because “the .dlssemlnntlon of nccdrate

v / :
occupational Information was not.one of the cbjectlves of

the rendl%g Series:: Stufflr however,  stressed that

COI-"TSGIIOI’S and’ teuknars ShOL”d counteract tne dlscrep—
ancies, not only to acaualnt chiidreh’ wltnlsocle/ty as It

really -Is, but also to'help prepare young gliris and boys

for adulthood. § oy
.lﬂ the 734 storles examined by Frasher and Walker
(fs72‘).'.men ere portrayed not only In a greater varlety
_.of occupations. .than women (l.e., 58 as opposed to 11),
'Eut_ vt’hey were also .shown In" Jobs outside of the home In
Aallr'noat .f_our times as many »:t’orlss: T;ncy‘ers were 'fgu.nd' . ) N
to account for half of the women shown [working In the
r}m‘ier's, an even more dlspropcrtlannts number €han In the .

basals_studled by Steffire. Frasher and Walker concluqed

that ' textbook publishers had taken It upon themselves P

"to restrict even further the female-chlld's choice of

_odcupat lonal ldentification - and po:sl"ble aspiration”
; e

(p. 743)

|
study nfter study reportaa flndlngs‘slmllar to‘those

of Frusher and wukan ‘Graebner ‘s (1972)'nna|ys|: of olu

‘and new reading :arles showed’ that thsre had baan aomk—

shift In the varlety of occupatlana wuten were portrayed
1

In (l.e., 6 In th_e old series and 26 | the new series)y b
< W R / . . BB
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However, compared to the number of roles men enjoyed

(l.e.; 38 In the old serfes and 73  In tha new serles), = - .0

women were “stlil vastly underemployed. Britton (1973)

examingd the content and Illustrations of 4,144 basal

.storles- In nrd’er to determine the n;equ-ency with which-
each ‘sex had been designated as the model representative’
for each career role. Of the 3,094 career ‘roles
dépl&ted‘ females’ occupled ohly 14% of‘tha positions,
desplte tr;e fact that. they accounted for 42% of tvlp work
. force In the U.S.A.. - Schnell and Sweeney (1976) noted
véhat the long and varled |list, of -océuﬁatlops held by
majes in readers published In 7(955, Increased In readers
publlshed. In 1971, while ‘the small Iist of tradition P

bound Jobs éccupleq by women remalned the same.

. The fIfth grade reader of one of the basal serles :
'Investlga\t‘ed by Preston (1972) showed males In a wlide
range of career roles while females were depicted as
elther nvomqmakeri" or mokher‘s In 14 out of 16 storles.
Prsscén noted that a unit i}:out 'fl.luht and space trﬁvel
In-the sixth grade reader of the.same serles made. no - = ")

T .- mention of ,female pllots,. not even Amella Earhart. As

was the case In the readers examined: by Preston, men: held -

a varlety of“‘jobs in the storles analyzed by Olliver,

while women were-almost ant!raly‘ra:trlcted to the role

S
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e of .housewlfe. Ollver remarked that ln'onén story about
. . p 2 ¥

suburban |lfe, going to work was pictured as fun for men,

whereas .staying at -home “was shown to turn’ Women ‘Into

Irritable cranks

} & ¥
The readers scrutinlzed by. Women on Words and Images

(1976) depicted men In 147 occupations and womén 'In only

28. It was also noted that the texts swwed_ that while

men can be Job holders- and fathers, women-can’ rarely be
boyh parents and workers. - Few working “mums" were found,

1 the reading  schemes Investigated vby Lobban (1974)

desplte the ‘fact ‘that the mn]orlty of “womén In Britaln

v were repnrted to ba In pald emplcyment-outslds of the

: .
o homa. . Lobbun ccncluded that the schemes were, therefore, )

ferulgn to ;he majority of children who had Work Ing
mothers.” No mothers were enplgyedllln the reading schemes
arialyzed by Lobban (1876), Whils females as_a 'w_hr:ziev ore”
shown In only two reallstic jobs out:lds of tne nome./ In
-~ contrast to 'wélmen. men vjérg d:eplcnsd In .2} occupatlions.
Lobbun“ rcmnrl‘(ad»thut the reuders were no‘t érepnrlng
chllﬂren for the nresent or future reallty but for the
raull!y of 20 years ago. )
' More ‘recent studles .of basal series have contfnued
to find the female iabour forc; mi.s_rapraaented within .eha'

pages of basal r;ogders. ln' two reading serles “used In
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British Columbla, Lorimer, " HIII, Long and MacLel lan
.(1377-73) found 91 men I:\ 42.dlIfferent ‘positions outslde
of" fa‘m’liy' roles as compared 'wl’tr‘IZID women In 4 positlions
outside of . family roles. Not counting adult roles
acauired by marr‘lpge ©or birth,Women for Non-Sexlst
Educatlion (1979) dl‘scovered 35 female c;ccuDathns and 139
male occupatlions In the reading serles examined. LorImer
and Long‘s (1978-8Q) analysis of the elementnr; grade

readers-of the Nelson serles revealed that 145 males were

_portrayed In 100, different socletal positions while 31

females were portrayed In 24 different poslitions. As
with 4Women for Non-Sexlist Educatlon, Lorimer and Long did

\

Kyle (1978) noted some changes In the 'nresegtatlon

not count famlily roles: R
of “the worfd of work, after examining preprimers .and
sixth grade basals published In the mid-1970s.. The Dl’e"—,;
primers showed both males and females In a varlety of

occupat lons. According to Kyle, "lllustrations show

women police offlcers, artists and ‘photographers as well

as male elementary “school teachers" (p.308). . However ,
« b '

desplte this Improvement Kyle pointed out that mu)Iaa were

still not portrayed In non-traditional occupations such

@ N
as nursing, the arts or clerical work.: Furthermore, as

was. found In studies of other basal serles, the readers
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“failed to convey the message that It Is possible for both
’mules and females to combine a proﬁe;slonn| and’ parental
role. "l S g ‘ ’ - | ]
111) The Actl’vltlas.:chu.ructm‘ Tralts and Emotlons of
Male and Fem;lle Characters ' :
Activities, character tralts and emotlons portrayed
In many basal readers have .also been "reported to be
highly sex=-typed. Moreover, the actl‘vltles. character
-tralts and emotlons displayed by males and females have
“been found ot only to be $imply differgnt but also to
suggest the dominance and superiority of males. The
designation of certaln activitlies, character tralt§ and
emotions ‘as elther masculjne or feminine In basal readers,

Is belleved to relnforce and contribute to early seX-role

soclallzation, and thus Iimit ‘the cholces of both boys"

and giris .(Jacan & Mischel, 1973; Lbbbun. 19756; Olliver,
1974; Preston, 1972; Schnell & Sweeney, 1975). Nave-
Hertz (1982) argues that In socl;tles where the rejectlon
?f traditiondl ‘roles Is’ transmitted.to girls, iterec-
typed por ayqlu'af .fema’le’s in textbooks, and In part-
\ l;lll". reud|n§ textbap#s; are confusing to adolescent;
girls at:'n" time ‘when they .are searching for a new
“ldedtity. o @ [
cuqtral to the stereotyped churacterlintloné cf‘ bey$
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‘and glrls dlscovered by muny of the earller nnulyse: of .
basal renders Is the geplctlor\ of boys as belng active *

* (J ¥ - and glrls as belnq ‘passive. Gruebner. s (1972) analysls

of old and new reaalny serles revealed that while a arsat

percentage of characters shown In passive roies In the

newer series were boys, boys accounted for 86.4% of alli

active characters as compared with. 61.6% In the older’
2 5. & o .

. serles.  Graebner rémarked that there had been no effort s
to make the activitles of males and females any leéss

typed by .sex In the-more recent serles. in the readers.

. .. examined by Frasher and Walker (1972), 70% of the|
; | 1 i

chlildren engaged In qgulet activities wgre girls, whi'le!

70% of - the chlldren engaged In active pursults were

. .
% boys. In summarizing the portrayal of gltls, Frasher and

Walker remarked that, “timidity, doc!iity -and. dependence
seemed characteristic In generavl of gl.rls‘throunhout the I
sérles. Thelr personalltids came across to_the reader as

. . .contalining a high degree of passivity" (p.745).
L ) After unal&/zlnq 4,144 basal sforles‘. Britton (1973) !

. . O
d\e.scrlbed boys . as beleq gonslstently stafsotyped‘ as

"doers, achlevers, bullders and sportspeople” (p.143) nnd '
girls as being stereotyped as-déclle, Dasslve and mere \ s

..spectators of Ilfe. . Br|tton polnted out the dnmlnnnt . i

position of males by notlhg that giris were shown "time ;e
- ] | !
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after time admiring boys while they stand by passively

‘with thelr doll or some other pnop" (p.145). -

Weltzman and RIzzo (1980) found that 'In:textbSok |1lus-

trations, boys were depicted as bqn{g active while glrTs

werg shown passlvely watching boys.

. ke Boys weFa portrayed slgnl”cantly more often ;nun

were giris In 'physically assertive Behaviour In_ the

Jbasals analyZed by Jacklin and Mischel (1973). Gtrlis

were noticeably more passive than boys In the ‘preprimer

(1‘975)' While the basals showed boys, going. on udventures )

5 aBidi and earnlng rewurds for varilous deedsr flve. of +he saven

storles’ which feuursd girls lnvowed reutlne school

actlivities. - In the. stories” Invg;t)vntod by Llndhack
(1975-78), -all of the passlye characters were Fsmnle
~ while 88% 6f the active chiradters were male..

glrls, boys nave also peen tereotyped -in basal readers
P \

as’ brnve\wd adventurous. A\Women on Woraa and lr‘nng‘es

glrisc-going adventuring \In, 68 stories. —In .addition fo

the fact ‘that adventuresome boys, cutnumberea adventufe-

. some girls, It was  noted that whenever. giris went

. . R
e e . Content Analysts
. 28

through seécond grade-books of the more recent edition of

. the reading serles examlnad' ‘by, Schnell ;and Sweeney

Ilong Wwith being depicted as much more active than

(1975) found boys  goling _adventuring In 216 storles’ and !
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‘nd‘entﬁrlng, they Had to be led by males anﬁ’shown what

to do. The analysis of the readers also revanlsa w3

.Instances of herolc boys as comp#Ped with 36 Instances of

herolc girts. .However, 'apart from a few exceptlons, the

lésser quallty than

bravery of giris-was- found to be of a

the bravery of- boys. as glris were only shown "saving

Ilttle younger siblings or smail animals, .working as

‘sldeklcks to clever boys outwitting hljackers or jewel—

leves" (p. 14%m. Weltdnan, and Rizzé (16803 dise idisr

covered boys to be pertrnyed as adventurous ‘La te),(tbcoks.

wnne tha only’ story examined by Ol lver (19'74) that had a

Vrual sense.. of \adventurs Invnlvsd a grodp of boys on. a

seventy ‘one__percent of cna stories

featuring, boys ‘In ' the ear ter¥ edition_ of Ythe reuamg

“camping trip.

e " seFlés examined by Schnell and. Sweeney (1975) ‘and 6Q% of

the stories featuring boys In the new. edition had themes -
4 of advantura.,hero|am, ‘problem Solving and- achleveme €
" Britton.(1973) noted. that boys were consistentiy stefec-
typed as darfng problem: solvers as well as belng herolc

and. persevering while giris wére shown to b& vacuous,

. ‘non-achleving and unthinking. -

Other ‘sex-typed character tralts' and actlivittes

P <~ .
= found' In basal readers al'sé. ‘suggested male dominance.

(soys “were ‘plctured as being leaders and as berhg mare
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creatlve than glrls Ih the readers~and soclal studles

texts examined by DeCrow (1872): Taylor's (1973)

analysls revealed that boys were portrayed not only as

eing more physical and creative than girls, but also as

béing more successful. The stereotyping was so signific-
snt that Taylor wondered how giris could fall to regard
males ‘as superior If.they learned the hidden lessons of

B R . . the readers.

- - boys pnrtlclpated in "girl activities"” \whlle no <n|rl=
engagscl In “boy activities". * In the texts lnvestlgntad

e - by weltzﬂt:' aﬁd R1zZo (1880), girts.’ wefe ‘constantly

invoived IN elther domestic. m:nvn:y or in groomlng the

il e v selves. WSthman and Rlzzo belleved that the -subi iminai-

. ) message of the texts was_that girls should learn to neln,
3 care for and serve -others as. well as _make themse!ves

- attrncclve. Women on Words and Images (1975) qlso noted

tndt ‘basal girts rehenrsed domestic. roles continually.
Glirls In the readers ‘Hppeared to be addicted to 'sewing.

und mending, while thelr f!vourica place seemed to. be -the

.+ Kitchen.  Boys, however, .were deplicted. as performing
domestic chores grudgingly to -assist thet= mothers and
sisters. .In the readers analyzed by Frasher and Walker

U+ © . (1872) no'boys plcked Flowers Or sewed, although they

i w O s
E e

=3

.+ ' As- for activitles,, Lindbeck - (1975~ 7s\found that no' -
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occaslohally cooked, but not with their mothers.

* .Studles of »moFe recently “published. basals have

dlscovered gome Improvements In the characterizatlon of.

boys and gdrls. Kyl& (1978) noted that.

published In the 'mid-1970s, girls wpv;e -shown 'to be
"éls,r_._ Independent, acnva, and  capable c_(n"solv1na
-+ )

. : » s
here's -a Boy. In the group”™ (p.308):

problems even lf

4 DreDrlmers

+ Kyle dlso dlacoverad Illustratlons n E’n
whic _:howed bo)/a"dolng househeld :hnres, reualng
quietiy, or nutﬂng an’ arm around a Grlsnd" (p.306) .
Lo“rln‘er. ‘av‘\d I.'ona ,(|979-80) polnted out\tnat the
23 cf‘ the Nelison Ll‘ﬂﬂuln& Devaloment ReaY Ing
pronram (1975) hld mada a real effort to nortray glrls In

pubiis

a wldar —ranpa of actlvltlas than hud been the- case
nls_torlcally._ Lorlmer and l;c.mn II:O notedt thnt ‘I.n the
Nelson serlas. no’ glrl mun charactara falled, not even
as nurt of a nosltlve exper lence, 'aud at the very worst.
"girl main characters needed heln to sycceed.

In contrast to the Improvanqta found By Kyle (1975)
and Lorimer and Long ‘(1979f80), M:cutpneon,» Kyle “and

Skovira ('1'978)“ volced concern. over h‘q};l ,ddb)lsners were

: y 5 S
resnondlng to- the .call for more adequate - chgruc‘ier
. Izntlons of glrls. McCutcheon et al. (1979) feuhd that

puhllghars had altered ‘the nnmes of characmrs to make

In preprimers
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them feminine withdut changlQg any of. the. characteks’

yp_ersonnl,.‘l)ty traltsZ McCut'checn et‘nl. (1979). thara‘fjlr‘e.. . E

- quest loned Wwhether a simp}

nav\e change could rosu|t/3n a

.
more adequnta deplctlon of famnles. S:ott (1950) (EES

. " covered that while the Image of glrla had- been Imnroved

. In two recently Dubllshed elemen(nry rendlng ser es. the

roles portrayed, by m‘le maln charncters remalned wover=-

% whelmlngly trudltlonal and: often stsrsotyplc © In addi~

.tjon to Ilmltlng boys' role cholces. Scatt ardied. that

on:e"s‘-l.ded;portrnynls of ‘males  Indirectly redice_the non-

traanlon‘al role options; for ,glt

is by Intrcduclng a ‘new'

3 doub1e_standard that althougsh glrls an do "nnytnlna'w

boys shou'ld mal\ntnln power. and dcmlnnnce at all I:Ost

24 - Emotions have ‘also been found, to pe rlgldly asslgnad

g & to -elther—mates or females—In— WYW

-(1973) . dliscovered the boys In the basals ‘to be’ stolc.

P ‘emot ionless people ‘who _ne\;er outwnrdly expressed nny<

. humar' éensltlvlty‘ Women  on, Words and Images '(1975)°

~observed that nelther boys nor gll’ls in bu‘sdl readers

' exh|bl‘ted any renllstlc rnnge of human erﬁbtlons and that

even the few emotl_ons that were »permltted were of{ Ilmlts .

Women .on Words and’/Images commented that It Is

"l:ruél_ to urge young boys' to suppress all ‘feelings and to

b stunt 4 Ittle giris by urging them to ‘vent Tmmatire. ones" -
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(p.29). ;I}rlnrly, in the ‘textbooks Investlgated by
.Weltzman and Rizzo (1980), gliris mxpresso;; a much wlder
‘range of emotions than did boys. - While giris were found

to be affectionate, nurturing 'feurful and JSften:crying,

It was noted that boys ruraly cried nnd were taught that
to be a mnn. a poy must contrql his emotlans. . Scott
(1980)'remarked ‘that while, n ranllty, ma|es do dlsp‘tuy
emotloris whigh ‘a’re‘llnkgd wltn soclety & tradltlunal
notlons o’f f’emlnlnlt-y, basal readers contlnued to portray

‘boys as helng "strong and’ siten

% In.contrast to the dlsmal aeplcuon of eriot 1gns - i‘n .
som‘e. readets, Lorimer and Lcng (1975 ao) found not only ‘a .

: "healthy Amaunt" iof physiéal affectlon Dort!‘ayedv Intne

aiementary arade ‘basals of the 1976 edltloh of the Nelson

“Feading series (I.

:‘pfortruyal

‘but they also discovered "a gratifylng mixture of Iike-

 sex,’ ouqo:lte-sex, chlid—adult chlld—-chlld udult—ndult.

E fnmlllul and ncn-fumnlnl uff::tlon." (p.49) . ].orln;er' and

‘Long‘s one concern was that nor-famfiial, I'lke-sex affec—

tlon .occurred bstwgen four male palrs as epDosed to only
one femnle palr. Lorlmer nnd Lcnq saw this dlsplny of

n_on-s_tereetyplc male. benuvlcur and Ilm!ted female

; . .
‘behaviour _as "a further -substantlation .of# restrictive’

and’a’ subtle denigration of females® (p.40).
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As was the case wltn boys and alrls, the portrayals K

af adult males and. fcmales In basal readers In terms of '

gﬁar?cterﬁ tralts and activities outside ‘of emp l'oyment

5 have been  found G be * narrow and " differentlated.

o Furthermore, the churucnrlzatrlons of adult males have -

been \

charactsrizatlons of ndult famales but as clmtrlbutlng to,

cogn!zed as not only more nttrac*lve than the . .

the overall nlcture of male \!cmlnnnce and =u?erlcrv|ty, as’

. ot &ei-l. Apart from cnrear Foles; ‘the majority. of! adult

)

d\enlcted a3’ L,

‘maies and femqles Jn basal, readers have been

hers = !

parents. Frasher ;and "Walker (1972) found -that .f

wera snown as.the famlty Iendsr and” as the -pnrent who

- & v ¢
¥ R played with the chllr.rren and l\elysd them sozl\le thelr WY ‘ﬁ
prop ',' ", s were shown .as the pnrent :
,‘\ h _ who comforted ~the chlldren Vinen they’ were slck. or *
) distressed. outslde Qf t‘neir nurturlng rola. mothers

uppenred to be praoccunled wlth housework and :hopplna. R

3 : Overall, the’ basal mnthur wns so dull thut Frlsner and .
. " iy b
” Walker had dlfflculty Identlfylng her as anythll‘\g but A W e

‘"supreme bore". slml lar stereotypes ubcunded ln tne
: 3
while

readers iv,west_l_.ga_ted vy Erastqn (197

mothers’ . roles wer'e “iimited to =swlng, coot:lno and.;

.cleaning, fnthers were shown provldlnu for thelr famllles

,and. -taking _:nelr chliidren slelah.rlnlnn. skating ' and
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(ﬁ‘rlt!on (1973) nated that .father’s and o(‘.her adult

males were portrayed in .the basals as«prublem sal-vars.'

dispensers of knowlédge and as generators. of ‘exclting

|déus for family . trips .or unlaue gdveniures. in

cantrnat 'Erltton couid only descrlbe the dbasal ‘mothers.‘
wpc were .shown In endlass damest‘lg't: aaélgnments, as’
. #ininteresting, un{nlnknng, +awkward; ——hardly able - to
‘prepare p|cr\|c ‘baskets® (p 146) In tne reudurs anulyzed

by Taylor. (1973)-‘momer’s were: never denlcted as .lbvlng, &

of "the. homa,.whlle femai‘es in /gener&i were portrayed ‘In

sterectyped rales und snown to be "baslcally, uninter-
’astlng, emotl\onui‘ly ‘f||ghty:—or rldiculnu;" (D;_|045i.- on
" the other. hund, T.aylor found..that greaéer pr‘estlge was
nssInned to male roles. | o . ‘, ’\g' :

Two exumlnntlons of British~ basnls carrled out by

thbnn (1974 and 1975) revealed stereotyned portrayals of

7o 5 & men and ‘women' that wse almost Idant!cu! to those found
s g

‘In Canadlan “and. Amer can rea‘daés.‘ In: the readlng schemas .
Anvestigated In:Lobban’s aanller\ study/ men were daplctod
as famlly 'leaders, the Initiatorg™of famlly act‘lvltles'

,agd as ths pnrent who Instructed chlldren In everythlng

competent ‘effjcient or conurned ubout the wor Id. outside -7

but “cooking. | | ln ccntrast womer’ were anown n|most-
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entirely In domestic and. chlid caré roles. Lobban
concluded that the reading schemes:wefe vié:e ‘sexist than
the present real Ity : and{l, therefore, . fdremn to -the

majorlity of chlldren who used them., BDIlfferentiated roles

. were also discovered in the reading schemes'examined In

: Lobban’s second study.  |Adult males Were riev' “shown

caring for chll\dren, conklng, cleaning or washing up.
Lobban , deemed “th is nortrayul ‘of malg{s to be profoundly

i |
.' . _unreallstic as |n\(eallty‘ many, men and women share —

+ hold chorés. Loben noged ‘that ‘men and. women were ot

‘nnly por trayed i dlstlnct roles but that women wera

. depiéted as lnfer_lor :c‘men. as.'evidenced by the fuct
: i3

. . R y
+~=' 'Characters In 50 readers.| Lobban-.concluded that although

soclety's devaluatlion of_\‘females already affected gliris’
= self-concepts,, the Eeqdérs would help to further the

- broceSs of female self-hat

|
wwomen on Words nnd 1mages| (\97_5) “while the busul ma‘thsr

/wns found to be a. "Ilmlte v calorless mindless craature“

"good guy” In the famlly who créates all, the fun. Male

characters also nppanred to .be. more Interesting -than

that there were only ‘,M.Q/npabla and resourceful female
i T :

~ Fathers were. pnrtrujed~4n a much more attractive’

[ oy
‘manner. than mothers were in the readers Investigated by. -

e : )' (p.33), tha study -discov red’ tne basal - father .to be the
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femaie chlr‘n\iters‘m the Cénadlnp re"adars_?alyzed:b_y_

Lorimer, NJI'.- Long and MacLellan (1977-78):  Men dise To.
prayed ‘a. wider range of character tralts than:women and
were shown as elther near—saints c_m.outrlght vitllains.
In comparison to males, female chardcters were mundane

‘and borimg. » 3 . Bl a

S Weltzmun and: Rlzzo (1980) 'notan that’ more- femnla

. -chakacters than male charncter; were. shnwn .as belnq ¥

clum;.y_i stupld cr evil In the readlna taxtbecks tney ¥
exam!ned. Yhey remarked that taxtbookl whlch rapresented . P
avi.l churlctera aa women relnforce the aecondary statua"

that Women -are ycorded_‘. Welfzman and ﬂlzzu were not = &
“alone In finding ;noman to be portrayed as’ evii or stupld ’
In- basal r‘ead‘ars.. -in, P ;rade basal story
anaiyzed by Preston _(1972),_ women were referred to‘ as
sttty things. They are only Vomen ... and not “Sxpected’ ,
to know the secrets of the trlbe' (ﬁ l4|). Oliver (lsid)

found basal females to be »»characterlud by ‘wcnknsﬂ.

AL
passivity, sllliness and bltchinea'; (p. zss). "oliver

‘alsn dlscovarad the prlmpcy role oI blsul women to b= on

‘of scoldlnn ar\d comnlnlnlnu. Frnsher And ‘Walker  (1872)

prunlams whlla Lobhn (|s75) commented that women 'In the °*

roader; were not only lnfprlor ‘to men but evil, to boot.
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» " In thé readers examined by Women on Words and Images,

wivés and mothers were not only showh as dull - but

sometimes unpleasant as well. Women on Words and Images.

Femarked that the® basal mom "spanks, yells, gets mad
iy %

(and) hates fun and spontanelty almost as much as she
’ R i

hates dirt" (p.34). The study also revealed that some . i

women In fantasy stcrles were cruel to animals. . . .

% 3 In thelr study al raadlng serles DubHshed in the

mid- 19703, Lorimer , and.-- ).ong (1979 80Y found that there i

- were fewer stereotyped ortrayals of men, women, boys and.

glrls in the élementafy basals of the Nelson serles t‘han "
had been ‘the case l/n/ earller readers‘ Hbiever , Lor Imer
and Long noted that women were mere hlghly stsreotyped

e % .
¥ \/ . than were men, boys or giris. "A ful ler deplction of men " .
. . #n , 5 s . %

In terms of chn/a_ctAr tralts was belleved to:be the major

-reason the portrayal of women 'eemed so .parrow. Lorimer

and Long .saW the more complete representation of men as

"evidence gf a dl:l;ft towards a categorical: a subtle but wo

o powerfui/ stereotyping’ centered on ~male dominance®.

(p.49) “Lor imer and Long'found even greater stereotyping

of wgmen In the elementary bas;lis) of the other reading.:

se|

es they examined.

While traditional rdles (I.e., 38%) predominated In
d ¢ 4

'/the two “brand new" postguldellne reading serles .analyzed
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by Scott (1981), there v‘ms also a substantlal numl:a‘r of
non-traditionai roles (i.e., 26%) portrayed: as’,yexi.
However, of the characters shown In traditional roles,
7su'vgera' men. while 70% of the characters portrayed ’in
non-traditlonal roles were women. Scott polinted out that
thé absence of males In 'non traditional roles was
contrnry to tha auldallnes devemped by tha publlshurs
The puldellnas stated that male stofy character; should

reflect, t"le full dlmsnslc Of male rule behaviour,

. /Tncludl}{q the ability to express emotions and the desire

to pa ‘ticipate In traaitionally female activities.  Scott
concluded , that the readers of basal stories,_ and - in
particular boys, could benefit from seeing a wider range
of role behaviour for mdles. e
1v) Ethnlc nnd Canadlan cantent

Apurt from concerns over sex blus. questions have

tAt16n of ethnic minor-

also been ralsed ovur the repr

~Ttles In basal reading seriss. According to Butterfleld,

oen&g\;, ‘@rant, Moy and Perez (1979) téxtbooks have the

potentlal|to help chllidren develop. soclally.  Because of
“the raclall and cultural blases sti|l ‘contained in reading -

textbooks\ In 1979, howev‘er. Butterfleld et al. (1979.)

‘remarked that many children experience dally abuse of

thelr pride and dignity whiler other ‘chiidren are glven a
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false sense of superiority.
Britton (1975) analyzed 5,242 storlés from 20

reading series used throughout the 'unl_ted States; and

found that only 3% bf[/\_ne\ma\n characters were minor ity -

females, while 9% were mn‘\crlty mnlesA Erlt&bn saw these

flgures for .minority main characters as underrépresent-
> Yo Py ]

atlon, for according to the 1970 U.§. census, minorities

accounted for 16% ‘of the population of the. Unlted

States. ' Britton “'and -'Limpkin -(1877) compared ~4,330 "

storles from .reading serles publlished hefore guidel (nes

were. formuiatet. by publishers to reassure parents and
educators that blases In téxtbooks wouid-be eliminated,

with 3,256 storles from nostguldellne reading serles.

The researchers discovered that the percentage of m|nar-, o

Ity‘males deplicted as maln characters Increased from o%
In the pregulfellne series to 12% In the postguldel!n.a‘
serles, while the percentaga of km’lnorlty femaies shown™as
m%ln characters: rose from just.3% to 4%. Britton and’

Lumpkln ccncluded that the publisher: mad falled to maka

a substantial attempt to lmnrova the repre: entutlcn of
W S
minority groups.

Hoffman (1976) mentioned 10 reading schemes gs_ed In

7Britain that had' no Black _or Yother minoritysgroup

&haracters; the schemes were all old ones but were stiit’

A
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employed because , some schools ‘were reluctnnt to buy new
muterlals Hof fman ul:o reported that although some of
the newer schemes did feature minority erUD cha\'acters.
othérs showed ' no evidence of an attempt to correct the
raclal Imbalance.  Lorimer, HJII‘I.’ Long and MacLellan
(1877-78) found only three storles about Native fndldns
‘and two storles about Inuits in one of the reading ‘serles
author 1zed for- Use In British Columbla. They polnted out
_that the ImpaGt, of even these few storles about Natlive
¢ canadians was diminished because 11 of then were fantasy
selau.\:lcns. X . - ;
Desplte | the Importnnce of_ xhcwlng\\chlldren n &
muutrethnlc context, kyle (|s7s) found ofily 16 examples
‘of Integated groups In.308 sly&n grade basul storles as ™
opposed to 44 Incldents of aii minority groupy and’ 96

Incldents of all non-minority groups.’ Buttegfleld et

al. discovered ‘that Blacks rarely had leadirfg ro7|p$ “ne

multicultural ~storles. Lorimer, Harkley, Long and

= Touréll (1978) were ul'sturbea by the ethnic ‘content of a

prlmary reading aerles used extensively 'In Canada. They -

falt thut the serles; albelt unlntentlonnlly. presented
Whl\ea as belng the domihant race and-Blacks as belng the

subdomlnan( raca. Lorimer et al: (1978) bnssd sthelr

\ccnclusl)ons “on such .detalls, for example, as thut Blacks
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nem only 12% of the adult pgsitions desplte u:count)np.
for 26% of fne total ehnructers. > Tna researphlrs were
also dismayed that the reading series Dresanted native
peoples o belng completely: segregated trom members of
other races. In comparison with the “findings of earller
studles, Logan ,and Garcla (1983) found an- Increase In
multiethnic story ‘content In nine major and current
American reading series that they Investigated’ Logan
and Garcla. did point out, hewever, that their study
addressed only the Issue of the quantity @f -ethnic

content In basal readers and not the Issue of quality.

Garcla and FIorszj—TlgHe (1198,6) examined the athhl"q,

content of -the primary ard .elementary basals of nine
American réading | serles published |between 1979-82.

Unilke the study by Logan and Garcla, the study was

) &
. concerned wlith both _the gquantity and the quallty, of

ethnic content In basuf readers. As*'little discrepancy
was found between the reading serle In terms of the
quantlty ‘of ethmbc content, the Fesearchers Goneluded
that the publishers seemed to have established acceptable
levels of minority conkent. Although the kuant ity of
ethnic content In the nine réading serles was deemed to
be acceptabie, Garcia and Flo e‘z-Tlgha dl.scovered that

the quallity ‘left much, to be desired, as minority groups

"
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; were portrayed In an unbalanced fashion. In 40% of the

.stories Involving Biacks and Hispan|cs, the groups were
shown In middle .class settings. spanics were also
. , frequently portrayed In rural settings, while most
stories which featuted Black characters showed them
_Interacting positively with characters of other’ raclal
ba‘ckgr‘ounds Inaontrnst nnly 1% of the selections

y * lnvelvfnn Hispanics addressed nrnblems that the greuns

fuce in real !Ife. Garcta and l_fl_orez-'rlghe concluded

that the overall portrayals of -Blacks and Hispanics In

accurétdﬁ .‘They also murked that the luthors of tha
.Feading serles seemed to be raluctant to address. mluorlty

probiems. Of all the treatments of mlnorlty groups In
. . Bt

the basal readers, the rasaarchera?qp.tsu that the treat-’

N ment of Natlve Americans was the most. unbalanced to all.
Many storles presented Nu:lveWAm;rlcanu In pre-Columbian
settings, while hardly any stories showed NatTve

. Americans on reservations, In~clitles, or assimliating
“ Into American llife. K Garcia and Florez=Tlghe conclm‘:aa
~_that the authors’ of ;the te)v(tbo‘oks‘ seemed to r;gurd NatIve
Ameritans as a.people who at .one vi‘:!mo had. Interesting

lives, but whose experiences “since ' the advent of

the nine reading -serles were more  Idealistic than”

i & . —
Eufopeans - to America were of too llittle value to be
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“included In basal readers. # LI
S . tn canada, some ut‘tentlonv has beeri' given to the
\Canadian content of basal serles, parficulariy as some
series used'in Canada are elther developed outsidé of the
- country or Internally b’y\forelgn corporations. Lor imer,
HITl, Long and MacLellan (1977-78). discovered only 14
speclific refa’rehcns to Canada and a ccmplet;: ;bun_ce of
Canadian themes In two language arts reading serles
2 _ authorized for - use In British Co;uml:a\la. Lor Imer,
Harkley, Long and Tourell (1978) reviewed a canadianizad

.. jnltlon of an -Amer lcan’ basdl serles and found it to be

N
. ~“Tess than satisfactory from a Canadlan parspectlve In

& wddition” to.a few - Lilistrations which stiil . shoved

Aligevrh:nn colns and élqna_, Lorimer ‘et ‘gl. (1978) ;'-oteu
that changes In sohe Selectlons resulted In vague,guesses
sbout. the Canadlan economy and way of Ilfe. They con-
| Cluded that there was Tuch more American than Canadian

centent _In the Canadian edition, a bl.as which theySfelt

. could lead Canadfan readers to- Infer that: elther

Canadlans are no different from Americans or that the
canadian hsrltngﬁ Is dull and boring.

&, Lorlmér and Long (1979-80) reported that one of the
¢ S

igatéd, the Ginn series, was markedly American desplte

two’ elementary grade reading.series that "tney\\ln'vest-:
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the fact that the storles were complled and edited by
Canadians, They also noted that the Iiterary asbect of
thg reading series was underpiayed, as evidenced by -a
lack of- strong thematic Inﬁegratllion and- a consldetable
use of n'ar\-fl'c;lon. In the opinion of Lorimer and Long,

“the use of nen—rlctlon in the Ginn serles, posslibly

represents a step by a miltipational to make Its books

tie common to a number of countries. They ﬂea that
: *J . reading materials which emanate from' a centra . source §

would: not on!y deprive ° cnlluren of storles whl’ch glve'

n “them Insights Into.thelr own specmc culturul nerltugd

but would alsé promote. an - Ideology. of mutual -under:

.i standing on’ the basis~of ‘ignorance of culture and ‘suc.lal

e ’ group rather than‘on a. full appreciation of Incividual T
and cultural hatprogénalty. -

'The otner ‘serles reviewed by Lorimer and Long. the . we g

Nelson 'series, was aiso complled and. edited In canndn.

