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- S s
. ABSTRACT « 5 E
. ' [ This thesis describes the social and cultural
meaging the Newfoundland large vessel. seal hunt ,
. '

has for the’ men who participate in it. Large w B

vessels have been taking harp and hood seals Sff

s northern Newfoundland sipce 1793. \Arzgmgy

technolégies and _econonié emphases have changed- C R,
over che years, the actual work of killing, skipning

and harvesting ‘the-pelts and meat of seals on*the_

ice remains little’ changed in nenly two centuries.

v s 4
The extremely harsh conditions and inherent dangers S
- ' have made the seal hunk.an important ‘rite of .

‘Passage and reneval fof men who are able to partici-

pate. Severalvmajor diaas:ers naaoclaud with

B seaung mue_mpuned cultuxaLamnhlumgtLﬂlﬁ_%—_

seal hunt within Newfﬂundlt‘nd. ;

The seal hunt has become a major. issue in a
dlalogue between thope who. regatd it as eruel and N
ecologically dangerous, economicnlly untaportant R
and culturally indefensible;, ahd those vho fael it
1s a humane, economically 1mp9'»znnc and legizqmce . .

comé under a barrage o

~Wndustry. The hunt h

t groups

y ; .
criticism from environmental preservation
h " in the past two decades and it appears these lobbyists

i | B . T . ; .




muy be’ uucceuful in’ stopping or sevuely restric:ing
thie: ainund, Bunts Sealing 1s important to the ey
for culturnl, social And. ultimately, personal reasons '
which are excn to the more concrete economic
1mportam:s it holds for them.

touowing, the" rnuo\ucuon and .a brief his:ory
of‘ sealing in Newfoundland,‘l:he body of the thesla

preaencs the sthnographxc detail of-a voynge to the

unty us:tng pu-ticipnnt observer zechnlquen. This - .

5 descrlption gives close detail of the seale:a,!-tnte:— :

‘actions with each other and relates, largely through

dialogue, the feeling .the sealers have for and about

. the hunt. The final chapter deals with the sealers'

motivations for persuing the hunt. . An'epilogue

suggests some possible implications ;hould the hur_::

be ended.

No major study of modern sealing has been

undertaken by an ethnographer who has participated

in the hunt. Recent events are seriously threatening

u.u";:g in Nawfeundlur;\d; this :hegia'm-y be viewed '
as ul.vn‘g,a. ethnography. It is an ‘empirically .
oriented work which aims to ‘ho\'l_ how an ec‘anomic:
activity may-be an:bnad with cultural meaning.

‘
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Sk i hﬁnc to.the sealers thrnugh a detailed account of

* CHAPTER 1
. INTRODUCTION

The ethnographer strives to apprehend-social .

pheogena and organize them into,a comprehensible

and nelningful frameyork, B'i.:n of seemingly

rundom human interaction become pat:erns of

\,Thls :henis a::amp:a to describe :he experience
: i
af 1hirty men as they participate in the .annual

I'seal _hunt at the "Front" off northern Newfoundland

b
I

und‘-ouzhern Labrador during the sprinmg.of, 1979. -

;\The‘chesis gives a sense of the 1mpottance of the

:qe events of a sealing voyage.

} :The seal hunt has become a major issue
fn”a diulogue bn:ween. thoseé who regard it ;m
uhneca-s.ry, xifel and ecologicnlly dangerous; -
apd :hune ﬁ“f feel it s a T —

nnd eéunomicaily important industry. This '

' dinlugue is nun: often played ou: be:veen large

anvironmtn:ul gtonpn and thsir Enlln‘nrs, the’
"d?ima:cx.1 media, and the politicians of Canada

Newfoundland. All speak with varying amounts _ 1
. v 1 . 7




* the discussion’:

\ o= 2 -

of authority about the economic, cultural and

soclal meaning the hunt has for the sealérs. - But

the sealers themselves are usually left out é(
The aim of this thesis is to .
present an examinaticn of the hunt based upon data

gathered by participant observation it the

Froat. and follow-up discussions with sealers over
‘a period of several years. S

/My hypothesis is that the séal hunt has
q_ei\r;ir%eycnd the obvious economic ratlodhle.
Although the hunt is Aecnnémi@lly very important

to many of the sgéalers, there are social -and

cultural attachments that also make it a personally .

meaningul experience.
My primary goal, however, is not to test a
hypothesis in a conventional scientific-manner.

' z
L believe, with Clifford Geertz, that An:hropo?osy
I

1s "...not an experimental science in search of -

law but an interpretive one in search of meaning"

(1973: 5). I wish' to identify and describe those’

aspects of the seal hunt which°make it a meadingful

event for those who take par:, and,tfus provide an
interpretation based on anthropological principles.

Recently some economic anthropologists have




tyrned avay from the purly ractonel forms of
.‘nl/enduﬂ relationships and are beginning to

“back to, the socially and culturslly meaningful

- aspec’ts of economic activity, an approach that

began, }(%:_hxopology. with Malinowskiz For
example, Maurice GodeTter 1(1966) and other
urun:urnl Marxists lrave argued that muny tradition-

al Huxtac economists have placed too much emphasis °

- on the purely ecunomic ptoceues, disregnding hd

ha tuportant, influence of social relations. . More
recéntly, Harshail Sahuna has been critical of
"...the idea that Hemai SUltqpes” are formulated
out of practical activity and, behind that,

.

utilitarian interest" (1976: vii). This thesis  —

follows the apirit of these suggestions, arguing

that. peopke's motives for participating in an
economic activifj\cannot always be explained
solely in ecopomic terms.. e )

I first becahe in’:eusééd in'sealing when I
en:ered the Hutu of A::a programme at Memorul

Univern!t9 of Nawfaundlnnd in January, 1978. At

* thlt tlme the provincial government uun mounting a

cumpllgn to :oum:er ceriticisms. which were being ¥

made by luga vlnternuionnl "save the aenlu" protest

i

>
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organizations such as the Greenpeace Foundation and
the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW). -
The arts community was in the fray, as were the
churches, schools and other -institutions within

the province, and .this counter protest vy‘ auppoued
by a great many people at the grassroots level.
IIt_huu been documen:ed by Cynthia Lamson in

"Bloody Decks and’'a Bumper Crop": _The Rhetoric of

Sealing Counter Protest (1979), a revised version’
of her Master of Arts (Folklore) theafs. )
During thia time a greu: deal was said about
:he men vho depended upon the hunt for an important
pari“of their livelihood, aid references were made
to those aspetts o'f the hunt that make it iupott-ni
for the sealers beyond simple economic motives.
Au a Canadian .government pamphlet designed m
explain tie hunt in laymen's terms states: "It
should be re_ll:ized aé the outset...that dollars !l]'d
centaiido; aot: tall o Full sEoryd Sealing 1s an
enterprisa which tests’jthe mattle of its pnttlciplnl:l-
It is part of a caltural heritage" (Merceri 1977).
Yét no oie who had been to the [ice hnd'pri"lid;d |
ad) indepth study of those aspects *of the modern

hunt whlc!‘ make it important to its participants.

Y



% J.B. Jukes, a nineteenth century geologist and-
traveller wrote a shurt,insightfulrd;e:rlption of

the sailing vessel hunt of '1840 (Jukes, 1842: 250-
322). A comprehensive description of life at the
‘seal hunt was written by George Allan England

(1924) about the 1922 hunt. Vikings of the Ice,

republished as The Greatest Hunt in the World (1969)'

is a vibrant and ethnographically rich description
of daily life aboard a "Ho?den—vitlﬁhstenmer. the
5.S. Terra Nbva. A less rich descriptjon, The

Wooden Walls at the.Ice Floes was published by

W.H. Greene in 1933. Other books, such as®

Cassie Brown's Death on the Ice (1972) and

Farley Movat's and David Blackwood's Wake of the
Great Sealers (1973) are excellent reconstructions
of %he historical seal hunt, but they concentrate
primarily op major gv;nts{ especially the disastrous
season of 184, Two Master of Arts theses have
been written about the seal hunt and are in’ the
Queen Elipabeth II Library at Memorial University
of Newfoundlend, Cheslay Bangér; s geographer;
participated in two seal hynts, but his thesis,
"Technological and Spatial Adaptations in the

Newfoundland Seal Filhery During the Ninefeenth




. 6
L Century" (1973) deals primarily with the demographic
changes wrought by ;}:’9 change ftfm sail to steam

in the sealing industry of the last century.

John Scottga folklorist, tried to gain-a berth on
a sealing vessel but failed to do so. His t;usts.
"The Functions of Folklore in the Inter-Relationship
of the Newfoundland s;eal Fishery ——— Home

Communities of the Sealers" (1975), uses current
\

;and historical references from’sealers and forper

sealers to expluin huw purr_iclp,a:inll in the ﬁeal

who. take part in it are viewed in their home

communities. i

r{y own attempt to get a berth on a'sealing ship
comatituted a year long prdeess of hounding the
captain of one of the vessels at every pnasibl:
opportunity and ignoring his rebuffs. I uas(given

numerous hints that my efforts would likely be futile

and that' I was being an unwanted nuisance. But in' *

Newfoundland one does, not alvays give direct
negative responses Lf they are—svoidable (Chiaramonte,
P 5 ;

'« . . 1970). Being a nunu"ndu. I was simply too <

stunned" to lknow the difference: .-nd kep: up my-

e ' * pestering.. The cnp:nin, perhaps tn a. moment of

hunt has a significant effect on the way the men = .




r - 7
weakness, finally relented _onl.y the night before
the ships were due to sail, Marchi4, 1979. T had
told him I would like ‘to work as a seald but did
not expect remuneration since my purpose was to
gather material for my Hnsr.zr of Arta thesls.

It vas difficult for me to, el exnetly what

1t ts an anthropologlst does, and he was likely -

wary of my motives. He was finally kind ‘onmash

to a:n:l:ept ée as a stud_ank‘and offer the expeslence
. + e

of a trip on a sealing voyage. 3

Berths on sealing ships are valued positions.

s In 1979, one hundred ninety-eight séalers crewed

2 seven ships, with another seventy or" so participating
"+ ,as ships officers and. englneer:. Many more men
‘apply for berths ‘than can pqssibly be accommoduted.

Crew size is limited both by available lpnce and

7 .'che need to keep\the crew rennveiy small so ‘that
‘ ued pruii:s of “the voyage uill ptovlde each
sealex an adequn:e réturn’ for his effon. .
The captains normally begin forming up their
sedliig crewa shortly after the new year, Thesé_
who were dut the .pravloul year and had e

good vnrkau ga: ;he first chlnce and are no:l.ﬂ.ed

by ulephope, *isualLy after they )mve Sitt.a letter .

-

L




. B &
asking to be considered again £8r a berth.. Others
~ruho have been out previous years may also be called,
as are 'men who have worked on the ghip at various o
times during the year and expressed a desire n-:
‘go to the hunt. These men represent a pon[ of
sealers and seamen whose abilitied and personqllti;u LI
arn known’'by the captain. .
' ‘Those who are unknown have a considerably sors
difffcule time dnd néedto stand out from the hass !
. » of ‘appiicaiions in wome ways Most: sesiing caprains '

. want to ‘take some new people each year in order

to initiate new men to the hunt and to, increase

the pool of potential experienced sealers. Most
of the new méen will neéd to have some kind of ; B

\
recommendation from a person known by'the captain

; in ofder to have a chance at a berth. One of the
~ - | more experienced meallers might have a son who -

v wants to go out, another might Have @ brother| or

for a berth. Oéletg may have met the .captai g
. on different occasions @nd impredsed him as |-

.o being potentially good sealers. For example, ,

on the Northern' Penninsula. When the ship was ' .




s v

in their harbour-the previous summer they went
_Ab‘nltd to meet the captain and ask him for a berth.
| ; He liked them and remembered them §he next wincer.
L] . Two men from Fogo Island knew the man who acted
| .as:first mate on' the“ship since he used to live
Cin :ﬁeir‘comndnity. They had been sealing before
‘o diffarent ships.but had not been to the ice
l._n se;rernl ydars. They‘ requested the mate to .ask
the captain Lif they could get berths,
_‘Some ‘may have a Pavatig destreter eed ts
i ‘,'Kﬂ sealing but do not have a ca;tncé or any other
. ‘osans of sakiug au iepreseisd. “Ehesr, degged . R
perdistence is the only way and it is ;og often
successful. Billy, a young fisherman from st. Joha's .-

was one of the rare people to obtain a berth in

this way. Like me, he simply hounded the captain .

%, 4 - on l‘n’y occasion he could, in a polite way, and . .

ignored rebuffs until the captain finally gave in,-

i .perhaps feeling, that anyone with so much{ desire

should be given a chance.

. . Chapter two briefly reviews. the.main points

in the history of Newfcundll]ld sealing. F'The lagtter coa

portion of the chapter concentrates on the '

development ‘of regulations during the post World -
: b ¢




one day spent.at the vhite coat hunt. It uses,

" common to any meophyte.sealer. Chapter five

.

—~ 10 '
War II era and the beginnings of the protest™
movement. Prior to the war there had been very
little regulation of the seal hunt, particularly
1n7:erms of rescu‘u‘ce management. The development
of CP’“ rTegulations and the social pressures
that helped bring them about have received scant
atteation in much of :he aeanng ucera:ure and X

hnve made the medetn seal hunc significantly

difieren: in several re!pects ftom the hlntoricnl

hunt. Therefore I have inclnded a review of some’

of the mail\ features of neal hunt manuge;nent

and hunane society activity during the past

three decades. . The chapter ends with a brief .

examiration of the protest and counter protest.

. . Chapter three begins r.‘he descr;p;toy of

the. seal hunt from shipboard. Written. in narrative
form, it deals primarily with the formation

of bonds betveen crew members as the ship pushed

north in search of seals. Enpcer four documents

in part, my own experiences in an attempt to ‘

recreate some jof the emic leyel experiences

contifues with a description of the hunt for -




=5 11

hnod -,éals. Chapter six has two themes, both of
which are «centred around the idea of returning.
the ship is re:urn!.ng from the hunr., und the men

discuss re:urnlng for other hun:s.
‘ .

Chapter seven presents an analysig of the .

men's mptlvatlonu for beconing sealerd in the

uprlng of the yeat.\ It 1nc1ud=- a cross cultural
E :cmparilon with nnathar g:nup of people, the

anaeri nomads of Sou(h Persia (Iran), whose

1ife utyle was threatened by, the pfevailing

’ vnlugs of a larger sqcie:y. An epuogue Lonsindas

the thesis.

K




- CHAPTER II

HI\SEE:Y AND BACKGROUND
HARP SEALS /

There are :hgée?major herds of harp.seals
which 1;Habxc.a:céxc and sub-arctic wgcer;. These
\herds mingle very little and are usuaﬂ@y distinguished
by, their breeding areas: the ‘White Sea% near Jan )
ﬁayep Iglnnd;‘xnd[in the weiie;n_ﬂor:}%Ailsntig
off eastern Canada. :The vegtern herd breeds in
two areas: the Gulf of St. L‘avrence.\_:esyt of the
Magdalen Islands fnd'n: the "Front"] off southern
Labfador. 'The Gulf ;cock.:'whelps", or i‘bnaru its
young, on newly formed ice, while the 1a:ger northern
Front stock whelps on the ‘edge, of arctic pack ice
which 1s drifting south in the Labrador:eorrdng:

These Canadian-stocks mix and are considered
pa}: of the same herd: In the summer they range
as far north as Thule, Greenland, Ellesmere Island,
and around Baffin Island, and ‘some find lthetr vay
into Hudson Bay. As wintet approaches :q;§
nigrate southwaxd fnto the-witers off Newfoundland,
feeding h;;vily in'prepardtion for the whelplng-
‘and breeding season’ In late February the whelping
patches begin to form, first in the chs and

s . 12 \
3 " [




;omevhag later at the Front.

" March 10 1s usually considered the "seals'
birthday" at the Front. The pups are bora with
a yellowish foetal coat which quickly turns
bright white. The _"u‘hi‘:e:oacs" :e;n'un on the °
Lee for three to four weeks, syckling the ‘rich’
milk of their mothers. The mother's milk has
ten times as much fat ‘and gver-:h:ee times as
much-protein as cow's milk (Templeman, 1966: 131)
and on this rich autritlon they gain’ waight very
rapidly. From'a birth weight of about seven kilo-
grams*they will 're'ac.h nearly thirty-two kilograms

within two to three weeks. Two thirds of their

weight is blubber’ skin and hair. Very little

mugcle tissue develops and most of this is con-'
centrated in the shoulders of their fore
flippers. . ~ ’ ;
After weaning, the pups moult their white

coat, turning briefly to "raggedy-jackets" and.
& L ;

‘then take to the water as "beaters" with a softly"

spottéd grey coat. Sinc? the ice has been drifting

south they must now beat their way north, against
the current, feed!.ng alone. . -

Once. the young hnve left, the females matg




with the males who have been swimming nearby.

Actual implantation is delayed by eleven to twelve
weeks which-allows maging to occur while the uen%a
@ are all congregated i the whelping patch.
Harpaeals normally live about EWIEEY FEaEEL
o They reach sexual maturity in four to five yedrs
=~ (Templeman, 1966: 133). =
HOOD SEALS N N
“Rood veals ifve-to. bé shoue twenty-five years.
They'breed and whelp in family units and, like. the
. ‘harp, produce one pup pbr mature female. They
whelp on heavier pack ice than the harp and are much
more widely scattered. The major comcentration
© of hood seals whelp on the pack ice off Jan Mayen .
Isand, but smaller numbers of whelpimg hoodsare
found off northeastern Newfoundland and in the
Davis- Strait (Pinhorn, 1976: 51). The pupgdmoult
their foetal coat in the womb and are hon'uh .

a bluish grey hair. These "bluebacks" are able

"to swim very shortly after birth. They remain
. on the ice two to three weeks, suckling, and it is
b . during this period that they arg hunted. - 5

Y B, EARLY HUNTING
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the province of Newfoundland and Labrador almost

certatnly killed harp and other spec
People of the Maritime Archaic Tradi
the coastal tegiqn_é’_o‘l southern Labr
west' coast of the \gajand of Newfount
_probably 9,000 years before present
73,000 years, ago (Tuck, 1976: 12-14).
“had both barbed harpoon tips-and an {
toxgl‘ed‘harp'uon Erp designed to.deta
spear sh ft,: tvist inside.the wound-
and hold a line (Tuck,1976: 23). Thé
aueceeding’ pepies Hhoiliave hed Jsccens
and uh.el-pi‘n’g herds of harp seals mus
“advantage of this ‘p1e;1:1£u1 resource
methods which were :he’ same in co‘nce]
different in desigan, as those in use
Europg‘an. interest in the harp s
shortly after .diacovery of the rich g
‘of the North Hést Atlantic. Basque
whales and probably s;nlu off nofthe
- and ‘aouthern ‘Lebrador in the late sij

“into the seventeénth centuries (Tuck

onmunication), . French~and Bnglviall\ 5

‘taking seals " in cbmnqrcial numbers iy
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Newfoundland at lesst as early as the beginaing

of the eighteenth century. Primarily during the

month of December the seals would be caught inm
" nets strung from headlands tb offshore rocks or

. . B
islands (Head, 1976: 223). This winter inshore

" sealing took place maimly north of Bonavista Bay
and expanded-in a torthward direction throughout
the eighteenth century so that by the 1770's
- ——-southern Labrador became the most. productive sealing
, area. These people were primarily Wanting
adult harp seals, much as landsmen sealers do today
\ on the northeast cogat of Newfoundland and in 1"1
southern Labrador.. ~ :
B In the l’ate eighx‘:eench century men from the

south portion of the northeast coast, from’

st. John's, from the Southern Shore, and from
Conception af 9 Trinity Bays began sealing- from
small boats, lsearching for the southvard drifting

whelping patches. -

THE SAILING ERA

In 1793 two small sailing schooners of about

forty-five tons -each left St. John's in search of

s whelping seals (Wilson,1866: 287). "This was the

o
beginning of the large vessel Newfoundland seal
5 . o




hunt. By l851 seal producn would Ezcnjnt for
npprnxlmately thir:y percent of the total value
of Newfoundland's exports (Ryan,.1971: 237
This development coincided with an lncreaning

interest in the Labrador cod fishery. The ships
.

used for the Labrador fishery in summer were

refitted for the spring seal hunt after the winter

lay up. . It'was the prelude to the sesson's economic

activity.

A ‘symblotic relaticnship, ‘developed between
the Labrador cod fishery and the seal Jhunt:  The

LabtldD! fishery was an expensive and only marginally

viable ov:ra:inn, ‘but it'.made economic aense_for

- those vessel owners 1nvofved 1.n' s_ea‘ling(l*{yxn, 1978) .

The apex of thé sealing industry occurred

* about the middle of the nineteenth :en:ury. In

1831 a record of 610,742 seal palts were brought
nshor; dand ‘1857 "...:he peak aE Newioundland 8
par:uipn_ﬂcn was'reached vhg,uiﬂ) ships and
13,600 men were involved" (Ryam, 1971: 19). This
h;nvy explnltati?n resulted in a decline ‘in the.

number of seals takén after the initial boom and

-a rough platéau of somewhat more than 400,000

paltlvlindad ‘annually was reached 17 the '1840's.
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This probakly represented a maximum sustainable
yield for that time (Ryan, 1971: 226). Althéugh
consfderable fluctations occurred, this plateau

lasted until the 1860's _when the introduction of

steamers considerably altered the entire industry. -

Sealing on a sailing vessel usually meant
1iving in crowded conuuons'.nd “working very ~

‘ hard, not only at Beuling but also at sailing, 2

: which often included prying and’ pulung the ship
through ice (Jukés, 1842 261). ’l‘he crew of P

i o 1F
between Elfzeen and fifty men Was quartered in

the forecastle (forward of ‘the main hatch) in a
“space intended for a much smaller crew. Regular’
-dieals were not always served and water was rationed

but men were able—to supplement their diet with

‘fresh seal meat when "in the fat"

The sailing vessel owners vere usunlly rural

. v " merchants, often the 1oc51 fTsh muchan:r who had —

enough capital :n own one or two schooners or N

*E square rigged ships. They sipplied all nec_eau:y X

‘gear in retufn for one half the product of the
'vo);age. The crew,shared the remainder equally

- among themselves. ~The owner, it hé d41®not captain

the vessel himself, would pay a captain a fFixed - *
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rate per seal. The men, who were usually clients’

of the merchant, would be paid their half share in

cash or goods. Profits made sealing could be :

deducted from the merchant's debit ledger if the

fisherman/ sealer owed for the previous season's

outfitting; «or profitsscould go directly toward

outfitting for the summer fish‘:e:y'. Clifford Head.

(19761 226) believes that the early nineteenth y

century wageés of £5.00 to £25.00 each sealer

might expect to receivé for his éfforts would have *

considerably offset his supply costs 'fr.;r the S

fishery, althopgh Chesley Sanger (1973: 185-186)

suggests individual earnings dwindled ‘throughout

the century. 5 « .

To cover any. expepses the merchant might dincur
by providing board for'his crew the séalers were
required to ‘pay a. fee for their berths. In addition
to the berth money, ’t.he'sealets had to buy their )
own "erop": kaife, hauling rope, gaff, aREEpETLE
dEEs1, Wil guuE Af decsusaLy AR A186 €6 WNHPLY
firewood for fuel ‘on the voyage. w
The potential for profit in the sailing vessel

enterprise must have been ‘considerable siace the

risk to 1ife and property vas enormous. Twenty-five
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boats were lost in 1804 (Head, 1976: 226) at the

‘very beginning of an industry which must be

unrivaled in the hardships it caused to its parti-
cipants. n;.xxng this period the Newfoundland %
fishery was regarded as.a "nursery” for young .
British seamen-pressed into naval service. A
report written to Governor Waldegrave from Harbour
Grace tn 1795 .glvgﬁl ‘an indication of the rigours
the hunt demanded of -men: '

The account of the decked wesgels' and
open boats employéd in the seal #
. fishery, I concieve will attract Your
. Excellency's attention, when you consider
‘mot . only the great advantage. of the
seal fishery, and the adventurous "
“nslertaking in their boats of about
thirty or forty toms burthen, manned
with from eight to ten hands, who
encounter the storms in the months
. of March apd April, thirty or forty
leagues frop land, which I am. convinced
makes more and better seamen in dne
season than the cod fishery does in
' seven... (Pedley, 1863: 194).

't,hrbyghou: the nineteenth century the toll
of men's lives the seal hunt demarded continued to |
grow with shocking regularity., Levi C. Chafe, -
who chronicled comprehensive statistics on the

historical seal fishery, gives the feuowug ¥ g

account for the year-1845: .. 5

& ~ Barque Ringwood. .Henry Norman lost
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with all hands.

- Brig. Peerless. Capt John Nagle
and 40 men lost.

Brig Eldiza Margaret. Capt. and

15 men lost. One man, Frank Wiseman,
went from Jib stay to top gallant yard
hand over hand and saved his life.

il

- Brig. Mary belonging to Ridley-
had the misfortune to lose all
. her crew, who were out in boats
- with the exception of six men.
. . " (Chafe, 1923: 37) |
STEAMERS: 1863 - 1943
In 1862 two'steam powered Scottish ships
stopped in Newfoundland to kill seals on their
way into the Davis Straits to hunt whales. Local
entrepreneurs quickly saw the potential advantage

in the new steam technology and in 1863 two steam

powered vessels cleared for the hunt. The

S.S¢« Bloodhound, owned by Baine, Johnson and

mpany) an the S.S. Wolf, owned by Walter Grieve
and Combany,\recurqed later in the\spring with
only a Y;rymodeht catch of 4,340 pelts_between
them (Chafe, .1923: 48) . 'No{netheleu, ‘hf idea of
steam powexed vessels took hold. The new ishipu'
‘were meig‘efficlenc than sail. They could ram
:hrouéh"ica and had much better manoeuvrability,

thus minimizing the chances of returning empty -




* for steamers, the smaller merchalts and their
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because :he'sup‘s could not get near the seals.
By'1863 the sailing ships had long sbnce
peaked in terms of the maximum number of seals ;
available to their technology. Although roughly
the same number of men and ships weré hunting,
Cabibos Wers: ¥Iowly daclining; Ladlcsfiug: Ehak
thie haty seal isedawere bildz, daplatey The

steamers had power to get into places the sailing

ships could not reach due to adverse ice conditions,

@nd would have been expected té kill more sealg__./‘
But they did not. The total number of seal kills
‘continued to decline slowly throug{\ the latter
part of the nineteenth century and the steamers
took a larger proportion of the available catch,’
contributing to the dwindling of stocks.

Because the sce‘amers were the most successful
Ehlp‘s'a‘nd initi9lly offered better working condi-
tions, the best sealers opted for them knowing :
that they gave the best potential return for their
labour. Thus, deprived of the best sealers, faced
with depleting stocks and unable to afford ba:rb

the initial capital outlay and maintainence costs >

sailing vessels were forced oyt of ,the trade.

R S e

e




‘sealing ipdustry was to have ‘a healthy and divers- :

: . 23
By 1882, out of a total catch of 178,812 seals,
137,864 were kllle; from twenty steamers which
were pwned by only eight. merchants (Ryan, 1972: 227).
The lnductr:y became centralized in St. John's where
the most prosperous family lnteres‘ts were located.

The key to successful competition in the steam

ified: financial base that could withstand the
5 %

strain of disastrous seasons. Smaller mefchants
rai . e ¢ .

who were succedsfully able to compete in :he\

broadly based sailing’ enterprise soon found
:ﬁemseueg driven ouf of large vessel sealing by,
the haddful of most powerful ‘mercantile families,
who nad the resources to absorb occasional losses X
and direct the huge profits of od catches into
other, leés'volﬁtile‘interesﬁ.}pn; the tu‘rn‘oE
the century foie family ;o!i:panxea had by t5v LiE
most’ 'i;npresnive‘-r_ecord.s for consistent part‘igi-
pation; 15 mealings Bowring Brochers Limlt:ad,

Baine Johnson.and Company, Job Brothers anrcomy;qny, N
and A,J, Hqu and Company (Chafe, 1923). The

enormous profits these companies u_;:re able to extract

fromEhe 011 of seals. and toil of men were diverted

fato othér concerns and they-'built huge and . i

/ v . . ‘ ok £ . L 3 ‘s




_ railvay to Gambo in 1891, men from the northérn |

laating empires. Each of the four are easily 5 E

recogalzable tuday ‘to anyons liviag Lo Newtsusdland
as among the most prominent local retailing, A
insurance and shipping companies.

Concencraclnn of the uallng industry in
St. John s duking the latter part of the nineteenth
century meant that many of the men from northern
areas, such as ;Bonavista Bay nnd-the Straight Shore;

were at Eirut exclud:d from the steamers since.,

there was no Efficient means of travel- to the

capital city in winter! Men from these areas were

the most experienced sealers however, B 01 they

kept up their skills while working in the declining *
sall enterprise. n;, 1876 the steam 1ndu.’cr;

started taking advantage of these experienced

sealers by allowing some of the older vessels :o

leave for the seal hunt from'northern communitle§

such as Greenspond. After completion of the L

communities were again able to dominate the seal |

industry (Sanger, 1977).
- jThevstean ‘essel ownets had a preference L :
for northel’n uptalnu Ind. these men built up

constderahle reputations ns‘y&ce mfsters., The
R
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most famaus captains, although often degpo:icf
3 : were high]/./y,,,uguded men with charismatic person-
: S ;ﬁralif?a;; .Nearly all came from the same area on
the northern shore of Bonavista Bay which tended
5o intensify -kindred, sentimental and patern;llstic
links between them and their men. The seal hunt,
because‘ng its history of hardship and disaster,

lends itgelf to Fomantic interpretation. Part -

«~— of this romanticism can be attributed to the tough,

] : . ,
S colourful sealing captains whq became local heroes

¢ ’ R (Scott, 1975).

. -/ 1In much of the literature about sealing it

' appears the men thought an“opportunity to seal
P

under one of the great fabcqing was as much an

honour as an economic contract. George England

recorded a situation ia'which a group of men had

v ! been forgotten on the ice by Abram Kean, pndisputed-

1y the most successful sealing captain ever. It
: 3 g X \

gl was after dark before Kean remembered he had men
left out . and decided to start looking for them.’

~
After being picked up, the master watch, when he met

.'we'm ahl rate sir'... He

ot the captain said '
y . seeped almost apologetic for having nearly lost

his4ife through the old man's forgetting him_

5 . ) -
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to go after him by daylight" (England, 1969: 160).
. The men were dependant on the St. John's
merchants_ for the opportunity to work under one
oflhese great per;onullties. This, and the need
to.get cash into a cash-starved marginal economy,
playved into the hands of momopolistic family
merchants who were ,nev’er short of men to crawd
their often-less than seaworthy ships. Because

g06d men were always available, and in fact competed

f5t_their berths, they could manipulate seal
prices and fail to provide adequate working cond-
itions in the knowledge they would fave surplus
of labour.
STRIKES

R There were several utrtkes among the sealers,’
usually involving demundu for limiting or abolishing
bérth money. The first récorded ::rlke occurred
in 1842 whep the sealers succeeded in having
their berth money reduced srom_es.bo to 2.00.
In 1843 this was lowered further and the cost of the
"erop" or sealing gear 23 also }-ed{lced (Murphy,
1916). . The last strike took place in 1902 when
three thousand men, mostly from the aonm}hv,nuy

area, demanded better prices for their one third
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. share of the voyage. The world market price for

R G seal oil was $6.50 per quintal; but the merghants

were only paying $3.25 per quintal locally. The

men demanded they receive shares based on a price of .

$5.00 per quintal for fat; that the "coaling”

. . charge of $3.00 per head be abolished; hnd that .

the thirty-threé percent markup on the ‘crop be

abolished. Their strikeé lasted three days. ~The

sealers were forced to compromise since they .could

‘not afford.accomodation in.St. John's and because

the railway refused to give them free transpert

\ home. The wen finally accepted a price of $3.50

g, %, 7 per quintal for fat, reduction of the crop money '

- and abolition of the coaling charge. Governor

Boyle asked the Prime Minister, Sir Robert Bond

to set up a commission to investigate the causes

of the strike. Bond refused on the grounds that

such an inquiry might "...result in a disturbance % %

of the regulations between merchants and_Fishernen

o~ . in regard to the cod-fishery" (Sir Robert Bond to

F

Governor Boyle, Governor's Local Correspondence,
" March 21, 1902).

GONDITIONS g g .

