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ABSTRAC f

~ n l i k e mos t ot he r .e r e es of Nort h America where ' pre hi stori c

cUl t u~al se que nces ' ha ve been es ta,bl i sh ed f or so&9time ~nd .
, , ' • • / . , ..i' .

~r:h;aep ) OgiC a l res e .~ r ~h ca n be dl:ected \~w~.r d so lvi n~ more

"Int r sc e t e pr cbl ens s uch a\s,Yete r,;tninlng se tt t ement pa't te 14l,s -.
, ... . .... • I .

a nd' pcbu l at.t on dynamic s . i n Nova Scoti a the fundam~n tal

~ e,se a r c h of th ~ .pr -eh t sto r-t c p~r io d r emain s t o be d~l'l,e . t. e ~.

t~e culture history o f t he .a r ea has ye t to De di scovered .

Ex,s:a ~'a' tl o~ 'O f ~ l at e prehistoric s i te on t he Atla nt l t;

c~ a s't ;'f th~ :: ~ l" Ovl ~ c e In 1978 an'd·· 1985 'produce d i 'nf o r ma t l~n
'o ;i\ he l as t l~6~__y ea~ .Of p;eh.l.storI CjCC-U-lli .t--i---on -i---n~~~

. ;a re a " ,Th ~ .st anda:r J";:ar cnee ct 091 ce l ' te ch n i Que's of rad Io.ca rbon
j. • .

da t i ng and ar ti fa ct e t t r-t bu.t e analys Js were empl oyed t o
. ,;' .;~. ; . - . ..

. ~-e v e a l th~.nature of , "?" occup at ion at th : sl t e ,/hICh.

was:; f oun d t o be r epre sent'~ by one pre hl.s t orfc c o mponen.~

s panni ng th e tim e f r.om. I .300 ye a rs ago t o the beg i nn ing of

t he nt stor i c per'l od .

E~'vlr o~ment iJ, .and ge og raphJ c data were us ed t o: ,postula te

s ettl 'eme n t'-~u bs I J~'e~e e" . p-a t ~ ; r n for' ea st e r n Nova Sco't1 a .

~·A~ d it i o n a l I Y . the Brown '~ ~t'te es senble qave s c om p a r e~ to
. '... " ' , {( .
-e s seeb l eee s f \ Q.m ot her .t e t e p rehl s.~ ort c si t e s In t,he .Mar i ti ",e

' p r ovi nc e s;:'WIt,h e vi e w t o determi,nlng general ~J mtlar'ltles

and differences . ' " ' , " ~ ··t . \:

I t was conc lu 'iie'~t'that a I,engtny peJ~5l.f c~'lt~r'al .

s ~ab 'l lltY occu r r -ed in eastern' ;"Nova Scot.la b e gl~n i n g ,a t lea st ./"
.c . j ' l ;'

.;,f·



1
~ 1, 300 yea rs ago and ending with th e .ar rlv a l of Eur ope,an s .

The late preh~l storl C J eo ples are , vi ewed 'as ances t ral ' t o the

m~ ~ e r'n. .nll t I Ye people s of the pr ovi nce . The' l ate pr ehis to ric

s etti~ment pet.r e rn i n' e as t ern · Nove Scot te Is ,' t hO'U9ht t o t •

have be,err -a fl exibl e ~ n e t hat "cculd adaP.t sW,t/tI y t o , annual

welther , fl uc"tua t l on s ani:l d i d not s Uff e r ~fr9 m "t he ri gi dity'

of t;he e a;~ lY , hi stor i c win t e'r- i n t ed~ - .s u mme r -c·~? ·st al .

"pet t ern. s'o~ degre e" of cul t ur al ' or ethnic :d iHere n,c;;~ Is

be lie ved ;0' have ext s te ci' b e tw, ~e n the "l at e ~ rehlsto';'l~

~e/ l es of ' Nova Scotl~ on ~~ one pa r t "3'nd pP1'n c.~~ Edwar d

Is l and and, New Brun sw l ~k, on. t he ot her ae'r t . .
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I wt sh to a ~k'noW'1 edge t 'he gel'l er~ s i ty of the Nova
~ '

Scotia -auseu s , .Ha l l.f a x ·a'~(t:_ .t h e tn s tt t ute for SOC\l a l and ' ~..

Ec o.nO~I C ' R ~ s e a r c ~ . Mem or"tal , ~:nlv~ r ~t~l who p~O"I1 ~ed the

funds ne.ces sary f or· the exc.avatt ,on ~ the -Brow-n s\~ ~ e. Sa i nt

Mary's un t ve r s i t y, Hallfa ~._, ~ s g rat~fUI1y . ~ ~k.n owledg.ed for
. l en d i ng Held equipment and supply j~g 'lab ora'to r y s pec e a nd

)Se~Y iC e s : : -:'; : . " : ..' . "

Speci a l l-hanks are due t o C-~r o l Krc l , a fel l ow gr aduat e

stu d e~ t ,·at. M ~U .N ._ , who' c he e rf u l I) a ~d "Wl l l i ng IY e s st s t.ed •