. Unllke. the Ginn_ =erles. hawever.- the Nelson bnsals were

. - found to be concerned with Canadian culture. °Many of the' B

. - gStorles reflacted -an awareness of current issues. belng

addressed In Canada, while the ‘themes -paralleled those

hddra:aed In Canadian. |lterature.” 'Despite the positive

‘npacts of ‘the ‘Nelson nerles as fur !ls Canadlan ccntent

's concarnad and* Long noted ‘that the baoks

Lor imer
\

N
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lacked an attendant soclal, politica) and historical
realism. at ' «
, .
V) Portrayals of The Eiderly and the Handlcapped .
Recently there has. been some concern about how two -

other m_lno'rlty grou[;s, the elderly and the disabled, have
been rag‘i‘an'tad |nd:=snl r"sadurs. w’lth-regnru: to the
aged, Serra and Lamb (1984) bel leve that as u-&al rFeaders .
may now be- ahilidren’s prlmary source of‘information about
senlor cltlzans, educators must be aware of how basals
portray this sector of ‘séélsty to ensure -that chitdien . o
recelve arealistic view. The need for storles that deal

with ‘aging. reallstn:ally was “emphas | zed By Ribavigh and g
_Deay (1979), "who cited\studles that.not*Snly found that ;
chlldren. percelved the elderiy In tPrms of- stereotypic »

characteristics but also discovered-that children did not

want to grow old themselves. | i
B «

in one -of the féw . studles concerned |with the

depliction of old age "In basal readers, [Robin (1877)

compared the’ portrayal of the ‘elderly In three reading

serles published between 1963 and 1968 with tHe portrayal 55 <

of tl’le elderly in a reudlng serlas publ I shed In 1876

Robin found the aged to be sarlous!y und rrepresonteu

numerically, as they actounted for only 6.8% of .the total
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{ Bopulation of poth the older and newer reading .serles.
Rbbin dld note, however, -that the presence of elderly

characters was quite.prominent In th stsrleﬁ\ which

they were lncluded. as 66.2% of all Old characters In the

pre-1870 url‘es and " 78. 4%‘ f oall eld characters In the

H 1976 serles -were featured major charactersd As for

*’ the quallty of-the portraydis "of the elderly, Robin

dliscov_ered that there was™"

v . . .
descrlptor: for the .elderiy-{In the newer texts, as well

'therefora. questloned whethbr the uged were -as vlvldly

nrasentud as wa;a characters of other aae group: In tr(e
¥

later books. Eurthermnre. as the descrlptlons of most

old characters. n'\ the neyer series could  be " Judged

B " nelther as posltlvs or negatlva and as a Inrge‘ proportion

R behaviours, Robln speculut‘ed that the aged might well be

‘nércs'lved as .dull. As an ‘ovefall comment on the

deplctlon of old age ln both the. pra-1s7o serles unu the

1976 ser res; Roblin - rergnrkeu that  the r‘aaﬂel;s; are not

therefore might Influence both chlldren's future personnl

‘desires and thelr treatment of thew aldquy.

. ° Kingston and Drotter (1981)" concluded that old. men

' . : 114

general lack. of wverbal.

‘as fawer |||us’tr£nons showfrig ‘oid characters.. ‘Robln,
l\

4 -f “the olderly were .shown -In supportlve and helpling -

u_oclnllzlr{a :f\_lldren to soclaty as ‘It'reiHy Is’ And‘
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and womert were not adequately portrnyed'ln a reallstlc

non-stereotyped manner - In the slx rendlng series that %

they examined. While noting that the readers tendell to
show the ‘elderly In a positive Iight, Kingston and
Drotter found that, as In th!‘ new ser iG! examined by
Robih, there were few storles In which tHe personal
attributes of Gld charadter's were fully deplcted. The
.illustrations of the aged were discovered tq‘be non-

real Istic and stcreotyped..fo’F~example, old women were

shown slttlng In rocklnu chalrs and knlttlng or sewlr’a 5 . 5

Twhile old men were oftan showp,smoklna a plpe or hotding

a car}e‘ ' The main role of the ﬂdbr‘ly 'n the buauls wns

as gr'nbdparents. as.80.out of & total of 188 aid char-

‘actePs were round to £il1 thla'paslt‘|6n4 o Unl|ke e
'readers annlyzed by Robln, ‘Kingston and Dl;ott'ur. dis-
cove’red ‘that, apart from ha!ng unrenllstlcnny portrnyad,
'old_ characters_ were on the whole unlmportant "Ths
elderly were rarely maln characters und. even when they
were, they. tended to 'be featured In falry tules or othar
highly Imaglnatlv stor les. o7 G & k
“In contrast to .the findings of Robin and Kingston

nqd -Drotter, Rlbowcr\ nd Dsny'(1$79) iound great

vurlabll!ty nnd a degree of reallsm ln the vortrlyals M

elderly characters ln the six rend!np serles that thay
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Investigated.. All six reading serles were: published
between 1978-78. _Ribovich and Deay belleved  that the

health of s‘enlcr cltizens was reajistically deplcted as
only 16% of the elderly were shown as being In “poor
health while 5% were shown as having exceptlonally good
ni’nl‘t'h‘ Ribovich and Deay hypothesized that the' pub-
llshars ‘of the readlng serles had exerted greater care In
chnractar descrlntlons becuuse while s<;me old characters
ware. portrayed ‘as successful, useful or plensané, 'o'ther
old ch;ract'era._w'ére shown as -having negative Qharuétei- )

Istles: :Apart. from the Improved denlctlons of the

elderiy, It was )oted that. the busfnls also addressed .

dlfflcult Issues nvolvlng " chl ldren \:nd qranupurents.

Thls' wa: saen ‘as a great stsn forward. \Desplte the

positive. trends,: however, Ribovich and Deay remarked that

. there ‘was stlil. room*for Imnrovemant partiéularily ‘with

renu_ruis‘ta the: number, sex and race of elderly char-

acters. 7'The aged werefeatured In only 6% of the 1600

sejections analyzed, and those who were featured tended

to be. White males. Some Stereotyping of the actlons. of

“the elderly was also™found by ‘Ribovich -and Deay, as the

klnd;( lob;’hem by otd peema remalna:l narrow wnlle the '

con!rlbutlons that senior cltlzuns mnde tanded to be’as a

»rssu.lt\of their Interactlions with chlldren rather than
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§ Bexey )
through What they themselves accomplished. Ribovich' an

Deay also felt that the Il|us;‘trntlons In the readers left’
much to be desired as most &f the elderly were drawn with
stereotypic Imag®s.  They bé‘lleve‘ﬁi that the reason the
aged were stereotyped 1% the Illustrations was because’
the text often prov tded Illustrutors with ton few clues ' -
about he !DDQBI’BHCB! of churactera.

\
As was tr\e case In the :tudy by Rlbavlch and( Deay, .

Serra nnd Lamb (1584) ‘noted Lhat the publlshera of the
four readlng serles that they\ exnmlneg nppepred to, have
fcl‘lowed some of" the advice oﬂ research. Serra and Lamb’

found that progress had been m de in the areas of storles

dealling.with sickness, the probtlems and chal lenges of the .

elderly as well as close relnt“lonshlns between children

I v
and non—related old Deople. . Although they| also dis-

stereotypes In the readera, serru and Lulnb recognlzed the

. need for 'mare.non—-stereotyned s‘torles. Furt‘h?rmore. the

reseéarchers remarked :th the basals ‘should feature more

i i . E
_storles showing the elderly In"sbcl;'l activities, cutslde

of thb home and more storles dealling wlth daath' In an ~ W B
honest and sensltive mnnner. Just a8 did authora “of

other, stud|es q‘:ncerneu with the. portrnyal of old age Iin °
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numer lcally undarrepresent!d In the reading serles that

thay sxamlnod. The researchers dlscovereﬂ thnt.nly 6.8%
of 1,038 stor les Included or discussed the aged, “aithough
nccordlng to, the 1980 U.s. census, 11.4% “of ‘the Popy-
Jation of the United States was over 65 year old.

The trend towards malnstreaning disabled students
appears to be ‘the .main reason ‘for the co‘n‘slderatlon of
the way .In .which: basal readers pcrtray disablilty.
Baskin (1981), Butterfield et al. (1979) and  Hopkins
(jes2) all state that basal stor'ies about the handlcapped
cculu be used,to pr;:mote nmong regular classmem students
undurstandlng and- pcsltlve attltudes toward thelr dis-
ahled peers. $ ! Lo

saskin (1981) Inspected ‘the: grade 16 basals of the
re’udlnn serles most freduently used by primary teachers
In'Ne\V'FYork State and found only 67 text raferences‘.to
the handlicapped. The average berce’r‘n:;ge of iliustrations

reflecting dlsabll itles at each grade Jlevel 'rahged' from a

nlgn uf 8. 0% at the grude 1 level to a )aw of 4.3% at the

grnde El level. Tns researcner. ‘however, remarked thnt

vthe-psrceﬁtagaa may:bp Infl.ited bécuuse It was dlfflcult

to datarm!l\e whether or not a character who wore glasses -
actually had a vlsual Impa lrmbnta * The ‘average percentage.

. of . lllustrations rsng;unggnon_-vtsléﬁ related dis—
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abllitles at each grade-level was found to range from a .

high of 3.1% at the grade 3 level. to a low of 0.2% at the

grade 1 .18V Baskin concluded that considering that
8.5% of cHitdren attending publ lc school -In the Unites
States have dlisabllltles notable enough t be covered by
PL94L142 (Bureau of #he Handicapped, 1979), the excep—
tlonalitles of these chilidren are serlously unde?repre—
sented In the basal readers that were examined.’ in
addltlon to the Infrequent portraydls of the handlcabped
ln text and ||1ustra:|§p the reseu{phar was disturbed by
the strudtirafly-unsound wey tn which the: basala pre="
sented di'sabl | I:y, as storles -about the disabled tended:
to'be elther grouped together or with stories about other
minority groups. One basal rea‘der had a treaément of the '
tralnlng‘ of gulde dogsysandwlcned between two commendab |y
long selections dealing with bl Ind persops. .Baskin felt,
howevdr: that the very ghettolzatlion of disabllity

detracted from the constructlve and quantlitively Impres—

-slve message of the selectlons

in the grade 1-3 readers analyzed by Butterfleld et

al. (1979), there were only two storles-‘about the handi-

capped, — both of wnlch Involved characters who vwere
i

bilnd. Ina iuch wider survey’ involving the most. recent

editiohs of 12 major Feadidy series used In the United
s y i 4
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States, Hopkins (1982) found that only 38 of 4,656 selec-
¢ tions dealt with any kind of handicapping condltion.
. _ Consistent with Baskin's \findings, Hopkins found that

visual handicaps were overemphasiied as 26 of the 39
~ . . storles Featuring,the disabled- were about the blind.
{llth regards to the Individual reading serles, Hopkins
dlscovered ;rgat almost hal f of t'r.\e }2 serles contalned
- i ::n:.y‘ one -selectlon ubaut' the nandicanbed. desplte the

A B fact that between 0% }ln’d 12% of school age.chlldren have

some kind of disabllity. HopkI'ns concluded that pub-

Ilshers need to depict more handicapped characters making

:positive cohtributions to soclety.

Vi) The Deplictlion of Reading
s . : ~ -
= B L The bellef that the manner -in which the act of

reading Is.portrayed In Instructiofal materials may have

somie Impact on children's attitudes towards reading has
fostered Interest In the way In wh i'ch reading Is‘dep‘lctnu
In -basal readers.  Snyder -(1979) .and Hall (1883) argue

e that basal eharacters. who read can convey to chlldren the

purposes - and Importance Tof readi ng. Grsen—wyi;;derr and

'.Klngstqn (1988) belleve -t}'\at as children's success ‘In
learning to read Is Inflienced by what they-see done by.

~ adults and companlions, the depiction of reading In basals
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may also have some Impact on children's attitudes towards
\
" reading.

Burris (18978) examined the two most . frequently

purchased e lementary redding .serles -in the state of Texa¥

and folnd that 18% of the Imafy level selectlons and

21% Of the elementary selections contalned Incldents of

L g
readlng. However, Burrls polnted out that only 2 to 3.56% -

of the sélections featured what could be déscrfibed as
expliclit models of .book or magazine reading. The func-

\ tlon of print most f.r-em;lently deplcted wasginformation,

while "the formats of print shown m¥st often were books
. and letters. Burrls found +that at’the primary level,
Dee} age readers were presented ‘In greater numbers than
any other group, while at the elementary level, adults
werd the domlinant group.™

'\Snyder (1978) Investigated the Introdictory basals
of 0 reading serles used In North Amerlca to flhd out
Whether or not they conveyed -the message that reading is

Import'nht. valuable and pleasant. ~ Snyder discovered that

reading was dep|cted as useful to a varlety of characters’

In all of th books that were survéye'd. Reading,

hbwever, was. shown to be of greater use to males[thhn\

females, as. 29% of the reading Incidents Involveq boys

and 14% InvoT¥ed men, while giris were shown reading In

. »
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22% of the ,Incidents and women In a mere 1%. To
emphasize the deartm of women depicted as, reading, Snyder
pointed .cut that basal amimals did nine times the amount
of reading ‘done by basal women. snyder was also
Goncprned that people reading at ‘work had low visIblllty
In the texts; for example, Snyder reported that although
a number Gf teachers were shown In the storles, only one
teacher was: actially portraydW ‘as reading. Another weak-
ness discovered by Snyder was tnat altnough a variety of
reading mntarl’uls Wi @isprayed un NS HasEie, ORI
storybooks and signs appeared In any number. As for the

settings In which reudlngv took" place, 'Snyder found that

“while most reading was done In and.around the nome, basal~"

churacters were about as |lkely to.read on the street and
In the park as_in school. . (

in" a study similar to. the one undértaken by Snyder,
Hall. (1983) uxamlne‘u\\g':lx’ widely used British “basal
serles. _7In filve of the serles, Hall found only 29

Incidents .of reading on 2,632. pag _While the majority

of Incldents .involved -childrén reading at:'.school, Hatl
5 ¥ 5 - ~

remarked that the .interactlon between student and book

was sometimes very negatlve. ~ In sharp contrast 'to  the
other serles, 'the sixth reading series showed many

characters reading In -purposeful- ways. Hall noted that -
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the sixth serles.was the ohly one that was founded on the
premise that chlidren need to understand why reading Is
useful and Importang.

‘An  Inadequate ‘depiction of reading was also dis-
covered In flve popular American basal reading series
Investigated by Green-Wilder and Kingston (1986).

Although there were 273 ‘Incidents of reading In 2,497

-selections contalned In the flve serles, Green-Wiider and

Kingston "pointed out that few storles contalned more than
a fleeting reference to reading behaviours. Green-Wl|lder
and Kingston commented that reading was not portrayed as

an integral or Important part of dajly Itfe In any of the

serles. Of the basal characters who did. read, most were

humans; °chlidren (1.€., 126) read more than adults (l.e.,

100), While males (l.e.. 123) were found to read more

than females (l.e., 101). A varlety of materlals was
read, particularly books, newspapers and. persomal commun
lcatlons. Howaver, Green—Wlider and Kingstan noted that
slgns and advertisements were_ seldom read, despite their
prominence In western socletles. As for the uses of
reading, Green-Wiider and Kingston found that in 77
selections the purpose for reading was to gain’ Informa-
£lon, while' In 54 selectlons one Individuai. read to

another. in contrast, only 29 stories were found to
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[ feature people reading for ‘pleasure, whlle a mere 15

; ‘réading Incidents “were " Jjob or school related. The

f re;eurchers concluded that If publlshells of basal serles

presented reading In a more posltivs~ fashlon, chlldren
_might well be encouraged to read themselves._
. '

Summar.

The following Is a syn!:hesls of ' the ma jor flndln‘gs'
of the a}mlyses of basal readers revlewed. In the second
section of this chapter. .

For the most part, the examinations of the basal
readers revealed that: i )

1.. Boys and.men were featured much more frequently
' " than were giris and women In the text and Iliustrations

Vofrtha basal readers.: Males predominated both in terms,
; : of total ‘characters and total main characters. )

2. Mép were shown In considerably moré career roles
than women. Furthermore, men were shown In a greater
var lety—of--career roles th#women,v Men and women were
depicted InA traditional occupations, although some
z .Improvem‘e‘nis w!th‘r‘anards' to :women were. found ‘In more

_recent basal reading serles.

e 3. In terms . of .character .tralts, boys were

e po‘rtrlyed as brave; nd}venturo‘us. active and successful.




" readers gontalned few multiethnic stories. £

/numer lcally underrepresep

_characters. " in addlt
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In gontrast, giris were portrayed as passive, timid,°®

nurturing and unsuccessful. While boys were .deplcted as

.being stolc and emotionless, glirils were. often shown

glving vent to their emotlons.

4. As with the portrayals of boys nnd_glris. the

-portrayals of men and women were narrow and .dlfferent-

lated. Outside of career roles most men and women were,

shown as parents. While fathers were depicted as

‘leaders, providers and sources of family happlpess,

+
mothers'were shown-as belng uninteresting, unpleasant and

preoccupled Wwith .household~ chores and looking after

chlldren.
’

. 3
5. Minority “groups ‘were poorly represented both

quatitatively and quantitatively. Furthermore, the basal

6. Basal readers used In' Canadlan.schools, but

déveloped outside of Canada did not” have adequate

Canad]an content. .

7. The elderly, In particular elderly females, were

both as major and’ minor

= %
derly characters wi

re underrepresented numer-

unrealistically portrayed
8. The handlcapped

ically. Furthermore, visual handicaps ‘accounted for a,
4 - oy ) A
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disproportionate number of the total handicaps shown.

' 9. vVery few Incidents of reading were deplicted.
Children read more than adults, and males read more.than
¥ females. Reading was shown as being relatively unimport—

ant. . . : . .

5
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CHAPTER 111

. 3 g
- The Deslgn of the Study .

Introduct lon

The purpose of this chapter .Is to describe 'the P

development, ’‘structure, and rellablllty of the basal
reader #nalysis kit and the 'procedures followed In
* #
i, J ’
analyzing the Basal readers’of the 1975 and 1983 editlons

of

the Nelson L Developmental Reading program.

The, chapter Is  organized  as 'follows: . .(a) Cholce of

_Reading . Series, (b) The Analysls Kit, (c) The Collkction

of Data, - (d) Rellablllty of the' Analysis, and .'(e)

Cholce of Reading series . 4 . S
Britton and Lumpkin (1877b) warn would-be users of

thel; textbook analysis kit In boid letters that’, "Text-

book analysis Is tlme consuming!"

(p.21). > As the scope

of the analysis was to be considerably wider than that .
outlined In Britton and Lumpkin‘s| commercial package, 1€
to one

was deemed necessary>“to Iimit the examination

reading s%rles.
\,

The Nelson L Develbpmantal "Reading Program

was sélected for

analysis because both the 1976 and 1983°




. levels.

4

Lumpkin's nnalysrs pacli;ge 1
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edltions have been offliclaily adopted by the Newfoundland

‘Ministry of Educatlon Fg’ use In Newfoundland schools. ®

:As thet 1933 edltlon OF the Nelson Language Devalbpmen!al'

Reading gNatworksz progr\am is comnosed of basals for the
fourth c fifth and’ sixth grndes only, 1t was necessnry to

ra:trlct the analysis to readers deslgned for. these grade

The Analysis Kit ’ 2

'i'he contents of the basal reuders‘were scrutinized

by meuns of nn analysis klt The un:lysls\klt was based

on A consumer s Gulde to sex Haca and Career. Blas in

Publ lc schcol Textbooks .an analysls Dﬂcklﬂe developed by

Britton .and Lumpk kn . ‘The main Dur‘pcse “of Britton and

~
parents -and othera wlth an lpprcprlute resaurch tool for

g
objactlvef’y documenting the exlstence or abkem:e of sex/

‘rnce/nureer blas In reading, Iiterature and soclal

sclence curriculum materials" (p.22).
N 7 .

point: | > X . . E

15 The dlstribution of, storles according to genre.

SN x '
2. ,The numerical representation. and portrayal. of,

malds and. females. . -

(to [provide 'educntors.'

U 2 4 . v
The "analysis' klt- sought. data. on the following
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3. The eéthnic origins of the basal main charactery

and the. ethniclty of stories with more: than one human
character. ' * 5

‘o i 4. The careers of the basal characters In terms of
sex and sex and ethnic origins. )

B = . 5. The extent of Canadlian content.

6. The numerical representation and portrayal of
4 ¥

the ‘elderly, . ) @ $
Tt7. . The numerjlcal representation of the handlcapped

and nandlcanulng condltlonm

. . 8.s The deplctlon,af reading.

Although Britton and_Lumpkin's analysis kit ‘was

. « designed to document posstbie sex/race/career blas In

textbooks; the Investlgator bellieved that certalin changes
and uddltlons were necessary g "

To record main characters by sex, Britton uhd
Lumpkln s pnnlysls klt uses such categorles as “boys und
g!rls' and "men nnd women“ for stories In which both
males and females are featured. Considering that a'story
. ml‘ght have three maln protaganfsts (e.g., two male and

one female), It was -felt that Britton and Lumpkin's

,categorles might not adequately reilect the number  of '

each main

‘&muvn characters of: each sex. - Consequanu},
- . | .

e P ¢
character (l.e., the charactem around whom the story. |s
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. s b
A centered) was tallled separately. In order to further

deflg}«ﬁfe/n;merlcn‘li'representatIon of males and females,

howsver, the compesition of stories in terms of cate- "
gorles simlilar to those used by Britton and L&nkin

(e.g., boys alone, women and boys, adults nn}i giris) was

“recorded. A record was also kept of the kind and sex of 8
all characters, as well as the age of human characters.

As used In Britton and Lumpkin’s anailysls k’l\t'to.'dlffer-

. entlate maln characters, kind was recor::e/r.i In terms of

" humian, :animal. or other, while the age of human characters

\ was recorddd In terms of gglilt or chiid.
- e 3

. . in adgdition to recording “the\ éthnic origins of main

characters, “tfie ethnic composition of storles with more

than one human character was recorded In order to, estab-

Ilsh with greater certainty Whether or not the basal

storles are dominated by characters belonging to _a

partlcular‘ ethnic group.. Although It was not always
possible to establish the ethnic origins of every =
v : .

character In a story, .a story was deflned as being uni-

ethnic If " the 'text ‘und _I’IIustrntlons or)lvy Indicated

characters belonging to a single ethnic group. A simllar

record. was made by Butterfleld, Demos» Grant, Moy -and
gard.

Perez (1879) In a muiticultural analysis of an American

reading serles.
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In an attempt to Mescribe the portrayals of males
and females In b;'ender terms than mere appearances as
main a;’|d minor characters, the frequency with which both
sexes displayed certaln personality tralts was noted.
The recording of nersanallty trafts exhibited by basal
characters was carried out In a study By Lorimer & Long
(1979/80). Unllke LorImer and Long,-however; the Invest-

igator deemed |t necessary to predefine, and :l;nrbfore

Iimit, the personallty ' tradts In order, to malintaln

objectivity ‘and. allow for rater-rater reliabplity
testing. * The “17 Esrsanallty trnlts that were tnllled
were ones, that 'had been frequently .mentloned * In other
studles (efg DeCrow, 1972; Frnshé_rv_& ‘Walker, 1972;
Graebner, 1972; and Mnrt‘;n & Matiin, 1976) as bélng the

central 'tra{ts of male and female stereotypes found In

~
* -
As It has bden noted In several studies_(e.g.,

basal readers. ] L

Britton, 1973; Lobban,' 1974, 1976; Scott, 1980; and

Welt'z_man & Rlzzo, 1980) that males |In basal readers |

'rnrely expressed any human sensltivity, all Instgnces of
physical - affection between _story characters were
recorded. The categorles used In documenting physical

affectlon In the basal readers, (e.g., same-sex, onbo:ltg-

adult-adult, famlllal and

sex, child-adult, ¢hild-chlld
2 N A

\
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non-fami|lal n’ffectlon) were tho;e used by ‘Lorlmer and
Long (19797665 1n. an. ‘eariierF ‘ahalvsis. ‘The emo:!on'al
make-up- of males and fémales in tHe basal readers was
further analyzed through the noting of the age and sex of
characters who cry. The rccordl_ng of |nstn;\ces of ¢rying
In reading series led Homen on Words and Images (1975) to

observe that basal readers tended to show -that while

N / =
‘glris succumb to foolish weeping, boys must fight back

'

tears. . . x \

i ©a
- The careers of adult characters were recorded. In

G .
terms of Sex, and sex and race as ‘descrlibed. by Britton .

and [.ump!’(ln (1977b) . Britton_and Lumpkin’s method bf
nd ¢

.
documentlng\pe ethnlc origins of main characters was

also. followed, though ethnic groups more |lkely to be

found In Canada were used. -
.- .

q‘rl!ton and Lumpkin's analysis kit was éxpnnded In

order to determine the representation of the elderly, the .

handlcnn’ned,‘ and the -act of reading In 'the Nelson

3 = . "
.basals. The decision to widen the scope of the analysis

“was made In .response to previous studies of . reading

serles (elg., Baskin, 1981; Hall, 1983; and Robovich &

‘Deay, 1979) that found the elderly, the handicapped and

the act of Teading to be poorly’ portrayed both quant-

Itively and qualitively. As [t had been noted in a few

Content Analyslis —\f

S~
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studles (e..g., Lorimer, Harkley, Long & Tourell, 1978)
that some reading seriéd used Canada are lacking In
Canadlan content, -’tn‘e anulysls/[l/t v;as also expanded to
low for an examination of ‘the extent of Canadlian

content In the Nelson readers. . :

I'n addition to counting the numblr of elder!y char-

acters, the portrayal of the elderly In both edltlons of

the Nelson Language Developmental Reading program was

examined by means of flve ' categories.  Four of the’

categories had been employed In a previous analysis by
Serra &nd Lamb (1984) to Investigate how bas:als den.lct
fr;e elderly. sSerra and Lamb noted the. number of storles
in \Ntlltin ‘the e’ldefly wera;_shown having a relntl‘onsmp
with an unrelated person, fuélng problems and challenge$§,
\:elngn ;ocinll.y'uctlve and breaking .old age and sex
stereoty—pés. The. fifth category, the. frequency with
which the aged were shown -as grandparents, was suggested
by Klingston and Drotter (|98|).'. In documenting . the
c_ienlctlon of "old age" In basal readers.’Klngs'ton and

Drotter observed that the main role of elderly characters

was that of grandparent. =

'As @It had been discovered -In earller studles
(éutterfleld et al., 1979 and Hopkins, 1982) that a high

proportion of the handicapping condlitions portrayed |n
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basal readers tended to be of a visull nature, the types

of exceébtionallties, as well as the number of characters
with disabllitles, were recorded. The Importance of the

roles played by handicapped characters .in the ‘basal

storles was determined by using Britton and Lumpkin's

criterla for Identifying maln cnnracteréA

The deplictlon of reading In ‘the two editlions of the
g < i g

Nelson Lang Developmental Reamn; program was Invest-
‘lgated by means of three suEvey dusdEions: LEed N A
analysls by Snyder (19_79'). The questions sought Inform-
atioh about what Is read, where this reading takes‘placs

Lorimer, HIIl, Long and MacLellan (1977-78) deflned
the degree of Canadian content In .two primary language
arts r;udlnq‘ serles In terms® of speélflc referenées to

Canada and the nimber of stories with Canadian themes.

iy
Criteria slmllur to those employed by Lorimer et al.

(1877-78) were uaed to nscertaln the extent of Canadian

content In the Nelson readers. .

The Collection of Data

Every fourth, flfth and sixth uraué basal of the .
1976 and 1983 edltions of the Nalson Lunguage Develop- *

‘mental Readlnﬁ program was . Investlgal‘ed. ‘As In Britton




) .Content Anglysis

P

/ 136,

and Lumpkin's (1977b) analysis klt, storles were the

units of analysis. All plays In the readers were counted

as stories, however,  poems were not examined. Storles
were categorized according to four genres: fiction,
non-fictlon, fantasy and blography. For every story,

whenever Indicated, records were made'of the sex, race,
age and disablllty, 'If any, of each character. Whenever
the career of an adulg characterﬁ’could be Identifled, it
“was' noted In terms of thé character’s sex and ethnlc
orilgln. If the career of a gharacter \ius men‘tloned
‘continually In ‘the story, the career was stili counted
only once. However, |f flve dentists were portruyed In
the same story, then the career of dentist was tallled
flve times. Each occurrence of a character reading was
also recorded, as was every actual place hame -ment loned
In the storles.

Whenever . a character's sex, race, career, age or
disability was Indicated solely by an illustration, the
Incident was class|fled as n;'ln_g Indirect. Simliarly,
when‘ever a character’s sex, race, cﬁrqer, age or dis-
abllity was Indicated by thé text or the -text and
Illustrations, the Inclident waé clagsifled an being
direct, The distinction batwae_n dll‘ec!vﬂnﬂ Indirect

Incidents was made becauseé It had been noted by Britton
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(1876) and Moore (1984) that some publlishers have .used
Illustrations to superficlally balance  the content of
basal readers In, terms of sex, race, age and disabllity.

For each category,- the findings are preggnted In
terms of frequency of occurrence In each basal reader.
For Roth editions. of the Nelson reading serles, the
results of the analysis ‘are presented in.terms of fre-
quencles and pafcentn‘ges for each area of concern. Where
Indicated, separgte frequency tables are glven for direct
and. Indirect Incldents.

Rallnblllky Of the Analysis

After the' 1975 and 1983 editions of the -Nelson

L Developmental Rendlng.b‘rourﬂm» had been analyzed

iaccording to ‘the ‘criteria of the analysis kit, the
analysis was (subjected to a rater-rater test' of reli-
abllity. . SIx storles, one feom ench giads level BF the

two editions, were randomly selected for reanalysis by

new .raters. The reanalysis was carried out by three

elementary school teachers after-a short tralning sesslon
given ‘by the Investigator on_the use of the‘annlysls‘
kit. -Each of the new raters was ussluned the task of
analyzing two stories of the same ‘arnde level, “one from

each edition of the Nelson ;erles. After the storles had
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been reanalyzed, the results were compared with those Gt~
" .

the original analysis.

Summar .

This chapter has described the development, struc-
ture and scope of the analysis Kkit. 1t has also
dellneated the —basal readers to be examined and the
method of collecting data. While this chapter _has
described the procedurgs followed In testihg the reli-
ablilty of the analysis kit, the extent of rater-rater
agreement I|s presented In the following chapter, along
With the results of the analysls of the basal readers of
the 1976 and 1983 -.editions of cha‘Nclsnn Language

Developmental Reading program. : L
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CHAPTER IV

Results of the Analysis and Discussion

Introduction
The results of the rater-rater test of rellabllity
described In the preceding chapter, and the results of

the analysis of the basal readers of the 1975 and 1983

editions of the Nelson L Developma!tal Reading
- e
program are reported and discussed In this chapter. The

chapter Is organized under the following -subheadings:

i (b)

(a) Results of the Rater-Rater Test of ‘Rellabl ||t
Results and Discussion of the Speclfic. Areas of the

Analysis; and, (c) Summary.

. Results of the Rater—Rater Test of Rellabllity

After the six randomly selected stories had been
rina)yud by neiy raters, the. results ware compared with
those of ' the original analysis. The extent of rater-

rater agreement for each story was as follows:

= . 1976 Editlon 1983 Editlon

Rater 1 (grade 4) ° =~ s 85% 100%
Rater.% (gfade &) - 84% 84%

Rater 3 (grade 6) toeT% - . e3%
. +
It was! observed that the .recording of persopallty
o
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i Lo
tralts accounted for 58% of the differences’'between the
three test raters and the original rater. Excluding the
.tnl I'les of the selected personality tralts, the’ degre‘e of

. rater-rater agreement for each story W’ll!H as fol lows:

a4 N 1976 Edition 1983 Editlon B

Rater 1 (grade 4) 1% 100% :
( Rater 2 (grade 6) 74% ) 82%

Rater 3 (grade 6) i 88% . 100%

kesults and. D} N of the Specific - Areds of -t!uo
5 Analysis . : T
: The re’sults» of the analysis are presented In ‘a
Serles of tables In thls section of the chapter. The ° L
tables aré grouped .nccordlng’ to the following speclfllc

~ areas of the‘uynn!ys!s they pg)‘tnln to: (a)gTotzﬂ Sto’r‘l’e; .
=, by Genre; (b) The Kumer lcal Representation gnd Portrnya’l‘ "
olF' Males and Females; (c) Tpe Ethnic originsiof the Basal
'cr(iracters__; (d) Canadian Conter{(: (e) The Numerical

O Representation and Portrayal of the Elderly; (f) The
: Sshe : :

: " Numgr lcal ‘Representation of the Handicapped and ‘Handi- |
cappling condltlonls; and (g) The Deplictlion of Reading. ' ) 3y
: . il
For the most p\urt, all tables pertaining to a

\ specific’ akea of the analysis are - considered together. "

Hawa‘er.‘ s tabrles concerngd with the numerical repre-
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and portrayal of males and femaies and the,

ethhic content of the basal.readers are dlscussed separ-

ately because the scope of the analysis Is particularly

broad In these'areas. ) \ "

Out of convenlefice and the need for brevity, certain

abbreviations are used In tfie tabies. The anbbrevlntlons ~

used are |isted below with thelr expanded forms.

Back

Flct

N-Fict = ., = Non-Fic

Fant’

e
- Buck!incks and Bumb |ebees

Rowboats and Rollerskates C . 2

= Driftwood and Dande| lons,

. R

= Hockey Cards, and Hopscotch . =
= Northern. Lights and Flyling Machines

= Kites and Cartwheels ® "

= Slgeping Bags and Flylng Machlnes 5

= Toboggans and Turtlenecks
.
= Zoom Shots

= Flip F.lops . '

. L
Ripple Effects’ Y

"Time Spinners

P
Star Flights

Sky Striders

= Flctlon .
-

Fantasy . s 6 \




i 5 o N v :
L= .
.
i ] ‘
. P
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. Blog - Blography ° & ’
\ Mo = Maie” . £ .
Vv = Female . 4
N-1 = Non-identiflable =~
, ~cdh - Candiilan’ % . %
N-Cdn = Non-Canadian
5 /s char * =\Character
) N . p
. 1 Chars ' = gharacters
\/' ' - bt
AY > . .
. . -
Y
R ’
N
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2 Total Stor les by Genre
- Table 1.0 "
Totai- Stories by Genre — 1975 Edition
) Genre © Total .
Basal . Flet  N-Fict gFant Blog  Storles
Back LI 3 t2 1 14 :
. S i« . '
Row . 10 # 5- ; 16
orift . 4 3 8244 3 18
Iniee 3 L ! .
Hock 1" 3 8 2 18
North 7 ‘1 6 14
Kites 12 ?"1 * 3 1 17 :
Sieep 10 Js 2 1 18
Tobeg c v - 8. . 3 - 4 g 5" 16
. B -~ % 2w
‘ Totals 70 20 35 4 129 }
% of _Totn‘l ¥ . ¥ % - &
T oad

Stor les: 4.3, - 16,6 27.1
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Table 1.0 4 o : .
. ' Total Stories by Genre — 1983 Edﬁgon
. Genre - - T Total
Basal Flat  N-Flct  Fant  Blog Stor les
¢ . !
. p
. t
Zoom 11 4 3 18
i .
FI!T 7, 4 8 7y
Rip ~ 7. 5 7 1 .20
Time 3 9 "o 23 2
star .9 7 10 Y6 ; :
'
sky © 8 8 4 1 fLo21 §
Totals 45 - 37 41 2 126 g
: . :
] : .
%.of Total “ B 3 3
storles 3s 29.5 33 1.5 . & \
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The most striking difference’ between the 1975 and

1883 editions shown In Table 1.0 (pp. 142-143) Is the

" decrease In the percentage of fliction selections and the

Increase In the percentage of non-fictlion stories In the

N
1983 edition.’ Whereas, In the 1975 edition, fiction

~
stories outnumber storlies. of all other genres .In aly

.bésnl's.bpt two, only one basal In the 1983 edition has

more flction selections that those of all, other qenr;s.‘
lri contrast; while only oﬁp basal In the 1976 edition has
:orq than three non-fiction storles, all basals In the

-
1983. edition have more than three non-fictjon stories.

