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ABSTRACT ' < . -

L

, This thesis is divided into three distinct ggts-
: :

PART I. P ® i '

& - <

Phxsarum flavxcomum, Eolxceghalun\ and Badhanua utrlculan.s
has been' exammed, the 1ast only cursor:.ly..
oz % The. sterols of the f:.rst two crgamsms have been
separated by thin layet “and’ gas 11qu1d chromatography and have
been identified by their gas liquid chromatographu: retention
times, mass spectra, »meltlnq points and optical propertles. n

both ‘organisms the stex;ols‘ constztute d typical plant stezo]:

-mgxture ‘of the less common 2 e«alkylated eplmerlc type. -

N, R Though the trlterpenmds of P, flavicomum and P.

Eolxceghalum are ptesent in ouly small amounts, 1anoaterol
has been tentatl\)ely‘)identlfled in both spec;.es and 24- .
dihydrolanosterol :Ln P. flavicomum. . ¢

Prellmlnary experxments have been made to elucidate

the biosynthetlc mechanism “of Cc24 alkylation of ‘the sterols by '

xncorporatlnq (Me— H ] methionine into the dlat 'I‘he rdsults
are ‘complicated by a rather .low :mcorporatlon of tha label;,
resulting in a mugture Df la"belled and \Jnlabelled sterols,
hoygver a possible scheme for C24y alky,latxon and for the
biosynthesis of the ster;als fxo@ ianosterol_, based’”orlx thils and

pre ious work, is presented . . -

Using cultures of B Eolzceghalum with synchronously
divldlng nuclel, an. attempt has been made, using mass

_ The sterol and tl‘lterpenolﬂ content of the Myxomycetes
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: Myxomycete

spectrometry, 'to observe any‘ch‘ange in’ the* concenttation of

sterols or. other cel). components‘durlng the mitotic cycle:
Isame preliminary results are’'reporfed. 7 ol
PART II ], T

The propezties of one - b

he yellou pxgments from the
The electronic*

-

utr:x.cularis have been’ investiqated.

botuhydride of the pigment have be ccmpared with similaz

pzoper‘t.les of some rodel pol.yene Sc}uff bases. |
_As the pigment behaves quite diffe_r.antly. £rom the

model* ds, it is sugg . that ither ‘the pignent is
not a Schiff base or that” 1f 1; is.its behavi%ur is modified

by electron.u: or- stenc effects possibly related to those

-affecting the prope_rt;es of the visual pigment rhodopsln and

shown to be the cso carotenmd decaprenoxanthm.
f Two minor pigm nts have been lden:iﬂed as mono- and

d;esters of decaprenoxanthm and this ig appax‘ently the first
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e 2 -, > 'l'he. DNA_guanine -plus cytosine c_enteng of the
" " bacterium has been shoun to be 4ss in
3 § to. other bacterial of ¢50 ids where the

guanine plus cytosine content of the DNA is much higher..
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of - Myxomycete cultures and authenta.c samples‘of chenucal
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S INTRODUCTION = i -

General v L 5
" The name "slime mnulds" has Been applied to” the
unrelated Myxomycetés or" acellulaz‘ slime moulds, the
Acras;ales or cellular slime moulds, the Plasmodwphorales or
endoplasmic slime mcu].ds and the Labyr:.nthulales or net slm\e
moulds. The work reported in th1s theg).s is tuta].ly concerned.
 with the chemical and blochemlcal aspects of three species of .
My_xomycetas, Phxsarum Eolxceghanm. P flaviéomum ;nd ‘Badhamia
utricularis. The life cycle of the Myxomycetes can be divided
into two separate phases, the ‘vegetative and the propagative.
* The vegetative form is a free-living multinucleate, acellular,
mobxle mass of pretoplasm, the plasmodium, which ‘has 51:5/
appearance of a large multinucleate single-cell. In the?®
propagative phase; spores are formed in a membraneous, non-
cellularaespore csse within which there.is often a system of *
free or netted threads forming a €ap1111:mm

& Myxomycetes are wu‘lely distributed, ami can be fcund
almost anywhere\ where there is déad or decaymg vegetable
matter and are t_h!i\s patt’iéulaxly abundant in fng‘ested areas,

the coloured plasmodia of dhe order Physarales being commonly '

“found. . §
E The Myxomycetes cannot readily be classified as

,.plints‘ or-animals and though this name, first used by Link.in



| 1833, places emphasis on the fungal and _hence ‘plant-like = -
characteristics of ,the class; the alternative name of Mycetozoa
(fungous-animals) proposed by Anton de: Bary “in 1858 suggests a
closer relatmnshlp to’ the animal kxngdcm. Al;:hough both
‘names are still in usey Myxomycetes appeafs to be more generally
accepted but this is pcsslbly due to the fact that most of; the
work dcne on the urganlsms has been by mycologxsts rather than
to any established closer relatlcnshlp to the fungi than to

amoebmd-lxke animals.

A chemical taxonomic method is potential‘ly‘ of use in

defining this relationship more clbsel}}, but insufficient Work

" has been done on the chemical composition ‘of. these orga?}\sms to

utilise this rocedure: Korn et al. (1) have reported that the

unsaturated zetty acids of the Myxomycete PHysarum Eolxceghalum
follow the same pattern as those in the soiI amoeba

A

(Acanthamoeba sp~) .

4 ‘Untii‘ fairly recent\ly‘ it proved impossible to
cultivate species of the Myxomycetes in axenic culture, but
several specles (2,3) can now be kept 1ndef1nitely in pure “
culture on a deflned or partlally-deﬁned medium,

It has also heen ‘shown to be possible to 1nduce the
nuclex of the wholé plasmodium of P. pelycephalum to divide
synchronously (4).. The Myxomycetes thus prov;.de very ulseful
matgiial for the study of .impogtan‘t biological §ro¢esses such

‘as nuclear .division and. DNA synthesis, for'the chemical

.composition of the plasmodium at any point in the mitotic cycle. .

. % @ * i
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-can be examined. Potentially suc_ﬁ a’ system’ which can yield

detailed informatipn of changes during normal ‘processes of

growth and nuclear division can be invaluable in the study of

abnormal cell function as for instance in cancerous tissues. -

Sterols in the Myxomycetes
¢ L 15 1958 Emanuel (5) isolated what he believed to be

a'novel sterol from ths plasmodium’ of the Myxojycete PhySarun

Eolxceghalum. ‘I‘ﬁe analysis of the sterol, mp 137- 138°, closely

30%5273°
gave a rap1d reaction in the Liebermann-Burchard test (6) »

fm:eci the formula C, H.,0,. .The iterol formed a digitonide,

and decolourised a bromine solution. Emanuel faxled to ot

acetylate the sterol with acetic anhydride .and pyridine and

A z
. thus inferred that any hydroxyl groups present were at?

tertiary positions e " d - *

The formula would allow for five units of unsatura-

tion, four of these being accounted for by the ABCD rings, of -

‘the sterol nucleus and the other by a double bond as indicated

by the reaction with bro‘mihe. .
" 1n 1963 Brewer ™ 1501ated a sterol from the same

organism, which also reacted rapxdly in the Lxebe:mann—Burchard

fest .and had 4 melting point of 144.5-146.5°.  The mfza:_é‘a

spectrum was identical to that of cholesterol except for an
y .

-additional ab'sogption band at,935 cm . Brewer-‘ccnéluded that

this was not the same sterol as had been isoldted by Emanuel,

but 71:1 not attempt to iqentijy it further. ' _ o

i




While the vork reporited in this thesls wan i progress,
" Lenfant et ‘al. (8) reported thé isolation of a sterol component
"a}so from P. Eolxceghalum. Using {qas liguid chrcmatpqraphy

(glc) and mass spectrometry, it was shown that the stedol
comprlsgd of at least seven components, five with molecular
welghts of 400 <402, 412, 414, ‘416, and two which were detected

by glc, only. Together with thlS information and the glc )

re‘;e{mn times, it was claimed that in addition to very
small amounts of {:holg’sterol (ITa), and brassicasterol (IIIb),
theré was also present a mixture of five sterols characteristically -

‘found in higher plants and algae, a"'phytostergl' mixture. This

* mixture usually contains campestanol (Ib), campesterol (IIb),
suqmastanol (1a), stxgmasterol (IIIa),.and s-sltosterol (IIc),';
or else the‘C24 epimers of these compounds¥* . . .
o ;
To determine the stereochemistry at C24, Lenfant x k'
treated the sterol mixture-with ozone,jand worked up the
products oxidatively to isolate Z—eth)fl;B—methylbutanoic acid
generated from the side chain ©of ‘the diunsaturated sterol
(;tiqm;séerol or poriferasterol). ‘The citt‘:ular dichroism
curve of this optically active acid was compared with that of

a similar’product isolated from the ozonolysis of stigmasterol

and the two curvésiwere found to have a similar shape. Thus,

@ it
as the 'diunsaturated: sterol had the o-configuration at'C24, it

'Throuéhout this thesis the trivial names for the sterols will:

be used in accordance with the list qiven in Table 1.




' choléstan-38-ol

Table 1.

to in the text

Systematic name

Systematic* and trivial names of the sterols referred

Trivial name

cholésty5-én-38-ol -
24a-methyl-5a-cholestan-38-ol
24p-methyl-5a-cholestan-38-ol
24a-methylcholest-5-en-3g-ol ,
zde-methylcholest 5-en- 3p-ol
246 ethyl=5a—-cholestan-38-ol

. 24p-ethyliSg-cholestan-38-ol

24

~ethylcholest-5-en-38-ol
24g-ethylcholest-5-en-38-ol

24g-methylcholesta—-5,22-dien~
: 3g-01

w

24a-ethylcholesta-5;22-dien-
y 38-ol
24B-ethylcholesta-5, 22-dien-
3g-ol
ze\-methylcholesta~5 17,22,
trien-3g-ol

13
cholestanol (Ia)
cholesterol (IIa)
campestanol (Ib)
ergostanol - (1d)

campesterol (IIb)

. A5—erg"astenol (114)

stigmastanol’ (Ic)
poriferastanol “(Ie)
g-sitosterol (IIc).

22-dihydroporiferasterol (ITe) -

brassicasterol (IIIb)

stigmasterol (IIIa)
5
. I
poriferagterol (IIIc)”

ergosterpl '(IV)S
i :

*The configuration at C24 is stated as « or 8, as the.r;\oxje-

acceptable R and S ferminology tends to be somewhat confusing

in the description of the dtereochemistry of the phytosterols.

Thus, B-sitosterol- is'(24R) -24-ethylcholest-5-en-3g-ol and

_stiqmasterol because of the 1ntroductxon of a C22,23, double

bund, is (24s)-24- ethylcholest—S-en-3B -0l eve;f uho\lqh the 24-

ethyl group is sterically identical . (a) Ln the tv_:o compounds.




Ia Ri=H
'=H R=H cholestanol

R=CH3 .campestanol
=CHg stigmastanol
Rf=CH3 ezéostanol

R‘=C2H5 _poriierastanol

(

R=H cholesterol
R=GH3 campesterol
R=Q4H, T¥B-sitosterol
275 g .
R'=CHy & -ergostenol
R'=C,Hg 32-dihydroporifer
sterol

AN -

R=C,Hg stiqmuste:o;\
R'=CHj brassicasterol
R'=C 2“5 poriferasterol

£

R'=CH3 ergosterol




was assumed that:the other components of the phytcsterol
_mixture had the same’configuration.

L: g, It should. be noted, however, that brassxcasterol,
which was xdent1f}ed only by its glc retention time, has the:
opp.osite configuration at C24 to stigmasterol. Lenfa'nt dida

" not comment on this. ° " ‘ .

On the bas:.s of mass spectral and chromatographic
“aata LeStourgeon (9)- has suggested that the sterol component
 of P. flavicomm is a mixture of several closely related
sterols, the principle one, which constitutes 70+80% of, the
total be1ng stigmasterol. However, as there was no attempt
t:o isolate the 1nd1v1dua1 sterols-nor to determine the stereo-

chemistry at 024 in any other way, the “identification of

stigmasterol can only be. considéred to be tentative.

. . Lenfant et al.’ (8) -also isolated the tetracyclic

- trxterpenox(d alcohol fraction of P . polycephalum and, though
pxesent xn only small amounts, Lhe presence of twcz 4, 4‘
\.-\_h-* dlmethyl ld-methyl stercls, lanostezol (V) and. Z4-methylene-
’ .dlhydrolanosterol (V1), and one 4-methyl sterol, tentatively
1dent1f1ed as 4u—methy1-zd-ethylchclestenol (VII), was: i .

1ndlcated. Lenfant remarked on the unigueness of glndlng c24- -

ethyl sterols together with 1 ol and ed that this

‘
might be a characteristic of tyxomyoetes, serving to d].stinqulsh
_them, from other classes of organisms» h
The occurtence of plant sterols in the Myxomycetes is

ontaxnlng ‘chitin

¥ . not necessar;ly une)gecl:ed for, though fungi 5

e i

w






- Hermitrichia serpula (11) a more recent investigation by

has obtained electron mxcrographs of t‘he

‘of cholesterol in an:unals ‘is, in all cases .studiedr\ the

usually contain ergusterol and closely related: compounds, fungi

whic{x have cellulose walls, such as.species &f the

" Saprolégniales' and Leptomitales, contain sterols which are

comonly found in red or 'brown algae and in plant pollens (10).

(Although chitin has bBeen reported in the capillitium

of the Myiomycetes_'.stemonitis fusca (see 'Ref. %12) and

Goodwin '(12) revealed no chitin in any.of the species of the .
= ¥ i ) &
Comatrichia genus which. casts doubt on, the earlier findings. .

Goodwin did, however, 1dent1fy cellulose in the stalk,

and Schuster (13),

cap1111t1um and spore cases in Comatrichi

pore walls of Didymium
nigripes and has shown that the inner o, thevtwo 1ayérs gives
T

-
a cellulose reactjon.  Dresden also—reports that the

' Myxomycetes, during the restlng stage, appear to have cellulose -

walls whxch are- later ‘absorbed into the growing plasmcdlum (14) .