--,-----,jjet l f.....ex--ca Va~ in g' . t~\ne~ :rn ---tw~ 0'( t he wettes t ~onth s on

r ec ord :'. ~l t h ou t her sk il l and:dedt catton i t ' wQu ld not ha ve

been pos s ible -t o compl et e. the pr oject. Than k s a t sc -a r-e due '

to fo ur st ude nt s from. Sa i r rt Ma r y 's Uni ver sity who vo l unt e er e d "

their sirtvlce"s f or the ' I ~Ht two :weeks of the _f iel d s e as cn - ; "

K&t le .cott reau,' la ird Niven . Susan · C ~ o w. e and Car ·c) ··King .
_ 4 ' ~ ,~ ,

I -would a lso ltke t o thank Pro,t esso r St eph e n Da.vls of

jSa l nt M~r y' s un l ver s l :~ ~: for h is I n ;~a l~ab.le as ·~ ti~fl~~1~9
t~,e ,prl!)i;'mlna rY ~ t a g es -o f \hJ: pr oj e ct an d for pr~"t(dln9

ac ce s s to ,-co l l e c t i ¥ s housed "~t th,e unt ver s t t.y,

App"rec iation I~ '-e x ~ e n,d ~ d t o Dr. Jame s, HIck of Memo rial

, Univers ity" who fU lfl1l ~d the ' r o l e_o f thes l _s supervt s or an.d

commented "upon the: t'n t t f e I pncpo s e l and th ,e fina l manuscript .

Ap~rei:tatlon als~ is extended >t o ' t he s taff . o f t he Nova

'Sc Qi l a Museum for their coo pe r a t i on th r-ouchcut . a'il ph as e s
, " .
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-' C a mp b~ l' l of t he Fo'r t r e s s ' o'f lo ui sb p u~ g Nation a l Ht s tor i c

pa rk ~dentifYln~the ea rl y E ur~pean ce r amics . '

l as t . but cer 'talnl y not l ea st { I . wo u ~d li ke to th ,ank

t ~e George Eddy C~ mpany of !ruro . Nova Scot i a who gra nted

perm issi on for the ex c eve t t'on of th e BrDw.n s t te , whi ch I'

l t e s on thel,r lanas~.

·· ....tv

of t hi s research . Spec lj'l ment io n is due t o Dr. Derek DtVIS

and -M~. ~Obe~Grantha" f o r thei~. exp'e rt t se i~ idend !"y ~ n g

the She.II (i49m~e~t s a.:~ l i : h iC ;.~te rl a .l S r: .s pectl vel /, a n ~
. to Mr. B7an, Pre s ton f or providing a cc es s t o ,t he Museu!D

co l l ec t i ons 'an..~ r,ecor,d S'" • '\

~ wou l d IJke t o tha nk' Or . Chr istophe r .Tur nbu l,l and . ,.
. . - . ,

...Ms. l,pat ric ia Al len of Histo ri c ~ 1 Resour ce s Ad,min istra t l on • .

~;""'~er lct ,on f gf fa k i ~ g t he t lme'to s ho w' me their pr e hl s t o r l.c

and ans'wer , my ~q u e's ti.o n s conce' ni ng New Brunswi ck
. \..- , -
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CHAPTER J

· H I S T OR l ~ A L · BACKtROUN D

'v
In t roduct i on

f ·
, -c '

, ...
Re t ett ve't y .Lt t .t.te' arC h a ~~ l; Og l c al · re search ha s been

d ir ected tove r d-tne ell-aml nat lo n of the cul t ure hls to ~y and

, I . 1 ( fewa;,S of the _ p ~&w l st o r i C I n'h a b.lt ants ~'f _No'ya Sco ti a .'

.\

o~ ,t he .BrO;'" · s ite~nd present~ ' t ~e bas ta l ~ fo rmat ion ne~ded

t 'c attempt to unde r s ta nd the manner I n ' which Jh~ Lete



pr e histo r i c pec p t as of the <!Tea hun t ed , t r sfted , mo ve d a-n d

qene r-el ly 1 t vec the i r t t ves , The t echniqu es of e xcev e t rce

- , of the s i t e are pre sented In Chapt e r I I I. i 09l!ther with th e

res ul t s of ra diocarbon and t nemol un tnesc eace dating, proce d u r es

and adt sc u s s ton of th 'e feat ure~ fo und'at t he s t te . The f o u r th

cha p t er pre s ent s t he r-e su tc s of the analysi s of the a rtlf~'cts

fro~ t he' .Br own 5 i t~, Th e f l,f tll and f inal c llap~,~r dl s cus ses

<,! he t apt t c a t. tcns of. t h e data ,prese n't ed i n th e p r-evtb u s

cha pte rs f o r Inte rp re t a tio n of th e si t e Wi t hi n It se l f and

for, Int erpre t atio n' of -t he s i t ~ withi n the wider sphli re of

t he ' la t e prehis tor ic o e r fcd of !th"e Mar Ii. i m~ pro'v lnc~ s ,

H 'S ~ r Y of ArCh alolog ical Research

The eS";lIshment of the No,. Sccet e n l ~it tt "te er:. . "-
N&,t u r al Science in ~"862 her a lde d the beg i nnin g s Of, pr-etes s too et ,

or ' o rg ani z e d, a r c ha';'o l Ogr t n th e province . The' !'nsti,tu\e , he l d

bi mo nth l y- meeti ngs . O r g a ~ ii ed fi e l d t r i ps' 'd;nd p~u ~lI ~t:'I ~d '

me mbe r s' pape1s in t he Proceedings' and. Transact io ns . "'It '.

p; OVl ded orgaJlzat lon f or ~ersons wl ~ h ;'a r ~ ~ ,a ~'~ l Og l ~ al fn ~ e r esfs '
· :and ~ a s I n large part r espo n s ible f or t he archaeolo(ll ca)

f l u o resc e n c e of the -foll owing five deceo e s . •
• j ;'

The firs t a r ttct e s pllb l l shelf by the Nova', Sc o,~I.!J n , -\.

