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Some of the poo:elt> penéle llln st. John' l‘\llvl An uhgnu)"

- 'op‘ented boarding ' houses. These people llaludo alcoholics,
Adxug-addict_n, ex-offenders,- mentally and phy-ical handiclpud, old
4 ,.age peneloneu, and .structurally unempl.oy-d people. lolt are
3 ‘nnqle, unanployed, and lacking in clou in(u.y and fﬁenalhip
thn ln the city. Klmost- all- :ely on some form.of state’ support
'f.c: thoLx maintomnca, and this support is° often hmdcquat‘.- ‘An
meetlng thei: day ‘to day ‘needs.’ -nm; thenll delc:!.h’el 11!5‘ Ln.
the low 1ncome boarding house, and pxnvl.dll ln lnnl.yaia ot the
social milieu of the boarders: their :euttonl with each’ ‘other, .
with the wider society, 'und: the !_.nntltutionl with which t.he:y
interact. . wg : : L : X
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ok u . ntie fo{ exampla. mide the w:ltlng of . the theaj.a much’ easier ‘by

% just being Ratie: And’ the: the e were peeple like Bill Hynd who

. would, nding on the ol i ~Gffer some: ftiendly
'A " advice, ct!ticism, or a kick Ln the’ bahind. Such ‘a 1ist vonld be’
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«w = Chapter 1

. Brazil szuaxé, ‘a street located in 'éhe lower west end of St.
L John'l’. “has\, tladit_ionally been asaociuted with 'boarding

Houce!(s_parkeg,iSGS-l) Vv 'Dhey weu consldeted places Hhe:e visi-"

A tors to" the | city uould find Anexpensive and. reusombly clean P
) nccommodatlons. éut in Januazy and Februazy of 1984 tha general

puhl.ic was made awate that many bourdlng houaes were below a’rea-

' sonable livihg standm:d and that such- houses weze not ‘only 1n the

‘“: lwet woat side but scutte:ed th:oughout the city. Unmarried

mothers, alcoholics, ex—psych:\ac:ie patients and unemployed peo-

" pie were living two or three to a room, ten to 'twenty to a -house.

They -were undax"fed, underclothed, *and living lin_ £ilth. There’

were cracked windows, ieaky rooE's and furnaces that‘ dié not work.

The conditions in the b;ardiné houseﬁ were E'irsb‘d_écu:;\e‘nted
on a local ééieviait‘m n'aws program "Here & Now". The public was -
lnfa_m’ej of a vicioua cs:c}.e which encompaased boarders, land-:
lords; the Dep&:tment of Social Services, and City Hall, Many of

" the board!.ng houaea were run by’ people whose only source,

incoma was the money. they .collected: from the boardeis. The
l\aj'o:ity of the boarders in turn were,dependent. upon th;a ‘Depart-
.ment of Social -Services,” which- provided just over two hundred

dollars \l_mqnth for each individual's: room and bont;l.
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" # The" st. aohn 8 City Council zeqyiud that ‘houses with more.
te than fouz boa:dezs be 11censed and m?ﬁ:tain condltionl o!
operatlcn. Por example,” city rnglation dem nnd thaLthe hduses
ch, fire resistant g_ypsum boa:d,
ch floor J

have walls with five-eightu

fire alazm ayetem, smoka dete o: , ‘a second éxit on

with lighted exit -sign. ﬂra Lino:s on .all hedm’am, me:gency SR
lighting, and fire extinguishers 131/!:;1e !u:naca room, kitchex\ and-,

: Fingus
- one on each floor.l‘ Thé lodging tTcuse by law also ‘requires thlt
\ .

[t the house p:ovide 15 nqua:a teet‘per petaon.(wall,lssl a)

\
el y Heetlng tl\x\ese regulauons uoula r
? \
inv.es;mem-.. Th\e regulations _wefe also

- \ s e 4
time that would require further f"expenditu;

| ire a _ Bizable cnpttnll

<
ubject to-changes at any
by - boarding - house

\

-operators. \ 4 . TV
\ ﬂ\ : - o
\A bonrding houae pxoprteton could‘keep up to -four boarders
‘ At 5200 a

and \-Lot: be gove:ned by the boaxding house by- 1awa.

‘month pel' boaxder this would mean a gross income of around $880,
food, heat and li.ght, rent or a

out of which would have 5" ol

|
mortgage, plus other assorted costs.2 men if boarders could' be~

\as much| as $486 a month. whlch is hlghly

-found—who would - pay
‘unllkely, the pzoprie:or would make very 1ittle protit. In 'gen-

eral then, people who kept ewer - than four boarders were not

g “P dependem: solely on those bou:da 8 for

income, ‘and people who

! '} 1 Cathy Whl.te. A televl.aion do: umenr.au on boarding

/ houses in St. John's, Part 1. First shown on the local ¥ oz
B [ C.B.C newscast "Here & Nw', January 1984.°

- +2:1n January 1984, SZM was a common charge ‘foi room

/ and ‘board - in -the 'city. ’l‘his amount could vuy Erom

house to- house.




wate dapendam: upon "the boarders fox J.ncome we:e £orced to ‘keep

mo!e than four boarders. Butnif they kept mo:e t.han 'fl)l-lt board-

ers they had to ibida by the- 1gdging house byrlaqg, something.

operators did not obtnin licansea but " choae instend i to ‘ope'rate

111aga11y. !’hia resl.u.t:un a game of hide and aeek with the

baazdinq ;muae ope:ato:s alvays u:y of city - 1n5pegto:s.

Social. . Services whue thei: clients a:e boa:ding. However, the

Depntment of Sﬁfal Se:vices cnnsxders the iniormntion contiden—v

\information leading to the location of an xllegkl boa:ding”hcuse,
\but the pubﬁ.c rarqu knows 1£ a-house is legal or illegal.and

\usuully cares even-less. ' Even if an illegal. boaxding hquse, were

many could not uftozd to do. As a result many 't‘:oarding house -

. The innpectors \ﬂ:st ptobl.am was t:o ﬂnd an illegal house. ~
" This was not u].waya an: ensy mattu:. One md.ght: th!.nk that all an
inspector wol‘rﬁ have to do would be to ‘ask’ the‘ Depa:ment of

‘\ tial. ' The mspec\:ors usually re].ied upon the general publ.ic for '

‘fbund,; the . inspectors are required .to give forty-eight hburg_"‘

ﬂoélce befo_refnn inspe'ction. ay‘vthe‘ time  the inspector arrived
on—thi€ . scene, the operator had usually evicted the nuinber ‘of

boude:s neceanry to reach the allowable ]Jmit of . four or had

. shifted them to anothet house he or she might own.or opetate. .

C!.ty lnapectora have managed to inspect ard cloae some " houses,

but this has led to-'a/d}ffe:em: problem. Thé substanda:é, S

. Sy
ctowdsd houses are all that many ‘boarders and boarding house’

tors ' can .lffo:d. Poor housing attracts poor people: simply g
because it is.cheaper. By limiting the amount ‘of poor h&u‘siﬂgi

'tlh city limits the numbsz of plucea a poor person can go and a;
|- . .

| .
| o ¥ N & 5
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. . a
‘poor person.can, and often does, end up on the street,
; 2

. At the_ﬂthna of writing, in February of 190‘5. t_nu_‘/problln
has been exacerbated by the kpeculation brought on by offshore
o0il dqvelomemny owner factd with ‘stable rents as set by
+* /r.hc' Department of Social }ewicea, rising cost of ‘opu'létonl, 3

constantly changing city by-laws, and ‘lttt?xéi;n from the city

_lnupt‘ct;ru, : have . fc‘aqr’ld it much more pfotinbln to sell. .Buxu

squa‘u, a-;tuet once 1ined %n botf.h : lidnn with _;b!o/and .three

Btory boarding—houses, hiu disappeared. - A, latge convention
p center ’wul soon take its p!.née; I‘MIF type of ' development
' increases t;he pressurd®on other boarding houses, compnundlng the ¢

problen of overcrowding with more violations. 4

" B - “
‘For .the week or two after the television reports in 1984 the
public was .subjected to what could on'1y~ be deuéxibed. a\ an

. ) ) evasive a.nalysis. Tom Hickey,.the Minister of Social satviéan,
B was quoted as.saying

Well I guess I have to. acknowled: 7 2 a
ge that
does have some responsibility here, nlan.ngi:;p:}:x:.::
g:e city and I think that we have to come-to grips-with
at, something‘has to be done. It's not as easy prob-
1&- to settle and it's going to require a great-deal of
: ort llxhwean both .the “city and ourselves. But I
think we're up to it and that we're on to it.3 .-
Shannie Duff, deputy Mayor of the city, when asked if she had :ll;y.

solutions to the Problems, replied:

l:;!i;kﬂ::t of all, Cathy, I wouldTike to say éhntf I
at your program (referring to the reporter who
. broke the boarding ‘house story) last night was very

’ :
.3 Cathy White. A Television documentary on boarding

i . houses i7SE. John's. Part 2. Rirst shown.on the loost—
=% c.B.C.~ne_|_ucut "Here & Now". January 1984. .
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good_and that you hat
e \:::..::.;‘:'_ Lo B :“zhi:.*:"::::: B
‘Mrs, Duff then went on ':o descuu _how ditflcult it was to ¢
inspect- unlicensed. boaxding houses. Bie lla!.n proble!, sha’gu.d, ~
was how to.locate f.ha. But de-pite,the p:obuns in Ldanutyxng
Shese hvouul nzu. Duff assured citizéns that the city u,dn!.ng
all thng-it eouxd, .and tndaed haa alzenay managed.to clou some
eight or

. nine houses that year. It appears that Mis. Dutf'

lol.ution vould be to close down the boazdl.ng houses. °

The mnn—-dfamntic moment LE the boa:d!.ng house cont:oveuy

e wu:h :hu release n: a report by the community Servicea Coun-_v
-"'Eﬂ. Har!.e Hedderson, one,of their 1n£omlt10n nfﬂcsrs ’

in' an
utnmpt to ob:nln some. first hand information about 1ifeé” tn—

bol/tdinq house, decided to 1live in one. 'mcjouue shel nved in
uz‘u' one of a three-house operation.

She :epotted that there we:e
a tonl of nlxty-fivo boardru in the houaes, thirty each in two
\o( them and five in the other. The hoqus _were not 11cenaed, 8o+

,lthc npeut!.on was ulogu. Eelideu the ovuczavdlng,. Heﬂdeuon
dolcubed a nit\nuon vhexe—"people ]ived in filth and were

{nnda(féd. as sha put _it;

ltov\" of tha houses éver appeared to be cleaned and
’/han was a foul smell in them, particularly the house
Ve ate at. The odors of ,cooking and dirty bodies min- e
gled. to: create 'a very "obnoxious atmosphere, purtlcu- %
‘larly at mealtime....Because of these conditions At was
Jdifficult to eat the fooﬂ, which was mostly overcooked .
and poor tasting -anyway. ' But #ervings were ai'uuys i
‘small and you were always hungry so it’was necessary to.
eat it....Cleaniness was something alien’ to -1life: in.
,thil bon:ding nousa.- 'l'hexb we:e no cleunlng agencies.

i) & mm, T it




° The bath;oan\s 1n the housa Hhere I Btayed were Eil.thy. .
- It laoked as ~though ‘it hadn't’ bean cleaned in years, .
*an ther :.nothing nothing "arqund tq‘ c].ean lt .t
with(!edde!son,l%h!-s). i ~N {

8, The :epon'. nnraged citizans, the boazding hodst mist:eaa, 5

and Tom Eickey alike. he local hotl.inu shows' w!ve del.ugld with :

calls uondemning thb gave:nment for alloulng uuch u situntion to

mgist.. bxy calter 'suggested that HA:!Q nedﬂnson be namnd_'
Citizeﬂ of, d\e Ye:w: cavezing the atory, and brin?;ing t: to. -

27

I have on.ly iou boarde:s. Sixty boatdera,is out of the
The .woman was telling lies, there was’ Jots - -
. And othe girl w_}l.ao lying; about , thc dirty -

Al
Hickey condemned Heddezson for. ua!.ng "CI1A tact!.ca', ana con=-

demned the :epo: because it was written “with inzo:mationv'

He said he” would Lgnoxe"'

obtained undex" ia.lse prebensa
. gt

Hedderson 5 acscunt and the Community‘ Se:vices Council .because h)ev-'

_,co'uld noﬁ: rea’l be suxe whether - ot . not the 1nfo:matt/ vas

correct. i Hickey 8 " handling of the aﬁtﬁ}ation was tahbeeo’me -an
embp:ussmenc, not only fo: himself, but £or’£h_e whole Depa:tment.

- .of social Se:vices. A few daye later an 1ntema1 document was

zeleused to the pzesa, ;\ndreven though ‘there nas ah attempt .t.o‘

keep . its ‘contents £rém ,_public attentton, bits and p!zec‘el ‘made,

their way/ into the local. papeps. 'In effect, the ‘repogt confirmed

the Eindiqgs oE Haddeuen ] :enlzch. ovemrouding, ununitn:y

. condltiona, poor meals did exlst 1n many of Bt. John’u _boarding -

’ 5 Canadidn Broadcasting Copporqtion. .News mie
Yo of Marie ﬂeddemona' Press Release, (St. John's: Febry—
. " . ary 1, 1984} ) . 2 ' .

pnblic attenuon. The 1ﬁnd1ady and Mr ﬂickey were, hwever, not .
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$ "
‘ "hounea. Bub tho 1ntarna1 regon: went a step further, suying that
the p:‘oblu\ wnl withtn the Department. |

' 'If npt-legally, then moraily, does not the Department

i1 of# Social Services have responsibility to see that all

ans live decently and maintain human dignity? -If,

¢ indeed, we accept the moral responsibility, then much

has to be done to correct the gross indignities suf-

,iered b¥ Jany of our clients(Evening Telegram, February
1984 . -

-

chkey was d. He demned the unkn person who
¥ l’eaked the :apozt as - well as the media for making parts of it

publ@c. He mninhinad that it was an inteznal working document

'l'he pol!.ce were called and an 1nvestiqation was conducted to.dis-

P bl ‘cover. who had¥l eaked th,e report to the media. o g

P Essentially, three things came out of al}l this ; publicity.

% - Flrsty boarding‘ houde operaters, fea:ing a c:ackdown, evicted

many of Ehe boardexs, and becnuae of increused inapection many

opexatots were forced to close. The second zeault was the estab-
ulhment of the suppon:ive Housing Action camm!ttee. Finally,

thesboarding. house c:lsia created a myth that the housing problem

govexnmenk services nnd something .would’ an be done about Lt.

S *
- The,wict:ions and eloeures forced many bca:de:a into the

. at:eat. A few, with. nowhe:e; else°to go, b:oke into vacant houses

whn: they nleded. Some of these ppop(lfa were caught and cha:g}d

tor k.he!.r offenaes. Most of the 'evict boarders ‘were piaced

- and’ that” M:a publication made it difficult to address the 1eaue.‘

hnd,‘nt lasc, come to the attention oi the general public and/

1n the wesc end, and,‘ because’ they had no money or food, ~stole’




R?duxdles- of th.e route the evicted boarders took, the-pres-
sure on them was gua’t. Ila'ny did not know where they. would be or
what r.t_néy would be doing from DI‘Ie day to the next. One éutticu-
lar hotel used as ar‘emdgq,en’c‘y shelter was located on th§

outskirts of the city. As the social networks and activities of

the boarders are usually located in the downtown area, those who

were sent to the outlying hotel found thuh],vea isolated,

without. support or the means to ‘get back to the city. According -

to one iieldvorker with the Canadian Mental Health Auochtion,
it was this type oE pressure uhich caused one of her c].ientn to
try to. commit m}icide.

—— - .

. The Supportive ’Bouli’ng Ac.g.on’lcomml.ttgn.uu made up' for the
_most part by social _Gorkers, "communlty agencies and church
rep:eun‘tativei, flal latef subdivided into Vt}’ntee_ o;qanizuttanl.
One group called itseilf the Community Support Services Committee,
a second the Alternntive Housing Committee, vhue a third called
‘itself the Hostel P:ogzu Committée.” The first committee noted
that many. o{ the boarders lacked the basic skills which would .

enable then to parttciplte in community - activities. This they

concluded resulted in Eeellngs of isolation and low nelf-utnm.

—

To overcome f.hu the committee suggested the s-tnbliahmnnt of a

-supervised i’iv!.ng syatem - where bq_,ndatl,-'with “the help of gui-
6 Personal Communicatipn. -
i/ Thl Rev. Bruce Gregerson, Mona wall, of the Catho).-

ic Social Action Committee, and Penelope Rowe, oOf

Community Services Council, enchgchaued the nnpecuve

committees; Together they made-up the Supportive 'Hous-
ing Committee. ¥ =
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dlncl'eoﬁnullon, would be able to h;tiqtlte themselves into the
—— community. This committee also recommended that sotial support
ntvlces‘h'imutund, suth as a t‘unty-four hour cxuu line

service and tuinlng proqull for boaxding hon-e operators.

The Alte:nnu.vo Housing Committee set out to examine dif-
fennt optio'nn for housing the residents in question. Recogniz-
ing that there was a wide zange of needs to be addressed, . the
committee tried to match the housing options with various indivi-
dual needs. Four :ecammendptl.ona were made, First, that a finan-
cial assistance program be established uhich Hould» allow board-
ing house: cpa:nl:ou to upgrade their houses to city standards,
Second, - that the Dep“unent of Social Sezvice! increase the
amount glwad for rent to $3lﬂ per month. Third, that special-
care lomes be -established with . rent allocations of $630 per
mnnﬁ.\wm —S-Epervlned .npa_rtment ;‘:zog:an"be esta-
blished under which individuals could share rental accommodation.
This péog:_ln Vueul to be veéy similar to the £iTst committee's )

nuperviied 1iving program.

The Hostel Committee sef out to,examlhe the need for a hos-
tel in St. John's, and investigate who it might -service. . They
determined that a hovltAel. would serve a number ;\fpdlfferent
groups, including persons ":h.o are lllvinq, on .the street with
ucoho]i or drug Lf_elaitel} problems, people who are forced to leave
their homes because of family violence, and native peopl‘e who are
vhg.ting from other parts ot‘ the province. Tha. committee sug-
gested that there were 'abou-t: £ifty ‘Iﬁimqng ;t any ql.v:n time
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in need of hostel services, but, for reasons that are not clear,

s they recommended that a hostel with minimum accommodation for
thirty be established.

It was the-investigative reporting by a CBC reporter, some
insightful newspaper~articles and undercover work by an informa-
— tion ofﬁ;:ez for the Community Services Oouqclx, >that created th;

mydr that the pro:;m 'had finall.y‘ béox\ made known and &onathing.
would now-be done about it. In fact, however, many. people had
known about the boarding house problem for years. Certainly the
) Govetngnlem:. 1of Newfoundland  and other bureaucrats h’ad b:lar

knowledge -of the ptoblem. as these ntntements Ln zeports of| mc

' Departmént of Public Welfare 1ndicated,

Up to a few years ago all such homes (boarding - hom
were located in. St. John's, there was serious over
crowding in all and existing facilities fell far .short
of ‘what was desired. The destruction of one of these
homes with severe loss of life...brought these fac:l to
the forefront (Government of Nev!oundland 1951:16) .

- 4 suh-ltandard housing is still plaguing many of
our clients and we are hard pressed in finding a solu-
tion to the problem.. Inadequate housing is probably

the greatest' ey of our time and is a contributing
cause of poor he€alth, disease, crime, delingquency and
/ lessening = of moral (sic) (Government of Newfound~
- land, 1967 168) . - .

" And by ‘the 1978's the district ‘officers for St. -Jnhn‘rl cpuld only *
com}unt that the pzoblém”" is still with us and the situation is
Houa_ninq instead of ‘ahwing- improvement” (Government ;af Newfound-
land, 1978:163). . t* - a9

Te In fact many people hava knowledge of the bad living condi~-
tions in some :of the bwndinq houses in St. John's. Certainly

the boarders knew, as well as many relatives, fziandi. nx-fziondl
-~ : '
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and n-lgT:Mrg. And most people in St. John's had some knowledge

of the residents who lived there. The general population some-

times refers to them as bums, drunks, or low-life.

Few changes resulted f£rom the flurry of publicity. The max-

) imum rent allowed by Social Services for this group of pebple was

raised to $388 per month. v of the cr By
inspectors, _ operators hawe had to limit th’e number of boarders
and thus :educa total .incomes. - VI'met: is little money fo:‘ home
tmprovanant und bad l.ivlng conditions still exist. Hl._th'rial.njg
rents, Vfood ptices and_ utility bills tr}e 1nc:eaaé_ in .rent -
lllw‘anca has in many cases not been-ttnnateu.ed to 'i:iie bo;:dnrl‘
in thq form of better livlnh\conditions. The Government has al.lo»

" tried to implement the suggested supervised apaztment scheme, but

at rJ:e time of writlnq the program includes only ten boarderu.
Most. remain in the: same’ boazding houau as before or have found

tuwrntf a_hgltex in a local hotel.