‘s

Biosynthesis of stérols: \ ‘bricf survey . -

xf The initial cyclxsatmn product of squalene, normally

the i iate 2,3-epoxy squalene, in the biosynthesis '

s . %
trlterpenom lanosterol (15 16,17) . Subsequent conversion of*
this compcund into chOlesterol involves reductmn at c24,

demethylation at c4 and €14 and 1somerlsat10n frou_i&oa a5

bond; the order in which these steps is carried outvhas pot

R }:een»éon_\pletely détermined for any one organism. ‘Recent

reviews by Goad (18) and Mulheirn and Ramm (19) have summarised

3



: current knowledge, and emphas;se that, though the reactxon
scheme is generally fairl: jmilar in diﬁferent organisms, °
there is a wide yeriety og\mdividual differences. - gne-

'poss:Lble Scheme. of reactlons w}uch uili'ses knowledge of the
structure of compounds 1dent1fled sxngfy, or Jn combz;natxon,

o . v

in dlfferent ofganxsms 1s shown 1n Fig. I,

It mlght be expected ‘fhat lanosterol .wou'ld occupy a

i >
sim:.la: posxtion in the biosxnthetlc route to other, sterols,

but, t appears that lanpstero). is pot nurmally/found in ‘either~
(‘J‘. or, higher plant tlssues, bemq replaced by che :Lsomenc

cycloartenol (9,~ 19—cyclo—99—lanostA24—en-as-ol) (VIII) as the_‘

phytosterol precursor *(20). Lanostefol has, ‘only been foﬁné in’

a few species of Euphcrbiaceae and then, except méwc cases,

cycloartenol was also de\:ec%ed (21 22) S
Initially it was thought that the first product of

flxsatlan in plants mlght be. lanosterol w1th‘ :ubsequem: »

cycligation. Investi’gatlons have dlso shown tha€’ Qcmar enol

(i) can be isolated frcm, and 1dent%ied in, manY plant e
tlssues, (ii) Ls labelled from acetate and- mevalonate, (iii)
is converted by plants. 1nto phytosterols, (1v) is converteﬂ

“into 24—methﬂenecycloar:anol (Ix), a compgund often found in

) ‘plant tissues together with cycleartenol, “and this presant’&

quu:e a large hody of evulence favourinq its role as an inter-

rediate. The order of the enzymic steps bétween cycloarteno’ll




and. the phytosterols hds Aot begn deternu.ned for any- ene

otganlsm, though the basi’b scheme appsars to be fairly generalr "

and 1nv01ves, in addltloﬁ .to the steps in the synthesls of o]

)

cholesterol, opem.nq of the 93, 19-cyclopropane ring,

5 alkylatlon at c24 and, in -some(cases, 1ntroductlon of a Az‘?
~ bond,. One poss1h1e reactmn scheme is given in Fig. 2.
Though cycloa\:tenol is the recognlsed precursar of
. Tyithe phyto\ﬁsls, it _has been.shown that added lanosterol' can
- be metabo d to -the same [;)V.;‘oducts. in Ochromonas malhamensis
(25) Nicotiana tabacum (267", -and Buphorbig peplus (27). This,
2 \: sult has been :mcfrprgted as showxng ,a Jlack of specificity .

° ‘ ‘of the C24 alkylat ng, and the c4 and C14 demethylase enzymes;

2 _’ possibly due, ﬁo‘the rémotgness of the site of £he enzyme
action from the site of d1ssxmllar1ty of the two cmqpounds I,

(lanosterol and cycloart:eno,l) R B 8 . -
The origin of lanostergl‘in some s[::ecies'o'f

-Euphor,biacaae and its role, -if any, is’not known. théinet

iy and Ounsscn (28) have shown that the latex of E. helloscog:.a

st wi;l tncorporate [1—c1§1 acutate; into both éycloartenol and . ' £

la,nosterol but it is not known whether the 1anosl:erol ist

e formed dlrectly or by opening -of the_ cyclopropane, ring of

cycloartenol. Certainly the’same authors have shown that E.
i N

o . lathyris can metabolise’ (25514

] ‘eyéloartenol into lanosterol;
_-thus indicating that in #his plant there is an enzyme capable -

"~ of apening the 98, 19—-cyclopropane ring (29)%

The relatwnshlp ‘of this enzyme to ther normal bio-

G ¥ synthesis of stercls is not-clear. It is possible that the 5
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enzyme .may he rather unspecific and may normally opérate at a
T 1ater stage as suqqested in Fiq. 2. In that scheme the

b / cyclopropane ring of cycloeucalenol (X) is opened to form e .

. obtusmfolml (XI) as the initial ring opened product.

In fungi it appears that the Gommonly found C24 .
methylated s:em’l ergosterol. (IV) is formed by way of a- .
lanostezol zntermedlate and not from cycloartenol ;rhus

i ‘lanosterol has been detected in several fungi, mcludmg yeast

(30), AsEergxllus fumigatus (31) -and Saccharomxces cerevis

gy (32) , where there was no’evidence of cycloartenol N =
g\ . It has ,-been guggested (18) that thé c24' alkylation
E of lanosterol is possibly the first step in ergosterol
LY " Lt
3 . sy is in'the Phycomy and the' Basidiomycetes, thgugh

in yeasts' alkylation appears to be limited to the later stéges
and thus, -as often seems to. be ‘the case, the same sterol 1%

synthes1sed hy scmewhat different routes in different orgaxusms.

Alkylation at C24 B

A prtzﬁlem encauntered in the biosynthesis of the .
- ¢ 'phytosr:erols and of ergosterol 1s the source of the additional 2
cark;on atoms at C24 and the mechanlsm hy “which this alkylation

is effected: in all.cases studied the donor of the addition.}; .
: S Ty Z

carbon atoms is methionine.

An insight intg the biosynthetic route ing in,

any particular species can be obtained if methionine, deuterium
4 .laballed at the ‘S-methyl group, can be, at‘least partially,

. substituted for unlabelled methionine in the diet. Thus the




24-methyl ‘group of A —erqostennl (I14) produced by Chlorella
ellipsoidea rtains thdbe deuterium atoms from the labelled .
methionine (33) whereas the 24—methy1 gtoup of ergosterol in
Neurospora crassa retains' only two (34). Poriferasterol i
syr:thesized by C. e1ligsoidea is lal?elled by five deuteriun;
'atoqf in the 24-ethyl group (33)‘ whereas the phytoflagellate
Ochromonas m’alha;l\.ensls incorporated only four “deuterium atoms
into po:iferastex:ol (35). 3 3 X
It had .been suggested (36) thnt the xntact methyl

group is transferred from methionine toa carbon at:om only when
an adjacent double bond is aqt\#ed oward electzovhxllc attack
for example in the formation of mycophenolic acul (xn) o In
‘cases when the carbon is not so _actxvated, such as in the
formation of the 24-|3ethy1 gro\’xp of ergosterol, it was suggested
that a different mechanis}nie‘sulted in the formation of a 24- ‘
methylene intermediate which was then teduced. It is now clear,
however, that in ce:taux orgam.sms an intact methyl group can

- be transferred to a non-activated double bond (with the

" retention of three deuterxm‘ll atoms from labelléd methiunine)

-and thus at ieast two' distinct enzyme systems afe available for

c24—methy1aemn. Reny B oy 5 L.
i The additional, msthylation step required to form the

24- athyl derivative also takes place by different mec)‘.anisms
“ang it has been auggested that the route is thtough an

athylidene intermediate when only .four deuterium atoms are

incorporated intor the 24-gthyl group (35) but that-an intact
’ - i \
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methyl group is transferred where five deute}imp atoms are
retaindd (33). ) o
= ’ A summary of the possible rnuf:els le;ding to the 24-
alkylated sterols has been given (37) ('f}g. 3). Using thds
grid’ the sterols mentioned above might be syntheSLSed through

the xo\ltes indicated in Table 2..

Table-2. Possible routes to sterols in different organisms .

- . based on the incorporation of deuterium from

(Me-2H,] methionine’ '

B kil
, Tig - * Possible
0 s - Sterol Number of D atoms. sequence
jOrganisn synthesised incorporated of reactions
N. crassa ergosterol 2 1,2,3a
. ellipsoidea | A°-ergosterol 3 1,22
0. malhamensis |-poriferasterol 4 1.2.3.‘.5
C. ellipsoidea | poriferasterol s 1,2,3,4a
5 From the rather limited data available there is’

clearly no.relationship between (a) the triterpenoid preciirsor’
(lanosterol.or cycloartenol) and the number of deuterium-‘“ atoms

‘ingorporated from [Me-’Hy] methionine, (b) the triterpefioid

: and the 1 istry at; c24 of the alkylated sf.erol
or (c) the number of deuterium atoms incozporated and the
'sterecchemstry. As this data can only be collected vfm"‘_ nther
random investigations ‘of a variety of organisms,‘ it is ﬁnsslbl’e(
that such regularities might be observed it closely relai?ed

,fa;uhes or genera are exanuned.
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Fig. 3. Possible routes for C24 dlkylation in fungal and
ey N plant sterols (37)
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The' Sterols of Physarum flavidomum

The “tocal _sterol fraction

Sow Column chromatography of the ether soluble campcment .

= of P..flavicomum gave a vhite crystalline stercl compcment &

whlch, in the Liebermann-Burchard' test (6), gave a green-blue °

colourEtinevelopxng to its maximum caloub intensity over a

5

pez#gd of 0.5 hour\(a\characteristic of A~ sterols).

! °'% The sterol decolourlsed\a bromine solution -in carbon

tetrac lon.de and the xnfra.red " spectkum showed bands at 1665,

Lo -1

1660 (c=¢), and 973 cm (Azz-crans substituted bond in sterol

-1

side chal.n) . as well as absorptlon at 3580 om "." There was no
7 . ultraviclet absorption in cyclohexane solution above_ zoo nm
o 1nd1cating the 1ack of con]uganon such as is seen in the common
fur‘xgal sterol, exjgosterol (IV). . ) ! ¥ g

»E‘lemental analysis of the sterol (Bernhatdt‘) gave

.C 83.66%, H 11.51%, O 4.77% (38) which d:.d not agree well with =~
s that expected for any. pure sterol, and.is far ‘lower in oxygen

content than the sterol isolated from P. ,Eolzceghalum by o

o Emanuel (5)# -
- ‘ Mass spectrometry of the sterol showed five molecular

ions at m/e 400, 402, 412, 414, and 416, whilst after catalytic -

*: hydxoqenation molecular ions wete observed only at m/e 402 and

_515 Following acetylatioéw;.th acetic anhydr:.de and pyrldlne,

molecular ions were only giverr at m/e 444 and- 458, however the




hs’tanol, or its a

94, and 396

strongest peaks in ‘the spectrum were ;t m/e 382,
corresponding to the loss of 60 mass units (acefic acid) from »
the expected mpleéular ions at m/e 442, 454, and 456. The lack 5
of a molecular ion has beg_n observed in the spectra of 38-

\ . 3
acetoxy-A"’-sterols and partially serves to differentiate them _

_from the corresponding 3\@-acetoxy-A7-stetols which give

. 7. . ) .
relatively strong' moleghlar ioms (39). Thé acetylated mixture
whs readily hydrogenated “to give‘a product showing molecular i g
ions at m/e 444 and 458 only. o
— i - LT
Gas~liquid chromatdgtaphy (glc) .on several columns (foug). '
showed the preBence of only three components in the mixture of
the sterols and also in the mixturé of ‘thei} acetates, whilst

only two compcnents,were' detected Tn the reduced sterol mixture

and in the reduced acjtate mixture. ' It is known, however, that

_ghe silicone stationary\ phases used will not effectively separa't-e

a 3B—A5 unsaturated sterol or its acetate from the corresponding

atg— (40) . .The evidence pre}sentedrsqu'és'ted N
that the mixture contained two saturated stanols (1 = 402 and 416), -
two monounsaturated sterols (M = 40Q and 414) and one di-
insatdfated derivative (M = 412) andl thus appéared to be of ‘the
'phytosterol’ type.and similar’to that isolated by,Lenfan}: £from
P, Eolxceghalum.‘ L

’ Though the mixture might* be tent'at‘i.vely characterised
on this evidéncer, in order to define the stereochemistry at c-24,
i;olation bof pure components Or an ozonolysis method similar to

that ‘used by Lenfant (8) is required. It was iniﬂtian‘y‘decided
~ o oy | ) #o
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, .to try to isolate pure samples of ‘the major. components for this

- claracterisatioh.
B 5 r s b

Separation of the phi tosterol mixture Y

Separatlcﬁ'(of such a.mixture 1nto pure. r:omponents tends
to be dious due to the close structural similarity of the
compounds and in many cases may not be worthwhiie. However, it‘
wds felt that in this case, bgcause of the interest in_ these, /

. organisms and the mnovel results of Lenfant,'that charactensa-
tm;é of the 'sterols should be made as definité as. posslble. a1

' Separation of a phytosterol mixture is generally
effected in two stages. First, the saturated stanols Va_re N
separated from the''sterols by thin layér chrcmatc;graphy (tlc)"
~—on slllca gel layers impregnated w1th silver nitrace. In (:h1s o
system Ij:he unsaturated sterols form a w—complex with the silvex
ion anﬂ thus have a 1nwer Rf than the stahols. Follow1ng this
initial sepai‘at].on, ‘the unsaturated. sterol and stanol fractxons
can be(;ndependently separated by glc on one of several possible

/p}:ases. 4 _: e . . T, ’
- In this work_t}his"p_rocedure was_followed and small
amounts of pure sterols ‘were\ obtained from prepa;:ative gle

- columns. Late: work, however, indicated that the lir’xi(:ial tlTﬁ
separat;.on could be utilised to Wftter efficiency and; in~
addit:.on to the seyazat:.én of the sterols_ and stanjls, the

syscem was used to separate the d;unsaturat;ed sterol (M = 412)

fxom the monounsaturated sterols (M '400 and 414) by ]ud1c10us )

splitting of the rather w7ie sterol ‘band. i Y
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Identification of staiol components e

The mass spectrum of tfie'mixtire of stanols shoved. ;
" ;
only two-molecular ions at m/e 402 and 416, with.molecular ions

at ln/e- 441 and 458 in the acetylated mixturer,. The fragmentaticn

pattern of the mixture was in with that p ed ‘for
a ‘mixture of the C28 and_CﬂZ}"stanols, campestadbl and )
stignastanol. .
Glc analysxs revealed the presence of two components
. which had retentxon times identical with campestanol (stanol 1)
and stigmastanol (stamol 2J. - Coinjection with authentic samplé;‘ -

of these stanols J.ncreased with peak hexghts and no separatlon

was detected. - C . :
£ I ) - <
From these 1ts it was concluded that stanols 1 and

. 2 were 24‘methyl and 24-ethyl derivatives of cholestanol (Ia),

that is either campestanol (Ib) and stxqmastanol (Ic) or the

C24 epimers, ergostanol (x4d) and pcrlferastanol (Ie).

- Unsatutated sterol gomy onents v i #

The mfrared spectrum of the mmtu:e showed the. presence

of some unsaturatxcn and sugqested,,the presence of ‘a trans- A22

bond. Glc separated‘thzeeﬂcomponents and mass spectromet_:ry

' detected ﬁolecular ions at m/e 400, 412 and 414, with a.

fragmentation pattern similar to that expected for a mlxtu:e of

‘ campesterol (IIb), stigmasterol (IIIa) and B-sitosterol (II:).
The mixtuze was readxly acetylated and the acetate

mixture‘ also showed three components on glc. The mass spectrum

, of this acetylated mixture gave no peaks corresponding to the
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expec‘ted ‘molecular ions but instead very. abundant ‘i8na wera

eb;ewed Vat m/e 382, 394, and 396, cérresponding to 1;he loss
of acetic acid from each o‘f the three.expected molemilar ions,
agaln imhcative of Jha-acetoxy o'} -sterols (39) .

