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Black Diamond Bay, a rural community in Newfoundlandy,

‘wds_found ‘to have ‘undergone: & number; of ‘Very fundamental

& cha.ngas, primurily within a pariod of. a;pgz'nximate]y twenty

: ryears. ‘In the:first placa. there was. a . ahirt from a-

7 generali ed largely subuistence riented adaptaticm to a.

dspe denc,y upon wage :labour. Accnmpanyx.ng thia change in
“the o ganization of 1abour there.hds been 8 generél euing
of’/ he tradlﬂoml iBolﬂt#on of the oammunity through an s
upgraded ‘infrastructure, particularly paved roads. and

,_rough the. intrﬂ,\xctio of, reaaily zccessibla mbss msdia.

especisll,y Tidlo and talaviaion. One ot the mest appnrsnt

dutcomes oi‘ these changes has been the” emergence and

i rlev%lopnent oe s reg:lonal 1dentity and a borresponding |

reduntion h\ Fhe-importng;: of cnmmuni;ty identity, =

. .. mother important impact of the redent'mtarial changes .

" which'have arfact"ad the cammunny nas. been ‘the ‘oreation of

vmat nay. be rererred “to ds a "gensrancn gap. This -gapj' S

is aclmcw:l.edged by residants of -the .community aml is a

3 ‘ apeeulation. Upun nloser




\_)!dvugh 2 new idiom darived: fx-n- the inplements and symbols
-of mainstream North American culture. : AR
The-traditional values were found to form a complex = -

" centering upon the male peer groups which crobs-cut ties

created by the formsl kinship system.. The values themselves .

'ﬁkgem'umnsiz-d equality ardi personal wort maima
to sanctxon ‘behaviour wM.e.h denied, or threatened to deny.
thu meortu.nt cultural enphnis on e‘g&lit-ri&nism. %

S was’ furthér argued that egalitarianien, as a cultux-al

i\ieal. seemed to 'operate in a dialactical mn.nnar with the

tendency toward stratification inherent in the aemunity' :
smbeddednasu in the wider society. :n. appeared - to be a
means ‘by which a spell, face-to-face community -ttupts 1
“disrupt, or to render impotent, ths_divisiv.n&u of
stratification. It creates a 10081-1ev61 horel copmunity
" and demands subsoription to it. - =
ngmnu for the canti.nued adaptation of the ‘tradhionll

value system is not good/ The s.ncx-euing ‘tendency ‘toward
stratification and the duureﬂ!i.\u inpox-ta.nco of 5 =t
rclntionahipn on th- oo-nunity ‘level seems to ;Lmuoatn
mcve-ent tou-rd a llrger neale, dirnnntly orynind. S
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Poi-lovme Faris (71'972')’ , “throughout the thesis single -

. “quotation marks will be used for words and. phrases that are.:

part of the losal Linguistie usags of the' people of Black -

.Dianond 3ay. Double quotation’ marks wil:l be reserved for -
o ;

“enphasis, ‘Brief citations from the ‘Literature, and to

‘. .daugnnto aonvorunti@n. . A :
Adunonan.v. pnudanvu th:inc 9oloun dui@l#l
_‘person rui:uxu in the: community of , Black Dismond By, SE
= ‘whereas pseudonyms: uu.ng use - of common bird names will be
© used to haignlta pmcms whn do not reside in Blluk Dhnund

_Bay.




QHAPTRR : p

The Setting = - ° - e
The confederation debate: in Newfoundland prior to

the 1949 referendum was indeed alvery biztsz‘ e

(o.6.» Chatwood 197). The islahd dominion had been in™ -

existence for several hundred years priér to the

réfsrenduml. and this long cnlo‘ninll history had in-

“stilled in its inhabitants a relatively ‘interise ‘sense of
. national identity, as well as' string feelings of pride .
-4in that identityz. Thus, while a group of "confederates"

coalesced around the proposed benefits that a political

.and economic unjon with Canada woild bring to Newfound-

1dnd in its wake, another, and equally.powerful group,

\ ; ;
* 4fne "anti-confederates,” took strong opposition to the

move, appealing primarily to national pride in claiming
that\ it was both ludicrous and self-defeating for a

peopie %o give up their nationhood and their sutonomy for

a few paliry dollars from the »canadian wolf." As a
resun’:, 48 the eve of the referendum drey near, the
population of A%foundland wa.s ,spuf: dmm't;xe middle
over the confederatioh issuel. . Debate raged almost
ceaselessly . through the media and throughout the course

r




o o.t everyday conversation.
; o Given the rather iitense hoat of the debate, it is,
"7 .not at a1l surm:is.h@ that the electofate of Newfoundland
was very 'f&r\fiom clear as to the desirability of
becoming Canada's tenth province. The final outcome,

in ﬁct. nscessitated two votes rather than simply one,
The first’
reterendun. ‘held June 3, 19‘63. nt‘ferad tha ‘voter three

4 . ’ i and was wen then in no way very decisive .

: 7 ~ o])honsx ;the ‘continuation of a non-elacted gova:mnent
S :ln the form of & commission appointed by Great Britaim

. the x-einatatemant of political autonomy under an elected
* .+ Responaible Government; or confederation ‘with Canads:.
The offici\a.l rasulté ’were as_followss ,ggmiss;&gn of
v b, 1h.32%; Re ble 5
i Canade;, 41.13%. Since these rasults made.only one point

w perfectly clear, that the majority or Newfoundlanders had

had guite enough of government by-.appointment, a ‘second "’

b e referendun was:held on July 22, 148 to decide between
the her e optioni. This tine-the official count
/liateﬂ .Responsible Governtent at l&? 66% and the remaining

H 4 O 52.3‘44 in favour of confederation with Canada (figures

£rom Chatwood 1974:9). !_ién&e. f‘hq decision to become

part of Canada was far from'decisive, especially since
the total number of voters suizportiné confederation
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represented only about'43% of the total eligible
electorate (Butt 1949:198), so the figures unambiguously
proclaim a very la.rg'e opposition to the move. Even
after the final referendum a group based in St. John's
calling itself the Responsible Government League was ,
circulating a petition px-ot{esting ‘both the outcome .oi‘ *
the referind/un'x and the means- by which it was conducted
(Butt '1949:96-97). A-more recent contention (Paddock-

1978:9) indicates that the true vote may have actually

been . the reverse of the ,911’iqial .count, that the decision
0;1 Newfoundland's deStiny had been decided upon ‘beforehand
by ‘the political power holders of Great Britain and
Canada, and that confederstion with Canada was t6 becoms
a reality regardless of the outcome of the referendum,
hence, regardless of the wishes of the Newfoundland
electorate. The h’elier that such had been the attitude
of Great Britain toward Newfoundland had been widely

The Nati

accepted throughout the island in 1948 (.
Juie 12, 1948,647-648). -

Whether or not the small margin of the referendum was
actually in favour of confederation or againsf it, and .
whether or not, as Butt -(1949) charged, unfair pressure
had .been exertéd to influence the final pu.tceme, the fact
remains that. the margin was indeed exceedingly small, .and




that the canfadaration ceremonies of 1949 were met with
mixed emotions. .As many persons mourned the loss of
nationhood as celebrated their new found Canadian
citizenship. A8 Ghatwood has writtens

Solemn faces were seen on all sides, and
window blinds were drawn, black arm-bands
worn, and many wept. . A few extreme cases

% became so distressed .that they even'committed
suicide. ' In the pulpits, the clergy praached
words of comfort and consolation, ‘exie:
their:flocks: to accept with'a good grace, ths
things which had come to'pass and could not: -
be ‘changed,..and ‘to seek for the well-being: cf
the Province'.those things in'the present
situation which were for the good of the
greatest number (1974i9)+

Surely, both the mourners and the celebranfs must have
felt that the change in their political status, whether.
they thought- it for the better or the worse, would also
mean the ‘commencement “bf many other far-reaching changes
in their lives. To some extent it was the attitude that
one'held toward the desirability of some.of these changes
which’ led to qitferenoas of opinion.

Putting to cne side 511 queatlons as to whether or
not confedera‘cion with Canads has been &' bledsing or a
curse to New:!‘oun'dlm, an’ issue which .is still not

decidedly clear to hrw Newfoundlanders today", an observer

is forced to admit that there certainly have been many -
profound changes introduced to the island since that




N

fateful day in 1949. Whereas the American and Canadian
bases of World War II in a sense 'hri}dged the moat”
(c.f. Cohen 1943:555) of traditional isolation through

‘exposure to North American standards of living, confed-

eration with Canada has drawn Newfoundland more and more
into the nainstrean of North Americam life. 4s a
consequence. :Lts longatanding traditiaml social and
economic orgmiutian has rapidly besn altered by tha
exigencies of the modern world.

In the next few chapters we shall take & closer look
at some ‘of the major soedo-scononted changes which have
occurred in-Newfoundland in recent years. The focus of
our examination, ht;'uvoz-. will not be the wider New-
foundland society, but rather the sooial and economic
organization of a single rural community. To grotact the
anonymity of the village and its residents who were so
friendly and helpful to a novice anthropologist, I haye
chosen “ a pseudonym which occurs as a place name in -
Joseph Conrad's novel Victory (1975). Hence, throughout
the presént thesis, the focal community shall 'bB g
referred to as Black Diamond Bay. y 5 \

" The community of Black Diamond Bay lies on the .

-

portion of ; land's Avalon Peninsula,

at approximately a two-hour drive by autmohue from the

b



capital city, St. John's, It is located within the
broad area’ in which the warm® Gulf Stream meets with the
cold Labrador Current. Henee. its tmditional rishmg
economy has been throughout the course of its history

continually besgt by heavy fog and frequently rough seas,

i 3 ) making it, comparatively speaking, an even more pre-
4 BF Lt carious means of gaining a livelihood -than'the
admittedly hazardous 1nshote f1shery was in general. B o,

The community ha.s been iin ax:.stsnce as.a dz.stinctively

oy . named entity for a considerable period of time. Tt is, - .o T
; in fact, listed as far back as the first census of the ’
Newfoundland Govetnment in 1836 (Queen's Printer 1836). -
With documented certainfy, then, the commmnity hds a
time-depth of something more than 1‘#5 years.
It is almost certain, however, that the way of 1ifb
,upon which the commnity was essentially patterned has
an even greater time-depth in so far as Black Diamond.’
Bay seems o have had. its genesis in the expansion of
. the altéfldy e;:is‘ting ihshore ‘fishery tradition fhr’o\igh—
out the squthern Avalon Peninsula in the'late 18th and '
early 19th conturies. The bulk of the population in the

census’ yéars from 1536 onward (see Bibliography) are
listed as Newfcundl&ud-bam. BN *
Nemec (19']2| 1973) Bnd MoCarthy (1971) have outlined -

i




the general process by which this sxpar;ion occurred. _
The rapid g;owth of population ovel time, combined with
the factor of continuing, though rapid],v‘dendung!
in-migration, seem to have led o an ever-increasing
pressure .on’ available®resources around the few originally
established communities in the aréa.. In other words,
pupu_].ation yowth led to an oversupply of labour- in
‘relation to tha resourca, foroing Some fishing: crews

© to.relocate: themselves to a new. area in order t@p\u‘sue

‘  the"-inshore rishery at all e].se to.at. ‘Teast

maximize their chances ar obtpinmg a sui‘ﬂclent catch J
to adequately meet their requirements.  Alternative .
nccﬁpations were simply not ‘available ‘to“draw off the
au;-piua labour created by nathral growth, ,procesaesé, so’
expansion of fishing activities along unexploited sections
of the coast line was the only viable solution to the
situation short of emmigration 4o the United: States. or
Ganada’. 4s & result. fishemm Fanned out from a few.
original villages uitil such & time as virtually all
_areas ‘suitable to 5"““0{“’“{0’ ‘based upon thé inshore

' fishery wers occupied, and thé entire area vas ‘{ittered
With an almost ﬁnbr‘oken chain of T'dmall fis’hingr'v'lilia‘gesi
The process of expansion ontifued up wntil the 18508

when firther expansinn became virtually mpossible and




surname, but, was:

- the existing economy could no Ionger adequately’ support

‘a growing population "(Ngﬁ:‘ec’ 1975:21).

".l‘hat Just ‘such a proces!’ was & ;najnr factor in'the-
early settlement of Black Diamond Bay is suppcrtud by
two pieces ‘of ethnographic data.; First. ‘Some. or the

g
surnames found in the o munity are also found in other. h

smnet:unes older communitias, sugglssti_ng a possi’ols
hiutorical Iinkage »Such an hxetorical nn]mge is also
to some axtent recognized. _thoush nct considersd of il <
impox'tnnce, j,n local pognition:
i.nfurmants if he’ were in soms way related by k!.nship .

to tha yroprletor qr a smnll buainess who had he aame

ltsd inanother communiw some

‘dogen or, 80 miles 'up the liné.

You ,can't really call us’ relntions, thcugh T
guess -we're umpteenth cousins or something.

¢ I believe all us Greens came from the one
family- up around -therd way back: in the old - -
days.. But you might as'well say we' re -all

- relations from Adam-and Eve,. ¢

He responded thatx :;

In short, ‘the possibilitias ‘of-an histcrioal linkags ‘are.

[tgraut, and are to some extent reco@ized by the people

oi‘ Black Dxamond Baw. thwsh they are ur littls
oomequanue to sveryday 111‘:, so a.re ignorsd oz- ara
si.mply unthought cf._ Genemlly. kinsh.t ties beyoml

I .asked one ofmy Lo




; cn-res:(dence ws.thin the areg.

