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whetg\er or not the Musl;ms of Bangladesh follow the. .

. of Hindu caste. Bit my research:indicates that the I '

N
and the unique featu_res of the stratification existent
- > : / . 3

e’ purpcse of 41

thcsls is 'to'smdy soclal . -
stratnlcatlon patterns among the Muel;ms of Bangladesh

The thcsls also alms at’ resolv}.ng the controvsrsy over

Hindu castesystem. “In fact most &f théguthors. who

write on Muslim stratification,hold that it iga ‘Fogm{ -

suslins of Eangladesh do not follow the Ilindu caste

systém,‘ rather they folluw closely e prlnclples .

of stratification prevalent in sarly Islamic Arabia,- . i
For instance, it 1s fcund in the investigation that \ 1 T (
the fundamental basls cf stratxf).c\atlon in Bangladesh ; ;
gs ‘well as«m early Islamic Arabia is the reckonxng ; '\
*af. nsbillty of descent. Moreover, data on the \
Bangladesh Mushm society show some distinctive features T
Which aré different Erch ther feature> foiné in Hindu % .
caste. For exanple, wnlike, l'mdu crste, Muslin strat-. :
“ification is flexible, wealth plays an important role

in Getermlnlnq social status,.and :here: is an. absénce

|of “any, purity- ponutmn dlstlnct;ons This .thesis

_lsc includes twelve case studxes £rom dl"ferent o

uth(prs. These ca’ses are re[lectlve Df the basis,




-~

arong the Yusiims of Bangladesh. The thesis has £yo

L~ : ;& -z .
basic conclusions: - {1) the Muslims of Basigladesh do.’ -

2 not foliow ningu caste model and  (2)" the application-

“of the concept of caste in studying the Muslin society




T TReE enesis, cr1c1nateﬂ from " paper’ ertten on

L o the Muslm cast in Indda for a’'course q].‘)r:n by o
: 7.

mp{essm» Aanan Tanner during my study here. It

. |
was Profsssor Tanner who Suggested that I write a .- - & . i
“thesig o the Bak iic of that paper: g 2 3 !
T would 1ne “to thank P—ofessors Geoxge Park and’ v

Rohert Baxakat for thelr valuable comments and suggest-—

;aﬁs o,n ny thesis. T wnu%d also like to thank’ Professox
oy o7, - ‘R. G. smles, mny thesls 5upervlsor, not‘only for his

N comments ang. suggestlons-bu\_ also for the mental 1

. &
o strength which. he provlded me onstantly urine

pjinful p:ccess of wrlting §

. K L. 7 The thésis is based op llbrary research, and, the ", =

bulk ‘of the: mav_enals were suppLJed by the inte¥-

11brary loan 5erv1c7e of Memorial Umversu:y of New-

fuundland 1 apprec;ated\ the help provlded ne by they”
4 T pecple *nvclved 111 -that servlce Thanks are algo due
“to ‘the Dean_of Graduate senases at Menorml br: P
7 Al Aldrlch who £inanced, my rescarch work. »at the o .
llbrarles of Harvard UnJVersl{y. B s B

hnany, I thank my friend, Miss Karen Szala,

wlthout — Sugqestxon ana enccuragement the\ present

thesis yould vt have e ghe.light of Gay. T am

o also grateful to hém because She took a lot of pam
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. Thus he states that '

Intraduction '
e

ion patteyns amory ‘the Muslins ‘of Banglddesn. '.In

this investigation an attempt ¥ill be made to resolve

fhe..controversy as to whether Muslim stratification
o "

P : o . N

patterns -are based on “the Hindu cajte model or follow

théir own lines. It hes been fopngthat most authors "

whd writé on Musli

¥ g ’ 5
stratification on the Indian sub:

ccntlnent (Eang,i deé?u . Ingia ané‘-Rakistan) contend

that u 15 a Form of Hmdu caste. For resolv1ng this

cortroversy W "Shall exdnipe caste, its mean).ng and

; essentlal feat

e's. In the following sect;on, T wilL

teview t)\e liens of some autharltles on “the® systen of

caste in’ Tndia. . - g B "

Enile ;Senart, & sanskxitié;,' ag\vqnced‘what has

A bt «
been called the gndo Europea ! He

theori® of caste

ac),x,;m ledges ciste's eRistence among the - Indo- European

races but. he h; ade * a\dlstlnctlon bstween Hindu

caste and the'asts found among the Indo-Europeans.

SScaste is clearly the. fruit
o B 5 o

7 the -Elindu mind" (Senart, 1930: 219). Elsewhere,

rcmarks that "The reason is that the organ)zatlon of

‘the purpose of.this thesis is to study stratificat-.

he:shows' the character}.stlcs ‘ofi this instifuElen. JHe. -




4

"the castes begone the'fodﬁdat«'oh of a, Veritibl

mem:cny, “each-one has

s parucular rank de;lneﬁ

by, rad.t ion or pablic opmwn, dra nth oné maintains g &

it'at all costs or ""rlvcs o advance itsel:

. a nan,m\lc,h 1% ETeLy chaxan_terlstlc of the gen@fal .

nature o

he' mscltutxon'ﬂ ()md ].8) I his dis- .

cpssiohi by de understccd thet castd emanatei £rom’
“ Hipdu religion. \Moreovcr, 1o other casté is comparuble ¥ Eel

to H:Lndu caste becausé of xts umquenezs

‘Celistin Dnugle also. expressas an. opmmn similart )

- to, Senart. -His conclusion negardmg caste gs chat the,

'f caste may. be found in other socxetxes bh\:

* featiires™

they. do not conétltute caste in actuality. He dlgo

regards caste as a umque lnStltuthn fur Ind;a and

Iinduism. I,n thls—contex‘t, he rema s,) "At, the very

ty tp a fevet-unkndin X X

“least u; Cpeneteafes xundu soeg

elsewhere. n: plays sume part in other Clvlllzatuﬂs N F ;
L i

but in Indla hes invaded the whole® (Hoogle; 1871t
2‘7)‘ te shous :hai; hereditary :sp'eciali;ativcn, hier
arcliical Drganuatlon ang reaspsocal repylsion in -
" pure’ fcrm can' be found in Ind:l.a .

Hutton is annthcr authority on caste who hold"

more or 1955 the same opinjon, that! is, that caste
in a pure sensé can be. fcund in Indaa ‘alope. -Bbk he

il matdtains chaclcastc in other varié¥ies ékists. . °




!

in. other Sdcletles as well. lv'hén applylng this term

to societies, Gutslde of Ind)al hc says cne mus

in 8 restncted sense.

we “can understard why he

In Huttcn s des:rlptmn, o

thinks that caste is the

a‘pp-mpriate term: in India cmly» He says that: ",.'.

caste appears to be an instxtutlcn of hxghly Cmﬂplex

roxigin, an nr;gm 50 ccmplex 1ndeed that m 1ts very

fatyre it nust be Timited to a single area; and .

c'hat,\;‘ﬁ‘o doubt, is why it is 'on1y found in India, -

-elsewhere:..Yet cas;e in

its fulvl_est, sa;nse, qas_te

£hat is, as e 'k‘ncv} it in India, ié &n exclusively

poihts to its Unigueness,

structg.re 15 devised for

" caste in Ingia" (Ihid,46).

Max’ Weber also views
inscitution of. Hinduisg’n”v
Leachi affirms that caste
Lhat *In the »wri’t'ingrs of '

ists the worg "caste. is

“Indidn Dhenomenon (Rutton, 1961:. 47)." he also -7

“par .,1culai’ly thai/rts/

thec

caste sj:yf is connection, he says that erO
compa)ea stitution to be seen elsewhere has any—

“thing 11’}\e completity, elaporation and rlgldlty of

casteras the ., .fundinental

(wéber, 1960: 297. Edmund

has two meaningd. He states

anthropologlsts and sacmlug-'

used 1n o différent senses.

mStioning of) the Hlndu




an cthinographic category, it refers to a system of’

secial orgénization peculmr to Hinda-India; 'but, as a

A sgclolog_ca. c¢atégory it may’denote any kind. of class

C structure of exceptional rigidity" (Lesch, 1860: * 1). E

B -+ . Louis Dunont in lomg lierarchicus. (1972),.reasserts the

views of the above authors.in stating that the basis of

iAe., caste. Ile has r\ade ¥ s |

Ingian spciety is, hierarchy,

- I a conjarative ;tudy Indian caste with western society,

* afidsfer Hin the bauq of westarn society is.egalitariasism,

ibike Lhe previous authors. he also mders,xand% "caste" oo

. toder esseruauy uindu caste.
There isanother group of dutkors who helieve in the

cross-cultural appnratmn of caste.’ Amonq these are, 4

‘socart (1950}, Nadel (1!354), [Bailey (1959), Herreman (19607,

Gouln (1971}, and Marriott and Inden’ (19741. 1 dp not: - J

think Aan 1nd1v1dual discussion.of the 1dcas of the above

th -{,1- wrltlngs l!‘hev all hold thaL castc is appllcable

e ~in “eross- cultural situats

‘but a‘L the sane tma-Lhey

2 . have, reccgnlze(\ the uniguendss of Hindu cast¥. More exn-

plic.ltly llPE‘l most of the authnrq d{rntlcncd abiove, they .

recognize ﬂ\e two cype{‘gic:stes iy -

F T

i . He " Ffomn,rthe preceding d)scussion, we c/'an seel chat sevEiais, g
. : o
sauthors have' taken” into consxderatlon the dual wadning of i

L P caile, hiedidihg ot Sdske in its pure sehse c_“:,m'he T

and in the limited semse can‘be - . -

found- among the Hindus,




" rénking and ti

Eosind? in othcr qm‘)r‘tle< whern excapticnal r)mdjty is

the uacys of noclal order: Ilowever, in the M:tmgs ofv

the ahove. authors, a defl lite consensus as £ the pro-

:5. of pure cdste can ba found m this thesis, the . . o

ver

term, "pure caste" will be understooe to mean Hindu casLe. .

The,clements of pure ‘caste are hierarchy, occupatlcnal

e

pt-ef.purity-impurity. Actually,

. these features reflect the four-fold division of Hindu

e

society, i.e.

1
i
hatriva, Yaishva and Sudra. E ! ]

It i¥ inportant to nbte that [indu cadfe is unigue be- ; - °

cause one cannot change his

status during his’ 1ife time.'
A Kshatriva cannot’ become a Brahmin,- and vice versa. This e B
is due tc a belief in Karma' (i. e.,\relncarnatlon), which \

SrE‘ems fram Hj_ndu rellgmn. I consideration of the above LE] T

-oamts, 54 draw the conciu:mn that caste is essentlally a’

. Hindu 1nst1tut10n and - is apphcable £o H:mdu society bnly

,'stratiflcatic" patturn;; 'L]o_‘t o[ the authors on Nuslir\ d

‘1lindu caste mosdel, "I assume that they have arrf‘vg:d P

becayse no oLher form or ’bast has such unigue and stron

ties to a* Dart‘lcular soc:.etv.

.
Wy pirpose hers,is not, however, to proWoryg a dis- . : {

cussion G[ caste )Vut Yather o sho” the. bnS]S of Muslim

Stra‘tlflcatlo'\ hold that the Muslims. of- Indla follow the

such 'a conclusion by viewing only the similarities which

muslin $tratification has with Hindu casté. This.may be

so beceuse in fact, among, the Muslims of -India, hierarchy,’




how.

»onh- .in a‘limited sense,

.such caste has a dual meanind;’ .H\:slj,m ,cast,e

i ta:.r-ly not te

“vineing

mutate the hindu caste system;
cla‘x

bears a seemxngly‘ 11her&wt contradxctxon. ‘For he st

" nads

- cndoga—u , occupational g!uup)nq\, étc., “can be fcund but e
. thc_ views of the a‘cve—ment)rme& athorities on Lastn

" Le put on the gane level as i‘1ndu caste, but rdther that

cbr\fuse{‘ vuth “pure caste 8

; Autho

Muslir strat1f1cat

,nor de Dumont Barth,

and 28ach sdbsfantlate inany satlsfactozy way their ’

nection we shau .exallune 4 statement’ by Leach™ which

JIn.a iozxpal serioe. Ao 'Guste! ae 1L GEGHEE
®in this velume should always.be taken to-
- have its e«:hnonrnphm Bindu mean.{nq. The
argangemént: in this book is that the first

- and-the longest essay describes a typical

le- of caste.organizaticr 'in Southern™
Tndia, The succecding essays then describe -
Jvariants of this pattern as they occur in -

Eha 1dsal Evos. LHbuch emek 6{ them has -
been :derived hmtor)cally from t]"e Hlndu "
mod=1 (Leach. 1960: )

If he considers caste in the ethncgraphic sense then

tan. he éa‘« that the Muslims Of Northwest Pakistan

pracuce cas:e, when he admits- that caste in that—agea

'slike senakt ant Uehe! ate, also vague in dis—- T

1£ ve.vant to L-.ake 1nto accoum:

.)he

-
~ceula navé to concludc that Suslim strat)flmtlon cannot

is cer-

Without giving any.con-"'

rea.,on Lhey mercly say /hat the Nuslm\s of rndfa ;

that Mushms uf India pracnce caste. « In thls con=




| T Furthe

here speclf;cally utl« r.he s.:at Pathan), that’ the

. lCElly frow the Hindu moael? for xample, Ledch never -
] ventures to lnvesthate whether or nQL the Musl1ms

" brought any t)pe of stratification principleg™with .°. . .- b

Vr—:m, T vied Barth as havlng 1naccn*aftely described-.

_not with ritwal or religion, ., for his i)l;rpose(s) :

.al¢hdugh the people of Swat, as Sunni Moslems, fall::

" of Llrd\.« caste sy*tenr' (Carth, 1960= 113] -
.

[’:mdu caste in the sense in w}“lch [t -is used by some

“iof thé" avthors cr{i.nc;zea _abov.e:

L, - M o .
differs from %he iddal type? If seems that in accord
#ikis % ol . :

with his previols statément.he sould be.seeinc it more.

frem the "sociological" point” of vi’ew, i.e., ‘as beihg B

a.society of exceptlunal uqnnty {op.giti, 12607 — S

how cant he Ubnera] A3 (I an concernod

Muslims uf Ncrthwes* hd !ustan derived caste hlstor— :

them from the birth place of Islam. In the same -

straLlchatLor\ among the Swat- !’athan as caste.  Jle

states that his "concern ds with social structure, ,.°

S L
far Gutsice the it foa, their system of social

stratification way meaningfully be compared:'te] that’

€ is ny opirion ‘that the undcrstandlng at s,r_rat—

ification patterns of Muslim society will not be

Eurthered but rathexr confused by the appllcatwn of P g G




“Relévant Literature

) Co'mp'ared to the bllllk of litéra yll]’e that is found"

on Hirau «caste, the liseratire on Maslin stratification
in the Indian subcontlnent is very, meagre% Bt a
recent trend arong the soclal sclentlsts is mcreasmgly

henomencn

centered around the study of this secial

in India,, AuLhors who have. studied th{problem,
howcvcr, do not- vary i their theme ‘to any great :
EXLent. ta majorxty of them state ‘that ‘the straufjcat~
“ion cxlstent among the Musllms is caste. 'They dve
'convmced that its essentisl Eeatures are borrowed
_ fxom the: Hindu caste system (Wise, 1896f .Talke,

_1914; »Tntus, 19307 Raghuraj Gupta, ‘1956; Mukherjée, "

1957; 'Ansan, 1956, - 607 Yascen, 1960; Aqgarwal,

1960} Lqech 196

Barth 19605 Eglar, 196

& Larma Ahiv\ad 1962; Intiaz I\hmad 1965, 66 and £33

Guha-, 19657 Beecf et al 1955 66 Gardezi, 1966

and. Bxxgutacharya, 1'973)‘. I o mot dea 16 necessary

to discusscthe ideas borne by the abote authors in-*

dividually neéaus'e a;general concensus can be found '

initheir’ ideds. It is inferesting to nate thaf they

all hold that the Muslinms of Indla follow Caste, but

at the. samE £ime they all admit” that in certain re-,

spects, they differ from the m\ndu B ovoich. They




have agreed, that ('1) unlike llindu caste, "Maslin
‘caste" is flexible, (2) a mobility frdm one-caste to.
. an-m:her is founil, and (3) the cohsideration of purity-
impurity, is not of grE'dL .Ln\'mxtanceA & T
e, a sr\all number. of " authors deviatd £rom
the above Vlewpolr‘ts Blunt {1931y "4 shows that orie

group of Musllns in_ India Qoes not follow the f1indu

I chste model: Théy aré the Ashrafhuslims who claim i
thair descent from Arabia, Parsia and Central Asia.

Ilé notes that, this group practices the Islamic

principles of eqali‘ta‘:iani.' But In the case of con-
verted Stuslins, he l;upport;; che*"&'m'wentional Jnotion
that they practicé the principlesof finds caste. Al-
though it can be said that he Foet ok cond npam‘hh
.anything str1k1hg, his idea carries nmfetheless‘ the
indicaticn that l:T\L Ashraf Musllms have dlf[cxent

stratification principles, thch are nod caste at all,

© We get another idea from lelu.r Khan~ (196H), who

has undertaken an empivical study spec;ficauy among

the kuslim peasantries of India, Bangladesh.(then =

Bast Pakistan) and Pakistan.-'than has gone a step

further than Blun

he subscribes ta he conventigffal
notion that the Muslims of India follow the principles
8 daste,.but, nevertheless he adds the mppreant. point . \

that, a]though thsy follow caste Structural Ly, they




“'aze not ‘totally unconnected wibij’ tha’stracifica.r.ion

- principles of the Musllms of, other countries, partic-

ularly of the Arab Mushm rations. Mattison. Mines

(1972)" in a recent article ngtes some basic contrasting

features between Muslin stratification and Hindu caste

which make them different structurally. For this

reason, he feels that the term *subdivision! should

replace the:term caste: ldwever, Mines, has raised

“some fundamental questio?é over the bases of the

difference between Muslim stratification and the. Hindu
caste system: He also points out some "inadeguacies

of the authors who ‘studied Muslifm stratification in

India. In 'this connection, Mins‘s state

. Wh.lle these differences between Muslln
and Hindu cafte organization have been : "
described several times, as. yet no one ] .
has  clearly shown basis of these dis-
tinctions. One can raise several
questions, all frustratingly unanswered.
What is meant when scholars describe
Muslims as being organized dnto caste-
like groups? WHat makes-them caste-
like and not-simply castes? Further,
what is meant when Muslim caste organ-

- izatior is described as looser and less
rigid, than the Hindu syskem?. Finally,
why is it' thatMuslim caste organizat-’
ion is looser and more flexible'than
Hindu caste orgamzatlo‘m « (Mines, 1972:‘

RIS £ SR .

In fact, Mines has raised some very thought-pro-
voking questions and also tries to provide answers as




7 welll Pirst, he fccognizés hat scholars o ha.ve

termed Mus]m s:raufxcauoﬁp trerns as-caste have
sxmultaneously shawq that caste “among the Husllms tends . .-
to be a variant of the Hlndu form- (as I have pointed’ c g

\‘)ut at . the beglnnan uf H’u.s di¥cussion). Te the?n .

drav.s attenhon to the mportant pmnt that none of”

tk*e autho:q ‘have i Fact explained clearly, why caste S
 among the Maslins is: d:iferent from that of the mindus.”

Second, Mines asks why the ahove authcrs do not term. '

it simply caste, rather than G i€ is bk liye" 3

IEAc

;Ansan, mste in “\DdlflEﬂ fcrmu: Imclaz

Ahmad, "caste analogqus 1 Zarma Ahmad, 'caste—l:ke"- %

and Eeech, ét al "caste-like groups", to name a £8w). < .

Mines' third question is why the above authors reSog-
nize that Muslin caste is looser and’more flexible o
than the: Hindu- caste without giving any ccnvmcmg
explapatmns or empirical- év:Ldem:eA . o

o B fact, I anm in, tatal aqreanem: with Mmes orr

v
these points. Ue not only asks some gerunent questlons

byt also ‘trjes to explain She Hanes 'oE these differences.

e ixas_' made the'unilateral explanation that Musline °
. stratification derives its basié Erom the Tslamic’

orinciples of social order, i.e., equality. . hus\has _—
been corroboratcd by a tendgncy which has prevailed :

among the Mushms of- India to increase theu individual




soc:bal status in the social hlerarchy. ‘his ceztamly

«can Le, seen £rom the operation.of ‘the e;alltarlan
'principles of Islam. Indeed, Minas has arrived at a
valid explafaticn but he has missed oné- very ‘dmgortant -
gacL, that 1;., e’ Ial‘ls to see that Musllm stxatlflcatlon

in Irdia has any connection. at “all with early Islamic

straLJflcatlon _pattérns.