* The nixture 6f sterols, after catalytic hydx:ogenatmn,
gave the corresponding mixture of stanols which on a glc .
annlytlcal column, separated into two cvmponents apparently

identical with P! 1 and sti

1, and ‘gave moleculnr
ions at:m/e 402 dnd 416. The mixture of acetates after
reduction had molecular ions at m/e 444 and 458, and glc .

‘analysis showed only two components. '

_Efficiency of different phases for re) rative 1c

As pteliminax‘y work to the separatinn of t_he mixture
of the unsaturated sterols into its components by glc, several
phases,‘each stable at relatively high temperature (350°), were

investigated in order.to test their efficiency in the separation

of ah hentic mixture of , Bti rol and 8- 2
\ § - =
sitosterol and of their acetafes. The results indicated that

the best se- for the separation of the free’ stemls' was’,

DVlDl. and for the acatates SE30 w).th Ovlol‘rc].nse seccnd.,

the s paration ‘of the sterols by 0V101 was as eff.uuem: as the
sepnraticn of the acetates. . @ § TR - '
N ~ 'Though -hoth acecate‘s and tximethﬁéuyl ether | -
'aeziv'atives have been used by variots authogs (39,°41) to '
achieve bette: separatxon than could be obtained wif.h the free

.‘alcohols, the zesults on 0V101 at least partially r:onfu-m .

. T o .

o
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those of Grunwald (42) and, in view of the logses of material
experienced. in forming a derivative and then régene‘rating the
free sterol after chrumatoqraphy, it seemed preferable to use
the sterol m1xture without further treatment for the glc
separatwn. o ¥ ; 4 g s

. iy r_WE:ven using the most efflcleﬂt phase and.varying.the
operating’ e_ont_htlons, including temperature programming, it
was not found possible to separate the three known sterols -
completely by glc, 'campesterol and stJ.qmastetol in partlcular
f:endxng to overlﬁp. Sun:.larly, the mixture extracted from

P. flavicomum was not completely separated, and a typical gl
e

though varying somewhat' from batch to batch, is shown

in Fig. 4. .(For the puxrpuse of future -identification the

sterols are 1abelled 1-3 in order o?‘ the eluuon from the

column ) ® 4 L S . =
e v ® g -
! G, ® . [
¥ s sy o b N8
‘Fig. 4. Part.of g}c profile of th_e. §
., mixture of sterols from P. 8
- [
.+ flavicomum on OV 101 et
‘o
= | 15 30 25 30
. R i . retention tirne" (min)’

As cay} e seen from the glc profl.le the collect:.on

of .pure stercl 3 ) relauvely easy hut aomyonents 1 and 2

. could only be ubta1ned by ]ud1c10us fraction cutting and pure’ ’

sterol’ 1 vas obtained i~h only small amounts’, thereby'limiting
study of this ster‘él to its mass spectral fragmeni:atioh pattern. +’

and glc retention time. ' = ’ ¢

Pl
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'was decxded to mvestlgate the possxbxlity of usx&\tlc 3

- 22 - .
‘ 7 R

-An aE‘{:empt to separate the mlxture of sterols bx sublx.matmn
>

An attempt to separate the three sterols by subhma—'

tion in’a graﬂlent,keated ‘tube failed. Though th‘ree ‘distinct
bands of crystals were formed, each, ‘when analysed by glc, was

seen tp contain eac;x of the:three sterols in approximately the

same relative propoftions as the original gixture.

Purification of sterol 2 by tlc - e

f‘m‘strumentatwn problems, including the unavallablllty

of a chromatograph taking a large ennugh preparatxve column and

¢ relatxvely large losses of.sterols on the columns '(43), made

collection of re‘asonahle«amounts of samples Very tedious:afd it

more efflmently. % . N

As the unsaturatéd sterols have a ‘lower Rf t

s\:anols due to ‘the complexing with the sllver ion, it miqht ‘be

p that diupsa sterols would ‘have a lower, RE than

the monounsaturated compounds. n fact, in the thip iayer -~

system used throughout thlS\WOl’.‘k, stxgmasterol did have a

slightly low

y < . " ' .
and- simifarly stigmasteryl ‘acetate had a slightly lower REf ., .

(0.920) than B-sitosteryl acetate (0.928). This ‘difference in
Rf was insufficient to’ separate either of "the two paizs of
compounds into two dl§t1nct bands., thouqh it did expla:m why
the band: ‘due to the‘ mixture t_:f unsaturated sterol v(as broader

than might have been otherwise expected.

]

Rf -than g-sitosterol (0.29] as opposed to O.?QB)‘




It was found - that if the rea: third of the sterol
band was separuted and eluted with ether. “the percentage of
sterol 2 (as™ xnﬂ'lcated by .q.lc analysis) wai gzeat]:y_ increased
(fof example from §0% of total sterol to 803). By repeating
this proceduze cuce-mre the purity could be 1ncreased to :

.~ above 95%, and two or three crystallisations from ether-ethanol

é ‘gave a praduct that }}/rwﬁe of the uther stercls present

.“" (shown by ."d mass speet:ometry). . . Al " .

“ . This method of purification ts xather poor as at each

' :epetxtxon of the thin»layer technique a great deal of the .“‘. %
sterol materiﬁ. is rejected (though 1(: can be used in fur{:het ) .
separat:.ons), and thus the act\‘x'al a.mount ofipl;x;eisterol 2 i

B xsolated was relat;vely smll belnq in the order of 2-3 mg
irmn 100 mg of the staxt).nq mixture of sterols.

3 Although it va not attempted,\ it should also be
possxble to.work up the leading edge of the sterol band in
exuctly the same \unnez thereby obta:.ninq a sanple contaim.ng
the two monouﬁsaturated sterols (sterol! 1 and 3) which could
then readily-be seg:arated by p:epa;utivg glc. o

¢ . .
Identification of unsaturated sterols
x 7 .
Steérol 1. 5T, 5
. As the separation from sterol 2 was unsatzsfactory, ¥

.. the sterol was never obtaiged in quam:i:ies suffimem—. for

&

: complete charactensation, and only mass spectxal and glc data —

* were dbtained. S 8 . s . Y




confzqu:atwn (i.e. it is As-exgostenol) .

» 5 . ,
On several: glc'columns sterol 1 had the same/x}bencion .

time as campesterol and, in addition, the peak height was

ingreased by coinjection with authentxc cam}%)esterol on each of

these columns.

he
The mass specttum showed a Single molecular ion at

m/e 400 and f: tion ions onding to those expected -

for a”24-methylcholest-5-en-38-0l; thus ian’é at m/e 273 fomed
By the loss of ‘the sterol s:Lde chain and at 255 by the loss of
the slde chain plus water confirmed the presence of a saturated
nine carbc‘n Elde chain (39) Relatively abundant ions at m/e
#'315. (M-m,0-CgH,) and 289 (8-H0-C1Hg) were chazac:eristi}: of a,
~sterol and’ ’a’i"e*not ‘found in the m: mass spectra of the isomeric
a7 sterol (39) : .

<, Altho\;qh these results shoved: the expected 51mxlar1ty
between sterol 'l and campesterol they do not necessarlly prove
that the two compounds are 1dem:15:al, as nelther'glc nor mass

spectrometry has been shown.to'differentiate between the tio

c24 ep1mex?s . T
\~, . Followxng dlscusslon of the structure of sterols 2

and 3- :Lt will be shown that sterol 1 probably has the 249

Sterol 2 « . ' X
Sterol 2-was shown to have retention times identical

Do e o
with those of stigmasterol on several glc columns and

coinjécticn of the two gave no s’eparat{ion. Similar results

Were obtained for the ‘acetates of the'two sterols. - .
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o . !
. The mass spectrum of the sterol showed a molecular,
ion* h-t m/e 412, with ions at 273 (M-side chain) and at 255

TH-side chain-H,0), confirming the presence of a CyH, side
chain, which thus contained one unit of unsaturation (39).

22

An abundant ion” at m/e 300 is characteristic of 4" sterols

5 (35)' .

}?he acetate of sterol 2 had a Spectxum virtyally &

identical with that recorded for stigmasteryl acetate, and

wus cha:actezised by the 1ack of a molscula: ion and the

of a very' ion at n/e 394 (M-CH;COOR) . S E

‘he ir spectra of sterol 2 and of its _acetate wer:e\

virtually ddentical with those of stigmasterol and its‘acetate.
' The results presented s¢ far indicate that sterol 2,
is a 24-ethylicholesta-5,22-dien-38-0l. In order to dlstinguxsh

‘between the two C24 epimers the melting points of the stetol,

its and its tetrahy: te were with the
values Féported for’ stigmasterol, puriierusteroi and their

‘derivatives, the results’ show’fm; that sterol 2 is poriferasterol.

Sterol 3
Sterol 3 had glc retention times identical with g o
aitnsteral, and on four columns coinjection of the two sterols

gave a sxngle peak. Similar results were obtained for the

o N s

_ acetates. . ®

. The mass spectrum showed a molecular ion at m/e 414

and included daughter ions at m/e 329 (M-H,0-CgH) and 303/
J d /

(4-H,0-C,H,) , these two being characteristic of 4> sterols. "

- ' v,

o 4 P9
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reductlve workup . the 2, 4-d1n1tropheny1hydrazone of the 2-ethyl-

L 8 -
Ions at m/e 273 (M-sldgfhaln) and 255 (M-side chain-H. 0)

conflrmed the -of a C

10 side chain.

i The mass séectrum of the a:‘:etate ~showed only a very
small molecular ion at m/e w456, the base peak bexng at m/e 396
(M-acecxc ac:.d) . In both cases the spectra were extremely
similar to:the cotrespond%nq spectra recorded for<B-sitosterol
and its‘acetate}nd, in addition, the infrared speotx:\\zmA was
,virtuéily identical with th‘at recorded for S-sitostexcl’. .

R .In order ‘to distinguish between the C24 -epimers, the

_.melting point of ‘sterol 3 and of its. acetate was compared with

literature values for g-sitosterol, 22-dihydroporiferasterdl
an‘d their acetates, the results confirming that sterol '3 is . r

22-dihydroporiferasterol (IIe).’ ¢

Qptical measurements
As the results presented abcve 1nd1cate the presence ~
of 24 s isomers 1n P. flav:.comum, in contrast to prevu&us work

on P. Eolxceghalum (8) it was decided to attempt to obtain

confirmation using an optical method similar to that used by

Lenfant (8). % o« o %, W, &

The mlxture of sterols was ozonolysed and after gl £

—mechylbutanal prcduced ,from the side Chaln of sterol 2 was

‘prepared. " ) i ’
’ As this deri’vative has only one optmally accxve centre,
the rotatlan of the two enantiomers is equal and opposn‘.e
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and thus they can be-readily distinguished. 'me preparation
vof the 2,4~ dinitrophenylhydrazone was accomplished only with
low yields, however a dlrect comparlson with the product
_derived from stigmasterol indicated that the two were of’
opposite‘ configufation.' (Though. the rotations were opposite
they were hot quanmtatwely so, probably due to the small 4
amounts available for. the measurement (ca. 14 mg).) As th:l.s
résult confirms the diunsaturat‘ed ‘sterol as porif:erasterol,——-»f -
the assumption has héeﬁ made that all th‘e stanols and

unsatutated sterols have the same 24-8 confxguratbn (this has 5y

. already been shown to be true for the Czd-ethyl cholesterol) and
are- thus AS— rgastenol, ergostanol, pouferastercl, 22-
dihydroporiferasterol and poriferastanol. .

It is. clear: that the sterols exttacted from P.

flavicomm, although similar to those fxom P. polycephalum, apparently

differ iR the stere’oehemistry,ac c24.

* vTrxterEenoxd raction of P. fla‘ucomum 5 B
As Lenfam: had shown the presence of lanosterol (V)

in P. polycephalum, the tri id cont of P. flavicomum

wa‘s‘ examined. ’ ‘ .

The material eluted by benzene from an alumina .qolumn

[ was a yellow oil forming 4-6% of the total non-saponifiable = .
lipid. Gle of the fraction showed ityto be a rather complex

. “
mixeure:/and a preliminary separation was affected l?y tlc on a

-silver nitrate impregnated thin layer.
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oOnly a small amount of material was detected in the
4-methyl and l;l'-dmethyl ste;ol region, there being a vtairly
“large amount of material which moved with the solvemt front
(l":i(drocarb’ons) and also a sma]} quantity of sterols. .
_ The mass spectrum :f the combined 4-methy}-and 4,4'-
dimethyl sterols .showed relatively 'abuxE;;l} ions at m/e 426
and 428 together with a less abundant one at m/e, 440.

Fragmentation ions at ‘m/e 413, 411, 395, and 393 corresponded

. in relative intensity to those observm’i in the m;s“ spectrum
of a mixture of lanps;:erol (V). and 24—d1hydrolanosterol. ”
e Thg acetylated mixture showed" molecular ions at m/e %
5 .468 470, and 482 with daughter ions at m,{e 455, 453, -395, and
393, the latter ions being observed’ in the spectrum of an
acetylated mixt\;re of lanosterol and Zl-dihygitnlanostetfar?
In neither spectrum was thefe af obvious ion at m/e
286, an ion characteristic of cycloartenol and its acetate (44).
Glc analysis i‘,mi‘icated the pr‘a-sence of several

components with the two major ones having the same retention

_times as lanosterol and 24-dihydrolanosterol. A minor component'
had a retention time slightly greater than la_l:logterol and might i
-correspond to the malecular ion at m/e 440. ™ .
. : ‘ Glc of the ucetate mxxture showed: the two major ;
companants to have similar ret:em:ion times to the acetates of
lanosterol and dihydralancstetol. 7 2 i 3

" Though the presence of lanosterol and, its 24-dihydro
derivative were not confirmed through isolation and s -

e S
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€] ractsrlsatécn of ‘the purée compounds due.to the small

antities present, these results, which to an extent suppox(: -

ose . of Lenfant (8), -strongly suggest the presence of these

'two triterpenoids .'