Nor i:ave our perceptions of the boarding house residents

changded. True, the repo:l;,s piepared by the Supportive Housing

.Committee and the Community Services “Council hqve informed us
that many residents a:e‘ incapable of integrating themselves into

society, that certain individuals have special needs, or . lack
basic -1life skills. Bu_t‘hucl? statements tell us little about the
day to dny lives of boarders. We know practically noFEing about
the people themselves. They n:‘g vs:!.‘u shunne.d, Eoﬁrgof.ten or
igngred by the general povpulati‘on. This thesis is an attempt to

come to a better understanding of who these people are. I




* proceed by exploring the tbllwing em_piuéul/qu.:sionu.

- i .
i A)Who exactly are the boarders and how do they come to be there?

B)What are the social and economic ra).auonshipc which oonsutut.
- their lives?

C)How do these nc!.a!. and economic talutionshipe unlculato with
the wider society?

The bulk of information for this study was gathered by the method
of participant observation. I selected a boarding house in the..
downtown area and lived . there for a period of four months,

1ntegzat£ng myself as much as poslibl.. into the social envl.:o

ment. A house vith a lu:ga cross section of people was choun

which- included, among othe:s, ucoho]lc-r d:ug uutl} cexm V"
o!tendexs, unemployed peopla, and old- ags plnn!.oners. The “role

of pav:ticipant observer was defined in la:ge put by my. lbiligy, :

“ and inability, to converse - with members of the group. Most - 3
boarders accepted me into their environment and were very .help- -
ful..; Some were, of course. more helpful than 6then, but a
boarder rafely refused Lnfomtion vher{_;\uted. Research was con-

ducted only- after mard;:u' had given their cor\usent: havihg, of

couxae,. knowledge of vhy I was there:

it is important for the reader-to nnta ﬁha‘t this study is in

large part a case ltudy, and the structure of !nne boarding houll !

can differ from lnoche:. However, all of. the| boarders in the
house undet study have ntayed in u numbet of/ different bcu:ding
houses at one tlme or anothe:, and I have/talked to boarders
from other housed. Generalization made throyghout the thesis are
based upon their ‘knowled‘ge of ibau:ding house/ life, .

° -




. S .

1 have 'als:o explored certain dimensions of boarding house

- life with' social workers, co.mmunity | service agencies, and
representatives of the ;:hu:éh, Information was ‘also obtain;d-
fzo;n boarding home operators. - Interviewing uas_’conducted for-

‘\ mally - with closed ended set questions and a tape recorder - as

“well as informally,
/

'l'ha thesla il divided 1nto Hve sections. Chai)ters two and
‘three explore ce:tatn dimensions of life on the street 'and in the
- home.” This is an attempt to outli.nej‘ the physical condition of
“'_boa:c_nng houge life.' Chaptexs fourA is a general overview of da{ to
duj activities. Here, I attempt to point out some of the :major
,dxfferqncas‘ and similarities - which ,exisé among thé-'boarqe'ts.
Chapter f£ive examines the :elationshiéﬂ bt;a:de:s develop among
ghemaeives and how these xelatibnship;draw thé group toéethe:.
‘r.vchaphe: six explores the relationships between. boi:dg:s- and  the
various' institutions they come into co‘m:nc{with,"with special'
attention on the ‘economic relation. Pinally, i .try to tie
together the preceding four/sections J.n an attempt to understand
the an_:l::ulation between the class realities of hoardivng house
_ufe' ar;d lthe wider ideological structure, as expounded by the
institutions that touch their lives. )
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= : : ‘Chapter 2

- Setting: Dﬂ\n on the Street.

V'.l'he west and central areas of ‘George Street are lin.ed with"
empty warehousés whose ~ windows have given way to the target
pf:ctice oi&ds playing in the st:eec, a taxi atand, an
abandoned - house™pr two, furniture and ofﬁic_e supply 'stores, two

scrap metal depots, the back side of a church, a bus stop, gas

_ station, ‘a blacksmith and welding 'shop,.and the backs Hf the

\ stores which face onto Water and Gower atioe:n. M: night it is

xemini‘scent' of ‘one’ of the naz\:w, dixr.y st:eetn of a Dickenl
novel or a Sherlock Holmes fllm.
N ;

The. east'end of Geozge Stgaet is aiéb ‘d}xty_ and ragged »
looking but ‘thg‘ feel of it is_’d’if’fverent.' Here you can £ind a
numbex: of- c‘hic.ba:s and pubs where a bottle of beer can cost:- as
much as $2’_.§B and a drink even more. .Sometimes, if there'is a
band playing, there is a two or three dollar cover c}‘mtger.» ';l‘he :
xeata\‘:z'ants"_ian also be quite cbstly, although it is possible to
obtain a cheap Continental-style breakfast or a bowl of soup ‘for ;
$3 ‘or s4. All the pubs u‘nd-zeataurants huve a similar style.‘

+ about them. lots of wainscotting or some uoody look, with. a bit
of btass. In short, Geo:ge street ig'at least in part a modlsh
side street.. The peop).e who . visit its eat;nbliahmanha are a

mixture; students, ptofeuo:e,‘intnllectuala, an:inta, lawyers,

.. doctors, up-and :cou\e:a, city ,counc‘n wox);p:n _and offshore 0;1

R P

DS » N
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5 ‘rig workers. » Some come to George st:eei for sex, some for
. company, some to be alone, ‘other for nullc._ t-)n a i‘:iday or
Saturday Méht' many are dzunk. Some - can afford tq be herq«

’

others manage it. - - R4
. :

'Bxceyt' for a truck ﬂnloading at one of  the scrap metal
depots - or warehouses, or a car cutting lcron.in' a uupe:até and
= often futil; attempt to b-a't: the Hater Street t:affié, : th‘eﬁ is
ucug nctlvity on: Goorge Street ‘in the earlier momhzg hours of
the dny. Most. of th- eut and e:tabu-hmenu do not’. open. untu
ute in tha morni.ng. S

“This cold Novmbl: morntng- nﬁs three ugg-ad—looking men
mlking their vny twnxdu the Dominion Bctap matll ahop. '.l\"o of
the three are ca:,xying o]:r! car radiators wrapped in lu:gc green
garbage bagl. “John, - Robert and Bob rescued the radiators from

the baumenf of Sally's boaniing hauu elrlier that morning.

—_—

e — John, who had been down in the b)laem!nt on‘ chore for Sally

' the day befw:e, had spotted them aitting wqatefully in a corner
behind E'En' oil‘ tank. Later, when he had_returned to his room ‘and
ulutcd his find to Robert and Bob, thsy laid plans to take the
rads £rom the house nnd sell :hm as scrap ,,metal. - Barly tl_n

Y . next mo:nl.ng, before anyone else was awake, John stole’ downstairs .

and into the Blaament. Mber/: went outsigde in thé linway to

take .the: rads as John passed them out the window, while §qb stood

watch at the top of the bann)dnt stairs,

John ran into trouble vl_meh‘he discovered the ' rads Vwo'ul'dn't_




quite fit .out'w:h}\u.udow. ™o bc%tds had been nailed along the

bottom and top the window box. John judged that if these éwo &
_— ¢
* boards were Tremoved the rads wohld fit _through. %nckly -and

without hesitation he looked a:ound tha basement for some_t.h&ng to

pry’ the boazqri@. There waan'g much time, Colin, who took _'

care of the house for Sally, would Hg up’ making breakfast at - :

seven thirty, and it vas already q‘uartez pasty” If .colln found
|
out about the zada he would, claim theﬂp as his own and there vould
—

be not:hing that could be ddne about: u.
] C S '

i
‘Gxnbbl.ng a plecé of pipe‘ that waél lying on the :dirt £floor

and putting it down behind the bctt‘qm“ board, John managed to'pry .

this bonzd off uithout to much t:ouble‘, but whan he‘ tried for ;.the
|

second the pipe slipped and went through the glusa. John sto[‘ap‘edr

|

for a second but a curse and a plea from Robert outsida to hu:ty
|

up before he froze to death soon brought him back into uctlon. A

couple of minutes later the’ radiators wﬂe;_e_paaaed to ,Robett vhq

quickly placed ’ tﬁm .on’'the outside of‘\‘ the éatden fence, out of

" { A
>sight of anyone in‘the house. ' They were all back in their 'rdoms

befeze b:eakfa!f_ call, the whole ope:ation having taken leu than

ten minutes. " : |
g Y . 1 a

Inmediately after breakfast ‘the men hurried- out the door,
grabbed _their'ﬁ; and headed towards ﬁominion 5cr=§ Metal. The
'Neufcundland éc:nplﬂethl was cl‘oser but the man who worked there

always insisted .on taklng o££ the radiata: caps and the 11ttle

pieces of hose tha‘t came with the :nda. 'rhis, the men reuoned, .

mde the radiators weigh lass and ].eas weight meant lese money .
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The th:ea men stood in itom: ‘of the Dominion Scrap Sales

,ntxnnce for a few min_/yting to decide who would go in to do
the selling. The building is old and grey with wear, its’ aidea

" . structure. It was dark and greasy inside and the place had " a
‘miud smell of battery ncid and smoke frmn a cutting to:ch. Bob
took the :Adl.ators £rom John and Robert and disappeared Lnside.

§ John and Robe:t had. carried them all the way from Crosbie Street

80 it was fel.t only right that Bob shnuld do the aelling and

bills. Abneﬁ discusaion took place and there 'was - a -quick

‘ - / : g\m Adelaide Street towards the Hu:ray Prm\ises Li.quor Store.

'iwvod‘out;:a:d in the middle showing the signs of a rotted support-

then ‘buy the 1iquor. :He snon :eappea:ed wuving two flve dollar‘»

-'search of ‘pockéts Eor any change, bul: none was iound. Bob h’sadea .

/ Five minutes later he rebutned w:ll:h two bottleg of cheap wine. :

' .The _three men made their way - to tha enuunce of an alleyway

e " left.. There amidst the bottle caps, broken glass and -gazbage the
\5/ . ' th:ee settled down aBainst the éreyed wall of a Water st:eet shop
‘to ‘drink their wine. :

r

Rube:t—gg’a tall, skinny, rake of a man. His fdce, with

its a:poping upper. 1ip, looked tize’d and hopeless as he hunched

until he vas sixteen, He had grade eleven though, and that.is as

- high . .as moét _bebple go in school. Afté’r‘ leaving school Rol;ért

——went to work for a local giocezy as’a busboy .

' between Osmond's Furniture store and Sam' 8 Bar. when they vere.

sure that no one was looking they went down the al].ey and t:u:ned‘

against the grey building with the bottle c;f cheap wine in ' his
hand, - Robert’ had grown up in St. ."John's"&i-_xq attended school .
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For the vmoat part Robert's eatl‘y life could be described as
one of routine. He got up in the morning, went to work all day
and came home. Throughout the day he would ant-his th;ee meals
and gub a_couple of beers at the -local tavern. On P:iday and
aturday he would go to a dance or to a movie or g9 drinking with. = —
the boys. On sund? e would go.to church and spend the day with ~
the ‘family. Thlngséwﬁn: on ltke :1-.15 day in day out for much of
_thytime. with of course the odd fishing or hl\mtin:; téip, a -
~Thristmas or Easter celebration th:own in foiﬁmeaauu, . till,

Robert married and moved out of his parent's house.

Robert conti’nu d wo:lying af. the grocery 'atoze and worked his

way up to pecomev »storo manager. When the "'Atofa ogqnad a
wholesale department to service di_gEJ;eInt pafts of‘ the island
Robe:t was -promoted':to sales :ep:esentiéive. But the job
involved a great deal of travel and, for a xeason not entlrrer.y’
glpar to himgeli, the more Robert traveled the more he began to
.drink. He soon found that he could manage his job and pop in and
ogt of the local tavern from time to time.’ E’ET; the years went

g by Robert found that he liked popping in for a beer at the tavern -

more than he liked working. He began to frequent the tavern more

ofteﬁ until he, like. many alcoholics, found that his "job was

E interfering with his drinkiné". It waan t long before he quit

. "

his job. From there it as just a short step to q\uttlnq his
family, along with losing his car and house.. Pretty soon Robert

\ was 'living.on the street. He ’ went ‘to the 'Social Auu_ganca
office and’ they placed hin in & boarding house. He has tried to

give up dunki;:g‘:buf: vhus 8o far been unsuccessful .




John grew up in a mall’ ¢ommunity on "fthe east side of

Bonavista Bay. John went to school from-the time he was six

until he was fourteen, buE most of his educaugx came af'te':vl:ha't,
—_— beginning vhen his father found him rjob in Gander as a ccok'
helper. When he zepon:ad for ork at the ccnstzucgion .Bh'e he "
waa‘given a pick and shovel inste.ad of ‘pots a.nd pans and put j‘.nt?o/

a ditch to level off pipo for the Ci:y'a waterw®rks. * .

Be stawhere for three or four months untik “he. teceived

word to Join his father 1n A:gentia, and I:hexe John pl.cked up a_

L.

t:ndex welding. 'l.‘he ‘Job uated neluy f.wd years. . when it was .
£inished John and a few of his friends had thenselveE bonded xnto
the United States t:o work in a nicke’l mine in canneuticur.. They

. slgned cont:acta’ for saventy cents/ an hour and wele auppoaed to o

stay with that company at. that pay for the duration of r.he —
contract. . When  the ‘contract was . fins‘shed John returned.to

Newfoundland and found employment at the dockyaz‘ds in st. John's.
John' 8 11£e continued on like this until ha was 'thirty. R
wou)d take emp].oyment whe:evex there was a joh to be had, and

whan the job yas finished he® would move on. The only break in

. thia routine came while on a job in stephenvllle, whe:e he met a

woman named Clndy Macbride'and they were married. 'l‘ogethen they.

mwed back tn John's homa community whe:e he tryed to make ‘a go

. at fishing. But fish!ng 15 a akllled trade too, and John did not-

w W B knov much about it; ‘I_n d uny cage ﬂshing waa poor: that - year.

John returned to dolng what he knew best—- a mig:ant 1ahcuret\ who
apecxaund in welding. %




uni't Five childzen and thi:tean years ot marrlaga.-l’.nn: John .

John's UL claim ran out’ he bagan to sell. oi! his ponons,on

i S 28

For the next twelve y‘euts John spent ru.na_.c: teén m;n?hl ) ot“
the year _away ;ozking and two or three months Q; home. ’lllfth
placed tremendous preuuro on the Eaguly. cl.ndy was forced. to
raise the children and 1aok after the household chorés hau,a].t

while John—never really became fully integuced into t:ha Eamily

tetumed htyme from Lab:adot City to a vacnnt ‘house. ci.ndy, f_j/
_up ‘with the ei:uatlon, had taken tha children.and belongtngu and

movad back to stephenville. BoE "/ 2

s - F X " .
John: accep\:ed Cindy"s . decision. ﬂ@ realized that - there
iz .

hadn't really been much of a fau\uy but he asked " What wn 1

suppased to do? I had to go where. the work was.”. And, Sudeed. he

was ! soon .off again to work in the Tar ‘Sands projact' in Alhorn’ L

He stayed thera until the pxoject £inished, sendlng money to

Cipdy on a fuirly regula: basisg. Hh:n this project ﬂnlshad John /;
zeturned home where he spent a good part of the yea: collecting by
unemployment insurance benefits.- When there wqa only a couple

of months left-on his UIyclaim he cam_a/ho St., John's looking ' for

work. \ % o :
B 1 - % s 4

Unable to £ind employment in the city, John made, phone calls. '
to frlends in Toronto, Ednonton and Lnbrado: city, but thexe were

no jobs, ané the Cpnada E.‘mplvyment Cen;er was no h&p’ Whan, Y

£irst.hid house, then some iand. . I.t was a:ound,thin time, ‘a time
when ‘he could -ill uﬁfo:d to do ao, thnl: John began to dtink more
heavily.— He had glways 11kgd ‘to drink bu;ﬁnﬂw,' v!.th mora -time

-




b-gln to g-t the better of him. By the time his noney had run
out hc looked like any other drunk and was txeated that way by
locl.nl u:vj.can 'gkeu. He was. given the minimal uount of

Elunciu auf’t and placed into a boarding house.

— y

John has tried on a  number: of occasions to reduce his
'Alcoho]. mnsmptlon, but boaxding house life is not conduciwve to
iuch a change. At any given time_he mny be zooming with other
Alcnhollca. 'l‘here are certainly other alcoholics in any boarding
houu whose clientéle are welfare recipients, and,if a . person's

only source, of income is a, _welfare ‘cheque, then the so_c;al

ncki“tiea open to hlm ‘are dimited. “‘Alcohol = is ‘often. at the

cnntex of ‘social lifa in a boarding house, a{.d uv!.nq cnndition-

_are such that it l.a difﬂcuit to abstain ¥f one is an alcnhou.c.

.John's l-ut lttmpt to stop drinking came -about -a year ago.

M'. Lhn t.uae he'moved into the Ba:bour Lights lussion where the

suvutlon ‘Army opcutes a pmguq ko ' help’ ueohollca"atop

_fdzinkiﬁé. “It was heze'éﬁ_at he and Robert met a-nd became friends.
"l‘he_y ieft;the Harbour Lights to&ﬂ:e: af.tét about a ﬁ;: and took
a: room at sau"y'a Bo.rdfng' House, but soon found :hensélven back

in’the same snuaticn as they wexe befora they had entend the

Harbour Lightn, back on the bottle. " Most p:og:ms‘aimad at

hclpinq alcoholics have thia pzcblem - I:hey focus‘ t;n ‘thé

Lndlvldual need t:o stop d:inking but ignore the social p:bblzms 7

whnm co. t:ibute to ;he ﬂ:ilpk‘lng problenm. < &,
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Bob was bo:nrjup on Shea Heights (. called Blackh

Road or simply the Hill ) in St.\John's. Bob has a handicap. He -

has a serious case of epilepsey and often suffers from
convulsions and 'loss of consciousness. Obtaining amplay_meg‘t in
Newfoundland is at the best of times not easy. For® someone who

suffers convulsions and"bla_ckou:s, finding " a ’job is almost

impossible.’ ‘After both of hisg parents had died and the ,family -

house was sold Bob was éffecti‘vely put out on the street. His

brothers and sisters had fami iés of their own and did_ 'nok‘, Bob

felt, " nei?.hxm' ardund. ' One of Bob's brothers is also an

\e ilept. nd,lives in similar cirfumstances in another boardin
et geigron g i s ot fon P S

. V
house across town.

“ Im the alley Ao’ff‘ Geo;ge Street, Bob‘ rolled himself a
clgéiette £rcﬁ—rmixtuxe of butts collected from the asht:ay‘n at
the Harvey Road ylelfaze office. late the previous ‘Af:emoo_n.
Robert fondled the first empty ‘bottle and contemplated the

second, while John tried to start a conversatioh oh  whether or

. J -
. not induat’{ial pollution would create a greenhouse effect, raise

_the earth t‘empexatuze‘, and create flooding along the Atlantic

seaboard because of a melting of. the polar icecaps. g

- J
" John-was’ interrupted by the opening of a backdoor. They all
turned around to watch'a cleaning lady throw a garbage bag into

the'al.ley then disappear back inside. .Just as she closed the

door two ‘members of the Royal Nwtouﬁﬂluﬁd Cdnstabulary tarned’

the corner of the alley. ' "Drinking again" &g of the ‘officers

/sald as he pulled oyt his txalgét book.  Robert quickly handed him

\
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the empty bottle and acknowledged that they had just finished.
They quietly accepted thei:‘ m}z;my-ﬂvs dollar fines for drinking 3
in public, then headed out of the alleyway with the policemen.

* * N N

The three walked on for a while then, when they feI't that
the police officers were well away turned around and headed back
towards the alley. Petex had hidden the second bottle under . the
back steps of sam's bar and they were determined to have it.
When they had :e'tl\aieved thé bottle . they moved ‘fuzther on up
George Street to another alley I;ehind’_areg's Dinef. There they

settled down for:a d‘rink‘almd began to talk about their fines.

