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ABSTRACT
4 H Y

The porset Eskimo culture has been a.subject of archaeo-
logical research in Newfoundland for more. than ‘five decades.

$ité5 were first recognized by W.J. Wintemberg and Diamond

Jenness in the late 1920's, after/the original definition

35 Cape Dorset culture‘ 4in the Arctxc by ths latter :esea:cher, .
und since then ‘numerous other Einds have been made and

excavations performeéd. sinca the time ‘Of the first Dorset

research in Newfgundlané\ghere Kas not been, however, a

consistent “interest in Dorset Edkimo archaeology. Instead,

it has experienced a number Of "hot and cola® periods,

during which ithvas either in'the forefront of |NewfoundLand -
research or of little concern to larcnaeologiscs.l

Two major monographs stand as landn.narks in Fhe history

of land Dorset ogy. "The Culfural Affinities

of tHe Newfoundland Dorset Eskimo" (Elmer Harp Jr. 1964),°

ing fli_aldwork in 1949 and 1950. éxamined

compiled - foll

the occuéation of the northwestern Newfoundland coast,
and compared and contrasted this. Newfoundland Dorset complek
with. Dorget culture in Hudson Bay, northern Labradpr, Baffin
Islangd, S g

lnd Greenland. Nearly two decades later, fieldwork

* by Urve Linnamae led to ‘the publicanon of "The Dorset

Culturs: a Comparative Study in New(oundland and the A:ct!c"
(l.':ve Linnanae 1975) . Both, of r.hesa works have taken cqnpar-

ative approaches, and n"'n result there has developed the

idea that Newfoundlnnd Donst 1: in some ways unique. in

LY




“part due to thevinsular nature of the regdon.. Congurrent: |

with'this idea ‘arosé the “concept of 'q‘(picax' Newfoundland

" scheme presented in the las\: cha?ter_

Dorset cultures \(Mch hpued a cmonulity, of Doru: culturp 3

. exlsted among the nevfoundxand Dorset popul.a:iom- 4

-This study presents data from “the Dorsey 8skmn site”

at. stock Cove, “Trinity Bay, vhere excavations weu catried'

out in 1991. Contrasts

ctvesn the Stock Cove asselblage
oeenn the eock opre e

and northern and veata:n‘newfon‘ndland Dorsets assmb ageu

are natable, as are acolog{cal difhrem;as be:veen southern,'

northern, and wa‘n-n :agions of hi 1;1-&1. . The hypotheticll. Fe

uggests thavthere Y

were at 1eaat three regional Dorset populutlon! i Newfoundlnr\d,

5

each adapted to local condh.ionl, <and dirtincti\re with*
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A REVIBH OF DORSET" BSKIHO ARCHAEOLOGY ¢ o

Tha prcgress of. Dorset archaeology has beeri chronicled-

by sevetal seholars. Taylor (1959) presented a cumenga:y
'detailir\g tha par:icipants and their contributians. up, 'to

tfhe beqlnninq of the 1960'5. Haiwell (1976), in the intro-

g ductlon co Eastern Arctic Ptem:tory. Palaeo—Eskimo P;obla’ns" 4

and the® cu:rent concerns in (he ea‘é\:ern Aretic.' Dekxn Q

[ (1978) agalt not: only wx:h Dorset culture research, ‘but
‘with the more’ general, fleld of Arctic' archaeology in a

volume combining 'a narrative of people, ‘events and s theor s’

thh an extensive bibllography. s ow By : e

’ The~§ollouinq review is inténded ¢ tmpart smething

of the growx-h and expanslon of Dorset culture research'
k1 , and ‘does -not atten\pt to detail :egional work.' It rel.ie,s

: on the above volumes. as wel]. as the onginal publicatjons.

i It may be said that Dorset a:cnaeology began mduectly o

1:\ 1925, when Therkel Hathussen publishedr an mlnal descnp- -
s :mn af the | Thale culture. Late: m 1925, Dtamond * Jenness :

G .was abla to eepara:e "cape Borset" artifact’e from .Thule

and thus idennfy the .Cape

ones’ An a ‘nixed collecg'on

Doreet cuituze (peringes 1925)." Dlagnosth of ‘this nduly .

recognized culture ‘were stone implemen:s an rbone,harponn‘




ol

heuds of m:nezha unmown types. A.lthdugh Jenhass d:

; not hesltate to mtroduce an entinely new population to

aqccunt for these straige implements, Mathi®ssen vas: by

“no .means as certaL and in; the 1927 "Report- oi :he hfth

Thule Expedxticn" “he a:gued that CapgvD‘orse,t culture was

a local expressmn of Thule culture. :

after thewe lnitial _explorations’ of Me '1920's, Ccape

Dorset culture became an increasingly populaz sub]ect Eo:‘ .

investxgation and debate. Mathiassen in 1930. and’ Jenness
in 1933 both reaifimed the -es.sence of their dlfferxnga

“opinions.. h .D. *Strong presanced the results of\two “field

seasons teseurch in’ Lanrador 1n a VSO publicatxon, ‘and

suggestaq that stor'e -age sxtes the’;e :epresanted a "ccmmon

Indxan cultures azosa.

substratum” from which Bskiw_no \!
, AR « 5
In 1935 Henry B. coluns'accepted :ne’ Jennass ‘stance ‘on

Dor’set‘ culture,

4, e.vthat it was Bsk.uno, and an entity

ﬁep (ate fum—zgh ‘order thun hile. In 1933, nine yeam.
g

JEter his orig u’ia,k commencs on Cape Dorset cu}.ture, Mathlassen 2

;ué‘i:xaqceq snghuy, and agued :hm Cape Dorset vas qun.e

distinc ‘from Thu].a. CAt: thi 3 pmn:, howevar.,he stated‘
that Cape™ rset wds in Eact an" Indian cdlr.u:e, ‘and unpl),ed "
,that it waq cﬁgsmporaneous with the Thule-culture.: This

suggestion brought a response from colllns ini'1940. “He'

disputed thi Indian‘ afﬂuacion, and suggested that Cape

Dorser_ culture .hsld relauons with the A)askan Bering sea

‘culturas, the subJect of "his resaarch in: tha 1930
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s _The. aéoade of the 1940°s saw an increase in Dnrset-relatod

puuuca:mns, and the appearance oé new -investigators. and

new’ideas: * By the~dgcade's. end. _-'_ blé new mation,
in .ﬂge form of sites and assemblages, had be'én: amasged. - -
" 7Tn 1939:Wintemberg’ published a two-part report detailing:
Doiser. sites discovered by Jenness and hinsel £ in Newfcundland 4
. du:ing the years 1927 and 1929. Grnham Rowley teponad
Ln 1940 on the Dona: qccupacion of the ~Abvard]ar site

©in Poxe Hastn. Er‘lc Holtved (1944) 1nves:igated Thule

and Dorset . si:au in west . Greenland. \Junius Bird (’1945)

‘ 3 excavaud in the Eepedalo(:egxon 13 Labrador. Leeﬁan Wi
(1943) discovered two Dorset sites in Hudson sn—ant, dna

was .the ilrsr. to ducrlbe Dorset st:uctures.

: 'rléu :eporu supplied .supportive data for the sepanuen
1 A

of Dozset .and’ Thule cultures, and for the .g:eater age of
- al

- ’tha former. A.l Hall. the Alaskan afflnlties and: the poss

muues of a Bering suau o;‘lgxn for porset culture, recelved g

. Eurther attention .from Bi:ltet-sm h (1948), ‘Larsén and.
nxney Juaa)ana mddmgs (19497 951). - «

5 '; .|+ Ideas which were born dur1n§ the 1930's and 1040'%

“were nurtured durinq the 1950's, and concurrently there .

aaveloped a wenlr.h of terms dealing \dth I:Ms increasingly .
specinn knoulzdge. some of these terms have becm&enc:enched ) b P

N in the Jexicon of present-day' researchers, phile otiiens

: e . “  have supped into disuse. | With regards to culture origins; *

. the_"Denbigh Flint Complex", -(Giddings 1951) became viewed




‘skimo culture. In northeastern.” . .

Gteenlanq Knuth' —(19:4.) ldont!.hed thc"'lndepend_nce occupn—




Jin’ cne "core area

. his wcrk at Igloolik, Heldgaard (1960) disaqreed with, the

idea of a p:a—DcrseL—Dorset c\mcxnum. iite Narth mner;idan ;

.~ 'the Bering Sea (Cpllms usp :l‘ay[pr 1959)-'

The 1950 5 W tnesse an axpansxon of Eieldwnrk egpeciully

of Foxe Basxn and . qexghhouring teglon

‘Sites produc

g long sgnas of occupauoms lent additional

suppprt to the theo of an in situ’ development. The "core

.. Bay-—.?oxe Basin supported a nontxnuum cf pts-l’orset-botset

occupaucn, and in turn sugplxed nuc:ua:mg populatxons

P t_:o-v sur’roun’ding »rinqe

eas, gained ac:ep:abuity.

of "causative climatlc change" whicn acted l:o control

revious ideas, and the ‘athﬁnkmg a‘f swne ol.d- concspts.
Hc(;hee (1976)

pre,sqntad new d.nfomution concerni.ng the

vépu.i

{ons . cpnr.

zy o px‘svious xdeas. “Meghee (15

of cauaa ve cumauc change. HcGhee and Tuck (1975) :wm,ed

¢ Dorset- archaeulcgy og the 197015 has seen ths expaﬂs{on N

area cont:epr."; whlch held that the\area of notthern Hudson

Ide/as N




natu.m vf an saa—nma]\ de

SSue o
o! ‘the. pr,evlous inconsisr.cnuhu Xn c-14: baseﬁ

itvey, Blllar Bnrp .n-. conducr.od .xeava:;ons &
Port au Choix in® 1949 and 1950. his ronarcn fomnd
-t L baxis oi hia Ph D. thaﬂs,' "Thu culturnl Af'fm
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Since its completion. ﬂarp s work has been' utilized

by many writers and investigators, and the concept of a
¢ - NewEoundlnnd Dorset! Qr a’ 'typlcal Newfoundland Dorset”.’

-a regi.onal developmene'of- Arct‘o Dozset cul\:ure characte:izad

Y unique stylxetlc traits and to foms - is often anributed

work, although itis tupmsd. Harp empha\sue‘ the uEfinity'\,

-ﬂ\us i belxeve it has béen demonstrated \:hnr.
thefe is a strong and wxdaspread degree of cultural
; con \urrencé between the Newfoundland Dorset aspect B
he -parent con\plex.\ﬂ-larp 1964 138) ° \

“n 1967 and 1968 urve Lmnmae lexcavated; at the Piteman |-
§ slce in white Bay und the Cape Ray Liqht sn:e ar. uhe south- \

Hes,l;ern corner of the island.' Thg ccncept of a uniqus

"Newfoundland Dcrset" 15' est expressed 'in‘ her final :eport ‘

“on thege sitess [0 RO #

+... it séems reasonable to posr.u!.s:e that ‘the ,
geographic isolation of Newfoundland, in conjunctxon - I 3 §
with’' an:adverse' climatic period, was responsible ., #ut 1
for  the ‘development of the regional flabour of 2
‘Nawfo(mdland Dorset, ' (Linnamae 1975:93)

Linnamue's Nawfouruiland-m—ccic coﬂnpatigon plnpclnfbd

',eral r.raics present’ in the Newioundlund usemb).age uhich B

wata abaer(c fram Arctic asumblagas. These traits xnclude

ertaln t‘orma of slda-nccchad Gndbladas, "s&ckle—shaped“, |

ot microblada cores, ground slata 1nplemen nnd soapstone ° o

~vassela. Such trun.s as th,aae were: ‘used by Liqnmnae .l;o
Al

dlstingulah the "Newfound d uo:set"




8
. In rétrospect, the year’ 1972 marked the -beginning
of a signifiéanc'change in.Dorset archaeology in Néwfoundland,

y | .
In that year Paul Carignan bégan excavations at the Beaches

‘was revisited by James A. Tuck .ahd Paul Bishop. William

\ Fitzhugh's publication Envkzomenr.ax ogy and Cultutal
\zscama in Hamilton Inl ¢ Labrador appaared. P:cm‘ the

\ 05 o
multi-ccnponent Beaches site Carignan was able ‘to. recogni ze

at least tio artifacts vhich he felt demons:rated

affinity to the early Groswater Dor'set phase .

i identified

by Ei:zhugh ln mbraﬂor (camgnan 19753 132). In his-ﬂ‘nal"

report on the Norris Poinc siu, Bishop dwelt on the sxmuurvicy

between the collection from that site and Fl:zhuqh's GroswAter

Dorset.

At .this time, the early 1970's, the raau_za.é’ion that
e vate eably Fraits < s oppgsad "to "typlealf porset
traits - present in some Newfoundland assemblages emgrged.
The ‘status 6f Dorset culture research .in Newfoundland at

that” time was expressed by Paul Bishop in his Norris Point
S e Lo -

. i
/ 3 i

report:
_The nature and dating of the evolution or change
“from -this- early Dorset st@age to a stage more
similar to what is considered to be ‘'Typical
Newfcundland Dorset' remains purely conjectural...
- Whether this change ‘from an early form, as exhibited
at Norris Point, was the. result . of canturiaa_
of contact’and exchangé with southern Labrador,
or whether ‘the.later forms were established by
a single new wave of migrating Dorset people
from the north is a question only further research
- can hope to.answer. (Bishop n.d.:23)

site. The Norris Point site, first published by Wintemberg, -
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In the late 197:'/1’. program of research was conducted

by James® A. Tuck ‘o llmor‘itl—vuniverﬂty at the Cov Head

ations revealed a le'ngthy

}lt! in weatarn Newfoundland. - Exca
_series of Indian/and Palaeo-Eskimo cccupations. " The oldest
Palaeo—sskuo tnain: differed £r<- any prsviously discovered

on- the island/, but did resemble some uurtul from Labzadqz,

and € Ee "ees Lep ta ltop in’ the transition .

£rom Pre-éursat to Dorset cul:uu wh1ch took place ubout

aobo years aqo" (Tuck 1978:139). Tuck a:ar.ud that‘a continui};y\ Tl

bar.ween this material’ .and the uter ‘Grbswater oxﬁ enly

i Doner_ was evident, yet the relationship with the ":yplcal

Newfoundland Dorset® still remained uncl
*  _ These dov'alopon;a in the past decade revealed a Qefici-

ency, of a source of cSnfusion, in ‘the terminology being
.-pl.o'yed - The' terms "Groswater Dorset" and 'early Dorset”
were helng used interchangeably, sometimes with different
implications. Fitzhugh (1980) zeomanlnd thc ‘tamlnology

into two traditions, an 'hrly Pn-.o—hkuo‘ and a "Late

* Palaso-Egkino” . 1Hé Early tradition consisted of pre-porset, -
i = ; 2!

- tnnsitionl'.l.' pha

and, I‘l‘ its terminal prt‘eaaion, ™

‘ ‘the Groswater pnn/.. The Late Palaeo-Eskimo tradition
incozporatad tha Dorﬁt culturl.

Dorsu:' were’

Moo emmis




~

to the 1sland of Newfoundland he stated that‘ o & .

\ «oo the; luxuriant parlod ci .Dorsér. ‘accupatlén
| on the ‘island of Newfoundland- is .DPkobgbly bést

seen as an amal.gamarion of resident Early Palaeo-
| . Eskimo - traditions” with mew .ideas introduced:fror
\ the north ahaut ZOOb B,P. (Fitzhugh 1980: :26)-

of the Canadian Azcnueblogicu Associatibn in 1982, and

added: v T

.v. there clearly exists a-2-300 year gap, in ,
both Newfoundland and along:the!.central *Labrador:
coast, between the:most recent . M Early” or Groswater:
material of the early Palaéo—Eskimo’
and the ,earliest Dorset.cultures, of
Palaeo-Eskino tradition {Tuck 1982;

It is difficult t5 reconcilé 'tn Z-opservation with
%ln.huqh s expressed !malgumatlon" oE Shr:ly and Late Pal.aeo-
Eskimo traits on Ktho uund. As very un:la avidnnce exl:;a_ s

which ‘might i;\dicace “the presence’ of Barly Palaso-Bski

popn].ations on’ r.he island oa
mlght be vsawed with some resenutien.

72000 B. p., Fitzhygh's cuncapr: T




P Eirst is tnar.’ with I!hs exceptio of PAul car*bgnan s wcrk,

must reseazch (prior to the, 19:

_? 1n westetn Newtoundllnd. Secondly, (:heses r. tten by urve

. Eifngmae and E:lmer Bup (bupﬂ on wesr.ern :uurch) hae
openly stated or jmplied that Dorset cultura 'ln N‘ev}foundland
axhibits a d,isti.nc:ive chancter‘due, 1n/party 'to the insular
nature of :he region. Thisg cnaracter is lnherent in such

terms asr "Newfoundiand Dorset® - or “(:ypu:al“ Newfoundland

'7 D‘b:ieg'.l F‘Despbte the rathe’r limited gengnphical range

“of figld research, ‘the [concept, of 'Newfoundund Do:set"

7 as defined’ in the ‘west - has come to lnclude the anl:u‘e
isIund becnuse, {’t seeq\s, ‘there has besn no argument against
L £

'_ v -

“In the .fall of 1980 it was suggest:ed that Lwork at
Stock Cnve. As‘will be disuussed below, the site had ‘been

pzavioualy cxplored, nnd Eound to ,b

nnd Recent Indiamremains. 'tha ulce appaand to be an
excellent one fcr a  Dorset! ‘culture atudy, ‘as iu is !.ocated

lin a fegion e£ Newﬁaundlund where 1{ tle Archaeokogical

work has been’ done, and ‘it would prcvlde the basis for

. e

Y \utsu to*this, condept.’ ' Without quotations, theterm simply
‘:efau to Dorsqt culture on the island of Newfoundland .

'rich An Palaeo—Esklmo >

B

“Naufoundland Dorset” - in quutauoﬁq -
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@asis of

and atructutal remains. i .

noraex:"

dwork ar_ .Stock Cove was, cnerefer,e, oriented~

towards the gar_hez:ing of information’ peh:a!nin.g to Dorset '

‘culture that wou:l,d allrw a testing cf the concept of "New—

-iouqdlana Dorset”. 'This included aspects of mar,eti.qx. cultare 2,

such as raw matbrial utilization, funcuom aud stykisti::

artifact tygel, trequenclas of ‘varidus -artifacl: types,

grinqu on chert endblgdes. \n-. was suspecwd, ‘on t'he

a very tecen; period of Dorset occupaticn in Nawfoundland.

A second objective was, therefoze. to radzocarban—data

the. site, for comparison wnh r.na chronology purrently

in’ existsnce jo: the vDoxset occupatibmof Newfoundland.

" for the occupants’ subsistence was not immediately 6b‘alous‘: !

by supplying 1dantifiable faunal temain

As sr.ock cove «is 1ocat.ed- in a reglon no: usuauy reuched )
by the miqrqtory harp leal herd! ‘the mainstay of pnhis:oric i

hunters in northern andA vugtern Newfoundland; r._he basis .

1t wag hoped char. excavntlons might , clari{y this ‘question,,

indicative of

resource exploi:ar.ion. o 7

While good proqre:s ‘has been made r.ovuxdu l:.he realizntion

of the first two abjectives, ‘the xnr. still remnins hrgely‘
unrasolvad’. Excavationu,,rasulted in :he recovery of an

extensive ar:uact collaction, and r.he discovery of some




interesting though puplemng, stsuct al fsacuzqs. Atl:empbs

T adt radim:arbo da:tng wqte equauy satxs!actory, as al
three quset-r:elnt:ed dates fulfuled e pectations. A recon- .

of :ecovered faunal

strucucn of” subsis;e[lce .o;\ thg basi

g

:emaxns cannot‘be attempr.sd at this\ tima, howevet, and

this etandu as the ' si

16" maJor tnlluT of theg, stock Cove
proj&c:.

so!.l Eendiuons at the: s!.t{g, appear’ to umibit
2w excava:i’ndLar. Stock Cove! wez

'mrgani.c presarvati n.

1#

. 'Newfoundland uorse(t' cuuurq. a com‘.rasr_ between(stock

‘Cove' borset and westerh qwfuundland Dorset ‘is apparenz .

amf, with this recognxtion, ‘it iq becoming \ncreasxngly S

In\‘the final chapter o

abvious that' chere was not a singke'- ahd

of the Dou!: cultu:e on the lsland.

uniq.us exprsssion e N




_or exiated independantly as A mlero-coptinenc.

Chapter z %

NATURAL "AND ARCH.AEOLOGICAL SB’I.TING

= Tbe :ssources and envi:om\ent oE insular Neufoundlund =

iigured prominantly in' the " establishment and pzou:ezmon 350

hunung, based subsistence of these vand other prahistcric 2

paop;les uquited a knowledge ui potem:xa fcod xeso\irces.

Newtound].apd. tna fecua o£ A:his work, possaséas sme‘\\feat es

o vwh ch ser_, to sdxffe:enthte it from- othet regmnh oE the

island, and ‘Which 11kely ptesantad S obstaclu

possﬂnl1bies ;r.u its Dozset 1nhabitant«s.

Penlnuula.\ ) Avalen, lnd~all 13 .\lew{ouﬂdland vhas been

-

. oﬁ inte:ese bn geologists because cﬁ ﬂ:s qreat i

Its fomation predutea the appeannce of Iape:us a pré-Ar.lant;c o

A: that time the avllon-

ocsan, scme 6‘00 mulion years ago <

zone As elthe: a:r.aehed :o .the the North' Afriean p‘ace,

'Tectunic 3

ﬂlate\mqvement about. 400-450, million yenrg ago brought~—*




me Nnrth Merican and North African platss together', resnltlng
ln the clesure aE the Iapetus - Ocean.: 'rhe Avalon zone’ was

@en Jomed }uth\wastexn ieufoundland, - “which had’ praviously

# sepan; d from ‘cont inental ]_abx‘qdor. 5 Appr\:x.xmately 375»

Mnunn‘lns we‘re- ﬁomed, d _Newfound and utuhds: As the north-:

eas:arnmost part—uf chib untain syuem. The :.sland mazneg

the

Y a- put of the 1mmense cht!nent: ot Pangea. !.nc].udlng

North AEr}can and North Amqru:an plateb, \m‘\:xl lnuthar

“pe lod of cuntxnem: id(ma!:'ion began abcut 200- milliun years

yeara ago with- lnsula: evfcundland» hei the eabternmnst

izzegulaz topugraph

i 4na. th

e,s and shales» camhrian ami Ordwlc&an

epoﬂts ne Eosul—ifarbus.. Tt\e dccunrence Qf theha bgds

s ir:agular am unconfomable, dué periods of fnl:ense»

¥ 1967). ¥ e

dpring- r.ha whconsin..
S @ The Ava!.cm lce.— capérxgx

Al co

R N
‘mlliaw yeau .agb, during ‘the Acadian orogeny,'the Agpalachm

The modern A lantic Ocean nppe.hred some 115 mulion .




.itation in this au;.-'mg ice=cap is estimated to have -

been 600 n;urs'th‘ ; as it f-“uxoa uy-’!oo meters deap

t ! uaxinum dﬂ:\‘for daqlaci-

s

ot-sqﬁtmso Bk (@SCom

~
'_ after_s,lou‘ B..F (mePheuén 1981) .
: ; - 3




Phys Lc_)g{aghz

Physxcgraphlca!ly, southeasté“newfoundland is char‘ac- '

by );ouland areas; a a” an' 1n1and plateau.'

Coastal lowlzmds v s

i

sys(fem of drainage,
“is believed t&'be preseu: u%mg pregIacia]_
tz!nBS/lheg larqs tivezs~ flowed in tha

bays

v ¢ (ﬂendbrson x972 10, afte\: Sumnsrs 19

and -the Buy d'Espoir—Hemlu;a\ BAy system
of the p:eg1i¢u1 rivers.‘

i hy a myl"tad off small stzeams which.

g ¢
athe spring :unof:. The dratnage

sys:en( of dutHetster
i Newfouhdland shows the greatest run—off activity in Eebruary,
) with a contifued substantxal discharge during Harqh andv‘
anothez period/o«f increaxed activh:y during Apnu (Yoxau
1‘9313177). i -

tenzed by a s:eep and‘ rugged coastlme brogen uccasiunally £ %




expﬁrlenc 1ng .