Working conditions on the~steamers were at
. | -
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first better than those on the sailing ships.
Except for carrying c;al‘go stoke the burnetun
the sealers were freed from borking the ship.
Since the steamers handled better in the ice.the
men did not have to use their own muscle power
=0 much to pull the ship through tight ice.
Water 'still” had to be rationed,but the steamers
were able to hold more, both for the engines ‘and
for drinking, ‘if not for washing. No matter -
which account of the seal hunt one reads, from
whatever peéiod,(zhé general picture of }1;:5
and overcrowding 'remains the same. Sanger quotes
from Dr. David Lindsay, a surgeon who visited

u : 3 P
-

I looked into the 'tween-decks and saw
\ @ horrible mess. The bunks .were ian
of men, many playing cards, as each
bunk held four. They must have heen
stifled. For light, lamps burninyg
seal oil were used, and the reek
comming from the main hatch would almost
have \suggested fire (Lindsay, ,1911: 47).

a sealing ship in '1884: - .

{  Near the turn of the century up to three
hundred Fifty men were being crovded into the
holds of ships as small as four hundred fifty tons.
In IBQQ. government enacted legislation to

limit the number of men a ship could carry to
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, the seal huat:

It shall be unlawful for any steamer...
to have on board a greater number of
men as crew than three men for
' every seven tons of...such steamen

(no more than 270 men in any case)...
(An_Act Respecting the Prosecution of
the Seal Fishery, 1898: 61 Vic. Cap. 4:

. Section 5). . S :

, To get to St. John's to sPgn aboard a sealing
ship,the men from Bonavista Bay would .walk thirty
to fifty kilometres into Gambo station from their

* homes, cafrying thdir gear on a small woodem
"slfde". The trip often took two days or mofia:
“Once at the séutlon‘ they receiyed a'reduced seaman's
_flre for the trip to St. John's. When they arrived
Ln the city they would then colledt wood shavings
or some other stuffing-ferthe homé made mattresses
they brought with them. Thé natEesses vere: placed r
on boarfs nailed. into the ship's hold, a few "bogey" -
stoves were added for heat and cookingl The 'y ) g
accomodations were such that as the ship began to

11 with seals, the bunks were removed and the

kit on top of the pelts and fat. . =

The owners, loathe to incure extra expenses, L RN

were unvilling.to provide adequate food or persomnnel

.to cook it. ' One hot meal was provided oq/ql:ernuce 2
: i
|




®
days--Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Sunday.

These meals ugually consisted of salt fish or meat

and "duffs" of steamed flour (Sanger, 1973: 181)

3 .
Sweet duff--steamed %#lour with 42 bit of molasses—-

wa's ‘served Sun&ays. Other than this frugal fare
a sealer's diet consisted of hard bread (tack),

butter and tea, and seal hearts and livers when

available. .
A3 . -

It was not until 1916 that legislation forced
owners to supply minimum provisions

The following regylations shall apply
to all steamers prosecuting the seal
flshery~ -

()/ In addition to the food usually L
supplied, not less than one pound
‘of soft bread shall be served out
. to each member of the. crew: three
times each week;

(2) Beef, pork, potatoes and pudding
shall be supplied for dinner three
times each week; 4

(3) For breakfast stewed beans and fish
brewse shall be supplied .alternately;

(4) Soup shall be supplied on Saturdays,
in which onions, potatoes, and
turnips shall be ingredients; -

J

& (5) Fresh beef shall be supplied to each

member of the crew once each week
and when freshbeef is not available
through circumstances over which
the owner has no control, canned
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2 beel shnll be subntitu:ed
. therefor.. .

. B (0f the Prosecution.of the Seal Fishery,
Chapter 162, Consolidated Statutes of
Newfoundland, Volume III, 1916, Section 3)

i For all theif trouble in getting to St: John's

¥ which :he§‘1.bu“:ed

-~

. % _and" the harsh cunditinna unde

|
- at zhe deal hllnt, the men werejnot guaranteed a
va;e. They weze ps!.d a smnll percentage of r.he 0

. """ .vessel's katch, which for'an gxcaptinnally good
£ o .

.. voyage could 'b"‘e_'sloo.oo or more--no small amount.
But it was more likely they would arriv® home with

" batween $20.00 and $40.00 for an average trip ‘
(Chage, 1923: 62-85).

_Death and disaster have aluaya besa an integral
Y . " part of ‘the seal hunt. During the auiling era
most Of the disasters seen to have invold entire

‘. ships belng lost, often ulth all hands, because

" - they could not stand up to the rigours the ice

-nd“HnrcH’?tBrm- dem-nded of them. The risks vere
b

. T . . enormous but ptcb-bly vell understood by all. those

1nvoIvad. Furthermore, the cte'-u were small enough

that the men vculd he 1:-; -;1enn:ed from their

3 " captain, vho vould bé ‘vell known by Wis wen aag

unlikely ‘to nct nutccrnticully An‘a lituntion that
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would put them in ddnger. The large steamers,
on the other hand, were filled .to overflowing
with nearly three hundred men each, and the captains

had a difficult time simply Keeping track of men.

. The most .famous and telling event of the

foundland disaster of 1914.
Its story is famous lenough due in large.part to

Cassie Brown"s book [Death on _the Ice. But the © @

events of IQLA‘ are of u:mnn: importance’ in any

underatanding of thé seal hunt, past or present.

Ia 1914 A Ubryay sHA Conpany sentifour
ships to the ice. The oldest of these was the
forty-two year old s 5. Newfoundland. She carried
@ crew 6f 6ne hundred elghty-nine men. Her captain,

for ¢his and the’ three years' previous voyages,

.was [Hen:y-nlne year old Westhuty Kean, the

youngest son of Abram Kean, 0.B.E. Most ships

ac that time were fitted out with wireless sets.
TP\e Neufoundland's wireless havevez, vas removed
sho\l\:ly before gning to the lce because the owners "

ship.

thought it an uanss.ry expem:e on such an .old

: The ice was unusually heavy 4n°1914 and the

Newfoundland spent much of 4its time jammed in it,

£ .




. : unable to 3e:x£n the seals which were only a
few miles away. March 31 dawned a fine, warm
morning. Westbury Kean put his men on the ice
with instructions to walk the five miles between
their ship and his father's ship, the S.S.Stephano.
The men were told thaf, once aboard the Stephamo,

Abram Kean would give them food and put them near -

some seals which they.udulé be ablé to kill and
collect in pans. fhe Newfoundland would be able

5 ptck these .up when she got free of the—ew jam.
The men and Westbury Kean were under the impression
that they would be invited to spend the nfgl_n:
aboard the Stephano,since the eight kilometre

walk vas over very rough ice and togk muci’1ongir

than 'expected. Thirty-four men returned to the

Newfoundland when the weather began to deteriorate

near noon, citipg premonition of danger na‘tiel
excuse. | The rest continued onand boarded the
Stephano at 11:20.a.m. They were fed.and put on
4 the ice ‘near a patch of seals half an hour later:
) The barometer was falling. and the men watching the
aky thought it was obvious there would be bad™
weather coming. Abram Kean took no nétice. The

2 ’ gen vere insrructed by him to return to theif
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own ship. Many of the men fad serious reservations

ah?ut spending more time killing seals when they
knew darkness could well fall before they were able

to walk the distance back to the Newfoundland, but

Abram Kean's orders carried perhaps more,authority
than EHalt own capEain’s; and the med @10 s ey
., were told. The patch of seals was (urthE; Erov;\
their own hip than they had been told and when
; : o

they finally started back to the Newfoundl

they were caught in a storm. Westbury Kean vu
= ? )cernln his nnher had kept the men aboard the

Stepha Ab:ll lgln was :onfldnnt the men had:

\
returned to their.ovn ship. As a result, no one
searched for them. Since there was no wireless

aboard the Newfoundland neither captaig was'able to

contiglP the %position of the men.

The storm and bll;x-rd lasted two days. Account-
ing for the wind éhill fagtof, the temperature

was about -34°C for much of the time. The men ’

were dressed for a vn.rm'duy. Seventy-eight of

the men died 'in unimaginabl@é agony, Scne.

were drivei nufne and simply walked \E 1||l:o

the ul.' Many died on I‘.he!r feet, H-lktnn tc

stay awake. A man and M- tvo sons froze with
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their arms around each other. Many of the forty-

six survivers last limbs {to frostbite.

The same storm that took the lives of

seventy-eight men of the Newfoundland also ‘clatmed .

the steamer S.S.Southern Cross.amd her:crew of
‘one hundrad seventy~-three men. She ‘was making
her way back from the hunt in the Gulf of St.

Lawreace with a full load.of seals and vas last,

aighted west— aouthuesl‘. Of Cape Race, where she barely

escaped a collis‘len with' the §.§. Portia. Some

ldentifinblg flotsam washed ashore on the west

coast of Ireland later that summer. This disaster

brought the total number of men lost in the seal -

hunt of 1914 to two hundred f1fey-three men. One

in an}nre}atedelncidenr. aboard :he §.S. Bonaventure

when he- fell through an open hatch (Brown, 1972:

P

survivor died later in hospital, and a man was killed

Vittually everyone on the northedst coast lost a

family mzmher or fue..d. N : o

A: the beginnlng of the 1915 hunt, Abranf Kean

s owWds ofiered .a body guard to escort
. him to his ship...the 0ld Man refused
Hundreds of sealersg blockad the stree

t

) as he approached the Florizel. .But:he

walked straight ‘through ,them “in his

long sealgkin coat and. fur hat, nodding
as. he went to those he knew. They made

’
\

|
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.
way and touched their caps in salute.
Not_a hand, not even a voice was raised
against him (Brown, 1972: 264).

. Many of the Newfoundland men had the 1898

S. GreenMind on their minds

dtsaster of che s
during their ordeal. During a storm at the ice a
gust of wind heeled the Greenland ‘over. 8o far that
. her cargo’of pelts sﬂ_u:ed and, the fires were
. doused. Half her men wereé caught‘ on ‘the other
Side of a lake of open water with no way <& reach .
the ship, although it was within sight. They to8
were on the ice for two days before the few survivors

¥ were, rescued. . \

In 1931 the woden waldysteamer $.5. Vikihg,
CL carrying an Ameriéan film crew who were making &
~Hollywood movie based on the hunt, blew her blasting

" powder and. dynamite which had been stored carelessly.

Twen:y—:tna men were killed, including the film's P
producer Varick Frissél, The Viking was the last

- " - masbr disdster dn which large numbeg of men died

“at the seal hunt, but the merchant families éon!l\nued

to send men to the ice in unseaworthy ships which.’
A A

z . continued, on occasion, to sink.

During World War II very few seals were: tak:




37
few remaining ships to find large conmcentrations
of Gealiy The Bask sipé of the sealiag TLeE wise

“ pressed into var time service, leaving only a few
of the most ancient wooden walls. Only three ships
vent to the ice in 1942,.all of them old. wooden

the 8.5, Terra Nova, the S.S. Eagle, and.

steame
the S.5. Ranger. There. was mo hunt at all ia 1943.
[ The, average annual take of seals dusieg 1940 o
3 ‘19‘5:': was only'37~,5k9 (Andrews, '1973: 1_8): ) '
2OST WORLD ‘WAR LI .
" The end of the war marked a sigaificant
° change in she seal _h\u-xe'. With tv.; exceptions,
the old steam fleet was-gone and replaced with
a greater number ‘of much !l[l'ller motor vessely,
By 1948 there were twenty-five Newfoundland-based
ships participacing in ‘the hunt, vith an average
size of only one hindred seventy. toms. The new
;ntp. carried small crews of ' between' twenty and
£ifty men (Andrews, 1973: 18)..] .

] %"
in 1938-39

Norvegdans took small catche
(Templeman, 1966: 134). With tvh'u‘ end of the an‘
'I:I;n Norwegians becane mich more, active in western
“Aflantic sealing. By 1948 twenty. Nbrvegdan

ships hunted seals at the Front, as did a much

~




lesser number of vessels of other nationalities >

5, including the Soviets (Andrews, 1973: 18). Nor-
B o wegians took more than half the catches at the

Front from 1952‘1nto the $970's (The Atlantic Seal

Hunt, 1976),when they were restricted by the intto-
-

duction, of quota management and the imposition of

3 the Canadian two' hundred mile economic zone.

This severe competition by the Norweglans-was

combined with the introduction of Nova Scotia
.. based vessels after 1949, many of which were

owned by Norwegian-Canadian inteérests. During this |

same period there was a lessening of Newfoundland
-an::epreneurial interest in :he hunt. Norwegian

cumpantes%ook over most of the pelt processing

and muketing. By 1954, the Nova Scotian vessels
were taking énna&derabl'y more .seals than the
Newfoundland based vessels. Byt since Nevfoundiend
had folned Canada in 1949 the Nova Scotia vessals:
were easily able to. employ experienced Newfound-
land sealers,who would sign on in St. John's

as the ships headed north to the Front. Through /

the 1950's and the 1960's about £ive hundred

Newfoundlanders formed the bulk of the Qelllng

‘crews aboard the Nova Scotia fleet of ten to
. 5




39 ¢
twelve vesséls. By 1969 thére was only one
Newfoundland based vessel at the hunt and in 1972

no Newfoundland ships participated.

CONSBRVATIDN .

the 1830's until the second World War

herds were consistently over exploited.

tations on the available technology and, it \

must be assumed, on the ‘willingness e TE— \ -

Nowet b high r capital prevented this over exploitation

from-exceeging the point where the stocks’could
\. “not sustain themselves. After the huge catches
of the 1830's and 1840's the annual harvest
slowly declined. Hegrly 2 century later the
" average catch between 1912 and 1949 was only
134,250 despite considerable improvements in :
technology (McLazen, 1977: 71). s-nge: sums up:

The historical developmelu of the ®
Newfoundland sealing industry can... & . ‘
be seen as one of evolugion through
several overlapping stages characterized *
by the acceptance of mew technology,
adaptation of strategies and techniques,’.
changes in capital investment and owner-
ship, 8 general reduction in rsonnel,:
shifts in the pattern and infensity
.of regional involvement, and a stage-
~by-stage reduction in the total:.catch
‘per year. The overall decline of the .
v+ industry indicates tiat the evolution % —
of the venture ‘from 1793 to the.present 3 .
‘has been a process of imbalance in which *
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new technolofy and concomitant strategy -

in the use of capital and personnel

have progressively reduced the basic

resource upon vhich the industry

depends (Sanger, 1973: 26).

The much redviced hunt of the wag.years allowed .
the stocks to rebuild. Following the typical o g
pattern however, herd replenishment met a much
; ,

increased. effort with better equipment following <

the ‘war. Consequently, catches soared to near ‘the
dnmaging levels of :h{'l'il:o's. An ;verage 6f L
283,000 seals were taken each year during 1951 t9~ _ L
1960, and 280,000 between 1951 and 1970. Peaks of
i more than 400,000 were seen in both 1951 and }956 -
(The Atlantic-Seal Hunt, 1976).
In the early 1950's the Soviet Union realized -

its whelping herds of harp seals in the Whife Sea

were dwindling and imposed a kill limit of 100,000
_5 seals per year. It vas not until 1965 however,
that the Canadian .and Norweglan governments began

to seriously tighten the regulations on the western

Atlantic harp seal hunt.. They began by setting
a quota of 50,000 b;n:en and pups for the Gulf hunt;
linited use of aircraft (vhich vere used in the

£ <Gulf hunt to ferry pelts from the 1-_:le to land); N, §

;\uu;ned £isheries officers on all large vessels




and landing points; and limited the sedwen Wnd
required sealers to remove the pelts from the ice
within »twen:y-iour hours.

In 1966, 1n:ernac1‘ona1 management was turned
over to a bealing panel of the International

Convention for Northwest Atlantic Fisheries (ICNAF).

Totel allowable .catches (TAC) for harp seals were

first established in 1970 at 2&5\1 000 harp EEI].S
for the Gulf and Front cnmblned\ to take eifect in
1971. This was considerably xed\ced the next year
:u 150,000 pelta. A special advisory’committee
set up by the Canadlun Hiniu:er of ‘:he Envirunme‘nh

the Committee on Seals and Sealing (COSS),

recommended a phased six year moratorium on all

et .
sealing except by aboriginals. Neither ICNAF,
. 5 ]

thf‘n had no enfc.)tcemant authority in any case,
nor’ the gun-dind government ever serl?usly con-
sider¢d a moratoriim on sealing (Reeves, 1977: 27).
In.1975 ICNAF introduced a TAC of 15,100 hood

seals to be taken at the Front, and in }976 the

‘harp seal allocation was reduced further to 127,000

total. The distribution.of thes® quotas reflected
the atrong Norweglan preseace in thé industry.

Canadian vesfels were allowed 44,667 seals and
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Canadian landsmen 38,000 s‘enls, while Norwegian
t. vessels were given 52:333 seals. One hundred
seals were left unallocated, pre_numibly to aecaun:. ©
Bqr possible overkill,but in 1976 Canadian landsmen
actually took 30,000 more seals than they had
been allocated (Reeves, 1977: 24). R ’ - —

There léve been myriad of different techniques

used to estimate thie total size’ of the.seal herds
- and to establish rates of bpup production, They
PR - range £rom simple visual estimatés to tremend- .,
ously cam,pdex population projection models which

saen tosbe more theoretical than pragmatic 1n )
o 2n prag o

nature. Two methods appear to be commonly us,ed,r'

; . £irst by ICNAF and more recently by the

Canadian Ministry of Fisheries, in deternining

quota allocations: visual estimates, and tag and

Tecapture programes.
-

' The vifual estimates are based on nerlal 2

photography of a grid over the whelping patches R

. . conbined with eyebaIl estimates from .a seasoned el "

'
observer. A considerable lmprovement\i.n this 4

method was made in 1974, when a team of biologists

~ .£rom'the University of Guelph discovered that the

white gelts of the harp seal pups absorb a great

5 plh
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deal more ultra-violet 1light than dg:er the
surrounding ice and snow. Cpnsequently, through

special photographic techniques they are able to
\

show_the young,sgals as black inages |against the

white ice (Lavigne and @ritsland, 1974).
LA . .. .Tag and ucnp:um ‘programmes involve tagging
o number of " pups before the hunt begips, and

off&ring a reward to sealen for retutning :he

3 A tags from seals ;hey.kul. ny aimply.\dividing the
~nunber of seals tagged by the n‘umbe: of tags
recovered, the ratio of those killed to those
which survive can be extrapolated.
' Despite can:in;dng sophistication-in

. ) popuunu'n estimating, there are still wide

varidtions in escima(eu between ucientists using

ditferant l:eclmiquem It does seem houewer, that

since ships at the Front have beeh. easily| taking -
2 ok e

their ,jaul quotas in recent years (providing

weathe and ice conditions do not interfere vith

|
|

fe

feir o}()etutian{) :hs quota system appeuax to be
'vorking. - ’ ‘)

; By’ 1979. the year with which this theais ia.

’/( prlmnrﬂy conch\d, the  TAC was 'noon:ed to
150,000 h-rp ‘seals’ and 1.5,000_hnod seals People §
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i & 1n the Arctic vere zeserved 10,000 harp seals and =
- * . S
the resaining 170,000 were distributed as fo}lows:
; 1. Large Vessels (Front) Canada 57,000 . #
5 - Norway 20,000
< i
. . Total , 77,000
S « £ X
. 2. Large Vessels (Gulf) Canada 20,000
o i . s
< 3, Land®men Qperations 73,000
' (overall) ’ o
. . , The "laidsmen quota was distributed ¢ .
G vith: » t < i
. T ) /
v,  Newfoundland Front -45,500 o wf
¥ - Newfoundland Gulf ) 7,000 -
Total 52,500 L
: e : . North Shore (Quebec)
- . and Magdalen Islands \ 19,500
: Cape Breton Island i 1,000
- $_ . EEeem /
! ) Total 20,500
» 5
s Arctic (Inclyding the = 5
- . * Labrador ce-hju- " 5
\ Cape St. Charles north) . 10,008
4 (from G.R. Traverse, "Seal Report, =
Nevfoundland Region™ 1979: 11), .
i~ A o B
PROTEST E S 2 -
by s -

If is well known that the seal hunt has

becomé a cause celebre for the environmenta

movement. . In the nid-1430"s Dre. H: Lillieand’

. J. Cumninghan made a £1lm stressing the inhumana
5

. P . A
aspects of the killing (Pimlott, 1966). 1In

. ¥ ¢
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1955, Dr. David Sargeant, a Department of.Fisheries

biologist, also stated he was not satisfied with
“the k{1ling methods and Feonmenasd improveients
(Lamson, 1979‘. In 1§so a well known Newfoundland
vriter and naturalist, Harold Horwood, published

‘an article in the March-April {ssue of Capadian  —

Audubon entitled "Tragedy on the Whelping Ice”

§e vividly desgribed cthe decline of the seal herds
and’ dincusled r.he ‘humane nspects of the kill.

. Various ptovinclul Socieuea for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals, ochu hqmane organzutiuns, '
and ‘the Canadian’ Audubon pclety sent’ ohse;vete

‘to the hunt throughout the late 1950's nnd tha
1960's. ‘They ratsed seMous questions about Qhe .
conduct and size nf the hunt (Piplott, 1966\snd 1967).

Most of this early concern was direc:ed at

8 * N
the Gulf. hunt off the Magdalep Islands,where- in.

addition to ships, light @rcraft were used A

exteasivély after'1962 tq ferry seilers out tosthe.

ice and :ecu:n the pelts to shore. Much of the

liz\eu:ute abGut the Gulf pune dutlng this period

;1&'. the impression that this was a umu-

-'phlznrd opn.uou condu‘d in haste and often

hy 1nuperlenced men. Thtl r:onttunu with the
»
[
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: &
hunt at the Front off southern Labrador, where :

. experienced uezgundun'd crews worked from ships %
. . under the scrutinynof their captains and other -
responsible officers. )
'Grol.xps such as the, Cangdian Auddbon Society
pushed: for a much more stringently regulated hunt - * m
:ii’to,qgh the 1960's. They were primarily concerned
that far too many“eals were being taken and that ™
the herds would soon be depleted unless strict

quotas were enforc

They did not however,

@ ivocate the abolition of sealing.

The Canadian Audubon Society was codvinced that

: \
nearly all the seaks were ktlled in & humine

fashion, especially after regulation hardwdod

———-g -—-—-— - = -- bats were prescribed-in the 1967 sealing regvu:iona
X . i

and fisheries enforcement officers monitored \the

seal killing. Of greater concern to them was

’ public acceptance of\clubbing seals.* e \
The thought of a c1fb being used is
~ revolting to a large segment of
N society ‘and for that, 1if for no
4 other reason, it should be discontinued.
¥ P 1f it is not, it is going to be very *,
B difficult to manage the sealing in
: ~ . . ! the Gulf of St. Lawrence on a

rational basis (Pimlott, 1967). .

. “Inevitably, the gruesomeness of the seal




-.of the mempgrs of the £

uluvgh:er‘a:tuctad activists who continue ‘r_o’
fight ' for the total abolition of sdbling on. the
grounds that it 1s a barbaric and ‘inhumane activity.
In 1964 Radio Canada diun¥esioned Artek Films
to shoot footage of the Magdalen Islands. hunt.
The film showed seals being skinned Al;ve and
raised 2 great deal of pyblic indignation. One
e ol s
identified as a "sealer" sk:nning a live i:u‘p,:
and a lecui uéh‘emun adx;xi:ted «in a sworn’ state-,
ment that he had been paid to skin a MV adult
seal Eor the camera (Pimlct:, 1967: 57). L
Afte\r_"pub'lipatimi of the Artek film the

abolition™Wovement contihued to gfow, primarily

_ ‘through th¥ efforts of Peter Lust, a journalist

for the Montreal Star, and Brian Davies, a

Welsh born director of the New Brunswick
S.P.C.A. Lust wrote an article, "Murder Island", - &
for the Star which was widely reprinted in '

European newspapers in 1964. He also produced

a book, 'The Last Seal Pup, published in 1967.\

Davies began his career as a seal protester, while

Y d : /2
an empfhyee. of the New Brunswick S.P.C.A., but . .

*
vas fired and subsequantly started his own




anti-sealing group. = .
Durlng the 1970's and into the 1980's, a
constinrabls veden e protest_against the seal
- hunt has been raised by environmental groups who
still consider it to be both—unnecessarily cruel § .
% ahd ecologically dangerous. The_grctester::,
particularly the Greenpeace Foundation and . S e
Davies' group, the International Fund for Antmal ;
Welfare, seek to stop the hunt by bringing .. X
world attention to {t through a massive publicity
campaign. Reaction to this protest in Nev_goundlnndl
. has heightened awareness of the hunt_as a c‘-u-t»_uul
event. This is supported by the institutional
structure of the provincg. The goverament, churches
.and schon{s huve'proma:‘g*lt against uu:uilde
s+ . opposition as an economicaixy necessary. and culturally
Al valuable endeavour. The publicity created by the
pratest and counter protest has given new ‘llfe to
' the cul’t‘uul}‘y symbolic side of the hunt, which '
‘hld‘vu‘n‘ed since :na'a‘peuu_gn was ‘made less :&g&y ’
and more comfortable after World War II. This Cow
resurgence of nlunue'tn:eru:_(n the hunt coincided : -

/ *  with the onset of an increased awareness of a

Newfoundland identity amongst the general population. -
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The traditicial ecumenical Blessing of the
Sealing Fleet,ithe "sealers sendoff" was resurrected

in 1978 in'response to the prt::est. In the same
yeat,v"éhe Newfoundland govern:nyn: held preas
conferences across North America and Europe ato
preftnt the Newféundland side of the sealing

issue. . The Mummers Troupe, a St. .;ohn's based
theatre ::Vor.npuny go;lred Canads with their pmoduction
of "They Club Seals, Don't ’.\'hey?"‘-‘-a hufmouroffs but
pnnnlonlgz_(‘efe_nce of sealing and the outport
heritage. In 1978, former sealer Raymond Ellfot .

joined Brian Davies' campaign against the seal

hunt and was regarded as a traitor by a large
. X »

aumbgg of the Newfoundland public. The sealers
however, saw him more as an oddity than a threat.
In 1979, "Codpeace", an hilarious parody of
Greenpeace. formed by members of the St. John'g
elite, delighted audlences across the island
with the e;{plo'u'n of -"Cuddles", the cute baby
codfish puréued by the rapacious MErich von Harp

Seal", Tjere arose at the same time a groundswell

"of public support fof the sefl hunt through poetry, g

. song and public- expression (Lamson, 1979).

Sealing ll\.:lgnrly recognized and promoted as a

-




cultural activity having important symbolic meaning
to the province.
i The protest, which began in earnest in the
latter part of the 1960's, reawaKeaed interest
in the hunt in part because it is seen as a direct
¥ taterference with the prevailing céltural idenl\,
which 1s to promote the rural life styla as a # =

valued part of Newfoundland's heritage. 'The protest
Y 3 ek

& =4 J_a""rthem" against "us", a AEEect Antruslon v wiben
values that clash with rural traditions. 1t bums
vy p various’co'mplnnu. Newfoundlangers have about
the intrusion of mainland cultural values.
The protesters try o unge:plny this cultural
\ aspect of sealing--something they are not prepared

to deal with.. They prefer to argue that since the

'seal hunt added only about §5,500,000 to the total
economy of the province, in 1978 (Which is only

0.2 of the Gross Provincial Product) it campot

have a clainm as a important or vital) part of the'

P economy (figures provided by Gr‘ee'lmlce)..v The . - j
sealers are led to believe at the outside ‘

world thinks of the hunt inknemic terms, and

they respond to the pYotest And‘ to outsiders by %

arguing that they seal for economic reasops,
! RO pe




because "they need the money".

While it is certainly true that the sealers

’:eed the ‘lnoney, the eccnnmic.a;gument is a present-
ation they give to' outsiders because they believe
thé DutSLiers are baly Literested 4ul FHE RAteELal
#,1ability of the hunt, evidenced by the protest
propagandists who pay scant ‘attention to the sostai
and cultural side of the issue, The fesult is that"

the uulg/riily'nnd personally meaningful aspects

of sealing are rarely discussed except .among .

insiders. To try to explain the inside point ofy’ . @

view to an cutsidgr would be confusing and difficult,
i if not impossible, for the sealers because it has

an expgri%ucial, evnll\la‘tiv‘e meaning. It can

take place only within an "emic" sphere in'which

there has been some shared experience.

The following chapters attempt to convey §

those qualities of the hunt which are important
to the sealers. “Straight forward economic

considerations are important to the sealers, but

8o are the cultural and social dimgnuioné‘. Much

5 - . 3
of what follows is a plrtltivs."uslng the experiences
- : ; ’ ~
of the researcher alongside those of the crew.

'+ Since it 1s, ip part, the intenmsive experience’ of
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the hunt which makes sealing so important to its
participdats, I have attempted to give the reader

a direct sense of this experience.

o




3 .
. CHAPTER 1II
8 phry
“TT T T RITBS OF SPRING
HARBOURSIDE A s

- P
It was 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, March 4, 19]9. -

We were due to sail at 3:00 p.m. The five storey
, ;

parking garage across the stréet began to £111

with some of the nearly five thousand people, who'

’ 3 i
, . Juould come to see the Blessing of the Sealing

Fleet. I was standing on the ship's deck leaning

on the rail, trying to look inconspicuous while

N . watching some men put the finishing touches on

a public address system, which was on a makeshift

< wooden stage nearby. -
. A man wielding an expensive looking camera
asked if I was a sealer. I hesitated, wondering
i - whether I sho¥id say*I was a sealer or an anthro-
pology stddent) then told him I was a sealer. %
, "Do you mind 1f I take some p)i.ctuteu’l"
! ! "No." He took the picture. - S '

I felt self-conscious and anxious to im

underway, out of the harbour and away from the

confusion., A tall, gaunt, middle aged man stumbled

. . . \
toward me. In contrast to the clean blue parka

the camera man was wearing, this man had on a

53 : i L]
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dirty, ragged jacket, also bll.'ue. The bright yellow
licence®badge on his n:::e're(z;';:qumg cap ident-
ified him as a-sealer. He put his unshaven, g
whiskey smelling f;ce too close to miné., "You
g'oin' on this one?" i ¥ o~

"Yeah, I think so‘v.J‘ .
"Well, so am I b'y. She's a good ship, this
one ain't she?" .
) "Yeah, I guea(\s. f"’,"'i 1 a‘tummeted, iaelin’g
apprehensive about spefding a month in close
uarters, with, and being accepted by, such men.
For a moment I .wished I.had stayed within the
- EEELEEFELS wodb of the uaiversity. .

Later I would learn to appreclate a gentle
side of this man who would save my life in a few
days :ime‘ ’ ) u

I broke away from my new acquaintance and
saw a young man leaning on the ship's rail, looking
‘as confused .and concerned as I felt. _'Billy’ and
I'istroduced ourselves. He explained he Had been

given a berth oaly a few days. before. '“"I've been

& - Y o
- dredming about this éver since Christmas,” he v 1

satd. " haven't -been able to sleep at.night
for thinking about going to the ice." He told

P
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me he had decided to go sealing at Christmas and

had informed hid mother he was going. She had /
told him to put the matter out of his mind, but
ne‘usz‘ued and u’x;/he,was going anyway. His
father had been out 8ix springs and he wanted to
see what it was like. He waved to his mother

“and -1;:::- on the dockside and th‘ey came ove

to anxiously wish him a safe trip. He fishes on
hi's“fnther's trap boat,:one of the inshore fisher-'

men based in St.: John's. . s \

The master of ceremonies tested the micro-’
phone, thed started to announce the béginning of
the ceremony. By this time all the dignitaries
ke esibled o e podium, including the
provincial Premier, decked out in a full ler;gch
sealskin coat; the leaders of opposition parties;
the mayor; tWe'head of the f'deral fisheries
department for che’ adea, representing the Minister

of Fisheries; the’ leader of the Newfoundland Fish,
Food ,and Allied Workers Union (the fishermen's
union); and ntn:’&:ar, and pz;e}:s'nprenenung the
major denominations, in the province. The Salvation
* Arpy Band unrmaq up beside t}’-e makauhikt stage.

The service began with a prayer for those
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men who "have gone down to the sea in ships, but

- " have not returmed." The clergy took turns giving
their pesué'es, which spoke of man's relationship
B with the sea and of the dangers inherent in seafaring.
k The band struck the hymn, "Eternal Pather, Strong
to Save" and the crowd sap“along, reading from
. - the léaflets’ that had been passed out. one of the
sealing captains spoke on behalf of. theém all,

4 thanking the .crowd,. the clergy. and the Bgard of ..