The fines themselves were not Qiken vé:y seri’ouély. There
was, of course, | no que‘sticn of paying. -Between them th -hadn't

seventy-five cent) lat alone’ eeventy-five dollars. Besidea, both

~ ~ Robert And .Bob -had given w:ong addresses 80 the:e was a pzatty

good cha_nce that -the police would not - even bother’ looking __far
. them. It was, after all, only cwém:pﬂv'e dollars and it would
cost the ci.t:y more than that t:o £ind them. John, o‘n the _other
hbnd ; was not concerned wn:h serving time, which would amounf. to
only- a few_;»d_ays in the 1oekup. mving conditions there were
after all considezed as _.good “as thoae at the boarding house.
John dia wondex, however, if it would be possible to arrange -to
serve the time® during the Christmas season. He reasoned that the.

tood mlght be better then, ‘and he probably' wouldn't have to serve-

the £u}l amount of time since there is some leni'ency in the

holiday aaor‘\. B ’ ' o7
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But the discussion about the tickets did have .its serious-:
aide. Thexe has been an inc:uae in the number of ucka 8 issued
for drinking in pul blic and the city council, aspeciall_ Hny‘o:
John Murply and counselor Andy Wells, came under attack for jt. -
Robert, for exampley felt ‘that it was Murphy's fault. that they
. were being fjned. \tle also felt that the finés themselves difin't
. make a great £al of ﬁﬁnse as the only ones uhi uezﬁ for
drinking - in\ public were people who couldn't aFford-t0 pay them.
Robert also noted that the reason that people like them drank in -
public was because ‘they could ~n££o:§ to do little else. John
agreed and added his own obse:vationa say1n§ that he believed™ .

that most police did not want to qive ouc the finea but were

being forced to do so by urphy: and Wells. John especially
blamed 'Hui’pﬁy and he ielt hat Murphy was p:obnb}.y mad at them

(he was :efezting to all’those\ who, like - them, dunk on the

street) bgcause »they used to nk in the alley next to Murphy's h:
,Water Street store. . "y

Like the alcohol r@habilition programs, the, 1sauh;g of
twenty-£five dollar tickata for pubuc drinking is dl;eci;ed at the .
individua, but does nothing to cozrect the aocial pxoblems that
lie behind\ his behavior. Unemployment is, n much to blume Eor g

. John's problem as apything. Bob hga the added p:oblem ef a
physil?&l handicap as’ well ge’»the ‘nngauve' nttn-:ude, that m'apy
people of the general population.hold toégidg Bob un;i 6t‘hers like
him, Only Robe:t, could -;t be argued, hu fallen f:om at;cial
grace. But even *here 1t must be remembered thut {t is the sun~

total of Roben:'s life expﬁrlenc’bs uhich has brogght him to his
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present situation.

It was close to twelve when they finished the second hg_tue
and John noted that it would soon be time for lunch. Lunch time
was from t:nxve to twelve-thirty and they would have to hu:;y if

. they were to make it on time. .If they were late they would have
to do without, : !
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|
Setting: In the House. .

The boarding house on Crosbie Street, located in the west
end of the city, is“a variation of the Southcott style that first
became popular nf\:ez‘ the' fire ;'»f 1892 burned most of sg:.
John"‘s: (0O'Dea:1974;16~-19) The. héuse‘ stands three stories high,
with vlaxge bay windows protruding from the. bottom J.evell. The_
houée is topped by two large. hooded dormer windows, set into the
c\,u?ved mansard roof. A heavy wrought izohn gis:e ‘sw.inga open to a
set ' of wooden steps, which, iike. many st‘aps built h;n st. Johh‘n,/‘"
hn’ve risers which are too high and treads that are to small, "

causing people to~ stumble up and .down  the steps instead' of

' wélking. At the top of the steps there is a small verandah 'gnd a
large oak door with wide trim mew:ezs. Except for ‘a littla b, t of

peeling paint and a well worn "for sale" sign which is \:ucked
onto the clapboard, the house creates an impression of solidarity

and, respectability.

- Ingide, this impzeséion ~is “reinforced by the mahogany
wainscotting, carveg banniste:s and molding,  decorative wallpaper

and a small chandelier hanging ftom a smooth plastered ceﬁ ing,

‘but . it soon. fades as the vlsibor's eyes become Adjus\:ed to the

g}m light’. Four diffexent kinds of decoratiye wallpaper ‘have
been plastered ‘on in —;andom o:dyr. The wallpaper seems to-have a

number of unidentifiable objeéts attached to it and is at:.unad in
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a number  of places. The carpét, too; 1B.made'up of a number of
different pieces; randomly patched together; 'and it "is also
atuined‘ and §‘W- The chandelier is covered with cobwebs and a
dried gly o’r two., The'glass bélongiw side lights of the’

- porch entrance has disdppeared. )
. ,

wal'king up th.(e stairs leading to the upper floors, the

visitor can see the .troughs of dirt a'ccun\ulateé around the

: moldi“ngAs of the Bottom panelling. .The stair ca;pet, once a brigh_t
“oranga, is streaked with mud and vomit, and emits'a smell like b

. wat-'gym socks. At the top c’f the landing a wad 0f some unknown

substance ddheres to the baseboard. - .. . - v .

The rooms in the house are in{the same condition. Al are

of different shapes and K sizes, . and are -wretched and small,

smel'ﬁnq af.-poverty ar;d neglect. In part, the smell comes f:v
the general filthiness of the house, but -much of it is ‘alsoi
caused by the peoplerwho live there - an accumulation of years of i
’ulcoho:_uc vomit _uand unwashed bodies. * 'Thsre_ is little
ventuation,‘ and the smell hangs constantly in the air. On the

‘ top iloo‘: a leaky. roof keeps -floo:s‘ang_wuls damp and adds a

. smell of mildew to the mixture.:

The first thing I c;n remember seeing when I was shown to my
‘room by ‘cdu.n, the cdretaker of the honée, is a big wad of bubble
gum stuck ip the corner to the left of the doorway,sbout twelve
inches ov{ﬁ- a small narrow bed. Oppositeuchia bed, in the corner
to the right of the doorway was nnothe'r bed occupied by a large

lump ‘wrapped 'up in a blanket, 'wh\ich I presum'ed was my. roommate. '
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Directly opposite the entrance was anothé: bed with a suitcase at
the foot showing that it was occupied. People in boarding house
often keep their few posaeasion locked up in a sultcas’fuhic;i is
often kept at me foot of theix bed. o;m mahi in the house locked
his suitcuse t:o,his bedstead.

I concluded that the bed which shared the corner ;:l.th the
wad of pubble -gum was mine, Turning towards Colin for more
information I found him picking his nose, something he often did
Hhi‘l.'e talking. to’people. Sometimes he ;rculd roll the mu_t:e:igl he
removed-between his fingers and flick it o’nqo the floor w‘he:e it

becam’e‘part of the carpet. . . »

qane:nliy speakihg, people come to accept the :!!.:t and. £ilth.
of their envix"omm‘a‘n.t. sThey have no choice but to do so. The
npératoz (ur‘elly‘su'pp].'ies soap, mops, Qr a bucket, and no one ‘who
lived \the:e could afford tl:use thin‘gs. -In any. caae,‘ vgi:h"the
falling ceiling and peeling wallpaper even a good cleaning. would
-not really mak; the piace look clean. The residents a'zve forced to
accept this type of environment because they can not afford to
live nnyyhere else, and once an environment is accéi\:;ed it is an

easy step to bont:ibuting to e, - ' 4

- My two r&_ommates were older than 'm_yself. Roger was an old
age pensioner, .and . Ralpk; was ipn his fii:ies. ~Roger had been

living in a boarding house of one. kind or another for most of his’

adult life. He had o:iginauy set out to be a‘'prieat, but on

returning home from the uminazy to visit his mother, who had

‘»lived alone since her hylbapd -had died and the last of the

B \
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children had movéd away, he found that she had died along . and

unnoticed. Roger did not go back to his studies but chose
instead to move-to St. John'»s't6 live with his brother. He took

employment as a clerk with the Newfoundland Rulway.‘ In the few R

months I was 1n/t/he boarding house I never really 1gaxned much
more ,_:trm" /t/l;a about him. Somewhere along the w'ay he took an
early govez‘n;u;.nt pension because of a hearc: problem, which was
severe 'engugh to warrant regular checkups. l‘)’l’x:‘iné my stay there

Roger left at one.time' for ' two weeks. of observation in the

hospital due to nn-attu:k. Théée'does -not appe‘ar to ‘be any clear

reason as tn why Roger is not staylng at his brother' s .place.+ He

says that " he doesn't want to be a bother * and wan\:s"to be on.

his own"., ".He visits-his brother :egularlr‘und seems’ to pave

friendly relations with hia b:other 8 Samil.y.

ik Ralph was the othet boatdet sharing :he room with'Roger and

me, . and was the only person in the house who worked, having a’

part time job at the' railway as a labourer. This .job provided
him “with oni& Mt ten or twelve weeks of work a year, but 'r:his
was enough to_“make him eligib';le for Unemployment Insurance
Benefits, which meant -that he was consi‘d_e:ably'hettet off than
most people in. the house. Indeed -there seemed no economic

necessity for Wm to be living under such conditions, since he

could easily have afforded a better place! to live. Howéver Roger

was a steady drinker; .in the four months ‘that I stayed at the

boarding house ‘I cannot remember seeing him sober. Taking into

consldc:’ation the fact that he did-most ‘of his drinking in bars

it is not difficult to imﬁfne hin spending all his money..
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The number of boarders at the house at any ﬂlgrtlmn averaged
about fifteen. This rumber could vary from day to day, but it
rarely went below ten or higher than twenty. Most of the people
in Eh;a house were receiving Social Assistance payments, one
paynent' for rent the other for geu maintenance. The rent

payment was allocated once a month. Those classed as long-term

— s

recipients received a cheque- in-the-mail)- ecipients
had to pick up their p'aymem:s_ at the main Social Services office.
For most -people the cheque is made out to 'éhrreclp!.ant, who is

a‘xpecteﬂ”tn turn u:r:_eva: to the” boarding house operators,

ver, the pay is held up by the Department of
Social Services apg the recipient has to come {:o the office
n:xel')} ‘to-sign the”chaque over to the op;euho: of the héul; *n
which he or she is living. The opeu:o: will receive the cheque
at a 1utek"dnte. This arrangement is put into pluca uhen a
boarder has a history of spending the rent money on things nthe:.

than rent. o
v

The malntananc- All.oulnce paymenr. comes once every two weeks

in the form of a cheque mailed to “long-term recipients or ptcked

_up by short-term recipients. It varies from person to person and

—
could be as low as $36 a month or as nlgh\ as $60. People on long
1

ter{ agsistance usually receive mo‘:e‘than those on short term.

Most people in this house were on ‘the 1ayer end of this
scale with the average, as near as I could dp‘t‘eimlne. around $40

a month or $20 every two weeks. This is a-yearly amount of self

* maintenance -of about $488. Rental and maintenance allowance

2
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combined make a yearly income of $2888.8 The highest amount of

self maintenance :eceived in the house, $60 a month, would give a.

"boarder a.yearly.income of around $3128. Out of the maintenance

allowance a boarder in eitpecced to provide such necessities as
toothpaste, soap, toilet paper, razors, todls, clothes, shoes,

laundry, and any other things that might be necessary to live in

St Joh o 4 - —boot hat d—miBs

L,
ts hn'-sy h—as—a boots;—ov 7 and—m

or gloves, and 8o on. obvicualy a boarder can not buy all éhe

J.tams that he or she needs out of the basic self maintenance

paymenta. . Even with the help o£ the Goodwill Stores and the
Snlvat;on Army and” Cacholic Act:!_.on Centers, all-of which- & Bply
cloéhlng, it .is extremely hnxd t‘o -keep pzope:l}f dressed ‘and_’
clean. Under these conditicns things like tauet paper and 8oap

become luxuriea. Many boarding liouse residenta do not buy them ’

but steal them "from public washroons when they can.

Not all. boarders receive even the basic allowance, and some

have to go without any self maintenance at all. 'Some boa?&inq

. house operators are known to brow-beat their boarde:s into

signing over the maintenance cheque as well as the rental. One

' study by the depan.menl: ef special ae:viues notes;

... many ex—psychlat:ic patients are abused and taken

advantage of. Ms. P. jocial worker. .at the Social
* Center, related as epleode ot trying to help Max who,
having his boa:d paid b_y Social Services, was receiving

8 The rent charged fo: nccommodations varies . from
house to house and f£rom person to person. At the time
of writinq some boarding houses weére 'charging as much
as $25@. . while others charge as low as $158. In this .
particular boarding house most individuals were charged
$200,-K few were charged $25¢ . Recently these amounts

‘have increased.
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N thirty ($38.00) for himself in two by-monthly .cheques
§15.88. Each time his cheque arrived, the boarding
houne mistress has 'him sign it then gives - him
five($5.80) dollars: . Max asked Ms. P for help finding
~al e ions. She was ‘successful in
finding another. boarding house and helped Max move.
However, his former boarding house mistress was not
aware of the move and when“she fourd out abaut it ( her
-daughter was running the house for a few days ) she
went to the other boarding house and demanded that Max
return with her. She stated that she had his cheque and
she would not give it to the new boarding house
mistress. Max was quite upset and brow-beaten, so he
returned—to his  original boarding mistress. -'Ms. P.
visited and was able to talk to Max, who in private, .
gtated he wanted to leave but  when faced with the
actual leaving and- having to .confront ‘the boarding
house mistfess changed his mind and acnyed. Anothe:
boarder ;in the same house reported that ten ('$18 )
dollars’. . is kept by he boarding . hcuae
mistress.(covernment of Neufoundland,lsahm) L

Some boarders Ieceive no maintennnce allowance in the ﬂrnt
place. Sean, who stayed in the room next.to mine, was twen;y-one
and had recently- been released from prison. Sean had grown up in

e —— .
the east end of St. John's, After he had left sehool he went to
work in one of the local bakeries' as an assistant baker, but

because of a. dowpturn in the economy he was laid off after two

_years service. For a while; about one year, he was able to live

himself without any- source of income, ].eaving his mother, an

unskuled nnd low' paid worker. as the only source of 1ncome fo: )

tl}e famin. ‘As time went.on Sean became increasingly frustrated.
" I couldn't 'do anything or go anywhere because you can't do

anything without money*, he said.

The economy failed to lmptwe and more and mote of Sean's
friends found themselves. without work. But whuu sann and his

friends found they had fewer things to do and fewer things they

- off his unemployment benefits -but whén these ran but he found——""
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could do, they were still bainé bombarded with television

commex'ciala‘and other advertising media that defined for them the

thingl they /should have’ been doinq and poseesaiona they should

—have, Sean und hls friends were by this definition failures.
< _‘_/' fiie

Unable to obtain the material markers of success by legal
. N

maans: Sean . and_ his. friends decided to-cbtain them {llegally.

They carried out a few robberies undetected but were so‘un cauth"

breaking and:énter!ng a Store on Water stnet. " When Sean got out

of pzinon hh n\othe: would not: let, h m bnck 1nto the house. HiS |

4 whe:e Sean cnnld £ind ahelte:. without money he.was tozced to go

to the Depan:ment of .Social Se:vices for help,‘but once again -

L]
form of a new regulgtion which became effective on’October 1,
1982, B N ’

. assistance to the-’single. able bodied and childless
couples - will be -kept . at anp absolute minimum and
- assistance will be issued in cases where there are no-
. . alternatives and where hatdahips will be endured if
- - -agsistance .- not - ‘given. (Government of ..+
L % .waoundland 1982 1) : s

! ,
'.\‘he opetative words ‘in this - new requlation are  "no
alte:natives' and 'absalute minimum" Becauae sean had relatives

,livinq ln‘st. John's the Departme’nt felt that he could live 'with

- »-ao he was denied aaasstance. The social worker seemed to’

¥eéd the fact that he waa not wanted by his :elutlves.

Fo:\ the next two weeks he alapf. whe:e he: could, sometlmea in.a

was forced to beg uﬂ{:eal.‘ ’ d s &

£athet hnd moved t:o the Lmitad states and thege were- no places’

sean found himself. the victim.of the dep:eased economy in the .

garage, an empty car, a vacant house, and on a park bsqch. H,e"
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After two weeks of this ‘§é&n wvem:‘, to" see his ‘probation .

: officer. An argufient ensued with Sean demundinq‘éhat'iomcthi g.

Sean

be done to help him. Mnally, ilustrated beyo’nd andurarlg
picked up a chair ,and threw it at the p:obat!.on otﬂcﬂ. The

chair did not hit the target but the tha:eah of .violence seeried to

have an effect. The probation offige: phoned H!.- iickey‘, then

Ministerof social Sezvices, and after explalning the -situation
J

was - able to obtain for Sean room ‘and board nt the’ houn on,

C:oabia Street. 'ﬂwevez, Sean's allowam:a was kept

“abaolu!:e minimum® and he was ‘thus. x\ot glvgn the buic nlf

at an’

maintenance. =This meant’ that he had to »steal to ohtntq even” _the

most basic iﬁems; such as toilet ‘papar and fqea[:;i..

Finally, ‘there are the boarders who xe_ceive ‘old .age ané
dlsabillty peneiona. To be qualify for a dxéabil:lty ée‘r;sto;n you,
must be unde: the age of. 65 and brfrtified medicuuy unable ‘to
work. You must also, have paid 1n:o the Canndn Pension Plan fo: a
minimum of seven years with Elve of thoae seven ' comlng in the
last ten years; Allowances are based on a percentage ‘of your' 1ast
salary with the maximum * being = $414.13 . p;:. /'jmpnth'.' - The
Newfoundiand cve:"ag'e ‘is around $3M; :

. <

" The baslc o,ld age pension is $276.54 a month. Hweve:‘ if

you have no other source ‘ot' 1ncoma and are single, you may‘
receive a supplemant to the old age pension. of $328. G} for a
monthly total of = $685.28. This ‘is a yeurly “income of Q:oupd‘v

$7262.40. 014 age pensi.one:a “who - receive a  supplement also.

receive free medical care, So, uhiie these people are {cnerany
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considered to be at thelow end ol ‘our iocla]'“ economic _scale;.

_they are considerably .better off than most boarders.

The Wﬁo live in the-house and others 1like it come
from varied backgrounds. Some have been unemployed for" 19ng
petiods," some are algoholics; oth;u are elderly of physically or
nenvuuy handicapped. But while their ilfe historiés may dit@e:.
t[uyx now share many things rn‘colmol_:. 'l‘“hey lack a . control pvfr
their’ d/.y gé ‘dqy uvu.. They have few pfuiznu, possesait’ma,_ and

“are dependent .upon some form of state support ' for * food nnd

Iholn:. The ‘amount of state support thMr thay :eu!.ve s often’

inndaqunge for” mantln_ eve:yday needu, forcing some of the" peopl

W
“to steal, and all t ‘Lve belml acceptuble n:nnda:da aet down by
= e : “ & 1 5

Y . .
Tho Crosbie str et bonrding hnuse is wned by ‘a loul se.'

" the soci ety ..

John's 1auye;. ~ He| was lm:ending to sell l:he houn when he wa!
approached by Sally-f

d her partner Jge, vho vant,ed to. rent 1:
and ' operate " a boazdiné . house.

_ -1t had been a boarding house
be!o:e, but had been i:loud dwn :by the éiti Ihspecéo: ; after. an
1ncldcnt in vhlch one oE t.he re!lcianu, well.: known ln the 3
downtown area for d essing up in  old-fashioned army unlfoms,
ltl!th\ a ‘fire - the middle -of nne of the rooms. "As the
1n-poctux relates the story there seems to have been no. heat Xn~
the house and th fellw, not knovlng any, betcer, had just baen

trying to keap var . In splte of this Mseoty, the lawyer wal‘

[ d
iillind to rent: the house to Sally 4nd Joe,.who alxaady ran

"'l other house on J] b Street, necnuie thef both llved in th& -‘Job
-~ .
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'sr.reet/ house they took' in on.l\.y ‘a few boarders thez-e. -
g o . e )

T ' sally is a small woman, around fifty years old. ;hc has’

’ bBeen running a boarding house of one kind or unother Eo: the last =~ -~
Eigte_en years. At one time she ran quite a nlpectabla bolxding
- house which catered only to nurses. However, as the years went by
and she eont{nuad to drink, her ~physical and mental hn].tl;
deteuora’:ed. Her chunglngl a’tticude‘a, il'lplite_d cro:di@tion and
mental p_:ncesua, things that_ )lfp:-p:n with the abuse of alcohol,
soon found Sally in a lower economic position with less status

and out. bf business.

Joe came f:om a fairly ‘well | of £ tamily. ' He‘too hnd a
p:oblel\ with Alcchal ‘and drank the famu.y bualneas 1nto the
44 g:onnd./lle me_g: saily and ‘together: they dccidsd to :zy to operate ‘ \/’;
a bb;r'cu.ng house, They found however a na; for some:)ne to live
% at ﬁ;e house on a permanent basis. 'me‘te was some vaﬁalilm,' a =
.good deal pof fi'ghtihg, and people staying at the house vlthfut-
ying :ent. "ﬂ:d‘ae veral:hings‘that Sa.uy and Joe could not, and
r. - did . not want to handle by thaulvu. At this time Sally
' remembered that a cous of hezs had just benn divorced and was -

' on,the beach. o’ g

dlin was born and raised on the south sidevof St. John's.
. He i:;l!\es‘from'a family that has fished ft;r as long n'tha family
& hutozy goes back. nWeve:, like m‘nny. fishermen n _the lute
/19688, Colin was having trouble making a llving. whun h- was
T .ottezed a ucady joh at a local wpod supply dealer he sold his
fiahlng gaar _and lett the Einhaty for what he felt would be a

. i ” . e

L .\ ‘ ; . . . 4
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regular pay chague. For a while it was, but with’'a decline in he
building trade ’1n thf ) 1978's Cclilg was one of the first to ba
s 5
laid off.

