Monday, January 1, 1917
Went early to office and dealt with correspondence and then at 10.45
to the Dominion Methodist Church where I addressed a very large
gathering,chieflyofchildren,onduty&service.IhadaveryInspiring
reception.Thenat12o'clocktotheGovernor'sleveewhichwasattended
by 750. Thence to the Chateau Laurier where I spoke briefly to 100
returned soldiers gathered for a dinner given by the G.T.R. Then to my
house and spent the afternoon in revising the speech from the Throne
and dealing with various matters requiring attention. Many telegrams
came in bringing N.Y. greetings. Wrote to Bennett and to Judge Duff
thankingthemforservice.Gov.showedmetlgmsfromFrenchandBelgian
Gov'ts ack'g and reciprocating our New Year greetings. Arranged with
Hazen to accompany Bennett to St. John and Hx. to speak in support of
National service.
Tuesday, January 2, 1917
Remained in house and dealt with correspondence during forenoon with
secretary. In afternoon went to Dr. 0. Martin, Dentist, and to Dr.
Minnes. Walked for an hour on way home. Worked at my papers later in
afternoonandduringevening.Allies'replytoGermany'speacenotewas
published yesterday and has produced good effect. Even pacifist U.S.
press says it was "only reply that could be given".
Wednesday, January 3, 1917
Earlyatofficeanddisposedofcorrespondence.Rogerscameandreported
onvisittoMontreal.SaysfeelingisInfavorofSevignybutthatForget
has to be considered. Thinks we should send for Forget and that he will
getintouchwithhim.SirCharlesRosscameat12andtalkeddiscursively
and wildly for half an hour. Insisted that I should promise him order
for200,000rifles.Irefused.SubsequentlyIdiscussedriflesituation
with Kemp and Meighen and arranged interview with Ross. Capt. McCombe
calledtodiscussArmyMedicalService.HesaysallCanadiansinLondon
got drunk for joy on night that Hughes resignation was announced. J.C.
O'LaughllnofChicagobroughtmessagefromAmbass'rastoPrinceRupert.
He thinks Lansing's first statement was Issued with authority of
Prestident.Sayslatterdoesnotknowwhattodoaboutsubmarines.Held
Council at 2.30 and disposed of routine. Reid suggests that we app't
B.A.Maoffab collector of Customs, Mtl. Doherty, Blondin and Patenaude
gave good report as to Bishops' attitude on Nat'l Service. Discussed
with them & Rogers app't of P.M.G. They favour Sevigny. Rogers brought
extr'ydoc't signedbyMrs.KellywhichapparentlyimplicatesLaurier.
I do not credit it.
Thursday, Jan. 4, 1917

LetterfromLaurierthathedoesnotobjecttopublicationoflastyear's
correspondence.DelegationofMfr'sAssociation cameatnoon.Hobson,
Gourlay,Parsons,Benson,SherrardandHenderson.TheydiscussedMurray
incident, spoke of their desire to cooperate &c. and I replied in
conciliatory tone. Beaubien and Sherrard took one half hour to explain
his project of sample trains in Canada & France. I told him to prepare
full written memo. Morgan came to speak of Forget's aspirations and I
telegraphed F. to come to Ottawa.. Several discussions with Ministers
as to filling Cabinet vacancy. Council in afternoon and dealt chiefly
withroutine.TelegraphedPerleyastogossipinMtlreGrahampeerage.
SevignyarrivedandIaskedhimastocarryinghiscountyinacontested
electionasmemberofGov't. Heisconfidentthatitcanbedone.Dined
in evening with Sherwoods. Henderson a very poor whist player but he
thinks otherwise.
Friday, Jan.5, 1917
A very arduous and trying day. Dealt with correspondence and then long
interview with G.A.Warburton as to prohibition question. Apparently
an earnest and straightforward man but said to be narrow. He suggests
postponement of delegation and personal private confce. I explained to
him our position. Discussed it afterwards in Council and decided not
to postpone. Then an hour's rather unsatisfactory confce with Forget
who evidently wants to come into gov't without portfolio and without
relinquishing his business connections. Told him this was impossible.
He went away dissatisfied, as I afterwards learned. He said Rogers
"story" to him on Tuesday was "enough to put a man to sleep standing
up".InCouncildiscussedstrikeatSaultandafterward'sconferredwith
Flavellerecommendinghimtohavedemandscompliedwithandraiseprice
of shells. Asked Blondin as to retaining his portfolio or taking that
of P.M.G. He said that he and Patenaude had better remain as at
present. Austria reported to have asked intervention of the Pope.
Saturday, Jan. 6, 1917
At office very early. Directed Clark to look after publicity in the
case of Col. Bruce's attempt to attack. Telegraphed Perley that Osler
should come out in that case. White says Kemp very much overworked.
Russian Consul General arrived with General Zalibffsky and Lieut.
Poretzesky who represent Russian Purchasing Cora'n now extended to
Canada. Council at 11. Discussed strike at Sault and impending strike
in western coal mines. Also went over speech from Throne which was
approved.Muchdiscussionastotactics astoextensionofParl'yterm.
I suggested not bringing on motion until after my return unless we are
suretheywillacceptit.WrotetoHisEx.sendingdraftofspeech.Also
wrote him submitting Sevigny's name. He answered by telephone at once
approving Discussed in Council admission of India to Imp. Confce.
Doherty greatly opposed with faddish reasons. Meighen favours.
Interviews with Sherwood and- Fitzgerald and arranged for Sherwood to
go to Sault; but in evening learned that strike was settled. Fred's

death announced this morning. Sent tlgm of sympathy to Bessie. also
tlgm regretting my inability to leave. Sent Hal and telegraphed for
flowerstobesent.Hewasinhis70thyear.Hislifewasverysuccessful
inmanywaysbuthehadmanydifficultiesoftemperamentandenvironment
to contend with.
Sunday, Jan 7, 1917
Cloudywithsomesnow.WroteyesterdaytoGordonWilsonandDescarries
to move and second address. Doherty came at 3.15 to say that Blondin
should bepromotedtoP.M.G.and Patenaudeto Sec'y of State. I agreed.
ThenBurnhamcame(just returnedfromFrance)andaskedmetolookover
appeal for recruiting. Russian Gen. and Capt. and Miss K. Burke, His
Ex. and Capt Mcintosh came at 4.36. Duke with beatific smile announced
assoonashehadseatedhimselfthathisson,LordHartingtonwasengaged
todaughterofMarquessofSalisbury.Heisdelightfullyunconventional
and sincere.
Monday, Jan. 8, 1917
Confce with Sevigny and suggested that he should take portfolio of
In.Eev.Hedid notlikeit, saiditwouldinterferewithhiselection.
Aftercons'n withBlondinIpersisted.TheO.C'swerepassedat12and
I attended His Ex. when Sevigny and Blondin were sworn. Then lengthy
confce with His Ex. on several natters. He thinks we ought to refer to
NationalServiceandifpossibletoproductionofmunitions.Madeshrewd
suggestion as to reference in speech to numbers enlisted and at front.
Saw Sevigny and Blondin at luncheon. Then confoe with Sevigny as to
Forget whom he distrusts and fears. He wants Senatorship left vacant
until after election. Nom'n fixed for 20th. Women of Montreal want to
come on prohibition to number of 150. News from front not important.
Burnham says Hughes inspections in G.B. rare farcical. Blondin says
Parent states that extension of Pari'y term will be granted.
Tuesday. Jan. 9, 1917
Colder and heavy snow during day. Bennett came at 11 for nearly an hour
as to various matters. Favours prohibition by order in Council but
modified his view on reflection. Thinks Rogers has bedevilled military
situationbyimproperapp'tsInWinnipeg.ThenShaughnessyformorethan
an hour. Thinks Gov't would be returned but strongly opposed to an
election. Greatly concerned about bilingual situation. Fears civil
strife. Is to see Laurier this afternoon. Thinks so called Nat'l Gov't
desirable if possible. Then in Council and discussed for two hours
questionswhichwillprobablyariseatapproachingImperialConfce.Did
notgetmuchlight onanysubject.Then considered statement tobe made
to Prov'l delegates tomorrow. Afterwards telegraphed to Perley as to
Ross'statementrespectingalterationsinrifleinEngland.Letterfrom

NantonandotherbusinessmeninWpg.askingforreconstructionofGov't.
Wednesday, Jan.10, 1917
Very cold, 10 below. Early at office. Strange letter from Osier is to
which I expressed surprise in relying. Important tlgm from Perley
statingthatBr.Govt,couldnotgobehindres'nofParl'tforextension
and would put through Bill. Looked up Senate and found that we can rely
onmajorityof7ondivisionifallvacanciesarefilled.Wenttodentist
for an hour. Confce with J. A. McDonald and assured him of my deal re
to appoint him to Senate as soon as conditions permit. Entertained
Prov'ldelegatesatluncheonandthenmettheminconferencefor3hours.
Averyinterestingdiscussion.Discussedchieflylandsettlement.Many
interestingsuggestionsmade.SeveralProvinces,notablyOntario,have
policyoffinancialassistance"somewhatlikeWhite's.Whitenaturally
wants his own scheme. Strong Russian offensive begun.
Thursday, Jan.11, 1917
During forenoon confce with Prov. delegates 10 to 12 in which we
discussed land settlement in every conceivable aspect and in relation
to federal lands. Provincial lands and lands in private ownership.
Debate as to giving assistance to soldiers settling on land and no
corresponding advantage to soldiers engaging in other occupations. At
12 went to receive delegation (men's) on prohibition. They spoke
stronglybyWarburton,thechieforator.Itoldthemthatourlegislation
implemented that of the Provinces to utmost limit of provincial
jurisdiction. Said Federal law not desirable unless it could be
enforced. Delegation evidently disappointed. Then rec'd women's
delegation until after two. They spoke more eloquently and feelingly
thanthemen.Gavethemsamereplywhichevidentlysurprisedthem.Then
toProv'lconfceuntilsix.Preparedstatementforpress.Thenverytired
to dinner at Gov't House. Laurier and I and delegates.
Friday, Jan. 12, 1917
Fairsleeplast night.First thisweek.Earlyatoffice.Temp.20below
lastnight.Alliesnoteto U.S. published todayand wellrec'd.I think
it very good. Strong and convincing. Called Council at 11, dealt with
coal shortage on I.C.R. and then long discussion as to Ross Rifle.
MeighenexplainedRoss'intriguewithLiberalpressandtheirmistakes.
Ross says he suggested to me that we should manufacture Lee Enfield
rifle. This is pure fiction. Drafted tlgm to Perley explaining Ross'
attitude and making inquiries. Brewster discussed with Doherty and me
hisappl'nforImperialLeg'ntoratifyB.C. acts.Alsohiswishtohave
JudgeMcDonaldactoncom'ntoinvestigateelectionirregularities.Tlgm
from Long that Br. Gov't would act on majority vote of Senate and H.

