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roles. Reverend George A. Kelly’'s (1958) influential handbook
on Catholic marriage emphasized that "a woman by nature is
generally warm, tender, understanding and loving. These are
qualities she should have as mother, homemaker, and custodian
of affection and love in the family" (p. 25). Hence, it would
have been considered "unnatural" for a Catholic woman to lack
these qualities.

John Paul’s (1981) post Vatican II papal document devotes
special attention to the role of mothers in families. He
does not emphasize the naturalness of male authority but
implicitly supports patriarchal authority by continuing to
advocate the natural suitability of women to domestic, care-
giving roles.

Above all it is important to underline the equal dignity
and respon51b111ty of women with men....The history of
salvation, in fact, is a continuous and luminous
testimony to the dignity of women...the true advancement
of women requires that clear recognition be given to the
value of their maternal and family role, by comparison
with all other public functions...This will come about
more easily if...a renewed "theology of work" can shed
light upon and study in depth the meaning of work in
Christian life and determine the fundamental bond between
work and the family...Possible discrimination between the
different types of work and professions is eliminated at
its very root once it is clear that all people...are
working with equal rights and responsibilities....This
requires that men should truly esteem and love women with
total respect for their personal dignity, and that
society should create and develop conditions favouring
work in the home (p. 28).

John Paul’s emphasis on the primary importance of women'’s
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