Building did pick up again for a short while, but Colin ;:u
qot taken ba::li on. Hher; his uhuploynent insurance claim ran out
Colin, with his wife and two daughters, was forced to go on
welfare. Colin use to supplement his social asuatanc. by
driving axoun\dr in his truck and collecting scrap metal, battezles
and other saleable ifems. ‘He had alvays Iikgd a drink and with

more time on his hands he begaﬂ 'go—dzink more. One day he woke up

. to find out éhut he had sold hin truck for $158 while drunk the

\_g‘iv. paying $258, for a gross monthly income- of $4250. ever. ¥

night before. .This put an end to his small bunxness, cut down on"’

his income and gave him more free time, nu drinking lnc:en;ed,
and the'ugu’slva manner vhl_c\h_,,cage with it placed pressure otythe
family structure until finally it collapsed. Colin fodnd himself

living in various boarding houses around the city until asked to ’

be a part-time caretaker at the Crosbie Sf‘zeet boarding house,
which paid him six dollars a éay, 1:::(_121}:?. and gave him »‘tfne

Sally and Joe's only source of income is the money they

use of the ground floor apartment.

receive from tht: bol‘xding house. At first glance this might seem

illie a faltly large sum. In the two houses combined r.hey kept’ nn

nve:aga of twenty boardeu, .about fiﬂ:enn payinq $208 a month and )

.from this they mult pay all the ope:.nting expenses; heat, "light,

rent, £oo§, nl.u!.es.(soa figure 1) . ’ & -

(.

5 by




Salaries(Sally sanymoe's Joe's) .
food($3 a day per boarder)...ceeecesseccscsccccssasncssassess$1688

. -
'l'hesq\ ‘figures do not include the $988 charged for rent which-
would bring total expenditures to $4399, leaving Sally and Joe
with an-operating deficit of- a:ound $148, meaning that 1en i‘s;
ncEﬁally apent on food, heat, ].ight, and salaries than entimated.
'l‘he:e is no money for repairs and upkeep, broken windows are not
repaired, drafty chimneys continue to be drafty, lnnd leaky roofs
continue to leak. When repairs are-done they are usually shabby
and 1n§f£ectua1.' As a result, the house continues to‘d'etaxiozaté

e ¢
© and_the cost of operation increases.

It 1: a circle that the boarding house operator has
difficu;ty gettivng ‘out of. It may be easy. to pay an extra ten
dollars for heat once a mﬁthA when allﬂ of the ‘rent has been
col ted, but’' it is not so easy to spend -ten douau on‘
repaizing windows, thus suvlng heat, when there ia no money ‘left 5
after the billa have .been paid, es ciuly when a p!.eca of
cazdboar} has done the job for the las m’onth. In thego
cizcumé:ances even. thin®s llke a broom, mop, cleaning n\aterlaln,
dishes, pans, plal:es, and other things that are necessary in the

tunnina of a good boarding house become juxury items.




T -,

The low income boarding house, is ltruct\l;ed on a foundation

of - poverty. But a close inspection shows a - hierarchical

*  structure similur to those found in most established bua}.nouen. .
At the bottom are the boarders, who it is true are not workers,

80 the owner of the 'llﬂnl of pioductxon is  not lppxopd.a:lng a -

j 5 pu:.l_: Qf their lnbou:... But * the boarders do receive money for
their sickness: alcoholism, personal incompetence, or their

‘ Lubu’mb&ln employment, and the lawyer, the owner of the

- ' house, does xeca}ve a cu_u!.n amount of this money in the form of

rent. In the middle of a'l'JL this is Sally and Joe, who help the

J lawyer create and.accumulate surplus Cépitll. They receive very
little.rewards toi: their efforts and. essentially the only one who

benefits £rom this structure is the lawyer who owns the house.

# : A
. - : £ ‘ i
S .
g . T ,
~ _ ~
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‘. Chapter 4

- Morning. noon. and night. 4
rd
Crosbie Stzéet is about a five-minute walk from r_he/ City's
downtm;m teamsters" yard and, container terminal where from about
eight in the‘mo ring until four in'the evening _men on Lnuding
docks piace assorted packaqea onto hal f~ton pickupa, r,vans and
1aiger ndem trucks, and oversized electto—magnetic fotkllftu”
pick up _la;ge metal ‘containers and d:op them gently onto-big
tractor-trailer ri}gs. Many of the rigs come £rom out of twn to
pick- up goods and .supplies from the' yatda‘ for diat:ghnuon
throughout the island.' Most of the rigs''drivers coming ‘ir‘xto the
city for this Eu:pose make their ‘way inhto the city via the.
Ha:bour Arterial which runs down ulong the soutﬁide Hills. By.
. some flaw in design, both exits from r.he Arterjial drop the trucka
onto Water Street past the teamster yard, and heading ,away i:om
it. ' The quickest way too correct ;:hia mistake is to turn left on
the exit onto Ne‘;l Gower Street, up Crosbie, down Patrick and back
onto ' Water S\'tteet and ‘!:hua back to the yarié. Many of the rig
d:ivera‘lika to get to the yatd' early beca’use. O;I a firs‘t-’come
.fizet—'se:ve system, the earlier you\et there the earlier you get
away'.‘ This is especially j.mpon:nnr. for those d:lvera who have to
travel long distances as’'it eliminates a ce:tain amount of : ry}é’
\ driving. R o
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l'hu., at about eight o'clock each week-day mornir;q large

tx’-ct‘ox trailers grind their way up Crosbie Street with just just

inches to spare blhfnen the cars parked on ‘both sides. It
requires - u‘ good deal of driving skill. It also makes a great {

deal of noise. Por the boarders i;: Sally's it is a xuiﬁdlx that
anath;: day has come. Si;lu breakfast at Sally's is served at .—
. eight-thirty, the noise is timel‘y. With the rumble and roar of &
the - trucks making their way towards the 1olding blys dlso comes

the creak of beda, the cleaung of throats, and the fluahing of 4

the tollet... - - : i

Bouders who have early moznl.ng appo!.ntments with aocta:s Qr '

'uoctal m:u:kers - and there ne uuuauy some = :ise sooner than
-~ + the' rest, If they wish .to qulrantee themselves a wash as well as
breakfast jt, is imperative to do 80. With only one bathroom for
®as nlny’"’s-tvem:y boardeu, morning access tor Jall 15 alloar.
inponi.ble. " A . P A
- . " The kitchen seats only. twelve 'people_ at'a time. If there
are more ..-t.,han twelve boarders, irlyone not among the first to go
2 ‘1nAmun‘. wait for the s;eond sitting. - -m-u is ‘no use asking )
/ éolln = _or the other boarders for dﬂat matte: - Eo: a aktp into \
» - the first uuezng. Anyone trying it wu; simply be told that he 4
should have gotten up en:uex.' Thus it is not unusual fozA people
by i to leave the house without a wasl} oj}e_éuast in order to make

an appointment on time.

s : -
Shortly after eight, the hallway of the second floor is

e crowded with boarders. ? Some stand around with soap and towels in :
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hand waiting for a chance to vat;h; others are ‘ump).y waiting for
; call to breakfast, At first glance an observer would assume—
that there was no real order to the gathering, but a close 100k
B shows\ two - distinct groups. At the bottom of the stairs leading
to the third story are the  alcoholics, drug-users and. ex-
" -offenders. Algng the wall and down over the first-story landing it
are those who neither drink nor use drugs. 'merurangement marks .
a sepa‘rathm between two groups wyho pursue .dlffe;ent} activities..
and have differeng ahd distinct attitudess ‘When they .gather
together 1like 'this in the early mo:ning‘ it is th’e .alcoholiés,
‘ ! d:ug-'uaez‘a and ex-offenders who conttoi the conversation, = and
define ‘the situation.9 They.(:.alk about how much they drank the
night before, how bad their hangové:s are, where it mxghg-’u_ eady
. " to pick up some easy cash, w_hethet’ or not there really was a
buried t:ea‘eure on Kelly's Island ‘and 80 on.& Hoét of thg stories = -
s c_e'nter azqund alcohol, drugs and/or money.

The day after John, Roﬁe:t apd Bob "received their tickatu
fa:' drinking in ‘publlc, Colin was late with b:gakf@st. He had
been ‘drinking the night before, which is the\ usual “cause .for his,
being late. It was already ten to nine and“ﬂiite were no aounda‘
coming—imm the kitchen to indicate that he had started preparing

. the * mo:ning meal. One )‘:oatde: had already 1ett in order to make-

a nine—'o'clock appcintment at the Department of. Soc!.ai Services “

9 Becauae they drink to excess on a regular basis al-
coholics, drug-users and ex-offenders can be cl Mled
here as the house drinkers. Other boarders may hav
the occasional beer or drink but_ generally spenking
there are two  distinct .groups - drinkers and non- L

-drinkers.
. .
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on Ha:v. d. He would have to face his social wo:ke.c on an
empty ﬁh. A ).:t. of men h_ad been drinking the night before
.and the éanuuaflon was centered around an attempt to ‘remember -
what they had done the night iaefo:e, ‘with each in tu‘m making an
attempt’ to trace the night's events. John, can remember running
.into Dick Lowden, on his way to church. Ralph, my roommate, 'can/
:emembe.x being at Penny's Tavern. Bob .:ecol‘lects being: let .out
of the mi&ckup at around ten, and . Robert cal t for the life of
him racall how he received the velt undet his«/Zye. No one

able to complete last nights’ pict:u:e and‘we are left wiﬂr’nly‘;x.

N,
‘ aketchy outline. - L . . . by

N

jooe & Rnlph suma up the ' conversation by stnting, " I can't
remember huch’ uhen I'm dxlnking. I suppose I'll have‘ to-go
\ around and check up on/my,sel’f,' and he leaves no ﬂogbt that he is
looking forward to doing jl:xat that.  Those not involved 1}\ th_g
conversation remain glued to. the 1 apd bannister . silent
throughout the ‘conversation,  thefr_ faces showing disgust and’

disapproval. ‘a X 5 -
" grt

'A'few minutes of silence goes by. Bob disappears into his
‘room and tenppe;na' a few seconds later smoking a hand rolled
cigafette. "Robert' .asks Bob . if he c(‘n spare'a roll. Bob
hesitates, decides that he can, pnd they both disappear back into
Bob's room. Mack is atand1n§ in the corner tapping his fingers
gently on ‘the win:iow which overlooks 'the alleyway and Johl_ﬁ is
-humming a tune. ! Ralph decides that b:eakf;;.at is not worth

- ;::H:!ng for and goes to his room to.prepal;e for 'a cold November's

’
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morning walk. Bob and Robert reappear - lmqung cigarettes and
John asks Robert‘ tor save him a few dzu-.. ;n.n others stand,
watchand listen. N
Iad
Mph returns about five minutes later wearing a large heavy

overcoat and a woolen cap. Before going down over the stairs he

stops at the bathroom door. - Someone is already there. "He turns

and asks who is in there. )
# Mike gruffly ansuezq, ® Jeffery, . lnd he's been in tha:e long
enough. " \ -

" Has he? " acknowledges Ralph as he stan‘.l pounding on the

doo:. = Come on hurry up, ydu baata:d, thn:u others hete hu}.dll
you.” A few seconds later Jeffery, utnl_ wiping the soap from
his- face, appears.’in the doorway and mutters that he is sorry.
Ralph pushes his way past him and slams the do'ol:. Jeffery makes
Mg way up the stairs to the third floor and dllappeauvrlnl:o his

room while we stand in silence, . listening\ to ‘'Ralph empty- his

" bladder.

Jeffery, a small th.!.n nervous man, is na:t‘led to the house's
onl'; permanent female resl@t, - Huy.. Originally from Bell
Island, he. has been living in St. Jéhn'a for the last ten y"ll’l
and has be! receiving plychiatriq help duztng.thllt time. Many
boa:dets‘beége .the lh‘yck‘ treatments he received have made .him
worse because Jeffery is extzeme].y nervous. Certainly the
conditionu undar which he lives have not been helpful. He  is

constnntly being teaséd by many ‘of ﬂ\e other boarders. The

Al
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llving co}:dition'a for his wlie are also anything but ideal. . She
lLs conhtah:ly subjected to verbal abuse, usually of a sexual
nature, from the other boarders.l® Recently she  was sexually
nuul.:gd‘ by ‘one of the men. she repo:ted the 1ncident to her
aocial worker who in turn talked to the male boa:der in question.
He was told not .t;’;ausn Mary again or his weliaxe payments
would be cut, but notMng more was done. Her assailant was not

required to move.

‘It is nire-thirty before Colin calls out that breakfast - ts
:aady. Even g0 thereSre still fourteen b{axdeta Huitiﬁg, .80 two
are xqpt waitinq a little 'longer. The kitchen =t averagel 1r‘|,
aize, around fifteen by eight, but a uthe: large stove and
fridge, twelve chxome chairs, and the twelve boarders @ey can

accommodate makés mealtlme a rather crowded affair. ——~

P 5 . !

’ It ;s paztly/beéause of r.hel lack of space that f‘ood. is
served ) before the Scaa:de:s arrive. - It would be chaos to have
twelve boarders up and about the kitchen at one 7izim‘e serving
the{a\lves, but it is also an attempt to ration and conserve
certain n'.em‘s.. ' Sugar and milk are rationed into the tea ‘befote
it is se'kvad, the bread Ot toast: i.s\al:ead‘y butée:ed, and if
there are tﬂenty boarders there .are_twenty eggs. The only reason
. -anyone. ——lu—uailw—to—,tenva hia or her place is to leave the

kitchun. coun, who standa in the' right-hand corner opposite the,

18 The. men usually comment on Mary's phwical appear—
ance.’: One. comment .they aometimas make is ! humahuma’ zlg

. zag what a 1590(\ that old bag'. The men at Sally'z
see women, in general, as gooﬂ housekeepers and objects
of. sex. & e oY




*ask Colin for more.

A6
3

kitchen entrance, acts as both waiter and nrgnnt-‘at-lml. :}*’

anyone wants a second cup of tei, or if the bread or toast uh/igh/

is piled on a plate in the middle of the table is eaten, boarders

On alternative mornings boa:de;l are met with eithar toast,

tea and a boil®d egg, or toast, tea and a bowl of cream of wheat.

-The-only change for briaktaqt is no meal at all. The first cup

of tea is almost aivayn cold, but each boarder is allowed one,. .

and occas‘hﬂal.ly‘ two additiofal cups, . sujar and milk . already
1nc1uded. Tne opaxa rs buy bread by the case, und'.bolzdou can
eat as much bxead as they can hold at one sltting.n- Breakfast is
by far the best meal of .the days apart from the monotony os
eaéing an egg one day, cre;m,of wheat the next, drinking tea with ’
exactly one 1eve1 toanéoon of sugar, and utin’g prebuttered toast
that has been sxttlng on the “table long enougn to gfv'o’lt a
rubbery texture, day lﬂ:ex day without uny say in the matter.
The atmosphere is not improved by the presence of-calin, a six-
foot-two, two hundred‘-pound, untidy hulk with an uhshaven bull-

dog face. lming in the corner. D o

Breakfast is eaten vith g\nu/mnll talk but unlilu/tht
conveuation in the ‘hallway ‘where the alcoholics, drug-users and
ex-offendexa dominate, uve:y.nne participatu. !t,n as if the-same
tiresome meal has been flavored with equality and the boarders
t‘;l"npa:ur.lly fo:get thek differences. Tee notes that the

i g
11 por modt Newfoundlnndgu bread is considered .a

staple and large quantities of

garine, are consumed with each meal,

i

<t

bread, served with mar-  ~ \
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Montreal Canadians have lost another game. /J Robert. and+ John are
expoctlng a' cheque 4 from welfare today ahd they agree to take a
walk downtown toge:he: lntet that day. Tdcke: mentions that he
found a Atwn dollar bill on the aidewu),l outiside the house last
night and half the boarders go through th :l‘tual‘ of ciaii\ing it
as | their own. The time allowed for each mead is exactly a half
an“hout 80 drinking, 'eath'mg ‘and talking become \ona activity. When
the last boa:der is finished Colin locks thé\ kitchen door and

begins to clean up. G

The boardipg house has.no aitt;qg-koom or common nen)_
'llha:e‘ -is no :qe;ignated place where boarders can socialize, Iwﬁtcl;n
television or liatex; to the’ radio. The 1ac)f-u:/such a space ; and
the general ]..ijling conditions, with th;:qe tg a room, makes it
impractical for the boarders ta receive ‘g\u‘esta‘. +There is a ’

limitea amount of visiting from room to room, usually just befo:e

'. and after ls. Gatherings such as the one desexxbed earlier. on
’ the ‘aecé‘:“ﬂpo: 7landing also take place at this time,. buc the
‘A:e’a_ is not designed for social ~gatherings a‘nd any that take !
' place are ahd:t-lived. The boarders are 1eft‘ wiﬂm the cho}.ce of

leaving the house or golng back  to- their rooms afte: meals.
Occulonnny boa:de:s will leave the hous for a walk, an
appol,ntment with a doctox, social worker, or a|visit to a local
church to pu.y or just for a change of scene. The Newfoundland
winter, plus-the l‘ack £ npp:opuat‘e clothing often makes it
K /'\bqurders, which we -

impossible 'to go out an tor a walk. Mos
uch of theit time

can identify here as the.non-d:inke:a, Bpand
sitting on the edge ot their beds staring at their taes or some
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crack in the wall. They. get up for bneakfast * then éo back ‘to. .
" - their rooms and wait for dinner. After dinner theyrgt} back. tog -
their fooms and wait for supper. *Nong, of these. boarders uld
I ppe el
say they enjoy cneiz life, and indeed uf. times they complun
“.bitterly about it, But for the most part they accept their llie

¢ »
‘ . other, bouders »*made up for the most part of -drinkers, .do

not accept €his type of life and look for something bgﬁta:‘ to do.’ .

But wl’qhnut money 8 f£inance their actibitleg they /,must beg, « ",.} :

o : By ¥ s . ~
hustle or .steal. In this house orily Robert and Bob beg and then
‘only nccasiénally‘. It ‘was not a method of .ohéu,ni.ng funds that

anyone’ likes, but when it is done it is usually done with honesty’

and directness. . Most people wAho’panhand).e‘ dn 80 inz halcolml, and
thef .ivill usually statéufr"ankly that they néed a given amount of )

ote1e; s : .
money to make up the price of a bottle. = "\—\

Though not as profitable as panhandling, anothe: method
" . faising money is hunting around for saleable items such ‘a8 beez

5 ?

.bottles, car batte:iea, ‘radiatofs, copper,.and lead. ’l'hia can be.

a long and txresome method of obtalning money.. It is vpo'saibl‘e to,’ 4

walk the st:eets Eo: hou:s befo:e finding enough fox a price ﬂf a
N bpttle, A broken car battery found outside a. gérage uc:ou town )
has to be car:ied a mile or more back to George sttee: befa:e it
@ cah' be_ sold:-to a scrap metal shop. It is ha:d-wark t:o make money,
' “This way, . " = ¢

_Stealing - more specifically, .shoplifting, is the , most

’ : ; N . ’

\ common way of making money at this hous od is the item most =
often taken alth&h boarders ¥io shiopl . i11° take anything -

< - g F
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/\ that opportunity pu“ntl.' * Bteaks or 'nz;ona of cigarettes™can
be -s0ld almost 'anyylgere, the most prominent places being the

local tavoxhl. a dwnr,'oun taxi. stand, and sometimes even the N

-~

’\ -

%) boarding houn operators &dlelvu. 4 = * &
‘

When boa:dcu of - this_ "group- havi‘.- been successful in
obt-lning nonny they usually buy alcohol. sometime:, if they -~
have a i..ot of money - such as the time a boarder stol'e and sold a
portable televisiog - th'e& m’qy. drink in a cheap downtown bar, but
usually they \_duz:lnk on the street or back #n the boa_:ding“
hauu. It !.n"'on the latter OCC&BiO;IB- thnt contllcv: arises

batuean the two ditfuront g:oupa of boardeu = . thoge who' are

S d:LnkLng and thosé who usia ly do not, The :,qudy' and wm;timia

) ‘ bohtt’:oul behlv\or of the drinkers . often 1nte:£qtes with <he

r luoné apathy of those vho do not drink an‘uthey \dll col\plnn to
ﬁhc drlnkeu and, ehna distutb. their drinking. e : g

Vb 5

5 Oonfllct 1nvo].v0l defe’ent ievelu af. v'iolence‘,' the’ most vl
conmn fonf beinq lole sort of yelling, acunming verbal- nbuse.

, Mach of the anmuey 18" hiaden. ,° D:inkexa’ w111 gather ap?
coaplnln thlt the others a;e a bunch ow wimps®,. vhue thev\
others will gehtogcthex to complaln that they can't ge any
peace. and . -quiet: occnll.onally disputas will be raised to the

e " © *level. of i‘)ﬁyuicn vlolence.r It:is usually the drinkars, whose.