ST the present dnvestigation, I will examine
whethér ot not Muslim stratification in éanglad‘esh .
follows the stratification patterns of early Tslamic )
RERBTS. JGE AEPSRTS LR Lhe Titratirs on The Wudlin

stratificationin. India, that none of the, authors '

have considered- the fact that Muslim strati-f‘i.ca’ticn
"m;ghc have some connebuion with,early Tslswic stratis
ification patEdins,
A'few words should be said about the slgﬂlfxcance

of the present thesis. With regard to overall research

carried out on stratification systems in south Asia,
Bangladash is Lhe least.studied area. Apart from

'thxs, Bangladesh is a predommantly HMuslim country.

Tn understan\llnq' the bases of social structure, it

llq very 1mp0rtant to kndw the dlffsrence ketween the ¢

Huslin 'caste’ and Hindu casLe. Thkls will further

redyce ‘the ambiguity of the cofimonly held notion that .

. P
‘MUslin stratification in India is an éxtensien of the




-3

= *, L u
7,

Hindu caste system or follows 1ts unique patte:

The»i:r‘esent study will also be a contrmutwn to
_ the meagre llv‘zerature available,. not. only dn Muslim’
sttatlflcatlon in Eangladesh but also on the Muslim
stratlflcatlon system of the Indian subcontinent in
gener§1 (Indla and pakidtan). 'In fact, the hter-.
ature on Musllm stratification in the‘ Indiar; sub;’- .
i cm\t:ment is very small as compared o the_ hterature’
avallable on thc Hlndu caste. An Indo_rog_lst has
esimated recently that over five thc\:\sa{nd‘studies
~have. already been done on findu caste a]one '
E‘Inally, mplmatwns for this stidy will not

be found in Scuth Asia alone but will-« have relevance

ko our understandmg of stratifitation patterns in

Muslm\ soclety m qeneral.
Regard:mg the organlza\‘:lon of the thesxs, it has
been dl\/lded Lnto five chapters. Chapter 1, is the

- introdugtion to. the thesis, Chapter- 2 deals with

social stratification patterns in early Islamic
: v T

Arabia, This chapter. is includsd Kere to jdentify..

. the baslc features of stratification. pattesiis pie-
valent in early.Tslamic hrabia to see whether or. not}‘ :
the ‘Muslims of.Bangladesh.follow these. features of
stratlfmatlnn.' Chaptcr 3 deals w1th somal strat-

ification pattersls amon the Muslims ot Bangmdesm
*

.v\"




n o!:der to nu:rcduce the reader to hackgxound infor-

mation on the Muslins of Bangladésh. Chap(:et 4 sin-

. cludes-some case sm}nes' from different emp].rl.cal

'works done mainly o ‘the Huslin stratification in'

B, nqladesh wkuch are re‘lective of the Muslm\ strat—

ifxcanon patte:ns. ) Chapter 5 dsals wu:h the swmary

_and the conclusmn of the thesis.




VLol s g B

c 1 B Y "' KOTES TO CHAPTIR %, "

: ‘Leagh is here making introdictéry comments ts a . S .- 1
coliection of essays written by several differcnt :
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-en 'th.'l.S -issue

. barbarians, freencm

stark

M “socidl btrat;fncatlon Fatteris in
* arly Islamic:arabia

falam 5sbaned on fhe prineiple'of égalitarianism,

Chefe is ample evidence to. show the importance of

equallty Le:ween fian, and man i’ Tslam. " The Kotan

"Her, Ve

says, ave created you from a male and a

oy

fcma]c and di\l.lded vou. 1ntc hations ﬂnd txlbes that °

you might’ qe; ‘to 'know one another. The moblest of

¥ © . «
you in Allsh's sight i& he who fears’ h:.‘m most"

(koran, 1966: 259). /'i‘,ne' Hadithl also abhor in:
aquality between man and man. Goldhziher e
...Islai’was 77116-(1 upon to e et~

fe’ctxu t!\e equal:tv ana fratermty of all men umted

in Islam. Is*am wes desigged to level all social

- e -
dnd’genealogﬂ:al differencep...and there was to he

noi)amtmcuon of zank in Islam, between Arabs .and

A

and freedar...were to be

_brothers in the communily? (Ummat) of Muhammad, the

. distinction between Bakr and Taghlib (Axap tribes) .

Prab and Deramns, were, to ‘cease ard Lo be brand as

.,pccaflcnlly J{‘d‘lll“ ’Coldzx]\er; 1967.

voh Gruebaum, ay author £s0f Ta¥am, shows Ehe

iifference botween the theory and what was

i




» ° these principals of stfatification operate

7
o Faedinad nvensly Talanie axahid. , HebnserveR. Ut
Zthis sonteesion e, Yele mustinty hersbuar Siaraty
with:his‘fellows in the, falth which is guirantded,
7 S0 té speak, by his riéht’to direct relaticnships
TR fils o, 068 Th A6 Wiy preclude blakorate
s gbeEL stratification systins within the ccmmunityi
of 7sian'. He continues, "The Mislims shafe to'a
very iHidh Qegres in the sensiételey apoutiiane . |
Not only is he rank conscious buf fie is kesnly con- -
cérned with expressing social distinction through a -
de1ica:e's§scem of g:iquecte"’(an‘c:unbaum} 1969:
1RT. The above remark leads us to-aseume that.
Muslim éoci;;;nis divided into different social groups.
In thé: following sectigy, an examiQatiun will be made

' af how stratification in Tslam is evolved an@ how
; lveds, 10
o

The discussion of stratificatiop ghéterns.in carly

Islamic Arabia warrants refererice to pre-islamit

Brabian social structure, gﬁa the social condiéioné
prevailing before the coming of Islam.‘uTbe_cohbensus
; among students of both' pre- and,pos"t—xsxaﬁic Arak’
‘societiessz Zhat ‘the scoialjstructure of these periods
was baséajoq tribalism, ‘and that same tradition was '
caveies BVer 1o 1EAEIY TEVARIELAOEIAEY: I ASFOASETEN

form. : Von Grunbaum clarifies the above matter. He




-

Y

cvpre.mc" the notion that Islam did not bring any ro-.
volutionary ciring mth'e existing ‘social patterns
desplte its dommitment to equality- betiiégr nan and,

man., " But polltlcal con‘-ldcrutlona did pot. permit’

Huhammad tt be firm"to his prlnciples..."while on the

one hand, Islam promoted égalitarjanism, on the other

hand ‘it strengthenmed -the traditiomal aristocratic

he’points. out that "...Islam itself has given rise

Lo a new set of criferia to grade and stratify society”

13bid, 1970) . s ;

arab soctety before the energente of! Talan Goks

o "Slsted of- several tribes, wu:h éach tribe mamtammg

commor ‘Leader or the recognltlon of common ancestor

“(Levy, '1957:" 531 1he reckonifia of ge

- deszent was consldered to be-very 1mporta

[ ’(mlnlng the social’ position of a'trive, family or #n

indivicual, (Baksh, 1948; cald,uher, 1966; Izutsu;f-

19663 Levy, 29575 iddiqi, 1958 Vsmlth, 1903;

59.'

" vén Gru'n»bau.ﬁ, 1 wétc, 1961 and Wolf, 1951).

/Goldz1her relates the Slgnlflcance reckening .’

kmsmp speclflcnlly to thc procf of gentile derbent

; or. genealogmal ties in Arab Society. ‘HE says that

he actual or‘fictiticus descent fro!n a commorn an~ "

proclivities" (Von Gruhbaum, 1969: 1§97. Elsewhere,. -
o A .

a loose connecm.on wlth its klndred eLther through a By

in dever~ |
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cestor: yas “the - symbol of soclal morals, the measure

i . by’ whibh.people were~ valued. Wéh WG GoUTA.HO.eRuE
b . ke s

of ancestors worth mentlonlng were despised, even if

they hvcd 1n Rrab terutorv and spo]’e “the I\rnbu:

manguage...’” (Goldziher: 45). He also mentiods tha

i - . most hrab tribes #laimed thoir ultingte -ancestors £ro
S : i -~

two s'tpcks. Dunlop quoted from Abn Qutayba says t}*aL

pronhet Vluhalmned ki

B ¢ -, aécdording-to Arab tradition, The

who, died in'a.D. 632 'was’twcnty-one or "tyenty-Lwo

. * 4 (generaLlons remcved from Adnan, the ancastor of Rorth -

Aramanq, and ndran himself was nine generatjons re-

ftoyed” from Istwagl and tan f-r!)mv?\braham. on the

¢ other hand, South Arabian’ descent reckons thiirty-twg
“ e gendrations from Cahtan to moah? (Dunlop, 19711 3.

Besides the 1rrportance of ni

ba or gentile name

in geneaolbgles (‘im) ‘h, 1903‘ 5)7 priori&y is given

5y

» to hasab or CJCC Fof ancc_utors (Goldziher "19662

. 48) ;;am‘q ruwa _<good deeds of ancestors) (Ibid)

in d'é’,cermi.ﬁing social status. It should be horne.
| if mind shag mot all tribés, could claim a gentile

Gescent. Onlv mhemted famd and mhqutcd merit

;4

bestow the proper conflrmatlcr of*lineages. ‘For this,

*" réason, a man who cannot boast of ancestors Lrlcs

£o connect his lincage, to l’\lShﬂ or gentllr‘ nare

)

47). Roperflson Smith mcptl‘ons that this




& A

20 ="

the insertion c,‘ "dmnmy arcestors (Smth' 10).
Prub tribalism is also'centered arou.nd’tn.bal
aueg:.ance and ‘the .\nstxtutwn of pa:rou-chenr. re-

1gtmnshxps. . Tribal alleglance is by far most :meortant.

To be tribeless is to bé an cutlaw. An individual can

“‘hot survive without being affiliated to a tribe, it - '«

Ais the duty of that tribe to protect the individual
from outside- aLtack. The numerxcal stxength of the

trlhe ana wrategu posltlon Dccuplsd by it deter-

mines 1ts p Wer ‘and pZEStlge. To augment® the:r
numbers, Arabian tribes take stzangerS'as clients

(maw]ﬂ pl. mawalx), NhD may exthe. be a freeman or

2y
nt stands in relatlonslups

e (siddigi: 10)._ A c]

% 2
of dependency, called jiwaf, £o-the patzon or pro-
tector. The patron-cuent relamonsmps involve a

tieof ritual kmsmp (WQI . 335), and is initiated

through an cath (Toid}. .Though thécreticaly,’a -~ .

.client should be placed’ ff“an equal position with a,
fu‘ll-;nemher according to tradition, in actuality, he
" fiever: atkaiid that position: vatt mentions that in
a trlbe there are various dependenks who are consxdered
tc be inferioxs (Watt: 150)(. Wolf, guoting a’ pre-
'Isl‘amic'.poet, vl'.erms“vthe'distinctioﬁn betyeen depend-

ents and full memhers as cousins of .the same stock ®
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. i of b:.rth and a ‘cousin “knit by.an oath (Wolf:: 335),

He again points out that ,.A.cllents, called sousing

. by oatli, .aré cuntrastnd w],th cousins by birth"
i (Ibld) He ‘further fentions that some patron-client

re;at]hn§h1ps were transformed into éxploitive’ re- - .,

Clatichships, particularly in tl\e hands of Meccan

e By o Duraysh aristocrats. He argues that rthe stro}g

cont ‘behind) prophot Muhammad's deprecation of in-

eguality in hlam is due €o extrene social distance

% betw‘een the Quraysh patron and . thedr cllent (Ihld)

B BT WO Tt-should be mentioned.here that satron-client re:

\. latiomships did not reach,sich estremity amovg the

tribgds scattered in the Arapedesert (Ibid, for detail

Sl " see Wolf).: This patmn—c‘iient‘xelat'ienshipvhad taken
. & different forn soon after the emexgence of Islad, -
A as such Arab and mawall relatlonshlps weré the modlfied

version of paLron—cllqnt relatioiships of pré- -

& Islam.l Arabla. We shall discuss th15~polnt later.

Although Télan am\ed at doing avay with all the

pre-Isianic pragtices, it-could not cuskeed in weediny
~

a, ha 'b and

§ them, ofit. Pre Islanic practlces of n

. N
v g '-mur swwa re-emerged in Islanic Arabia for dstermining

o 3 scclal position of an individual famly or a tribe.

as'for instance, the, BEODHRE Muhammed besldes his

Puraysh’ nlsba and hasab has added more attract).on:to




"ér the prophet's line

his“lineage through his’ persenal murugwa. <Levy'ap—

propnatc_ly says that ”Far from destroying the regard

-paid to heradq‘tary greatness, the effect of the prophet's

own success vas td cPeité a new obje’ct of vaneratiop
smenget B peobie Tn Vo Giel B ed Eu pag Nomage fo
birth'yas stréng. lenceforward, kinship with hin was
regarded as the tcuchstonc of true noblllty and even
the sllqht degree of relationship o him ¥hich vas
ssipe e e membr‘rshl.p of Nis tribes-that of

‘Quravsh——was regzrded as a patent of high distinction.

it came to be sald that no women of the prophet's trlhe

could be slave, cgrtamly no male OuarashLe could
‘e a'bondman (Levy: 56). In the- same vein, Von
Grunebium points out” that Islap brings with it new
principles of social stratification in its wake.

lie .also shows how these principles are in‘operation
in Arah society. He remarks, "Thus, there was added '
to‘vthc pagan nobility of descent of Xshraf, nobles,
1488 SEente clan, OF (hiE Eribel

the’ offspring cf the Mecedn companion$ of migration,

pahaiifum, and nis medinese helpers, Ansars. Through-

out ‘the Abhasid empirn the Hashimids, the memBers

of the prophet's family, enjoyed £inancial privileges .

" (Von'Grunebdum: 199). Smith mentions by quoting

Sprenger that- Caliph Omar I revitalized the practice
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) .
of genealogical impoftance in respect Of pay distrib-

‘Wkidn and pemsion. This gave impetus to the 1mp0rtance

Of donnecting kinship with the prophet’ either real or

imagipary. He maintains that "The backbone of the

system was the pedigree of the prophét...every con-

nection, rebl dr imaginary...into prophet's stemma..."

‘(dmith:: 10). in this way, Karim observes, "Islam
introduced a new type of social stratification, in
which the highest, were thosé.who were closest to the-

prophet of Islam thiough bléod, faith and geogtaphy:

" puring the tineof Caliph Qmar I, "the above principles

were ‘fo'lvlo_wed, i.e., the procllvltxes towards inn
dquality.in rospett Of the d_xstrlbutlon of state money.

A% s'u'ch he “(the 'cauph omar 1) placed hysha (the wife

"Gf the prophet st tho head ‘of the list and 1sslgned

* her an annulLy of 12 DOO dlr’ham .,and anyone else who

“ceiyed:

had‘enjoyed the special favouz of the»prophe‘t,_ 2

n exceptronally hlgh “annuity. {Karim,
1961: 127)

Althougn Caliph Omar T stressed equality) he

as

not ready to accept in matters of Iullglous falth woa

that alv were on equal fcotxng. For exampie, he

said, *"T wil) ndt Wiake him yho. fought agains£ the
prophet ‘the’ equal of hun that fongl-t Wlth him\ (Levy-‘

.57). Desplte the teachmqs -of - Pslam; which preach

against qenealoglcal pride, the Meccan “Quraysh




aristocracy took the leadership of tﬁe'néy-fslmnic
community. Such a notion of aristoeracy prevails if
the Muslim world even today. The noblest of-birth
therefoie, is a person who can claim a real or fic—
titiods line of descent ffom'the.prabhétw ;next'akg :
those who can clain descent from hisvolan, i, Lein.
Guraysh and so on (Ravim: .'123). These ptinciples nct
only remain in vogue in Arabia buf also spread to
other Muslim countries. Goldziner cites further

* examples regard1ng this matter. %he‘Négro Muslims
of Africa make an effort tc sonnect. themseives
qenea;oglcany with the Arab people, The traditions
of .the Dornu represent tlieir pre-Tslamic rulers as
being descénded Exom South Arabian heross. Fopalai
legend and etymology §how.rail orgies of 1nventmn 3

" in glVlng effect to this asplratlon which is, so>wlde—

.spread among the. 1owsst nations of .Islam"; observes
Goldziher (Goldziher: 135). 1In a similar way;
principles of Muslin stratification are’at work among
theé 'Muslins of Bangladesh; Indid and Pakistan in
determining social status. As we will see, claimants
of dascent £rom the prophet, Muhammad and Arab are .
cansidered tq be noble-born. -

Soon after the eméfgence of Islam, the established
patron-client relationships, chQinued But in a-different




A

full-blooded free Bedouin tribasme

g :
form, Relationships between Arab and non-Arab Muslims
had taken the form of previously, practived patron-:.

client relationships of pre-Islamic Arabia. Levy

- femarks in this vein "Once 'Islam was adopted by

.pecples beyond, the confines of Arabie, the ordinary-

“the saian, .,
inkvicably regarded hinssit ‘as_(s;:zpe}ior of new foreign’ '
converts. 'so the inhabitants of Arabia as a whole
refused to consider CHPEYEREES IBSINSTHG AEYE ESES R
spite of their demand’of ‘their com‘nén faith that social
and genealogical inegualities were to e wiped out...
(Levy: 57). Goldziher shows that the distinction
between Arab and non-Arab appeared because extensive
Muslim conquests among alien non-Arab raced resulted

in a.large scale conversion to Islam and these people

‘were eventually inccrpora&d into.a purely Arab

. family or tribe by affiliation., For this, the work

mavali’ was' usedy w‘hick_l was transformed to mean the-
opposite 6f "Arab by descent'., Distinction was main-
tained between a true Arab and neo-Muslim or mawali,
although the latter was assimilated into an Arab
Ehibes, Mavaly Wete looKed Lpod 4s inferior by the

Bvabs, and even.less respectful modes ,of address were '
raks, P K

" uBed in reference to them (for details, see¥Goldziher,

Levy, and Von Criunbaum).: Goldziher describes not




only the aristocratic prejuditce of the. Akabs itowards
mawali: but also the envy and,jealousy:of tfe -Arabs

against the intellectual and the material achievement: ..

of

sorted to the practice cf concealing, Seheirova Ldentxty

in order to improve their lot.

ones, even claiming fictitous Arab genealogies for
themselves (Levy:' 60). This practice was not only
confined to mawali or Persians but also spread throudh-
‘out the Muslim world.
thae Sven conparatively Lary i SusroEy GF TSI,
entire peogle sought to, enhunce their status in the -
eyes of the Muslin world by/claiming kinship w,\th
“the.Arabs of Arabia, and providing themselves with
Atab ancestry”
' fourd among’ the huslins of Bangladesh,

pakistan. * In this comnection, Levy states:

£he: mawall ce’im'ziheri ;

Because of “the sociz

Aiongst the huge Muslim population af’
Pakistan and India...who are by tradig~
ion the upholders of the hereditary
principles of Tslam, the class of
Saiyids is an important onc. As else-
where they trace degcent from the
prophiet's grandson Husayn and form

a distinct group:..Rather lower.in

the scale of honourfis the class. of
"Shaykh .. {who} claim descent from the

Levy cites how the

Jbersian neo-Muslims changed their. names to Arabic

Levy remarks "It may be added

(Levy: 60). This prctice is alsd

Irdia and

T



first two caliphs or fxém Abbas the. '\
+. prophet's uncle. Other honoured :,
.. classés are also the Afghans and . |
* Jughals- (Moguls) , pez“g—‘rsons of -foreign J -

a_g_escent whose privilgged position is™ -+
due to their being by origin natives
‘of and nearer than India to’ the i
+souraee of - 151&5\ ('!bxd 2y . 2 e

‘In the following chapter, we will dlscuss in detaxl
the scx:xal stx:atifxcatmn patterns~ exxstem: vamonq the
Muslims of Bangladesh._ N = o

A




-“felloW feeling. For example, Ummatu 'Isd,” the
. people of Jesus, Ummatu Ibrahim, the people of

_longingness to Umma is marked. Arabic word-

‘A revelatlon from God-in the language of prophet

‘several rallglous eraaytions nile bucdedbed th

NOTES TO CHAPTER 2.

Muhamma

creating in their folldwers a strong sense ‘of

Abraham, and Ummatu fuhammad, the peoplé: of
Muhanmad. BuE.In Islaw, a strony sense of be-

Umma, is often Ereated today as synonymous with

. hation but the Islamic Umma:is considered .more

thap a‘nation, in either the Roman or mederh

© sense.. What is the most significant about the

- Press, 1971

Umma -of Muslims 'is that it transcended national
and tribal loyalities rooted in the ‘accident.,
of ‘birth, .and i$ a community of believers, -
bound together in a brothexhood more vltal than
that of blood:

From ‘the Arabic work jahal which means ignorance.:
Pre-Islamic Arabia was called Jahiliya.by the
theologians for its ignorance of rellglous truths.