Sterols and triterpenolds of 1’. polyceghal

In’'order to see’if the observed difference in sterol
content between these two closely- related Myxomycetes is 1
_consistent, a stram of ‘P.- Eolxceghalum was examined to
characterise xts sterol and txlterpenom content. g

. Much of  thé work already descr1bed for P. flavmomum -

was repeated though the ozonolysxs of the ste:ol mixture was
omtted and the nuclear magnetic respnance spectrum was used.
‘to confirm the st_ereochemistry of s(:etol 2 at 024. A brief

summary of ‘the resul:s is presented
Stanols

:‘ 'J:he‘ glc retention“;imes of ti;e ‘coniponents and tl:Ae .
mass spectr‘um of the mixture of the stanois, an}l of the ’
.acetylar.ed mixture, were qualitatively ic;enti;:al with similar
infozjmat:g‘.on already presented for th‘e stanols of P.. flavicomum,
though quani;i;;ativeuly the mixture showed re;latively more sl:an’ol 1.

Unsaturatbd sterols -

: Glc and mass spectral data for the mixture and the’
aceétylated product were again qualitatively’ idem:icalg with the
data reported for the same fraction from P. flavicomum. It was
noted, hopever, that, though the relative proportions of the
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steéo‘ls v;ried somewhat f,r\om S’a!;\ple tb sample, 'the relative
amount of sterol.2 was consistently lower in this species.
| ;s .
Stereochemistry at €24 = .
si:erol 2 was lisolated >and purified as previously
descrlbad. The melting poi’nts of the sterol, its acetate and
1ts tetrahydroa’etate were agaln extremely close to.the values

reported for poriferasterol anq its derivatives and a m]xed

melting point.with poriferasterol showed no deépression.

* Further evidence for the 24-§ configuration of
sterol 2 was obtained from the nuclear magnetic resonance -
spectrum. Thompson and Dutky (45) have shown recently that.

the 100 MHz spectra of the two members of four pairs of C24

epimeric sterols differ slightly in the methyl region; thus,
in the range between 81 and 84 Hz, the spectrum of stigmasterol

showed a partially resolved doublet, whereas the spectrum of

: pczifexasterol \showed only a slnglet in th).s regmn. gterol 2

gave a spectrum Vety unlxke that of stxgmastercl and extremely
sxmllar to that of poriferasterol in this re_qinn.

These results clearly show that sterol 2 in this

straix’\ of P. Eolzceghalum‘is poriferasterol émd again it is tﬁ =

be expected that the other sterols also have the 24-g

configuration at C24. . . ‘, Al

Triperpenoids .of P.”polycephalum - S

Molecular ions were cbserved 1n “the mass spectrum at

-m/e 426, 423, and 440, that at 426 being by far the most °
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intense. Each of the compounds was abetylated, the mass Ispectrum
of the product having molecular ions at m/e 468, 470, and 482.
In neither spectrum was there an obvious ion at m/e 286"

) Glc showed the presence of four componen!:s, lanosterol

- belng the major one. The other components were hot identified

but 24-dihydrolanosterol was not detected. It was not &lear.:'

what c'ompoun_d(s) contributed to the small ion peak at m/e 428.

In the absence of 24-dihyfirolanosterol it might be expected, '
- that the compound tentatively identified as 24-ethyl-da-
methylcholestenol by Lenfant would be, present, however late:

experiments involving the incorporation of [Me-2H3]-met.hionine

\ into the culture medium did not result in any’ labelling of 'this

§ compound as was reported by Lenfant and it appears rather

A unlikely that this compound is a 2d-ethyl triterpenoid. <

2.
,‘ . stercls of Badhamia utncularis

The sterols extracted from the plasmodium of .Badhamia

utricularis were also shown' to ‘constitute a phytosterol mixture,

molecularions being observed in the mass spectrum at m/e 400,
412, and 414. The ion peaks at-402 and 416 vere very small and
" l:he stanols, 1f present at all, can anly form a very small

~ percentage of the total stetols.

Gle analyszs again showed thx‘ee peaks wlth retention

times identical- w1th the three sterols obtained from the other

two Myxcmycete species: no Attempt was jnade to separate the \'

mixture further or to ine the | istry of the .

comg)onent sterols at C24. = e :
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Summary of implications of results
it is cle‘ar that each of these three closely related
species produces a typically plant mixtup€ of sterdls and in the.
_case of the (:w6 Physarum species the individual sterois have )
been identified as being the less common 24~ B epxmeny‘-.. »
This result co\trasts with that of Lenfant et al (8)

who claimed to have identified the 24a alkylated sterols 1n B.

: Eolxceghalum. It is quite clear that their sterochemlcal_

assignmerﬂ: is based on unsound data.

The stereochemistry of the sterols at C24 was supposedly
demonstrated by the identity of. the'circplar dichroism (cd) curve 3
of Z—etbﬁ—methylbutanon.c acid derived from the side chain of
the €29 nsaturated stero{ and that of the corresponding acid
obtained from stxgmasterol. N .

The expenmental work zeperted -in that paper can be

.criticised thwo important points. Firstly, the reported weight
z L 5

of the derived.,dcid (258 mg) from 328 mg of the sterol n-\i.xtnre is
far in excess of the maximum theoretical yield. sSecondly, the ' '
répozted cd curve, with a maximum at 288 fm, cannot be that of a
carboxylic acid for thdugh optical rotatory dispersien and

circular dichroism curves of asymmetr:.c aclds haveﬁen reporéed
(46, 47) ‘the Cotton effect observed is related tc.a weak n + 7%

transimon of the carboxyl group at apout 215 nm (48): ‘Lenfant'

work thus gives no 1nfcmatxon whatsoever about the stereo-»

-chemistry of the sterols at C24.-° ! U . ’
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The ‘triterpenoid fraction of bot‘:h Physarum species 2
“had lanosterol as a major.component though in P. flabicomtin
2q~dihydrol_anosterol formed épp;okimately 50% of this fraétion.
" A minor component in both species, molecular weight 440, might
be identical with a compound of- the same mole—cular we{ght,
reported b‘y_Lenfant and identified as Zd-mgthyleﬂedihydro-
lanosterol and a minor peak in the“ glc analysis.has approximately’

the same retention time as might be. for this 3,

though in the absence of an authentic sample there is no

concrete evidence for this. . : .

. . The accumulated data lends support to Lenfant's

suggestion that the Myxomycetes might be unique in utilising

- X ol'as the pr of the 24-ethyl sterols.

3 The data so far reported gives no xnfomatxcn on the
biosynthetic xé‘e to the phytosterols, except in suggestlng
that ;’agos:é:olwis “a key intermediate, .though it is clear th;g
detailed knowledge of this pathway, in what appears to be a .
novel system, might be of help in the study of the many.
:.ntricacies of sterdT )nosynthesls. o

- As a first step in the mvestxgatxon of the bio- *
. synthet:.c ‘route it was decided to 1nvestxgate the. route by
which c24’ alkylation is effected by attemptlng to J.nccvrporater

lpbelled methionine into the diet .of both P. flavicomum and .

P.. polycephalum, *
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c24 alkylation in P. polyceghalum and P. flavmomum

As both specxes grew nomaﬁy when addlt;onal

unlabelled methionine vas added to the nuirient médium a -

similar experiment ‘usi:ng [Me-2H3] methionine was attempted and ’

. again growth was normal, Mass spectrometry of ‘the mixture of
sterols shoved a complex mixture of molecular ions, the spectra
‘obtaxned from the two moulds being quahtatxvely similar.

’ ¥ As well as ions cortesponding to the usual sterol

molecular ions at n/e 400, 402, 412, 414, and’ 416 other ions’

indicated the uptake of up to f1ve deuterium atoms lnta the

24-ethyl sterols. Thus ions at 417, 419, and 421. may be

attributed, at least partially, to the addition of -five mass »
. units to the usual molecular iogs at m/e 412, 414, and 416.
’l‘he‘ region m/e 400 té 404 was rather complex dpe to
the contribution of ions formed by the. loss of CHj and 5120 from
the “various isctgpic forms of the 24-ethyl ste{ﬂls., and no
conclusion could be’ érawn as to whethef two or three deuterium
| atoms were incorporatedinto the 24-methyl compour‘xds‘from'this
;ata‘. The mass spectrum of the acetate, however, wmch showed *

molecular ions corrésponding to the stanol acetates only,, gave *

molecular ions at m/e 458- 463 correspondxng to ‘the uptake of up .

to-five deuterium atoms into poriferastanol and at 444-446
indiéatinq the uptake of tw&tx}gutgﬁum atoms - into ergos\tanol.
It is most probable then that bo(;.h ‘ez"gascanol and A?-ergostenolﬂ
‘are’ synthesxsed through @ 24-methylend intermediate. )

The location of the deuterium’ atoms is readxly shown

. to be in the side chain for, though there was a complex isotopic




ions at m/e 273 (M-side chain) s, 271 (M—side chain-ZH) ’

(Mrside chaln—HZO) » and 213 (M-side: chain-H 0-42), w!uch are

T characteristic of all the three sterols presg ent, were smpanied

by any abnormal igotope p_eaks. In addition, the characteristic

m/e 369 '(M—i'sop‘ropylg‘ ion of poriferasterol was accompanied by ', :

sevar'a sotope peaks, thereby conflrm.nq that the side cham
isopropyl methyl groups were not derxved from labelled meth10n1ne.
7 and suggesting that the label is in the 24-ethy1 ‘group.
‘ .’ A : Thaugh the spectta were :eadlly :Lnterpretad, the
patférn was rather complex because of a contnbut),on due to

< unlabelled and incompletely labelled sterols ahd’an attempt was

4 . made to increase the incorporation of 1abe11ed methionine,

. thereby reducxng the quam:ities of unlabelled sterols in.the
‘ extract. . % .
) Methionine-has-been identified as an essential amino
4cid for P. Eulx::eéhalum (49), and a mixture of amino acids, )
contaimng methionine, ,can be used to zeplace ‘the normal amino
. acia source of casein hydrolysate in the medium.
< g Both. organisms were therefore cultwated in a lz.q\ud
- medium with a defined amino.acid. ncntent, 1nc1ud;ng IME 2H 1
N methionine. The anculum of plasmodlum’was keptas small asq)
posslble in uxde: to minimise dxlutxon by the preformed,

i unlabelled sterols from that source. " S
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Growth of both ‘organisms was slow especxally for P.

_polycephalim which had tb be grown for two vieeks to obtain -

suffxcxent plasmodmm for sterol extracexon. ‘The ‘mass spectta

~ of the 1solated sterol mixtures we:e little betcer than those

alreaqy obtalned stxll showidng appreciable quantxties of

unlabelled'compounds in addition to the expected peaks .at m/e

417, 419, and 421, . 2 E me e )
v' . It appears thet, to obcaz_n extremely high 1ncorporation,
it would be necessary to sub-cull:m;e the pla§modia several ‘tin\es
"into this more closely defined medium, but 'as the growth rate Nk

was very unsatisfacto'ﬁy, this was not atteﬁpted.

v L E . N
ngbthetu:al route tc the Ehztosterols in the sz@n_\ycetes 15
. It seems probable that the initial cyclisatlan product

of 2,3~ epoxy squ'alene ox).de in these species of Myxdmycetes is

", +  lanosterol and not,, as mxght be exp a’ £rom the phy 1

content, eycioattenol. ; e : o §

It is.obvious that the route to the phytosteréls from

inote. * .

5 o . & It appears that there may be some dlfferences between

the two Physarmn species examined as only one, P. flavicomum,

was shown to contaxn 24—d1hyqrolanosterol. This result may be -
R ik .a refléction of differing biosynthetic pathways' or, a‘l’texnatively d

i 5 ’may only indicate.builliup of a compo\md that is more rapidly "

£ mecabonsed in B} golyceghalum L E NI L T




Pt The of 24-dihydrol 1 is of in

*as its ptes‘%nce canndt be fittéd into the ‘scheme’ normally
] e s\lxggested for the biesynthesis of 24-alkyl sterols. Certainly,
. s = :

o i"g the synchesis of sterols which pre not alkylated at CZX such

‘as cholesterol, it . that lar 1 is often red to -

TR the 24~ dlhydxo detlvatxve ash the flrst step (18) but it iz - ¢
= squest:ed that C24 alkylauon by the-, electrop}uhc g

24:25 yona and

wi W adenosylmethionine requires the presence of the A
R should this be reduced it is chff:.cult to see what sttuctutal
‘fe_atures nu.ght influence the course of alkylat:.on. . ¢
X - 'A possible explanation for the presence of dihydro-
lanosterol is that,following the formation of the c’yclised
i ‘ /p:odnet lanusbexol, there is competition At C24 betieen two
. : teactzons w).th essentially t_he same blochélnical mecharusm-
al)?ylatxon and ud\xction. The snularity between these two
: R reactxcns -fessantrally attack by the electrnphxleﬂ or CH ) has
g ' been suggested by the Hétk of varxous authors (50 51 52), thua
Sul % : trxparanol xnhibits both xeactlons probibly bv blockind.
S0 the elect!cphllic active site on the respectwe ‘enzymes (53),
i though it has no effgct on -any othex: reaction in sterol bio--
@ . s_vnthesls. If there is competxtion of ‘this) type’ lanosterol
¢ o el -‘might be pux:tiully reduced to dl}wdrolanosteroi .and partially
3 methylated to " Jh—methylene«hhydrolanoatex‘ol. 2o fact,a‘small.l
) amou;n:( of a compound wn:h molecular weiqht 440 (492 in .the ‘

. acetylated mixture) was de by mqss 4 ry in both

4. ' Physarum species und a small penk in the qlc had a retention ;
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may accumulate, };e iur‘th‘e_r metabplised to the p\hytosterols by a
-qit{erent route or undergo reaction to give sterols with no c2a
alkvlation. In this regard it is .of interest that Lenfant dia
' detect small quantities of cholesterol 1n the strain’ of P. b h
"golzceghalum used, and it is possible tha(: this is synthesued
through a typically an%mallroute (Fig. 1).
It is dlso of interest that Lenfant et al. (8) reported
“the presence of a tritekpex:oid alcoliol, molecular weight 428,
which was tentatively identified as 24-ethyl-4a-methyltholestenol

because after incubition of the plasmodi\.\"m in the presence of:

[Me— H ] methionine the acetate showed a molecular ion at m/e

475 (470 + 5) guggesting: that an €24 ethyl cumpcm’nd had been

’ ﬁorn\ed. The compo\md with the same molecular: weight in the two

species examined in this work was 24-dihydrolanosterol in P.

flavicomum, and though it was not identified in P. polycephalum

as'no additional isotope peaks were observed after culture with

[Me- H ] mehhxom.ne, it was concluded that 24-ethyl-4a-methyl-

cholestenol could not be present in.appreciable s . ¢
However, its presence cannot be excluded and this compound can
'easlly be fitted into a hypothatlcal scheme for sterol .

blosyntl;esxs (Fig. 5). < ! o

This reaction scheme indicates possiblerroutes to the'

five majox: sterols, ergostanol (1d), poriferastanol (Ie),

ergostenol (IId), 22-dihydropsrifprasterol (II€) and C
“poriferasterol (III), as well as suggesting how cholesterol (IIa)
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© . Fig. 5. A possible scheme for 'the later stages of sterol’
biosynthesis in'P. polycephalum and P. flavicomum
.
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-and brassicasterol (IIIb), which were detected by Lenfant,

= 180 COTN
& ) , 2
night be formed: Of the i diate , 24-

i ]
d1hydro1ahosterol has been detected in this wark and evidence

for the& presence of 24-methylenedlhydrolanostex_.‘}k (VI) and 24-

ethyl-‘i_m—methyicholestenol (ViI) haf’l‘)egn presented by Lenfant.