+
that”parr. of Newfuundl

the grsa:est maruime influen en . Annual_»,precxpitatinn

2000 —mn, of .which less than half

‘in the winter:as' show: ‘Winters .are relatively mua

e

nnd western regions, and’ summers are"

During the decadg.ater A:d. 1900. the mean summer’.

,5" c.
. The cold'

omperatura avaraged -40 c. Durx’g the 1950's,vr.he mean

wifter ;em taturs"uas ~29.¢; ceneral.ly, the

The' 'hxgnesr. level nf precxpica ion wa

wete rodorded.

Porty years later. the nonn




!:o 1naular Newfuund}.én . ten o

te.!erlcted \:a‘r(he 1sIand rhble m.

*The “N w!aund“zmd wplﬁ',

s_srcticus bangskl 5
astar conssendls coscator . ;1
ndatra N urus
enls Ilhgus hi\)ﬂ\w!l' .

ul pos. yulpes delectrix: "
r_mM
~Mustel &, ermina

dar fos smer'i¢ana a1un







The beﬁver, .an excellenr_ Eood as weil as 2 sour,ce
‘

Al c"f’ hxgh‘q Lity fur/ was areg once quite dommon on the,
D

as: been ‘greatly :aduced“in numbers. Owing
N < to txver-trapping, the beaver came close -to ex:inction during

'Ha;|y of the o'ﬂ(u animals’ listed ip Table

Ehoca yitulina

£ nubout _seals’ wua"l cated in- Placentia Bay, whe:e 910

étimated to be pusent. on: thn« northéut

Dame Bay to Bonavista ’Bay. ar

.oE 635 mnin{als as prssnnt. 5ca::ered small nerdsu'

‘the, ynst und sour.h cous‘ts. ‘In 'ernity Bayzharbour seal

esr.imate or \-.he harbcur seal pop ‘ation along

i ewfcundlawd aoast i)‘. 1973 lncluded 2005 anill\al.s (Boulva

dieul ina) 15 found in nany ¢




g, -\n\A‘m:L'un 1979:2).  Undoubtably prehistoric populatiops '

* were much larg

5
22 -

Harbour inlets -

,als ape often faund in-coves -ind.

and around” small- iulﬁnd"s. and as’ the weather vams 1h: 1.}.. i

To - do 8o

they ‘leave ‘:na g

oftcﬁ rceurningrto ths samn

water uho:‘tly S afu

locatien dqy n!t

phce oE bitth. As qrex unl d: mt bn.d on th. lhvf

e ndi 1ons do not pravan duri’ng wlnza: 'and sprinq.- vA, ¢

navborn pup- veigh about _4,5. kilodzml,




e e

'yeaxs of,' nxc-puonuny h--vy and p-nls:-nt pack

ye.ar.-round

e

may excaed 70° kﬂograms (uansﬂ-tﬂ 1967:20). ¥ The 'nnbcé

segl mamtaln- brlrthing holes d zinq'vinttz- basks oﬂ

. extend the'lr lligrltion as vas vltmlled d\ll‘ing :he spring

' The 'sea lamprey, Atlantic sturgeon, alewife, American shad.

and’ iimo;:pane'u‘:e-r'a!e', and ‘the uut;klabnck- are not common.

" Brooktrout '(galvelinus tontlgull s) is by far the most

'nbun ant apec cu

Solu b:eok trout remain in fresh water

( llud Erou while orhers annually travel

ey

Salmo salar)




Vpliécian zpéou:‘éa. Some”local populations of Atlaftic .salmon

‘are landlgcked, and never leave fresh water, yet themajority

3 .. make yearl.y spawning runs from the ocean to fresh water

e rivars arm streams.. ' The tomcod (Microgadus tomcod); is

$g g -found’ in sale, un:e:, but also seeks freshwater coastal

Locatio’r\g. Other conqul\_zt-ig'hes include capelin, smelt,

.and squid.

<", The Nswfoundland coast $as provided shelter, food *
PR and b:eeaing placeu for a variaty of sea birds, ‘These
a birds and thelr eggs vere likely an mpor:tant supplementary. ’

food saurca £or p:ehls:oric ‘tnhabxtuncs of the is;.an

_Today ‘the’ xargeu and best- kno\m braedlng_ locations Are'
on the northeast coast, yet their Dccurrenee duzinq pxehisﬁonc o

times in many places in southsastern Newfoundland' cannot

. be \Hscbunted ‘The destruction, wroughl’. by ‘1arge-scale

\ . egging during the Tyth ‘and enrly 20th’ century 8 recorded :

© (Cott 1953:418 19) and mst certainly-hffecud :na hubn:s a

of Newfoundland sea -bizda.

Tuday several syecins( ued in tha cllfis and rock

i faces ‘around ‘the 'islind's coau. ) Those yhich ~g|tner in
‘

_colonies durinq breeding seu on offer’ tho grauhesc potentia®

and includa: ‘the *hezring gull (Lurus age tatus), present
nlmost nvarywhere along tha coan-.) thé black guulmoc or'

sea-pigeon (Cegghua gtzll‘ ), which' K s been o{uarvnd at, .
: FoET RN g .




E % 25 . - -

. . Placeptia Bay; the common eidek (Somatefta mollissima);

), reported. to breed

1
[ 1 . § . the atlantic puffin (Pratercula arc

at Great Island, Placenta Bay; the Atlantic murre (Uria

,A =-_-1g5), known to breed at various locations on the Avalon

. ('renplqnan 1945). il 5 « 3 .

“ . Eggs of colonhl neaters can be glchued 1n 1argn( ¥

,nunlnn durtm; the brpedlng londn. Sea bhdl have bun
X 'r & clubheﬂ cn shore by Newfoundland ﬁsmmen, or caught vu:h

bnxtad hook and’ line. Tampienan (1945:141) rulates ‘the

lnterestxng pr ctlea wheuby local.‘ u-ha;-man weuld catch

' young-gulls, .clip :mr nings, a»d nhe hl\am ‘to maburity

Eur -laugh:or. % B X -

izt !zequen the .seacoast without

i _Other, “apeciss at’

‘rh- mcluae the eanon

are the willow pnnlg-n ( gc_)g\lu hgogns), r.he cana a 3 .

e - g ¢

H the masizess of Btodk ot 4
d R T
“* The precadlnq Faview presentld a -\m:gx-y of the “tood

o

\ resource potem:in ot Neyfoundland’ and ot the aoutmastetn
b . «




st 2 &

area in_particular. Rei;’tel:.\fully, it }é on‘ly possible .to

'specula\:‘e as to the actual' diet of the “Dorset inhabitants &
o of southeasr_ern Newfoundtand due “to\the absence of preserved

faunal remains -at_ Stock Cove "and other sites. Duclng. our

Stay at.S5tock €6Ve diring the spring and fall Of 1981 we

noted several résources which may have been valued by the
. prehuconc Dor ot sskfmo innubitkntd‘ RS e

'ata one svsninq- in the late spring, €he quie: was

brokqn by an unuxual seriés of squishing.’and squelching,

nolses.‘ ﬂpon tnves\:iqation, we found hunduds of sguid

a:cempung,:o .p:opel themselves onto’ shoré ik ing the. low

tida, -and ‘a delactabla meal was qot:en simply. by picking |
woa faw of the 'creatures. Dense schools of squid visx!:ed
the shore each evening for “several days, during which tine

we might have collected great numbers. capelin ‘and sme}t
N .

behaved l.n similar fashion, offering thelnsalves for consuﬂ\p‘

tion. We occasionally, Eished the small sttaams Eor trout,

,. using”a baited took jtied toia short length of twine. The»se

troqé were 4smalvl:, But planﬂ ul ‘nd tuty. One evatung
we™ tried for "sea"ttou:" where “one of .the brdbks emptied
“into L'icr.ia stock Cove.' On the incamsng nae, j.n & couple.
of feet of water ﬂaar shore; '‘we caught £ish after £ish
- not sea. trout; but 'mmcods'; ‘In-a short , 2 me we _took’
énouqhufo'r. two meals.  Mussels ‘clung to x:hp rocky shote /
o in; many places, and, coﬁid be ‘easily m‘:llected‘when the._
| tide was low. By ‘chance, a Lobster, was once sighted in




va:ieby oE game. Moose spcor was not unc:mmun,,howeVer

thxs animal is not native :o Newﬁoundland. . No signs of» R

“the hnbh.q of Jsea fanmdls. Lotal 1nhabitants report tbat

ncom.mon 'for seals ‘to be shot n the

ter in

ut ‘we. did obshr\mr

young céter ftouc\

Thav Enr!\sts s\lrround

g stock Cove OEEet a lessar

caribou\were noted. varying/nares (univarnlly referred »'
to as "tabbi:s' in Newfoundland) are plentiful. this species B
waa atso Xntroduced, but may £i11 an ecological. niche smllar

‘to the A:cr.i.c hare which {s native .to l:he island. Occas—

1onn‘11§( \(e flushgd a purtrldqe"(}tlmiqan) and uiqhtad~ G

ﬂocks oE ducks. au'r‘lng guus were a cemmpn alt'

ghen r.he £ishing boats passed - am:l a male and Eemale bald

eagla appa:nntly found enough food not on].y ro suppo:t

tnw\salves, "bit to feed: thn!r !im]le offsbring as well. .

» The malnstay of‘the Dorset Eskimos subeisr,ance prﬂbably

no longer axta:s at scock Cova. % Whethsr thts is dua to m -

- eapeuiauy ey @




altered’sea ic qmm, and canseque'nu.y reduced the

seals, to re-:enf. population

‘availability .of migrator

ma:ed sedencak'y seal gopulations'

said \d.th cattalntyg 5 As dis:u!sed’ ir\ a 1a\:er' *

Ehrs vl’ite I:ends &

ere, in :henselvosl prpbabty insufficlenh :o'-fatm the‘

diet, y-t \:hey llkaly cqnstituted impo:tanrt

ba!is ol

ahd welcome supplme}lts }le noted these resou:;es around

o cui:i\unz HISTORY

ndian :

and Post-Archaic

Ths Eaunal resoumea'oi inaglat ueufoundland = the
13, catlbou, Hsh etc. - attracted paople to»the isl.and
about s,oon yeau ago, and ‘sincé then thé hature ‘of the”
environment. has fade e suitable for ocdupar.io‘n

by Indlan qroups Eound in mo:e ccntlnental climes \as’ wall

u' by Pal aao—Eskimogmubn E:om Arc ti.c nnvitonﬂ . Nevfoundland‘ s -

. anvirumsnt was’ not ﬂoweve:,_ideany sui.tad tor a huntinq

3 subslstance, ‘as the island'a ptehismry i npparsntly cNarac—

_Favolr :he lattar. a




5 oW
"boori” and "bust,

Ehe z's{;eated

tti ng

G of Labrador,

WiEn the' Pon:‘ au C,hola exquvuﬁion, the uignlfxcam:e

1976) »

Newfnundland wau recognizad.

mstoriual ;ebux-ds and archaeolagical

thé Bebthuckl g

: people,




rhe nrig x,n. of

_Aquaitzon in ‘Neufound{,and pmmscqzy.' one Ling. o£ ras.soninq

th the poulble excsptinn oE ’the Great qur.hern Pehfnsula‘,l E

Recent wdrk By Pasr.o;q at _' 80 s fcaks_ sj,ts ln Notre,




>
# #pame Bay sugges:s thar_ these people we‘:e ditectly rela:ed\

. . 5 Eo'ithe Ms:oxﬁ:cany known Baothuck populaticn. qmpped

stone arrewhaads -, similar r.o spechnens of Little Passage\/:‘(

Te

arigin - founﬂ 1.n aascciar_icn wn:h modlued,uon naua

“and nthet Eur‘ﬂpea goods’ within pithouse stfucturea, provide

1?34» . ’X g il .

sonvincing svidence (Fastere 1983

Gape F;eelmsi:es[(::am.gnan 1975) have produced itenes da

occupa:mn which may be euilez than Little”

oi sn* Indian”

- Pusm(ge. nhe éiu—netched “Bea&hes complex' prcjectiln

o po;nr,x are ‘d}sﬁ‘lnct f:m the cotnsrvnotchad and sStemmed

sgecimens coumon in Li:tle Pnasaga. usemblances are Suffi-.

cient howéver o‘é est. a:elati shx erhia) san ancestr:
. ,Jt ugg gpship, p p 2

A!\' "evolutior

of/n;ajec.tue pints ;appears. to-have it

Prom ea;ller s;da-notched spémmeng £ four\d

- fxom” Bnyd

,Beo:huck s Ltes o




cthe'r, smaller, weste:n Newfoundland Axtes'

saveral other 1o¢:ations, notab].




X e A L'Anse a E’lammé Pannéy 19815 Pur ng t‘ue 1970'5 :x‘ intar=

;rar.p:ion of. bhe Palueo—!:sknﬁu prehi—story bof coastal z.abzgdor

ubslabence pa tterns . Repx‘a- i

- was occupled by ca. ‘.i son B P.( 'rhes early occﬂpaht

[ Gl ).M.y haar,ars of Inde.pendencé - sarqay cunum f'l‘uck

ot inkabit 17\sulat Hew(oundland. ,smu %

d.n'& oF the,-!a \people ¢ did rench ‘the

. Peature 40 4t the" Cow_ Head nicé\has pzouucad tnol Lo

sxmnu\o ones daf.sd ax’ i i,ooo B p. in Lab a

cen uria: aftat 3, 000 B.P. 1: q:nrca, yet by about

1 fne Batl.y Palaau-Eskimo nrudlticn pstsutad um;u ubout 2,100

und. el

insular 1




"_ ideRice of P‘].aeo—sskim' people

i’ . nhtq en‘dhudis nnd~ knrivos. ‘, &‘uhunt Ind. lubsur.onc., Ro Y

s cousid-nd lu.n' in: tl\h “work appar to hnva dit‘fu ed.




3 patt of the bly. " Lot xsl,(ﬁd hieck tmua-m nnd m Grove'

~ cr,u srule (cjm—l). bog'
s: uaen (cuu--x)

(Ckll-l) are ‘on Lohq tul‘

&arbour (cjn-z) " and .TAc

are locuud

of und.' The uc-punn, v crw-, 1- !.oaud 4n o a s 1,

- 1n Trin!ty Bay (P!nnsy n. d.u). Ggod avid nt." of Palauo\El !.no\
i B ’

activlty\ (EVII’\B 1981,

19821 Mbbl




u sh.uated aa'j ar’lt,’tc'a .s-:i

‘SuEvey,work comucr.ed by the ‘stock Cdve field crew in_th

d r_n :h; dxacovnr '»(b'y.

;ted Dor(.t l!!uiutionu Anoch-r
ke on Hildo xuland, about

Althnugh uu—.h‘

y it is r-pert.ld Lo ba quite llrge,

oueved to :aumb).e the Stock Cdve




o . 'Chapter 3,

- STOCK COVE:

% - _.s'f'rs DESCRLPTION AND EXCAVATION o Loy

*wide,

s:ock. Cove is mow uninhabited.” I: ha!. ‘hOVQVer

’ Sltuatad bn .the eastern shore 5t the Iuhmus .of Avalc‘n .

5! at, .a point where the isthmus is abcut seven kuometeks

an’ occupat,ton‘

and mlmy arnfact.s indxcace

fragmsnts, is also prasm

, with 9n1 o!' E c-d

' ong= ast occupauon By, uawf.ounduna tishcman. -mase

cov:" im de:ivad frbm the E:nqnsh word 'l:eckﬂah'




_‘on both sides by

.. by E| from . cym ‘nei ing .communities of sunnyaide

loc-uy knmm as, 'qu' and "Little" Stock

Cove. The- polt occupctienl pf ‘these tw coves dlffer dramat-"

ically, and nﬁact the differdn} raquir‘-ntu of aboriglnal T

and__vhitli‘gettlnr l:i-l:tla Stock Cove is Hotd—llke bounded

teep nnd fot-s:ed hlllu which rtse to

-om"-:hah 90 meters above ‘séa lnvel. ‘The shelter which .';

it oiierl Erm uindi -nd seas anz:ouraggd temporary occupation

nd chunch cove i.n r_nd past, espaciully 1(| days

'vmosp:nad un af tha butboard motor updadnd m, rina truvcl.

'lhacka" -were built; and’spindly wharves

orocted aqiin-t the rocky shoz‘a for “th s nmeti:ine £1 hnzy. i :
Tnu pract!ca ha- now eeaséd, as tochnoloqlcn advlncel . .

.permit . flahamen 1

o:nake tHe. :atuxu trip betweén thet: N

-or s prehlsl:orlc occupation. w ey p -

Ll:trlstock Gove’ was ctive to Ne idland £i3 5 &

. it offered, “and.for' ..

unsuitable :t'o't;ihglr'_‘ - . .

yurpoua-. Sl 5 ia much merd \expoa-d to ulnda, and du’:lng
2 storn séas rulrl hi.gh L\p the -1opmg eobbh y =




.obsezvabl.a, and.acceulble. The - beach itself oEEers marind

- .\ts beach the inner. reaenes ‘of Ttinny Bay ata clearly-

R THE SITE )
- The cobble beach extends along most of ‘the shore of

Blg s:ack Cave, " 1nntruptod at points by bedrock our.cmps.

‘rhe ’ground ldjlcont tq the beach is erly level, ,unti.l. i

are” encdui\nred Abour_ 50 meters 1n1und. These hills

5 rlga s:eqply tao a heiqht ‘of about 60 mteru ‘and aventually

each .an leqntion of more . th)n 100 vnugl abwe sea level.

A small’ -trqm diachurg.s onto thc buch in the.middle

of the CW! "Tho shores nt Big _stock Cove are, lxke,;,lttle
Stock. Cove, densely wioded. ‘The prenistoric site, located
on part gf the level g:ound uusdum.y adjacent To_the

beach. -is covered. vtth a gtowth bt Hr. birch, dogberry,

-and a varlaty ol sh(nbu, A one_or two meter hiqh bank
along tha haaeh(rom’. is prou.ntly undotqc&nq erosion by

. the sea. - Prehistoric cultural ln:-rlll, lncludtnq lithlc

artifactu and fuu d-htt ¥ ﬂngnmnos, and chlrcoal, occun

conunuou ly . for . diltnncn ui about 65 mnu. Inland,

“‘away from the b.uchfront! :el:ing has rcvuled similar

'ayidence axtending, in ano places, to the buse of the

"h:‘n-dsring hills. “'The aqnsb toze-c and btuuh cover make *

it dﬁﬂcult to‘uc.rtnm the. exact size and canﬂqurntion




Passagg, or, more generally, Recent Indian.

of the once—éccupied area, and estimates of site size range -

.
from 2000 to 4000 squa:e meters.

Pirst evidence ot prehis:orlc occupation at stock
Cove came Erom thé eroding™bank. ' In 1976 Gerald Penney
collectsd Maritime Archnic and Der'set Eskimo azufabts
frm\ :he eroding area,- umle conducting a ‘survey of. 'n—um:y
Bay (Pannay nd a)/ In the-Tall of 1980 DE%

Jamés A. Tuck

and members of'the Hmori;l Univarsity archaao).ogical field\\‘
school . travelled to the site’, and conducted. further testing.
Another occupation was recognlzeq, “eurerailiio: £EHb: tine

as 'Beothuck"‘ Today thls term is excluslv'ely used in

reference to_the: historic Indzan gecupants™of insular New-

foundland. “The -ucue Passage Complex® (Penney nid.c)

‘\refers to their 1mmedlat‘.e (prehxstorlc) ancesf_ors. Thus,

the "Beothuck"' occupation of . Stock_Cove is now :emed z.i:é_le

As it was obviously impossible to excavate the entire

Stock Cove “site, ‘some selectivity was necessary. ' There

was, in truth, 1little ‘ruaon to chooserone area’yabave another.
It did not -seem faasible to’attempt to salvage the eroding
bank, a's xr was’ "too extensiye tob.deal with adequately in
tha time and with the means available. Partial excuvation
of the bank, it was felt, would only hasten erosion. There
was no other.evidence of disturbance which mi?‘ht. influence.

our selecuon of ‘an ‘area ito. work.  Recent humah activity

eoncentrated in Little ‘Stock Cove, and local residanu

e




\

It "was suspectad that tree roots

may havg effacted qonsiderable distirbance, yet asarching

‘for an inwdoded area provedZ(:uitlaas..‘ As, the vpr.mary g

ob]ective Bee the, prop/sed research concerned'the®Dorset.
B Esklmv cu!cura, ix was desiteable r.o concentrar.e afforts :

in an area treo tra- subs-quant ‘Racent Indian qccubarmn. .

» In this we’ were bnly partially successful, 2s some . oE the
excavated area did pmducq evidence of Racent Indxan activity.
"as an alte:naﬂve to, an mf.anniva excavag_ion ‘of a pqr:;gn'

SiEe the possibility ofconducting ‘a randdm. 'sample

of” the,

“of :hg‘ n sxf.a\exlsr.s rhia approach’ was decided
againski on two' counta‘ Plrstly, the presem:e oE Atruc:ural

rema!ns encouraged e;éplbr_atmn of at 1east one of. these ¥

-‘fear_ures; randmn ‘sampung would not siqntﬁi’cantly aqvance .

Tha;e was

. axoe].lant evli.dance, under a ,n,i‘

cq:‘pet oE ‘ﬁ: na\sd)as,

ol a Dox‘snb Esklmo occupatlbn, (ncl ding ﬂugsconea. diaqnoquc




stone

. toolas were made. Addxtionally, né

'mspectien, xnxually s was bur Lntentipn to completa

\
“an excavanon in this area. ea(posing r.ne feature, and then
prol:eed €o vlork l‘n armther area, s}lghtly remqved irom

the

firs:. “This opnmiuid scheme was short-l{ved as,

in :he»nrsr -aek, we ful¥p’Tealized 'the richnes; ‘Of. the”

o cul&ural deposi:s. _' ot 18 % . '

50" cm wiée‘ 't’ténc"hés, forming a- teccangle. ’rne results,
from thase prelimir\ary trer\ches de:émined the dizec:ion

S DE more intenswe excavatdun. Y B Y

appeuu onvious .wn:h respect :o cne cultural dnbriu contained-«
B in euch, and :hus :hay ara Ehought tn have umre temponl

! and occupatlon&l aiqn!.ﬂeam:e

SLral:\m

the uppar laval v

'of soil, colour and 'danulty e.nanuy, tha upper s:l‘atum

Work began with the- clesxing os ‘(ou:

>




i ”.\5.'

"Esklno culture, and* aiffers- frm‘ Stratum ¥ in cantaiging

greater mounu of de:aysd organic!.

. Dorset straturii.ex avateﬂ, x:o a sterile sublevel.

a.thought towards Eugure work.. - "

a greater' amount of:.cobble ‘muk and f;awe: flugstones.
fost of the Recenc‘ Indian material - wau recovered from this i
Level,

albng wir.h a:ttfacts of Dorset origln. scyacum

11 yielqed arcifac:ual and structural ’evu{ence dE Dorset

Eskino occupatmn. étratm 114 alsd :uar_es to t;he Dcnuet

s:uk\m Iraks re!_tricted 2
to 2 pozuon of the excautaﬂ urea, wheteaq Sr.:ar.um .
is ccntxnﬂb?chroughout. " A W e 3 :

In all, .55 square mctars were. rexca‘va:ed at the smck
B

Only in isolacsd [Areas, hawéver, was -the en:ire

'rha features

. desctlbed belnu, vere l.ocated ln stratun Iz, dg the st atum’,

contlnued be].nu them. Thuah excuvating r_hc Dorset ziepcsit

to fts bottoq\ requued r.he rgymvpl of Elagswnes"

i
destruction of these featurﬁs.- «Mne wssk-s (ami Eive pecple-)

g.ha £l es*an

Eully

g th gxposad area required .