Bujra shows in his monograph on, scrac1flcatlon

-patterns 6f South Arabian town “an interesting

fact regarding the reckoning of descent from 58
Adnan.and_Cahtan by the two dominant groups of
Huraidah.” . For details see Bujra (The Politics,

of Stratlflcatmn, A _Study of PohtlcaI Change
In a South Arablan Town. OXLOT: t Clarendon
Fress, 1970, ¢

From the Arabic word nasab which means family,
‘race, and lineage. 'the- “tem, .in'its legal sense,
is generally restricted tolthé descent of a child
from his father, but it is sometimes applied to
descent from the mother, and is generally em-

‘ployed’ in a larger sense to embrace other re-

lationships {Hughes, T. P., Dictionary of Islam,
New Jersey: TReference Book Publishersy;L1965; .
pp. 430-131). s -

bujra confirms this fact 1? his. recent, stranfm— i
ation study of a Southern Arabian town. In tHat

Cod




Skuis heehows haf the descendantelof the pwaphec

! Muliammad are given the highest position in:the

society. The lowest positiop’ i's enjoyed by the'
local ‘péople who ‘Tan neither claim descent from,
the. prophet nor Erom a gertxle one, For detail
see Bujxa, 1971, - - E

The" followlng enic -model of the slims’of -
Bangladesh has a similarity with the..above state- -
ment.” This example comes from my own experience.
When I was a student of sociology at Dacca Uniye
ersity’ in my very Tirst class there the professor

-asked all the students individually about-their,

descent. Among' the students, a few said that, ;
their forefathers were the descendants of Muhalnmad
and were directly. from Mecca, another student -
claimed himself to be a descentant of Muhammad
and with his ancestots coming directly from
Baghdad. The rest claimed descent from autsxde
India.  It.is interesting to_not

claimed descent from Northern Indla.
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Social StrhtiFication Pat terns dmong
4T The MupIies:of Bangladesh

LA Bript nistorx of Baﬁcladesh:

. war mth _he then “aklstan 's milltary rulers. . The E

arpa wlu.ch cons LJLutes Eangladesfh r\cw, ﬂunng the

British. Raj was: knéWn ds Bastern- Bengal, ° aph after
{ oh B ds-ndin

the 'p‘arti" 5 of " Ehe qubcontmeni: mto Paklstkn and/

Indlun Un cn ‘:Ln 1947 became the Eastern part of

Pakistan.. The Gountry has ap.area of 5526 sg.” . .

es, \uth about 75, mllllnn peopWe It is onie’ of
. the host uensely pnpulated (_uunt['e< 3¢, the. world.
'B‘angladesh shares her border vmth-the Unlcn of

Furma on Jthe 5outheast, Bay of Benqal to the Sotath;

“and-on:ghe other aicew facos Indlan terrltory -

.Banglade%h ig a " rivertife. contry. The major rivers

bei

the norih-and merge, then fan out across the f£lat,

dllpvial countryside to form’a delte with 2 complex

1974 '16).

7 'JE counLry conslst-; ‘of three admlnlstrative

Tthe ¢ Cangm and the Brahw,&puua whichk £low fromr 57




0

a

. ;ﬁy the, fronner Klngdom% af samacata {the delta of.

.i{Kahir, 1958%" 2

. - 31 -

‘divigions--Dacca, Ci—xi"tagcng,- andRajshahi. And,

again \‘:hese dlvmwns are divided dnto 19 ‘districts.
Distrives ate also further divided into subdlvlslons
powever, \Bangladesh is.more precisely a ccunLry of

villages: . there are about 62, OUD-VJllages, and more

than B0%-of the populatlcn llves in the village areas'

’dn,pendmg on agmculcurc Moxeover “more ~than 802 of

Lhe population are husllms which’ T\akes Bangladesh
the second largest, Musllm country in the wnrld.
The ‘u;im,e.senqal ‘ot Bangala is 'derived from the’

ancient deltaic

-mgdom of: anga or Banga. However,,
‘tHe' early history of Berigal. rengins shseiss Bl
the 3):@ -century B. C when it formed part of the

extensive “iaurya empue ‘{nherited by Asoki. We- get

a tht 1n tae Mahahharta (‘hat thls land was rela{')’va-v

ly free from the soclal ard rellquUS orthodoxy

') Bt bre ccuntry plunged intod
anarchy scon after the décllne of Maurya power. SIn

‘the’ ath centm’y A.D., it-bocame d part, of the gumxe

empire of Samidra Gupta, to whom tribute ves pald 8

‘£he. Drafmaputra), I seems also that Harsha; empire

"(a7D. 606- 847) included Benqal as well &5 the deltalc

regiofs of Samatsta. But vary llttle is Knows dftcr.

tibdeath of arsha and” the -rise df Fala.pover in the




sccond half of tho §th century. It'1L

aid that in'
that period, amarchical situatiofis ére’vailed all over
Berigal. The Pala dynasty ruled over Bengal ExoH ‘the
° seconé half of (hE 8Eh centiiry tothe 1»m; century.
During that ‘time,> the Palas: werc confronted with

pany foreiga.invasions such as the powerful Gurjeara-

Prathiharas or Kanauj and the Rashtrakutas. of the .

Deccan. The Pala’'Kings were Buddmsts and 80 were
' the majoru‘.{ of the popula,mn of Bengal ‘ This fact
is alsd testlfled by the Chinese pngnms, Fa-Taien

in ehe:5th century and nsuan Teafy i tho 75h céntury;

They found the Budnhlst renglon preva:hnq in

Bengal, kut it was already engaged..in a 'fierce stryggle
with Hlndulsm. In the 12th century, the'Palas were
ovérthrown by the Senas who were the champions of
Hinduism. * pg;ugular_ly of ValshnaVlsm {Ericy, ‘Brit. :

123 474) .

indus; and during their rule

Thi Senas were

. Buddhism was actxvely dlscouraged .The best remembered__

kirig OE this dynasty is Edllal Sen ‘who .reordanized

1

| tHe caste. systen and introduced kulinisw! among the

Brabmins’, .Baidyas, and Kayasthas

dynasty came to an-end with the  wuslim .conquest

oF Beigal. It is said that Muhammad Bakhtyar Kmlu,

an 'able general of Muahammad Ghdri drove gut Lakshman

. However, thé Sepa




Sena ';heﬂ last king of the Sena dynasty with his 17

-followers bet\:.'een 1199’and 1202 {(B(D). N 4

Bak'ntyar Khil.j‘s invasion marked the introdu¢tion
of Musllm rule in Bengal. The Musllm anaSlOn met

reslstence in*Bifiar, but not in Bengal, - Gaur of

" Laknauti, vas made the capital of the neéwly conquered

: :erxm’)xy; From the beginning of the 13th century

to the British conquest.of the province in 1757,

Bengal remajned under Muslim rulé, at times under the’

* governors acknowledging the suzerainty of the Delhi

_ independent.

Sultans, but most of thé time remainin

Bengal was part, of the Tughiug empize, bt the. decllne

~ of Ye Tughluq dynasty anableg its rulers to procla;un

‘theirvindcpcndcnce‘, They ‘c‘cﬁtinued €0 assért their

1ndependence until 1540, at whlch tine' the prov:uu:e N

was conquored by the Mugul emperor, i\kbar, «Af 1576,

Jiowever,, Migul adm1n15trat10n continued, until tha '

arrival’of the British in Bengal {Ibid).

._' *Muslin rule in, Bengal hrouqht a mass conversion.

o Fslame” Mukherjee :emarks, "...m the wake of .'
Muslin Conquest the zeal of conversion to Islam wag
felt in Bengal socibty, the people of East Bengal & .

‘yere converted in great najoru:y (Mukherjee, 1972:

256)“ Gait acco\mts for 'some of the causes of “this.

conversion, ne states:
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In spite, however, of the fact that casas
of forcible conversion' were by no means rare
it seems probable that very many of the " S
ancestors of the Bangal Muhammadans: volunt-
arily gave in’thégr adhesion to-Islam. The
advantages which that religion offered to :
persons beld in less esteem by the Hindus- A
. B have already been.pointed out, and.under ‘
e Muslim rule there was no lack of pious pir
. i and Fakirs (holymen and religious (mendic- L
\/ /" ants) who devoted their lives to gaining
: converts té the faith. There were special .
reasons which during the early years of. < .
... . the Muhammadan supremacy, made conversion, S
e - comparatively edsy. Although the days
i . when, Buddhism was a glowing faith had ,
e long since passed,: the peoplg of Bengdl .
% were still to a gréat extent Buddhistic, = e
and ‘when Bakhtiyar Khilji conguered Bihar '
and massacred the Buddhist monks as-
sembled at Odantapuri, the common people, 2
who were alfeady lukewarm, deprived of P .
their priests and teachers, weré easily .
attracted from their old form of belief,
.some ' to Hinduism and'others to the creed ..
of Muhaimmad. - Thé higher castes probably 1
found their way back to Hinduism, while 2
the non-Aryan tribes, who had, in all .
probability, never been Hindus, preferred .
the greater attractions cr Islam (Gait, »
1902: 171) ,

Muslim rule also saw Variod§L religious movements

. like the neo-Vaishnava movement which laid great

enphasts upon the Bhakti (fevotisn) cult ana the

« Vaisimava Sahajiya with its strcnq Yogic-Ta

d bias. o
d Fy With the decline of Hogul power during the(_y!rst Ty e

[ . half of the 18th century, the provincial governors PR

Started to .assume an Jndependent &ttitude. 1In 1751, & | %o
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Murshid Kull Khan, the VJ.CerDy of the three prcvlnces

of Benqal, Bihar and Orissa, was overthrown by Ali

Varai Khan, a subordinate’in charge of the adminigirat

ion of Bihar, Howaver, Bengal lost its independence
and trapsferred to British hands vhen ALl Vardi Khan's'
. g"randson Nawab sira‘jud'—daula lost the battle of
.Plassey in 1757 with the British General Clive,

In this way, British rule was introduced into

Bengal and later it.spread all over India. British

rule continued until 1947,

" During the British regime, the Dengali Muslims,
were aliendted from the Eengall Hindus. The iéason
"For this is.that the Muslims were dehberately e
criminated against in the fleld of administrakion
and,civie organization as well as in the eéonomic
activities pertaining to the interest of thé Fast
" Indian Company and its officials. A — thie
sBriedoh Tooked upom Musiiny WEbh suspielon ss main”
representatives of the previois rulers, and on the -

other hand the Muslim aristocracy pursued a policy of

aloofaess from the company’s astivities.. Consequently

they retreated to obscure stations or disparsed in
the countrys;uie, losing their position of leadershlp
in society which previously they had held along with

their Eindu counte?:pérts (Mallick, 1961: 27-65;

‘ E e




Qureshi, do6a: 200-216)

’l‘ha Hlndus on the other hand, were' Eavouzed by

ehe British who helped them to attain siperior -

" economic positions in the sdeiety. 'Lhey also approp-

. . rlatcd almost all the facllltles avaxlable for educa-

“tion and from which even the wealthy Muslins kept

thenselvés away on various grounds” (Mahmud, 1895

53-54,75,.147-148).; These factorb caused the Maslims’

to identify 'th'ems'elves as a separate community. The
feeling of be).nq a separate entity by the Muslimg:
is sighlflcant because it laid the Foundation for
the creatibn Of Pakistan, the separate homeland for
the Muslims 6F the Tndian subcontinent, a

» The British_patronagé_’helped to cr;ate a strong
indleLcTass ThoRyTENS HiRAGE. O ENELAENEE HaREs.
we 'do not f£ind the development of a middle class
among the Muslizs until the bgéinnmg of che,zuth‘" :

century. The developmeént of the Muslim middle class

‘i5 largely due to the major shift in the British

‘policy ‘towards the:Muslims Gf Béngal. The British

changed. their pro-Hindy policy because of the anti-
Beitish policies held by the Hindus in the Sepoy & -
Y participation of the Nindus
in the national m‘ovements‘ from the 1890's. However,

the Myslims of Bengal took advantage of the British
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“pro-Muslim policy to resbver their status and position

in the, scciety. The leaders of the Muslim community

% o
- persupded the government to offer special facilities

‘Hindu middle cldss. Mukherjee remarks,

for education and jobs for the Muslims. A'Muslim
middle class thus began to grow in Bengal, especi'a'ny
Zrom the béginning of the' presemt century (Karim,
1961:. 147-150). . ' ’

reswitiTe L ENs SEAEY Mudriv RISATE BISES FElE

insecure in competing with the already estaBlished

he urban

population, the educated -gommunity; ianded intersst,
and the bureaucracy. of Bengal, were still predomin-

antly Hirdu!. He continues, "In the circumstances,

the Bengali Muslim middle class envisaged a guicker !

and easier way for furthering its interest, by
respondifg to the call of the-All- Tadia Hoskin
League which! was steadxly ‘gaihing Etrenqth thh its

demands for a ,Muslini homeland” (Mukherjee, 1972:

: 269). .

Hovever, the Huslin Leagye ander the leadership
of Jirnah was 1nstrumentﬂl in .the creation of "Pakistan,
Tn 1947, Pékistan'wss born with fhe Mudlin populous
"UEEEE OF e Ipman Subcontinent.. Bengal Became two.'
provinces of tyo‘ states; West Bengal to the Indian-

Unien and East Bengal to Pakistan (Mukherjee, 270).

Las
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Soan after thé creation of Pakistan, . the: Bengali
tusling began to pove vy Promrichhy than tovirds
the west Pakistani Muslims, because they found that
West Pakistanis began té exploit them in the same
mannergthe British and the Tindus did in the past’
(Lambert, 1969): In.fact, the breakaway of lakistar,
is largely due. to the poiiéic’al, econ‘omic’ and

cultufal dominancé by the West Pakistanis upon the

Bast Pakistanis.  Pelitically, Fast Pakistan never

got a chiance to rule Pakistan inspite of the fact
that the East Pakistanis formed the majority;

economically, East Pakistan'earned the maximum °

_amount of foreign exchange and the najor portion of

that money was ‘Spent in West Pakistan; culturally,
West Pa)ustan1s continually trled to dcr\lnate,
the best example gf sudh an attempt was the plan to

make Urdu as the only.state language of Pakistan

by supressing Bengali‘lani‘guage" which was spoken by ’

563 of the population.’ But the attempt to make Urdu’

as the only state language met with vlolent prctest,
s 51EA was rrea Ghiing plse e February, 1952,

The above’ factors with the language movement gave.

" pirth to Bengali nationalism'in the rudimentary form,

which after two decaces cu1m1nated ,into the mdepend-

ent Bangladesh Movement. (Y




_sources " ER

Written mat‘eriéls on the iMu_slim society of Bangladesh
afe very limited. Social scientists, partioularly
social historiars, anthropologists and sosiologists face
great Wifficulty in pursuihg research in this area,

The author here atteémpts fo laok at social stratification
patterns among the Huslins of Tangladesh Fa—
anthropological point. of view. . . - . )

Most of the data available were collected long .
before the birth of Bangladesh. Therefofg,‘in most
magew, darErviLT: Gever the whdle of hengal. it s
important to méntion here that the province of Bengal
underwent a rapid change in political houndar,y‘ £oe. et
last century.” However, we will try kto Xeep our range
of study.within. the goographical bodhdary of then Past

_ Bengal which is no Krfown as Sangladesh.
" bhe present stidy aims at synchmnic'stm of

’ stratification patterns anong.the Muslins of Bangladesh,
It is very dxfflcult to a/pproach such study from a’
bfstoifenn popne of vxew/ because’ €here ‘is little or

no hLStOrlcal matenal avallable in that area. In our

investigatien, we will” use two klnds of materials,
Firstly, the’reporps and accounts of the British ad-

- ministrators|which mainly déalt with administrative
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and xsvenue BT but which also tell ;on.v\ething_:
about the Muslq;m soclet_y of Eengal‘ In addicicﬁ, the
| Genstises of Indla/axe a 'rich Bource of study in whith .
‘;a deliberate attempt was made to.register the exlstlng

‘caste' and 'class' divisions prevalent among the
Muslims and ﬁinéﬁs of India. ' Thesc reports contain’
valuable et;ﬁ/nographic' mace’xials._ The second type of
information is based on pure ethmography. These ethno~
i é'raphical data are ths results of the few anthropological
and sociological .studids done on village life of
Bangladesh. ’ .

T‘he ovks G British adininistrators, althpugh
sketchy, nevertheless provide us-with 's'c;me information
on the contemporary societ‘y, Thése include Such
aithois as Martinn(wss)‘, Fisher (1840)) Hunter (1875),
Grant (1889), Hamilton (1833), 0'Malléy (1916), Playne

(1917), vas (1911), and Barton. {1874). Among the

aithors mentioned above, Hinter's Statistical hecount’
of Bengal and O'Malléy's District Gaszetteers are
-detailed but descriptive. In addition| Jack's Economic

Life Df a Bengdl: Dlstrlct and yise's NHotes on Che Races,

Castee’ and’ Trades of Eastesn Bengal are informative. = ‘

Jack's effort was to wrivte a social -history of the
.district of Faridpur. His study is:the first of its
kind which ‘studied the class.composition of the district
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‘¢ " froti.an economic point of viéw. on the othel hahd,
Wise endeavours to study the existing races, castes ' |
and trades of Bastern Bengal. fiis vork is alsq da-
- scriptive in nature, but nevertheless gives a good
‘idea about the 'caste’ conositioA'existent Both
among the Muslim and Hindus of Eastern Benqal
- No' sources are more relevant than ‘the Census
‘Reports of India for.studying stratxflcatlon patterns
among the Muslimé of Bangladesh. In those reports,
particular attention was given to récord the data on
fcaste' prevalent among the Hindus and Muélim§ of
india. Very'little information on Muslim stratification
is available in the cepsus reports of 1872, and 1891
But' ih~cénsgs of 1901 .an exhaustive treatment of
ituskin 'castE" ‘was made. The Census of T8dia con-
. . tinued its-efforts to record data ‘on.'caste' till
4 the CEnsus of 1931

We have mentxoned the avallablllty of a handful’

of pure ethnographies on the Muslim society of

Bangladesh In this regavd the works of Karim

(1961), Mukherjee (1945), F. R. Khan (1962), lelur
Khan (1968}, Beztaccl (1969, 70, 72), and Islam (1974)
¥ are; important. I » ’




a_Bengal District (1916) and:Huntex's Annals of Rural

Limitations. of Data LV I K

" The British administrators'-igvestigations were: ;)

of general type.’ They wrote about both the' Hindus

and Muslims. It is interesting. to.note that most of

“their discussion-on thé sogiety éovering the Muslims

“dnd Hindus originated from their investigation of

 wévenie and adminjstrative problems. They did not L o
¥ ahe i dnteig e study of the socipty since they

ware not’so ‘oriented. such riters include Hamilton

(1833), Fisdher - (1840), Burton L18:_I4), Hunter- (1875),

&nd’ bthers. No doubt the above authors provide )

little infor‘m’aticr’x on either th‘e Muslims or Hindus.

Particularly, description r‘egardlng the Muslim society’

is .very brief and vague compared to the deSCrlptmn P s

of the Eindu society.of Bengal. X few authors were s o
contented tb write no’more than a fev sentences on

the Muslims. On the contrary, it is narked that the

authors devoted: a conelderable space desoribing the
caste compositicn exlstent among the Hindus. Such an
imbalance in-the availability. of data is"ﬁound--in
nost sources. As.an cxanple, we shall mention, here ™
the two works which cén be qualified as good ethno-

graphies on-Bengal. 'society. Jack's Lconomic Life of
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Bengal, two early attempts to write the social history
of riral Bengal. In these writings, also data on the

HMuslim ‘caste’ are sadly 1ackin’q. On the other hand :

‘the authors of those works treated the Hindu somety -

particularly the caste system in detail?
Refore we close our discussion op this issue, T -
want to add a critique regarding the general observat-

ion of ‘the British‘administraturs on the Muslim

society of Bengal. . It will be.seen that the British - Sy

administrators! ides of Muslim society is not clear.

It will be observed that some authors have identified .