1assxf1cat10n of szomycetes . N

The knowledge of the trlterpencld and sterol content

of these species appears to be of 1little help to the taxonomist

ing to cla iFy the My ycetes as plant or ammal. " The
. oscurrence of a. m1xturF of st;erols typu:ally found in higher
@
plants together with the cha_ractensnc animal or fungal

precursor only serves to emphasise the uniqueness of the

-organisms, : ‘ v

Further study on the biosynthetic pathways Jiliseq
in-these organisms is made difficult by the rather cofiplex

ixture of sterol p . The ideal situation for further

, work would be the identification of 'a s‘p%cias, or a'strain of .

one of the ;peci'es already examined,. in which a single, plant

sterol is synthesized in relat'ive].y large amounts. At present

. g . :
_’such an ideal system has not been reported, but mass . -

spectron\etry, uslmg the rapid technlque described Jater, cculd

poss:.bly ].ocate such an* orgam.sm. 4 i » 4 %

Function of sterols £ s . . -

B 4 ot
. It appears to be an exercise in futility to suggest

possible functions for the 1s at this time. "It is possible’
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that they are true- secondary meta‘bolites being end pi‘oducts of

biosy: tic p y ible for removing undesirable -

products from metabolic reactio'ns subject to feedback inhibition,

on the other hand it hasvbeen shov;n that such plant sterols may
'sérve as precursors of related components with ; possiblé
physiological effect (54). A related compound, 422-stigmasten-. . »

38-0l, -has ‘been implicated as the cellular aggreéatiqn hormohne in '

the non-related cellular slime mould, Dictyostelium discoideum (55) .

Sterol content of sxnchronous cultures of P. polycephalum
Cultures of P Eolzceghalum were grown in which the

.niclei were highly synchronous thtouqhout the plasmodium at the
.seconid ' (MIT)" and third (mn)»_metaphaaes after bemg starteds
It was -possible, uslng phase contrast’ mxcroscopy and a knowledge
of the approximate time reguired for each-step to collect the S
plasmodiun &t specified times during ‘the mitotic cycle in order
to look at :its chemical composition. ’ ! »
_ The: quantity of synchronous plasmodium vas limited to .

- about’ 0.2 g and thus it was not oY to/look quantitatively at

any partwular component, s0 z.t was decided to look for.a rapid.
scamung technique. that mlght show changes 1n concentranon of .
one or more cnmpcnents: mass spectrometry was chose_n for this
iwurpnse. . ! = » }

It was found that a portxon of the wet plasmodlum

cculd be 1n€rodut:ed 1nto the-dipper of the inlet system of the

S
mass spectrometer and a masg ‘spectr of th1 sample; after

" drying, could readily be obtained with ions due to'the various

stefols béin_g gbservedp«'hen the spectrum was'run at 230°
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As no direct quantitative medsurement. of the individual '
sterols was obtainable, the relative peak heights of\éhe various

ions'in the spectra were recorded, all spectra k;e:'mg run undet',

as far as fmss‘ible, identical conditions. . ‘

) Though it is probable that the relative volatilities
of the sterols differ and also that the ease with which each )
forms a molecular ion and the ease with which this’, once formed,
fragments also vbaries, ‘the method probably gives an approximate
value of the ralative ccncentrations of the stezols and could .
indxcate any change u; the concentration of a 5tetnl during the
mitotic cycle. Any change located in this way, if considered
“to be important, could be followed up by altex:nauve quantlta-'
tive techniques later. B

One possible probiém in this method might be effects.

due to any.different strengths of binding of a particular
sterol within the plasmodial structure at different ;;oints in
the l'{xitotic cycle; however, it is prof:;ble that the drying

procedure would disrupt any such bindingl

D taken at imately 20 min time intéwa‘ls .
after MIT t}lrough to MIII shﬁwéd no s‘ignifica ‘tchanges in.the
relative concentration on any of the five s eths (m/e, 400 402,
412 414, 416) when the height cE each molécular ion was

expressed as a. percentage of. thg sum of the peak heights of thg
five sterol molecular ions. A spectrum of the resting
Bclerotia was not significantly different Eroin‘ those of the :

growing plasmodium. : = - . . LE
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Other cell components 1n" ynchronous’ plasmodia - ‘ i .

) ‘Though the relative qonce‘ntration; of the sterols did‘
not alter, other ions in the spectrum did change in _-relative
intensity during the cycle, being undetectabie at some stdges |

a'né_quite pronounced at others. Again, thére being no basis for
3 a quaxiéitative measu‘rement‘, /t.r_:e peak height was expressed as a

percentage of the sum of the molecular ion peak heights of the *

sterols. . i ’
) An ion at: m/e 426 (possibly lanostexol) was obvious /
only in the last . hour of thé mitotic cycle and immediately after
prophase (Fig. 6a).

i ° An ion at ‘m/e 429 increased to a maximum between
i metaphasé and al‘wut 3 h after metaphase following which it
decreased; ;.the overall change invthe relative peak height was
about 15 fold ‘(Fiq. 6b) . - .
. An ion at m/e MB was first observed immedxately
before nuclear division was prominent during prophase and
decreased xaéidly' to be undetectable 30 min af'ter metaphase g™
(Fig 6b) . ) . ) ) V
An ion at m/e 365 also showed significant change for,
though it was detectable throughout the cycle, it appeared to
- shoW an especially hiqh concentration nbcut 6, h'after metaphase

(Fig. 6b). .

Y The sig.niticance nf thz‘ase resdits cannot at present "

- be determined but it is inte:est:.ng to note that Rusch et al (56)

reported the occurrence of & xelanvely themostable_ substance



- before the followin
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which appears in the plaamodiul’n of P. golxcegﬁalum about 2 h °
-/ metaphase and which, ‘once formed,
irrevocably ccmmlts the nucle1 to division. i " " e
. No' attempt is belng made here to u‘se the mass spectral

data as’a deflm.txv:_e quantxtatwg measure-as it is realxsed A

that even minor changes'in the prébe temperature amd the time

whiéh theé sample spends in .the spectrometer before the spectrum .
is run can have an effect on the x‘elatxve sxzes of the ion
peakﬁ. However, the results presented are faxrly reproducxble
over three runs and-the large increase in—the’ height of the '
m/e 365 peak after about 6 hours has been observed on f1ve

ccasions:,

Nature of the compound causing the m/e‘365 ivcn it E
o In attempting to follow up the nature of the molecule .
causing the m/e 365 ion, it was noted that the relative size of
the peak to those at m/e 367 and A359 increased if the sample

was left 'in the spectrometer 10 min before running the spectrum.

‘However, on four more occasions the 365 peak was anomalously

" large at about 5-7°h ‘after metaphase, so it appears that the - °

change is real.and not ingtrumental in nrlgin. 3
"'Attempts were made to discover the nature of the m/e

365 peak by obtaining the mass spectrum at increasing

temperatures. At 260° the spectrum above m/e 350 was almost

totally steroidal with a very small 365 peak but aftef incfeasing.,

' the temperature: to 280-300° the sterol had completely volgtilised




, ‘off, leaving m/e 365 &s the major ‘high mass. number 1nn. Tt
_appeared, therefare, that the compound is more polatv than_the

sterols .or else the ion is a fraqmentatmn 1on of a compound -

with a molecular weight much greater than the sterols.
An ether soluble fractxan of the‘plasmodmm gave a

T typxcal sterol ‘spectrum with no ubvlous ion at m/e 365, however,

when the plasmodium was re-extracted with methanol the residue,

~after evaporation of the soiv’ent, gave a very weak steroidal

spectrurt at 260-240°, at 250% m/e 365 was one of the strongest
k. “dons above m‘/e 150 and at 3006'the ion was close. to being the
¢ ‘ ’ base pedk in the spectrum even mcludxng\the very 16w mass’ ions.’
) It is possible that m/e 365 is'not a molecilaz ion
but a fragmentatlon 1on since there are weaker hxghe& mass ions ‘
1nc1uc'11ng one at m/e 576 wluch shaws a long series of 1ons at

me576—14

; however, its: solubility .prope:tles do” show that

. Tt is' far more polar' than the sterols. < 7 = .




Figs. 6a and b. The change in concentration of some high mass
ions in the mass spectrum of the ether extract of a . .

i

synchronous plasmodium of P. polycephalum
(Concentration expressed as percentage of total sterol molecular
ion peak heights p. 43.) . ° 3 ; A
% S Fid: 6a. Ion at m/e 365 ¥

30

20

10

* 5 10 .
_-Time after prophase (h)" °

#

F:Lg". 6b. Ions.at m/e 429 (=—), 448 (=-=)* and 426 (=.-.-)**

*m/e 448 only’ observed immediately beforé and after mitosis
-.("and at.about 6 h after mitosis. . : 4 i

© **m/e 426 only obderved immediately before nuclear division.
e E i .

RN : . . o tan B

Time after prophase (h)



EXPER TMENTAL

. . t‘é W

 Infrared absérptions were recorded in solution in *

either chloroform or carbon tetrachloride on a Perkin-Elmer 2378 :

spectrophotometer . % = -

Ulttavxolet /V].slble absorgtlon spectra were measured

RMU-6E mass spectxometer. The ‘spefctra of the PEerale ire e
répnrted only in the upper mass region (above m/e ‘200) - making
reference to ions with an abundance uf 5% or greater of the .
base paak‘ The structuze of many uf the characterzstlc ions
has been reported by Knights (39) o . ' 2

Nuclear magngtic resonance sgectra were detem:.ned on
a Varian HALOO spectrometex.

Melting points were détermined on a quler block % a
R

heater and are uncorrected, w

Gas 1: :.Ld chromato raphy. (glc)

Glé separation of the.sterols was effectad on.one,
tivo mstrumenr_s. ‘A Perkin—Elmer PE 881 fitted with &’ £lane
ion:tsat:.on detector (effluent split 4:1 ccllector detectox) and

245 m X 6.6 mm.OD glass column with hehum as the cas rler gas v

with a flow x‘ate of 40 en? min™t.
X .




’ Ll - 2 '
g ; A Varian Rerogfaph 1820 with a thermal conductivity

tector, and a 3.75 m stainlgss steel column (OD 6.6 mm) was

5 de .
6 s ‘A?sq used. The carrier gas yas helium witha flow rate 65 cm’
min‘l:- this instrument was fitted wigh an integrator.
- ) % “I‘?xe columns were/ packed with acid washed, silanised
_Chfomosorb W (1002120 mesh) which was, coated with one Of the
following liquid phases/ V )
' 38.0v°)7 o ’
s i 43 ! ov 101
R '4%_/ov 25 . 5 ) 7
) % se 30. _ ’
After a .certain amount of experifnentation with ;olumn ;

temperatures and temperature pri amming, the ing' -

conditions for all ‘columns were: . v . e
columitemp, 270°
injector temp. 300° - S o

. ; :
detector temp. 300°. -

Unless otherwise stated all‘glq data are reported under these
conditions. * . " * s

g OV 101 w-._as used fPr al{ ptepafative work: when the
effluent sterol was condenséd in narrow bore glass U-tubes

" . cooled in a Dry.Ice bath; the other columns were used for
“analytical work only. ; o

“To-compare two sterols, the two were chrpm:atograp!;ed

éeparately and were also injected simulbaneouély onto " the

column. I /’ﬁe two had the-same retention time, when. applied
\ s .

- . i

. Sy bl N v



<

separatelﬁ two or more diffqrent Columns and if when injected
toqether a smgle symmetrical. peak was given, thid was- used’ as’

evidence DE théir close slmxlar:.ty (probahly identical or 024

epimers) . . 5

v
Quantitative measurements on the PE, 331 were. made by ;

mult:Lply].ng the peak helght by the width at half he1ght- on the

Varian Aerograph the 1ntegrator was fused. These methods both

Tassume that the volatilities of theindividual sterols, and the:

déteétor'responsg to each, are almost _idenj:icallAprobably valid

_assumptions (57). ' L 1

P " .
Efficiency of different liquid phases in the separatiok of a
phytosterol mxcure by gle 5 By .

.As preliminary work: to the separation of the nuxture

of the Myocomycete ste,rols into its components several 11qu1d
‘phasés, each stable to a relatively high tempe;atur_e —(390 )
wére investigated in ;rder to test the effikiency of ’each‘ in
the separatxon of an authentu: mixture of qampesterol/,

sitosterol and stigmasterol and of their respectlve ‘acetates
(Table 3y 5 g m :




Table 3. Retentlun times “of Ehz{:osterols and dem.vat:wes on. .~
: various Ehases at 270°c“ - )
i

Sterol ovizx ov25  sE30 «]. ovioi
= T . o e
cholesterol -{ 1.00 -, 1.00 ‘I 1.00 ‘| 1.00.
= © . 4| (13.3 min) | (9.75-min) | (11.8 min)- | (16.1 min)
campesferol | '1.27 l2s ) s “1.26
stigmasteroi | 1.44 i 1.39 ool 1alE* 1.43
" p-sitosterol |.1.64 | '1.52 1.70 | 1.69
o ' campesteryl’ ‘ = " S n
. *. acetate B 0 1.63 1.76 £1.66
w ‘ ® 5T i X Bl
stigmasteryl “ g .
acetate = +1.88 J 1.80: .
By, _B-sitosteryl. . "l - 1 L .
N acetate - . 1.96 . 2.03, ,

s *The three ov phases were used becausa of the var)ung percentage”
of phenyl subsntutlon on the, silicone phase (ov101 0%,
-OV17 508, 0V25 (758).. . - . : - *

e “**}\l}z‘retention times are given ré:atiy‘e to cholesgg:ggl for which .’

. v _— - -
. compound the actfial retention time is also wivén. b

"o = !

Clilture éonditions for szomyceté's

T Ba polyceghalum andP 'flavicomum . . 7 wi

i . Both orgam.sms were narmally grown in 11qu;d medium
. and on agar plates on a.part:.ally def;ned medmm. 'rhe medium R -
was essent1ally that developed by Danlel for the culture of P. .