of C. to extend Parl'y term. Sir W. McZ. suggests that Lash would
accompany me to England.
Saturday, Jan. 13, 1917
Went early to office. Very tired and irritable. Remained until about
elevenanddisposedofcorrespondence.Thenhomeandworkedinopenair
withsnowshovelforanhour.Allafternoongoingoverdocumentsrelative
to matters that may be brought up during session and getting into mind
material for speech on debate on address. Considered situation of war
at beginning of 1S17 as compared with 1916. Undoubtedly we are in a
better position notwithstanding German successes in Roumania. Larger
armies, stronger artillery, greater supply of munitions; and in all
these Germany relatively weaker. Hope peace may come this year.
Beautiful snowstorm in afternoon. Falling snow in light of park lamps
almost fairylike. The flakes seemed like flowers from heaven strewing
the bosom -of mother earth fast asleep until spring. P.D. & Mrs. Ross
dined with us in evening. He spoke of Porter's stupidity in first
declining and then rung for mayoralty.
Sunday, Jan. 14, 1917
Delightfulwinterday.KingsfordofTorontowantedtoseemebutIturned
himovertoHughClark.At12.30DohertycametospeakofGritapplication
to M.P.Davis for money to enable Cannon to run in Dorchester. Thought
I should see him which I doubt. Sent for Blount and discussed matter
with him and arranged that he should go to see Davis this evening
and,sound him on the whole situation. Looked over my speech on
resolution to extend life of Parliament and saw that I twice stated it
should not be passed against consent, of opposition. The only reason
fordepartingfromthiswouldbetheadditionalnumberoftroopsoverseas
and their evident inability to vote. Walked with Laura in the early
evening and then worked during evening. There is much preparation yet
to be done.
Monday, Jan. 15, 1917
Wenttooffice earlyanddisposed ofmuchbusiness withClark,Blount
and Christie. Blount had interview with M.P.D. who evidently has no
intention ofassisting Grits inDorchester. He thinks, however, that
Cannon may run. Says Cochrane's management of Transcontinental is very
unpopular in that county. Discussed with Clark effect of my statement
in debate on extension of Pari ' t last session in case we decided to
put it through by ,majority vote. Asked Ministers to dinner at Rideau
ClubforWednesdayevening.Workedatmyhouseallafternoonandevening.
Practically decided to make important speech in debate on address. Not
quite sure whether I shall reply in kind to Laurier. Better leave him
theaggressor.Laurahadsevereoperationatdentistsbutwithherusual

pluck and consideration said nothing to me until afterwards.
Tuesday, Jan. 16, 1917
Tremendously busy day. At office at 9. Rogers came at ten to discuss
senatorshipandatelevenmet western Press Delegation as to assistance
towards special wire Bast to West for Canadian news. Then Bennett on
prohibition.Thenlabourdelegation whodiscussed in very interesting
mannerseveralimportantmattersandespeciallylandsettlement.Then
toseeG.G.astoMcNab'sattack onGrahamrepeerage.Thentoluncheon,
and thereafter confce with Arch.Bruchesi re Lafontaine monument and
assistance to Trappist monks at Oka. Then council, disposed of much
routine business and then debated prohibition after hearing Bennett
and with 11_woman suffrage and amendment to Franchise Act-excluding
foreign born. Tlgm came that Sevigny is to be opposed by L.Cannon in
Dorchester. Sent for H.G. He came in evening and showed me McNab's
letter to him.
Wednesday, Jan. 17, 1917
Confceinmorningwith SirCharlesRossastoRossriflewhenhestated
that it was in London that he spoke to me about his factory producing
Ross Rifle for G.B. Told him it must have been very casual as there was
no letter and I had no note of it. Discussed with Rogers and Doherty
senatorshipsinQuebecandManitoba.Thoughttheyshouldstand.Attended
His Ex. and had long discussion as to political conditions here and in
G.B. and dangers of election. Also as to my visit to G.B. and the War
Confce.ExplainedtohimwhatGrahamsaidaboutMcNab'sattackandshowed
him McNab's letter to H.G. Council in p.m. Discussed but did not fill
senatevacancies.IneveninghadMinistersatdinnerRidClub.Allpresent,
except 3 French Ministers. Reported that we shall have a hand fight in
Dorcester. Discussed procedure at session. They all came into my view/
Grits evidently intend to oppose extension Parl'y term.
Thursday, Jan. 18, 1917
Saw207thRegtmatchpast His Ex. at Chateau Laurier. Good physique but
poor training and discipline. Very ragged. Then to office and long
confce with Walker as to western conditions and as to Geo. W. Allan's
views.Heunderstandssituationbutmostbusinessmendonot.Discussed
shortness of labour, and embargo on scrap steel with Flavelle. Then to
H.of C. to meet Dep. Gov at Senate. Moved Rhodes app't as Speaker which
Laurier supported and we (Rogers & I) escorted him to his seat. Then
spoke of death of Casgrain, Baker, Gray and Lovell. Then to house and
went over accumulation of papers and during evening continued
preparation of speech on debate on address. Rogers left for Montreal
and Quebec to assist in Dorchester election. Reid says Federal Pub.
Bureau not doing well. Caldwell a bad actor.

Friday, Jan, 19, 1917
Went to office early. Drafted memorandum for my speech in debate on
address.ArrangedwithGovernortolayontableofHousecorrespondence
respecting War Confce. Cannon's speech last evening at Dorchester is
regarded as very detrimental to Grit cause and to Laurier personally
asCannonisrunningunderhisaegis.SenttlgmtoSevignycongratulating
himonspeech.SpoketoH-.ClarkaboutpublicityforCannon'sspeeches.
WentwithLauraat2.20to opening of Parl't. Wore Windsor uniform with
sashandCrossofSt.M.&St.G.andGrandeCroixoftheLegionofHonour.
Gov.woreLordLieut'suniformandlookedimposing.TheDuchessandthree
daughters came. The ceremony went off well but French translator had
omittedonepar*ofspeech which was discovered only at last moment and
sent in typewritten form. Worked all evening at my papers.
Saturday, Jan. 20, 1917
Very cold yesterday and today, 10 to 15 below. Confce with Rogers who
says that Shaughnessy is very impertinent in his observations with
regardtotheGov't.R.isnotimpressedwithabilityorresourcefulness
ofourFrenchMinisters.Councilat11.Dealtwithroutineandappointed
7 Senators, Crosby, Tanner, Bourque, Bichardson, Nicholls,
G.D.Robertson and Lynch-Staunton. Confce with Doherty and afterwards
with Bennett as to Sherrard's request for money to make, propaganda in
favour of Nat' 1 service. Wrote to Sherrard. Doherty left for N.Y. to
see Col. Trety before he explodes. Eonfce with J. S. McLennan and
afterwardswithD.H.McDougallallastosenatorshipforCapeBretonand
Gillies' claims. Very hot campaign in Dorchester. Grits say they will
defeatSevignybyathousand.Dinnerpartythisevening,Col4Mrs.Kelly
Evans, Hendersons, Rogers, Reids, Ld. R.Seville, Mrs. McCurdy, the
Anglins, &c.
Sunday, Jan. 21, 1917
Workedatcorrespondenceanddocumentsandnotes forspeechnearlyall
day.Verydifficulttoobtainaccurateandsatisfactoryinformationfrom
variousdepartments.InafternoonDafoeofWinnipegcamebyappointment
and I had a very interesting conversation with him on many matters
relating to the war. He does not believe in an imperial parl't or in
a Council of Dom. representatives at the foreign office. A very able
man and evidently far above the class which our western newspapers
command.ThinksIwasright in1903 aboutthe railwaypolicy.Believes
wewillhavetonationalizeG.T.P,butthatCanadiannorthernhasagreat
future. Montagu Barlow, British M.P. also came and discussed war
conditionsGreatlyinterested inpensions.Nospecialnewsfromfront.
Easterly storm in the evening. Fighting with a heavy incipient cold.

Monday, Jan. 22, 1917
Finished preparation for speech and went to office at 11.30. Council
at12anddiscussedestimates. Thenat3toH.ofCWilsonandDescarries
made good speeches, the latter challenging Laurier to disavow Cannon.
Laurier followed in an hour's speech. He was pretty tame but tried to
make some capital out of the Hughes correspondence. Offered to adjourn
session to enable me to go to War Conference. I followed 5.15 and did
not finish at 6. Resuming at 8 I spoke to 9.45 the longest speech I
have made in many years. Reviewed Gov'ts work in the war. Answered
Laurier's attack as to firmness and decision. Spoke too long. Repeated
myselfsomewhatthroughweariness.Reachedhomeat12.30.Sufferingfrom
heavy cold.
Tuesday, Jan. 23, 1917
At office early. Dealt with correspondence and held Council at 11.
DiscussedacceptanceofLaurier'soffertoadjournParliament.Decided
to hold caucus tomorrow. Dealt with estimates and reduced C.F.'s
gratuities. Debate resumed with coarse and abusive speech from
E.M.MacdonaldwhichwasansweredbyStevens.ThenaspeechfromOliver.
I did not go back in the evening. J.S.O'Brien and Norsworthy had
interviews about senator-ships. The latter at gBeat length and almost
hysterical. Then Druins, Tanner and Crosby called. Sent for Boys and
askedhimtotakeupCannon'sspeechesandchallengeLauriertoapprove
or disapprove. Suffering terribly from very heavy cold.
Wednesday, Jan. 24, 1917
Muchmildertoday.Atofficeearlydealingwithcorrespondenceandthen
to caucus at 11. Full attendance. Addressed them and explained fully
the situation as I understand it. They received my explanation very
cordially and concurred in it. There were suggestions as to the need
of a Dominion Franchise Act and as to better methods of recruiting.
TheyconcurredintheviewthatIshouldgototheconfuseandthatParl't
should adjourn in the meantime. Fight in Dorchester waxing warmer and
Cannonlosinghistemper.Gritshadstormycaucustoday.Boysmadegood
speech putting up Dorchester campaign to Laurier. Discussed national
service with Sherrard and afterwards with White and Kemp. McKenzie
calledagainforhelp.Ralph Connor came in evening and I discussed his
proposed visit to Waited States.
Thursday, Jan. 25, 1917
Slept badly. Up and at office early. Council at 11.30, and decided to

makestatementinHousetoday.Discussedyesterday'sdespatchfromCol.
Secy.WhitesayshecannotgotoEnglandagain.AscertainedthatRogers
wishestogo.Hazensuggestedthathewouldliketogo.Disposedofmuch
routine business. White told us that Hughes intends to attack him in
Houseandthatheproposestodefendhimselfvigorously.WenttoCountry
Club for luncheon with Hendersons. Their Ex. were guests, party of 16.
Verypleasant.MadestatementinHouseat3.Saidwewouldadjourn.Then
confuse with Doherty as to his interview with Hosmer and as to Irish
Reg't Much snow still falling. Her Ex. Told me that her son when he was
9madeuphismindtomarrytheSalisburygirl.Friday,Jan.26.Atoffice
early and sent for Bennett and discussed with him proposals to extend
dutiesofnationalService Board. White came and rayed for half an hour
respecting the alleged conspiracy against him for which he blames
Rogers.ThenCouncilanddisposedofroutine.Discusseddateofdailing.
AfterwardsaskedReidaboutWhite'sexcitement.HethinksRogersisnot
conspiring against White but that Rogers for some reason is planning a
coalition Gov't. Then confuse with Flavelle as to securing rails for
South Africa. Then to H.of C. and interview with Laurier who promised
that business would be through so as to permit me to sail on 8th.
Instructed Christie to procure information for discussion on War app.
Put Flavelle in touch with Graham A.Bell as to S.A.rails. Weather very
cold. Betting two to one against Sevigny.
Saturday, January 27, 1917
Long day in Council. Dealt with much routine. Discussed question of
recruiting and decided on raising ,voluntarily an army for home
defence^conscription to be used later if necessary Discussed also
conferring further powers upon Board of National Service. Sent around
to each Minister direction that employment of returned soldiers is not
amatterofpartypatronage.McKenziecameastointerestonguaranteed
obligations. (Fold him must await White's return from N.Y. Discussed
also submarine menace. Decided to order construction of 12 ships and
sent a personal tlgm to Carson for guns and gunners. At 7 got news of
Sevigny's election by 300. Sent him tlgm of congratulation. Great
excitementovervictorywhichwilltendtokeepabetter understanding
between the two races. Temp 18 below last night.
Sunday, January 28, 1917
Sent for Clark at 10 to discuss victory in Dorehester and our attitude
thereon.WeagreedinourconclusionsandIarrangedthatheshouldtake
up the matter with our press. He thinks with Meighen that the result
will greatly affect Laurier's prestige and tend to destroy the
confidence of the Literals in his ability to win through union of the
French and foreign vote. In afternoon discussed with Clark and Perry
distribution of R.N.W.M.P. and the increase of the force with a view
to overseas service. O'Laughlin of Chicago came and advanced the view
that Wilson's peace efforts are intended to strengthen his position
in the spring when the Germans renew and intensify their submarine
barbarities. G.B.Gordon came with tlgm from Admiralty as to building