“time - and fxnances - that were unavguabu._ It ‘vas s Bele”

thac a "rush jab'

'bu(: add to- the arti!act coum;, angd: be'

S8 »;iany an’ acr_ L

of. desz:ucuan.' Péamras mre thax:efore 1ef:, intact, w,nh

Befora ce nclugung neldwork however, it saemegl udvnme e

in Ehe 1ast fpw days would do 11tt’.e~ i




2 % e
depth to. sed what (15 anyth{nn) 1ay underneuﬁfx the trfemendSusly. - —s
R -

2 :ich Darsu ‘a posxt. Acccrd.tng‘ly.‘ one Qqua;e meuel’ unit

,uia

the’ very: :evb plnceé we cou:d dlg wx,th e juturnxng theg, %

i xgpesed tenures. Srtntulrr h wds. axcavﬂﬁad c\a 1:; hoccom,
’

* wher; &t'me:ged wu-_h an appa snuy s;q

¢
’_ ‘(abdu‘t .30 m Below surfacd),

N
the Sopdvet unc'averad atnin black Levell sche\3s @ belov
L4
surfuce.- his fevel -t “Labelled Stzatut T yrodu&ad G
flﬂke! Of patxnatad vhite and g):aeri ch x;ts, "along with -

T sevsxal arﬂiaccs, irﬂ:luding abxfaci.al 2 s)do- otc)lad r,rlAnqul}/

R endhuae, a ctysuume quaz:z endscup T miniatu:e

ﬂryutnlli;\é quartz endblede, a mczonlade core of bzm-gzean oty

chﬁrt, and’ a. small slde-notphed emﬂblade 7em1nis§ent -of-

Early P aaQ—Eskima culture, Scattered ch rcoal was. also

Skr)atum IlI, ai

analysi.s 3

B B, (Bsta-wss), fiear tne ond of-te known\ rangg of o

a dﬁn of nmﬁn

i oﬁ l“sulm

1and. WJ\can therefoxe

add yet annthe: peuod qf gpcupatian to the cuyj cu:a his:ﬁry

- k] ~

-of Stock qu!n > o Wy s

the locat icn

)
i

PR




; ;. 4 ‘ :
oE .2 hearth. Thgae* Elagshones were ana;ad 4n tt@ff nphery

0\f a‘h walcéhaped ra¥sed:or Fhumped* area measuriﬁg 2pproxi

'mately 2-3 neters in qiameter through which a traa“aged

;nd cont,a‘fned, pudominan.ﬁy,

. At a dep\;h q£ 8= m ‘cm balow surface a soil chang ;-

was nuted.. l‘he puvious derk tzrown dapdsu-. gave way to

fO‘\ll’ldw, Dcrsa’\: Bskimo arcuac:svrecovezed includa’ harpoon

sndblndes, kni,ves/bifaces,g.. 1$tone r ents, endscrapers,’

mlc:obl,pdeu,

‘and: var fous retouched ‘add ubilized: flakes, '
4 > g2 5 N




e

torally Jupmauéd- by

fmgrov_;ph. L The flagstunas irst “noted,” those standing "

of ’this mater ¥4

A

“Cstratum I, same of which’ evdgenced . ﬂra-cracking, suggests: i

the pres}n‘&e of an xndian hearth'overlying th¢: Donet eskimo
;hsax‘th. simllar cobgle fea;,urss havc",baen noted at’ other

o s

Recent< Indian sitesb

§ . -

Fhature 2

reac\)r.a ‘2is anaghep Qrobabla hsarth, 1y£ng to .the

‘was‘t F. Eeuuu i an‘d aeemlngly connected to it by two

The pro‘fusiom.oﬁ }'ccks ;nd cbbbles Xm ?

N




8 ! 47 ; )
= \lightly ﬂess than ) meter gides approxlmatem parallel °
‘ .and about 1 meter apart, and ex\:end for: a distance of 6
e metars. The stones are not neatly arranged, some are angled
% leghtly and paruauy\ resting -on r.ep oi or.ners. ﬂ'he ‘edges
of sev?-él stones  apppa ed freshly bmken, ‘and Larger ones
could 'mmetxmes be recons:ructod gzcxn smuer tragments. &‘-'
‘None “Of the: fhgv,oae- was! se: vs:txcluuy.
: Foaturs 2, the .western ex::em;ty of those rows oE

£1agstonss, consists. of scattered flagptones and Gther

rocks. Chucoal and fu-sr_uned rocku suggest that it .

was a . hearth; agaxn, hunevet,‘ thors' is no. well defined

struc:u:é discernablg. strathraphy in the area of Feq:ure

2 was simt!ar to that of Feature 1. The dazk brown sr.rnm\ .

I encountereu 1medla\£ely belqw ‘the: carpet of £ir needles -

contained an admixture of ‘Recent 1nd1a’n and Dorset Eskimo
artifacts. : Compared r.o Feature 1, thére were Eewer Racentx‘
'Indian artifacts ‘in r.hlu uppu qtruum. ‘and hore Dorqet -

.Eski.mo one'.: Stratum TI was a pure Dorsat Eskimo'deposir., o

connining an asiortmenb— of s:one Loolu very uimuar tor

Panturs 1.

Pea‘ture 3 % o3 o

The rows, of flagstonas mennonea above ue roughly

paullel to the beachfront (BSE-HNW

Towards _their longi--

» _:udinql oen:r'

“and on tha slde closer to'the beach, a”

chgnge 1n the' stratum I daposu ig nouceabn Here M

,he ‘Dorset depoait 's very black. qreauy, and compacted,




, compared to aisewhe:e. Few ilaqs\tpnes are present,. lhstegd
1t is mixed-with' focks of, nreguf‘a: shapes, somé -footballs .
sized ahd 1arger. ‘The urufac: frequency | 1: quir.e hiqn,-

X [ §
: and many specimens ar% proken, “+This area; Feature 3, xs_

.centlnuad te a dapth nf~ 55 yem balow !ur{nca. Evgn at this +

depth a a:erue sublevel was' not ancountered. ‘As, unts

deden uas -situated ahoue l:hre‘e neters Erom‘ Eeatune 1 and

» four meumz Erm ruture 2,. it was+ not-obvicus!.y associat.ed

. with one’ haarth. rather than the other. Indeed if Pea(-.ures

1 and 2 proved contemporansous, \:hm midden Jnlght uu:a

i ¥ both.' “A charcoal -sample was ucova:ed . Erom pqatuze

©3 at a .deépth of 25730 cm helow ‘sutfaca,_nnd andlysis gave

Ta date of 1280260 B.P. (Bota-1065). .

“ ‘ . g gy w 2

5 .., . INTERPRETATION ' .
Two g-neral xnuzp:etau&ns appeared feasible, whue

excavation wl¥ ongoing. The rows of Elugscones, Ainkinq

=8 two henrths, might conatitu:e a 51ngle house struccure.

Al ‘tely, the hear”\ pett:ln todlfterent odcupac 1ohs],

-with the' fluqstone being - remnanta of structureu oc upiad
at difforgnr_ times. 'If the former was co:rach then,charcoal

- collected from the two fiearths would be’ qxpecced to produce

toa depth 5£'35" em below surfade, and :esung in ore 1ocazion =




o distinet accupations.

o

frcm ‘Feature 2 (Beta 40621 yielded a date Qf 12501:60 B.PL,

vlhlch is at: 'leas;‘ ),60 yahz§ latar than the Feature 1 da’te
(1560*60 B.

_of, the two haarths. most ‘of the nags:one arbang.em‘ents

may relate” to kL

It:seens 2 re-nsonub]. presumpe,ton tnatj

in an area'of repeated occugdtlan,‘ the mclt 1nnct structwrs

. ;per;ains ‘to the ~most recent occupaeioh.

#4  The .date from \:he Feathre 3 midden ’is dern:lca], o ¢ iy

the one. ir

the Bea‘tum 2 .heas;h, suggesl;ing Ehae - the
"

midden 15 adsoeia:ed vith‘ ther ;gﬂ ur

2 'hearth and’{ che

flagstone rows: ~A ten‘ta:,ive 1ntetpteca ion,.then, wouid

nq’emanl;

see the.linedr ar

% 'rhe disc.bvery of a cnosa-mend betneen a_ prefom tragment

tram the, Peature 2%hearth nnd anocher Eragmaﬁ: Egm :he

» mlddc

1ends addxuonn luppcrt :o. the' suggestion thut T

these two Eeqtures werq ut!iixad contemporaneously.

“The lnternal atrangement of ;his ‘Dnraec atructu:e

still ~remains uncleat (see Hap 1).
to mark the umu of the structura.»

(towards the qutside t

and qravel.ly, wn.h ‘a

The ﬂ:ngamnaa \appaar

Eordai: mg]hhe ﬂaguqnas .

uﬂ.atlvaly low artlhct

E the a:tuctuta) Strabum (1T s quita -




umi facing the
QE ‘the miacan

e not pé‘uir..

ruvual

A llctle tnuting was, do

ﬂlg-tane -tructurn -
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SUHHARY

swck cove has méda a concnuutian to the prehls\:ory

r.he surfuce,

Following 1s a brief sumnary

la}dng deb);is .,

Lnd{cnts l:h.af. the ‘Racenl:




.

a Reeent Imﬁan s:udy, bacause of the .mxing of. culr.ura_l

deposits which ocQurs. Recsnt Indiaf\ a\:tlfacts ara ras\:ticted

of Dorset crigkn. B In, order, m« separate the' two" clearly,

a cm\prehenslva knowledqs Of Recent Indian and ‘Doriet Eskimo

assemblaqeu is requlred. In the lprinq of 1981, Little

rehaeology was in, h:s -infancy, and my very inconnp’ler_e

= knuwledqe of Hhat night be included in such an assemblage Y

presenced seme on—sna (difficulties in separating and “inter=

pretatlhg a mixed collection. * TMs ‘problem has been somewhat

allevtated in recsnt years, with the excavation ct unmixed

Recant Indign sites (Paar_ore 1983 same confuaion stul

for example, ‘the distinetion, Between Dorset and

necenr.' -:Lndi.an éndscrapers: is not entirely -clear. With =

Eurtfmr

STk on sdngle -component Rbcenr. Indian sites, the

Stock cova site - carefully approached '~ can undoubtablé

yiald a great deal of infomation partalning to the Recent

* Indian period i.n ow land. A full tr

of the Recent Indian, Maritime Archaic Indian, nnd European

‘occupations at Stock Ccve, xncluding dac:iptxon of artiiactual o

remains, will be presented in a fortheoning paper:
> iz
Maritime Archaic

i Haritime Archaic artifacts were rarely encountered

* during. the excavation. Thé few diagnostic Archaic artifacts’

recovered incluge the .basal. portion of a stemmed, ground




-

~'slate lance.

hd n}o ‘celt fraghients. Two leaf-shaped bifaces

are possibly of Azcna} origi:n, yet. theii ’prcvenienée is

4 qrg suggescive of "a Recent Indian’ afﬂuar_lon. J'he Lance

point and ene belt fragments “were’ iound in sc:atum 11,

and a:e no: believed ('.o b

“col lpcted Erom the

a. Maritime Archaié occupncion, and, suggest :ha: much of

the Archalc componenc; may now be uroded fmm the site.- -

A

; roswatér - LAl .

“endbladé. fr ‘Stratun 111 hint at a‘Gtoswater oécupation

at st cck Cove. pzio: to the,mrnval of Douet paople. . Dn‘ly

1n one sm.n and luolltad'location was the excava:mn pursued

_' to the dapth of Shratum 111,_ so very ‘little can be said

at present abo\,\t this occupation. ‘The preaance of - several
csnt!mete:s of s(.erxle graval bsswaan Stratum II and s:ratum
III. suggests, hcwever, I‘.hat r.hu‘e may have been a, c’on!iderable
time lapse between the Gmlwater and  Dorset occupation:.

Théa is dn lgrnmom: with' the 200-300 ycur hintua between

_ the pofset and Grosuater wcumtiona of Newfoundland proposed

by Tuck (1982 ) S e

. g
With regards ‘to future excavation of .the Groswater

component, any - excavator proposing: to do so would first

have to:deal with thé artifact-rich Dorset and Recent ‘tndian-

deposits.-, Thsa would ‘certainly prove a ma]or ‘hinderance

e o

dinq bank ara :hought to” zelAte to .

The single radiocarbon daté ‘and the amall, s\dq;_éhéd_

in sy: - 5 gew biface fragmen:s "
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)
to an investigator concerned solely; with Groswater phase

T Palaeo-zskima culture. ; Z

Dctset Eskimo
y The most extensive and intensive occupation of Stock
N ccvs‘ was undcubtably by the Douet Eskmos. " Radiocarbon
dates _suggest Ehat r.he Dorset paople were present in Stock
cove over a 200 year period and the actual span of occupation

"was probably at least somewhat greater. From the size

:of cne occupied area and thié structural evidence it might

be inferrsd that the site was a semi-pemanent zesxdence,

‘or at least sanethlng more than a casual camp. It is cbvious
that the Dorset inhabitants of st&c’l} Cove were exerting
considerable effort in moving and arranging flagstones,

and it should be emphasized here that the area excavated

«.- « s
was but one of many locations where flagstone _geatures

were evident. The depth and righness of the Dorset cultural
. deposit ‘also suggest. repeated occupations, and .perhaps
extended yearly stays. 'If, as was previously 'siggested,
future -excavations. are successful- in recavering preserved
faunal remains) ‘a better underatandimg of seaaonality ‘might.
be achieved. 2 L ;

s only 55 a‘quarz meters were excavated duti_'the 1981
'season, out of same 2000-4000 squaze mecerﬁ:f occupied
area (1p4-2.8%). 'l’hi.s wnrk hansuppued a- gqod look at

one phaie, at 1gut, of Dorset Eskimo history at Stock

Cove, It is ‘impossible to say at this time whether this




o 2 STEDTES

v activity.

is representative of :he antire period of Dorsas occupation

at the slte. Undaubtedly the sxte ts »worthy “of ful‘thet

attanr_inn, et the direction of Future. ruqakcn must .be

. carefuuy consxdered. Two primary quecr.ives which should

"have already been related. Hopefully more extansivs. wonk
— will provide anaxyzamé faunal materiai. . The rgcm\stru!;tion
‘o£ subsistance may aiso be alded r.m:ough the * exploraticn
of naighbouzing s.itu in the isthmus rsglon, .as r.he Stcck
# Cove inhabitants may have ‘utilized otnar nearby locatiuns
and their various resources in" a masonu exploir_atxcn

found. These other sites may supply preserved faunal material,

or through their spﬁ'clfic locations imply .a Fespurce-related

In t,his sense, the isthmus region constitutes

a prime location for a se:::.emen:—subsmnnue study.

& ‘Flagstone structur.s are well-Known in the Arctic
and on the Labrador coaat,.yet are quita rare on the lshnd.
With the 'e:icepr.ian of APhiuip s Gaxden al Port, ay, cholx,.
few Do:ut ‘sites in Nawioundland hava produced atructural
evidence oE any kind,

‘,’{ ) . .

aun iqua oppottun ity

A cledrer understanding of Dorsst structureu at” stock

. Cove can only be achisved through more ax\:anaiva excavation.”

“The. flagstone structure described above, which included
s o

and therefore Stock.'Cove presents '




* ozqaninckm of sr.ock Cuv,a u:uc; re

K ndqnssdd by future e L examplé: a) addxtiunal

basiu.‘< X conpnh nuv. intnpretauon of: he mtemal

.nd rolltlon _119-

,must bqﬂn with large : -na! axcavnlons. i

Sucﬂ an underta)&ing liu]. reqlrlza l ccnﬂdanblo nanpovg
“an- u-iqm:‘ or. ten person cn?" e

admcarbqn dates would u\q-unt :h- rath.r -ngn ch:onology; 2
.

i sqocx cbvc. nn- 1oc-=$nq of :ﬁh mnzc‘. would bo of lssisun:o




- pres\mably v

Chapter '4
' BRTIFACTS ~ R

The assemblage of Dorset Eskimo artifatts recovered.

£rom’ the stock Cove site during the 1981 excavation consis“t’s
enr_i\ts].y of lithic tools #ad associated»mnnufaccuring debris.
No 1mp1ellents made El'cwn crganic materxals Were foudd due,
to presatvatmn conditlons. The folloulng
. 1nvento:y i‘ncludes melamem:s which Eunc:lcned in many

aspects of Dor:set Eqki.mo dife: weaponry, ‘cutting and scraping

tools,. lmplemencs for Lhe Eabrlcation ©of others, and ‘vessels

fort dmllestxc usa.

these‘artifacl‘.s is refla;:ted in the ccllection of- unfini!hed

tools and £laking deb:l.!.‘ .
One type of chett ‘is’ vredmtnant in k_he Dorset Eskimo

4 Aassémblage.

- mattlad prown uxf; whica, or broun par.xna‘
L il appa anuy commorl to" chents ‘native to v:he\‘l‘rlnity Bay
Areqi.on (Arbxlng, H UfN. Geox::q‘y qut.. pats com )er, In

compuubn r,o chsrts iound in pther Nawtounaland collectlbns,

:nu n\aterial mivght be considered of” "medi.um quality. '

‘l‘he ﬁac: chat it _was oﬁten qrcund auggests that u: islleas

. hard than mmy othe: cliste types. Y 5

" The sacond most popular material £rom which. chipped.

 § s:onq tools were munu!actured is; c:ystau ine quartz. F:s!;uently

As well the '] process oi mnking many of "

Artlfaots manufac:ured from th;s chert are

This~patinacion




; . w - 58 _ i » .
] used Ea.r malﬂng éndscrapers and- }robladas, quartz crystal
' is very hard and produces ,a razor-sharp cul:nng edge.

Green and gray-green, cherts are also present, but '

:hey Al.'e rare. Uthese n&‘ar_ena)ﬁs are much finer gramed
than the patingté‘d chart, and were eccasipnallyvused‘ for
making ’ enpdscrapers. o

w

~

. i « *. (\HARPOON ENDBLADES n =2366 "

Tnangular pcuncs once ‘used to tlp hhrpoon heads -are,

numerous at the stcek Cove-stte. These ‘projectues were
+ constructed. em\e; by chipping or a embma‘uon of chipping
‘= and gx:-(nding. The -:anecuon is uccotdlnqu divided dnto

three catagories' sbec‘mens were shaped and

"Chipped”
finished exclusively Olrough Eltntkuapplng: "Gr:ouncl'I specmans o

were, inithlly naked, and; then ﬂnm\ad with & grindsr_on 3

. "chipped and G:ound"endbladas dssplay both cechnxqueg

of ﬂnishing. o iy

'l‘abl'

" Chipped £ndblades 'n = 162 3 and 4 plate’T) .

na:poan andbladas manﬁ\factured exc1uawe1y ‘by. chippinq

sconstitute 44% “of .the . Stock Cove andblade ccllsction. L
E i Bifacially £laked apecinens a:e the mosr. iuquam-. np-ﬂuted
’ speéi.mens are second in populau:y, am unxsacuuy f£laked

examp'lea Eam a mincri:y




B

" ate basally thlnned; of these’ about: one-half (40.7%)

n=19 Y Y

Bifacial
: .
The majority of bifacial sndmaaeyﬁ?‘comple:ely

£1’aked over ‘both surfaces. _The . quality ‘of:flaking variea,

with less than 20% appearing precisely wotked. Many are

roughly cy,pped and exhiblt luphca kregularities‘n 'yet' ‘

the dutiine form u, in most cases, symmetrical. All specmans

sally thmned, usually, to_an équal’ degred on hotnj

r,he dorsal “and_the’ ventral gurface. i A

A variety of sh’apos 1s ptesnnt. Approximately 503 -

display a ‘similar fnrmx an ‘elongated triangulag cutFine

with straight or sllghuy convex siass, and 2 straight -

or slightly concave baual margin. other specimens ara

not as unifpmy ranging from ver'}}.'squat exnpl‘e‘s "to quite i

long ard narrow ones. si&e—notc

is 'rara, ﬁ.ve exdpples :

have shallow side-no.tches imnedl'ar.ely above theu— bu

one has a pnr of notches placed £urthex up the. body. vhue

:‘another specimen has. twn sets of: notcnes, éhs ‘second set
locaced near cm :ip. E g %

b. Unifackal n =35 .

© \Unifacial -endblades’ are, by .deﬁninon,"n;ka& on
oﬁ‘s’ur only, altﬁouqh thq ventral or unvorked face
may exhibit edge ratodch. 64.5% of these unuacm Specinens ‘w

show cmplete surface Elaking on. the dorsal- Eace.' 77,7\

exnibit’

antequal nmount of thinninq on both faces. ]
" e f
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L Tip-fluted- n =48
.+ . Forty-five tip-fluted—Specimens exhibit a longitudinal

tip-flute Elake‘

are easentially sinilar “to '{?ivfaclal specimsns. Tha graacest

diEEe:ence is symme\:ry, as™ 53 .3% are asymmetrica] in cutllne.

Lataral edgeu are oagain sughtly chvex, and basal margins .

are sllghtly concave® érmraig.nt. WhereasbiBacial spez_:imens
are bi—convex inboth long itudinal and transverse cross-sect.
most unifucul undblages are either plano-convox o concave-
Engaw i lcngltud inal’ qmas—seccion’ynd plano-convex
in transverse. frcss—sectlan. % s - L

PR

median ridge on their ventral. surface, where two-or more

examples nave ha.d a single np—Eluta flake r:en\oved. Most
specmsns (53 3%) are ccmpletely flaked on' the dofsal surface.
77.1% exhibit no evidence of working - other than tip-fluting
and basal trunnxng "o Ehe ven:ral face. . All apecmens
were bually thlnn’e'd on the qursal and ‘the ventral surface,

51 3\ were thinned to an aqual dqgrsa on both faces.

A. symmetrx-:al, elongaued *cn nqular form occurs most .

frequencly. Lnterel edgas ,are usually gently. convex.

-+ Tip-fluted" spechnsns show the hiqhest ftequency of concave

baaal matgins (81 u). Longitudinal c:os:-msecr.ions are
exthar plano-convex or bi—convex, dapendlnq upon the degree
of tip-ﬂuting and’ basal thlnnlng on the ventral suriaca.

va:lation in the ‘size of ‘the ventral tip—flute ridge may

‘were removed. - Each of the re;npininq three -

A




,convex transverse cross-section. o T e

-

~

result in either a bi-convex, a-plano-convex, ora triangular-"

Ground”Endblades’*n £-107 (Tables 5 and 6, Plate II)

"Ground" harpoon enabladas are manufa;tured from cher:
and ‘are- judqed to have grindsng over at least 758 of their

surface area., ‘rhh degtee of suzface grindinq diHezentiates»

r.hem from specimons in th+ folloving 'Chipped And 'Ground"

'clau, all iof which huve less than 75% of thair surface:

.Einiahed by grinding.' "Ground" endbladee show no surface

o chxpplng, although most ‘exhibit .a.fine edge serzation,

- grinding was done.

or a conse: edge retouch. . -
'Mosr. ground chert ‘endblades (86 6%) have a synunqtncal
é)utline. 83.3% have gently cqnvex adgea. sughtly concave

~and stralght basal margins occur with approximately equal,

" grequency. 59.7\ ‘are ,aithe: bi-convex Gr triangular.cénvex
in. longitudinal crons-sectwn, depending ‘upon the procision
with which surface and basal drinding was done. Thxee
,'spuclimens_ hu_vq brqad,, shallow side-notches formed after

. Grinding was mot performed in' an identical manner

: on all spScimons. Gene:ally, two'grinding techniques were

followed. Flit gri.nd&ng was performed ima single plane, .

patallel r.o botn axes df the spactman. Bevelled grinding
.producnd a peaked or convei su:iaca. " A single spacim‘en

may exhibit one or ,ao:n techniques. While bevelled grinding
. ' AT




.

’ th&rdonal grindlng w&mom precisely controue v produclnq

may occur on both faces of.an endblade, flat g:inding, & et

when it duves occur, ia rssu—icted ,to a- singls face. In'

some instaﬁ&es bevellad grindmg was executsd with machins—lihb
precision—, producinq« a specimen that appears bilatetal.ly
and bifacially uymmetrical. it was

More: often, however,.

. done less exaccly. The t:ansvene ctoss—sectién'of a ground‘ 'Y
cher: endb.\ade reflects, the grindinq technigue employed, ’: A

‘as wsll as the precision “with which grinding was executed

The venr.ral surfdce of these six specimens i; grounc

flat, whue the darsal £ace is bevel-qround to a convaxlt

of &hese plano-convax examples h: is more pronounced an
the dorsal .face. Three, specimens !xayg finely senruted_ 4

adqes o or

Specinenl with a :thnqullr transve:ae cross-section
are also Elat-greund on- the yent:al face and beval—ground

cn the. dorsa /.

compuz,ed to pl?no—e?nvex examples, howaver, .




