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AIJSTRACT

New archaeological e\idellee from the Mersey and Allains Rivers in southwest

Nova Scotia has enabled historic usc of this tr,lditiollal I...li"kmaq e:lnoc·route to be

extcnded b,lck inlO the pre-Contact Period. Thc 2(){)6 Upper AI"I".I"('yIAllail1.\· Rh',,!"

Corridor Archaeological 5111"1'1'.1' has bridged a gap in the arehaeologic,11 record by

building on previous investigations from the southern half of the Merse)' River, and

limited work on the Allains Rivcr. A continuous line of pre-Colll:!et sites now extends

through the interior of southwest Nova Scotia. linking the 13;ly of Fundy and the Atlantic

coast. The associ,ltion of these sites with modern portage tr;lils and the presenec of

imported 13,ly of Fundy lithies across the rOllte con finn these waterways fonned a trJ\'cl

corridor during the Middle-Late Woodland Period (C,I 2.000-450 I3P). Additional

cvidcnce also indiclItcs most of the route has been used for ;It least 5.000 years. The

results of this surliCy have provided the basis for more wide ranging discussions of land~

usc and seasonal setllcmelll patterns of the Mi"kmaq and their anccstors in the region
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