100 drifters and 36 trawlers to protect against submarines. Told him
to see Hazen this evening.
Monday, Jan. 29, 1917
At office early and disposed of much routine. Sent for Edwards and
cautionedhimastohisspeech;shouldbeconsiderateofFrench.Strange
tlgm from John M. Godfrey attacking Turiff and censuring me. Foster
returned looking well. He says war prospects considered good may end
this year; submarine menace serious. Thinks War Confce called without
much consideration as to what will be accomplished. Interesting
interview with Mulloy who reports that a big movement on foot for a
nationalgov't.Thinksabigconventionwillbecalledofboth parties.
MadestatementinHousedenyingTurriff'sassertion.Whitereturnedfrom
H.Y. where he had a great reception. Consulted him as to further
assistance to C.H.B. and gave further letter. Discussed national
service with Bennett who flooded me with hie earnest views. In evening
cons'n with Rogers as to our visit to England.
Tuesday, Jan. 30, 1917.
Atofficeearly.Dealtwithcorrespondence.Councilat11anddiscussed
provision against submarine menace. Kemp opposed to having Duke of
ConnaughtasInspectorGeneral.AttendedHisEx.at12.30anddiscussed
manymatters,includingmyvisit toEnglandandhisvisits toOnt.Man.
WesternProvinces andQuebec.At3wenttoHouse.Hughesbegantospeak
about 4 and spoke till 5.15. He was very moderate but made a few dans
at White who made a long speech in reply. Our men very angry as they
thought White should not have spoken. Then I left Rogers in charge of
House and had interview with McNeil of Vancouver who gave me message
from Tupper. On the whole the Hughes episode went off very well. Very
tired and wholly weary of the political life.
Wednesday, Jan. 31, 1917
Bad night, insomnia. Sent for Clarke and Christie as to failure to
prepare answers to questions. Dealt with correspondence. Council at 11
and went over questions and motions which involved considerable
discussion. Sevigny in Council for first time. Then to House at 2.
Answered many questions on Order paper. Moved resolution giving Gov't
every day until 15th inst. Then confuse with J.E.Armstrong as to lack
ofproperrepresentationinWesternOnt.ThaninterviewwithSirC.Ross
as to affairs of Ross Rifle Co. and repairs to title. Then discussion
with various callers including Col Chambers as to censoring date of my
departure. All evening preparing for War Appropriation and going over
correspondencerespecting RossRifle.Verytired.Plotdiscovered to
murder Lloyd George.

Thursday, Feb. 1, 1917
German note threatening to sink all neutral shipping bound to and from
Br.IslandscreatesgreatexcitementinU.S.Warthoughttobeimminent.
Prepared for vote of 500 millions. Called Council and appointed
H.W.Laird senator for Sask. Letter from Aird as to provision in case
C.N.R.areindefaultafterpaymentof$3,500,000onint.chargesbefore
April 15. E.J.Chamberlain of G.T. came by App't. Sir H.G. arrived and
earnestly entreated me to impress colleagues with necessity of raising
$250,000 for next election. Took up war appropriation and made pretty
full explanation in first instance. Grits quite mild. Some discussion
on recruiting methods, lack of system &c &c. Laurier took little part.
NoticefromPardeeofmotionforcommitteeoncareofreturnedsoleirs.
Friday, Feb. 2, 1917
At office faily early, weather very cold. Tlgm from Parley as to
Admiralty arrangements for my transportation to England. Discussed in
CouncilquestionofaskingLauriertocooperateinappointingastanding
war committee. Usual objections taken, based on short sighted view
of situation. Col. Mignault called to suggest that Blondin should be
sent to Prance to visit French Canadians at the front. Rumoured that
U.S. will sever diplomatic relations with Germany at once. In House
took up again 500 mils, war appropriation. Discussion continued until
11.30. Ross Rifle under fire. I spoke at great length on that subject,
placingallthecorrespondenceand.documentsbefore,theCommittee,to
theevidentsatisfaction ofourmembers.Verytired.TheLiberals not
very aggressive but Oliver made aviolent speech late, in the evening
and I dressed him down.
Saturday, Feb. 3, 1917
At office early. Tlgm from Brothers as to proposals for ending strike
in western coal mines. Much discussion thereon in Council. Took up
question of guns for submarines and finally approved of Hazen's tlgm
to Admiralty. The U.S. have severed diplomatic relations with Germans
and President states that whenever an American ship is sunk without
warning by a submarine, war will be declared. Letter from H.E. as to
amessagetoPresident.DiscussedthiswithLaurierandwedecided that
SpringRiceshouldbeconsulted.Didnottakeupwarapp'nbutranthrough
order paper. Discussed yesterday in Council question of a coalition
Gov't. Many ministers apparently in favour of it. Went to Gov't House
anddiscussedU.S.situationwithG.G.WroteurgentlettertoKempastoHome
Defence.
Sunday, Feb. 4, 1917

Worked during forenoon at various documents and papers. H.W.Brown came
at 12.45 respecting his trouble with Kemp as to increased salary. In
afternoon had very interesting talk with Glazebrook who told me when
Willison lastreturnedfromOttawahesaid"ByGod,IamaBordenman."
I explained to Glazebrook fully and frankly the difficulties of the
situationandmyattitudetowardsthem.IsaidthatNat'lGov'twasonly
a phrase which had not definite meaning in the minds of those who used
it.ItoldhimthattheattitudeofLaurieronbilingualismmadecoalition
withhimalmostimpossibleandthatinanycasecoalitionwashardlyever
possible until it was inevitable. Col. Wood, Doughty, Jameson and
Lefurgy also called. Laura presided at meeting in Russell Theatre in
aid of Patriotic fund.
Monday, Feb. 5, 1917
Early at office and disposed of correspondence. Tlgm from Col. Secy
as to my journey to England. Urgent and secret. Consulted Laurier at
six as to date of adjournment and sent reply. Discussed with Meighen
debate on Ross Rifle and arranged as to documents that should be used.
Tlgm from Crothers that western strike has been settled. Took up
appropriation.LongdebateonRossRiflewhichlasteduntil1.30.Oliver
verytedious.Gotresolutionthroughandintroducedbill.Sammadeusual
extravagant statements. Meighen replied very effectively to
opposition, but was constantly interrupted. Opposition evidently
primed by Sir Charles Ross who will eventually get what is coming to
him. He is cunning and clever but lacks common sense.
Tuesday, Feb. 6, 1917
Lateatoffice.AttendedG.G. at 11.30 who told meof the extraordinary
non-responsive replies from Spring Rice, who seems to be in a jumpy
condition. Several British ships sunk yesterday and one American
sailor killed. Wilson is still trying to keep out of war until Germany
clearly puts herself in the wrong by an overt act. Took up war
appropriation and had long discussion during afternoon on Oversea's
Hospital conditions. In the evening a warm discussion raised upon the
Bruce&Baptiereports.German madeanattackuponthesurplusofficers
in England to which Taylor of B.C. made a most telling and effective
reply,verybitterattheclose.AhotdebatearoseandGrahamsignalled
me that they would put the resolution through without further
discussion.
Wednesday, Feb. 7, 1917
Weather much milder. Damp snow storm in afternoon and evening. Very

tired. Went to office at 10 and disposed of routine. Attended at 12 to
present Commons'reply to His Ex.speech. Council at 12 and passed O.C.
answeringForeignOfficeastoourmessagesofcongratulationtoRussia,
Serbia, &c at New Year. At opening of House moved that reading of War
App'n bill. Also res'n appointing committees on care of returned
soldiers and on celebration of 50th Anniversary Discussed with Kemp
Clark and White app ' t of Stewart Lyon by Ass.Press. Told Kemp not to
override it. Discussed Boss Rifle question with Nesbitt. Dep Gov.came
at 5.30 to assent to bills. In moving adj. spoke briefly urging
cooperation and united effort. Rogers made foolish attack on Citizen.
Thursday, Feb. 8, 1917
Atofficeveryearly.Bennett came and discoursed for more than an hour
insteadoftenminutesasarranged.Heagreesthatweshoulddisfranchise
those who have not signed national service cards. Tlgm from Admiralty
thattheywouldholdCruisertill15thbutthatsheisurgentlyrequired.
Replied that I would arrive about midnight so as to go on board before
1A.M.on14th.HeldCouncilanddiscussedquestionofrecruiting.Kemp
argued against immediate enlistment of forces for home defence as it
will stop recruiting for overseas service. Finally decided to postpone
for a time and to utilize voluntary system at first. Interesting
conversationwithMulloyastoNat'lGov'tmovementandascertainedits
extent, gut him in touch in evening with Hugh Clark. Bennett thinks I
should take Holt to England with me. Doherty in great distress about
Trihey's resignation andastoFatherBurke'spretensions. In evening
attendedBennett'sdinnertoHat'lservicedirectorsandthendiscussed
Ross Rifle situation with White & Meighen.
Friday,Feb. 9, 1917
Devoted the whole day from 9 to 6.30 to interviews with Ministers and
others. Discussed Nova Scotia political affairs with Tanner and Dr.
Stewart. A short conversation with M.P.Davis as to allowance to
Fitzpatrick. Discussed with Watters attitude of organized labour,
further rep'n in Senate and proposed conscription of alien labour in
West. Took up I.C.R. sit'n with Cochrane. Sir W. McKenzie and Hanna
unfolded a scheme whereby C.N.R. should acquire G.T.P., G.T., N.T.R.
and I.C.R. Utterly chimerical. Discussed with Nesbitt and Sir C.Ross
acquisition of Ross Rifle factory. White discussed our policy
respectingrailwayproblemsandDraytoncameafterwardsforsamepurpose
andhe thinksGov't should dowhatMcK. wants to do.Went over Militia
affairswithKempandMcCurdy.Council,inevening8to11anddiscussed
land settlement, Rural Credits and Technical Education.
Saturday, Feb. 10, 1917
All forenoon dealing with correspondence in anticipation of

departure. Arranged for Blount to accompany me to Halifax. Discussed
withCochraneandRogersarrangementstobemadeincaseelectionshould
be necessary. Rogers brought up Kelly's case and explained Doherty's
view. Conferred with Bennett as to further activities of national
Service. Council at two and discussed proposed dismissal of letter
carriersHoopandDurwardforopposingNat'lService.Tookupquestion
of guns for patrol boats and admiralty despatch thereon. Decided to
appoint no more Senators until my return. Confce with Doherty as to
Trihey and long tlgm to Perley thereon. Prepared despatch to Perley as
to arrangements respecting export of nickle. Worked at various matters
all evening. Weather very cold.
Sunday, Feb. 11, 1917
Therm. 24 below last night. Went to All Saints with L. thence to Gov't
House for luncheon. Afterwards had confce with His Ex. He asked me to
accept new order and suggested Laurier also. I told him I would prefer
recognition to others but if he wished especially I would accept. He
presentedseveralnamesandIsuggestedFlavelle,Bennett,Marshalland
Lady Drummond. Explained Ross Rifle situation and he approved our
proposal to acquire factory. Told him that I had sent Pope yesterday
toET.Y.toconfcewithAmbassador or Berkeley as to message to Foreign
Office and as to recruiting. Long confuse with Doherty as to Kelly's
case and many other matters including general political situation. Mr.
& Mrs.Graham of File Hills Indian Reserve called. Major Gauthier came
to press claim for appointment to Senate.
Monday ,Feb. 12, 1917
At office early. Sent for Reid and discussed with him railway
situation, movement for national Gov't, party organization and many
othermatters. Maderecommendationto CouncilforBlountsappointment
toClerkshipofSenate.ToldReidtoarrangewithWhiteforresotration
of B.J's allowance in Estimates. Held Council and disposed of
routinebusinessandpassedO.G.forexam'nofmails, papers&cofships
coming into Canada. This for Bernstorffs ship. Discussed further
commandeeringofwheatandappointedFoster, LougheedMeighenBurrell
Reid and Roche as subcommittee thereon. Deft at 3.30. Reid and Clarke
came to see us off. Mr. & Mrs. Hazan, Mrs. McKay, Christie, Cole Smith
& Blount with me. Left Mtl (St. Henri) at 7.45.
Tuesday, Feb. 13, 1917
At Riviere du Loup thought we were at Campbellton and afterwards
discovered we were 6 hours late. Heavy blizzard and intense cold in
the night. Met troop train with returned soldiers, talked with one
of the officers, Burgess of Woodstock. He reports great confidence
at front. Many of the men returning with him have lost arm or leg.