- Eacb yet several: symer.tically nx-

* -
Eaces. ,The axn::t transveise cross-sectxons vary,

“Bagal grinding’ is usuall.y more. pfj‘

an equal degree of busal grinding

tho

seen in Triamular exumplesr.

rwex spechena axn .n;
om: both Eanes._ Most

se whicn ao

Basal qrinding\ occur on both

vith t e ‘longitudinal midlipe. Aaaln, mo:t specmens have

Ly

1ongi:ud1nal midline on both !aces. As basal gzindinq

\4. reclaely contro beve\-grinding on both surhces»
du : £1attanad aia ford traps

vetsa ercu‘-uct&on ’

st il £ s
nounced on.the. dorsal-




7+ exist, from n

.~ cni and cro g Bndbladal in=  97- £ o

. . (rahxu 7 md a, Plate u) N
All thtn endblades are chlppcd, yu also sxhiblt

grlndlng hcn Grlndlnq was performed ucondarﬂy, Lo

sharpen odqep and tlpu \and :to "thin’ bodi!s and basea., o

,of a ground gutfa S @ .
Three,classes ,of chlppad ‘and qtcund ondbladas lare
dlstinguiahad nuordlng to thelt pr!.méry method of mnnu!le—

tuta: chipping. Ve

Blaci

Bxactly 754 display - lurfacc grindlng hcatu, vhlh
1 grlndlnq &

- 83.3% exhibit basal qr_lnding. surllcn -and bu

.occur tqqg:tmk on 53.3%. Bu-sls were oft-nv chipped- suhugﬁent -

to being ground; 56.7% are thinned by a quhiniﬂt‘m nf‘
chipping and grinding. ) Ty A" A

- Most specimens lnve a uy-n-uical ouclme .and ganﬂy

convex ‘lateral edg nnl ‘margins- are uuull[y nightly

coricave or straight. Longitudinal f:\h- !lunl l;’ most:

.‘y

b. Unifacial




" 1 ‘shnrpan the tip.

and 15 usually _more pronounced on'(ho dorsal ‘face: of “the -

al:echen. ) 42 9\ exhph_ post-grinding adq- ntouch

A gy-metrical ontune “and convex hnx‘al edgas agaln- )

pt'edouinntc.‘ Unifacial endblades Ahou a, un;hﬂy qreatet 8

cccun'-nce of cencavp basai Jlarginn Lhan do blh;lal upeclmenu. N g I

The longitudinal c;on-,-ecuon ass a. v,Lht:y of . :em-,

_most monly either bi-conv 3 or’ pl. n e v - Most " are -
pl “in X 3 e tLon. e
c. Tipfluted n=3y =", WY T P

Tip—flu:ed speclmnnl show I’aDd dacrnaae xn r.l(e
. TN

.' occurrence 4‘ surface q:ind_ing

while Ya n~gr1nﬂlng oceurs .

with 103‘ frequency. The h.u; of: up-uqtea specimens

are commonly chipp-d as vpu as qruund. CohéuEzent"v‘tl'th

. the decre e in surface g'rindinq h a 1l troquancy nt e

po!t-gtlndlny edge :ar.onch~ of tl'u ﬂf:un specimens. oxhibltmg;
surface grinding, only one was subsequently ntbuchod. .
Tip-fluted specimens show a form of, grinding’ not -prgsent

on bifacial and inifacial -nau’-a ely, grinding of

& tno vvntral tip-fluté rtdge. -Oon thirteen lpoch.nu (46 4%)-

r.hu distal portion oﬁ the 1onq1tudinal. ridgc produced by -
- ﬂf.h! tip—ﬂutinq process has been tlatuned lnd hurly ohlit~

ated by grind lnq v

In oucnna, tnna spacimon- lhow a s lynmar.ricd

fotn thnn GLth-r bifacial or unuacinl cnuplu.~ }atenl




gnents; 14 mmseccio‘ns! ‘and 34 bases.

Hust




P—

These todls may havu sarvuq a varfety of functions. - The
thin and narp tip of the complete nn—g indicates it may
have been kprcjoctue = speaz or lance point - _and the
sharp_ edga- of all specimens were ukoly -el!—suited for
- cutting.

Small Bifaces . n'= 8 (Pla

Besides belnm umnller than the" pnceding ones, these

ccola are pmpdrclonally longer and natrownr. Again, they .

are quite zMn. seven are less. than's mm. thick. Bases

T are anchlly chlpped and in one. 1nstancs subsequantly i

ground._ slullov lidd—not_ches. placed slightly. abqu the

concave base, are prennt on all lpecho‘ns. _‘rwo amples

_ have double se'ts of

'smaller, more llundhr, and l.lqhtlr thnn thn large bi(acal.
They -.y hava tlppod prujm:tu--,jt:mp: of the throwing
. nther than the thxu-thuj type,

as cuttlng knlvn. g : f < .

0"
Piﬂ:y dhtll lrnqmenu are uncllul!led. Thrse have

" ALY ua tr;angulqr in outlimy soma are’ btoad as in)Large:

Bihcea vpue othou have the« lonqur, nutrcwez outline

> o,f the latter type . ‘mru are t.ip-ﬂ.utld and one ‘ls ground.

notches. ‘mou bifu es are— qénerilly

addition.to bdng used

bluntod. tip- and vn'e ~theh£ou prcblbly not projentues.
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Three Of fourteeh medial fragments have parallel sides;

others.' have converging: sides.

surface.

Two have grinding on their
. iy

Eight of tventy praximal fragments have the long,,
narz‘ovr uur.llne of ‘small Bifaces. None is notched, howevet,
and their basal margins. are.either straight or irregular.
Two nétehed -poc.{mans are unlike either 'of the preceding

types; bot\mwe very small side-notches placed, high above

the base, and parullel_~ rather. than converging sides. -Ome—

.is bifacially chipped and.ground ~and quite thin, whilé z

thelother 4s a uniface, and much thricker. The remaining

hasse are asymn rical and x.rngulat, pnd appear to  have

:ecelved a minbml amount. of shaping p:ior to use.

» dh 5 8 S A .
.- .’.‘ L s £ %
N = cmngs n=72 "

Iz is gonu:ally nat dlfflcult to dxffenhua:a baf_wsen

Recant Indian apd Douel: tools, vwnh stylss being distinctive

colourful chért,q used by the Recent Indians and che weathared i
whh!e materiu ptevalent “in tﬁa Dcrset assamblage. The

dhr.lnwmn doua not held tr'ue, however’ vitn respec: to ¥

enducnpeu; the Dozset peop].e of Stock Cove vused a variety .

g




_oflcolou:etli cherts in addition. t:o r;he.‘ weathered chent and
quartz crystal - for making end’scr‘ap‘e’rs. A'clear morpholog ical.
distinction between Recent Indian and Dorset endscrapers
‘is also not observable. Several speéln;ens may be confidently -~
iéenti‘f}ed" as Dorset (for example those with graving spurs)

but many are of’ questionable origin’

Fnilim to proauéb a replicable or quantifiable method - .

“ of identifying emfscnpa:s (several:‘methods of metrical
‘

analysis and plotting were _a:tempted)/, the mixed couecncn

vas "divided® by visual lnspection. /This method” .is highty

auh]ective and zaflects tha prejhdice of the- rasearcher,
but is ineacupable until Eurthar research pzoducss an objective
means of identl:icat‘;‘nn.

Based on the' Eact that quartz cryscal 19 unknown to
ocdur in Newfoundland mcent Indian ass blageu, all quartz
c‘ryétal endscrapers are pze’uumad,“t‘o}

Piagnostic Dorset .Eskimo tools (e.g. microblades) made
from quactz crystal have been found at Stock Cove -and “other

12
xites, so_there is no doubt that ‘Palaeo-zakknou were' uuing

* this mate:ial. The fact that quartz crystal endsérapers

out’number thert specimana ag Stock. Cove -is . a significant

nnd !omewhat unusual: occurrence in” Newfoundland Dorsat
assenblagee. A. pouible explanation may be that r.he %opula:
.

waathared chert was in’ Eact unsuitable for~ endscrapau

a todl requh:ing a durable working edga. . 'me pteuenca

e Dorset Eskimo. <




- 70, 2R - s
of ;.he bettér q\nuty nolonud chex:s ln the endscrapor e
couecuon is: a;so explalned by ehis zanooning. . " i
B m"\arn gin'ni' seréE -n ‘n =51 <
T /{Tables 9 and 10, plate_1v)’ o= L .
'.l'ho ﬂnll uizo of uolt q\urtt‘cryu:al ucrnpets appn.n-p & R
to bh‘a Eunction of the slze‘ of avuﬂlbll cryatals. Three- J
& types are disung\nlshad on the buis oi outune £om and N
S -;7—~r\tha nunber of works‘nq edgas._ ’ -" R *
) Paur-sidod, single working edge enﬂucnnma —rn.- :h/ L
savatnl qu.dnlatﬁral umpea qccur, ‘e mout common. .z,‘

form 13 rocungullr. ‘tnnty specl.ung are surfuce Elaked

on their, Jorsal’ face lee tun uh\b!‘t cryltnl cortex.
H

“All have a ung.h votklng -dqa. tvm:y-one lleng r.noh

1ength dhomlon and nine al.om :heir wsdth. M»sp':chenn

are. stemmed. rngqt are incompletely worked along their -

lateral and proximal margins. oy = T

b. Three-sided, -1'gxe working edge sndscrapers h = 10

Except !or thei -trlanguh( outlinc, these .ndscﬁp-'u

are quite' siu‘iht to. the' pucedlnq typ' Five are completely::
ﬂaked on their dorsal aanace. .four dxupl’iy sm; crystal
cortex, and one h EaaMonad on a quartz cryutul flake.

None. is u\:mad, and non-vorking aqga rotouch u.ure.

scugu vith multiple workh_xg sdgu n=5

“Included in this type are two’ -poelmen. vhich are

- ;qn;lagorg{ly triangular in outline, and have thraq_yorktrlg




> 7,7 e, End-éf-blade scrapsr n 'l

. To . : s %k v BN
R A n 1 -

edges. Anofhers has a rectahgular shape and four working

edgeé. An irregular specimen has two'slightly corivex working.

“edges -and a single concave edge. ‘Andther unique spe¢imen
M5 two convex working edges, fashiioned on' opposite faces
of a quartz _gryscal flake. "

rd. Concave sidescrapnrs n=35

Folr quartz cl:yntal microblades. ahd one 1inear Etaqment

. of quartz crystal huve one side rer_onched to form a conl:ave R

: g worknng edge_. Opposite edgedare not’ retouched‘ ‘These

. concave sidesct or " b range in length from

" 14.2 ,mn’ to | 18.0 mm, "4 their. working edges vary between
6.5 mm and 101 mm. . e

One ‘quartz crystal microblade” f;agmenc, medsuring

7.2 Tmin lenqth ‘and ‘6.0 mm. in. width, 1s retquched »ac<pne

': end }.o“ium a-convewiorking ehdge'.

’ P %

s U].untratad in Plate v, eash" row

of the follouinq typu.

La! e :hru—sldud endscra atu n= 7 '

Chert Scrapers n'= 21 (Tibles 9 and 10, Plate V) N




% Theae are ossentxally

»

IS Eace,

i . T, A2 Wi
vedges< 1ALl ade £laked ‘on their dorsal ‘surface and one

is .alsc ground.

graving spu s bn' one example. A vurtety oE green, blue

rand tan chetts occur. ., u S
b. mall, three-sided endscrapers n =3 -~ -

imtl.ar to the -pre&eding ones,,‘

: but are nuch mauet.

‘In sizé and Ecm th

closely teéqnble]

quartz crystal ahdscrupe rs,

They mey ‘be expended or nenrlyn

expanded, examples of thé abcve type. & . o

i Feur—uided sndsctagts n= 4
4 Thess endscnpers havs steep@r and less ragular worklng

Lateral ndgqs are retouc e '- T i ,‘

. Plake endsc:agts n = 3 -

i- : These specmens uere mada on,

»l:riangular in outl 1na. They are: quit:e thin in cx.-ashsection o

and Axhihtt a mlnmal amount 'of wurklng sdge anﬂ on—working
AL [are niade from'weathered, chert. : \‘(
"oy 'com siée end, sldescra s n=4 et
Thasu Eour ructangula:‘ lpecinns appear to be, ‘comipos’lte

: 'eJ\d idescrapeu. Bnd worklng ad’gae azd thj.n, while worklnu




P S s ) s
. - |.
A ‘ \
. 2 BLADES/BLADE-LIKE FLAKES n ='185 "
' {Tables 11 and 12, Plate vf) g W 8D

« . LY
. ' "‘/The core froln which- blades are prod’uced x:equires prepar-

ation of -a striging plntfom, and n

blades are removed. This prsparation 1is® accomplished by
the rémoval of ndge £lakes - H.naar flakes with :rxanaular

debris. 'l‘ha bladn itself has been defined ae "...a parallel

sidad flake with a prepareﬂ striking plat form ‘and/or prepared .

Eace £rom which. the s

crcss-sec:lons and tranaversa ﬂ.aking - anq other core

platfcm edge, .with  one or more stralq{lt doraal ridges

parallel to “the 1atera1 adges'k(nxnnahae 1975: 131).
EAR
St A s:txklng featuye of ‘the b].ade 'techno].ogy at stcck

2= G Cove is ir.s. .apparent * poor dwﬁowdntr when.: compared wihn

= g uther Naﬁfoundland Dorset asssmb}lées. Applying “the. nbove
’ defxnidon, o more than three dpzen blades can be identlfled
1n -the stock Cove collecti-pn.

The. collaccion is, 1nstsad,

2 replete w:th a. va:ler.y of blade-=like. Elake) nnd nnea:.

' ,\“ - 5. which cannot, bvé consiqated true blade\ﬂ 5 thedr<
1 | s 1rtegul\‘ar1ties. .@e mfzequon: cccux:enc‘n' £ Yfue bladed
; is bnlleved to ‘be p.ruany va‘ functlan ¢ the“rav matérials
ussd by r.he Dorset thabn:anu bf Stcck Cove _in ‘that none
/\ A T was 1dea11¢y suibed ‘to a t?].ade i tzy_ ?!Ar ‘ly, attempts
NS g &t produc ing b1 o™ £ron pat\f i

srt:w,ere made, buc—
i

re‘sxuts wére gengbe:lly unsucceu f.ul;.onlx
mfm tha zaquxremem;s nrt the above.qe:inm

ow" 5pecimens
na patlna(ted
vey which,




}. was not suitable Eor blade technology.

o " casel the imper fections ‘may be dye to aq additional Eac:é

\ I Lo, » &
2 appeats to reinforce the suggestwn that this matarial’_
‘ Ouprtz crystal
was also. wbed, with only slightly better results. In, this ...

t he

si;e of the quatt2 c:ystals‘. Most of the quattz crystals

- useq by :he Dorset .people of Stock Cove are quite, small,

N an;l theratota: were probably difficult to prepare L;x the A
manner identified ‘wir_:h"' true blade :‘produc*tiari;. However,

the elongated, facetted form of quartz cq;s:ai‘s made- them

. 3
suitable for producing blade-like flakes, Hith a nunimum_

BF core, preparation: ‘These quartz crystal made—uke flakes'

" are numerous at’ Stock Cove, and seed to be a subs:scu:e

for' true blades. . . T

. \As true blades are nanrly nbsent at Stock Cove, all

impetfact blades and blads-like flukes are included ln
this category of 'Blndes/blude-like flakes‘ This presumes

N B
that hl.a_des and blade-like flakes had -the same function,

1 and that-blade-like® flakes were made when-it was difficult

(or undesiresble) ‘to make blades.

- . . 1%

3 © Chort plades blade-like Flakes
- Of “the 67 , specimens manufactured from chert, 15 have

parallal sides and arrises aﬁd can be considered true blades.

* The temainder have lrragular sides’ and irregular and often

Angomplete ‘arrises, .Most examples are made fom patinated

.chert. Three specimens of purple rhyolite, two of green




Quartz Crystal .Blades/blade-like Flakes n = 118

_‘Quartz crystal specimens number 118, including 19 -
sxngpies i‘aqnunéd as true blades, ‘The remaining9s blade-lige
sYaked prodsit irregularities similar to chert ones. \Whether
"ot ot s od8biadeg ‘wars produé:ed in a djfferene.'fufanner
. than were the 99 \blade-like flakes is debatable. ALl may
have been made’ by the ame process, with bhe béraight sides

and arrisgs of the 19 "true” blade being fortuitous. The

process by. which madas/bladed;ke\"ﬂaxes were produced’

from quartz _crystals is elabo a:ed- upcn in the tollowinq
T

i ~section. The variable, non-standard fom of guartz crystal %
G blade-like flakes is reflected in the ranges of. lengths,

‘ widths, and tMcknesset (Table 12).

s \ !
P Ve g IARTZ CRYSTAL CORES _AND CORE DETRITUS (Plate VI)
| ’ . "
! There are 51 quartz. crystal blade/blade-liké Elake

cores, . 38 ‘core.:fragments, and 9 unworked crystal fragments

- v in the collection. Considering only the-intact cores,
it can be sben that the proportion of cores to blades/blade-1ike

flakes is quite high: 51:118, or about 1:2.3. This suggests

blade cores, Sixteen of the 51 intact cores show multiple

) that these quartz crystals were relatively unproductive o
arrises where two or more blades/blade-like flakes were
\




was first brokin transversely to. produced: a Flat platforms

i e . . :

L e o - . .

{ S 7 : . -

R = . i 78, ' .

: B ' removed. of the remaining 35, 25‘exhibit a single blade/

bur® © blade-like flake arris? and 10 show evidenpe of workinq :
BTl

‘§ but do not have blade arrises. % R
i: - % " ‘Cores from which two or more blades were st:uck best R
H ;
{ 5. # exhibil €he: techinique Ehat: vam ipraceissd, The crystal kY
.

i

i

Co

preparation flakes ve‘ge then struck, originating at this . }

\

platfom and extending part of the 1engr.n of the crystal.
This angled the plitform slightly in relation ‘to the xongi-
tudinal axis ‘of ticrystals The crystal was then rotate

a't 1
g b0 180P,- 'and blades/blade-like flakes™struck fron .its Eace,/ i
=

- on the npposition ﬂ.de. from the prapura:ion flakes. en

i
N . the crystal core was -expended, l;h'e platform hag qsem;d ' i
a wedge shape. ) o
Core detritus is rapresented by 90 frléments of quartz
crystal. Thla chludgs Elaking debriu from }(eparing the
i p!.ar.tom, and inltlal flakes f:om the core face\from which )
i i o blades were subaequenuy-nma(ed. Flakes and ligear flakes (‘«
i are prasent.’, along with’ ©0dd-shaped fragments that were i
[

preuumeably the res(ts “0f unsuccessful attempts at core ]

. preparatian. .Crystal cortex is often observable on the )

B dorsal 'surface of core detritus flakes. o : ;

i

i

i .
i . N Poay ‘o
1. TIP-FLUTE FLAKES n = 118 (Tables 13 and 1%) | !
( \

The. tip-fluting technique produces:distinctive debitage

€ vhich provides some clues u to how :he l:eehniquc proceeded. 1




" _ After’the t.lp of a prefom was prepared. tryﬁnhl or
prm\ary tip-flute flake was struck. Tms ptp?uced a-linear.

facet on .tha preforl?

- scars ‘on its dorsal surface + the Eomet surface of.the

prefom. Next, a second Elueing Elake was struck from "

the tig of the preform adjacent to, ths first, This would

and .a corresponding ﬂak‘e'}:uh flaking.

/ remove ch. remainder cf the - ptefom 8 uriginal surface .

along with a potuon Dt tha linear  facet ﬂ:om the firsc
t{p-flut_a Elake. . Acccrdingly, secondary tip—flu:e flakes
/h\éve flaking scars over a porti‘on nf their dorsal ‘surface
and a “facet on the rest. Sometimes. a :third or .tertiary:
fluting ﬂakn was rmoved, these ’are recognized by the -
, presence of two linaar facet{ on the dorsal surface.
Usually two and me:lmas three” tip-flute. flakes were
stryck from the same surface of a preEom, and can be assignad
left or a right position.

© either With the flake grientated

. o as the dorsal surface is up and the striking platform

is distal to.the observer, left examples have an edge facet

‘along their left-hand nat;_nn.' Mght‘tip—ﬂuta flakes have

© ' this edge facet on their right-hand side. - 3

“. " ..Therg.are 33 primary, 56 secondary and 29 tertiary”

Eip-£lute flakes in the Stock Cove collection. :Five primary |
* ¢ and Lwo secondury specimens are ground on their dorsal
. surface, demonstrdting that in" some. cases grinding was
done prior to ‘tip-fluting.

4 A
v secondary and 1 rl‘qnt [ ar

Two fluting ‘flakes), a left

, are from the same preform




e 1 J8

Jand Gan be ‘reassembled. The' pr inary “£lake hslonging withs

3 :hese twn i3 not p:esen:. Table 13 provmea a typclogy

of the Stqck Cove up-ﬂut.e flakes. .

Metrical aYysis shows that pri‘mary, secondary and !
tertiury Spec{mens are similar 'with- respact to max imum

thickness (usually measured at the bulb of _pe,rcussion).

-
P:imary examples, howevner, are generally ]arger and more ¥

vu:iable thasl secondary and l:ertiary specimens wn.h reggrd.!
to’ naximum leigth ‘and wldth (Table 14) . r N
S
Al A, 3 ¥ /
pnzeoans n = 129 (Tables 15 and 16, Pldte VIE

A *preform” is an .unfinished form of a stofe tool.

that dpes not display the precise flakling and shape of

the final product, = The 129 examples from Stock Cove vary

“in size, shape‘'and degree of finish, and give a gemeral

il:lprassion' of the flintknapping techniques practised by
the Do.raet inhabit’ln‘tﬁ. The vcou‘e‘ct’ion is aubd_ivideé Xntc;
two categories: those which are “true core t.oo}n,"_i.a. were
formed through a progressively refined reduction process;
and those which were fomed an conveniently shiped flakes -

& E:agmenu, referred to as, for lack of a bstt%terﬂ

"flake" preforms. The diatincclon is, 1n a sense, atter

. of degree aé‘Cut! prafams also orig(huted with suitably

shaped chert fragments or "blanks". Core preforms ‘were

subjactad to a more complec\é perhaps "standardized™ -

.




reductio'n prpcess than were flake prefor‘ms, angfthus several

‘attributes serve' to distxnguish the two -r.ypea ~

£rom wenthered chert. The except_ion is: made Egam

rhyolite, - : :

- o " corepreforms n =8l A
‘Preforms which have been. reduced £rom a Larger bIank.s
. have flaking scars on nne-m'i uﬁualxy both. faces. Depand:iﬁq S
upon the staga in tad fiintknappmg pmcess the specimen ’
has reuched, it may alsn exhibn: retouch of . the 1a\:era1 o

edges and base. As the reducnon -prccass cvnt!nued the ¥ N

Breforn became, smaller, thinner”and niore regular in outline,,." .

s 7" 7 with a greater nuber of smaller flake scara on its surfadés, 5

At some point(in the process, when the specf.men had attained '
a regular outline form, tip—flut~£ng was sonietimes done. SE

R \ﬁts involved retouching the distal tip to a ‘concavd’ shape, ¢

and then :emovinq long, usually nazrov, Nakes/ﬁrmn the =
ventral face, oriqina:inq at- the projectiuns of the concuve—

L shaped H.p. Thig tachnique greatly asslsted in tmnnihg [

the prefom and was. repeated as the reduction proceus contin-

o pen . ‘ued. 33,3% of tha core ptefoms demonutrnta this tschnique. '

» The shape.of a-preform 15 largely dependant upon the
stage in-the.manufacturing,process it has reached, Large

N"" with only a few flake scars - from direct percussion °,

: ’ £laking - are u.{;’ally asymmetrical, with irregular - edges




and lh:tle or no basal. thinnxng. ‘S\\aller ofes generally.
huve a symmatrieal outlinb aﬁd tegular convex edges apd
basa. Size, thlcknesa and fingl <basa1 mﬁdiﬂcar_ion, on
A.nherent _Elaws that, negated Eqrthez taduction, ﬂlstinguiéhes
thus forms Erqm' Einished tools. “Some spechnens appear
ﬁo' have broken ~1n the ﬂnal stages oE mapufactura,, ag is
" the oase with two :1p—£luced examples whara the ﬁingl tip—flute

attampt Eractuied the specimen. “ ,

g EE The emphasis on creating . a symmatrical Eom.(m thé

1utter stuges of manufacture) and thlqning .the body by

-“cip—flutim; and - surface Elaking suggsat that many oE thsse
4cere prefoms wére 1r|tended r.o become harpdon endblades

or: lnrqer, projsctiles whete aymmetzy, thinnesa and sharp

eclgsa and prs wermaucterlstics. * The- more. -

"_ reﬂned prefoms an.uir\ enc alongatad Ecm popu),ur _Aamong

Stcck cava projec:,ues. . ¢ Y »
. . 3 : w o d e o
vl . . .