Insti tute of Sci en ce reflec t a probJem- Grlen te~d ,appro ach, to

the excav at i on a nd de s crlpt t cn 'of arChae·~IOgic ·ai sl tes In

'II h' i c h sites were soug h t. l!'-.ltca vate d and comment~d uP1)n.' I :~

! ,f

r .' - ~" .:



:, ' "

' r e la t l o ~ t o a specif i c sci en t..lfi c t heory , Two of th e se

earl y 'ar ~ lcle s were ;'On the ,O ~ c u r re n c e' of. t he Kjoekk e'n,moeddlng ,

on tlhe S hore s of Htiva Scoti a" (Go,s s jp '18 64) wtTi ch 'repor'ts on

"t ne 6 h~J J l7I! dd e nS~ Qf St. Margaret s ' ~ :y an d C O l e \~our . , an d

:, ){l oth e r # ;i'c c ~ u nt ~f a, S heJ ,~ m ld~ e ~ In an 1 '~ 63 . " " ;" ,b~

: Revenand James Am bro s e ~ "S 011\eMccounts of the Pet re l : tbe '

: , S~ . 'ser pent : and th :' Albi core · ~ as Obse; ;ed at St. " rg'-rots ., '
{ .~ . B~y ~ 'T(fg e i ~e r" w ~ t h a Few.O.b serv a,tj on ~,' on :a .B e a~ ,h, Mo u n~ . _ o r.. :,~

_",#,' " ,f'11chen Mld~en. ~,n e a r ~ renc.h" V lna'9' e ." The se ea r ly ,.'~ r: _, c ~:~ s

display a good ", nqwl~dge o f the e rcheeo l.oqt ca I t echn iques of

the ,d ~,.Y ' on ~he part Of-r,the rt~ors and 1 1,lust q te ' that ~

healthy e xcnenqe ?f , i nfor ma tio n wt t n -boct t es "s ucn-e s t be-

, f ·

Smithson ian was , QC cu r r jl1g':

The ~ 'ext s.er tes 'or er-t tclea publ i shed by ' t he Nov'a 'Sc o't lan

t nst ttut e of Natu ~al Scien ce s'ho''wed' somewhat of a 'd ecl i ne ' In
, ~ . " ...

, ~ r c h a eO l O gl.'c a l r~sea ,rch, as t 'hey t ended tobe pure Ly de.s c r t ptt ve s

rt n natur e an,d c cnt r rbuted li ttle t o th~ ' u rid er ~tand in g cif t he

p·rehl sto~tc'i.peri;od. Gi l pin i l~ 73)' des c'r l bed the Micmacs Of -)

Nova Sco tia USill.,9 L"ei carbot' s; Uo~.a l:F r'a~C l a as a s ~~rce 0;
in for mation . In '~1 88 9 ' an a-":t lcl e by Geo r g e Patterson. If.as •

p~~nshed: In w~ ICh were de sc ri be d ' some -!3rChaeo r;tcat 51 t. e s

and ar tifac:\s dl ~ c overe_d In Nova sc~tta. Har r'y Piers : t.he' ,;

curator -':"of the ' Nova scoilaMu~eum at ~he ,t ur n' of ,t he cent ury .

con,trlbuted severel art \ c ,le s t 9' the se r i es t ncludt n qjtes c r tp
" t i o n s ' o f:' ~ r t i f a c t s, hou sed' in and r'ece itlY acqu f;ed by the (.~

" Mu seum (~Iers 1889. 1890) •
. ,

.,,;

, :,,~ ,' ,:... ,~ : :', ,~. , , -";' ;i:~i-;: : ,..'



Durl.n g t he pertod of , time ' from 189 4 ttl ' ,9 12 ar cne eot oqtce t"
v . • ... ; "
re searc h In the provi nc e c ametc a vi r t u a l s t e ndst j-L! as the

Nova Sc o t t en Ins ti tute cf Sc l'eace beca me m~re Interes ted in
, ,

o ther s c lent i f t c' pursu it s e nd.no o t he~ o rcen t z e tt on existed

t'~o gui de the i nte rest s of those few Wh,O might have ccntr-t b ute ~ -,

.t o Nova '. Scot i a n ercn e eol ccy , He further archaeo logical work

"wa s P Ub~ iShed u~tll 19\ 2 when ' an ' ~rtlcle by ~arrjPierS
a p peared in ~~e ·proceed lng·s and Tr ahsac t i ons of the Inst'i\ u:e .

This ar ticl e ' p r esent e d all" t he known data on t he Miemacs .
, \

-; dra wing Inf orma ti on fro'm the t hr e e rte t os of .e rcneeot cqy , :_

h 1story and ethnology .