GuteliusmetusatMonctonandthoughtwewouldreachHalifaxat1.Major
Harrington joined us from Woodstock to Moncton. Reached Truro at 1 and
found honour list announced last evening. Hazen not pleased. Cantley
joined usatTruro.InterestingconversationwithhimastoWabanairon
deposits, danger of U.S. capital and to shipbuilding. Arrived at Hfx.
about 2.45. Got on board about 3.20. Capt.. spoke of Hazens being
displeasedwith accommodation.Hadcupofsoupwithhiminsmokingroom.
Retired at 4.30.
Wednesday, Feb. 14, 1917
Roomterribly cold, Putondressinggownaid.all blankets and added
furcoat. Allwaterpipesfrozen.Leftat6A.M.Hadbreakfastinbed.
We have our own party at luncheon. Sir E. Morris on board. Got bath by
having water brought up to my bathroom. I have Chief Gunner's room.
Officersseemfinelotofmen.At4.30hadboatdrill. Christie, Smith
& I are assigned to No. 5 boat. Weather much milder than when we left
Hx.thismorning.Calgariancarries8in.guns.Crew450.Has150Canadian
recruits besides. Sister ship Alsatian is in 10th Cruiser Squadron.
Weather overcase, slight sea. Capt. Corbett says voyage will take 7
days. After dinner Capt. asked me about officers coming into smoking
room.IsaidIdidn't understandwhythey hadnot come before. We all
played bridge, Padre, McKeggie, Christie and I. Padre good.
Thursday, Feb. 15, 1917
Fair bright weather. Therm 31. Arose 7, breakfast at 8. Walked for an
hour. Capt. says we may get in Tuesday night. Sailors preparing for
concertthis evening.LadyMorris hasnotyetappeared.Bellfixedup'
in my room. Capt. Kenyan, Navigating Officer, wasonEmpressIreland.
KnowsScott andCalderandisrelatedtoMcKenziealawyerofRegina,
partner of Brown formerly Lieut.Gov. of Sask. News by wireless this
morningbutnothingofimportance.Capt.afineman,evidentlyofmarked
ability, but he is on the way to ruin himself by indulgence in
stimulants. Between 12 and 2.30 yesterday he imbibed 4 cocktails, a
scotch whiskey and a large glass of port. Played bridge in evening
withParson,Kane,Lieut.Jonesandanotherofficer. Mengaveconcert
at8.15.Verycreditable.AbleSeamanPaulhasafinevoice, thoroughly
trained.
Friday, Feb. 16, 1917
Weather still good and warmer. Walked an hour in morningdoing4 miles
andineveningandhourfrom5.45to6.45.Later veryinteresting and
rather weird. Ship in darkness. Shadowy forms here and there in the
shadow. Wireless news this morning but nothing of importance. Wilson
still trying to keep U.S. out of war. Read interesting article by
Roosevelt in Metropolitan Magazine in which he speaks very highly of

my speech before
LawyersClubandgivesCanadagreatcreditforherachievementsandher
spirit inthiswar.PlayedbridgeineveningwithCapt.RogersandHazen.
Hislop Barrister of Moosejaw is among the R.C.N.R. on board. Weather
getting somewhat fresher this evening. Expect to meet destroyers Monday
evening at 6.
Saturday, Feb, 17, 1917
Rough weather this forenoon. Ladies and Buskard did not make their
appearance. Too rough to walk. Wireless news not of importance. Capt.
says weather too rough to expect attack from submarines or aid from
destroyers.LadyMorrissaidtobeveryill.Maldemer.Expansionjoint
creating like all possessed it is just at the corner of my cabin. They
have discovered in the C.V.R. (R.N.) a full fledged doctor, a graduate
of McGill. Eight of our reservists from Gilbert Plains, Man. Read and
played bridge during evening. Ship making about 17 knots. Weather very
closeandalmostoppressive.Infernalexpansionjointkeptmeawakehalf
thenight.Readaveryamusingseriesofsketches"PhilipinParticular".
Also press clippings.
Sunday, Feb, 18, 1917
Roseat6.45andwenttocommunionserviceat 7.30. Then an hour's walk
with SirB.Morrisat12.Beforethatmorningservice at9.45.ByCapt's
request I read the lesson. In afternoon saw a boy, Galet, from Guernsey
who joined the navy when war broke out. He was in the Warrior at the
battle of Jutland and gave a graphic description of the fight. He said
thattheBlackPrincewasout of action and quite near the Warrior when
a big shell struck her and she disappeared. The Warrior sank two
destroyers and a light cruiser. They were firing at each other before
those on deck could see the^ other ships At noon today in Long.28,We
go N. of Ireland. Should arrive on Wednesday a bout 7.30 A.M. if all
goes well. Destroyers to meet us at midnight Monday, Wrote to Laura and
Julia.
Monday, Feb.19, 1917
The creaking andgrating of the expansion joint was so disturbing that
at 3 A.M. I went to the smoking room and spent the rest of the night
there. Boat drill this afternoon. We are now well within danger zone.
Expect to pick up destroyers between 1 and 3 A.M. tomorrow. Went over
documents and dictated some letters to Perley. Discussed our mission
with Rogers and Hazen and gave them files to read. Lady Morris says a
friend of hers Mrs. Gortling has written wonderfully good books on
Brittany.Magisterquelquefoissegriseetilestinutileetdangereux.
Parson Kane wants me to assist him in getting living in the Crown
patronage. Weather somewhat cooler. News from the front came in at
midnight,ratherencouraging.Triedtosleepinmycabinbuthadtogive

it up and went to the smoking room at 2 A.M.
Tuesday, Feb. 20, 1917
Rose at 7.15, good sleep for nearly 5 hours. Went on deck. Destroyers
notsighted,butinwirelesscommunication.Iblandlysuggestedtosome
of the officers that an effective way to avoid submarines would be to
makearendezvouswiththemandthetrytokeepit.Desofficiersparlent
beaucoup de la conduite du capitaine. Weather much cooler. Packed bag
last night with necessaries in case we should take to the boats. Sat
up late and went to my room at one but had to abandon it on account of
expansion joint's activity. Remained in smoking room all night and had
a very comfortable'sleep. Went down to my cabin at 7.15 and found that
destroyers were not in sight (morning of 21st)but that we had been
communicatingwiththembywirelessinthenightandthatwearetomeet
them at 1 P.M. off Island.
Wednesday, Feb. 21, 1917
WedidnotmeetthedestroyersoffToryIsland.Passedoverplacewhere
Laurentic was struck by mine and then went back 12 miles to look for
destroyers.Kendalthinksthiswasunwise.WerestoppedbyfogatRathlin
Sound and on our way to Bar Lightship where we had to stop. Pilot came
on board at 2.30. At 3 P.M. we started for Liverpool and nosed our way
throughfogfor21/2hours,arrivingat5.30.Wetwithpenetratingcold.
Met by Admiral Stileman and his secretary Weston. Went to L & N.W.Hotel
wherewegotverygoodrooms.TheMorris's,HazenandJiggersdinedwith
me in my sitting room. Gave 3 cheers for Calgarian when we left. Sent
tlgm to Laura on arrival at Liverpool. Prepared yesterday and today
statement for press.
Thursday, Feb.22, 1917
Weather still foggy and unpleasant. Read with much Interest speeches of
Carson and Churchill in Commons yesterday. Started for London at 9.30 and
arrivedat2.20.MetbyPerley,Long'sSecretary,MurrayrepresentingDuke
ofConnaughtandothers.At4wenttosee Longanddiscussed withhimadd'l
appointments to Emigration Com. and proposed proclamation respecting
importations.ConferredthereonduringeveningwithPerley,Rogers&Hasan.
Discussed with Admiral Sir Charles Coke the submarine campaign and his
approachingvisit toCanada. Decided to appoint Rogers and Agents General
as additional members of Committee on Emigration and land settlement. In
evening discussed with Perley questions of administration &c in overseas
affairs and difficulties as to breaking up units and as to position of
Steaoy & Burke &c
Friday, Feb. 23, 1917

Burke came at 9.15 and detailed to me his grievances. He alleges that
Perley'sactiondegradeshim.Toldhimfranklythatchurchauthoritieswere
against him. Lord Hythe and afterwards Massey oame for interviews. At 12
went to H. of C. to hear Lloyd George's speech which was serious and
Impressive;perhapsalittletoogravefromourstandpoint.Thentoluncheon
with DukeofConnaughtwithwhomIdiscussed question astoIrish Rangers.
Afterwardstook upsamequestionwithMajorCampbellStewartwhotoldmeof
his experienceinIrelandwithBishopofLimeriokandothers.Averyclever
man. Had been offered position in Embassy at Washington. Then to call at
BuckinghamPalaceandonmembersoftheWarCabinet.Thereafterconfcewith
Long as to same matters. He approved of add'l appointments to Emigration
Com.
Saturday, Feb. 24, 1917
Dealt with correspondence and callers during forenoon. Col. Steaoy came
andpresentedhiscase.Heismuchconcernedabouthis statusandpay.Also
Gen. Leckie who wishes promotion to Major Generalship. Then to Buckingham
Palacewith SwintonandaudiencewithKingwhowasingoodformandseemed
muchinterestedinwhatItoldhimofCanadianconditions. Hetoldmethat
wehadcapturedordestroyedmanysubmarines.Thinkswarwilllast through
this year but not long into next year. Germans in very serious economic
condition.BrandandHichenscalledanddiscussedsubmarinesAc.PhilipKerr
came from Lloyd George to explain that latter goes to France tomorrow for
confuse and will see me on Wednesday. Major Campbell Stuart gave me most
interestingaccountofhisvisit toIrelandinmakingarrangementsfor tour
ofIrishHangers. ThinksTrihey should not be recalled.Col. Lordly called
toexpresshisgrievances.DinedineveningatFitz andafterwardsmetMrs.
Yates of Montreal and another Montreal lady.
Sunday, Feb. 25, 1917
Firstgoodsleeplastnight.WentwithSwintonandChristietoSt.Startins
in the Fields and heard impressive sermon from lev. Mr. Shepherd. Thinks
ChurchEng.mustbegovernedbyClergyandlaityandnotbyParliament.Then
with Christie for walk in Strand through Lincoln's Inn, High Holborn and
Kingsway.OnreturnwasinformedbyHazenthatN.B.Gov'thadbeendefeated.
Great surprise. All French Counties went Liberal. At 4.30 went to Mrs.
Greville's to a gathering of Canadians. Mrs. Greville very kind and
charming.MetmanyCanadiansincludingMajorEdwardswhohaslost both his
handsandanotherofficerwhohaslostbothlegs.MetDuchessofRutland,Lord
Middleton,PrinceDraus(?)theSpanishAmbassadorandhiswife, Sir Chas.
Younger, Lady Minto, Mrs. Hayter Held, Lady Holford and many others. Very
enjoyablegathering.SevenDutch shipssunk yesterday.They had refusedto
followadviceofAdmiraltyandreliedonsomeguaranteefromGermansources.
Monday, Feb. 26, 1917