Trade for making the ceremony such a success.
Asltha ceremony was ending, the band started to
play "Ode to Newfoundland", the fotrmer national
and now provincial anthem, while the city churches
began ringing their bells in tribute. Immediately
the anthem was interrupted.
= ) From vhere I was standing I could only see

excited vmovement near the podium. Then a ;ﬂlﬂ
I recognized as a Greenpeace protester hurried
toward the edge of the dock and jumped into the .
barbous between the steras of the Eour ships
directly behind the p‘od‘ium. He was wearing u’
diver's wet suit underneath street clothes and

2 K}; flailed about in the water, presumably trying to .

Whain himself to the rudder of one of the ships.
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% nearly the same time, amidst the confusion, .
a woman chained herself to the rail of our ship
near the top of the gangway and a young man chained
himself to the rigging on our foredeck:-&he
Coast Gtard soon appaa;ad in a ru,m‘: boat and
tried to get the man out of the water. Two other
small boats, powgred by outboard.engines and
beartng.greenpeace insignia suddenly started
r:u':e-ning arnunhthe—huﬂ:ou\nt high speed.
The chief eagineer got Backsav from the
engine room and atarted to saw the chains jhtch
held the voman to the ship, but quickly gave up
“When someone produced a sledge hammer. Then he
turned his attention té the man on the: fotedecL
—and while two sealers held the prgtester he
hammered—off—the chaéns, smiling and passing
comments with each swing. "What do you say,
maybe we ought to leave this guy here for a week, Y
eh?" 'The young man did not Fe_ui’s: and kept a tight

.expression on his face as the chains were battered
away. s = e =
; i . \S\
Soon the captain chme aboard and took the
sledge _Immur to.the -girl's chains which hg quickly

battered off, and gave her his bodt in the seat

L ;/’
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_of the pants as he marched her down the gangway.

There are conflicting reports about the crowd's

reaction to’ the incident.. Some ‘say they were

yelling, "kill them, K1ll them

although 1 did °
not hear it. It was a frightening, emotionally
chayged mass scene and I'could not be sure of
‘what was going on-in all places. The crowd was
excited and pushy and each new effort by the
protesters made the throng of people surge toward
“the action, cvlange.rously close to’ the water.
‘Eventually the pSlice and crew members got
the protesters out of the way and one by one ships
left the waterfront. Greenpeace rubber boats
continued to buzz around the harbour at top Speed,
symbolically trying to stop the fleet by racing
past the bows of the spips. . o A ]
We were the last ship to leave. Much of the
excitement on @hore had died down and friends
and famil(es!vn‘ved good-bye to the men. As we
‘Aclur‘eé‘ehm harbour entrance at about 4:00 p.m.
we saw ‘there were peopl‘e standing on th.e rocks,
ch¥ering and vaving. I was on deck, still feeling
aEvOGEs BUL HaPPY - undegvay. T
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UNDERWAY . .

. When a ship leaves harbour it leaves behind

more than the land. Land bouad social referents .
age replaced for-the time batug by an aiready v
pfxcn‘bed struccure bof relations. The nonber oE",

social possibiligies is L;-usd both by the numblr .
of men on the ship and by the authority -:xucmre :
-ba‘u;. Tha :onfn-ionl of nh‘te lﬁa vith many’ . ¥

~ of its commitments, fall nvny as do(h: st nuu A

'whith'prnducu them. A ship bacmnal a haven 1n

" which the soéial and spatial boundaries aré

3 = v -
bagidly defined and usually familiar. ‘1t provides v

all, 14 lult-hing‘ unit in which r.u-u.m'\-

" ‘stiips are s

plified and comfortisg. Matters

in’ and of the .Mp are all that are hnedlLelL__’__ "

important, and vhvue Ehe men may think of shore,

.their interaction vuh n hassbeen suspeaded. ‘It .~ : <t

¢ ."u both physically and plycl\plog!cllly refruhing

to hll the ship 1ift to the first ocean -vell. *

Iha =hut'ans£uur told me shortly afferym) - -§
. Vi - . ~ *
- ‘leaving ‘Port that there was a berth avaiisble for®

& me in the Enrﬂlrd lnctjan with tha sealers, so I

< " . picked up my r and stumbled juou the rnck!ng o
N ”

. - N . - Lo




" "Just do % you' re told und you'll be alright,"

' | BN

bow of the ship. I found one empty busk in a four
man cabin. The three others were obviously occupied.
The room measured about two and - half by three
metres. It was dark, stuffy and hot, and smelled -
of wet wool and stale sweat. A quick 1nok. nt‘the

| -
one small porthole assuréd r'le the vent!l;sim:\vould

" hnever be adequate. My bunk was the same as the others:

i -
narrow, almost two metres lvns.ﬁinb a dirty foam

Flﬂt!l.‘e!ﬂ.. The, Ja;l} ‘next to the bunk was Acol-d and

" damp.’' It''was the bulkhead next to the forward hold

. and "dondensation had made yellow stains that looked

like urine, 1 p').unkgd uyeveg GRib aw i ElaTe

m’:d sat to have a cigarette und pgnder ly situation.
sl young man in his early tvou:l_g‘ occupying

the bunk above mine p(;ked his head over the sidef

and ukgd 1n a matter of fact vly, who I was and

vhether this w

my first trip. 1 told hl- my name .
and admitted to being a "green- mnd" He said
it wu his :hua‘ ulp lnd ne-ed ‘pleased to he

nbla :o offcr -dvtco’u an experienced man.

he u!.d, We then got into a conversation lbout

the protest.’ He said he' thought freenpeace, (vhose

name has become a fag for all protesters) would
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¥ .

Mwin®, although he did,not elsborate on the reasons 5 i
2 -he thought they would do so. He said he did not
think there would be a seal. hunt after the one we
were on. 1 asked'why he thought this and his oaly
ansver was "they'll win". Then he vedt on: "We should
-just go out there .gnd kill all the seals if that's
what they're going to do. What difference does it -~
make?. .Take all the bitches, everything. -Fuck 'em." - o
1 :wishgd for the moment I hadn't}he‘urd Victor's | .
- atatements. My rathef weak reply to him wag that’ v
perhaps it would be g;od to save some of the seals .
for posterity. He replied \nh something like,
"Well, vhat good are they Lf you can't kil them?"
I shrugged and said I couldn't’ answbr him. . '
* It took us eight days to.find the harp seal

breeding patch. During that time the twenty sealers
ol \d

transformdd themselves from a group of ordimary :
workers, half gf whom did not knoy each other,
fato a cohesive unit, a crew vhick could work well - 'y
with a minimum of supervision and vas sble to

integrate beginners inta the fold of intracrew .

o & * -
rapport. This h & quite 1>’1 adl
C
3 11y. . o]
' natyrally. Y . ‘i .
. ys

The men spent‘much of the first two
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just getting familiar with each other and the ship.
We lay around in t};e bunks or stood silently in
the vheelhcune, watching as.the captain experr_ly
manoeuvred his ship through the vnst whtta ocenn .
of ice. We encountered "slnb", or loosely |\ncked
ice ‘shortly after leaving St. John's and starting
ner/:huud. We would rarely see open watef: for Ehe
next m_onth, and then only in small ice locked

lakes or gaps in the ‘ice cover.

wITiATIoN o L
Patferns in crév relations spon began to _—

develops The.young men on their first trip teamed

up with older experienced men and between them "

:hs_:e developed a specinl\ kind of relacionship.

The expérienced Hand became a sort of patron-

initiator to the newgomer, gonhng. naking him

the butt of jokes, uu:: and giving favoursyfor

things big and small. Several cases ofg this

sort of relationship develoged, each Vvarying in’

intensity and and importan The’ youpger and less

i
experienced~the neophyte, e more important :he
relationship became. he most intense and obvious

play between initiator and ‘neophy:e grew between .

8 4
Billy and T
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: . .Isaac was as physically tough.a man as I had g
‘ ever met. He had dan enormous amount of energy
which one aight almost call hyperactivity. He
, could stay awake, joking ard telling stories ﬁ'g
. . after most of the other men had given in and
gone o ;1e=p. Then he would be the £irst man out
of the bunk in the morning and would put in am /= |
ektricEddnaty) SReiEE 60 SOEK.LE EhE daY. k
Isaac had been sealing forYfifteen years Asnd
\ . this wvas his sixth spring. aboard our'ship. He
quickly fnstalled himself as ship's,.eloun and )
. boasted incessantly about his expll;zits on other *
¢ shipa. He wasepartigularly. proud of working on the '
"old'Kyle", one of the last coal fifled steamers to
‘“.take part in the seal hunt. The mgv soon took on
l S \ Bythical proportions. Isaac told of carrying coal .
“+’all night after working on the ice all day, of
contests where men would skin thirteen seals ip one \

- hour, and'of meniwho could skin three seals in three
» minutes. o
/ >

7 These stories, or "cuffers" (Faris, 1972:144) may

4 stretch the truth somewhat (Isaac often seems ' _ ¢

to take some artistic licence with his tales);

+ . - but'l never cayght hid in a bald’ faced .lie,

. .
¢ and sometimes the far-fetehed stories came .
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_. up truthful. But true gr not, the storles did
have an effect op Billy, who prowided Isaac a

§ rapt audience.
Billy was an eas§ targac for Iasasc's Joking. \/\7
He looked _r.he part of the green hand; strong
i but chubby-_nn’d without much of -a beaff on his chin.
5 He 'had 1ied about his &ge to get his berth. \gealers

must be at least nineteen--Billy's nineteenth

birthday would come aboyt halfway throygh the trip.

. . It was a fact he let eve a% know, but at the same

- . time he was desperately uf_ idithe captain uuwld -
Find lours Re 48 & energetic young man, fond of
Joking 35: also capahle of taking his work serioualy.
He was bolstered with pride at having been chosen

to be a member of the seuling crew‘ and uometim'es b
. . expressed an enthusiasm that Isaac k‘neq was ’
4. . u:nurranted. o B ‘
<Isaa<;’ would often sit in his bunk while other -
: men, cabin mates or men just looking to pan sope® ‘)
:1m=, lazed nbout the room. In the cramped qu-r:;an &
) there was not much privacy for anyone. Isaac llnglad " . B
‘out Billy as his foil for the most dradatic stories.
: Although nai:har part mention‘ed. nor prob- *
- , ably even recogni:ed 1:, Isaac uu caréfully ¥ -
5 . &
: ‘ s : ' =
- ¥ : R
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puplrtng Billy £8¢ the :nsk of senl!.ng, and in

a more general sense he was 1n1:u:1ng\:<zm into a
fraternity of manhood. 1Isaac's, stories and jokes
uguniy' revolved around themes of sealing, work,

and sex. -

They were j%\riul encounters, with men guffawing

at :I:e younﬁ man's embarrassment. Billy took it

in gao'a fun. . The message was given within a

Jjoking lituation. but it was nonetheless Jerxoun

in intent, meant to piovide Billy with the emotional
equ‘i’pment Hecissity o cuuyv_aur; his task, .as '\
a sealer’anid<to Tntegrate iin us’s Full wembars

of the crew. If he;“puud his tests well, by

showing he could take Isaac's vepbal abuse and

.eventually respond in turn, and more importantly,

1 -~

1f he was able to work well on tﬁ{ 1ice, he would
be admitted to the fraternity as a full meml;u-.
In this capacity he would hive a more uetiausg sef

of obligations to uphold, and would consequently

By

be taken more seriously. o O

Isaac would chide Billy about h!:-.uexuu'l
inexperience, then invite him :? his home town
whn“e tha‘ local vvoma’n‘ would quickly relieve him of

his innocence.™Me would tell Billy that although




really know
.

he was a fisherman, men from St. John's didn't

w_ to fish, that life in St. John's
was easy, /designed for boys and soft skinned men.

The "regl life" he said was to be found in the

(rural ‘people) and "townies" (St..John's. =
Tesfidents) vhich finds g_rQaz expression on lavatory
walls at the university and other’public facilities.
The .dialogue which follows is a recan-érucuon
the conversations batween Isaac: and Buly r.lm;
‘took place during the time the ship wvas Anrching
for seals. ' : )
" "Hey Billy, listen up now while I _':'e_ué you
a story. Did you ever sge an old dog hood? No,
I dare say zo;niea don‘lr.r see much ex:a}:c the .inside
of lacy panties.: |H=11 "later on when you got a

dog hood éms.ln .f:el your, pecker you'll kdow
i
L

what u;lnpkn 1ike.

. "I seen a dog come alive on deck once, right

‘when ve was skinnta' it.. One of the biggest %

=,/
I.ever seen, it must have weighed over half a ton.
That was on the old Kyles He had ‘two bullet holes

right in the head and we all thought he was dead.

/Il

He layed there a little while, and then ju
S
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we was puttin' our knives tQim he reached up and B

. . near bit the arm off the guy that was startin'

. - to skin 'im. Lord Jesus! u{e\h\hz started chasin'
all the men aroung the deck! And see, there's
" ot much o do with a dog hood but shoot him.
He blows up his hood on top of his head with
air and it's just like } big legther ball. You
'clgh“ him all you want and you can't hurt him.
I tell you, there was. some men jumpin' around that _
T . deck. S ' : .
' "Think you could manage one iike that,
Bi1ly?" He gave admonishments nét to turn one's
back on the breathing holes, "Or the. biteh will

come right after your balls. That's what they

% go for you know, just like they knew."

; " -
But not dll Issac's stories were”meant to

: impress “in the same’way. \Isaac also tried to ‘steel

Billy emotionally for the task of killing white-
& ‘/cea'tl. ® ' . -
"I got me "odtipus" (hakapik) all picked
out, gonna kl;ock all them little seals right on_ -
the ‘head," Billy JokEd while dancing around pr&tendlng

" he vnflubblng seals. * 3

"Yau, and 1 daresay ynu'll’:e puking all o’ver




the place and callin' for your mother," Isaac broke

a
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in. "It's not so easy as that. Wait until you've

got to skin your first ome, and the blood gets ¥ [

in your eyes._ And then when you cut open his belly
and see all that, mo:);er'a milk flowin' all over.
4 ddresay you'll probably start cryin'! The milk
I; right pink you know--it's that rich. And those
whitecoats grow about seven pounds a day., Now
if you tied a‘ ur'ing around av whitecoat's neck
at night, just loosely you know, then come baek
in the morning, he'll be. strangling to death.”

“Avw, I'11 be alright. I'm a.man. I can

do those things,” Billy boasted, with an impish Py

look on his fgce that told everyome he did not really
believe himself. :
"A man? Lord Jesus! Did you hear'that? ‘Nar .

- a whisker on his chin and fat like a little whitecoats

and he says he's a man! You've got a few things

e

:3 learn first, my son." ¢
One evening, after a particularly vicious
attack, Isaac called me into his cabin after

Billy had left, "We really think the world-of him,

ym\ kno,w," he told me earnestly. "There's no sense

coming out Here to hate anyone.' We wouldn't go K
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8o hard on him 4f wé didn't like him.", The other
two men in their bunks nodded in agreement. ® *
"He's okay," theydmiled. . ~

5 Billy realized the other mwn thought highly

of him and responded t¢ their attention by frequen

making himself available for their teasing. The
mere fact that the men took time tc tease him
enhanced his status. and made him feel he was well
liked. Because he knew he was.well liked and knew
‘:he &ther men r_h;mghg he had promise as a good
sealer, he alsa_knew he would be under pressure ,
to put.in a good performance on th”e ‘icé if he
was going to maintain and build their respect
. further. He was aware that while he was passing
his tests on board ship thus far, his £inal exanm
vould be to prove his ability to survive and dis-
11{3(::“ a very different set of obligations in )
a humourless, poun:uwy\ dendly serious effort.
* One, evening Biﬁy came 1n:o$*z cabin, vhich .

was directly across the hallwvay from Isaac's.

"Hide me, hide me!" he blurted in his usual

rambunctious waAy. I€ was an dxcuse to come and

talk with ul.' He explained ‘that he needed a ¥

 respite from Isaac's taunts, and soon he and Victor
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got into a more subdued conversation about killing
whitecoats and the. expectations others would haye
of him. Victor repeated thé advice he hfd given e
"Just da - you're told and follow what the others
are doing and you'll be alright."

Billy worried about the captain.’ "Does’he
watch you all the time?"

© "Well, not vhen you're on the ice, he's too

far away for that. But whoever is your master
watch, he'll know what you're dofng." -~ .

"It's not r?ﬂiy s0 hard to kill a baby seal
as lgaac says it is, is 1t?"

"Oh, it"s mighty hard until you ‘get used to

"4t. It's not easy. They bawl judt like a baby.

Oh, I don't 1like that. I gives the bawlin' ones a
smack right away."

Victor was.much closer to, being Billy's peer
than the older men. He was only three years older
and had been to the ice two pr‘evlouu springs. He
did not have éh: authority to place Billy into a
completely subordinate position as he was u;o close
to that position himself. But he rH.:d lpFlk to him
in patronizing tones, as a superior to an underling.

Victor had successfully passed the test that Billy -

¢




‘was now being put to. He was an initiate. '_nia -
opiriions wvere taken seriously because others knew
they were based on experdence. But he was not

an elder, 80 to speak, as vere Isaac and a f&w
others. ) .

STAGES OF EXPERIENCE

. Roughly speaking the sealers might be plated
in chtu levels of experience- neophyte, initiate
and elder.’  The neophytes are like Billy--ngking
i:h:ir first' trip, uuuully‘yoilx\lg_, naive and apprehen-
sive about what demands will be mede. of them. '
They want to be full fledged membeds of the crew,
but cannot be. They want to impress but are
either unsure about how to do’ it or try to make
up for lack of experience vith a ne:-vou- enthusiasn,
They must learn quickly. The poten:;.al payoff i

for the neophyte comes in'an increased sénse of
nanliness and naturity 1f he is able to dispatch -
his duties’Wwéll, because he Wwill know he has passed

e ¥ g

- Many, authois have written extensively
-han: rﬁa- of passage and renewal, most 4

- notably Arnold van. Gennep (1908--translation:
1960) -and Victor Turner (1969). These stages
of expnhncu bear resemblance to-classic
categories but do not attempt to parallel or
.be shown as equtvulann :o them. &
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dn important test of manhood. And even 1f he A
does no‘: pass the test with honours he will likely

gain the praise of ramuy and ‘friends simply

. for. having had ihe experience. After all, only

a few f“ on the_ship will kdow yhether he has

' B B
meuu.ud up to expectationsy The ncg/phy!e himself
may not even be sure 1f he has uuaured up . ‘But
he will have.s fair ldea. FPive of the twenty

seulen could be called neophytes.”

N

The initiates are men Hho have bun ‘sealing

before. Host of then, hnve h%p the whitecoat
s i v

hunt,. but three were experience andsmen who ,

were ‘on the ships: for che uts: :lme. They might

be in their en—ly :uu\'txe- or late :hlrtx'eu. a)

'l'hzy understand their wvork und hwe zoniidenu >

in their ubill:tes. ‘They haye yroved themselves

able workers on past voyag or they would not

have been asked out again and they realize they

_ have certain expectations’to uphnld. There vere™

elsven ini:iuel on the uhtp und they !orned

!he core of :he vo*lng crev.

The elders are men of lomg experiences Host

of#hen have been lnllna ten springs or more.

3
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_ positicns-

and Norman'. 'l'li'ey ranged ln age from lb‘our. fox:ty to
ilft’yvllx ylltl of,lge. They have.a ra.pect fnr

one -nothet‘hut do :et develoe clcsa'bondo amongst
:hnﬁ,&ve- as" I:h‘ey do_with some of the y;;unger
‘nen. They take 1ud1ng rulu. 'l‘hcy can tease
and Jjoke and step outside :heir lu:horitniva -
positiog, buts in serloul‘ matters their npinlon! %
are .[vayl given credence,. because other men
u:ognize and Acknovledge thel: axpatienca.«
3 Nanun shared the cabin I:al in. He is

L
a knovledgeable man of’ about forty, and g bachelor.

He comes- from a m-n uutpcr: on vchE nurth east
‘e

t where ‘he utul lives with his h:her and

ers when he is home.’ “He has very litele

fornl eduuuon and has spent all of; his worklng
3
11[¢ as a seaman or- Eilhern-n. He ofSen works on

hip- as a ‘lack\und vllen it does charter work.

Althon;h as deckhand lu holds one of the lowest

bon‘d he ﬂ ofx'a o?t‘he captain's
'-oi;'v'qlu-d and trusted emplo i."- 1 Vn‘ hegrd
" huav crev nnbar say of him, "'l‘lu old man
do-In't uka !n 80 ‘anyvhere without Norman. Not
(1! hQ cln help it."" Ho is u lkilled and. pbservant
man vho. dupi:o M.l low pn-l:tnn. !Sndl M\nnlf‘

(
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vvulv’d for his depth af exp:rlence and his villing-

«~

ness to pnu this on in the fomu of ndvine and |

fuvonrs.‘ He became my patron-initiator.
p 3

¥ DECK' WORK . L S L

It was the third day out from st Jon's. In

i
the morning we rigged :he ‘whipline cahlek\mking sure

. they could run freely over each *side with a minimum

- 9: b‘ther. We algp made the sidesticks and llddera.

timbers that would be hm‘ over ide of the uhlp
80 we could:cram’b’le aboard from the 1ce. It was
a- very cold day‘,r with an icy wind that cut through

even heavy clothing. Isaac churl”uis:lcllly

. did much of the carpentry work withdut TRloves or

hat. ‘The]wrk started shorply after breakfast
and uln‘ntl but fll\.llhtd. in ti:ue for th‘ noon vma;]‘..‘
The n;uc‘ itmln;g chatactetiuic of this vo‘rk ;
was the way everyone pltch‘ in :o do 1it. !ndeed,
the)’mlr.e .was kept quite busy r.elli.ng the men to
lay ofE.‘ 00 many many men were getting .in the
way of others. It was whtar‘n that kapé-,up for
ﬁ::‘-uhq'ly of the trlp.‘ Except ;rhiie lctunily’
sealing,. vhen l:hu;.vu more than enough work, *
tasks were often .mef with too many eager h!‘dl. Y
A -1:;:1- explanation ‘for this may be that the ship

. =¥
o Sy .
T T Wl

N S e T
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LT _was designed to be operated with a much'smaller e
ST . complegent of men (about twelve) and with the e

. . 5 A s :

additional tweénty sealers. there was an over supply

¥ § . of muscles aching for a workout. But there was

g o something extra 4in the feryour with which the men
g

~e y sought to work. At 10:30 a.m. or so-some of the

1 . ‘men took their regular coffee break, but-most worked A
; right ‘through, ignoring the chance to warm their 1
. 1w s 7

skins ‘and innards.. : % 7

i * A more complex, -lbzgt speculative e;pllnntlox{ o 2
: 2 3 B o

v ® would be that the attitude the' men displayed toward
2 " this work.-showed something fundamental about the

\ s | hutald the men's Felationship”to it. To be a

\ : + sealer 1s to-work very hard., To work hard is
” b Mgitn recognition from your fellows as belng a valu- \

\-bla par-on. In this ell male co-pny. to be a good

vorkn &nd a vuulbh penon ‘s to be a ‘ﬂ In

o - thi- v-y then, the -tutude f.owud uork reflects-

an affirmation of magliness. The yougs men wapt to / N
* : !.lprul the older men with their lhulty, and thu .

wf y " older men Mant to confirm to :hauulvol lnd o:han

. that tluy are,still as able to work as strong, - ‘

youag men. The result {n this case is thac Billy R
e o) L
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'/'3 : do, more often gettdgmgwr in the way than being of any

- * help whille 'Isaic shows off his toughness by taking
it all like a Summer hol day. To each his a€tions

@ are esun:inl for to. com Qx: about the cold or 5

[ to -1t in the comfort of the mess is to deny .
ol - manliness. "“ i 1 P A
After dinner ve cleaned ug the deck. Some
of the men went to their bunks, more wandéred up
to the wheelhouse. The mate now stood in the
V. "barrel™ or "crow!s ngst" atop “the main mast,
searching for' leads in the ice, weak places,or . B
open water .:rhe{a' he thnughtrt%ﬁuhip con;.d push
through. He waved to the ;:nptﬂir; and pointed
T “ ' with bis arms the dlrecvtian he chou;ht we should

P head. We vere now at the front of :he convoy . .

of uhﬁm r.lur. had left St. Jolm u hagbour, but

there were on!.y four ofy ' Dnn ship devcloped

,engine trouble 'aarly and had droppcd far behlnq.

Tha chief engineer and the mate had zrled to

rlg up a ulgnpfmne at .the .top of the mut. 80 [hnt

the mate could btaldcut his directions to thl
" _‘ wheelhouse,: hut lec with'only uodnnu luchl- . . - B
] t\quhlly A

by the' radar 'fk hus far on the vquo..u"und

) \ . Thqa -one of the neophytes, who Iu




to the clptu‘n he might * able r.u\fix up a radio
between the n{nt and wheelhouse. He apd. the chief/
put togethu a small two-way udi’o system in short
ordet; the n phyta volumteered to take the mobile ”
part up t 4 jate. g »
Climbing the mast can be a particularly fright-
ening ex‘periznce'when the ship is underway’ :)ld J
hands like the mate have been up lnddbwn\u? many

masts in a 1i£et£me that it almost seemed they wue-

born in a barrel, but the first time is not easy.

The young man ampered upvthe first leg of the
o .(E!ﬁ\m ' .
climb quickly, 't ade th»e‘miuclka of looking

o down to the decky He hesirated, only for a .

~mol‘:ant, thep braced himself for the steeper lclimb

to the ‘top. h {Leu, ‘he's got no fear,'" the <t
captain -nnou"vad. ‘A n,phyf_e had passed "another
test. - . X ' «

The mate \l qulte con1c11 wi:h his naw found

"cnnunlur.inn. A\though the ayuem worked a!“ci - ‘

_ently -nd brald:ut Muctly into the vheau\ou-e,

‘-m .:hou‘ t he had to project his voice as if ﬁe

1n] ~ditcc:ly to.the deck below.
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LIQuOR i : N
At mld-«{.f::{'noon the capt in ope‘ne:i th‘a':
stores, qhic%n‘e kept in his qnbi‘n below the
wheelhouee. Be sold du‘ty free cigarettes and
cases of !ofcdrink!, and handed out knives, sharp~-
ening steels and gloves to those who naeded them.
4 These items v;re marked in a l@dger and zhalr

-
cnlt plus the cost of the uealer 8 food expenlea

o Wwould be deducted from ghe sealdr's share of

the voyage A:t the end of the trip. He 2lso -gave

) each man a tin.o Eeer. \
- ’I:iquor was\a very scagge éummaéity on the
ship. None of th: kealers bn;ug‘ht any with them
and the captin deled out his reserves’very
. ‘\lpulngly. Thére were ino comptninu about this.
In/;lcz many of the men did not seem excited about
what liquor the‘y did uc‘eive. . Some éomp;rhon
wlll made with other ships,which worked on a dif-
ferent system, giving each man, two d&an beer
at the beginning of the voyage which. v:u supposéd

to last Ili.m until the end. BI{:
4 :

a rule, quor

was rarely a topic of conv-n\iun and Iy:un only-

conlude th‘h this, did nqt occupy an important

:hﬂ(;.c., although a good
v

'

place in the

.

.
T
o
. .
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many of the men, like Isaac, are heavy drinkers

. when op shore. . -
; The aptain rl:ioned out liquor on lpacial

uecnton- which usually n-rked passages of some

-~ sort. It‘ was as 1if he vete trying to symbolically

convey his support for lonuhins we were about
S to embark on, or to llly~"joh well done" at the
= S~

o @ end of somethidg. Thus we received a round of rum

and bedr.the evening before the ealing began,
but ther did not see another drop'until the last
day of the hunt when we :anad for ho-e»an{wéu.
given another--this time a dnub.le-x'oun-d of rum.

' Ily' the time of_ the first round we had had our

~ g
first taste of life .aboard the ship,’ had gotten

workers fairly well. : We were in transition, clu{ng-
e . o, \ Rk
+ing in;n being a roughly assembled group of workers
into a sealing crew. . £ '

-

SHEATH MAKING . 4

. . With the acquisition of knives we started a

ritusl that must be ab old as the seal hunt {taelf.

X “
% 8 "Got to make a 'shathe" for that now, b'y," someone

nld.' The qunrnu soon hqln to resemble the

lidc of a Boy Scout' un:. as men whittled th ’

e used to hufu at sea un}l had come to know our fellow
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L 0§
of v'ﬁd into nhaar_hu for cheir knives. Anordinary

leather sheath'is no goad fnr a sealing knife

¥ \bcr./use it quickly fllls and becomes aclff with
frozen blood. A properly made vood’;n ahalth,

id allows the’

on the other h:nd, 1s leds porous
N @

blood to drain’ away through a small: hole cut Into
the bottom. It should fif the knife-handle
snugly;at thd\top so 1t wjll not fall out when

.the, sealer bends over; and it 'should be thin and 2

lstreamlined, both )fur agpthetic reasons and so
¢1.|: viﬁ not get 1n‘the_!§ul&t'n way. as it dangles
! "" ‘ at his hip. Some of the.older men had sheaths
that might be considered'uorkn wof n-t. Nnréun'u
- © was sipple lnd slendes; made of birch. Il.:lhljd a
loop carved 1nto one a,i.de which fitted 'a specially
made bélt. It was smoothed with ten years of use, . .t
the oil from; thnulunﬂs of seals g!vlng it a rich
1u-tu. The knife v-u of far better quality than Sk
tho(e we had just bean glven. The hard’ steel bllde‘ /
had been hoped to a razor sharp llivar. '.l'he outfit
< was pne of .thbse rare objects that seen to radiate

’ hintury, sxparlancu. even a sense of. power. It

hld an aesthetic 1life of its own. . : '
The eldau patiently -ho\ud the neophytes hov

A )
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. ¥ to make a proper sheath, Norman suggested I try
make one - of the same design as his. He told me
-
to find two pieces of wood, one thin and onme thick.

i was then to trace out the pattern of my knife '

) on’ the thick piece, making ullm{ance f'nr the curve
. of the blade, so the kanife would slide easily »
into place. 1 would chisel nu‘t the blade pattern
Lo Abou:_fivejmul‘lme:rea deag, "so she fits easy,
- but not too loose," and notch the top n‘n both pieces,
#  to £it the .handle precisely. "You want her to fit
__:xx_tl_g', no'l'ydu don't lose her when you‘b;nd ov"e:. . «
- Then you should carve out a wooden Io?p for ym‘xr
belt to go through." He left me to f‘hion vhat
.I'could, " I searched the ship uatil I f’oun‘d a ;cup,
of two-by~four and a piece of eighteen nillimetre ./
uhiphp which I had to saw off. I chlu'ellad
out the centre as instructed, but ‘found I was not
killed enough carver to make ch:iluop for the
belt, so I whittled down the évu-by-iou:. trying
to make it as thin'as pollible.. Than,,; went ‘to ithe
engine room to h-va holn drilledv arwnd the .~

cd;n and made vnoden pegd to ndowal Ehe tvo pleces : : -

tuguh.r. L (I i . :. M

The 1.nu1r.uclon of -Inn:h mlklllg' is'a hu'thu 5
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trial for the neophyte and builds up intracrew

 rapport and solidarity. It gives the older crew

memheru:’nno:her t_.'e.lcome chance to pass on their v
experience and to r‘:emwlidat“e their posfyion as ~
experienced ﬁen, as elfata, in a concrete effort
centred on a specific object. Before I was able
to build ‘the sheath I had to ask Norn;an to show

me hoy; it was done, which, gave him a chance to show

off hig masterwork, and thruu_gh‘thlt the expertise

which he vanted to pass on. I had to ask the mate
where I nigh:'und two pleces of wood that matched
ny descripti‘on. I had to ask the men in the engine
room if they would help me by druling the holu. )

Previou:;'g‘,:!so this 1 had .not had much contact with

————these-men-and the simple act of drilling :he holes

gave an excuné for a not 8o simple+banter and
tour oE "eha engine room, during‘which they tried

to imprena me thnt ‘being an engineer was not an

-easy job, ds l:hey thought e sealers may think.