5 ‘ L F;ake Ptefoms n’- 48 . S

.
¥ These pretoms ate 1n a' aqnsa 'Eoms of convenienca",“

whereby a, suitable “Flake, or, fragnent was modified via edge

retouch to nroduc :ﬁa desired shape. makxng. sca:.s-{a.e

usuauy absent. " Erem one, dr’ both fncea; r.he surfacs is’ eiche:w

" .cortex oY ths ventnl Eace of the origina] ﬂi\ke. The

striking platfom or t,ﬂe bplb of. parcusalan lu often vlsible.

‘Bifacial or unLiaG’iulv ‘edge cuklng vas dnna as’ ‘raquirgd-
t
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V' to thin the specinen and shape “its outline, and it is notable

" that tip—fluting was never parﬁomed on flake preforms. [

N . outline symmetry depends to some extsnt on ‘the shape

A "~ the: original fragment or. flake, ‘and on the degree of:’

edge retouch. Frequentiy one or both faces. are plano, } %

. """ in contrast with the usually cofvex surfaces of core preforms.-
o ¥ g Flake pretom; cannot be readily associated with any
# 7 . one finished artifact type. They vary in size, shape and

g e i thickness and .were probably intended for a variety of uses,

R With' further work some may have become endblades, but most

1 . are unsuited to this purpose -and’ were.probably- intended |

& as cutting knives. . ; !

! . : :
i

3 s GROUND SLATE TOOLS n = 21  _(Plate VIII)

Three types of ground slate endblades are.present,’ il

i* - B along with one form'of slate knffe represented by two specimens, . '

three examples of a slender knife-like tool corresponding ‘
‘ " . to Harp's "chisel", and five individually unique specimens.‘

a. Triangular andb’lndes with une holes n = 6

These six exnmples are manufactured ‘from light'~ gray ‘

and light brcown slates. All are¢.broken basally and two

Each specimen has two grinding

i
i
i

- are also missing their tips.’

be Jopt facets which meet at a.Tongitudinal midline and.a bagdl

: : grinding facet on each Eaca. l‘he kransyerse crcus-saction

- is a: tlattsned diamond ahape, whlln the longitudinal cross-

section is either a flattened diamond or a lens shupe.
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| q i . Line slo;ﬁ are gougad' and . apprcxmately p‘arauel“ to t}\e

i S0 long ;xr of\ the specimen. ' Sides are straight} and tips

PR are pointed and\sﬁarp. e ’ b

Triangular_endbls e withircised slde-notches A=

. This® endblade is made from 1igm: grey sl\ate, and ls (%

1ntact. measunnq 65.8. lmn ‘long, 27.0 mp wide, and. 6. 0 mm-

i 5 thick. A surf.aca grlnding facet on each face excenda “Erom =
i e the basadl'margin almost to the tip. Edges age bevelled
ot . on, each fute, prrsducing a symmet:ieally hexagonal ttansverse\ "

. croa:-seccion. Three pairs of side—nonchqu are cut.Aand

4 ara triangular in shape. Sides, ‘are qently convex and Jthe i -

baia is st:niqht. 2 . -

s i Endbladbs !i:h rounded tigs n=4 " Wl 8

2y 1 anee of’ ehose endb\ladss are ground flat en their

surfaces aqd havq ‘bifacially bevelled edges, bluntad by

g,n,ndmg. s bases are missing, it is impossible to determine o

whobher ¢hey had une',"holu‘ or nacchaé.‘ in butline Ehey

are not unllkerthe trtangular endblades described above, *

bul: have a thln, reunded tip rather thar\,a sharp-and polnted

one, The fourth specimen diffexrs fram the precesding one e X

N " in outuney insqead of 'presenting a triangular fom, e - !
;_', Lo converges towards the bBasE.aAd bke np. This endblade '_; s
L _Bas, a single 1ine .hole, which is pla‘!d much closar to = w5 g i
p A5 s

i . . the tip than™ was the casb mong ,the fikst’ type described "

.  above. . SR '




d. Knives n = 3

> ny' large slate knife in Plate VIII appéars to have
a l\andl:a shaped by chipping. The apecimen-is: grousd: flat
on both surfaces and the working edge is bevelled u;ufacta'uy.
Two additional’ specimens included he« are edge fragments

g W
of other such tools, exhibiting si,ilar surface and odq'o

$n3. i . ,.. X Y .
€. "Chisele" 'n'= 3 AR Ry b : i 1.

“Thg’ designation “chigel” ‘isi.used-ifor lack of a Better -°

ttm, and is in nccordance with the name uud by Harp for " \

Lo Ei uimtlar tools. ‘mou. cimens are mar.le h'om light brown 1

B % . a)atéy-‘tﬁo are midsect i frlwnnt- and the third is broken i
*T basally and ‘damaged slfightly at its tip. Surfaces are
ground flat and edges[are bevelled bifacially. Edges are )

blunted by grinding, aig therefore it is unlikely that

»° " these tools were cutting knives. Sides are .straight ‘and
¥ * . .

« converge towards the t{p. g -

£. Miscellaneous n = 5 i T

&t i - A midsection fragment of . large endblade or knife,

' measuring 34.2 mm wide and 3. 9 mm thick, has bit-chlly

3 . ] beyelled, sharp edges-and a single gouged hole. A much

that n l\nd u rounded bnu. Two grourid slate ptec

7 I
1 i "’ ,!;na!.g.er specimen has convex surf&cel and a single gouged ’ i
J: p 2 hole! A small endblade (36.3 s lopg, 12.2 mn wide, 4.4 { ;
3 5 & mm thick) l! similar to ground chc:t ondblados, except \ 5
: with !
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flat’' surfaces and bavelled edges nay he either endblade

or knife Eragmants.

4
“BURIN-LIKE TOOLS

Dnn buzln-like tool ‘is easentially intact, having

4 _on]_.y minox;; bra‘akaqe along its edges. It is rectangular
in outline, m-alutxng 42,1 uTm long, 28.5 mm Hide, and
3.4 mm thick. - Its suyrfaces argground’ ﬂa:, and. the thicknese

is' quite ‘uniform. Two edgas are bevelled from.the samé

7 ~face; the sharp corner resulting Erom thi's bdvelling is

" chipped slightly, -possibly from utilization., . The “second
specime;\ ls a fragment of ‘a simllarvtocl'witr;»‘ﬂat surfaces

and a bevelled edge. Thickriess measures 3.6 mm. >

& " 'HAMMERSTONES n =11 (Table 17) -

Ten Of the eleven hammerstones are essentially inthct,

iwhue one specimen is broken across bits~ diameter and missing ..

" a substantial pértion of its original mass.: This brSken
spacimon is pecked but not apalled on the end which is
preeant (becauae of its lncomgle:e state it is excluded
frmn further analysis) . Nine of the ramulning ten hammerstones
are - elonguted - roughly egg or csariﬂrop shaped. All

axhlbi: pecking- ‘on both their ends; eight have spalling

on one or both ends. " one of -the largest examples seems

to have also Eunctiun;d"nn. an anvil, as it is battered

on its surface 'as well as both ends. “The size and weight

. P . v ,
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of the eight ‘Yarge specimens” and the: spalung avident on

their ends suggest that they were employed as ,axrec: petcussion

‘flakets ‘for' "roughing out" preforms. As the two small

hammerstones are .pac'ked bui undamaae.d they bwete_ likély
used for met§ ptec‘ise’ and less stréﬁuous work.

ABRADERS 7. (Table 18, Plate'IX)-
T—Tiofaristlesof abraders are jdifferenti&‘ted onthe o
basis of material. "The first'kind, represented by two '
specimens, is mnnufacr.urad from a very hard, dense Btone.
One has: an a].onqn:ed shape ang a quadtuatsnl crpuufaentgon,
each of its ‘four surfaces is smoottied. ' The ends_of this
‘specimans are pecked, indicating" it served doublé use as . - hy

a hanmerstone . The second example of -this kind: is oveid i

Eragment of a'larger stone, .ft h s one convex ground surface.

in outline und quite’thin. in' crogs-section -.probably a ' - . i
{
i

The !\iva examples’ of the second variety ade made from -\
amich ‘softer g greymaterial. _Au specimens are now fragmented,
but appeg,r to have originally been rectangular in shape. £ y
Each’ 'hhye several smoothed facaté or. ;iatfoms -. one or’
two broad ‘surface facets and narrowsr facets -along -their .

edges. The largest,specimen ha‘é; a total _};‘E‘ six smooth&d’

i

g . . " . % 1
facets. . . ? Y B ) . i
« . While the first typa of abrnder 'is sufeicfently hurd ) 4

’ B
tu grind chert, "the saccnd hnd nppurs much *too:- soft for s o b
. . |

T L T . : “ |

i . =

i | I

% |

kb .....‘_,...._.ﬂ —.-...—......_




vozk:ing aoﬂ:e;—

s . SOAPSTONE n'= 10 ' (Plate IX)',

. Ten fragments of soapstone upuuiu _a_maxihum of

six vessels, Four fr:aqlents belonging to the. 3ame vessel

4 have _been: crou-hu;chad and tvo or.htr phcn prosun'ubly g

g frm}-h:mthor_ vessel w_re ul_so ‘Qound t6 join.” ,All salpston"
"Er‘agllencs have two® finishod' surﬁacab am‘i "appsur to be ‘ tit;li
angular rathur thnn rounded veul'h. ‘a1l "ut"on'e have
burnt fat adhlring to tmir surucn. Becaus| of the ttuq—
mentary n-tnrn of these pieces tt is lllpo-lihle to rocanutruct

vesSel” llzd or shape; one piece permits a part.hl reconstruc-

tion. . . . -

Specimen 1726 is a wall.’fraqln}t from a soapstone

‘vessel whose inside’ depth (from rim to turn of thé base)
measures 41.8 mm. . As the thlcknn‘ s of Vtha.base Acannor.
be precisely donnunad‘ the total hugn: of the " vesse
" can. only be utilutod - at about 52-55 mm. Wall t.hl.cknclg 3
varies between 6. a m at the rim and 116 m at the bauu_‘q 2
Three nolel are gouged through this piaca and r.wu vettical “

[ lines lnclud on ‘the autuda. L AT S
Tha ramaining lrlqmentl are not useful for reconst:uc?ion,

and can .En!.y La described.  The Eour lrtkcnlnim pleces
qro part of a w-u including the rim. Thlcknous vuﬂu

Erou 9.1 mm at r.’n- rim to a maximum et 13.2




‘gnrea qougad holes' are ‘present,

Another threafpieqea- are":

" aido ﬁau and .rim ragments.. Minimum and maxhlum :hicky\esseu

* are 11 0-14.4 .y 5

piecss has three gouged holes.,

4 .na'sz 7.2 my.| one of these?.

'l.'hev final tragment appeau




Chapter 5

A SURVEY OF NEWFOUNDLAND DORSET ESKIMO SITES AND ASSEMBLAGES

Works by Elmer Harp Jr. and Urve Linnamae have implied
or directly stated that the Dorset culture in Newfoundland
may be "typified" by a few traits of artifact assemblages,
and accordingly distinguished from Dorset occupations etsewhere
in the eastern Arctic. This line of thinking has persisted
in recent years. While some traits do distinguish Newfoundland
Dorset from Arctic Dorset manifestations, the same traits
are not shared or reproduced throughout the island. There
is not a "typical Newfoundland Dorset" culture. Stone
tools are the most obvious indicators of the extant variety,
yet it is difficult at this point to express and quantify
stylistic differences without a careful examination of
assemblages. Such an examination is difficult as some
collections are inaccessible and written reports are often
incompatible. A thorough examination of assemblages is
beyond the scope of this work, as it would ultimately require
the analysis and comparison of tens of thousands of lithic
tools. For the present, therefore, I will limit discussion
of lithics to a brief look at a few tool types and the
raw materials employed. This cursory examination is, however,
sufficient to demonstrate the existing diversity among

Newfoundland Dorset Eskimo collections.

88
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Site locations and hypothesized subsistence routines
also differ between regions of the Newfoundland coast.
The specific location of a site may be seen to be a direct
response to a resource or resources, and different resources
required appropriate responses. As will be seen, Dorset
Eskimo sites were located, directly or indirectly, to utilize

best these regional resources.

The West Coast: Cape Ray to Cape Riche

The west coast of Newfoundland has continued to interest
researchers of Dorset culture since it was first surveyed
during the early twentieth century. Elmer Harp Jr. carried
on extensive excavations at the Phillip's Garden site at
Port au Choix and tested several other sites in the area
(Harp 1964). More recently, Urve Linnamae (1975) conducted
research at Cape Ray, at the southwestern corner of the
island. Since 1980, a Dorset site at Broom Point has been
excavated (Tuck 1983), and a survey of the Port au Port
peninsula performed (Simpson 1984). 1In 1984 Dr. M.A.P.
Renouf began a multi-season project at Phillip's Garden
and environs. In sum, these investigations have provided
a good look at the Dorset occupation of western Newfoundland.

Port au Choix-2 (Phillips Garden)

In discussing the Dorset artifacts from Port au Choix-2
and other northwest coast sites, Elmer Harp Jr. wrote that

"...a strong cultural unity" was evident. More specifically:
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Many of the artifact types occur repeatedly;

they are strikingly uniform in their small size;

they show strong similarities in workmanship

and technique; and they are made of the same

materials (Harp 1964:89).
These features of northwest coast Dorset artifacts - relative
frequencies, size, workmanship/technique, and raw materials
- gain new significance in light of Dorset assemblages
from other regions of Newfoundland.

The two most popular artifact types at Phillip's Garden
(as reported by Harp) are triangular projectile points
and snub-nosed scrapers, each representing about 15% of
the collection. The triangular projectile points, or harpoon
endblades, have convex sides, slightly or deeply concave
bases, and a width approximately 40-50% of their length.
Most (86%) have surface flaking restricted to one surface,
with the opposite face being either unworked or tip-fluted.
The popular raw materials are chert and flint (Harp 1964:36).
Snub-nosed scrapers, or endscrapers, are also fashioned
from chert and flint, have convex working edges, and flaking
on their "exterior" (dorsal) surfaces. Some examples are
notched (Ibid:54). Next in frequency are prismatic blades
(7%), and "prismatic blade knives, blunt-edged" (4.5%),
which are tip-flute flakes. The smaller prismatic blades
are made from crystalline quartz, and the large ones from
chert and flint. One-quarter show utilization or purposeful
retouch (Ibid:48-50). These artifact types constitute

more than 40% of the Port au Choix-2 collection, the remainder
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consisting of: various knife forms, of which some are Groswater,
but certain ones such as large, asymmetric, notched specimens
can be identified as Dorset; ground and polished bevelled
slate points with characteristic basal notches, and slate
"chisels", alsoground and polished; utilized chips; fragmentary
artifacts; and a few types represented by rare specimens,
which in some cases may be recognized as Groswater rather
than Dorset Eskimo. It should be noted that this collection
represents only a portion of the total artifacts recovered
from Port au Choix-2, as only Harp's early work at the
Phillip's Garden site is reported in his 1964 publication.

Other sites visited by Harp along the northwest coast
were not worked as intensively as was Phillip's Garden,
and the collections from them are of limited usefulness
for comparative purposes. Mixing of Dorset Eskimo and
Groswater deposits occurs. Some sites, such as Norris
Point, are now known to have discrete Groswater components.
Suffice it to say that other northwest coast Dorset sites
examined by Harp probably have (or had) artifact assemblages
similar to Phillip's Garden, with respect to artifact types,
styles, and raw materials.

The west coast of Newfoundland borders the Gulf of
St. Lawrence, and most locations along the coast are exposed
to winds and seas from the gulf. As Harp notes (Ibid:85),
"Exposure to wind and climate... does not seem to have

governed [site] 1location." He does say, however, that
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while some sites are open to the north, others, like Norris
Point-1 and 2, are situated inmore sheltered areas. Subsequent
work at Norris Point-1 by Paul Bishop (n.d.) has shown
it to be a Groswater encampment, and its sheltered location
compares with the locations of other Groswater sites in
Newfoundland, and contrasts with the "outer" locations
common to Dorset Eskimo sites in western and northern New-
foundland.

These northwest coast Dorset sites were apparently
prime seal hunting locations. Analysis of food bone from
House 4 at Port au Choix-2 showed almost 98% to be seal,
mostly harp seal (Harp 1976:128). House 5 is thought to
be a summer dwelling (Ibid:130), as it is less substantial
than other structures at the site and lacks an internal
hearth. This would suggest that Port au Choix-2 was occupied
at seasons - perhaps summer and fall - in addition to the
spring harp sealing period.

Broom Point

Systematic archaeological research has been done at
another Dorset Eskimo site on the northwest coast. Broom
Point, in Gros Morne National Park, was investigated by
a team from Memorial University under contract to Parks
Canada in 1982. Additional excavation was done in 1984
by Carol Krol, a graduate student at Memorial University,

again in cooperation with Parks Canada. Data from the
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1984 excavation are not yet compiled, but a report of the
results of the 1982 fieldwork is available (Tuck 1983).

Tool types from Broom Point closely agree with ones
from Phillip's Garden, and the relative frequencies of
types differ only slightly. The most freqguent artifact
type at Broom Point is the pi—ismatic blade, accounting
for 35.4% of the assemblage. Endscrapers (11.5%) and chipped
harpoon endblades (10.4%) are next in order (Tuck 1983:66).
In comparison to Phillip's Garden, prismatic blades are
about five times as plentiful, while endblades and endscrapers
are slightly less frequent. Endblades and endscrapers
occur with approximately equal frequency, as was the case
at Phillip's Garden. Endblades with convex sides, slightly
or deeply concave bases, and which are unifacially flaked
or tip-fluted, closely resemble Phillip's Garden specimens.
Fine-grained coloured cherts were used to manufacture these
and other artifacts.

There appears to be little significant difference
between the assemblages from Phillips Garden and Broom
Point with respect to relative artifact frequencies - except
for the prismatic blade count - as most chipped stone artifact
types described or illustrated by Harp (1964) are repre-
sented at Broom Point. This would appear to argue against
an hypothesis that Broom Point was a specialized procurement
station. Instead it indicates that Broom Point was an

independant and self-contained settlement, or "... a small
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encampment of Middle Dorset people whose equipment included
all those chipped and ground stone tools and weapons necessary
for maintenance and survival®. (Tuck 1983:67). The primary
subsistence focus was probably the exploitation of gulf
seal herds during the winter and spring, although the possibilty
of summer and fall occupations at Broom Point cannot be
excluded.

Port au Port

The Port au Port Peninsula, on the southern part of
the west coast, was first surveyed in 1975 by Paul Carignan
(n.d.) and again by David N. Simpson in 1983 (Simpson 1984).
The latter investigator records the presence of four prehistoric
sites on the peninsula. However, only one yielded extensive
evidence of Dorset Eskimo occupation. At this site (the
Port au Port site, or DdBg-1) harpoon endblades were relatively
infrequent (6%), but closely resemble Phillip's Garden
specimens with their convex sides, slightly or deeply concave
bases and high frequency of tip-fluting (Ibid: pl.l).
A variety of endscrapers, carefully manufactured from fine
cherts, constitutes about 11% of the assemblage. An analysis
of faunal remains from the Dorset component of the Port
au Port site revealed a predominance of seal bones. Three
species, harp, ringed, and harbour seals, are represented
(Simpson pers. com.).

In addition to the habitation sites located during

the Port au Port survey, three chert outcrops were discovered.
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Although no certain evidence linking the Dorset Eskimo
population to these potential quarries was found, their
existence may have provided a reason, other than seal hunting,
for the Dorset occupation of the area.

Cape Ray Light

A large and rich Dorset Eskimo site is located at
Cape Ray, at the southern extreme of the west coast, and
was excavated by Urve Linnamae during 1967 and 1968 (Linnamae
1975). A total of 4,797 lithic artifacts was recovered,
including all the major types recorded at Port au Choix-2,
Broom Point, Port au Port, and elsewhere on the west coast.
Prismatic blades, or microblades, constitute the single
largest category (18.5%), followed by endblades (14.1%)
and endscrapers (12.6%). The relative frequencies of the
latter two types compare favourably with sites on the northwest
coast. With respect to endblades, a greater variety of
forms is present than at other west coast sites. Many
specimens are similar to the Port au Choix type, but others
present a different outline form - longer and narrower
(Linnamae 1975: fig. 15). Some of these endblades display
basal grinding, a characteristic not seen in northwest
coast assemblages.

Discussion and Radiocarbon Dating

These Dorset Eskimo sites, ranging along the west
coast from Cape Riche to Cape Ray, share certain similarities

of assemblages. Most notable is the style of harpoon endblades.
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Characteristically, endblades from west coast sites have
convex sides, slightly or deeply concave bases, and a width
equal to or slightly less than one-half their length.
Most are carefully manufactured from fine-grained black,
green, or blue chert. Endscrapers are similarly well-made
from the same materials, and a variety of forms often includes
notched examples. These two artifact types usually occur
with approximately equal frequency, each constituting 10-15%
of the total artifact assemblage. Port au Port is the
only site where the relative frequencies of these artifact
types differ, as endblades constitute only 6% of the assemblage,
but due to the small sampling of that site this difference
may not be significant. Prismatic blades are numerically
more variable, ranging from 7% of the Port au Choix-2 assemblage
to 35.4% of the Broom Point collection. If these tools
are, as is suspected, butchering knives, these variable
frequencies may be indicative of on-site activity areas, with
the relatively low frequency of blades recovered from Port
au Choix indicating that butchering was not done in or
close to the house structures excavated by Harp. Conversely,
the excavated portion of the Broom Point site was a butchering
area.

All of the sites discussed above are located on the
immediate coast, exposed to the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
Exposed locations appear to have been preferred as they

facilitated access to the gulf seal herds. The presence
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of harpoon equipment at each site, and the faunal remains
from Phillip's Garden and Port au Port, indicate that the
Dorset inhabitants of the west coast were seal hunters.
The existence of at least one summer dwelling at Port au
Choix-2, and the diversity of the seal faunal assemblage
from Port au Port indicate that these sites were occupied
during summer and fall months, in addition to the spring,
and perhaps even year-round.

Each of these sites has been radiocarbon dated, and
the results give a representation of the time-frame of
the west coast Dorset occupation. A total of twenty dates
were run on Phillip's Garden samples, of which fourteen

were derived from wood charcoal and are acceptable:

1736+48 B.P. (P-692) 1580454 B.P. (P-727)
1712+40 (P-695) 1565453 (P-733)
1683+49 (P-736) 1538455 (P=729)
165948 (P-693) 1509447 (P-696)
1623+47 (P-679) 1502449 (P-676)
1602+49 (P-694) 1465451 (P-734)
1593%49 (P-683) 1321449 (B=737)

(After Harp 1976:137)

Three dates are available for Broom Point:
1650490 B.P. (Beta-4771) (Tuck 1983)
1420£70 (Beta-11375)
1370100 (Beta-11376) (Krol pers. comm.)
Two Dorset Eskimo radiocarbon dates were run at Port au

Port:

1350480 B.P. (Beta-7778)
1300+60 (Beta-=7777) (Simpson (1984)
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A single reliable wood charcoal date is available from
Cape Ray:
1565495 B.P. (Gx-1198) (Linnamae 1975)

The Broom Point, Port au Port and Cape Ray dates all
fall within the range established by Port au Choix-2, and
this range of ca. 1300-1750 B.P., or A.D. 200-650, probably
encompasses the major period of Dorset occupation on the

west coast of Newfoundland.

The East Coast of the Great Northern Peninsula

Urve Linnamae worked at the Pittman site at Sop's
Island, White Bay, in 1967 and 1968. 1In 1969 Dorset Eskimo
sites at Englee and nearby Lane's Cove were excavated by
Dr. James A. Tuck. An environmental impact study conducted
by Gerald Penney for Newfoundland Hydro resulted in the
discovered of a small Dorset Eskimo site at Devil's Cove.
This, plus the 1l'Anse aux Meadows Norse excavation where
a few Palaeo-Eskimo artifacts were found, is the extent
of Dorset archaeology along the east coast of the Northern
Peninsula.