Rose early and dealt with correspondence. Drafted letter to Long on
prohibition of importation. Confce with Long at 12 as to this subject and
as to representation of H.Z. at War Conference. Both Massey and Ward want
tocome.AskedhimtoarrangevisittoFrance.InafternoonwenttoWarCabinet
offices and examined many tlgms and reports. Range and area of subjects
enormous,touchingeveryconceivablequestionandextendingtoalmostevery
countryintheworld. Met. Col.Jones and Fleet Paymaster, Row. In evening
long discussion with Perley as to military. Burke, Steacy, Leckie and
others, Bennett's proposals for National Service &c. Discussed with
him N.Z. C1aim to have two representatives.Also considered questions
as to Irish Rangers and Forestry operations,
Tuesday, Feb. 27, 1917
Spent sleepless night and did not rise till 12. Saw Rogers and Hazen
as to various matters at 10. At 1.30 went to Lady Perley's luncheon.
Sir F. Lascelles, Lord F. Hamilton, Lady Minto, Duchess of Abercorn,
Mr.&Mrs.Astor,Mrs.BulkeleyMissAdam.Interestingconversationwith
LadyMinto.Thenconfceat3withSirJohnJellicoeastosubmarinedanger
which he regards as serious, confirming the impression I received
yesterdayfromcorrespondence.Thenat6interestingconversationwith
Law. of London Times as to voice in foreign policy &c. Interview
yesterday with Hurd of Mtl. Gazette who says Sir H.G. anxious for
affectivereportsastoouractivities.At6.45confcewithGeraldWhite
and Hepburn as to extension of Forestry operations and desirability
ofCan.control.Gotthroughdayfairlywell.Perleydesirousofouting.
Wednesday, Feb. 28, 1917
Better sleep last night. Dealt with correspondence. Saw Major Stuart
as to message to Doherty. Then to Col. office where for 1 1/2hours I
discussedwithLongvarietyofquestions,dateofConfce,rep'nofN.Z.,
restriction of import's, commandeering of cheese, Ireland, extension of
Parl'y term, &c. He says that Lloyd George favours an election as he
thinks he will sweep the country. Gave me an interesting history of
Asquith'stimidity, vacillationandinertia.SaysthatLloydGeorgeis
practically adictator.Variousconfcesinafternoon,Carsonwhoaired
his grievances and intends to vindicate himself, Pratt & Schofield who
thinkthereismuchdiscontent, & Y.M.C.A.delegation.MajorBirksand
others. Called on. Lowther and Barry, saw Duke of Wellington's room at
HorseGuardsandhadlongtalkwithAmery.Rec'dkeyofofficialdespatch
box from Col. Jones. In evening Parley's dinner at Marlborough Club.
A large company. Sat between Lansdowne and Long. Had long talk with
H.R,H.who'wasverygracious. A very pleasant evening. Met Lord Derby.
Thursday, March 1, 1917
Confce early with Rogers and Hazen. Told them I would take Perley as

a member of War Cabinet. Wrote Long as to that and many other matters.
Col.FrankReidcame.Seemscapableandsensibleman.Revisedinterviews
for Pall Mall Gazette and Telegraph. Went to luncheon with Perley and
metBeaverbrook.Brade,Graham,GreenandStewartLyon.Beaverbrooktold
memanyinterestingincidentsinlatechangeofGov't.SaysLloydGeorge
is amazingly clever. Confce in afternoon with Douglas of Can.Con.Co. as
to contract with Russian Gov't for cars and long interview with Gen.
Turnsr (who impressed me most favourably) as to C.E.F. He thinks too
manyBritish onstaffofcorpsandofdivisions.ReadreportsofMcRae,
McDonald,andLindsaywhoshowexcellentattemptsatreorganizationand
system. Rec's box from Colonial Office with reports for the day and
agenda for tomorrow. Discussed these with Rogers. Sent tlgm to Foster
as to securing cheese.
Friday, March 2, 1917
ConferredwithRogersandHazenandthenconfcewithCapt.Shaughnessy,
as to 199th Regt and other matters. Then to the War Cabinet which was
attended by P.M., Long, Balfour, Carson Chamberlain, Maclay, Addison,
Derby,myselfandPerleyforCanada,MasseyandWardforN.Z.andMorris
forNfld.Interestingdiscussionsonmanymatters,messagefrom"Pater",
submarine warfare construction or shipping, forestry battalions, &c.
&c. Then to luncheon with Stuart Lyon as guest; interesting talk with
him and gave him letter to Byng. Then to Foreign office and discussed
withBalfourAa'nsituationandtoldhimofmessagefromEmbassythrough.
Pope. Cabled Foster that we must remain here until 30 April; also as
toshipbuildingandforestrybns.ThenconfcewithGen.Jones,H.JCrowe
and his son, Count Harsdyski, and others. Then to dinner with Lady Myra
Cavendish. Met Lady iVolet Astor, Lady Herbert, Duchess of St. Albans,
Lords Lansdowne & Crewe, Ld. Robert Cecil
Saturday, March 3, 1917
Discussed conditions with Rogers and Hazen at ten and arranged for
thorn to attend meeting of Imports Restriction Com. Col. Edgecombe,
agoodbutimpulsivecitizenfromMan.calledwithataleofwoe.Talked
with him for 40 minutes and smoothed him. Miss Jean Findlay also came
and told that her fiance was killed on Somme last summer. Very earnest
andinterestingwomanoffinepurpose.Ineveninglongcons'nwithPerley
astomilitarymatters.Hehasfineabilityhutistoomechanical.Urged
him to get a couple of diplomatic and resourceful aides. Went to Cinema
Exhibit at Buckingham palace. Sat next to the Queen. The cinema very
good, showing Italian warfare in the Alps. The Masseys, Wards and
Morris's there. Lady Minto, Lord Stanmore, Lady Amp thill, Duke and
Princess Patricia came later. Met many Canadian, officers afterwards
at tea; also N.Z., Aus. and S.A. officers. All convalescents. King and
Queen went among them all.
Sunday, March 4, 1917

Cool dry air, quite cool and very pleasant. Went to luncheon with Lard
Bryce and they were very late being detained in church. Had a very
interesting talk with him as to conditions in America. Told him of
conditions there as I understood them, and spoke of-added respect of
AmericansforCanadasincethewar.DiscussedbrieflySamuel'sarticle
in Nineteenth Century and we agreed that his proposals are the most
feasible solutionyetsubmitted.InafternoonwenttoQrrLewistosee
Canadiansdancing.Met.LadyDawson,LadyMinto,LadyAllen,Mrs.Bowles
and Lady Enfield told me of their attempts at poultry raising. Dined
in evening with Sir Julian and Lady Byng. He is evidently a strong man
andveryproudofhisCanadiancommand.Isonleavesufferingfromgouty
sore throat. Wants us to delay visit till his return to front. Thinks
war will end this year but says he is no authority.
Monday, March 5, 1917
Groundcoveredwithsnowthismorning.Dealtwithcorrespondence.Sent
severaltlgmstoOttawa.ConfcewithMajorCampbellStuartandthenwith
Col. Simpson, Col, McLean (both Wpg.) and Major Clark, Ass't Ontario
Agent General. The three latter greatly disturbed about the
dissatisfaction among troops. Say Perley is no politician, that he
is absorbed in his work as High Commissioner, that he is cold and
unapproachable, and that he is not in touch with conditions. They say
Grits have a fine machine at work here. Arranged with Rogers and
Christie to take up trip to France with Turner and with Col. office.
LeaveonThursdaynext.Visited I.O.D.E.Hospital(Maj.McNutt).Queen
AlexandraHospital,andMrs. Arnold's Hosp. 47 Roland Gardens.Saw Many
Canadians,3woundedon1stMarch,StanleyandHeelandsofToronto.Dined
in evening with Waldorf Astor. Carson told amusing story of butler
introducing Bishop of Lichtfield and wife to whomhe referred as "his
concubine".
Tuesday, March 6, 1917
Attended War Cabinet and heard very interesting report from Lord
Milnerofhismission toRussia.Greatlyimpressedbycharacteristics
ofRussianpeople.SaystheyareorientalintypeVerylittleeffective
organizationinnationalaffairs.LunchedwithPerleyandrenewedappeal
to him to provide himself with suitable confidential men to keep him
acquainted with defects of Organization Then went with hi m to confce
withLordDerbyastoForestry organization,Fifth Division andStaff
appointments. Derby agreed with our views and promised to carry them
out. Then to Camberwell Hospital and 4th London Gen. Hosp. where I saw
manyCanadiansandamongthemLougheed's son.Sent tlgm to his father.
Addressed gathering in recreation rooms of both hospitals. During
evening dictated until 11.30 to Cole and cleared up correspondence.
Wednesday, March 7, 1917

Hazen reports asto interview with Imports Rest Com. Says Carson spoke
very gravely about scarcity of tonnage. Various expedients proposed.
ConfcewithPerleyandTurnerastovisit, toFrance.Capt.E.F.Newcsmbe
cameanddiscussedhisposition.AlsoEdmundBristolandCol.Alexander
whocomplainedoftreatmentinbeingdismissed fromposition asAss't
Judge Advocate Gen'l. In afternoon went to 4th London Gen. & St. Thomas
Hosps. and saw many Canadian wounded. They are splendidly brave and
cheerful. One boy Stewart of Nova Scotia, suffering from shell shock,
quiveringalloverbutbrave&cheerful.Perley cameandweleft at7.15
for Folkestonewhenwewere met by Col. Ashton, and his staff officers. Lt.
Gilmour of Wpg. accompanied us, Rogers, Hazen, Christie and myself.
Thursday, March 8, 1917
Roseat 6.30. Breakfast at 7.20 and leftforhospitals at 8.30. Snow last
night, very like Canadian weather. Visited WestcliffeSpec.Hosp.eye,ear
and throat, Moore's Barracks and Hospitals (all Canadian) and found
conditionsverygood.Nocomplaintfromanypatient.Thentosee Artillery
in training under Col. Mills, (son of Dr. James Mills) who seems a most
oapable man. Served at Gallipoli for 8 months. Has no doubt it might have
been won but for mismanagement. Saw officers training and then visited
infantry battalions in training, huts, kitchens, 4c. Luncheon at Divisional
Mess, Col. Mills presiding. Then left for Folkestone and took boat at 2.30
for France. Gen. Steele with us all morning. Shows age all the time. Col.
Secy and Speaker on boat. Good voyage to France. After securing luggage
proceededtoCol.Birkett's hosp.Hehasagedverymuch.Hadtea withKate
MoLatchy,Matron,andthesisters.Kateevidentlyratherhomesick;hasbeen
there two years next May. Spoke here and at Shorncliffe. They seemed very
pleased with what I said. Then to Hesdin where we arrived very late and
very cold.
Friday, March 9, 1917
LeftHesdinearlyfor Can.H.Q.andwerereceivedbyGen.Currieandother
officers. Griesbachcameveryshortlyandwewentouttoseefirst brigade
march in from the trenches. Fine looking men. Then went to 2nd Div. and
reviewed6thBrigade(Gen.Ketchen)andaddressedthemfor 15minutes.They
gave 3 great cheers and a tiger. Then to Mount St. Eloy where German shell
hadlandedafewhoursbefore. Ascendedtowerandhadgoodviewoffighting
area.Theshellingwasquitelivelyonbothsides.Weafterwardslearnedthat
the day before two men had been killed on the road over which we passed.
Afterluncheoninspected85thRegt.andaddressedthem.ThentofourthDiv.
underWatsonandsawthemrehearsingattackunderbarrage.Veryinteresting.
Then reviewed 7th Brigade who looked very fit (Gen. MacDonald). Addressed
them. Then saw attacking troops rehearse check by machine gun which they
smotheredwith bombs.ThentoH.Q.3rdDiv.Verysmartguardofhonourfrom
R.C.C.Sawmanyofficers, includingGascoigne, & C.O.B.C. Pioneer Bn. who
protested against being broken up. Then to dinner with Mess A (Watson
presiding) and back to Hesdin.