Setmndly. ma.ny of my informants ‘pointed--out to me

. thntn, » g 4 . s

i Wa ve a.‘l.ways treated the fishing barths the
same as we do.the land. They're passed down
. from ‘father -to son, ‘so there's mnever much

tmuhle figuri:lg who got what. 5

: Assuming that in all likelihood this custom of” 1nher5.ta.ncs:

sxisted we 1 back 1nto the. past, we can’ easily understa.nd

cessity of expansicn while expansion was stiu

viable. Since the nmnber of bsrths in any given a.raa

; ware ﬁnite, pepulaticn grwrth. pertioulnrly whsn
unmpurntively _rapid, would soon cause ' the rslationahip
5 betwsm man ahd ;berths to.pass beyond the eoologieal

: carrying capacity of the inshore ﬁshery in that’ B.!‘ea,

©.oan aspecially im_u-tnnt point given that altsmtiva
T dources of gaining a 1ivslihood were virtually non-

'»existent. At the. same’. time, ho«ever, at 1eas1; until
a:l.nost the middla of ‘the 19th century. thers were still
fiahi.ng grdunds that wers as-yet

s ths ,procas

v, ing impnrtn.nce ur dlseuuaing this px‘ucess of

A




- 10 -

v

e'xp'en_sj;on 1ies in that it indicates that communities
such as Black Diamond Bay were founded by Newfound-
land fishermen who brought with them a way of life
which had ariasn in the Newfoundland coﬁ%nial context,
which was already formed in its essentials, and which
*.was simply-transplanted to a new location. Thus,
‘:although these communities have in some sense &
_relltively short time-depth, they are nevertheless
based uponra rom of soc:.al organization that has a
“signlficantly ‘greater time-dopth. As ‘early as 1794
Briﬁah eaman Aarun Thomas was able to report having
: anoomt;red ma.ny paople in Newfoundland whose families
.~had aquady been there for ‘three generations

(cif. Murray 1968:137). The traditional social
X st;uctﬁre of ‘the. outports, then, generally represented

4 well-established way of life.

e ' BLACK DIAMOND BAY

// !
The comuni\‘.y of Black Diamond Bay is one of the
largest villagea in the portion of the southern Avalon
. Peninsu.la in. which 1t is located. In physical terms,
vthe,villaga lies in a long and narrow, snake-like
fashion’ ,aloné the banks of a long pond. Though there

PR ety

%
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\ 3 ) ki
are eral small 'lanes' to be found here and there, )
throughoui the length of the: community. the village is . ‘\J
primarily a line village, laid out along the one paved ]
road that paaaas through the length of it and which'is

essanti.nny part of the highway that 1i.nks together
most of the villages in the region. -~ - : Loy

Behind ‘the houses an the side ot the 'road’ ) 5 ’ : /
oppoaite 'the pond,‘ a-hill graduallx‘ rises .to the ;
height of a‘!;undred feet or so where it then "levels

ug into a t\)a-rren ground which. extands a further m:l.le’ or/ -
so gutwa.rd ind then drops abmptly into-the cold North
Atlantic ucea.n The barrens, :*out behind' as it 15
rafarred to by J:ha reeidsnts of Black Diamond Bay, are
rich in various \species of game birds ‘and edible berries,
both of which are utilized as a food source, and i.n some

cases as a "cabh crop," by the local ‘inhabitants.

At one en!d of' the community 1ies :t:he powarﬁl and
omnipresent North Atlantic Ocean, thé major EE Yny T
environmentall feature of tha: area. ' The 'sea’ as it is
called, is u's;lally quite ro@ hers‘_.'cnntinually v
throvd_pg a heavy surf 'onto tha.rééw tya‘nch.,and ;t is



umvsrsally attributed tb thnt ertect.

. v i3

not at all infrequent or unusual to hear the quiet of
the night disturbed by the sound of its incessent
smashing against 't!{e foter (the beach). Also, when—
the wind is high and 'on the shore' ocean spray is -
sometimes carried a considerable diat_maa inland. The
general failure of the ;:atib-ga crop in Black Diamond :
Bay during the summer of 1977', for amplu. was almost

. One-of ‘the nol‘t m.rkad ‘and ahmntaristiu olimatio,
fnturas ur the Black Diamond Bay uaa :ls the almost

'continuous blanket of. thick fog duri.ng the summer mmths.

One sdon becomes accustomgd to th- piercing. 12 distant.
wail of the fog horn lmt&d\mu a dlngarous, rocky.
cape a Tew miles from the village. Because “of b
pll‘lvéilhzg h 1 and sc 1y winds
1n the summer, tha fog would almost surely make M laut
a brief appearance for some pu-t of the day.

In additim to bai.ng a highly visible onvi.r‘nantal
toﬂturq‘ the fog, as one light auspset. playg.a role in

the liveu of the people of Bluck ninand Bay., It is a
climatic" feature th-y hlvo hAd %o come to t-ma w;\th.
waman, for example, ,l.re fnrevsr comp.mining ahout hovw

: difticulfg it is to dry. their lau.ndry *in ﬁhg plqca' Y

(méaning th‘e_.uomu“ni'ft";); '-Both men ‘and women 5rteﬁ dis;:qis

g




the putantia.‘l.ly harmful efrects of a long pez‘iod at’ d,aily

fog in preventing sufficient sunlight from ranching thei:\
Vegatable gardens rluri.ng the short _Summer gxowing seuon.
' A].so, é.round hay gathering time in August thereis

boftan much speculdtion as 'to'whether or not the fog Cwill A

abate 1nng ennu@h to allow for the: px'oper d.rylng nf the

.. hay. " Many people recall :anidents £rom paat summers’
? “'?‘“i“ thp onslaught_ of. heavy fog caused soms men's newly
cut, hay to be, s‘poiiéd by mildem Finally, high hulgidl’cy

and heavy r’og* present a general: hwomranienoe in that' ;
S t)zsy impede via bil:.ty s.nd interfer .with the conduct nf

a vs.riety of . outdoor chorea gass a thran.t to nxvigation
and. fishing, B.nd'slmp

'gets on peoplep'. nerves.!

EXPRESSIVE USE.OF PROMINENT:

.RONMENTAL \TURES

SN 4
The fog; 'the pon

* quite prominent envirnnmenl:al featu.res in-and around
Black. Diamond Bay. phy an equ&lly prominent rola in "
“local conversation. ‘and-in local cognit:lon in general.
The fog. or the 'stata of 'the sea,’ ‘or the directiun of ©

8 the wind as-determined from “the diractian‘ of the

l'wind-lops,' or 'J.ops' (smau waves) on "the pon

each plsy a relatively signiﬂcant role in greeting N .
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behavior (the same general cbservation has been made by e
FParis 1966123-24). ' For example, a fairly typical short
verbal exchange made by ‘two men pauing each-other on the
*road' often proceeds »-s}ouowu:

& - Fine day.

B - That it is. As long as_the wind stays dmm o)
the pond it may stay like this. (Wind down .

the pond is‘wind blowing.toward the ocean
4 a;‘xd t})xie ensures. that !os will remain oft-
. Shore

A L ori, ag/ ; ‘: i\
e R <'Poghs: some thick. ; .
; "B Yes, boy. ' I'malmost after torg-tting what
_the other side looks .like.  (The term 'the .-
other side’ is always used to designate the .
-side of *“the pond' opposite Black Diamond e e
Bay. m sort of statement, though it is () ¢

o::gr ‘side” -{:nh.\d?sd“;;,t‘: ﬁm.ﬁ‘w"‘mu
In'either of the sbove éxamples, the i.ndividuulu may
daoide to continue thei.r canversatim by tuz-nin; to more
\y - relevant topics, or else thsy Jay decidg to lelvo~thiqgs !
b stand after their n-xem.w exchange and go their separate - 2

‘wqys Such ahort varbu. axchangea are an example of
what is 1ocany rax'arx-aﬂ tn as 'pauing tha u.na ot
da,y'g pas . . gt

Sinoe ths major environmegtal fantmﬁ are very

s faniuar to all the reudanta of Black Di ond:, Bay.




i ni’ Black Diamond Bay are very m-uud of 1t. Hance. ‘the ‘-

queation is‘ largexr ‘than the typical exampln of :Lts ki.ﬂd.

¥ 1nrorla.nta. a tmwlerman. as be:lng pond-size, a very, :
Banks. Slmila.rly. whare the most, commonly encountered

such expressions were encountered on numerous:occasions

5\‘ 3

‘their most, distingtive featurés are 4t times-used to
“expreas’‘analogous qualities in ‘other, less: familiar,
th:mgs or situations. gFor exnmple. “*the pond' is far
1a.rger than' other ponds within the region and the psnpla

“the pond* “is. often used to matnpheriuuy expresq the ‘
mass ofqm ohject. espscmlly when the object in

!
‘Thus, e Fussian fatory-ship on the Grand’Banks, yhere':

compmtively small dnggers are by far tha most cnmmon A
type of vaudl, was deacribed to me by..one of my .

d.rmntx_e way of i.mpr.essim upo}x me- thnt Lt was: much e i - _
R s g
larger tm the ships usually encmmtered on the Grand 4

bottles of ‘liquor ‘are the 26 ounce va.riaty. the largar
uo ounce battla is often referred. to as. 'pond-aize.

during ny. Stay . in ‘the. community. a
The t‘og is likewiae usad to produce graphic, lf aone-
whﬂf,/ emgerated deacriptioh!. A1 tha people’. of Black
Diamond Bs.y are well lwax-e of, the thiclmeu of. the fog,
snd many pe‘rsomz. puticuhrly tha 'chmcters' (people‘

who hold'a conm\mlty-wide reputation for their wu;, 15




humcm;-,and pMs), ‘are quick to pass humourous comment
upon 'it. They say, for instance, that the fog around
Blagk ‘Diaiond Bay is almost thick enough to stand upon;
or éha% it is dengerous to throw th;ngs on a really
foggy day h’acausg»t‘he fog'is so thick ‘that thrown objects
A | might very well bounce back and injure the thrower, N
. Metaphorically, them, the thickness of the fog may be
used to ‘eXpress kness, or density. in other cohtexts. w
b3 ‘For example, when escribing a trcuting expsdi'eion hs had
o been, on in Lavrador; one’ man’ was rscnr&ed as. claiming
" that: "';’he flies were thicker ::han Blﬂgk\Dla.pond Bay L

- fogi®

/  THE PROVINGIAL PARK ~

At the end of the community opposite the sea, just
befata one mters Blﬂck Diamond Bay's offieiauy

! desimted bound.ary, there 8 a Provincial Park which,

though wnstructed and marmed by residsnts of a nexgh-

bouring community, is seen by the people ef: Blapk Dismond .
i Bay as being essentially ‘th’eir' 'owri (though . they neither

expect -nor desire exclusive use of it).

he people of
Black Diamond Bay, particularly the younger people, are

eéry proud of the park and make considerable use of it
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" auring the summer months, sspecially-on Sunday afternoons.
People *mug up' (snack) there, swim and bathe in the
ssall swimming hols, and the teenagera and young adults
ofterf camp out and hold parties there. In short, the
Provincial Park is the scene of considerable outdoor
social activity during the mmme!- months. .

Another important feature of the Provincial Park is
that during the summer camping 'season it 'I';tr‘ucts
tourists to the niﬂea. a4 phenomenori virtually unhedrd of
in ‘the mut. Up until the aa.:-ly 1970s the ‘stretch of
road rron ths Trans-Canada Higmmy (which was ltseli‘

5 incunplate until the mid-1960s). to Black Diamond Bay

was unpaved'nnd in very poor repair. In 1958ll='hmncil.1
Post reporter Rodney Touche described the Newfoundland *
section of the M-m Highway as "...not in good
enough condition to be used for pleasure" (J\me.lfb.
1958150), so the road to Black Dialond Bay, as a
ucundary road was even less dumbla for pleasure
excursions. The road was very narrw. filled with steep
hills and a multitude of blind turns, and was generally
a nuisance to all but those most familiar with it and
not overly ccrncemed with the weéar and tear on thai‘r
vehicles. The ruggednass of the drive, on Dboth'véhicle
and passengers vms “more than sufficient 1n praventi.ng
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most tourists from exploring very far from the Trans-
Canada Highway...As a result, Black Diamond Bay, until
recently, has had very few v:.siters from the outside
world.

However, with the road now upgraded and paved, and
wit); the location of a Provincial camping park within
the region, tourists now vigit Bllac;k Diamond Bay from
other farts of Nawi’oundland. from the Canadian'mainland,
and: frolll the United Statas of America. The volume of the\\
tourut trade is still not very great ainoe the park is 1\
1ocatad a.t a.considerable distance from the Trans-Canada ' |\ -
Highvgay and is thus considered oo remot_e by many )
campers, pa.rticnlu-ly those visiting the Province for
the first time. "Still, t‘ha nun‘l‘bar of visitors who 'do
come ‘to the area are sufficient to establish tourism as
a part of summertime life. The result ih that much less
‘of a commotion is made b;‘r the presence :;f Sstrangers' =
than ‘there has been in the past.