.golxceghalum (58) (Table 4). b3 i ot




(a) ai‘:tdclé*}ed separately’, ”
- 8 R ;
(b) $alt suspension e ¢
N solution ‘a solution B
° ) -+ Cacl,.2H,0. 10 g .. FeCly.4H,0 2 g., ks
Mgs0,.7H,0 10 g .MRCly.4H,0 1. 3
: -citrié.acid h 2nC1,.7H,0 - 0.56 g~
’ Sonohydrate: 209 " water to 100 ém
. coné HCL | 2 om? €

yeast extract

caseln hydrolysate -

‘dextrose monchydrate g,

KH,20; .o
(a). Hemin (0.04% in 0.015 M
‘. NaOH)

. (b) Supernatant of- salt 2

suspension

c1tr1c acid (0.5 M Ain M NaOH),

(c') antifoam (AF-60 Canadian
General Electric)

(q) -Wycj.llln 300 suspension
3 a(Penu::tll:.n—G Prccaz_ne)

»
water to 1 ’ 4

1

L1

A
3

. 2‘

"2 drops

.‘1

10 g

0g

0 <:l|\3

0 ¢m’
3A

7 cm’

am?®

30,000 .IU

water to 300 cm

g

Solutlons A and E mixed and made up to, 500 cm

3

olycephalum

Comgosltlon 8£.1 am 119u1d medium for P. polycephalim -

LA (C) - Antxfoam was added to shake flask cul\:ures 1n the earJ.y

(d)

wurk, but was later shown to be unnecessary. .,

Pem.c:.llm was not reqyired prov;d:.ng that exttéme care
L ¥

_ was taken to maintain aseptlc condltxons. H

S



(a) Shake flask ciilture

-3

Ih a typ1cal run six 3 ‘dm Erlenme)k: fiasks, each

contalnxng 600 cm® of the cultute medium and stopperad wn:h a

»cottum wool pluq, were autoclaved for 15 min. After coola.mg,

the hemin soluuon, which, had been autoclaved separatel‘y, was‘
added aseptlcally to each Elask followed hy 20 cm3 of’ the oy
plasmodial suspension £rom e prevmus 4-day-old- culture, the
initial cultureshaving been kz.ndly g:.ven _!;y Dr. Cc. J. '
Alexopoulous .of the Univer/s.i,ﬁy of "l‘exast The fl:‘as_ks were shaken °
in the dark in a thermostatically controlled foom at about 25°
for fmx’r days before the plabrodiun wag harvested. ' After being
removed from the shaker the flasks ;dere allowed to stand \}nt_l

the plasmodlum had settled outy-then, after decartation of the

" medium, the pla’s‘“odl\lﬂl ‘wa centrxfuged at 10,990 rpm ‘for 2 min.

(The microplasmodia of P. flavicomum tended to be rather

/élatinoué and, unless the culture was stopped at exactly the

right time,.'settled very slcwly if at all.y . N

For smaller sr}ale cultures, 250 <:l|\3 flasks, conta1mng

150 cm® of medium, were subdtituted, all-other additions being

scaled down 4ccordingly. It as found by other workers in the

laboratory that t:he usual hémin concentratwn tended to qause B

aggregation of the plasmodium in thess sma,lle: flasks and. #hus

the concentration was féduced to 6 cm® Gf standard hemin

solytion per dma of sélution. P

el




. flavxcom\m were ma:.ntalned in pet:x dishes on nutrient agaz _

' by penicillin and, after solidification and inoculation with a

_usual manner, both speciés growing normally.

(d) Defined amino acid medium

o3

(6) Solid medium . . ¢ TRl & o T L W
Stock cultures of both P. polycephalum and P.

made hy adding 1. 5| ,agaz to the liquid medxum before autoclaving.

. After a‘l].aw:Lng the medxum to ‘cool, the hem;.n was added followed

small piece of p;ln_smcdihm“fxnm a previous culture, the plates

were incubated in i‘,he dark at725° for 1 to 2 weeks before heing~
subcultured - g .

. ' o /

(c) Meﬂzu{ fcr mathionine and [methyl- Hyl methionine feeding

exgeniments 9 . e o .

(3) - Two 50 cn® shake £lask cun—.uxes,f{one of p. ) ;
polycephalum 4nd one of P flavxcmnum, o up in the usual
manner and to each was add 40 mg of DL-n\echI’{xne (prepated )
from homocyst:ne and methyl iodide) w}uch had’ been sterilided .

by dry hedt at- 120° for 1 hour. Incubatlon tolluwed in the

(1) [Methyl-?H,] methionine (prepared from
homocystine and 2Hy-methyl icdide was substituted for the .-
unlabel__lued ami._x’lé acid ;nd 'q}:owth was agein -normal. :
;‘ 4 LR
(i) Thé protein’ sciarce (casein) 'in the cultut;'
medium was. rep},aced by the following mixture of anuno acids' and

ammemum sulphate. .' y = d 3




A L= s -

% . ' m‘g E‘ er dm3
Di-methionine , '  .250 i
glycine oo L3 . 450 i 3
L . " 'L-arginine " ' i : .
Ty g hydrochloride * . 600 .
L 5 DL-alanine * O 1,éoo_ '
: m,) 550, . 250 . R

(ii) Labelled (Me-,H’] methionine replaced the
unlabelled compound in medium (d,i) above.

Growth of P. “polycephalum and P. flavicomum.in both of
these media was extremely slaw. P. flavicomum was harvested” /‘
'aﬁter 1 week but P. polycephalum had to be cultured for 2 weeks '

unt11 a reasonable .amount, of growth had taken place. .

(e) .anchronous culture of P. .Eolxceghalum 5w !
P Enixceghamm was cultivated by Df. E. Bullock.in
th:.s laboratory us:mg a variatlon of the methcd descrxbed by.
Mohbe:g and Rusch (59). ¢ i
’ An aliquot (5 cm’) of the cuj‘tgre stock line, which
was maintained in 'che";éartiany defined liquid medium in shake
{culture at 26°.& 0.5° and subcultired every 3 days, was added
to fresh med).um (50 cm ) and allowed to qrow for 20 to 24 h
whilst shaklng gently. The mlcroplasmodla were centrifuged out, .
suspended .in water and applied to a mllhpore membra(le (Oxoxd)
* which was supported on a Whatmsn 3 MM filter paper and a

stainless steel mesh in a covered steel dish. After 2 h the

- 3
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microplasmodia had fused and sufficient Iiguid medium was applied®

“to wet-the filter but not the membrane; the medium rising o

through the membrane pores by capillary action. The dish was
agitated in a horizontal plane in a linear fash-jcn at abou\‘_
25 stokes per minute, so that fresh medium continuously flowed
under the paper. . : f i : : ‘
The first metaphase (MI) occurred after 6<7 h, the
second . (MIT) after about 18.25 h and.the third (MIII) after .
about 30 h. BothMIT and MIIT were highly Tynchrnnous, pro\ud-
ing that the plasmcdwm was not too thick, but MI and MIV were '

much less synchronous. . cet

II. Badhamia utricularis

A thin layer of uncooked oatmeal flakes (Ogilvie)

was placed on the nbo‘ttom of several petri dishes and these were

. autoclaved,at 110° for 15 min. A hot autoclaved solution of '

I.S%Qaga:/was poured over the oatmeal and allowed to set. ‘A

‘sterile loop was used to transfer a small piece of plasmodium

frqm the previous culture: the original cuiture'wag' kindly‘
donated by Dr. C. J. Alexopoulous. The plates were‘kept 'in
the dark at 25° for several days until the yellow plasmodlum'
had .covered the surface of the- agar.v

In larger scale work, 20 cm x 30 cm casserole dishes,

"fitted with stainless steel lids, replaced the petri dishes,

and four pieces of plasmodium were used to inoculate each

plate ¢lose to each of the four corners.



Extracticn of triterpenocids and sterol’s‘from P 1avicomum and
B. golxcg&halum ' o
: n a typical extraction 4 dm3 of a 4—day—old culture
of either 2. Eolzceghalum or p. flavlcomum was 'allowed tg
settle for 2 or 3 hours ana, after.decantation of the culture
meqium, the plas;nodimn‘was separated by centrifugation at
110,000 rpm for 2 min. .The plasmodium ‘was‘ homogenised with
three times its volume of acetone in a Waring blendor for
about 30 sec, and the aqueous acetone extract was filtered
under suction. The- filtrate was concentrated at 35° under
;eduéed pressure until the smell of acetone could no longer be
detected,’ and the.‘.resultin_g suspension was extracted four times
by 'shaking with an equal volume of pefroleun ether’ (35°-60°) .
(Although ether was a more efflc:.ent solvent, it also extracted
large amounts of pigment which was required for other” work. )\
The petroleum ether layers were comblned and the slxghtly
brown solut).cm was concentrated ttx one th).rd of its bulk by
evapo):atwn under reduced” pressure, and then drled over .
anhydrous sodxum sulphate. After.drying, the solutlon was
evaporated at* 35° under reduced pressure until no more solvent
was removed, then the dark brown semi-solid residue was
‘dlssolved in warm absolute ethancl and to this solution,was

7

of sodlu

hydroxide (20.g in 100 cm® water). The resuluﬁg solution’ was a

added an equal volume of an- aqueoﬂs solution

left overnight at room temperature, thEn after dllution by

half its volume of. water, the unsaponifiable lipid was extracted



= BT = 3

g i > B
Ainto petroleum ether (35°-60°) by ‘sh:aki‘ng‘ three times with half
v,its volune of the fat solvent. The petroleun ether splution-
-was dried over anhydrous sodium sulphate and then evaporated
to dryness to qxve a slightly yellow, semicrystalline solid.
, In later work the wet plasmodium,' after cen};rifuging,
. was ‘freeze dried, 240 g yielding about 12 g’ dry  weight: the

dried plasmodium was stored’ in a vacuum desiccator for several

weeks with no visible: s:an of deter«oratxon.
" " The dried plasmodium (12 g) vas rapidly ground in a
' mortar (the plasmodium was quite hygroscopic and became very

wet b 5. this process was followed too slowly) and refluxed fox:

0 thh with dry ether (200 cm’ ). The sterols were readily
= extracted and in the absehce of water, the ether exttacted
i 5 W7, vety lﬂ.ttle pigment. The ether solutmn was evaporated to
) dryness to leave an almost white semi-crystalline solid (ca.
80 mg). . « . § .. e, B
o This 1ipid fraction wis then treated with Sodiuh’

hydroxlde solution and the unsapom.fxable lipxd ex,tractad as

previausly descrxbed. . - . ‘43

Extraction of sterols from Badhamna utnculans -

. o The ye}low pTasmodium (20 g) was scraped from the
. . “hgar plate and freeze dried. _The-dxy plasmodium (1.1 g) was

. & " 'réflaxdd with dry ethe (15 cm’) for 2 h when the ether vas’
:er;\céved undén reduced pressure leaving a p‘;le yellow érystalline
solid fll mg). The mass spectral and glc propertxes of th:Ls ..

crude sterol extract are recorded. - @ o "
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\ Column chromatography of nnn-sagonifiab\ke lipids from P.. -

“EDyvicomum- o ’

! The unsaponifiable ‘lipid (203 mg) was dissolied in a

“, gmall amount of benzene and chromatographed on a 15 x 2 om 5
,vneutra‘l alumina (actlvlty 3) column, first w:Lt:h benzene (150

. g em3)'and then with 5% ether in benzehe - (200 emd). on’
evaporation the benzene soluticn gave a yellow'oil (8 mg)
which cdntained"the' triter ids, and the her - .-

solution a wh;u:e solid mass of sterols (183.mgj.

The lipid fraction of P oI ce] halum was chromato-

graphed using the same sy te/m’('l‘able 5). .

Table 5.
e & Eroce ure (from 4 d.m3 medium) 2
= P. flavicomum P. polycephalum
: Wet wt. plasmodium 125 g . laa g
i " ¥ (orange-Brown; (yellow-brown,
. coarse texture) fine texture)
5 Ether soluble fraction 0.59 g (not measured)
i \ ' . L
Non-sapohifiable -t 2
R Iipid - “ s 101 mg 1/~ 125 mg
Alumina column - . v .
/. i (a) triterpenoids 6, mg
. (b) ‘sterols. 3 108 mg
i tle (#) stanols. ‘ 28 mg
: (b) unsaturated .
77 mg




Se g n b e

Mixture of sterols 2 L p

The sterol mixture £rom P.. polycephalum 'and B.

- flayico;mm c_i'ystal]:ised as white ‘ec¢dles from eﬂ;er-et:hanol_.
The sterol .mixtnré': from B. utricularis was only obtained in a-
"crude form. B T . i Var

— . Mass spectrum:- the_spectra from m/e 400 to 420 are

. recorded V_f_ot the sterol mixture from each of the thfge species

(Fig. 7):

" Pig. 7.

- B. utricularis

S : ex. P. flavicomun <




Liebermann-Burchard reaction (6):

< A few crystals of the mixture of sterols (cé.‘.':,qu)

from both P, Eolxceghalum and P. flavicomu were dissolved in

& glaclal acetic acid (l cm’ ). Acetitc a.nhydr:. 2 cma) and- .
concenttated sulphuric acid- (0 1 cm ) were added o

In both cases a green-blue colou:atlo_n, developing
to‘a maximum intensity. in wapp’roximat_e‘ly‘ 0.5 h" indicated the,

presence of A5—, stexol;.

Acetylated mlxture of sterols

© " Mass spectrum: the mass spectrum of che acetylated
sterol mixture obtained from P. flavicomuw from m/e 390. to 460
is /éi;len in Fig. 8. Thg spectrum _of‘-the acetylated stero;é

from P. Eolxceghél\m\ was gualitatively identicél. ¥

Fig. 8. Mass spectrum of the acetylated mixture of sterols
. from P. flavicomim from m/e 390 to 460 ‘




=561 &°
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Separation gf stanols and unsaturated sterols by thin layer- *

éhrmnatﬁxaghz (tlc) - s 3 i

! Silica gel G (30 g; Merck, acc. to'stah‘l) was shaken

#vigorously with a solution containing silver nitrate (9.0 §)
in water (35 cma) and 95% ethanol ( cmg). The‘ slurry was
spread on 20 x 20 em? glass plates Weing a Shandon spreader. -
Hfter air drying for 1 h, the plates were. heated to lloovfor
0.5 h, then cooled and stored in a vacuum desiccator. )

The mixture of sterols was dissolved in the minimum
amuunt of chlorofozm and applied‘ to che place with a micro-
pipette. The chramatoqram was develaped using chloroform in
a chamber . previously saturated thh solvent vapour .

After drying of the plate, visualisation of the
sterol compounds was achieved by placing a template over, . the’
plate and spraying two narrow bands, one approximately 5 cm-
from each side‘o’f tjxe plate, with 50% sulphuric acid. After

heaf‘.inq at 110° for 10 min a deep blue colour showed the

of two r bands cor ng to -the stanola

(RE = 0.34) and the uhsa:uxa:eé sterols (Rf = 0.23).
The two ba‘nds were scraped from the plate and the'

sterol compounds eluted fr m each by refluxing the sx!.:u:a gal

v{ich _dry ether for 0.5‘h. The éther solution was. f#;tered',,

washed twi;:e with half 'its vc;l:lme of ‘water, ‘dried over

anhydrous sodium sulphate (2 'h). and evaporated to dryness.