Saturday, March 10, 1917
Left at 8.45 for G.H.Q. Montreuil. Confce with Sir John Maxwell and Lord
Lovat as to Forestry Bns. Told them frankly that we knew the business and
wewantednointerferencewithorganizationordirectionofourunits.Then
toHaig'squartersatChateauwherewewerecordiallyreceived.Col.Wigram,
Zing'sEquerry,present.Privateconfcewith Haigwhowasgreatlydisturbed
aboutpropose:toplaceBr.Army virtually under Frenchcommand.Told meof
Calais confce and Lloyd George's proposal. Thinks French politicians at
bottom of it. Lyotey and Neville told him that they knew nothing of it
beforehand.ShowedmethememoproducedbytheFrenchevidentlypreparedwith
careinadvance.ToldhimIwouldfavourunityofcommandbutdidn'tapprove
of the proposal in that form. He urged us to wait another day and see the
areawoninrecentfightingontheSommebyourmen.Saidthatmenwhocould
dowhattheyhaddone,couldtakeanyposition.WentthentoNivelle's H.Q.
at Beauvais. Rec'd by Gen. Part who invented many excuses for Nivelle's
absence. Insisted we should stay to dinner. Met besides Nivelle, Gen.
D'Alenconandothers.D'Alenconstrongman.Theyspokemostwarmlyinpraise
of Can. Corps. Left at 9 and arrived at Hesdin 11.55. Sims with me.
Sunday, March 11, 1917.
A most interesting day. Gen. Stewart came at 8.30 also CoJ. Wigram sent
bySirD.Haig.WestartedforAlbertoververybadroad.Wenttonewrailway
backofThiepvalandwentfirstonbroadguageroadandthenon2foottramway
in ammunition cars drawn by miniature engines. Sims and Lash with us. Met
by Gen. Wilson who appears a very capable man and Col. Birch. Many German
prisonersworkingonroadtoAlbert.Wentoverwhathadbeennomanlandand
overtheterrainconqueredfromtheGermans.Stood forsometimeonplateau
near artillery observation station. Heavy shelling on both sides. German
shrapnel bursting around aeroplanes (10 in air at once) and over our
trenches.WalkedoversiteofThiepval;completelyobliterated.Groundall
churnedupbyshells.PickedupBochehelmetwithshellorbulletholethrough
it. Heavy guns thundering and shells bursting during entire stay. Most
interesting experience. Lunch at 4.15 at Amiens and then to Hesdin where
Ihad interesting co?'n first with Gen. Nash and then withMajor Nisson.
Monday, March 12, 1917
Inspected Nissen hut and hospital hut. Both seemed commodious and
convenient. Can be loaded on one lorry. Left at 8.30 for Bulogne and
arrived without, mishap a little after 10. Met Warner of Scotland Yard.
Left for England on "Leave Boat" Met on board Capt. Harris and Capt
MclntyreofBruceCo.Formertoldmeamusingstory ofFrenchCan.(22nd
Bn) who although wounded ran over to pummel a German wounded prisoner
and had to "be pulled off by his two orderlies. Also of French
Can.Sergeant and Corpl who differed as to who should take heat of
woundedmanthey werebringingin. FinallySergeant clubbedCorp'l and
brought them both in. French Ministers and Generals came over, another
boat, at same time. We all were ordered to put on life belts. Arrived

London at 4. Duchess Connaught seriously ill, measles and bronchial
pneumonia. Sent for Perley and had confce all evening with him, Hazen
and Rogers over various matters. Triad to arrange to give up holiday
but Perley seemed disappointed and concluded to go. Smuts arrived
today.
Tuesday, March 13, 1917
Verybusyday.AnsweredBp.PeterboroughastoHomeRule.Perleysaysthere
is serious thought of overseas Dominions being asked to deal with it.
Confce with Bristol and Meyer as to shipping; also with J.H.flummer.
Called last evening and again today at Clarence House. Duchess'
condition apparently very critical Gave statement in press as to my
visit to France and prepared statement as to visit to Shorncliffe.
Wrote to Haig, Nivelle, Currie &c. Left at 5.35 for Brighton, Royal
Crescent Hotel, King's Cliff. Very comfortable rooms,overlooking sea.
WhileatShorncliffeCol.MillstoldmeofhardshipsatGallipoli.Hesaid
all water heavily chlorinated. At bottom of one spring which they used
for drinking water -they eventually found the face of a Turk looking
upatthem.British stilldoingwellinWest.BagdadcapturedonSunday
by Gen. Maude's forces and great rejoicing in consequence.
Wednesday, March 14, 1917
Lovely soft air. Rose late. Telephoned to London for information and
plan showing troops and hospitals in this vicinity. Fifth Army have
capturedLoupartWoodwhichwesawonSundayandatwhichtheartillery
were then hammering. This is better than Gen. Wilson and Col. Burch
then expected. Duchess' condition is grave. Roberts Allen and
Courtenay arrived at noon and in afternoon we went to West Have Golf
links. Perley and I with handicap played against the others and were
beatentwoup.Weatherchangeableanduncertainbutnoraininafternoon.
Wrote to Laura and to Duke of Devonshire. Accepted dinner at Ld.
Lansdowne'sforMondayandLd.Farquhar'sforTuesday.Thehotelisvery
comfortable and well conducted. Dr. Vere Hotel, Kensington, and Grand
PumpBoomHotel,Bath,undersamemanagement.E.C.Vaughan,Mg.Director.
Arranged for visit tomorrow at Shoreham Camp and afterwards to
Kitchener Hosp. at Brighton.
Thursday, March 15 1917
Played golf in morning with the others and with additional handicap
they came out 1 up. Then Perley and I went to, Shoreham Camp (under
command of Gen. Landry and visited the various units. There were a
numberofcasualties justreturnedfromHastingswhomIaddressed.Saw
machine gun and bayonet exercise as well as trench warfare school. Met
CD's of following units - 10th, 13th, 20th, 22nd and 23rd Res. Batt.
Saw Col. Tait, Major McKenzie, Major Eden Smith, Lt.Col. Des Rosiers,
but not Lt. Col. Fowler, who was in quarantine, nor Lt. Col. Magee who

was in France. Lt.Col. W.W.Burland and Lt.Col. Fisher, also Major Bart
Maclellan. draining going on well. Men not at their training were
digging up ground for potato crop and evidently much interested in
their work.Hadshortbut interesting interview with Ld. Northcliffe.
Duchess of Connaught died last evening. I sent tlgm of sympathy to Duke
innameofmyself andPerley.SawalsoatShorehamLt.Col.A.J.Oliver,Lt.
Col . H.M .Campbell and Capt. E.G.Hargreaves.

Friday, March 16, 1917
Perley did not care to play, so Allen, Courtney and I played golf in
forenoon aid were in by 12.20. Astonishing news of abdication of Czar
and revolution in Russia. Accomplished I with little bloodshed.
Evidently due to dark forces, the Monk Rasputin, the pro-German Count
and bureaucratic influences, the meddling of the Impress, the weakness
of the Czar and his inability to realize or comprehend the forces of
liberty and democracy working among the people. It should apparently
strengthenthedeterminationofRussiatowinthewarandrenderherpower
more effective. In afternoon went to inspect camp at Crowborough and
foundgoodtrainingworkgoingon.Gen.Cmartill.Sawfollowingunits,Canadian Engineers Training Depot and Canadian Machine Gun Depot. Lt.
Col.BogartandMajorBalfour, showed us around. The Machine Gun studio
was worthy of note. There was a British officer assisting.
Saturday, March 17, 1917
Abdication of Czar officially announced in favour of his son, Grand
Duke Michael regent. New provisional Gov't seems to be strongly
established. United States vessel sunk without warning hut apparently
this does not affect their Gov'ts action. Played golf in afternoon and
Perley and I beat our opponents. In morning drove through New Haven,
a closed port (pass) to Seaford where we found excellent camp under
command of Col. Gardiner. Saw following units, al1 of them doing
well,-lst, 6th, 7th and 16th Reserve Batt. Saw Lt.Col. J.D.Hulme,
Lt.Col.M.A.Colquhoun,Lt.Col.A.B.CarpenterandLt.Col.J.L.Henniker;
also Major G.I.Gwynne, Capt. A.W.Nortbover and Major Milligan and many
othersincludingMajorPerleyofSt.John.Sawaclassofofficersroc's
instructions in bayonet exercise. Funeral of Duchess of Connaught on
Monday. The British captured Bapaume yesterday, apparently without
great loss. This most satisfactory.
Sunday, March 18, 1917
Delightfulbrightday.Airspringlikeanddelightful.Perley,Courtney
and Allen went to Golf at ten. The British captured besides Bapaume
no less than 15 villages. New Russian Gov't seems firmly established.
Irishquestionverymuchtothefore.Perleysaysthattheyseemdesirous
of having us undertake a solution. Went for walk at 12.55 and met young

Ackland with whom I had aninteresting talk.Poor boy,heisdreadfully
disfigured, but bright, cheerful and greatly interested in the recent
operations. He was wounded in front of Courcelette. Left Brighton at
4.15 and arrived London 6.15. Very pleasant journey by motor. Found
immense pile of correspondence awaiting me. Discussed with Rogers and
Hazen events during my absence. News that French Cabinet has resigned
andthatPeronnehasfallen.Everyonegreatlyencouraged.Feelingvery
confident.
Monday, March 19, 1917
WenttoWindsortoattendfuneralceremonyoflateDuchessofOonnaught.
Very impressive. Band played Chopins Funeral March beautifully. I sat
in one of the stalls occupied by Knights of the Garter. Early at work.
Dealt with correspondence which is heavy. Many reports that we are to
be called on to take up Irish question. British still advancing in
France. Definitely ascertained that Germans are retiring to what is
known as the Hindenburg Line which has been In preparation all winter
by forced labour. Confce in afternoon with Smuts and Massey. Met the
former for the first time. He impresses me as a strong and
straightforwardman.SenttlgmtoFoster askingformaximumproduction
of wheat by Canadian farmers. Dined in evening with Ld. and Lady
Lansdowne Lord & Lady Falmouth, Ld. and Lady Manners, Ld. Dunraven and
I only guests, except Sir Ian and Lady Hamilton.
Tuesday, March 20th, 1917
Attended meeting of wheat committee at 5.30 to discuss price,
prohibition of export &c. Told them we could not forces Can. farmers
to take less than market price. Confc at ten with Massey and Smuts.
Attended first formal meeting of Imperial War Cabinet. All Dominions
representedexceptAustralia.Indiaalsorepresented.Discussedtlgmto
P.M. of Australia and settled form. Lloyd George made a statement of
over an hour on objects, position and continuance of the war. It was
very well done, but perhaps touched too much on some points that are
admitted. We all said a few words in reply. Arranged for meetings, on
Thuesdy and Thursday mornings and Friday afternoons. We were all
photographed after the confuse. During afternoon had confce with Col.(?)
as to85th Bn and as to visit of Marsillac, a French journalist, to
Canadian corps. Then took up and dealt with correspondence. Interviews
with McDonnell of Ry.Cons Corps and Col. H.T.Tremain. Dined in evening
withLordFarquhar.Verylargegathering.Satathisright.LloydGeorge
next to me.
Wednesday, March 21st, 1917
Attended meeting of Imperial War Confoe at 11.30. Mr. Long presiding.
Speeches from him, myself, Massey, Smuts, Morris and Chamberlain. Smuts,
MasseyandIappointedcom.toprepareagenda.Confoetomeetat11onMondays,