Englee

The Englee site produced a large collection of stone
tools, most manufactured from black chert. As a typological
analysis of the collection is not yet available, a quantatative
comparison of the Englee assemblage with other Newfoundland

assemblages is not possible at this time; however, some
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interesting points may be gleaned from a visual inspection
of the artifacts. Chert endblades and endscrapers are
common. The endblades bear a remarkable resemblance to
specimens from Port au Choix-2 and Port au Port with respect
to outline form (convex sides, concave base, length:width
dimensions) and manufacture technique (fine workmanship,
frequent tip—fluti_ng). Most are made from black chert.
Endscrapers are also similar to west coast ones, with,
in several cases, the additional feature of ventral flaking.

Lane's Cove, Devil's Cove

Lane's Cove is located quite close to Englee. The
assemblages from both sites are very similar, with no signif-
icant difference being immediately observable. The few
endblades collected by Penney at Devil's Cove are also
similar. They are slightly smaller than usual in overall
size and, in my view, the finest specimens recovered from
any Newfoundland Dorset site.

Pittman

The Pittman site on Sop's Island, White Bay, yielded
a collection of 1,403 lithic tools. Mixing of Dorset Eskimo
and Groswater artifacts occurs (see Linnamae 1975, fig. 28),
and was not recognized at the time by the excavator, so
the relative percentages of artifacts may be slightly skewed.
Triangular endblades constitute 15.5%, and endscrapers
12.2% (Ibid:179). Microblades are the most frequent artifact

type, making up 18.5% of the collection. Harpoon endblades
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similar to west coast and Englee specimens are present
(Ibid: fig. 28f), along with others whose longer, narrower
outline does not conform to the style common along the
west coast (Ibid: fig. 28a-d).

Discussion and Radiocarbon Dating

There is no obvious difference between the Pittman
site assemblage and west coast-assemblages with respect
to the relative frequencies of endblades and endscrapers.
At the Pittman site each of these artifact types falls
within the 10-15% frequency range established on the west
coast. The frequency of blades at the Pittman site is
most similar to Cape Ray Light, and is intermediate between
Port au Choix-2 and Broom Point. The Englee and Lane's
Cove assemblages are believed to conform to the Pittman
site with respect to the relative occurrence of these artifact
types, but this cannot be confirmed until a quantative
analysis of these assemblages is completed. As well, the
minor artifact classes present in the west are represented
at these east coast Northern Peninsula sites.

In general terms this, together with the locations
of Englee, Lane's Cove, and Sop's Island, would suggest
that subsistence activities along the east coast of the
Northern Peninsula were not greatly different from the
west coast. The Front seal herd is accessible from this
coast during the late winter and spring, and while there

are no faunal remains from the archaeological sites to
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support the hypothesis, it seems probable that the Dorset
inhabitants were hunting migratory seals.

A single radiocarbon date is available from both Englee
and the Pittman site on the east coast of the Northern
Peninsula. Both are acceptable, but they can only indicate
a time of occupation at each site. At present we have
no means of knowing how long each site was occupied, or
at what stage in the occupation the radiocarbon date falls.
Englee is dated 1585+95 B.P., and Pittman at 1340+100 B.P.
These dates fall within the latter part of the range established
for the west coast, perhaps indicating that the period
after ca. 1600 B.P. (A.D. 350) was a time of widespread
occupation throughout western Newfoundland. This agrees
with the suggested time of Dorset occupation at 1'Anse

aux Meadows - ca. A.D. 500 (Wallace n.d.).

The Northeast Coast: Bonavista Bay and Notre Dame Bay

The northeast coast of insular Newfoundland, including
Notre Dame and Bonavista Bays, has not been explored to
the extent the western region has with regards to Dorset
archaeology. In 1972 and 1973 Paul Carignan excavated
at the Beaches, Bonavista Bay (Carignan 1975). S};ambler's
Cove, located about 30 kilometers from the Beaches, was
worked in 1982 excavation by Reginald Auger, under contract
to the Govermment of Newfoundland and Labrador. Pastore's

1981 survey of eastern Notre Dame Bay located several Dorset
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Eskimo sites, and is the only Dorset research reported
for that bay (Pastore 1982).

The Beaches

The Beaches site incorporates at least four components:
Maritime Archaic, Groswater, Dorset Eskimo, and Recent
Indian. The latter component is probably more complex
than previously thought, perhaps including several temporally
and typologically discrete phases. These repeated occupations
and the nature of the site have resulted in mixed cultural
deposits lacking clear stratigraphic separation. Many
artifacts have been assigned cultural affiliation on the
basis of typology rather than provenience, stratigraphy,
and association. With respect to some artifact classes,
this methodology is suspect and a degree of caution is
necessary when dealing with the Beaches collection. Certain
forms of side-notched endblades and asymmetric knives included
by Carignan in the Dorset assemblage are probably Groswater
and are excluded here. Some of the scrapers and micro-
blades are possibly Groswater, but as this is difficult
to determine the figures are left unaltered in the following
discussion.

An estimated breakdown shows that endblades constitute
18% of the assemblage, endscrapers 17% and microblades
15%. The létter two figures are, if anything, slightly
high. Compared to western sites, endblades and endscrapers

are slightly more frequent, but again approximately equal
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in number. The outline form of endblades is, however,
significantly different. A long and relatively narrow
shape predominates, sides tend to be less convex, and bases
are straight or only slightly concave. All specimens but
one are manufactures from grey rhyolite. This rhyolite
is the most popular material in the Dorset assemblage.

The frequency of microblades is similar to Cape Ray
and the Pittman site. Other artifact types represented
in the Beaches assemblage are preforms, flake knives, tip-flute
flakes, soapstone, and ground slate knives and projectiles,
including most of the types present in western sites.

Carignan suggests that the Beaches area was occupied
during the early spring to late fall period, at which time
subsistence was based primarily on sea mammals. Seal bones
were recovered from the Beaches, but were not clearly associated
with cultural remains (Carignan 1975:39).

Shambler's Cove

The results of the Shambler's Cove excavation (Tuck
1983) have provided an interesting contrast with Beaches,
and indeed all Dorset Eskimo sites considered thus far. Chert
and slate endblades constitute 38% of the Shambler's Cove
collection. Chipped specimens are quite similar to Beaches
endblades, with their elongated form and straight or slightly
concave bases. The grey rhyolite popular at the Beaches
is present. The small Shambler's Cove assemblage also

includes three ground slate projectiles, an unusually high
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representation of this tool type. Microblades account
for another 35.2%, while fi;le endscrapers represent only
3.5% of the collection. The frequency of microblades compares
well with Broom Point, and contrasts with other sites,
where this tool type was found to constitute from 7% to
18% of the assemblage. The occurrence of endscrapers is
unusually low. Other artifact types present at Shambler's
Cove include preforms, tip-flute flakes, and biface knives
(Ibid:62) .

It has been suggested (Ibid:62) that the large represen-
tation of hunting equipment (i.e. endblades) at Shambler's
Cove indicates it was a specialized seal hunting encampment,
and the concurrent popularity of blades suggest that Shambler's
Cove was also a butchering station. The low fregquency
of endscrapers, and the absence of several artifact types,
would appear to indicate that the full range of maintenance
activities seen at other sites did not occur at Shambler's
Cove. The visual similarities between Shambler's Cove
and Beaches endblades with respect to style and raw material,
and the close proximity of the two sites, suggest that
both sites were utilized by the same people.

Eastern Notre Dame Bay

The 1981 eastern Notre Dame Bay survey located three
sites with large Dorset Eskimo components encompassing
areas of 800 to 3000 square meters, the largest being the

Dark Hole site. At least six smaller ones were also found
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(pastore 1982:164). Until the collections from these sites
are analysed, however, their relationships to other Newfoundland
sites will remain unclear. The locations of these sites,
amongst the many small islands of Notre Dame Bay, stand
in contrast to such locations as the Beaches and Shambler's
Cove and suggest a different subsistence focus.

Discussion and Radiocarbon Dating

A radiocarbon date of 1650+95 B.P. (SI-1383) is available
for the Beaches site, and a date of 1580 B.P. is reported
for the Woodworth site in Notre Dame Bay (Carignan 1975).
Shambler's Cove is dated 1890%100 B.P. (Beta-5369) (Tuck
1983). The first two dates fall within the early part of
the range established in the west, while the Shambler's
Cove date is older than west coast dates, and is presently
the oldest Newfoundland Dorset radiocarbon date. It is
tempting to hypothesize that the northeast coast was occupied
earlier (and perhaps for a shorter duration) than was the
west, indicating that the first migration of Dorset people
into Newfoundland was along this coast, but the evidence

to support this is scanty.

The Isthmus of Avalon

A number of sites are recorded in the vicinity of
the Isthmus of Avalon. Stock Cove, excavated by the author
in 1981, shows evidence of an extensive Dorset occupation,

including structural remains. The Frenchmens Island site
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(Evans 1981, 1982) produced a smaller Dorset assemblage
comprising stylistically similar artifacts. i An archaeological
survey of Placentia Bay (Linnamae n.d.) located several
sites producing comparable artifacts.

Stock Cove

The Stock Cove and Frenchmen's Island sites on the
Trinity Bay side of the Isthmus of Avalon have been most
extensively worked. The assemblages from these sites are
quite similar with respect to stylistic forms of artifacts
and raw material utilization. Harpoon endblades conform
to the type observed in Bonavista Bay, with respect to
outline form. The elongated shape, with a straight or
slightly concave base is most popular. Unlik’e Bonavista
Bay examples, many endblades from these sites are ground.
Fifty-six percent of the Stock Cove endblades exhibit grinding.
Most endblades, bifaces, and knives are manufactured from
a chert that now exhibits a white or brown patina. Colourful,
fine grained cherts popular in western sites, and grey
rhyolite as found at the Beaches and Shambler's Cove are
very rare. Endscrapers and microblades are commonly made
from quartz crystal. The Stock Cove assemblage, comprising
1,367 Dorset tools, contains a large proportion of endblades
(28.1%), numerous microblades (13.5%), 100 bifaces (7.3%),
and, in comparison with other assemblages, comparatively

few endscrapers (72 or 5.3%).
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Frenchmen's Island

Frenchmen's Island has produced a collection of 142
porset Eskimo artifacts, including harpoon endblades, bifaces,
endscrapers, microblades, preforms, and tip-flute flakes.
Endblades, which constitute 16.9% of the assemblage, are
visually similar to Stock Cove specimens, with respect
to the type of raw material, outline, and occurrence of
grinding. Endscrapers make up another 10.5%, and the most
popular artifact type, the microblade, represents 26.1%
of the Frenchmen's Island Dorset Eskimo assemblage. The
composition of the Frenchmen's Island assemblage suggests
hunting and butchering, together with other maintenance
activities.

Placentia Bay Sites

Sites located in Placentia Bay by Urve Linnamae (n.d.)
have yielded artifacts resembling Stock Cove and Frenchmen's
Island. Notable is the presence of elongated, ground,
patinated endblades, and quartz crystal endscrapers and
microblades. The preliminary nature of the survey work
in Placentia Bay makes further comparison of assemblages
difficult, as sites were only briefly visited and intensive
excavations not performed.

Discussion and Radiocarbon Dating

The Isthmus of Avalon is beyond the usual range of
migratory seals, but was populated by non-migratory species

including harbour and gray, and perhaps ringed seals.
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There are no faunal remains from any of the Isthmus sites
and therefore the subsistence routine of the Dorset Eskimo
occupants remains hypothetical. The frequency of harpoon
endblades and the specific locations of the sites, as discussed
in the following chapter, are suggestive of sea mammal
hunting, yet in the absence of harp seals hunting activities
must have necessarily differed.

Four sites in the Isthmus region have been radiocarbon
dated.

Frenchmen's Island:

1870+180 B.P. (Beta-2142) (Evans 1982)

New Grove:

1730480 B.P. (GAK-1905) (Linnamae n.d.)

Bordeaux II:

1090480 B.P. (GAK-1904) (Linnamae n.d.)

Stock Cove:

1560460 B.P. (Beta-4064)

1280£60 B.P. (Beta-4062)

1280+60 B.P. (Beta-4065) (Robbins, this volume)

In absolute figures, these dates indicate that the
Isthmus region witnessed the longest Dorset occupation
in Newfoundland, from ca. A.D. 80 to A.D. 860. Occupation
may or may not have been continuous throughout this period.
Gaps in the chronology currently exist which might denote
periods when the region was abandoned (for example between
ca. 1280 B.P. and ca. 1560 B.P.), yet these might be filled

through additional radiocarbondating. Urve Linnamae originally
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rejected the Bordeaux II date, on the basis it was too
recent in comparison to the New Grove date, yet now the
stock Cove dates partly f£ill this 600-700 year hiatus.
Consequently, the recent date from Bordeaux II now seems

reasonable.

The South Coast

The south coast of the island - Bay D'Espoir west
to Cape Ray - received little archaeological attention
until quite recently. A series of surveys by Gerald Penney
during the 1979-1981 seasons and an excavation of one site
in 1980 have shown that southern Newfoundland was repeatedly
occupied by prehistoric peoples, including Maritime Archaic
Indians, Early and Late Palaeo-Eskimos, and, subsequently,
an Recent Indian population termed the "Little Passage
complex" (Penney n.d.c, 1981). The 1979 survey in Bay
d'Espoir-Hermitage Bay identified Dorset Eskimo occupations
at three coastal locations: Isle Galet, 1l'Anse a Flamme,
and Eagle Head. A single harpoon endblade found in disturbed
context at Branis Point, and three Dorset tools recovered
from the eroded Copper Head site also indicate Dorset occupa-
tions (Penney n.d.b). Survey work to the west of Bay d'Espoir
in 1980 and 1981 located several Dorset Eskimo sites in
the Burgeo-Ramea area: Brimball Storehouse, Bay de Vieux,

Island Cove, Sot's Hole, Sandbanks Island, Cuttail Island,
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Morgan Island and, farther to the east, Cape La Hune (Penney
1982).

1'Anse a Flamme

Excavation at the l'Anse a Flamme site in 1980 produced
a collection of more than 700 Dorset artifacts in addition
to cultural remains relating to Maritime Archaic, Early
Palaeo-Eskimo and Little Passage occupations. Two Dorset
assemblages or components are present in the collection,
distinguished according to the type of raw material used
for making stone tools. One assemblage is manufactured
from patinated chert - as seen in the Isthmus of Avalon
collections - and contains tip-fluted and ground harpoon
endblades, bifaces, ground slate projectiles, and crystal
quartz microblades and endscrapers. The second assemblage
is numerically larger and manufactured from colourful cherts,
but comprises similar tool types (Penney 1981:99, pl.II).
The relative frequencies of artifact types in both assemblages
have yet to be determined.

Isle Galet, Eagle Head, Copper Head

Approximately 80 Dorset Eskimo tools were recovered
from Isle Galet. This assemblage includes harpoon endblades,
some of which are tip-fluted and ground, microblades, tip-flute
flakes, and bifaces, all made of patinated white chert
(Penney n.d.b). Five harpoon endblades, two quartzendscrapers,
tip-flute flakes, and a possible Dorset burin-like tool

were collected at Eagle Head (Ibid). At Copper Head a
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ground slate tool and a quartz crystal microblade were
found, along with a side-notched biface probably of Dorset
origin (Ibid).

Burgeo-Ramea

Collections from sites in the Burgeo-Ramea area are
very small, usually including only a few specimens, as
these site were only briefly visited. An inventory of
collected artifacts includes endblades, microblades, bifaces,
tip-flute flakes, endscrapers, blade cores, and preforms.
Patinated white chert occurs, along with green cherts,
and black chert visually similar to Cow Head material.

Discussion and Radiocarbon Dating

In summary, archaeological surveys along the south
coast of the island indicate the presence of numerous Dorset
Eskimo sites, possibly extending along the entire coast
as far west as Cape Ray. Most of these sites appear to
encompass small areas and be relatively poor in cultural
remains when compared to other habitation sites, especially
those along the west coast. If the small samples available
from these sites are representative, however, it appears
that major artifact types are represented at each site
- including harpoon endblades, bifaces, microblades, and
scrapers. Many of the endblades are similar in outline
to those recovered from Bonavista Bay and the Isthmus of
Avalon regions, and have the grinding popular in the latter

location. The single most popular raw material type is
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patinated white chert, as found in the Isthmus region.
Microblades and endscrapers fashioned from quartz crystal
are also similar to those found around the Isthmus.

Two radiocarbon dates are available for sites in the
Bay d'Espoir-Hermitage Bay area (Penney n.d.b):

Isle Galet:

1345£115 B.P. (Teledyne Isotopes 1-11, 076)
Eagle Head:

1660485 B.P. (Teledyne Isotopes 1-11, 075)

These dates suggest that the south coast was occupied
during the time of extensive western and northern Newfoundland
occupations. The Isle Galet date may or may not indicate
a recent (post 1300 B.P.) occupation similar to that seen

in the Isthmus region.

The Application of These Data

This brief examination of Dorset Eskimo sites and
assemblages in coastal Newfoundland indicates some trends
with respect to:

1. The relative abundance of sites in different coastal

sectors.

2. The comparative size and richness of sites.

3. The specific locations of sites with respect to

resources.

4. Differential lithic material utilization.

5. Relative frequencies of major artifact types.
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6. The variable stylistic form of at least one artifact

type - the harpoon endblade.

These factors are considered significant with respect
to Dorset Eskimo occupation of insular Newfoundland, and
have been used by the author in formulating a hypothetical
scheme of Newfoundland Dorset Eskimo settlement and subsis-
tence. The following chapter reviews three means of settlement
patterning put forth by Pastore (n.d.), Binford (1982),
and Beardsley (1956), and considers their applicability
to the Newfoundland Dorset case. The ecological and archaeo-
logical datacurrently available regarding the Dorset occupation
of Newfoundland indicate that such schemes cannot be directly
applied, as they do not adequately account for the existing

diversity.



Chapter 6

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

REVIEW OF THE STOCK COVE PROJECT

Implications of the Stock Cove Site

The discovery of the Stock Cove site created a degree
of surprise and puzzlement in some quarters. This was
not an immediate reaction, but one which occurred after
the site had been revisited and tested. The puzzling aspect
of the Stock Cove site, especially with respect to the
Dorset culture, was its location. Situated in a southern
region of insular Newfoundland, it lies near the southernmost
limit of the annual pack ice, the immense ice field which
brought and still brings vast herds of seals to the shores
of the island each spring. These migratory seals have
long been considered the mainstay of prehistoric Newfoundland
hunters, not without reasons. Dorset Eskimo sites are
often situated in prime sealing locations, and faunal assem-
blages from the few sites where soil conditions permit
organic preservation are characterized by a high frequency
of sea mammal bones. Indeed, one usually thinks of Dorset
people and harp seals as inseparable. The discovery of
a Dorset Eskimo living site in a location not frequented
by migratory harp seals raised questions as to the subsistence
base of these people. Stock Cove is not only located in

Trinity Bay, where harp seals are uncommon, but it is situated

114
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in the innermost part of the bay, where the appearance
of a herd of harp seals today would be exceptional indeed.
There are two general explanations which might account
for the presence of the site at Stock Cove. Climatic conditions
1300-1600 years ago may have been different, to such a
degree that pack ice and harp seals were common at that
time in Trinity Bay, or the Dorset inhabitants of Stock
Cove may have successfully hunted other sea and/or land
mammals, species which have not hitherto been considered
mainstays of Dorset Eskimo subsistance in insular Newfoundland.

The surprising aspect of the Stock Cove site was its
size. It was not a minor coastal encampment but in fact
a quite large and rich site eclipsed in extent only by
one other known site on the island - Phillip's Garden,
Port au Choix. Thus it is necessary to not only provide
an explanation for the presence of a Dorset site in a seemingly
anomalous location, but also account for the magnitude
of this Dorset occupation, as portrayed by the wealth of
artifactual and structural remains.
Results of 1981 Excavations

Excavations in 1981 revealed that Stock Cove had witnessed
repeated human habitation. Although the Dorset Eskimo
culture was my primary concern, it was, as with most multi-
component sites, impossible to ignore completely other
components. The excavated area comprised about 1.4-2.8%

of the entire site, and from this sample Maritime Archaic,
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Groswater, Dorset Eskimo, Recent Indian and European artifactsv
were recovered. Maritime Archaic artifacts number only
a few specimens and were unlikely to be in situ. Some
occurred in the Dorset Eskimo midden deposit, while others
were collected from the eroding bank. The bulk of the
collection (approximately 80%) consists of Dorset Eskimo
tools, with Recent Indian artifacts comprising about 18%.
At least one artifact recovered from a deposit stratified
below the Dorset occupation level probably pertains to
Groswater phase Palaeo-Eskimo and a radiocarbon date of
214060 B.P. derived from wood charcoal associated with
it supports this assumption.

One Dorset structure, constructed of flagstones and
incorporating a hearth and a midden was exposed. Radiocarbon
dating of both the hearth and the midden suggest that this
structure was occupied 1280+60 B.P. (ca. A.D. 670). Another
Dorset hearth was excavated and dated 156060 B.P. (ca. A.D.
390), and is believed to relate to an older and now partially
destroyed structure. This latter hearth was overlain by
a possible Recent Indian feature - a grouping of fire-cracked
cobbles and other rocks - referred to as a "cobble hearth".
The disturbance of the A.D. 390 Dorset structure may have
been effected either by these Indians or by another Dorset
group, perhaps the builders of the A.D. 670 house.

The collection of Dorset Eskimo lithic artifacts from

Stock Cove includes weapons, a variety of cutting and scraping
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instruments, manufacturing tools, unfinished forms of tools,
fragments of soapstone vessels, and debris from tool-making.
These categories include the range of stone artifacts usually
discovered at Dorset sites, and indicate that a variety
of activities occurred at Stock Cove. Maintenance activities,
such as tool manufacture and upkeep along with general
housekeeping chores are indicated, in conjunction with
the hunting and butchering of land and/or sea animals.
The high frequencies of harpoon endblades and microblades
suggest that the site was a favoured hunting and butchering
locale.

A distinctive chert was used for making most of the
Dorset tools. Originally blue or blue-green in colour
it now exhibits a white, brown, or mottled brown and white
patina. Similar material has been recovered from Frenchmen's
Island, 13 kilometres north of Stock Cove, from several
sites in Placentia Bay, and at locations along the south
coast of the island. It occurs rarely in assemblages from
the Beaches and Shambler's Cove in Bonavista Bay.

This chert was frequently employed in making harpoon
endblades and bifaces, and occasionally scrapers and blades.
More commonly, however, the latter tool types are manufactured
from crystalline quartz. Grinding is common on chert end-
blades. Some have body or basal grinding facets, while

others are completely ground, after the fashion of a slate
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endblade. A few bifaces and endscrapers (manufactured
from the patinated chert) also show grinding facets.

No faunal remains were recovered from Stock Cove in
Dorset Eskimo context. The subsistence routine of the
porset inhabitants has been inferred from ecological and
historical data, and thus remains open to revision. Spring
harp seal hunting likely did not figure prominantly in
Dorset subsistence at Stock Cove although the possibility
exists that different climatic, or even weather, conditions
once brought pack ice and harp seals into inner Trinity
Bay, yet I prefer to exclude this possibility until it
has been demonstrated. Since the existence of Dorset Eskimo
sites along the south coast of Newfoundland clearly shows
that harp seals were not vital to Dorset Eskimo survival,
I prefer to hypothesize a subsistence routine centred around
the resources which probably did exist, chiefly caribou
and harbour seals, and secondarily gray seals, salmon,
arctic hare, and several species of coastal fishes and

birds.