I distinctly remember my first visit to Black Diamond
Bay in the early 1960s when the presence.of 'strangers'

was still a very uncommon phenomenon. Men, women and

‘children dropped in to visit the people with whom we' were =

staying just to find out who we were, where we'were from,

why we camep how long: we would be staying, what.we thought

9
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of 'the place,' qnd so forth. In short, the presence of
'strangers' was a phenomenon out of the ordinary which
infected the entire community with curiosity. 1In
contrast, during the summer of 1977, while I was

conducting my fieldwork in the village, several American

: campers entered. the public dr:Lnking establishment nearest

the Provincial Park one night and spent an hour or so there
drinking heer and. talking. Whan they first entered the
‘buj.ldi.ng there were a few questions asked about them

arou.nd the table at which I was seated., .Some satisfactory

a.nswars were provided by a 1n§n ‘Who had been tﬁkim with
them sarliér that. afternoon. ' However, within a fow
minutes thé tourists were forgotten as everyone at the
table returned totheir own activities. I observed that
no one even noticed the ‘strangers® leaving later in the
evening.' ;Clearly, 'strangers® were no longer ‘i:he ¢

curiosity they were a decade or so before.
PUBLIC DRINKING ESTABLISHMENTS
At a 1ittle more than a mile from thé Provincial

Park, within the official boundaries of Black Diamond
Bay itself, thsx;s is located a public tavern. It is the

~only such establishment’ within the community's actual

e
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physical bounds, but there ia a.nothsr such establishment
within the cognitive bounds of the village. 'x'he Gther
*club,' as the taverns as most frequently called, is
actually located in aAnmby community, but it is owned
and operated by a young man from Black Diamond Bay. It

is also frequented by many Black Diamond Bay men, so it is 'with

some justification that the people .of Black- Diamond Bay

" are inclined to claim it as their own. AlL my informants,
without exception, pro'udly commented ‘that Black Diamond
Bay now has two clubs. . v
" Prior o the middle 19705 the villaga had its own
rss;dent Roman cathoho pz‘iest who, being very
“con: ive and traditi iented, held a virtually

unchallenged position as the community's moral, and
oftimes secular leader. He believed, it would appear,
that humans are by nature weak and given to vice and the
pursuit of pleasure if no’t protected from their own base
natures. As parish priest- he was mediator batv}een the
corrupt world .of humanity and the perfect kingdai of

God, so it'was his duty to protect his parishoners from
‘their -own worst instincts. " To that end, he categ‘oricaliy
refused to allow the establishment of a' ‘club' within the
cammty. His highly resp;wted_ position, much of. which
he had earned during ‘his. long ter;ure ‘there, was sufficient
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to sway public opinidn and to influence the powers that
be to such an extent that the procurement of a liquor
licence for the community was effectively prevented.

As time passed, however, and ‘age ‘took its toll, the
priest was eventuallir retired and replaced by a series
of younger priests who were more liberal minded, having
been. trained during,the period in which the.Catholic
Church was. undergoing rituanshc and doctrinal change. 7

One of these priests. of :whom more.will be said 1ate v
was apprqached‘ by one of }:Vhe loca} entrepreneurs, who )
askéd for. "ba‘c‘kihg in his ‘application for.a liguor liceénce- g
from.the Provingial c’;ovemmént. The male segment of the | -
community was most derinitely in favour of a'move. to
establish a *club® in the community beca\uss the vast.

‘majority of them were drinkers, and given the then

existing situation, the nearest 'club’ was located some
ten or.so miles away and ‘this was rather inconvenient.
){owev‘ar. the female npin}_on was by no means ‘as clear,

so the priest called a meeting of the community' ol I

At the meeting it was admitted that whetheér or not

women to'diseuss the move. .

Y
the communiity had & public drinking esfablishment’ inside
its boundaries, the men were going to drink. They were

already visiting *clubs' up the ishore on a regular basis,



have by ncw become i
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80 it really made 1tttle difference to continue to prevent
the establishment of a *club' closer to home. Few

- people believed that such a move would in‘any sende:

cause men to drink more. In facj:,,i't was pointed out
that having a "tlub' in Black Diamond Bay sialit oven ¥
a wise move because the men of the community would at
least have'less of & distanca to drive home after
havhug uonsumed aleohol.’ % , v
were r;mslly astabliahed and thay

Thus, : the .* clubs !

ricately‘ intemwan 1nto the

- fabric- of- Black; Diamond Bay Encia]. 1ite. This will ‘be "
.giscugsed- “in"more detaxl later in th:.s thesis, but:for
| the present we will'let 1t suffice to note that'the

'clubs' are important to male social 1ife'in i:artiéﬁlar,
and %o ‘the wider 306181 1176 of the community and region

»in general. Prom Sunday -to Friday the 'clubs' pruvide

a place whe!'s mulas may cangz-ngats In an all mle
atmosphere, ‘where they talk, Joke, play Pool;: nnd

§ enjoy oné another's company In ona important sense, ;

_the 'clubs' ovldu a forum for the exchmge of ideas: -

" and opimons ow eomunity. regional, and provincial

events.. They: provide ona with the opportunity ar 1
fairly qu:ckly discavering the position of ana's
renm on pnrticum iusuea, ‘and they auow for ‘the




he rapid commnication of news throughout the community.
on Saturday nights, l'iowevez:, the 'clubs' change their

function as @ meeting place.for males and become the
scene for & much' wider process of social ‘interaction.. .
. It'is on Satirday night that: the 'clubs® hold their
_ dances which are important community events,:
.TH'E: CHURCH: AND I'.i‘S SURROUNDING' BULLDINGS

Pragresslru stiil further into “the cumunlty of. .

| Black nsamomd Bay..we come upcm a conplsx of

_buildms which formyet another, importunt social S abk

‘ andmark. Twards the centre: of the vulagu one. finds
the- chuz'eh and. the building.s which are in.one way or
anohher assooited wit it. These ‘are, namely,- the 4 Y
the yx‘iest's h‘ou'ae, ‘and: th‘e Convent, all

", church'itsels,
1ncatad on' ond:side of the road, and" the *old school,*
_which now serv 8. asa camunity halll) on -the opposite

side. "
The people or Bln.ck Djamond Bny and virtuxlly thn
are’ all Roman catholic. As ha.s
as of Newfoundland; the .
lnyed a very prcminent role

. entirs surraund;.ng a.raa

been ' the case in nther a
_ Ghurch: nas ArdasEionally
sonl,

politicﬂl arm i.ntallectual

in the aocioecohpmic.
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life of the cvnmmunity.v_ As we shall later see, the

' Church's power is today greatly diminished from what
it has been .in the pastlo. Black Diamond Bay, in fact,

no longer has its own‘ resident priest, so clerical
supeniQion and direct influence is no longer as close

in the current context as it had been a mere decade 8go..
Hawever. ‘the church buildings 'still. stand i fairly good

. rspe.ir (the mins who teach at, the 'new schoolf reside at

" the” cmwent throughout the school year) and. thsir vary-

,\ prominénce” hints that the Lnfluence of religionis in no: NSRS

\kway antirely & feature ‘of dnys gone by.:

iy ;" L ! The old school bui].ding. vhich in the past served a. T
’ S qual r\mation as & school and eommunity hall, has in T T e
racsnt ‘years: been replaced by & more mpdem land bettpr‘
equipped building. The old building now functions .
exclusively as a community hall. Community- mdatj_ngs
are held thére, as ‘well as bj.ngo games, card partiea.

-’ the annual Garden Party, and spaml cole‘bratiuns
: (€.g.y during the. sumer of 1977 a_birthday ueleh‘ation .
for & man who had reached his ‘90th’year was held ‘there).
Towever, the. position of /the building tn the social 1ife
of ‘the comunity has been significantly altered inthat | < °8
several major eommn:\ty social: events are no lvnger held i i

. - therés




- 25 -

In the first place, *weddings,' a term which refers~
most spedifically to receptions, are today held in one or
the other of Black Diamond Bay's two 'clubs.' This is
a very significaht alteration in these important social
ncuaa‘ions. In the past, 'weddings' were, 1n’m important
sense, a responsibility of btha entire community, and as a
rssu]:t. the expense involved for the bride's family.\gas
min’imal. The school/community hall was ‘at’ their disposal
‘free of chArga and’ virtually every woman in the “Sommnity
could b‘e;ﬂ‘spendedvuppn o pmtributé to !;l"xe food 'and -
Tefreshnents. A, wedding today,- in coqti‘ast, 4nvolves -
renting the facilities of.oné of the 'olﬁbs‘ and

* paying for its catering ‘service. - Consequeritly, &
*wedding*' is now cl-:ni-ly (in' most ;:ases) a
responaibility of the bride's family and riot of the
community at large. It is today best considered a.
fanilial, Fathbr than comaunal, event. L

In the.second place, the traditional 'tines® of the
c‘mnmuni{y have been totally i-eplaced (perhaps with the
exception of ‘tie annual Garden Party) by the Saturday

" night .dances.'at the local ‘clubs.’ ' In the past the

 comunity hall vas the‘scene of important community
s}{entg, called 'times' or »'spw.-eves,' which wer"e held

periodically.’throughout the yea¥ in Black Diamond Bay,




| ; )
|
;
‘, as in most other rural communities in Newfoundland.

E These "times' were important community soclal gntherinss

which provided music and danging as a snuz'ue of “ i
entertainment, . they provided the individuals of the :

community with a means to méet socially on a regular ’

basis with their friends and relations, they offered

an- enjoyable div‘ersion from' the rigx;urs of subsistence

and market praduetion, they provided an outlet-for

pent-up enargies and emotinna. and, rina.lly. they

s\erved as a ritudlized expression of comnmnity solidatity.
A 'tine' was a social ueﬂvity pz-ovitled by the entlre ==

communlty for ‘the hanafit of the “entire” eamnmmty.

In the contemporary situation, as ‘I have already‘
noted. *times' have besn replaoad by the Saturday night
dances which are held at the two-local ‘clubs.! Much A

more than a mere change ‘of ‘physical location is
" involved here, however, as there are several mn;)or
distinctions which must bs notad between the two svents.
These all puint to the fact that the importance of the
i . community as a close-lmit social group has been grea.tly &
eroded in recent yaars.
Whez-eas the trnditional 'times' wsre produeed and |

directed by the': community at large for '“‘51? own *

participation and enjoyment, the-Saturday night dances
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today produced a;ad directed. by local ent;repreneurs for
their own financial gain and sold to other members of t
the community as a virtual commodity. wmreas the

community stood as both the producer and consumer of

{ts o entertainnent, it now stands in the inuch more

passive role of 2 of enter

Simj_lux‘ly. the entertainmant prov;ded by the 'times' of
= ald was pxsoduced by musicians taa;ding within' the

eommunity. Sueh events provided tham w;th oppottunities

tu djaplay their skills and talents in” puhlic and to 2 "
thereby ccmpete for the favourable ropirtation avarded P "

i t0-a goud antertainer. .In aontrast.‘tha music providad

- . at the saturday night dances” todaq are:w has ‘local’ roots: ' b
Entertainers, are hiréd from outside the community, oﬁen o
fr;)m as far away as St.-John's, and they pu}, ‘for money, © :
not simply fnz- “the estesm of.their peers. Once aga:ln ’

We .S @ movement rron uommumlism to mdividuan,sm; the
¥ T community seems to have becoms less an orgs.nic whole and

" more a callaotz.on of 1ndiv1dua]. actors pirsuing their

individual ends. Tt ié this faature of” mndemization in
parti.cular which most of the older res:.dents of B].ack
. Diamond Bayrus. 2 L R A 3 3
Furthermore, vne ef the very imyortant j.f not ..

explicitly expressed, functions of the traditioral




N . 'times' was to gather the cumnrunlty tognthsr in concer'ted
' ' action and to thereby express the solidarity of the

'cummmity as: a aoncrete. eﬂ'sctiva social” group.. In

stark contrast. the Saturdny night dances s;unply cannot
duplicate that feat becausé there are paople who do not

“frequent either of, the two *clubs,' while those whovd‘o
‘are divided. between the” tvo.. -In fact, rather than -
supiasizing community Solidsrity, the current Saturday |

- night” d&nces tend to emphuize divis:.m within the.
'

cnmmunny, particularly the divldion which has ariun

T "petween” the elder and younger 'racaa' "(gmemtions)

“0f this, mich.moré will bs said in s later’ chapter.

‘:'Lnto thi

ommunity past, the.
church and ita surrounding buildings “we come to what

Prngressing ‘furthe: -

‘ is loeally referred -_tu as either the, 'poo:!. ‘hull‘ or, the
“thangout." - Séveral yéars ago’one of the mén of the
“-community who operated & nelghtourngod *shop!’ (small -

. ‘donyenience store) ‘sold ié to g.man 'n‘oﬁn the outaide.

'(not mtiva to. the oommunity ar imediate region). ;

‘Thenwovmer by “'Wr s ‘the ‘u\at;,.

e ogtablishuent and indtalled two small, ooinopsrated "




5 pool tables, a juke bi;x. and-a small snack bar which sells
. - soft drinks, chocolate, bam,potato chips, matchesand . " g

cigarettes. It quickly became, and still remiins, a

thriving business with the almost. exclusive patronage -
of teenagers of. both sexes and .thé young, unmarried. -

males. B ..
’Dlirhu the. Summer montha th‘q‘ 'poal hell® operates in oy £

F i the afternoons, weni.nss and nights, lnd. whatever. the
s t;ns of day; is usullLy ﬁued with yourg people. o

nfployed. ‘over the’ !ummsr. who hpve

no chor 8, ox- who }uwe fi.nished tneir wurk for tha ﬂny,

% cangre&ata tharo in the prtamoonu. If the wsather 1.5 T

.'miaarable '_ thsy will liksb spend the .remii.miu' of the. £ Son

afternoon theru before x‘atumim to their homas for the
evening meal. -If ‘the weather is fine, they will uss the: - &
“hangout’ ss a centrél mesting Flace before moving ff in

:'separate groups to ‘partake of a ;irlaty of summertime

“activities.
3 = Tn_the early nv-n!.ng for &% least & Low Hours;” the e %
A 'pool hlll beoues the almst axoluain ao-ain of the - - - % i o

ymng. unmarried males ot m.ack mum Bﬂy. \yhether s
thay work ‘at tha nsu-hy ﬂsh pllnt. vrhluh 15 practically
t, in ‘the “entire mn.

tna mly nourcu or ‘wage, uploy-s
er whether they' lre in recaip ot uny plaqunc 1nsura.nca




bener.its. the pattern is the same. Very shortly after
finishing the evening meel, at about thirty ninutes or
s0 before the plaee is expected to open; they begm to
arrive, some in cars, many more on foot. It is really
ngt possible to cite any definjte opening time for the
B +'pool hall’ singe, like all the family operated

the basis of sny set time schedule. Rather, it opens

and ¢loses af!.the discretion of the owner. However,
3 the young mgih 'are by. o ‘means’ shy in expressing their
impatience ‘with the proprietor of the 'pool hall.'