' Mahy of the initiates also made sheaths,
either because “their old ones were not: good enough
for them," m: because :hey hudy; ‘a nev Knife

and nue_ded a, gheath to fit it These men -tmply

o R =
~ ®and quh‘tly made their lhenthu. only 9ccuionn11y

e K — - —
i .
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’ugcr-cth\_s uttention‘. This is not to say they did P
e . ~ not- have their own pride in their handivork. One o Y B
- map valked across :he deck, “ovingly holding his "
efforts and the cap:ain called down to him, "You'll~
',‘ . want to stain and varnish that one, my son."
But neophytes received the most attention. Nearly
every. tine someone saw me whittling my oversized
* +  two-by-four, they would pass a comment and _judge-

-
ment‘ "You wouldn't need :a worry about drnvni.n‘

\J
Guy--with tl‘ thing around you 7ou '11 never sink!" y

L But more télling are the serious comments lilly

e received regarding -his sheath, for this was one ~.

test he huad minerubly. He was too b playing
tha fool, :tying to impress others with his exuher-
ance to tlke the time to make a proper n)\eath.
De-yite ur;ouu admonishments from Isaac and others
that he would have 4 lot of trouble on u(hlu
without a' good sheath, he -nld he :hought the .>‘

. lnlthat one he hll brought with hin would suffice. \-

Finllly he vas talked lnto _making & wooden ona. ! .

but l:lw result qd'/n wretched concoe:ion of two

rp!.ecal of vood ruughly nailed together and obviously
. N v .

‘in haste. "W.hlt'l that- piece .of junk you got o

. ‘there), Billy?" = . Ceh 3 5 . \/ -




84

"Aw, 1t's good enomgh. : My knife goes into

- it." The sheath was something he could neither
take pride '1:\, nor gain praise.for. It.was a jokey,

. 20 E
‘ - but unlike much of the :jokygf;ehavinur he had . .

participated in thus far, it was a meaningless

. * 7 joke, and not very £unny. T
Once b ¢ hud my Ahanth pegged togethu and

? whittled iato an acceptable} if not elegant, form,

Victor pointed out that I would need to.bind it .

together with some twine.” The wooden pegs alone

N - would not be enough to hold it together. He aﬂed
Harry,, uho was feigning adeeﬂ to gife him some

cotton .twine and ther started to show me how CO x !

. wrap the tidne tightly, using a half hitch on

evéry loop Harry watched intently from his hune
\
1y interrupted the procedure. "Now
no way to tuh a sheath.". He hopped down
4 ) and’ examined it. "What's.he joing to put it on
" E
his belt with?" ‘e 8 \ s ™

"I'm going to. puts nno:her wrap higher up, &
. a -

““and.tie a rope loop into ft.‘ g
Well, if he's going to have a rope loop,
P

. » -
he'd better have two, or the sheath vill swing

+ all over the plice.” Iasked him what ho mesnt.
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oo "Comc here, : ) 11 show you," Harry u&.
u ‘"th: are you going to eie it around your ‘waist
wich?" oy Yoo tew B )
CMAl piece ef ropg, T guass," I replizd. ~

N ; "H.ave you gal: qne?“-auked Buty. AN

.M"You" 11 probably flnd uumething in the star-

v board side locker on deqk‘.' Victor said. "Muke

& . p
1 . outside clothes. Remember, it's gofto ga outside
& 8 :

.your oilskins." oo e
) g -
I found a.leémgth of rope in the port side

YA locker dnd brought ic down.

. . vhlnh would nee: o be uhortened in any case, then
# g held it with hi! thupb ngninlb‘the side of the
sheath, forming it into a loop. . He then passed

;Ghe longer rope through the loop and_put it around

my waist. "Now this is the way Victor wants to do

; 1t," he said. "See, it svings because there's

only one loop to hold it, you'll always be chasing
“the thihs. an; if you ‘put apother loop in ic.

-1on.u1du. it von & -vl;} because you va(gnt :vo

loops rl.hti!" He -ho\ud me his sheath,“which
had :50

oops and a-lgngth of rope

sure it's long enough to go around: you and yIl your

Ey ® 2 Harry Put a tvalve cen:imecre piece of rope, (
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y - through to form a belt. It didn' £ -ving as much.

Victor objecr.ed,' cl.liui.ng thnt once he had ,
o

o A 'fruyed the rope and lllhad it u.ght‘y hh dellgn.

) 2 would not lvlng either. VT “d not want to gat tn€o' -

" the ‘argument and be forced to' take sides, but it/ f
amea " A

. . W . " \
soon became cledr there was no way to avoid, this.
I thought Harry had the: better de-ly;. but T had

L . grown clv-er 20 Victor, Hhon 1 felt would be a

good friu‘d und 1nfonnnt. lln'r“ alept too. much

= L - _ to be Of much canverlatlonl} value, I could only 2
Lo . .cHoose Harry's px.\' at the risk of putting o damper ° 1
3 * ‘ .r‘ on_\my rein:ionshii) Hiéh Victor. Then It had a L”h
¢ ra:a '-:roke of Solonnnic wisdom:. I cut ‘the end 'nf‘l‘_,\ .
7-;._ . '. the. 1uther belt x,u- wearing, bent it into n 5 v\ R
: "sloop and explaiped fhag this would solve the A 4
b ) * prablam. The quther vas wide eno‘ug‘h‘thn{ it Wy : 1

vou!.d pPrevent :ha sheath from swinging; it vvnl\ i«
o w
only one 1dop and would be simple and slim.

Most tnpornh:ly. the solution had come l_Lo'u o

neutral party in the_ d-hnu. ! . / .

-
Harry’ uvnppnd the :vu{c around :he -huzh.

Mnf*bu: Vittor u;‘.-ltnd}hl




s ’vumr suggen:ed I have a loop-spliced um: one. -

end of the rope belt, I agked him to do thtu for

me and he did a masterful job. diarry then suggested
1 melt the ends \af the rope together with a match

i o9 they would not dnravel, Which I did. Everyodels - . n L

el ‘nnnou}‘ _wvas aaved, and :hen it vas supper time. - \

CREW SOLIDARITY z o X % : B g T,
. " -
Lar.et that eventng; as e Bat An our cabin, :

. Victor agked to'sée my kaife. "Lord Jesis! yould . .
Yave tréuble cutting butter with that thing, You'd,
¥ better get someone 'g sharpén it for you. ~Jameu'

is the best." Y s

I had been told by Norman and Victor that o ==
"~ .. g £ £y - -
a sharp knife is éssential for a@nung. and by ¥ s
shup :hey meant an edge us honed and perfect as

a new rnzur, one that vould cut clenn and ut!‘uigh!.

Many of r.he men had James put Ifhe 1nitiul\edge

3 Mg
- , on, :heir new‘knive‘s be:uuse he u\au go good at

it. The blnde needs tn/be thinned down so

subsequent touching up with the sharpening steel

~ 18 quicker and easier. Then the Gutting edge
needs ta be sround until a thin bead of steel
rolls off the opposite side of the blade. This

bead is trimmed off with.a whetstone and the
. . )




,sooner, I'd have done it sooner." X C A
g b
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othar side of the blade is dome the sgme way. N
Jaues walked by the open door to our cabin o
and Victor called him in. I asked him if he would
be kind enopgh to aharpen ny.knife, His answer .
Vi gtven 0N Wieh W SHIGE dnd graventy brogu;
that' I could hardly make out the words, but it was.

_plain ncnethalesa. "Sure bly, if you'd asked me

“,The:e was & simple and honest tone'to ‘this'

o /
statement which -seemed to sum up a p}of’o/und depth’
4n the relationships that the sealers enjoy with

with one another. A unity, a bfethren, a solidarity

~
was aboard the ship and among the men that had

little reference to the outside world.

Obviotsly there are tensions that arfie )
as a result of mfn being crowded together for such
an extended period of. time, but it was surprising

how_infrequently these tensions were expressed

and how little they disrupted the otherwise

excellent relations. the men had with each other.
The emphasis in social relationa was toward le!uening

the exiutlng hiernrchy. Open competition amongst

' the crew was not toleérated. The older sealers

helped' to make the neophytes better sealers while

V
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never asserting themseivedlas men who had more

. 1nf1uen'ce’_ﬂhn(th= others. Nor did one get the
feeling thére were any paver dtrugdhes riding

| beneath the surfaces ‘ )

P L a ‘ -

Experience was ackngwledged only in a.

positive sense.’ Victor could ‘say thatwlJames was
" the best man ‘to sharpen my knife, but he would
never say, "Don't let Harry get near the knife or
he':!.l ruin it." ‘\I_t is true that the neoph;teu

- can come up for ridicdle by the.older uealef!
1f they fail to perform well, but the ridtcale 1
given in a vay that.is meant to help correct
fault by shaming the man into improving his p;zr-
formance,’ and, does not include one-upmanship. )
Thus when Billy did a poor ‘job on his sheath and
the.older mén realized he would have difffculty
on the ice because of it, they tried to shame
him into making & better sheath n;r his‘oun
good. And while they did not hide their
disappointment in him for: this, ‘they Let him"knag
at the same time that e vas still well 1liked by
them. T;ley took a i:z?:;herly, frut:ern_u]'. attitude
which tended to build solidarity amoug the crew.

This fraternization ‘process might be best
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exﬁgep.ed by showing what happens in the rare times
that 1t breaks down. Dne'ﬁan.‘Dayid,'hud set

himself up for ridicule by presenting himself as

an eéxperienced man although he was a neophyte to -

the hunt. He tlatied to ihe that he had been Gut v

sealing zayrggeﬁ yeaie Tatore, withough 1 Have B

" eince learned’ that this was his first trip ever
"He, vas -£rom aﬁ'ou:po:c\ﬂui,yga worked in Toronto
o nedriy eniyenks 1{ various j;bs and liked to  * -

boast about his experiences in the city. One

morntng T had ‘been. helping shift a barrel of

helicopter fuel on the deck. He pushed me -out
of the way and took the barrel himself, explaining
that there was a right way and a wrong wgy F‘o\“ ’
do. these things, intimating that I was not doing

a proper j{»b of it. ) ¥ felt at that mom_e’n: that -~

David would run ifto trouble before the trip

wag out and. on_this e\uen‘ing Isaac confirmed

my' luupicldns.y . < i s Y >

James was a;111‘1n;ch§ cnbin,‘;alking with

Norman, Victor and myself. Isaac .vandered in,

closed the door nn; 1ﬁ£erjec;ed that he thought

David was a liar betause he had told Isaac something

earlier and then had contradicted himself. Perhaps
s
o y
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' Isaac had been wanting a confirmation of his
" suspicions, but he did not get it. James and

“Norman snubbed Isaac by blatgatly dgroring the

commen::and went on with their conversation,’

letting Isaac knau by their stlence .that they, aid

not uish :nanenr more.

The fact that' David was caught in a lie was
probnbly not important. Isnnc wanted to upbraid®

David for.hia shownanship —— dtng

attitude. Although Issac hinself is a cloun asd
& atiowiian, 5 a0 epdaE B TFE /4 (EREEitE ) ‘licence,
to act as he does. Furthermore, Isase's foking
beh;viour. which vincll‘:ded‘qr.oi-y stretching that

night border on being outright lies, tended ta

butld up camaraderie and rapport between the m_a;:'
father than to tear it down. David's shownanship
seemed vdegi‘gne’d.to win personal preuige only

and this wasé not :oleuced hy Iana: or, as I

later found out, by many qf the other men. Isuc
however, was the only fme_.to make, a vocal complaint
during the trip. By co'mplutnlng to the o‘Hara L oe
chat David had been behaving badly, that is,’
:nmg:euing the unnpnken rule that men uhnuld
behave fraternally, Isaac was Jmnktng an attempt




2
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; e ¢ tobring David into line by bringing pressure against

g ” Co
‘this behaviour. But at the same time, James and ' L \
g © . Norman did not appreciate Isaac slurring apother

: ) P) ! E
crew member. Isaac\had brokén the same rule by

“assuming that he had the right to pass judgement

on a, fallﬂw lenler. : W o

LOCATING THE IIBRDS ) & , 5

o .. It was now Hn_iéh‘?‘, five days since we had, left =

St. John's. The convoy of sealing ships had.grown
by four. One banadian ‘ship which sailed out of, .
_ Halifax had joined us two days ‘earlier, and now

" three Norwegian ships joined and were ahead of us,

“ . making a totdl of nime. It 'was.a sunny day but

©o1d; and the ships made an Impresoive sight as
- the convoy made ll:a'iv‘my through the vast white
" wilderness. Predominantly northeasterly winds
" had blown heavy ice against the land, making it

‘ALf£4Cult to steam directly o where we expected .

“to find the seals, 86 the ships made a large-
H : swaep(,ng arc nor:h. outside this heavy ice and :hqn
steamed uouchuast twnrd the coast of southern :

Labrador. By now we were, mlking scattered’ slghclngs

of adult harp seals and’in the evening some of the

.men even saw a whitecoat. The seals seemed to -
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dar'ce as they bobbed up and down in the water, *
VaEehing ‘Gisiousiy or ewisning By ia mroups ok
varying sizes. i
The ship seemed more allve. Men's interests .
vere sparked — gﬁ + the foreign ships, and
nearing our destination.’ At dinner most o the
talk was of the "Nnrvee‘jina". Mahy' of ‘the xper=.
felical sanlers knew SoHathINy o2 EHe PLEEIENY Poves
of the 'Norue’sian vessels and we were told it vas a
inbluatton: of smaller stze and higher horsepover
that made :hem superlor ‘to r.he Cunndian nhlpa for
manoeuvring in the fce. The three Norwegian ‘

ships wi.th us now were twenty or thirty years old

but—tater—we would see—abrand new vessel, the

'}.-n e, which was built at a cost of approximately
ten millinn dollars. t had a seal pelt processing
plant built into it as well as the capnbu;:y'ce
operate as both a purse seiner and trawler when
fishing. 8 . 35 . &
Atsas hdats wang of Ehaswen weuld ge. 6o Ene
wheelhouse for a smol;e and try to catch information
about our poaiticn.nx;;i kthe.prngteu we were making.

The,captain would not tell us very much, But

occasicnally he would make observations to the crowd

\
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. on: the bridge, or a sealer could pick up on inform-.

yation if he heard  the captain musing to one of the
3 . officers, especially the first mate. .
. . A spotter plane, hired jointly by the sealing

interests, had flown out from Gander two days .prior
and ‘claimed to, haye found the seals; bit the inform-
_atlon it relayed to the sealing fleet was not

trusted because it suggested the herd was spread

_over'a much larger ires than 1 normally’ the'case.
B : . Nevertheless, because the position given was the only

{nfornation evailable on the vhereabouts of the

P hud,.we had been steaming for two.days guided by
this information, and uue mnking very slow progress
.. through this "goddam hellish tce," as one captain
called it. The convoy of sealing ships was heading
southwest, toward the southern tip of what the

captains expected to be a large and loosely scattered

-eal hcrd, which stretched north for ‘over one hundred
kname:ren. 1f thls information-was gg:cutate

PN it meant_the hunt would be a difficult one since

a scattered herd means a great deal of walk!.ng for

: the men nnd mnnoeuvring through ice for the uhip.

But this first repur: tux‘ned out to be 1naccunte.

i ’ A second esnRatuaaE £1ight,, this time
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with a well respected and experienced observer
aboard, had flown over the pacc'yx that morning. It
reported the main patch to be £‘urcher north than the
original report syggested and the seals to be packed
within a much ‘tighter atea, foncy three kuome:us
long and about nine to ulxteen“kilometru wide,

The captain was aa:ufied thn‘:his information
madev_sense, and w;a probably ageurate. The convoy
altered course, pdt\ it vas 'hnr‘il to tell any

change had been made since He"wexe not I;eadi-ng in
any straight. direc:inn. Rather, the ship in the
‘front of the line tried to ‘choves @ pathwdy through “
the loosest ice and headed in ‘the general direction
of the course we needed. ALL ‘;he ships needed

to fight their way through niaj ice, backing up

when they came against an inndvable mass and trying
other directions. The lead srTip ngw was one of the
Horwegian®s sincs, they had modh hove power snd
better ice handling ability. j

A good deal has been wri ‘ten about the

" competition batuean ships at the historical seal

" hunt. Certnln captains mnde raputn:lnnn for

| belng able to reach the seals ‘fhsc ‘and to return

home with the largest cu:ch wi\thln the shortest
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length of time. Less skillful captains would try
to follow these reputabf; "ice masters” in hopes

~chey.wcu1d lead them to the main patch. Unleas

ships were owned or skippeted by members of the

same family, the cnmpetlclon was flerce to reach

the seals first-and te leave :h!“hfher ships ,

|
T behind.if possible. On the mod;tn hunt a great|
deal of cooperation- 18 evident between, the cnpcains,

WlioF HeLy Eueh GUNeE ARTeGLE L6e. ue of Ene |

- underpovered Canadian ships had been jammed that

morning. A more powerful Cansdian ship had tried

to cut her out by steaming Yn a circle around the

| disabled ship but became stuck herself. We came

behind the rescue, yessel and had to pull her

out with a iine. When the ship finally came free
it was still steaming in reverse and was unable to

| Btop before colliding with us:. 'Luckily the damage

was superficial, and eventually the three ships
were-free. But as we tried to catch up to the

convoy we found that the path through the ice had

quickly blown in and was now.as solid as if there
‘ had Ane been ships through it at all. It is a
_ frustrating exercise taking a ship through the ice

“and :he captain was reliaved to Elnully huve a
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reliable pésition f_ar tiis destination.
PROTEST WORRIES

s o
In the evening of March 9, several men stood

in the wheelhouse. The Northern Lights were
undulating in a curtain of green dgainst a-clear,

cold sky. The captain looked at the moon and

conmented; ™I don't’gpess the man’ in the moon

Fe had-asked me earlier what I had thought
nbou{: A:'he protest performance 1»:; the ‘hurbaur and
qulte obviousty was conceibd shout how he had
acted when throwing the wdman off his ship.— The'
captain of a ship that de to return to St. Gohn‘r

/
briefly on the day we Aeft saw the coverage ggven

Ay = /
the event on the natfonal television network and '«

.radiced his imprésgions to our captain:

I wonder how it can all be so biased
It makes you wonder about all the
news.,..that was a real disgrace,
interrupting the holiest song to .
. Nevfoundlanders, the "Ode to Newfound-

14dn: -Those 86 called protesters

A theit rubber boats. The media

b

ade them out to be such brave men,

hat a laugh. It was a lot of tubbfkkkw

Then he/explained there had been coverage of our

captain throwing the.woman from the ship. . "I
/ . ¥ ¥ “ C 1 ]
d1dd't know there was ‘a camera there," the captain

/o - -
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said sheepishly. |

More worrim;me than the public reaction to
the protest in’the harboir however, was the

possiBility of a confronta:tan with the pro:es:eu

on the ice. Despite-the. increasing obstacles the

. __government places in the way of groups who wish

to dis:up:_fhe hu_nt', there is a protest on the ice
nearly ev;ery‘yéazj« There had been rumours that
the Greenpeace ship Rainbow Warrior -was going
to make an attempt to disrupt the humt. ‘That

. \

morning the Fund for Animals' ship Sea_Shepl

—/\had been arrested near the Magdaler Islands*¥n .

the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Eight of her crew members

were charged under the seal protection regulations

b
after they had painted several whitecoats with a -

red dye. .
The protesters have become increasingly bold

in the past few years. As mf};e’g‘uluuons are

,put’.l}inte place to-limit their activities they
i

seem more willing to step outside the law in darlng

attempts to attract media attqntion to their cause. *

The sealers have, “uatil ncw,"been pnrclcularly

restrained in their contmnu:ions with the ot~

éiders. Their captains order them to try to avoid
. A




any sort of counter protest action and to carry
out their work in as iimobtrusive a manner as
possible. The protesters have been known however,

to bait the sealers by verbally abusing them .and

‘throwing pelts and équipment into the water.

The sealers are armed with potentially 1e‘thnl
weapons‘ aﬁc’l’ 1t ‘would take oniy one‘ man to:be
pushed too far’ to.cause a major tncident. A
anaﬂlan Cnaat Guard fcebreaker" cutrying fluherieﬂ
cfficexrs apdTR.C.M.P. pow‘{gccgmpanies the suling
fleet 1d casE wevdous p.mblemx ggut, bat it. is ¢
still difficult tn'predicl: what sort of action

the pro:ene}s might take.

(INTO THE PATCH
Shortly after noon‘od March 11, -a h&erul

Fisheries Depnr(ment heucopzer landed. 4‘:n :he X

ship 8 helicopter pad and took the cuptnin and -

fiaher!es protec:ion officer, who - hud ‘been st‘tionad

on oug ship to enforce sealing regulaclanu, fn: a

flight over the seal Hard, They returned uith

news that the herd was uell si:uuted und complct

enough for a-good hu:‘ "Thit's re.uy & beautiful N

' experience," the.captain observed to the mem in

the wheelhouse. "There's seals as far as you can

\
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i i &‘,i see. The.te 8 enough for everybody and I don't expect

gl -
~»“d\_,:|m ships will-get in each other's way." The

b naj‘o‘l'?oblem, he explained, was that the seals
were @8 yet too young ugd he suggested we mlﬁhi

‘have to wait a day or two before beginning the ,

hunt. Many of thepseals were just being bern. -

" It was an gvercast, col.d day with snow and
. light but biting wind.' -Yet most of the crew * B
wari i Ve uateutas EoT tgin 4T the sentE.
The captain went up to th; barrel ‘and a gust-of
vind took hla hat and laid it in a pool of water
. hahind us. !
2 The cox;voy had separated as we headed igto the
patéh and. kept a distance of about one kilometre
" betwee) _the ships. By nbout 4:00 p.m. we had . g
utupp:d. A1 erobad us hup aenlu were lumbering -
across the !.ce, ®hich was dir:y with yellow_ excrement
‘l,nt!._.pud'dlpa of frozen placentae and blood. Th‘e
j{hi}:}coa:u ceried with a bawl much like that ofva
‘human baby, as Victor had said |;h_ey would. The

%' . men stood at the rail, entranced by the speé'm:le;g
T

e, embu‘znued,‘mde a few crnde jokes abaut

the sexual habits of the seais, und Billy was

Y i curiously quiet. It is'a rare spectacle to see
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or be put off for gnother day to allow the whije-

101
-thousands upon thousands of mothers miniutering.‘

to their newly bori. Through the whole vast circle
oF hoxizen: uzler i hard, cold sky the frozen sea
was alive. «

One man grabbed a hakapik and jumped over the
side, calling out that he was going to get she
first seal of the trip. He had considerable
experience as & landsman, but he was not used to
the rigid discipline of a sealing ship.’ The

fisheries officer, saw him and.shduted out that he

- 'was mot €6 kill any seals until the captains had,

nade ‘a deEtatdn aboug uhen to begin hunting. ""I'1l
take your ucence away if there's any more of that
foolishness." '
That evening at supper there was a round of
fum Eid beer at.Gach table place. Ve had reached
our destination and another passagé was marked,
bt e vere: as yet unsure whether ve would be hunting
suis tn the morning. The ships® saptsine h;ld
a contnence via the radio and decided to vote .

on whe:her the hun: should begin/che next moznlng

" coats time ‘to grow. .The Norwegians werg in favour

of waiting the extra time since their q‘w:u of.
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elts was considerably lower than the 9,800
seals ea h Ca;adian ship-was allowed to take, and
they would, (easily be able to take their allotment
before the whitecoats began to moult. For che
Canadian ships their larger quota meant they ‘might
be pressed for time toward the end of the hunt

to make up n‘\e quoq. bef'ore'the seals started
moulting to "raggedy-jackets". Although the
conditions now seemed to be near perfect, no

one coild be sure the veather would remain stable:
A storm could blow up at any time--March is
meteorologically a particularly wnntabie monthe=
disrupting the hunt for several days; a swell could
break up the ice; or an offshore wind could push
the ice ff)?her out to sea where it would dfenipnte
e, quotad ave fairly evenly matched to_the pro-
cessing capabilities of the Canadian ships and-
“there 1s little room for wasted time. The Canadian
ships voted to start sealing right away and they
outnumbered the Norwegians, the vote to start the
hunt in the morning passed. The radio cpeta:or

on the Coast Gunrd nhlp acted as pou mscer.

The captaine ngreed that only the lnrger whltecostn

should be taken during the first few days and




the smaller pups would be given time to grow.
MASTER WATCHES

During the evening we were told the crew had

been fivided into three watches, each under the 3

supervision of a nuszer watch". This arrangement e
is a holdover from befure Harld War IT when the ’
huge crews of two hund:ed o{ more sealers were"

divided into watches .of -bout fifl:y men, 'uch wuch
working both on ship and off as & unit. The captain

had obviously tried to place friends together in

the same watch, probably in consultation with the

masters. 1 was working with the three men who

shared my cabin: Norman, Harry and Victor, with
Peter acting as master watch. Two other men were, ' w5 3
also in the watch, making a total of seven. -

“Authority on the.ship .comes from. the captain

in as direct a way as is practical. Since the crew

and ship are small he can have an immediate say in

many things, but for the major chores ta be done

on deck he delegates the first or second mate, or ¥
", the bo'sun as overbeer. The'master vatehes ideally . i
fnction, as foremen or supervinors’in Fhe Tees T | '

Orders from them carry the ‘proxy-of the ‘captain

and are rarely questioned. The master watches

’
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wérk right along v;th the men on 'the ice and make
decisions &8 to where and when the group should
move and what individual men should be doing. But
‘they are more "first a’mané‘equals" ‘than €rué bosses
_and lead by example, not c;mnand. Consequently,
the master watches do-not give diyect urde.rs. :
They will say, "Come on'boys, 1ét's get this done,"
_but never, "You do this," Nignes., Ches and-Peter .

¢ « § :

were chosen as master:watches.> '

The following chapter is a close description L
of the events of our second day. : It records the.
uequu‘u:‘e of a day which was in many ways tyqi:cal,
but du‘ring whic){ the ethnographer also got a- taste

of the hunt'shard realities. ,

3
2. Although Isaac and Norman vere elders (by my
distinction) and men) of great sealing experience,
the captain May perhaps have felt that they had
personalities \which did not suit the .position
oT watch, '




and tossed them into, the hold, where other
>

CHAPTER 1V
A DAY ON THE /ICE
HORNING . “ ‘ N
The mate called at 3:50 a.m. "Come DI; boys,
all hands out of the bunks no;l, breakfast'll Eman
be ready." .Every part of my body ached as I turned
over in the harrow bunk, fauling myself that I )

could 1g“are the wake- -up c,all. Norman rolled out

and- quickly 11t a cigarette. He whs fully dressed -

_ exgept, for his outside clothes. He pulled his

rubber boots c;ve‘t two pairs of wool socks and
stumbled out the door.

By..the time I got out on the deck most of
the crew were busy stowing the one thousand or so
pelts we had gathered the day before. I noticed
that 1t_'pr(;mised td be a :ef;sbnnbly good day. The,

temperaturé was below freezidg, but the wind that

had gusted up'puc’nine:y—'fxve kilometres dn hour

the day before had’died down.

It was only ;,he second day of :he hunt 8o this

was the ursc time we had to stow pelts in th
morning. The men.took twd -pelts each from t

stacks on the deck, carried them to the hat

F fs v




" strong tea on every table. The cook had left us
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caught them and stacked them neatly within the
pounds. It vas not.a bad way to llll;et up in
the morning, but I wished ve Bad been given more
than four hours of sleep. - .

We finished stowing the 'pel'ts by.5:00 a.m.
and breakfast was ready. Theré was a lineuwp for
the toilet as usual; there was only one sink for

twenty nealan. \_

Bu-khn hnld no surprises: two hard -boiled_

" eggs each, bread and fried bolognu, ‘and a pot of ¥

the makings for lunch: molasses, extra bread,

some fruit.and soda pop.. This meant that the captain

did not know for sure if he would be able to p;{ck

us up for dimner Anr noon. - 5
After breakfast we had about fifteen minutes .

to-gather our gear and get ready for the day on

zim 1:-.‘ !very man had his .culping knlfe. with

either a stsaight or curnd blade nc:ordlng to

cl‘wicn,'honcd 80 sharp he could easily shave with
\

\

it h!.l wooden sheath and sharpening steel hung
Lon a rope or lunthu belt, tied round hi- vaist
ou:-:l.dc -all his clothing, his h-ulin;' ropu. looped

undng one ari with its hook turned avay 8o he would
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not fall on it; and hil‘ hakapik. In additdon'to
this basic gear, each man took a flag tied to a
pnle.vhlch sarked the pans of gathered pelts as
bglon;i;lg to our ship. These pans would.be picked
up later in.the day as-the ul:ﬂp follove_d the sealers.
At 5:65 a.nu. ve gathtred on'deck and waited °
as the captain began giving direcetons. ";l‘here X W
‘looks to be a good Eeu seals orf to starboard, just . 5
' ' about a quarter nile off. Janes, .you take your '
crew: and ’qlun them up. I'll put you om th‘-g big .
‘pan of ice just coming up." As the ship sidled up
to a‘lizeabl’c piece of ice, the men clambered onto
the "sidesticks", timbers they had prepared and b5
. . lashed to the side of the ship to form a step from = <
. i{hich the men could jump onto the dice. ’
It 4s a tricky mancegyre to jump from a moving
ship to a pilece of ice, especially when carrying 2
unwieldy fh‘gpol.n and hakapikh. .Ocullonl:lly a

3 man falls into the water this .way. This is'a“ . -~

particularly dangerous predicament. since a moving &
ship is not easy.to handle’in a delicate situation.
aid a man is easily crushed against the ice 1f'the
captain is not extremely adept at. the wheel.. In

1980, om a different ship, a man was killed in a
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' .
similar way. He slipped between the ship and a pan

of ice, and.the swell forced him under. It was

\
the first fatal accident at the hunt for many

‘years.. While this incident w.s_;.n'gxc, it points’

up the generaidy excellent safety te’cm\f\h: nodern
-industry has;.despite the everpresent d.ngus.'
|
Our watch was told to work ia 4 patch of:

seals only a few hundred metreafrom the ship, *

and' so we carried our gaf.r to 'wnl'eu we thought ‘there

would be'the m at seils within a compact group%np

Peter, :he ma_st.er watch, thought there would, be

more seals a little further on so he left'with four °

of  tiwe men, leaving Norman, Victor u?ﬁ myself at
the first pan. We chose a fairly flat place,
leevard of a sizeable ridge of rafted fce.
Althnugh the ice was rough and hummocky, it was
80l4d and compact and there were not too many leads
of opan water nearby around whlch ve waquld have

to walk. Thxee vhiteco{ts were within five metres
of the pan and Norman and Vietor quickly killed
them».. . " \ :

KILLING

Ktiling a baby seal is physicslly & very eusy

‘task. Three sharp blows to-.its head with the hammer
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end of the hakapik usually smashes the small, fragile

skull, causing massive haemorrhaging to the brain.

.A].thuush nervous reflex action \;Eten causes the
body to _m;u in a 'sdr: of swimming notion that is
sometimes mistaken for the seal being alive, it is
. almost certainly dead of :I.rrﬁaeriihl‘;y‘ unconscious
with the first blow. If a sealer is not sure the
seal is.completely dead, he can touch thé eyeball’
1f the seal blinks it means it is still alive and .
the sealer strikes it again. C
Killing a whitecoat is physically easy and
almost’ cert‘axnly'cagsves the seal little or no pain.
But 1f 1s an emotionally difficult thing to do -
until one gets used to it. The young seal 1tes
motisnless, or it struggles along the ice randomly,
seenlng to search out its mother, who usually ‘
abandons it as the hunters approach. If frightened,
. the young ‘seal's-natural reactipn’'is to puff - §
-'our. its pelt, especially around the he;d, stiffen 2

\
its body, and go intc a coma-like trance. In this

3 . »
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position it resembles a large fur covered football,

using its only defence of white camouflage against

the utu‘k ice .and snow.

e After bravely laughing off the ribbing aboyt

having the nerve to kill his first seal, Billy
soon found that- his-experienced friends had indeed
been truthful, and he couldﬂnat bring himself Eo
kill. He managed to kill and pelt’only tvo seals
the firut day and vas repntted ‘to the captain by
his dastes watch for not working hard enough.
The captain underitood the problem and told Billy
to help 'the other men by towing the pelts to the
collecting pan until he got used to killing. The
next day he vas able to nerve himself better and
managed to 'ki.ll more seals than the previous day.
Some of the other neophytes reported later

-
that  they too were apprehensive about killing’ their

first few seals. The captain's response to th
matter leads mé to believe it is a common’apprehén-
sion. Billy's reaction may have been SOHAHAE
atypically extreme, but it is understandable

glven his inexperience and his youth. Although

he is a fisherman, Billy is from the cYty and has

not had experience killing mammals, uomechi:g which




the I:ays from the small communities were more
likely to have done.