. B i - L
5 rhe "
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The Nﬁnarical Representation and Portrayal

of Males and Females

'
* Table 2.0 RO
Distribution of A1l Characters by Kind, Sex and Age - 1975 Edition
~ — %
Human Total
. Animal . _Other Adult Child Char-
Basal M L M F M F M. F N1 acters
Back b1 - - W 1319 15 - . 70
Row - = 7 2 28 13 17. 17 2 86
4 Drift 8 2 3 1 34 ° 19 8 8 4 87
Hock 5 2 4 1 38 17 ‘24 14 3 108
North lll 2 1 2 24 13 18 7 2 78
Kites 1 & 1 - 6 22 22 16 3 101
Sleep 4 = = = 52 o 14 24 7 6 107
Tobog 2 3 2 00 7 o 15 4 173
Total b 3B 10 16 6 330 138 \52 99 24 810
% of Total . .
Characters 4.3 1.2 2.0 0.7 40.7 17.0 18.8 12.2 3.0
% of Total
Identifiable
Human Char-

ac!_:ers' (719)

45.9 19.2 .21.1‘13‘8 =
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—~ 1983 Edition

Distribution of A1l Characters by Kind, Sex and A

Human Total

G Anim) Other  Adult  _Chiid Char-

Basal M F M F M- F M- F NI acters
Zo0m 4 1 - - 1 1. 21z 6 1
Fitp” © 1 =" 9 2 2 15 5 11 4 6
.~ Rip. 3 01 - - M 25 .20 28 4  us
Time B3 - 2 w29 1819 - ‘W
st - 3 2 - - % 2 19,2 8 ‘155
Sky . 3 - 5 4 B 12 4 2 8 m

:
120 117 31 642

Total 27 7 6. 8 21 115

% of Total e

Characters = 4.2 1.1 0.9 1.3 32.817.9 18.718.2 4.8 *

5 ~
% of Total
Identifiable . .
Human’ Char-

acters (563)

37,5 2004 + 21.3 20.8

».
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Distribution of A11 Characters Mentioned Directly by Kind, Sex and

Age = 1975 Ed|’non

45,6 19.0

Human Total
Animal Other Adult Chitd * Char-
Basal M F M F M F F NI acters
Back = - 4 1 - - 12 6§ 15 12 - 50-.
Row - -7 .2 3 13 717 2 8.
orift 8 2 3 1 R 18 7 6 2  79-
Hock 5 2 4 1 3% 15 2 9 1 97
North n 2 1 - 2 13 u 7 1 72
Kites © v - 1 - 3% 22 22 16 3 101
Sleep 4 - - - 51 1 24 7 4 10
"Tobog 2 3 -"2 8 23 20 15 3 148
A
Total 3 10 16 6 207 124 141 .89 16 734
% of Total A
“Characters 4.8 1.4 2.2 0.8 40.516.9 19.212.1 2.2
— > _
% of Tatal
Identifiable
Human Char= ‘ g
acteérs (651) 21.7 13.7

,
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Distribution of All Characters Mentioned D1 rectly by Kind, Sex and

Age - 1983 Edition

r . . Human L Total-
‘nimal ' _Other  _Adult Cchild Char-
v :
Basal * - M F F M 2 M \F . N-I  acters
J 1} o
wm 41 - 1w 2 1 6 7
Fiip 1 - 2 20 15 15 U 4 69
Rip- § 1 - 24 19 15 w4 86
Tine 13 3 2 29 17 15 12 - 91
star 3 2 - a9 2 7w 8 120
Sky Yy 3 - 4 33,00 18 7 9 99
Total 27 7 8 169 9% 102 %2 31 536
% of Total ~ i
Characters . 5.0 1.3 1.1 1.5 31.517.5 19.0 17.2 58
% of Total y X -
Tdentifiable . /
Hunan Char- - . ' !
acters (457) 37.0 206 223 20,1 |
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Table 2.2
- Distribution of A1l Characters Shown Indirectly by Kind, Sex and
Age - 1975 Edition ~
Human Total
Anima) Other Adult Child Char-
Basal’ ' .~ M F - M F M F M F N-T acters
Back 6 "7 4 3 - 20
Row : 3 - - - - 3
Drift » 2 1 1 2 & 8
Hock ) - 2 2 s 2 1
North | R | 6
Kites - - - - - -
Sleep 1 - = - - 1
Tobog s - 1 2
Total B oW o1 10 6 74
% of Total ; X
Characters 44.6 lﬁ‘.f 14.9 13.5 8.1
% of Total = .
Tdentifiable
Human Ch?ar—, L
16.2 14.7°
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Table 2.2 S
" Distribution of A1l Characters Shown Indiretly by Kind, Sex and
Age - 1983 Edition -
. Human . Total
Animal s Other _Adult chiid Char-
Basal M CF M F M F M F. N-I acters
i '
Zoom ¥ - C- S- - “
. :
Flip : - - - - -
; X &
Rip . ) 10 6 5 8 29 e
* Time . v 29 12 .3 7 51
. . "
star . - F 1 i . ‘5
Star TE ERg 3 s
.- Sky . 5 2 2 8 9 21
+ ’ -
- - = = o
Total s - 42 21 18 25 106 .
0 ¥ > J Y
% of Totai . : g . o
Characters - © . 39.6 19.8 '17.0 23.6 - ‘ @
o ¥ ) DR
% of Total ¢
Identifiable ~

* Human char-" . o : "

| acters (106)» * .. 39.6 19.8 17.0 23.6
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Table 2.3 . P

'
Distribution of All Characters Mentioned Directly by Kind, Sex and
Age - Fiction Stories - 1975 Edition .

. Total
. Animal Other Char-
Basal M F MW F M .F M F NI acters [
Back § i ’ 0 6 15 11 - 4
Row - - 9 8 13 13 - 53°
" orift 1 - W 5 3 2 1, 2%
.- Hock 2 1 .29 11 .16 9 1. 69 -, k
, - North 5 1 37 -8 5 (- 39 N
Kites - - % 16 19 14 '3 ..%Y
Sleep 3 - " 2 6 2 7 2 .6l
Tobog 2 2 7 7 ‘0 18 .9 3 71
Total 6 5 - 159 69 113 70 10 442 - ”
% of Total i e
,.Characters 3.6 1.1 35.9 15.6 25.615.8 2.2
T gof Total i P L. . i g
* Tdentifiable . N
Human -Char-
acters (411) 38.7°16.8 27.8 17.0
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Table 2.3 ) g -
o ES
Distribution of All Characters Mentioned Directly by Kind, Sex and

- Age - Fiction Stories - 1983 Edition

Total ‘
v Animal . _Other % Char-
Basal M L‘F M F M F M F o N-I actersc
Zoom 4 1 1 10 16 9 5 56
Flip - - 11 7 12 7 - 37
<
Rip o - - 8 9 0 13 2 42
Time i 1 - 6 3 5 2 - 17
Star - - 19 10 12 -8 .1 'S0
- Sky. 1 - 20 5 5 9 - 40
kmn -6 75 44 60 48 - 8 242
3 %
% of Total
Characters 2.5 0.4 31.0 18.2 24.8 19.8 3.3
X
% of Total ) < i s »
. Identifiable A} s - ) .
Human Char-
acters (227) i 33.0 19.4N 26.4 21.1
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Distribution of A1l Characters Mentioned Directly by Kind, Sex and
Age ton-Fiction Storfes - 1975 Edition

Human Total

Animal _Other Adult - Child Char-
Basal MOF Y F N F WP N actens
Back . - . T - - & oW .-
Row N 3 2 11 - W .
orift, T 1 - 403 1 e n.
Hock Y31 6 4 3 - - g
“North - - 41 - - 6
Kites - - B G R 3
Sleep . 1 - 14 3 1 - 2 21
Tobog - ¥ 7 - 3 47
Total~" 5 1 68 21 '8 4 3 110
- 1
% of Total . s i "
- Characters = 4.5 0.9 61.8 19.1 7.3, 3.6 2.7
% of Total "
Identifiable : o <in
* Human Char-

acters (101) §7.320.8 7.9 450
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Tabie 2.4
Distribution of A1l Chardcters Mentioned Difectly by Xind, Sex and
Age - Non-Fiction Stories - 1983 Edition

-_Human Total
Animal : _Other Adult Child Char-
M F M F M F M . F NI acters

. = .
i 1 1 - T - 2 _
. % ma, @ e Y - 3
62 - -1 9
. (/ ’ B 2~ 23’ .
# W& 3 4 - 2
i 5 3 -2 5 - 15
Total ’ 36 20 7 10 1 74
. - h i 3
% of Total o . .
chBracters < 486 27.0 9.5 13.5 1.4
% of Total o, 5 . K
Identifiable E
Human Char-" . ‘ = E . e

acters (73) o 19.327.4 9.6 13.7
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Directly by Kind, Sex and

~ Human Total
& B Animal Other Adult Child Char- ~

Basal M F M- F M TF M F  N-I  acters
Back " 1 - - - 1 - - - < 2y

§; o " %

. Row - - 7 2 3 3 3 3 2 23
prift 6 2 3 1 14, 10 3 4 1 4
Hock - - a1 3 - 3. - = i
North 6 xts "= 6 BV e'2 = z
Kites . £ «x 3 = 7 B ‘.\, - 15
Sleep - - - - 1 2 2z = = ‘14
Tobog ~ - 1 - 2 13 5 2 - - 23
Total - 4 4 16 6 57 30 2 9 3 159
% of- Total "

Characters 8.8 2.5 10.1 3.8 35.8 18.9 12.6 5.7 1.9

. % of Total

Identifiable
Human Char-

acters (116‘ i

B9 17.2 7.8

ik
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Table 2.5 ~
Distribution of A1l Characters Mentioned Directly by Kind, Sex and
Age - Fantasy Stories - 1983 Edition " ’
5 =
Human Total"
: Affal  _Other  _Adult _child Char-
Basal M F M F, M F M F NI acters
Zoom - - - - 2 1 6 3.1 13
Fitp 1 - 1 2 9 5 3 4 4 29
Rip 2 1 - - 8 7 ¥ 5.1 30
Time k 12 03 - 2 10 7 .8 9 - 51
N star B B - oox A9 7h 2 B P 4B a0 B
sky 2 - 5 4 6 2 3’3 9 3 i
Total .20 6 6 8.5 20 27 32 2 25
% of Total

Characters 9.8 2.9 2.9 3.9 26.8 14.1 13.2 15.6 10.7

F i " % of Total ) : . Y
Identifiable ‘ ’ L -
Human Char- .~ i -

acters (143) N ) 138.5 20.3  18.9 22.4
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Table 2.6 ( s

Distribution of All Characters Mentioned Directly by Kind, Sex ang

Age - Biographical Stories - 197 Edition . o
. Human Total
& . Animal Other Adult Child ’ Char-
Basal MOF M F M F M F NI u\ctQ
Back = 1~ 1 -t 2,
Row * ° - - - - -
Drift ) : g o - -
- \
Hock ok - » g e tie ¥
.
North = & . B & R %
“Kites . 4 - e - 6
’ .
*Sleep ’ o s 3 . < 2 A8 [
Tobog R I T R R
N \ !
Total ' 134 6 2 25
.
LT
% of Jntal 5
Characters 216 . % 8

‘% of Total . g
Identifiable -
_ Human Char- .
acters (23) A 56.5 17.4 26.1
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Table 2.6

ﬂ!}strlbuunn of All Characters Mentioned Directly by Kind Sex and
Age - Biographical Stories - 1983 Edition '

3 AN
ot -
ES Human Total
Animal Other Adult Child Char-
Ba s/{l M F M F M F M N-1 atters’
Zoom - - - - - -
Flip . & ogs e W L !
Rip 1 1 -2 5
Time - - - - - - i
star - - - - - -
sky ) 2 - & - 10
Total .1 51 8 2 15
¥
% of Total .
Characters 6.7 . 20 67 53.313.3 -
% of Total -
Identifiable . &
. Human Char-

acters (14) ) 214 7.1 57.1 143
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As Table 2.0 (pp.- 145-146) shows, adult male char-
acters dominate the 1975 edition. adtounting for 40.7% of
all characters and 45.9% of human character's. Males of
.other j(llﬂdi and ages also dominate thelr female counter-
parts, male nnlmals_ outnumber female animals, male other
‘belngs outnumber female other beings and boys appear more
frequently than.giris. Girls, In the,1976 editlon,
ascount’ for only 12% of all characters. i

Adult male characters also dominate the , 1983
edition, however thelr numerical superlority. Is not as
great as In the 1976 edition. In contrast to the 1976
edition, the 1983 eaMion has an almost squal number of
boy and girl characters and male and female other being

characters. The equallity In numbers between male and

\iemale child and other being characters does not, how-

-
ever, extend to male and female animal and human adult

characters. Numerically, women characters are on parlty
B .

with boys and girls, but not with men.

-Tables 2.1 (pp. 147-148) and 2.2 (pp. %48-160)

.Indicate that In. both editlons th( élstrlbutlen of

éharacters who appear In thstrntlon‘s only, reflects the
distributlon of characters mentloned In the texts.
- Tables 2.3 - 2.6 (pp. 161-168) show the distribution

of characters mentioned In the text by genre. In fiction
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stories in both editions, adult male chnra;:ters outnumber
adult female .cnnfacters while male. children ‘ouijumber
female ohiiliren. The numerical superlor ity of human male
characters over human femule.cﬁaracte‘rs Is not, however,
as great In the 1983 edition as In the 1975 editlon. In
- the 1983 edlitlion, glrls‘outn'umber boys In fiction storles
In two. basals Wni le women gpbear more frequently than men
.'In one basal. ’ % P . 1"‘
Non-fiction and ‘fantasy selections In both editions
are also dominated by adult male characters, although, as'
with fiction siorle“s, the dominatlon In the 1983 edltiof

Is. not as great as In the 1975 edltlon. Whlle the per-

tentage of men characters In fantasy and non-flctlon *

stories Is smaller In the 1983 edition, the percentage of

“glrl characters In both genres Is 10% greater: In the 1983

edition than In the 1876 edltion. . .’

With. regards to ‘the small number of characters In’
¥ [ .

blography stories, the maln difference In the Netf | —

butlon of characters In the twd editlions would sppear to-

be. that whille there are more adult than chllid.cha Sters
In the 1975 edition, there are more cnll%sn than, adults

In the 1983 edition.

.
T

,

3
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Table 3.0

Genres -

1983 Edition

Sex/Age

Total
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ction Stories - 1975

Sex/Age Gro

A
0

T
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Table 4.0

Total Number of Storles With More Than One Human Character

) »
Content/Analysis

171

N
\ In Which Men, Women, Boys and Girls Appear — By Genre -

1975 Edition

Total
. -
.Genre Storles Men Women Boys alris
Fict 6.7 62 48 64 38
- :
N-Flct 16 14 12 ] 2
' Fant 27 23 21" 14 7
‘Blog T4 4 2 o 3
Totals 114 103 81 73 48
5‘[ Total
Storles 80.4 71.1 . 64.0 42.1
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Table 4.0
Total Number of Stories With More Than One Human Character

In Which Men, Women, Boys and Girls Appear - By Genre —
1883 Edition

- .
Total
Genre Storles Men Women Boys Girils
Flet . 43 35" 30 ' 35 29 ~
- N-Fict 15 11 11 & . 10
Fant 32 . 24 21 16 18
Blog . 2 T2 1 1 T F
’
# Totals 92 72 83 68 56
- 5 % 'sf Total - . )
Storles 78.3 68.5 83.0 60.9
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Tables 3.0 - 3.4 (pp. 161-170) shWow the character

composltion of the basal storles In terms of single or
multiple sex/age groups. The number of stories in Tables

3.0 - 3.4 does not correspond wlth the total number of

"storles In each editlon because not all stories have more

than one human character .

As Table 3.0 (pp. 161-162) shows, only 10 of 114
stories In the 1975 edlition are composed of characters
from a single sex/age group. Of these 10 single sex/age
group storles, 6 have all men characters while 3 have all

boy’ characters. The most  frequent combinations of

sex/age ,4Foups are adults and chlldren, men and women,,

and aduits and boy3. While there ard 21 stories with
adult ang boy characters, there are only 7 storles with
adult and girl characters. Twelve stories ‘Involve men
and boys and flve storles Involve men_and giris; In
contrast, two storles are comprised of women and boy
characters whne,o.nly one story Is compr)sed §F women ‘and
girl characters. 1h; 1976 edition pas no stqries In
which boys and giris appeur together without adul‘i

The number of stories In the 1983 edition which
Involve only a single sex/age group Is also small:. of
the elght single sex/age group storles, six have all
adult-male characters and two have all girl characters.

Content Analysals
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As with the 1975 edition, the most frequent combination
of .sex/aae groups In the storles Is, adults and chlldren.
Unilke the’ 1976 e&ltlcn, the 1983 edition has an equal
number of storles lnvqlvlng‘ boys and adults and girls n‘nd
_adults. Thal‘ 1983 edition has 10 storl‘es featuring
chlidren only una .12 storles Involving men and women.
While only & stories show men and boys alone and 2
storles show men and giris alone, stories Involving women
and giris and women And_noys occur only once.

‘Table 4.0 (pp. 171-172) shows the total num‘ of
stories In .whlcr\ men, women, boys Qnd girils appear. In
‘the 1976 ‘edition men a;;psur In 90% of the selectlons
Involving more than one human character. While boys
appear In fewer storles than women, girls appsar In ‘GRIY
42.6% of the selectlions. While men appear In more
storles .than any other sex/age group In the 19§:.5 edition,
women appear In more storles t@ys or. girls. Remark-
ably, In the ‘953-ed|71:|0n, boys are Involved In 68 and
ﬂll‘ls‘. in 88 storles.-

In the' \é76‘-edltlon men ' appear In 3% and boys in*
81% of flctlion \selectlons while wt;men are Involved In 69% -
and ‘glrl; Ir;‘ orj\ly 54% of the selections. As T‘aﬁle 3.1
(pp. * 163-184) lshows, 10 flctlon storles In the’ 1975

edltlon'lnvolvej men and boys together as opposed to 1

B
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selection -which features women and gliris together. In
i adnltfcn while 13 storles show boys and adults together

‘only 4 storles Involve giris and adults.
In the 1983 editlion, both men and boys are Involved
In 81.4% of flction storlies while yomen are Involved In ¥
69.8% and girls In 67.4% OfA!.he selectlons. In contrast %
“to the 1975 edition In which six flctlon stories show men
and women alone and no storlies show boys and girls alone,
the 1983 ‘edition has three selections which Involve only
boys and girls and no selections which Involive only men
and womeh. 3 ‘ 8
Non-filctlion storles ‘In the 1983 editlon are also -
more‘ child centr‘ed than those In the 19756 edition.
Whereas boys appear In 31.3% and girls In 12.6% of the
non-flction stnrla‘s In the 1975 edl'tlon, boys appear In :
40% and giris In 66.7% of non-fliction stories Involving

more than one human charact While not one non-flctlion

selection in  the 1975 edition really centres on chii-

dren, the 1983 edition features non—fliction selections /
about chlld éymnusts.. performers nnd artists. X .
' As lndlcated In Table 3.3 (pp. 187~ 188). proportion—

ately fewer fantasy stories in the 1983 edition featurey

adults alone. In contrast, six storles In Ahe 1883

.edition show children without adults as compared to none
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in the 1976 edlition. In terms of appearances in fantasy
selections, men and women appear In more fantasy selec—
“tlons than boys and girls In both editlons. However ,
whl‘a men and women appear In uro:‘mrtlonntel)_( fewer
fantasy selectlons In the 1983 edition, Jgiris are
Involved In 50%‘ of the 1983 storles as opposed to only .
26.9% of the 1976 fantasy selectlons. - Boys appear In

approximately the same proportion of fantasy storles In

both editlonss .\J}
{
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Table 5.0 i . =

Distribution of Main Characters by Kind, Sex and Age - All Genres -
1975 Edition .

é
Human Total Main y
. Animal # _Other ~ Adult Child Char-
Basal MoOF MO FASM F M F O ND acters
Back R T 2 1 7,5 - 1w
Row - - 3 S A 19 g
Drift 4 - 1 5. 4 5 's5 .- o
e Hock 5 1 - 3 2 100 3 -1 %
e North = 6 - - £ % g 2w s 2
B Kites - -1 6 2 10 10 - 29
Sleep 3 - - 7 3 mn 3 - 27 .
Tobog - 2 - & s s 3 - 23
Totals 20 3 5 % 21 66 40 1 192
% of Total
= -~
- Main .
Characters .1004 1.6 2.6 - 18.6 10.9 34.4 20.8 0,5
L t K
% of Total. e > { . »
Human Main ¢ » s '
Characters (163) 22.1 12,9 40:5 24.5 ¥
< \ ~
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Table 5.0

< -
Distribution of Main Characters by Kind, Sex and Age - All Genres -

N ’ Human @ - Total Main
Animay Other, Adult Child Char-

Basal M F M F M F M F N-1 -acters
Zoom - - 2 2 13.. 9 - .2
Flip 2" - L4 2z 9 7 - 2
Rip 2 1 5 1 5.1 - 2%
Time - 6 1 3 - 9 9 - 28
str 1 1. 10 73 1 142 42
sky 2 . 11 7 9 21
Totals 133 .25 9 s s 3 166
% of Total 2, : : @
Main N B B

Characters 7.8 1.8 15.1 5.4 32.5 355 1.8

% of Total- ) .

Human Main 8 g

Characters (147) b . 17.0,, 6.1 36.7 #40.1 , - -

B Albl'-‘ . \
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Table 5.1

Distribution of Main Characters by Kind, Sex and Age - Fiction Stories

" 21975 Edition L B . ’

w " Human ° Tot’nl Main .
‘ Animal Other Adult  _Child Char-
Basal *M . F M F  h F M F N-I acters
Back 1 < - 176 5 - 1
Row - 11 6 5 - i3
Drift § s 1 1 3 2 - 8
Hock 2, ‘1 1 7 3 1 15
North 4 4 a 3 7 & - 20
Kites - , 4 1 10 8 - 23 ,
Sleep 2 . 3 1 \g 3 .- 19
Tobog * - 4 "2 - 4 2 - 12
. e 2 .
= - -
Totals \ 10 vou o os3 a1 a1z
% of IOtH‘\ i
Matn
Characters . 8.1 . 13.8 8.9 43.1.25.2 0.8
¥
% of Total" - .
Human Main J

152 9.8 ‘47.327.7/
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. _ Table 5.1

Distribution of Main Characters by Kind, Sex and Age - Fiction Stories
=_1983 Edition ® ' ) s T : .

~\ $ L E B Human Total Main 1
Animal  _Other ' _Aduilt Child Char- *
\ aas& M "F M F M- F M F N-I acters
.
Zoom i 1 1 10 8 / 20
Flip - 1 - 8 s 14
Rip - - - 37 10
Time 1, @ 32 7
star - 2 i 6 7 16
i sky - - - 3 s 9
Totals 1 5.2 33 35 T
% of Total ¥ * #
o ~N
Main R ‘
Characters 1.3 5.5 2.6 43.446.0
o L &,
% of Total
Human Main S0 ' o
Characters (75) 6.7 2.7 44.0 46.6
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Distribution of Main Characters by Kind, Sex and Age - Non-Fictfon

‘Stories - 1975 Edition -

. Total Main

Animal Other ' _Adult Child * Char-
Basal M F M F W F Lt F NI acters’
Back - - - L -
Row - - : | - - Ve
Drift 1 - - 2 . 3
Hock '3 1 1 # 5
North g = S -

”
Kites -~ - - 1 L
Sleegt 1 % ~ 3 1 5
Tobog - - - - -
Totals 5 1 4 4 14
% of Total
Main s
Characters  35.7 7.1 -28.6 "2§.6 .
% of Total
Human Main
Characters

| 50.0' 50.0 '/
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Table 5.2 ! n . ~
Distribution of Main Characters by Kind, Sex and Age - Non-Fiction
Stories - 1983 Edit . . s .

.3
i = u Human § Total Main i
Y Animal Other . . _Adult . Child o Char-
_ Basal M F M F M F M_ F NI acters '
Zoom 1 1 - - 2
- Flip - 27 - = 2 - .
. ~
Rip 2 - - = 2,
Time B 2 - - - 2
star 1 - é 4 . ‘8 “
sky . " 2.1 2 s 1 X
Totals ' 6 4 3 .4 17
. % of Total
Main . .
Chardcters i 35.3 23.5 17.6 23.5
%of Totar . o 7 L .
Human Matn i g :
Characters {17) | *.. " 35.3 23.5 17.6 23.5

7
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.

Distribution of Main Characters by Kind, Sex and Age - Fantasy Stories
- . * o

- 1975 Edition
= 1975 Edition

B Human Total Main
' - Anima Adult ._Child Char-
Basal M M M F M FN-I acters
Back 1 - - I 3
R.ow - - 3 - - 1 2
brift 2 - 1 4 1 2 3 13 °
Hock - - - 1 1 3 - 5
North - 2 - - T S| 8
Kites - - 2 1 - 1 5
Steep T .- v - U 2
Tobog - 2 - 4 1 1 - 8
Totals 5 2 s 1“4 137 50
¢ ;
% of Total
Matn . L
Characters 10 4 10 28° 8, 2% 1

% of Total
Human Main
vdi\aractars (38)
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Table 5.3

) Distribution of Main Characters by Kind, Sex and Age - F;antasy Stories %
= 1983 Edition " .

. Human Total Main
nimal Other Adult . Child - Char-
- Basal i M F M OF M F M F R-1 acters
. = / 2

Zoom - - - - 3 - 4

_Flip 7 - 3 - 1 - 8
Rip 2 1 2 @ 2 3. = 10
Tme 5 1 w w8 B =% i
star B U Al 18’
sky L - v e & 8§ A 4 10

i !
3 ) 3 ~
Totals s A2 =3 13 2 17 19 '3 69 ,
. 2z, '
% of Total
Main ' ) i u .
Charactdrs 17.4 4.3 18.8 2.9 24.6 27.5 4.3
F g

A of Total -

- 'Human Matn * i 5

Chiracters (s1). 255 3.9 333 3733
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Table 5.4

Distribution of Main Characters by Kind, Sex and Age - Biographical
Y -
Stories - 1975 Edition

v . N
Ty ¥ T " Human © Total Matn .
Animal Other Adult Child Char-
Basal M F'" M F M F_ M F N-I . acters
Back §f fame g 1
Row - - T . -
orift ' - - - -
¥ Hock o - - -
# o North: - - .- 8
. Kites ' . = @ 1 1
. . e . 0,
! § Sleep - 1 - 1
Tobog R o, 2
Totals 1 2 L2 - .5
- % of Total -
=~ . Main o
. Characters . 20,0 40.0 _  40.0 -
5 ‘
% of Total X e
Human Main ot o ’

Characters ) 20.0 '40.0 w0~
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Table 5.4 .
Distributidon of Main Characters by Kind, Sex and Age - Biographical
Stories - 1§83 Edition ¢ SR "

J/ Human Total Main
Animal Other Adult. Child Char-
Basal M F M F M F M F N-1 ~ acters
Zoom = & L - =
Flip - - = = -
5
Rip g " 1 1 - 1 3
Time / s -
Star s - - SR, s
L4 “
Sky - - 1 - B |
- .
1
“Totals -, : l: i 1 4 4
% of Total
Main® =
Chracters 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0
% of Totdl B
Human Main . E v X

Characters ) 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0
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As Table 5.0 (pp. 177-17B) shows,- boys account for
34.4% of all maln characters and 40.5% of human main

characters In the 1975 edition. In contrast, girls, who

are the next most frequently fsatured group, account for

20.8% of tofal maln characters and 24,6% of human maln
characters. Men are featured as maln éharucters slightly
less frequently than are glris, while wod;mn. who account
for only 10.9% of all main characters, outnumber male
animal maln characters by one. )

The most striking change In the 1983 edition as
-shown by Table 5.0 (pp. 177-178) Is the new equallty In"
the.numbers of boy and girl maln characters. In fact,
the - -Q'BG edition has filve more girl maln characters than
boy maln‘ characters, and In one basal, Ripple Effects,
the ratio of girl to boy main characters Is more. than
21 While the percentage of child main characters s
higher In the 1983 edition que to a gren»tor proportien of
giri’'main characters, adult main characters account for
9; less of the tptal maln characters than In the 1976
edition. Men uccount for 16.1% of maln characters while
women ' main charactars comnrlsa only 6. 4% of all main
characters. , Incredibly, In the 198: edltlon. male
animals outnumber women as maln chnrn?tsra. ’ . .

As .Tablés 6.1 (pp. 178-180) and 6.3 (pp. 184-184)
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Indicate, main characters In fantasy 'and flction selec—
tlons account for a I.nrge percentage of the -tatal maln
characters’ In both editions. In ‘the 1976 editlon, boys
comprise 43.1% aﬁd giris 25.2% of -all maln chara?ter: In’
fictlon storles. In contrast, In th; 1983 edlitlon boys
account for 43.4% and girls for 46.6% of all maln char-

acters. Whereas boys outnumber giris as main characters

‘In flction storlies In every basal In thz 1975 edition,

each sex outnumbers the other In three of the six basals
In the 1983 editlon. Adul‘ts account for only 9.2% of
main characters In the 1983 editlion as opposed to 22.7%
In the 1876 editlon. The 1983 edltion has ‘only two women
maln characters In flction selectlions.

A change In the distribution of main characters
similar fo that occurring In flction storles from-the
1975 to [the 1983 editlon Is also apparent in fantasy
selections. - In the 1983 edition there are 14% fewer .
;nntnsy adult maln characters than In the 1975 edition
but twice the “percentdge ‘of fantasy girl main char=
acters. Ag with flctlon storles, fantasy s;lectlons In
the 1983 edltlon hdve t\_ua more girl main characters than
boy mnlni.;:haractal;:., '

Despite the numbers of non-fiction 'salectlor'ﬁ,
3 N

particularly In the 1983 editlon, .main characters Ln"tne
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genre are few because many nan:flctlon selections focus
on human actlvities, natural pha’homenl, and machlines as
opposed to I_nﬂlvlduuls. As Table 6.2 (pp. 181-182) )
reveals, non-fiction stories’in the 1976 edition that do
.nuve mnlr\r characters fautur; male animals more fruquentl’y
than men or wm;n. No chl Id‘ren appear as maln chnractsr;
In the non-fictlon storles of the 19756 edition. The main
characters In the non-fictlon selectlions of the 1983
edition are all human: men are featured six times, women
and giris four times and boys, three times.

Blography Is the smallest genre ‘In both editions In
terms of numbers of storles and main characters. In the
blography selections of . the. 1983 editlon, men, women,

boys and girls are featured once each. \
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Table 6.0

1075 Edition

Traits of Human Charact

i

Personality Traits

szusoouw
wodvow

wo
o

W w
ax>0~

awenws>
=D~

~zvoxa

vosa<

voxa

PR
ok aa

wows o
wnws o

a>mzo
caowx

-
O <o

wemzo
g
wu=>u
Suxmzao
W wE e
sawsa
<@w>sa
cwonwn
W Wz e
Dx<>w

O

Boys

120

17

7

atrls

102

10

Men

65

4

Women

18 3 5 389

is

a0 18 18 2 8

15

Totals 29
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Table 6.0

by Sex and Age - 1983 Edition

Personality Traits of Human Characters Diff

< k<
) <o
szusoowneoLD S

esoownnws o]

wousmzo
axomawx

L wxwer->w
ax>unmo<aa>

curnwrwa-zo
a<pomrw
zoarsamzo
,INCDNPEYEHT

Twaawsa

Lw<ewd o

9]
4
&

vosx<owopwn
voTawruwz~
o <>w
<srzom=r>
Te<zox>
<coxunn->w

<o>wzr>xodn

Sex/Age
Group

8Boys

&

Girls

Women

329 -

27 10

33

40

19

Totals 25
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"Table 7.0 g o B ot
Incidents of Fam|1|a1 Phxs‘lnal Affe:uon “Between Human Characters . .'J\
v 4 i
D|fferent|ated bx Sex and Age - 1975 Edition - : e £
N S
& W, R
W 0
6 W o Moo
.. 1,6 0 M M A A ;
 R'I M M A A M NN . -
-0 L R. A A NN A [ ~
¥ Y S/ L N N/ TN MWW
~Basals, /" -G / / / G G, [/ 0 0 ‘Total
B-1 .B, B B I+ I "M M M- Incidents.
.0 R 00 0 R R A A A B o
Y- LYo Yoy L LN N K L
Backe . 1.1 1.1 1 - bl e 5
L SR PO S
orift S T T U "2
Hock - -l -2 - 2 - 4 -
North EE RS | - 1 2 -
Kites ~ . 2 o8 6 @Y ‘2 1 5
Sleep - - 2 - § % -t s ;
Tobog * | " 2 !
Totals '~ 1’\ 3 6 .4"\‘5 o2
< ké " 1
% of Total ! ) ! 4 "
“nc “ 3 1wk
Incidents 3.2 9.7-19.412.9 25.8 22.6 2 6.5

S v
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* Table 7.0 Ly ; . IRV e

Incldents of Familial Ppysical Affection Between Human characters

¥ s W
3 N N
L o MM
& G o M M A A
I M M A A M N N
. R A A N N AT/ '/ .
BETHAED oy
2 " G . G .0, ~Total i
: B. B B 1. 1 .M 'MW M Incidents =
0-0 O0-R R A" A A : L
. €YY L LN NN
- & - - T3
T - ‘1
- e - -2 - 2
% m = - 3. L
L 2 T
v S e o
i .= v JI 3 =
Totals 1 1 2°1 1 4. 1 .
g = T

% of:Total, - B .
Incidénts 5.9 S 117 5.9 5.9 23.5 35:3 L. 5.9
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Table: 7,1 . .
Incidents of Non-Familial Physical Affe:t{on Between Human Characters
- Differentiated by Sex and -Age’- 1975 Edition A S
Differentiated by Sex and Age - 1975 Edition .
% C W .
g . W %0
G W 0 MM
1 6 0 M M A A -
B R I M M A A M N N
L. 0L R OA AN N A :
. Yoo/ L NN T LN W W %
Basal [o6 1 1 &N\& /.0 0 Total .
B .I B8 B "B I I M "M M Incidents -
0 R .0 0-0 R R, A A A N
YL Y Y ¥ L LT NN N e
- Baek - -+ . W P ety =1, - "
Row - e wa S P B G -
orift. . e I ©- :
: ’ Hock N 1, = 5 - - . 1 " ‘_ il
§, " Morth R LA o
# o Kites - 1 - - - . 15
Sleep. - .2 e e -
Tobog ot A Te b ren
(" " Totals AP I R R
ST <hof Total . - L B

JIncidents . 33.3 16.7 16.7 16.7 16.7
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3

Incidents Gf Non-Familial Physical Affection Betweer;’ Human -Characters

Differentidtéd by Sex and Age - 1083 Editfon

- i T . W
\ Wea 0 - )
[ W 0 MM~
I 0 W KA
8 R. I .M N A M N N 2
L= 0-'k <R AN [T
i ¢ S EL N T LN W T
Basal Tow @ s g L & /04 .07 Total
) | .8 T B BB I "M M\ M- Incidents
“0 R0, 0 0 R At AVR iec o
o ¥l AT A LT N NN
Zoom : - = 3 . = . -
Flip’ < me aE o N
Rip L hslon o - L g
Time . “E £ NSO e w ' -
’ ~ ¥ S 1
. star. 32 . L1 6
sky- . "y 3 5 T 7
4 o [V 1 i
Totals 7 5 -1 2 13
£ . -
% of Total N : >
<’ Incidents - 53_.'8'3&5 & v 7.7 il
"
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. Table 8.0 5

' - Incldents of Crying (Excluding Crying for Joy or Laughter) -

by Human chnrncters le(ferenklated by Sex and Age fod 1975

v, -
_ -, Editlon’ - . . .
" — .
) ; e “« Tup £ T I ¢ Total.
: © % ‘Basal Boys GIrls 'Men * Women = Others | ‘Incidents |
W 5. Back 17 e
X Row . 1 5. 1
. L k . >
Drift 1 1 ;
Hock - -
N North 1 - -
5 Kites 2 T -
E - Sieep , 2 3 v -
., , Tobog 2 4 8 e - e
S LW ey Totals S0 s 4 . 1 R 31
3 : e o T ]
% of Total « Lo A M - ;

Incidents




‘rable 8.0’ - # o - ’ A

Incidents of Crying (Excludin; for _Joy or’Laughter

. by Human Characters Differentlated by Séx and Age — 1983

Edition ° I . ¢ Boa oo ™ E
. % 4
¢ & & 3 Total ’ o
i L B e N " § %
Basal . Boys™ —@irls. ‘Men '~ Worien Others " Inclidents’ -
» % o & I )

w.°‘f§Tnth| ? e : v

.Incldents 66.7 ©' 8.7 17.1.7 2.8
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i . " Tables 6.0, 7.0, 7,1 and 8.0 document the. portrayats

ofwmale and female characters In.terms of selected per

.. " sonallty tralts and emotlons displayed.
. f /as évidenzed by Table 6.0 (pp. 190-191), boys ‘and | *

giris In-the 1976 €dition show the same_range of person- \

allty traits except that two bo:

" and | no" gj rls _are
" ‘autfior ltativé. "Glven that more boy$ than slrls appear as

c'hara’cters in the lﬂ75'ed|t|on, 1t "is: per aps‘nbt sur-

B 5 \ . R
rlslng thnt boys " dlsplay &, total oF 120 tralts while
[T
'glr'ls display 83 tralts,“ wuh regards: to lnulvlduu §
. 3 ca )
» > /trults‘ bcys are ma(a than twlce as” adventurous. anﬂras ¥

slve, angry and bravse as glrls. Girls nre» less fearful .