‘ comtott is found in . th‘ accivltlas o! ateuinq, begg&ng and

huﬂ:ung, as oppoaad to tha 1n.cf.1vity of the npn—d:inkers, Hho .

nn:c Lc, and unuuuy v!.n. 'l‘hia 15 the reuon why the non- B

d:inkon fear those who dtlnl’ And vhy in the early. m.o:nl.ng % =

\-,.."
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p;zfod before breakfast th'e_ alcoholics, drug-users -and ex-
offenders control the situation-while the others listen passively

in silence while waitingj

Sally usually arrives'at f.he.house by -taxi at around ten-
thirty. She kn_ocks at the door to Colin's npan:meni:. unnhen let
in takes a seat:-‘dj,rectly oppos‘l.ca the door, .to the left - of the
“fireplace. ) (Thei-e«nh)e spends most of her day smoking c_iguatr.!al
drinking vodka ‘and watching television.: She ‘will' usually give -
the * bottlé to Colin who_ runs back and forth to the kitchen

“ ‘preparing-her drinks. sall‘y' always looks t:ired. Her eyés and

A2 PR
long wrlnkled face seem. to cry out for sleep. Her ‘hlgh heels,
and tight, knee-length d:eaaea, an’d alcohoudm lend a 'cnzonic
ﬁ:acelessness to her movemant and when she sets. out to dov

».
something, take a pan off . the sto\ 2, put a qlass in the aink Yor

. bzush back her hair; you wonde: if she will succeed. ‘\

Today sally has left th door to Celin's npartm’em:' ‘open.
7 !:ewe}eu maxm-.enlnce chequeﬂ today
and Sally is anxious in ’keeping track of them. When. the mail
arrives Sally thumbs thrgugh the envelopes and t‘akea' but ‘those.
belonging to Robert, Bob' ahd John. She g‘oes upstairs - to "th;l: B

- room and tells them that" thei: cheque have arrived, but: that’ they

w!.ll ngt receive them unlesa they do-certain chores uround the
’ﬁouse. Bob is o:da:ed to clean the‘bathtocm while Robert and

John are told to cleun the hallway and empty the garbage.

. Not everyone in ‘the house xeceivea such threats. . Some
escape because they pick up their self-mainténance at the Harvey
.- e . ~
N\
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. .

Road office uo’sally doesn't have . access tol“ them. oOthers -

éctha_ps most - would simply not put up with it. Sally-must gauge

who she 'Cll’l push around. — =

5 . <

It is aimost taken for granted that ex-psychiatric patientf’

can be abused. Debbie was a young woman viio,. after two years of

marriage, found herself+«doninated by an alcoholic -husband. who

abused her physically as well as verbally. Unable to manage the

strain of such a relutionah‘é Debbie suffered a nervous ° ¢
' breakdown and warnsr.ic'utionau:ed for several m;nths. When .she

was :eleased ‘frol hospitai s/he decided not to return to her
huuband and wlth' the help of relativea and the Department of o
Social ‘Services took 1odg1ngs at Sally's, just aféet Sally and
Joe hnd entered 1nr.o their partnership. Colin was not yet_living
at the house m sallywu s;aying in the ‘éownatél'rs apa:tmirpt and R

: :unhlng the house by herself.
: v—

Debb!.a moved into a nnall second"Eloor - -Foom of her own, but
£rom the beginning she was in trouble. The boa:dets constantly
teased and sexually harassed heh— and even stole her things right
in froat of her. She cﬁmplained to Sally but’ 'herx;' comi:laints we ~
1gno:ed. Boarders often s’ell off their goods in order. to\yy(L: '

few dollars and Sally heliwed - or profwd to believe~ that

Ehla was what Debbie was doing. ¥ ’

Plna‘thI. after a - warning from the Department, of
Séxvicas, Sally allowed Debbie to move }nto\thi; downstairs
am:ﬁent with her.¥.In return, snly’l forced her. to wash the
dighes, ' help p:epa:e the menls and clinn\thyxme. All aurlng

SN AN
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zhi.n. tn;e Debbie, spent her free time looking for employment.
She was luckier than most and found iuploymnt as a live-in
housekeeper fo:;% whose wife had left h{m. Debbie was to
help raise hi wo children and take care of the household
duties. The lawyer came to help Debbie move, but when he a_ru_vod
he was met by Sally who proceeded to tell him that Debbie had
just been released from the Mental Hospital, that she had not
really adjusted well to life in the _hon-u, and was still a bit
unstable. Despite having interviewed Debt;ie and being quite
satisfied that she would be quite acceptable for the jnb, the
lawyer had second thoughtl. Debbie’uu nct given .theAjob.. A
couple of days later uha was buck i\the hospital. <

_ This story is not untypicnl. Most bond!.ug‘ house opernton,
llke most people in the loc!.el:y in general, have little lynpa(:hy
for ex-paychl._atuc pat‘u\:ﬁa T Little Auondet that - 78% ut ex-
pitients released into a boarding TNouse return to.the honpit_ul
because of social reasons rather thll-’T personal
p:oblqs(kwexlsal-i). Living cond}ttor‘m at the Waterford
Hospital are felt by many ex-patients to be betteér - than those

found in some boarding houses. -

In the cases of Robert, Bob and John, the c].:cumstaﬁc.l are’

different. ‘'fally knows that Robert antl Bob have been thrown out .

of a number. of ‘boarding house in thc put, Robutt for being drunk
and disurdexly ‘and Bob for having cpuaptl.n tits, often brought
on by d:(l_xking.- Both would have difficulty {ln ﬂnding other

lodgings. John was. found dead drunk in the h—nuway a week agmr
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. Sally can ua‘/ these incidents [;resaun them into doing chores.

At the same time, she has culcivated a xelationship with the

three, Robert cangeometimes bon'w five or ten dollars from
S 5

sally as_an advance on his self-maintenance ' cheque ah:i

occasionally she will give him or Bob a package of tobacco fo‘:‘

their work. John, the fav.o:ite boarder in spite of his drinking,
often runs errands for het. Because of his work histo:y John is

considered quite a handyman and when something needs to be fixed

kS

’ it is John who is  asked to fix it, and he too will be passed the ,'

’occasl"nay packet of tobacco.. Sometimes when discussing some

chore with Sally he will sit downstairs, drink tea. and 'wgtch

Colin's television. ' On.one occasion ‘when (‘Al? ya; in hospital’

for “two weeks aftez d.particularly heavy bout o ildrinkix':g, John
received the - enviable task of n;:lnding the house in place of
Colin, and briefly enjoyed a one’-bedxooxgv upu:tment.' celo:'i‘), and

access to the kitchen. ‘ !
N .

By the use,piasunh reuarda, sally' can qe’t smatl chores ‘-done

. withouc%he threat of withholding a Helfare,chque. It takes but

a tew minutes to empty the waste -puperpnaketa of each :oom,. and

. 8 1
Robert will gladly g.1ve up a few minutes of doiry nothing if it .

means he éan borrow five dollars for a bottle of'wlne. For Sally
the -boarflers are a source of-.cheap labour. 'She cannot afford to

pay a carpenter $10 an hour to fix a. window or sheet up the

] chimney, but she can managg"a packet of tobacco. and a cup of j.

While the wotk might be shoddy, partly because John hasn't the
equipment or expe"‘nencs to do a proper job of it, there is at
4 \ A

‘J.eut the appearance of n.:eaponse to -the comp].ainta boarders
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have about drafts in their rooms. i

‘ : <7
Threats such as the withholding of welfare clllequa are more i

- symbolic than real, but they do serve a purpose. For one thing,

. they reinforce the boundary between boarding house operator ‘and
boarding houne’ resident, and emphasize the power of one over the -
other. Sally is, after all, not very different ‘from her
boarders, and her authority lover them is tenuous and must be
maintained in part by symbolic acts; fictions, ’nndl evasion. For
‘example, it is quite acceptablesfor Sally & hgnr from another
boarder about John being dead drunk in the hallway or ﬂ.n_ht‘ Robert
kicked 4./:;- a door last night_while drunk. ' It.is not acceptable

hwe;e’x/‘. £ot .snlly to £ind John drunk 4in the hallvayu t;x B t‘

Robert kickipg a door. - This would represent a direct-affront to
.}:e: authority and ‘sha would feel uipelled to’ display her .

autocratic position.” . &=ih

As»l:welv’e o'clock A’péroaches Sally is in the kitchen setting
N places for dinner, cigarette hanging loosely !zw_ the corneg of

her m . She removes it for a moment to finish .off andother
=g f

predinner drink. Tossing back the last few drops of, her vod‘kl “
she ‘signals to Colin to 'let the boarders know that dinner is :
‘ready. A few minutes later ‘twelve boarders are seated and
) picking gingerly at their meal: two scoops of potatods asd a hot
gog bun covered with,gravy. " MostWeals at the house uelnot' as .1
f;ugal as this one, but thig\ ne is partic'ularly I'aad.'
v . ¢
A couple of boarders rise, .thraw 'g:hnu dinner into the
garbage, and lna_v.e. tBllly ;tlt_a.l after them in lngl:.. . thti
o & s
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the sense in cooking around here‘yhen you guys don't\ even
.appreciate it? Fuckin‘_ boarders you guys are, wor_ﬂuess scum!®
® h Each meal when Sally is present is also inva_riably‘ a half-hour of
B al’m‘le and con;plalnts about how hard her life has been, how
expensive the food is, how the boarders do fot apprecidte ' what
she does for them, how stupid and unkind the boarders are, how
/ 2 dirty r.hey are, how the boarders had better sl ape up or Lt was
Du: the door for then 'RmQtimes Sally is able to complain,
order {_nd abuse the -boarders all in the same b:'enth: " Now, Bob,
-1 I'd'on't wanl: you to turn up that heat too much. You know what
happens if you do, don‘t you John? And I want that -bathroom kept
clean, do you hear ma Eobe:t? Becauae ‘its out you go and thats .
- - ' right becaung I don't need this ahig_. For their part the-'
, boarders usually display a zitunl_ respect of silence and continue

with their meal.
7 =
Todny sally was~eomplaining about the high cost of heating

« oil - and even though it was mid—Novembet she threatened to evict
anyone who was caught with the'beat turnea on in their room. She
was midway through a sentence when she vas inter:upted by Bill

Bragen. " Have you got a package of clgnrettes Hrs?.‘ . There was

a brief suence at thia absu:d :equest and Bj.ll gave a quick wink

some .smokes." Be mued, guve anocha: wink at the boardara, then"
turned’ back r.o sauy. T

a . -~
Bill, a amall. white-haired, round- Qeuied man, always wore
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a smile. Vna had left thg house earlier that morning without
breakfast to collect beer bottles; pieces of metal mﬁ -anything
else that he could sell. Hﬂking down the railway line towards
Bowring Park he had come upon a large rou. of copper tub:ng‘.
There was more than he oou.l;d possibly carry at one time .s0 he
rolled it down the bank of the Waterford River which runs

N parallel - to = the l'll.l(lly traoks, smi\:d it in the thickets that

grew there. 'Bending off a section of he headed back towards
George Street and the Dominion Scrap Metal Sales Company where he
obtained enough So: a bottle nf old Nhgara and two .cigarettes.

After picking up his- bottle and smokes Bill madﬁ way up

Gveo:ge Street to tne-nney behind Greg's Diner. -When “he had "

finished drinking he proceeded back to the boarding, houn’n.nnd was
\in time for dinpner. ’

" What do you mean by cnmin‘g. to the dinner table drunk? *

sally shouted, " of all the nerve. " With that she stepped across
the room and started to hit Bill on the back of the head

repeatedly with her hand. ~Bill goé up from his chair and ran -

out into the hallway. Sally stood in the middle of the rqom
shouting and screaming in near pystu'u. Finally she :nn“roh
tRe kitchen into Colin's bedxoom-uhe‘_re sBhe sat down on the corner
Of the bed and cried. ' ’

Dinner is usually not as chaotic a‘b’ this. The bgudeu come .

to the kitchen, sit down, ut their meal and chut, ‘and leave, but
' bedlam is nevel far below the surface and sally, Colin, and the

boarders can tul its exhtnnce. i
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After dinner most boarders retreat to their rooms where they

wait in silence for suppe%. Some take an occasional walk along '

Water Street or a browse through Hoo‘lvcttha. Some will sit in a
cafe and watch the people move about for a couple of hours. One
of the men at the Crosbie Street house has taken on this activity

with a keen sort of interest,’taking pleasure in the motions and

exp:enélpns of ether people buying tiri
might plan to meet a friend or a relative, but most boarders

change boarding houses a lot and do not develop strong netwarks

of friends; and relatives seldom have anything to do with -the’

people in éhe boarding houses, ' Boarders rarely participate in
any public activities such as a visit to a public library or

museum, - . -t !

There are certain activities that special groups within - the *

boa:dintj house are encouraged to participate.in. Alcoholics can

go to daily addiction clinics at the Health' Sciences Complex,

St. Clare's, and the Waterford Hospital. paychiatxxc‘pacients'

can go to the Canadian Mental Health Association's Social Center.

While these offer. a certain amount of recreation the main purpose
’ : . o

.of these programs is to. educate, rehabilitate, and integrate

individualg into mainstream/ society.' These programs are not ,
however, designed to.do anything about the problems that- come’

with 1living in a low-income boarding, .hou.s_e. When the day’

p:ognma'iie wér the ‘individua.'l‘ still - has to face. all . the

.
".problems of the boarding house environmment, -

Supper 15 served at fiv ock -and: most  boarders are

Sometimes a boarders -

A
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3
° present. By this time Sally has either gone home, -is passed out

on Colin's chesterfield, in which case Colin will have prepared
_ supper, or she is .out staggering” around the kitchen pnpurlng
supper herself. Beans or potatoes and bologna, with the usual
serving of . bread and tea, are the most regularly served me&la
although there are substitutes. The food i8, of course, Al'undy

dished out and is cold by the time the' boardérs are called to eat

its I ! ¥ . b’

_ This evening Sally‘“has already left the house so Colin has
prepnzed “the meal. Supper. i a much more relaxed event when ‘Sally
is not there, coll,n will al].w the boarders - to take their ‘time,
aﬂd an . extra cup of tea is not ont of the queution. _People whb

.are Haiting for the second sitting-are allowed. to.wait in Colin‘s

\ ftont room and watch televisi»on. Colin has prepared a good mea.'l..
3 =i R

@h two pieces of bologna instead of the usual one, potatoes, .
“carrots and peas. The convezsati'on’i.; centered around Sally‘ and
how baély she _h;d acted at dinner time. Colin and the’ ‘boarders
= chat back and forth, all,ag‘teeing that sally is 'i;':anne and is

running a mad house.

T . After supper the ncn—drinki.ng boazders ' go baclt to theit
rooms to wait. for breakfast whlle cche:s go out to drink. A
couple of boarders have a case of bee: “and they stay behind in

Colxn u111 put on

Colin'é apartmedt to drink with him. In re r
‘a second meal. Sometimes Colin will engage .the se:vi?a of
boarders -by getting them to séll food taken from the kit henin -

oxde} to get momﬁ ,to)uyAliquu:. Most of Colin's' telatiénghipn
e v it ‘ g
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. are built around alcohol. He vul only engage someone to sell .
food if that puson drinks- A boa:der will only be invited to one

= of" ‘Colin's special meals if he has alcohol or can contribute to
‘the purchase of somg. ‘Those uh'a do not drink are not . invited,
thus those who drsink in the Crosbie Street House have the
opportunity of eating bett‘e':. The non-drinkers:.know that this
type of thing is goi_ilg on.. Colin or one of the atherbf'a}ders

have been,’ on occas!.on,“‘ caught leaving the house with food. This

.type of activit:y helpa ui‘se ‘the level of tension between the
d:inke:a and those whe do not d:ink, but. those vha g!l“t& do -1

onl'.y among themsalvea. st feel it unvise to oomplain to Sally

.as she is moat likely to accept Colin's ve:sion. - Sally will

often ufuaa to liaten to boarder'a complaints and haa often told..
a boaxde:s who has txied to complain to go awuy-or to be quiat.

Besides, if Colin finds out that someone has comp]ained then that

person is ln real _kiapge: of reprisals, often of a physical

;./.'nntu':e. ) ‘ N /

Sleep does not come easy at Sally's. Throughout the night

boarders | can.:\ig 'Lntez.:upt’ed “by any one of a numpg; of things.

Sometimea ﬁhe:g are fights ’or‘ all-out b:hwl;. ‘Police' 'a:é

Egeqnently ‘called to the house to 'biéak' up such dis:u;banceg and, ’
- oftan lelve dragging a cursing boarder with them. Police . have

i

e il

2also been known to enter the house~1ookigg,£or a specific person
‘in relation to some c:ime. A ‘sleepi‘ng, gober boarder may be

awakened by a d:unkan roammace who has decided to sing a’ mng, or

by ‘some stranger ?JIQ comes_into the room merely to look around..

' The front door is open Lwenhy\-foh: ‘hours a day and sometimea

‘
-l
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s
someone who does not belong will come in late "at night looking

i'or an empty bed - someone who has been locked out df his own_

) boarding house or who is homeless and looking for a pluce to

stay. These disturbances can happen at any time, but they Lare

rarer uftez about 12 midnight. There are usually a few hours of
uneasy peace in the very early morning befo:e the trucks begin to
grind their way ‘up Crosbie Street sigpaling the beginning of
another day.
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Chapter ' B

- e

Among themselves .the boarders maintain very few close
p_eraonnl ties. This is in part because of the E:equency with
which bo‘a’rde‘ta move from one boarding house to 'nnothe:. . ﬁw. W,
-_z.-movo -uound a great deal not so much because they are forced by
eviction t:o do 80, although this is one :eaaon, but hecauae they
h quickly qrw_.&irs%ot a_neu »bo‘atding house.

= Individuals exist .in an envirorment 'but do not always

control or choose. the enviroment in which they 1_1ve..'1‘he
boarders at Sally's .share a similar envi.zonment. 'l'hey eat the

———=eme’ food, occupy :elatively the same spaa have low 1evel{ of

aducggion and ‘together form an econdmic group. And these thidgs
do give rise to a certain comarAderie. §\
.

Friendship t{es are usually organized around the meeting of

"ﬁu’nadiaé‘e needs within tht'a livlng env!.ronmenb - a need for food
because supper was J,nadequatet a need fo: a drink becauge one has
a hmgovan a need for pula because one is coming off the booze.

s, These are thinga thut are. beac taken care of within the ccnfines"

of the house. " whue Hhi living onvlronmem: from one houee to
-another may be almuat, a’Boa:de: can-only be sure of the L
resources available JAn “his parttcula: house. Becpuse boarders:

dive below thl povcrty line they hesitata to enter into exchange
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relationships where yment is not gu\nmedr’ It" is.moge .
i ¥
advantageous to dev_«ioi.‘relauophipn with boarders in the same =

house because then it is possible to keep a closer account of the

network of exchanges and the obligations they create. Bo‘uid‘., a
boarder can never be sure of finding a friend living in .another —-

house. The friend might have moved on leaving no” word of _ his

whereabouts. If he is still there he may have-developed new

»

. relationships lnd‘thug have new obligations.

i Dne.morn!‘.ng. v »aﬂ:’e: they had received their ’nlf-‘mufnnnnfnca
cheque, John And‘ Bo’b utaod on the 1anding~or the uca_r;ci £loor
dlscuasing what they might do with their cheques. As luck . wou.ld

3 have it sam. Hacket, a boarder liv!.ng in a room at- tha back u! }ho

" house over the kitchen, came in-the door ou.rylnq two cans  of

- expo_zt tobacco he had ‘stolen from a downtown store. san;knuv\\{:_\‘
Y when the self-maintenance .cheques came and on thofp' days he would»' \
g0 dou;:town and steal ng “that the ‘;‘ 1 would buy.