Ve sheer puaber of seals that are killed,
comhlned‘unl.-‘ (ufe&ac: that the work is so
B:ren‘uous and ddnget(;ua,'_helpp preven; the sealer
from becoming absorbed in moral or emotional
ques‘tiona about the slaughter. I had thought
1t would be emotionally disturbing to kil my
£1x_a'gqseia1 sud* el dons‘consilenaiie worrylng
about whether I would fave te merve o B ey
I have Rever beeda hunter and the memories of the
few animals I have had to kill are unpleasant.
The first sorning on the ice vas very windy and
ratny. 1 had trouble enough just mnoe:.vung tn
the strange new environment, and after I had been
shown how to kill‘and pelt and told to try one
for myself, I found I just wanted to get the
procedure over with as soon as I cou

The act of killing a seal by striking 1t on,
the head seems somehow detached and impersonal.
There s no-blood and no visible reaction £rod the
a‘eal. save that it stops moving, I did little
agopizing over it, but nor did Iy enjoy it. Later

though,’ I found that I did respond to the killing:
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while I believed there was nothing wrong with
what we vere doing for a time, I found the act
of killing digtasteful. Once I became }
‘more seasoned, I found myself ;omeuhia: indifferent
™ t;\_e killing., I did ‘not particulariy like it;
1 stmply became accustomed to it. o
Pelting the seal can be an umnerving experien

to anyone nP:"hirdened to it. The dead pup's '

_pelt’ is cut in a smooth stroke from the chin to~ B ~

the tip of its small tail. The body holds a great

amnulnl: of blood, necessary to keep a mammal alive

in such a oY P w146 LA Nidan HOLE separates

easily from the carcass, but one must be careful not-

to tear the pelt when trimming the face and head. The N

forn left on the ice is lifeless and eplds  For a %

practiced hand the job takes about three minutes.
Pelting brings the man into a more direct

and personal contact vith the animsl. He feels

the warm, life giving blood turn ¢old on hi;a hands

EHliCaTE, ‘L€ 15 aaithe & pxeasan:"e‘n\eu'en:e

nor a pretty onme. But for the twenty seilers .
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on our ship, the pt_gg;ss must happen. ngarly' ten

thousand times over the course of about ten days,

the length of time before the pups start to moult.

&
The sealer soow adjusts to his work™ and emotionalism

recedes. T . .
QALTTY OF WoRK =

" once we had established our panning ares and
placed our lunches and excess gear safely on the
ice, we starfed working outiward from. the pan, each
wan moving separately. I took some timé_to try

to improve my pelting technique. Norman had given
me only a very beief lesson the day before and .
seemed to expect me ‘to Leabn quickly ;:hrough
practice, In the wind and rain I found it difficules
1 s0on tired and pelting properly becane ‘almost  #

inpossible. o . /

ag is ssi:xenuoua a}ad intricate work.
Oné must be careful 5 Wl the blade of the knifé
turned invard toward the seal's body while separating
the pelt from the carcass, or the-knife will nick

the ‘pelt. Any slight matk, even f the pelt Lz nat
cut throug!u, greatly reduces :;ue ynl‘:‘u‘vqlua.

Most men tak A,gxzcd deal of pride in their ability

to pelt quigkly and nléanly. but 1t 4s very tiring

S i
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"'vor‘k‘ -n‘a‘un:u it comes as second nature through

repetition a sealer is well advised to take his

time and not worry about lpeed:

t soon became obvious that a. few of the men,

like myself, were poor pelters. We should have

& v been taken aside and given further inmstruction.or
P told-to §o slowly until we had mastered the tech-

; “nique; “some 6f the men-continued making & neis of ¢ .

;| their value

‘many of the pll:l, thus lowerdii
sonsldatibly @aa"doattag everyone money. There ar

a number of reasons- this practiie is tolerated.

The sealers are working :o\‘urd a'quota which needs ~
to be filled vithin a short period of time so it is

asy to let-quantity replace quality as the most

consideration. Some of the less experienced
. = men were lnxioul\:o »;'\eaﬁ lu,;‘eeplng up to the,
;peqd *of the more axpeu}!nced sealers, but had mot
bad ‘tiss to devuop ;heti*suh. Regardless of
that hovav", the na__uun ueu not given adequate
'1nltructinn 1n :ha ftr-: place. )

A youn; rural Newfoundlander is genar-lly

.expnr_nd to learn through oburvnc‘ion. An elder

lhovl him a -kul once or :che und he 18 expected~

2 : to pick it up qulckly through imitation (Chiaramonté,




’ educating.

P . .1
personal communicatipn). Youngsters and neophytes

are not taught in the usual sense of formal education.

Thus Norman showed me how to skin a séal, but

d1d so only twice before he expected me to have

ia ddequate [gEasp BE EHe. CePHALUE. |Na 444 jpreetous
1itele explaining. When I badgered him with |
quesELons about the third seal, he made it quite o
Plain that I vas being annoylng and fhnt he wanted
to get on with his uork. Billy later compluined

‘to me that his master watch had ﬁﬁc_;augh: him
enough about pelting before he was expected to work '

on His own, and sald.that this was part of the reason

"hé tould not bring himself to kill and pelt on

the first day™ Since he is from St. John's he

may not have been used to thig rural style of

After the trip-was gyer, several of thé men

voleed complsines about othae men vho they feld,

- had done poqr jobs of pelting, thus' reducing the

alue of their share. This disapproval remained
.uavotced during the rip. Hild tncompetence was
Hot commented upon at the ice bec&ﬁ-e ta potnt .

1: out during the ‘trip would have meant demeaning

a crew member when it was assuméd th:t =veryone 2.
x 4 ! A




. 116
was doing his best. Given that it is'not customary
to give "e;(tru lessons", tvlerance was the only
alternative. On the other hand, if a man is clearly

' seen not.to be mnking an nttempt té do his ehare, the
matter is usually dealt ﬁich ‘by mild ostracism
or possibly by referval to the daptain, both of
" which hap(fned to Billy, Whén it vas.:hough:
he was not Working hard ‘enough, Billy was given the
"eo1ld shoulder” by his expetianchlfriends, the
men he most wun:ed‘go impress. They bgﬁame Ealdly»
polite and joked with him less, in order to shoy
their disappointment in him. Thé éreatment lasted
only part of one day, until he proved himself as
capable and, more importantly, &s willing to work

as any of them. He had an understandable revulsion

at his -first encounter with the seal kill, which-was

quiakly | remedied. Apparently the year before

there had been a sealer who did not live ©p to the
expectations of the others and he was thought to
have tainted the whole vdyage. The éhief engineer

"

told ,me, "...we had alpretty good trip last year,

but it could have been better; we had one guy who
dida't pull his weight .and that sort of spoils

things."
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“The tolerance of mild incompetence and intolerance
©of laziness reflects the fraternal nature of the
experience and feelings of solidarity amongst the'
crew. While sloppy pelting cap result in lost
wages for everyone, if a man is seen to be trying
to do his share of the ugrk but, through lack of B

skill and experieénce, is unable to match the abilities .

of others hé is dot fauxegd._ If o nan seems ta be R
[aking the attempt to 4o his job e ts vonfirming
that he sees himse;g as»a regular part of ‘the orew.
If, on the other hand, a man neglects his®share of
the work then ;e‘ia breaking a trust in his fellow
vorkers and placing an extfa burden on them.
MIDDAY o
Ths fair westher held for most 'of the morning
and we had a good pan of about sixty pelts stacked
neatly around our flag by about 10:00 a.m. As we
moved away from the panning area in ‘our search.for .
seals, we had to tow the pelts a greater distance.
They were noticeably heavier than they had been the
day before. A harp gadiepup grows by abour three kilo-
grams a day, fed by the richy plak milk-of the C
mothe#? Most, of the extra weight is added to the

* layer of fat and can make ‘'an individual pelt
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weigh up to rlwenr.y-fl‘ve kilograms by the time
moulting begins. '

1 g;wek up my efforts at pelting and helped the
others by towing their pelts to.the pan, thus

- freeing them to work more quickly. I sensed that
Norman was somewhat dissappointed in me for not

' continuing with the pelting but he did not Say
anything. It was much easier to tow the pelts

T aadl X felt that I was doing work w‘uc’h was just

% as hefpgul. .The backs of my legs wére beginning
to get sore from bending over so much and I was
starting to walk u’lth more of a waddle than a
stride. Most men complain.that their legs take
a' beating the ftrst few days. .

By 11:30 a.m. the ship'had worked its way to_
within hailing distance of us. We had moved on <,
to another paésh of seals and the ship was picking
u;':he f,n-.:'p.}; of pelts which we had collected
that morning., "Come on Norman, you and the boys
come aboard,for a drop of hot soup," the captain

‘sl ue through his p‘overful megaphone. Norman

seemed o ignore the call at first, indicating

:hn:_wa should all continue working. The captain

called again, "Norman, you and your boys judt put
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down your gear and come aboard the ship." Finally

we responded and walked the couple hundred metres

over to the ship.

Perhaps Norman's initial reluctance to comply s

with the captain's request was the result of an

incident which had occurred the previous day. We

had left the pans of our own volition in order to:
" come aboard for dinner and the captain had reprimanded .
_us severely. ‘It had been _raining-and blowing at

gale force. We had killed and panned all the qesis

in our:area, we were’wet and wanted something hot. 2
So, although we were nearly one kilometre from the

ship, we started winding our way back toward it.

Other men joined us as we met them and soon the_ whole

crew formed a straggling line of sealers stumbling

across ‘the rain slicked ice as best we could. The

hike took nearly an hour.

As we climbed aboard the captain ‘shouted some

®
angry words down from the wheelhouse. Then, just /

1
as we sat down to our soup, he stormed into the

mess. "Look," he said, "T don't like to hear myself

talk, so I'm only going to say this once, now, listen K

to me." »
5 .

James, Ches and Peter are the master
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watches, They are the boss and whatever
they say, you do. You stay out if they
say so and you come in when they say
so. I thought I made that clear this
morning when ‘I told you how we would
organize this hunt., Now, I told them '
this morning not to come in unless they -
were handy to the ship. I was just.
coming ‘to pick some of.you up, when the
fi'rst thing I see is a whole string of
men beating themselves out, headed

- for the ship. I told the cook to «put
food out for a lunch this morning. You
should have got down behind some
raftered ice and ate a snack if you
were 'hungry. There's no sense beating
yourselves out by running back to.the
ship’ that way. .If you want, I can 5
blow ‘the horn every hour and you: can
come ‘aboard for tea, but we won\t get
any seals that way. ,Now eat up and

i get back out. ¢ .
-

Thig was the.firsc time I had seen the captain
angry, but the men quickly saw his reasoning. Te
bour spent walking back to :he‘ahlb had not .onYy
been time wasted, it was also very tiring wofk and
a uueleu.expendl_t.ure of energy.

Soup and bread vas all that awaited us in the
mess. I had expected more although cﬁ: soup was
certainly thick, l;uttitioul and welcome. By :h;
end of the trip the men were calling,the ship
"The Soypboat because soup was the only meal -
served at dinner vhile we were on'the ice. . We

ate in -110\|;ce. Only the four of us were in the mess..
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On deck, some of the officers and engineers

‘who were off engine duty were busy with the whipline.

As the ship came close to a pan of seals two men
would scramble over the side pulling the winch
cable and an armful of rope etiape with topgie
ends. The straps are pushed thraugh the hole
left i the pelt where the flipper has been parti-
a11y~ severed. Fifteen pelts go on each strap which
s at:;:hedv:e the hook on”the end of the whipline,
then the bundle is winched aboard. The work looked
easy compared to killing and pelting on the ice,
buk we were in fdeal conditfons: Often. SThe dhip
connot manoeuvte in Heavier fce and the men on
whipline may have to carry.the cable half a kilo-
metre or more, hardly an e’psy task.

STRATEGY “ )

After we had ear_‘en our soup we immediately
donned our oilskin witer wbar, Mie prepare el gt
back to the ice. Norman was called to the wheel-
‘house: by .the captain where he was told that we were
to walk nearly a kilometre ahead of where we
had besi WoEKLag and au’vbush 3 pan in front

of a Norwegian ship: that was.moving in our
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direction. Our strategy was to cut off the other

ship to prevent it from coming into the area which -

Yo were wodktage
Although the ships cooperate with ofie another
while on the way to the ice, competition develops
when in a patch of seals. Each.operates individugily
as most are o;;eg individually.
As we walked past our old pan.we picked up
the flags and hakapiks we had left there and proceeded
to within about a kilometre of the Norwegian ship
in order to establish our’ new pamning area. We -
éyu1d see the Norwegians working in the distance
but out of commonly accepted‘courtesy they would
not come past us and work iaside the area that
our ship had staked out for itself.
FALLING IN N

The’ fine venthf! of the morning was beginning
to deteriorate. The temperature was dropping off

and the wind had picked up. The sky was now

ovefcast. X by ~

Victor and I ueﬁe working together. I was

hauling two pelts blc}t to the pan and had to jump

across a one metre lead of water that ran between
- . . .

us and the panning area. I took a step which would
- .
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; ordinarily have been easy but my legs, stiff and

encumbered by-oilskin pants, did not reach far
. - “enough and 1 sltpped on the fce sdge. 1 was
able to hold on to the edge of the ice with my
arms and the slush on top of the water kept my
legs up. I did not feel.the cold,’ although

it must have been there. My arms were on solid
. v 4

ice but I could not get.a Strong emough grip to
- . pull myself out. I skouted and Victor rushed
/‘nver and pulled me out with his hakapik. My

' pants were wet and my boots were full of water.

Nothing very serious. : “

Falling through'a lead or breathing ‘hole

is a common experience, but no less frightening for

. its frequency. The mas often cannot pull himself

out because.the sife. of the #irm ice forms a near

" vertical face thirty centimetres or more above his

head. He is burdened with hedvy clothes g0 he

*
i

cannot move freely, and nothing he can grasp will

give him emough grip to pull on. He is almost

totally helpless afd will soon be dragged down by s

. the weight of his wet clothes unless helped, or the
. crack in the ice can close in, cruahins him or .

forcing him under. Survival time in such icy waters
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is measured in minutes.

s;alérs who remember killing with ¥he old
SeR1iagVgHED POLEE Ut that the one hundred sixty-
£1ve to.one hundred eighty centimetre pole, topped
with a hook and, sp's.ke,'uas far more useful than
modern bz{:s' and hakapiks for a man who has fallen
in. The sealer might be ablé to use the staff to-
bridge the lead or hole he had fallen throughy or he
might be able to hook a plece of solid.ice and pull
himself out. As a veteran sealing cnpca(iﬁ: arl\d
me, "The worst thing they did to the seal“hunt wa
banthe gaff. It had a lot~of uses.' But the bat,
fow that's a useless thing." The hakapik is &
recent adaptation introduced by the Norwegians.

It is smaller than the gaff, at about one hundred

thirty-five centimetres. The curved hook is of

some use in handling pelts and it can be used by
a sealer to pull himself out of r.l:e water.

Victor told me I should go back to the ship
and change. I vas quick to agree with him. He
walked with me to where some’ other men were working,
closer to the ship, ‘and I asked them to keep a&

eye on me to make sure I made Lt the rest of the

vay safely. . ]
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As .1 approached the ship the seéund mate vas
hauling pelts aboard. There was a whitecoat nearby
which he pointed out so I killed it and brought
it on deck. I started to pelt it but the captain
leaned out of the wheelhouse window and stopped
me. "Got wet, d1d you?" he chuckled. "Well, so
do most people. Just leave that for someone else
and get down and change.” I was somewhat surprised
: . that the captain was so cordial. He Kad been
rather cool toward me for most of the n:ip,ﬂ as though .
he were not sure Of my motives. Later, when the
trip was finished, he told me he had not wanted me
to come and had relented only because I was 50
persistent in asking for a berth. ' Wé aldo said he
wogld like to help a person with his stuai\:‘s. He
had undoubtably had reservations because I am not
a native Newfoundlander. Perhaps he thought I had
nisrepresented myself in order to gain a berth and

“and disrupt the hunt, or that I may write of it in a

§O5¢ light. I found later that he had checked with
a mutual acquaintance at the university and asked
whether I should be considered a genuine researcher.
He had probably also asked Norman how I was making out.
Norman must have sald that I preferred not to kill and this
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o % . wIght have fncreased his fears. When I showed mo ™
hesitation in killing the seal near the ship some
of these fears may have been allayed. -

I went down to my cabin and chtng;d iato a
dry set of clothes and pair of leather boots. I knew
e these boots were not ag warm as the felt 1ined ones
l,‘,hld.jun: taken off, but by'e‘tﬁ‘ll time it was abput
2:30 p.m. and I had only anothet four|hours of work

left to do on the ice. It was now coollng off,

%~ but it had been a warm morning and I thought I
would be comfortable. I also thought I would be

working near the ship since there wae not much

. time left in the work day on the ice.
- . Rubber boots are best ‘for working on the ice.

g When worn with wool socks, the rubber keeps the

water out while the wool soaks up the sweat from

the feet, Leather, on thée other hand, will soak up
(. .salt water and blood quickly, which freewes and'
. L leaves- the boots useless as insulators.

After I changed I went to the wheelhouse where

. captain told me I should help themen working
near the ship for the time being. "There's :hirt!'
p or fortyseals right'near the ship, you can help

clean them up." The "engineers’ and urgg- were busy *
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killing seals nearby and I went over to help :hem.f"i »
They were doing a poor job. Their pelting was

sloppy and they did not appeer to have any organiz-'

ation compared with the regular sealers who quickly '

organize themselyes into work teais and become , oo
efficient din their wotk. - 3 o o=

The engineers complain that they have the " %,
'hu'rdes: job on the ship. Not only are they expec:ed ) \

to uork the engine, keep it running smoo:hly and’

answer the telegraph calfs, for full, hal.%‘and

reverse apeede, but when they have finished their ot

shife o the engine room they are expected to

work on the uhxﬁ?,uée or kill seals nédr the Bhip. ¢
The sealers often think the engineet! have

an easy job becnuse they are se:n;sit:ing in the

warm engine room merely pulling levers and adjusting

valves. Although there is no real animosity betweer

the sealers and the engineers--even though, the

engineers are paid the regular sealers' share of 5

profits plus normal salary--the engineers are somewhat =
z |

jea&pus of the sanlers bacauee Ehzy can se: away

from the ship during the day and svay from the .

captain’ Qluatci_iful eye. 1 did not like working

with the engineers, not only because they were

& -~
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sloppy and disorganized, but also' because they worked
'hue::{:d with less care than my other partners.
Whereas the gealers work steadily at a reasonable
pace, taking time for'a c‘lgaret‘: break when tired

>

and then continuing, the éngineets almost frantically

try to work as hard .and fast as-they can. It is

umillu to the difference between the efforts of

a lvprln:er a¥d those of .a marathon runner. These

men were "ot pacing themselves. . » g

This poor. petf.ct:nancé appeared to be as . ‘
ailh Ehe aplatuts FaELE a8 unyane @leeYs; WAl TAESE .
helped proé'::ce no small amount of animosity between . B
hinm and the engineers. The engineers were generally

. men who, had social or working -linkvs.wlibh che . ..
captain. They aTEleT-dapaadad Upeh KEd ELew TOr
‘aaployment during the rest of the year or they
cdne from his home town and knew him well. Two ' el
of them complained later that they felt ﬂ\eylhad ‘

" hess rlfuud unfairly. Their complaints generally L
centred around the fact :h;y had to work both in .
the engine room and on, the lce\. often getting very -
little sleep. More importantly though, they vere '

" in direct contact with the captain at all times. ( i

When on the ice they were always near the ship,
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within sight of the captain and therefore could not,
or would not, tike the breaks the rest of us enjoyed.
This situation ptcduced a 'considerlble amount of

111 feeling, and consequently two of the engineers

quit the ship as soon as it reached port.

Although the engineers.vere working hard, I

‘doubt their claims that; they had more to do
:hle- of:heAr E_ealers. ‘Everyone on the ship uol:ks closeé
to the limits, of their a‘ndnnn'Ee and sleep is a

Geiy SEiTeE COREGALEY. THE CRELNGRER Lhowgh,
re'_c'exve litele of the positive side of the communal
efforc. They are stuck between the roles of being
ship's éf'.mcers;uu;z labourers. They do not identify
with.the sealers and ':-:e not included in the '
camaraderie the sealers develop among themselves.
They are not really sealers and do not participate
in the hunt as sealers. Rather, r;h.ey see themselves

as ordipary workers.who are at the hunt primarily

for the éxcra money involved. - Depending on the man,

and the qnh\: etnomic opportunities that may be
open to him, “thi

as hard as he must. There is much more to the hunt
:hun merely earning maney,'nnd 15 a man cannot ‘share

£
in thds extra, almost spiritual, aspect he might. not

N

. may not be enongh lncentlve to. work I‘/




consider the effort worthwhile.

AFTERNOON

It was getting much colder now and a wind was
starting to blow. It was a light breeze, but
An the cold it cut like a knife. My leather boots

were obviously '‘inadequate, but my torso was warm

and I thought I would be all right as long as I did
not get chilléd. :By now it was close to 4:00 p.m.

and -there were only two and a half h6urs to work

on the fce.
. - We'Had finished picking up the seals near the
o
ship and I was working on the whipline, strapping

the panned” pé&lts together in bynches of fifteen.
*

The gap'ta!.n shouted to me that there were enough

men working around the ship and that I should .go

and work with the regular sealers in James' watch,
which vas nearby. "Leave you hakapik behind if
you don't want to do any pelting.: You can do just ~

as much good hauling them," he said. I swore under

my breath. I knew he was being fair, asking only
- . -
what should be expected, but I was beginning to

get painfully cold. My legs werl really starting

to tighten and cramp, and my fingers refused to

respond, to the ,brain's command. The thought of

S P ow j ‘ 7
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. spending more time on the ice made me shudder,
yet I did not want to be a disappointment so I
threw the hakapik onto the ship and started, of f 2y
to where I could see some men working 1a the '
distance.

I struggled along for a few hundred metres and
came upon David, who was working alone. He had p,

killed several seals and towed them "round" -

(meaning unpelted) to a spot where he sut. and”

o 3 pelted thenm. When T sav HLE be was up to his ) el
ears in blood, flesh andifat. 'A quick look at
his handivork showed me his pelting technique
was poor. The flipper holes were large, the
belly cut was ragged and vavertng,'tndx.canng
‘: he®probably did not have his knife sharpened
properly and the tails of the pelts were cut
short where he had been too lazy to correctly
trim around "scutters" or hind flippers.. He

. seemed quite content. with l;ais work and even
bragged to me gbout the number of seals he had :

pelted Ei'nnglel;iandedly. proudly slping his arm

at the stack of pelts he had collected. He

should not have been warking alone, but I did Kk

not want to stay with him.
¥
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.1 continued wulk;.ng'. (My leather gloves were
frozen and useless, but I could keep my hands
relatively warn by clenching them into fists
dravn up in my sleeves., The other men in Jamés'
watch were only a further hundred metres away and
I soon reached them. They were still busy, the
seven men except David working as a team.

, The aen who were pelting only killed
and skinned, whilé other men were hauling pelts
to the pan. They were working slovly but steadily.
At the pan one man was busy pelting seals that
had been hauled "round" to him from nearby. .Other"
men took shelter behind a large rafter of ice for a
short rest and a smoke, I fell into the routine,
taking r.owu_of one or two pelts to the pan. By this

time‘however, my legs vere so stiff that I could not

bend over far enough to put the hook of my rope

- through the eye-holes in the pelt, and had to fall

onto my_ side, comnect the rope to the pelts and then

stand. ' Others,.especially the younger men, seemed
to be having somewhat the same. problem.
To lsaac the work seemed easy. He had a

certain reputation to uphold. Later in the trip,

after ‘he had fallen through the ice and wet himself

-

T
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to the necR, he stripped completely while on the
ice, wrung out his clothes with Billy's help and
put Shem on agdin.. ge claihed that this was his
£irst dunking in several years and did not wadt
to change on the ship. His cure for cold hands
was to vash them in show until it meiteds After
that, he claimed, his hands would not get cold
and he. cquld work without gloves. .

While some'of Isaac's toughness may be a
matter of impression making, there 1s no doubt
inmy mind that most of it is genuine.
harsh environment o(.':gae ice is no placd for
show-offs and this fact is well recognized by
all the men, especially the elders. Yet the
infectioys, mischievous sparklé in his eyes
betrays a personality that is at once beth warm and ¢
calculating. He uses people for his own benefit,
but at the sane time does not\mind being used by
others if they can trick him into something. N

Behind the leather tough exterior is & gentle

- and considerate man, albeit exploitative, who, \( -

through his real and professed position as exyax}//

sealer, goads and manipulates and shames men into

better performances.
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TRANSITION
When Billy got himself into trouble for not
working hard enough the first day, hé was asked
by the captain 1if there vas anything he might do
to help Billy do his work better. Billy replied,
‘'""But ‘me with Isaac, I'd like to wo, vich hin." '
So thenext day Billy and I;aacfwnc;ed as’partners. -
Isaac took enough time; to teach Billy how to_pelc. !
pr‘cperly'and was able to understand some of . the
reluctance the younger man sh‘;uea abewE killing.
He was patient but demanding, and the twg of phem
becape a very productiva team. <
I have encuuntered this same sort of alliance
_between experienced hand and 'nesphyte in other
situations, particularly. ,n‘lhiv}e vorking dn forestry
'vcamp‘elin‘Bncish Columbia. The neophyte recognizes
the obvious fact that the older man is far'more
sipetianced) and directs his whole energy toward
:rying to- impress cha expert ﬁi:h his performance.
"The ‘older man, grateful that he £ able-to pass
on some of hil expertisa‘ reciprocates with a pacinn:
understanding of. the problems We neophyte
encounters, he encourages _and chastises in private

but pnise-_;ha neophyte in front of the other mén.
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An emotional bond develops between the two men which

transcends the bounds of the imnmediate task. Th'e
younger man feels he 1s being initlated into a
truly "man's world" through his patron. He finds.
that vithin this relationship he can perform, much
better and is constantly rewarded for extra
perfornance with voiced or tucit approval. . The
work takes on an exaggerated importance because he
feéls there 1a a personal stake involved which goes
far beyond the immediate task. -

Within the expert/neophyte relationship there
1s no competition. The anxiety borne of trying

to offmpete vith others who are roughly peers is

subsumed in the kiowledge that the neophyte is working

with a man whose éxpertise he cannot hope to match,
and so he concerns himself with leurnin;/gi he
can. The most drﬂmuti‘c change seems to occur

when the neophyte has -béen under emotional strain
because, for whatever reasons, he has not been

able to keep up with the other men. Such was

. Billy's case, but he soon found himself doing-more

than his share. When existing emotional strains
are lifted, the man can realize his full potential.

[ a
Billy told me that vhen he was yorking with
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Isaac he was able to do things he had never thought
possible. He said he carried up to five pelts,

at a time back to the pan, when most men consider
two or three of the nearly fourteen kllqgr;m
"sculps" to be ad ample load. 'Once he found he
could do this extra work and was rewarded for it,’
he continued trying to match :h‘ performance,
‘which quickly gained him a strong reputation nmurk\
r‘fnu fellow workers. ' For his par:, Isaac was
abl® to stow off his new prodigy as an example of
h}s ability to teach and inspire other men. .
FREEZING .

I scon found I could not do even the easiest
work. T sdt near the pan with some other men,
smoking cigarettes, trying to shield ourselves
from the frozea wind behind a piece of raftered ice.
Hy Eeer. were past the painful stage of freezing—-

2 they vere numb. I thought r.hougl;n, that there was
still some circulation to them. My legs were
cold and I cursed myself for not putzi? on the
oilskins, even if they had been wet. hands vere
useless because T could mot put my fidgers into
the dig!.:a of the frazen gloves. and ta work
without gloves would be equally impossible.’ The
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men I sat with did not say very much. One muttered
that we should go on board the ship sincé it was
close now and we were not accomplishing much anyway
But he was not’ a master watch an(;; remembe/vbd
the captain's admonition the previous day: do not

go back to the ship unles’s told to do so. Soon they
2 % H

.got up and tried to do some more work, to keep warm

more than anythlé},‘l!h‘ 1 saw that the third watch
was not far away and that they seeéég to be huddled
together and not working. I thought I might as
el Have Company.if I could not work so I announced
1 vas going to  join them. )

Most of the other warch were standing close
together, their backs to the wind, slapping their
arms across their chests to keep.the circulation

golng. Ches, the master watch, kept busy killing

seals and hauling them round to the pan. With each

.tow he brought over he would urge his men to keep

working, "that's the best to stay warm.” But

few of the men paid him heed. Everyone was too
cold and tired to work. The seals were split up;n
and the men thrust their hands into the nc;anipg
blood, desperatély seeking warmth. When the

blood started to gool, [someone cut away more of




the fat and men stood on the pelt, sapping the
last ounce of warmth from the dead pup. It was
a macabre sight, but the only practical thing to :
do in such a sittation.. By now the ship had moved

to about a kilometre away, but the men thought it

would soon return tp pick them up. It was about
5:30 p.m.; anTour left to walt. .

Soon J'nmee_' watch came over to join us. a .
Fourteen men huddled against the wind, mucous and
condensation frozen to che‘Lr moustaches. One young
man had gnly three shirts for protection, he rulbed
snow on his face where frostbite had started to °
turn the skin White. My feet felt like wood but
1 was not sure@whether they were frozen .or just

numb. :

© An hour cz;n be an interminable long time. We
felt certain the captain would turn the ship around
and vcal‘ns and get us; surely he must realize we
were not, working. Ches kept busy hauling seals to
us, and he still tried to convince l:he men they
should be working to stay ‘arn, but he had no
takers, , s

Sgmeone said that it must have been like this

in- the old dayg, a reference made to the many times
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mén froze to death on the ice, but particularly to
.the Newfoundland disaster of 1914 when seventy-
/etghc -u; froze to death in a grotesque panoply. ?
Near 6:00 p.m. some of the men started talking

about walking to the ship which vas now almost

" hilf & klometre away, T téied to argue against
them Because I knew I would not be able to keep
up'~and did not relish the risk of falling behind.
It soon becama cbvdous that the ship was stuck in

“the ice and we had little choice but to strike
off.) The: master \utches: agreed with the consensus
and we walked.off in simgle file. I .soon found > 9
myself falling pack. Jim, the man in the-dirty

_blue jacket I had met in Sb. John's stayed with ge,
which probably lnved.ly 1tfe. The two of us vere v
try!:ns to make our way as quickly as possible; dusk
was setting in and it was hard ty see the holes and
pnhw‘ay‘. in the rou|;| ice. When I sawv a flat,
smooth section of what appeared in the twilight to

< be feey 1 glufuuyﬂz‘_a?k o long eEELde~-sEralght
onto open water, Like my firstydunking that day,
the water didqnot feel cold. The freezing sludge - <
on the surface kepty me bouyant but I had to make

7
a;conscious effort to quell the panic I felt.

. !
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’ 1 manceuvred near the edge of the ice and«cu;aed § .
~at it but could not get a grip. Jim saw me and
quickly threv his hauling rope. v ; .

Back aboard ghip, Jim helped me odut of my

Bt boots. ‘I could see the wiiteness of *rastbile'
covering all five toes, extending bacl% to my heel.
"The toes were completely without feeung, like frozen
meat. I felt'I could drive a n-u :h:bugh them

¢ 8 drdawing nedi ther blood nor pain._ "Hot water's the

:thing for those," Jim suggested, but then Norman

and Isaac came intc the cabin and said I should

o put_snow on them, "to draw the frost out slowly.)
2 A 1 did not know anything about frostbite, but tended
A:o trust Isaac's and -Norma‘n's advice even though
1.did not relish the ides of putting cold o -
on them, R asked one of the other men to run

- . R ¢
) . up and 5|k tha captain vhac n.bou.l.d_h.n—done‘. The

ord returned that I should sogk them in 1‘nke&arm B i
« /u.:'u, and thats 1F anything were needsd Forpain ‘
‘ . f the captain had some Pererol. > " %
; NIGHT i . ' ;
===

- A!chougl\ I was 1n wy cabin this parti,cnlu: . N

.aight, Painfully feeling the circulation creeping ) D

"back into my toes, the rest of the crew w#s busy
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on deck’, cleining and stowing pelts until well -after -
midnight as we hiad done the night befd’re.