Muslim stratification as a form of Hindi caste.. and.

again, some authors have hes).tated ‘to con31der Husl:un

‘caste' as a form of Hindy caste. This kind of -
controversy over ‘terming the Musliy strakifichtion 2
patterns as caste or not is entlrely due to the authors
nisconception of the mechanism of Musnm society in| - - o

5 z "

Bengal, - B ) B

-, Pure. ethnographical material on the Bengali

Muslim Society is very little as we have‘s’ee'n in ghe

preceding discussian Proper ]usn.ce can ‘not be

done in building a model df Muslin stratlficatlon % - wy

patterns in Dangladesh on the bagis of this handfal 2

of materials,’ e .
£ S
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General Characteristics 'Of the Bengali JHustin Popuiation

In the prevlous discussion, we have tried to talk

aveits ths ehueauha tss Lipjtagion’ ‘for pursuing

fesearch on the Muslii sdci€ly of Bangladesh. In'the

folloving discussion, we will see some-of the character-

X 1stlcs of the Musllr\s of Benqal J.n general

The Census’ of 1872 revealed that the Muslim ,

populatmn was the qreatest in numbér. in Edstezn

Bengal (riov Bangladesh) partlcularly in the regisns

" of .lower Dengal. James Wise by quatmg the 1872,
'CensLs regarding the rapid ircreast of uslin popu1a~ 5

tion offers some valuable statistics on t"xe Musllm

population of thé greater Bengal {comprising both ' -

East Rengal, and West Bengal). Wise rémarks, “In

Daces fof dnbtance, the Mubdmmedans verd very alightly
in-ektess of the Hindus; in Maldah (Ingia), they
formed ‘45 . percent of thé population; in Muxshidabad
xyvala;,' 45 percent; in patda (India), 12 psrcer;t.
the other hand’ in the. swampy tract' of Baqquan),

'L‘u,pearh (now the dlsttlce of COmlla), and

" Mymansingh, they comprised nearly 54 percent of the

people ‘(these districts are now belohged o Bangiadesh)

(Wise, 1883: 28). The Census of 1831, and 1891

not only recorded greater number of Muslim population




"populamon.

i duunq thie past twenty years" (Thid 4634

- 0'Donnell et.al),

but also £hé rdpid increase of Muslif populatign'in. - - .
Last Bangal " At the _same time, those censuses also.

shnwed a considgrable £all in’the Hindu pophlation.

' The authors of those " censuses (Beverely, Bourdlllllon,

supply statlstlcs of the increase

of :the Huslim populatlcn and decreade in the Hindu'

Durlng the pericd of 10 yeats that is

1881~ 159], out OE 10 000 Perscns, 57 ceased to

be Hindus:: Whilst. 49 Of them have been re‘placcd By,

Mussalnans.? The percentaqe of ddvance’of wHoTE . "

populacion during the same per).cd (1972-1881) was’

io 89.. The increase in fussalman populat:.on ’“é

10.98 percent (6" Donnell, 1893: 144-).
" The ‘Census of 1591 comlnean over the graat growth
of MasTn populatmn *0*ponne il remarks,:"It thus

ippears that throughout all three great divisions’ of

‘Bengal-proper 4nd'in. nearly every district Hinduism

has laxqely declined and Muhammadam:m advanced g

: The same-
zeport supphed some«data on.the populatlon incredse
aneng tusntyiyenze (1872-31). The author of the.
sdne cénsus says, "The great progress of Islam in
Bengal proper 'i_s most. marked. in the Mainmansingh
aistrict, and hardly less so in Daéca and Tippeara,

the ttapsfer of people from Hinduism to Muhammadanism -
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‘excéeding 400 in every 10,000 persons in past twenty

years {(Ibid). X

The authors {Karim, 1359; Wise, 1894; Mukberjee m,

19733 cait, 1901, 0'Domnell et al) cnns:.der the

followmg causes to be the slquicant ones tor in=

creasing Muslim populﬂtlon in Bengal. .1y ul\mlgx‘at).on ]

‘of- Zoreign Muslims £xém upper India, Central Asia

and some other places:in those regions in, the capacity

‘of government officials of the Delhi administration,

‘famlllES of Central Asla lee craftsmen. ar:hltects,

“fulers of that'area.. But the nunber of ghove kinds

missionary and buamessmen. Also ma'ny uprooted

puet;.s amg paxntets, who f]:cd ;nd settled down in the

.0of the

plains of Bengal to escape fron the wrat
2

of immigrants in Bengal is very meagre; (2) mass .

conversion, of lpcal éopulaticn to Islam particularly
‘from the lower"strata soon after the Knilji conquest

"in'Bengal. There is a general agreement amony. the

authors regarding the voluntary conversion of the
local populace of Bengal into Islam .(Karim, 1959;

wise, 1894; Gait, 1910, ‘0'Donnell, 1891; and

: Mukherjee, 1973) V«E have already seen in the Census

reports. that there is a phenomenal increase of g ™
Muslim pcpul_atian throughout the Eagﬁern Bengal.

The authors of the Cénsuses of 1891 dn 1901 show'. .




sone 's'pec.ific cnnsés of‘ thi;‘ increase.. They rea:st‘:w i
_that it was die mainly to mass conversion from Hi-;tdu
and aboriginal religious groups. O'Donnell remarks
'l;y' quoting Mr. Bourdillion that "Hinduism has proved
ftself incapable of proselytism..." (0'Donnell: |146).
ks O’Onnell puts more reasons on’ the greater attraction

to Tslam than any other rehgluns in Bengal. He

says:

Po ‘the Mussalman Hinduism presents no . P g
attraction, There is no absolutely

room-for him in the Hindu system, even
thesdcavenger caste would not accept

him...the Muhammadan faith...opens its

arms, to every comer and receives him - J
oh terms of the broadest equality if. the :
- profession he actually pursues is not an
essentially degrading one. All the ag-
ricultural castes - Chandal, Kaibartta
“or Chase - on joining Mussalmanism +
develops into shaikh, and depends only on
his worldly wealth to-what rank he may
aspire in seeking.a bride -for himself

or a husband for his daughter.” It is.

a matter of history that .the republican
character of the domestic constitution of
Massalman society -won \ipumerable converts -
in Eastern Bengal when. the Mughal sup-
remacy was first established in that

region a few centuries ago (IBID 147).

; A

Apart fr:om‘ the abpve factors, the authorsof
the censuses of 1891 after a careful examination
(0 Donnell and Ga.n:), advanced the theory . that
physxcal 'acto:s are also responsibla for "such growth

in the Nusl;n population.  They found in l;heu




Investigation. greatexr fecundity among-the adherents

among‘Muslims a much larger number of potential

the dges : of 5 o 40, more"than 16 are widows pro-
‘assorted m:nages are ‘far more common among the

_in most cases, those girl wives are Teft widows.

assorted marriages are not a common feature anong

‘are wellifed, Vigorous and 1e<s superstltlou:-. He ¢
.concludes that because of , the above factors adherents = - . .

‘of Islam in Berigal increased by leaps and bound§ (Tbid).

of the Muslim faith. ~In the first place, we f£ind

mothers than among the Hlndus. While the hicher

caste Hindus throughoit the province, and in -Bengal

proper many Gf gl sasEebecn ransell thpsttanse wy

oruusly pl:Dhlblt w1dow e marrlaqc, ‘on the contrary,
the: tuslin widéw Usually finds- & second husband.

Stat: istics”show that Of every 160 Hlndu women between

hibited to re-marry; -among the Muslims, the per-

centage is only 12. b'Donﬁeu obseryes Ehaé 111~

Y.
Hindus.. For example, 2 man well advaneéd in age

rarries a girl wife, 'As a result, it is observed .'
On the -other hand, O'Ponnell points out, such ill-

the Muslim population; ,Moxecver, the Muslims of

Fastern’ Bengal are polygamists, and whehever:they

get 'a ‘chance, rthey take}a second wifé. Purthermore,

he observés that, the Huslim pop\xlatlon, anlike Rindus,
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The purpose.of the preceding discussion is tor show

the ‘basic difference between the Ilindus and Muslim

population of Bengal.  The above discussion should
enable us to see those unigue features which

structurally dif fexentlate the Muslim society Of B

Befigal Exom the Il;nnus_
. . . /‘

Bases of Muslim Social Stratification R
4 N ' ‘g

In the following discussion, we will see the basis -

of ‘social stratifieation awong ghe Muslims of Bargladesh
from the ethpographical material.

It appears from.the data that Muslim stratifica'tion‘

§ in Dangladef sed on the reckoning of nobility

of desgent, (Hamlltcn, 1833; .Fisher, 1840; . Census of°
1872; Honter, 1875:; Mukherjee, 1946 Maron, 1956;

Beech et al, 1965-66). ‘Data also-indicate-that the
rzusnm stratification is very flexible, and mobxllty

from ore stratum-to another is clearly present, par-
wicularly from lower strata to hpper‘ pata also give
further indication that the people in the lower strata
sth a tendency to Connect themselyes with the clalmants
of. upper stratba' who'.can claim nobility of descent.

T NS SGRIEERG HTEEEALEE, Ve WLTT EEy.58 eohetet

& meaningful model’ by putting all the, scattered pieces s

of information together,: . : g
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The Census of 1872 supplied veiy little infor-

mition on the Nuslim popylation. Similarly, the

Census of 1891 also contained little information

végarding the Mislims, But we get some valuable data. ]
S R ATPSTEIREE. oF FeskbRINg HObLS dddpants @He E:
réport classified the Muslim socigty of Bengal into :

“. titled and cccupational groups. _In the titled catégory, ~*
tie ‘following groups are found: Gazi, Xhan, Mir, - . . .

and in the

tughal, Pathan, Sarder,. Sayid, and Sheik:

ocgupational category groups like Darzi} Dhopa,

bhinya, Fakir, Hajjam, yolaha, Kulu, Karigar, Kunjara,

and Laheri are found: Of course,,in the apove class-’

ification thé authors of the ceénsuses did not. show
any spdcific cases of assunption of title by thé
occupational group, Their approach is more general-

ized, but there is an indicatién about, the assumption

of Eitld of the descent group by the inw%n class.

The samé repdrt also shows a considerable’ doubt about
the.authenticity of the descent qrcu‘pA . For-example,
that the déscent group that are found in Bengal can
not be accepted as a.real descent grcup has been . und ) R
elsewhere in India. The repnrt remarks, "It is qu%te b
cortain that there are not a quartes million of trhe

Sayyids or a half million real pathans. These titlles

!

ave adopted by the ‘families of the higher rank of

‘ | = o
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Muhahimddan society, particularly by those whose an-

" cestors came from ninaustan" (cEnsu‘s, 1891 269-70).

Gait in’ the Census 811901 relterates the idea
expressed in the, Census of 1881, but ‘his_ treatment
is'minch more elabérate with some cancrete.examplés N
Which will emsble us'to build a model.’ Liké the
authors of the Census of 1891, Gait shows his doibt
about tHe_au;ahenficity of ‘four fold classification
of the descent group in lowe'r‘ Bengal. He remarks

E that, "The conventi nal division of -the Muhammadans,
«into four tribes - Shekh, Said, Mughal and Pathans -
has very, little appl1cat10n to this province'. He
further shows, "In the_proper sense of the words
the Shekhs should be Arabs and Saids and qescend—
g of Ali, include a great R oy
purely local origin® (Gait, 1801: - 439). Such idea .
is also found M tle later censuses (1911, 1921 and.
L1931y, ’

From the above remarks, it is Apparent that the’
merging ,of the local grigin group {in many cases they
are an occupational group) to’ the four-fold pattern of

pEeEe.gEsss Y vesis wasreayplaetisee Koy
thé Muslims of lower ‘Bengal. in- the follawing dis-
cussion, we will present s;zme interesting data‘ghowing
‘how a meinbax of occupation group mérges himself with
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the descent group whiA he becomes wealthy. Gait

supplies an example of such process:

.. .any Yuhammadan who is well off, though ' ° A
he can not go from one caste to another
‘can gradually enter the xanks of Ashraf. '
The proverb "last year {I-.was a jolahs
.y this year I awm a shekh; next year if ' C ¥
..prices rise I.will be g $aid"; is well
knowr, “apd it represents what often occurs.
through the process of promotion is. not "%
quite rapid in reality'as it'is in the
proverb. A well to doman of a functional-
group, say a jolaha, will disgard the-word
jolaha, call himself shekh and asSume a
. more respectable name, and if Ne will
2 slowly secure for himself .ai circle of .
friends. from the poorér clyeses of Ashraf
community. -He’will then marry intc an
ashzaf family, probably of doubtful
status'and his son will be recognized
as a true Ashraf. The process is . easier
in' towns then in the villages where people
are more conservative, and. is a distant
place than near-home, where a man's conr
nections are well known (Ibid 441-42).

3 4
Gait supplies more.information about the fictitjous.

reckoniny of hoporific deséents. He shows some his-.
torical facts indicacin'g"éhat e varly Havdsersrod
_ Bengal were the Pathans bit’the number of pathans is
very low, whereas the sumber of shekhs) is very high
and Gail shows the ratio between shekh and Pathans
1650 to 1. il also points out that thé number of
‘M'uqha‘ls in Bengal is very insignifitant. - ge was
surprised at, the higher number of shekhs in the pro-

‘vince. lle remarks, “...that the soi-disant shekhs is




nore than twenty times as great ag ‘the estimated pop-
ulation of Arabia’. He also reveals another inter-
' \ esting fact regarding: the assumption of Shekh title

by ordinary people.’ He further says, "Many. of tnese

'.shekhs',1 m9rec>‘ver,\hw§ecenuy begun to-¢

this appellation. Theyare formerly Kown as Atraf,
in south and as Nasya in north Bengal, the Taeker’ |

= word is still commcnly used by outsmers though the
people concerned now. préfer to describe themselves
by more pretentious narvncb" (1bid 266). Eisevhere,
{Gait gave us an intimate exanple of how a muslin of | |

1ow position gradually assumes a.more high:sounding.

designation as he rifies in life. He collected a’
very approprliate saying in Bengali-which iz a re- :
ELEGEIoH LR S Waye! OF Eh coion HApDEaTHgS 56 the * ™
society. " The saying is as follows:

: Age_thie Ulla Tulla Sheshe hay Uddin
. Titer Tohard Uprare jay Kapal phere
i 4 B §

-Jaddin.

Translation: When a man's fate changes
his name also starts changing from.Ulla
then Uddin,. and begins with Muhamgpad in- -
stead of ending, k

PR Gait cites an excellent, example of -the above sayings.
i Ule says,” "The saying can best be illustrated by the
successive Meherullah who becate Meharu@din, then

. 3 ‘. N
- Meharuddin’ ¥uhammad and then Muhammad Meharuddin.




“an honorific patrénymic title when he becane wealthy.

s 54 - .

He will prébablk} at this stage prefix Munshi, thefi add
Ahmed, and fi;';_a.lly blossom into Maulvi Mehammad
Meharuddin Abmed. In North Bengal, a well~to-do
Nasya calls himself Sarker, and if he continues to

prosper, he becomes in turh Paramanik,. Choudaries

and Munshi, and everftufilly if his circumstances are
sufficiently good, he assumes the title of Maulvi®
(Zhid173) . . Wali also gives similar examplées that  :',
show how lower class Muslims by virtve of their )
economic prosperity improved. their social status by’
contracting niax:ri‘ages with better class'Muslins, He
says, "‘Ir‘. ‘parts . qf Na’dia,v Jossore, Bakergonj, naéca

and Farl,.dp‘ur‘,‘ lower cliss families on account of
prosperityyof the one-and the: poverty of the other.
Whén these unequal of CHELE At marriages take place,’
the lower class.would assume.such titles as’ Munshi,’ . )

Mullah, Biswas, Jawarder and-Miyan.and .give up.handling |

ploughs. These men' are called Atraf Bhalamanus

o

K

an Atral made a gentlemap® (Wali, 1894: Voli vii,
e ! ;

108)..

* A similar situaticn from my own experience can

be cited. This is the case of a person who assumed .

b

In 1968, I went.to my-village homé for .a vacatidn.
, Al et

One morning, 'a man who lives next teo my house came
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" to seé me to write an application in'English‘r T knev‘z-
that man very woll alao kiew that he kad xhadg a -
fortune recently. When I finished writing his ) Vv
application, I asked hiim to put his signature there.

* But I was surprised when he added the patronymlc :

. title majum to his name. I knew thac only one
family has the pnvueée to use the patronymic title ‘\—

najundar in my village: 1 asked 'hin "why have  you {
put the Ma]umdar title to your name?" “He dld not #
answer but matead,he threw a meaningful smile at
der v b i " . Lo "
-In the.Census.of 1921, we get some useful’ stai~ .

.istics which very well refléct the continued process
of assunption of rnoble descent by the occupational
group. The statistical data show that there was a
decrease in the number of cccupa:icnel_é}:oups and
‘conversely av rise in the number of claiming'noblé

descent from 1901-1921. B3mong the cccupational

group, the 'castes’ of Behara decreased by 17.48, X
“jolaka 42.9%, kulu 27.8%, -and Nikari 16.3%, andon -l 0

the overhand umong the nub111ty of dggcem: groups,

Pathais have 1nc:eas@d by 41.8%, Saiyad 16.4%, and

Sheikh' 21.58. The follo\ung fact also affu‘med that
the practme of wide spread assuming oZ fxctxtxous

descent by the people.who can not claim riohle descent,




The Cerisus of 1821 contines, - "Since 1911, the nuber
i saiyads in the“ Chittagong Division appears’from
the statistics ‘to bhave decidedly dec;eaaeé, probably
due to a similar reaction to that to which referer;ce
has already been made against extravagant. claims
dmongst those who have risen in the wo:l:d"‘ (Thid ,
Jeay.> s P el

Similarly, ’ﬁrefeeh (1966~67) shows an . interesting
example from his study of a Muslim Zammdar ram;lz
Onglnally, the famlly used the patronymic tltle

PatwarL, but later on the members of that family

" changed their‘title tb Choudhury in protestiof thé .

mushEGom growth of the patwaries in that locality

" 'Smith (1946) gathers some relevant data from a:

. viliage in-the district of Sylhet. Although she could

not shew any s'pecifi: cases of assumption of noble

descent by one group by another. shie shows that

_ amorig “the six gzoups Ha:umﬂar, _Fartan, Mughal and”

Pathan and ‘Syod, any one. of then can’assume the title

Syod when an individual person acquired wealth.and
prestige. "<She points out "...the descent .is more

honuraxy than real (Bia. 581) 5

Karim (1961, 62) q).ves some examplas £fxom hlS
impréssionistic works about the 1mpo:tanc_e of - .
Sharafati or noble descent in marital conhection




@

= &F 5.

i T

vis-a-vis its role in deteimining social status. -

specifically mentions™that "promotion” and “demotion”

are made to Muslim ‘caste' through the marital ton-

necéion,‘ His study ©f Nay‘énpﬁr \}illar}é and the

_ social” st.rat:.fication patterns in certam aj tn.ct.s

of Banglades h cmtams such data. We wj present
here his impression about the nature 4
’patterns in thé district Of Barisa Ih éarisfxl
“aistrict in Bangladesh,, he observés Six feudal
sharif -femilies.’ He specifically mentfins that
families have lwaréd their position b‘e‘c‘:auée of some.
mantal connection betueen ‘2 member’ of lover strata
the people. .We¢ v.ull quoce Karim: "IE there is

2 -uatr:.mual cor.nectmn between a member of the
upper social grade with or.q of a _1uwer social grade,
it is still talked about in t}ié district tl"l?t the're:

has been an unexpected "promotion” of the members
: By

" of the lower "caste” Vhile there has been an uncalled

for "demction” of the membets of the uppér >“c_aste“
aithough many nembers of the so-called "lover ‘caste"
occupy very ;mpcrtant posltmns under the government
, or “have ‘made their mark in buslness, :.ndustry and
professional fields" (Karim, 1962: 138, for detail
sea Karim). . Zillur Fhan' (1968),° Begum (1966)

Arefeen (1966-67) and Bertocci (1973) came across

's\‘,ratz.hcatmn-




- nection. She.

i . - 58 ~ . o s

similar data in theix empirical studies. -Zillur’

Khan reports frofi the village Bhanderikandi in ‘the -.