SUBSISTENCE AND SETTLEMENT PATTERNS

Three Models and Their Applicability to Newfoundland Dorset

Culture
A recent paper by Ralph T. Pastore (n.d.) discusses
the distribution of aboriginal sites on the Island of New-

foundland. One observation made by Pastore in reference
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to sites of Dorset Eskimo culture concerns the dichotomy
between "base cémps" and "exploitation camps". Large,
extensive sites producing numerous artifacts and sometimes
substantial structural remains are considered base camp
locations; examples are the Cape Ray, Port au Choix-2,
Beaches, and Stock Cove sites. A variety of activities,
including hunting, butchering, tool manufacturing, and
general maintenance, is inferred for these sites from their
toolkits. Smaller and artifactually poorer sites are equated
with extractive or procurement stations where specific
activities occurred, e.g. harp seal hunting, without the
population concentration and range of activities suggested
for the base camps. 3

Another system of site patterning is expressed in
Louis Binford's paper "The Archaeology of Place" (1982).
Binford describes a pattern of "economic zonation" (pp. 6-8)
which he has applied to the Nunamuit, and which includes
a "residential camp", a "foraging zone", a "logistical
radius", and a "visiting zone". From the residential camp,
groups would scour the surrounding territory, procuring
resources which were transported back to the residential
camp. The countryside exploited in such a manner constitutes
the foraging zone. Once groups or individuals travelled
further distances from the residential camp, overnight
stays would become necessary. The logistical radius incor-

porates this larger territory exploited, with the assistance
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of temporary encampments, from the residential camp. The
visiting zone lies beyond the boundaries of the logistical
radius, and is the area contemporaneously occupied by related
peoples. The pattern of residential camp, foraging zone,
and logistical radius is repeated there.

On a more general level, Beardsley, et. al. (1956)
have discussed seven primary types of community patterning,
namely Free Wandering, Restricted Wandering, Central-based
Wandering, Semi-permanent Sedentary, Simple Nuclear Centred,
Advanced Nuclear Centred, and Supra-nuclear Integrated.
The first three are applied by the authors to non-agrarian
societies, and are of interest here.

Free Wandering involves unrestricted movement governed
only by the availability of resources. The frequent relocation
of camps resulted in dispersed and scanty archaeological
remains (pp. 135-36). Restricted Wandering, a refinement
of this pattern, denotes a degree of territoriality and
possibly a planned seasonal round of activities. Restricted
Wandering archaeological sites are not unlike those of
free wanderers, yet may contain specialized tools indicative
of amore intensive exploitation (pp. 136-37). A Central-based
Wandering group established a central base, where a storable
or abundant food source was available, for some of the
year, and wandered for the remainder of the year. Central-base

sites are distinguished from the preceding types by their
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deep midden deposits, indicative of repeated occupations
(pp. 138-39).

The categories of these settlement classification
schemes cannot be equated as the first was generated archaeo-
logically, the second was derived from ethnology, and the
last combines archaeological and ethnographical data.
Although their points of similarity are notable, and suggest
an underlying accuracy, such schemes should be applied
with caution.

On the basis of its size and richness Stock Cove has
been judged (by Pastore, myself, and others) to conform
to the concept of a "base camp". This designation does
not seem entirely appropriate however, as the definition
of a "base camp" is unclear. Is it: (1) a centrally located
camp, whose primary feature is its strategic location with
respect to other camps which are periodically and alternately
exploited (after Binford); (2) a settlement near a plentiful
and dependable resource, where the grouping of a large
number of people was possible (as seen amongst Beardsley's
Central-based Wanderers); or (3) a location combining both
these features in some manner? It seems there may well
be several "kinds" of base camps, if base camps are only
identified on the basis of site size and the abundance
of artifacts.

Dorset Eskimo people inhabited much of insular Newfound-

land. There is not a major coastal area (perhaps excepting
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the Burin and Avalon Peninsulas) where Dorset Eskimo sites
have not been found. There are large sites with deep cultural
deposits (e.g. Port au Choix-2, Stock Cove) and small sites
with thin depositions (e.g. Broom Point, Shambler's Cove).
Large and small sites are found in good harp sealing areas
(northern and western Newfoundland) as well as in regions
where harp seals were not .available (southern Newfoundland) .
Harbour and gray seals were undoubtable more plentiful
in some locations than others. Caribou were immediately
accessible from some sites, but not from all. Some sites
are located near salmon streams, while others are many
miles from the nearest such river.

Inother words, Dorset Eskimo sites throughout Newfoundland
are not consistant with respect to relative size and richness,
or resource orientation. Ecological factorsmay have determined
whether or not a particular locale was suitable for Dorset
occupation, and if so, whether it would be the location
of a large settlement (numerous inhabitants and/or repeated
yearly occupations), or a small encampment (few inhabitants
and/or short occupation). A locale near a plentiful resource
(e.g. harp seals) might support numerous people for a season
(in this case the spring), but would be abandoned unless
other resources appeared at the same location during other
seasons, or could be obtained within a reasonable distance.
If either were true, then the locale had the potential

to become a large site, with an artifact assemblage indicative
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of various hunting, butchering, and maintenance activities,
and with substantial structural remains. If not, the site
would likely exhibit less cultural deposition, and its
depth and extent would be dependent upon the number of
years the locale was revisited. As well, the tool assemblage
would be expected to reflect the site specialization (seal
hunting, in the example being used) instead of being indicative
of various hunting and maintenance activities.

Subsistence involves making efficient use of the resources
which are available, and logic suggests that subsistence
must differ in the face of different resources. The specific
tactics necessary to exploit harp seals, harbour seals,
caribou, salmon, etc, are quite different. In Newfoundland,
Dorset people made use of these resources, yet it cannot
be assumed that all bands participated in these different
activities to the same degree; almost certainly they did
not. If the balance of resources was such that each band
could spend the same season and the same amount of time
doing the same thing, then there would be a single island-wide
subsistence/settlement pattern discernable. 1In reality,
however, regions of the island differed with respect to
the resource availability, therefore subsistence and settlement
were necessarily adapted to local conditions. It seems
logical _therefore to examine each region individually,

with respect to its resource potential and archaeological
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sites, and suggest local systems of adaptation rather than,
or at least prior to, attempting generalizations.
For the sake of consistency, the same divisions of

the island's coast are used here as in the preceding chapter.

The West Coast

Many sites have been documented along the west coast,
including large sites at Cape Ray, Port au Port, and Port
au Choix. In addition to Phillip's Garden, M.A.P. Renouf
has located another large Dorset site with house remains
at Port au Choix. Another substantial Dorset site probably
existed at Cow Head (Wintemberg 1939), but has been destroyed
by road construction. Numerous small sites along the west
coast were located by Wintemberg (Ibid) and Harp (1964).
Faunal remains from two of the large sites demonstrate
a heavy reliance on sea mammals. The Phillip's Garden
faunal remains consist predominantly of harp seal bones
(Harp 1976:128). The Port au Port assemblage is also dominated
by seal, there being three species (harp, harbour, and
ringed) represented (Simpson pers. com.). Tool assemblages
from large and small sites are similar, in that hunting
weapons (endblades) and various types of butchering and
maintenance tools (microblades, biface knives, endscrapers,
etc.) are similarly represented at 'each site. No site
specialization has yet been demonstrated, although the

activities occurring at each site may have differed slightly.
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For example, the relatively high frequency of b}ades at
Broom Point as compared to Port au Choix-2 suggests a greater
amount of on-site butchering at Broom Point.

It seems that the high biomass of seal herds, together
with their availability for several seasons of the year,
enabled Dorset people to congregate at several locations
along the west coast. At each of these locations harp
seals are obtainable during the spring as they moved north
on pack ice. After the harp migration, harbour and gray
seals return to the coast as the pack ice disappears, and
can be taken on shore as they haul out to bask in the sun.
These species abandon inshore locations in late fall/early
winter, as landfast ice appears in coves and inlets. Such
ice conditions are, in turn, preferred by the ringed seals,
who maintain breathing holes and bask on landfast ice during
winter months. 1In such a manner, seal resources may have
been available to occupants of the west coast year-round,
and permitted the establishment of large settlementsmaintained
through most, perhaps all, of the year. "Budding" of commun-
ities may have led to the establishment of new, smaller
encampments, (e.g. Broom Point) which functioned in the
same ways as larger camps; i.e. were semi-permanent locations
where several family groups lived for extended periods
and participated in hunting, butchering, and maintenance
activities. From each of these large and small villages,

seals were hunted on the winter landfast ice, on the spring
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pack ice, and on or near shore during the summer and fall.
summer and fall subsistence could have been significantly
augmented by salmon fishing. This may have necessitated
the establishment of temporary camps by salmon rivers,
yet while Dorset sites have been located near such rivers
on the northwest coast, nothing of the nature of these
sites is known.

This pattern of marine resource exploitation is in
accordance with the available faunal remains and the geographic
locations of known sites. It does not, however, include
the possibility of terrestrial resource exploitation.
Caribou are not immediately accessible from the northwest
coast, and no significant occurrence of caribou bone is
noted by Harp in the Port au Choix-2 faunal assemblage.
From this it might be inferred that either the Dorset people
were not participating in caribou hunts, or they shifted
to interior locations at some time of the year (possibly
late fall/winter, when seal resources were at their lowest
point and when caribou were migrating) to take caribou.

On the southern part of the west coast caribou are
perhaps more accessible from the coast, as the southern
interior of Newfoundland supports a large herd. Faunal
remains from the Dorset site at Port au Port includes a
minimal representation of caribou (Simpson pers. com.).
One of the few known interior Dorset Eskimo sites is located

at Long Pond, about 30 kilometres inland from the coastal
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community of St. Georges, St. Georges Bay (Penney n.d.b).
Little is known about this site, ‘as it is now submerged
and probably destroyed as a result of hydroelectric projects
in the area. Endblades, microblades, an endscraper, and
multi-notched bifaces were collected along the shore of
Long Pond. The location may have been a Dorset Eskimo

caribou hunting site.

The East Coast of the Great Northern Peninsula

This coast has not been explored to the extent the
west coast has, and consequently any settlement/subsistence
hypothesis is tentative. Resources are not unlike those
of the west coast, in that numbers of migratory seals of
the Front herd are found on the coast during the spring,
along with non-migratory species at other seasons. on
this basis alone one would expect a patterning of sites
similar to that found on the west coast, and the little
archaeological research that has been done appears to bear
this out. Several large sites - Englee, Lanes Cove, and
Pittman site - suggest large and/or repeated occupations.
Toolkits from these sites indicate a balance of maintenance,
hun‘ting, and butchering activities, and are not indicative
of site specialization. The impression is again of relatively
large semi-permanent encampments centred around the intensive
exploitation of sea-mammals. As was the case on the west

coast, harp seals may have been taken during the spring,
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harbour and gray seals during summer and fall, and ringed
seals during the winter.

It is possible that the Dorset occupants of this coast
hunted caribou since the interior plateau of the Great
Northern Peninsula supports a caribou herd. The relocation
of settlement from the coast to the interior may have been
necessary if this herd was to be exploited, as the east
coast of the Northern Peninsula is very rugged and difficult
to travel. Alternately, the nature of the topography may
have funnelled herds into restricted areas during their
migrations to the coast, making caribou hunting possible
from coastal sites. No survey work has been done in the
interior of the Great Northern Peninsula, and therefore
the existance of inland caribou hunting sites remains hypo-

thetical.

The Northeast Coast

The northeast coast of the island is populated by
migratory seals during the spring, by harbour and gray
seals in the summer and fall, and ringed seals during the
winter. Caribou do not usually reach the coast but are
available in the hinterland. Numerous streams support
large populations of brook trout and salmon.

The presence of a varied sea-mammal population on
the northeast coast would seem to make it similar to the

regions considered above, yet the archaeological data suggest
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that a variant pattern of subsistence existed. In Bonavista
Bay, Dorset sites at the Beaches and Shambler's Cove have
been excavated. These sites exhibit remarkable similarities
with respect to stylistic tool forms and lithic material
utilization, but differ with regards to the representation
of artifact types at each. The Beaches site has yielded
a balanced assemblage withmaintenance, hunting, and butchering
tools represented, similar to assemblages from large sites
in the west. Shambler's Cove, on the other hand, has produced
an assemblage in which hunting and butchering equipment
is over-represented, with harpoon endblades and microblades
account for more than 73% of the assemblage. This would
suggest that its primary use was as a seal hunting and
butchering camp (Tuck 1983). Most artifact types associated
with maintenance usually found at Dorset Eskimo sites (e.g.
scrapers, various forms of knives, burin-1like tools, soapstone),
are either absent or under-represented in the Shambler's
Cove collection. From this it might be concluded that
the sea-mammal resources of Bonavista Bay differed in some
manner from those of western regions. Herds may have been
dispersed along shore, requiring a more widespread and
mobile hunt than was necessary in the west. Such a hunt
necessitated the establishment of temporary hunting encamp-
ments, sqch as Shamblers Cove. The absence of large sites
(even the Beaches does not compare with Port au Choix-2)

may be seen to support the suggestion that concentrated
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hunts, which in turn allowed for the grouping together
of numerous family groups, were not possible in Bonavista
Bay. Further exploration of the numerous small sites will
shed more light on this possibility. It is expected that
some small sites will show balanced assemblages where a
few family groups were able- to congregate for part of the
year, while others will prove to be specialized hunting
camps like Shambler's Cove.

Other specialized sites, besides sealing stations,
may have been established for caribou hunting and salmon
fishing, yet there are presently no data to support this
possibility. This lack of data is primarily due to the
incomplete nature of survey work in the hinterland of Bonavista
Bay, a state of affairs shared by all interior Newfoundland
regions.

Notre Dame Bay, the interlying coastal region between
Bonavista Bay and the Great Northern Peninsula, was partially
surveyed in 1981 and the results of this survey suggested
that the Dorset population relied heavily on sea-mammals.
Migratory seals of the Front herd are numerous during spring,
along with other species during summer, fall, and winter.
Large Dorset sites exist. One, Dark Hole, ranks among
the largest and richest on the island. Numerous small
sites are also present, yet little is known about them.
Excavations would reveal whether these are specialized

sites, similar to Shambler's Cove, or budding communities
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after the Broom Point pattern on the west coast, and would
thus greatly clarify Dorset subsistence in Notre Dame Bay.
It is felt that the an understanding of Dorset settlement
and subsistence in Notre Dame Bay is crucial to an interpre-
tation of the total Newfoundland occupation, and that further
speculation at this point without supportive data would

be unproductive.

The Isthmus of Avalon

A variety of resources were available to prehistoric
inhabitants of the Isthmus region, including harbour and
gray seals from late spring to fall, caribou, salmon and
trout, capelin, and sea birds and their eggs. Omitted
from this list are harp seals, which were likely absent
or only sporadically present in small numbers. As well,
ringed seals do not usually range as far south as the Isthmus
region, yet their presence during prehistoric times cannot
be entirely discounted.

The absence of Newfoundland's greatest potential sea-mammal
resource (harp seals) from the Isthmus region would, at
first consideration, appear to have restricted Dorset Eskimo
occupation. Such, however, was not the case. Several
Dorset sites are located in the region.

The presence of these sites may be explained by the
fact that two resources having large biomasses - harbour

seals and caribou - were present within close proximity
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of one another. Coastal sites where harbour seals could
be taken are only a few kilometers from interior locations
where caribou were available. This situation is changed
today, yet several sources of information suggest that
such was the case in the past. The presence of harbour
seals in Placentia and Trinity Bay is documented (Boulva
and McLean 1979). Historical records show Beothucks were
hunting caribou in this area during the early 1600's (Howley
1974:15), and a Fox Island, Placentia Bay, resident tells
of caribou hunting in the inner Placentia Bay area within
his lifetime. Unlike northern and western regions of the
island, where coastal seal hunting and interior caribou
hunting (if in fact the Dorset occupants of these regions
were hunting caribou at all) required a major geographic
shift of camp locations, sealing and caribou hunting in
the Isthmus region may have been done from the same coastal
camps locations. Marine mammal resources and interior
caribou herds are separated by only short distances, and
the nature of the terrain makes a shift from coast to interior
relatively easy.

At least two and possibly three large Dorset sites
are located near the Isthmus, along with several small
ones. All the small sites are located on or adjacent to
sandbars in sheltered places, locations which appear highly
favourable harbour seal hunting sites. The harbour seal

prefers such locations during the summer and fall, when
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it hauls out to bask in the sun. The large sites in the
Isthmus region, Stock Cove, New Grove, and possibly Dildo
Island (very little information is available concerning
the last site), are located in small coves with extensive
beachfronts, all in relatively sheltered inner bay locations.
These locations may have also been favoured harbour seal
habitats, as well as central places from which other sites
could be reached. Hunting and butchering equipment (harpoon
endblades, microblades) is present in collections from
all Isthmus of Avalon sites. Maintenance tools are variably
represented.

Two sites on the Trinity Bay side of the Isthmus have
been systematically excavated, and sites in Placentia Bay
have been located. Frenchmen's Island, Trinity Bay, has
produced an assemblage which, with respect to the freg-
uencies of major artifact clases, is similar to assemblages
from most western and northern Newfoundland sites. Harpoon
endblades account for 16.9%, endscrapers 10.5%, and microblades
26.1%. The number of endblades and microblades suggests
an emphasis on hunting and butchering, yet the frequency
of endscrapers, together with the presence of several types
of biface and uniface knives, blade cores, preforms, tip-fluting
flakes, adzes, and a burin-like tool argue for maintenance
activities as well. As such, Frenchmen's Island cannot
be considered a specialized procurement station after the

pattern of Shambler's Cove. Rather, it gives the impression
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of a small community, established for sealing and perhaps
caribou hunting, that was occupied for a major part of
the year by whole family groups. Its location is an ideal
departure point for excursions into the interior and across
the Isthmus to Placentia Bay.

Stock Cove, Trinity Bay, has produced a much larger
collection, including some 1400 artifacts. There is a
predominance of hunting and butchering equipment, in the
form of endblades and microblades. The extent of the Stock
Cove site and the presence of substantial structural remains,
however, argue against it being only a temporary sealing
station. The occurrence of many tools and artifacts associated
with maintenance (various biface and uniface knives, slate
knives, endscrapers, preforms, hammerstones, burin-like
tools, soapstone, much lithic debitage) supports this con-
clusion, yet the relative frequency of these artifact types
is not as great as expected. Most notable is the infrequent
occurrence of endscrapers. It should be recalled, however,
that while numerous artifacts were recovered from the Stock
Cove excavation, the excavation itself included only 1-2%
of the site. It seems highly probable that this sample
is not representative of all activities which occurred
at Stock Cove, and other areas exist within the Stock Cove
site where maintenance activities are more heavily represen-
ted. The 1981 work at Stock Cove may have, in effect explored

a site within a site, i.e. a summer/fall house structure
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occupied during the harbour sealing season. Unless the
porset occupants performed all their activities inside
the structure (where our excavations were concentrated),
the full range of maintenance activities would not be repre-
sented. It appears unlikely that all activities would
be done indoors during the season presenting the best weather
conditions.

Along both shores of the Isthmus, it appears that
Dorset people were pursuing harbour seals, and possibly
grey seals during the ice-free months of late spring to
fall. Hunting may have shifted from one site to the next
as local populations were temporarily depleted or dispersed,
while large sites such as Stock Cove and Dildo Island were
maintained by resident populations. 1In this manner Stock
Cove was a central base, strategically located with respect
to surrounding sealing stations, and at some times a hunting
station itself. Stock Cove may have also been a base from
which hunting bands travelled into the interior uplands
of the Isthmus in pursuit of caribou during their fall
migration, or during the winter when herds may have congregated
in favourable locations on the Avalon uplands. Frenchmen's
Island, through its location, may have also provided access
to caribou herds on the uplands, as well as to Placentia
Bay, which is visible from the high ground behind Frenchmen's

Island.
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The nature of food resources in the vicinity of the
Isthmus apparently allowed the Dorset population to gather
for at least part of the year in fairly large groups.
Unlike the west and the northeast, however, this occurrence
cannot be attributed to the presence of a single abundant
food resource - i.e. harp seals. Rather, it seems that
a combination of resources in a restricted geographic area
- seals, caribou, salmon, etc. - permitted the establishment
of large semi-permanent sites, which were strategically
located with respect to other sites, and were at some times
themselves the focus of subsistence activities. It is
expected that an examination of the many small sites in
the vicinity of the Isthmus will demonstrate that several
were specialized procurement stations, primarily for harbour

sealing and salmon fishing.

The South Coast

The preliminary nature of Dorset archaeology along
Newfoundland's south coast impedes settlement/subsistence
hypotheses, and until further excavations are done any
scheme remains tentative.

Migratory seals were and are now unavailable along
the south coast. Harbour and gray seals are present, along
with large herds of caribou in the hinterland. Salmon
and trout are abundant in the many streams of Bay d'Espoir

and Hermitage Bay, and at several location further to the
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west. In general, the resource base appears essentially
similar to that of the Isthmus region.

The recent surveys of the south coast have resulted
in the discovery of many Dorset Eskimo sites. None, however,
compares in size and richness to Port au Choix-2, Dark
Hole, or Stock Cove, suggesting that the nature of food
resources along the south coast did not permit the gathering
together of large bands. Therefore, there must have been
a basic difference with respect to resources between the
south coast and the Isthmus region. Tentatively, this
difference may have been the concentration of resources,
in that marine resources along the south coast were sufficiently
distant from land resources (caribou) to make it impossible
to exploit both from the same coastal location. Marine
resources - sea mammals and fish - were in themselves insuf-
ficient to permit numerous family groups to congregate
at large coastal camps. Instead it seems that a chain
of relatively small coastal sites was established and populated
by small bands during seasons when sea-mammals were available.
Caribou hunting probably required a settlement shift to
inland locations, and a temporary abandonment of coastal
sites. 1

Excavations at south coast Dorset sites will in the
future add to our understanding of subsistence on this
coast, if research includes a comparative study of sites

and assemblages. The interior plateauof southern Newfoundland,
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populated during winter by large caribou herds, seems to
offer the greatest potential interior region of Newfoundland
for Dorset Eskimo sites, yet much survey work remains to

be done if sites are to be located, or their absence proved.

"REGIONALISM"
AND THE NEWFOUNDLAND DORSET CULTURE

As the term "region" has been repeatedly employed
in this work its usage deserves some consideration. 1In
one sense a region is a convenience of archaeology, allowing
for the grouping of data beyond the level of the individual
site. The "west coast", "northeast coast", etc., as used
in this chapter and the preceding one, are such regions.
In another sense a region may be "... roughly equivalent
to the space that might be occupied by a social unit larger
than the community..." (Willey and Phillips 1958:19), and
thus have social significance with respect to its inhab-
itants. The current status of Newfoundland Dorset archaeology
suggest at least three such regional divisions of the island's
Dorset population. These are hypothetical and remain open
to further revision. These "regional expressions" présumably
developed as responses to different regional ecologies,
and can be distinguished archaeologically according to
local settlement patterns, artifact‘styles, and lithic

material utilization.
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The "western expression" of Newfoundland Dorset culture
is observed along the west coast of the island and the
east coast of the Great Northern Peninsula. It ischaracterized
by a subsistence routine involving the intensive exploitation
of sea mammals throughout most seasons of the year, from
permanent or semi-permanent encampments from which these
mammals were readily available. Terrestrial resources,
such as caribou, may have constituted a secondary focus
of subsistence. The exploitation of terrestrial resources
likely required a settlement shift into interior regions.
The great potential of marine resources, however, probably
discouraged an extended absence from the coast, and therefore
Dorset Eskimo caribou hunting in western Newfoundland most
likely occurred in the hinterland of coastal areas, rather
than in remote interior regions.

Similar stylistic forms of artifacts are observable
throughout the region, with the harpoon endblade being
the best indicator of this unity. Endblades are relatively
short and broad, each with convex sides and a markedly
concave base. A variety of fine-grained, colourful cherts
were employed in marking these and other tools.

The "northeastern expression"” is seen in Bonavista
Bay and, with further work, may prove to hold for the eastern
part of Notre Dame Bay. Subsistence is again centred around
sea-mammals, yet exploitive strategies differed in response

to the availability of this resource. Large encampments
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were not possible due to the dispersal of sea-mammal resources;
instead, smaller groups practised a more mobile hunt, at
times creating specialized seal hunting stations. Similar
stations, established for caribou hunting, may exist in
hinterland regions.

Some artifacts types from Bonavista Bay are stylistically
distinct from western Newfoundland ones. The harpoon endblades
are generally larger than those found in the west, with
a greater length-width ratio, a slightly concave or straight
base, and gently convex or straight sides. The colourful,
fine-grained cherts found in the west are rare. Tools
are most commonly manufactured from blue or grey rhyolite.

The "southern expression" may in fact incorporate
two or more variants. It includes, for now, the entire
Dorset occupation of southern Newfoundland from the Isthmus
of Avalon to Cape Ray. In response to the absence of migratory
seal herds, the Dorset occupants of this coast developed
a subsistence routine utilizing, on a regular basis, a
wider variety of resources. Neither single resource was
sufficient in itself to provide ample subsistence, and
consequently considerable mobility was necessary. Large
population groupings were also not feasible, except in
locations where two or more major resources occurred in
close proximity to one another, as was the case along the
Isthmus of Avalon. In the Isthmus region the proximity

of marine and terrestrial resources permitted both to be
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reached from the same coastal camp locations.