.Supper is ready for the men'as soon as EHEy
comevaff the ice. No one changes their clothes,
but they try to clean most of the blood and grime,
from their bgnds. Supper that night was- fresh
seal flippers--thought by some to be uuahmgx{

s 2
good, but not all that uppe:izing to me nfte: having

gpent a day-wp to the elbows in themi-boiled catbage,

pel:a:ou\ and pudding. The cook passes th: plates

‘through a small gate in the bulkhead adjolining the

sealers' mess. A few-jokes are \phead by LEerie
conversation takes place during the =ventng meal |

after a day on Ehe dce. Everyone is too tired
7

‘As s'oon as tea and cigarettes are finished
sTtet bippet, the asa don theit oflskina once
agaln and start.working on deck. :hve ship had
Seen FLEKLHE Up the Pasied.palis dnd ev Lo
vere a hundred or so laying in a heap on the port
side. The fllppers hasg by aflece of skin
from the pelts and need to be cut off, than the pelts
SR E b washb s pd stagked On deak ite ool avernighes

The men quickly fall into the positions they prefer.

\' .
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Some are happiest cutting off. flippers; some carry
the flippers in buckets to the wooden bins where
they .;4 stored to 'f:evue before u;entuully being
thrown into the hold. Two water hoses are manned
and some men haul the peXts to the hoses. .

" “During the evening work session the whxpfxnea -
are -‘uybuny. ‘The ship must search for those
pans of pelts that it has not had time to pick up
during tiia day. Goverament vebutabans stipulace
that all pelts must be tdken oi:\f the ice'within
:venty‘-four hours t?prevent wastage: '-The captain
pust rely on the master va:cl;'eu,'.'memori.‘eru of vhere
thess pais verE Left, Wis own HEROEY, aha compdss
bearings. As night falls Qhe::‘empe‘rn’&}lre can drop
congiderably, and the ship has a more difficult time

manceuvring. ' We used dynamite occasionally to break

passages through the'ice. A man junps ofer the
side<tn the dark atd drills a hole with &n ice auger,
then pushee the explosive into the ice and scrambles
batk aboard$ leaving'a lit fuse. Another charge
might be lni;i, or the ship ,pulh!l‘ back and forth !‘
until it ;n‘n enough'&noeuvtlng room to turn and

try another dlroct{\tan.‘ ) '

- The evening work, if it lasts fore than.a \

- -




few hoursﬁfg{hichviz often dogs), becomes the

hardest part 31\:he day.
>

the ship provides warmth

are craving sleep, thefr

‘are numb, and since they

The
when
legs

need

«
143
.o
work is easier’ and
needed. but the men

ache and their fingers

to use their muscles

less they begin to get stiff from the day's
~

earlier exertions.

But there is a pride taken

!’l .the ability to work well undzr -adverse conditions.

Billy told me dfter the 1980 hunt tl\at he had chlfsd

hlpself so badly that he was bleeding through his

pants. He used s? first ald cream, then dressed

and went on deck with the other men, even though

his master watch had told him to stay in his bunk.

"It got better," he said.
.

I did ic.

that.",

in the :venlng.

"And I'm glad now that

Th\ captain cannot see who is

It feels good to remember things like

Thare are ample excuses to lay off work

on deck all the time and’there are gnough men

nilling about that one less would probably mot

‘be noticed except by some of the other men.

The

day's injuries, like Billy's, might provide an

adequate excuse to lie in ‘the bunk and catch some

sorely needed rest, but no one takes advantage of

ic.

On the first night, one man had fallen and
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'l:rac:tad a rib on his way baci® to the ship. He
continued working on deck du‘ring the night until
he started to stiffeh i the cold and the pain
from the rib became too much to bear. He received
some first ald from the chief’engineer and, althdugh .
he dild n\?t go back /to work on deck, he stayed
up with dre men ane hqlped sharpen knives. The work
did not' end until 1:00 a.m. % E
This ;igh:, the eth:_mgnphet h;d ample excusé .
for lying in his bunk. After the§ousing in warm
water the clrculaeion Gegan o patnbaliy: reruen
%o my feet. 1 spént a sleepness night and by
mo;n\mg bidatére: Khin: ke 168 Ploms: fad mypeared o
‘my big toes. It was obvious that I would need
medical attention. '
The captain called the Canadian Coast Guard

which was stationed nearby and *

requested an emergency evacuation. The helicopter
landed near the ship before 9:00 a.m. ar\d 1 was
flown to the hospital in St. Anthony.!-
.’Au,l’uu,.ﬂyxng into St. An:honyj protesters
and cou:‘u'e; protesters were flying m;t to the ice
£or their annuali confrontation.. The Greenpeace

Foundation sent a small ’cl\ntlngsnr_ of protesters




"to mark a seal pup with a stick of green dye.
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to {‘ﬁe front.in 1979, after their major protest

in the harbour. They vere issued observer permits

and escorted to the site of the whitecoat hunt

by Fisheries officials. The group leader was

able to break away from the entourage,and managed

His observer permit was revoked and he was promptly
returned to ‘St. Anzhox;;. The previous year, Green-
peace president Patrick Moore had been ‘charged and
fined for disturbing the hunt by covering a whitecoat '

with his body. In 1979, the government had decided

©to try a policy of playing down the protest

and charges were mat layed against the Greenpeace
leader. .

Codpeace, the St. John's based parody of
Greenpeace, put on a more imagindtive show. _»As
the'Greenpeace protester was being led avay, a
Codpeace member, dressed in tuxedo, tails, and’ top
hat and carrying an umbrella, stepped oyt of a
helicopter and announced vo the press that he was
"Dr. Cod su Gratim IV, Ringmaster for the Media
Circus". 'With the marked seal at his feet, he

proclaimed: "This is what it's all about, a circus!"
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it was like to kill seals. "It's brutnl,’evety-- .

K
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I val in the hospital bed about two hours .
vhen a reporter from the 'cﬁfc'ago Tribune requested
an 1ntetv1eu. .She asked‘n}e what I thought of the
sealers. "They are some of the finest,~warmest,
most real people I'ye ever met. They're gentle
LS

and tough--things that don't seem to go together,"

she quoted me as saying. She then asked me what

body kdows that. It's very.hard to kill such a . i
cute little thing, and I don't think anybody

feels any different, but you just get hardened,
you just get used to it" (Mary Elson, Chicago . "

bune, March 18, 1979, Section 3).

My feet healed well enough to walk on them
in eight days, but I spent a further three ' Loty
frustrating days in St. Anthony before I uis able
tg hitch a ride back to the ship on a helicopter
that was delivering an engine part to one of

the Naruaghn ships. . -




CHAPTER V
THE HOODS
It was just past noon on March 26 when I

arrived back abodrd. The whitecoat hunt had
finished five days before afd the ship h! hd moved
thirteen kilometres southeast from where it had
_finfshed taking the quota of 9,800 harp seal
pups'ua had begun hunting hood seals. The
ships were now approximately fifty-six kilometres
east of Cape Bauld. It m:; a warm, sunny day
and from the helicopter I could see that the
ships were widely scattered. The neargst ship
to ours was about four kilume:res distant. One

of the Canadian ships had already started back

to port. * . .
There seemed to have been a great trans-

fomati‘an aboard ship while I was away. With

the cold had gone :h’e desperate, desolate utmnsph’nre
=

which hdd marked the uhxu’c\‘: hunt. It - Y

was replaced with bnx&xcitament and enthusiasm.

. There was still work to‘do, but hunting hood

seals 1s a much easier task for the men than -

killing vhitecoats. The sealers were well
p g o .
rested, tlnngd and jovial.
147 - 5
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My return th the ship m}_zked a change in the

sea):\er’s a :1tud|es toward huvj:hg a researcher

}a' -mg; em. Those men who had beea sealing

before ve e usdd -to having joun\aliecs come

and gl .v\ Newspaper and magazine writers tend, to

stay aboard a short time, get their impressions,

their quotes and pictures and lcnv‘\e‘, and ate ‘

ragely heard from again. The natur.‘é‘ of ethnographic

fileld work however, requires a deepe

nderstanding
and de wen uecesbary for'ne wo complers th:}voyuge
as best I could or my noi—y would be hopelessly
incomplete. I 'was happy to return. ‘l‘he‘ ship
was a familiar, comforting place and the grease,
blood and stench were a relief after the sterility
of the hna'pltal. The sealers seemed more trusting
€ WeTRPEEE §© damn back to Bha ship. They vere
more open and confidil;g and although, my marginal
position with them remataed, the gdp between
us hud closed conuderahly. It seems to me that
any crew situation demandlk certain amount of
loyalty to be displayed by members, and I had

. fust displayed mine. i ~

~"The protest/counter profeat dtd not

happen to take place ng@r our ship and.very little

\
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was satd of them when I returned.

HOOD SEALS \

ufod seals are family creatures. Unlike the 4

harp. seals which.whelp and mate en masse within

‘a relatively confined area, the hoods remain in

\ family units comprised of the adult male or dog,

bLEEH W P, Bad 4¥e ToURd) SUACENEEY 6VeE & \
+ larger ares. While in'a good patch families g
\- night be found vithin a few hundred metres .of r
" N

each other; they might just as well be a half

kilometre or more away from one another.

The hood pups, called bluebacks, moult their
3
foetal coat in the womb and are born a few weeks

later than the whitecoats. The pups are able

to ‘swim within a few days of birth. The dog, and

especially the bitch, will defend:the family unit

- with great ferocity and rarely try to escape into "

the water at the approach of a ship or sealers,,

unless wounded. The dog has a large skin bladder -

which puffs up over his head and nose wheg
he is disturbed, making it impossible to knock
him out with a hakapik or club. In_any case,

1¢%would be far too dangerous for the men to

.routinely tackle dog hwln armed only with
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a hngpik since”they are such strong and tenacious
fighters. Therefore, they are shot from the ship.
2 The 1cE\on which the hood .seals whelp is

*~° thicker than that which the harps use (Pinkorn,

1976; 51), but sinde the ice had been drifting

& south and the weather was getting warmer, the ice

i ) was more broken and allowdd the ship greater

manoeuvrability. At times the ship was able to .

travel nearly a kilometre within large, ice enclosed

lakes. The mate spotted the seals from the e

barrel, or the captain would see ‘them from the
wheelhouse. The ship moved in.as close as, it
could and one of the two "gunners" Houl‘d shoot
the dog with a high powered rifle. Two sealers .
% were then let over the side, pulling the whip-
i
the other man would kill the blueback with his

them.  While one distracted the bitch,

hakapiks “one biech but of every tweaty s alao .

allowed to be taken. . g

In comparison with the harp seal hunt,

which has been likened by some to an open air

o
abbatoir, the hood ae‘ﬂ. search seems much.more .
d - 1ike a hunt. More time is spent looking for the

seals. The men work in sporadic bursts. The hood

A




"pite himself against an adult hood, in an attengt
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seals fight back at the sealeyr'and a man who
- o 0

to steal his or her pup, takes a fair ameunt of
risk upon himself. An adult hood's j‘uv ‘coutd
easily crush a leg and it wauldlb’no trouble
for one to drag 3 man into the water so quickly
that his partner would not t:e able to help.
While there are ever present dangers during the
harp’seal kill, theihoods provide & woEe Lanedlate
sense o tham. During the 1980 Went ENe oguaits
swell was so-high that the men could not get
dvad File aiie a8 @b YeUUEEs weteiRiug an eub
side of the bow. 'The men had to climb six or
seven metres on a wooden ladder, out of the
captain's sight, with the bow pitching and rolling, / %
and the ice under it knocking the ladders askew .
as the men clambered down onto the broken and |
heaving ice.

Sometimes the hood pups are skinned og the
ice, and the pelts are attached to the whipline
»and hauled aboard while the ae‘ale‘(sv 80 ot_f to
kIl others. But’ often the seals, enpec‘l’-lly

the adults, are brought aboard round and pelted

s
on the deck. Usually two or three men would . ,/‘ =

)
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‘ work at skinaing seals; a big dog could keep a
pair of men busy for‘ nl;out fifteen or twenty
minutes.

James dgid a lot ol this pelting, on-deck. He was

7 " acknowledged as one of the better men at it and v

there was no need of the older men going onto the,

ice. 1Isaac and others cleaned the bli ack

carcasses, which would be sold for ‘meat in

& Newfoundland along. with the flippers. The

genitals of the adult males were taken to be sold

. to Japanese buyers as aphrodisiacs. Tfsaac put
-~ : —~
. himself in charge of this task as well. The ' ;
livers'of some of the hoods were kept by the men

for their own consumption.

The hood seal pelts receive more careful .

cteh:m‘ent than do those of the whitecoats. In
1979, a first class Plueback pelt was worth
N $56.00 to t ship while the first class adult
» pelts fetched up to $100.00 eack, depending upon . g
their condition. A first class whitecoat pelt
; “vas worth .about $26.00. The-hood pelts are
treated ui’:h an anti-stain aoiu:ion after h:in‘é

thoroughly washed. While many of the men are

kept busy most of the time during the hood seal -
"
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hunt, there are still more hands than work to

occupy them,

e Certain men preferred doing particular thihgs

and these jobs would become their special domain.’

. There was no formal arrangement and men who

unnaify-worked vndechwould at: rinas gg onto the
ice.

Two men occupy a special;place during the
hood hunt: the gunners. These are men who shoot
the adult seals from the bow of the ship and are
ugually selected before the hunt specifically
for this job on the basis of thefr reputations
as marksmen. Tiere is some pride taken in this
work. They do not have to go onto the ice or
work with the seals.on deck, The captain ordered
a makeshift fence to be placed round their
working area in the bow to lessen the chance of
other men jostling them and perhaps causing
an accident with the tifles:

SAFETY

A fine line was trod between safety and
production. The captain was well aware of the
dangers inherent in the hood seal h‘un: and made

every effort to minimize them. If he saw that




a seal was in a place which would put the men
in unnecessary danger should they attempt to &

retrieve it, he would pass it by. On the other

hand, he was intolerant of ped wib did not kill -
"a seal because they were.either being inept or
unnecessarily frightened. From his vantage point .
in the wheelhouse he could see the overall scenme A
T“brd became frustrated when a sealer did -something L

tactically wrong, ,sugh as distracting the bitch

from head-on rather thdn from behind to draw

her avay from the pup. He would Bometimes shout
directions with his megapl:lone. But the final
decision on safety rested with the men on the

ice, who were better able to judge the small
hinderances such as a piege of unstable ice
nea¥by onto ¥hich they could not safely step. w

Although' the captain would appear furious at

a bungled attempt, he would rarely vent his anger

N on the men. More nftjn’ he showed great patience

and understanding. .
‘ 3 I /\

1 ¥ Twenty-four percent of the procéeds of the
s voyage are shared ‘equally among the entire crew.

%
& The ship takes the remaining seventy-six percent.
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{ Thus each man, regardless of the amoynt of work 3
[N he does in relafion to his fellows, receives the '

same wages at the.end of the trip. It follows

that the entire product of the voyage is the common

property of the men who are on the ship. Theré is ee
however, one by-product not included in :hi‘g ‘schem

A "eat" fsa stillbor seal. It.résembles £

a harp or hood seal in every yay except that 1t is o

smaller and of course, dead on ‘the ite.’ They can e 75

ve stuffad and movated and ate valued by the
sealers as souvlnirs or trophies 'of the hunt.
Some of the sealers put a monetary value on the
cats, saying they could easily sell them, unmounged,
Y for §50.00 or more,.but there is no cdmmercial
market for them and hence they are nof a part of TEE
_the normal product of the. voyage. » ‘

A’cat 1g,generally considered the property

of the man who finds it on the ice, carries it B

back to the ship,and stores it in a safe place.>

Yot however safely a man may think he has hidden

his cat, the ship is emall and another man.might
£ind it and move it ot his own hiding spot. But

- this is no:-connidetgd(lunung in tﬁeh‘omllly : v 8

accepted sense. A cat is "taken” as opposed to A




N
N

4 being stolen and the sanctlons one would expect

sure, 1{ you can keep him, then you can have hlm. Y i
Mlly vas very-keen on Ger.tinz a cat and. I

“after Eindxng one, k-p: it in the bottom of his

lockn in hlu cabin Eor fear that H -he put ic ”

lin some fooler.bur. more public ylacfe it frould be” 7/ .

. not divided wigh the catch, shares? Mhees

) .ownegship: "-..nvetynno vun:s’.- cat," The tr@t-
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to be taken against a thief do,'no: apply. When
1 asked, a sealer why taking a cat was not as / "
serious an offenre as stealing money or ‘;fgnr-

ettes,’ ﬁ'u reply'dau, "Well, eVeryone wants a ca:,

taken. The othsr.,men' chided yin about keeping - .
Xhere it uonld eventu.lly.rot'and foul the A
air in the quarteu, but no one -:ale e, And v
it never d1d ‘smell too bndly. '
The cat is an amblguouu pur. of the hunt. .

.
On one-hand, 1t,ia a praduct of the voyage and o

might’ therefore be considered common property,

but hecause it has no commercial value it 1is

althofgh -a man may claim a cat, the amb §’u1:i

'c'oumd‘lnd ;n'ivnge spheres of possession '

betvee

does: not allow for an'absolute clnim.\to # L I

medt |1ven tl\e cats lunl !o have parallels




fresh meat which a pérson may have ageing in a

sweetest." If the action takes place within

.spirit and not treated as stealing. Thus it has

vith the "acnfi", another Newfoundland cuatnm..
The 'scoff 1s an exasple of sanctioned
deviance in vhich community members in an obit-
port takegpr "buck", Eooﬁ from other members of .
the community-and have a party i@ the others'

expense, and to which they are not 1nv1:g{ (Faris,
"~

1968: l.lﬂff; 1972: 162). The fnad‘ is usually oy

shed, and ‘produce from someone else's garden. The

person who discovers ‘he has had his larder

plundered is alsa allowed to "second plunder" in . 3
return for that which had been taken from him.

James Faris writes that "second plundering is the
P " [ ]

limits, it 18 considered to be done in good . . P

the chirac:er of a practical 1‘oke.

Faris nlno briefly mentions goods otlginally ==
plundered Etnm shipwreck! and writes that the
‘:e)cond"plundetlng’prin’i:!.ple holds for this as well.

Something from a shipwreck is in the same ambiguous

; ; 2 % g
position as the cats. Both are initially salvaged ° ,
and one person may, claim ownership because he has - ' .
found the item ahd takep/it ashore or .to ‘the ship.» v
LR L N - o
e ’ % - :
. ¥ - *
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But it does noft entirely belong to him. It has

another attachment, either to the previous owner
or to :.he rest of the ship's crew. After all, the
- man who finds a cat--or a valued item from a wreck--

does so by chance, Any other crew member might

just as easily have come across it, and, in,a..sense,

e q.nvbe vieved as belonging to the whole crew.
This reasoming seems to hold while the ship is

L at seabut once ashore the person who has
gy i

__any other pigce of private p}\operty,

+ ' . Asealer vho has taken. another's cat may
A not reveal his action save to’a close friend.
But the ship n;:d crev are so small that it is
often discovered who has uke_n who's cat. Slnt.:'e
the cats are normally stored ia a cool and usually
public phace--such as hiddep under a dory onm
o ‘ deck, or wrapped in plastic in the -food coolers--

there are plenty of opport\mi(lu for -1lch£evoul

larceny and, if :h- thief is uu;ll:, ample course

B & ior excuses to be made’ and -ccap? d. [ Although’

I . "the. man vhogggs been duped will b apnoyed, he will
not cnnllder the :I\aft to be a se 1‘11 crime, as

. o he would £f mokey or some other, more personal

" . - . S~
- 3 . e

i
possession of the cat--or item--owns it as he would :
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property were stolen. He is more likely to try
to recapture his cat or attempt revenge with a

practical joke. I never saw 1t _happen but au!pect}‘
~ - : Ty,
/  that if the matter was escalated tb\a man

p} complaining to the captain or mate, Jor if another,
’ / ' more serious revenge was attempted, it would be

considered a significant breach of crew camaraderie

and the complainer would be considered to be
uatrusevorthy by his fellows. \ . o
Sealing 1s a dangerous occupation Where it ,
,Ilis imperative that ¢rew members know how trustworthy. % i
their feliow workers are. Trust is algo a very ’
< difficult quality to establish. Sometimes ‘it . L
seems to hinge on personal likes and dislikes, but
Lt fs oftepigail “I don't like so and 80, but 1'd
trust him if I h-d‘ to." Perhaps thdymost important
ingredient of trusting is predlctability. A
person who'is foriMiight and' courageous is ofien
i % 'choug‘h:’of as trusPyorthy uin;e he can be relied
s E . updn to give direft vpinion and not ‘to be intini- <
dated by fear which might cloud his ability to
act on his opinion. One 1s also considered <
Jnuaévnr:hy if he under'lnn/dn the prevailing 4
B pttitude of the group Ke {s with and acts predice- ' 2
) : ' - . «




‘ably within the bounds of expected behaviour.
A man who would take serious revenge upon
‘adother crew member who had tested'his patience
by committing a less serious "crime" such as
s taking his cat, would be considered un.f}uuwenhy .
because he had over reacted to the incidenc and
Had placed Wi §ele Litaeedt A66Ve EHE: EoRROT
of sharad Interast of the’ crew. ) .
Crev solidarity s embedded in the economic

structure of the hunt, since,€ach man must rely

on his fellows to work hard and efficieptly toward «

the commbn good. In the course of the regular
woiklog day there 15 #o voon Bor deviation £rom
this principle. A cat however, provides an
opportanity for an exception to the rules. Sinces
the cat represents an lmbigu‘ity betb’ee‘n common
nnd private ownership and has no serious” con-\
saquu\ce- for the voyage as a uhnle. it can become
an object of playful u:xvlr.y.

A cat can be claimed as personal property,
. but the claim contradicts the basic principler
of the crew's otgnniution.—-uharlng the producjs
of the nuh: :ownd thé common gaod. When a man

:-ka- another's cat he nmay be seen to be testing
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the right, o privatize ‘a epart of the captured
} comon property resource. This action could
“auggest s chaiTenge to crew solidaricy and
trust, but is more likely to be tolerated in
a light‘heat[ed manner and cage litetle significant
threat to the cfew's interrelationshiNs.
Outright theft on the other hand is obviously
a more serious cxyime, but may or may not be
handled in the sal afgger as the cats.
When I returnx“t_q/{hve ship from ;he‘he!pltnl
I vas informed that there was a thief onBoard.
Oge of the men sa1d some of .the men had been

migsing cigarettes, money and sealing tags. He

- said he wished he could find out who had been %
stealing.
It's the horst/thlng tof have aboard

a ship, a tW1ef. You can't trust. ,
anybody until you find him., If you
. knew who it was you could just break ’
his fingers or something and :h%
. would be the end of it. But if jou
v don't know, then it poisons the whole
trip. * *

__4‘&:...5:1:& the exception of this man who tended -
"to be more vocal than the others about such
- s
tssues; there was no mention of”s stealing problem.

There vas. no witch hunt and the men carried on” B

-

P
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as before, not making any partlcular effort to

.
hide their valuables. I was 1eEL wandering

" whether my informant simply vanted to say something
2 dramatic to me. -
It ’Ih unlikely the sealers would want to
confront-a crew wember Lf it could be avolded,

because of the conflict avoidance mechanisms

" mentfoned 1n the iittoduction. If would have
been a serious breach of trust ‘and solidarity
1f a hunt for the thief had taken place. , However,

- {f sqmedne was caught in a sftuation that was

" obviously violating somebody's personal rights,

y ; Fight

. . action would hgve to be y:ken.

"Outside of the ode incident, I heard no
more tales of theft.  Th& mate Had a cat taken 2
though, in a rather telling episode.
- The nate was spotting families off hoods

from the barrel and saw a tat' on the ice. A
: !

man on. the ice had seen th'e cat 4ndependently .
(T and vas making his way toward it at the same
d time. - Meanwhile a gumner, shooting from the

bow, had also seeh 'it. All three men claimed

g the caEX When the meén on the ice came aboafd,

- the mate ordered that thé cat be placed_beside
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T
. his cabin door. ‘The man who had seen it from the .
i ice made a disgruntled reply to his fellows
and told the mate he had seen the cat as well,
b8 ave Hetepeicn €6 the WaATWRG 9Y EHLE
.. 'timefvss using 4% GHENGELEY Wi @ superior-afficer.
The gunner also spoke up and said the cat was
his, but that he vas willing .l'.o let'the A W .
was on the i;:e claim it. He did not think the
,‘ ) nate should have it. Keeping his voice: low enough
80 that the mate could not hear.him, he said “that
in order to avoid another such incident, "I'l1
Bioody well mhoot ©he exe sne £ull of fGoles
,if that's the way :ﬁ:ey‘x:e going £o be." So the
mate had his authority deferred ,to, and the cat "
vas placed Wl daprs 'Prediccably, At d1d’ not - e
stay ghere veryllong."
v 3 Peter later told me that he had seen two of
the fengineers on the helicopter deck the next
2 nigt:t. We were stopped beside one of the llo:f/vegxqp
ships, waiting as Department of Fisheries scientists -
\ transferred some of their samples. Peter saw
that the engineers v;ere tying a bundle to a rope
to transfer to the other ship;

Ly I didn't- care what they vere doing. I
) .
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N b
*knew it vas the matd's cat, so I
wanted to make sure it was tied so it
wouldn't comg off. So I tied it proper
for them so thgy wouldn't lose it.
Then I stood and waited while they
hauled it aboard. But- he (one of the
engineers) left, see. Well, along comes
\ this Norwegian fellow with his jacket
- bulging with cigarettes. He threw us
each a couple of cartons and we took
off. Well, I never told any of this,
but he (the man who left) asked him
.(the other engineer) if he got anything
for the cat. Well, I just about split.
Sée, I had his cigarettes!
The mate was suitably duped. His questionable 4
.
use of authority,in the incident had earned him
widespread criticism’ on the ship, and the y
e
engineers thought it would be a particularly
appropriate practical joke to relieve him of his
cat. It is unlikely that the sealers would
have taken this action since the mateds in a
" . C e -
‘position much superior to theirs; but the engineers,
being fellow officers, could get away with it
without too much fear of the consequences if
, they wére caught. The fact that they did not
expect much in the way of reward for their
generosity is an indication that they saw the
{incident in terms of a joke. By guxng/n\e'
/ ¢
cat to another ship thep also {nsured jthat fufure -
dilugfnmants over this particular clt‘{uould l
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«not occur. For his trouble,-one of the engineers
fell victim to another, second plundering--the
loss of the cigarettes intended for hlm,(whlch
_Peter kept. The mate squabbled a little that
his cat had bBen stolen, but soon let the matter
“drop and the inctdent received no further
comment.
On the second to 1u; day of the hunt I
watched as Norman skinned a cat. It gas his
, fifth cat that afternoon and he complained th’nl
his hands were cold and painful and that he was
having a great” deal of a1£E1culty perforatny
this intricate task. Because the cat will be
stuffed and mounted, the skin needs to be taken
off 1in one round piece. There is more than one
way of doing this. The skin can be turned inside
out through the mouth, or throug.h a small sll:‘
made in the beliy, cutting away the carcass
a5 bt emaziens, ‘Than, it ppedn) o ba eleansd end) |
tanned by taxidermist on shore, turned right
side out agatn and then stuffed. While a sealer
may pay up to $100.00 to have a cat’ tanned and
Jotugted by a taxidermist who would c.hnrg'ev extra

for the services Norman was providing, Norman

~o




. o g m o m .
charged nothing for his work. I asked him why

he continued if\ils hands were so painful.

"Well, there's not much you can do about the cold,
you can't do this with ;):vel on, and the boys
want them done .{, they can have them ltuffed\‘vhen

we get in."




CHAPTER VI ® A

- RETURNING .
The ship took oné thousand hood seals before 7
the captain decided to return to port. He had

« set that limit himself, thinking it wuu'l Tespectable

cagch. He wanted to have time to sell the flippers
and ge:lln:o the processing plant for unloading
‘while the facilities were free of other vessels.
G ! We started for port the morning kof March 29,
twenty-five days after the trip had begun, aid the
ship stopped occasicnally on the way to kill hood

‘~seals as we came across them. The txrip to port took

only onme day and by 7:00 p.& that evening we were
tied to the wharf 1in Catalina, the £irst community

. in which ve would try to sell our flippers (see map).

§ The men had spent the afternoon cleaning their

quarters and the wheelhouse, which were then in- .
spected by the first mate wvho gave his approval. .

It wvas another warm and sunny day and the men were

. understandably in good spirits, anxious to be home.

NEXT YEAR? . ..

Conversation seemed to turm naturally to - %

who would be coming out the next spring: Apparently d X

this happens every year (Sanger, personal commupication).
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Most of the neophytes said something like, "No, b'y,
I came out to see it and now I've seen it so I
don't think I need to go through all that again."
And the initiates said things like, "Well, I wanted
to have a fev years at it'and I've had a fewnow to
know what 1t's like{ goJI don't imagine I'11 do it
3ain." ‘The genersl feeling was that it had been
. good ‘expérience, but one that was not necessarily
" worth repeating. The elders, on the otper hand,
realized chely would 11‘ke1y be out the next year
despite what they may feel at 'the end uf the voyage,
"Yes, I da;elly I'll have.a \cuupla more springs
in yet before I giveu it up." -

Although the men were now in a good mood, the
trip nearly over, the atmoshpere see::{ed to be
generally negative toward sealing. They had had
enqugh of both the ship and seale;’thelr ;mney had
been made and the adventure was over. ' They wnn:e’d
to see fufnii‘y and friends again ang were close enough
:o the experience of sealing that they rememberdd *
:he hatrdships which are inueplxnhle from it. They ¢
uu-e concerned with haw much’ mnn:y :h:y had nnde,/
And hov quickly they :nuld get the ‘bualn;go o; ui=

1nad1n5 tinhhcd and resume their normal 11«""‘ Most




ant to leave. It wa:

of all, one would think, they would want to be out
’
of the digty, smelly, confined quarters they had
D 1
occupied for nearily a month.
-

But an hour after the ship had docked, thele

ire still qeveral nen aboard: About half the sealers
= : A :

hud relatives or friendn vaiting for them at the
vharf -nd :heu 1ef; qulckly :u go hmu. bn: the,
o:hen ueemad in no hurry to leave .the ship. " Pnrl' -
of the reu’aun for :his was I:hn: some of them had _ ~
1o money and vere in a strange toun- I had a sgall
amount of”~ cash and 1a“€1\\’:u: wha: 1 hld,’e‘nauzh for

a few beu—u anyway. B 111 the men seemed- reluct

s it there wai 4 s security’ m—

be found ahoud/ that would be ruined by@:eppﬁng
ashore. CHati saei to be: an nnvlll!n;neq to
sepatate Tronthe ve-sel vhich had prcvided‘n safe *
WEvey BOELL Gohs Bab wil  Cablitie same time, - .
despised for the deprlvuion- it caused.

Soon  though, the nén decided to make™s
‘Itentltive move 6nto the shore, About seven of’ us
vent ta.a nlun‘;lub where ve met Isaac and a couple
of the other sealers, who were alréady drinking.

Al re:urntng sealers the men seemed to bn .bh

to enkn a4 licence thay would not have nrdinlrily N

-




. g B 170
] N
e taken. Tha'maeey soon rdn gut-and the bar manager
. . ) [
gave oug several roundl bf-drinks. -As well, :ouhds

!era bou;ht by o:hat pltranu for the men, and Iuauc

-and Jim went lxounf‘lghe tables dancing and -hu!.ng

7 eand passed round a hat for Gontribucions whifk
‘yidlded more drinks. At‘the end of the evening

-" Ji;; was able to Enlk the bar manager dut of a

wi bottle of rum and prcvniled upon him to give: us-

V * alt 'a ride back to thg ship. I wauld not doub[
"that the bar. lou.t n“nney on the even!n.g.

’ The—townspgople seemed ‘ankious to tiy to
e share in ulm company of the returning sealers. 'l"hey

EN 4
“Juere excited about the trip-and often asked for

. details of incidonu :bey lud hebrd ntou: on :l\e
rldlo while ve ‘had: been n.un.. They vanted to 5

i lmov Hlut ﬂu vu:l\\r had been:like, vhether we

¥ h-d nlun our tuu quon, whether u‘hnd been

dnd the like. .The

Eo :rnubl-d by :ha pro:u:er"
sdal
}ro- the hunt ‘l‘h are ly.boll of the culturql

i .i
v,

. g
s are hpornn: peogle when tﬂy ;‘urn

- .
lunl.ng ‘tl\nt the hi has for mvfoundhnd. It

ed nonvhu akin to.the aﬂuuon ‘1":\
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FLIPPERS o o :
. The next moraing vas raw nnd r.lny. <Most of - ¥ \
v .the men uen hung over, as mlgh: be expected, and

by 8:00 a.m. a crowd. of peop_le had lined up on the -

: . % uharg uaus.ng for flippers. The stareing price

s $18.00 per dozen and 15 a retail ontlet was

* (nying more n,n un'eoun, the price dropped °
to $16.00 per doun. Tvo of the sealers collected

B - the money and Kep: a télly of vhu had been s0ld,

while the rest of the mem,who were present hauled “

the flippers from the hold ahd sorgted them into '
2 ~ %
.bags. The people on the wharf displayed the same ¥ E
. L ' . .
2 5 ” curiousity and excitement as had the peaply}n
s 8 .

the tavern the night before.  Some%had come a'good

g f »
distance to buy {the flippers, and although there x4
was some hn;gung ovar‘ricel, most seemed nontant.

