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ma spatial distribution of female Tabanidae and 

Simnliidae among terrestrial habitats was investigated during 

June-July of 1988 and 1989 in central Newfoundland. Tabanid 

~oll~ctiona from modified Manitoba and Box traps consistad 

predminantly of species 1,931) with a much lower 

proportion of Pvbonitra species. The four most common species 

in both years were r. w, r. Z&&!E, c. furcatus and 

C. zinzalus. In blackfly collaotions, sampled using dry-ice- 

baited stioky traps or a combination of landing counts and 

weep netting, there was a predominance (r95t) of Eusirpuliun 

-adminisulum, an ornithophilic species; &h&lbm 

~e~enustm/veracundun complex and ~oaimuliu~n &&m were also 

present. 

Tabanids wee collected from five different habitat 

types: blacX SprUEe forest, fen, bog, regrll-ovrh and dirt road. 

Tabanid abundance was generally larest on the bog and road, in 

1988, and lcrest on the regrowth and road in 1989. In both 

years, tabanide were moat abundant in the fen. Factors 

affecting spatial distribution, includingdietanca from larval 

habitat, dispersal ability of adults and presence of nectar 

80urce8 01. hosts in a habitat are discussed, as well as the 



e f f e c t  of trapping methods en re la t ive  abundanse and species 

solposition. 

of t i e  fear most common tabanid species, r. and 

r. appeared t o  locate  tho t raps  more eff ic ient ly  in 

open habi ta ts  while r. and r. z h z a h m  were trapped 

most often in  a wooded habitat.  Clearing of foreeted land 

during elear-cut logging operations wi l l  l ike ly  muse  e s h i f t  

i n  speaiee compcsition from the preferentially sylvan species 

t o  those preferring open habitats.  

Blackflie8 were collected from three dif ferenthabi ta ts :  

fen, woods and regrowth area. These c ~ l l e c t i o n s  support the  

idea of habi ta t  preferences for  some species of b i t i n g  f l i e s .  

s i n c e  b lackf l ies ,  almost exclusively E u s i m l h  

BUR)BdmlnlEU1Un, were trapped primarily in  t h e  fen and rarely 

i n  t h e  woods. 
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