Artifacts, including harpoon endblades, are stylis-
tically more similar to northeastern ones than western
ones, yet differences are observable, most notably the
presence of grinding on harpoon endblades. A single chert
type is predominant at most sites. Thismaterial wasoriginally
blue or blue-green in colour, but now exhibits a white
or brown patina. Quartz crystal is second in popularity
and quite common, and was extensively used for making end-
scrapers and microblades.

The Dorset Eskimos were the most populous group to
have inhabited insular Newfoundland during prehistory.
Their sites outnumber those of Maritime Archaic, Recent
Indian, and Groswater people, and usually eclipse them
in size and richness. With two or three exceptions, all
Dorset Eskimo sites discovered to date are located on the
coast, implying that Dorset subsistence was oriented primarily
towards the sea. Future archaeological research in interior
Newfoundland may disclose further evidence of Dorset Eskimo
occupation, yet I believe that an extensive occupation
of remote interior regions will not be demonstrated. New-
foundland Dorset subsistence was focussed on marine resources,
and secondarily on terrestrial resources that could be
reached through short journeys from the coast. The size
of the Dorset Eskimo population, coupled with this coastal

specialization, resulted in the appearance of regional
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sub-populations that were differentiated by distinct regional
adaptations. Decreaseé contact between regions led to
the development of stylistic differences, observable today
in the artifact assemblages. Contact between bands within
each region resulted in the appearance of similar artifacts
over an area larger than was travelled by any single band.

Sites on the boundaries between regions exhibit artifact
assemblages that are stylistically more diverse than are
assemblages from sites within the heartland of each region.
Cape Ray is located on the boundary between the western
expression and the southern expression. Elements of west
coast and south coast assemblages are present in its Dorset
artifact collection, such as at’: least two styles of harpoon
endblades, as well as a mixture of fine-grained, colourful
cherts and patinated chert. The Pittman site on Sop's
Island may occupy a similar position between the western
expression and the northeastern expression. The diversity
in the assemblages from these sites may be due to actual
contact between Dorset Eskimos from the different regions.
Alternatively, temporally discrete occupations at each
site may have occurred, with the range of artifact styles
and raw materials resulting from mixed assemblages.

The concept of "Newfoundland Dorset" or "typical Newfound-
land Dorset" became widespread follpwing the research of
Urve Linnamae (1975). It is perhaps no coincidence that

this concept arose from Linnamae's work at the two sites
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discussed above: Pittman site, Sop's Island, and the Cape
Ray Light site. These sites have produced artifact collections
exhibiting greater diversity than most Newfoundland Dorset
assemblages, and have masked the regional distinctions
that are now evident as a result of further research.

»The data, if not the interpretations, presented in
this work argue strongly against the concept of a "typical
Newfoundland Dorset" culture. The concept originally arose
as a generalization drawn from a minimal amount of data,
and as new sites are found and explored, the complexity
of at least 800 years of Dorset Eskimo history in insular
Newfoundland becomes apparent. This complexity will only
be clarified through additional excavations, and detailed

comparative studies of sites and assemblages.

SUMMARY

Stock Cove is located on the geographic periphery
of the harp seal migration, and consequently these seals
must have constituted, at best, an undependable resource.
Stock Cove is, however, one of the largest and richest
Dorset Eskimo sites in Newfoundland. The presence of such
a site in a location not frequented by migratory seals
calls into question the long-held asociation between this
sea mammal resource and the Newfoundland Dorset population.

Excavations at the Stock Cove site revealed evidence

of occupation by Maritime Archaic Indians, Recent Indians,
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and Groswater people, in addition to the Dorset Eskimo
culture. Attempts were made to restrict excavation to
areas of the site demonstrating clear evidence of Dorset
occupation. One Dorset structure constucted of flagstones
and including a midden and a hearth was exposed, and radiocarbon
dated at 1280+60 B.P. (ca. A.D. 670). Nearby this structure,
another Dorset hearth was excavated and dated 1560160 B.P.
(ca. A.D. 390). The collection of stone artifacts from
these features included hunting, butchering, and maintenance
tools, indicating that a variety of activities occurred
at the site.

The presence of the Stock Cove site and the extent
of its cultural deposition indicate that Dorset people
were successfully existing in an area of Newfoundland that
were not usually populated by migratory harp seals. This
realization calls into question the mode of subsistence
traditionally accorded the Dorset population, namely that
they were predominantly hunters of migratory seals. Following
from this, an examination of Dorset sites and assemblages
in different regions of Newfoundland, in conjunction with
a review of the ecological potentials of these regions,
indicate that variant patterns of subsistence were possible,
and probably existed. Three regional sub-populations of
the Newfoundland Dorset population are suggested.

The "western expression" includes Dorset occupation

on the west coast of the island and the east coast of the
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Great Northern Peninsula, where extensive migratory and
non-migratiory seal populations were available throughout
most or all of the year. These resources permitted the
established of large, permanent or semi-permanent sites,
which often exhibit extensive structural remains. The
"northeastern expression", as observed in Bonavista Bay,
is distinguished by the occurrence of small, specialized
hunting sites in addition to larger sites. It is suggested
that the sea mammal resources of the northeast required
a more mobile and dispersed hunting strategy than was necessary
in the west, which necessitated the establishment of such
specialized sites. The "southern expression" includes
the Dorset occupation of southern Newfoundland, wheremigratory
sea mammals were unavailable. In southern Newfoundland,
large sites with structural remains occur only along the
Isthmus of Avalon, for example at Stock Cove. West of
the Isthmus, along most of the south coast, Dorset sites
are small and artifactually poor. This situation is explained
by the proximity of the major resources in southern Newfound-
land. Along the Isthmus, land and sea resources are both
accessible from a coastal camp. For the remainder of the
south coast, a relocation of camps from coast to interior
would be required in order to exploit sea and land resources.
Consequently, Dorset sites along the south coast were temporary,
seasonal encampments, unlike the permanent or semi-pemanent

site at Stock Cove.



146

The unity among assemblages within a region, and the
distinctions between regions, can be observed in artifact
styles and raw material utilization. Generally, any one
assemblage will resemble closely other assemblages from
the same region, and contrast with assemblages from other
regions. The harpoon endblade, perhaps the most clearly
diagnostic artifact of the Dorset culture, best demonstrates
the distinctions between regional expressions of Newfoundland
Dorset culture. On the basis of raw material, style, and
workmanship, the geographic origin of an endblade can be
determined with considerable accuracy.

The Dorset culture was the most populous group to
have inhabited Newfoundland. The Dorset people achieved
this population size, and survived in Newfoundland for
800 years, because of their ability to respond to local
ecological conditions. The diversity observed today amongst
Newfoundland Dorset sites and assemblages is indicative

of their adaptability.
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TJABLE 2

DORSET ESKIMO ARTIFACTS
FROM STOCK COVE, TRINITV BAY

(1981 EXCAVATION

ARTIFACT TYPE n %
Harpoon Endblades: all types 366 26.8
Knives/Bi faces 100 7.3
Scrapers: all types 7 5.3
Blades/Blade-11ke Flakes 185 13.5
Quartz Crystal Cores 98 7.2
Quartz Crystal Core Debitage % 6.6
Tip-flute Flakes 18 8.6
Preforms 129 9.4
Retouched/Utilized Flakes 158 145
Burin-Iike-tools 2 0.1
Ground Slate Knives 3 0.2
Ground Slate Endblades 18 1.3
Soapstone Vessel Fragments 10 0.7
Hammer stones " 0.8
Abraders 7 0.5

1,367 99.8



CHIPPED ENDBLADES:
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TABLE 3

ATTRIBUTES OF MANUFACTURE AND FORM

BIFACIAL UNIFACIAL TIP-FLUTED TOTAL
ATTRIBUTE
Aot o g A Nt %
Surface Chipping 55 31 45 131
complete a3 20 42 105 80.1
incompl ete 12 n 3 26 19.8
Basal Thinning 51 21 37 109
both faces equal 37 725 1 52,4 19 51,3 67 61.5
taces Inequal 14 27.4 10 47.6 18 48.6 42 38.5
Notching 517 13.7 27 A, mT 37 1 2.7 s 9 7.8
Outl ine 39 15 34 88
symmetrical 25 6441 7 46.7 24 70.6 56 63.6
asymmetr ical 12 35.9 8 53.3 10 29.4 32 36.4
Edge Shape 61 34 45 140
convex 40 39 105 75,0
straight 16 1 21 15.0
irregular 5 5 1410,
Base Shape 46 26 37 109
concave 30 65.2 18 53.8 30 8.1 7 67.9
straight 16 34.0 8 30.8 7 18.9 31 28.4
irregular 0 0.0 4 5.4 0 0.0 4 3.7
Llongitudinal X-section 45 31 40 116
bi-convex 31 68.9 1 3.2 19 47.5 51 44,0
plano-convex 8 17.8 13 41,9 16 40.0 37 31.9
concave-convex 3 6.7 11 355 3 7.8 17 14,6
bi-plano 3 6.7 6 19.3 2 5.0 no9.8
Transverse X-section 64 34 46 144
bi-convex 54 4 12 70 48.6
plano-convex 10 29 18 57 39.6
triangul ar-convex 0 [ 13 13 9.0
bi-plano 0 1 3 4 2.8
Completeness 79 35 48 162
compl ete 31 39,2 15 32 78 48.1
base 2 27.8 12 5 39 2441
midsection 7 8.9 1 1 9 55
tip 19 24,0 : 4 10 36 22.2
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TABLE 4

CHIPPED ENDBLADES: METRIC ATTRIBUTES

LENGTH WIDTH THICKNESS LENGTH:WIDTH
n 31 46 48
X 38.8 16.4 4.2
BIFACIAL range 20.6-55.7 8.1-23,7 2.2-5.8
. 3,03 0.80
C.Ve 23,04 18.47 19.05
n 26 26
X 14, 3.1
UNIFACIAL range 8.9-21,5 1.7-5.5
4,42 .92
C.V. 31.13 29.68
n 37 41
x 14.4 4.0
TIP-FLUTED range 8.9-21,5 1.7-5.5
.47 .97
CaVe 17.15 24.25
n T 109 15
X 35.0 15.4 3.9
TOTAL range 17.1-60.9 8.1-23,7
S 9.63 3.20
C.V. 27.51 20.78
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TABLE 5

GROUND ENDBLADES :
ATTRIBUTES OF MANUFACTURE AND FORM

ATTRIBUTE non g ATTRIBUTE N
Surface Grinding (more Longitudinal X-section 72
than 75% of surface) 98 98 100.0 bi-convex 23 31,9
plano-convex 4 5.6
Basal Grinding 77 triangul ar-convex 20 27.8
both tace equal 26 33.8 riangular 15 20.8
taces inequal 51 66,2 diamond 10 13.9
Post-Grinding Edge: 97 Transverse X-section 107
retouch 19 19,5 plano-convex 6 5.6
serration 78 80.4 triangular 2 Y
bi-convex 63 58.9
Notching 51 3 5.8 triangul ar-convex 30 28.0
diamond 6 5.6
Outl ine 61
symmetrical 51 83.6 Compl eteness 107
asymmetr ical 10 16.4 complete 57 837
base 21 19.6
Edge Shape 79 midsect ion 20 18.7
convex 66 13 ip 9 8.4
straight 13 16.4
Base Shape 51
concave 24 47,
straight 2 451
convex a7
TABLE 6
GROUND ENDBLADES: METRIC ATTRIBUTES
LENGTH WIDTH THICKNESS LENGTH:WIDTH
n 51
X 14,5
range 9.9-16.5
s 1457
CuVe 10.83
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TABLE 7

CHIPPED AND GROUND ENDBLADES:
ATTRIBUTES OF MANUFACTURE AND FORM

BIFACIAL UNIFACIAL TIP-FLUTED TOTAL
ATTRIBUTE
n o 3 n n % n oo g n o 3
Surface Grinding 32 24 75.0 26 21 80.8 32 15 46.9 90 60 66.7
Basal Grinding 30 25 3.3 19 17 89.5 26 26 1000 75 68 90.7
Sur face and
Besal Grinding 30 16 53.3 19 12 6.2 2% 14 6.5 75 42 %6.0
Basal Thinning (type) 30 19 2 75
chl pped 22 73.3 1 57,9 19 73,1 52 69.3
ground 25 833 17 89.5 26 100.0 68 90.7
chipped and ground 17 56.7 42,1 15 57,7 40 53.3
Basal Thinning (degree) 30 19 26 75
both faces equal 14 46.7 1 5.3 7 26,9 2 29.3
faces inequal 16 533 18 94,7 19 7301 5 70.7
Post-grinding
2 10 417 21 9 a2.9 15 1 67 60 20 33.3
Edge Serration 32 3 9.4 2% 1 3.8 32 3 9.4 %0 7 7.8
Tip-flute
Ridge Grinding w/a n/a 28 13 46.4 28 13 46.4
Notching 30 0 0.0 19 0 0.0 26 0 0.0 75 0 0.0
Outline 29 16 2 n
synmetr ical 27 93,1 13 812 16 61.5 56 78.9
asymmetr ical 2 6.9 3 187 10 38.5 15 21,1
Edge Shape 3 26 32 89
convex 29 9. 24 92.3 30 93.7 83 93.2
straignt 2 6.5 2 AT 25 632 6. 87
Base Shape 2 16 2 66
concave 16 57.1 12 75.0 20 90.9 48 72,7
straight 8 28.6 3 18,7 1 43 12 18.2
o 14,3 1 62 14 6 9.1
Longitudinal X-section 28 19 27 "
bi-convex 20 714 6 14 51,9 40 54,0
plano-convex 1 3.6 5 4 148 10 13.5
ncave-conv 0 0.0 2 3 At 5 6.7
+rlangul ar-convex 6 21.4 1 1 14.8 11409
bi-plano 1) 58 2 0 0.0 3 40
trlangular 0 0.0 3 2 7.4 5 6.7
Transverse X-section 33 26 32 9
bi-convex 31 93.9 7. 16 50.0 49 53.8
plano-convex 2 61 21 80.8 9 28.1 32 35.2
trlangul ar-convex 0 0.0 0.0 7 21,9 7 17
bi-plano 0 0.0 311 0 0.0 3
Compl eteness 37 27 33 97
complete 2 59.5 13 48.1 21 63.4 56 57,
base 1 29,7 4 148 5 15.2 20 20.6
midsection 2 s 4 148 0 0.0 6 6.2
tip 2 5.4 6 22.2 77212 15 15,5
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TABLE 8
CHIPPED AND GROUND ENDBLADES: METRIC ATTRIBUTES

LENGTH WIDTH THICKNESS LENGTH: WIDTH

n 20 29 29 20

X 33.8 14.6 3.9 2.4
BIFACIAL range 18.8-56.7 9.6-20.3 2.5-6.0 1.6:

S 9.19 2,48 0.88

CuVe 27.19 16499 22,56

n 13 16 19

X 31.2 12.3 3.0
UNIFACIAL range 19.4-41.4 8,9-15.4 2,5-3.9 1.9

s 6,84 1.78 .

C.¥e 21.92 14,47 13.67

n 27 2
X 3.9
TIP-FLUTED range 2.4-5.6 2.2:1-4.5:1
S 0.70 0.
C.Ve 17.95 19.64
n 75
X 3.6
TOTAL range 2,4-6.0
S .81
C.Ve 22,50
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TABLE 9

ENDSCRAPERS :
ATTRIBUTES OF MANUFACTURE AND FORM

QUARTZ CRYSTAL CHERT
ATTRIBUTE
0 LaELCE "o %
Outline 45 21
quadralateral 33 933 8 38.1
triangular 12 26,6 13 61.9
Working Edge Shape 47 21
convex 38 19 90.5
straight 6 W
irregular 3 1 .8
Working Edge Symmetry 47 21
bevel led right 4 8.5 0 0.0
bevel led left 5 10.6 2 9.
symmetrical 38 80.9 19 90.5
Sur face Flaking 45 21
orsal 31 68.9 9 42,9
dorsal and ventral 7 188 3143
absent 7 155 42.8
Non-working Edge Refouch a2 20
comp! ete 8 19.0 12 60.0
partial 23 54.8 7 35.0
absent o 26.2 t 50
Spurs 47 21
present 10 21.3 LI T
TABLE 10
ENDSCRAPERS: METRIC ATTRIBUTES
QUARTZ CRYSTAL CHERT
ATTRIBUTE
X range 5 G n X range AT
Length 45 12,8 8.5-23.6 3.52 27.50 19 2701 7.9-56.7 14.00 51,66
Width 45 13,6 8.1-21.7 3.20 23.53 20 19,5 12.1-36.5 6.00 30.80
Thickness 46 5.1 2.7-7.3 1.07 20,98 19 4.8 3.0-9.3  1.48 30,00
Edge Angle 47 60  40-60  9.51 15.85 21 57 15-95  21.01 36.86
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TABLE 11

CHERT BLADES/BLADE-LIKE FLAKES

ATTR IBUTE n x range s CiVa
LENGTH ~ COMPLETE SPECIMENS 26 45.7  19.6 - 66.4 12,01 26,28
LENGTH - PROXIMAL FRAGMENTS 14 28,8 12,2 -45.2  8.23  28.58
LENGTH - MEDIAL FRAGMENTS 18 2006 12,9 - 43.5 7,27 29.55
LENGTH - DISTAL FRAGMENTS 11 284 1401 - 430 8.5  30.25
WIDTH - COMPLETE SPECIMENS 2 153 6.7-26.0 5.47  35.75
THICKNESS - COMPLETE SPECIMENS 24 4.1 21 -10.5 191 46.59
NWBER OF ARRISES: 1 39
2 27
3 1
TABLE 12
QUARTZ CRYSTAL BLADES/BLADE-LIKE FLAKES
ATTR IBUTE n x range s Cuv.
LENGTH = COMPLETE SPECIMENS 58 18,3 10,9 - 24.5 3,33 18,20
LENGTH - PROXIMAL FRAGMENTS 36 144 10,3 - 194 253 17.59
LENGTH ~ MEDIAL FRAGMENTS 1 132 A0i2i- Az 2R A740)
LENGTH - DISTAL FRAGMENTS 17159 LT -2L7 273 17.18
WIDTH = COMPLETE SPEC IMENS 58 6.0 3.5-97 1,36 22,52
THICKNESS - COMPLETE SPECIMENS 58 1.4 0,6 - 2.6 0.42  30.66
NWBER OF ARRISES: 1 @
2 70
3 5
4 2
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TJABLE 13
TIP-FLUTE FLAKES:
INVENTORY

LEFT RIGHT SINGLE TOTAL
PRIMARY 10 22 1 33
(1 ground) (3 ground) (ground)
SECONDARY 26 30 0 56
(2 ground)

TERTIARY 13 16 0 29
TOTAL 49 68 1 18
TABLE 14
TIP-FLUTE FLAKES:

METRIC ATTRIBUTES

LENGTH WIDTH THICKNESS

n

X
PRIMARY range

s

C.Ve

n

%
SECONDARY  range

s

Cuve

n

X
TERTIARY  range

s

Cuve

n

X
TOTAL range

S

C.Ve
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TABLE 15

PREFORMS :
ATTRIBUTES OF MANUFACTURE AND FORM

CORE FLAKE TOTAL
ATTRIBUTE
non % 0ot 0o
Tip=fluting 75 39 114
25 333 0 0.0 25
absent 50 66.6 39 100.0
Surface Flaking 80 48 128
bifacial 58 72,5 4 8.3 62
unifacial 19 23,7 25 52,1 44
350y 19 39.6 22
Edge Retouch 81 48 129
bifacial 71 87.6 24 50,0 %
unifacial 9 1.1 24 50,0 33
absent 32 0 0.0 1
Basal Thinning 59 34 93
bifacial 34 10 29. 4
uni facial 12 6 17.6 18
3 18 52.9 31
Edge Shape 77 45 122
convex 46 30 66.6 76
straight 2 10 22.2 32
irregular 9 a1 14
Base Shape 59 34 93
convex 15 25.4 10 29.4 25
straight 33 55.9 14 41,2 47
concave 0 0.0 1 2.9 1
irregular 1186 9 26.5 20
Outtine 6 35 99
symmetr ical 33 15 42.9 48
asymmetrical 3 20 57.1 51
Transverse X-section 80 48 128
bi-convex 17 35,4 77
pl ano-convex 20 1.7 37
bi-plano 9 18,7 12
+riangul ar-convex 2 4.2 2
Longitudinal X-section 74 44 128
bi-convex 44 59.5 12 27.2 %
plano-convex 20 27.0 14 318 34
bi-plano 7 9 13 29.5 20
plano-convex 2 27 v 23 3
concave-convex 1 1.3 4 9.1 5
Completeness 81 48 129
compl ete 43 53,1 29 60.4 72
base 15 18,5 5 10.4 20
midsection 1 1.2 7 14,5 8
tip 19 23.4 7 14.5 26
edge 3 5.7 0 0.0 3
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TABLE 16
PREFORMS :
METRIC ATTRIBUTES
LENGTH WIDTH THICKNESS
n 42 65 69
X 64.2 32.2 12,7
CORE range 36.7-106.1 18.4-74.4 6.0-34.8
17.. 10.85 5,48
CuVe 27.02 33.69 43,14
n 29 39
X 70.7 9 12,1
FLAKE  range 42,2-140.2 20,1-82,3 7.2-23.2
s 23, 14,04 .19
C.Ve 33.73 37.04 34.60
n 104 108
X 34,3 12,5
TOTAL  range 18,4-82,3 6.0-34,8
S 12,33 .04
CuVe 35.95 40,32
TABLE 17
HAMMERSTONES
MAXIMUM  MAXIMUM  MINIMUM WEIGHT ENDS NDS SURFACE
ARTIFACT # LENGTH DIAMETER DIAMETER (@) PECKED SPALLED PECKING
CkAl-3:1303 160.7 83.4 68.0 1428 2 1 present
1301 200.5 71.6 54.2 1288 2 1 absent
1290 157.5 62.5 53.6 900 2 2 absent
185 149,1 48.2 3741 462 2 1 absent
814 148.0 58.1 33.0 452 2 2 absent
1302 142.5 51.3 35.2 480 2 2 absent
773 155.6 43,3 3641 361 2 1 absent
769 134.0 51.1 32.3 394 2 2 absent
772 - - - - - - -
1719 69.8 39.3 35.6 155 2 none  absent
1575 31.6 30.8 23 2 none  absent
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TABLE 18
ABRADERS

GROUND
ARTIFACT # LENGTH WIDTH THICKNESS SURFACES/FACETS

CkA1-3:1291 180.5 72.6 73.2 4
137 106.8 79.8 16.6 1

779 91.8 52.2 22.1 6

1077 67.1 55.3 16.5 4

446 106.6 27.0 13.4 6

505 81.0 37.2 18.7 4

525 47.7 44,3 14.8 2
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PLATE I

"Chipped" Harpoon Endblades
a-g bifacial
hir= unifacial

m -8 tip-fluted
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PLATE II

"Ground" and "Chipped and Ground" Harpoon Endblades

ai= 3 ground

k=-1r chipped and ground
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PLATE III

Knives/Bifaces

a=c small, notched

d- £ large, notched
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PLATE IV

Quartz Crystal Scrapers

end-of-blade scraper

concave sidescrapers

triangular multi-edged scrapers
quadrangular multi-edged scrapers
triangular endscrapers

quadrangular endscrapers






PLATE V

Chert Scrapers

large, three-sided endscrapers
small, three-sided endscrapers
four-sided endscrapers

flake endscrapers

composite end/sidescrapers
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PLATE VI

Blades/blade-like Flakes

c

i

bb

chert blades

chert blade-like flakes

quartz crystal blades

quartz crystal blade-like flakes

quartz crystal cores
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PLATE VII

Preforms
flake preforms

core preforms
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PLATE VIII

Ground Slate Tools
triangular endblades with line holes
"chisel"
triangular endblade with side-notches
endblade with rounded tip and line hole
small convex based endblade

large, bevelled-edge knife
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PLATE IX

Soapstone Vessel Fragments and Abraders

soapstone vessel fragments: "a" is specimen
1726 (see text, p. 86)

abraders






189

MAP I

Stock Cove Excavation Plan
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