!6;::1:0 seemed to be the favorite item and thete was certainly no \
trouble-n selling it. :

After Bob and John had each bougl;t ; can for four dollars'it
was decided. that they wo:ud go dxinking. Because they had luvad
aome mn‘xey on-the tobacco, John felt that it would be all xlght
if they went to a bar. downtown for a couple of ben:a. Bob lq:ud
and xthey both uant baqk to thei& rooms to gct udy They met a "
!:w m!nutes\ J.ute: on tha boctmn 1anding, vcm: ‘ut: the door and 2

..
down Crosbie Street towards George Street. There on a side street
) off George, ‘they found themselves a corner table in a cheap local

v 5 o
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d;n:ntwn bar. ' @ g . i . _

. Bob went to the bar and orda):ad.n cauple of beers. John sat
quietly _At/ “the table wa‘tchlﬂg . & rather heavy-set man flick'a i
f)inbu.u into qction on the game that stood in the ct_xnn'
oPPollte- There vexe‘. some quj.ck. rings and thl;‘pia as-the ball

. bounccd qzound from bumper ta bumper but the ball soon nh%c off
the lida and veq{/doun betveen the two 'tli}ppen. _ The heavy-set
~man .gave the machine a solid knack on th® side and watched a "

L tilt . :192 £lash on !‘d off the screen. - {A\ .
\ e : ;
) +Bob  came bnl:k;wlth the beer “and sat down di:ectly opposite
” John. Jnhn in the menntl.me pulled a HI\GL* battle of pills out o!
- Ml pocket and atﬁered thu\ tdl Bob. Bob took l me and emptied Ewo
¢ cnp-ulu into his -beer. .John did r.he lm- q{.d put the pills 4@
blck 1nf.o h!.s .pocket. wohn had qotten the ﬁla with hlg welfaze —
caxg suetlme lnt vuk. The pills were obtalned £:am John's,
= ’ doctoz and we:e luppoud to help him over Jbad bout of drlnklng{
: lothning the effects of a hangover. nouavet the pills eould be .
\):Zo:e o&en were use for increasing thMlgh obtaimd fran“ i b

hol, —

\mg u}. there iong enough to d:ink,nnothex bééz.*and take' a_—-
5 !9: more pull. Bob, noted that gpuy now .had onl* around ten -
. donlu each to llst them two weeka. ‘He thought, that they )ould
" leave tha bar: and go-to the l.iquo: store’ ac:hq the street and

—_—

buy a flask n! vohn nﬁ: that © this wotld-be the

. 'conomlul :hi.hg to do 80 they bo left, ~After buying a cheap
'«-\ !l.uk ot rum. mey hudad down an alley ozE George st:eet
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~7 Ab&mt a half hour later ‘g\a ﬂuk)un gone. Bob-.wanted to ‘
~buy another but John hesitated. He polntcd out that they hld
alnady spent sa -on tBbacco,- $6 on beer and 38\& the prey; ous
flask, for a total Qf $22. This nennt they al t.hey had 1.! out

{7

bl\:hei:_ two cheques“was $12. To buy another flask uould mean

they would have 3nly $4 between them to last two weeks. But Bob
a:gued that it was just as well to lpend the mcnzy on bne good
* drunk and that you really couldn't do much vlth \512 over a two

week period anyway. The,logic ueel\ed igrefutable so John uq:u_d *
3 N

and ﬁnothar flask was bought. y

=" /The combinatlnn of> d:ugu‘anﬂ alcohol soon had btei: mn&:ad-
‘ettect.v Boh, who had taken quite a few more pull than John, was
Eeeung eapegiany high and by the time the ncond tlnak vu/l;nt
gone he- xealixed that he had taken too much and wmlld soon pass
outs* Ha:dly able to unnd, _he askeﬂ aohn tn helpfhlrget to the

Detox- Center. : 4/

They set off_dmi;. George Street, past the

ur Iy.lqht\, a2,
Salvation Army Rehabilitation -Genter, toward§ Patrick héuut and
. Deanery Avenue, -vheze' the Talbot House detoxification center is
located. Just’ .as . they 'had nfvvéd _'6{: George s‘treet nnd‘onto
Springdale 5111. noticed a paddy wagon at the 'traffic 1lights on
the corner ot sPringdnl.e and Water. . When the.lights tutned green

the wagon ‘Would come up SP):ingdn].a, and the policn wr:ul& ulmou -

) carta:l.n.ly “notice them. 'lhey both agnod that John, because hc 3
’Wal ‘carrying thy £lask ot rum, !Imuld leave: Bob than. The

ice " would see Bob and glve {im a ride to the D-tpx cannr or

'’ . "
s %
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much. At about ‘x in the morning he was struggltng to-get to

T P N
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th‘ lockup. Euhn plgce was ‘equally agréeable to Bob as a\'place

" to sleep ot! the effects of the alcohol and d:ugs, and there was

no -need of losing the half flask of rah. John laft Bob and went

1ock|.xb. _He was released a few hofirs later and went back, K to the

-
boarding house to sleep. ' —

’ . . * .

Neither Bob or John has developed the habit of drinking two
days in a row. :ihen they have hangovers they usually take drugs,
usually valiim, to ha),‘p'than through their sickness. On the day

after their drinkln‘g bout they were both s 9 the-after -
effects, but they had used up all gh A& with .their heer and
rum, s
a o, . e
Robert, whose room was at that time -next to Bab's, had also

been drinki the day before.‘ ﬁobe:t is more _seve:ely a
- for him thé aftermath of a d:ink\ing session ‘ia expressed \in a
desperatc need fo: another. dtink. his\ﬁ:tlcu}_a: morning. Robert
wns axt?ely l!.ck. E;s uhole bOQy shook 4and twitched
invclunearily,ao that he could bately walk, and his eyeg wene red
and’ painful. ° Ee had taken some valium but it had not helPed

" the bnl:hmom vhen he found Bob in the. hallway ’

i T \—/.

Each’ explained his situation, Bob thaf he needed valiug,
Robut that he nuded a dtink. Robert agreed to glve Bcb some’
pius ‘while Bob, Hho had fozgotten about the half flaak of rum-

John had taken, agreedsto 'let Robert krow if he game across nr‘xy.
Later that mofnlng John came . into Bob 8 i:oom-*llth the flask

.back to the boarding house. Bob, as it turned out, went to the -

ol
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looking fo;’pslla to he15.> calm,his hangover. Bob dhve John some—
of the pills and explained how he\had obtained them from —'Rnht:t. :
After .they had decided that neither wtn.tec; the n;n, John banged ’
on chﬁ wall between Bob and Robert's rooms and shouted to Robfrl
to ::ome in. There was an almost painfu_l look of gratitude on
P Robert's face «8 he grasped the qlaak in his two shaking hands
'. \and \dianf. ge cduld k;anily /speak, 'but he gargled out)vords of
thanks and with every word of thanks he gfave a short ahn} ?ugl\.

It is these almost accidental ;ne:nlheq(\ex‘cinnge

relationships which are the most common a'n/ they _uux necessary

art of boarding house life., As Robert puts it; -

People éan get-into the habit of helpipg one. ano 5: .

and its" a good thing. People can also get into. <. L

. habit of being a prick: They won't give a man a drop -
of his wine or whatever. Its the kind.of habit worth.

breaking and you usually do whepeyou're down. You find

it hard to get by without frienmds. .

Such\ relationships are kept in a t‘:alculated ’balan)ca. A :;w days
l;te& I was in B_A::h‘a room drinklngvaome. beeF and u\}ggoitéd that -
we mléht ‘ask Robert to 'jo!.n» us. Hob dla.ag‘réed s:ying that it was
w‘rén‘g' to aék someone too of ten because it woulid create ‘u:haf:i't., E
— - " Robert might thi’nk that. he cm{ld walk L here anytime without .

" contributijgs" Exchange - relationships 'a]._so reinft;rce the

T division tweén’thsuid:ink{ng and 'd:ug—taking‘ group and r.he'

. S . ¢ G
others mply b ause of thé goods exch@ but the Boundaries

3 are™ t (abSolute. ,ﬂ.',e ar _e_‘-(nu‘eds' ‘that the ot{le‘rdo not ' '
~have; buyk all 'boarnders have‘wmemada in common. = W %
4 - T y s o ) U 5
One night four boarders gatheyed in my room to complain._ - "
5" about. ,the £_o_od. It -hgd been a particular bad ény.”. ‘Dinner lugi_
~ -~ i AL
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: but _ Sally had mixed in uno weiners that hnd gone bad. While it~ =

. \.cnnﬂlt-a of Kraft macaroni dfnnnt which by ltaelf wa’u 'e‘dible,
was possible "to pick out txu pieces of vleimra, the -cumni was
left ‘with an unbearable sour taste. X Suppex) had bean(kan
unnameable mixture that caused the boarders to make ironic jokes *
by , pretending ;o guess the fMgredients. The four agreed that

g .

they should go out for a meal but as they had no money this would

Tivolve begging.- Undaunted, they decided to pqol their resource
i iqd have a collective dinna: party. Sean and 'l:‘ea n:g:eed to go ‘to
the two. Catholic canv‘enga, one -at Belvederd, the othef off
Hl.l!i'lto_n Avenue, ‘and ask the Sisters for some ‘E-ood. They = had

aimply ‘to' tell the Sisters thatpthey were from sallyiu. boarding

o

house, that th-y were hungry, and they would‘be givgn enough food
for a couple oE meals.~“Tee did fot usually d:!.nka:ut: as thi- vu - -

/~\a dinner rty he ag:eed thnt the occasion ralled for a dxink of ’

port or -he’xxy. Robert and John, Ity vu decided, ‘would go around

' to the cuthol.!.c residence on Patrick s:nct, Robert_to see Father .

- Pete, ohn to see FPather “Greg. Father P_ete and Father Greg °
‘-It;uld, judglng_ from past experience, givt.thm five dx‘:llg(_a, out
o‘ vh_lcl.:r‘th‘ey' would buy. some cheap aherry.‘ The fc;ur boarders all
_set out to complete their tasks and soon zetﬁ:md; Sean and Tee

- each vhld largo plates of assorted-cold cuts,‘ cheese., bread urfd

"~ some fruit. . '.\‘Ml, coupltd with Robert and John's sherry, . made

thu meal jult short of a feast. i

°) *. A8 they Bat -aung the t'ou; boar i . started r:o' talk, N
“Conversations uka thau lnuatnu t:.hed{}uou-nuu of boarding .
2 l’& se ro.lld.pnlhlpl. A #ide nngo oi topics are 1nc1udad, otten
ma ‘ fi :

7 % o
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t:lea to meet his/her day to day needs. sinco thil}p:om} of,

. 5 " -68 -
. ) : 1
in what seems 'to be no particular order. Each participant
follows his own train of thought, and the result is- less a

conversation ‘:han a collection rof individual

Robert: Most of my pld friends don't really want much
to with me any e. When you're down people either
ignore you or they put the boots to you.

John:” Sally only eets away with this because she knows
that there are worse places than this around and there
are a lot of people need.lng a place. You teIl me she's

not nnki‘ng any money. Problem 1} she spends u all on

booze.

. Y
Tee. The way thingl used a jnb usad to - be
everything to a perdon. n-. n more than making a few
bucks, it was also a placl where you could meet people,
friends that would last you ‘a life-time. But nowadays
a job_is hard to come by. .
These \tatemenn, although not  always link;d v in

convetsational fon-/, help to deiine the speakerg as a group with
3 s v

- common interests who live under nx-lié; _c!..:cui-tu'nul. perhaps

ider\t;fying the group as a class and uui'ng-thtir conuciouin
.

-
of it. AsiRobert, Tee, Sean and John sat around the room unng

their cold cuts and dzxnking sherry they, took a &rnin
A .
satisfaction in the fact that together they had used their

knowledge of  street life_ _to silence the rumble o£' four empty

stomachs. ° ? .
: .

g Knowledge of street lite is acculnulat.d as_ an individual

socializatlon depcndl to a xazge extent. cn the mnltlnq of
individual needs the npead t vhich this q:cunnlaunn tlk
lllo depandl of the’ individual'u -ubnup to ldontl.!y h.ll/lur nood

place

.
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with those of the other boarders. / r

Sean, you will remember, spent two wt:ks 1§K1ng on the
stz‘nt when he was released from prison. ring that period he
was forced to steal and beg for food in order :mr’vhe. _ He had
a 1—1!:!:1.3X money but not enough to ob‘l:aln dccommodation. The

Dopartment of Social Services at first ad tefuaed to help

because Seuﬂ was an able-bodied person, meaning that he was quit:e '

able to work, and because he was expected to live with his mothe:‘

while he was in St. \John‘s. It did not seem to matter that ther
was no work or that his mother refused to have anything

with him. It was'cnly after sean 8 ptobatlon officer 'in

However social Services’ ng:eed to pay only the price of the re!
B0 Sean was ufr. vr!-thout even the eighteen or twenty do}
salfi{in{:emnc@ most boarders :eceiving welfare get ever

weeks.
; - g o & . -

. » . -
At first Sean was quite happy to -be off the street and for a

while talked about thing else.y To sleep on a small cot in a
flathing else.g

room with two other men was far better than having no place -to.

sleep and ' for the next couple of weeks he would Jeavg the house
every day in search ‘ot snp‘loyment:.‘ But Senn"s arly f‘eeling soon

f.u:thscl_ t_é- “frustration and anéer. Thg mndlhionu under vhich he

‘ nv;pd became uncomfortable. -“He was ﬂot accuetumed to eating such

z:ooxly-p:epnea ‘meals. . The fighting ard bickering of the other
boarders made him feel uncomfortable and while he liked to drink,
the drinking. of the'/)theg boarders disgusted him, But, it was his
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financial situation which frustrated him the most. He gave up |
walking to the unemp]:oyment office, located on th; other side of - .
r -, town, becnuaé h_é conclused that t;lete just were no joﬁn. vacqu:
for 'a brief walk he soon fell into the routine of going down for
‘his meals and returning to his rodf. -He had run 0_ur. ‘of razor
‘blades and soap, and had taken. to stealing toilet paper from
another boarder. _He spent most of the day ‘pacing the room
cu:atng his present circumstances. s i Lhia room sharing a
cigaxatce with John when he atopped&::z@edx .
v I got to get out of the place. The place is Arlvihg :
nuts./ But I, won't be here long. If I don't get into
!:h alfway. house (John Howard Soc].ety) pr soon I'm

ng to get money somehowr I can t-do a th{ng’ except
atay in this: Euckin' xanm. s .

S\an was of couzse giving notice. Un.\.ike many of the boarders ha
would not - put up with the nausea of this kind of ufe.‘, Ba was
going to do _Son;eihlng more ‘than s‘!.t: on_th; edge of his bed ‘and
‘stare at the wall. ‘ E ) o

. R - ~ )
° Later that day.John ‘Jmi I caught Sean stealing toilet paper
£rom: John.” John, who félt sorry !g; Sean because he was only ’

2 14 tuénty-one. asked Sgan why he did not get "his -own. Hhen_n_s_qqn,

"_a replied - thas “he  co . pot, afford‘ to buy lny John replied that
. soup, toilet paper and paper owéls could be obtairned trge of
charge from any publ.ic wash-:oom and that the best of these wq:e

- ! located in Eospltal and goverm\ent bu!ldlngn. s A ‘few minutes
later Sean and aohn were on their way to'the Guco Hospital where

¢ ‘ Senn obtained some toilet paper and soap. . Later thut night -John

\' took Sean to the Belvedere Cénvent' and explgimd that if he went
. up to the door &hd told the sister _‘who‘ lnﬁud thnt",ho was

p ~ i ¢ . .

% o, = s i 2
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atnying nt snlly ] boa:ding house and_ was hungry he would
probably be lean somathing to eat. Thé ‘next day John-took Sean
4 the :euaance of Saint Patz‘ick‘s Pa:!.sh@hurch and was told
that if he conld get to see Father Pete or Father Greg he could

probably qet five " dollars from either one. . gai{&:hat was

:necessary wu an explanation thatN were ataying as SaMy's and

'_ needed. something to- eat.

sun;a ins:odupéion into’ the economy of this class was then

firug ~ concerned with the bqilding up of a neEfz;;k of individual
who -would be willing tq help Him “meet hi:a everyday needs. Mo_st
pl?op!.a. in 'the‘ 'boa:dir;g house h‘ave devel&ped _th_ése: types ‘of
networks to one degree or, another. Peter, yhose.main concgen. in
11£'e‘bm: the pteuént time 16‘ getting enough. to drink, sees a
docter who is himself an alcoholic. This - not only ‘makes': it

easier ‘to obtun drugs’ such as librium and valium, used with

alcohol to reach:a more effective high, or to reduce the effects

of .a ,bad hangover, but Peter can also approach the doctor for
nquey 'to obtain alcohol. After all, the Doctor knows what it is
like _;o;,,na_gd ardrink.' An‘ ’ug,‘ who has. Me/in and out of thé
Grace Hospital me:gepcy~ exit u;any times over the last few years,

dqn mainly to A cimbxnation‘ of alcohol, a:éxfjs and epilepsy, has

* . - . / . .
'comlto know .. some ' of the -nurges . ther® . As a ‘result he

some'tilﬂes, u.suany during a midnight shift, goes there to le’sn:.
While there he will obtain a ce:tain ‘amoupt ' of ‘cigarettes and
uauany a fnune will bxing’ a !:uy of food £rom the kltchen.
Not\lo:ks are dcvelopod thun by both canacioua cf/{ort and by
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Such occurrences should not, hovevcr, create a romantic’
i.mpxenlo:n/gi Boarding hol{ue lue “in vhich relations a.nong
boarders are harmonized to the needs of the group. ° Gxoup
solidarity is temporary, and e’nda v\hen the need that broughi‘. the
group together has been met. Muchi of the day - ,to - day
interaction andlyes conflict, fighting, (yen;r;g’,‘ lyind,
-~ backstabbing and stealing. 'anrdeu recognize the boarding house ®

. as a “madhouse” ang, consider life in it.a "kick in the ass"

Mdch of ‘the conflict revolves around -the dep:;v;nuon that - is a
“constant condition of their lives: ?h:y are pe?eriﬁuly in n;ad I
of something - money, clothes, snap, touet paper, tohncco, and A

host of othe: we:yday thlngs. CIf an oppo:tune.ty atiuu in which

~

‘such needs can be met, .boa:dere !eel obliged to ﬂll thcn.

\ Stealing - is one of the few ways open, and other boardar

are the AN

most readily available -source of thingg to steal.
— . . Y 73 i“

#hilé most arders express strong disapproval ‘of it,

steaung is an' accepted part of boarding house Tife and any

) ( }yﬁ-tem boarder can expect to occasionnlly lose possessions
. 7

>
this way. While he or, she will curse the person who has taken
1€

them, he will also invariably curse himself for leaving h
open t..q la theft. Boa:d.erl realize -that under iuch}lzving
REs . cofi‘_ﬁitions atenllhij is to be-x axpocud. - Ruponuibulty,'
' tixexefa:e, is. shared, and the person who has left pol cnionn

' lying around in the open 1s conaideud as nuch at !;ult as thn b "
person who takes thul\. ~If aom:\ﬂe is caught in the uct he or .she
AL, will be"condsmned, but onca a thafl: hal taktn placo there is

little that the victim can do about it. - g . '

-\




"to océusif someone is cau jht red handed.

- L : s o

When someone is caught or accused of stealing, it can lead
to 'verbal abuse or phyuical violence. The latter is more likely

One afternoon Ray hld been in the bathroom preparing himself
for a_mactlnq( with his social worker. Upon finishing he went‘ to
his room -to Finish dressing. Whille .put,ting away his washing
instruments hé- noticed that he n&a forgotten his too{hpaste, a -
serious loss indeed for someone on an income of less thah $16 a
week.  When he returned to t:‘he/b_a}p:oom he met Peter léaving with
the toothpaste. He called Peter a thief and demanded the return
of  the item. peter defended himself saying he_had:bought the

'hoothpnw ea:ue: that morn!.ng and that Mike, his roommate would/
“vouch for ‘the fact. a{gument f.ollwed, which developed 1nto a
. uttle pushing and ahoving. 'l'he qua:zel ended when Petetﬂlit Ray .

‘in the eye. . Ray retreated to his room, missed his appointment
with I'.he aocial worker, .and two days later u\oved to. another

boa:ding house. -

Physir,'nl' aaéault. is not li‘kely without -direct evidence. One

day Bill went out of his room foz few brief midutes. When he

I Bob, hir 2 was slttlng on a chailr by the window
’ and ‘the two dollars Bi‘)’.‘l had left on the mantelpiece were gone.
.5111 med{atoly statted‘ to accuse Bob of taking the mone}. Bob
‘denied it, ﬁay{ng‘ that he had jus‘: come in and hadn't seen any

money. The shouting and cursing contlnued for ‘a half hour or

! more, upnttinq the ‘whole” houna. and m:opped only afte: uome of

the boarders intervened and asked them to be quiet. Colin came’




coyld be done and that Bill should have,. known better' than to

v iwcl of noise becomes too much. other boarders will -start  to
sty i g .

2 o [ P r
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uput:aiu and lakad what was going on. When told, he- Ilklﬂ Bob
he hnd tnken the noncy and Bob denied it. Colin turned to Bill

with a shrug of hil shoulders, saying that there was nothing tl;nt,

leave tw0 dollars.lying around. , That was the end of the ntnz.(

. - I
The major source of tension is conflict ‘between those who

drink and those who do not. While drinking is E'o:biddon in the
house, the rule is generally ignored p; “those who drink, .
alpecii\l'l’y _ in the :mtet time. Some bqlrdg_u ‘d:.l’nk' ti)ccuionally s
simply because ’f.hé:o is little else I:(.) doj 6thu’u_ uj.o steadfast
alr,ohollici. brinking'is made.euaier by ‘the ‘tnct tln% aleo : o
~drinks, hut there is nonetheless an attempt “tot kgep drinking-
sécret. - Drinkers  will put their bottles pgnd-: duh—_'cnt- when

they enter the house or travel from one room o another, nake .

anxe room doon are clcsad, keep bott.lu undn: the be_d,,glnk out
of coke cans, and generally r.qL to be as 1nconnp;cuoul as
possible. 'Iﬁvaxubly," however, after a few dx!.nu the drinkers
forget ‘their precauuons and it is not long betcu the othli’l
know about it. Genen].ly. no one objects to ‘the dzlnking as l.ang
-as the drinkers do not disturb anyone else, but ulllnll.y as  the "
level of alcohol " increases 80 doas the level of noise. I!:ho

complaln. i . '_' T h U

g 9. | : -~
Va:y oftanéhou who compla!.n uul leply be told to lhut up

and they freguently ‘dn, for pouhnnt comp;l.n_inlng invites a-

.direct confrontation. On one occasion a drinker k;cka’d in. the
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doar nnd beat up a person who \would not stop complaining.
lmothn boarders vu.l phone sally at her othe: housu to

& eo-plnn abont otho: bol!d.tl who_are-drinking, " but tl-é;a leaves -

tha eo-plu.nn ep.n to del-ynd upr;ull, for vhun sau.y gives
.- warning to those involved the drinkau ca/dlual.ly £ind out who

the culp:ir. vn. The chief source-of information here is’ conn,
who cnm:roll the use. of the houu tulephq'g. and h uﬂunly
vu;tng to. tell the dzin}nu vha haa ulled 1n u conpla!nt. The

An!anu: may . no!: b- dnlt with at du ttm., buh:at lona l.nu: =




76 Ty

" W
. v
N : ! .
i Chapter 6§ N
~ N 4

Henry Sloan‘was born ig Trinity Bay ih 1948}

ht! pn:enta and went to the local school where he :

l.l. "Henry, it was said, had a t;nlbl’ tempez . lnd’duzinq thc 4

1aat yeau with his puentu he !ougwth ::londu ndlqhboun‘
. '  and F'/y. It was lttr: such a ﬁghtgthh his’ !a;he:

. S.e
pu:ent;;:» had ' Henry . commi:ted to the wacextoxjjolpltal and he
spent ‘thee next nine yean tha:a.‘ )

3 ¥ o .
J s 4 Hhen ‘he was. :elengad from the Houpd.nlq I!anxy movmi “into

boa:ding g honae un§ received sucia_l Assistancel e mwgd £rom one
: bc’mx\dh:lg-‘hou_le to m;t,her nevet. séa'xihg in the" same’ _place> fob. Rre

\_’ long.- .B_e ‘has u‘u’a to :e}t‘u:n hone on.a nunber of —octasions but
’ his last attempt reaulted in him parents l;llci.ng-hiﬁj__on abond g .