“district of Faridpur how the Khankars have lost their

social status for having marital cophection with the
wealthy Dhalis (shield-bearér).. The Dhalis of

Bhandarlkandl estaplished mantal connect}on with

"the Khankar fam1y by paying them money. In' thik

case,, Dhalis wanted to improve their social =tatus

hut failed becau;e of the non—cnnperahon of the

’ot}\er Khankars of the area. Begum in her study of

a vit laqa in the dlstrwt Df Comilla shows _some

lntersstlng citsés of how the nobnmy of desrant

determmes one's social sty us.‘ She shews how the“-

zetired goveinment-school teachef; a dogtor and a

rich agrlculturlsL ralsed their. social status “through

good socidl :;onnectmns (See chses 2, 4 and 5). At

the same tine,. she also, pcunts out Tiow a pcr%on s

socldl rsgatus goes ‘down’ because OF low, marital con—

entions two cases: the’ flrst one is the

case a college professor who §n spite of being,‘

"Srom a Khandanifamily, degraded his soeidl status

for his marriage totan ordinary fdrmer's family (see

ot .
case 83} ; the’second case is the case of a govelnment

high official whose status has gohe down in the eyes
of the villagers because he married the daiighter of;:

a petty clerk [see case 1). Arefeen's (1966-67)

AR T . N
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study of a Musiim zamindar Ea y reveals the process

oz acmevinq'se'ciar status of' that pa:ucuﬁz Zamindar

famlly thxough the establlshment of marital cormecmun

‘with other aristoc¥atic families. When this family =

... Gonsolidated its social standing in the locality pecple

with a néfvaly_aequi;ez’i wealth -started establishing LA h s 4
‘marital coﬁﬁe&ian with this family and subsequently 1 e ¢
they. mproved their social status (sse case 7). He ) '

also showu how an indlvxdual member pogsesses’ lower

) status thhin the same fa‘mlly “for baing a son whose
mother was ‘rcm an ordlnax:y peasant tamily (see case : .

.75_. Bertocci {1570) alsq observes sore cases how N

Lhe uccupatmn.u gruups aspire to 'nerqe themselves

with.the' nobility of. descent group. Thus he found’

.ir"his® study the presence of Bak -(so~ culled)

; ndar -and Asol {original) na;umdu, . e
. Mukhexjee. (1946) _shows-two exanples of thow cne

" couple was ostrai:ized' '.-s'r(d the other wds welcomed by - -

- their vespecnve communxtxes. 'rhé ‘case 1: a general

wis forccd to leave his ccmum&y

.<hu1u gn:l (lowsr class).  Case

a }(hulu Musnm marrmd ‘a general Musliin g1r1 as ' *

gi:l‘s relatlves brcke cff u].rl relatmns

B\it when the couple | reached ‘the hulu
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community. Thése cases are illustrative of the im- s wu B
portance of the ngbility of descent. The general

Muslin broke off all relations with the man and the

girl hecause théy married a M woman and Khulu
man réspectively. Such ban was imposed Sn them in % o "
order. to keep. their social status from down gradlng.»v

Rarin, sillur Khan, ‘Arefeen and Degun show also how .~ .~
soc{al'connect;ioﬂ' is correlated with social status.- :
On the other hand, the ‘Khulu coﬁmux{'ity VelEsad e
sty gdneran gled Bécause hér marriage in the gon=
munity is the indicative of "social promot1on (c. fout

Karm\) v although her marrxage was not recogmzed by
hez community at all. SR g
oA

JIn the preceleg dlscussion, we ‘have ‘triec

see

the probable basls of ‘Muslim strauncamon patter\ns 4

.and have seen the reckoning of nobility of descemt’

to be the fundamental basis of the Muslim stratificat-

o patterns in Bangladesh._ of course, we Gannot_say

for sure that such rsckonmg is the cardlnal basis

of scramncacmn in Pangladesh. ,I\lﬁi\)qh, whatever,
t

e_sent does, support s conngetion,

" . data e. have at

we' need ‘to have a more definite empirical verification.

Muslim Stratification’and Hindu caste

The present discussion &ims at looking at the
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‘basic features of Stratification existent.among the

Muslins of Bangladesh. "It appears from the material.
that most of the authors on this area termed Muslim -
stratification as a ‘form of Hindu caste.® At the.
“sane’ time, -the authors also noted some distinctive
features which are different from the features found
in the Findu caste /sysEi‘:rﬁ (Decerfial Census Reports -
from 1872-1931; Mukhe‘riée,;1946: 57% Maron, '1_955;
Kacim, 1961; F. R, khan, 1962} ~ Beech et al, 1965-
66; ..Guha, 1965; zillur Knan, 1968; Bhattacharya;
19739, It scoms that the:above authors have formu-
~latéq the idea that Muslim Stratification is the sane
"ac Hindu caste becausa-théy ses that some features.
' are-identical with the ﬁind’u castév. In.fact, like the
Hindus, the Mulims are hierarchically organized,
with the practice of endogamy and hereditary aceupat-
ion. .
In the following d;s’cx&sﬁcn, we will see those
aistinctive features and will try 5 build 2 model”

_of the system from the available data.

James Wise (1894); one bf the earliest invest-
igétors of this problem, observed,the existence of
over eighty 'caste! among the Mislins of Bastern
Berigal. e terms these as a form of hifdu caste.
His remarks leaves us .tn mark two interesting f‘a.cts

which are antithetical to the concept. of Hindu casce./,
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He says, "The;Muhamnadans of Bengal have,fnllohed'

" in nany respects the'system of casLe 4 praceriad by

the Hindus although the prlnc:.ple that a@f on must’
catry on the trade of ‘dccupation of his father has:
never been feduced to a fornula’’ (vuse, 1894:  60),
In the above _stateme_nt, we find two important points

which do not conform to'the principle. of Hindu caste.

‘THese points are (1)’ the absence of rifual sanction

attachcd to partxcula! occupation§ because of the*

lack Gf an imposed formula. ‘Moreexplicitiy. unlike . -
. ¥
Hlndu castc, Musllm ‘casta' is freé from :itual s ©

sanction. (2) Absencé of such formula (r;tual) .

upon a -system pre-supposes the blatant presence of
social mobility. It see;r,s that. most bf the British'
administrators are guilty of misinterpreting Muslin
"caste' as a form of Hindu caste by séeing ‘some
superflcl..l identity with the' iundu'caste. The

decenial: census reports contaxn a more’or leg

sinilar view, »!_ve will ‘specifically mention Gait's
(1901) Census'Reports and his views hecause he made -
& defailed treatment-of the Muslims of Eastern Déngal.

I do not deem it reccssary to dis¢uss.the censuse

"of before and aftek’Gait's ohiservation. In fact,

Gait did not comé vp with any new ideas’ rather his

rcpdrt is tho reiteration of wiso s deas. ,In fact)
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he ‘guotes Wise very often in his desoription.
Gait clagsified the Muslins? of Bangal into three

broad groups: (1J Ashraf or better class Mihammadans

(2)-Aj2at or 'lower class Muhamnadans;. (3) Arzal

or degraded clasdel, In the Ashraf, the following

groups can be found: (1) ‘Said, the trué Said holds

the first place in the Muslim sacial system; (2) ‘Shekh;
this head mvolves cnly a ger\\une Shekhs of foreign
'extractlon and convérts of good ‘social pos;twn, but
not thosp who are converts from low Hmdu cas Bs;

{3) Pathan; and (4} Hughal.

In the Ajlaf and Arzal categories, Gait-Gbserved
Gver Fifty oceupational castes. -He obsérves that
these occupational castes pfactice endogamy (Ihid
440). The Panchaat (roughly cdste court) is alvays
vigilant to check the vi»olation’ of the rules of
-endogamy. Gait at the same time finds a cextain
‘amount of flexibility in suéh rules. He cites some
examples 'where an individual ‘enangas nbe stailel e
occupa‘t.ionél GHEEE 15 Ashra‘f class through vealth

which I already mentloned in the precedmg dlscussmn

(see ‘Page 20). In fact, it seew the endogamy . ?
“ pr‘acticea Fb’y the Muslims as belnq 'as strlctly enc‘loq—

amous as Bindu Caste” (’ruiu '441). Gait does not

recognize that .the endogamy practiced by the Muglim

. ' '




occupational ‘caste’ differs from'that of Hindus. . .
For example, it appears from the data on endogamy
supplied by Gait, that the Muslim occupa‘tiona_l
'caste’ ‘follow the prefgrenti&a rather than pre- R
scriptive type of endogamy pxact‘iced-by t};e l‘(ind_us. N
Why does a Jolaha (weaver) prefer as a bride from

another jolaha family? Not because df Findu en

dogamous 1deology But for the occupatlonal necessxty

of ‘the weaving. No religious or ideclogical just— R
vificatloh is ‘advanced for this._t)!pe of endogamy.
"The motivation hehind this preference is that a
girl ‘f'rom a‘weaving family will be in a better
position to help hér husi;and in.weaving activities.
Ghit mentiéns how the pancnavat leaders are strict
about the ubscr\ance Of"endogany in different oo~

cupatmnal castes [sce Gait p.. 440) My own ob~

servition on ‘the weaving class regarding its marfiage

_rule‘s in a village in Bangladesh re-affirms.the above . L
’ex‘pldna.ticn‘.’/gq!a;' (19603 in her. study of a Punjabi
village came across similar data. There a aFEEE

prefers to marry thé daughter of a barber becausé

‘both. the barber and *his wife have to perform certain

related Functions. * e C’\ R
Ndmittedlyy Gait algo observes that.the praotice :

of endogamy is muchYless common among thie Ashraf and
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the cultivating sheilh of Eastern Bengal. ' Regardingthe
nature of ‘occupational ‘caste!, Gait again. observes’ that.
these 'castes' tend to be hereditary, but he adnitted
that the strict practice ‘of hereditary occupation is
Sots.a"wogue: 2 T Ta sanong: ¢hE Hindg cccupational |
‘castes. * , o L
A note should be added:here' to clarify certain
fzpmts Ffegarding the controversy over praferential
Cand .prescriptive types of endogamy. In the above
exanples,. 1. sHowed from Bglar as well as B oy e
experience, that the Muslim occupational groups-follow
a p;é%g‘;ential type of endogamy. In fact, a statis-
tical trend is found among the Musnm'o&cupationn
groups tc marry w1th1n their. oW cccupahonal group.
. From ‘the " statlstlcs and ‘from the stucues of authors
like Ga}(;, it appears that the Muslm\ occupational -
‘groups follow the Hindu form of* endogany.  To resolve
/ this co’htrover‘sy, we have to differentiate’ betveen S
prefexg.nual and prescriptive types of éndogamy.
Endogany practiced by the MusLim occupational grol\pé
is preferential because under this system an -individual
"has an alternative as to.who'he can marry, It has

been found in the investigation that'whénever an
. ;

individual of Muslim odcupational group desirés to
improve his ecoromic status, he" tends’toTmarry into

better ‘class family. Gait cites such an example in

&
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the pravious Qiscussion. bn"the other hand,. the
endogamy practiced by the Hindus is of the prescript-.’
ivé nature. Under this form, an ind‘ivi‘dual must

marry inte his ascrlbed occupational caste, for hi{l;,

no alternatives are availabie,

Gait supplies scome interesting data on, the rules -
regayding commensai:ty, It seems that conmensality \‘(J
rescnctmns are fewer and these restrictions have
no ritual sanction Like the sofmensality prevalent - .
among the Hindus. Gait's féuowing observation re-

"flects the nature of con\mensallty exigtent among the

Muslims. He stated: .. .o - o ;

The rules regardinyg commensality are not

at present very rigid, and judqmg from

the conflicting reports received from . .

“ the different districts, practice seems 1 #
to vary a ‘good deal. It may be stated’

generally, however/, that in the cdase of the. C e w 3
Ashraf, the question is purely a social J .
one, )ust as it is amongst Furopeans. A :
mat of hlgh position will not sit down to [
eat from the same dish or in somé pilace, .
with a man who is distinctly his inferior,.
but he has no ¢bjection to taking food'
‘prepared by Ajlaf any more. than a

_Luropean has. lle may also, in'special
circumstances e.g., when pn a journey,

eat with an Ajlaf without any loss of
respect, although a man might make am
exception’ of this sort, his wife would
under ‘no circumstances do so. In the case. ..

of Ajlaf castes, the commensal rule ap-~ 5
pears’ to be that each caste should eat b
along; but on this subject, I-can mot do J
better than quote the following remarks

from an-excellent report by Mr.-Muddiman, » 5
subdivisional officer of Gopalganj:
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"With regard to the guestion of eating

with outsiders I have after conversdtion .

with many Muhammadans of all classes,” °°

come to this conclusion. All Muhammadan

are in actual practice more or less in- .
fected with their Hindu prejudice as to - . ' %
cating with cutsiders. .Curiously enouch, & s
educated Muhammadans, while denying that . . = { .
they have no p:e]udlce on this peint, pro— . . 2

bably infringe their own pronouncement -
#mére frequently than others. On the ‘other’
hand uneducated men freely protest that .
they will not eat.with certain classes

(c.g., sheikhs Dhobi} but in practice they
often.do so. I was amused to see a sheikh. . . g
peon. guietly eating with a Nath (sic) B

jpst after denying that he would do‘any- ~ - .
*. '+ thing -of the kind. There'is no doubt'
that the vast.majority of the Muhammadans
of- thig sukbdivision, look upon eating with
outsxders of lower status as a thing
which, if not forbidden, is to be kept
quiet on social grounds. if no_ m:her"

. (Gait 442) .

In Galt s ohservatxon, we have not;ce«’ some nnlque
features of stratification patterns cxx5tent among
the HusUms of Eastern Bengal. Moraever, it has .
been noticed in :he/xopuzts that wealth is oné of the _' i

determmmg factors of social status, More explu:u:l_y‘ .

"uu.—ougn the possestion of wealth, one can chimqe his

social standing. Some examples we have shown already.

“In fact, most of thd descenial census reports comtdin '

‘information on the abové fact. -But Bhe information
is so seattered in those, rcports on the 'lhov(' matter
" that a considerable .pane will be requ:.n::‘ to order

Sueh ipformation’ (Census 1472, 1381 1901, 1911,

(R o o i 2




T1923 and 1930)." . S

In the £ollowing discuésion, we will present scne
data £rém some recent anthropological and sociological
_studies on the Bangladesh Muslin society in order to .
see the basic features of the system.

Smith (1945 gathered data on a village organiz-
auon of East Bengal from a Behgali resident of New
vork City. she observes in the villagé of Alankar:
'in the district of Sylhet eight Muhammsdan groups

" 'suchas Soyad®; Choudhury, Shekh, Mughal, Majundar,

Fartan, Gulam and. Maimal. Smith terms thosc hicrarch- °

‘ical groups as “"class’ with its ordinary cohnorations
of Wealth anﬁ_ social pr‘estiq'e. The stratification of
village Alankar is charactorized by flexibility in,
the hierarchy. One of the fundamental features of .

stratification systems in the yillage of Alankar s

the importance of wealth in'achieving social status.
Eowever, Smith continues.that the first. six.of '

"these groips consists of pérsons who are primarily
lard owners whe may engage in Lradé. Members of

these six may inter’-marry. The 5o¥ads are the
highest in Status and are belxeved to bc descend—
ants of Mubanmad. Swith revealb the imporcanco of
wealth in determining social statvs as such. She
says, Sone’of these six groups wio ha’s weatth and
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‘prestige may mssume the name or title of soyad' (Smith,

1946% SEl) Her informant further told about the
!.mpoz‘tance of equallty in Islam that Muslups are all

alike and atteiid mosque together without prejudice

or distinction. But it is interesting to note that ¢

the last two 'qrcuﬁs such as. Gulam and Maimal are

distioguished from the first six groups by occupatlon
" ana the practice of endogamy.'. Gulam may own land

but in most cases, ‘they farm rented land and work as

farnhands . Sm:,eh‘r informant also told her that

the, gulam also act as waiters at feasts, Glédn and:

repair shoes, fill.the water pipes with tobacco and

serve the smokes. The word gulam is said to meah

. "servant" (Arabic gulam: slave). The informant- !

further rentions that even if a gulam owns land and
‘wealthy, he cannot assosiabe Btlviuish other
"Muhammadans outside the nosque; they go barefoot
.except’ in' privacy of ‘their own house. - This remark
rogarding gilam' reflects the differential’niturs of
their 'life style’. P Lo

" The informant mentioned -that maimal are net
workers and fishermen. She says, "Despite this
enphasis onn ocupational castes, six groups of
Muslim', land owners mentioned seen r\exthex to be

very' strict .about refraining.from other’ occupatiéns
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o about marrying within the occupational group.
The informant's uncle 'was a carpenter and his sister .
narried a shbpkeeperA..At the same time, the informant

insisted ‘that no nnc of (_:he s'_).x talugdar groups (six

groups) would marry a gulam or maimal’ (Ibid 582).

" In smith's chservation,-ve see that:the last two
groups (gulam and mainal) (have lover status, and
association of the first six groups wlth them is very
rare. Elsewhere, we have found data mdmamng ‘that
a pa:;muhx oceupation may carry lover statis.” For

instance, all the data confirm that the occupation of

a fisherman is lower throu: Bangladesh, .¥We will

. present here a' demonstration of ‘this. Begum's study 3
‘of.a village cé-mn\;glg:y reveals the interesting fact

that a' person got his social status down graded for’
taking up Fishihg as a profession (ses, case 6.

Islam (1974) affirms the above facts by saying, - | N

"Fishing for a living is riot.an honotrable profession, )

“but fishing for domextic‘consv,ul\\pti‘on is ‘guite accept-
able" (Télam: 53). o

It is quites apparent that.the gulams of village

Alankar possesses lower social -status because of two

teasons. First, the stigma attached to slavery, a8

the ancestors of the present gulam were slaves. Yarim.

-also makes this point (Karim; 1961: 161). Scoond,




.at feasts, cleaning and repairing shoes, filling the “

- 0=

the occupation they practice is degrading like waiters

water pipes with tobacco, etc. ' 0f course, I cannot
presexnt here any specific data regarding.che above .«

occupatxons except;ng shoe cleamng and. shoe repalrlng.

_From ny own observanon, I can say that the professlon

Yot cleamnq and " :epaxr).ng shoes is vexy degradmg

because u is cor)smered as dthy work:”

R % Hukherjee (1949) in. his empixzcal study af
. 3

six \'lllages m the dlstnct cf Bogra in .Eanqladesh,
shows the existence of caste among the Muslms and

Bindus of that era. 'He noted some distinetive features

in the Muslig 'caste' ,system.' However, he classifies
the Muslims of that region into general Muslims (Upper . -

class) and Khulu Muslims {cil presser). He shows

5 sk = .
sofial distance betwsen these two castes is great

which is caused by cconomic disparity.. Side by side;

“we get a comparative picture of caste exjstent-améng

,the Edindu population and the author -pointed out some

unique features of the Muslim 'caste'. He says that - 20
unlike Uindu caste, endagamy “and coménsal restrictions
are not rigid for instance, 1ntermatr.iage and inter- 7

clnlnq is allowed , although it Sl actually takes

place between these two groups.
. It is.clear that 'caste' among the Muslims of Bogra
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district lacks the rittl sanction as we see in the
: & * -

case of thc Hindu populace of that-area, Also. it is

clear that there is a determining role for wealth in

-social stratification, In-this connection, I want to

cite some examples from Uma Guha's (1965) study of the .

Muslims of 24 pargana in West Bemgal. Although

Guha terms the'sécial ineguality existent among the .

Muslim population as-being due 'to the ‘operation of )

Hihdu caste principled.’ But a close ook at her gata

reveals that the caste baxners among t_hs Musllm

50

created by socLal, econumxcal, educatlonal factors

,rather. than’ by the opezatxon of any ideologlcal factors".» »

She™ says specxﬂcally- "socxally, econonucally ang

. edncatumally, the Shelkhs are vexy much supenor

, tween th

to other groupd (Guha, 1955:  168): This stateméh

very well reflects the weight of my arquement. More-

staLlsCJCal dati. She pomts out that 91t of the
Shelkhs are literate, wh‘le 16 04% and 1.64% cnl»

:1vators and fxshermen respectively’ are l;terate.

d

N

- over, T get further .support: of my arguement from her

"he ste\tlstxcal figures are Jllustrative nf Hm ‘»fact

that SCClal interaction is likely to ba m;nzmal ber

se two gx:oups .

harlm (1961) studxed"-he stratlfi.cation patterné

o v1llaqe’ Hayanpur in me Eastérn part of Baiigladesh.

AT °




i 1pp?‘*s.that mar'

shows,that tho marriagc relatlcns between Chuudh

n'that village. They

~ They. cldim to have ance been.the -
| feudal. ‘¢hief of the vzllag&

2% KhundakaKS'— They erali 45 Hava onge belonged ta’
x < the priestly class

3% Nuhurls ~'They claim-to have-once belonged s
E » thn wnter class. :

4. ' Bhayas - "Wealthy" ppasan:‘proprxetcr;, ~ .