Th O; " e,~ pi ece of ar c haeol og ical resear ch " ,!;cted I '

No va Sc o t ia con sis ted of a sur ve y and excavat i on of she! I

mi dde ns spcns o red by: tile · Ne tf ona I · M ~ s e u m .t'n.~'91 4 . Acti ng on

- beh alf of the Museum . Har lan Smi t h' and w.'r.' Wl nt embJ rg ,
, . , I

~e x c a v a t ed and analyzed .She l l mi d dens i n Merigorn lsh r ar bou r

'o n tn e t Nor t nu mberl a n d St r e j t and In Mahone Bay on the so uth

sho re 'Of t he prcv tnce . A, rel~~I: e I Y det, lIed ~ cc.oult of ; helr

e xcavati o,n,s an d tile a'rtt r e ct s r-eco ver-eo was PU b,~1 hed by

the Nat\onal Museum tn) t 29 (Smi t h and Wlntemberg ':29) .

At the c l ose of the njneteent f century a r ch eo logy

t n N'Ov,a Scot i a eppe a r s ~o have been ne e Ithy , 8.Qd on par wi t h

t hat. 1"0 t ne .r e st of-the contine nt. .Jhe per t od. rom 1840 to >"

1914 has been vr ef er-r-ed t o ~ s· t h e CI'SS lfacto:J. pesCrIPtlVe .

pelio d of American e r-chae o roay ( W,I.ley and sJlof f .IF 4 ) • .

Nova Scotian archae pl ogy of this tt ee perlo~1 certain ly , f its

..
.,-:",'.
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t~ ls definitio n of earl y ar chaeol ogy in Nor t h, Ame r l ca ~ Over
, '

most of North , America arch ae610g l sts b uil t and e xp anded ;, .

up on t ne 'base provided by the C:l aSSI~a ct orY:'De s criPtJve .

period t o-produce »eftned procedur es for delv l nLint o the ir

c eent r te s ' past . In '~ o~ .~c o ti a . hqwe y er. t ne mo~'int um d i d

no ; continue ~nd" :';he work of the ' l ~t~~~ nme t eeh tb and e a r l y-

" " '"t went i e,t h ce~tury archaeol Oglst's w a~ ' n o~ bu i-Lt upon- by -t h:~ <
I ' I" .,

. f ol lowi ng generatbon. By t he-time archaeolog i ; ts onc e, a~ga l ll;, '." ,.'j ~ 5
began t o pr ac ti ce I n t tre prcvt n ce tt oo. great a t ime oer t c d ',

ha~ e t e psed to al l o w the e a~I Y , wor k. s . _.t.o ,~e O~j muc '~ use : ' ;'::

e xcept. as oc c as iona l ' r~ f e r'e~c e s since th e e e rl y dat,4 cou td ,

(lot easily be coepe r-eo Wit h mod e rn data ' that was '~ bt ai n e d

us ing nev -tec nn tque s and more prec i se r ecord i ng Lccnnotl y . '~ ' .

n . d. : 5 8 ) , " ,

. F r ~m ' t he t tee of t he exca va tions of SmI t h an d ' \H,nt e mber g

in 191 4 until t he late 1950' s a'rchileOlog lCal res-~a rc~J i n

No~a SC~ tI a' ~ e 11 ,In to a s tate of t ct a I Je"gI; ·C.! . -N'd-p ~ o f es s l~ n b.'1 r ,.. -.

: '

ex cavations we:e .c,a-rr led ou~ Jd u ~ l n g t ht s p:~ r:- l.o d ;; a r"d no; , ;' , : ' ,.'

pu blicat ions ca me from the pr"ovince . The je t.e 1950' s',dAd t~~~ ~~. r

' 1960 ' S saw a serl l-rev l ~al 6f :a r~'~ a e o 1- 0 gy tn .No~a S'~ oila ~Hh

_t wo extremely d l.ff~t types ~i~iex c a v a tl o n • on ~ '~a r /ie ~ ': , ~
' ,; 1

out by the Nat iona l Muse um of Canada. the other by t he Nova

--SCotJa ' P;ovtRc lal Museum" . The Na t iona l M!l'seum spo n sored t be"· .. - -, - " , .. ..
. ~, Inveft~~atto'n 04.~ comple ; Pa la~ o·lndian ~i:.te ~t · De be r t;~. ·· T~e ' - ;:.-

site was e xc~vated-:- 'and 'analyz~d in a thoroughly Pr.ofrSS~~nal - ',
(MacDonald 1968) and presently Is one lif the best



jocumented Pel ae o-fnd t en sites In t he Northeas t ( Snow 1980 ).

, I

- .
In ma r ke-d con trast to t he Oe be r t ex c e ve t t o n WeN !!! t hos e-

sup poi-ted by t he Provi nci al M u s e~ m . In tne l at e 1,950 ' s . and

19~O " .s a ,n ~ m b e r. of pr;ell istoric s ites at ve rf cus l oca ti ons

th r o ughou t th e . p ro vi nc e were exca.va te d fo r t he . No va Sc ot ia

Mus;e um br .th e' a ~ at e..u r A rChaeO :A o~.i .st Jonn Ersklnf . Erskine

'e xc;.av a'te'd 'a large number ,of , sl ,t~s and gen e r at e d ' larg~ · collectl.ons
, > ' ',"" ./ ","

': .:.r,Of a rt ifacts for, t fie Mu s e ~ m., unrc r t.une t e l y , ho we....ver , tlS l~

f ne de quat e te chniques and wl th some lac k of ad herence t o

net ur -a t st rat J.gra ph i c Feve t-s • A p·r Ofes~ion,al who - re - e xami n e d

r; 19 74 (Jn~ of the s i t e s t h a t had been ex c avate'd by Er ski ne

· :.:, obs ,e r ved a com'p f ~ x s he t t matri x in two' ex p o ~ ~d pit s an d a

st r atig r a phy t h a t was much mo r e de ta il ed t han the !t hr e e

l ev e l s . descri bed ~Y Er~k l n e ( 1959 ) (Conno l ly 1977 : 3,8,>. As a
... ..