They of‘cen Jnkmgly shout commerits' up at the window

W of the owngr s’house in an attsmpt ‘to have him open
for business a littlé\ earlier, but the attempt seems to
"be primarily ritualistic and primarily for their own

e \ amusement. . Y ‘ -

" Come on, Joe, boy.- Take your tea down with you.
* . . We've ‘got better things to do than stmd out here.

i . Hear the money Jjingle -, e‘? If you don't
- ' B . hurry up we'll all be gois You'll never
= retire this way, Joe.

You'll have lot's of time thh the missus 1atar
on, Joe.

Most of the comments shoutsd now and then.up at-Joe's

w:mdaw are rout:me, but with an ongoing prucass of-

business_és in Black Diamond Bay, it does:not operate on .

innovation, primarily on the part af the bsst lmown ]

-

s popen
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*characters.’ However, stylized haranguing of the

. proprietor always results in failure, so the young men

must simply wait until he sees fit to open the place. 4
While gathered around outside the 'pool hall' the
young men d6 more than simply harangue its owner.
They stand around in small groups smoking cigarettes
gossiping and joking about any interesting or i
amusing incidents which occuréd that day at the fish
plant, and shouting the occasional’ comment, or_joking
insult at passersby. The comments;. Sometimes -in the
form .of spontaneous v‘arse' or. ‘s«;ng, ai-e usually .
satirical and are often directed at a person's idio-
syncracies or lapses in socially appropriate behavior.
;he favourite,  targets of such verbal stabs are those
who 'think they're something’ (in some was pretentious).
There is usually little recourse for them but to. try
and return the joke if kindfor to take offense at a
Jjoke is to declare oneself a *poor sport.'

It'is also at ‘this point in time that the various

“tcrowds* (discussed in detail by Schwartz 1974) into

which the young men are composed begi_.n the relatively
complex process of reathing & consensus about how they
pass the reiﬂalndezj of " the' evening. ' !

One of the most important and most strongly .
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emphas\ized ideals of manhood in Black Diamond Bay is that
a man should be both independent and autonomous; his
*own boss,' so to speak. As several men in the village
put it, "A man is beholdin' to no one but his ownself."
He owes nothing becauses he discharges his obligations
as soon as they arise, he provides fully for himsélf and
his family (so welfare is seen as humiliating and

' demaa.nip’g). he makes his own decisib’ns. and he is, in
short, the mdster ef his own: fate, But despite the ideals,

it remidns a fact that the social world, by its very
definttion, is not constructed +o allow for total secial
anarchism, each man independently choosing his own
direction. Rather, each man :t’um‘:tiona socially in an '
agalitaiian netwﬁrk of peers, 8o must adjust his
behavior and activities to-those of his 'race' and

his ‘crowd® (these terms are djscussed in detail in
Chapter IV), and to.an unwritten, but morally binding,
code of conduct. There is, ‘then, an-apparent contra-
diction between ideals and reality; the former requires

behavior which is virtually impossible in terms of the

i iatt_er. Howevér, various mechanisms are widely

utilized to avoid bringing the ideal and the real into
open conflict, of allowing the ideals of independence® '
and autonomy to peacefully co-exist with the necessity of




-33-

bending to the will of the group. Temporary and necessary
deviations from the ideals are usually disguised or
denied.

Many Black Diamond Bay men, especially the young
bachelors, do not like to be fold what to do. In most

social situations men tend very strongly to resist the
supposed authority of another. Thus, the various male
.‘c;'ovf:ds' in thé community have no outright, acknowledged
leaders. However, that is not to say that they are
acephalous. Eaéh ‘crowd’ has’ influential central
figures who may indirectly, through skillful (often
uneonscious) nani.pulntion, but never directly through
order, regulate the 'crowd's® activity. 'Crowds' are
conceived of as "of a single mind," their collective

action from the of the 1 1y

arrived at decisions of the individuals involved and
not really from a process of compromise. The under-
lying philosophy seems to be "Because we do the same
things we are a crowd," and not “"Because we are a ocrowd
we do the same things.” The difference is significant.
I have on many occasions observed the means by
which a 'crowd' arrives at a consensus. It is an
intaresting process to ws.tch, and one which requires

8kill if one is to participate at a reasonable 1aval of
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proficiency. The central, most influential members of
individual 'erowds' were usually those persons who are
able to skillfully maneuver within the rules of the

"game™ #o ensure that the outcome always, 'or at least

usually, matches their original intentions. @

s The rules are relatively simple. One should not

suggest lines .of action in a manner which would seém to
compromise the indepsndeqcs of "another, for such a
suggestion would likely be rejected. ' At the sime time,
care’ should be fakten not to suggest & line of action

‘which would be ignored or outrightly réjected by thé

*erowd,* for if the 'orowd!:then decides upon another
1ine of action, the péréon who made the origi:naly
suggssts.on will have obviously rejected his ,nwn“ bropnsal
and bended to' the will of the *crowd’ if he decides to
go along with them. . g
When ‘the young men are gathered together outside the
"pool hall’ their talking outliries their likes and dis-

1ikes in general terms such that:by the time someone takes

“the initiative and proposes an activity for the 'crowd, ™

it is usually a reflection of the ‘crowd’ decision. .No
oné seems to be simply going along with the group;
rather, ‘it seems that. everyone has just happened ‘to be

ihtetestedrin doing. the same thing.
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A8 I have already noted, when the owner of the  *pool
hall' is finally ready thé doors of the establishment {
are opened. The young men. then gather inside, the first _
twa to arrive taking command of a pool table each and
then playing challerigers decided upon before entering.
The remainder. of the young men place their quarters in
a row along the rim of the table since the owner of ‘the
next quarter in'line will play the winner. of the

k i:receding game. Those not. immediately involved in play
5% on. the painted wooden beriches ‘Which lirie he ,wal‘ls-‘nf )
the room t? watch the plliy.v A1l the ‘whilc' ti!ey Joke.,
with the players and »comme.m; upor. the play, ‘but their

: httention is: particularly drawn . to the play wh‘en one of
the opponents is recognized for his skill. Cansiderable
esteem is awarded to.those men skillful enough to beat
a number of opponents in succession, and thus command the
table for t’he extent of their stay. The'aim of the game
in such circumstances is t9 'sit him down.' “If no one
is able to.do so, the undefeated victer finally q(xits ‘the
gamo by passing the cue §tick'to another man, saying
in a boastful ‘manner, *I'm tired of this now. You fellows
play ‘amongst Yoirselves.”

" After.an hour or 80 of play, the young men begin to
Finish up and. the various small 'crowds’ leave and go



e

about their business. The building is soon passed back
into the hands of the teenagers who hid been standing
along the sidelines, as it were, peripheral to the .
action and waiting for the young men to finish. The
same. general process is repeated each night with little

variation from the described pattern. .

nEmHaoiJRHost

. The.community ' a!‘ _Black Diamond Bay. is itaelr :
cnmposed of a mlmbex‘ of fairly. distinct terutoriul
entities for which there:is no indigenous: generic name.
For ‘the sake of cdnveniéncev. 'I.shall refer to them as .

‘"neighbourhoods.” Each ‘of these neighbourhoods gués

by a specific name derived from some concrete, physical -

feature which distinguishes it from all the others.
There are, for example, 'the flats' (an aggregate of

huuses c¢lustered ‘together on an area of level of flat

. ground just a short way *up fron the beach). *the hill '

"over. by the church. and ' up along' (tha section at the
'community ‘up ‘the road® and 'up the pond' f:rum ths
ch\_xrch). Actually. 'up along'. actually uonsis_ts of .

several different clusters of houses, 8o is itself

_composed of several different neighbourhoods, ‘'up along'




being an all-inclusive name for them. Likewise, 'the
flats,' 'the hill,' and 'over by the church' are often
grouped together under the collective title 'down along.'
The reader will note the obvious opposition that exists
between the two areas. ;
It should perhaps be noted haru that since- the

community was too large for me to complataly cover during
. a fﬁirly short stint of ﬁaldwol"k. most of my data.has

g Been déz:i.vad'from the area referred to as 'down along.'
All ;mdicaticma were - that the Eociﬁl nnd nultural o
situaﬂcn or ‘up. nlung' was no dj.ffex-ent from that of

i 'dmmrnlong. The oppoaltion seems to have baen made
prinarily as a spatial division and vas not due to the
axistence of social divisions '

“In addition to tha noted naiym‘bom-hoodn. there is

a nen;hboux-:ng collunity. 'the cove;"’ vhich 1ies
d;rectl,v across 'the pond' ﬁ-om Black Diamond Bay.
uthgugh in forgal political terms it forms a separate™ -
nﬁfi‘diuﬁﬂct community,” it is generally conceived of by
local plopla as yet another neighbourhood of Black

3 nianond Bay. In nor;imt thh other cumunitieu found
in tha gemnl vicinity, tha cumun.lty acroaa *the pond'
ss vsx-y raraly retnrrad to by its formal oonwunity name

" in: the nurmal course of epnyersutinn. It is almost



always referred to as simply 'the other side.' Such a name
is never given to Flthsr communities in the vicinity.
In fact, it is interesting to note tnat even the people
from that particular community most frequently refer fo
themselves as being from 'the other side.' Furthermore,
they are generally identified, and tend to idant_ify
themselves, as residents of Black Diambnd Bay.

’l'hus. when people refer to 'the plnce,' meaning ths
cammumty. 'the other side' is always implicitly
included with Black Dia.mond Bay' proper. This 1s a, .

quita logical inclusion given that 'tha other s:.de' -was 2
originally esta’blishad by indivlduxls and famili.as who
were ‘primarily’ from Blsck Diamand Bay (Nemec. perdonal
communication 1977). As a result, quité a few surnmes
are “comniori .to both communities, inﬂicating kinship -

1inkages, however clase or dxstant ‘they may be.. More-

* ‘Gver, close int tion, including " » has

considerably reinforced existihg ties between the two
setplemgﬂfs. It geenms that ‘the two communities are
Ssén by their inhabitants ds something essentially akin
to two sides of a single coin. This coimceptinn is

powerfully, 11‘ ﬂguratively. expressed Ln a brief

anecdote I ¢ollected dunng rny stay in Blsck Diamond Bay.

An elderly—prieat who l?ad _been located for many, years
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in the community up until his retirement in the early
19708 was one day in need of a sharp saw, but found that
his own had been badly dulled. Tommy Orange, a man who
lived 'over on the other side,’ had an excellent
reputation throughout the community for his superior
ability in sharpening axes, knives, scythes, and so
forth, so the priﬁest decided that he.would have a good
Job done of it ar;d engagbd Tommy's assistance. Tommy
told the priest he wm.lld have the job finished on the
next day and proved trua to his ward. The priust
picked.up the she.rpsnsd saw at the. B.rranged-time and
brought 11: back .across 'the pond' to Black Dxamond Bay

with him. However, a’short while later the prlest

returned to Tommy 8 house and complained, “You've done

“:a marvelous job of sharpening-the blade, Tommy, but I'm

afraid you've sharpened it on'the wrong side.”

Tommy, who also had. a reputation for being sométhing
of a 'charactet,t raplied, “I'm very sorry, Father. I
thought. that you wanted me to sharpen it on this side.
I guess ‘I should have gone over, to your side and
aharpanad it

lHers. in humourous form, the relationship between

‘two sides of ‘a single object, on the one hand, and the




relationship between Black Diamond Bay and 'the cove,’ on
the other, ase made equivalent. .Many other similar
examiples were recorded during my stay in the commnity,
all of which were said in jest. The examples obviously
indicated that there is indeed a tendency for both the
people of 'the cove' ‘and Black Diamond Bay to see them-
seivas as comprising a single community, regardless of
the formal political distinction. '

v - DHE'SHOPS'

Eaph of the neighbourhaods :mto which Black Diamond
Bay is divided: is serviced by a small 'shop,’ most’
frequently a built on addition to the owner's. home.
The *shops® ‘are small, family-operated retail cutlets
where people may r‘nske'purchases of incidental items such
as milk, bread. and margarina. con.feqtions such as potatu
chips E-nd choculate bars. and ‘small 1uxury items such as
cxgarettss .

The people of a particular neighbourhood ususl].y
deal with the 'shup' 1oaatad in their own’ “neighbourhood.
Tha»rslatiqnship. however, is by .no means an all-exclusive

one, but is rather a rélatiomhjp of convenience. If one

1s in another neighboyrhood, perhaps visiting a friend or °




. but a5 there were nio shells about, it was nec
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kinsmen, and.in want of nigaratfes. one simply goes to
the 'shop' in that neighbourhood and purchsses‘ them.
The people of Black Diamond Bay Seen +6 hold no belief
that one should be loyal to one's neighbourhood ‘'shop.*
It thus seems that a ‘d.istinst'ian is made between the
exchange relatigiship that is involved here ahd the
personal relatxonsﬂip.

That the ralstianship hatwaan a shopkeeper and: his

customer in their respective: roles as buyer ang seller is

: kept separate from the. persnnal ralatmnship ‘between tha i

’ ‘two is aunply nlustrated in an’ incident I personally

abssrved auFing ‘the caurse of; ny ieldwork in the

ccmmumty. g

On a very warm summer a!’tumaan one. of ‘my infomanta A
and 1 were.visiting some kinsmen: of his wh0‘~reaidad !
in.a neighbaurhood du‘farant fram his own. As the

X weather was quxte balmy with not- a-trace of .fog about,

iend suggested tha’c it would be a, fine opportunify

o g0, 'Gut behind® on thé barrehs for some target -

'\ practice o help him limber up for thé'aipp‘roachmg’

par’t.z-idge season. He bortowad his causin's shotg\m,

. us to purchase them ‘along tha way. .

Howaver. uw n-:.emi and tha shopkeeper down the road




- from his cousin's house were ‘not. speaking’. as a result.