5. Agricu’turls*s‘— Having t ir ownédulti?able
: . lands.

[ La\dless agrlcultural labcg\rers‘
;g purers) of other sorts 5,
Wood= cutters in the nelghhourlnq wood ©

9. nslabes' " of Ghulams once they were slaves
L . Y B £ 3

q:r%ﬁ;ficaclon pattefns in Mayahpur village is

-rlgld but unllka lllndu caste hierarchy ; Jt is f]exlblé

i
tot a qreat extent. Harrlage "between dlffexent groups

is allowed w)th cértain resL,!.lCLlOr\s. The au‘thor o

ndes

_and Mubuiies and Bhﬂxans are rare,-and almost hene

" i % . o g & 8 N
betwedn choudhuries and agriculturists; wage-earners

wnod»cutters, and .inpossible thh

the group of slaves: " From the zolloanng facts ;c

«,lﬂ&.hl‘ﬁ a

-al xelut101s bctwecn,uppcr and lover




* : w] enever a marmage take@'place between a member

TousE social groups with that of: h1gher social groups,

o pe_ople think a promotlon" Jhas taken place. Karim
“wayesle Halraiothes important feature of stratificat-

“~,. don of Nayanpur village is-the m\portance of wealth

) in datarnumng soc1a1 status. For instance, choudhuris

sone time Sinnt:uncd marical semesion VItH e haEre

ﬂ;j ’ + 7 families of the atberadumee B longer able’ to main-
" tain similar ‘connections. *The aithor maintains, "The
.present aconomic positior of the § Choudhuries is
extrémaly précarjous and ftheir narriage copnections
: o durlnq ‘the last half a ‘century have heen gradually
aetermracmg'" (Kafim, 1961: 62). He also shows

&5 dn example how the choudhu

ies, Khuncdakars and Muhur1 S
L who ‘once held 1mpos:mq position, now bedause of

g o precariouse econemic conditions became aqrmultuxlsts

and’ wage-earners if factories.

.RA Khan studied the caste systen of the villag
“bhulandi in the district ofr Dacca. iiis data clearly
o R ... - shows the, differchtial character Gf the .'caste’ pre-
: Lo B2 RS ot among the both gLoups._. From & Comparatlve ' f
N look Of the data, Caste among the lllndus is very rlgld

“in respact - of ‘endsgamy and coaRERLIEY. BHY Fotatnig

“the hemdlmry ‘oecupation. But in the Muslim cage,

... it is stratifieq, yet at the same tine it is flexibles
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.. For example, inter-marriage between the Bhadralok.

ok kigh Mislim and low Muslims (ghek, shikdar, yanda1,
Kuly or Jolaha, Sikuri and Bediyal is very rare but
allowed. TImgortant features of Muslim 'caste' of
Dhulandi does not create social Barriers among the
people as fn.Hindu situations. Khan polnts out

. '"There’ may not be marital relation among tbe hlgh
Muslims and low biusl;m§, but scme,qmes they sit to-~
gother, smoke a common 'hukka' and pray side’by |
side. The only elve‘ment‘which is responsible for the

minimum degree of caste tendency in these two groups

is that.of occupation" (F. R. Khan, 1962: 227).

Khan shows that there .is.a marked tendency of the

Jccupational groug to practice endogamy and hereditary

specialization of their ocoupation. [ obterves that
" marriage stat15t1cs...how that there are certain’| ‘pro-
fassional grovps which mter—marry freely. Begum
(1966) ‘supplied sipjlar. datd« In heristudy, she.
_shows the casé of Saiyal @patched house builder)
whose father. grand-father, father-in~law, sSns=in-

law and'his sons ate and were Saiyals (Begum, 1966:

53 G T s Foa 3

llowever, Khan!s study, reveals clearly, the flex;blé'

civaracter “of 'the sy tom,

are easmr to effect than. chwnges ol castc amahg the

¢., "changa-af adentlty e




syl of Eanqladesh ' s st T -

themselves because they all belong to one single
f :

" the' ra}'{ge of the individual's knowledge to see sqcial

Hindus" (F. R. Khan: Importance of wealt‘h is . f

2235) .

considered a fundamental determinant of social status.
These two featires are unigue to the stratification

* zaidi's field study of village life in the dlstnct,
of comua found completely different Lndlcators of o
soCtaT Seatus prevalent among the Muslims and Kindus. ) 4
In the Muslim case; his samples identified social ’, &
differéntiation and’ considered wealth and educatiop
to be the determinants of social status. On the other

hand, Hindu samples could not see any differénce amony '

i
¢ 2
occupational caste of weaving.” ‘Hlis respondents”® 4

mention that they do not regard any families as higher™ .
or lower, which meaps thak all belong to the same |
social, category, despite the existence of poor and

m‘cn“’wi'thin the same.calegory.

Tt shpuld be noted i
here how the ‘folk model suggests the conplete absericé

of indguality within thé same jati; *it 1is beyond
dlsuncl/mn, because they belong rltually to the same

c;\tcgoty. £ ].S Andlcated therefore, that’ lt is . ¥ i3
difficult t6 change the jati stabus of a Hlindu chxough
the possession of wealth (zaidi, 1970), . : i

pertocei’s ethnographlc study of the stratification

R



patterns in villages in Bangladesh reveals a distinct-
ive strapification system. He observed that the strat- .
. ification in that area is based on the £llowing . | /
; . ‘factors: (1) wealth, (2} lineage. Howevér, the i &
>portan'ce of wealth is ma}ked.mogt' important in
determining, social status in that area. .
? * Bertosei noted some symbolic indicators ard he

specifically mentions, - "With' respect to symbolic

1n01cat0rs of zelat:ve Status, it 1§ to be noted that
in villages and in'Comilla thana ‘generally; lineage

and homesteads bearing specifiq titles or names are

«commonly 'found. Lineage title denoting high status

often function as patronynics, whereas other titles "

do not.:.That.is, a man born into a family wlth the o

title of Majund iar will retain that title as a

patrony_mw, whereas a man- born intd an untitled

'fami;y will be knokn as simply, for example. I\bﬁor
-Rahwan, son of Jainul Ahedin, village X, thara x, etc.”

(rertocei, 1972 ). -/ '

There arc four )unds of names or titles commonly

associated- with lircages and hnmestnads in uajipur

" and Tlnpaza. among these, two kinds are ‘what may be.

| ‘caucd “traditionally high syatus", titles or Hames

Bin assocmtod with' (a) *landed aristocracy, pneutmrs in
- revenue collccticn systém of pre-. [ndcpendence times
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status. ‘ll¢ identifies three groups of people. on the
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oI

or in govermment administration,-and (b} .religion.
Among these are to be found -lineage titles which
Function as patromymic, aithough not all have these
charactcriétics. Two remaining kinds of titles, cé " oow
bet‘ter put nﬁ%nes on common »a[‘)pcllationrs_cme are
associated wjtii {¢) cccupation, in a:service of
artisan uapacxty, (d) personal chazacceriséics.‘ T
The latter are not patronym)cs, but meraly locahsm
by which neighbouriny familics in & villagé have
cor\e to call a g’lVQn I\onestcad

fiowevek, in Bertocei's study there is a strong c-

inditation that wealth is the primary mover of social

bagis of théir posséssion of land. Such groups are

ilandléss, marginaliand surplus farmers. e shows

that the bulk of surplus-farmers are asseciated

with traditionally high status titles. thé same

Lxmc, he points out that a majority of the Lrad)tlon— : i)

Sand marglnaT Earmors. oL

ally titien groups arc landless
Bertocci supplies such statistical data: 36% pf "
traditionally high’'status titled groups belonqed to !
landloss peasant catogory, 41% belonged to ‘the (- ¢ . 5
marginal and 23% belonged to the =urp1us fazmex car,e— _— }|
mory. lle also montions Ehat 2% of non-titled farmers,

i % ; ; ¢ ¥
beldnged to.the surplis category. “These data" '™ -




e,

- stratification reflects a good

% A high degrée of mobility

romarks Bertocci, "show two general things. On the

‘oric hand, possession.of,the trappings of rank i(a

" high snauus't«.ue) is. in absolute terms. the sole

possession of no one peasant type in this. v%laqe./ a
o this extent they reflect tha comparatlvely re=
markable social apd econonic egali‘tqrianism of
Bangladesh peasantry" {7bid 41) ne furthel shows
that & par tqular hneage graup could net m;‘mtaln )

sconomic sélvency vis-a-vis social «Fatus for a ].ongi
R .

‘period of timé because of ecology and the unigue dn-
heritance system. ' Therefore, hb shows that the
cal of openésa in

social stratification as far as 'status is concerned,
. . ”

‘In the preceding discussicn, we Iz;{xve tried té discuss

the basis of stratification in-turaj,Comilla village
from Bertocei's empirical study. In.my opinion,

of tho system can be uséd as a

Bertocci's analysis
Wi

meaningful model of stratification existent gmong the

Muslims of Dangladesh, The. following is his mod‘el7
- i
familics betwaen economic classes and "’
. 'status groups is an por tant foature"
‘of social stratifigafion in lajippr and -
$inpara and probably has been. soﬁu a leng
t‘%mc. Tt should not be forgotte! txat the
~aetpnomy ‘of this village is one of. gdneral
. ‘'sdarcity, given.the populakion size and
i thé 'vicissitudes of agriculture in a
monsoon climatc. Ur\dcr such cond;twnr

of J.ndividual

!




- B0 -

it is unlikely that'a family tan maintain
superior wealth over a "long period of
time without some difficulty. This is
partly the case be%ause ownership of pro-"
perty is-individual, not corporéte or
communal. Inheritance is partible and
stfesses equal ‘division among males, with
4 cewtain portion of patrimony legally
designated for females in shares which
proportionate to that given males,: are

" also. equally divided among those Women

At the same time,

‘production. - )
accwnulation of land is kept up, a lincage's

“fall of:families,

 {and a key hasis for power) for: ,e

who inherit. Thus over time, unless

land "ig consistently accumulated, a-

given lineage taken collectively becomes
vulnerable to the ‘inexorable “problems

of agriculture in a manscon environment,

in that as its propérty is progressivaly
divided into smaller and smaller shares,
the size of its individual segments'
holdings progressively -diminishes and b
renders individual members of the lineage
each less capable of maintaining dmounts
of lands sufficient to ensure adequate
lience over time, unless

collective wealth stands to be dissipated.
other families with
subsisteice holdings or little more may

be rising, especially if they are akle to
engage successfully in lending activities,

*in barticular the taking of land’in ‘mort-’

gage, over a given period of time. 'xhuy\
there' appears to occur a regular rise:and
the decline of woalt

hence:

" gome and the 'increase of thése for athers,

in a process which probably evinces a
three to four generation peripdicity. el

“Phe assignment of siatus seens Ea follow
the yrise and fall of, Varluuq families in
this respéct:. Villagers in Hajipur and
Tinpara areguick tn distinguish’/between
Jong=~standing and recently acquired titles;

_For axample,.:hey will readily inform one

of which. local fqm\i]xesy ‘amony ‘say, the
¥ajumdar homestepds, are real of origijal-
‘{hshol) Majundark, vho are percoiyed tde
have rﬂinc‘d the ‘tmc "lcglt.\.mateiy in




* the past f£or performance of the reguisite
services, and which of them are mersly P i
"So-called” (dak) Majumdars, in those cases : .
- where the titTe has been merely been re- > .
. cently adopted by rural upstart Parvenus.
A similarly, members of poor peasant families
fow will sometimes claim to have enjoyed the
‘ 4 status-of a secular title in past gener-
ations, but will end their tale of woe by
’ stating that they can no longer. claim it i
. Ope is reminded, in short, of the proverb i
' coniion to Muslims everywhexe on the sub- . i
continent which states: ' "Last year I was . . I+
i
{

. ¥ . -a Joldha ‘weaver§, this yeay I have become v
i .+ o+ SHEKE,” and Af next. year's crops’are s
. » .. 'godd; T shall be Syeds...the process ol .
e ., -this provefb reflects has a depble cutting o
s édge ‘as. it works itself out, in botk up-~ o x ; N
* .. ward and dowmard dirgetions.’ (Ihid 47- 48)-

SRy takinq intp condideration ‘the discussion. in the &

[ifst part of thig chapter, I Fave found that Bertocci's |
R lpsits AF he SUSLAROF BT W R patioh Th
Hdvirtages o Comilra district can be used as a
s(ntable hodel of =oc1a1 atratification patterns for

le Muslun SOC]LLy of Banqladcsh.

) '1hc baslc [t.atures of the Muslin stratification .e‘
'ystem in Bangladesh, outlined prev;ou%ly, 1nc1ude‘ -
o Jmpcrtance of. wealth in/ ds»tcrmnmq social status, E
(;) inportance, uf no)n]xty of dedepnt, (3} imporgance .’ Vo 5

ot marital connections; ana (4) prcscnu: of sonsar YN

mobility. e i - -




eration of these’ features of sstratification in a
_village level. : «

There is a limitation in his model, however.
Proper justice can p— be done by treating his model
‘45 a represontative of the Bangladesh system of s
stranflcatwn at a macroscopic level, Despite this

b . arawback, I havc u.-(‘d his model becausc ethnc-

.- graphic data on Bangladesh is generally m‘ uf Lment.

‘u Moreover, the most 1r\\portant pomt in‘using his model
is that it presents us with a 5an\plc of the :;clal
' stratlfication system in Bangladesh socicty even if
it 'is only ‘on a midroscopic. level. .

oy sumpary . & ‘
3 o ;

This chaptér.:l}!a‘]‘s ma‘il{ly with- the social strat-

E x.rn_at)on patterns among the Muslm\s of Banglada,h.'
It also includes @ briet’ nmcory of the country, a.
A brief discussion abovt the sources available to '

pursue further research; and a dlscusslcn of the

" - differential social characte tics of Musllms and

2

v
0

Hingus,
sata from the investigatiur indicate that the - -
s chkoning of nomhty of descont is the basis. of,

sucx'gl stratl(lcatlon anmong thc Musl)n\/’" of Banglazle-;h.

SRS
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. : .
The data supplied give ample examples of the above ~ o
faot. g s % . g
pata aié’o show the basic foaturcs of ths'ﬁuslﬂim
stratifichtion pattems inBanladesh, - Unlike Hirdu
* caste, Muslln stratlflca‘_mn 15 charactcrxzed by
flexibility, the lmportancd/ of wealth in dete:mmnq
and achieving socieal status, and the absenge of the’ ) i
dorcept of purity population. The .chapter ends by
sigyEbELRy thay Bebrbeckigineudy of two villages in

south castern Bangladesh contains the most’ suitable

model of social stratification pattefns-existent vow
ameng the. Muslims.'
s .
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NOTES TO_CHAPTER 3.

The section pf the caste thdt has highest position.
Owing, to old cofventions, a few Brahmin families
in. Bengal werer regarded as superior in respect of
social prestige and gheir boys obtained high

dowr in marriage.. The result was that each

of them married a large number ©f wives,. snmetlmes
as many ‘as fifty of sixty or even more. The

wives lived in their father's house and many ot
then scarcely saw théir husbands after theit

‘marriage. According to social usage, many. girls

could bé married only to kulins and, thercfore,

had to remain unmarried until their death. It ®

was not uncommon for a number of such girls P
barying in age between 20 and 50, were toqethcr N
married” té an old man just to remove their

maidenhocd, which was considefed a-disgrace.

liowever , kulinism did not disappear. from the. " .
Hindu society of Bengal i1l quite late in t-he
nineteenth century.

The geographical limits of Bengal have varied 3 N * g
throughout the centuries. .. Its boundaries have

7 };ecn altered eitheér as a reswity of conquest or,

.iately somth to Sikkim and Bhutan to the . -

to the east of the Chittagong ceastal tract.

A

country of Dangladesh.

or administrative reasons. Beforg the 1947 . 2
partition, it stretched

om Lhe Duras immed-

Sunderbans and thewmouth of the Ganges. It ' 5 v
was bounded of “the west by Bihar and on the . .
east by Assam and that part of Burme which lay &

It included the marshy, submontané Teral known . #
as Duars. It was-felt in 1905 that Pengal had
become tob unwieldy a charge for a single ad-.
ministration and inspite of violent Hindu protests,
as partitioned into two provinces, (1} West-
ern Bengal, Bihar and Orissa and {2) Eastern
Bengal- and Assam, each under a chiaf Commissioner
(Encyclopedid Britainica, Vol. 3 pp. 473-75).. | \
In 1947, the partition of India caused East &
Bengal to become East Pakistan, and in 1971, tHe
prov « of Bast Pakistan became the 1ndepqndnnt ] L

. ki e
Same as Muslim or MoElEm. A v sl




The writings of above.authors are very brief and
incomplete régaxding the Muslim stratification
system. Nevertheless, they:hold above idea on
the nature of Muslin stratification patterrs,-

imilafly, in the district of Sylhet in Bangladesh,
soon after the partition of India in 1947, ie -
was noticed 'a rapid incréase of patronymic’title
of Choydhury. Persons who make fortune svon-after
‘PakIstan startéd assuming the title choudhuy,

Ihe Choudhuries who assumed the titlsrafEer the
creation of Pakistan came to bp 'knoyn as Pdkistani
Choudhur What  follows is that. mary genuine .
‘C_r_ﬂr—mu( uElcs gave p their title Choudhurx -

It will not be irrelevant to montlor\ liere the
caste compogition existent among the Hindus of :
-Bengal. * This will help us to’ mentlfy the unique

‘characteristics of the Muslim 'caste' in Bangiadesh. -

Sanyal's article on“the Hindu caste’of Bengal v
1gives a good idea. -about thettypes and the nature.s -
“ of .caste .found ameng the Hindds: He sdys
"Practically speaking the lindus of:Bengalare .
divided botween’ bBrahming ard Sudras, two other
groups of Lhe Varna system, namely the Kshhttri:
and the Vaisyas, being represented by a‘h“anaru‘[m‘ -
of seatterod migrants. Generflly speaking, ' .
Brahmins of Bengal belong to. two major varieties,
ithe clean and unclean. “The unclean variety in-
‘cludes pagit (falien) Brabmins who polluted tha
“selves By viclating tic gade of condiuct. of the
‘highest caste €hd the Va‘nh Brah)\\lnf who anaﬁtcr
to’ the-uynclean Sudra. castes he Sudras: ing
poratc a number of endogamoa{ roups cal led
jatis who can be broadly »meed into the ¢ollowlng
vardetios:

"{a) Clean Sudras: Gastés.that enjoy the right
to.offer drinking water to the otean Drahmins
in religibus functions are considerdd, to bé g
‘clean-Sudras. Apart .from the Valdzas and A’
kaya
grouped undey -the common denommatlpn of.
. Navasaka-Sudra, .

hos, thé clean Sulra caste of Béngal ae .




Z - . . oy
mu;‘l‘"’ ¢

R {b) ' Jalacharaniya castes with degraded Bratmins: '

= . B - Since these castes are not éntitled to recewe . - ~

. the. services.-of clean Brahmips in religious.

. funttions and have degraded varna Bhghmins as

. priests, they rank below the Navasakhas. Two .
castes,. e.g., ‘the Gopas -who" fIgure prominéntly
in-the case of'the 1agogas and the Mahishvas

- . 15 .belong to this.group,

. . - {c) Unclean Sujras: Caste whose water is mot P
- : - aceep £ to-a clean Brahmin are considered to L L

7~ /. _be—uncllean sudras. ,This group' includes Telis. o

: _(d).' " begraded and.Untouchable castes: Fhese
1 e / ' forn the loyest stratum of the casté hicrarchy.

Although all the non—-Brahmlns sndogamous Jatis T

.are ‘taken to be sudras for technical reasons, '« -

‘each of tHe jatis has its own place in the, local

variant of ciste hierarchy in Bengal in’addition .

. to sudra idengity.  In other wprds, '%\‘tho\.igh ’ N " o ol

) -’ the four-fold varna system of caste hieérarchy = .- . {

. . has' always beél Considered as .

. reference,. individually, eagf nontBrahmin jati
forms as-much as part of

jatis as well as Dratmins who ‘Stten rcfcrred as i
fatii For detajls see his (Sanyal, 1.] amficle R D

z "Continuities of Social Mobility in. ‘Traditloral T b

4w ... . and Modern Society in India: Twd'case Studies . . . <. i
s of caste mobility in Bengal", Jourral of Asian " v
or studies 3b+'(2); nzL; 340, | 2 o i 4

. Tslam's observanon givesa clear idea about the . | Y
.. ‘differential character of occupational caste pl
v, 5 pLevalent amorg the Nuslims'.of Dangladesh. Islam =
T Iy These bccupations are ones: that the ‘ip- - s g
FEE T T ‘-‘dividiial ¢an chéose for.hihself, and not pccup- 2
L ational cadte grolpings whith individuals are - B
committed to at birth and which are comnected by &
R jajmani relatxcrﬁhlps. There is; neVerthP]nsﬁ, - .
B - g statIstical .trénd fox a farmer's 'son to beccine.r
; iy o farmer,.a barker's son o become a barber,
<o) and a boatrlag's ssonito hecone A A bogein, (Tslam,
: . " 1978 % sy S : i

BRI SR tnsdcscnp_

“weHavg all the trad:.t)@ngl




S W T R
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Syed misspelt, and pxobably m1spr0nounced by
the informant as Soyad, Sheikh/(dimilarly mis-
spelt.and mispronoGnded as MUghl and Dathan: -

_The informant of Marion Smifh's pronounces -
Pathan as Fartan, 'In East Dengal,:sometimes .