H thnn boys, but_more passivk, although it shou.ld, be ‘recog- - -

nized that there: are only “fopr _Incldents of' passive |

chlldren In:the eight basals of the 1976 edltlon. e

- In the 1983 editlon, ‘as with the number of boy and

girl total characters and main characters, ‘there Is’a -

Jh s remarkable -balance between -the number. of personal |ty

i . traits displayed by. b’o’ys and .girls. . Brave girls occur

twice as frequentfy as brnve boys while gfris ar'e also

2l mpre udvencuraus, nurturdng, fearful andw thnn'
o - L !

Ho boys. Boys are more aggressive,- angry, helpful, probiem -

5o '
% solvlng and unsucce:sful than ﬂlrls. . . 5

Jin the 1975 ed|t|en, men * exhibit: the ' selected
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'Darscmnllt‘y. tralts 102 times while women \dlspilny‘ Ehese
traits only 85 times. ‘M_‘en E[S:’ d_laplny’(n slightly wid

.range of personality tralts_ than women, exhiblting |_4‘l:r
the *17 tralts as compared to 12 by women. Men ‘are more

aggregsive, angry, authoritative, . brave, -competent,

'éournneous.’nalp‘fu!’ ﬁroblem(solvlna ana successful than

women . _\ Halpfulness Is the mo;tlﬁrequently portrayad

trult uf‘mm In the '575 edltlon. encurrlng 22 tl e’s‘.“—'

wolnsn ’re more adventureus than men as well as belng more
' ’

inriul unu more nurturlng. e S A » N 5 A
Unllka (ha equallty thlb exlsts between ‘boys ' and
alr!s In terms‘ of itha nunb'er of: character™ tralts‘uls-‘
nlayady In the 1983 edlition, " there -Is .'noﬂ corr_esnbndlnu
aquullty betwesn. men and women. Men: not onfy exhiblt
aimost twice as many trllts as women In the 1983 edition,
but they also-dlsplay all g" the sslactad traits while

.'women dlisplay only |1 of the 17 per:onallty trults _Men

" are atlll shown more f:equently thln women as. beling*

nquresslve. nngry. authsr‘ltutlva. brave, competent ‘‘help= .

3 ful » ‘reblam lolvlng and succas@ful <. Whlle. women are
st mare nurturlnu than man In, tha |sea edltlon. there
are f[vo Incldents of nurturlng ‘men. of the, flve

nurturlng man. h ever, thraa take care of animals while

only two nurture cnnaran.
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- With regards to the Incidents of physical affection . :

g, recorded , in Tablles 7.0 (pp. 192-183) andy7.% (pp.’ 194~ .

195), the 1983 Jerntlon appears to ba more bnlunced\ In
Jt‘erms of famll I.a‘l and non-fami1al affection:’ . However,
all the 'incldepts of non-famillal: affection in the 1983

editlon happen »l\
= 3

the two sixth grade -basals. In the

/1975 editlon men| women, boys and alrl»s’u’llspﬁy similar . ; R

_ amounts of physical affectlont In_contrast, 25 of the 36

4

Incidents: of . physical’ affection In . ths isaa'editlon .
Ay

Involve glrls, Tcre\tnnn twlce the Jnumber Involvlng men,

35
* womeh; or. boy,mj( The fact that ‘the 1983 edition has 12 @

L o % incidents: of eh Id~\z\;hlld. nun—juml’llal affection as
z . 4 \

. ' opposed to fongy In .the 1976 edition would appear to be

% o .n | 3
S 7 further-evldenje that the 1983 edition Is.  more chhld .

3 . centred, and Ln|particular more girl centi’ud. . "

L v ) Tub!a 8. 0 np. 196=197) shows that giris who account
) for 4. 4% of aljl Incl;ents of crylng In the 1975 edltlon R
» nre weepler stT1 In the 1983 edition, accounting: for
ss 7% of ‘crying |nc|de") ‘on tha other’ hand, .boys, who

\
‘account»for 32.3% of the crylng Incldsnts In the 1975L

,Iegltlon. and men, are cnnsmaruhly mdre stolc in the \sas

edltlcn‘ lt Is paradoxlcal tha\t so fevy males cry In the

1933 edftlon because . In ‘Zoom .Shots, the first hrade 4
%

\basal, a .grandfather: tells: his. grandson. that -“There’'s
1] andfiatner ¢
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P E
nuthlng wrong with crying. _soﬂ!p people say boys

shculdn 't cry.g HogWwash: Boys ery., And men crw' (p.173).
Des.olta “'Q’ words of a wise qrnnﬂnnrent crylna. 1IKE. — ¢
phyal,cal uffacﬂlcn. ls an .area ln which the equu)lty‘

In the 1983 edltlon goes awry.

between boys and girls
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B w o Table 8.0 . .

3 1975 Edftton - s
== :

4 . Men Momen Neutral Totats %
‘Different Career Different Career Different” Career_ Different Career *

i Basal Careers’ Roles  Careers Roles  Cal Réles  Careers Roles
- ot .7 0 i .
7. Back RS B | - - 12 FER .
Row LA | 3 1 1. 13 14
o orift 5 1 2 = 2 em. ¢
) Hock 7 12 2 2 29 46
e H 5
North 6 7 1 1 24 28
. - R N
© ., ‘xites / 17 23 8 0 " .3 3 c 25 36 o
; tostesp /) s, . s 7 4 s, m s
Tobog /%) 36 %o, 5 % 3 3 39 82
- Al/ﬂas'a): Tios 240 30 60 1" B 1 a5
% of Total Yoes g
; _Different.  * : S » ’
careers (134)  .80.6 5 2.4 \\w _ 3 i
% of Total _ i & o =
Career Roles ' .
(315 762 10 .8
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~’_ s Table 9.0 ) ) ; ‘Y,
Total Different Careers and Total Care of Adult Characters Differentiated by Sex :
- 1983 Editton . ¢ c
o * :
Men Women Neutral Totals
. ) . t Career Different Career Different Career Different Career
Basal :

Roles  Careers  Roles Careers Roles  Careers Roles

s - mM . w0 W 1 1 8 . 25
A ‘s 6. .4 4 17 2 -
% ‘a 7 12 1 2 31“- 4 . T
19+ 33 - 9 12 - - 23 45
star " 36 9 m_: 4 4 .30 50
ol Sk o ) =8 8 2 2 39. ’ 38 A
_‘Y Al Basals 85 155 38 58 9 .13 108 226
% j_. : " "
s "% of Total ] N
Q‘:) ' ‘zifr-r:nzxos) so:z » 35.8 ' W ‘ % . i
! % of Total ) st & ' s E
Roles % +

-= 68.6 . %7 5.7 P
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" Table 9.1 X . i L = R o
AT . g ) Y
= - Total Different Caresrs and Total Career Roles of Adult Characters Dif: =
Direct Incidents 975 §d|t1nn i # M . * ‘
" S ) s - 2
— __ Men <% Wonen Neutral Totals - .
; Differagt Caresr Different’ Carcer Différent Carger Diffarant  Career
Basal CareerS * Rdles - Careers Roles.  Caraers Roles ° Careers” Roles "
s . S L .
Back” A 9 . 3 3 a - - o, ar
; . PRI
Row 9 10 33 = 1 13 ® . B
oriet” 16 27 5 1 - 2 38 4 e
: Hock 2 32 7 12 2 IR RN T S
North U] s .7 S | IR :
| . Ny
Kites 7 . ® 8 10 3. 3 E 36 .
Steep EUN ) 6 7 4 s o
Tobog | - ET 5 7 E w0
. i | . . ] A
: a.
A1 Basals 103 25 ) 0 . o1 150N 129 0 5
- % of Total = - 4
- -« Different ! X .
. Careers (129)  79.8 ° 223 = Poaow e w
[} - - e %
% of Total . : £ o =
\ . Career Rulis/ _ & «

. (300) : 75.0° 20,0 - 5.0 S
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Table 6.1

Total Different Careers and Total Caréer Roles of Adult Characters Differentiated by Sex
='Direct Incidents - 1983 Edition :

Men Momen - Neutral Totals

Different Career Different Career Different Car

" .Different career

“Basal Carebrs  foles  Caredts . Roles ' Careers Roles Caresfs Roles
¥ e
Zoom % 1n 10 10 § * 7 18 22
§ LY
Flip ° 10 iz 5 6 4 4 17 22
Rip o T 5 9 1w 2 2 35
CTine - - 1 2 & . 1 T - 20 3
star. 22 36 i BRI 4 {' 4 20 49
“Sky 5 RE N 28 8 8 2. & 30 38
AN Basa)s 7 135 36. 53 9 13 vise 201
% of Total o ’ 5 ‘ / X
Different R ' N
.Careers (98)  79:6 357 g
% of Total 5tk !
- Careef Roles _ g “ds e
26.4 6.4 N

(201)
K3
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- Indirect Incidents - 1975 Edition

Careers and Total Career Roles of Ridult Chara
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Men Women wsutrat Totals
D"flnﬂt Career Different Career I‘H" ent  Cay Different Career
Basal rs  Roles Roles rs Roles  Careers ¢Rales
Back ® i1 v R 1
Row - - . - -
orift - - ! & =
e r.
Hock - - v e st
Horth 1 1 1
Kites - - = L
Steep 1 1 1 1
JTobog 7 r° » 7 12
B .
A1 Bagals ] 15 [l 15
%of Total * -
Different . '
B ey
Careers (9) 100.0
. -
% of Total -
Carser Roles '
(15) 100.0,
. v




Men Women Neutral

Different Career Different Career Differant Carser Different Careér

Careers * Roles  Carcers Roles Caresrs -Roles Crears Roles
Zoom * 1 3 - - = 1 3
Fitp 1 1 - & 1 1
.. Rip 5 7 2 3 v 6 10
Tine 4 i Sl e . [ i
star - - 1. B =y 1 v
\sky - = - & - =
P (Y
‘A1 Basals 1 2 4 5 ;o 12 2
i H
% of Total . ;
* Different., . &
careers (12)  83.3 3.3
% of Total 4 M
Career Roles P 8, %
(25) Y a0 200 .
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Table 9.3 ®

Ihe Specific Career Roles of Adult Characters Dlffer- .

entlated by Sex 1975 Edition

MEN . _ .. . ¥ .
: ) T ' '2
Alrfarce Chaplain ' 1
Alrforce Offlcer 2
Alrforce Private + N.C.0.'s o 4
Ambassador 1
Ambulance Asslstant: 1
fe Ambulance Driver . -~ . 1
' Announcer ‘ 1

1

1

N Antique Dealer. ’ .
Asslstant to Ministér of Communicatlons

 Assistant Unlversity -Professor. , 3 &
. Ttputhor : . o il
- ’ Baker - T ]

Barrister R

. Basket Maker ) . A
Breadman . 1
Bus I nessman ¢ E ‘2
Camer&man ' 2
camp Director ) 1
.7 Canadlan Intelligence i B
s 3

1

1

6

caretaker
% Carnlval Worker % o

Carver ® §
Chief




'Judaa

Chief Magistrate

Chlef of Police
Church Minister

.Clrcus Owner

Commander
Cowboy
Dlver, 3
Doctor

Drugglst '
Entrepreneur

" Farmer

First Mate:
Flisherman
Fishplant Worker
F‘ooghnlvlgr X
For&na.h -

Forest Protection 0fflcer

Garageman

i .
Gnvrrl"ment Mammo logist

Guard i Al
Herpetologlst-
Hockey Player
Hunter .
Indlan: Brave

Junkman

© Knlght - | ,
- Landscape Gardener
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L\.lllb. Jack
Mall Courler
Major. . s W
‘Mechanic ¢ S 4
Merchant

Mining Explorer

Mining/Forestry Magnate )
Minister of c;vn(unlcmoqs -
Mlnllte',jf Health
Naturalist - 8 :
Navy Offlcer = - .
Newspaper Editor | . . S
Office Worker " e @
owner' of seﬁnd "y = %
Park’Worker, ' .
. Photographer -
Planist/Composer -

[ R T I T T

.

o

e B g

~ Ploneer
Pollceman*
Premler of Quebec
Prince ) .
Principal
. Producer ~ - 2
‘Prospector

Psychologlst

& B




Repor ter
Restaurateur .

‘Rock Musician
Salior

‘sea Captaln

.. School Custodlan
Sclentlist )
Sports Commentator
Sports Edltor® .
spy: “
_stngehund

: staamahlp Owner M

¥ storekeeper B,

Teacher
s Tlmbor Marchnnt
. Trapper @
T.V. Cameraman ¥
T.V. Dfr.ctor p
T.V. Reporter
Under taker
Vaterilnnrlnn
VIaatnermn .
Whule Trnln.r
Wizard -~ |
Wrecker.,
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Caretaker
Cookshow Hostess

Dance Teacher .
Duchess .

Farmer Rl T -
- FIsh Processor s s

Front Desk Clerk
wHomemaker

1
1

1

1

1

1

3

1

2

1

1

8
“Interlor: Décoratar N ity .
Interviewer . e ¢ Mg
2

1

1

3

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

Librarian . e
Mald E
Newseller ’

Nurse '
Office Worker  _
Floneer

Queen
Rancher _ = ’
Reporter  ° .
Rock Singer E '
Secretary
Shop. Assistant
Sorceress
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N Teacher _ R ) y o -
2 , V9terlnii'inr\ 5, : v o . .
=  Waltress r 2 - &l
. 5 : » L5
=R i ‘Captain . L %
o €qok g T Lo
: . olver A < . &4
ot tenepdeter <L - 2.
- Game Warden e hi
o Lawyer: : : a i .
"4 Mayor ' v L ‘ 2
% ol Mechanic . e ol 1
© - Naturapist - G ma
. ‘Scientist : . 1 .
* secretary R ¥ 1 1
servant L 1
© Teacher . = 1

e ~ ' -Veterlnartan s . 3 -
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Table 9.3 - .

The Speclfic Career Ro les of Adult Characters Differ—

- MEN o

entiated by Sex - 1983 Editign v

Actor #
Animal Nutritlonalist:

A'nt'lqus Furniture |Restorer
A.haec logl svt \
Artist |
Astronaut \ . :
Author \ ) ;
Bathmaster ' \ ok Lo
Boat Pllot o ==

N s e = e

NNI\).._-NN--—v_‘MM‘__

Bounty Hunter I x5 )
Breakman Bl
Butcher. .
Butler:,
Cab Drive « 8
Cameo Cutter
Camer aman
Caretaker & .
Church Minlster —
Cook : . 8 4
"Cooper st
Cowboy’ Wt .
' Del Iveryman A § . %
Deétect lye / U

Director

~ v

LY
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v
e - Diver ’ g ‘
Doctor - =
Oriver = N
. Exam | ner
Factory Owner *
Farmer 4 s
Farmhand
Flisherman ol
Fishing Gulde
Footman ' *
= ': ‘@room = = 8
= Guard : e
/- " Head of .University ) -
e " Homemaker' " . -
- * . Hunter® r'a %
. E " Innkeeper’ .
@ . . Inventor
'v T¢ - Judge’
Tt . King
% " Lawyer
Lumber jack . \
Market Researcher- .
Mayor % . te- J
MIlkman \ .
e . .- Miner % @ s
' T vever U gy
Music.Director -«
. Musician o4 '

S

@ - e

-
[Py

W = m o oa o os N o= N -

.-': _ \ _ oy n
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’iﬂ(uf!'l!(
outlaw . ,
| =3 Pedlar
P leman
. Pilot
Plonegr
Police Officer
- Prince G

br S g

Principal,

Puppeteer

Radlo Station Manager
Reporter

Research Assistant > .
¥ . Restaurateur s

e

. at Rice Harvester . .
servant ' S
sclentist . ¢
Shepherd - ==
Showman »

Showman's Assistant

SPCA sneltgr Manager

Stage Manager -, . N
" Store Keeper

Store Owner 5§

Teacher *

Ticket Agent : ®
> Thief

T.V. Announcer

@ o= AN
<

N N R R

- o -




Veterinarian
Veterinarian’s Assistant
- Water Repalrman .
‘Walter
g pop @ WOMEN
. Actress ¥
. Antique Dealer
& Archaeologlst -
Artist R
T, . Astronaut, 3
Author - s 3
T ' " caretaker .
B0 Cartoonlst ,
Chief Minlister
Cook
Curatorlal Ass[stant *
Dance Instructor
» * Dellvery Driver
3 4 . Detective A
Farmer

3 ‘Harvester
; ‘ ~  Historian
« Homemaker

Museum Curator o -~
Museum Gulde

b * " Musiclan

. “Nurse ' 5 =

Y

. -
TR O JE AR
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Pllot . -~

Ploneer
Police Offlcer
Principal .
Producer

Puppeteer

Queen

Reportéer - -
\ Rice Maker sl )

sacretar‘ly
. Storekeeper .
* switchboard Operator
(i - Teacher

: T:V. Talkshow Hostass —% »
Veterinarlan

2

~

1

1

1

Professor = ’ 1
: 1
2

3

1

1

1

1

6

1

1

¢ NEUTRAL

Artist 1
Astronaut ~ 2
Housekeepger 1
Minister 1

™ Pol lce Of ficer 2§ oo
. Reporter 2 = B 1
& i . Sales Person 1
" sclentist 2

Thief . 1
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-7 A's Table 9.0 (pp. 202-203) Indlcates, men are shown
.fn 80.6% of the different career roles deplcted In the
1976 edition and 80.2% of the dlfferent career roles In
the 1983 editign. In contrast, women are employed n
' only 22.4% Of the different career roles (n the 1875
edition and In 36.8% of the different career roles
+ portrayéd In the 1983 editlon. * A% for ‘totar career
roles, 76.2% of the positions -In the 1975 edition are’
held by men .whlle'on!y 19% ‘are held-by women. The
discrepancy between fien and women In* terms of career:

roles held Is not quite so great In the 1983 editlon

although men occupy 68.8% of the total positions while

women hold 25.7% of . the positions. By combining the
F e "lr}Oorm;tlow ahown In .Table 2.0 (pp. 145-148) regarding
* the numbers of male and female characters with the career
nnvem‘m'uqn shown In Table 8.0 (pp. 202-203). I1t_was

possible to deduce the employment rate of adult male and

female characters In the two editions. The employment

rate of male characters Is 29% higher than that of female

characters In the 1975 ediflon, and although the gap Is

s narrower In the 1983 editlon, the employment rate of ma/le *

g characters - Is stlll '23% higher than “that  of female 3
2 characters. B e R B
B It Is (nteresting to note that the number of differ-
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ent careers and the number of career roles for women vary
Ilttle from basal to basal In both editions. However, In
both editions the numbers of different caresrs and career
roles for men tend to Increase with each grade level of
the basals.
" As_ Table 9.3 (pp. 208-218) shows, the different
Careers held by men In the 1976 edition range from the
common (é.g.. pollceman, farmer, teacher) to the. unusual
(e.g., government mammologist, herpetotogist, whale
trainer). For women, the. range of different careers s
considerably ‘smaller and more mundane. .The most unusual
positions held by women are‘Interior decorator, sorcéress
and duchess, va!thoug‘n sorceress ‘and duchess might be
better desoribed as exotlc positlons.  In the “1975
edition, there are na examples of mén or’ women In carcer’
traditionally assoclated with the opposite sex.
‘The range of career roles for men' Is not as wide In
the 1883 edlition as In the 1976 editlon. However’, the
* 1983 edition atll| shows men In many pesitions that are
out of - the prulna;—y ‘such”as animal nutritionist, cameo
cutter and market researcher. .Arthoga’)\ the. ndmber of
‘ditferent career roles for women In tne 1983 edition I8

only elght more than that of the 1976 edition, the newer

edition_ has a higher Indidence of women In unusual ® .
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'posltlons. Amongst the careers. |isted In Table 9.3 (pp.

“"\| 208-218) for women In,the 1983 ed(tion are archaeologlst,

cartoonist, historian and antlque dealer.

The 1983 edition also shows women In traditionally
male occupations such as astronaut, detectlve, nellvgry'
driver, pllot and police offlicer. KUnfortun‘ateiy -the
effect of many of these Incidents of women in “male®
career roles .Is greatly diminished. The female astronaut
Is mentioned In a non-flctlc;n along’with flve male astro-

nauts. The twé female-pllots, Amella Earhart and Charles

Lindberg‘'s wife,. are mentioned In an article together-

\
with elght male aviators. The female pllots are made

even less consplicuous, as male pliots are also shown in '

the two subsehuent selections. The female detective Is
rescued by-. a.male detective, while ‘the gender lof ‘Vthe
police officer 1§ &eno;ed by a solltary proﬁou‘r'\ ;lldden In
a story of u.?roxlmntaly 2000 words. [n contrast, the
female dellyery drlver Is Droﬂ\lnsntly featured In an
Illustrutlon moving large boxesdmd being followed by two

men whp are descrlbed ln the text as "her nelpers“

only

one man ls shown‘ln a tradltlonnlly female role that of

a In Katle s Promlse (Rlpple Effects) The
man, &’ :lngle pnrent. cleans tne_house. repr.imands ‘-his

daughter Wlonny hablts and shows goncern when his
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offspring acts strangely.

An Indicated In Table 9.3 (pp.--208-218), the career
roles most fr‘equent\y depicted In the 1975 editlion for
men are fisherman, Bllot, Indian brave and policeman.
Flishermen, who are ﬁore numerous than men In any other .
career role, account for 5.8% of employed men. Homepaksk
and teacher ‘are the most frequently showp career roies
for women, accounting for '26.6% and 11.7% of. eﬂ\plnyeav
women respectively.

the ‘most\ frequently depicted paslt—long for .men’ Ir.|
“the 1983 edltlon are Arct:uoloqlst‘, astronaut,’ driver,
farmer‘, teacher and pll‘ot.‘ Pllots are .shown more often
than any other male career role, accointing for 8.4% of
employed men. As_ in the ‘9'{5’0&”“0’". tea‘char and home-
maker are !':h‘e’ pos!itions sh‘own'most frequentiy fo’r women .
In the |9;3 edltlon.‘, homempkersrnccount fo; 12.1% and

teachers for 10.4% of employed women."

As Table 9.2 (pp. 206-207) shows, men hold 100% of

the positions shown In'Illustrations only In the ‘1876
édlthn. and 80% .of the positlons depicted In‘lllustra-
tions only In’the 1983 edition. S

«
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. . The Ethnic Orfgins of the Basal Characters

. Table 10.0 g .
" , . i
Distribution of Human Main Characters by Ethnic Origin - All Genres - 1975 Editfon k,
i 6 g - ~ —, Sou
K/ /ative '

Total atn

Basal Caucasian  Asfan gb‘lnudhn Inuit CM.msl Japanese  Other Characters

e
TL Bk B g% A 1 Sl s
- v Y
Row 0 - 2 - 1 - u
: f
. orift 10 - 3 4 - - - 17t i
, Hock Bs 6 . - o wh - 1
Horth 19 - - - - - - B 19
5 Kites 25 - 1 - - - - N - \
Soep 18 & 1 8 = S - %
\( Tobog 13 - 3 - - - - 3 18 =
N o 7 ? ‘ ' f.
G % \ - ! ’
Totals * . 116 . 16 5 # * 4 3 u3
5 = \ . %
b %of Total 4
Matn - 4 o b . H
Characters 811 0.7 2 350 07 07’ 21’
= = ) -
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5 % g &
Table u‘J.o‘ \ d

o ‘ - . s
Distribution of Human Main Characters by Ethnic Ortgin = All Genres - 1983 Edition

Black/ Mative . Total Matn
Basal  Caucastan Astan Canadtan inult Chiness Japanese Other Charactars .
. = ’ [ A
Zoom 20 * 2 - - - .- - =
co Fitp 14 1. 3 . - 20
+ ' Rp 5. s, - = v
5. Tine ‘1 2 1 1
, Star T a. - 4 - -
sky 12 2 - 1

: - - Totals e 18, 2

5
* % of Totaf
& Maln L
Characters 7.7 13.2 1.7 41
3 F
: \
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1
‘B
-
A
c
K
!

c
A
u
c
A
s
1
‘A
N
2
10
10
7
19

ic Origl
0
(1‘3&

Ethnic Matn,
characters

Back
Row
Drift

- Hock
North

= éuu
Steep
Tobog
Totals

%.of Total

Ef

. . ox<cx<orwen | = v N o~
Fom<a (4

7
5
6
39

22.3,

5 -1 5 OY\".ER‘ % ' LB
: ,.JAPAH.E«..... R RIS Y

© T == www ., . . . ¢ s
m‘ TR LR e T T . : '
T o<zcom<x
o zaemsw]| o

s Y e <dm<z |
ma<ox~

vcsocu x| =« 11w 1 e .~ - ~
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Table 10.1
Distribution of Human Hain Characters by Ethnic Origtn - A1l Genres - Direct and Indirect : g
Incidents - 1983 Edition 2 (
v
Indirect i
& ¢ c
S « H c- B . H
A [ A3 A A [ ) A
u A c A R u A c A R 1
cs NN H P " A cC B NN H P A s
A LA AA I L A O TC A La'ANITT A 0.TC
§ AS' TD N N N T OT - S AS. TD N NN T oOT
1 ef LI U E E W TE I G111 U EE H TE'
AKA VAL S S E AR o K KA VA 1.5°S E AR
N /N EN T EER LS 1 W /N EN T EE R LS
2 L os -z ozm M2 - 2
v 5
6 - 1 3 e - 10 Flip 8 1 -~ 1 10
§ = - - = - -. 6 Rp 9 5 -,
2 - 1 1 - - - 4  The 0 -2 - 12 .
8 2 .- -1 1 - 2 Star 12 2 - Lu ¥
6, 1 - 1 - - 1~ 9 sky 76 1 - # T
A,3 275 1 11 &  Tos & 13 1 tm b
’ #'of Total .
5 36.4  Ethatc Matn " 63.6
Characters
(143)
e &

e RN

=
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§ Table 10.2 | ’ :
Distribution of Human Main Characters by Ethnic Origin - Fiction Stories - 1975 Edition \
\ : : 5 \
£ R : (3
o Black/ Native - Total Matn
N . = . 5 3 v 5
. T'Basal  Cailcastan Astan Canadian Inuit Chinese Japanese Other Charactars
& . % ’ ‘.
© Back 10 1 - - r T v, 12
‘L Row -8 - 1, 1 - b Y 1n
oritt 5 w3 1 - _— L 7
-t . 3 ¥ # :
Hock L7 v 2 ¢ = s - 9
North A LF - - - 1
Kites BT 1 - ” e 20
Slaep Rt : 1 - - - - 14
. Tobog- . 8 s T oL W s 3’ n
Totals 8 1 6, 2 1 3 8 %
. - . ’
%oof Total - i . .
o Matn i ' P, S h .
St S L g o ¥ ‘ .
; : Cheracters  85.7 1.0 61 21. 1.0 T R A
% - ; . "
E 2 -~
.
% — .




Table 10.2

.

" Distributton of Human Wain Characters by Ethnic Origin - Fiction Storles - 1983 Edition

<

Black/ Native . ' Total Rata""

Basal  Caucasign -Astan Canadfan Inutt Chinese _Jspaness Other Characters
ok : ~ . i
pe # ¢
. Zoom R} 1 - - , . 1
Fitp 8 1. 3 S - PO
Rip Je 1 s 2 P % »
Time PERRE T - o &
Star a2 2 - - - € l‘/
Sky ’ 6 1 1 9 & 1 9
Totals 5 5 s .
N
- L °
% of Total :
Main -
Characters 8.3 -+ 9.1 ' 7.6 1.5/
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Table 10.3 N ) .
pistribution 6t Human Main by Ethnic Origin - Yon-Fiction Storfes -
1975 Editton v o5 . '
Black/ Native . Total Matn -
Basal Caucastan Asfan Canadfan Inult Chfnese Japanese  Otfer cr;ugac{nri
A # . i
Back - - - .
o ‘i :
« Bow o - . Cs
. 5
orift g MemsRe z 1
Lo ek 1 .l . i .
Yorth ~. " N = -
" Kites 10 5 1
~Sleep 2 ' ¢ . 2 4
Tobog - . -
: . s o~
y
< Totals y -
uo, s ’
4 - ”
% of Total . = g Ly e 4
. ; _
Matn

Characters  100.0 “ N 5
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Table 10.3

Distribution of Human Main Char y Ethnic Origin - Non-Fiction Si.nrhs F

. 198y Editton
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Basal .« Caucastan Astan Canadian Inuft Chiness Japanese

Black/ * Native

Total Main

Other Characters

Zoom 2. - - z
Fiip 1 - - 1
Rip 2 - - 2
Tine” 1 - - 1
star 6 1 1 8
Sky 1 - - 1
Totals 13 1 "1 15
%of Total .
Matn V
§ cnn’rlcurs 86.6 6.7 ~ 87

i
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Distribution of Human Main Ct 's by Ethnfc Origin - Fantasy Stor! 1975 Edition

Black/ Native

Total Main

“Basal | Coucastan Asfan _Canadian Inuft Chineso Japanese Other Characters
Back ? L . - 2
Fov: e 1 - 3
orift 4 [ | 9
Hock B 4 - R 5 4
North 5 - & 5
Kites 4 - - ) 4
Slowp 2 - = 2
Tobog 3 3 i : ‘6
Totals 2 T 3 3
~ % of Total

atn ! )

Characters 62,9 86 _85 ’ %
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Table 10.4 .
Distribution o' Human Main Characters Ethnic Origin - Fantasy Storfes - 1983 Edition
Black/ Native . : Total Matn

Basal  Caucastan Asfan Canadian Inuft Chinese Japanese Other Characters

Zoom 3, 3 - - & 4
Fitp 5 - 1 - . 6
Rip 1 4 - /- - . .5

~Time -8 2 & - : . 1
star 3 1 = 3§ 1 H

2 ~ i
sky 4 1 - - 5
Totals 2 9 2 1 36
% of Total )
Main P

<
Characters - 66.6  25.0 5.6 2.8
2 . s
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Table 10.5 - .

_ Distribution of Husan Matn Characters by Ethnie Origin - Blographical Stories

" 1975 editton -
- Black/. MNative - Total atn
Basal Cnn:nﬁn Asfan  Canadian - Inuft Chinese Japanese Other Characters

Back ‘4 W
Row - : s «
orift - 3 - : =
Hock - - %
North <. " - s ®
Kites o1 1
Steep 1 R 1
Tobog .2 % 2
Totals B . .- - 5
% of Total y
Main A }
Characters 10,0 a
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“Table 10.5 : : .
Distribution of Human Main Characters by Ethnic Orfgin - Blographieal Stort
1983 Edition 8
Black/  Native Totabhotn

.
Basal  Caucasian Asfan Canadian Inuit Chinese Japanese® Other Characters .

2o . = %
Fiip & ) ! N e
Rp 3 3
Tine - - . - §

Star C - . g -

Totals 4 = . . 4

% of Total
Fein ‘ : 1 4

Characters®,  100.0
\
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Table 10.0 (pp. 223-224) shows the number of maln
characters In both editions whose ethnicity could be
Identifled by means of the text and/or Illustrations. In
the 1976 edition, the ethnic origins of 88% of.the human
main Chﬂrﬂct‘ar’ Coilld be identifled as compared W[tf“ 82%
of the maln characters In the 1983 editlon.

+ More than any other category examlined, the ethnic

oflgins of basal characters In both editions are more

fr‘squantly deflined by Illustrations than' by. text. As

Table 10.1 (pp. 226-228) demonstrates, the origins of

- 72.7% of the ethnically Identifiable main characters In
the 1975 edition and 63.6% of .the ethnically Identiflable

maln characters'in the 1983 edition are shown only In

glbluatrntlons. In both editions, main characters who are

Caucasian are [Identifled as such more frequently by
lHuatratIona’ tr:;n a:; minority group gmalin.characters.
In ;ha 19756 edition, lllust(ntlons'alona indicate the:
ethnic origins of 1-02 of the. 1,16 (I'.B.. 87‘91‘) Caucasian
main characters and 2 of the 27 (l.e., 7.4%) mlnerl’ty
group main characters.’ In. the 1983 editlon, Illustra-
tlons defline the ‘enthnic orlglns of 63 of tha 94 (l.e.,
87.0%) caucnslun lyuln charm:tars and 14 uf the 2~ e.,
5' 9%) mlnorlty maln churactera. « 1t Is Interesting to

note that all but 1 of the 14 minority group main char-

. [y

AN
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acters In the 1983 edition whose ethnicity 1§ Indicated

by Illustrations only are Black cr.\Aslan. While Blacks/

-~ Aslans are the largest single minority group In.the 1983
edition In terms of uumb’ers of maln characters, the

) ethnic origins of 13 of.the 16 Black/Aslan ‘muln(%

’\ acteris are shown by 11lustrations only.

As Table 10.0 (pp. 223-224) shows, Caucaslans

account for 81.1% of the ethnically Ident!flabla‘maln

) characters In-the 1976 edlitlon and 77.7% of the ethnic-
aH'Jy Iuentlﬂah‘Iu main characters In tha'JsB:l edltion.

Native Cariadlans, the most signiflcant minor ity group In
terms of malril characters. In the 1975 ed|tlon, account !ar
only 1.7% of the ethnlically Identl!labla main churactars
s ‘In the 1983 edltlon. In contrast, Blacks/Aslans who
represent less tnun % of tkémaln characters In the 1376

—_— edition are the Ilrgast mlnnrlty gro;)p In t e 1983 edl-
tlon accounting for™13.2% of the ethnic mnrn charac:qrsj

c . ,Foul" of the e|ght basals in the 1976 edition have
less than ' three minority group main characters.’ in

. " domparison only p‘ne//hasal. Zoom sfiots, * Tn the 1883
“editlon has less than four minority group maln  char-
uctars. 3 » . o ™~

/— As Ip ‘bated in Table5 10.3 (pp. 229,230)7!‘!"!1 10.6-

(pp. 233-234), all maln churacters In non-fiction and
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bldn;apny sa}actlons In the 1975 editlon whose ethnic
orlqln; could be identifled are Caucasian. In the 1983
sdlelon. Cauculnns account for 80% of ethnically, Ident=~

Ifidble maln characters In non-flction storles and all

ethnic main characters In blography stories.

.As Table 10.4 (pp. 2a1-232) shows, Just less than
In botn editions

half of “the minority group characters

appear In fantasy stories.. In the -1875 edition', 10 of

the 1§ Native Canadian math characters and 3 o"f the '5

inu(ie‘.inaln characters are featured In Funtnsy selec-

tions.” In the 1983 editlon, '8'of" the va EIucklAslun maln
characters and both of the two Natlve Canadlan main

characters appear in fantasy storles. -Four of the .ine

Black/Aslan fantasy maln characters are really the same

girl who Is featured four times In a.serlallsed sclence~

flgtion \story. It Is Interesting to note that while all

. the fantasy selectlons that feature Natlve Canadlans and
L 4 .
Inults In both éditlions are leggnds of viong ago, elght af

the nine Black/Aslan main -characters In the 1983 edl€lon

appear’ In'madern fantasy or sclence-flction storles.
s can be seen In Table 10.2-(pp. 227-228), maln

cnuracters

dominantly Caucasians. Of ’the totals of ‘ethnically

T = . $
Ident!flable main characters In fiction selectlons, 85.7%

In flction storles In both editlons are pre-




. B ’ Content Analysis .