WednesdaysandSaturdays.Perleycametolunchanddiscussedseveralmatters
such as recognition in foreign policy, economic questions, emigration &c.
TlgmfromOttawathatBlondinhasresignedandenlisted.Fostercablesthat
theCouncilapprove.SeveralcablesaboutBossRifle.ArrangedwithTurner
to inspect troops at Bramshott and Witley on Easter Monday. Worked at
correspondence and documents during evening. Wrote to Laura. Considered
agenda for Imp. War. Com.
Thursday, March 22, 1917
AstonishingtlgmfromWhitethroughBlountastomessagesentbyStoddart,
wheatagentofBritishGov't.DiscusseditwithHazenandRogers.Letterfrom
Edinburgh offering freedom of City. Maharajah of Bikaner and Smuts also
going. Attended War Cabinet at 11.50 and listened to long and interesting
explanation by Balfour of Peace terms and generally of foreign relations.
Onmanydifficultpointshesaidhehadnosuggestionstooffer.Itwasleft
toomuchintheair.BeforeattendinghadanhoursdiscussionwithSmutsand
Massey as to agenda and as to resolutions to be moved respecting
constitutionalrelations.Iinsisted onaclausedeclaringourrighttoan
adequate voice in foreign policy Smuts fears this major involve
responsibility for financial aid in defence Ac. At 5 P.M., attended formal
meeting of Com. to settle agenda. Long spoke to us about acting on Com. to
settleIrishquestions.Isaidbesidesotherdifficultiestherewasthelack
oftime.Masseyagreed.Smutsseemedwillingtoconsider.WentwithChristie
to see "General Post" at Haymarket.
Friday, March 23, 1917
At9.30SirMontagueAllancameastominormattersandthenPerley,Rogers,
HazenandIdiscussed199thRegtandpublicity.Thenfortwohourswentover
variouspaperscirculatedtomembersofWarCabinet.ThentolunchwithLd.
Milnerwith whomIhadveryinterestingconversation.Hethinkspeaceterms
not sufficiently defined. Says conditions in Russia not satisfactory. Is
apprehensiveastosafetyofCzar.DoesnotthinkCzarinapro-German.Czar
well meaning but weak and easily led. War Cabinet at 3.15. Statement of
GeneralStaffandforeignpolicyandtermsofpeaceunderdiscussion.Smuts
madeableandinterestingspeech.Thinkswecanonlyhavemoderatemilitary
success. Wants European confe to settle terms of peace in several most
importantrespects.Ijoinedindiscussion,urgedbestefforts,deprecated
any modification of announced terms and protested against Balfour'B
suggestionthatweshouldnotmakeupourminds.DinnerineveningatAusten
Chamberlains.
Saturday, March 24, 1917
Confess and correspondence early and then to Imperial War Confoe. Took
exception to use of word "American" or U.S. as distinguished from Canada.
Interestingdiscussionastodemobilizationandarrangedthatmendesirous
ofvisitingU.K.shouldhaveopportunityofdoingso.ThenconsideredSupply

of horses and their shipment. We took exception to purchases in U.S. while
Canada was neglected. Took exception also to using Britishration as a
standard. Urged that supplies should be purchased within Empire as far as
possible. Then adjourned to courtyard and were photographed. Then to
luncheon at Carlton with Maharajah of Bikaner who says he can trace his
ancestry for 10,000 year; Sir Jas. Dunlop Smith and Massey also present.
Thento hotel andconfusewith Perley and Rogers asto providing memoranda
forconfer.InvitationfromUniversityofEdinburghtoacceptdegree.Left
for Oxford with Maitland at 4.55for amuchneededrestoverthe week end.
Met at Station by the Warden. Two young Canadians training at Oxford
recognized me while we were walking to the College and told me of many
Canadians In hospital Ac.
Sunday, March 25, 1917
Warden of All Souls, Pember. Dined in Common Boom, All Souls. Warden's
Grace "Benedictus benedicat". Grace "Benedicto benefice". McNaughton
and Robertson, "fellows" and a young "fellow" in Khaki also present.
Rosefor9.15breakfastandvisitedseveralcolleges,especiallyMerton
where we saw old mediaeval library and beautiful chapel and St. Johns
withmostbeautifulchapel.Visited andaddressedCanadiansatBaliol.
Went to Oxford Union and saw most interesting minute book containing
recordofdebates.Thenat4to3rdGen.Hosp.whereIsawmanyCanadians.
Then with Capt Norman to Christ church where I met and addressed many
Canadians. Met. Capt. McNab and went with him to Queens college and
afterwardssawCapt.Tucker.ThantoMagdalenChapterforservice.Most
beautifulanthemfromHandel's"Messiah""Hewasdespisedandrejected".
Then to Cowley St. section Hospital where I saw 16 Canadians. Then to
Somerville under command of Capt. Allison, where I addressed
BritishCan, Australian, S.A. and N.Z. officers. Most interesting
gathering.Thentodinnerat8.30tomeetDr.McCann,ProfOmanandProf.
Egerton.
Monday, March 26, 1917
Returned from Oxford. Campbell, Canadian Cadent and a handsome young
EnglishCadetat breakfast.WarConfceat11.Discussed uniformityof
equipment, and passed resolutions as to attaching overseas officers to
ordnancehere. I tookexception to Dominions adopting British types as
ourownideasshouldbeconsidered.Thiswasagreedto. Longdiscussion
as to war medals. New Zealanders wanted special medal for Galllpolii
IndiapreferredsimilarrequestastoIndiantroops.SmutsandIthought
it could not be done. Question left undecided. Ward gave notice of
resolution as to Naval defence. He rambles often but occasionally has
a good idea. Worked at endless correspondence and had many interviews
in afternoon. Col. Beers, Gladwyn, McDougall &c. Accepted offer of
degreefromEdinburghUniversity.Decidedtogoon11thApril.Readmany
documents as to naval situation. Shipping, food supply &c which have
been circulated.
Tuesday, March 27, 1917

Confce with D'Egville as to documents in records of War Cabinet that
shouldberead.AttendancewithHasenatWarCabinetandveryinteresting
discussion,firstastotermsofpeaceandthenastoshortageoftonnage
for food supply. As to first I pointed out responsibility of Gov'ts of
Dominions for peace/ terms and as to second I urged restriction of
use of wheat and a substitution of other foods. Sharp passage between
CuraonandCarsonas to colliers for fleet.In afternoon discussed with
HazenahdRogersproposedresolutionsandourcourseatconfce/tomorrow.
Later I had important interview with Long in which I pointed out our
positionastopreference.HesaysP.M.istomakeanannouncement.Then
Ishowedhimresolutionsastoconst'lrelationsandhethoughtmydraft
mostsuitable.IntheeveningdiscussedthemwithSifts,Masseyandthey
all agreed.
Wednesday, March 28, 1917
Correspondenceandthenwarconfuse.Gavenoticeofmyres'nonconts'l
relations,havingfirstseenWardwhoraisednoquestion.Atconfcespoke
in a tiresome way for an hour and moved his res'n. I followed for ten
minutes and suggested important changes. Then Massey spoke for 40
minutes, airing N.Z's grievances. We then went to 1unch at Buckingham
Palace. There was a company of about 30 including all overseas,
Ministers, Long, Curzon, Lloyd George and Bonar Law. Got away at 5.15
forpresentationofmaceatGuildHall.LordMayorinChair.SirCharles
Wakefield made presentation and I replied. Then Sir George Touohe and
SirSamuelSheadmovedvoteofthankstoMayor.Maceonexhibition.Very
beautiful. Our people pleased with my speech. Then several confces at
rooms, especially with Steacy as to Kemp's decision and with Mayor of
Hamilton as to oar orders from France. Dined in evening with Lady
Northcote and sat next to her and Lady McMartin. Sir H. & Lady Meux,
Lord & Lady Oarnock and Lord & Lady Fortescue were other guests.
Thursday, Maroh 29, 1917
Disturbing telegrams as to ry. situationarrivedlast evening.Discussed
them with Rogers, Hazen and Perley this morning. Then to War Cabinet where
a somewhat futile discussion took place. As bad as our Cabinet. They begin
to see the difficulties of their policy of reprisals with which I did not
agree. Discussed timber supplies and men for forestry. Also food
restriction on a more vigorous policy. Went thence to luncheonwith lady
Edw. Cavendish. Her son resembles her greatly. Sir P.Lascelles, Lady Mary
Hamilton,DuchessofSt.Albans,MissEgerton and[blank]wereotherguests.
Then to hotel. At 5 went
with Perley to meet Long who wished to discuss availability of men for
labour, although unit for military service. He spoke of tlgm from Percy
Hurd to Mtl. Long was disturbed as to breach of confidence by members of
oonfce.Pointedouttohimthat manystatements in tlgm are inaccurate and
ashrewdjournalistcouldguessattherestasprobable.HealludedtoRogers
as having "leaked"; but I told him of a conversation between Bikaner and
Lady Diana Banners, overheard in a theatre, in which Bikaner was

extraordinarilyindiscreetindescribingthemembersandproceedingsofthe
c
onference. Delegation from Manchester offered me freedom of city which I
agreedtoaccept.DiscussedineveningvariousmatterswithHazenandRogers
and prepared for confuse tomorrow.
Friday, March 30, 1917
Rose early and dealt with correspondence. Good news yesterday of victory
inPalestine.Confceyesterdayafternoon(withBalfourastoBlondin.Wrote
himthismorning.WroteLloydGeorgeprotestingagainstproposedreprisals.
Wrote Long objecting to retention of Stoddart. Went to confce at eleven.
Wardacceptedmyproposaltoamendhisresol'n renavaldefence.ThenWard
madealongspeechastoimportanceofPacific.N.Z.hastakenupmorethan
half the time, probably three fourths. Then in afternoon to War Cabinet.
GavethemafullstatementastoCanada'spartinthewar.LloydGeorgespoke
of it as very impressive and asked me to tell Council about the extent of
ourvoluntarycontributions.SenttlgmtoWhiteastory.situationandas
toextendingParlyterm.HazenreportedthatCom.decidedagainstreprisals.
Major Lash reported satisfactory arrangements respecting 85th Band. In
eveningconsideredspeechbeforeEmpireParl'yassociation.Newsfromfront
continues good. Russian conditions unsatisfactory.
Saturday, March 31, 1917
Last night three inches of snowfell and streets very sloppy. Went to Sir
JosephMacLeay'scom.attenandlistenedfortwohourstoadiscussionthat
wasnotveryinspiring.ThentoLordRobertCecil anddiscussedwithhimthe
niokle question. He agreed to withdraw letter and all correspondence
founded thereon is also to be withdrawn. In afternoon discussed with Long
extension of Parl'y term. He is very strong in its favour thinks it would
becriminaltohaveanelection.Askedhimtoexpediteproceedingsinconfce
asN.Z.istakinguptoomuchtimeHeagreedtodoso.CalledatBuckingham
PalaceandClarenceHouse.WiredBlountastoadjourningParl'tto15thMay.
WentineveningwithChristietoWyndham'eTheatreandsaw"London'sPride",
very amusing. DuMaurler had leading part.
Sunday, April 1, 1917
Moresnowtoday.Weatherverycoldandunpleasant.Densefogduringportion
of forenoon. Slept soundly until 10.15. Worked for an hour from 12 to 1.
Lunched with Duke and Duchess of Aberoorn and met Lady Mary Hamilton who
istogotoCanadawithus.Verybrightgirl,evidentlyofstrongcharacter.
Lord Lansdowna, Lord and Lady Edmund Talbot and Lord Allsop were guests.
ThentoserviceatWestminsterAbbey.Excellentmusic.SermonbyRev.H.H.
Charles, Canon in Besidenoe. Strongly denounced U.S. for not coming into
war. Said they ooh&idered only their own profit and comfort. "Their
escutcheon had been stained with an ineffaceable shame." Then to call on
McBride who looks thin and pale but seems bright. Drove Miss Boultbee and