_'.l‘he mxtuxes ‘of stanols and \msatux‘ated sterdls were sepazatelyv

crystallised from e\:her—ethanol. = 5 -




: \
, ‘ 'Crystailised £rom ether-ethanol. as ‘white needles.
s 7 L Mass” S‘pectr\m

The mass spectra of the mixture)of

“'stanols extracted from P. golxceghalum and from P. flavicomum

(3
| were qualitatively. identical and is only recorded for'P

* flavicomum (Fig: 9).

'Fig. 9." High mass end region'of the mass spectrum of the .
o mt o P. flavicomum stanol mixture " . - ' -
G ; ;
. < A
& o . °

The relative retention times of the stanols #rom tHe two

sources were identical, though the relative amounts |
differed (Table 6).- . .




Table 6. The relative retention times of the c

- 63:-

onents in,.

Py, L “and’ the,composition of, the mixture 'of'scanols. from
" ’ B ;ol;ce;hjlum and P flaviccnum t;ether with the

relative retenuon tmes of camj estanol and

\;‘/f"stx a

stanol‘on.the OV 101 column

R

-Stanol .-

Re. latxve
‘re tention

e

P. flavicomum

.+ stanol 1 (1)

‘t time (OV 101)

1.34 207 & S 35
campestano‘l‘ sa g 3'2 - =
stanol 2 (Ie) 1.63 o - 80 - 65
stigmastanol |. ' 1.61 = -

3560, 3420 (OH): 2910, 2845 (CH):

' Infrared speétr

- 1375 (CH);

(sterol nuéleus) cm';l 5

PR Unsatu:ated sterol mfkture

B Czyskallised from ether-ethanol as -white need es.

# s . ° Mass s

-

%' 5%

peel:x‘unr the spectrum. from m/e 400 to 425 for

~ g

»

AT

1125, 1010 (OH);

950, 905, 860

Ehe mixture Erom P. Eolxceghalum is qiven in‘ Fig. 10.



o’

~Fig. 10.

quant;tat:.vely .

Glo: The relative :etenndn times of' the three stierols and of

High mass.region of mass spectrum of the ‘unsaturated’
sterols of P.. polycephalum ok -

campestero, \’, stigmastezol and_ B- sxtnsterol are -qive\-in

Table 7, and of _their” acetates in Table 8.

Table 7.

. order of elutmn) f:an\ both P. flavicomum and.P.

v

Eolxceghalum

g . glc liquid phase’, .

ov 17 | ov 25 | SE 30 | ov 101

o gkeror 1 [Li29.] 1.26 | 1337 1.24.
campestefol | 1.27 | 1.25 Y '1.35 | '1.26

. sterol 2 roas |11 | 10aa [ 1i4s
* . stigmasterol | 1.44 | 1.39 1443,
“sterol 3 1.66 | ) 1.69'

1.69

.7 " p-sitosterol | 164 -

Relative retenraon times. of "the three ‘sterols '(1ﬁ

o




: Table B. Relatl.ve retention t:unes/ Of Jﬁe three cnmgonents of

the acetylated mixture cf sterols extracted frolll

i IR S Eolxceghalum and P. flavicomum
W Glc 1liquid phase !
ot < 3 . oV 25 |-SE'30 | OV.101 -«
, stérof 1 acetate ' - 263 | 176 | 168,
B g 1 o ] [l W
3 = 2 campesteryl acetate 1.65 1.77 | 1.66 . L :
e v % sterol 2 acetate . | 1.80 | :1.88 1.80. B
stigmasteryl‘acetate | 1.83:| 1.8% | 1.80 '
» 17 - sterdl 3 acefate 1.96 | 2.29 2.05 :
# B-s‘itos’tery‘lv acetate 1.98 2.30

‘ _—
“ “
lat 2 .The relative amounts of the three sterols, cﬁalculated
s
from peak areas, are g;ven in Table 9. ¢ o

o ; T = « |

Table 8. Relatxve amounts uf three sterols 1n the mixture °

. eitractéd from P. flavicomum and B: pslycephalum
PR - s 2 . .
i : . 2.7 % of ‘total unsaturated sterols E
5 T i flavicomum | P, polygephalum
o }g )y sterol 1 10 SRFCI
& o ® fo, ow § %5 .. N i v
s . sterol 2 sy o f " 39
) - sterol 3 33 - 45
g LIPS B L ] b3 * B : e :
Vg g "The above .amounts’ were |somewhat variable'bq; the !

4 praporticn of sterol 2 was always fa'r greate:

in P. flavicomum.
ﬁ‘ o 5 o . = “ - " ) y <@




'

Acetylatmn of the mixture of unsatut‘ated stemls

The lm.xt:ure of sterols (55 mgl was dlssolved ln )

anhydrous pyr;dlne (5 cm ) and acetlc anhydride (1.0, cm ) was

;{r‘ added. The ‘mixture was, then alloved to stand ol!ernight at’

room temperatm:e. (In a second reactlon the mixture was
2 G e . i €

reflixed for 1 h.) . . s .
‘© . Deionised water (10 cm 3) was, added to the mixture
and the sterol acetates were extracted into e(:her. The solutlon

+ was evaporated to dryness and the .semi- crystallxne solid was .

chrcmatogtaphed on neutral alumina (200 mg; Woelm, actlvlty 3) .

Elutlcn with petroleum ether gave the acete\te mlxture which
crystall‘lsed ‘fmm ether ethanol as white rectangular plates &

(40 mg) . y L . ; .

Acetylation of the mixture of stanols and of pure samples of .

:sterols 2 and 3 o co s e

v e Tl}e_ma;hod descrlbed above was. usei .

Catalytlc hyd:o enatmn of the mixture of sterols ws

W ' The crystalline mxture of. sterols 35 wg) s
dissclved in ethyl acetate (20 cm ) and,lo% plat:.num on >
%a;coa}' (10 mé); was added.” :The mixture was $t{irred in the

pre's‘ence_'o‘f hydrogen dt zoom temperature. and, atmospheric '

‘pressure, ‘the uptake jof hydrogen‘b‘éing‘ followed. When no moré
ydrogen was bemg absorbed (about 2 h), a sample of e
: solut:.cn was taken a‘nd ;}:s composxtlon hecked by glc, whlch,

5 pruv1d1ng reduct).on was eomplete, showed the'pres#nce ef only




" under reduced pressure at 50°. The reduced product was )
gt B 5 5 .

" The solution was filtered and evaporated to dryness

crystallised from ethet-ethanol"as white plates (32'|ﬁq) .
y: g 8

Cataly: Ac hydrogenatxon of the mixture of sterol acetates

The same method was used as desc:ibed above except

that cyclohexane replacea ethyl acetace as the solvent.

An attempt to separate the IEcture of unsaturated sterols |_31

sdbllmatlon R

_ The mixture of,sterols (ca. 20 Tng) was'shblimed"
under reduced pressure (5 mm Hg) for 48 h in a tube heated ,
chrcugh a ta\perature gradlent- the maximum cemperature in

g . . . .
. the tube’ was 120°, -&

Three ~quite well separated white crystallme bands -
formed in the tube but each was -shown, by. glc, to contain each
of the thx‘qe sterol cmponents in apptoxxmutely the same 7

‘ relative ccymposition as the original mlxture. .

.- Sterol 1 (A- ergostenol) (EId) .

- . ' - The \stero]. was sepaxated from (:he mixture by

i pi:epa.rat‘ive glc»and crystallised. fx'om ether-ethanol as white

'plates'.v It,was apparent' from analytical.glc and the mass

= i
ﬂ‘ot wmpletely free fr(m terol 2.

sper;trum that the stero} wa




"+ ' . Structure of ion (39) -

. ' .Table 10. Mass spectrum of sterol 1«

Mass ‘number
‘(abundance relative to ions
above m/e. 200) )

M

M-CHa )
N M-H0 N o
. Te<(CH +H,0)
v Me(HO + 67)
M- (10 4 93) '
. M—_‘(ItIZO + 108) ki
M- (side ‘chain) -
¢y ‘M',-(Hﬂzéx'-* 121). 4
L - (side 'cﬁ‘ain + Hy0)
M-(side chain,+ 27)
M- (side chain + 42)
g - M—?sic;e chain + 27 + HO)

. . M-(side chain + 42 + H,0)

400 »(190)!9
(39)

- 382" (55) ° ”
367 (52)

315 (70); 3

289, (54) .
A
274 .(18) . J

‘273 (4

261 (20) -
255 (80) .

S24 (12)

231 (5:!)__

5 7 229 (33

213 (72)

* . The spec(:rum was very simzlar to that teported for campesterol

> L2

The :etent).on times of stero]) 1 and of campesterol,

L : % relatlve to cholesterol, are -given in Table 8.




Foa Table 11. Relative retention times of sterol 1 and of

. campesterol on four liquid phases - ;
P« ] B S & s
- Sterol OV 17 | ov 25 | Qv 101 |.SE 30°

e .../ cholesterol | 1.00 | 1.00, |, 1.00' | 1.00 .

o sterol I 1.27 | 1029 | 1.28 | 1137
& L]

Te e campesterol | 1.28 | 1.27 | 1.29 1.35

gt

" Thin layer beha\hour of .8~ sltbsterol, stxg asterol, B- sltosteryl %

- acetate and stlgmasterxl acetate - s ) . S .
. Stigmasterol, B-sitostercl, stigmasteryl acetate’and .

8-sitosteryl ééei;ate were chromatographed on silver nitrate
impregnated silica gel thin layers us1nq ‘the system prev:musly
N ﬂescrlbed for the separatmn bf the sl:anols fz‘om the unsaturated L

S 5 sterols. . The sterols were detected by charnng after spraying

with-50% sulphunc ‘acka; F o a e /
. | w:‘rkﬁ values:" B-sitosterol. " 0.293
3 stigmasterol - - T0.291 ¢ .
p-sitosteryl acetate 0.928 - ¥ Frae
,s(;igl'naste‘iyl"'ac’etate . 0.920.




< s

Sterol 2 (Poriférasterol) (IIIc)
Purification: o . ) i
(1) ir‘itially the sterol was separated by preparative

glec on OV 101, the collected sterol being crystalllsed from

T
A

ether—ethanol.

5 . . F X % s
(ii) Later-worﬁ used’ the thin. layer system preyiauslyv

déscribed. . : -
The rear third of the unsaturated sterol band, after

v1suahsat10n, was scraped off ‘the plate separately, extracted

. from the sllica gel by ether, and analysed by glc to determlne

the purity of sterol 2 1n ‘the sample.
The sample was re- chromatographed using the same
4th1n layer system, ‘and agaxn the rear third of the band was
separated and analysed by glc. ,.Tlus prcc@dure was repeated
until t{fe sample was vutually hom geneous when the sterol Jwas
crystallised twice from etHer- ethanol. R :

Melting point: The. melting point of sterol -3 and’ of

two de1;1vat1ves is given in Table 124

: . AR -




k3 = . ~o L
b S . a & [ LB A 2 S .
—_ N y S T Tk % :
st " " . 5.‘. .
‘: . ' |V \ . i y % N
: Melting point of sterol 2 and some derivatives tbgether with.literature values - .
- e . B f.sciﬂas‘térol and poriferasterol (64) .1, ' : “
b W Ly S : b W & , Ay A
= il ; || “sterol 2 éx ‘| 'Sterol 2 ex ' . ¥ o SR
Sterol of den\zdt:we P. flavicomum ‘| P. polycephalum'| Poriferasterol | Stigmasterol
T I Nime? o U T2se-258° |- . . 156° 170°" .
- e BB—acetoxy sterol -|: 147°° 146.5-147° °146.5-147° | -.144-144.6° < 2%
.7 tetranydre- 3B—acecoxy 139-140° 139-140° © 0 140-141° |- 130-131° :
. sterol . o o. < o % . .
a3 5 f % 1
> iy = : = <
‘ ; %o o s
x = 3 2 > b . i 5 : p
T ~— W & = » .
- e & . a v o2 =+ :
s L & . B : 5 i,
s 2 2 a -
' & B N s = 0 ‘ \ ¥ =
. 2 P g ‘ & L.
g it L . & , . % ‘ ]
: i . B % i X . N IR
N . ‘ : . \ < P .
" . > - e % . £ G il . ’
¢ - . Ay g v 5 L LT
3 . Loy
SO i ° ¥ v s 3 b B
o ; ' . LB



LIS RO P B »
: S - 72 - R
g ’ ' . z iy e I
e T Ma$s’ spectrum: . Table 13 ’ GO .

“Fable 13. The mass spectra'of sterol 2 and its -acetate (from .

. B n 'P. flavicomm) . * | e A ¢ Lo oL
Nature of ion (39) . sterol 2' | 3g-acet: ‘sterol 2'°
’ , . R=m | . (®=-CHCe)
4' N e - > 5 e . »: * 5 : »
M . L a12(62) [ .0 . £ .
) L M-CHy , ! ‘397(13) - - i % g
sy © . M-ROH T <] 394027) T, 394(100)
R M- (CH ++ ROH) . 379(10) " 37919 AT
R E B T 36903 < [ - - S . S— .
3 - M-(43 #ROH) 7, - 351(35) 18 - N
+ . ae - * % ¥ N
5w M-98 ' o, W87 314(13). |7 - # g
s - . g EE g e B
oot 300(50) W B ome *
L M-side chain . 273(28) | @ =
. M-(side'chain + 2m) [ Z7Iess)l =T Lol
© .. 'M-(side chain # ROH) i 255(100‘? : "2 ] S .
. N . -
H(side chain + ROH, + 2H). 25317) | B
- (side chain + 42) 231a8) | o S
B M-(sxde chain+ 27 + RO) | Z2sasy Y| 0 . . - Lo
; | o= e e S 228015 . . ¢
; fe chain’t 42 + RO)- 'f 213(24) .| 2'1/3&17) T




wggs,

3 i . Infrared spectrum‘ absorptlon maxima in CCld were "

'ﬁt 3580, 3430, 2920, 2855; 1665 1600 (C—C) _460,7 1380;.1120,

" 10205 970 (822 trans ¢=) 5 960 emt.

spectrum of Stlgmasternl. Akt b

oy F nmr spectrum of stercl. 2 “Erom p. kulxcaghalum and ®f stig- ¢ .

‘masterol arg ngen in F:Lgs 11 and 12,( spectra recorded in
€DC1, with tetramethylsilane as\_ﬂter‘nal reference).