'p\ is pronounced as 'f' and 'r' is added .
(Karin, 1961: 165). co

9. c.f. Donoghue shows ir-his study in the Bta

*' community of Japan a similar data.. Eta com-

nunity possesses a degrading status in Japan %

. because of its occupation of slaughtering- =
meat. This occupation is considered to ber .-
dirty there [Jokn D. Donoghue, "An‘ ¥ta Commun-
ity in Japan:- The Social persistgnce of, Out-’

1000-17.

~}o. A few words should ba said about the scclal

mobility patterns existent among the Hirdus of

| #“~Bengal. -This will help us to see the difference
in the mobility patterns existent both' among
‘the Muslims and Mindus. Sanyal studied,the”
mobility patteins amofig the Rindus of Bengal.
He shows:in hils investigation that Hindu caste
has.a corporate intra-caste mobility. Moreover,
he points out, By showing two cage studles hdw
the un¢lean jatis in Bengal sucgeeded in im-

» pmung their jati status to clean ones. Ulis
‘two specific cases are the Tili and the Sadgopas
jatis, which upgraded their status from unc?ean
.%o clean by changing the profession of the
entire Sreni-Samaz:(sub-caste}. For’ details-
sge Sanya

a

caste Group“", I\merlcah Anthropologist, l‘ {1957)
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CHAPTER 4

‘case” :tmlms of Musllm Stratlflcatlon ; :
In Bangladesh ., . .« :

B . B

In this chaptef, T will present qame specific’

cases reflective of the basis And the feybures of
Jusiinm stratificaticn patterns in hiahgladesh. These
N SieEE A SO116EESa EO. SEIAN SR SeRAIGRE by several
R T o

socicty.

F‘ ‘
s
E
2 .

w5, bul\_Af;r Begun' conducted research on SEraEUETeHELOR
i the villdge tommuriity of éulbwhar 1EhE distriot S |

& of C‘OI\\ll]'\, Bangladeslh. In h?]" study, ]'loth' income

and gduéation are used as an index bf soeiat satds, § o S

Both incoime ﬂ:ﬁdv u‘lucauon havg rp[l_ectcu the combined

influencd of -a nimier 0F Biotors folating ¢ sockul h oo

status as will'be seen in thé 6 case studied I have

) . g s
selected frum her study. 9 g 2 B L

v P . " ihe whole populs tion'of the village was divided
“into twen&y hine income groyps using mcofand ed~

ucation as bases of such classitics\tion. In her B

by . study, she has'choser 96 samples throush the random - . 5o ] '

a%pl;ng fechnique. ‘only the nea‘ds of familice

\mlnnglng £ the. abive nentmned 39 incone. groups -

were sc,lpctqd as subjects,/ I\lao,\to reke upla total. - . v T




".social status grade of tiis Incdneiosteagary oyt of

edycated f

. government seivice and landed proferty have raiseds /

through” the random sampling technigue out of ninety-

one old women of the village. Furthermore, the 29 -

_1ncome groups’ were also ranked A-B-C-D-E in otdér of
perceivéa soclal status or prestige. " For examule,
A’ represents highes}r social status grade, 'B’

middle status grade, /C' lower middleh 'D! lower

‘and 'E'-lowest. Each of the 100 subjects who took
_part in this inquiryiwés dsked to put eacF; of 59 2
incame Froyps ‘into one oF the Eive social status
grades. o

Case ~ 1 Government Jligh Officials: . /
2N enis i i b >
In' thiis income group, the pér capita annual income
on an averagé is Ks.® 2165.00. 'Five families of this

village belpng to: this' income garegory. Ks for. the

one hundred samples, ninety-six have placed -them
into grade 'A’ and the remaining four hdve’ put them

into grade-'B’. It is seep that the majority of the
" : 3

sanplEs have ¢lassified them-as belonging to the grade -

"A® which is the highest social status grade.

These families are considered to be the most

B ,
Ailies in the viilage.’ !Iis;her education




grade because’ they have no pat(‘rnal T 1ukdarx or

mur samples have puk these fan\xlxas in

ndary {both mean estate) which q,wes fride of

i
iy ]
vy . v

- Birth.’ Formally, villagers were’not willing to

other samples. .

®attach’ -any importance to mére educition but now it
. is noticed Lhah Lhe outlook of the vlllagers *has .

undergone change. Boen

Amonq the ‘tive, four sanples have special status .
" as, th“].r wives have university degrees. Moreover,. )
‘Athe‘y are‘efther the daughtas of hlgh officials of

- E !
mlhdars. R B e : B b i

A],l the samples have the Master's degree cxccpt e

cne. He isra graduu\te “dnd hlS wlfe has no unlverslty

dagtes, atic Hie FAERsrCIBLIED Hed olBrk, ack ot
459 ther- ; clerk, ;

university education of his wife and 1ow'status’ of

.hls father in law have lowered his status- among four

y Have. landed prope'ty which they let on a

share-cropping basis to cultivators or lease: the 1and
and take the advance payients, - Although all of them'
- live in ;:ities or: tons, they have not totally qut.
off their onnection with the vlllage. They visit

_their village nome periodically to see thelr ze-’

latives, or take part in social-geremonies’ like: Idd




oo ER-PERE e e g
5 i e . - -
' 5 z a . - - [ S ¥
[festivals, marrdage ete. 'y = e e 5
’ o LA
wo e “terer mgh education,’. incoie and gooﬂ soclal gén= .7

nections played an m\portantupart irf ralsan Ehake
#

familiés to the higheSt social status in fhe villags.
< . b

3 £ \ .
) ©- ~ Case 72, Retired Government Schodl Teacher w, %
: & " a 7 . . > P x © . N .
% JIn this income category, the per. capita annual '

income is Rs. 750.00. Qnly one family of this village

bplongs to this income qroup. (As for’the social

. .‘status grade of this income dategbry out of ome -
T hundgcd samples, T T L g
= s grade 'A' angd the »remammg twenty-two hdve placed * bl ;
. '/ this famny in grade 's' . . . s w2 i 1
. It is seen that the gréat nadoTivy,EE e sanLed S
" i

have listed this family s belonging to grade 'A'. . ;

whic¢h is the highest sogial status grade,

This family is considered as one of the most

educated fanilies bf, the village. . figher -education

on modern 11nes and employment in the teaching pro-
; fession have ra;sed this family to the hzghast social’

j status grade.

:rhe,head of the family is a retired. government- SR |
. sehial téacfer who-is also the first Muslim gradvacé. - . 3
G Chandpur subflivision of cOmua dlstllct. All his
2 L8 3 . :
& . ‘ wt b



son of 'a cultivator.

-sons and daughters-arc educated; ' All his sons are

high government officials\.A He alsq married the ~

dauqhter of an-ex- Zamindar
It is Jnteresmng to note that the twenty )r_wu

samples, have put him in grade 'B’ becauss he'is 4

’ I\n?\ther Jnterestlng 31 15 that. nea){ly one
\
hundred pex cent of the sample’do not hesxtate to
put ms sens in :howgrade 'I\' which' is the highest '

sogial status in. the village. These respondents . ,

pointed éut that his sons are fhe sons of a graduate’

school teacher, but he is a son of a cultidgtor,

" It should be noted here thdt there is a differénce

in_social siatus befween father and sons.p ~
“Here it i's evident that higher education prays

,an important role in’determining, social status inm

the vilfage: [ : ) =

. PR i
Case - 3 Profdsgor - R Lo
= ¢

‘v K r
In this.income group, the per chpita aanual

'1000.00. . Only one family of. this’

income, is:Rs

’villar‘;e belongs to this 1ncom‘e category. As for

thp :nclal statds grade of this income -group ‘out, of

one hundred samples mghty' five ;have put, them irto




'_grade TR and“the‘rcmeipipq fifteen have placed them o

.- ifito grade é' : g s

{

. Tt is menifest that the majority of the samples

have categorized them‘as belonging to grade which

is the h)ghest social statye grade, * ) : ¥

This famlly is formerly conslcered as, one of che

mosé “khandan :or sharif fEI‘\lllES of thc Vlllagc. High

bxrth, vast 'landed prcpcrty and a p:cfessorshlp o : 2

helped to raise this family to the highest speial.

'grade ' bacause the profcssor, the’ hcad of the

i

“sbitus. The. Eifteen’ samples have put this familly in . g l

G |
Yo BaymeerdSa herdsuohter,0f an meducated rien

 cultivator of another village, -Horeover, his wife .

has no higher education. - R ) : !

‘This family is very congervative in-outleck. .

Except for the professor, 211 members of the family . S
aré very conservative. An ipstance may Ba jgaven ) ‘
about their conservativé attitude. One ed_ucate’d :
wervice noldes whor i the son of a wealthy eultivator T f’
winted to marry the daughter’of the professor's bréther.
- Bicept for.the professory, all- the members of the o A i
family 0ppo=ed that marnage., The reason _is that
the bridegroom comes fx‘om alow famly, sl}bsequently, I i

0 the daughter narzied ‘ah. Drphan Jlllterate person . - i




s

“.as & hotel cogk, and is now a GHar-zama

hdded to this, this family' is ot in a posltlon

to keep the paternal p‘rooerty intact. Evgry year -’ §a BE

thej sell off more of their landed property. . w ..
Tt'is cléar that the high birth, tarded property,

higher education aid professorkhip are important . , 1

factors for,the highest social grade in the vil.lage. ;

But. the marxtal connectlon thh an 1n51gn1ﬁxcant

family, lack of ‘education of his wife and economic

ipso'lvan_cy placed this family For fifteed per cent

of the sample info 'B' grade. ° .- . o i

case - 4 HomeoEath Doctor e E : . o

. . - = ¥ " B .
n pis income group, per capita income ainually { ?

\

is Rs. 900%00. One family belongs to thils. economic’ .° : ' j
: e e v g

The following is the per tentage of, Sample placing |

this group into three grades.. Out 3£ one hundred

sample, tmrty fwe have listed this family in grace

| ity £ive have put  this group in grade B

and only ten have qraded this fanuly into 'c{.

Here in -this case, theé majcrlty of Lhé samples

have graded thls famlly “into whlch 15 mlddle A

sheials status grade, " The head of ‘the family who is




homeop‘ath ASELE. e Lp to Infermediate standard
and got a Bachelor deqree in homeopath medlclne.
Although practicing ‘in hls main occupatwn he 15
sorvmg as.a teacher in the local Madrass trgligious’
school) and post ‘master in'the. vm,age post office

.‘ slmultaneousjy.,

“his famlle/ pospesses considerable landed

family ‘married the daughtes of a'well known Khandan o

of another vlllage by qlwlx\g downes and Toney .

property and is sour eCDnOmlCally.

1
I i

this family amo@_ the vlllaqozs.

This Eamlly is pmgressinq botna' in réspect of
educatlnn and wealth ys-l: ten samples have put ix

“in grade 'ct, which.is third status grade, as his

tathgx;

before

of Pak

In

and grandfather once served as day lahourers T

These are his subsldlary occupatmns.

The Fead of the

. A
- This matr)mnnlal r(’latlon has ralse‘d the. status of i 5 i

the’ pre- partltlon days - (before. the birth |

stan)..

this case,

occupy ticn . education,

mantal coyectlon all plaj a vital role

mlmng socijal status‘ \

‘Case -~ 5 Iich pgricalturists

In"

this income

3

roup, the per capita

.

viealth and . 1

in deter-

income 1is



" grade

. oy g

Rs. 625,00, .Thefe azg ten families of this village

which belong to this economic category. .
. . 1

As for the social status grade of ‘this income

- group, out of one, hun&red simples, tvelve have graded

them in grade- sisty-four have placed them in

B', and the rest (twenty—four) have ppt them

in-grade 'C'; . L

It isevident that the majority of:the samples .

: ; g ]
have put them. in grade 'B' ‘which is thgimiddle grade

of the sgcial -status, R

The main source of 1ncome of §hese families comes

From agriculturc. These familidstare becomlng wealthy

which ensbley, them to buy new plots of land every .

yex at 4 competitive price. T

Preyiously, they did not have,a "modern” ghtlook
- -

but they aye Ken in fending their sons ana/xepend-

ents to.schools aud olleges.’ .Moreaver, their
g =

economic strength has contributed'to raise their

status amond the villagers. Their former marital

cohnections were mostly with the same’status of
- B

“people - they themselves belong to. Now by virtue of

- their-increas

vi uage,

g econcnic-solvency, they are in a.
pogitipn o establish matrimonial cqnnectlons mostly

w].ti’ Lhanda\n famlﬂ,les both 1n51de and odtsxde of the




Although they have achieved a considerable social

status by viftue of their“mgonomic sélyency thrbugh: .

i

marital connection, twentysamples have listed ‘them

hich is the lower status.group in the

. t in ‘grade
village because some menbex’s of lthese. families vere

once day labourers or part- e agncultuusts - This

fact has “down graded thm.r sovials status’ to some_ex -
tent. For 'thlS rcauon, almost all of them are eager .
to ‘make matrifonial connections wn:h the khandan - B aBy

B i

) families by. spending a considetable amcunt of money .

In these cases, wealth plays :tHe s:l.qnlfl::zmt .

role in detérmining sockal.stdtust. .. .
B . ) s
case - § Tisherman oy - L N

.In’ this incone gx; up, “the per cap:.ta annual

o . income on an dverage/is Rs.' 160.00. Only one ity
.0 of this village bEiongs to this groug. As for social
status grade of this income group out of oné hymdred
# : -'samﬁles, cleven have listed them in grage ‘D' which
e is a‘lower status grade and of the rest, eighty-
. i have placéd it in grade 'B'. AN :
- P

!
‘ This family. took up fishing orofesslon due

is 1nterest1nq

. P "to extreme poverty five years ago




-9

an objccvtion s ke Eaan
to take up’ fishing as a pr
of the daughters of the fa
hers £ather—inilaw because
a’c‘éupa‘:ion =

This family.is pl;;cea
status by the majority of

is known to the villagers

9 - : g

of the family decided” |
ofession. Moreover, one
mily was sent back by

of her father's present

in- the lowest of social - %,
the samples.- This family

as a Machua or Jalia

“Ain Chandpur locality.. Me'hbecame rith by dint of his .

family. 5 : ) i = #

This family is placed in the'lowest social” order
- i A =S 2
not because of hismeagre'_inébme bt for' taking up

the profession of a fisherman. ' ely "

¥ ol - e . i o
Arefeen Lot N . ; .

Arefeen studied.a Muslin pemindar family, par-'
ticilarly its quest to. achieve khandan or, §harif = . -
status. The following is'a paraphrase’of his study:

This is the case OF a Muslin zamindax family,

_particularly its acendancy towards aristocracy. iThe }f
A Tu L

6

foundér of the family.whs Abbas Patwari® who lived ,

sometime in the 18th asentary in the villags of Sreatamdi

merit, industry and labour. He also obtained:a bit -
of Zamindari from the then Nawabs of Bengal. ' But




he could not gather anv‘th:mg about his father partwul— w 5 O -

arly his cccupa_lon. : g

. s
However, Abbas Patyari was a clever: man. It is .
- a matter of ccntroversy whether ms ancestors were.

. originally from he:e or migrated from..some other
¥ gl

planes. It 'is evident from the Anbervien wltl‘ some ts

membiers of 'the ‘amlly \:hat thls family can not clalm .
any forEIQn ancentry Moreovér, theiy soriall connectr

ions prior-to becoming kharnden reveal that .khe family

has an obscure origini =4 i S A L 4

Abbas Patwari “was ‘gradally ;tablishin‘g his
+ position in the locality’¢ his son Abul Patvari alss - .
“amassed -mich wealth by carryitig-on cane :r‘a:c‘le'with
‘Caléutta.. Later on, Abil PAtwari's son Abdul Patwari  ® -
. doined nia father's b}:s'inéssand carned much money, : -

S 4 and with ‘that'méney they furthered tiqeir property, "

e.g., they acqu 'ed a, new zanindari estates In

'courso of their trade with Calcutta, they came in o
.‘contact with some English: mércham:s whet vanted them

to supply jute. Thereupon Abdul Pacwari wun his ’ H
fam;r, started establishing a ju(’.e (Operatlcn) at .

Chandpur ana cont1nued tradin

I
on juté vith the % M L. ol
i

English mexchants. They nade 2 huge foztuen out of . ¢ i

-the jute business. It should be noted ‘here that

bota the father and sons are said to be the first =~ 7/




EEEREN __l‘ol_.'. P . s

whative jute mérchants of Fastern Bengal and Assam.

When they tock up the ]\Jte bu51ne55, theys . i
apandoned yéu Sorreraeie trade, Morcover, Abdul~ b

Patwari took a contract with the: then Aség“m Bengal
naizvay Cempany to construct,the Railway .r;r«‘act from
Zaksharl junction ta’Chandpur (32-milés) which vas
‘completed in 1895, With théfi:ailway;‘ént;act, they

gredtly increased pheir wealth. ' It is also found

in the family history that this family was instru-" . ': -

mental in bstablishing Chandpur town (and it munfc~ £ :

‘ipath £y, ) ' [
ALERbugh “they become the domlnatlnq fugurcs st

of chat area, theéy were not recogn{zed as khandan , R, - \

by the old khandans of the distries: For thl.s L

reason, both:the brothers, hkkas Patwarl and Bbdul

pativari, married a Damudardi Choudhury fainily. { e
r . :

his Darudardi Choudbury family was corgidared to

"bé one of e oldest khanddn families of the dis-y

_trict, .Akkas Datwari married the elder sistd and
Abdy }vatwari fud ounger sueen BT whe wake
parents. It was said t:ha’: the marriage with'tna
~famidy took place in éaxchange bf\:uuge ‘amau ot
noneyh There is an 1nteresng story regardhng ?helr T

marriage. It'ls said that: tha o sisters were

- . 4

M . Sl




"xept, and when the scale was balanced, the parents

:.'Gf .the girls handed over the daughters in mirriage.

In this'way, they 'bought khandan' status, with
these marfiages they established themselves'as

" khandan in the locahty. 8 B

Another interestmq fact is that when the famxly

cE Abul Patwari became bxg, he marncd for ‘the,second

' tine i an m:dlna;y peasant fam).ly. Qe had one:'son

- by h1= sacond w:.fe whose * name was Ka:lu Patwa¥i; he

. was consxdered low born because his mothér was from‘
an ordxnapy peasam: famly Thxs ‘fact ‘contributed ”

o s
; m an attempt to prevent him from mheritmg pro=

ps_rty by his: nephew Dahar Patwari who was at that ©

"I:ﬁ!e very powerful in that area. Kalu Patwan,

‘;awevex‘, realized his legitimate share through the.
IegaL proceduze. An instance of Kalu Patwari's low
status will be revealed from the following examp].e,
One of “the u\—laws of the fadily was askc{'not to
shson, -

Hakm APatwarx, iqproved his status by marrying 1nto

it Kalu PaQwan s hnuly. _However, h,i

a Chlttadda CHoudhury famllyl ,zam;nda— of Dulla1

Pargena. Tate; n, two or four daughtersA cf H‘akun‘ g
Patv‘lar:i were éiven in exchange of‘n\onéy. The ex-

i change of money took place because the, hrlcegrooms

were saxd to. beJ,cng o a law status, although they




ERCENEE

‘were. infact veiy rich.

{’ Abduﬂf Patwarl s first son Bahar Pacwarx martied
an 01d khandan family in Faridpur district. The

thizé son of Abdul Patwari was marriéd in Tangirpar,
Mai Bari which is-also'a khandan family: .His fourth

son is a bachelor. Similarly, Abdul Patwari's four

daughters vere married to four khandan families.

His first daughter was marned to Bargah Bari (syéd

. amlly) ‘#n Mehar sree ur, his second Qaugliter was

P ma¥ried to his,nephed, his third dadghter was marr).ed
) tO (_houdhurx Bari in Goplnathpur and hls fourth
daughter was married Em Kazi Bar1 in Ralp\]./
bdul Patwarl established two edvtational in-’
stitutions at Chandpur town and ngmpd them after
his first and second sons. With the establishment
of these educational ingtitutions, thé family further
¢ onsolldated its social sgatus.
. 't Has been ‘noticed in ‘this family that vealth
played an inportint rolé in achieving khandan status
in ghe- locallty. ‘Originally, it'is seen that the
famlly was-an ob;;cure one; when n_ became scund
economically, it acquued Xhandan SEALER Ty Gone

Lraanag l\\arr}_agt thh other khandan famllles of

1
itself soclally. &

"4 the locality. In this way, thé\famuy establishdd o )
. »




'Béttbcci . . -

" aistrict.