- «stay away. He has not worked since his school days.

. .ﬂenxy. still unable to eentzol hln‘hupcz, is ‘alvuys getting 2
2 1nto lome kind" of tzonblo bccaula of St - mllchiq&duugn tv [

\ p:opq:ty, nl.no: uuult. “In Octobor 1983 he was llodplng in. a
Y “ - baek room ot oy 18 wntown taxi u;lnd. He hld bnn ll.ving tbc:. .

ttuatuted und tired -»
t, the -tnnd, ‘valked

. nlm:e sp:lng ‘with \'M:tla mony. 'One éay,

! . vith hia qpaont I.lving conditions; nanxy v

up to a poucamun and punchq& hlm in t:ho no!




Itving conditions. L
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Majesty's Prison in.St. John's. There- he found nore suitable

' ~

Her mj:ﬁy'l Pen.s;tntiu‘zy_ in st. ‘John's “is: a "medium

security pri which holds close to two hundred male prisoners »

S ;uving sentences of less thun' two years in duration. About

ninety percent of the oifendars are quilty’  of property

vlolltlon‘ such as break cnd entry, petty t{wl’t and fraud. Most
N 2

othnden_ there” were efther’ drunk, unempl.oyed or both when the

crimé was committed. In puné:ii;le the " prison was “intended to

_restrict the £reedom . nnd aaclal life of peop!.e who broke the

7 rulel o;‘luw wh,lch govern society. ‘The 1nd1v1dua1 was expec:ed

.'to adapt to. the strict discipline and highly regulnted Iito of

. the institution. Recently, houevex, emphasis has heen placed on °

:eh)bnuatlon pzogums aimed at helping the ind!vidual &e;cume N

mnln uoclal problems and help thedft integute\ auccessfuny into

lm:uty. These programs can unga from an Alcoholic Anonymous

) ) '
nntlng to h'elp people overcome their drinking™ problems, or

Qducation to up:eve skills. ngtu\n are unuany vo].untazy and

1ors are uvnllble to help choose the pxogum best ‘guited

to Eha individuals’ neada‘(chutt:nal;ﬂ-ﬂ)\’ y 3

' . . i
There are three sections of accommodations in . the

penitentiary in St. - hn's. . The old center block, built in

1859, holds 70 men in a [number of & by 12! cells. Eact’ cell .

used. Ih the new block, built in, the 19’“'., there are about 50

cells. nos;-, cells hold one prisoner each and come with toilet
$ e 4 - Vi

.
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* and sink. 'l'here.are ‘also th:eé:'ugugation coill whuu prisoners

are -taken out of the geneul populutlon for’ vicxution Q: ccn(uct.
Bxpanslonn aré under way to provide_ nccommpdnte for- SI more

—

1mateﬂegenast.19ae 49-53). Vs, ey
& = N L L

Foa Hepry the ptisgn was u more comfortable place to live

than his room at the hgck ©f “the r.a;d stand. It offered a

certain nmountj' recreation, nauct‘x as a weight room, éyhﬁ*lhm, a

carpentry-.shop, and -a’ TV room. ‘In addition there were. three

‘meals. a day --fish & chips, tl‘x:‘key,‘ roast beef - meale that Henry:

had done without for some time, N £ K &

g
[ A
Most boarders are not as deliberate aa Henry. However, - if -

+ you--ask a long tlma boa:de: who has been to prison about how his

experience there campand wit:h hla board!.ng house experience ’ he

wul rarely have anything-bad to say. . Doug will or example talk

- \Q about the goud food and .Sean will.remember the ume he enjoyed in

. the weight room, This does notfﬁean that boarders go out en

masse, ‘break the 1aw and delibe:ately s;et caught, altﬁ)ough some .

_.uke ,B'enry lao. th if getting. caught and going to jau. is

o

unfo;tunate.‘ it is ‘no deterrent. The result: 1s‘that many"
boarders will enguqé'in illeg} 9étivitieﬂ‘
.

sean, John and Bob had be(n walking up und down the streets
of downtwn S§t. John's for a good hour-and: the cold November:

l:\nming was beginning to' have its effect. sa'an suggested that

. they’go back to the house before they froze to death -and John,
g

who had already complained about -the' coldness, quickly agreed.
B .
They ~walked afong Water Street as far as the liguor store,” went
. 9

/S
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_'ltn‘!.ght on up past New Gower and 'o;xtO' Czoabin‘,‘ Aboys a quattgz
_of the way up the l.ttl.t: ’i;hn atépp‘cd and poinl:‘:d to& big
brown two lf.o:y hou‘c‘
D S - é .
— —  The house, with’ rotting clapboard and pcoung pnnt. had

been abandoned a couple of months before, 'and the _windows had

been eova:dd'yﬂ:h sheets of p.'l.y-vood. The front door had been
- pld-).ocknd shut _and stapled onto it was a nﬂtm hall

‘ that the house was to be torh down. -« - . —

Th. men‘stnod across trbm it fo: a while talk about the
1Ack u! housing. John felt: thal: if he owned the ho‘usn a;ld'had"'
btt of moncy he cuuld :epau it. The d-.h:ea agreed that it was too
* had that | the house had ‘been boardad up and then hended back to

- theit boarding house. : S . ’
s . : . [

‘"¢ lLater that afternoon the’ﬁt’ve:e sitting around” John's

+ room .and f._he boarded-up house again became the topic of

% ',conveftatiqn:‘ This time ~John e ated on th u

} .~ destruction of the house in {mthex manner. Xn:;d; e houBe., he~

nond\wa- a certain inoun;\ of c'o_ppe: tubing, vhich 'wogl:'!
probably taken to the city dump 'along with the rest of the

. gaibage ‘taken from ‘thé house. Coppir tubing, he said, Tau{d be
sold At one of " the -cup metal danlau dm‘m on George s!::eer..

A .. Within ninutes the t.hua pen had decided to.b:enk into the, house
“* and lteal whhtave: copper tubing that }us th’uu.

— '

Later that nlght John, Bob and Sean made- thal.z way to tf\e ;‘
.bnck ot the copdomnnd hou c. Sun and Bob gubbed ho!d of Qe 2

.
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a piece of ply~wood that covered a lower corner Window

ipped it off. The glass was bi'uady missing from the window

50 they cu.nbe;! inside. John had taken a hack-saw from the
baiuent of Sally's and with it they set about’ taking the co

pipe from the house. -— iy )
\ ma next d.y they ma meu way ‘down to ch:gc stuet to

the Nevfoundland Scrap Metal d‘ot. In nl]. thty _9ot about seven

" or eight dol.!.ars fqr. their clfo’t, out of vhlcn they p:omptly

/Bought chup bottle of wine and some clganttofn.

~ N T
But this type 0!'}(::’:\?31{)\' is more of an adventure than
tanything else and most boarders ould not. go to so0 much t:ouh].n

£oF so little return. shopufting 15 tl pra!erud method o£

'ulegally rauing cash. Boazd?ra atea:l. from a number of

different locations and -choose goods that can be euuy sold.”

Indeed, in  one” pnticuln weatler?d bar ‘its ponible to take

orders for.n variety'\of
——

and just about lﬁyth e]lse you would like. so:mtumn boarders

can enter 1n;—/ykuationnh p with their house operator where

boarders wil. al qoc;ds, in this case uuually food, and -en\ it

to the hou'e operator. *In tk‘s way the operator is’ able 'to buy

cheap food and the boude:!_a:e able to pick up some pocket-money
- .

as well as contxol to'a ce:tain extent what they eat.

shoplittinq 15 usuany an tndividuul activity. 'nlo or .more

boarders mk:nte: a store togathu: but if someone is caught !.t‘
is that person alone who takes the bl‘lm‘a. Individuals also have . - :
preferred locations and rypu of goods they like to steml.l Bob, .

—_ I

|
| .
S -
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8 - shoes, radios, me, clgn:attll, '




for example, iikes to ‘steal steaks at a supema‘zke't in the‘}

central pm;t» of town. Johytquenta the Arcade on a regular
—basis, partly , he says because he does not 1iké the owner.
- . - s @,

. Sometimes, h: seems, bo_urdata will  get tagethet “for a
collect}.va shop}.lﬂ:lng effortl Robert related’a stoxy where he .,
and “two friends f£rom another house eptered 2 supemzkn:\iln\‘he

'.wgst end “of the ci}:y to nteal some atJuks. As it happene.d an ° .
emplcyae’ was “33‘ at tlhe m:at section. Robert went .°"'°f,,f'° ) "/

| wha:e the peuo as working and stuffed,a steak under’his shizt.
of couzae the anployee took notlce and !ollowed Roben: as he made

~.his way around the store. But whue Robert waa walking up and
dgun the uto:e ais].e his friends were buay tqking1 large amount - -
of ituks. When Robert notlced that his friends wete going out

* Fhe door he made his way ha_ck to the meat eection and i full \l\

. view °§, the employee returned the stsgk

"'l‘hee; types of activitieu té, of course,- aimed at maklng
life ih a ‘Low -income boarding houyse a little more beA:able. B

However boardéxs are not always as didect 'in thei: Aypronbh.
Boarders can, and . very often do,/ mlnipulate people and, *
inatltutiona to suit théi: own nelel\;ls. The institution most widely

used by boa:de:s 1n this house is the detoxiffcation center,

Talbot House, according to a worker there, is named "after

3 Tal.bot House.

5 2 5 y B " .

\bhl Irighman Matt ’ Talbot, who was himself an alcoholic.. Matt: v
would work for a while, become unemployed "and sil;:tv d}inking.

* . While he .vas working he vyd’fhne his money with his friendsv.—~"
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_ One day when he found himself out of work he asked his friends if
they woul_d buy him a beer. His friends said no, and.-from that
day forward Hatt': Té"lbot ?dicated himself- to God, the church and

. a'ol':zi.etyr As a peraona],'penancf he meld nttegd several masses a
day . -

- There is only one Talbot House in tuwfoundland but .there are

.. several in. I:elya‘nd and on  the _!nal.nland, and there is a Matt
Talbot association in the United States. The concept ' of
“?T detoxification canté:s, originated in the US during the mid-
sixties. "The d;toxification' cent@r w‘as to replace the drunk
tank;. a place where the Aineb:ia‘te could recgive human positive
" -orientation care, as opposeg to pgssive treatment und’ ridicule
because of his farticular’lifestyle or illness”(Beck,1983:15-18).

Talbot House is & twenty-foui hour, va.l‘.l male unit that hold__u
‘.‘wenty-‘fouz people.‘ It is operated as a division of St. Clare's
Mercy Hospital with funding funneled in through the Alcohol -and
Drug \VDVependan’cy‘Commiaaion of Net:fcundla;:d and Labx‘:adoz. There
are be;;éen 258-308 admissions per month with an average dnj.iy
stay. ‘of ‘3.7 days,12 "Admission criteria is intoxication or
withdrawal from alcohol. .The program has a.number of different
ful;célons - to enable the individual to look at himself and his
relation with alcoho‘lv, to gLv‘e the 1ndi\;idual the opportunity, to -
“discuss His problem wir._h‘ othér residents and ltff,r and to .giye
info‘xmal:ior; about t:entme’n’c resourcés. But !'\ha main tunctiyn of

LTI T . 2
\I‘Li’euonal Communique with Bruce Lucas, assistance :
director of .Talbot Houx:‘e. i

- “ 8
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the center is the detoxification of the.individual.. This means
allowing the individudl time to rest, and the building up of body

strength with got‘)d food, coffee and juices.

It is here we find the reason -why many - boarders use the
center. - 'nie:e' is 1little comparison between the food a¥ the
boarding, house and the food -at the center. On any given day the

residents at the center can have a chofce of a breakfast of bacon

woe and.aggs, bolr‘ogna and eggs, ‘and cereal and eggs. . For lunch you

might have roast beef, chicken or a poi:k chop dinne:.l Plus there
is a c&an bed, a television room, a games room, a bath and‘_

shower, and’ a fu‘endly staff with plenty of cigarettes. A stay

' . at Talbot Rouse is for many boarders a necessary break away . from

the boarding . house, Many boarders" will tell  you that they
wouldn't go there if " I had a half decent place to live," or *
if there was a decent flop house,” or "if I was getting some

decent méals down at the boarding house."™ The program at Talbot
5 d

--House 1is a means of obtaining these things. But because of the

admission criteria which state_s that ydu must be drinking ox
withdraying £rom alcéhol. the p:’ogum often has the opposite
effect ; what id originally intended. Boarders, some who would
not usual y. drink, will drink‘ in order»t_o obtain the benefits the
program offers. -Even :i\osa who work there 'kveulize that this 'Ig a
pzob}em. As ﬁzuce Lucas;' asgistant director of the hcuse.po"lnts
out; ; e

’ of course th‘ere are people whq‘know t_haﬁ they have ‘to
be ‘drinking to get in-so they'll just go out and have
their few beers just to get in. ° Its counterproductive.

liere we are trying to help people get sdber and at ghe
“ane time they go out and get drunk just to get Jin.
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:Butu thats it, thats the way it is.

Talbot House doel. have its -successes. Son'a people have
\ Elven‘ up drinking because of its existence. And many alcoholics
would rit survive without the. food and nan-ucnh@lnkn, the
rocné of detoxification,’ offered by éxe center.  However the
center has also beegfintegrated into. the economy of the low-
income boazflera. " And even. boardipg house operators have been
known to-use it. '

. / : .
one day after a plrticularly huvy bout of dzinking nnd
\ oﬁaing drugs Bob had a epneptic attack in the hallway outamu the
kitchen. ; h}g _usually thekase the whole house was thzown into
turmoil with - Sally unnding over Bob screaming for uomom to
phone the police. - Colin, fpuoving énuy'a request, did just
tpat and the  police arrived a couple of Mnutu llte:. The
polica -asked if Bob hld been drinking and Sean noted that He hnd
been drinking ns vell as taklng some d:ugl. 'm: police then took
= Bob to the hospltnl wheu he had his uttmach pumped out. A
¢« couple of hours late€r, when he had recovered from the attack, the .
'polic}\ dr‘opped Bob back to thsr boaxding house. But Sally u!ulad
to let hil\ back, layl.n that he had cauud enough trouble !o: thn
day. She Lnsut-d that that panca take Bob to thle Detox untor
where he could get a couple of daya :es: and " straighten hlnou
out a bit." oOnly then would she"u‘fa‘w him back into the house.

But while the detox center can be used by a wide range of
people- the uQa of certain institutions are limited. ‘divtdull‘w

rcumstances sometimes dictates who can and can not use an

N R Pyt -
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institution. Sean's major network involved a couple of friends

that he had met in prison. They had been plgced in the John

Eouré acte:y Halfway-House, L

The hou'ae. which acts as; transitional point fo:: f;::u\e:
inmates of her Hjjea:}'s Prison, has been operating in St. vJ‘ohn'a
for about nine years. The objéctlve of the »halfway house is to
"help ex-inmates integrate back into society. To obtain entrance
into the house a person has to eithéz apply for parole or..a
temporary leave of abaénce to the house, or if on prubuﬂon.hava
aon;aéne, usually a probation officer, sponsor him
(Cnrlson,lSﬂhu-Az). The eeﬁte‘: offers twenty-four hour
‘aupe:viaion and has full- tlma counsellors who helg , with

* individual problems, such as the dev‘e’].pmelit of life lsk!.llﬁ. The
! counag‘llots are also in close contact with the Cahada Employment
Center and toge(:.t_\er, "with ‘the help of Canada Works and Canada
Community Develci:ment, they try and £ind jobs for the residents.
These jobs a:e usually -low-paying ‘and short-te:m but the
caunlellora feel that it Will give their clients’ some puctlcal
experience as A well 'gs enought working time. to collect
unemploymenb-»i‘nsuunc&beneﬂta. The main orientation, then, is *
towards ‘job training, as it is believed that.this is.the most
ptod\ict!ve way to integrate ex-affen’de:n back into mainstream
.society. s ‘Gm:don ‘Bulter, counselor.with the Howard House puts
ity L ’_y ot g - -‘ 3

Mgst ot the people who go tq prison’ for breaking and
entering are ‘low skilled .people. .Also,. they, are

ugsuall: ‘f£rom - .the lowerw classes. The average
& .uducational level is around grade eight. 'If the people
- now living in 'Homud ‘could have found employment most a4
-~ - .
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probably wouldn"t be here riow. All thg§ reany need h ‘
soqe full ‘time work, aomething uc\n‘e.

The belief char. employment is the key to keeplng many people out
. of prison seems to be well found_ed. The n_c!.di,v!.n\ rate for
pgople who £ind ampldyment after serving their l::mn is much lower’

than, ~ for ~those :who . remain unemployed after leaving

pr“on(cdrlson,lwhln).' Indeed Butler wondua v;:y “when the .
cost of' maintain!.ng a prigoner for' ena ynu: is . so high (S6I a dny._
or ‘§21 +980\a eu) mete money isn't put into :mpluymﬁnt p:ojuct:u.
" . tnis he believ would be .more productive.
., : : B E . % " . :
S Q For- Sean; however, the’ Bo{}rd _House . was hotv a . place tg 4’
reform. n6r a . place wheu he coul.d intégrate himself back into
soci%ty.‘ Rather it was a pluce to be used in order to meet the
s of his present’ existencet, By 'vuui.ng hn fxiends at
Howard 'Hous.‘a he\waé able to ‘make h!.s ‘life in*, the ].ou-income
{ v 'boa:ding house easier. The Hward Houae becme a suppluunt to

+~ his income.' It was .also a  source of entertainment, . aomethlng

. { " 1lacking ' in the boarding house en;rqunment—. He was.able to watch
télevisxon', play. ping-pong, shoot éool or\Li6t weights. And . if
_he happened to "-Be around during supppz time, Hhich ha usually
was, he vould be fed. The nctivitiaa and the food, an fAportant
part” of the intag:ntion ptocesa in the halfwa} house: prngnm._

% we:e now pa:t of the economy of a low. ,Lnoome bondat. ’l‘ho,

ptog:m \bec'lme part of. Ee‘n'a netwo:k £illing a void pnﬁent 1n,

thn bonxding houne env!.:onmant:, :x;e)wuom\ent: c:oatad 1n large

o . part by theé general sogiety. Lt T .
.. -~ 13 personal mmuniqi! . SN L .
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. Chapter 7

Host nnthrcp:lcgiets would agree that the group uhde: stud§

located in the utago:y of the unde:clau. " But the-word

P 'undetqlAau'_ is a rather vague, ;e,m. The nebulous nature of ,its
meaning —atems in large part f:um‘i:h'e differences in’the people 7

under: study, - As Ken Aulet:éa pﬁints out, ' drug-users, 'pimps,

. p;ou:itutea,' career c?ﬁﬁnals, gamﬁlen, peddlers of “hot goods,

e i alconbl.ics, welfare xeclplem:s, d'eraucta, ehoppv\g bag ludlea,

uﬂintic slashers, =~ are - all cons‘red -part of the

underclass (Auletta,1982:43-44, mde:son,lssl:s}-lﬂsi. . As

) mmbo}l of the unde:class they ~ ofteh'puticlpnte in what 1.’

vl conuldated deviant behuvior, or behavior not in keep ng wi:h th

K socia) horms . of };oclety(Auletta,lDﬂZx 26) . and when ehass_ people

% interact with each other they are said to form . a sub-grqup . of
% " H . . i i -
apciat‘y(!ecker.fssl:al.) .