Dna 8ot :he feeling that many of the peaple hlrl

con?d‘oc only to buy flippers but to share in the

-

.4 C aaxcnament of the ‘ant. ' g .

mn-i.ng the night the ship steamed to

cnrboncn: to sell the rest of the flippers the ¥y
. A

[ . next nurnin:. Several men -hou-d up looking for

‘n better. prie-. They ceupl-ln-d that they \unnd

to retail then and that they could ‘dot make enough

; ' A .




' Yprofit at our.discougt of $2.00 per dozen for bulk

sales. Because they wantéd a large quantity
they thought that they should be abie to purchase -
.thé flippers’ for $9.00 per dozen. The\ sealers
-nd'(‘h’e captain were angry at this proposition, -
not oaly bec;uu, they thought it was bad business
deal, but arse because they felt their wofk p—
;6meth1ng 1npe;-:.nt and they were insulted by

this EaE deal maldng. "We uorked' cul': asses ofp A
for the likes of that. He's gqt some nerve coming
roind here looking tq ‘steal flippers at’that price...
Lox;d Jesus! You go out there and freeze your ¥

tail for these people and they want to r

when you come back!"

PROCESSING : -
EROCESSING 5 ° 5
The ship sailed to, the process plant at
Dildo the next morning. The Carino seal processing

plant at Dildo is a subsidiarysof the Rieber forp-

* or-tj:on of Bergen, Norway. It han‘dlal all seal

pelts processed in Newfoundland.  Isdividual lpndsmon
sell their pelts to agents-in their home cljmunities
o truck thei to Dildo, while the ships stmply
unlgul &_lr :pll(l at the plant wharf, e

The M 1s scraped off the p.lé and is




e paa:

i

-
sepatated and refined to be used as high quality
01l 1n‘products lui:l'm\au soaps, margarin®, perfunes,
a:\d fpu‘:hins oil. The-’%ltd.-re clenn’ad, graded >
4 S4E 1A HELEG E6 Keap untdl they are seat to
Norway :‘, :nnning. The whitecoat pe\u age than
dyed -hce thes natural uhj.teneu tends to yeunv
with time. Those of paor quality are dyed dark
colours to hide imperfections, while top qu;lity’
pelis can be-made to lagk Iike miak or some other
more highly priced fur. West Germany is thef
lurgea; m<:kelt for finlu&g_d\ pelts, :1:hough they
dre also senf to several other E\l‘topeln cm:n:rle's
%o a: wade Hdko:varloussprofustay prlnafily desers
ative clothing. )
Wl.onmc' , .
The unloading fpok three days and one more
day was spent cleaning the hold. At first the
. camaraderie ampong the crew broke down ‘Lnr.u bickering
" and complaining. On_the first morning thbre verd
only six men Horkinu.' SAVern'l‘ had been home and
were slow in raturnln‘; to thninhip. A few others
: acuphined about -various 111ne-’.;}. and injuries.

ictor claimed hy- had a lcri I-L Harry r{-d come

down ‘with the 'f#u. andfanother man complained of
b}

-




‘from each other. The men in the nold compld)ud
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severe haemorrhoids. ‘ ) p
The six men who .showed up ready for work

‘the first morning,were almost all either eldu:a.-

or, ytes. One man opéerated the winch -yhic}f 2
brfught the pelts out of the hold and put them ° °
into the vaiting tfuck on the docks Billy -quickly -

ensconced himself as the man who unloaded the pelts ™87 °

“in the tryck, while Isaac, Norman, Ches and "I
.

- worked in the hold loading the pelts ontd straps - "y

which were hauled to the deck with the winch cable.

It was aty,-stinking work. The fat on the pelts

.

had eitheg begun Vt‘lrn to rancid ou. Lot they
wére still fto’zen d needed to be prled loose;
that they shbuld ot be the nnly ones’ wurking nndd ‘f’.

began naming men _who u_qra not there, tearing down -
the excuses they had given. ‘\Iormvnn’vnl pu;:cu‘a’u)

incensed with our cabin médte, Victor. "llil. 153'7

wasn't so sore when he walked up to the cliub

Jlast night." . . . . & ""

“~ .

ater that afterncon several of the other men
returned from their visits vith families and helped

with :h. vork. The captain told us that th- men

wvho d!.d not -hav !ar vork would be docknd money from
t
-




s IS 7 ’ 175 : E

\ J -
their (hare', of the catchy/ This began a new round

. of picKefing. The year beforp the captain had
- deducted $25.00 for every day not worked, but some

of tha‘men did not think this was enough, ' Others -

felt that the captain would just’take this money
- in. any gade and chu; it mgght as vell go'to the ,‘
men. "By the afternoon’of the second. day however,
copiy nearly all the men had retirned to the ship. / ‘
\ Although the men had complained about them in their

sbesose, vhey were happily welcomed aboard. There-
. . ‘after the work wat quickly and smoothly. The

,~~ old shift system adok developed and no one had to o

work sWth long hours without taking time_ou: for a -
o ! : “reat. 4 *

The captaim tomplained that the pelts were
vnor. of :h; same t q:mlil:y as he had been used to

in the past seyeral years. He ‘stormed aboard one

evening with a blueblck pelt he hadl taken from

v 4 - .
the' grader's table. It had large holes where.the \
! . flippers had been cut off loppily and there were
‘several small nicks.in it which would#not show

¢ -
\ uhu‘v the the fat was still on it, but which were

A very visible ‘h.n fat was removed. "This should

have been parfeit. pelt," he to}d the second ma




We should have got $56 00 for it.
But look at the size of those flipper
. J\olas. And that's not so bad as theJ
nicks in the back, right through the .
best part of the pelt. .They'll have
to cut it up for scraps, you can't
make a coat out of that. It should
1 have been an A-1 pelt, now it's a
C-2, worth about $22.00. So that
8lip of the kanife cost $34.00. Lord
Jesus! I knew who was doing that bad

work byt I didn't want to say:anything. B

i I never thought it would be this bad.
We lost a lot of money from. h&ﬂapelting
N this trip. I got compliments the
—_ past two years for having the best

quality pelts buf we sure won't get
that this year. 4

.

The unloading took three days. April &4 was

‘the last day of work. The hold was cleaned with

caustic goda in the morning mnd the ethnographer
was given the oiuou.u task of.cleaning the toilets.

After dinner the'men had cleaned up and_changed

.. -
their clothes. Most of the beardg had been shaved

" by this time and the men teased A£ach other about /~

ho\i diffnrent they lemkcd when clean.

The clptl!n was in good spirits when he cam!
aboard Hith,a suitcase full ‘Wr from the sale
of llippar-. carcasses and ful.e hood genitals. The
men folloved him 1ncd zne}ﬁe-. vwhere he explained

I\ov the lhnu had been divided. He mentioned that
¢ .
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< ~
those men who. had missed days unloading had been

docked pay and @hat the proceeds from the fewt
remaining flippers would be added to the cheques
which would be seag out after Jthe pelt money had
‘been paid by the processing company and divided
up. The £lipper shares, including carcasses and
"cpcks{ came to $684.00. The pelt money, seventy-
ix paident ot untel would be taken as'the shipbs
share and :uanr.y-f;ur percent of which would be

edivided among. the men, came to about $1,800.00

+ for each man.

SECOND TRIP » 4
. 2 o
Another topic of conversation at this time

the pouibui:y of going on the "u-:ond trip”.

‘(he ship lud been chlrtered by the 'ov(rnlen: to ’
carry ou: some stock n--eu-gn: work which vonld

involve taking/ "beater" harp seals ( fltl'l: year pu

which have completed a .first moult to. a soft /

spotted gréy coat). - The sealing crew would be

.conpriud of about seven men from :h. present :r.\v
vho were ullud by the clpuin :o enntinun as crew
for the second trip. The vork‘vauld nke IPPI'D"
i

to.that of a rl;ylli“-'ducl hand, plus a share of ‘the

voan

tely two weeks,/ They would be Waid a salary equal



Lo

tome ‘gohg off again."

- s
pelt money, since ghe Fisheries Department was .
interested only in-obtaining carcasses. But the.

money would not equal that which hads made

at the hlin»hun‘:. It wag considered something
of an honout to be asked to go dut sxaly because
:he. crew was smuller‘ ;;m the captain would n:::
ask those whom he liked best. Not all of those
asked were quick toaccept. - , 3

Several of 'the men had economic reasons for : .
aot vanting to go on the second trip whéther they ) .
were asked or not. Two .thought Ehey wo.(u seill
be able to take seals near thei}‘homes as landsmen, “
others hnd‘ fishing gear to ready, their homes- 1
‘Eb, paint jor( other'jobs lined up. Some had f:'m;ly-
considerations, "The missus isn't going to take kindly
still, Normaa would go--
h- 1s a bachelor and had planned to work on the ship
nf:u: the hunt ).n any case. lun-c and Ches went

.and thn two landsmen nvautuully chlnged :heir minds.

Billy vas asked:whds: the ship v'.". fidally headed ‘e

PR )
hyquun-. uehounh‘ he vas .:111 nervous in the

;
cap:un s company. He mly'luvc simply’ bnn L

R




overlooked initially, because the captain asked

~
him ip a way that made it sound as if he ,had been

vaiting for an affirmative answer to a question ' s

rd
already posed. JAre you coming ouf the next trip,

Billy, or not?" Billy said he would think /about |, ' % i
it, but eventually decided mot to go on the grounds .
that he was sick of sealing for the time being. .

CHANGE OF HEART  ~J

« I asked Billy the morning before he received
his flipper money why he had come to the seal hunt.
Had 1t just been “toi Biie Jhoaey, Y WEEs EHETR BENEE,,
wore pe¥sonal considerations luvolved? I rememhered
£hats whaR T ‘ELeaE WA Wiw it ‘the dosketde:as v
wwte, abaur: €6 fvave o8, thE trip, He said.that he
wanted to naa];»h:l:auue his father had been out

six springs and'he wanted to see what it 'was like.
He hgd claimed nat to have been able to sleep since

Chriptmas for zunw about the hunt. Surely there ' ;
-

uhad been more than the money on his mind. '"Na," )
\

he said, "it's for the money. You wouldn't go and

.
“work that hard just for the fun of it, would you?" .

"In Jine, Bill (I didefft 1ike te call him e e

Billy any longer, he had changed) Was still not .

e . "
sure ¢he wanted lp go out aggin. "Oh, I go down to §




the.ship every now and then when it's in port, . §

but I {n_n'e know 1f I'll go out again. It wgs.a.
.

- . good' thing to see the hunt and I've domne that.

You know, I still don't like killing those little  °

things. They're so cute, it's a sin." . T

2 : Six months later, shortly after Christmas,

L his tune had changed considerably. "I wefit down

the other day to ask'the captain if I could have a,

her:h’ He said I could coméy - I can hgrdly wait

until the boys get into town. It will be so good
) to mee Isaac again, and you remember Jim. Jesus,

remember him and Isaac dancing around the club with

o .a hat getting money!"*

Although I did not participate in the 1980

3 . ‘.
hunr., }mat with several of the sealers immediat€ly
B -f:er they returned. Bill was Eir y ensconced
as one of the initiates. Hé was confident and W

i relaxed, no longer a"boy showing off but a mansho
knev he had compofted himself well. He told m;\

later that he no longer felt intimidated by the

g cgptl‘!n or Isaac. In fact, he criticised Isaac

for a number nf things, something' he would not

have dona nu year bafon. I asked Isaac how Bill

g hul manued on the 1:- thlt year, “Ha 8 a good \/

i, N ,‘ = '( "’
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steady hand now, he is. 'Dida real good share."
But dgapi:e thé fact that he had just finighed a
very good trip, Bill wge again act sure he ‘would
want to return to thx:‘n: next year.

Following the -pattern however, by November
‘of that year there was no-way to keep Bill away
Cron the Mext Kunk. FLooky™ e jwatd, Fuas 1
voll my Father 3 win goding oot chat Eliat wpring
he told me I'd judt have one spring and then
wouldn't want to go at it again. Well, he was out
six springs and‘ 1've been, out two. I just uq‘\t‘to
see the look on his face when I Me home from my
sevanﬁ’th 'spring." .

The attitude, of family and friends helgs
reinforce Bill's love of th(;"hm'.' He "told me
that ‘she-nLgho/etoie e waa teady o g0 oA /EhE
1980 hunt hdlcame home qu a farewell evening
with his friends to find that his father had plck'od
all his gear for him, including & new sheath that\
an uncle had made. .',"""'" sure made me feel good."
After the 1981 hunt, his o invited ;1(_:h-:‘
"sealers from the ship to her home for turkey dimner.
Bill dlf :ot think this a good idea for 4 number .

"of reasons and turned down the offer on bohautof
2
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the crew. It is obvious that -1:hw{;h she C«onus

.+ about ‘her son at the ice; she is at the .same time

very proud thatihe goes sealing, lnd he“recognizes
g
her pride. E S
It 13 mot. just 11v1ng up to the pride of .
parents that' keeps Bill interested ll\ the seal
hunt. He has a déep attachment to the men and to -
the work. "I loves.it, -I really do.’.It means 4

-~
lot to me. And I love those guys, it's the best

,thing in the world.’ It's not the same as fishing.

N ;
I suppose 1'11-be out fifteen springs if I

can." 'Bill's attitude seems typical. Harry, my

fornsE cabis mate, told me a month before th 1981 z “

hunt began: &
7 . - .
I\nn't know"1f I'11 be going out <,

again. I've been working on the Y »
Arctic Explorer (another sealing e
ship that also does scientific i ®
work on charter) agd they've given
me a berth. But it would be my month
off. I've hardly seen my wifé and
baby in six months. I've been at sea
and I've got to start buudlng a house
this spring. My father's going .
out thig spring on one of the other . . |
ships, But I don't know 18 T will... °
Oh hell, you know I won't be able .
K - to stay avay from it. As sood as I
see the boys coming back you 'Know
1!11%e there!

Teant . S

e
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There exists a notion that the sea has an

ability to . get intc a man's blood",’ to v-‘utué, S - .
hA gl <>

hism again and agaia to pit hiamself agatase the

i :n-peu-ennl, ngcuinl, cenelen roll ol the 7 e « =
“wave. Many wiIl uy, quite :uru:uy. that 1t 1s /
‘\, some fnru of e:ona-l: ne::lll(y that. I:up- men N ‘)

) re:unung to tHe.sea. ‘I a

ert there is another -
fundamental lure, whether it be a Yearnins for the L o
sensuous :éu'us the ship at sea, the camaraderie

of credship; a aeed to take a risk in an unpredict- o &

B s lhle‘pnvircnlant. or something’ more mystical which -

’ i drlu:l ":l|e-. ‘l‘hu-c are more romantic and, llo‘rphou{,

qnuluu but they account for much gf a man's

personal -o*vnlonl for wanting to return to  _ | Nl %

. < ' LY €
< -the sea. . - w Y
’

. »
. Shortly after 8:00 a.m. on the morning cf

. July 3, 1981 the

a \:olln; -Mp

ovnad by the carlno Company lnd under charter to

s a seismic exploration company, duvdobcd a u-: }

‘nun

vhuu lliling\n re luvnly :-1- water
- £ St. Anthony.’ ' She: sank quic‘lﬂy vlth the lo-i of éhig-

teqn men, including Harry, who “ll(nltn h " -




e The Ziuc -zctlon of :ﬁi- chapter deAlu

. economtes of the sealers. The second

1 n-
) : 2% - -
+ 2 " ~
. - ) CHAPTER VII g
- L2 ~ Y & B 3
> MOTIVATIONS' °

. There lte two main sets ‘of -o:lv-uonl

for a man to -eek a ber’:h to the ice. One u

economic. It i hirly :l:ralght forvard and ‘is: 3
most c"en'uu to the hunt. But thé' men's relation: ;

_‘_amy to the hunc is x\ot entirely econonic or

_utul:arinn. The other set of motileionl is

mnore complex and is eubedded in the social and .

"+ cultural fabrdc of Newfoundland.. Th®s relatfonship

has developed because the seal bunt holds such
an important place in Newfoundland's past. Bit
sealing is in no way a sport aMd if it were
Vel FELRACILY for' agventure 1t wpuld be.a

very different and -uch lgnl llelningful evan\t.\

Hi\h\the more utilitarian anpectl of the hunt,.
.showing how the money earned fits into the household
Ny d ;

‘ction will d%a
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TN e Co - g
*with the more amorphous question of socio-cultural ‘ 5
N i

relationships to the hunt. As suggested in the
1r;ttodur::10n, economic activity is not always
motivated solely by'a dollars and cents ration- O
Aliey: This is pa;:,inul;ny-c\:ue of the seal :

hunt where a 1ofg tradition and associated

hardshlpﬂ have eleva:ed its profile ﬂnd made

it aamething muu:hnn a mundune, practical 5 O

2y . ‘economic aqrivity. . L —-

The sealing industry developed on the o oy K
northeast coast of Newfoundland since this

area 1s closest to the migrating herds of harp

seals. Most sealers today are inshore fishermen

or other seasonally employed or Self-employed

residents of the small towns and villages

.situated along this coast.’ The two large coastal
- towns of Lewisporte and Bonavista each have . L
populations of about four thousand but hany

of the smaller. outpor:s have less than five e

e hundred paopla.

- - : The ecnnomua of these communities rely

. ' primarily oa the short summdr fishing season, | . A
\

which lasts from mid May through to lnteJ October.
. s ;




: 2, The #hshore and nearshoze (fisheries can be ) :
paf:iculafiilugs.eable-qng unpredictable, h|;: a .
few med find«work in other industries\ on either -

4 seasonal })r.mare permanent!basis.” However, % ~
N ‘thosé: able to ,make earnlngs roughly equxvalen: W w %
to a steadily amployed industrial wage garner

"1 matnland Cannda are rare lm’ieed. )

/Bauer aendoniic opportunities might be

availdble elsewhere, but many prefer to stay at N & %

me 1f they can possibly manage it. Staying 1

; ! ; X

Uis encouraged by pride in their rural heritage U
and the freedoms its lifestyle affords. Government

sponsored programmes such as Unepployment Insurance

Beaefits and Canada™Works projects, combined with
subsistence level gardening, hunting and wpods. o i
work Help: crewte w Slocalist econontls busd: ;
Bven jau;, the standard of living'is often well _

below the Canadian average, and maximim use must -
| be made of available resources.

My cabin,mate Victor, for example, lives ™

in a small co}.imunny in Notre Dame Bay with a

populafion of about oneShundiéd people. ‘His -

Eather 8 nmull two uoré—)\’ huuse is home to an

extended family of four'sons, their mother,
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grandparents, and often Victor's girlfriend.'.

* They have no running water. The kitchen 1s’kept *
. sweltering by a huge wood stove which burns

. continuously and dries the multitude of socks

and undervear that hang over it. Tea is adways -
teady, and Victor's mother investsa goodly amount
5f pride in keeping an ‘ample 'supply vf food

on ‘ﬁgnd. In fact,”it can be embarrassing to .

a visito? who has to push away steaming plates'

of'potatoes, turnip and fish, protesting a .

§ .

bulgidg bellys . - ) B

Victor's father is unable 'to fish or do
any strenuous work because of a heart: copdition:
fie does keep busy with handxuerk'uou;‘d the
house and mends some of his sons' fishing gear.’
Victorts mothill keens: sfx jor meven sheey iwiddh
they occasionally bu'zuhzir. _They are more valued
for :hz,ir wool, which is s:l\"t to Prince Eduur‘d
Island for spinning ,and dy’eing -and sent back to

her as yarn. She makes a cohsiderable saving

‘ov%z.scnu bought wool this way, and claims the

wool 18 of much better quality. She 'knits it
into socks, sweaters and caps. A garden plot,

located abo one hundred metres from the house,

o .
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. . >
-provides vegetables, mostly turnips and potatoes,

which are stored in a root cellar for consumption  °
through (!,\a,'vtn:ar. Victor and his brothers,

and sometimes their father, collect wobd during

the Sat) il whnrer dad Tasws 3% € cwxb. for

j 5 ‘use-the following Winter. ¥ it

b 5 .
Cash comes into the house in one of two

ways: flshing or government supplied subsidies.
Victor's father receives a small disability

.+ - pension, his grandmother receives the 01d Age

- * Pension, and the older boys receive Unemp'lnyunt

_Iasurance benéfits throngh the winter after the

. fishery has finished. Victor's mother collects ) : g

Family Allowance payments for the two sons who -
are still young! enough to be eligible. o
. Victor and his younger brother work as

crewmen on tHeir father's brother's trapskiff

along with a cousin and a shareman. During the

. . T A
season they haul the fish traps twice daily;

early in the morning and again late in the afternoon.

Victor claims that when the fishing is plr;lculn’ly
good, as it

s the summer Before I visited him, -~ -

he could make up to $600.00 per week during the

puic of the season. - But this does not all




' 'He also jigs for cod, and sets lobster pots and

come from the trapskiff peratisn, As he, says,
v'iw-han I Qo. fishing, I like to do it f‘ull time,
o sense wasting flzh." In his hours away from
the trapskiff, he sets trawls (lengths pf line
‘floated at both ends and ar:c)\oted_, from which

many smaller baited lines trail to the botfom).

salmon nets in season. He contributes some of

of it 1s put away in a fund for.his own house
which he expects to build within a Fos eus:
after he dg marcieds® =5

In the summer of 1979, Victor had plans, to

marry his girlfriend the next spring and head

-his earnings to the family household, but much. &

N

west to Calgary where he had.worked once before.

He hoped he could save' enough money there in a

‘couple of years working at copstriction jobs

80 that he would be able to return home, b(xild
: 4

a house and continue fishing. He did not plan

to go sealing again the. following year because
he thought that by that ‘time he would be in
Alberta. "Besides," he said, "I've done it three
years now, I think it's time I took a rest from’

1




Slnce‘ a genler must be free»from other
obligations during the sealing seagson, virtually ’
N all sealers are seasonally emplojed people.’

As an inshore fisherman, Victor's economic
. adaptation is qui/g?e representative of most of
_the iarge vessel sealers as well ad the nearly
four thousand landsman sealers in rural ;aaz_un-
Canada. The viabflity of Victor's ud:?:a,:inn s
o " does not rely.entirely on his being-able to go = \ !
. . sealing|din the &pring,-but he must make good use = i

of whatever opportunities come his way and in

this he has few choices. The seal hunt is one of

a_number of- economic possibilities which must

be taken advantage of, whether nne\goes on the Y

large vessel hunt, as we are concerned with here,

or takes part in the landsman hunt. # %

For three years the hunt provided- Victor

with a sizeable supplementafy income at a time

of year when he would otherwise have been doing

1itel in the way of econamlc nczivity. But the
! geal hunt ‘is something of a gamble for him.

,He is well awate the ship is not always able to

take its full quota of seals and his investment

. of time and hard work may not have a corresponding
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o~ :
payoff, kspecially since he will lose Unemployment
Insurance benefits during the time he is out.

= ' March and most of April are often referred

to as the "dead momths" in'rural Newfoundland,

_when primary economic activities virtually cease
and there is a resultant slowdown in other—-

- s‘eczor! of the rural ecnnomy‘.. The hunting ¥
seasons have'finished, work cutting wood is

7 -slowing down, and the ishing and gnrdenins

Shisois HaAVE HOE Vet bepun, .Meh pursue sealing = °*

. during this time. The winter ‘hgs-used up most

e of the summer savings, Unemployment Insurance

payments may be stregfched, and it wﬂ.ll be some’
months before much money can be realized from
. the fishery. The hunt p’roviden men with dn '
N immediate and substantial cash flow Which can
be used ’z_ox’mjor Fexpendifurbs wach; ss owtFieting
.. for the summer fishery.

- . Some of ‘the sealers reinvest their seal

" bunt edraings, directly back into the rural’
_'e:onemy'. Jacob for exaﬁle, was in his early

hirtlu in 1979 and livzd at hnme with his

o o widowsd mothss La+a Waall community on Fogo Island.

s " He had decided to buy a trapskiff and fishing




" late spring of 1979 he was busy

He also/ returned to sealing af
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gear with a partner and needed to earn a'consid-
erable amount of money 1n’a rela:ivelxjnhox: '
time. He 'returned to the hunt n,‘f:er an absence
of several years so that he could b fishing

by the cemiq;__\pmmer. When I visited him in the

utting an

engine 1in the second hand lvn:at'-%le and his
partner ‘had bought. \ [- r
necgus:the hunt prov\i\de! i sizeable amount’
for major investments.. Wagel labour (which is
usually. not available) would only trickle -mohay
into the household, where savings are soon eaten
up by small expenditures. Many of the sealers
used their earnings to buy substantiBl items.
Victor baught a used car, Jame‘? bought a new

. |« &
television. Wilf, who is from Jacob's home-

community, needed money to buy|materials for

the house he was building. He|wanted to
finish the job that summer so T-e and his fiancée
could move in after thedr wedd[ng in August.

er having been

Absent/-for a few years.

0,‘:her people can be more l‘p- less in need
/ I
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. of the money they can make sealing, depending
upon their present financial status. If there
have'been unexpected exl;endi:ux;n, or if they
have not been able to obtain the job they had
been planning on, or if they have had a poor

+ year in the fishery, ;:he need ma‘ybhe great.

"% Many sealers rely on the hunt for up to onme

% ], ‘ |
| third of their annual income. This is especially|

tfue of landsmen, many of whom own their own "
longliners (decked boats of between eleven
%, | and twenty metres). They rely on the spring
| sesl K11l in order ‘to raise capifal cests for the
“\coming summer flﬂ'\ery, and to meet payments -
. for" loans against their gear. For some, a.miased
e at ‘Eha sdal ‘NEWE SbA1d Waan ENdy Wau1d
5 Yot iy ab1E ke Toan peyNERES WA THEy EEELd
lose their boats. 5o 'while the seal fishery in &
'ftself does not provide the largest part of theLE
m:éme,_x: is often very significant. )
In 1982, the European Parliament
recommended that member countries ban the import
of Canadian seal pra'duqéa.\ Bill worried that
this decision might spell .the,end pf the sealing

lndus:ry‘: ) -



* natural resource. Lnrge capitdl expenditures

were able té reinvest their sealing profits
"financial empiye

‘owned by s
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ALl I gét.is what I can take from the

sea —- from fishing and gealing. 1

made $7,000.00 ‘last year fishing e

and anothercouple thousand at :eallng. =
. That's way below the poverty line. s '

It's (the hunt) important to me. .

The hunt is zssenciully (Bome Hould_aay s

quintessenti.lly) an necanumic nctivity. As

suggksted in Chapter’ 1 \p‘e historital seal

¥ '
hunt resembled a textbook caee of capitalist .

exploitation and over explodtatibn of a renevable

were invested in a high rlsk /high Féturn venture

whith, due to low labour cogts and high market

value for the product, engured enormous profit
2 A

for those companies ui7/the fesources to take

the gamble. Many sealfng entfepreneurs lost

their investments, byt those whé were successful

into more stable/concerns nnd build lasting

S g o _
In cc::{v/asc, seallng vessels today are -

, independent ship owners, many of

whom are /themselves captains. Most of these men § L

began séaling in the same yay as the men in this>
" L o
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study--as members of a sealing crew. They s

started as small boat owners specializing in

coastal trade, ferries and other operations,
25 ) and gradually increased their holdings until .
\ “they were able €0 buy boats capable of suctess-
fully competing in the large véssel huat..
With. the profits nade from good years at the
ice, -nd from their other interests, they were o
able to buy more hnats. T
The.ships bought for sealing are multi-
purpose, capable of ugcing in several different
capacities. Outside of the sealing industry
. the hip ovners compete among thems€lives for
charter work for their vessels during the rast"
of the ye;:r. They are relatively small ships
of;p}nximnely forty to sixty metfes in
leng'éh; and .are most l)’ften used as supporc
“vesselsifor ncnnnguphu ‘or o0il ula:ed ruurc\.
. figherdes patrol, oil £ 15 wrani by or ferry -
urvigls. The owners hire crews from a pool of B
"Toeat Geanen; woRE of wWhon'ass Known o Ene
owners- by peuon or teputa:inn. These seamen, . i =

many of whom work as unlers, J.pend on the

ship owaers' business for relatively dependable, ° Wi e




if often sporadic, work throughout the year.
The seal hunt can bd a' lucrative-business
for these siup owners. Much like the sealing

schooner owners of the exgh:eeuh S who used

- their ihips in the Labrador ‘cod- fishe\‘y during

the summer and fnll. sealing is the cornerazone

nE their husiness. Chattet! are often scarce

s and’ raraly can be counl:ed on as reliable sources

of fncome. The seal hunt provides capital
‘with which théy can maintain apd build their

small fleets. But AT is 4. dicey game for these:

entrepreneurs. 'Unlike thedir predecuscr?in & I

the late nineteenth a-nd early twentieth centuries

they are compara(ively snall buainessmen with a

narrow speciality.
The seal hunt remains a very risky (_\

venture. Costs 6f buying vessels, arranging

* for 1Lcencas£ insurance; fueung and outfitting

are ‘high. While profits to be made during a
‘good ‘year at the ice are considerable, a poor
Jear could create significant financial hardship.
Aside from,sealing their solvency rests on the
ability to Pind work for their bog:s' in a ;lery‘ ®

linited and coupe&lve'marke:. o

el
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. Althnugh as 2 distinctly Newfoundland '

industry the 1ng= vessel seal hunt.lagged and ;
almb¥r-gied during the late 1960's, Newfoundland's I
i)artidzuzion 14 e iat wis ::vxvéd ERESUER ©
_investmént by the FEEHGHE VHREL GiaEE. A8 £
a res?lc; the hunt, especially at the Front off

southern Labrador, has gnce agaia become a

i Y particularly Newfdundland activity. With the LI :

exceptian of the Noryegiana’,\uha are limited by

. more restrictive quota allowances, mearly all %

. Vessels now at the Front are owned by Newfound-

landers.

The fact that most sealing ships are now

S SRR

locally ovned and, upemc‘ed has caonsequences for . 5

_the "Wy the hunt is perceived within Newfoundland.
In the 1950's ahd 1960's there had been some 2

‘question about the ‘claim Nelufoundland had to J-

"its™ hupt when the industry seemed to be

p -
dominued by Nova Scotian and Notwegian 1n:eres:u,
ev:n chough most of ‘the senling crews on :he L TS
[ Nova Scotian vessels were Newfoundlnndera. Now,: ,." &
g [

in medla reporta and 11\ ‘che puhlic consciousness

L " there does not appear %o lba-hv adeh aabLEETE s 1

undland industry,

. "' The seal hunt.is clearly a ¥

ey, ¢ gpraat




at least in 'the minds of Newfoundlanders. 3
Although 'there are seal harvests on the Quebec

North Shore and around the Magdalen Islands,

the central focus of the industry i# Newfoundland.

In 1983 there is talk of eliminating the Norwegian B X
; 7 -8 .

connecpion entirely and developing secondary

i
processing and marketing capabilities within ;
the pyovince. These ideas have come about . )

“in reactlun to-the possibllity ‘that :radi:innnl °

- Eurupean markus may be- ruined through, the

efforr,s-of the an:i-—seal hunt prnteut lobby.
, For all concerned the seal hunt represents

. the ability to earn a substantial amount of money,

L. . which is alvays important in a marginal economy.
This is especially so because the seal hunt occurs

at a critical time of year. It can also be'crucial

that sealing money comes in a lump sum which. : S

favours' investment in large and important items.

SOCIAL AND CI LTURAL ATTAC ENTS

. The seal hunt has a vivid and ancient, : )

history, nppreciar_ed 1€ not well known byl most - . S

§
" \ Newfoundlanders. 'n.‘u hlst.ary reflects many "" N .

the stt’ugglel and hardships assbciated with = §

b Newfoundland's legacys The priseat day hgmi : i

g = & 7 L
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* represents a continuity of this herl(,ge.