. outcome: by. sj_mply avoiding eachother.’, . g

going into the 'uhop' hi.maol
but ‘the- enmity‘ between he and shopkeepor ud not at au

Sy -

of an incident which occurred some weeks prior that had-

left them in a relationship of.enmityl. The shopkeeper -~

had done what virtually everyone in the entire community
had felt wu a grave huustice to'my I‘riend'a bmthnr,
and hance, to his medinta rani]y as well. If tha two
were o meet in public they ‘would have been all but ]

_o'bliged to come to h].cms over the iasun, s0 M; was best

for all canoernad tlult they m‘event Such a distnat fu].

5 Th:le situation sffsctiVely praventud ny triend frou

o purchlu “the shaih. 5

pracludu his -doing businoss with him if it could be ]
acconpnshcd mam‘-,tu. I}.thout a second thought n°the

’latt:r. he gave some noney %o one nf -his cousln'u,young

sons *thnkb the purehn- in his ntead. -Although ‘he
and the shopkeeper were .'not speaking, ' -the exchangs -

y rsntimup was seen as: uo-ahmv dut!.nat from ralati.ng

ta ths man m mrsm.




i right discussi .

. self-sur 1c:lsm: mastn- of ,Ms own: t‘ate. rea.‘lly should

not be forcad te’ bon‘ow.

necessity. frum 1dea1 noms The borrnwing of ‘money-

mamohd }say

batween a: shopkee

that credit Yerns' are very easuy arranged

and- his »cns_tqmers. gll of whom are’

‘very well.known to him. If one senis a:child to the '

éhop' fbr'qpankagé of. cigarettes, foi“ﬂﬁsta.née, and

* one daes not: h&ve the; ‘cash on: hand to- ik for them, one. Rt
simply auke the shopkeeps :

o 'mrk it down’ and “the:

i transactmn is’ me.de ona crudit basls W‘hen ona later :

both men and women,
but it is even more particular].y the case i for men,’ ;

: Once asain, this relatss back tu the important emphasis

placsd upon tha 1deals of indapandsnoa and autunomv An, - %

defining manhood in” Black Dia.mohd Bay. ‘A man, ag'a

. Dsapita These 1deals hnvrevax-, we once .more discover

thac actual soci&l bahav;at tende to diverge. of.

(as ‘well as the oredit terms betw




to a fairly l-arga extent‘ among friends within-a close-knit

‘crowd.! " However, this divergence of actual behavior
t‘n;in the professed ideals is in a sense counteracted, or
disguised, by a rigorols. practice of secrecy and closed-
mouthedness about borrowix:xg and 1end:'mg. S;me ethno=

graphic examples will serve ‘to ‘make the po:mt clear.

One night while I.was a.t one of the local 'clubs'

w1th several Black Diamond ‘Bay men; one of our 'cruwd.

. .Tohn Black, realizing it was soon his tum to buy a’
round ‘of drinks, disccversd ‘that he had left his wallet,
con'cainim; a1l h).g money, at home. He waited until I was

‘t}-m gnly person left sitting at the table -and then
" quickly explai.neﬁ his predicament to me before the others
returned, ukmg if he could borrow five dollars until
s 4 he retumed from wnrk on the following evening. In
* 1 true leck Diamond Bay, style, I pussad him ths money
; ] under’ the table so that-onlgokers would not be aware of
the tz-a.nsactian. The lending-borx‘awing relationship is

daemad personal, so it should never be exposed before the

puhlic eye. : e
v J° On another night Jim Browny also a member of the .
¢ o same 'crowd' with which I was-associated, entered one
‘of the 'clubs' where we were gafhgrsd. ‘waved his hello,

. but rather than join us, he stood alone at the bar,




‘chatting with -the owner. I later.stopped to “*pass the

time of day' with him a.nd in the process suggested he

join us. He declined, explaining to me that.since

people wérs‘ bwing rounds of drinks and he could not

afford to reciprocate, he would .prefer to asmain where

hé was. He did not want anyone to think of him as-a’

“obum. ¥
& 5

On yet another night, Wayne Green was hoping to

borrow $100; £rom-the owner of the 'club,’ a man who made

1t a practice to lend cumpaz-atively 1ax-ge sums of ° money.

so tha‘t he could go shopping. in St. John's on the

following afternoon. He stood at the bar ta].ki_ng and

-exchanging jokes and gossip f‘or a full two hours before

he managed to get the owner of ‘the place s.lcne for a few

minutes to borrow the money.. He would not have considered

borrowing the money under any other circumstanges.
These examples serve to illustrate the géheral

practice of borrowing and lending money as it occiirs i

- Black. Diamond Bay. It always occurs in a one-to-one -

-situation as a personal interchange between two
individuals and is kept as much ds possible from the
awareness of others. The two men involved in the
exchange have ‘very likely stood.ix;"exaqtly reversed

positions vis-a-vis one another (i_.‘e.. the lender as'
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borrower and vice-versa), so there is no feeling between
them that one party is in any sense dependent upon the
other. To:the parties involved the situation simply
amounts to a case of friend assisting friend a‘nd nothing
more. The transaction is kept- from the eyes of others in
80 far as possible because of the possibility that others
might interpret tha éituatioq differently. " Borrowing
noney could possibly adversely,reflect itself back upon
a man's publ‘i;: mhge of ‘independence. . o
i'he em'phasis in l.'zuch_exchs.nggs.. and.one might well
{qciude all oﬁ:er ea&chaqxgés. whef:her of ‘goods or
services, is up.on "balance” (Sahlins 1965; 196884-85).
As- Chairamonte (1970) noted for Newfoundland's South
Coast, mqst men keep a veryrcareful jntgmal ledger of
all their ‘debts and obligations, and usually -repay their
social and material debts at the first available
oppqrtu'n.‘ify.y Most men like to say with pride and
self-satisfactions  "I'm beholdin'/oblf‘tgedﬁo no one." "
Af the same time, iaowever_, f}_na emphasis on balance,
despite its very. important position, is to some extent
d;aguised in public ideology. Most exchanges are trente&
as: ir thqy'wére actually "generalized exchanges,'; to
again use Sahlin's fnypology.v Most men, gi‘ve‘ as if the )
thought of repayment simply ‘never occurred t§ them, and
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in many cases, especially when the amount, object, or
service is very small, would never consider directly
‘nskix@ for repayment, for repayment is the responsibility
of the borrower. The temporary imbalance in a relation-
ship through indébtednass is glossed over by

de-enphasizing the fact that the borrower owes

something to-the lender,

. This leads one to ask the question: what happens in
‘the case that someone. fails to repay a debt,. either
through forgetfulness or w:.llful neglect? . In’ the case
Voi‘ furgetmlness, ny 1n1’omam;s stated. that they might
hint at’ the debt as a subtle reminder of it, or that they ‘
would perhaps ask the borrower for of the same amount of °
money in hopes that he would then recall the debt and
:séttle‘ i;i-. However, the failure to repay debts thriough
_forg;tfulnsas rarely oceurs because,.though the men of
Black Diamond Bay outwardly act very carefree with lending
mox{ey, buying rounds of drinks at the 'cl‘ubs,' “and &0
‘forth, 'they at the same time maintain a very careful
assessment of the situation and where they stand vis-a-
vis other men. Persons who show relatlively consistent
negligance by failing to repay debts, or by fauing to.
return the generosity _ox’ others where drinks are

concerned, are soon 'caught on to' (discovered) as
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‘oute® (siy or deceitful) and may very well earn the
reputation 'bum.' I gathered from my informants
comments that the term 'bum' holds. meanings akin to

nfreeloader” or “parasite." It thus indicates a lack
of i and self: pect and the. inability to

stand upon one's own two feet, so it stands opposed to
the qualities ‘esse\ntial to manhood -in Black Didmond Bay.
1;c alsn‘ indicates 'ri\}:ing advantage,' a f_or’m, of ; v E
behavior that is'.considered ﬁorallx reprehensible.

T,]“ threa‘t of gnséip gnd the .stigmé of.a bad réputntipn,
then,” serves a3 a very' ef:‘eqti"v‘l.s insirance that debts
will be repaid, in'most’ cases, within a reasonably
acceptable period of time. Most men in Black Diamond
Bay are concerned abuutvn‘mint'aining. their good *names*

amongst their fellows.

HOUSES AND OUTBUILDINGS
Thé hotdes of Black Ditmond Bay. tend ‘o be clustered
together in s;nlul groups, with a relatively greater
distance betwes;’l cl;xsters than between the individual -
nouses within a cluster. This ssttlemsnt pattern
results from a tendéncy in the Past, as well as in the

_present, but to a lesseriextent, for sons, and
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occasionally daughters, to establish households in close
praximity to their fathers and brothers, ideally within
the same garden. This tendency towards patrilocality
was a function of the utilization of agnatic, ties in the
traditional ihshora fishery as discussed in detail by
Nemee (1972): Todéj:;‘however. with tghe decline 01"\. the
traditional inshove fishery, there seems to be a small,
but- seemingly growing trend toward neolocal residence
after mmiage.

‘The hqusea themselves are prima;‘i.ly twa-storey
wooden stmctures, brightly painted, surrounded 'by a
white-washed picket fence, and with a small vegetable ; -
‘garden in close proximity, Bach has a front’door leading
into ‘the hallway adjacént to the *parlour,! and a back
or side door which leads into a back porch directly )

adjacent the kitchen. The front door is very rarely

u:;ed and quite‘often there are no steps leading up to
it. The back or side door, simply called the “back door'
" Whether locatéd at the back or the side of the houde, is.’
'univers'aliy the ‘main entrance. ’ ' 3 )
‘Outside. most of t_he older homes in Black Diamond Bay
one still-Tinds the 0ld. 'stores.' : These are fairly

large outbuildlngs Which were essential to a household's

‘very survival in the recent past, ‘The 'stores,' as the
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name implies, were necessary for the storage of meat aﬁd
. produce in the days when the community was all but
self-sufficient in the production of items necessary
for subsistence. Vegetables, fish meat, hay, and purchased
items such.as sugar, flour, tea, and molasses.could not
be pro¢ured on a da&-to;day basis as they can today, so
a hoqsshn}d had to 'beu:sure. to. *put up* la;gg duantities
of these i‘)i‘é‘duo’ts to ensure. them a supply for the. ,entire
year. Failire fo ‘put, up' ‘sufflotent supplies for:the
- winter, when coastal navigation.c“lag'ed.f-&ymuld place &
hvm‘xsaho‘id, or possibly’the entire Gommunity, in grave :
<\ dh:fger‘ of starvatiéq. Such a hofren&ous prospect faced .
the people of Twilingate, for instance, in the winter of
\\16915 following' the boollapse of the qufouz\dland ‘banks
(The: paily News Dec.'2k, 189kik). : o
The #stores are mich less essential today when the
community no’longer approaches s;elr-surﬁ_ciency,'y}hben,
purchases of. food ar_e ‘nade on a weekly, bi-wee}gly; oy,
monthly basis, and when uneﬁpléymaigt insurance and ‘welfare
payments stand as profgciion against utter destitution.
Many of the *stores' are now uséd_tn'éipre'dnly'sméu
quantities of food, ‘their main function being.as a
storage ‘place- for old furniture, small b:ata, fishing

gear, and so forth. Many of them have no Vduxjrpnt use at
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all and have been entirely removed, or else have been
allowed to fall into complete B.nd utter ruin. These
latter buildings, standing bare and grey with age, are
a stark, lingering reminder of days gone by.

Very 1ittle of the tra;litibnal inshore fishery is
now conducted by Bladk Diamond Bay men, so very few
ccntinus‘ to vms.,intain fishing rooms in a good state.of

repair,- Those who do ontinte to fish ‘do so ‘Trom *the

cove,'a streteh of. ‘beach in a heighbouring c(’zmnun‘ity.v

»_Just a rew niles awdy, and new have their fishlng Trooms

located there. -0n'the beach of Black Dia.mond Bay, Just

"a matter of yards from the. never ending ¢rash of the

"surf, are scattered the ruins of old fishing rooms.

Some still stand, grsy vuth age and continuous \

deterioration Trom wind, rain, and sea sait, as | =
recognizable, thoigh deserted buildings. Of “the .
majority of Fishing rooms only the remrnts of rotted
posts rising a foot or so out of the sand and rock

remain as a mute reminder of the ‘times when the

) tx‘adinonal inshore fishery.and its accompanying social

organizatian was'd living, vibrant way. of life = _of the

times when "cod . was: king."




Chapter II
Transformations

As has been the case with so many other rural E
viuagaa aiong the vast expanse. of the rugged Newfound-
1and coastli.m. _the means by which the. peoyla of
Black Diamond Bay gain, their nvalihnod has h-an quite °*

‘fundamentally Alterad_ in recent:years, pgryioularly

sihce Newfoundland's entry into the Canadian Confeder-’

ation in 1949. 'In assessing the datal, oné'is drawn L
‘ quite forcefully to the conclusion: that there has been
i . 3

of the g

1y nﬂtom
infrastructure. = w

-, .CHANGING SOURCES OF LIVELIHOOD

Even a -cursory examination of the'census data shows
very clearly that the -i.ngta.y of the Black Diamond Bay
economy has been ° the 'inlh?;re.'ﬂshery, .combined with. the
e and animal pre

ulnu-solla R )duction of
for. hou.!ehold nm‘uunptinn. !‘or by flr the grea est
portion of 1ta relutsvely 1ong histoz’y. From 1535
. through to 1901 wa find thxt the entire papulltion nf

ey
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the community were either directly ifvélved in the
inshore fishery, or else were directly dependent upon
it for their subsistence. In fact, it is not until the
Gensus of Newfoundland and Labrador, 1911'that we find
this pattern beginning to change. At that time there

is one person recorded as being empioyeﬂ by the
government, ‘and a total of eighteen (18) other persons
1isted as “otherwise employed.* ‘Indeed, the very use.of
a category with the cryptic. title “otherwise emplayed"
underlines the great ;mportance of".the inshore ishery
a,t that ppimf in ‘time. : The -economy was, at such & low " .
degres -of qiversi-ricauqnz' tx;t a differentiation of -
categories other than that'of fisherman wes.not at all
nu(_:esstu'y—; :

The importance of the Census of Newfoundland. and

Labrador, 1911 1lies in that it marks the beginning of
" gcériomic, diversification. ir Black Diamond Bay, and

correspondifigly, the initial begifnings of a >

fundamental trnnsformation of its. sconmic urgunization. -

It must be very strongly emphasized, howevar that the i+

transf ion ¢ at an ai v slow mta

up until a Scant few decsdes ago. Newfoundland's

stmtegic _poaition during world War II, and its

subsequent confederation with Canada’ after the term-
g %0 BERE
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ination of the war, were two major factors in accelerating
the trend toward modernization of the economy and its
concommitant economic diversification. Prior to the war
the sta.ndard‘ of living in Newfoundland had ‘been only

one half to one third that of the rest of English
speaking North America (Cohen _191031557. ), the incidence

of beri-beri and tuberculosis was “appalling® (cf.