* Auletta alun notas that some aocial aciantista b].ame soz).ety
!oz‘ the existence of the. unda:clus and oﬂ:en cite the 1nlpility
o!_;ho economic ltruchuu to provide employment as the‘ reason for
) u’. ‘existence (AuJ,etta,lBBZxSl, sp:adlcy,197ﬂx2). uﬁamiﬂdymem
nnd 10\' job status’ force peop].e to. act ditfe:antle( in o:da: 4o
. Du:VLVI(ClA:k 1955:47, Schultz,19691193). . [

othe:n und to see the existenca o! ‘the’ unde:clés a;, a

4
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hehavionl ‘ p:oble.m.. uch, for example hu boen‘w:i.ttcn ubout
IS aléohol and the condition of alcoholiam. \this condition .

"1nab|:1e:y .functions. as -a mdchan!_n\ ‘to‘z securing = need

“gratl.cution...geneuted by the inabiiity of a person to p"tom
necondazy , roles” (Pittman & Go:dcn,1553: . The 1nnbu£ty nz

people to im:enct under hotmull condi ons 1! said to be a ’ i

‘process - of nnda:aocia]ization. Unduaociuization means thnt
individuals have had llmited puxticipﬁtion «4n  normal primary
Vgroupa such as kinahip ~or jab auociatinne(?itman &
., G;zdon,1953:11).> Limicud particlpaclon can-occur, Eo: exmp].a,

}I:e\:au’se of ur{employment. a nntlonal c:hia auch as a war, or

because people are’ 1nnt1tut$onllu:d because of ,a mental ‘or

v otiysical hnndicap(ﬂallace.1956:165)‘ ;e S

Thus the undexclasa can 1nc1uda those sub-grdups vhruve on : £
the periphexy of suciety. They qgg_jha:e elthe: because ot aoma' L[58

deviant behavioral problem or because ut a ueukening of cha &

‘:Jocia;’ aﬁd economic fgb:fc 'og aociety.: .

: “Thg p:eaent’ research wou’ld.lndivcate thht neither argument iu.
‘ exclusive to itself. . Low 1ncoma‘b¢axdau uq,' without n-'doubl:, 5,
. umang the pooraut people in sc. John's. . 'l'hty coma from all’ pa:tl
of the province ‘and axa in thelr p:uc‘nt poniuon for di!tnanﬁ £
. r‘uona. Some ‘are l].cohol:l.cs/who have dtunk themnlvel down’. tha oo
aociul laddex. K ot:hau are old and have no famuy and .N.ttll» ‘ /

s . "money. Mnny have a physical of mentll handicap and uu unable to :

pa:ticipate aquqjsfully i,n pzoductivn work.' Hany Iu paopl

without nccupntional skills whose- 1!!%&: Lu noc nqulnd by ‘the
. B ., T w e ?
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Boctcty.. ‘nute are a, fev marqinal votket!, but for. the maat pa

the p‘oplc \vho llve 1n the boa' ing houaea _cannot or do not wa t
( f.o .sell, thn. bour In the mn:ket-placa. S i

Th. la:ge majotlcy ot the boazde:n are the:eto:e outside the

nom-l zelatlon- of productl.on. ‘I’hey live 1n a. limited domain
3 whoze tha social ullt!.ons of a gapitalist aociety nte/distorted .
bu!: uux neognlzable. Sinca ‘they own nowlealth and do not. oz

2 cunnct un thaix !.abouz, tha state ptoviﬂaa for - their support,
‘. ‘mostly - through * cash nllwances.’ In a aenae t:hen. they are paid "

S " for ‘their sical and mem:n handicaps ché}.z Lnubuit to £ind
— phy 1‘ = Y ’ v 3k

emplaym!nt. or th}lr alcoho,sm or drugpaddition. BT .
Tha umounta hey :eceive, hovever, are: nob\ suffician; to

54 maintnin -even the moat minimal atnnda:da of whnt is regarded as’ =
. normal life in the.city... The only living accommodation availkable
to them is a:' far below me"iﬁr;n sr.andilrds of Eo‘(ety that
accozdlng to st. John'a cu:y by-laws, many of the. places wiiere
they liva are not eupposed to exiat at all. . On the uther hand,

the Depa:tmant of Social Services, Which is charged with the

res “Bubility of auppo:ting them. cooperates wit:h the owners. nnd.r

operators of Qe b dard ions 'Ei::us the. city
- - e i ‘. kK
government .defines 'their -environment' as illegal, while the

pro\(inciu government finances their illegil existence:

The money that in pai-d\to the boarders isi Eyeled' b&:k .»1r'|::u
the mainstrean econorty. bAy mg:g!.nnl'entieprﬁ;‘x:ts iike Sally and
Joe, who cqilapr it | either from the boarders themselvés yor
(directly from the Deparm_?ft of Social Services afd pnsn 1!: on to
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the owne: -of \:he hcun. the narkets, thc ou s/ ;the,
=" tolephane -company m} the eleccuci.ty uompuny.. When ‘the l{ltlﬂ
hu- to p:ov#do even -the'- han linhmn of uppoﬁ':t, oth-:
chnciu, both pnlb!.lc].y and puvntely tumhd, p:avldc lhoxt-nm
s, : services‘to. £ill thu glp. 'nmu, the’ boutdtu, the boatding houn
—_—
* , .- owners-and - kaepen, «the civil ‘sejvants, of the D‘paruont of: !
. Social ‘Services, -nd the staff of the service agenciu

u.u /
nnked in a set of uc!.u ?ﬂudonr that opnute o nnnealh t\n 5 Ber P
'y syltem. Peopl.e do.not actua].ly die of unrvaﬂﬁin tho ltr

R
S und tha colleccivn nocia:ul conacianca is clnz. P i
¢ %he boaxdete ar’t)connidereﬂ, by ax—!:iendl', kahtiva And o
! B »
o aoclety in ganezu, as loneral‘hq ‘are conll.dued Veak, undor-
~

B Dkuled, and lacklng Ln p:oper behavior, Qnd they are 1a:gol.y

Ll ekcluded frm the. patterns of ‘social n].ationh.lp ot._

mninat:ean sociaty. 'l‘hcy r.huein:e must conlt:ucc t.lhi: locl'ni
llvn ‘within the boundnlies of the marginnl vorld tha lopioty hll @

cnatndfot ther. “ g Soe 24 . \‘

le g0 G, Y 2y i

’ There has buri ‘\iomc debate. ‘as to the nature & thh
= | conltzuction. / same have argued that theﬁfiaclul nntvorkl of the ¥
5 \ o~
underclass at_e ntomhu.g: and ‘inatzuncnnl(stqphon.,hsﬂxu-u), \?“
with' . ° the 'aconnmlc activithl n:vlnq ‘“ndividual .
e [
1ntere!t!(lnrbuugh,1§§31177. nodmun,lsapnlﬂ). (Individgul‘l enter -
) 1nto 'an} develop % :elutionuhip‘ which l|elp banlht ‘th;u
1nd1vidualﬂ(luiabowll§67:162). T ‘ o G )

o SRR ¥ L
s : e ( iy § f /A ) . ;
4 othnrn have u’gued Lg that the 3 qoclu ltrycth: ~0f . r.hn

unq“cun 1-\ 'much more o:ganued, vnc u inhul.tu:gl:ton- e




and. . acculturation d gives " rise S to - Bystems of
Ozga.nl::tion(.Bevil,lGhGS, seigll 1978:189, thta,l.sah"z“). s
Interpe:unu x:.futlonahlp! develop onr. 'afr which c’onn_
inte:dependenca and % obllgatton(saigu l918=157), 'ulovln‘g

X 1ndxv1d€us to meet certain need.s and allowing for the group'n
= uu:vxval(suck 1974:98) . %t W S
A In St. John's the money the boarders tac’eive is \ inadequate

. e .

7 : to meet thexr day-to-dny- needs beyond tha ba}nt minlmum. To.make = .
1? a little more bearable boarders must take action and develop
:elat!.ohships lntendad to extend tne regources availablc ‘to- them. . -

“ Amang themselves these :elntionqhipa'ara most always . atomistic: . "

-and ) l‘natx'ument"al. Boatqe.:a “seldom have a solid nek w—i

which to work. -This is partly due to the rapid over - in

boa:ding house - popnlationa, and. the changing 'day- 3 .néedl.

X . Boarders/cannot lepend :oo stxongly on someone vho Mkht be !:hen

- one d’t but gone/the next. And since their needs are noltly -

" immedifate. boa s nuﬂt have. some:knowledge as to who might best

help £iI1" them at any pn:ticulal': }me; This knowledge is moft.‘

et ieadlly available within the confines of the house.
¢ el Boarders. have many needs and develop pu:terns of exchange to
help to fill them. . Boarders uu* lhare with each other or englgo

in cc—opentlva acﬁv&tien. ey\might, like John, Sean,* Robort

 and “ree, popl theix knowledge oE street life in order to obnin

\\ . enough food to eat,»or an alcoholic might share hl? drugl with
BN someone 1n the hope of- later :eceiving some alcoho].., People vho

. have similar needs are most likely to engage in -this sort of
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reciprocity. ) - . X . = . o, . o

Relatioﬁah’ip such as these Alaé/he’lp 1eg£ti|.;\1ze the .actioh.
of v‘th,a\bparaau. “Boarders often act against traditional social.
norms. :Excha’n‘ge relations help identify common p:o\blalxa.,‘ and
common. problems can be given u‘ ‘social vrat&\er thax.l a buiely
individual aefinition.  Thus ' an ~ individual's action « dn
logitimized by ﬂle social group. “Even when théy are legitimized
by the g:oup,; hwevez. many activiuee in the boarding house . are §

individual. oin na:u_xe_. People uha walk the streets looking E‘o -

bgttles or -scrap metal 'will usunlly travel alone. - There is

nally- no. need for. help and the pickings are usually Elim.‘

B_cnzde:\s\wh\o patticipute in an illegal Aactivity such~ as S~

2 ‘ghopl.}if,til{g usually do 'so alone. Some of whnt they steal may be -
" for their-own use, ‘sich as cigarettes and/some food items, but

kl;mch of Hha:t is qvailable to be stolen must be exchanged fot

money or something else ﬂmt will meet thg shoplifter's immediate

'
needs.  —Boarders who' pa:th:ipate in shoplifting on' a xegu.l.az

. basis often develop a netwo:k of people to whom they .can sell,

although a boarders who .has, for exan\pte,\ stolen a dozen 'x‘-bone

. smks, will often’ enter nwest end bar or tavexn and  sell thé

ateaks table to table.. In any event the 1nd1\ridua1 -dctivity of
shop].ﬂtting ;:equently requires the development of - social
xelationahips to make it p:ofu-.able to the shopl ifter. '

Qf coi.\:s_e not all such activities are individual -in nacuie. W
A \<l:oupl¢ of iboarders might, for é&xample, hang out on a street
corner and take turns panl-;andnng ?e‘oplev who pass by. ‘Crimes

C_'f—_," Lb




; Cotes
[ such' as breaking and entering ulually involve more than one ')“
| 3 .

i 3
. ~person, Patterns of ‘éha:}x;z_)uy bring togéther the pzoduct of
bo:h “illegal an legitlnt:

activities, such as scavenging. For’

exan\ple, one boardet might steal a curton of cigarettes, while
another has a bottle of wine, bought from the sale of a car

battery. ‘Togethez they are both able to.drink and smoke. =  *

Although boarders at sg;_l;;‘s sometimes, while tfying to meet
cettain needs, develop :elationshlpa which help fulfill those

needg, the.fulfuling of individual needs can also .bring them
into conflict -with each other. There is little or no group

solldarity.' Their struggle to survive &oqa not- allow . it.

b "Bo_axhe.;:s know full'well. they cannot count too strongly on support - . .
’ as few resburces "5

from ot";l'!er’ boarders.. Each knows that the othe
to- -share and ultlmatel‘y it is up to the 1nqlvidual qu;dar to
look aftet’ him/herself(Liebow, 1967:2Y7). ~ Boarders have miﬁy-
Lo, needs ’iﬁ common, but thax:a are not enough resources to 'ﬂll the -
needs of all, Thus fulfuling a need is of‘ten courp‘réée;i at

- someone else's expense, and boarde:s will steal from each other,

cauaing someorie else to do without. \ . g % L

But conflig__within the g:cup stems. from more than just the

~ - fulﬂlling of individual -needs, it a].so haa to do with
‘individgality.}- People expe:ienbgv their lives di.fferem:lyv and
th?ae diéferences give rise to differences of op@nions, a‘mog.ions."

likes and;d‘islikee actiyities such as érinkiné or sitting on :ha_

edge 'OF Bne'q béq and 1dsing one's mind in ajcrack in-the wall.

Livihg in a boaéding house {is more tPen just .a shared economic




drink. - But the.conflict also reflects the structural aiffe; _énces
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exya:ignce - it is also an Lndividu‘expe:ience.

The main source- ‘of conflict within the house is betveen the
drinkers and the non-drinkers. As ‘I have pointed out the
drinkers will often 1nr,e:_fe‘te with the.quiet apathy of - the' hon-

drinkers ‘who ' in turn disturb the drinking patterns‘of ﬂ;oserrwhb .

within the  house. .Unlike ‘kraditional society Hhere‘ éxcessive _
drinking has its f\inancial and sucial..cost. excssslve dz&nking at’
Bnuy's boarding house can bring social and financial :au_g:ds.
Drinking can, ‘for exan\ple, ea:n you a_ late, night supper ,.At
Cc].in's apartment where you can - relax in front ~of a color

televiuian. And becuuse sally, Joe and Colin are Alcohoucs they

.. share a certain affiliation with those vho drlnk. “Thus sally

u111 of ten 1gnore complaints from non-d:inking boazde:s who ‘have

been victimized by a dxunk 14 i

- .

While boarders often come irto conflict  with' the éene:al'
population “of . St. John's, | tﬁey still share many of the
traditional beliefs and- atc!,tudes of this- urban ‘wsociety. —'Hhen,
Tee, ' for - exmple, describes work as an activity where ufe—long
friends as well as money are made, he 15 desc:ibing what -he
believes should be the cent:u focus in a person's life. when

Peter complains about hk‘sh_lack of family :elatlons he is

14 This type of structure cannot be: gsnaxalizad to,
include all boarding houses. Many - boarding house L
‘operators will refuse to keep boarders 'who engage in B
heavy bouts of drinking. We: can, however, note that
traditional norms sometimes lose their value 1n board-
mg house society.
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" xecoénizing ‘the importance of the family t{) an individual's life
'experience. Or when 'boa’:dus gather to discuss Canada's hockoy'

: ‘Vvictory over the‘_u,ssxv it is sasy. t.or see the ptide they feel for .
[ their country. -‘ThF' boa:-ders "in general nppn\ur:g to believe in
Aiamuy. count:y. the work etMc, the rule of 1law, -religion and

‘n\:ain aocietfbut because of
whp they  are, they:. do_

‘other institutions which help m
their position in society, becausé
wvltnout many of thg' benefits which are suppesed to come ‘with Buch

s 7 beliefs. - Dominafit ideologies are believed in, but are of T little

use wheh it comea to fulfilling day to day needs.- Becauue of the " 1 ;
phyaical conditiona of rhe!.: existence, the getting hy aon less {
than ten dol.la:a a week, the pooz meals, and nbominabla ldving =
conditions, 1(: sometimes becomes necesauxy to :sinterpzet the '
1nstitutions and ideology of dominant sncief_y(Hallace.lBGS;SG—SQ,\; ol

Brody,1971:71-76). . - | - . : - ¢ ; . o 4

Thus, for example, Her H‘ajesty"s P:ison_ takes on a new . |

meaning if seen from. the point:of view of the boarders. Intel:de'd " L
. to be a place of punishment and’ 1ntegtation, it becomes a naven. e

—Many boudezs are ’ conﬂned, becauaa of a lack»of resources, to
: the immediate drea of the house: so the confinement of priacn 15’
"not petceived as much cof a punishment. Louking forward co a %
: Uhtle t':ime in prison thay wlll oftan break the law in c:der to

.enjoy -a Eeu 1uxu:1es and a change of scene. But even the

restricted life’of a boarding house must have some value’ becnuen-

!‘ breaking the law. to be caught le not. a comu\on atutegy. P . ) X

J o Society's 1nst1_tuuons,v in this case the. p:iann in 8t.
. . % S
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‘Jobn 8, - are based on "ce:tain values and beliefs. It is hoped )

" relaxed atmosphere offéred byfh
P

' that peop].n who' go through the 1nat1tut£cns will be :ef.ormed.
'Tho p:llnn is intended to deter people from breaking the law. For
boarders,. howevez, it is a part o! the structure. of '.their

v
aconoml.c system. ” 3 . k

~

’J.‘ulbot House can be viewed in the same manner. "It exists in:

“-order to ptoﬁ\ote ithe value of uG/b:iety or the correct use of

alcoRol. - Many. people, "hwevex:, will drihk to excesg_in, ‘order to
. —

take advantnge of the food,; the claan accommodations and the

KJﬁm. The valuea and “norms
. that Talbot House is trying. ti romote are of little vnue to thé
boarders. For Eﬁun' it i‘a‘ more - ,;e\va:dlng to ‘b‘:_eak the norms),
udeﬂninf; Talbot House to theik m;rms, where a good d:un‘k is a
deTi:ed goal. The double’ tuist of their scrat,egy 15 that' it -is
recognized by the counsello:a as well, ‘l'hey know full well that

boarders use Talbot Bouae for r.heir own purposes And it' often

- ocalln intg question the meaningfulness of their part 1n sociegy 8

nhabilitio ‘program, _One 1ong—_time worker at .Talbot House notes

“'that when péople stu:t»‘wo:king at’ the IC9;1te: they are very

'énthusiasgic about the p:osp!éts of“helping the ﬁndividual.

alcoholic. . ' They mkly bacome disillusioned, realizing that -
many of their clienta are not ~serious about being :efomed, and

_,_,!’.hnt tefozm is for the most part out of the question. Even if a’

elient 18 serious about glvfng up ‘the drink he will usually leave °

Talbot House and go hack to. the. aocial env!.ronment £rom which he

came. - Under these conditions it is only a matter of time before
e E R

the client @tarts dr.!.nkl.nq uthn. And the chances are he will

&




f e R o o

‘deliberately get drunk in order 'Eo ’take advantage of * the clean,
bed, and .good ‘foc}] offered by Talbot House. So, wl;l the
counsglloxs at Talbot House throw theil hands up in Ezu%tuuon.
it is not the boarders they are anroyed with, but their
inﬂb!._l!ty, under the present ‘sécial and ecoriomic structure, to do
their joﬁ, T Lo § e A

\

/. ) . .
For ‘uheir part boa:deza often come bacL_E_gm .a stay at”
Talbot House joking about how~ gcod the food was -and "how ~

comfc:tahle ‘the beds were. sc‘metimes the wul . curse a

counsgl;oz for being a nuiaanée, ~which ueunny means he was

trying to do his job. For example..jnbett cam% back to the’ house -
: con\plaining ubout ‘a counselnt. "Where would they be' he asked, *

'w!,thou!: us?" He answered his own queation stattng,' "Probably be )

out of a job.“ 5 ) /ﬁ

i . 4 .

. of goune. what Robert is ﬂo‘ing is expressing his p&:ticuia: 2

“view of the relatibnship between t:‘he counsellors and himgelf. The / 2

boarder's ma;;ml world :equi:eé £qr its' support a set of»
"legitimate™ st:uct\irea that bring xewnkda to th’e’pﬁi:}le who take
part = civil aervants, social wozkezs, police, etc. In th!.a case
a counsellct at Talbot Houge :ecelves .2 reward because Robert. hu
a d:inking ptoblem. m:ben: :ecognizes» the _counaqlloz'a_

dependency on’ hia social problem. - D o

 For their patt oounsello:s feel alienatfon_and frustration °
——""\
f:om the""cont:adictlcn on which the—relationship 1is based;
counseuo:s realize ‘the, futility of ttying to do their jobs unqn
.che present’ economic cueumstuncaa, but at the same time depend

. e
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upon l:he- s:tuctu:e for their jobs. They alsb ,tecognize - that c

they' may not .be achieving the desired gcal of the
xnitftnuon, theyrarg providing some aasing‘ of the harsh life of

their clients. ' The parodox and the contradiction, of course. is

that in doing so they perpetuate the system, . .
ok . ® L e— .
. Lt This contradiction is foupd in many of the struccuxes of

‘;lqgicima&e' society. The ® priests and nung who give money or

'a few extza

“'focd, the adcial worker who ' bendg he zules to ge:

bca:der'u 1lives a a little easier.- _But in doing s'
p:ob].am of «puver;y is, hidden behind

th( at:uctunl problems-are 1gnaxed.

In constzucting their sociu life . boatdezs

5 relntionships aimed at fulfu].ing day-to-darneeda. In do"ing B0
LI bnardsts creafe their own world ‘view :I.n which they- ‘share a common

~'moral.’ and 1 tellectual uwarenesa. - On the auzface their day-to-

day 1ite Activitiea mny seem disorgani_;ed, but theae. activities
9.
5 are c:ganlzed around ' thig r:ommgn .mo:al and inte].lectua_ll

uvaxenéas,‘ 3 . ’ o 2
. ;

Boarders: receive econom’ic zeua:ds from these telationa, and
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