Casé < 1 The llajipui Mahisans

Bertocci undertook a field wurk on V:Jlage life

e district of Conilla, parnculany on ‘social

':strncture and: comnunity organization. I will present

s smne of ‘his case stud1es whmh reflect” umgue ‘strat- -

ification pnmerns in the rural areas of Comilla

Thée Mahisan' lineagé of Hajipur.is
the largest in population andland owner-.
4 -, ship. .Its mémbers number over 50 and 5 B
) cnllectively own about one third of * AT
- Bajipur village's -total land holdings. . - ..
Within the lineage‘mést individual Chulas .
cdre those of "middle peasants » only one +
family being truly poor.’ It'is a sardari
" lineage although the sarder. himselT,
Gada Mia, "a rich creditor peasant” with -
-." 4 acres of ‘land and ovér-an. acre held in "¢
mortgage, is not the richest man.  His
cousyn, Anwar &li, holding over 8 acres
outright and another 1.60 acres in - *
mortgage is thc wcalthiest and best known
money . lendex in the Alirbaza areg.

| The lineage is one of the oldest in
Hajipur and "Tinpara and .t appears .that
over time they have 'grown to cénsiderable
prominénce’ in lokal affairs, , The Mahisans
- originally' engaged in cattle trade, to
-which their name attests, and 'several of
their 'members still carry c%sth;s accupr

ation. today, althcuqh on a.#maller scale
than daili prevlous generatof

Anvar ali is not{only a large land_
holder and woney:lendek, but also has




-105 -,

obtained ‘the rights'to run thie sole
government ration shep in Alirbazar,-
which Teturns him an agceptable -of
modest pProfit, "Because 'of his’large -
holdings, he can afford te hoard rice

to a peried well beyond the haryest time

.and’ thui-obtain maximum prices for it

during the "lean months" of the vear.

His sons are often seen selling his
stocks in small amounts during the-Fall,
and Winter on-market days in Alirbazar,

. In November of 1967, I once sat next to

his grandson in- the market while that:
latter sold.10"seers of the previous
year's crop. The young man, a high
school graduate withi’ some knowledge of
English, casually told me that the :
family 'still had 60 maunds- of the
previous vea: ‘amon”season alone and
had harvested recently 250 maunds of

“hich they had 'sold or- kept for conc

sumptlon 110 maunds. They would, he
said, be sure Lo Xeep a certain amount
for s’al"e during the crisis period of”
Jaista apd Kartik months, late summer
and cardy fail. ' . .

TheHalisany se HHE truly dominant’’

" lineage of Hajipur. Colledtive activities

in the village centcr around their lineage.
They have constructeda cement platform
for prayers near a pond on the outskirts
of their hpmestead and during:gertain re-
ligious holidays im which villagers gather
collectively to celebrate #nd perform
prayer...During my (author's) stay, the
leadership of a newly formed village co-
operative society undér the aegis of the
Pakistan ‘Academy of Rural Development
came to be lodged with members of the
Mahisan lingage, * AL} of thesé activitles
cross reyai® linés, and are part of ‘the
reason” that Hajipur is a multi-reyai
village. ‘hough.theré is some vying for
influence between' the M3hisans.and: the
other 2 sardari lineages in Hajipur; the
Mahisans were constantly central to life
.in the village. throughout my stay Ghere
and had’ probably.been so for vears before
then. ..




~Case - 2 The 'llajipur Munghis

.pense. of the neighbours.
““said to have -been’ associatéd with 4 great
,‘amount of. upsavory scheming and plotting

‘below) , which has.eagne

The . leadership of Hajipur's Reyais 1T

“is in the hands of -the Munshi.BarI, whose

title comes from the-fact that oné of;its
older and best khown.men, Fazar Ali, was
for'many’ years’'an accountant. (munshi- or
kerdni) .for the Maharaja of Tripura's
revenue collection.in the area. - Two -of.
the lineage's foyr fam{lies are 'rich -

‘peasants’; although not creditors, the

other two dre in the 'middle peasait”
category. - . %
i, R
Fazar Ali and his sons are regarded

" .with wide<spréad -distrust ‘and ‘disaffection
“in the village and the samaj of which it

is a part. Much'of the distrust stems.

from the fact.that Fazar Ali:is said to.
have utilized his prestige as a-reverue.’
accountant to enrich himself at the -ex-
He is furtper

in the politick of the samaj (dlscussed
d for him a 'gfeat |

deal of continuing hostility. ' His som,
Monu mia, is regarded as the 'same light}
alvays suspe¢t for behind the scene man-~
ipulations, when T arrived in-Hajipur,

Monu Mai was the chairman of Hajipur's -
cooperative society {mentioned in Case

‘1), but durirg my stay, he came under

criticism for.having stolen the csmper-

ative's fund and was dusted from the

Chairmanship, which went, as 4,52 acres,

of which nearly half: is mortgaged out,

Be holds no mortgage from others so far

as T could learn and others gaid that he

was uptrustworthy that they kould never

go to him-for money, Fazar Ali's personal

property has diminished and his,lineage

status is.thdeatenédd not only by the

problem of mairtaining wealth but alsoc by

Geclining, esteem in the eyes of the other

villagérs. Fazar Ali's siSter married

a man who came to' live in:‘the Munshi Bari

aftergmarriage (Ghar Jamai: see discussion
£ S c




belowy. .This man,- Rajab Ali,’is a'middle

peasant “'with .over ‘3 acres, whose sole,

: daughter| Fazar Al arranged to have married
' to his eldest .son, Amirul Islam.. Thus,. °

‘the losses in mortgage -sustained by Fazan

Alimay be recouped in this mannez, by
his sons.

. One metiber of the Munshi lineage is

.a debtor middié peasant,: the owner oF 1éss

than 1.5 acre most of whichjis. martgaged
out to various other familles. . This man’'
‘is,obliged to earn his living. share-cropping’
his own land .held in mortgage by othets.
The fourth family in the Munshi Bari is
that of Bashar ¥ia; ‘the eldest man in the
linegage,: now blind.. He hds several sons,
who' can work” his land holding of over

" 4.5 dcres, but he-occasionally hires kg

as.well, sifice ore of his ‘sons: 1: employed
as a clerk -in Comllla town.

. Thr Munshi llneage -this represents’
the'kinds of variations existent in one
‘linéage. Itialscfrepresentsvth'e kinds of
variations existent in one lmeage. It
also presents.a formerly. powerful family
which may have appeared to-have begin. an
incipient decline in influence ‘in vlllaqe

and local affalrs. .

Case

! -
= s

=3 The Haj igu‘r.xabiraj ‘Homestead

: jipuk's kabiraj Bari is the’ home
‘of . the descendants -of Doma Mia who moved .

several genérations ago from another

“village nearby.. The sons of Dona Mia

kave managed to amass a'lard holding of

‘over 7 Acres, part of which is held by,

the cldest, a man. 'Gf seemingly ancient:,

vintage, Akkas Ali, a rich peasant with

over 4 acres. Kayam All, his younger

‘brother, is a creditor middle peasant,

who ‘rénts out’a.small portion of his

tand and has.lent a little money, ‘thus

. .




_son,,among whom land. is held jaintly,

~-ALihas begun to registér his land-in ms‘

known 'in .the-area .as a Kebiraj, which, s oa,
. 15 the .source. of one of the homestead’s' 5 i Ao

- however, as Farazi Ba
», lineage* varmusly entitled Majumdax, .

* grandson of Rayam Al

©in tke village.. ' Thes:

Lo 15550

holding land in mortgage.
grandson holds an Intermediate:Arts (2 °

yedrs ,of * collegc) degz and is a high . . "
school tedher -in Comilld town. Far this .
reagon, Akkas Ali, and his son-and grand-

reqularly hire labour.  Moreover, Akkas

grand-son’s name, for-he is afraid that -
his daughters, who have married without
inheritance might at, some point return’
to claim -dnheritance, thus threatening -
land lgss to the lineage &s a whole,

-

Thes walitzas ohomtend: a0 | example ; .
of a lineage which has’'grown in size and * 5 “
wealth from comparatively poor origins s :
in 4 generations. Its members are con-
stantly concerned about the relative -
wealth .and power of - he linéage, as well
as about its respectibility. Kayan ali,
the second son’ of Dona Mia, learned the 3
art ‘of ‘curing Gattle.illness and became ° A

titles. Thls lineage 15 also' knom, . * B
for ‘it is said

that Doma Mid was very piousman and his

sons Wish that image:to ‘remain.”- The

have managed to secure magriage tigs with,

anshi,.llaji and othér high Status titles .
In"various patts of thana, B conversaf- .
ion with Hakim Ala, ERe schapl teacher's
, makes the can-

scioushess-of their rise quite clear,
Pt one point, he referred to their rwalry
h other linéages, partitularly: that of
the Munshi homestead; and said "We havg -
increased our ‘populatidn quite & hit now,

i have. gained a bit of land. Grand- .
fathar s a good man and well respected
ays no one wishes

us any troubl
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case --4

The Kazis of Mauza In\ramgabn
One of the homesteads peripheral to
. . Bajipur's core is that of an impoverished
+ Kazi Family whose.members -still retain -,
that distinguished title. - Its members
are all poor or landiless, having lost most
of their ‘property in mortgage oyer, the °

“to work what remains of their own land, -
ti¥ that of others, held-in lease, and *
in the winter mopths™are engaged as -
rickshaw pullers, hiring the vehicles..
from ‘'others in Alirbazar. They are re-
cognized in Hajipur and-envirems as a
poor lineage and thé Kazis are ingled
_out’ for tha donation of cow hides during
thie festival of . Td-ul-aAzha - (Korbani Id),
when animals are witually slaughterad for
Fratien and during Id-ul-Pitra“ -
hen thé end of Ramadam marks the oc- |

casion of a great feast. It is incum-

bent on the wealthy tu, give away hides

- of the animals, whose meat they otharmse
+ . consume,, to the dlsadvantaged.

The, poor Kazis are well, regarded,
however, by other villages and they are

~ . always welcomed in »clldge gatherings.-

One of their membe: joined the co-
operative society ir Haj pur’ and has

taken loans with moderate interest-in’

the hope of improving his. lot. The others
had not done so at the time of my research.

*. Sona Mia is a member of gx hasthi
. lineage, only one .of whose individua.
;families is a middle peasant in economic
ca egory, Sona Mia owns only .06 acres.

Case’- §  Shona Mia Tinpara.

. ' Of land, ¥hich has been mortgaged oEf:
- he is in effect, landless. ' lle earns .
his living by rickshaw pulling and day

.

_years:  Rll o ¢ the men who are still able -

N



labor’ in the, fmlés B SEhere, ielahd
-his agnatic relatives are rarely seen.as
participants in'cdllective adtivities in’
Tinpaza and with exdeption of Shona Mia,
are fearful of many of their neighbors:
Sona Mia claims that they were once called . ¢ -
azi; but neither they nor their nelqhborS‘

Use the-title at the present time, o

Bertoccel's above examples show some unJ,l{ue
faatures of stratlfxcatmn existent amonq the Musllms
of the rural. COnlllEl d1str1ct As evldent in Case
i, thls lineage group 1s stable in respect of main~

‘t‘alnlng‘ltvaﬁal'th, status and power., “Indeed, it °*

| is also succeeded in improving these factors. c‘ase'_
2 rsflects the process Of decl).ne Of the Munshls,
parLlcularly where a powerful ma, of that lineage
‘bagan to 1ose his land. ‘-Case 3 shaws the gradual
eiae or & paninged ecoromic and ‘social " "respest-

. ibilityT. Cdses Aéndi show the, condxtlon of poor
peasant families. For them‘it seems ‘the chance

" Gf gaining status and wedlth is very remote.
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.every 2 or 3 years) enabled zamindars in the

“hereditary cwnership of soil with,many powers

“ant wds appcinted, whose functions. in the vlllage
'

" NOTES TO CHAPTER 4
Note some'chandes aré made in case studies with-
<ut author's permission.', These have been done
in:order fo elininate the facts which are not

“.relévant 'to’ the present study.’ .

Rupee currency

The son-in-law who lives in, the house of ‘the
“father-in-law. ; PRy

A system of medical practice that treats a
disease specially by administration of mihute

,doses of a remedy that -would in healthy persons .

produce symtams of .the disease treated. = Prac—
tice of homeopath medicine is widely practiced
in Bangladesh. . w

The 'zamindars' is a class of men standing
between the king and the actual cultivators

and servinq as collector of revénue, while
possessing-some. sort of ownership. in land,

were known' in the Hindu period; - the name was',
first given by the Muhammadan government to ‘
‘its agents in the colléction of revenue, who
had no permanent right to the land. But the
fact of Bengal being a frontier pravince far .
away from the capital of Mughal empiré .and ‘the

overshifting character of its rivers and alluvial E8Bas

land surfacg, (which made & ‘new survey necessary
Scventcenth century to acquire in practice a

offeudal barons (J.:N. Sarker, Economics

“'of British India, M.* C: Sarker and Sons, 1917,
T Fa— 2 &

EN

In each village a 'patwari! of village agcount—

resembled those of the 'Kaanungo' ip the -
'Parguna'.- IL this sense, we can teim patwari
as vlllage zamindar in Bengal (Jadunath Saker,

Listory of bengal, University of Bacca, 1948,
p. 29. 3 - :

These cases ire tdken from Bertocci's unpublished

‘Ph.D. thesis in ah unchanded form.

o B,
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reyai, the author means here that " ithin
the village' there exists several subqroupmgs
whose members are varicusly loyal to one or the
other or several sarders. These groupings are
designated locally by the term rayai, word ap-
parently from 2rabic, rgiyah meaning 'citizen'
and whose derivations 1% indard Eengali (e.g.
reyati).carry the connotatidn-of ‘protege’.
Hajipur, for example, has three sarders and con-
sequently three reyais. Where, 3s in the case
of Tinpara, one saxdar dominates local affairs,

- the.term reyai corresponds in fact. to'organiza-.

ﬁlmﬁnv ormal' and interactionally constant
o surrounding similar group.\.ngs” - .
i, 72: .30). .




Ao " CHAPTER 5
R Sunmaty

2 _In this thesis, .I have discussed the socidl strat-

. ificatibn patterns existent among the Muslims of ',

Bangladesh. In discussing these patterns, reference’

*had been made to the, stratlflcatlon paétexns pxevalent :

L 1n early Islamlc Arabia as well, in order to see

whe’thcr or nct the Musllms of Eangladesh follow ‘the

early ‘slanic stratification priciplés,

' : Islam is bagcd on equallty. Contrary to tms

prlnclple, even after its 1nCEpthn, it. qave blrth

¢ to a’stratjfi{:atwn systcm which was. primarily based

o the veckoning of nobility of descenti, In faot,

:the reckoning ‘of nqul;ty of descenh was carried

over from the pre-Islamm practlces of detemming
8 social ‘status.” For example, boasting’ of .Ancestry

was consldered to be of supreme :meortance in pre-

Islamm Arama and a man who could not boast of ©

;ancestors tried to gohnect himself to a.nisba or

.gentile name. teli s s 5

n this way, Tslam gave birth to a stratitication

'ystefa, contrary o phe wonlds G equalxty, whlch was

" baséd on the 'following p:incip’le (13 counting of -
" descent from, the prophet Mubaqmad is'given Supreme;
wi % y = o




importance, and ® (2) then fron the Arab and Finally v,
to non-Arab.. ’ . E

It appears u:cm the data that the socLz\l stratlf‘cat—

fon’ patterns’ of ‘Tangladeth Hig1ins i¢ based on the o~ -
cx;:on'ingxof noéihty of descent. Eyldenee is amply pro—
.., vided by both census reports and recent oot oiontaal andl
" “anthrosological studies done on Ba"ngl‘;.desh ‘society. How-
_ over, the present SHidy 45 5 IMPECESIOHINELe Brek. THLS
£alls for further investigation at an SRR T A ETEL, ‘

icakion

The data algo revea‘ed that Muslim s‘trat)

[ pattprns in Bargladesh Fodlow & unicué pattc\rn’ Unlike © #OE

du caste, Mus.lim stratification -is ch aractcxlzed bv

flemuhcy, the meortance of wealth -in deternining

.and achmvmg socxal status,\ and t1e absence of the

concapt cﬁ’—puntv polutmn.

A This, thesis also 1nc}dade€ 12 case Studles from . i 4%

different empirical. vork done on Bangladesh Muslim
society, partidularly the stratlflcatlcn patterns,
In. fatt] these cases support the ccrtentmn lndlcatcd : [

above’ that ¥uslin sttatification in Bangladef-h ‘s

- :)primarily based on the racokoning.of nokility of

descent These cases hive further.indicated shat ~ . . -

fuslim 'caste' is Flexible, i,e.. mobility from ohe
. caste to, another i very easy, -and wealth is-the

prime mover ofisocial statusl® I T

i

z

!
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Conclusions —

" . Tt.is evident.from- the data), ;thed that the Muslims
of Bangladésh foliow a dxfferent pattern of ‘social
stratification which cannot qualify asa form of
. Bindu caste. In fact,‘we have seen that most of ‘the
“authors on Muslin stratification’ in the Indian sub-
sontinent hold that Muslim stratification is an
'Extens‘ion of ‘Hindu caste. But our data revealed thab
the Muslin’ stranficatmn in Bangladesh bears- a close
resemblance to the BT GE stratification pre-
{ ‘valent in edrly Islamic Arabis. In fact, it has been
£ound in kb tnvastiatTon that the reckoning of
' nobility of aescbﬁt is t‘hc fundamental basis of
stratification both in Epngladesh and in garly

Talémic Arabian soclety g

‘. ‘-Data on Bangtadesh Muslinm stratification shov *
Sepesil ‘unigue features which differentiate it from
the Hindu system of caste. For instance, unlike  °
lnindu' caste, lfhislim stratif 1cat10n 15 flexlble,

there s mobility from one 'caste’ to’another, a

great importance'is attached to wealth in determining

. / \ ¥ .
social status; and there is an absence of the con-
cept, of purity-pollution. .By comparison, the. Hindu
system of caste is gicfid, with no inter-caste

& Tmobility;. wealth doés nat play any significant role .
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_in determining social’ status;  and finally, much
importange is. attached to the cénce'pﬁ ‘of putity-
v pc}LLticn v : )
& word shoulé be said-about ‘ the -appucam ity of
the r:oncept of caste in stuaqu the Hias Lim strahf-
1cat10n‘systcm in Bangladesh. Itvseems From® the

data that M sllms follow dlffere'lt strat).f].catlon

principles, and thexeﬂore, that the applar‘atJon of

the conccpt cf caste will not explain the systen but’

rather will brmq < nfuslon as tD 1ts proper L‘.tructure,.

In fact, most’ ef the authors who: write about Muslm

strat cation in Irdla apphed the caste concept

° to the I-Ausllm sltuatlon ahd came up with an Adea
“that the_Muslun stratificatidn is simply an -extension
of ‘the Hipdu caste. Fog bxariple, the ‘use bf concepts
‘like 'caste-like', caster analdfoug, etc., by Some -
autnors indicate that Musllm stratlflcatwn is baslc—

~ally an offrshioot'of fhe Hincu system of caste. It

“also suggests that Muslim stratification resembles
"early Islamhic stratification patterns: )

The caste comcépt, in a limited or ‘sociological
sense, mey be applicable to’ the Muslins of Bangladesh.
but its applicaticn involves s,’enous pitfalls; e.g..
the caste ‘concept does ot carry the £411 conceptual .

4 3

"meamng of the Muslim stratlflcat]on system in

s N '

R

/
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o s & Bangladesh as we have seen in the mvestu&anon

«. 7 In this connection, Pige- !uvers‘ 971z 231-233)
comment is highly rele\éant fle raised similar 4

< - points in his lirticle oi caste. . For him, saience
requires precise wo‘rds.‘ A-scientist needs a suit-

" ablé concept which effectively cxplains the social

: pher;o‘me‘r‘zoh which he studies. lle waxns that the
applicatior cf the same concebt s;n\ultaneausly to o]
dlfferent levels or kinds of social reality will

. ; ’brxng confusion. leewlse, the apcl:.cation “of ‘the.

C " same- concept in studfing both the Nlindus and Muslims . “n

& % of Indla maj distort and confuse \mde:standxng. ok :

Stucents of thxs area need a su:.table concept whu:h
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