( Ers kine 1971':8 ), the lat't er b~ ln g the co nvex-based.

f

.,: "



. } .
notched 'ImHan Gar~s potnt ,

. The 19 60· 5 ....as t he ldea l t ile for t he reviva l of d
prc t es st one I arc haeol og y In Nova Sc otia for h o majo r reas ons :

, , "f "

(1) Er skl.n'e ' s ",o r~ Shou t d ha ve prOVOk.ed r eactio n !rom. .

.archa eolog t st s ~ nd led t.nee t o unl:l e r tak e. cc ntro Ltede xceve t Icns

and ·PUb1lt s h a l t~ r n at e t ne or t e s ra nd (21 t he pro'f e ssl onallsm

of t ne.e xc e vet t c 'ns at Deber t stloU l d · ~av·e en coura ged f u r-ther

s U ~h · work. Jl.9.f 9 r~una.te ly . th e sti mu lus pr ovided . by .ir s kl.ne

and M ~CDon ~ l d ', 'wa s not s uffi Ci ent to · Il .~ovOke c o n t l ~ uo us '

archaeol ogi cal re s e a rc~ and p r em s tort c [ nves t t qe tt cn s have

remai ned s poradic unt i l t oday . " . ..

__ The "". of org ',n ' zed pr . histor lc re\ earch In so ve Sco t Ie : /

cef t a ln ly IS n<? t due to a l a c k of e xta nt s tt ~'s fo r .. a l t hough

coas t al s nore t trre ercs t c nue kes its toi l, ther e r eae t n a

grea t nUlII ber of prehisto r ic sites In t he pr ovi nce .as ev iden ced

b, s umy ~ conduc t ed by prof ess lona , er-chee ol oq t st s I n the' /

. ... ~970 ·'s t hat ser ve d to 10ce' .. _1 large nurabe r flf p rehi s t or i c

. .s rt e s (Bowe r 1 9.7 4 ; .Dav· ~s I::}; Ha~ h 1976 , 1918 ; , Prest on 1974a,

1974 bl . S ln .te the 1960' s ,the . maJor 1t y. of t hellOsma ll amount of

arc .h a eo l ~ g i ta l ·r e s ~: r c h tllat has be en pe r t orsed ..i n .No va Sc o t-J-IJ . 

has been con centrated u pon t he F\e n ~ h and Engl i s f Inha bi t a t ions

or the nt s t qr-Ic p e r ;od~ espeC lalIY'~ h e..exten s\ v e fortlf l c a ti ~~S
' t ~ ou l s b o u rg, .l so·.,t t he Ci ta del In He l t t ex a nd mot. "" .
r~c e'!t1~ upon Acadi an s t t es t n t h ~ Annapoli s Va l ley . ~us,
'IIhi Ie lo r e is betng [ee r ned ab out ea r l.y European ~ c c u p atlo n s



"U T

fI ,

s t I II poo r ly under stood.

The res ult of the S lo~pace of e r cfieeotcq t ce] r es eai{h

t n Nova , s. c o t~ Is tha t I nforma t ion c~n,cern Ing the pre h i stor I c

peri od I n t he prov ince Is r el ati vel y scarce co~pared t o

n e l g h b o u r l~ g areas of New I E ng .l ~ n d l quebec , onta r iO/'d

NeW f o un d:l ~'nd - . For . ~he Mar i t ime Pr ovince s as a.~ w ~ ol r baS.iea l l y
t hree ma j or per io d s are re e',ogn iz ed._ in prehisto ry: ( ) Palaeo 

I nd ian - 11 , 000 ·90,00 B.P .' ; {2 } Pr'ecer-emt c ~r "' reba i c

c;: . -900 0 · '2 500 ~ .P.; an d (3 ) Ceram ic tir Woodla nd - c . 250 0 B. P.

t. o Eur q p..e an c ontact (Tuc k 19.84 : 2 ) . ·These;. pe r IOdS ar e ba sed

pr imar il y up on Infor mat i o n obtai ned f r.om Ne w a ru n svt ck , t hUS ,

fo r Nova Sco t ia it Is not known f or c er t a i n if , fo r exampl e ,

ce ramic s were i nt r o duced c. 2500 B.P . as they we r e In' Ne w
/ ' '

Br unswi ck. At the m om ~n t these dates and pe r iods are used as

a matte r of conve n i ence f or Nova Sco t ia as t her e exists

i nsuff ic ie nt in fo 'rmatl on to , p r o v ~ 'Qt"fT'e.rwi s e,' ) .
• ~ , I

Th e .la t.e pre hi st or ic period refe rred to he~n cov e r s

the las~ 10 00 yea rs of th e c~raml c per iod, l. e . ·,7ft-om c . 1500 "

B.f , to Eur cpee n co ntac t . In the past It ' often was ass umed

that t na. Lt t eveys of ,t he l ate prehisto r ic peoples of the

. . Mar ltimes were , sim 1l ar to th ose of the ea r ly -h'1s t o r l c neti ve

peopl e s and t hus , since a s ig nifican t Quan tity of informa'~lo n

wa'S e vatl able on early h l s t~ r l < peoples i n th e wr iting s of

ear1t explo re rs a nd adve n,tu rers suc h as Bi ard . Les ca rb ot";--...

t. ecl e r-q, Champlain and Denys ; It was bel t eved tha t a -great .

deal a lso wa s kno wn about ' l at e pr e hi stor ic peo ples i n t he ,

1('

./ ..