23

in tHe 1975 edition and 80.3% |n-the 1983 letlon are g

Caucasian. Nativé Canadians are the most signifiéant

minorlty group In terms of fiction maln characters in the

fltion, nccountlng for 6.1% of maln characters. In

1976 et
v

v
tne \583 eultlon, Elncks/;slans who account for 9.1% of
Flctlon maln characters are the most prominently -featured

1.~ minority group. Wow i i
. B

\ . Apart . from .storles In_which race Is Indicated

Indirectly, most flctjon storles In bntn editions with

\\': minority group maln charact end to reflect something
vof_ the cultural herltuge_ajd/or history of thelr main

character’s “ethnlc. group. , Storles with.-inult main

characters make reference to Inuit clothing, housing and
s : ' N
. -crafts and have northern settings. Both fiction stor I’as s "
In the 1983 edition with Black main characters whose

ethnicity Is mzntlonad directly I.ﬂ the‘tex't. deal with

problems of ‘belng Black. A Parcel for Joanna : (Sky

- Striders) Is akout a stave girl who escapes to Canada via.
—— A

. the underground raliway. Blood Sister's (Star Flights) Is

set In the depression years and deais wl:_g the frlen‘dshln

N between a White giri, and tha only Black girh In \1 small

< town _in ‘ontario. In. coutrast, few - fiction stories

' k- s

\ featuring Caucasian maln characters 'reflect the dlvers

3 .
heritages of White Canadians, in comparison to the 1976
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edition, however, the 1983 edition has more storlies that

show- something of the cultural heritages of Caucasian
main characters\, ' :
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RV

The Ethnic Composition of Stories WithMor's Than One Human Charactsr in Teras of Single and
T B

Multiethnic Groups - A1l Genres - 1975 Editfen

Basal

Caucastan

“Black/-  Native

‘ Multi- Total

Astan  Canadlan - Initt  Chiness Japanese Of

Back
fow . 2 - 1 - 3
‘ :
orift 7 2 ERU - - o8
Hock - -7 g 2 - B - 3 12
 forth 8 - - - - e [
Kites 13 1 - .- - - u
Sleep 9 - - - - 3 12
Tobag  « 7 \“z - 1 1 1% 12
Totals 65 9 3 1M ow
AP R
[ i T
. %of Total B #

Storfes .32 N

69.1
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. Teble 11.0° "
&, Composttion of Storfes With bors Than One Hman Character n Terss of Singie and” i
Jltotimic Groups - A1} Genres - 1983 Edttton. © 3
" B & s N
Black/ - Native 4 % WIE- Total ;
N Basl ¢ “Coucastan Astan Canadien’ Inuft Chinese’ Japanese  Other Ethnic Stortes !
Lk A - '

O™ o 1 - - . 4 2
gk 4 ¢ e - s * Toel :
RS ¢ Jm emuTeW s . 7 s
3 7 - 2 1 < e 2 1
‘ star 9 1 % = 4 s
Sky [ - - - \W 4 . 12
'
Totals a 2 5.7 1 1 ‘n T
y 3 . :
% of Tota) 3 . ‘s X

i Storfes 513 25 - 63 12 12 7.5 ey




. The Ethnic Composition of Stories With More Than One Human Character in Terms of Single or

.
Multiethnic Gopups - ANl Genres - Direct and Indirect Incidents - 1975 Edition

mumE—zo

“xo>rw
mumz>»oro

EEmeu o> 6
EZ> 0>

~——arex
omzdam

mmz o

Totals

% of Total

Storfes
(s4)

Az
mem2axa

mumE>w>e
omz o :
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Table 11.1 o 4
< . s
5 , N The Ethnic Composition of Stories With More n_One Human Character in Terms of Single or
’ Multisthnic Qfoups.- A1l Qenres - Direct and Indirsct Incidents - 1983 Ed1'tton ¢
& Dlrect . Indirect
c : €
A ¢ 3 A & I .
¥ u A C AL < u A c A s
c B NN H P~ ME T cC 8NN H'P . SME T
A LA AA 'l 1T A 0. .UT TO. A LA AATL I A 0 'UT ToO s §
K S AS..TD.N N N T LH OR 5 AS TD N'N N T LH OR .-
Ly 1€l I1 U E E H TH TI I L1711 U E E H TN TI
A KA VA T.s s E II AE A.KA VA I S .§ E II AE Z
N /N EN T_E E R /C LS N /NEN T E ER JC LS
g & b . 2 3 Zoom 7 > % .9
3 1 2 - - 3 9. Fip 1 - s 7
3,7 # &= co- 1 ke 3 - \ 7% 10
\ 24- 2 1 - S - 5 Tme 5 - 2 7
l2 - - -1 2 s star F 1 2 10
. . - p
L 3 8'sky 3 - . i a
s )
" B01 5 1° 10 33 Totals 26 1 .° . 20 47
§ . ! 1 .
. W N Yof Total T+ o, . =
{ = 41.3  Storfes . 58.7

S i : ")
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= Table 11.2 T

The Ethnic sition of Stories With More Than One Human Character in Terms of Singlesand

Multtethnic Groups = Fiction Storfes - 1975 Edition »

Black/  Mative T witt- Total

;. Basal cmr_gsla;\ Astan  Canadian lnuft Chiness Japansse<Sther Ethnic\Storles i
Back 5- e S & = EM g ',.‘
Row 4 : 1 - . 1 - 3 9 o
Drift © 2 ] 1 ‘ 1 u < - X ¢
Hock 5 e - - - - 3 8
- North 6 - - - - 6,
= Kites . 9 &8t - - - - 10
Stowp s - - - - 1 7
‘. ; .
Tobog 5 - - - 1 1 7 .
= T 5
. Totals . 4 3 1 1 1 1 5 -

2 % of Total

Stories n1 5.1 17 oz 1.7 18.6
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5 t
Ihe Ethnic Composition of Storfes With Hore Than OneiHumn Character; 1n Terss of Single and

Jultothnic Groups - Fiction Stordes.- 1983 Editton |

. Blackl  Native Multi- Total
Gsil  Caucastn Astn Canadim Inuft Chinsss Japanese \omr Ethnic Storfes
. \ =
.. . |
Toon $ - \ 3 ]
i i 3
Filp e 6 7
#p .4 o 3 7
2 1 -2 3
star 5 = 3 8
N
o 3 - - 2 5
LN
% .
g
Totals 21 s 1 . . Hag 30
5 : !
% of Total - . S

Storfes 53.8 2.8 : 3.6
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Table 11.3 N :
The Ethnic Composition of Stories With um Than One Human Character in_Terns of Single and
Multiethnic Groups - Non-Fiction Stortes ™075 Edition
. Black/ Mative Wit Totat
Basal . Caucasfan Astan Canadfan’ Inuit. Chiness Japaness Other Ethmic Storias
g S b
Back - - - 2 -
, Row - 1 . - - 1
e ™ Drift P 1 - 1 2
Hock 2 - g 2,
North - - - -
Kites 1 * - - 1
~ Sleep 2 " - ! "1 s
Tobog - " ° - 1
7 .
AN ) Totals 7 : 2 10

0
s % of Totat

Stortes

-
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Teble 11.3
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Groups - Non-Fiction Stories - 1983 Edition
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ries With Hore Than One Human Character in Terms of Single and

Black/ Native

» Basal .

Wilti- . Total

Caucasfan  Asfan Canadian Inuft Chinese Japanese Other . Ethnic Storfes

- > 1
o .
il i
3 1
4 3
2 oy
2 : -
8- 3

% of Tof

Storjes
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Table 11.4
The Ethnic Composition of Stories With Mors One Human_Char An Terms of Sing
Multiethnic Groups - Fantasy Storfes - 1975 Edition '
Black/ - Native Multi-  Total
Basal Caucasian Asian ' Canadian Inuit Chinese Jlﬁunlsa Other Ethnic Storfes
s
"Back . - - : - 2
Row 2 1 - - 30
“orire s , 1 2 -7
Hock - 2 - 2
North 2 - - - 2
Kites 2 - - ( - ?
Steep 1 - - 1 2
Tobog 1 2, - 2 - 3
. ) B
“Totals 14 s 2 : i .2
% of Total ., - : .
Storfes. " 60.9 %1 87 SR .
%« s
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Table 11.4 ' .

- 1983 Edition

Groups - Fantasy Stori

& \ Black/ Native . \ . Mt~ Total

M
s ’ = (:J "
Basal  Caucastan A“’m Canadfan  Tnuft' Chiness Japanese Other “Ethnic Storfes
b
~L) . X
Zoom 1- a— - - 4
() e 2
Fltp 1 1 - . 1 6
- Rip: £ - - - <4 4
\ .
' Time 2 1 1 = 2 s
. star’ tE - - 1 ' = ‘3
T sy 2 - & = N 1 3
TotaR AW L2 2 1 9 2
~ R > %
% of Total
: .
X ¢ stortes 417 8.3 83 .42 \37.5

s
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Table 11.5 ) ? o .
. PR
7 Ethnic Composition of Stortes With Mors Than One Human Chb in Terms of Single )
5 Groups - Blographical Storfes - 1975 Edition
. s z
s Black/ MNative * . Multl-  Total B
Basal  Caucastafy Astan Canadian Inult Chinese: Japaness Other Etmnic Storfes
\ . : .
Row - . ) ’ . we
orift - . " 2 Y B ’
N " Hock LI o
= ° N
. - &
1 - 1
Tobog 1 ’ P " LI
C L Totals 2 T . ¥ g
-~ v * N -
%of Totwl . , . : )

Stories 100.0 .
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Terms of Single and

Multiethnic Groups - Bfographical Stories - 1983 Edition

Basal .  Caucasfan Asfan Cdnadian Inuft Chinese Japanese Other Ethnic Stories ¢

Black/

Native

Multi-

Total

Zooh -

Flip

=

Totals 2
-

% of Total

Storfes 100.0
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Tables 11.0 - 11.5 show 'the sthnic composition of

E storigs with more than one human character Wnhose 3

s . ethnlcity could be Inferred elther directly and/or

i Indirectly. It was possible to Infer the ethnjc compos-
Ition of 73% of tha,‘stprles\ In the 1875 eg:Lor{ and 85% .
of the storles In the.1983 edition.

As Indicated In Table 11.0 (pp. 240-241), 69.1% of L

. the storles In the 1976 edltlon whose ethniclty could be
g o -
> = Inferred have all-Caucaslan characters, -whijle 16% feature

Kspeclfw minority ' groups and 14.9% are composed _of .
chafacters from more than one. ethnic group. - The 1983
- edition has a smaller percentage of all-Caucasian storles . -

(Me., '51.3%) ‘and .stories featuring -single minority

‘. .. grpups (i.e., 11.2%) than the 1976 ‘edition. However, the

percentage of multlethnic stories. In the 1983 editlion
Y 5
(I'.e.,. 37.5%) . Is more than twice that In the 1975

g edition. The considerable differehce In the proportion

of multiethnic stories In the two editions Is also
5 8

~ reflected by the fact that whereas no basal In_the 1975

ed Bh has more multlethnic .than all-Caucaslan storles, \

multiethnic storie$ outnumber all-Caucasian stories .in

two ‘basals of the 1983 ‘editlion.. It Is Interesting to

notd that while over 60% of the multlethnic, 'stories In.

. o 2
the 1875 eﬂlvn Involve Nntlsa Canadian 'and Caucasian
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& characters, over 50% of the multiethnic stories In the
1883 edlt'lon ‘involve Biack/Aslan and Caucasian chnq‘c--
- ters. Furtr;urmora. only 1 of the 30 multiethnic storles
.in ;_ha 1983 edltlon. lnvolve; NatliverCanadian and Cauca-

slan characters.
5 8= Asf§1th the ethnic origins of main characters, the
[ ethnlc /cempnsl.tloﬁ of storles In both editions Is
reflected more by illuatrutl.ons than by the text aldne.
As Table 11.1 (pp.: 242-243) shows, ethnicity Is defined
by ‘1llustrations. In 87% of the storles In the 1975
editlon agd -68.7% of the storles In the 1983 editlon. i
All-Caucasian stor!‘es. In particular, are defined by

IllustrntILns. although.only 28 of the 41 (l.e.,.'63.4%)

all-Caycaslantstories In the 1983 editlon are so defined

:s compared to 58 of the 86 (l.e., 89.2%) alli-Caucasian

s N -torlaa‘ In the 1976 edition. The ethnicity of oniy one

;nlnorlty group. story In the 1983.-editlion Is shown by

I1'lustrations, while no minority group’ztory in tnq 1976
edl»tron Is so defined. Whll;.the .ath‘nlc orlull'ls of
characters In 5 of the 14 (l,e., .35.71)‘multllathnlc.
storles In the ‘915;' edl‘tlon"ara shnwﬁ by Illustrntlor‘\r
. only, the ethnic origins of chgra'céarsv In' 20 of the 30
i (lee;, 88.7%) Ruftlat}anlc storles In the 1‘35:! edition are

deflned by Illustrations alone. .
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As Table 11.2 (pp. 244-245) reveals, .the ethnic
composition of fictiof storlies In the 1983.editlon Is
considerably different to that of flctlon storles In the
1976 editlon. In) the 1976 editlon, 72.1% of flction ’ “
selectlons have all-Caucasian characters while 18.6% have
.characters from more thul:| one etnnw,ba}:kgrounu. ..In the
1983 ‘edltlon, 63.8%- of fiction selections nave’ all- ,
Caucasian characters while 43.6% have characters f\:k }
more than one at’nnlc background: While the 1976 edltion S ,‘
has six. flctlon storles which' feature a single minority .
urcup, only one story 'In tne(wa:l editlion has charnctgrs
who are’ all from the same mlnorlty group'. ¥

A difference In _thev ethnic composlt.lun of ian‘tasy
selectlions In t.he two .editions, .slmll;r t? that of
flctlon storles, can be seen In Table 11.4 (pp. 248-

249)." wh'lla 60.9% of fantn‘sy storles in the 1975 edition

have nll—Caucasian characters, only 41.7% of flntuiy

storles In tne 1983 editlion are composed of all-Caucaslan .®
chn‘racter;. In contrast, \while:muitiethnic ;fan:nslea
account for only 4.3% of .the athnlcavl l); definuhle"fnntusy
As;lectlons in the 1975 adltlon, 37.6% of t‘hs'fllnéaales In
iﬁe 1983 edltlun are multlethnlc.@ As with ‘fictlon
.storles, - a-smdller percentage of fnntns}f storles 'In the .

1983 edlition feature a single ethnlc, minority group.
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While the 1976 edition has six, Native Canadian and two
Inult fantasy- selectlons, the 1983 edition has no Inult
fantasy a_electlons' and’ only two fantasies which feature
Nut;lve Canadlans. In contrast to the 1875 ;d|tlon. how-

ever, the 1983 edltlgn does have two” fahtasy selections
o« v

with all-Black/Aslan¥characters. Bglack/Aslan characters

" are also the most visible minority: group characters in
the multlalhﬂl‘é fantasy selectlons of .the 1983 edltlon’.'
As Table 11.3 (pp. 248-247) show;, 7 of the 10 non-
flotion drticles In the 1976 edition’ IAvolve: chaFacters
‘;w;uo are:al I-cauc/;;lan, ylhl;e onvly 8 of the 15 non-flctlon
articles In the “1983 e}!ltlcn ure“nll—-cauea;lnn. While
characters froh more than one ethnic background: are-shown
‘In thf the 10 norﬂ—flctlon articles Ir; the 1975 edlt‘lon‘,
4 of the 16 non-flction articles In the 1985 edition are
multiethnic.. ALl of the _multlethn}.c non-flction stories’
“lIn the 1983 editlion lnvolve-chllaren.‘ 1t s Interesting
to note, that. while the 1983 edition has fewer Nu‘tl\‘ls
Canadlan legends than the 1975 .edltlon and o Native .
“Canadian fiction stollles.‘ It does. have three nan—‘flctlo_n

. _arficles concerned with Natlve Canadlan culture.
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- Table 12.0 . %
; Total Career Roles of Adilt Charactars bt by Ethnie Origin - 1075 Edition :
A . £
Black/  Native Total .
‘Basal  Caucasfan, Asfan Canadian Inuft Chinese Jopanese Other Carser Roles
1 5 i i M , 5
Back* 12 - - - L - 1
i .
Row 4 - -3 5 = o - 17
20 orire 15 = 4 7 - - - e
‘ " Hock 2 = .5 “ s 5w # 27
North ~ 12 - - = = - 13
Kites ' 20 - e - - 20
Steep 24 - 2 - - - - 26
Tobog 18 1 10 - 1. 10 2 2
S
i [
Totals 127 1 25 12 1 .10 2 s
: % of Total '
Career . ’ i N

Roles 7.4 0.6 4.0 6.7 0.6+ 5.6 1.1
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— ") :

Table 12.0 . :

Total Career Roles of Adult Cf s Differentiated by Ethnic Origin - 1983 Edition

Black/ Native g * Total

_ Basal Caucasfan ® Asfan ° Camadfan Inuit Chinese Japanese Other® Career Roles

Zoom 12 2 4 1 - - 19 : .
Filp. - 13 1 1 1 - - 16
Rip 25 1 .- - 1 1 2
Tine 23 2 8 2 - = E
. .
star 2 2 - -0 - 2
sky N - - 2 - - 16 ¢
£ - i
Totals 108 8 13 6 2 1 138
’ . \ : L
. % of Total. . . . 5
v : f

Career

! Roles ' 78.3 5.8 9.4 4.3 1.5 0.7
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Total Career Roles of Adult Male Chara Differentiated by Ethnic Origin - 1975 Edition

Black/ Native

T

<a

Total

Basal c:u;nsian Asfan Canadin;‘ Inuit Chinese Japa
Back 10 s & s < - 5 10
Row 3 - 3 2 - o % 8
- brift 1 - 4 7 = = - 2

Hock 13 - 5 w - & & 18
North 8 = 1 - - - e -
Kites 15 - - - - - - 15
Sleep 20 - 2 - = o - 2 B
Tobog 14 1 .10 - 1 B e 0B 3% 1 "f

. Totals o 1 4 9 1 8 2 140

\' .
" % of Total
Career :
. Roles 67.2 07 179 64 07 5.7 14
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;
: : _ - s
Table 12.1 . . i
Yotal Career Roles of Adult Male Characters Df rentiated by Ethnic Origin - 1983 Edition .
. .
- . ‘ v
Qlack/ Native Total

Basal Caucsstan Asfan Canadian Inuit Chiness Japane:

Other Career Roles
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Table 12.2 . =

Total Career Roles of Adult Female Chara

1975 Editton

Black/  Native ° Total "
‘Basal Caugastan  Astan. ..l:nngﬂe/n“ Inutt  Chinese Japanese Other Cafesr Roles

Back . "2 _‘ T E i 8 2 - " 2

v, 1  a - - . Y

orift, 4 L3 N 7 l

Hock .8 ; Z - 0 o
_ North % " " : e pe ..'.

Kites 5 ‘ s - L - 5

Sleep N G » . ” A -
| ™og . . : s g T2 ' 6 %

Totais 33 E .3 ‘, .2 . . b 38

, g

% of Total - . T ..

Career : ’

Rofes 7.9 5.3
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Teble 12.2 " -

Total Chreer Roles of Adult |,' Characters Differentiated by Ethnic Origin -

l Black/  Native ) Total

Caucastan “Asfan Canadfan Inuit Chinese Japanese Other Career Roles

3 Zoom 5 .- 2 .- s 7
Flip ) 3 ¥ , - “
Rp 7N 1 - - “e
Tise s v . [
star 5 1 - . s
Sky - 5 - - - * 5

% of Total ~ 4+
Cares? . .

’ T . .
~ * Roles 79.0 10.5 7.9 2.8 .
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Table xz.‘s i i .
Jotal Different Careers of Adult Ch: o
4 ’ * Total
: L Black/ Nattve « Differant
« S Basal _ Caucastan Asfan Canadfan Inuit | Chinese Japanese Othar  Careers
-
Back 10 - - = - - 5 10
) Row & - 2 2 .- - - 7
. orirt 1 - 2 = - - 15 P
. " Hock 1 - 4 - - - - 20 ' b
North 1 S - - - - 12 !
' Kites 1 - o Lo - < -
Sleep 16 - 2 - “- - N ﬁ '
Tobog * 12 i .n - 1 ., 2 22 '7
’.‘ A :
ANl Basals B 9 4 1 4 2 8 .
- > 5 -
3 % of Total e *
Different
Careers 8.9 2 wr s 1z - 4h 24
RERE ' "
Lo ™
‘, i “ .
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) Teble 12.3
- . ) Total Different Careers of Adult Characters Differentiated by Ethnic Origin - 1983 Edition =~ .
: : - % ; Total
. = g -
Black/ -Native Different
" . Basal  Caucastan Astan Conadtan Inuft —Chinese Japanese Other  Cai
T ) ¢
Zoom 10 1 13
Fitp 12 1 15
Rip D 1 2
- Tine ¥ 12 2 17
) Star ° n 2 u
. Sky 13 - - 2 - - 15
} v 5§ &
o A nms\ a 7 7 5 2 1 n
it . .
*-

. % of Total
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Table 12.4 . ‘
Jotal Different Careers of Adult Male Characters by Ethnic Origin -
1975 Editton )
1 Total 4
Black/ Native - Different
Basal  Caucastan Astan Camadfan Inutt Chiness Japanfle other  Careers
U -
. " v ta = v
Back . 9 n~ - = = = 5
Row 0 - 2 2 owg = g o« o
orire 8 - v 4 1 - \\\ e L 3
Hock 1 - T4 - - = - g R
ek . 3 2
North ~ 8, - B - = & o
Kites . 12 =Y - - - . o &
Sleep .13 - 2 - - s =
" Tobog 1 1 4 - 3 2
< & AnBasals | 60 1= e 3 1 3 2 7
# \
* % of Total ww, " : =

- Different
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1fferentiated by Ethnic Origin

Total
Black/  Native Different
Basal C‘N Astn  Canadian Inuit Chinese Japanese Qthe  Careers
zo0m 6 1 1 - 5 %
F||p‘ 10 1 1 - -
Rip T - - 1 ' 1
Tine un.* 3> 1 - ) -
ster ‘10 1 - - 1 -
.$I=y ) 8 - - 2 - s “
A1 Basals ) ) 3 5 5 2 ¥ <59
~
% of Total ~ ’
Different ) .
Carears 814 51 8.5 8.5 3.4 17
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Table 12.5

Total Different Careers of Adult Femals Characters Dif:
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by Ethnie Origin =

1975 Edition " .

Black/  Native

Basal  Caucasian Aslan Canadian Inuit Chinese

Total
Different

Jopanese  Other  Carsers

Back 2 =
Rol, 1. . 5
ortft . R « i’ -
Hock 7 o -
North 4 - -
Kites ’ i = ) «
Steep 4 -
Tobog 2 L &
AN Basals 22 ) T
% of Total

Different %e'

Careers  ° 100.0 . . 45
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Table 12.5 s &
ota) DIff 1 Ethnic Origin
tion : :
2~ Total
. Black/ Native ' oifferent
Basa Caucastans Astan Canadfan Inuft Chinese Japaness Other  Caroers
i ¥ 5§
Zod 5 - 2 - /
I - T ( . o
Rip 6 ¥ & =5 &
Tine s 1 1. -1 ¥ \\» i
star B 1 - - /
Sky ) s, - ) =
b7 4
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entlated by Sex and Ethnlc Origin ~ 1975 Edition
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CAUCASIAN — MALES

Actor
Ambassador
Assistant Minlster of Communications
Breadman 2

‘" Bush Pllot
Businessman
Cameraman ..
Caretaker
Chauffeur
chlef of Pollce
Church Minister |
Circus Owner
Colonel
Composer .
Cowboy
Director (Movlies)
Doctor
Drugglst:
Farme
Fireman
F.sherman
Fishplant Worker
Football Player
Garageman

PRI A

W PO e e e et A

Er)
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Hardware Worker
~Hellcopter Pliot

Knight

Lumber Jack

3 Magistrate

Mayor k]

Mechanlc ’

g E Minister of Communications
Minister of Hea|th
Newspaper Reporter
" Park Worker . 1
Pioneer ) . :
Policeman

- Prince
P.r_oducer . - Ty w .

: Radlio -Reporter . d

5 Hancher ~ .
R‘ed (:r.oss wz:rl_(er g

N . 7 Restaurateur

& . Rock Musiclan B

) "sargeant
* Shop Assistant
> . Skipper . o %
L " sports Commentator %
o Sports Edltor )
_ sey 5
- 'stagshand '

) stoam:plp_ Owner -

€ o Teacher

[N

B T T e T i BRI
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Trafflc Officer 1 g
Trapper 1 °
T.V. Reporter 2 L]
Under taker 1
University Professor 1
Veterinarlan . 1
waatngrmﬁahr . . L o A
BLACK/ASIAN - MAI:.ES' v oo
Professor 1
CHINESE - MALES
Store owner . i 1
‘JAPANESE — MALES 3 »
Landscape Gardener — - : 1
Navy Offlcer 7 Lo 2
sallor  ° o 6

g 5 :
OTHER - MALES

_ Merghant (Arnb):‘ r 1
Trader (Arab) » . ' - 1

"NATIVE CANADIAN — MALES -
Basket Maker o1

‘Brave ) . . 11
chlef [ ! 6
Deckhand -

Fisherman - . ‘ 3

,
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o

Flref Ighter ) 4

Hunter ¥ g 1

Pilot . . 1
!

Wizard L ~1

INUIT - MALES =R

e g . 1
Hunter ' 7

Storekeeper s i ' 1

CAUCAS IAN — FEMALES

. Actress .
Artist . !
B)Aker'

Y

" Ballerina
Caretaker s
Dance .Instructor =~ -
Duchess =~ ) .. s
Farmer - &3 ,
Flsh Processor. E .

*” Homemaker .

Inter lor Decorator ¥
Magaz | ne ‘Reporter
Mald
Ploneer
Queen
Rancher
Rock ‘Singer = . -

" secratary "

- - .
S 4 a4 A a oA N A s s Ao s
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% >
< Shop Assistant 1
i ' Sogcerer 1
2 Teacher 1
T.V. Cookshow Hostess 1 .
) ~ i -
INUIT — FEMALES a
Homemaker 3 i
t “ “ JAPANESE - FEMALES
4 : Dance Instructor 2
\ / = g
, %
. o s
v ., . i
- LI
L ¢
> ) i H
% B i
»




Tab

.The Speclific Career Roles of t Characters Differ-
/  entlated by Sex and Ethnic Origin - 1983 Edition
CAUCASIAN - MALES i

le 12.8

Actor

AnlImal Nutrition|st

An'imal Shelter Manager
Archaeologist
Bounty Hunter

Bltcher

Cameraman
Caretaker
Church Minister

Cooper

Del'lvery  Man
Detective

Directol
Diver

" Doctor
Driver,

v

§ Farmer -

Fisherman
Fishing Gulde

Guard

Inventor

Judge
King
Lawyer

TSRO S




Lumber jack

Mover

Musiclan

Naturallst

Pleman

Pllot

Ploneer

Prime Minister
Principal /“
Printer -

Rad.lo Statilon Manager
Resanr,c.h Assistant .
Restaurateur

Rice Harvester
Sclentist

Servant

Shopkeeper

Showman

* Showman's Assistant

Teacher® .
Thief .
Ticket Agent
University Head
Watchmaker

E]

Market Researcher
MI Ikman
. D

o

. BLACK/ASIAN - MALES - /l)
Teacher ’
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NATIVE CANADIAN .~ MALES *
Breakman

Cook

Drivers

Fisherman .

Rice Harvester «

INUIT - MALES

Boat Pllof

Carver

Hunter i
R.C.M.P.. Constable
Shop Assistant

" CHINESE -'MALES T s

Innkeeper .
walter -
OTHER ‘- MALES
Cab -Driver

‘(Hlspanie?)

.

CAUCASIAN - FEMALES

‘Actreds ' . &
. Arch_ae Iogist .
9 Al‘t_ Ist

Author
Aviator
Caretaker . -

D N I

275

A L
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cartoonist
Cook x
Curatorial Assistant

Delivery Van Driver

Y
.\’/‘_

Farmer,

Histor lan

.Homemaker

Ploneer
Jgneel
Producer
Professor
Quéen

15 DU I SRR Y

' Reporter )
Storekeeper .
Switchbdard Operator —
Talkshow Hostess ’

W e el A

‘Teacher

© L 4
BLACK/ASIAN — FEMALES

- Dance Instructor . 1° 4 ,
Museum CuFator > 4 b
Museum Repor;ter . R . 1 ; _

NATIVE/CANADIAN ~ FEMALES !

Homemaker . T -
Rlce Harvester X B R i
. ’ . b
Rice Maker Lo - 1 g
INUIT — FEMALES ’ . . ’ -

Homemaker v 1 N
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Tables 12.0 - 12.8 show the total career rales and’

total different careers of adult characters differ- i y

_entlated by ethnlc origin. . The ethnicity of a worker was
{

only recorded. If It could be Identifled by the text or

llustrations. It was possiblé to Identify the ethnic
origins of 68.6% of male workers and. 63% of the female .
workera In ‘the 1976 editlon.. In the 1983 editlon it was
‘possible’to identify the‘ethnicity nlf 65% of male workers
and 62% of female workers. . B
.As Tnblga-Iz.v—‘lz.Z (pp. 255-2'5'1) Indlcate, the

majority of male and female workers In both editions -~

whose ethnic origins can be \dentifled are caucasian. . In
the 1976 gaxt@n_'emzw of male workers and .86.8% oOf
female 'WOrkgrs are Caucaslan. in cqmparlsorj. the 1983
edition has proportionately more male workers who '»ure
Caucaslan (i.eA. 78%) and proportionately fewer “female
‘Workers who are Caucaslans (l.e., 79%). it should’ be
hoted,, howaver, that. the number of\narlty group male
workers [n the 19756 editlon’ls somewhat Inflated by three

storles In which six Inuit hunters, seven Japanese seamen

s ~ y s
and-seven Indlan pravaa are mgnt quap.

tn  both editions, .there. -are more. male Native
Canadlan - workers than male -workers .of other minority .

\groups. AFthough the 1976 edition has a higher percent-
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age of male Native Canadian workers than the 1983° b
S edition, It should be noted thut as Table 12.6. (pp. ,
.. . =2e8- 276) shows, 17 of, the 26 hale Native Ganadian worksrs

he 1976 edition hold archale po Itlons such as chlef,

brave and.wlzard. In the 198:[ aﬂltlon hoth male inult

afid male Natlve Canadlan workers

“shown .In more non-
traditional than traditional occupations. There are \;?ry‘
few‘ fﬂﬂﬂ'ﬁ minority ‘group workers In elther 'editlon an.d *
few dlifferent career roles shown for minority .al’oub
women. ~ B, Wi :
The gr.e‘ater\ Visibility of Black/Asiah ‘characters In
= the 1983 .editlon Is again réflected In tr;e.’ fact that
‘Whereap the 1976 edition has one male and ‘no. femals -
“Irackeastan warkarss four msve fnd iour»fsm_a‘la Blacks .
-+ “Aslan workers are deplcted In.the: 1983 adlu"on As shown ' ‘
In@Table 12.6 (pp. 268-276), sevén of thel olant Eluck/
Asian. workers In the 1983 edition hold prarasslonql w

positions.
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Canadian Content

5 ¢ \ Y
Canadian Place Names -

Place Names

[ ) Total 3 . . . Total

Flct N-Fict 'Fant Bfog  Names ' Basal ' Fict NFict Fant Bfog  Names

4 - 1 3 8 Back 1Y . - - g
6 2 - - 8 Row 5 . 3 - - 8 - &

7 5 5 - 17 orift - %, 2 - 2

- 0 4 = = 14 Hock 1 = = 5 6
: 5 5.1 - 23 Morth 5 - 2 - 7 E

b - 3 - .2 - 33" Kites 8 1 1 1 8

5. 1 ° 10 4 step | - 4 - i 5

] a %" 6 & 46 Yobog 3 1 = % 17

s o . q % x
! 80 0 w0 . 28 13 190 Totals. 25 22 5 3 " 58
X T ; :
g s v % of Total N
. i iy Place Nemes X
78.2 - 75.8 L8137 776 byGenrs. 23.8 242 5.2 187, 2.4
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R v
Tab18 13.0
Total Number of Canadian and Kon-Canadian Place Names Menttoried b 1983 Editio
" s T F
Canadtan Place Names Place Hames
Total - B Total™
Fict N-Fict Fant = Blog Names  Basab  Flct ' N-Fict = Fant .Blog  Nanes
8 4 1 .13 Zoom - 3 - - 3
12 2 - % 4 - Fip - - s = w
3 4 - 7 Rip 1 - - 5
6 29 2 37 Time - - = i -
14 0 4 24 . Star 3 8 2 - 13
: 8 2 1 1n Sky 4 20 - 1 25
. 51 7 106 Totals 11 32 2 1 a8
i . . 11
' B " % of Totar ;
: i . Place Names kN
82.3 59,5 80.0 5957 by.Genfs 17.7  40.5 20,0 100.0
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\ Storfes Mentiontng Canadtan Storfes Mentfoning Non-Canadian
. Place Names ‘ Place Names )
Total 5 ’ : Total g
‘Fict, N-FIét Fant Blog Names  Basal ,‘“’net N-Fict  Fant  Blog  Names . i
. b g

3 - i 1 s Back 1 - - i = 3 :
4 - P 5 Row 2 1 - - 3 :
2 t2 - 6 oritt - s 1 = o8

5 s - 6" Hock 2w T 2"

: 3 2 - 6 orth . 1’ - 1 = 2-
b 6 1 - 7 Kites 2 1 1 1 5 ;
3 5 i 1 “10.  Sleep - 3 - 1 g :
7003 3L - 13 Tobog 3 R - -5 ;
T ¥y - ‘ . - :
. 3, 1 10 2 58 Totals . 1, 8 3 3 L2 k.

. . % of Stories BT Q d

by Genre Men-

' F_ : un‘n!m Cdn

o - and N-cn. .
3 ‘7.1/ 65.0 . 28.6 ‘0.0‘ 4.9 P\;C. Names 15.7  .40.0. 8.6  60.0 19.4°
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Table 13.1 o ’ . a
Total Mimber of Storles n Which Canad!: Non-Canadian Place Names are Mentioned by

Genre - 1983 Edftton ¥

s - -
Storfes Mentioning Canadian Storfes u-nn(mmg' Kén-Canadtar
Place Nanes : B " Place Names
= Total ) ; Total
Flct NoFfct  Fant  Blog . Memes  Basal  Fct  N-Flct -Fant Blog  Nemes

3 4 1 . 1 Zoom - 2, T
s 2 - # Fltp - - 2 = =
2 2. - ( 4 Rip 1 1 - .
3 6 2 .1 Tne .- - < - - oz
7 3 2 12 star 2 3 2 - 7
2 2 1 ' S . Sky. 3 4 C- 1, 8
: 2 T e
25 19, 8 50 Totals 6 10 2 1 19
} bt ~
1 3 % of Storfes: |
. by Genre Men-. . L
? ¢ tlontng Cdn L
and N-Cdn §

© 40.0 Place Names 133 27,0 4.9 80.00 15.2°
i ; . £ g
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)

. . .

C Table 14.0 = E -
_ Total Number_of Stories Reflecting Selected Canadian Themes - All

Genres - 1975 Edition

Theme: . -
“Cold Winters Wildiife Total Total
] Mosaic and and  Storfes-With Basal -

Basal  CuJtiré  Open Spaces Wilderness Cdn Themes Storfes «

Back 2 4 2 .8 14
Row * -3 2 = 5 16
orirt T\ 8 1 2 1 18

= Hock Vs 4 2 13 16
North 3 2 2 7 13
Kites o | 4 3 8 17
Sleep 1 _ 6 -4 -1 ‘18.
- Tobog 6 - \ 1 7 16
Totals 3 23 16 70 ' o129
% of-Total | .