On our second evening at sea I had taken

my camera into the mess intending to clean "

the lenses and get some of the sealers used to”
< my having it. Jacob glared at me from across
f <7t the table. I did not know him at‘the time and
.. it was plain he di@ not trist me. "Don't you .
. go taklng plcrutes of no whitecoats," he told
- . v me.' "There's more of them than we'll.ever vy ®

need." Jacob then went on with his vehement
f o .
defence: .
g . I've got a right. My Father was.
) a' sealer, and his father. If they
% (the prntestera) stop theé-seal]
¢ hunt, and 1f we can make $2,00
on this trip, then it's $2,000.00
that I,wouldn't have-and that q ve
: . got a righf to.

. ’~ ]
/ - ‘He then rose and left the -mess. ;
. - |
The highly.inaccurate portrayal of!

. the killing of whitecdats by sealers has given /

the protest movement a powerful, emotional

weapon and reduced the issue to a.confrontation of
extreme positions. The sedlers are often
s b "depicted as savage infant murders, dunmed by . .

their poverty and lack of suphu:lcauon to
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being the economic pawns of the fur industry..

£§ o brue Ehad Mistorically EHe aealein

have been.gxploited by u;é sealing industry.

But they see themselvés as men who must battle
with a harsh and unforgiving envitonment for a
sometimes frugal, but honmestly received living.

" scott, in'his fhesis (1975: 141) tgolates
two major criteria for manhood' in Newfoundland
sgcié‘:y which,;he claims, have felevance to °
mcti\}}(\inns for sealing: hardiness, and the
ability r.\o ﬁgcvi;{z for one's fémxly'.‘ The two
criteria used to go hand in hand, for to be
a good provider in an ecomomy based on wresting
a living from a harsh environment one needed
to be physically hardy. Until comparatively
recently, in rural Newfoundland an education
would have been hardly comparable in importance,
to) thie: Ab114ty to spend Long hours dotng the
_back breaking labour of fishing or woods work
t.hn; put the food on the table and the fire in the
‘hearth. This is now changingi ' A m_l;n cdn .providé
_for his family Justsas well, perhaps even moré’

+ effectively, by using his brain rathef than.his
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+ brawn. Although a veak provincial economy limits

opportunities to enter secondary industry,“the
bureaucracy, the educational system and the like,

these features of a modern economy are much more

i widely distributed than they were fifty or'a - " .
. hundred years ago. Hence, although there is still/ L i
) an emphasis on physical hardiness, it is no Sl e e
10..53"- sudtna AbaauEe key to the mdpt important A
- feature of manhood: the ability to provide., '
= Nnn;thzge-u. the sealers tend to come from small . .
conmunities and are generally members of the
ng:npnuo'n-). ;:r-c- -;Mch must rely primarily on - ¥
. their physical stamina as opposed to their i g

- " intellectual capabilities as the deteraining

factor in their ability to earn.a. living.

The seal hunt provides one avenue through

“ N
vhich this traditional sort of manly ethic' is still '

givepsexpressién. .It 1s physically demanding, / s
efclusively wale apd hds a mystique suzrounding '
it that demands attention both from those vho‘
have been initiated t'o\ it and: from those

who have nodt., \ &

Most of the men wotk near their homes
. as ‘inshore fishermen or wvage labourers. So home,
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.  with'its actendant constraints, obligations P

. H

and comforts is normal living., The seal hunt . S ¥

is not normal in these terms. During the hunt

= ' the men live in a world in which they have minimal ~ .
comforts. While they may be used to working

°
hard, more is; demanded of th A sealer's
life 1is rough and austere duﬂ’?:ne'nip.

» . But there 14 a cer:axn’ Joy often found in

2 depriyation. By stripping away the uocial X i A
fette of otdinary & atenee D nasline s =
free tlemselves.to be "svilers’! . Y E

for the

duratipn of the hunt.  The hunt might be seen

as a celebration of manliness. Loosed from the

-,

ties of family obligations and from the influence

» .
of women,, they develop relationships which are

solidly male‘ The sealer can "get uuny from it

all" to :he\'hanh yet slmple\envlronmgnsoi ‘the

hunt. To :eé:\ his s:rength uith hig fellows. .
. To 1urn, as BiMly did, to_become a man, tn

men's terms, Wheh'he returns from ehe hunt he

will reap further benefits of family pride. and
. 1 The sealers utel}\ull themselves by the

1 old: fashioned term "swile use it here
because it suggests the transformation lnta
something special, which otcurs outside of the
routine of their ‘daily lives
»

L.
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unspoken but obvious approval from community

members .-

CREW SOLIDARITY AND FRATERNITY /
Between sealers a fraternity dnd a solidaiicy

Ao Napmy hey: uss WhenssTuan’ e maklrn of &

crew which has more similarities than differences

betwéen 4ndividuals. This is due in large part

to the deprivation the hunt demands. It puts

each man on a roughly -1,:n'uar footing in regard | K

to 1living conditions and in relation to the

-authority structure of-the ship. The ship is

set apart, spatially and temporally, from the ¢/
outside world. It is a kind of limbo in which
outside relations are buspended. Social rel::ion-
ships are internal, butle within the coufines of
the ship, without much reference to outside forces -
or status.? ~

Fraternity and trust are the qualitfes most

P X .
valued in fellow crewmembers. ‘A sealer must do his

2. These are characteristics of a total

institutional environment (Goffman, 1961).
While the idea of a total institution has been
applied to analyses of the social structure -
of ‘ships' crews (Aubert,.1965:236-258), such
an analytical framework has limited value when
applied. to a trip of only ona month's duration,
especially since the crew only forms for this
particular activity.
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best to fill the quota in the shortest possible
time, often disregarding his own c_omfort in Eavaur‘
of the group good. He must:share in the pervading .
fraternal spirit amogg the sealers. That is,
none must seem €o hold himaglf above any other
CEew aRibeT, An BATE OLFENe ftnggmi:y. a

sealer must also prove himself trustworthy in . .

‘any number of life threatening situations.

‘Sealing is much more thdn a "job". It has ad

"tnr.ensi:y, met in many extreme occupations, such Jas

"high steel work, underground mining and deep water

fishing. Ifi-such occupations the penalty for /
misplacing trust can come swiftly and severely‘/.
For each of these high risk occupations :heze/

are important mechanisms through vhich tl‘ust g
1s tontinually tested and msintained. Thode who
3. Jack Wass (1977) has written df the trust

producing' mechanisms among high steel workers.
For-a comprehensive accaunt of the aociuoéy

= Of British coal mining, see Coal is

by Dennis, Henrijues and Slaughter
the same school!of British sociology of occupa=
tions, Jeremy Tunstall's The Fishermen (1962) 1is
the classic work on distant water deep sea, fishing
from the east coast.ports of Hull and Grimsby.
More. recently, Josebs Zulaika's Terra Nova

(1981) deals sensitively with the issue’ of trust
among Spariish trawlermen fighing in the waters
off Newfoundland. See Chapter V of this thesis
for discussion’ of a trust testing mechanism'

among sealers.

o
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pass this muster become members of an exclusive
club of men who have proven themselves in
their particular occupation.

This autual dependence, if it-works well,
naturally builds up a sense of soltdarity among —
:r;e‘crew. There is however, an .extra dimension
to this intracrew sol-usriﬁ which-is specific
to ;he hunt and has a meaning which transcends
the situgtional ga‘ugui:y one would expect
t;7 find l.n‘moet lende‘avours »1n.q‘\1cll1 men must

rely on their fellows.
ADVENTURE

The hunt has its own properties which are

" distinct from the normal flow of life. Geoéxé

S

"adventure™

Sinmel has given a definition of
yhich seems appropriate. The adventure, he_
_statedy is a segment of experience boundedby

tine 4nd space and separated from normal existence.

More precisely, the most general form

of adventure is its dropping out of

the. continuity of 1life. "Wholeness of
— 1life," after all,; 'refers to the fact
that a consistent process runs through
the individual components of 1life,
however. crassly and irreconcilably
distinct they may be. What we call
the ‘adventure stands in contrast to
that’ interlocking of life-links, to
that feeling that those countercurrents,




turnings, and knots still, after all,
spin forth a continuous thread. - An
adventure is certainly a part of our
existence, directly contiguous with
other parts which precede and follow
it; at the same time, however, in its

. deeper meaning, it occurs outside the

usual continuity of this life (Slmmel
1959: 243):

There is more than a separation from land and
fanily gies during the huntg Thers is also a
separation from all other foite of\actlvlty in
which the sealer might pa::icipa:e. A iuw of

the sealers werd merchant satlors for at leagt
part of the year, either as part’ nE} the regu’lnt-.
crew of the ship we vwere on, or on other Newfound~-
land based vessels.” For them another moath's
journey, even in spite of the extra {:an (for:
kitta pay) WLGNE e consLdsred, To B & pAEE

of their routine lives. But even for. these

mqn the hunt holds its special place. - Harry, it
will be ‘remembered, wavered about committing
binself to amother sesl hut the mext year because
it would mean nissing his regular :m_.-'. off from
the ship. Then, realizing it was foolish to

4. These men worked as Tegular sealers and

should not be confused with the engineers and

ship's officers on our vessel whodad a different’
pogition in relation to the hunt.




.ship, vas fond of clapping me on the back and

will not be because they are hunting. For r.hem,

— such a short period of time, and whicl has

claim he could resist the lure of the hunt, he
sadd he would not miss it for the world. Another 7

man, an initiate who worked full time on our

asking, "Well, Guy, how does it feel to be on

the greatest hunt in the wor1d7"5_ He thought
the hunt had a special place, at least in terms
of scale. = - . .

The landsmen, who hunt closer fo, shore

using longliners, small boats or by simply

walking out from shore to shoot adult seals or

catch them {n nets, account for nearly two

'thirds of the east coast seal kill (The Rounder iy

Vol. II, No. 6), but their pfforts cannot
really be viewed as adventure in comparison
to the large vessel hunt. Although adventures

might happen whlle they are hunting seals, it .

sealing is much more routine. I: is an 1ntegu1

pa:c of their annual cycle of :aking a harvest
5. His reference o the "greatest hunt in the
world" comes from the revised title of

G.A. England's book. I know of no other hunt
which matches the Newfoundland seal hunt in
terms of the number of .animals killed within

continued for so long.

S

M
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from the sea. There is' not the dipacatiea b

from normal 1ife £lov which comes vith the big

ship huar. They do ‘a0t leave their homes for

- ped’&d of time and tley do not form

4 special groupimﬁcn comes togéther for ‘the sole

purpose of killing seals. They are more 1ikely ~

" - to go out with the men £rom their own community, 3
. probably the same men they fish with during the '

-

Sunmer. And although they usually kill a greater

total number of seals than do the ship based
hunters, the landsman k111 is spread over
’ “apptoxtiuataly four thsumand 1leeiied. Haaleve, .
and over a much longer season. In contrasd,
less than three hundred large vessel spalers
work for a period of about one_month. The
. intensity of the experience is not comparable,
: This intensification of experience which s
$ S eep.m:e; the seal hunt from ordin sndeayouce g 2
‘stems from.characteristics 1ntegra:‘a it.

Thirty men,-or, as in the old days, nearly’

three hundred men, crowd onto a snall ship taking
them into a besutiful, harsh, strange and dafgerous

environment. It is an intense .experience’ i
The ice and sea is unpredictable, hostile nn&_
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vary hazardous. There 1s contradiction '
between life and death. The seals, as with the
many other animals man has hunted and depended
wpon for survggal, must die in order that )
. the men may qtovide fbr their f.alqllies: The "
lce itself hap taken a staggering toll of Buman
life and every sealer knovs the gruesome : \ o
consequence that has been levelled upon sealers in | )
the past. ‘ P,
TMADITTON’ . : )
Piron thess natiial, tenslows haw mpring a
deep sense of tradition associated with th
huat. Jhe tragic irony of 1ife and death 4t )
the hupt has found expression in an abundance
 gtispng and postryriof painfulv death and
joyous return (Lamson, 1979; Ryan and Small, 1978).
_It has what the Irish Would call "a terrible
" beauty™, These remesbrances, reflecting ngarly *
two centuries of sealing, makes the sealer |avare

that he is not out merely to killiseals'for

_a prqfit.h.whil_e the filstory of the indu 5:’y
represents an an:ety‘r-ise in which great fortunes
were made by a few over the' frozen bodies of many,

the sealers are not alienated £rom their labour.
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They volunteer and compete for berths J’:k;)' L&
from economic necessity, or for a desife to

see what it's like. "My father vas a sealer,

and his father, and his father before him. 1

have a right (and in anothex sense, a duty) to

be here." The cultural history of sealing is
long and .deep; for many Newfoundlanders it is a
part of an integrity that has helpad to keep;
them a distinct people who still feel separate
from mainland Canada despite the encroachment
of mginstream Canadian VE{es.y

In the face of external pressure against

— .
the hunt, these traditions find form 4n an

expressive cultural rhetoric which unites - B
<

Newfoundland against outside interfeience,

especially around -this issue (Lamson, 1979). -

The synfols which this cultural corpus supplies nre’

@ used by politicians, media, clergy,

the aftistic gommunity ‘and the like--all manipu-
tietal symbols. The sealers are

held up as particularly fine ex«nl;:p'leu of the’-
tradition oriented outports, which are central

to the theme of the symbolic message these champions
of 'Neuf’o‘undnng‘exra':: tryirg to convey. The sealers
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do not.see themselyes as being used, but they

_do recognize that. this manipul@tion gives them

a prominence they would not otherwise have.

. Although the cultural/traditional hyperbole

_is a catalyst that boosts the perceived importance

of «the hunt, once the ship has left the harbour
this attached impoftance is forgotten. The
things in and of the s;;ip are all that is.
meaningful. Add From the vantage of the ship
:a).l‘nv:e land based protest, counter protest and” °
nationalistic ritual seems absurd. X
The men come together from different places

and many do not knoiw each %}’har except in the context

of sealing.’ They share cultural understandings which

belong to rural Newfoundland and sealing.

-
For young. men such as Billy the seal hunt is . - -

a chancé to learn and appreciate some of his

i : : -
culture in a concentrated %(‘perlence. It
heightens abense of belonging to a particular

island and a particular pgople. .It reprpsents’

the continuation of a tradition of a certain

5.
et
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style of ecdnomic adaptation and offers initiation
to a group of men w’ho have proved their ability to . “
take the punish'men: the hnnt d‘emands. It gives.
the neophyte a chdnce :é learn a number of tech-

nical and emotional abilities: the skill to make

a sheath and to pelt quickly and cleanly; the . ' :
) strengthening of his reaulve to be able to " :

detach himself fiom the gruesomemess of the ; o "

siaughter; the docial skill to develop L .

410

tieaningful relatiomships with work mates.

the more experienced sealer the hunt offers the
possibility S8 pansing oo s, knowilede: and ’ .
skill, dnd keeping the'traditipn alive.

Newfoundtand is very much oriented toward
‘the sea. It 1s an island which was first se:tle'd'. T A

because of the rich resources of 1its waters. The

. sea,’ and a heritage of a seafnrink:-tfe defines ' - s

many Newfoundlander's identity, multras the '

prairie and ‘a heritage of farming wduld define P

the identity of many who have historical roots

in Saskatchewan. "Oh, we'remad for the sea,"

one of the sealers liked to tell m%. Now, in’ g 2

e the late twentieth century; seafaring is not

a necessary life style for most people, and (R




most present day opportunities do not offer’
the same quality of experiencé they once did.
Modetn traulers, coptainer ships and oil
drilling rigs have more in common with an
indydstrial plan? than Lt Ene wopden

Labrador schooners that men like Ches spent

‘much of ‘their lives- working on. The seal hunt

PR —— pa,r:lu}l‘y fulfil a
personal desire to gain or maintain links with
one's heritage. It is also-a voyage for which
the pstt’lclpan! will receive unspoken credit !
from o:he’; members of his community for Kaving
made. The social pressures in rural Newfoundland

tend to be equalizing and egalitarian! A man

‘would never boast about his skill or toughness:

- On the -other hand, every member of his community

will be aware of his:personal biography, and a
trip to the ice speaks for itself.

Once a .man has been to the ice for one
trip, he may personally feel he should go more
than once. This will atrengthen his 'identity
as a uealevr, and the more often he goes the
stronger.this identity ?111 become.

The seal hunt is.an integral part of the




history, tradition and culture of Newfoundland,
especially the north esst coast and the Avalon
Peninsula, and has a éepch which 1is not lost
on the men who persue it. By participating
“in 1t a man is affirming.a committment to the

‘upfque ,life style which -has produced him: a
23 S

1ife style based upgn the living resources of

the sea. -

. & One: of the simpldst -and tost articulate’

'

_examples lof @ sealey expressing hoy mugh the 8

\hunt means to hlm beyond :he dollars earned

was given me by a man who had worked on the

ship became jammed by lcevin a‘ne of the amall
harbours of northern Newfoundland. The crew
worked the entire month, trying to loosen the
ship, without earning a penny, but this did not
seem to bother the sealer at ;;1. In fact,:

he claimed he would certainly be out Agn\ln

next year and that in any case money was not his
prime incer;tive "It's in my blood, me son...,

you go out to the ice and 1f.you Iike ft

, it just

Bets to you. gt gets under your skin."

This simple statement sums up the whole

Pricing




seriés of subjective motivations for sealing.

It is a réference to the adventure, the fraternity
and the solidarity the sealer shares, and the
deeply rooted tradition felt by him. It is
mennlngful because it is a part of that whi;\h
defines him. The hunt ltself is an element of ‘his

N\
herdtage and by participating in it he is expressing

_ his cultural fdundations.

At this point I wish éo r'efe: to a people .
;ar_xemovad from the sealers, the Basseri
nomads of -South Parsta {Iran) studied by iar:h'
(1961). The Basseri pastoralists migrated
siidiial1y #¥ow the coastsl. WAL bf e Ferklas
Gulf five hundred kilometres north across the
steppe lands, to the slopes of the Mountains of
Kuh-i-bul/ In ‘the 1930's, the central government
in Tehran forced the Basseri to settle. But in
the turmoil following Reza Shah's abdication
in 1941, Barth u;xce;, the sanctions behind
the Basseri's forced ;edentatlzatipn were
removed. The tribesmen responded by resuming
their migrations despite the fact™that

...most of them had very few animals,

and some appear to have resumed
migrations entirely without stock--the




migration. The cultural

supreme value to them lay in the
freedom to migrate, not in the

circumstances that make it economically
).

advantageous (Barth,! T1se1: 149
The Basseri, like the seq‘iera, had developed
a relationdhip with an economic event: their

d social fabric

of their lives was enméshed/with the practical

aspects of their ecomomy. jBarth argues that'

much of their ritual life jwas played out in

acts of seemingly utilitafian concern. Because

their lives were so entwihed with the way they

earned their living, and|because this involved
such a strong subjective|experience, the

explicit technical acts pf following their

economy were fiiled with implicit cultural
meaning. I quote Barthjat length to give some of
Py

the texture of this l.if[:
The camp itself, with its semicircle
of fires, alone in an empty landscape,
and constantly repitched in' new local-
ities in changing circumstances, serves
as a clear expression of the sdcial
unity of the group which inhabits
it, and of the mechanisms whereby
that group is maintained. The caravan
which travels the long way over
“steppes and through valleys and across
passes cannot but become a procession:
thoge at the head lead the way, they
mus‘:\ decide which path to take, while

L4

/
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¢ those behind can have no active part

in that decision; the aggregation

» in a camel and donkey train and the

; dispersal over a restricted plain

) _for camping repeat daily the social

v facts of group allegiance and divisions;

the sullen hostility of unfamiliar

spectators wherever the caravan road
goes through a village marks the
caravan off as’'a group totally different
from .the sedentary communities.

- Finally, the scatter sometimes of a

thousand- tents over a single valley

3 . f£loor rich in-pastures, the parallel

B E movement over a plain of scores-of

caravans, visible as low lingering

R clouds of dust on the horizon--such

E 3 occasions. serve to dramatize the,

‘ community of membership in tribe- and

% . confederacy....It is an economic
necessity for the Basseri to move -with '
their flocks in each season to where

k pastures can be found. But the migration

has a value to them exceeding even .

N . ) this....The feeling of general excite-
ment, the richness of "meaning” in the
technical acts of coming under way and
approaching this goal that is only a .

- stage of a longer jourpey, was a strong

subjective experience....When we topped

the last pass, and saw before us the
mountains for which we had been heading,
all the women of the caravan broke out

o > . in song, for the first and only time on

the whole trip....The migration cycle is

used as a primary schema for the concept-
ualization of time and spaee€...the
participants respond, not to the utili-
tarian aspects of the activities--to good
pastures and potential butter-fat--but to
the movement and its dramatic form--to the
meanings implicit in the sequence cof

acti’zltien (Barth, 1961: 148-153):

‘Barth devised 'a simple scheme to attempt to

measure the sense of excitement the Basseri found
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‘in their daily treks. He noted the times at

which the camp awoke and the times at which they
broke camp to move on. He found a cyclical pattern
“fo ‘tite petlod of tiue L took the canp to. plck
up and move in the morning. As the nomads got
closar to an area they favoured for a major
. ) encampment, their growing expectations and t:nsiunu‘
“were reflected in 4 shortér time spent gettlng
ready to move. When the major camp broke, the

tension started building for three to six days
e A

until they reached another.

Wikh the sealers this same sort of pattern
P ) occurs, the difference.being that this cycle
& ‘ is yearly rather than daily or weekly. At the
end of the trip no one expressed much desire to

return to the hunt. Even Isaac told me after

the 1982 hunt, "I'm tired of the racket. Twenty

springs is enough." But in the .summer they
forget the worst of the hunt, and over the winter :
they start rcmembering the best, and by February

BA1l "...can't wait for the boys to get to town."

. .
Ches has been sealing since he was an

‘adolescent. As a .yuin{’man he would walk over i

the ice from his island"home #h Bonavista Bay B
; i~
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- .
thirty kilometres to the railway station at

Gambo, pay a reduced seaman's fare on the train -

and ride into St. John's where he would take

his berth with hundreds of other men who had

J made similar journeys. -He did not seal in
1981, thinking he was too old, But I saw him
. s ) 23
5 in late February of 1982, just after his sixtieth .

birthday. He had a.fit of aggst over being

too late to get a berth.
Oh, I don't want to go ice huntin'
. anymore. -You can live without going
A » ice hugtin'.. Look at Leo:and Cecil.
4 They's:still alive and never went .
=/ . ice huntin' in their lives. And
get all dirty and the old seal fat -
' all over everything...Nah, I'd
never-get a berth anyway. I talked
to Petex and he said the old man's
got more men than he needs already. i

He was saying he would not want to go, but

it was completely obvious he was aching to have

another spring at the ice. I next saw him aboard
\

the ship in St. John's harbour. He left for
. )

the ice the next day.
~N

The ships sail annually, like the Basseri

; cardvan, into a strange and wvonderful world,
- exciting and exhilqra[ing. For Ches it is not so

“ important that he make some monmey, or prove he

-
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)

‘is as strong at sixty as Bill is at twenty.

. He needs to be a part of it because he has

alyays been a part of it. It is in his blood.

J f




EPILOGUE
As of this writing (February 1983) it

appears the long saga of the seal hunt may be

coming to a close. The protest has caught the ¢
- ears of the European Parliament and there is . .
a groving likelihood it will recomnmend a total - L

ban of Canadian seal products to Euro])ean
Ecomomic Cnmmunlty (EEC) n}ember coun:ries.
Since the EEC accounts for upproximately seventy-

five percent ot the: market for Canadian harp .

and hood seal ‘products it is unlikely /\:\ﬁe\\
tndupery soutd survive such a blow, although Some b ¢
effort is being made to attract new markets, \

poseibly in Japan and in mainlahd Canada. The

Carino Company has reduced the prices offered

for seal pelts to less than fifty percent.of

‘what

will

that.

most

they were im 1982, and have stated they
accept only adult seal pelts. They recognize
the whitecoat hunt gives tffe protest its

poverful fuel and have announced that

1f any wRitecoat or blue back hunt takes place -

this year, they will refuse to accept seal skins
of any sort. This 1is an attempt to reduce

criticisms in an effort to salvage at least
221
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part of the industry. Several fur trading hougea

in Europe have sajid they will voluntarily stop ‘
€ buying whitecoat pelts. 3 .

& In response to this threat, the sealers,

meny of whom are landsmen and would normally

be out hunting at this time of the year, have
formed the Canadian Sealers Assoclation and are "
" making a desperate effort to alleviate some

of the effects of a total ban. They would like,

. government aid to prop up this year's hunt in

——

T, hopes they wili\be able-to find:more stable
marke:s>by next year.
The protest which has upset the sealing
industry has been growing rapidly. The
European Commission claims to have teceived' I
= three million letters of protest against.the . '

seal hunt. The movement is spearheaded by 2

three or four preservationist groups, but lees
extreme conservation organizations such N i

as the World Wildlife Fund steer clear of the » .

t
issue, pointing out that harp and hood seals

\ are not on any endangered spécies lists. One
3 group is presently sailing a ghip from Seattle, v

Washington with the intention of ramming any -




sealing vessels that venture out of St. John's

. harbour this year.

The tactics of the protesters are well
known. They emphasise the anthrophomorphic
characteristics of the seals, for which the
whitecoats are particularly suited, and attract

¥ media l[[enclor: by staging events whl:ch make

> + impressive news teems. Some groups,\'such
. as the Greenpeace Foundation,' argue that they
- i : AV

v N b
consciousness of man's inhumanity to the

ing the sealing issue to raise public

environment (Hunter, 1979:249). Others, like

the groups threateming to ram sealing vessels,

are less spbtle. Brian Davies and his §
International Fund for Animal Welfare have
probably been the most anti-sealing -

» lobbyists. They send by mail, hand deliver,

or publish in newspapers pictures of the hunt

which show adult harp seals purportedly

grieving over their dead pups or pictures of

_sealers doing their work. The message is
ple and cleay in these picturgs. ﬂ)e sealers
' "are dépicted as brutal men who butcher

R
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baby animals for profit. For the uninitiated
_urban dweller who is not used to seeing animals
¥illed Eha plctures drev o povecful emotive
response. As one of the sealing captains nb.;;\(ea
‘;n a national television show, "It's white s
. and red blood and that makes pretty good contrast.”
Alongside the pictures is a postcard £ill out
preaddressed to ai appropriate politician and a

request for a donation. -

© ‘The protest groups follow up their emotive

appeal with two arguments: killing seals is

inhumane, and the seals are in danger of-extinction.

-
I have dealt with the humane issue in Chapter IV _
¥ im Sokvineed tha sexlsél kilted fult mo padn,

. _and I know the ‘other jmen .are concerned that
s they dispatch the seals quickly and competimtly.
i i

As for the potential danger of extinction, in

S the fall of 1982 the European Parliament and

the Government of Canada requested scientific
advice from the International Council of the
Exploration of the Sea "...on aspects of the

@ § v
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population dynamics and state-of the harp‘and n
3 i - ‘hooded seal stocks of the Northwest Atlantic..." o

. . Py
/ . (Anon., 1982)/ A working group comprising
5 % ;

% - .\" .scientists from seven ¢ountries concludei in

B . 2 )
- ) October 1982 that .under the present quotd system

the~hdrp seal herd had grown from betwee;

1.2 million and 1.6 million anidals in the late
; ot 8 ) wals 2
. 1960's to hftHeEﬂ 1.5 million ahd 2.0 million

in the périod 1977-1978 (Anon., 1982: 7). The .

group unanimously concluded existing data did not . ]
\ allow "...reliable population assessment of...

hood seals.” Dr. ngld Bowen, a Canadian

T Fisheries biologist working for the federal |
P government, und‘a member of the working gtcup.
has told me the group, beljeves the Warp seal
stocks ai’i in a healthy condition. Hood seals
\yrelent a more difficult problem for biologists
———
ax\ee the group which whelps off of Newfoundland‘(
may h:..a_nln of larger herds in the Davis \
Al

Straits area.' 'l'here are conuidetahle logiat,ical

problems encountered when trying to aauss

this population; they are a long way from land, -

and out ‘of helicopter range. Since harp ‘'seals -/
e o
© congregate in a relatively compact area it is 3




auch easier to conduct accurate population
research on them.
For the sealers, the most imfediate concern '
. ~

in the face of a much diminished hunt is economic.
f 2 =

They may be forced to adapt their individual

& = economies to a post seal hunt era. The hunt

1s always a gamble, Izuc“ it often contributes
v a very gubstantial portion‘of individugl earnings. -
For people who are living in a m,uginai)leonomy
. . based, on pluralsetic nses of economic resources
. these earnings are especlally important.
Bil1, for example, .earng roughly §7,000.00 per

year from fishing 1f hé does well. For the past
. FA "

four years he has earned between. $2,000.00 and

- $3,000.00 from sealing, bringing his total . ks

éarnings to somewhat less than $10,000.00

(gross) in:good years. This compares with in-
: ?

N

dustrial comp\ogue average annual vages for
.- Newfoundland of §14,995.00 (gross) in 1980
. (Chartbook of kelected Statistics for Newfoundland
and Labrador, 1981: Table 4). Without the seal
" hunt he will be making about half the salary

of the average industrial wvage earner in

3 /
. ® Nevfoyndland. He should be eligible for
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Unemp loyment Insurance benefits but his total
earnings will still be meagre.

For Isaac, losing an income he has been able

to more or less rely upon for the past twenty

. years may be even more serious. Since he gets .

<only sporadic wbrk throughout the year, in fish

plants, road copstruction and the like, his seal
hunt earnings may account for nearly half of
his total income. He will probably Zaccrue
enough weeks worked to qualify for Unemployment
Insurance benefits, and will have to gely on
welfare or B;:lﬂl assistance. It will hurt

' his pride considerably. N .
The protesters argue that the seal hunt °
adds very little .r.o the total Newfoundland
economy. ‘They are right, in that sealing itself
added only about 0.02 percent to the total
economy of Newfoundland in 1978. But this money
is distributed in Slubtl—e ways Hl:ich greatly
WALy UFe daortakses  Piilag Ts erEeisls
Since sealing occurs at a time of yeu'uh’;n

other economic qpportunities are Closed it helps

provide stability to many household economies.
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‘sSealing comes in the spring so the money can

be used for outfitting for the summer fishery.
Without the seal hunt many inshore and nearshore
fighermen would have difficulty making payments
SilvouEs, Wil HHe EraENEG. SeRBRLER may foreclose
their mortgages.. Fishermen may have difficulty
replacing damaged gear in time for the summer.
This will create significant financial hardship
beyond the simple lost revenues from sealing
itself.

* The provincial gav'er;n;enc is massively over
extended and probably won't be able to help .
alleviate this burden. The federal government is
not nni&ive endugh to help 1nd1v1d:al cases.

My thesig had argued that the meanings of sealing
transcend econonfc importance. Perhaps this is
where ‘Lows; of ‘s seal udt WaUld e 616 mowt
subtly, but also very powerfully. & ,
In the process of fighting to save their seal
hunt, Newfoumlldhders have resunec‘:\fd the hunt as
a metaphor for strength and stoicism in their

heritage. If it is lost, defeat will come at
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cnnlideuble cost to national pride. ‘l'z&e more
bxuzr since lost to a phantom enemy; the

hastily reached oyini;on of three million Europeans,
many of whom would not be able to place Newfoundland
on the map, let alone understand the subtle
ul-:i‘.onu betveen man and ;ri‘lmal on the ice of

the North Atlantic.

A
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Part of the convoy of sealing ships photographed
from the helicopter pad. The ice forms a

breakwater making calm water.



A view from the barrel.

The ships are at the edge of the whelping patch.

From here they will travel senarately.
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Looking for hoods. The gunners are in the bow. The

men on the rail are waiting for orders to go onto the ice.



The ship is moving slowly. He must judge his step

carefully.



Killing a blueback.
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Attaching the whipline to a blueback.



The pelt is cut in one smooth stroke.

The pelter 1ifts the rib cage to trim underneath.



e out and neatl vered.




ning the scutters, or hind flippers, is ome of the most

delicate parts of pelting.









Whitecoat pelts. From here they

go through a machine,
located just inside the building, which presses the fat
into oil. The fat free pelts are then washed, rolled

in sawdust, and tumble dried.






The grader, a Norwegian, checks for hair fastness,

cleanliness, and knife nicks in the back of the pelt.



The pelts are salted in brine while awaiting shipment to

Norway where they will be tanned. Approximately seventy-
five percent of the market for Canadian seal products is

in western Europe.
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