Lord Ammon 1944:13), the coat of 1ivins was about 30%

‘higher than in canada (Hauston 19103.279-230), and, the

‘- gross per capita production of. the Newfoundland ﬁ.sher- s

men was estimated at abnut a scant $100- (Lodga 1938 1480), - ——
British Conmissioner Miomas Lodge described “the situation
in the following manner:

Certainly one-third, perhaps one-half of the pop-
ulation of the island are living under conditions
for which it would be difficult to find a .
parallel outside the more squalid partsh of the
Balkans - underfed, ill-housed, scourged by. .
tu‘berculosia -and hopeless (1938:1475). -

For Nawi'oundland. World War II-was & time of unequaled

_prosperiety. Some 20,000 menwere emplojed in the

construction of military bases ‘while the inshore fishery.
‘boomed as comp__etif‘ian from the Sc:andinavisn -countries was
eliminated by German occupation (Housteon l9‘+_3|280).
Purthermore, B.nd‘ pefhaps more impor‘t&nt]y, Neyrfoundlandérs
were 'sxposedyto’the higher standards of liv.irk current
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in Canada and the United States of America, and few had
any desire to return to the hardships of the pre-war
d&ys. .

In the Census of Newfoundland and Iab , 1921

'there were 125 persons 1isted as being directly mvolved
in the eutuhing and ‘euring of fish in’ Black Diamond Bay. .
‘l‘his figure ;Ls for a.total 301 peraons and represents
roughly b2og of the entire population. il’éwever, 89.

persons between tha ages. of 5 and’ 15 yenrs were recordad ;

in the eensus as. attanding school, 'S0 thaue may 'be

suhtractad from the tocal popu]ntian to give n bettur )
idea of the 'l:otal available population whieh would

“identify themsalves s " fishermen." This.bcomus to some

212:persons, -of which the 125 -persons engaged direotly

in the fishery répresents,spme 58.5%% If-we further
subtréct the number of *paufers® and the " crippled and
Aaisabled* the ‘percentage rises to 62. 5%. - Finally, by
acauunth‘ng for the _persons, both male and: Tenale, who

. Were ‘st that time too advanued 1n lge tn be participating

dirsc‘cly 1n tha fishery. -or else: wez-e oo young to either

catch or cure ﬂ.sh or to attand school, we. find that ‘the
dugree of direct invulveman’c in the Tishery iust have

amounted 'to at-least 80% of the avnlahle workrorce.

There can 'be no: doubt, thsn. that at “that “time the trad-




' .years. category wag about &

itional’ inshore ri’shsry was indeed } very. important

eomponmt of the local sconomy. . 5 : %
Ag&in. much the same connlusion my be drawn from an

analysis of the data- presented in the Census ‘of New-

foungland ang' Labrador, 1935. At that “time, homever,

no record was g:Lvan a8 to the nu.m’ber or persons

directly invulvad in the catching arnid : cur.lng of: fs.sh, 80

we must manipulata the !tglu‘es ‘Which are, pz-ovidsd in,

order to arrive:at'a reasonabtrﬁshmite.T fﬁif’ﬁl—"“r

~ the. tctal pnpulatiun of, the comuxﬂty nmmmted to 384

: psrsons. -2660f whom ‘iers - older thah‘ 10 yuts of. 980- .

" At the same time, g:hare wer'e: 80 pex-s ns hetween ‘the ‘ages K et

of 5'and 15 years who were attsnding sc.‘noo].. ‘Assuming
o y

that there wez-e syproximntsly aqual numbers sttending

school in. the 5-10 years and the 10-15 years age graupa.

the number: of peréa_ns: a_tfandi;:‘i school- in the 10-15
These nay Be sﬁhtuét’ed

from the 266 to yisld a: totnl of. 226 peraons ‘older: than

. ,15 .years. of sg and nnt“clausuiad us sohool children. 1

vSubtrac'bi.ng from ;this fig‘ure ths 6 ersons 1 tad aa

‘being either mentnuy or phy!ically disa'bled. we a.re ieft

with a. tntal of 220 persms . . ey

Now the da‘taA for” 1935° nsvs a tutal ©of. 34 dories and

.. 20 motor boats.’in Black Diamond _Bay.‘ It 4s admittgdly,
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tha.n 55% ‘sinice the, ﬂsur! mak
"that there were 34 dMeu':_u Slack ‘Diamond. Bly in 1935,

" fisnery.’

. ‘!hore c;-aw.' one woman’ fnr leach. of the ﬂnhomn. then”

Ao’ chtohing dna m-x.ng of ‘£ishi

| some three-fourths,

o v 3 N i :
very difficult to estimate the number of persons directly
- i . x

employed in, the inshore fishery:from such scanty data,
but we Can nevertheless siae’ very clearly that the
figure must have still baen quita lArga in relation to -

*If we estimate three

~the totll tvau-bl.. vmrkfarc

“fishermen !‘oz- each of the noiorbolt- lnd. in th,

- have an .atmm 120. p‘a’raons involved directly in
_‘Tbig’géura ruptesents
about 55% of, the: 220 ptrsdm w&- 15 years 'of age, a.nd i :, e

_not uhasifi‘d au‘scmw’ ul-ﬂldun. Actunl pnrticipctim i

1.n the' inshore" fishery

1 on, must )uve bcm far grenter
no use. of tha information

lnd it dou ot Accmmt tor those pu-uwu tco ulvlncoﬂ

!h\u avet a

v.r’ mﬁm ost!-ta Imll!l i.ndioltl tblt at the least

Vor uxen -ore. of the workforce

nrs lt “that t!.n dkntly engaged -in ‘the inshors - E

The oontimu.ng anortl.nuo of the i.nh)lora fiahery
‘during this particular period is: ftt-atod to’ by the-
acccmnts off my .tnxomntu who were, themselves " ngaged
in ﬁ.shlng at the time. 'l'hc tislnx-y in: thn hmadilte\

S |
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vicinity of Black Diamond Bay was very rugged and
' arduous, particularly since the constantly rolling surf
made the landing of catches difficult, but it was
ertheless quite pr u "Everyone was fishin®

,then," one of my informants clﬂ-pd. People ;vsre
even taking on sharemen from outside 'the place.’
The -data. puuntad in. the canlu! of' Newfoundland

" and Iabrador, lﬂi for' the’ nnn.l year of World War II

. dre-also-difficult ta'sntorprot. At that time, 20 2

dox‘-igrian& 25 motor boats were listed for the community
of Bl‘xek -Diamond Bay, vih;en pnpu].ltion l;ld by that tilia
risen to bzz persons. Thus, in a perlod\o{ 10 years
the population had rlsan by rmxgh],v 10%, while in the
suo period the total number”Gf boats had declined by
approximately 17%. However, the number of traps nnd
r;ete in use in Black Diamond Bay had risen by about 19%,
from a total of 31 in 1935 to 37 in 19'1;5. and the total.’
number of motor boats had increased by 25%.
As T have previously noted, the war years and the
period immediately after World War II was a time in
. \;vhioh_ wage-ldbour, for. example, at the nearby American
Armed Forces Base in Argentia; was more readily available
" than it Had ever been in the phst. Approximately 20,000
jobs were q\fp’i)’liéfi at the peak of construction




(e.g., Houston 1943:280), while even into the 1950s
the servicing of the bases could be oans‘idered”
Newfoundland's fourth largest industry ‘(Time Laggzin;
60145, November 17, 1952; New York Times, October 23,
1955:12). As. late as 1958 the bases still provided

employment for some 4,000 Newfoundlanders. 'However, as

the census of ‘1945 indicates, the availability of wage-

labour.seems.not to have sighificantly altered Black
Diamond Bay's participation in .the insho;e fishery to

-any great ei:tent; ua.ny men from:Black Diamond Bay, of

c'o'urse/, ~took a‘d‘van‘tage of .the opportu.ni_ty to earn a
cash tncome during the winter months at the Argentia
base! Most retumed to the summer fishery, at Least
initially, until a complete move to' wage-labour became

'reaslible. For many men, wage-labour seemed & much more .

attractive option than the rugged life of a fisherman.
One man who had. turned twenty during the early years of

the war”/put it this way=-
E 7 .

Fishin' was no life,.my son. My poor old.father,
‘rest his soul, spent-his whole life at it and
never had anything to show for it. -We were bettex‘
off than a lot of poor people, I suppose, -
because we always had plenty to.eat and a good
roof over our heads, but we alk had to work -
from dawn-to dusk for that much.’ ‘And ‘you should
have seen his hands. They were 8o :rough, boy,

he could have sanded down & board. with them.
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Like many other men.in Black Diamond Bay, this man
remained involved in the inshore fishery until the 5
opportunity of migratory wage-labour, . supplemented by
income from unemployment insurance, finally presented
itself.

In the nine years that passed between 1945 and
1954 we find thevmos.t drastic alteration. in the
_"economic organization of Black Diamond Bay in its

history. In 195% (Head 1953)&‘5 find thet'a’ sodnt
seven men from ‘the community were anolved in the
full-time pursuit of ths inshore fiaher,y out of.a total
" population of about uaz persons (Duminian Bureau of
Statistics 1963). There weré.no figures available as
to the. breakdown -of the populatiop’ into age groups or
other relevant categories, so it Vwould' be folly to ’
attempt an approximation. of‘ t‘ha availubla Qlorlgf_orce. at
. that time. However, in compar‘i;wn with the-figures.«
alrea;ly pres:entsd.‘we see. thit the number of pérsons
directly - :anolved ‘in- the inshnrs fiahery hmi been |
v’quite dzmtically decreassd. while the available w‘ork-
force had likely innreaaed at a normal rate“‘. thrs
particlpatiun in the inshore fishery had tmditionsuy
_ maintained & leve:L of 80% or moz-a, it had by 195’6 )
decreased to a level nf participation that was vex'y
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.
likely less than 20%. It is clear that at that point
in history, the inshore fishery was no longer the

_mainstay of the local economy. »

By 1961 the number of full-time fishermen had once
again risen to a total of 41 (Head 1963), for a
population which had by that .yime reached a total of

‘599 persons (Dominion Bureau of Statistics 1963).

This does not represent.a trend back to the -dominance .
of ‘the inshore fishei-y in t}‘xe local _ecmiomy,‘ although
'participgﬂon did indeed -increase significantly- (a

*six-fold increase in seven years). Rather, the great
resurgence of fishing activity was primarily a part of
a tem];om;y province-wide response to soaring
unemployment in t);e late 19508 and into the 1960s
(Wadel 1973:10-11). Por many men, the fishery was
no Longer seen-ds the focal point of their yearly round,
but rather as a s’phrce of ‘livelihood which one ‘could
fall back upon when wage-labour. was not available.

Pinally, during the summer of 1977, the period in
which I, completed my fieldwork in' Black Diamond Bay,
only one crew from the community, a father and two
married sons, continued to piérsue the inshore _fisrfw
on a full-time basie.: Of course, thére was some

speculation that the number of persons.involved in the
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fishery -might very well rise during the next few years,
especially since the fishery had turned out to be
psrticula;'ly profitable that summer. However, as one
of the elderly men of the community put it:

It's a lo} easier to say you're goin' fishin®

Togethor noweatasys, “Mo Henery had Lie.day

from what I can see of it. :
Even if the fishery were to again increase in importance,
which geems likely to be. e case, its character will
certainly be very different. Max}w persons Fointed out.
%o me that it is’ beconing increasingly difficult to put
togethier'a crew in the manner in which it had, .
tz'ilditionnl}y been done, namely, 'alnng agnatic linea‘
(described in detail by _mmevcb 1972). Today a man
interésted in the fishery often firids that many of his
close male kin, the category most logical (by local
standards) to choose a-crew from, have either moved
avay- fron the community, are simply not interested in
fishing, or are -already involvegl in .some ‘other type of
émployment, -the seourity of which they may be '
unwilling to surrender in fa\‘wur'of gambling (in both -
physical and economic terns) on the fisheries. .

In summary, the dﬁta thus rA_r i:resented show very
.clearly that the.economic ar_ga.nizati?n of the village of

e y
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Black Diamond Bay has been quite fundamentally altered
during the past few decades. From its genesis in
production focused upon the inshore fishery, and with '
its long history of fishing as both a means of gaining
a livelﬂ_mod and as a way of "life, the community has
now entered a new era where the inshore fishery is but

one"element in a more differentiated econcmic base.

" If & regeneration of the ‘inshors fishery is in store

for ‘the future, 1t will clearly be & new style of
fishery, and with it &new style of life. The death
knell has already ‘been tolled on; the traditional form

of Drganizat:.on.

. >
CASUAL AND "SPORT" FISHING

Although Black Diugond Bay's direct participation
in the traditional inshore fishery has in recent years
decreased, to a point of comparatlve insignificance,

.fishing still plays a role, albeit a very minor one,

in the 1loeal economic organization. ~We are here
refex-x-ing to the exyloitatiun of the fishery resource,
not. for the ms.rket b\xt purely for . consumption within
‘the household unft, or ‘the extan@erl fanily.

