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Opening Doors to the Future:
Canadian Library Month 201 0

As librarians and libraries continue to be assaulted by new
information technology, and as we take joy in sharing each
development with our patrons, we often forget to remember
and look back to where we've come from. The theme for
Canadian library Month in October 2010 is "Opening Doors
to the Future." This year is an opportune time to reflect on
the history of Canadian library Month: when it started,
challenges we've faced, and celebrations we've had along
the way. A solid appreciation of the past is a great place to
stand while opening doors to the future.

This year's theme is represented by a robot's hand
holding a pile of books with a computer on top. On the
computer screen are bookshelves and icons representing
some of the many materials available at libraries across our
nation. Behind it all is an open door with light shining
through - the endless future possibilities that are waiting
for us to discover.

The image is relevant to all types of libraries in Canada.
Certainly one of our main doors to the future is technology,
something we all work with and help our patrons with every
day. Technology is a marvelous tool to move forward, but it
can sometimes feel like too much. A robot hand holding
books? Is this a glimpse of our future library patrons?
How did we get to here this fast?

Canadian Library Week and Month timeline

1922
Publicity Committee of the American library Association
first recommends a "national library week" based on the
success of various libraries throughoutthe United States.1

1953
The National Library of Canada is established.
1954
The National Book Committee is formed in the United States
with the goal "to encourage reading and keep books free
and widely available."
1957
The National Book Committee develops a plan for National
library Week.

1958
First National library Week is celebrated in the United States
and Canada, March 16-22. Theme: "Wake up and read!"
1959
The Canadian library Week Council is formed by libraries
and publishers. Canadian library Week is planned annually
for April to coincide with National library Week in the
United States.
1966
For Canadian Library Week, TWX teletype equipment is
used to demonstrate a hookup between Vancouver and
Fredericton "showing how [the] nation's vast distance
problems could be cut down to size and reference problems
solved."2
1974
The National Book Committee is disbanded. ALA's National
library Week Committee takes over for the United States.
2005
The Canadian library Association reintroduces Canadian
library Week.
2006
The Canadian library Month group of CLA makes a decision
to switch from "Week" to "Month" to facilitate a celebration
of libraries for a longer time each year.
2008
Canada and the United States celebrate 50 years of library
weeks/months.
2010
We remember and appreciate the past while opening doors
to the future.

Where we've come from
With a quick look at where we've come from, we see a

history of always looking toward the future and doing our
best to prepare for it. National library Week itself was first
formed to promote libraries as a free resource in response
to a drop in the purchase of books.3 The current poster's
robot hand is perhaps a bit far-fetched, but it represents
future possibilities we can only begin to imagine. What
would our colleagues 50 years ago think about our workplace
today?
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