, -



a rea. 'The. maJ0 1 .pr Obl :m. ""?": I". reco nstructi ng pre h istor ic

c ultures f rO':.Jhe ear ly accounts Is t hat t he obse r-ve t tc ns ,of

t he ea rly Euro.pean explo rers do not da te "'t o t h~ f l r st co nta ct:

S por ad i c b~t fre quent Interaction between Eur opea n f ls herJlleo '

a nd Indians o~red for d ecade s. before t.he .f;r.s t · u sef~ l -/ .
. • . I -

wr itten acco unts of the n a t i ve p'~~ples ·Of. th~ ~Mari~~~mes :.7r: '
produc ed and. unkn own chang es lIlay neve been wr ought ~u r i 0.9;.;

th i s pe r i od .

As ant hropologists a nd a rChaeologlst~]fi;~ be cose m~ r·~ . ¥
,- . : '. ' ;'"

famil i ar with historic al d ocume nt s ' it has become evident tfrat.

"c ultur a l cha nge as. a res uH of Europea n c ontact began' much

e arlier and was conside ra b ly more extensive at an ear ly

' s t age t han had hl ther t~ b e en a s s umed" (Tri gger:, 198 2'1 43 ) . S l n ce
• "M ' _)

i t has become increa sing ly obvi ous t hat due, to acc ulturati on

th e 'l lf ew a~A:f th e early histori c Indian s ik'~e altered In

nu mer ou s way from the l t f evey s of t heir l at e pre historic _
, " ' ~ .

a ncestors, i t fal ls prteer-tl y to th e archaeol ogist t o 'd i scover

i nformati on about the la t e pren t stor t c-f ndr ens of the

Ma r iti mes.

~.6,a u s e of t he lac k of 'ar c haeo l ogi ca l r esearch In Nova

Scotia , a cu ltur e hI st ory fo r t he pr e hi s t or i c p,eriod 'has not

yet been est abl is hed . Of ten It 1s dif f i cul t to aVo .i d ~ he

a ppeal of compar1ng No ~ a ~co ti a n preht.sto ry to t he wel l -

_ ..eS : llbl I shed preh i st o ~I C s eque nc e of .n..elg hbou ring New Engla nd

an ~ pos~u l ll t1 ng t hat ~ hey probabl y a re s'lmi hr . No va Scotia

~~e~ Enghnd,' hoee ver , have r egi ona l ·e n-.: i r onme n ta l --



,
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vept e t't ons tha t potentia l l y played si g n i fica~ t r o les i n the

deve t opaent of req t onet' cu l t ure s and thu s th e a cc~ura cy of

such co~a'rl~n s I s Questi onable . Onl y the exca vation en d,

'a ~ a l y s lJ~ pre h i s t o r I C sHe~ ~it h jn N,ova 5' 0\la it se l f

w l ·l).~ llea d ·to t he deve lopme nt of an ac curatellr el) l st oric
' - . "

c h.ro ,.no lo gy •

'- '

!

j

I

' -")~: "'"



CHAPTER 11

THE SETTING

, Envl r o nment
' ) ,

.• • amp le a_nd r eli a b l e c r e c t pr t et.tcn ; a f ai r ly wide .
bu t . not extreme te mperature r a n ge; ,II late an d sho r t '\
s ummer; skies that .e r e oft e n cloudy or ove r-c es t.; \
frequen t cce s t e l fo g : and mark ed cha ngeab i l ity o f
~e.at her f r (fm da y 't o day. ~ St mmo ,ns II !l 1984 :93) . ....j-"

, , ~ ' '

o n.'I Y I n ' 1 1 ! g h l a n~ ' a re oJS In nort,he'rri,Cape .,Bre t on ,( S fmmon s !!.

.!! 1984 : 232r..
Of . th e t hi rty nativ e t re~, s pec i es red' sp ruc~ " IS th e ~most

character is tic to Nova Sco t i a (Hosie 1979:22) . Ot her s pecies

e r-e b als a~ 'fir , 'wh i t e s pr uce , black spru 'c e': ,whi te pine •. '

he ml ock , red p i ne . " l arc h , 'j ac,k ptne , cedar , re d' map,l e . ye ll o w

blr: h'" su~ ar . m'tfie, w~l-brC h . 'mo un t al'n w h lte'~b l r C h , large.

t cc t hed a spe~ l tr e mbl ing a s p en ~ ,ba l s am' po p l ar , b e ech. r ed oa k,

white ash, g rey birch, Ame r lc~ n elm_. , bl,ack as~ e ndfrc n vocd

(S!mmon s .tl:~.!\(984 : 2 12 ) . ,~'. ' "~ ......'