» - Basal : : 3 ) v

Stories

(129) - 24.0 © 1748 12.4 54.3




Table 14.0 .

Genres - 1983 Edition
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‘Total Number.of Stories Reflecting Selected Canadian Themes - All

Themes
Cold Winters Witdiife, Total Total
" Mosaic and and  Storfes With -Basal
Basal Culture Open Spaces Wilderness Cdn Themes _Stories
« Zoom : 4. E .3 = 7 18
Flip 1 2 3 6 17
Rip 4 1 I A 20
’ f!me 9 - 2 4 15 23
Star 4 2y 2 8 2%
Sky 2 - 2 4 21
Totals 24 .0 12 46 126,
% of Total
Basal. [ '
Stories
(125) 19.2 8.0 9.6 36.8
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Total Nulw'; of Stories Reflecting Selected Canadian Themes - Fiction.
~ 4: ¥ . = -
Stories - 1975 Edition’

. _Themes
Cold Winters’ Wildlife
Masaic and and

Total
Stories With

Total
Fict

éusa'_l Culture ° Open §paces b{lyernass Cdn Themes  Stories

*Back 1 3’ 1 5 8
Row 1§ 2 - 3 10
Drift 1 1 1 3 4
Hock .4 4 2 10 1
North ! 1 - 2 7
Kites 1 4 3 8 12
Sleep 13 3 1 5 10
Tobog i - 1 2 8
Totals = 11 B 9 38 70
% of Total
Fiction
Storfes -

s 27 12.9 54,3

(70) 15.7

i~
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Table 14.1 o ; a
= e s . -
Total Nimber of Stories Reflecting Selected Canadfan Themes - Fiction
" Storfes - 1983 Edition

Themes
‘ Cold Winters  WildTife Total Total "
Mosaic T oand and Stories With Fict
< Basal® Culture Open Spaces Wilderness Cdn Themes Stories
. Zoom 1 3 - 4 11
\ Flip - ¥ - ° 3 3 7
3 Rip 1 1 1 3 7 [
Time 1 1 1 3 3
star 3 2 2 7 9 /
sk 2 - i 3 8 it 8
. ¥ \
Totals ] B 7 9 .24 45
_% of Totat .
“ Fiction + R Y N .
$tories o . # £

Y (45) 7.8~ 15.6 20.0 §3.3°




Table 14.2

Total Number of Stortes Reflecting Selected Canadian Themes - Non- .

SR
Fiction Stories - 1975 Edition
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Themes ‘
- Cold Winters  Wildiife Total Total
Mosaic and " and Stories With N-Fict
Basal ° Culture Open’ Spaces  Wilderness Cdn Themes  Stories
Back 1 - = 1 3
Row tr - - 1 1
Drift 1 - iy 2 3
Hock & = 1 3
North = z ¥ 1 1
Kites - - - 1
Sleep - 3 . 5 .5
Tobog 1 iy - - 1 "3
Totals 5 3 K 12 20
% of Total
N-Fict
Stories - . . .
(200, " 25.0 15.0 20.0 60.0

\ 5
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Fiction Stories - 1983 Edition

g _ :-__Themes . S o
B Cold Winters  Wildlife °  Total Total :
» Mosaic and and  Stories With N-Fict . -
N Basal Culture . Open Spaces Wilderness Cdn Themes ~Stories , F
. zoom 2 - 2 4
~ . Flip 1 - v 4.
= Rip. 12 L . 2 5
Time T4 1 - 8 5 ‘9
v star 1 - T 7 \ o
sky - - " 8
Totals - 10 1 u * 37 =
R % of Total ' ] * e %
N-Fict . ' ) ’ k
s T stories : & ) ' ' e e
(37) 27.0 2.7 29.7 '
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- North

- Fantasy

Table 16:3° L

Total Numbéf of ‘Stories Reflecting Selected Canadian Thenes - Fantaby

Stories - 1975 Edition . s
o 3 " Themes E L
‘Cold-Winters  Wild1ife  Total Total
“Mosate -+ and and  Stories With Fantasy

" Basal, Culture  ‘Open Spaces “Wilderness Cdn Themes, - Stories

Back Fe 1
Row . N
orift | 6 . ..
 Hock® T T

2 7

'

v
O

.
EnwonZan

Kites S to- -
Sleep - . - 01
Tobog 4 - a & 4

faga1s 15 2 7 -3 S C20.- '3
g > 4 -

% of Total .

™ ) ey
Storfes ", | \ .
(35) 42,9 - 5.7 L B.G» - 57.1




Table 14.3

Stordes - 1983 Edition

Totat Number of Stories Ref

lecting

Content Analysis
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: Themes L e &

- * Cold Winters -° Wildlife . Total Total
. Mosaic - and ?and ‘Storjes With Fantasy._
Basal Cilture. Open Spaces ~ Wilderness  Cdn’Themes.. . Stories

‘Zoom '3

Fl1p’ "6,

-Rip 7

Time 1

Star # 10

Sky , Ay

- Totals 6 ‘2 3, R ¢ 41

% of Total’ =

Fantasy ) =1

Stories . ) i

: 4.6 4.9 7.3 26.8

(41) . -




" Blographical Stories - 1975 Edition

Conteat Amalysis
- 3

L%

otal Number of Stories Reflecting Selected Canadian Themes - .

291,

Basal

Themes

Mosaic

Culture

Cold Winters
and
Open Spaces

Widiife

.oal 5
Wilderness

Total
‘Stories With

Tnt!l ’

_Blog

Back”
T Row

©-orift -

" Hock s
North
‘Kites
Sleep
Tobog

. Cdn Tpemes ‘Stortes™

&N

Totals

% of Total
-Bliog
Storiés’.
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" Table’ 14.4

* Tota) Number of Stories ReflectingSelected Canadian Themes -

v Blographical Stories - 1983 Edition o g L s
e .. Themes : e
oL .+ ;¥ Told Winters. Wildlife- T«_;T "Totane
) Mosaic and .*'and "+ Storfei Wfth < Biog .
* Basal Cuiture  Open Spa‘cgs_v ‘Wilderness Cdn Th"e\mesl Stories
p 5 T = ¥ Y T G .
<. Zoom i o o w, I
A NI IOM R S
Rip . il TR \ 1 ;
Time: ! T ey b ) T
star . ot " =
Sky - v ey R IR 1
S ) - . :
—- ) N d g . P ! €N
Totals ° . |2
o | Bl s - -1 = . ki
L. %of Total L TN . :
Blog- ~ e 5 . §
Stories 5 o - 2 ] R X :
) R . s & e —_ W
2 o i : s . .
. = , e s




Content ARalysis
As Table'13.D (pp. 279.280) .shows. Canadian place

_ names account for 77.6% of all the place names “ment loned
In the 1875 ‘edition and 69.7% ‘of the place names men-

tioned in the 1983 eul:l'on.» As repnrteu‘ in Table 3.1

(bp. 2812 82), Canadiar place. name{ occur [In 44.8% of the

stor\es n - tha !975,.ad|tlpn..w_n,|le Non-cannq!uq place

. “names occur In 1974%. of -the ‘storles. In comparison; a

'slléhtly smaliar Qrcantage‘ vof ator}ea In. .th 1983

edltla:\ mentlon cahadlan plucu names (I.e.

iNon.

* 40%) “and.__

-Cunauy‘an plnce names (l e-. 156. 2%)

Almus}' nnu of

B AT e of the” |9s‘r edition’s ‘flctlan ul!éuon: mentlon
'Cunadlan pluce ‘names.” ** More thnn 150% of ‘non- flction X
~ :rs‘to(lesr in“both ed]{ions mentlon*c“adlan pluca names, v v
! . vihlfémof laut y”s:orres In the 1975 edition %
" and.14- ss of fantasy storles In’the "1983 edition mention
s o cunudlan Blace names. & . > 2 i S
B i In terms of the Capadian tha!ss iisted. n Yubla ia.0
R (DD 283 284); 54 3% of the storleg In the |975 edltlnn

a
S have Ganadlan themes whlle only. :B 8%, of the :torlas In

N '-' i the 1983 edltlon hava Canadlan themes. As can- be aeen i

) . Table’ 4.2 ‘(pp, 287-288) lnd Table 14.3 (pp. 2&9 280)

e .. the smaller percentage of stories wlth Canadian

the “1983 edition Is. due, tn part, to the fact that pro-.
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kit I ot @ g ¥ " . 204 :
s/ P % R . B : 2y k i '
partlonataly fewer _fantasy and non-fictlon st&:rles . B gh

S P y

S <
‘~-rei|ect cunadlan themes N Whereus Natlve Canadlan \'and

o tnult Lsgenas are a slgnlflcant component of"tﬁe fantasy e

N genre In the |975 ed)t[on, the anphﬂsls in the'19§1
edition Is tm contemperary funtasyA and sclgnce-flctlon = * 4k

Stor fes. Whi'le the 1se:¢ ed!tlon has alriost twice as many‘ »

non—flctlan selectlons as the 4975 edltlon. the number of

nen-fl»ctlon selectrons reflsctlﬂq Canadlnn themgs ;n the.

two edltlons 1s pr‘actlcully. the same.
© .. WIith regards to t/; specliflc themes. as: Tnble L A R

(pp.. 289-290) Indlcntes, only i4. sx,of fantnsy selectlorls

“In the 1983 'edlbtlon mlr.rpr the "Rosaic" culture of Canada .

.,as compared to' 42.9%of f_ar;ty)sy selections. In the. 1976 %

edition. The sm'ullsr oot tecttons—tm)

= B €

.cah annln bq attrlbuted to the emphusls on’ contemporury

o
fantnsy throughout the edltlon as opposed to legends and

folk tules. Although. us Table l4 1 .(pp. 285-286) und, %

Table 14.2 (pp. 287-; 288) show. ;enly a sl{ghtly grea\gr

proportlon of flctlon and non- flctlon stnrles.ln the 1983
edlﬁlcn mlrror the canadlun musalc. the mosalc Is more
. clanly deflned In’ the 1983 edltmn th\'o\wh s'orle: thch “e

reflect somatnlna of the cultural herltages of a wider

‘range of Canadlans. o R ¢
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;As Table 14.0° (pp. 253 254) reveuls while there ‘is

sometnlng of an equelity between I:he two editjons In
terms /of storles whlch rdﬂect ,the “thems of wlldllfe and

wlrderness.,onw ax of the storles In tha 1983 adltlon

mlrroA the theme of -cold' wlnters- and open spaces ds

compureu&to 17.8% I the 19‘15 edltlon in o rticilar,

In Tnhls 14:1 - (pp. 255-265). Fewer flc\lon starlea

In tnq ‘sda eultlon rsflect the, thsme of scold wlnters and

apen spucas. e shoulu bg\ noted, howaver. that morn

flctlon selectlon: Ih the 1983 dltlon havu summer: nnd/er

urbun seitlngs than do flctfon seleqtlons n the |975

3 . '. .
Content Analysis . .
7 =

e\
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The Numerical Representation'and. i’ortl:ayyal of the Eld.m'— Iy
Tabke 16.0. g v ; )

Distribution of A Elderly Characters by Genré — 1975° B
¥ G b .

C ~ .
. .. s y . Total
o i e g .. Elderly
Basal N—)Ict Fant “ - Blog Charagtgis
.« Back. - =2 - 2
Row - = = A 2
i ‘ K oon
Drift = V2 - 4
" 'Hock - . -, - L2
#North. - R | - 5"
Kites i 2 2 - 10
_Sleép 1 - 1 4
Tobog & 2 & 4
e T =
_Totals c21 2 . -9 1 . 33
% of Total . .
Elderly » £ .
Characters - 63.6 6.1 .'27.3. + 3.0. -
% of Total i By .
Human Chars . :
by Genre= | L
.Direct 6:1 2.0 7.8 4.3, 8.1
. B S
% of Total, ¥ ol .
Adut Human /'/\ \ .
- Chars by B ™ . . g
‘Genre~Direct 9.2 y2.2 10.3 7.8 "




i Table 15.0 ¢
i 3
& : » N
2 C - s 2 Total, ('
! . ! Elderly
£ ‘Basal- Flct N-Flict Fant Blog Characters
3 i { : A
- Zo N R U - s a .
. ) Fllp & ; -J[ 4 5
~: ° CRIp .= "3 1 4 :
e 6 T i ; £
. Time' * 1\ . 1 h 3—
Star - L ‘\' -" 2 ]
. sky - - P . 1
; g | s 2
-+ Totals - s 22
g E
% of Total .
. Elderly * ¥
. e Characters 40.9 40.8 -
. e = ~ 2
s % of Total . . . e .
Human Chars . |- .
. b by Genre- | s " .
¥ Direct 3.9 6.3 4.8
o i e
il x) of Total M = ~
.07 Adult Human ? L =, o ¥ -
Char by  *__ ' e % =N i i
o "éanra-Dlrec_t 7184 7)1
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Table'15.1 rJ : ) x
Distribution of Ederly Characters by Sex and Gehre - 1975 Editfon o M

Male : a d __Fenale
- i

g . 7 Tofal | ; . Total
Flct N-Fict Fant. Bfog Chars Basal - Ffct N-Fict | Fant Blog .. Chars

ae I ~ :
- - 1 ‘a4 . Back - - 1
[ 1, Row - 1
Ly 5l 3 S et
AL - R | Hock .1 - - -
3 - - Ty Toyerth 1. - - 2
- 1 LT Kitest o1 1 - 3 g *
c2 1 - 3 Sleep - - - - T 1

2 - 3n  Tobog = J & _1‘~ .
Ve 1 2 -Totals 5 1 LN S )
| 2 - 5 s
4 L. I ’ % of Total * o
d s e T weeand iR
\‘ 2 v e T 2o
-‘_ w ,_cha.curs a7 ‘8.3 47 83 =
o L B
| ~ - Aditt chars” g g B ) t L
71° byGenre " 7.2 4.8 . 167 250 9.7 =,
r i - :
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T Teble 15.1 - . i
. 4 * :
Distribution of Elderly Characters by Sex and Genre - 1983 Edition i
vafe . s Female Fad
. " Total 3 Total . . !
- Fict, W-Fict Fant Blog Chars  Basat’  Flct  K-Fict Fant. -Blog .Chars :
» o 2 - - z Zoom 1 = ‘1
-~ B = 2 Flip 1t 2 3
‘ Ea < Rip * . 1 1
e T 1 1 - Tine - N iy ]
g = 3 w & " star 1 1 2
- - 1 -Sky - - -
. g )
« ) 7 = T
X —_ . 4 / 1 Totals s 8 -
/ g -
~ ¥ o - "
" e %of Total - - 5
Halegnd ) q
Fenale
# Characters 37.5 - 62.5 N -
v, Fofsmesex - -,
Adult Chars . 3 :
5 8.3 by Genre 6.8 7z ¢ 8.5 y
i - o
ol .
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[

.Dlstrit_m’t‘lan of Elderly Characters by Sex and Genre - Direct and

Indirect Incidents - 1975 Edition

Indirect Incidents - 1975 Edition

Dﬁre:t‘

Total -

Men. _Women . “Characters

S N Indirect

Genre

Total

Mén Women Characters

v : F|ct( = 1
i g 2. R =
44 8 Fant : 17
- : A /l Biog -
- .
' a1 .3 Al Genres 2
- T % of Total \
* \”1‘1»\ Characters ’
93.9 . (3 61
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Table 15.2

«  Distribution of Elderly Characte?s by_Sex and Ganra - Direct and
'Imﬂrect Incidents - 1983 Edition 3

’ , E L 4 3
Direct . . // Indifect ' ",
=, < Total P R T Total
Men  Women Cﬁaracter_}‘. Genre  Men  Women cpjracter{ e
% ; o piedl-
51 7 Fict - SR R
4 - T4 N-Fict oo g st 3 e
' 4 2" . 6. " Fant’ .13 3
- - - Biog .- -
1w |3 7 A1 Gepres Cs =5 . .
C - -
s © % of Total
L@ 3 ' Characters o 3 '
77.3° (22) - - 22
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E Table 16.0

Distribution of Elderly Maln Characters by Gen ~ 1975

Edition N
- L/\ Elderly -
B g Main o
A 'Basal v Flet N-Flct * Fant Blog Chars
4 ' . v o - N -
% Back A . - - o= -
Row T - - - S <
e 2 . E ay N P
L. Mook . 1 - - = = X
/ % - North “. ~ = B . - 3. &
kg © Kites ' - T - 2/
% Sleep 3 2 # 1 1. .4 e
~ "Tobog 5 -1 - - H
. - Toalst 10 2 1 \ 14
T ' % of Eiderly . . ) . ,.7
Malf Chars ' 71.4 14.3 Tl TN
) -. = . i = ‘L
% of -Human ]
Main Chars : T4 .
by Genre 8.9 . 25.0 ~ 2.8 20.0 - 8.6
¢ % of"Adult Y . .
Malin Chars ' | . . .
: by Geare 35.7 25.0 5.6 . .33.3 24.6.
s ; 5
i - . N b
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Distribution of Elderly Maln Charactets By Genre - 1983 *  °

Edition
\z

» N

Basal

Fant

Elderly
7 Matn
chars  * .

Blog

Zoom : 1
Flip ’ -
Rip -
Time
star
. Sky - -

Totals 3

% of Eiderly.
Main Chars

% of Himan .
Main Chars
By Genre

"% of Adult P
Main Chars
Genre

. 17.8 %




| Table 16.1

304

Distribution of Eldsrly Main Characters by Sex and Genre <1975 Editton . 4
; s >
Males 5 Fenales
K Total ¥ i Total
Fict N-Fict Fant Blog Chars  Basal-  Fict N-Fict Fant ° Blog ~ Chars
- - - Back* - - ’ -
= z - Row 1 - - - 1
1 - 1 orift 1 - - - 1
1 - 1 Hock - = i 5 v e
2 North! 1 - - -
N - Kites + 2 1 - -2
. \2 1 3 Sleep - B 1 1
T -, 1 Tobog - L -y .
7 1 .8 Totals 3 1 1 1 6
% of. Total
5 : Male and L ~
¥ Fenale
87.5 ~ 12.5 Mafn Chars 50.0  16.6.  16.6. 16.6
% of Sama Sex-.
' Adult Main .
Y Characters
\n.) 5.0 . 22.2 ° byGenre 27.3 25.0 25.0 50.0  28.6
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' ___Table 161 . 1
Distribution of Elderly Main Characters by Sex and Genre - 1683 Editton "
\ : G wg =
a5 P
Males B Fensles
< R Jotal Total
Fict N-Fict Fant Bfog Chars  Basal  Fict N-Fict Fant Blog Chars
- - - Zoom 1 « : k, T .
s ; o 1o, 1 Rw - V- -
’ - - - - Rip. H : -
- s - - Tine - o 5 = >
. 3. str =¥ > . i
) 1 sy = e =
3 F I 3 5 Totals - - . 1 :
- L E . - 4
: - % of Total | - % .
Mate and_ - Al
> . e i 5 Fenale _ . !/ N
0.0 +60.0 Matn Chars —100.0 @
: % of Same Sex ol
: N g . N Adult Main ¥ s
) . g Characters = Lt
40,0 - 231 E 20.8  byGenre  50.0 i & T o1a
~ s = N
; ’& "
.. = “ * —
" e
" %
® . - > v
. i 3 8
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Table 17.0 =

The Portrayal of Elderly Characters in Terms of Selected Criteria by
= : ~

Sex - 1975 Edition

’ B K T
.- A R R N s 0 Ty
c o0 1 Q L B % of
K W F.H R E 0 "
. P B T 0.T K E G Elderly
g A 0O W C H I P & NN 2
¥ §$ € A0 K.E T I A “Total Chars
- E K T 0 E'E N N & 3
Criteria X S S D Y-N S G S Incidents by Sex , *
" Elderly Por- i : By 5 .
trayed as [T TR | 1 5 23.8 A
Grandparents £ 3% 91 .} 6 . 50,0 .
il e S 11 133.3
Elderly Face = i X “ >
Hurt, Problems, - M 1, = I 2 9.5
. and/or F, i  § 1 2 16.7
Challenges
- T * 1 1 2 4 124
Elderly Have a - =Y y & T
Relationship Ll 3 A = 1 % 4.8
With a F 1 Yy L 16.7
Unrelated Person . v
Sk N D S ‘9.1
Eaderly Por- | - 3 o 2 %
trayedas .- M - -
Soctally Active F w X 5 . 1
% Ty 1 1
Elderly. Break : e
01d Age and/or —M Ve - .- -
Sex Stgreotypes f " s i o
T\ L il % 2
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‘ - v . " .
Table 17.0 . . R
- The Portrayal of Elderly Characters'in Terms of Selectéd Criteria by oS
Sex -.1983 Edition L - U R g B BN
B e ; X % of s e
v — # : R . g .
" 1 T g Elderly
i - zZ F P s p i
. s@ L P I T'S Total:. = Characters .
- E 0 1 L M A -
Criteria ik N F EE_R"W¥ Incidents by. Sex
! - Elderly Por- = - / : e : §
trayed as M 1 - 1
. Grandparents F ~--1 % - :
e O T r AT
Elderly Face N :
. -Hurt, Problems - M1 . T 72 &
and/or F - e -
Challénges B
s ra 12 1
Elderly Have a "
Relationship M = 2 ¥
With an w F.
Unrelated Person
T 11
Gy et Elderly Por- - L } -
# ' trayed as G "
e Socially Active 1
¢ . T t

Elderly Break f
-~ 01d Age and/or S T 12
. ‘SEX Stereotypes F -
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As indicated In, Table 15.0 (pp. 286-297),. elderly
chlr:lcters account for 6.1% of all human chardctérs and’
7.8% of all adult characters In the 1978 edition. In tre
1983 edition, elderly characters represent 4.8% of ail

.human charécters and 8.4% of all.adult characteds. While

83.6% of a!dar’ly characters In the 1976 edition appear In

flction storle! ‘and 27.3% appenr In fantasy storles. the

AmuJorIty oi eluarly chﬂructera ln the 1983 edltlon lra

avonlx alstrlbutad betwuan ilctlon and fantasy selectlans
wlth each qenre accountlna for 40. 9% of aldarly cnaruc-
ters, “As. Tnblo 16.2 (DD< 300-301) shows, Illustrat‘&ons

are used u{ Indldats‘

he uge of 6.1% of aldarly charac=

ter3 .In the'1975 editlon and 22.7% of elderly characters
In the 1983 edition. In both editions, all the elderly
characters whose age Is Indlcated by |l lustrations aldne

. < 3
are women. S o . S

Elaarlly men outnumber eld;rly women In both edltlons o

by a rutla of | B 513 As Tubla 16.1 (pp." 298-299) !how!.

& 75 2“ of eldsrly mals char‘nctara in thf ‘1875 edltlon

appenr In llctlon storles ‘while both fantasy and flctlon
uTectlons account for 4| .7% of . slderly female char-

acters. In the 1983 e‘qltlon. more male elderly char-

. acters'appear.in flction selections than any other genre,

while '62.6%° of 'sldely ‘female characters appear . In
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fantasy selectlc:ns.._ Remarkably, eldg;ly' '('emale char;:q— -
ters account .for 16.7% of all adult fantasy‘ fe:mufa_ char-
acters In the 1975 gditlon and 17.2% of all adult fantasy
female characters In the 1883 edifion,

As Table 16.0 (pp. 302-303). reveals, elderly main
characters account for 8.6% of human maln characters and
24.6% of adult main characters In the 1976 eult_lou.‘ in
the 1983 edlvtlon. eluerl); niuln chnl"’ucters reD.rese'nt 4.1%
nf human maln charuetsrs and- 17 6% af ndult maln cnurac-
ters. " Elderly main characters in the 1975 editlon are
f'e_a‘turgd in all four genres, aithough 10-out of 14 appear
in' #1&tion storles.\ Of "the six erderly maln. characters
In th® 1983 edition; three appear In fantasy storlss and

three InN£lction Storles. It Is striking ‘that elderly

main characters comprlse_\sﬁ.‘l% of adult maln characte[s;

g 4
in fiction storles In the 19756 edition and 42.9% of adbl}

main characters In fictlon stories In the' 1983 editlon.

Half. of -.the elderly maln characters °in the 1983 edI't lon

are featured in one basal, while two basal's, Intended for

the same grade';"e\‘rgl, have no e;Q\er‘.maln characters. In
contrast, only nr‘m‘ of the eluht bnsnls In, the 1976
edit1ion does not have an eldarly ma in chnrnctsl’.

As Yuble 1841 (op. 304-305) shcws, of the 14 Qlderly

maln churqctera In the 1976 sultlon. 8 are men and 6 ara




2310/
women. In the 1983 edition, five of the six elderly main
characters are men and only one Is a woman. In £he 1975

edition, seven of the elght elderly male main characters °

are featured In fiction stories, whille elderly fe'mn.le

main cha_ractersia-ppeu'r In all Afoui genres. In the 1983

2 adlt:lcn, two elderly male main characters are featured In
fiction stories and three appear In fantasy stories. The

e one elderly femnle maln charncter In th';A 1983 e&ft!on
.‘unpanrs Ina flctlon selectlon. . N 3 .\

. B ) i
Table 17.0 (pP. 308 307) uascrlbaa the ncrtrayul of

.. - elderly characters In .terms “of :elacte_{u crlterla. As
shown, 33.3% of -all elderly’ characters In the .1975
edition and 13.6% of all el'deriy thl’!vct s— In the 1983

- edition are portrayed as grandparents. ' While the per-

. centage of elderly f\emale characters shown as grand-

parents In -the 1975 edition Is twice the percentage of

.ldorly male characters shwn as grandparents, there Is
e > 3 llttle ,ulfferonce' between the porcentages of eldarly men

and elaarly women shown ‘as yrundpurants In "the 1983

-

edition. < % :

i w}th regards to aldarly character$ who . fade nurt
probiems and/or cnnllenges,. the troubles which three of
lthe four aldarly characters ln the 1975 editlon face are
no!“ really contr,l» to’ the ‘storles in which the characters

Content Analysls.
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- appear. In one stm,\‘_ruktu‘ (Driftwood and Dandellons),

E 3
an old Eskimo's dismay over being too old to fish and
hunt. merely serves as an |htrnductlon to a unes of ¢,

legenss. In The Snow VamEI‘re (Ioboggans and Turtie—
i 7

necks), an old couple's grief over the death of thelr ‘-

daughter Is Jeft unre‘s?lved.- | In.contrast\ Granny Goes .
Flyling. Six Kites (Kltes and|Cartwheels), a non-flttlon, .
5 R S T .

article, focuses'on an Engllsn granumotﬁér who ‘flleg her '
way Into the record books' by cperatlng a klta—powared-‘
flying macr;lne‘ ‘rhe dnrlnu and aaveqturou: grundmothnr

In Grannx Goes Flying on Six Kltcs rla also u.ne of “two

elderly characters In the 1975: e‘dltlon Who can be des-.

cribed as breaking old age ;taraatypes. The other ' . «
'elderly character In ‘the 1976 dltlon who breaks an old

age stereotype Is a domineering and very active ballet

teacher. The teacher, who appears In The Magic Slippérs . s

(Hockey Cards und Hopscotch), :Ig deplcted as being an. w s
extremely old lady In' the Illustrutlohs which ?ccompnny
the story. . . L

In the 1983 editlon, flve elderly charnctsrs. ull of -
wrmm are male. face problems, hurt’ undlor chullanges.
Four of these-five e|dar|y characters who fuce prohlsms.

nurt and/or challenges account for all, the characters Ih

the ~1983 edltlon who break old: las and/or séx staran—
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types. In Saying Goodbye 'to . Grandad (Zoom *ts

sensitive story, a grandfather facegs his own suffering

and prepares hls grandson® for hiE inevitable death. The

grandfather breaks A mn»le ‘stereotype by telling his

grandson that It IS all rignt for men and boys to gty.

In -pPass| r\ﬂ Through (Star F| lght&) , an e|der |y .conserva- "

. tlonist attempts ,to rescue a specles of birds that is in

danger .of .extinction.” In addltion to- the cna’llehge of

rescying birds, tha conservatlonist breaks' an old age’

/
‘stereotype by cnmplnu and hltcn-hlk\lng, Unfcrtunately,

the efforts of sthe elderly.conservationist.are somewhat

devalued after he Is rescued fr'om\ drownling . by two -young

men whose |ifestyles are at odds with his Ideals. While

the elderly conservationist admlts that the young men's
C - . - s

modern aDDronch to camping might have something golng .foF

It, there.u no afflirmation of the older man's efforts hy

the young eumpers. ‘In Sven's Christmas (Star Flights),

Sven, another elderly mnle consarvatlonlst. puts hlmself
at Flsk to feed elks ﬂt the helght of a. seyere wlnter s
storm.' s‘vm :how: ureut courage and endurance nlthoUgh
h€ no longsr has, the strength and stamlna of his youth.
.Yha two remnllvnlny‘ elderly characters In the 1983 editlon
who #ace’n.roble;ns, hurt’_a‘ndlor‘ chal lenges nppei;r n

Little Foot (Sky Striders)- and .Newfoundisnd Norse (Iime
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Spinners). There Is some doubt as to whetna}‘ or not ‘the
man-who befriends a‘sasquatch In Little Foot Is In fact
an elderly@ acter, for while the man admits.to hi\ilng
seen a lot of strange things In his "flfty-five yeArs of
tiving", .m;qtner character In the a{&ry describes him as

a "Kindly blue—eyed old man", In Newfoundiand Norse, Itv

Is only the 11 fustrations which 'lndlcnta\ the age. of the
archaeologlist,  Helge Ingstad, -a <character who |Is ot

central to the story. 2 . ) .

+ woman who Is f.o.rced"to glve up her quiet Iife because of
“the antics of her pet parrot (Percy - Coast to. Co;st,.
. * Driftwood and Dandellons), I$ portrayed as socially
B .active. Three elderly characters In the 19756 edition
have a relationship with an unrelated ne‘rson. however ,

only two of these relationships are central to the”

storles In which they occur.’ In The th‘lc Slippers

(Hockey Cards and: ), an elderly ballet <nstruc—-

tor teaches her star puplil.that It Is talent and not

"maglc that enables her to dance. The story, Jimmy-Why

and _Noel (Hockey' Cards and Hopscotch) Is completely
centred apolnd the relationship betwssn an old indlan and
- . : a young White boy. During a camping trip, Noel, the old

o indlan, Imparts a great Jealr.h“ of Information nboytv

“Only one elderly character In the 1975 editlion, a
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pasket mak Ing and the ways of wild animals to Jimmy—-Why,
his young friend. R ’

.In ‘the 1983 ‘adition, only one elderly character Is
shown as belng soclally sctive.” However, the character,
an elderly’ woman, only appeafs In- the l;lustrat[?ns of a
cartoon story. Of the two relationships In the 1983
edition, which Involve elderly characters and unrelated

persons, only one dis central to the story In which It

bird resculng mission. It Is mentioned In the story tHat
the chlild has gone on several simllar t('DS»Wlth the old

man In the past.

occurs.. In Passing Through ‘(Star Flights), an elderly

. L. ®
cunservat!onlst I's accompanied by an unrelated chlid on a.
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The Numerical Representation of the Handlcapbed
¥ ~
§ and HandIcapping Conditlons 8
Table 18.0 -
0 The Distribution of All Characters with Disabliitles by
Sex and Age — 1875 Editlon ’
AY g Total g o
& X char- '
~ Basal . Men Women Boys @irls  acters ~
: Back - 1 1 2 .
o] . Row - ® - . i o=
prift - - = 4 -
Hock B F 1 . = 1 3
. . North C - 1 S | X 2 g
"2 Kites 4 s - 4 g i BN
; Sieep] 1 - - 1
3 Tobog - - - -
\% = # . : e
Total 5 [} 2 13
(o} i
% of Total
Characters 38.4 46.2 15.4
g % of Same Sex/ :
) Age Group
Total Chars — 3
Direct Mg 4.8 1.4 - 2.0
5 . RS B
- ?
- @ b Ta s
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Table 18.0
The Distribution of All Characters wlghnlsab! ltlies by

Sex and Age - 1983 Editlon

Total
. ; * char-
Basal Men Wogen Boys Girls acters
R .
Zoom ! - 2 3 2 7
Fil L 2 1 4 8
R B i 1 L2 s
RIp . 1 1 - 2 4
c Time . 1 - = 2 . 3
star 1 - - 2 3
sky - 1 i j ® a8 .3
Totals. o .- 4 ‘e ) 13 - 28
% of Total B i
Characters . 14.3 17.9 48.4
% of Same Sex/
‘Age ‘Group
Total Chars. - o k£
Direct - 2.4 6.4 4.9 < 14.1 6.1
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Table 18.1 N
. The Distribution of All Characters with Disabillitles by
Sex, Age and Genre - 1975 Edition
Genre
sex/Age Total
-~ ' aroup . Flct N-Fict Fant Blog -Characters
° Men ° 0 2 T3 6
Women 1 5 % 1§
' .
Boys i e, s Mg 2
‘airts - = =
N - Totals 4 S 9 3
% of Total | : '

+ & characters 30.4 69.2

/
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\ Table 18.1 3

The tribution of All Characters with Disabilities by

Sex, Age and Genre - 1983 Edition

Y 4 Genre Lo
Sex/Age Total
aroup Flet  N-Flct , Fant , Blog Characters
\
4 .
- Men 3 1 = = .4
3 2 —— s 8
. ¢ \
- i = 5
3 - 9 1 13
\
Totals . 13 3 11 1 28
o of Total \
Characters 48.4 . 10.7 39.3 3.8
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The Distribution of
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Indirect Incidents - 1975 Edition

-Direct Indirect
' Total . Total
Men  Women Boys  Girls  Chars Genre  Men  Women Boys  Girls  Chars
1 1 1 3 Fiction 1 .- - 1
= - - Nom-Fictton - | A ) =
1 1 - 2 Fantasy 2 1 7
“ = Blography =~ - = - %,
T
£ z = 5. A1l Genres 3 4 1 3 8
R *% of Total
38.5  Chars (13) 61.5
7
1983 Edition
< .
Direct . Indirect LS
Total = b
Men  Women Boys Girls  Chars Gere  Men Women Boys Girls  Chlfrs
1 - 3 - 4 Fiction 2 3 1 3 9
/- 1, - - 1 ‘Mon-Fiction 1 1 - - T2
. a= 1 7 8 Fpm - 1 - 2, 3
1 . F, 8 u( Allm 3 I 105w
2 % of Total .
¢ y 50.0  Chars (28) 50.0
v S (o
Y )