F:Lg. 11. 100 MHz nuclear naghetic rescnance spectrum of
.~ stferol 2 from B, Eolzceghalum\'

o o Nuclear vmagnetlc resonange spectrum Part of the

%

: - , . ®
# ", \ - .
= X 5 i ! .
iy .
N » . ", - ",. k
. - - ; ) . g
¢ ios ¢ 88
- + Fig. 12. - 100 MHz 'nchear magnetic r
B —9—; - : e AT

o v+ masterol




-74 - 0

- = The spectrum of sterol 2 was - very simna‘r to that of

st:.wnastezol but differed in showlng a single max1mum at

33 0 Hz as oppo#eﬂ. to a doublet abso:ptiop in the spectrum
v of st).gmasterol- (4. . > d \

¢ cas 11qu1d chrcmatography. Table 14. Rblative

2 tentlon times of sterol 2 exl:racted from poth P. flavicomum
! .
and P. Eolxceghal\m\ wére 1dent1.ca1. '

o .

\ - Table 14. ‘Glc relatlve retentxon tlmes of sterol 2 and

stzgmasterol and of their acetates

¥ - - sterol - .| ov 17 | ov 25.°SE 30 | ov 101, I
- \ " . " cholesterol | 1.00.°| 1.00.| 1.00 | 1.00
L sterel 2 T liaad | 139 1.4 R . :
‘stigmasterol | 1.46. | 1.39 | 1.45 |- 1.43
bt : sterol 2 |- N -
Cadi & acetate g 1.82 |,1.90
: 3 stlgmasteryl N * P
‘5 : acetate .4, -, | 1.80 | 1.88
' " ¥ R .

.. "~ 'sterol 3 (22-dihydroporiferastérol) (ITe);

The sterol, extractéd from P. ‘flavicomim oniy, was

separated itom ‘the mlxture by qlc on, OV 101 and crystalllsed

— C.oe . farom ether—ethanpl as wmr.e needles. @

s ‘Meitidg polnt: 139.5-140°, acetate 142 1%, Li:

- 22—dahydropor1ferasterol 140 , 22— dlhydroporlferasteryl
e

v KN acetate 140 141° (64) % * g ooy e




i \ 3 _ .
5 = >
4 = N & @ .
= B Mass spectrum: Table 15: ** .
T 3 o

~ fable "15." Mass spectrum of sterol 3 and of its acetate ... | .
fppie do. HaZe SUecEIum of plbersl O SIR.OF LIS ofmrRte :

J et of den @9 BreroL s .?‘faac(;t:xgﬂgggfﬂ 3
RV B , . < 414200y | B A
T wens o 906 | b - s
* MmO 396 (32) © 396(100) T
WeCiy + RO R L2 C I I TR YE ) )
. M-(ROH + 67) S l"329(53) = )
E M- (ROH + 93) . | 303(65) Yo i . )
. & w W L ow c- ™ L © T 288(25) .
2 Cb-(RoH + 121)° . o [27sae . 27529) )
. M-slde chain 27360) 2| L - )
M-(s:.de chain + ROH) | 255(6-8) n
‘\. L e 2s3ey i 3
LI FE -“241(25.) - : N
e , RS IEEEIEEIE ol praa w4, 7 TR e
“u-(side cHain 420 C | 23160 | . - L -
\  M-(side chain + 27 +'RO) |, 229(33) wEe T : o
R A DR I
Ll e T asae | s T
K M-(ide chain ¥42 + ROH) | 213(80) V 213(19) . Iy
. et — — < - — '» : . e i
; ] s, .
: N LB L
K : T}\e sgectra were almost :.dentlcal w1th those recorded L%
fox‘ s«;xtosterol and :Lts acetate. - . # e i b= e & s i
a0 v P \ i




" . Gas liquid chromatography:

Table 16. -
. < . .
- Tablé 16. ) Relative retention times of sterol 3; B-sitosterol
- a . L wand of their respective acetates ~ .
/ % N ov.;101 | ov 25. | SE.30 | ov'10l r
4 N ; T = T
o sterol 3 Lo | 1.54 | 173|169
g-sitosterol 1.64 1 '1.53 | '1.70 [¥ 1.69
sterol 3 acetate = f 1,08 | 2027<| 2.03
” B-sitosteryl '
acetate - 1.96 2.29 2.04
® - .

"

Infrared spectrum:.

" - in CC1, solution at 3600; 2925, 2850; 1665, 1600; 1465, 1378; '
e : o el ) o

~

1125, 1025;-955 em . .

spectrum sz 8- sxtosterol.

' Sterol 3 acetate gave maxlma 1n cc.

sitosteryl acetate. .

nzoﬂ 1020, 955,905 em

absorption gaxima were regfrded

1725 (c=0, acetatef) 1660, 1505 1465, 1378,

i Stlgmas;:erol (recrystall’:ﬂ. sed‘

in a warm mlxture of methyl acetate (10

190 mg) was cusso'l ed

cm ) and methanol

The spectrum was dimost superimposable onothe ir -

e . LS P
t 2940, 2860: /)

il

The spectrum was almost }dentical with ‘that of 5—‘

P
1250-1200;,

(/1'0 cm3) and then caoled in an ice bath when small. ~wh1te, .




«7% 7 by a.Welsbach ozomser, was. bubbied slowly ¢hroigh the cold;

. stirred suspenswn, gtadngny dzssolved s s RN

““The state of complecmn cﬁ ‘the reaction was de;ymned

- b ' 'by extrautlng ahquots at-'dxfferent tlme intervals” and

detemmlnq the composlt:.on by tlc on mcrcscope slides us;ng

S‘lll\ﬂa gel' G and 10%!acetone m petroleun ether as the' R

B develcplng é’olvent. \In this "system;, stlgmasteml had an Rf of

+0.60a d"the product 0 16. This method was rather more -' L

\
sensx.t:we (:han the quu\:ker method of detemlnlng th‘e‘abllxty

of the solutidn to decolourise a 18 solution of bromihe in

carbon tetrachloride. Following completion Of qzonolysis’the. .

. .
excess ozone. was blown o’Ef in 2 stream of nitrogen: the

Lo solutmn remalmng was worked up reductwely nuth no attempt il

belng made to, lsemce the ozonide.’ . v .

] Reductxon of ozon1de ‘ - i owod 2

J “ i
<58 palladlum on charcoal‘\zp mq) was added tp the 2 U

solutxon of: ‘the’ ozonzde, and the mlxture was stn:red
S5 : . iy
ydrogen at room fure. and- ospheric

“after. which no more’ hydrdgen was tdken up. - The catalyst yas_

flltered off"and Ether (50 cn\ T védded followed by delonlsed )

water (100 én?). After shaklng and separatmn of ‘the two




¢ w
i 8 ¢ i, = & . T )
Preparation of 2-ethyl-3-methylbutanal-2,4 .
dlnltroghenzlhzdrazgﬂe R *

B3
Bt ¢ The -dried ether solutus)n from a&)ove‘ was fractxonally

distilles, veinga 6" Vlg:aux l:olumn, until §'em’ of solution

ramalned. - i : o B g

. i ” A ) ’i&‘ ‘-:‘ v
The -ethereal solution was, distilledlin a Kénted ‘micro

apparatus until there was no more. distillate at 50%

-when 'the

tempe}ature was incr-eased, 2-ethy)=3

“‘off at about 135 . 2 B s ]
<

The aldehyde was immedlately added to a warm solutmn
of 2, 4 d:.nxtrpphenylhydraz:.ne, prepared accordmg to, 'the method

of” Pxeser (60); and an orange yellow precipltate formed * L

1mmed:.ate1y. F@:\g 15 min ‘the suspens:.on waz 1lte'red to qxve

yellaw crystals af Fhe de: Avatlve whxch were® crystalhsed ffoh\
L - e,
95% ethahol (30 mg) L ®

. ;| -Further purlflcatxon was qffec?e

alu.l\u.pa using benzene as the develppmg solvent. In this -

system the 2,4- dinltrophenylhydrazone mnved thh thé so(vent

- frhnt but a’ small amount ‘of unreaéted 2 d—dlnitrophenylhydrazlne
PR

was removed as a yellow band Rf 0 2. g '.

= - The derwa\:we was eluted fxom the a'lumina by Jbenzen

crystalllsed from 95% ethano, . Yxe’ld 15 mg, m.p. 120 ‘(11;.‘

6. 3 (&:enzene, 1 mg: cm” h

o 3
(61 121 [u]zs

(benzene) ., v ‘f

Rpthyl-butanal digtilling . »

by tlc ori neutral’ + .,



Fy : =79 - .
¢ SN “ s 8 ' v
E Mass spectrum: Tableg 17.

Table 17. Mass spectrum of 2-ethyl-3-methylbutanal-2,4-

B < fainitrophenylhydrazone
7 Y

. Mass number % abundanceé Mass number | % abun;:lapce
, :
204 ({4) "65 NQ‘ 152 )
o 5 F 277 3. 149 ° 153,
TinE " ovges 16 138 18
) 259 w || s T
REGRE So2 130 - e
235 .12 122 | 9
. B L 224 T 28 " 103 i e s
Ty w20 ] ‘97 Y A
208 32 g1 a
BRI 19 ] I 15
. ) : ‘184_ : "8 ¥ .59_' 43
L o 183 . s | P 6 .
. 177 v 18 TR 63
. T 167 o a3 530
S e T2 a | e

bzonolysis of .sterol mixture of P. flavicomum and preparation

of -2-ethyl-3-méthylbutanal'~2, 4-dinitrophenylhydrazone

_. The ozonolysis, ion and nt tion

. +of the 3,4-dinitrophenylhydrazone was repeated using the

\ .

- ‘mixture of sterols (38:1 1’ng) extxjacced from P. flavicomum.
(L . . .



. ¥ield 14 ng; m.p. 119-119. 5°‘ [n] = +10.5° (benzene;
2 mg em ). = gy . 8 -

Mass spectrum: ; this was v:.rtually identxcal with

t_hat of the same compound.derived from stigmasterol (loc. cit.).

Iriterpenoid fraction
Thin layer chromatography - - W oy B g ¢ b
- The material eluted £rom t.ha alumina column hy
> was chr phed on silver nitrate impregnated

plates. using the system prekusly described for the sterols.
A l;srqe amount of material (probably hydrocarbons) .
moved with t:he solvent front, dhd-there was,a small amount of
4 starel (RE 0.25). The triterpenoid region (R 0.33- -0, 44)
contained only small quantities of several components and the

whole section was extracted by ether to give the triterpenoid

‘ + component.
: ’ 5 .

Gas ‘liquid chromatography
" The triterpenoid fraction was chromatographed on the
oV 101 cclumrbpreviousiy déscribed, though \1? attempt» at
separation of thg individual components was made.
The retention ti;mes of the compcneni:‘s were compared

_ " with the retention times-determined for 24-d ydrolanosterol,

llm'x,c:st:exxal and cycloartenol and similarly the ccm\'ponents of. the
acetylated mixture were compared with the acetyl%ted L

.triterpenoids.



The retention times of authehtic trlterpenOlds are
gwen J.n Table 18 and gle pro%xles of the trlterpenold mixture
~and its acetylated product from P. flayicomum and P. polycephalum,

are given in Figs. 13a-d. 1 : . ' :

vl % . 4
Table .18. Retentwn tm\es of triterpenoids relative to

cholesterol on OV 101’

e N

Triterpene L Relative retention times
. . 24-dihydrclanosterol ) 1.44° =
: lanosterol’ T L : 1.56 v A v
cycloartenol 1.74 :

24~ dlhydrolanosteryl N ! * k 5
acetate L -1.80 !

lanosteryl acetate - ! 1.97 P

. . cycldartenyl -acetate ? ¥.2.25

s *
‘ '

Fig. 13. Glc profiles of the triterpenoid fractions and their

i g acetylated products (peaks labelled by relative
v "

zetention times)

Fig. 13a: P. flavicomum - Fig. 13b.. P. polycephalum i
7 A

~ triterpenoids . triterpenoids %




] = “ =
" B . - 82 - L
G N
- 4
Fig..13c. P.' flavicomum

Fig.'13d: P. polycephalum

triterpenoid acetates *

triterpenoid acetates
- X T

3
3
3

o
3
83
3

Mass spectrum: the mass spectra. of the, tgiterpenpids_fiqm‘}n/e

420-450 are shown in Figs. 14a and 14b, and for the acetates'

from m/e 390 to 480 in Figs. l4c and 14d.

" Fig. 14. Mass sgegtruﬂ of triterpenoid extracts and their /

acetylated products
Fig. 14b. P. polycephalum

P. “£lavicomm
= triteggehoiés

* Fig. ’143 -
3 triterpenoids .
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" ' . . &
} Fig. I4c. - P. flavicomum triterpenoid acetates-

%.' ' Fig. 14d. P: polycephalum triterpenoid acetates ... - Lt

.+ Preparation of methinnine

" ' The methdd was almost meneicn with that used by. = "

\
du Vignedud et al. (62). A 1,,dm -three-necked flask was fitted

© . with a"dryﬁi reflux | and an inlet for
.+.  ammonia, gas,. the thi;d cnitlet being .stopéere'd; the flask was

v " L4

laced in a dry ice-= ncetune bath. » o

A ;’ " Dried gasecus amonxa was passed th:ough until

60 cm® of 1iquid ammonia had condensed, when i:he umonia inlet

was dist:onnected ‘and the flask stoppered removed from the
2 cooling hath ath fitted vith a magnetic stirrer. - “
a 3




i . pr-Homocystine (1 g; ‘Signa) yas aispolvéd {n ihe dmmonia
and sﬁ\all freshly cut pieces of sodium were added, one at a o
txfme, unt11 the sclutlon retained 2 permai ent blue colouration
mdxcating a shght excess of sodium. M thyl.- 1odlde 1.3 9

. was added and after 5 mxnr the Stlrtlng was d1scontinued. ’l'he

: condenser was removed and the Elask left unstoppered avernlght

o llov_l the NHy to evaporate'spontaneously. '_ By
, | - che white" residue wis dissolved in water (20 cm?) and
. : the solutxon was acidified to Congo red using 30% HBr ahd then
4 fx_,ltered. To the filtrate was added pyridlne (2 cm ) and

béni{\g-ethanol (3 vols). and ‘the.solution was cooled in an ice

s e - bath. The whn:e prec1pate was filtered off and washed w:.th

«%thanol (3 vols)—water (1-vol) . ’ & .
The solid wvas dissolved in hot water (12 cm®) and ot

acetone (10 cm’) was added. The vifite precipitate was washed

Jwith acetone and dried. T .

i

Yield 380 mg; m.p. - 240 245 decomposed. i

Mass spectr\gl detalls are given in Table% -/The

& spectrum was very s milar to that reported by Biemann and z

McCloskey (63) .




Mass number-

% abunda\'m’:e

Table 19. Mass sEectrM of methionine

i

* Mass number

% abundance

149 (M)

101

88 :
87

31

83
75
74
sy
’ 57
55

c a7

41

47
49
o ¥
100