Th,e c l-t me te of Nova Scotia Is c hara o terlzed b( " '/ ~

Nova Scotia ~ ie~WThlin a mix ed fo re s t '~eg t on kno wn as

the Acrd ian .f ore s t whi ch ~ove r s aos t; of north ea ster n No r t h 'j'
Amer ica and i n vn r cn. t r e e spec i es of .Bore a l, Ca n a dia n 'a nd

. AI I eghe n ian fore s~ s' '~ ~'e ~ ~ l1d . ~ T ru ~ . Bo re~ I ,-to:r e s t Ii: f o und----y ,
>';.•

.~ .

"
a e c euse.• e p r ev'a11 in g wind d i r e ction In N.ova Sc oti a is wes t , '

" ..' .'(
these e I 'nds b,r lng to the pr ovi nce a ,modi f ied ve r-at on of t he



h i 9 hl ~ fl d s . t o 5 °C a l ong' th e coa s t s. The "lu rmest mo nt bs are

.12

co n t ine ntal c t imate(:of .t ne Inter i'e'r of 'North America . ~on t ln eri ta l

climates have qr-eat-e r sea s onal e n due t Lyfluct uet t ons In,, ,
t emoer-et u re than maritime . cl i m ll~ s . thus Nova Scotia has

/'

colder winters " warmer s umner s a nd mor e snowfall than areas

w t t.n t r ue cee r ttt ne c t-taa t e s .J St mmo ns h!...!.. 1984:9 3 l . The cll!!1ate

i ~ not truly c~ntl n:ntal . hOweYe~: ~be c a us e tne sea •.. 'whl c h

a lmost entirely surrounds the -province, does pJay a modifying ~

rol~·. Because "t he ·s ea warms up e ndcccl s down at a much

s lowe r r;te t han Ie nd , t he coas t a l water s e nd -the wl n'hs fr om. .
t he m se r ve tn delay spr ing and t o extend fa II (S i mmo ns e .t' a-l ,"

·'9B':97:r. r --
t nc e t vari atio ns In Nova Sc o t-te t s cl imate e r e sue ma i nl y

to the i n f lue nee o f tne r.se e , for j'~ stance .All e' co ld wate rs
, ...

o f th e .£:zl.i11ad or tu r r ent crea te a generally colder c l ima t e •

~ l on'g t n e eas t ern sh ore than .In' s outh western Nova Seot '.1a A J Ch

tt lnn uenced by.the 'Gul f S tre~p1 (Simmons e t .II 1984 ;9 7) . "

, ( e ly does elevation l n f l ~ e ~ c e i cce t c l ~m~e-::i~c·e til e only .

a ees o v er 350 met e r s are t.ne Cape Br e;t on HJgllland s and. t ile

Cob·equ l"d Mountains .

. In Nova Scot I a t ile colde st months . ·are January and

Fe br uar y . wltn mean tea pe r-et ure s r a n g i n~g from _5 ° C In the

,
J u l y an c:;l A~ g us t whe~ mean te mperatures ar e coo le s t alo ng the

s o utne e n ~nd easte r-n coa s t s , 15 - 16':'C , a nd warmest I n tlie

-u p Iends , ~8 - .19°C (S Jmm~ns '!f~!l.19 8 4:101j .

-The lowest s no wfal l OCCUl(S-' In coastal are as where "the •

......, :';.-.-.:.'.", .
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warll o~ 'hore wind s .C4use more pr ec i pitati on t o fal l as r a i n.

T~ ~ dep th of snow ~ o v e r. r i!l~ g e s fro. :·i!l' eeen o (.;.und~~ in.~~ ~. : :

al ong",'t he A.t l antl c coas t t o ove r 7S ca , i n the high landS :

Snow r,are·l y c overs th e gr ound for t he ent ire wi nter sea son

,as 't ha ws a r ~·\ C O li lio n . Alon g' t h·e A t. ;~ n t l~ coes t sncv ~ov er : '
ex lst s'~onI Y 50 :. '601 . of t he t i me w~ I H!" .tn : th~ i ii{er ijl; · t he

gr ound IS .cdver ed d ur'ln ~ 7St o~ th e ' s eas'o: tS intinons ' et a~ "'
" .. . .~ : - _ .

1984 : 104) .

, -.,~' .
- # :'-. - -..: ",v-.

. ' ' .
. Most coe s t e I ar-eas ar e no ~ gr ea t l y a.ff"e5l e.d liy Ic e In .

t he' wl n te r ~ Significant quent t tt e s 'of l ce occ u; on ly ~t th e

' head of the Bay : ~.' . F u n d'y. and ~I O ng · th e Nort humberl and St r a it

and t ne 'wes t -c o' ~ ·~f1~ f . Ci!lP~ -ar-et on . •; emporary f re eZJ:g -,lIlay ; ... .

occu',: In other er-ee s lind s~m~\..t lles pa.~ k Ice ca~ drif t ' ~ s ~f i!l r

'"as t he· so uth e rn s~ o r e .· (;I '"l"o n s~'ll .if 198 4 :1 1 1) but 'usual l y . ". " . ..
t he coast,al wat er s ar e open .