. — o . ‘
- Content Analysis
¥ . N B 320
: . = o
Table 19.0 %
The Distribution of Main Characters with Disabllltles by ,
Sex and Age - 1975 Edition . .
d ; ) N PR Total
; , . . h Main
Basal Men Women Boys Girls Chars 3
. . . = |
e , Back f '- - 1 K ¥ 21 i‘.
Row -~ , - -~ L= - ;
: b 2o .
L DrIft ¢ = - - s . o
2 . . Al i .
.7 Hock =5 fa g w - . . -
North ‘\ ® - - 1 s 1 -
Kites 2 1 N 2
Sleep . - - - . . =
Tobog, 1 5 - - == 1
i i T )
. " Totals 3. 1 2 6
% of Total . " e
& ., Maln Chars 460.0 ' 16.7 ‘33.3 : 2 o 1
: = s = % |
; © & of Same Sex/ -‘ . ‘ . . :
£ Age Group ' i . : BY s £ 5,
o Total Malin £ ﬁ B o ST
¥ . Characters 8.3 4.8 3.0 BT e ¥ 7,
/ X ‘ L i
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5 + N 4
Table 19.0 . .
\ . . -
The Distribution of Main Characters with Disabllitles by .
Sex _and Age - 1983 Editlon . T
Sex and Age - 1983 Editlon . .
v ® Total TLoe-
a Main
Basal Men Women - Boys ‘@liris,  Chars 3
- T £ - -
. Twv
.-Zoom 2 - . 1 3
Flip - "t 2 2
p \
Rip - - | 1
Time ‘- .- Bis 2 i
star = - - 2 ] £
A !
sky | = .o 1 2 ;
B \
Totals =~ ‘o v 9 B L
% of Total LR . %
Maln Chars 16.7 . 8.3 . 75.0 i
% of Same Sex/ ) K w:
Age Group v
Total Main k ° !
Charagcters o222 7, 1.9 16.3
¥ A - ’. -
. : '
. '
# ! 2
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Table 19.71 | - - : , »
The Qstribution of Main Characters with Disabllities by s
Sex, Age.and Genre - 1875 Edition vy
B s - . SE
) . Total
A : ' sax/x(ne - Main
R aroup . Flet  N-Flc Fant . 'Blog . Chars 4
3 % ! v F J .
N ¥ . P o
; Men ! D | 1 3
3 0 % ‘ ; -
i Women T = L 1 N
. ' Boys - | . 1, 2
“airis “e e = . 3
" Totats P 3" 3 S8 i
% g ; T syt
. ‘% of Total 5
S -, ©
50.0 y

G .
- Maln Chars =~ .60.0
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~

Table 19.1
The Distribution of Maln Characters with Dlslhllltles‘bl

.'Sex, Age and Genre - 1983 Editlon

v
Genre Total:* «
‘sextage K : Main
Group . Flet .'N-Flcg Fant  Blog chars” .
. 3 3 . T ° .
o Vi 9 13 Y
- Men . - - - T -
k . \
Women ¥ s .a¥ 4 - 2
@ S . & s =
3 Girls 4 - : 1 .9 h
Totals 2 |, a° 8 1 12 -
% of Total . - O
. Main chars® 16.7 8.3 -68.7 8.3
1 N . \\ " '
v o
" ) . N :
. & _— ' -
£ B :
, :
' ¢ - .
& . Fse
. ’ &
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‘Table 20.0, o ¥

—
The Distributlion of Disabling Conditlons of All Characters

by Sex and Age - 1976 Edition e : X

.. Total ¥
Sex/Age . Dis-
GI’O‘UD Visual Auditory Mental Mobllity abliltlies
Men 4 : 1 5
"Women 5 1 6’
Boys 4« of 1 2
Gliris - L - -
Totals 10 ’ 3 13
.
% of Total . - .
pls- " E

abllltles 76.9 13 23.1
' ¥

v
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.
Table 20.0 & L . P
’ The Distributlion of Disabling Conditions of All Characters
by Sex and Age - 1983 Edition

= . Total ¥
;S Sex/Age & Dis- :
; ¢ i
\ Group Visual Auditory Mental Moblliity abllitles
< = x
.~ Men 4 - - 4
Women 6 f T8 ’
_ Boys Z, - 3 5
airts s s 1 13 ¢
& g -
| Totals 8 ¢ e 4 28
e ¢ * * 2
: . . e . ® 5 ’
% of Total e .
) DIss . . o st
abllitigs  64.3 21.4 - 14.3 .
v
4 ,
g . ;
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*Table 20.1 ®

The Distribution of Disabling %na‘tlons of All Main

Characters by Sex and Age — 1975 Edltion §
. Total
i @
. Sex/Age ) . . Dis—,
aroup Visual Audifory ‘Mental .Moblilty abiltties,
Men T 2 1 3
Womeh . 5 . * - 1
Boys 1 1 2
f
airis .- ~ ~ - °
=
Totals .4 ) : 2 6
il - , 3
% of Total
Dis- * “

ablllitles ' 66A7 < . '33.3
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’ )
N Table 20.1
The Distribution of Disabling cund\tlon: of All Main
Characters by Sex and Age - 1983 Edltion -
. N . ;
B i . Total %
et sex/Age i \ Dls-
" : Group Visual Auditory Mental Moblility abllities -
' Men - - - -
5 Women . 2 - ' - 2.
Boys 1 - : - 1
Girls . 4 .4 .1 )
T * Totals 7. 4 1 12
. % of Total N \ N
Dis- .

ablllitles 58.3 -33.3 8.3
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Table 21.0 ) -
Specific Disabling Conditlons by Major Categor 1975
Edition 4y
Visual L Mobi | Ity
* &
Bilnd 1 Wheelchalr ‘2
Glasses 9 ' Limp 1
1983 Editlion .
! Visual * Auditory ® Mob 1 11ty
* Bllnd 10 Deaf 6 Limp 1
Glasses .46 ' Whéelchalr 3

Glass Eye 1 ..
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Tumgs. 18.0 - 18.2 (pp. 315-319) show the distribu-
tion of characters with disabilitles by sex, age and
genre. whllé, 2% of human characters In the 1975 editicn
have a disabliity, 6.1% of .human characters In the 1983
“edition have a disabllity. Of the.characters with dis-
abllltles In the 1975 editlon,- 69.2%. ‘aodenr In fantasy
" selection w;1|le the remainder appear In fictlon selec-
tions. ‘In the 1983 edlitlon, .chur;a‘t:.t.ers with dlsgb‘l‘l Ities
appear In all four genres, with 46.4% being dépicted in
flctlon storles and 39.3% In fantasy stor13s. " “the dis-
‘abllities 'of 61.5% of the -handicapped characters :In the
1975 editlon and 5ox'of’the handlcapped, characters in the
1983 e¢ition are shown by I1lustrations only.

" As Table 18.0 (pp. 316-316) reveals, 11 of the 13
characters with disabllities In ‘the 1976 edition are
‘adults (l.e.; six women and five men)." ‘The 2 children
with disabllitles are both boys. In the 1983 edltion, 18
children, including 13 giris, ‘huve handicaps as compnr’ed
with' 10 adults. Remarkably, girls with disabllities
appear .ln gve‘ry basal of the 1883 editlon and account for
14.1% of ‘all glrl characters. Nine of the 13 handlcapped
giris are portrayed In fantasy selections. . I't should be
noted, however, that -6 of the 13 plr_ls'. with handicaps In
the 1983 edlglc‘m"are really the same q[rl who appears In
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six eplsodes of a serlallzed science-fiction story.

As indidated In Table 20.0 (pp. 314—‘:;25). 76.9% of
the disabling conditions In the 1975 edition are™VTsually
related. As Table 21.0 (p. 328) shows, of the 10 charac-
ters with visual handicaps, 1 |Is blind and 9 wear
qlnssss.‘ Mobllity handicaps are the only other type of

N disablllty portrayed In the 1976 'Edltlpn; of the three
cnarncferg with nkoblllty handicaps two are conflned to
wheelchalrs vml,.l’e one has a limp. Visual handicaps are
also ::eblc‘ted.-mote .fi'equgntly than other dlsibllng cond |~
-tlons ‘in the -1983 ‘sditlon; -accounting 'for- 64.3% of all
handicaps portfayed. Of the 18 characters wnho.have.a
visual disablliity, 16 wea;‘ glns:es 1 Is blind and 1 has
‘a iglnss eye. Although 6 chnractars In the 1983 edltlon
have an auditory handicap,’ the 6 characters are really 1
'chnrncter n deu girl, who Vgpnnri in a serialized
sclance-flctlon story. Of the 4 characters with mobllity
ﬂlsahilltle: In the 1983 edition, 3 are conflined to
wheslchairs wnlla 1 v)(} timp. e .

With ranards to the Importance of characters with
handlcups. as Yable 19.0 (pp:. 320-321) shows, hnndlc’appeq‘
.l'nnl’n characters’ account for, 3‘.7%‘25‘ “arl ) human mﬂ.l'ﬂ
characters In the 1975 aﬂl.tlon; ‘However, flve of the six

handicapped main characters have very minor disabliitles
% i 5 <
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(l.e., four wear glasses and one |Imps) which do not
appear to restrict thelr abllity to perform any actlivity
they engage In. The remaining handicapped main charac-

ter, a .boy who has been confined to a wheelchalr since

blirth, nls featured In Supertalk Calling Mlilkman, a
fiction story In 'Backpacks and Bumblebees, the flirst
basal In the 1975 edl:t,!on. The disabled boy, J\m‘. fears
that no one wlll, accept him for. ﬁlmself. 20 he ingen-
lously employs walkle-talkles to make frlends with Frank,
a boy who llves In the same apartment block. When Frank
discovers that Jim Is conflned to a wheelchalr he accepts
him Immediately and polnts out that, rather than being a
hindrance, Jim's wheelchalr will maké an excellent prop
for truck driving games. Jim's mother leaves the reader
In no doubt that Frank Is a real hero for playing wlfh
her son. )

In the 1983 e;‘lltlon, 8.2% of human main 'chlructers
have a disabl!llity. : Of the 12 handicapped malin char-
acter;,\\s wear: glasses and 1 has a slight [Jmp. The
dlsﬂb‘lllt\l s of t;wse sever\| main cnnric:ers do not appear
to lm/pede them In any way. .The four main characters with
“an auditory ha dicap are, In fact, the.same Gharacter, &

deaf glrl, who-Is featured In four of the six eplsodes of

Journey- Through the Stars. ' ‘In the second episode, The
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.. Sllent Plant (Fllp Flops), the girl, who Is part of a

group of chllidren involived ‘in a space odyssey, |s seen as

a burden by one of the boys on the voyage because she Is

deaf. Determined to show the, boy how useful. she can be,

the deaf. girl easily wins his respect by ‘making Intell-" =
Igent observations and flnally by §nv|ng all the other :
children ’Ir‘ém_ disaster. ln.othel' sltuations as well, .the. o

gliri’s deafness Is actually shown to be an advantage, -and

_In the final eplsode, The Journey's End (Sky Striders),

: T . 3
It IS the group’s knowlédge of sign language -that' al lows
It to overcome the flnal danger. . .-
The remaining maln character with a handicap In the =

1983 edition Is'a blind boy who Is featured In The Dog of

Pompel| (Sky sStriders). Set In Pompel round: the time
[ that Vesuvlus errupts, the story Initialiy describes how

s . e -
the boy survives from day to day wit he help of his

When the volcano errugts, the dog guldes

ﬂ\thful dog.
= thel\boy down to\the sea and safety~and then loses Its ¢ T

~11fe. by returning Yo the town to fInd the boy something

t‘;: eat. - Although the dog is the real ‘hero In the end, »
¢ y oo o= . J
the -story; nevart{e_leas, evokes admiration for W' boy

*for the way. in which he copes with his handicap under

* dIfflcult clrcumstances. '
| . [ >
Tess Handicapped characters piay a central role In “one*
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other story In the 1983 edition, although the main char-

acter Is not disabled. InT.J. Sm‘lll and the BIAg Splash

- Y
(Zoom_Shots) a boy who Is afrald of the water helps out

at swimming classes for the disabled. By watching his
.
disabled charges enjoying themselves. In the pool, the boy
.

finds the determination to learn to swim himself.

. N )
Fx L 4 ') .
3 % . 4
o 5 ‘ " P




L
s Content Analysis
4 X, w 3
s 334
. The Depiction of Reading
Table 22.0 N
Distribution of Characters Who' Read by Kind, Sex and Age
1976 ) ®
i . Humzhs
ot Non- i . Tetal
Basal Humans Men  Women Boys Girls Chars
Back ", = = 1 T 1
Row - - 3 - 2
L orifte ” s - 1. 2T 1 4
Hock g - - - - e
North 5 - ¢ - 2 = 2
Kites - 1 .~ 2 T8
Sleep - . . o - 1
“Tobog 1% - 2 *3 8
Totals . 5~ 1 10 8 22
% of Total o~
Characters 22.7 4.5 X 46.5 27.3
. 5 ;
% of Same %
Klnd/sex/Age %
Group Total -
Charatters .
(Direct)~ 157, 0.8 7.1 - 8.7 3.0
.
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Distribution of Characters Who Read by Kind, Sex and Age .

- 5 Humans .
e N s-  Non- Y . ) Total
+ _ + Basal Humans Men ' Women Boys  Glrls Chars
) “~zocm - 1 1 1 3
° Flip - 1 - 2 ‘s 8
G RIp - NG 1 -2
Time 3 - - A 1 4
N star -\ - - T w 1 1
: Sky 4 1 o - 2 7
- Totals - o ] 4 B 4 10 26
% of Total 3
Characters 28.0 18.0 18.0 400
% of Same B
Kind/Sex/Age B e
Group Total
‘Characters
b= v (Dlfect) . 14.8 2.4 3w 10.8




£ E P §
. 5 ’ ? . "' .content Analysls ;
. . . . v 338 \
Tible 23.0 * % F R 3
¥ Locatlons Where incldents of. Reading by Characters ’ .

leferimtlated’hy Kind, Sex and Age Take Place ~ 1975

L - Edition N p L ®
’\
N . . .
" Locat lon# -

School Work i Home ' L library Other'  dents

. T 'Men . 24 2 - o~ =00 2 6° i o
5 . ¢35 . «. - + . 3
s . Women | ~ - = S = 1 .
R Boys - 7 2 -4 13 .
: % %
airls ‘w- 3 3 o g :
N Non-Humans _ - -~ - = w o ow >
5 @ % i ¥
_~Totals Lo 12 8 8 - 28 ’
% of Total "

Iincidents 7.1 " 42,8 2P.4° 28.6




Total
inci-
k School | Work ™ Ht;met Library  Other. . dants\
. 4
Men L 4 - - - s
Women - - & 2 = =
Boys - - 2 - 2 4
Glirls 2 1 7 - ‘3 13
B
Non-Humans = = 3 3 1
; ; 3
-~
. * 3
Totals 3 5 v 12 3 8 29
- % of Total ™
Incidents 41.4 - 10.3 20.7

Table 23.0

‘Locations Where incldents of Reading by Characters

<
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Differentiated by i(lnd, Sex _and Age Take Place = 1983

Edition ~

=

Locat lons
T

10.3 17.3
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Table 24.0 i .
Materials Read by Characters Differentiated by Kind, Sex and Age -

1975 Edition ¢
s o

Inform- . < Total

Text- atfonal News- Mater- -

.Mel& SR T 27 4 6
Women - Te s - L - 1
)
Boys - Tty : 3 6 - 13
Girls 1 2 2 \ 3. - .8
Non-Humans - - - - - 5=
N - ;
Totals 1 2 6 9 10 28
> . ) ¢

% of Total %

Materials - 3.6 7.2 21.4 32.1° 35.7 i

" Novels Books ABeoks‘ Comics . papers Other ials 2
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Materials Read by Characters Differentiated by Kind, Sex and Agé -
1983 Edition

s
Inform-* Total
Text- ational News— Mater-

Novels Books Booksj.cwlqs papers Other 1als
f 3 :

=
Men - - - - - 5 5
Women N = - - - - -
_ Boys " N - 1 2 1 - _ 4
Giris - - 1. o3 - 2 7 13
Non-Huniaris A - - - - 4 7
Totals: 3 B, 4 2 3 16 24
% of Total .
Materfals 103 -+ 3.5  13.8 6.9 103 852
% -
\ ¢
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-As Indicated In Table 22.0 (pp.'334-335), 3% of .the
* total characters In the 1976 edlitlon and '4.7% of thes.
total characters In the 1983 edltlon read. ln\the 1975
edltlon,' of the Zé characters who read, 10 are boys, 6
are girls, 5'are men and only 1 Is a woman.” Of the 25
churactaraiwho read In the 1983 edltlon. 10 are gliris, 4

are’ boys and 4 . are men. Incredlbly. while 'no woman

reads, non-humans (l.e., 4 allens and 3 animals) cumnrlse

. the second largest reading group In the 19§3 editjon. In"
aach.adl_t!on.ktwo basals accou’nt for more than' 50% oé the
charactara who read. - . N " X
8 As Table 23.0 (pp. 336-337) shows, there are 28
reading Incidents In the 1975 editlon as compared with 29

~{ réading incidents in the 1983 edition. m both editions,

re than 40% of the Incldents occur In the home. In the

2 ¢ 1976 edlitlon, two rsndlng Incidents hupuen at work while

ho reading takes placa at school. - In tns 1983 edition,

~ five rnalng Incidents occur at work and three Incidents - i

Gecur at school.. While three giris, two boys and a woman

read at a llbrary In the 1976 edition, only allens read

8% 1ibrary in the 1983 edltion. ‘

With regards to reading mater lals, signs, advertlse-

ments, and , letters which 'daslnnuteu' In Table 24.0

(pp." 338-339) as’ other,.account for 36.7% of the mater-
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lals read In the 1975 editlon and 55.2% of the materials’
read In the 1983 edlition. In the 1976 edlition, news-
papers which are read by men, women, boys ﬂl’\.d girils also-

read.” There. s only one Instance In the 1976 editlon of

‘,a book :being read for pleasure. In Power Fallure

* (Toboggans and Turtlenecks) there Is a brief mention of a
glri, qulstly readlnn a story bcok In the 1983 adlthn,

all the reading of recreutlenal books Is done by allens
and t”‘we In a single :tory In The Book That
Saved the th (Sky Striders) the -alleris decode a book

of nursery rhymes Which they take to be of prophetic

Import. The 1983 edition does Include one ‘'story In which

reading Is central to the plot. In Black Shadow (Rlpple

Effects), comic books stimulate a boy's Imagination to a
.

- polnt where he sees reallty as belng more exclting than

It actually ds. ™ \

Summary - N I
’
The. results of the analysls according to the
specific areas of the Investlg‘atl‘pn have " béen reported

and discussed In, this chapter- A summary of the varlous

findings of the analysis, as well as conclusions and

recommendat ions based on the flﬁdln‘ns are presented In

the following chapter.

account for a' signiflcant praportlon of the materials
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CHAPTER Vv
| sSumary,’ summary of the Analysls,

2 3
Concluslons and Recommendations

Introduction | - \ |
The fallowlng chapter provides & sumnfnry of the
study - as well as’ a. summury of ‘the flndlngs of the
‘annlysl_s of : the 1976 and 1983 edltions of \‘\the Ne_'lson
- Language J Developmental Headlng program r:;ported Tin
Chapter V. Conclusions based on the ilndlngs of the
analysls are also reported. The chapter ‘concludes wlth
recommendations to textbook selectlon committees,
teachers, and the authors and puhllshersjof the Language
Developmefitat ﬁudlng ;rcgran;. fhe chapter s organized
N
unaer these subha_udllngs: T (a) Summary; (b) Summary of the
Ann’|ysls; (e) concilusions; (d) necom?nenqatluns; “und (e)’
Summary of the Recommendatlons. 2
el ' i
: N
Summar;
The purpose.of this. study was to examlne and Ecomnure
éha canteng.of the fourth, flfth and sixth grade basals

of the ‘:18_75 and 1983 editions of the:Nelson nngunge

Developmental _Reading program. The specmc areas
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Investigated were the depictions of males and
ethnic groups, the elderly, the disabled, and

The study also sought to determine the extent of
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females,
reading.

Canadlan

content In the two edltions-™ 3

The contents of the basal readers were scrutinized

by means of an analysis kit that was based:on A Con-

sumer’'s, Guide “to Sex, Race and Career Blas In_Pubilic
+ School’ Textbooks, an analysls
‘Britton and Lumpkin ' (1977b).

package ' developed by
After the. 1976 and 1883

edltions of_ the' Nelson L Deve lopmental” Reading

program had been analyzed Accerdl_n‘g to the criterla of
the unulysls‘ kit, the analysis was subjected to a rater- 7]
rater test of rellabllity. The results of the nnn‘lynls
are presented In terms of frequencles and percentages for
each area of concern and are reported In Chapter v.
¢ % .
. . summary of the A ‘ ysis i . g
. Although the 1983 editiom has en.ay four fewer - L
stories than t‘ha 19756 edltl‘on, thle distribution of the

> storles In terms of génre Is.quite differpnt. While the

1975.edltlon has 35 more fictlon s'a‘\’!ctlcns “than fantasy ‘

seiections and 16 more fantasy selections than non-

flction selections, the 1983 edition has only' 4 more’

i~ fiction selectiens than fantasy aalecthns..'n'nd only 4
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' more fantasy selectlons than non-fiction selections.
Illustrations are not used In elther edition to
redress the balance between males and females, as the

distribution of male to female characters ‘and workers,

shown In Illustrationg only, reflects the distribution of *

thosa mentioned In the text. In both edltlons, |llustra=

tlons are uaed In varying degrees to portray ethnic

orlgln:,vcld a0e and dlaabllltles While Illustrations

alone are used to show the age of 6.1% of elderly
character's In the 1976 edition, they are used to show the-
.age of 22. 7% of elderly characters in the 1983 edition.
ALl elderly charﬁ:ters who  are purtrayed as such by

4
lllustrntlons only. In botn editlons, BFQA femnle. Over

“80% of the disabllities In Both editions are shown In
% A

I1lustrations only, although the percentage In the T9

editlon Is less than In the 1975 edlitlon.

PR
_More than any other category examined, |llustrations

Adre used. Tn both ultlons to :how the ethnic or|v|ns of

‘basal characte) s, and
actera.r whlvl-e a smaller percentage of Caucaslian. maln
'churncters Are rsn deflnau by Illustrations In the 1983
edition, ' the athnlc orlglns of a cpnsldernbly nlgher
nercentaqa of minority group mnln characters, and ip

oartlcular Blnckleslun main charaéters. are deflined: by

In’ pnrtlcular Caucasian Ghar- -

*
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Illustrations In the 1983 edition. A similar trend In
the use of Illustrations to define ethnicity |s apparent
In stories categorized according to the ethnic origins of
all their characters. While a smaller percentage of all-

" Caucasian stories are so defined through I1lustrations In
the 1983 edltion as compared to the 1976 edition, |1 lus-
trations are used In the 1983 editlon to define ethnlc
orlqlns‘ In a much higher percentage of multlethnic
.storlas.

With regards to the representation and portrayal of
maies .and}?emales in the two adl‘tlons, two maln facts Are.
.apparent. 'First, In contrast to the wjfs editlon, there
i a remarkable equallty between boys and qlrla(ln the
1983 _editlon In terms of.almost all of the categorles
examined.  Secondly, while In some respects there are
.Improvements In the portrayal and numerical 'ranresent.-
‘atlm{ of. women In the 1983 edltlon‘ -as compared to the
1975 edition, a considerable Inequality between men and
© women stlll exists. = ( . .

In the 1983 editlon, there ‘are only three more boy

characters than glirl charfacters whiie |In terms of maln

chur’acters the .balance Is slightly Jn favour of giris.

Boys appear-.In 68 and glrls, In 58 ‘of the 92 stories In

the 1983 edition which have more than one human . char
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P b ucter’. The numerical e\wulty between boys and giris In
‘the 1983 editlon Is’ evident in not only “he overall

. / totals of the categorles examined, but also In many o’
the genre and basal totals within each category. With

regard to the portrayal of boys and girks, an eﬁlty

also exlsts In the range and number of persqnality its

displayed. The{:quallty betw;en boys and glirls In-the
! . ' 1983 edltion, however, does not extend to allleniotl,ons.
as giris display more physical affection and cry much
more frequéntly than boys.
. | " Less lInequallty exists between men and women In the
b 1983 edItibn as far as the percentages of male and female
aduit characters are ‘concerned. Whereas men account for
70.5% of adult characters In the 1975 editlon, they
achount for 64.7% of adult characters In the 1983
J edlition. With regard to storles with more than one human
£ character, wh‘lla manﬁ appeaf In 19.5% more storles than

women In the 1975 edition, men appear In 10.3% more

)
stQries than women In the 1983 edition. Less Inequality
Q oo

exists between men and 'Whmen In the area of Zareers as
)

well, for while men occupy tﬁe same percentage of dlffer-
ent career roles In both 'editlons, wojen occupy a higher

percentage. of different  .career oles - In tr‘xe 1983

edition. However, the percentage of different careersh
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held by men In the 1983 edition Is still 44.2% greater

than that held by women. Simiiarly, while women account
for a higher percent;&ge of the total iSaresr roles lnothe
1983 edlt)on than In the 1976 euI;(_\on; they still occupy
42.7% fewer roles than men.- ' . (

\In some respects -the Inequality between men and
women |s great n the 1983 edition than In the 1976
edition. whlfrthe rntlo of men maln characters to' women
maln cha)acters In the |975 editlon Is sligh&ly~less thnn

2:1, the ratlo " the, |953 edltan Is sllﬂhtly;ﬂort 'thnn

2.5:1. * In the 1983 edltlon, men display a wider ra ge of

A . \
personallty tralts and more tralts than women than Is the

case In’the 1875 edition. It “should be noted that the
Inequallty between men and women extends to elderly
characters, for In both edltlons elderly men outnumber
elderly women by a rutlo of 1.76:1. The Inequatity
betwe;; men and women even pervn\g_e/;’\the denlctlon of
reading .In both sdltlans, Yor while five men and one
woman read In the 1975 gdition,: four” men and no women
read In the 1983 editlon.

With regards to ethniclty, while Caucasjan char-
acters aor.nl,n'ate both edlitions In terms of percentages of

-maln characters-and career roles} several piffarences

betwséﬂ the’two editlons are apparent. " Flrst, the ethnic

T
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origins of a :inaller percentage of maln characters and
stdry characters as a whole can be determined ;ln the. 1983
editlon as compared”to the 1976 edition. “Secondly,.wlth
. regards to the ethnic composition of stories, _the 1983
edition has a smaller percentage of all-Caucasian and
nll_—mlnarlty group itcrlea, than the 1975 edltlon.‘ but
twice the percentage of multlethnic storles. In ‘the 1983
edltion, there are only four more all-Caucaslan fiction

stor| than mutlilethnic ‘flctlon storles and only -one

Caucasian fantasy story than multiethnic fantasy
stortes.) . : ' N P
o Boght ea lons_have a'different’ minority group that

Is pu er!cn:hreéom!nant In comparison to other minor- ¢ ..
ity froups portrayed In the 1976 editfon;, Native
Canadyans accou:t\vr/more than 0% of minority group.

main char

ters and appear In more than 5O%.of multi-
. ewdnic storles. In the, 1983 edition, Blacks/Aslafs
accolnt for more than 50% of minority group main char-
acters ‘and appear In fmore than 50X of the multlethnic

Y, " storles.  ihe contrast between tr;e‘ two editions Is <

amphnslxad by the fact that whereas ‘the 1976 edltlon has

only . ene Black/Aslian, maln character, the 1983 editlon nas(

& only two Native Canadian maln characters.

~"~As for Canadlan content, Whille 40% of the. stories In
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both editions mentfon * Canadian place names, the 1983

editign has a lower ratlo of Canadlan to ron-Canadian

place names. Iler percentage of storles In the 1983
\

edition reflecy the selected Canadlan zemos. The

smaller percentpge of stories with Canadlan Xhemes in the

1983 edltlon appears to be due to three factors: first,

an Inclusion of: more contemporary fantasy. storles ang

fewer Native Canadian and Ipult legends ‘than Is the case:
- # :

In the 1875 editlon; secondly, an Increase In the number
of non-flction. storles without a corresponding: Increase
In non-flction storles which reflect Canadian themes;
fynally, a'decrease| In the percentage of fl:tlon storles

that reflect the theme of winter and/or open spaces.
\

However ,” desplte (the smalier bsrcentnae of stories with.

Canadian themes, the canadian mosalc Is more broadly

deflned In the 1983 editlon through stories which reflect

something ,of the cultural heritages of a wider range of

Cnnad’uns}.
Elderly characters account for similar percentages

of t‘(a total human characters and totul adult characters

In the two editiohs.. However, elderly main characters In

the, 1983 edlitlon account for 4.1% of human main ?hﬂl’—
acters as pared ‘with 8.@% In the 1976 edition.
Elderly malw

char; s ‘also account ~for a smaller
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percentage of ‘adult maln characters In the 1983 editlon,
" although they stlll account for- 17.6% of adult main
‘charuc'tars.' While the majority of g_lderly characters and

e_luarly'mnln cnarwters In the 19756 edlitlon _appear In

_flction storles, eldarly characters .and maln charadters. R

in the 1983 edfion appear equally In flctlen and - fantasy
selections. ‘Although'a smailer percentags of eiderly

chafacters are portrayed as grandparents In the 1983

edition, :few atorles In alther edition . Involve e\der.ly
chnractors who face hurt _problems and/or challenges.

both: ‘editlons, _storfes' In- which '_thp elderly

stefeotyp s‘, are soclally. active or huvé a re atlonsnlp‘
with ‘an u&'alatad person are even less common.
wm\ respect to the ranresentutlcn of handlcapplng
"condltlons. while the majority of Tdisabilities in both
editions are visually related, a somewnat smaller per-
‘centage of dlsnbllltles“ln the 1953 edition are visually
related. As for - hAndl(mpDﬂd chnrncters. tna Dercentage
of humans' who have a’ d‘lsablllty In 'the' 1983 editlon Is
three tlmss as hlgh “as iIn the Is75‘ed|t’lon. Twice as
many nandlcnpned churacters In the 1976 adltlon ‘appear In
fnntuy “selectyons u appear In n«:tlon selectlions, whlle
in the'|983 edltlcn, more cnnrnc:era wlth disabllLitles

ppear . In flction storles thnn" appear,ln fantasy
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storles. Whereas MUY{ account for 84.6% of Zu/o hand -
capped characters In)the 1976 edition, 64.3% of the
characters wlith disablliities In the 1983 edition are

children. Although the percentage of handicapped main

characters kn the 1983 edlitlion Is twice that In the 19756

‘edition, the.disabllitles of the malority of handlcapped .
maln characters In both editlons are slight. Furtherd
more, fa‘u? of the flve.lr{aln characters with a significant
handicap In thg_"lss:l_ edltion are r‘ull‘y the same.charac-
ter. While the leestedltlon as a greater percefitage of -
hand!capped charagters .and handlcapped main characters,
handicapping condlitions are only central.to thiee storles
In the edition. ' In the one story In the 1876 edition and
In two of the three storles In the 1983 ‘edItIQ‘n In ‘which

disabjlities are central to the story, Integration

between "handicapped ‘and non-handlcapped charscters¥gocurs
with Iittle or no difficulty. '

A lharglnnlly hlgher' percentage of, gharacters In the
-IQBI!. e_::lg;lon .rea‘d thnr’r’!s the case 'In the 1976 editlon.
‘However, . 28% of the characters who 'read In the 1983
edition are non-humans. Whlle boys read the most in the
1976 edlition, ;lris read the most In the 1933 editlon.
Dnly one woman .reads 'f‘ the _1976 edition and no women
read’ In the 1883 edlition. In both édltlons, rauding
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Incidents take place In the home more frequently than In
other locatlons, while miscellaneous reading materlals
such as ‘advertlsements and notes are read the most.

There Is only one selection In each edition-in which a

story book |s read. The 1saax,§n,lmcu, however, does' have .

one story n which reading Is.déntral to thelpiot.

N Y
Conclusions -

Scott (1981) anajiyzed two .elementary basal serles

released after the formation of nu.lFellneg for s_ex-fall"
mater fals. developed by the respective publlshers and
.found ’t,hat the basals ‘contained many more non-flction
stories than had previously been thé case. Scott hypo-
thesized that while non-fiction content In-the basals may
have been lncreaséd to strengthen content area learning,
It might also have been Increased to nvélo’ the question

of producing sex-falr materials. As the proportion of

non-flction content In the 1983 ‘editlon of the Nelson

Language Developmental Reading program Is ‘considerably
hlghel: t.han in» the 19756 editlon, a dcm:vlvusloh;‘slmliar to
scott's ‘mlght‘_ col:\cal?/ab'ly be made. However, as B9% Of
:the‘ stories In the 1983 edition are stlll elther fantasy
or fiction selections, It would be har’d to defend such ;
cia'im. In all iikelihood; the increase In non-f1ction
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selections In the V|SB:| edition as compared with the 1975
edition reflects a greater emphasis on reading In the
contens‘arens. X .

In contrast to the 1975 edition, an equallity extists
between boy and girl characters In. the 1983 edition In
terms of all the categorles examined by the Iv\vestlgntqr,
with the exception of physlical uﬂect'lon“nnﬂ cryling. 'It
would appear, therefore, that’ the authors and publishers
of the 1983 edition of the 'lv.unigu:lgs Develogmanthl Reading

proq;‘nm have heeded much of the criticism pertaining to

“the portrayal of ‘lrls in bus‘ul“r_/ﬁders. Perhaps the

only negatlive conclusion that can be made regarding the
deplction af boys and giris In the 1983 edition, Is that

while giris are shown as being at least as adventurous

.Qu courageous as boys, boys are not portrayed as beling .

abie to’ express emotions to the same extent as giris.
Although there are some Improvements In the .dglc;
tion of women In the 1983 edltlob women are stiil, under-
represented |A comparison to men. While women comp;—llu
60.8% of the population of Cll’,llﬂl over v’the age of 416
u;:cordlr;g to the 1981 - Cenlus of .c'nnlda (statistlics
Canada, 1982), they m_nke up only 36.3% oé ton! adult

characters and 28.7% of adult main characters in the

basals of the 1983 edition. . According to Lorimer and
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Long- (1979-80), dne of the consequences of numy)lcany
underrepresentIng women' In busnlK readers can be thu’t the
overall: portFayal of women becomes restricted. Juclg.lnn
from thel smaller range and number of personallty traits
displayed by women as compared to men, this seems to be
the case In the 1983 cdlition: The lack of eduality In
the pertrayn|;‘éf'mnn'nnd women In the 1983 edition Is
surpr.ising, for; as Is Implled by ‘Rupley, Garcia and
Longhlon  (1981), authors of basal = reading serles
publ'ished frfom the :[a'te -1970s - onwards should have had
udequntqvt\lms to respond to the ‘demands made In the early
1970s for equal representation of the sexes, Th;_
Inequal ity between adult male and female characters Is
eve‘n more perplexing ‘as the bnlnncé that exists between
boy . and- girl éhnractprg"auuggsta that the authors and
publishers of the 1983 ediltloh certainly have had time to
develop sex“falr basals. :

As .In the 1976 editlion, t'havpo'rtrayalfof women' In
the. 1883 editlon Is rw‘f,i‘ﬁ-:r' restricted by the under—
representation of ;w:’wnan In the basal .work force.

Agcording to the 1981 Census of Canada (Statistics

Canada, 1983), 40.6% .of canadlans participating In the
w2 ¢
work force are women. In the Rasals of the. 1983 editlion,

however, women account for onjy 27.2% of the workers
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™ whose sex can be Identlfled. While the 1983 editlon
represents a small Improvement over the 1975 edition in

.terms" of featuring women In a greater varlety of career
roles, women stlll occupy cedsiderably fewer dlfferent
career roles than men. it seems logical to assume that
the fact that women occupy fewer dl‘ff‘erent career roles
. than do men Is a consequence of being’numerically under-
) represented In the basal work force. * ’ N
Not only has the de‘plc‘tlon of working women rgnajnad
e Iimited In the 1983 edition, but so has tre depiction of
working men In terms of belng shown In ﬁon-traaltlonnl
career I'Ole.s. While the 1983 edlitlion shows women ‘in a
number of traditional male occupations, only one man Is
shown In a' traditional female positlon de”splte the fact
that, In reallty, men are employed In such careers’as
nursing, dancing and Sicrefarisl work, Atter cons lder Ing
. the portrayals of working men and women In the . 1983
Tl editlon, It ‘s difflcult to hypothesize what Is meant by #
the statement Included In all the teachers' resource
books. that the selectlions present, "reallstic ... occupa~
tlonal content® (p.14). Perhaps ‘}/’!i signiflicant that,
the “statement makes no refsr‘ence to ;ex. Since the

findings ‘of Barclay (1974), Johns\(1981), @reen, ‘sulllvan " W

and Beyard-Tyler (1982), and Scott (1988) Indicate that

) : B T
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_children’'s perceptions of sex ‘bprobrlute roles can be

altered or relnforced by the materials that they read,
the portrayals of men and women In the basal readers of
the 1983 edition need careful oonidaration.