\ Seversl men from the coqnm}xifc_y, who indeed form a




.
¢ very small minority, continue to maintain in-a gqod state
i of repair at least a minimum of fishing gear which they
put to' use from time to time to ‘obtain fresh fish for
the table, and perhaps & small store for the winter
i months. 1In the evening, or on a Saturday. when the weather
is -favourable, these men 'sometines go out for a few
hours jigging with their sons, a few of their male.
kinsmen, “or a.fmhsu friends. There are other
men who mintain short - trswla which they cheok for fish
and ra-ba:.t ‘each narning and again just betore. or- just
after, the e\r\ani.ng‘meal., ‘either‘ case; the.catch is -
generally quite ‘small, but they enjoy fhe activity,
despite the fact that some other people may be inclined
to interpret it as an indication of poverty (a similar
observation ‘has been made regarding gardening and animal
husbandry by. Philbrook 1966150), and it supplies them
with ﬁ:tesh fish. "Some of the men who maintain trawls
ncquirs a supply -of fish sufficient to last them through
. the entire winter, or a mjcu: portion the?eor. One of
P . [ the men engaged in such casual fishing informed.me uzg\
the supply of cheap fish: amasasd _in the previous seasun
had ‘been au.t’ticient %o allow his family two: or three meals
of ‘fish per week all throl;gh the winter ‘and into the
n;xt éeasqn. He r;oted v}i‘th §ride that this had been a
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¢

significant comtribution to the fanily income,Vind he
claimed that it had virtually paid for a deep freeze
unit they had bought.
Hoy!ever,’ the number of men who continue to fish on
a casual or supplementary basis is really very small,
so0 thé activity does not encompass ‘a significant portion
of the total population of the village. Of the men who
do not participats in the. activity, some claim that
they simply do’not have the time to becomé involved in
casual fishing, whila others ‘claim that.the ﬂma and
‘hard mboux- xnvolv;d is much to’ great to! be offset by
thg benefits. \Jmlssa, of course, one is dxjiven to it by.
necessity. .
Other fishing aativities which contribute to the
household economy, but which ara primarily a "sporting™
or leisure activity, are 't;‘outing' ‘and ‘catching *

salmon.' Both trout and salmon are considered ‘delicacies,
5 Y

both being very highly rated as ‘tasty’ food. However,
from my own observations and’ fr;)m the statements’ of . .
many people in.the commnity, T learned that *trouting
and - 'catching salmon’ are. no*ioﬁger practiced to nearly
the sme extent to which they have been in the recent
past. .One of .the major functions of these fishing
sctivitiea in the past. wa.s that they px-avlded men with
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an opportunity to socialize with their friends in an
all male atmosphere both before and after the fishing
season. Whereas the inshore fishery was an activity .
undertaken by agnates (at lea’st ideally) who were often

of different ‘races' (generations or age levels),

‘trouting’ and ‘catching salmon' were activities pursued .

by age-mates who usually had little time to socialize
toff¥ther during the arduous fishing season.

However, most men today 8eem to prefor newer ahd

155& utranuou! activities. such as simply remaining at .
héme in i‘ront of ‘the teievisiun set, or else goine 0
one' of the 1ocs.1 telubs' for soms ‘beer and oonversation.
As indlcated in the preceding chﬂptez‘. ‘the 'ulu'ba,' in
some respects reminiscent of "men®s houses," have
managed to supersede most other male social events in-
plroﬁijmnce. They have become perhaps the most important
arena for male-male sucﬁl h?taractian.

HUNTING AND GATHERING

The role played by hunting and gathering in the
lgeal economy of - Black Diamond Bay is also grsntly
reduced frmn the role it seems to have played in the

past., For many hw\\séholda j,ts significance is quite
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negligible, or else simply not.a factor ;t all, while for
some other households wild game foodstuffs continue to
play a relatively important role as ‘a supplement to the
family income.. However, the latter type of household
is now far more tﬁe exception than the general rule, as
today A greater proportion of the population has reither
the time nor the<inclination to take part in such activities.
The most productive way .of discussing hunting and §
gathering activities and their .rsduced significance is
o separately: examins their major _sﬁbchTanriés. These
are: a) big 'ga‘ne ahinals; b) 'small game anzmais,
©) ‘edible berries, ‘and d) wood cutting.
a) Big game animals.. According to most 'peopﬁ in and
around Black Diamond Bay, moose And caribou ha.ve_ always
. (although moose was not introduced to Newfoundland until
1908) been plan%ifpl thruughouj: the area. During my

sojourn in the community there was a herd of caribou,
estimated as numbering some 2,000 animals (but by n'ow“
much larger), located in an aréa of i:he-bgix-rens a
scant several miles rxiozl’t‘}le community. - The hsrci»wa‘s
a central topic’of cgnvorsat’i‘:.m_ throughout the-area,

- ' .and. virtually everyone remarked upon its sigze, claiming
that 1t was at least as big, or bigger, ‘than any herd

they :had evét encountered in ‘the’ region.. .




As for the incidence. of moose, the reports tended to
be conflicting. Some claim that they are not nearly as
plentiful as in.the past, while others argue that there
is really no ditference in the numbers of moose in the
area now as compared to, say, twenty or thirty years ago.
Despite the difference of opinion, hweyar. the few men
who continue %o -spend considerable time in the
wilﬁemssu. and who were thersfore more. reliable, were
a1l in agreement. that moose were by 'no @ians scarce; and
aré perhaps even more plentiful thgxx they have ever:
been.  The sightings of bmoosa, or of *moose .droppings®

. (fecas). were reparted to be Very common, paz-troularly

in the 'Fall of ‘the year.'
Despite the plentitude of these large game animals,
there was-a general consénsus that the availability of

_the meat of these animals is now:greatly reduced -from

what 1t had been in the not too distant past. This
seems to be the result, essentially, of two interacting
ractprs, namely, 1). the vexi'st.snna of ;n;creasingly A .
stricter hunting regulations, and 2) the existence; in
©close proximity to the village, of a watchful enforcement
soey. cwi - s

. In order to legally bag a moose or caribou one must

N
have a proper iicence’ Since these are distributed




throughout the Province in very limited numbers on the
’bgs;s of a lottery, only a very small number are
available tb the men of Black Diamond Bay. Furthermore,
to prevent, or to at least minimize the incidence of
poaching, there are a num'ber of game wardens who patrol
the area, as well-as an R.C.M:P. detachment louatsd in
a neighbouring community. Hence. the probability of

“oné béing caueht poaching, is rather high.. Because the

pa‘mlties involved‘in such éases may De .very: severe,
even for-a ttrst offendar, “the preasm:e of. enforcing #
bodies 1n the immediate area acts as’a sufficient ‘
daterrent to.” nny ‘would-be _poachers. s
That is by no means : to say that -pdaching is not
pmctiusd in tha area. On the contrary. poach.’mg still
occurs, but its. extent is severely curtailed by “the -
1mpgs-1tion and enforcement of legal aanctions. A man
who has no hunting licence realizes psrreotly weJ.l that

there are ga.ms ‘wardens :and "buckies' " (R.C.] H P.) in the *

-area:who wquld quickly confiscste his rinel.and bring”
hinm Before court whers he would likely receive a large

’ﬁne'wsra he ‘tu overstep the game regulations, go.most

men have very ].Lttle inclination.to accapt the risk andi

illegally )\unt game. .But at tha sa.ma time thsx‘e are d
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very sma].l number uf men who are wz.lling ta take the »
risks involved and who. in a sense, ook upon tha
situation as something of .a challenge, a fairly
exciting gane»of "cdt and mouse" with ‘the authoxji_ties.
Few pérsms hold such a-point af view eu-id alrendy som‘;.
“have been caught and heavily rined theraby adding
inght to. the datsrunt by “becoming vlell-known lacal

Ganezally spsakine. the scattered emylss of the

aching of: big game animals which I recorded seam to
he based primarily upon circumstanca rathax- tha.n upon . '
premeditat:.on. A detailed emmple should be sufﬁ.cient

“to outline ‘the poi.nt Iwish to maks hex-e.
Ai'tar work ‘one evening duri.ng the Fall of 1976

E '_ John Blue, a: Black Diamond my man’ or about, thirty

years of sge, had ‘taken & “young nephew of his into the
hartens to .do some. 'trouting.’ . They walked to'a pand .
lying about a mile &nd.a half rrm:; the 'road," where
after a shox"t ‘time ‘they" spntted a’large. 'bull moose
feeding on*a po;nt of higher graund at’ tha opposite -
‘end of tﬁe pond. A ahnrt while latez- John faignsd an .
d told his nephew thsy would have to

upse’c stomach
postpona their 'trouting' unt,u anothsr dw.
Huving deposited his nsphsw snfaly at hnme, John'




- immediately went to the.home of his first ‘cousin (FaBrSo)

5 _-&Ad 014 hin of ‘the sxghéing(n‘ the tiobse on the. B
: barrens. - Without. even wait:l.ng 10 eat; thsy srabbed
o their rifles and quickly prmceaclsd 1o the spatr where .

the sighting had e&rlier been made. T Just befoz-e :
nightfau they  found ‘and- dispatohed ‘the B.nimal. 2
[ e e Both men Fetuined ‘home;: hta a quick meal, und then
Co s retumed b0 the site of ‘the kill with-their fathers
3 nnd one nr John‘: ym.mger brathsrs. Being o&z-erul o

. avold detection, they ‘moved ‘the. arcass from tha
tox*e' ahnx-ed by .l‘ohn

3 bmans and relocated it 1:0 %

Sl s andi s ﬁathem ’J.‘he Fonainde "iof the night:was spent
and on ‘the: next nlght it was )

N BN e An snwing up th maat,
i divided up. lmongst the_ houdeholds that had taken part
: s 2 “in thé ‘adventure.,

4 § % The precadins example is: 5enera11y very. typicnl pt

Lol A mos't, of - the poaching. stories. T, vecorded: in Black Dlamond
Bay Lt is very mré hat .men’ will set uut

-deliberstely on an illegal hunti.ng sxpeditiun for




-.They (the herd) were all down by the side of
+the road today, just-about two or three gun-
shots away. . It'd be some tempting to go over
there with a good—.303 &nd lnock. one down,
bu‘s the wardens are watching . them like they s o W

was_gold.”And I.tell you, my som, you'd be-. s
better put shooting .me than one of them’ ! L
animals. You'd be. out ‘of jaxl a 101: quicksr

Y > for shuoting a/Christian.. /. e

g * 'Thig' seems.to be due to the opefration.of yet another

p

g : Yot :despite this und ei.mimxé ranark! upon the fo].ly or

i; poaching. incidents of the i.uegal taking of bs.g game N

Z s animals stnl occur. sometimas even by the very... i« P '
. B PN “

£ psraans who speak out againat it ‘on cther occasions LY i

i

!

I

"pnncipla," that of exploiting one's opportunities.

h . & Moose -and caribou meat are both very highly valued
+. ag food, ‘and"are both much hapder to obtain today tha.n

.-they. have been in' the past. mrthetmore, a relatively
1arga quantity. of meat obta:.ned rat the’ price of a
A shen' is a very signiﬁca.nt addltion to the house- -
. hold income. With these factors ;in mind. ma.ny men
0 . T ; rrom ‘the comunity would cnnsidé; it indsed very fool-
(R} 3 . ha.rdy to pass, up -the opyortunity of ta.king game
- illsgally wher 1t 1s easily at and; and whenthe.
S cham:ae ”& baing caught are minima}.. Qs one man saids
A5 e Y e Riache
J »armmd on the bog. 1
o Test I give Ithe impras‘sinn ’chat mos‘t men taks part
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vin poaching, and perhaps even "make" “their owﬂ n‘:itigating
circumstances in whichvthmal embs.rrasse(i by
passing up the npportunity of t&king a large supply of.
free maat. I should make 8 very 1myortant qual:ltying
_rsmark. In point nr fact. the nunber of men who
continie to g0 out on ":he barrens during the hunting

- season has been signiﬂcnntly reduced Ain recent years..'
The. stri.ngent game’rules and their active enforcame\nt
offer a partial explanation, but much more ‘seens’ ta be |

,' involved. Once .agai_‘n, it seems that many men prefer to
i‘nfego the aétivity in fayour of newer, less strenuous
ones.. ’ s

b) Sma.ll game animals. Rabbits. and va.giups species
of- gaine ‘birds sti31 abound in the Black Diamond Bay

. region. but dea:?e that fact, m‘any men, both young and—

old aliko, no longar show any: raal interest in hunting

and trapping these creatures. In the /past virtually all

able bodied men of the eommunity took!

yearly hunt.for birds, and ir thé.snaring’of rabbits.
. Today,"in c’ontiast, there is but .a 'smll crowd* who-#
omtinue to apsnd any apprwlabla amount or time .
involved 1n auch activ:l,tins‘ i
* From corweraing vlith people in the cnmmunity
\
’_'gnthared that hunting s.nﬂ setting 'slips' (rn‘hbit




* d‘oﬁmgunity. ‘Even tbé stories) auch‘a the weasel _#

snares) had been ii::portant mdle activities in former

years. This is supported by the observation thB;t men
- s%ill take great. pleasure in the opportunity to.relate
) g it 5

stories of: stra.nge or outétandlng chideht's that”

ahappened to tham, or to seusune thsy wete nccompanying

during such an activity. For sxample one man was said
to hava come ex’crema}y closs to uomertng a weasel

while hscld.ng hig rshbit 'sl1ps' shottLy after dark

one’ ysar

t In tha first ‘place, . the hunting and trappi.ng -of
small game was of considerable economic 1mpprtsnee in
that it provided the housahql‘s of‘the community with
a major supply'of fresh meat.. Given ‘that few such Atems
wefa mranabie for puréhas\e since 'few consumer go‘ods
were clrx‘led by the merchants (Vhdel 1969520), such
forms .af su’bsistence prnduetizm wers a‘bsolntely essential
to survival. | 2
In the aacond 'ana. hunt.tng and tnppipg also had

important prestige nents. ' For exnmpl\a, a‘man.who |

- was Apartigula'riy adept with'a shotgun. oxj at. choosing

good lBantians for setting his. snares,; vas i‘eéosnizad :

”for his supatiqz- sbllity and waa ramded ror it by,

gaining a b mn.].y on f : the




e

incmer{t cited previously, all contribute to an ‘image of
magculinity, so add to the reputat:‘lyori of those able to : \

tell the stories well é._nd' those of whon. the stories are

about.,

i In‘the contemponry situatiqn, ‘however, - the role ot F
'hﬁnting and trapping small wle animals, like many other
traditianal puruu:lts has haen signiticantly altered.
-The meh ‘who continue to avidly pursue these aotivities
; t;ll enjoy ‘them and'they are quick to.comment. upon the

- rsalinéS of rejuvenation and peace one attains after

spending a full-day, or even-an evening, walking around

for miies upon nilés on the desolate barrens. Thay :

claim that it is soothing. manly in an almost mystieal v
sens ahd that evgn ihe blisters, exhaustion, and leg

cramps ‘one. qomet:lmes _endures, particularly during the
initial part of the season, are well worth it.
‘ At tﬁs ‘same time, thsre are many more moﬁ who
prsfer to stay at home rather than tmp‘the“barrens.
- glm in hami. To tham tha act.wity is nothing more. than
’ strenuous wax-k. 80 they would sooner excuss themaalvas
fx-om ut anﬂ involve thamselves in aome other sctivity
i.ﬁ its 'btsad. This is perhaps more aspsuiany the' oaae.

