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X 2 3 3 ,A' nrnomm. w _,\\..

™o Ia)ot hypotheses' prevailed during euly decades of the

tvenciet.h century mncemxng the ozxgi.n of the historic béothuk.

' ;me first held that the eribe wirs descuxie:t. of prehistoric Indian
peoples vho migrated to lMonndhnd £roa Noja Scotia. ‘The second:

hypof.hesil zecoqnlmd l mu. but. nev&the eu apparent C\I].hl!ll

z.ehti.onship betugen the’ leat:h\l.k ana e hlnlozlc Labrador Indians.

By cmpazi.nq t.ha Beothuk with t_h: mec of m:um- in)nccs and

“the’ Honthruis/ﬂuulpi of um-mz -and no:the Quebec

who sha:ed i

‘q aLmLJax qeaqnphicu envirofment as ‘r.na Beothilk -~ _this meuu study

: 1ttnnpted to, pze-ane mmever affini.ties it sthe non-ut{dc na:ezm

culture of the d mtupk cmllcl ally be argued as

beinq mre clusely Lkln to the chlnnc or, convnz\uly. to the Hnntaqm s/ on

. llampi. As data collecting pmqussed. paralle] trends becase apparent i ince
in the material cultures of the Micmac w\lhnnwll/hmpi vhxr;h i
« upued ‘that the majority of the historic northeastern Algonkian cultural B
A t.ralts weze rot indigenous along the Atlantic coast) but derived frem - . .
T acunitary ougsn to the west of -southern Labrador, | . <

A model emerged during mr. period of pnlmml—y research whih >

involved a merging of pnhll:nric Algonkian speaking o\' proto Algonkian

speaking migrant peoples from an hypothetical 'homeland northwest of

the G\zaat Lakes with.an -unay well- gm.bxuma bit small coastal -

Indtan popunuon the cultural descendents of the Maritime

-'s.ud in its inttial suqes on Siebert's ‘adstributional .chy of uqamm

* and proto- ki 1 tems for nortl flor:

fauna

.(siehezt 1957: 13-47). this model was used to axpllhl the clo{e
3




lanuisttc agfinttied betveen the coastal waxmu)q and central Algonkiail
spcikinqqnmpluv‘untn nonummmmnuwmmm as

@ tribe in sany wiys culturally end imgusuuuy gxmnc:. -

. Sho\llxhqn inflax of

pecglay have sl

particularly in aua,;

t..\ut‘ mtex-qmup conflicts would Hise o

vnm iste ur

Hith a uni.dum: popruhtion vhich was l'mall ami

a.nd mxine -= were’

- both

fnost accéssible.,

gradual assimilation mlqhe have occmed ‘with' .uxnequent chungeu in tﬁn
language ad cultire of m coastal group.
Existing lithic and bone archaeological edeam, whilé not

directly supparting the model, did not contradict it. The -xldtvd{of
v . \

problens, which would have\undoubtably arisen ‘from an in depth ,czmpaxuov;
IR e T I s B SN functional
Gountérparts, made such a comparizon impractical within the cnnfins

of this stedy. Piphasis was placed, instead) on prehistoric sequences
nm‘nstmud £x6d 1i¢hic evidence. The hiatus in the archaslogical
ueoggéic:‘x' Newtoundland from the last ccoupation of Port au Choix ana
smaller prehistoric sites along the northeastern coast by mi:mg'
TN S SR, dvidence for the appearance of the >
of

Putllxe anestlg&tion of lithic and bone

1y indicate the

Beothik ‘on the island did not

. the former ‘cultural: group.

in |

¥ widanca Exon s; may well ' ate a

- 1
nccupa:ion of the island from the Late Archaic wq-.umm’l: times.
Pl
|

L




Montagnais/Nascapi Bands of the Labrador

Peninsula in the 1920's. (Speck 1931: 565).



we e/an:estral to t_he historic

xado: pengnsma had not ym./r;en ’c‘omple:ed‘ by the eur)i, historic era;

'thie denive o thﬁancims Archaic’ tradition. ’!'he mu'nuxe of these

iun Beople was n:n_kinqu hmme}.eous, as ;
idenced by the, nature, of the itens in the Montagn: s/Masqapi nuseun

(,collectxons discussed in the" following comparative’study:

{«: was this

cultuxal “_ ty, S i ag ing tq

.ac ‘tnts

to sezmn for vestiqes of an/omer, coas:u :i\dxtmn

he general




s of ‘the ektinct Beothuk

with qeoqzayhiz:%\y

N

cause: Qm' th 'disappearance of the ‘tribe just\ prior: to 1630. °. tate-

In .addition :o’che sguzia‘s_ 2

'mm/rns of a then iis:-vhding generatxnn
3 E A

af/ sightings and pména) encounters LS the' Beothuk, there %

accounts, Too often.the subject appeared to have been endhrouded in




callous for the

blatant1y; espous,
x o

N\
Notre Dan
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~fail\|ze4 sm Hdﬂ:hic's two :elmve died s m:az t_hay were b:euqh: s
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