In'addition to'reallstic occupational content, It Is
stated ‘In ‘al)l the teachers' .resource books of the 1983
edition that the basal selections present "realis:lc
muiticultural ... content® (p:14). With respect to the
ethnic ‘orliglins- of main characters It would appear that

the 1983 edition does present more realistic multi-

‘cultural content ‘than Is the case In the 1976 editlon.

White the percentage of Native Canadlan, Japanese and
Chinese maln characters reflect the percentages of tr;e
Pobulation of Canada that these groups répresent,
according to -the 1981 Census—of—Ceanada (statistics
C‘unadq. 1984), Inults and Black/Aslans are actually over-
represented In terms of main cnuructe’rs. The only -group
who, are underrepresented are Caucaslians, for: wﬂl|e

Caucaslians comprise 85.3% of the population of Canada,

they .accounit for 77.7% of maln charactérs whose ethnic
origins can, be ldenttfled. An Improvement [n multl-

'culturnl content In l:cmpnrlson to the . 1976 edition Is

also reflected 'by a conslderable Incl;ease In the number
of storles which. feature :nnracters from more thn{\ one
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“ethnic background. . It might be argued that the multi-
ethnic stories In the 1983 edition are more reallstic In
that Black/Aslans and Caucasians, the groups shown most

frequently together, are more Integrated In Canada than

-are Natlve Chnadlans and Caucaslans who are featured

together In more than nalf‘.of the muitlethnic :torlas In

the 1876 editlon. ~ .° - "

It would appear, h:;wever. that ‘the Improvements In
the multiethnic content .of the 1983 edition as compared
to thé 1975 editlon. are more ‘quantifative than quall-
tatlve. The fact that 66.6% of multlethnic :tor-leszéna)

more than 50% of mindrity group maln characters ar{

so

- .defined by |llustrations only, suggests t.t-un: ethniclty is
1 s on the whole Inclidental -to the ;torles of .the 1983
o % editlon. McCutcneon.lele .and skovira (19749) have argued

that when Minority groups are repFesented superficlally

In‘v basal rea’ders by;merely giving " characters ethnic

(, * names, chlldren may be led to assums that everycne Is.
’ cultura?lly the same. Surely when ethniclty ls depicted

by Illustrations only as Is the case In many mult|ethnic

storles In the 1983 editior, a similar message of

~
% conoenlal Integratlon may be convayad to children. But
does a plcture ‘of racial harmony and cultural lntearntlon

truly reflect cur\udlu\n plurullsm and race relntlunﬂ Do
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Canadlians of dlfferent ethnic. backgrounds always get
along and do they always surrender everything of thelr

E:ulturnl her |tages? The answers remain to be formulated.

‘Barrlers are shown to exIst between people of”

different raclal and cultural backgrounds -In three

stofles In the 1883 edltlan. (I. . The Christmas ster
Egg - Ripple Effects,’ E!ocd Slstsrs - Star Flights, A

Parcel for Joanna - Sky Striders) In which ethnic origins

are Indicated In the text.: Unfortunately, all three of
li‘hese storles are set In the past. simiiafly, the 1983
. edltion does have a numner of storles In which something
‘of the diverse culturul herl:ages of 'both Caucaslian and
mlnorlty group Canadians are reflected In.the text. Most
of _tn:se‘ storles, no;ﬂever, with the .sxcebtlron of those
featurfng Inult characters, aiso take place In the past.
_Taking the multicultural conte}:t.of the 1983 edition as.a
whole, the masanqs that appears to he‘:onveyed Is ‘that

while early canadlsns of dlfferent ethnic buckgrounds hnd

d|st|nct cultures and sometlmas dld‘not aat along, modern

Canadlans Ilve In raclal. harmony and are, on the whole,

‘culturally Integrated. .
The depiction of Native Canadians In - 'the 1983

edltlon'.callq for \specln'l; concern. ~ . While all other

ethnic groups, lncly’dlng Inuits, are -shown In Integrated
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settings, only one Natlve Canadian, fn old Metis in a
ploneer story, Is shown Interacting with (Peonle of

dlifferent ethnic origlins. Apart' from the old Metls,

Native Canadlans appear In lIsolation In two legends and

three nan-fiction selections.  Natlve Canadian children
appear In only one of these flve selections. It Is
possible that the depliction of 'Native Canadlans In the
1983 editlion Is the result of a desire @n the part Of. the
authors to avold seme of the Native Canadian stereotypes
that appear In 'the 1975 edition. However, the portrayal

of. Natlve Canadians as a people who are separate from

" other Canadians and who are, only of anthropologlcal

“import is hardly a satlsfactory alternative.

In summary, ‘the multiethnic .content of . the 1983
edition Is reafistic In that minority groups are well
repregented numervlcnll)‘/. ‘The WuiEiethnle convent Ls Kids)
historically accurate’and does reflect race refatlons In
present day Canada up to a polnt. However, the rel.lance
on Illustrations to define ethnici® and the avoldance of
any difficult Issues relating to race In stories witn
present’ day settings have resultsd In a multlethalc

contént ‘that: Is, In the final analysls, more Ideallstic

In the teachers’ resource books, the
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content of the |<953 edition Is predominantly Canadlan.
Canadian content, In terms of place namés and themes, . _
exists throughout the basal readers, although not to the Pl
same extent as In the 1975 editlon. _The decline appears
to be due to two factors. The first factor seems to be a
shift In emphasis In fantasy selectlions from Natlve
Canadlan and Inult legends to modern fantasy and sclence-
flction storles. The second facter seems to ‘be that
fewer 'flction storles I the 1983 editlof hgve rural and
winter settings while mbre fiction stories have urban and
summer settings. whut.»seems to be a reductlon -In
-Canadlan content, therefore, may simply be the result of
an attempt to Include more storles that are relevant to
drbari children. In some respects,\while the. qlantity of
Canadian content In the' 1983 edition 15 not as great as
-ln the 1 E__BGIII‘JOT\. the quallity Is bette‘rr For gxnrpple,
* the ‘Canadian mosaic Is' more broadly defined througr'\'
storles which reflect he cultural herlifages of a wider
rang? of ‘Canadlans. - Whether Intentloral or not, the-
“Canam‘n content of the 1983 .edltion eschews the stereo—

type of Canada as a vast, wintery,( wildlife reserve’

.

X a
thinly pobulated by .Indlans and_hardy ploneer types,

stereotype that the 1975 editlon . appears. to|perpetuate.

»

Although“Canadlan place names were not |recorded on

2 . " . T
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N
provincial basls, the Investigator did notice, that’ New-
foundland Is not represented to the same extent In the
‘1983 editlon as In the 1975 editlon. Whereas there are
six storles with Newfoundland settings dlstributed
amongst five of the elght basal readers of the 1976
edition, there are only three stories with Newfoundland
settings In two of the six basal readers gof the 1983
editlion., However, wlt:;ut further Investigation It Is

Impossible to state whetfler Newfoundiand Is better repre-

sented In cbmparls’en to other provinces In the 1976

editlon or tha\IQSB‘EGItIDn. No cl‘a”\lc made In the

'
teachers’ resource books of the 1983 editloN with regards

to provinclal content, although It Is stated that

Canadian reglonal content Is presented throughout -the

basals. .

The nunerlcal. representation.of the elderly does not
seém’ to have been considered. In the 1983 edition as the
elderly account fgr a similar percentage. of - total
characters and a .smaller percentage of maln characters

than In the 1975 editliont |In terms sf-

j he 1981 census of
cinada (Statistics Canadg, 1982), the eiderly are under-
represented In.the 1983 edltion, for while the siderly
nco‘mprl‘ae 9.7% of the  total popu'l‘atc/an of ‘Cabads, lthay
account fof 4.8% of basal humans. ' ‘Even as a -percentage
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f adult human ‘characters ' the elderly are under-

" " represented, for whepeas the elderly represent 12.5% of

the adult population of Canada, they account for 8.4% of =~

adult basal characters. The glder ly -are also under-
represented . In terms, of maln characters, accounting for
4.1% of human maln characters. In terms of adult main
characters, however, the elderly are somewhat overrepre-

-
sented, accoulting for 17.6% of adult main characters.,

PQI‘.\&-DS the mos serlous underrepresentation of the
elderly In the 1983 pdlition occurs in the two fieth grade
basals, as nelther4f these basal.readers have an elder iy
maln characters . Elderly women are particuliarly poorly
epresented .In both the 1976 and the 1983 edlitions.
While elideriy women fomprise 67.2% of all Canadians, over

the age of -85 actording to-the 1981 Census of Canada

(Statistics Canada, 1982), they make .up only 36.4% of the
total elderly characters and only 16.7% of the elderly
main characters In the 1983 edition.. :

) As for the portrayal of the elderly, few storles in
olther the'1976 or the 1983 edition deplct ‘the elderly
offectively. In'the 1983 edition, only three storles,
two of which ‘Scour In the''same basal r ader, show ‘the

elderly facing challenges or problems In a way that is

‘central. to the story.’ These same storles Inciude ‘three -

o
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of the four Instances in the 1983 edition, In which the

elderly break sex and/or old age stereotypes, and one of

the two. Instances In which an elderly character has a“

relationship with an unrelated person. Conslidering that
‘In one of the three storles that prominently feature the
elderly,  the efforts of the elderly main “character are
belittied, only two storles In the 1983 editlon effect-
>lvely portray elderly cnnrafters. The depiction of
elderly women, |s partiéularly poor; the only elderly

female maln charadter |Is shown-in Illustrations as the

stereotyplc, angry, umbrella waving,

‘Ifttle old lady with

"granny glasses".

According to Ribovich and Deay (1979) no ore can say .

with certalnty what the Ideal frequency of elderly
chafacters In'basal readers shoyld be, nor should there,
they add, be too much attentionh given to a concerh for
Ideal filgures. Ribovich and Deay’'s argument deserves
cohslderation as, understandably, chlldren iust account
for. a ‘disproportionate number of characters In basal
‘stortes. . Within the context of total abiult characters,
however, the elderly do appear to be somewhat :.lnder"rapra-
sented. Eiderly women seem especially underrepresented
in comparison .g; elderly- men both ‘ln_ terms ‘of total

characters and maln characters.. The fact that only twg
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storTes In the 1983 editlon can be described as success-
fully depicting elderly characters deserves much atten-
tion, particularly as nelther of the fifth grade basals
tias a story with an elderly maln character. The lack of
change Fn the representation of the elderly In the 1983

}\sr haps not

surprising: Judging, from the |lterature, concern' for the

edition as compared to the 1975 edition

‘portrayal of the siderly In basal readers-did not. begin
. : «

to occur ‘untll the late 18708 and therefore may have been

too late to have had any effect on n"\Ksal r/aadlng serles -

punllsﬁea In the early 1980s.

As the 1983 edition has slgnlflcanlly nlgr}er‘per—-
cqntng;s of ‘total human characters and maln _d:u[racta_rs
who. have disabllities than does the 1975 'editlon, - It
might be assumed ‘that attention has been ‘Given to the
numetical rgﬁre‘aant&tion of. the hahdicapped In the more
recent edition. Despite the Improvements, the percentage’
of total adult characters (l.e., 3.1%) and the percentage
of adult maln characters (l.e., 5.9%) who have disabli-

Itles do not. reflect the finding of the Canadian Health

and  Disability Survey 1983-1984 .(Statistics Canada,

_Health Division; 1985),  that "12.8% of adult  Canadlans

have a dlsability. In contrast, the pergentage of total:

.chlld characters (l.e., 7.6%) and the percenfage of chlid
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,

main characters (l.e., B.8%) who have disabllitles exceed
the percentage of Canadian children under the age of
fifteen (i.e., 5.7%) reported to have a disabiiity In the
- A~(Canadlan Heaith and Didabiiity Survey 1983-1984 (stat-
Istics Canada, Health Division, 1986). However, the fact

that boys account for only 27.8% of total chlld charac-

ters who. have disabllitlies and 10% of child malpn char-

acters who have disabllitles does not reflect the |f Inding
: / :

(Statistics Canada, Health Division, 1986) that
Canadian children who have a disability are boys. ;
Alt-h'ough It might appear that t.hE handicapped are
ot ‘seversly underrepresented, the percentages of - total.
characters apd maln, characters who have disabllities do
not truly reflect the represéntation of the handlcapped
In the 1983 editlon. - As clted .by Statistics Canada,
“Healtn Division (i988), Thée, World Healtn Organization
deWhhes disabliity as "any restriction or lack (resulting ~
from an Impaltment) of abllity to perform an.activity In
the mannér of within the Trange’ copsidered normal fof a
human being® (p.6). Glven - the .World Health OFganiza-_

tion’

“definition of disability, only 1.3% of total adult
. .

- charactens ‘and 0.0% of adult maln characters.in the 1983

edition have a-.\dlsnbllltyv. ‘Consldering that 12.8% of
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adult Canadlans have alszhllltles which.prevent them from

activities considered normal
for a - human beling, handicapped adults are seriously
underrepresented In the basals of the 198:‘! edition.
Discdunting child characters in the 1983 edition whose
disabllitlies do not appear to be severe enough to be
covered by the World Health ‘Orannlzatlon"s definition,
4.2% of total chlld characters and ;.4“‘07 chiid mailn
cn’arucfgrs have hnr;alcabs. As'6.7% of cnnaé‘l'an chlldren
have disabliities, the percentages of total chlln char-
acters and chlld main characters vllth dlsabllltles n the
1983 edition do not represent serious underrepresenta-
tion: I! should be noted, however, thlt 6 of _the 10
chlld characters nnﬂ 4 of the' 5 child maln characters, Ko
r.mve a serious disablilty are really the same charactar
Who appears In a serlallzed story. s .

Ap“art from the Inclusion of audltory»hand‘lcan;, the
Pnnoa and distribution of dlsabllng.co‘ndltlons deplcted
In the 1983 editlon does not suggest any real Improvement

over the’ 1976 edition. As Is the case In ‘the 1975

editlion, visual  handlcaps account = for a' considerably

disproportionate percentage of the ‘total disabllities
deplcted In the 1983 adltlovj.‘ While 7.7% of the Ident-

Ifled disabilities of aduit Canadians and 7.6% of the
@ . P
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identifled disabliities of Canadlan chlldren sro‘ vision
related according to the Canadian Health and Digabillty
Survey 19831984 (statistics énnndu, Heal!n‘ Divislion,
1986), all of the disablilities of adult characters and
44.4% of the disabllities of chlld characters In the 1983
editlon are vision I‘Blatud Whitle audltory hnndlcnpa
account for 33 3% of the disabl lltles of chlld churacter:
1A the 1983 editlon, they account for 40.9% of the HV

abllltlss of Cdnadian ch!ldran uccordlng to the Canad

Health- and Dlsablllty( Survey ‘983 1984 (Statistlcs

Canada, Hea!th Divislon, "1986)., Althougn auditory hand|-

caps are overrepresented within the context of the total
S i

handicaps of basal chNidren, no'adult chardcter has a
A ;

hearing I?lty. Despite the fact that 66% of adult
disabl 1| are related to nfoblllty according to the ~
Canadian/Hea |l th and Disablllty Survey 1983-1984 (Statis-

t.lcs. Canada, Helléh Divislon, 1986), no ldeIt characters
in the* 1983 édltlon have a mobl Ity disablllty. Although
four child characters have.mobliity, disabiiifies, three
of these four chi ld\ren ;appenr In one‘_atory. The fact
that .no basal characters have mental hanulcaps. speech
Impediments or multiple handicaps In the 1983 edltion,

merely serves to underlline the poor representation of the
-~

ranga' of handlcapping condltions of Canadian adults and

'
'
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chlldren.

*The tﬂr‘fe storles In the 1983 edlition In which the
-ntr)l {é the

plot are’commandable. Still5 one wor&er tLf such a small

disabling conamons of chuycters

—-number of storles Is sufflclant ‘to explo!t the potentlal
of readlnﬂ to change uttltudes toward the handicapped, as
demonstrated by the study Of Bauer, Campbel | und Troxe|
(1986) . The‘ fact that Integration between handicapped
and non-hand I capped characters occl.;rs In only two storles'
also deserves attentlon, as'psclu;ly as th‘e Integration In
‘both storlea happens In rather an Ideullstlc fashion. .

There.I's no evidence to sugqest thnt more attentlon

has been given to the depiction of. reading In t‘he 1983

L . .
edltion. A marginally higher ne’rcent:ue of characters
read . and- there Is one more Incident which .Involves

reading than s the case In the 1975 edltlion. In one

respect, the portrayal of reading in the 1983 edlitlon Is

'Iafsﬂor to the portrayal In the 1975 editlon as 28% of

the characters Wwho read In-the more .recent editlon are

non-humans. It would appear that one of _the. messages

conv.;yeﬁ by :'kh_e basals - of the 1983 edltlen Is that:
Feading Is more useful to non-humns Hah AR, T
: "While.14.6% of all non-human characters read, only -3.2%
of human Eharacters read. :

P =




. . 2
\ : Content Analysis

389

Although there are Incidents In the basals of the
1983 e:ltlan which demonstrate some of the functional
purposes of reading, Incldents which show that reading
can be a'pleasurable . activity ¥re practically ron-
: exlstent. Furthermore, there Is nothing In the basals to
.suggest that reading Is an actlvity that men engage In
outside of‘ ‘wor’k, and nothing to suggest that women read
at all. The' lack - of r;ad\nn incidents showing men, 5
women, boys and girls all reading a varlety of materials
_Is surprising glven that knowledge gff the purposes of ~ §

» .
reading provides motivation for learning to read (Busch,
y

|s7z;: Durkin, 1980; Smith, 1982). As no human characters
In the 1983 edlitlon read In a library, H‘.‘ would appear
than an opportunity has been lost to show chllidren, In
o 7 particular those who do not have agcess to a Ilbrary, ,.
RN thaé llbraries are useful places for l‘aorrowlnq bboKs and
flnding out Information. [y ¥ ?
As with céncerns.abnut the portrayal of the elderly
< and the handicapped In basal Peaders, concerns-about ‘the -y

depiction of reading (Snyder, 1979; ‘Hall, 1983) may

have been 'volced too late to have had any effect on'a
basal reading serles published in 1983. However, glven : B

: ., that basal reading serles are designed as tools for

teaching readlﬁg, 4t Is perplexing thag the act of
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reading should be poorly represented within the covers of
any basal reader . >
™~

As basal reading serles are often selacted_’and ;ur:
chassd by provincial departments of education, It would
be nalve to suggest that teachers discontinue using the
1883 editlon on account of the poor deplctlons of wcm/én,
var fous ethnic grolps, the elderly, the handlcapped /and
reading. Th; onus- would, therefore, BDDGHF‘ to be‘ on

teachers to counteract the defliclencles, of the 1983

edition: Such a position of tontmer responsibliity, at

least as far as sex-blas In reading materials |Is
concerned, Is held by Brltton (1873), Oliver (1974),

Rupley, Garcla and Longnion (1981) and Shapliro, Kramer

" and Hunerberg (1981). NAVe—'Hertl (1982) belleves that as

sodmich depends on the way In which teachers handle
sex-blased .mater lals, conslderation should be glven to
the training and contlnuing education of teachers with
raggrdu to coplng wlith sex-bla‘sad tektbooks In the
classroom. Kazemek® (1886) mentlions, the Importance of -

teacher triining In pteparing teachers :to - cope with
. v Y

_raclally blased reading materlals In the classroom.

Of the strategles suggested for combating Lnadequate
" _ '
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portrayils of women and minor ity groups In’ basal readers,
the most frequently clted appears to ‘be the use of
appropriate children's |ltérature. Rupley et al. (1981)
and Stefflre (1969) recommend that teachers complle
bibl lographies of non-sexist books which can be used to
supp lement sex-blased basal readers. Shapliro et al.
(1981) suggest that school ﬁb;arlads hold book fairs .and
have Ilbrary :ﬂlsplays focusing on toplos that concarn
women . sarvra and Lamb (1984) propose'that teachers use
qual Ity chlldren’s books to Supnlgment basils in whl:h‘
the elu;rlir are poorly represented, while Hopkins (1982)
makes a simllar recommendation to teachers faced with
using basals which fall to adequately portray the handi-
capped. Kazemek (1986) bellgves that one way to counter-
act basals that show people to be |ingulstically the same
Is for teachers fo develop unlts around chlldren’s books
authored by and about mlnorlty nroup members.

As an alternatlve to using non—-sexlst _ch}lldren’s'
books to combat sex-blased basal readers, Shaplro et al.
(1981) sugg®st that teachers ueva’l‘}n units of study on
stereotyping. They polnt out that such units could be
expanded to 'nclude other groups of people nffecta% by
sisreciibing bes | des yvomen,. shapiro et al. (19B1)
ment lon @.hlt' ct‘nld_rsn might explore thelr te)’gtbooku and
Qs 8 ! o &
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+ reco;d thelr findings using a rating scale as part of a

unit on a{‘er‘satypes. Such a technlque could be employed

with chllidren using the 1983 editlon, not only to alert
them to the blases In thelr basu| readers but u‘lso to
. nlart therqjto the fuct thnt blases exist In'many reading -

materials. . ) i

. Shapiro et al. (1981)" propose that teachers who use

basals with a restricted portrayal of working women

-

_should have collect ne articles about
: women In no.r\-ér!:léltlorini pccupnt’l"onm .As only one man In
‘' the 1883 adltlon Is shown In a non-tradltlonal posltlun.
- .1t would seem pertlnent to sugasst that teachers using
. the 19883 ‘edition also huve stydants collect newspaper

articles about men In . non-traditional .careers.

Obviously, collections’ 6f newspaper urticles about -

“elderly- or handlcappaﬂ Persons who face prob}lems or

- cha| lenges ,qcu_lﬁ also be used to coynteract the Jow

proflles of these groups In theMoa3 edition.
Cla?s discussion Is aisp rqcomm,epdad as .a strategy

to compensate for the poor deplctlions of certaln groups
L R P

.. In basal ‘readers. Serd and Lamb (1984) suggest that

teachers ' who' use bassl

Innduquataly rapresen’tcd anould take !Ime to discuss’ old

.age wlth thelr students. Women on ‘words and - Images

\ P & i

‘ ‘., a - g - &

s In whlch thu elderly . are .
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(1975) and Women for Non-SexlIst Education (1879) belleve
that discussion can be used to counteract misleading
o portrayals of wérklnq women, In basal read;rs”. . Both
groups recmiynend that vt‘euvc fers dlscurs‘s careers wlth t.hulr

-role soclal-""

students and assist them in Identifyling s
.. 1zat13n as the'basis of thelr, aspirations.
v % ‘C!nss trips and svpeclal =pen‘kers might also be used . oy
to glv‘e students more ll'eallvstlc'vlcws of the elderly, the
hand|cnb;ed and the world of work tr;un “those shown in the
1983 edltion. Stefflre (1969) suggests thnt_ teachers
'_arrange class trips so that chlidren ‘can see women at
. . ' work. Shapiro et a1, (1981) recommend that teachers ' . ¥
P 3 “" Invite men and wnmenLln nen-‘tr’a_dltlcnal Jobs to dlacuss
thelir occupations with students. in _o_\b r to enhance -
at stﬁ‘dents' undefstan;lng c_:f old age,.Serra and anb.(15‘84)
) > Propose that students visit old people‘and that teachers
Invite senlor'cl“uz‘en's: to address thelr classes.
»  As the 1983 edltion tends to portray characters of

varlous ethnlc backgrounds ‘as being fully Integrated,

teachers: should take- steps to help children understand

. that _};hl‘le canadlans of dlfferent ethnic bncvkgrounas
. Interact with each other, they.often maintalin something
- of the _cll[lt‘llra of tvhetr cour;t‘ry of origin. Tancher/ﬂ vu_t_h/r
' ‘.‘multl'ethnlc classes could easily demonstrate cultura . s
¥ o : $
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differences by having chlldren share customs pecullar to
"“thelr country of 6rluln. Teachers whose students have

the same ethnic background may have to develop units of

‘study to help thelr students Onderstand that- some

‘.Canadians have distinct cultures. .Kazemek (1986) ‘pro-
5 p

: pofe

children to the fact that peaple talk with different

that teachers use racor&s and tapes to -alert

dlalects. Obviously Kazemek's' sugdestion could be Incor-

* . porated Intd a unit of study 6n culture. Because of the

"' unsatisfactory portrayal of Native Canadians In the 1983

. ed].ilon. units of Stuay should also be aeve.mped t6 glve

™ children a r’eailatic Insight Into the Ilves and .exper-
-lence of Natlve Canadians. -

As the deplction of reading In the 1983 edlmn'ls

. Inadequate, teachers should take particular care to

ensure that tﬁey glve their students numerous dppor t-

unities to gain an understanding of the var gl purposes

and functions of print.

e Although teachers should be responsible for counter=

,acting Inadequate portrayals :uf various groups In basal
.

readers, It seems unreasonable, glven the ‘amount .of time

needed to analyze even a single basal, to expect teachers

to be ra;ponslblo for ‘analyzing 'ruudlna materlals.

Britton ‘and Lumpkin (1977b), Nave-Hertz (!oué) and

YIS
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Shapiro et al. (1981) all mention that "c;‘oqn;,-lttees which

‘evn|uute'und select materials to' be purchased. should
axemihe the content of ALl mutel VAIS; URSFEANSIESFELISH
for any-evidence of sex-blas. When, ‘they argus, sex-. =
/blaséd materials are chosen because of other merits, the -
committee should be ruspons[hle‘ for alerting teachers -to
the weaknesSes of the cnntqn{. 5 In additlon to _tl-\”e. por-

) trayal of women, selection commlittees should also
cons lder tpe depictions of other gfoups that have bug,
found to be poorly repfesented In basal. reading aboriéa:
As the 1983 edition Is already In use In Newfoundiand,

the .Investigator recommends that selection cohmlttees

glve more cdrefuL conslideration to the content of basal’ ~
% ; ; . -
readers In the future. In the Interim, It Is the opinion

“gf the Investigator that the Newfoundland Department of :

Edue‘atl‘on'should make teachers awarg of ‘the findings of
this study so that step‘a‘can e taken to com’pennt‘a for
the Inadequacies of the 1983 edltion.

While teachers” may be able to counteract - the Oy

.defldlencles of the 1983 edition to some extent, It muLt

be hoped that the authors and publishers of the Language
Developmental Reading progran take note of ‘the,findings

of this study and Improve the d‘e_plctlona' of women, ethnic

roups, the handlca_ppiu. tha'elderr_l and reading In
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. future editidns. That authors and publishers strive to
Jmurovs the content of basal ranﬂers Is asaontln‘l. for as
Nuva-Hartz (‘ssz) points out. the degree to which
sex-blas In Instructional materials Is coujteracted In
the classroom Is too dapend;eng on the -Interests and
attitudes of teachers. | Furthermore, Nave-Hertz aruuas
“tﬁnt‘ dlscussions about sex-roles In textbooks may be
|mno!slh|e‘ because of a lack of:- Instructlional’ tlme and ’
the primary ab]ectli@s 0; the matgrluis. . —I_l. as
Nave-Hertz belleves, teachers may have difficulties
finding time to counteract se‘.x-pln In textbooks, how can
thn;:hsrs be expected to cc;pe with &;oor depictions (;f the
elderly, ethnic groups, tha.hundlcabpad and reading as
well ‘without compromising the .orlqlnal purposes of -the
Instru:tlonal Mterlll!? i

s As women comprlso more than 50: of g:e adult popu-

Intlon of Cnnwa. they shuuld be portrayau as often as

. men-as maln And mlnor chnracters In any future’ edltlons

of the Nalson- Langudga stelomantnl Raudlng program.

" care sheuld also .be taken -to ensure that males and

!amnlas d‘splly slmllnr rnnnes of emotlnns- and: cnnracter

4 i .
tralts. Al ) % ; ; ~: ,
‘Sg:hnal | and Mweeney (1975) and Lobban (1975) argue

that VIOI;IGH should be shown as frequently as men 'In a
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varlety.of working roles Ln basal readers. Kyle (1878)
belleves that work roles for both sexes should reflect
u{h?t_ is as we\I‘l as what should be. At a very. minimum 1t
would appear Rat future editions of the Nelsén Lenguage
Dévaiogmental R‘eadln‘g program s‘hom-d /contnln reallstlc
nccupn‘tlonal _content. '\Bpth male and female characters.
should be. shown In a wide varlety of career roles
Including non-traditlonal occupations. )
While noting that children‘s preferences should play

a major role In content selection and that basals should

" hot become supplementary materlals for other subject

areas, Gnrcla and Florez-Tighe (1986) belleve that It Is
reasonable to. exnect that basals should feature accurate
and ldeallstic mult{lcultqral content. Gurcln and Floroz-
Tighe recommend t‘;mt when edlitorial teams al lcceﬁa
storles to Blnéks, they should Include selections whl‘ch

reflect the group's total experlence, Including confllicts

‘With Whites,  -Injustices a_nci disappointments as well as

Ilvlnn in harmony The utlllzation of Garcla and Florez-. .
‘rlgha*a highly structured approaqn to the seleotlon of
ethnic cantent mlgh\: well ensure that \!e ethnlc groun Is
portruyed in an unbn;unced way, as are the'! Native
Canadlans in’the: 1983 edition, Furthermore, by cardiu/ly

selectlny atc‘laa wnlch reflect: tha tctal kxperlah e of
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‘@ach ethnic gro_uﬁ to be ueplcte‘d. editorlial teams should

be ‘able to avold ethnlc“content that Is_ too dependent on
L b lllustrn!lon, as ls the case with \‘.he 1983 edltlan.

‘According to Ribovich and Deay (1979) no one ‘can say

with certainty what the ~Ideal frequency ,of elderly
characters In basal readers should be. Whlle this may be .

so, future edl/tlons of the Nelson Language Developmental
Readlng program should feature more -elderfy females as

. both main. and minor characters. . Furthermore, elderly
characters of both sexes should be represented In every %
buul‘ Future editions sheqld’ also contaln more; :torles

# In whlch male and femuls elderly characters face problam: !

and- chuller}c’es, break staruotypes, have Trelatlonships

with unrelated persons and are soclally active. \ ¥ &

' Therepresentation of. the handicapped should also bei

3 % - consldered in Any furth'r edltlons of “the Nelson Language

5 Da\lelomental Reldlng program. Hnndlcanpud adults who@
7 are :er‘loualy undsrrepressntad In. the 1983 edltlan,_-

-should be prominently fe«ured, and handlcapped bnys

. sHould.be shown as often as handlicapped giris.. Butter—

fleld, Demos,  Grant, Moy and .Perez (1978) belleve that

the percentage .of ' chlld . characters /wlti\ disabllitles
featured In.a reading serl‘es should réflect the percen‘-

age of . chlldran raported to 'have dlsnblllﬁes. Baskin
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(1881) clites the récommendatlnn of the Natlonal éan_tre_of
Educational Media and Materlals for 'the Handlcunped thut

10% of the content of |natructlonul materlnls should

_represent persons with exceptlonallths At the - very

least, therefore, It would .seem that the percentage of
characters with handlcaps In any subssquent editions of
the ‘Nelson Languagd Developmental feading program should
approximate the percentage of| uﬁult and child Canadlians

who. hhve h.andlcqps. In order to .fac|lltate maln-

"streamlng; future edltlons should f;ature more stories In

'
which disabled and non-disabhled characters lnteructmwlth

mutual beneflt. As the lntegratlon of hlﬂdlclpped and

.non-handlcapped persons, hcwcver, doas not always occur

as--easlly  In ranllty as’ In .the'::oriea of - the 19§3

edltlon perhaps storles In whigh Integration: occurs with
: i

greater difflculty should also be Included. = ¥

The .kinds ‘of dlsab!l!tlas portrny‘eu In any . subse-

S . ; . ;
quent ‘editlons of the Nelson Language 'Developmental.

Reading program should not be Iimited to vislon, hearing
» . !
and mobliity disablliities, as In - the 1883 edition.
: 3 L .
According to Baskin,(1981), .the. recommendations of the

Natlonal Centre on Educational.Medla and Materials state

'tnnt Instructlonal materiais' should not oniy deplict

persons Who 'are dunf, bllnd and phyalcully dlnablpd but
. 5

5w
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. should also show -behavioural *disorders, qlftZlnes.'

hearing  Impalrment, learning ‘disabllitles, mental

retardation, .speech disorders and .persons who have

muitiplé and severe disorders.. Not only should’'a greater
‘vnrlety of dls‘ar_)llltlss be portrayed In futuré:edltloi‘\,s.
- but care should be. taken:-to ensure that nd disabillty Is
overrepresented, as Is the case:with vision and heai"lng

v

handicaps -'In  the 1983 edlition. Flnally, most

disablllties should be mentioned In the text as opposed
to beéling deplcted In Illustrations only.

Accordl‘navﬁ Durkin (1980), Hall (1985) and Snyder

(1979) a V‘r‘lety of literacy acts must be shown In basal

readers.? The authors and publishers of further zsdlt‘l_ons v

N of the L .Developmental Reading program should
ensure In particular- that 'charactur,‘l/zra shown reading ° N
0 4 o

for ‘pleasure ‘as well as _for ' functlonal purposes.

= Furthermore, men, women, boys and .giris _;houid all be .
X shopn reading a wide range of materials In a va‘rlet"y of ‘ 2
settings. - 3 ’
_ \' -~ The fa& that it Is‘stuted Iin the teachers’' resource p

.
| books ©f the 1983 -editlon that the basal selectlons

present, reallstic multicultural and  occupatlonal

T dte (p.4). that should be made not ’
~7 ) : - .

only to. basal . readers but to ncc&npanylng'teucﬂa{s'
5 . - v

"
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‘resource books as well. Evidently, there Is a nesd fer‘
.'all broad statements made In teachers' resource Uocks of
future edltions. of the  Nelson Language’ Developmental -
Reading program regarding basal content to b‘e clearly
defined to avold any misconceptions. '
A‘Ithouqh women, ethnic groups, the elderly, the
hundlcapr‘:ed and reading continue to be poorly depicted
In the 1983 editlon, no generallzatlons can be made about -
t‘he content of other basal reading serles or the primary
grade basals publ‘lshed b;/ Nelson Cénada. The fact ‘.hl!
women are still Inadequately represented In the 1983
editlon, -desplte demands for sex-falr basals made In the
early 1970s, suggests that future edltiofs Of‘ the Nelscn‘
Language Developmental Raaﬁlng program should be evalu-
ated.to see |f further, recommendatlions for more equitable '

and reallstic basal content have been acted upon.

Summary of the Rece lons

13 éln;:e wame;a, career ’r"oles with regards to sex,
ethnic gropp‘:, the nnndl»c.npp"ed. thve elderly,: and readlng
are: poorly deplcted In ‘the 1953 edition of' the Neison
Language Da‘\ialogﬂsntul» Reading program, teachers should
take appropriate steps to‘caunterucvt _thas; nert’raynm 41;

the classroom.
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2. It.‘sh'o_uld be ,_the respons_lbl 1ty _of 4th"os.a groups
who selected the 1983 ediflon of the Nelson Language
Davalomntal‘ Reading program for classroom use to: -(a)

“alort teachers to, tht weaknesses In the’ basals, and (b)
provide In-ssrv‘lce as to how these weaknesses can be
DVBquﬂB. " . . . ik
. S. In future, greater. care shauld_ be taken by
selection committees to ensure that resding serles vihlch
adequately portray women, minor ity ‘groups and reading are
adopted.  Whenever a reading serles which.has a poor
depiction of women, minority. groups .and/or reading Is
'CHOSDH by a _aeleétlon committee because of other merlits,
the ‘selection committee should take the necessary steps
to counteract the weakness. =

4.  The authors and publishers of the Language
Developmental ‘Redding program should act upon the recom-
mendatiéns of this study and develop basal re'adsrs\'wrgﬂch
present chll;ran with a more realistic world view. =
: 6. Further “sditlons of the Language Developmental
Reading program should be evaluated: to see I_fl the types
of wai'knqa.gas mentioned In this study have been ull_ﬁ\-

Inated. !
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