: but by no means exclusivaly 80, far the youngsr .mef,

-

whose l.tkes and dielikes often d.o not con'sspond with
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those of their elds‘rs.‘ In reflecting upon that point,
one of the men of the community ‘who was known as a

good woodsman was drawn to ‘remark: .

r . 'Most of the young leuuws in the place these
i .days are not worth their salt. “If you put most
of, *em out on the mash (marshes .and barren: TR Ry,
and spinied 'em around a few times,. they wouldn't . ) wny
know whioh way home wag..-And even if they did : &5 o
", spot’ a few!.pattridge (partridge or willmv C W
wE . ptnmigan), there's some wouldn't kmow which . - w GB T
end the shiot pomas out of.; All they want 'to
o is drink bee: drive back and- forth’ the
Mshro m&kj.ng a 1loody nuisance of them- -
selved, fThat's all thay re ‘any good for..

Although biaged and exﬁggeratad. tha statement 1s Fo o
correct j_n a number of" respects. Thera were indead i
several young men in their mid-twen'cies that T met
who had never before rix;ed a 'shotgun, and’ another who - 3 : =
was.a 1ittls foarful of trying. ‘Many of the' youg
people of the cnmmnity, «unlike ‘theffr: elders, have
grown up with North Anerica.n radio and talavision.-

-, taking them for granted, sa hava begh miore greatly
expasa:l to-the urban, middle class lifestylea dupicteﬂ.
For muny of them hunting and trayping do not appear

pa.rticularly relevunt,_ or at least not aa releva.nt as’ y

 fast cars’and populpr luulc.

i . i

we once agﬂn enco\mtar what becomes a genarnl
trend throughout the data. Vulues ﬂf the’past are e
somewhat distinct rrom those of tha presmt. vand a
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rift seems to have developed between ‘the young and the

old - what many (e.g., Colman 1966:10) have refered to i ¢
as 3 "generation gap." We will begin to clarify this

and place it in its proper parspective in the next

chapter. . . &' . A

e) Edible berrial.'v In daya gone by vmm Black

i - Da.tlond Bny was gmsnuy 1solntad tron ‘the rest or the
'world., and: when a msjor pcrtion nr local production was
towargs sppplyins households with all’ but thoua items
. wvhiel":‘nou].ﬂ not be produced in the community, edible
berries were virtually the only source of t‘ﬁsh fruit.
" When the various Species of berries ripened in the
lnté summer or early fall, the members of the various
HouSetiolds ‘in the’ comaunity would usually make s day's
outing of the bcrw picking‘aptivity._ Into the barrens
thay' tmeﬂ wi_th numerous containers for transportation
of ‘the ‘crop, as well.as food and the necessary uecessﬁias
for *boiling up' (cooking a n.ca.]; nutdoors)5. At the -end-
of the day the: members of thé household returned home
with  their berries, which were later cleansd and )

'put up' (ﬂlldl into preaerval) hy the women. " “Throughout

' ithe ren_mi.ndn- of "the yaur the supply. of praaurvéd‘ G ) & )

berrié! wouid be 'utnizod_‘ir'n Jjams, piis, an vgriqus' . :
other desserts,. such as the traditional blueberry duff. it
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During my stay in the community there seemed to be :
1ittle readily recognizable alteration in the ‘trad-
itional activity of berry picking. Most people ’
rated berries very highly in both nuttitional and.
gustrommicu tem. 8o marw huuaeholds sti11 tend to-

£ . look forvard’ ) the ‘berry- picking uuti.ng, However, I

did note that many af the yeung malea, partiwulurly
.'thlqss whn were )znmartiad, w__era mm_:r_l more inc}.ined. to-
the aating of ‘berries than 'tp‘u the act of pi&kir':g them.,
! Most of the young men did not bother to necom:pa.rw the
rast of the hnuaehuld into ‘the ba.rrens ‘to pick berries,
thuugh they wsre 1atar very-interested in‘'the size 02
"the erop. This behaviur apyears ‘to be at 6dds with
that of the past, when berry picking invulved all
persons in ‘the community who were physioally aapable
of the nctivity. . .
a) und cuttg. Another é\o,tivity. which was -
euoriomicaily very important u‘p'untu a' Tow decades ago,
. but whic)\ is nov: a.u but’ antira].y part of the put. was
. the cultting.of wood for fuel and building maemus. . o ) S
Today in Black- Dilmond Bay, thwgh many. homes are !
still without central hsating. fuel ollhag sntire:Lv
‘replaced ‘Wood l.! a source or fual- In Addition. Llumber

. dompanies now provide a ready- suppl.y of building material, .. .
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So there is no longer any necessity of wood cutting. To-,
the m‘en of the community this has been a hl‘aasing since . \
Eutting and drawing wood ‘was very hard work, undertaken :
only becmﬁe there was really no alternative. ’ ) o i
’l'hough men described wood cuttlng and "hauling as
very stronuous la‘bourious, and distastoful tasks, they
" weré not entirely without a br).ght point, regardless
how Blight in light of ‘the work entailed. Timhex'

stands. near tha community ‘Were. almost entu-ely decimated

a vsry long time agn, 8o within the msmuries ‘of most
. men. the cutting of a supply of wood for winter
required a stay of several days' duration ‘up in the
country.! The'task was cooperative, so this’mqmt that
it hunl;e_t;df men were given an opportunity to socialize
¢ ,tog_evth'ér at- nights. av;qy fron the ﬁfcﬁmi eyes of their
" R wonsnfou. Hence, their behavioz: ‘up, 'ixffhe oountx;y'
) % v‘lsa ltcwe&. li_ibald ‘80ngs. were suné"und étnr;es A_go‘ld. :
100&14 i:sople not p"ra’unt were s;metimes ridiculed andv'
’ “*made ‘fun of';! md atter a hard duy's wark. *home ‘brew* .
(home' made beer) n.nd moonshina wers; often. consumed . * For * S /)
: many: men it was ‘these: activiues and rict the lang hours. E
.of dmdgsry vthich eeme most’ ausily to mind.

7 yearly wood cntting lctivity at least’ pz-w.tded a g-raat e %

bt

stors of emusing and’ exciting incidsnts 1’,0 be told and A, s

i retuld for years after. Ga R PR B e e
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( ... The eclipse of wood cutting has also meant thé
eclipsa ,of an important Seasonal gathering of males.
HoweVer, ‘none of the men of the community could be said N
to ran.lly miss the activity. One- can atill take .
advantage of the liaenca a.f!orded hy a trip 'up in the
country,' but, nw—~under much morq pleuant conditiona

since such expeditmns are cu.rrently 1itﬂe ‘more than

. pleasure excursiana .

I CULTIVATION
5 8 » o ¢
A5 I have already emphasiied, just<a few decades
8 ago the goal of ‘the houuahold'economies in Black
’Diamond Bay ‘was, to m:dmize self-sufficiency. Each :
household. endenkured 1o produce whutever it could,
and bartered fish with the mu‘chnnt to procure ths
necessar:lea it could nnt produce itsalf 'J.‘ha production
of vagetable foods was & very fnpuz-tant nompumnt of :
the yssrly round. . U 5
The extent to which culfivn’cion was puctieed in
’Black ‘Dianond Bay: is, ulustratsd by the data supplied

‘in the cmus of l(awfnmdland and Labradur, 12‘_)5

that yaar the praductinn of vegetublq tooda mcludad




56 bushels of beets, 105 bushels of carrots, 9 bushels
of oats, and 96,900 pounds of cabbage, all for a total

* population of only 422 persons. -In 1945, then, Black
Diamond Bay was clearly producing at least the bulk of

its vegetable reqqiren‘n_nts .

In Black Diamond Bay, today, the small.scale . . -

i oultivatiim of ‘Vegetables roi:-holinhold ‘consumption

8till plays a relltivcly mportant role in the local

economio nrgnnintiun. but not nearly to tha -same
extent that it-did aven ﬁr‘teen or twenty years ago.
There are no detailed tigu.ras- available on local
pi‘oductién, 80 my conclusions are based exclusively

upon observation and the’ statements of my informants.”

Most homes- in Black Diamond -Bay have gardens
immediately adjacent to them in which People grow a

- variety of vegetables (primri!y_potatau. cabbage,

carrots, and.turnip), all of which serve as'a

" relatively important. supplement to-the income of the
- househdld." Som of tha youruor married couples, who

conairlu- thauelvu te be mnra *modern" do not bother

with dultivatian, but, rlther depend sntiruly upon

theit wagss and tha pruz'ohlas of foad. Hwevor. auoh

nouples are atnl vary ‘rare. Thevmt mpjority oxf Lon,

. hou‘aehold_ﬂrno‘r'ntinuo to meet at l?ﬁat-ptt of jheig

o
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consumptive re_quiremsnﬁ through small scale cultivation.
There is an ideological correlate to the cultivation

wof vegstaplé foods’ wﬂic}{ b’oth_ rationalizes it and
propogates its continued existence as an economic. factor

in village lifa. tne ol‘ the.most. important beneﬂts :

‘ derived ‘from cultimtins nne 8. own vegetabla garden;
besides the obvious sconomio buneﬂt. most: people cla.im, 2

i8 that 'gravm vagatables' (those. cultivnted Bt Tome- or e

" in tha general _ vici.nity) ‘are. vastly superior;in both

taste and nutrit:lan to '.bought vegetables‘ (those grown
away from home, for instance',;: in Prince Edward: Isiaxxﬂ:
and: sold -in -the su;aé). . Hence, in ‘Black Diamond -Bay.
there 15 1little stigna attached o small seale

" cultivation as there seems to be in some other rural

Newromdiénd commhnities (ci"- Philbrook 1966150). -In
the majority of. cues cnltivatiun is 'more a sign ot good
’taspe than a sign. ot poverty.

Most m‘ the people ot Black Diamond Bay greatly
prefer to have theix‘ own 'gravm vegetnbles' accompany .
a meal.,  In fagk, it I8 not at 11’ uncommon' that 8
relatively small quantity of vegatablaa are sumeti-ea
picked weeks before they are quita read.v to be

'hm'veated s.nd are inclnded along with 'bought vagetlbles'

1n a meal.‘ It &s ws.deLv accept-d thnt thu grestly




-83-

enhances the overall flavt;\ar of the meal.’ BVeryone
par’ticipatmg in auch a maai. especinlly gussts. are
expecteﬂ to comment upon the superior taste of the
home-gx‘wn product. ) ; ;

: ciIna ‘similar manner, the :upply of vegetablms

E cu].tivated by ‘the )wueehnld is in many cases )

o5 thuf the supply. will last for-a

"stretched" ‘s

longer- t‘h'né. ' Many people intermingle\'lgmm‘ and
'bought' vegetables, -or altamate meals between s
‘ 'grown vagetables‘ and 'bought vegetables,' i
1 Hay is a cnmmodity that most houaeholds also
continue to produce, espaaially since little time and
unerg'y are required in the initial stagea of its
produ_ntio_n. though;t‘ my very welJ. prwe gu:lte.‘buth'er-
" .aome at harvest time. * Some hou!eh-;lds st11l maintain
‘_ ; 'n’!‘uw snaep which are ‘kept on the: 'barren'é ‘to feed
dur:ln& the summer mnnths. : I.n tha winter they a.ne
2 talocated to autbuildings 'out bshind, ‘ang: are fed :
With the hay gathered during %he hanest at the end of
‘the sumer. llwever. even m&rw of the. households who ’
no longer mainte.:ln shesp utill prod,-ucs hay _This is

usually done elt] tor the ptu-pose or sale to 4

‘Bomeono who doss kesp anmals or as pnrt or a: eoop—




_arat:lva Dprocess betwaen housennlds linked by sane typs of
k vkinahip tie (oftan batwean fathe r—adh or brother—bx‘other,

_.vgrew hay upon a sm&ll plrcel of 1B.nd behind his:house - ' i~
; :coua:ln _(FaFA_BrSQ);,
|use:the
‘of the meat-in retnrn for his favmu-. -
.Durim nw stay in the cnmmunity I noted “that vez-y Tow .
g - famnias stnl wned ahesp. none kapt cows, aﬂd anly
' quito significane reduetion from the i

,r;ecorq d in ths census of mwfoundland :and Ebrador, 1%5
,;Iust thirty—tvlo yea.r! prlor 0. my visit. - At thxt tine‘ 