The ·~asi ern shor e l's cha rac t eri 'zed by an i ndented sub -'

I!er'geot cc es t t rne -cc ns t s t t na . ct hea d la o,d.s sepa ra t ed by lo ng ..'. ' . . , / . .. ; ' . "
i n le ts . The bedr ock"i s of a t ype r es i stan t t o e ros ion and .i

thu s ~ he r ocky sncre s s io pe' gent ly to t il ~~ ~A t{a ~~)~ ~nd do .~~~ .
. , . ' . . - . .

f o r~ cti f fs ( S l mm~ns !!.!.! .1984 : 137) .~ , The r ~ s l sta nt · bedr oc k '.

Cr eat es i!l scarcit'y of , sed.l merit .' ·r e5u·l tl n·g l n te st r t cted :~,J z e s~

and ~~mbe r s of. b e /l C he s "/I~'d marshes j 'n t he area: ,the be ach es. . , . .. ., ~ ' . ,

and ne r-sn es t hat do exist , !nc) ud irig the l'arge .'bar rler: bell ches. ' ~ ~

of ~lem Bay , M.ar tlnl Q,Ue and" la w r,~ri c e t o w'ri ) ~ ,r ~ r?t der (ved

prlpl ar i l y lroll pres ent,I, . a c cum~ la t l n g se'dl ll1 e nt& btit".f r9m·

. : · r ewol"'ked · s u rf i~l il :~ :d l lll e n·t.s in cl u d'i~;g ':..e ~O d·~~ ·.~iU:l '~s ..",o!" . ,;. :~';
. ..... .. - ~ -.' ,f ' ' :.~;: " ~,:'~ , " ./ ' . ~

: .". . ; ,... ~. : ':•• .•s ,..' . ,0" i

. . ,,~<.,Z(;:'1' : '; ;. ': i, :<~~,." . ;;j' ·:. F ."..~ ~:;·;r;t'~f:~;&:(·.1;~, ;' .· :···~
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g lacial o utw as t~ . a n d . m:ar l n e· d e·ltos i t s " (S 'I~_mons et a I 1984 :1 27 ): .?/:.- ..
Del tas po not. devel cp i n the .e st ua r \ e.s of mos~"-riv'ers , bec euse

~ f the c.~ ~ 9 ~,(I e d : ef~s o ~ ·hl ghtl ~a ·l · ·~·mPtttu·d.e .~n~ the'sma 'il

ambut:lt of \ ed lme'nt . ca rr l 'ed by t h ~, 'r i ve r s (Slmmori~ ' ei a'} 1984 : .. . . " .' - - ..

1:4 .6~ • . : • ~ :~. .. . '. :. . . . ~ .

I' ~~~ g:e n ,e r~~ ' , t~e.: e~as:te~.~ ~h q.r~ · . C ~ n ~~ c~.~ r~ ~\e r I 2 ed ~ ,5
havfng, re.s Istant gral)lttc ..an~. ·~eta'sedill}e ri:a:~. rO'.Cks \ ~"th p

t, · ~,? W :r o c ~ ~ '~de~ted ·:co.a s~ . 'W lt~ . s o~ ~ 'e rod J.rl ~ 'd r~m ~ l n s, .W ~ ~ h

. :""t e ~ c h e s be·lng abse~ t. or of barrier type . i ce pre se nt ·.In

. s h e ,I ~ e-r e d area s fo r 't wo . t o ~"ree mont hs . tl d e'a ' -r ~ n g l,n g er on

one to t wo m~ter~: and sed iment' . being..ve.ry scar c.~ , ,tSlmmon ~ .!!.

~ 1 9 8 4 :1 5 1 l ~:

.'

' HIe ~ ll~at~ of t he" eas tern shore ' is - l n f' l ~ e n'c e ~ s t ro ng l y'

. by .t he' sea and .ttie " ar~a ne s ~h~ ·w a r m e·s ~ . ' w l n t e r s ' ~ il d' th ~ COol-e; t

summers I n' ~'h e p~ov f ~·c.e . 'A" l o n'g ' ;h ~' - c o a s t al stri.P ·th~ 'pr e -'"
. ' , . , ( . ,. ' . .

domi ,.nt fqreN'; t y p ~ " ,wh l.t e ' s ~ r u~,e , a ~d .: -,b a l s a,m . f. l r, w t ~ h.

.m~p le . and bi r -cn • Th I ~ ; coes ta I cl Im'ati..~ ~ ~n.e....~~tend·s· ;on,1y' a .~ . ·

, f ew k,tlometer S" ~ ,rll an d, ~.s evl dence d by t he chjlog'e to 'sp r uc'e',

ilr and' p ine st.ends (S ~'mm o ns.!1.!l 1984 :698 ) . The· .g·r.ound

ve~et''a.t lo,n i n,thI :.s .f ot e ~ ~ e~ h'a ~itat ('S rfomt ne ted by , S~ h r e b'ei" '. s

moss a2d. B~oo.m mbs'S wlt h··more ner be'ce ous plants occu rr ing

10 c le~~lng '~ , 'and I~' a,reas-' wlth a' thlone'r cve r be eu 'cariopy

{Si mmons ll.:~' 198""' ., 3 q .. .· r he eastern shore experiences '

, ..:.:.-:- h t~ h a ~ olJ n t~ ~ f j-eI ~ fa I I. end freq uent ' heavy sea io g . '

, >
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