MissMowbraytotheirdestination.ThentoRoyalFreeHosp.,GreysInnBead,
where I saw many Canadians wounded including Mcintosh Bell. Confce in
evening with Gen. St. P. Hughes who oomplains bitterly of Watson's
treatment.
Monday, April 2, 1917
Interview at 12 with Geoffrey Robinson respecting constitutional
development. Went to Empire Parl'y luncheon and responded to toast. My
speech very enthusiastically received also that of Gen. Smuts which was
particularlyeffective.Morriswasinrapturesovermyspeechwhichhesaid
was splendid in every way. Massey thought I was too easy on Germany. Ward
wasveryappreciative.ThentoImperialWarConfcewherediscussedatsome
lengthrestrictionofimportsandexportsafterthewar.Weallagreedthat
thesubjectwas very difficultandcomplexandweadjournedwithaviewto
theformulationofaresolution.thereafterconfceswithLefroyof"Canada"
whosaysthat"Truth"containsanarticleattackingRogers.AlsoGen.Leckie
astohispromotion.AlsoH.?.Calvinwhoismuchmovedabouthisfourboys.
Snowstorm nearly all day. Wrote to Laura yesterday. Worked at papers and
correspondence all evening.
Tuesday, April 3, 1917
War Cabinet at 11.30 Many warm congratulations respecting my speech
especiallyfromLloydGeorgewhowasenthusiasticinhisappreciation.Very
interesting statement from Chancellor of Exchequer who says G.B. has
expended 4400millionsinwar,ofwhich850havebeenloanedtoAllies and
120 to Dominions. Of total expenditure 1100 has been paid out of war
taxation. He was very appreciative in his rfce to Canada's effort. He is
greatly cheered by entry of U.S. into the war and the President's message
anditsreceptionbyCongressarethesubjectofuniversalcongratulation.
Went with Perley to luncheon and discussed administrative matters. LLoyd
George wants us to discuss preference in War Cabinet before taking 1t up
inConfce.RepresentativesofDominionsmetinmyroomat3.30andweagreed
upon resolutions including my resolution as to national resources and
theirdevelopment.SawLongat6.15andexplainedtohim,givinghimcopies.
Dinner at Lord Derby's Where I met Lord French, Herbert, Evans,
Worthington,Norton Griffiths and many others.
Wednesday, April 4, 1917
Very tired. Wretched night. Confce at 11. Longs nephew killed yesterday
atCalais,accidental.Confcediscussedimportandexport.Passedtwoformal
resolution with respect to Trade Com'rs and Patents and Trade marks. Then
discussedcontrolofmetalsandImadeastatementrespectingnickel.Then
to luncheon with Staff of lay and Estates Branch at Windsor Hotel, whom I
brieflyaddressed.ThentoHotelandconfcewithGen.McDougallandMaurice
SebastienrepresentingFrenchGov't,astoemploymentOf Canadian Forestry

CorpsunderFrenchGov'tandastoordersfromFrenchGov'tfortimberwhich
otherwisewouldgotoFinland.Thencorrespondenceadlib.Afterwardsconfce
withPerleyandTurnerastoanumberofmatters,5thDiv.,Forestry,Steacy,
Burke, Carson &c. Then to dinner with Nickens at Jules Restaurant, Germyn
St.Gen.&LadyLyttleton,theirdaughter.LadyHowiok,MajorGrenfell.Then
to Strand Theatre to see "Under Cover", thrilling play rather overdone.
Thursday, April 5, 1917
Rose very early and attended to correspondence at 10.50 attended Duke of
Connaught and had interesting talk. He grieves greatly over Duchess death
butbearsupverywell.Waspleasedwithmyspeech.ThentoWarCabinetwhere
Balfour'svisittoU.S.wasannounced.Discussedairserviceatlength.Sir
DavidHenderson'sstatementandthatofMajorBairdveryreassuring.Cabinet
askedSmutsandmetospeakonsubjectatEdinburgh.SuggestedtoLloydGeorge
thatifBryoewereinformallyinvitedtoU.S.hewouldbehelpful.Lunched
withLloydGeorge.Burypresent,justreturnedfromPetrograd.Saysrioting
muchgreaterthanreported,5600killed,40,000casualties.Navalofficers
killed in great numbers. During afternoon attended to correspondence and
hadvariousinterviews;Steacy,Burke^andothers.Burkeveryviolentinhis
denunciations of Perley. During evening considered speech at Edinburgh.
Long tlgm giving summary of railway report and discussed it with Hazen.
Friday, April 6, 1917
DraftedEdinburghspeechandreadstatementofSirDavidHenderson.Congress
has approved of President's message and has passed res'n declaring war on
Germany. Snow this morning and weather very wretched, worst known, they
say, for 40 years. Poster has decided to go on with session. Left at 2.10
forOrpington,atOntarioHospital.Addressedconvalescentsandpresented
militarymedaltoSergeantRoweofTorontowhoisstillsufferingfromshell
shock. Went through 20 wards and saw all the Canadians I had not met in
recreation hall. Fine hospital, well organized and splendidly equipped.
Then called on Mrs. Long who is bearing up well and is much interested in
ourwork.ConfceatnoonwithTurnerastoSteacyandBurke.SentforTremain
andattachedhimtomystaff.InterviewwithDaPassandAspinallastoWest
India matters. Hazen and I think ry. report not had.
Satuorday, April 7, 1917
ConfcewithRogersastovariousmatters.RevisedEdinburghspeech.Weather
verycoldandunpleasant.Dealtwithcorrespondence.TelegraphedFosteras
to co-operating with Balfour and to Blount as to proceeding with session.
Left for Epsom at 2.40 and arrived at 3.30, Hospital in charge of Lt.Col
Irving, son of Sir Aemilius Irving. Presented military medals to 10 men
awardedfor conspicuous gallantryand resourcefulness.Several othershad
been awarded medals which had not arrived. Addressed gathering of about
1600, chiefly Canadians. They listened with most earnest attention and

vigorouslyapplauded.Iwasthenphotographedwiththosetowhommedalshad
been awarded. Met. Lady Beaverbrook. Then to Peper Harrow. Lord and Lady
Brook, Mrs. Greville Scott and Lady McMahon and Paget, M.P., Sen. & Mrs.
Hughes,Gen.DoddsandacoupleofBr.officersatdinner.AlsoLadySt.Pelier
whotoldmeofayoungCan.aviatorwhohadadoptedherashis"Granny".Was
toldatEpsomofProf.HoseofMcGillhavingenlistedasaprivate.Weather
very cool.
Sunday, April 8, 1917
Weather a little brighter but very cool. Went to service at 11. Very
interesting house and park. River Way runs through park and joins Thames
at Waybridge. Great air battle in France yesterday. Our machines missing
28;Germanmachinessentdown46,ofwhich15knowntobedestroyed.After
luncheon went to 5th Div. and addressed a gathering of 1200 in the Cinema
Hall. Spoke for 40 minutes and had most enthusiastic reception. Splendid
looking earnest men. Then to Peper Harrow for tea and at 6 to Godalming
foramusicalentertainmentgivenbyMrs.Hendersonwhohasbeanmostkind
to the Canadians. Several good musical numbers after which Lord Midleton
movednoteofthanksandIthenspoke.HadgreatreceptionwhenIentered.
Dinnerpartyinevening.AshtonandotherCanadianofficerspresent.Went
up stairs at ten and worked at War Cabinet papers until 12.
Monday, April 9, 1917
Leftat10forWitleyCampandsawBrigademarchpast,thenwenttoArtillery
andsawaturnout,theirequipmentandtheirtraining.Col.Lassiter,U.S.
military attache was present. Many reporters and photographers also.
Witnessedattackonpositionsupasidehill,underbarrage.Verywelldone.
Sawandaddressed185thBn.HadluncheonatdivH.Q.ThentoBramshottCamp
wherewesawveryinterestingfinaltrainingwithbayonet;actualfighting
onthegroundandinthetrencheswithmasksandspringbayonets.Operations
of attack on an advancedHun trench carried out, very realistic. Then
inspected Guard of Honour and presented medals after which I addressed
officers of the sixth brigade in a blizzard. Then to tea in Y.M.C.A. and
thencetoLondon.Strainedmusclesoflegduringforenoonandwasattended
infieldambulancedressingstation.OurmenheavingengagedatVimyRidge
yesterday and today. Snow.
Tuesday, April 10, 1917
CanadianswonsplendidvictoryintakingVimyRidgeyesterday.Finetribute
byHaig.SomementionineditorialsbutnoneinTimes,whichisdisgraceful.
Sent for Perley and discussed Lord Brook's position. Also need of closer
touch with Press. Confce at 12 with Bigland as to prohibiting exportation
oflinseed.Toldhimwecouldnotdothistoreduceprice.Confcethereafter
with executive of Wheat Com'n as to requisitioning wheat to prevent price
soaring out of sight. Perley stayed to luncheon and I discussed several

matters with him. Despatched telegram
of congratulation to Gen. Byng. Went over speech with sir D. Henderson
who approved, also with Long who approved. Discussed with Long
constitutionofmissiontoU.S.andtelegraphedFoster.Tookupwithhim
Graham's request as to remainder and wrote him. Wrote Long expressing
thanks to King for his mention of Canadians. Snow flurries during day.
All newspapers ringing with praise of Canadians.
Wednesday, April 11, 1917
Arrived Edinburgh 8. Met by rep'se of Lord Provost. Excellent rooms in
Hotel.Lord Provost cameat10.40.WenttoCityHall.Res'nsofCouncil
werereadandweinturnspoke.Ileadingoff.Myspeechwellreceived.
Smutstoldmeafterwardsthathethoughtitadmirable.HeandMaharajah
spoke well. Then to luncheon at which Lord Provost presided and where
weagainspoke,Maharajahleadingoff.Thentouniversitywherewewere
gowned and entered hall in solemn procession. Dean of Law Faculty read
firstreasonsforconferringdegreeonme,thenSmuts,thenBikaner.Then
contrary to custom we were called on to speak and our addresses were
accorded most enthusiastic reception. Then to Lady Linlithgow's Club
where I addressed soldiers present, chiefly Canadians. Then to 3
Hospitals to see wounded Canadians. In evening Sir Alfred Ewing,
Principal of University gave us a dinner. Sat by Lord Justice Clark at
luncheonandbyLordDundasatdinner.Smutsingreatformafterdinner.
Left for London at 10. Very inspiring day.
Thursday, April 12, 1917
Returned from Edinburgh at 8 and dealt with correspondence. Went over
papersforWarCabinet.ConfcewithLong,whotoldmethatwecouldhave
bothFosterandWhiteatWashingtonasmembersofMission.Alsothatwe
canhave aCanadian onEmbassyatWashington.ThentoWarCabinetwhere
we discussed Greece and appointment of Committees on terms of peace.
Attended American Club luncheon and heard excellent speeches from
Ambassador and Lloyd George. Great demonstration when Ambassador gave
anespecialwelcometome.Variousconfcesinafternoonandattendedin
evening banquet of Pilgrims American Ambassador. Bryce presided and he
and Ambassador made good but not inspiring speeches. Sat near Bishop
Brest who proved to be a Canadian.
Friday, April 13, 1917
Attended confce at 11 to 1 and wasted much time (Massey responsible)
in discussing charter of proposed Graves Com'n. Then to luncheon where
ImetEdwardMarshallwhowantsaninterviewfor40Americannewspapers.
A very capable and earnest man. Then to War Cabinet where we discussed
conditionsinGreece,enlistmentofAmericansinCanadianArmyandother

natters. Then to meeting of Com. on War Confce agenda after which I
discussedpurchaseofcheesebyBr.Gov'tinCanada.Theninterviewwith
Sir Vincent Caillard who is very strong on preference. Then confce with
A.H.O'BrienandwithCol.AlmondandCol.WorkmanastoChaplainservice.
TheyhaveabsolutelynouseforSteacyandnoconfidenceinBurke.Burke
an intriguer; Steacy lazy, incapable and useless. Major Lash cams and
gaveveryinterestingaccountofrecentfighting.Thenlongconfcewith
Rogers and Hazen as to various matters. Tired. Bury at breakfast.
Saturday, April 14, 1917
Worked very hard at correspondence and papers all day. Discussed wheat
andcheesequestionswithRogersandParleyandwheatquestionwithLong
whosawnoobjeotiontoWhite'sproposalsSenttlgmstoWhiteandFoster
onbothsubjects.HadPerleyatluncheonanddiscussedconditionswithhim.
Steacy came and apparently expected that I would dismiss Almond and if
necessary Perley and reinstate him. His incapacity is in proportion to
hisself-conceitandindolence.PhilipKerr cameto breakfastand Ihad
an interesting talk with him as to constitutional development. He paid
greattributetomyspeechbeforeEmp.ParlyAss'nandthinksImp.Confce
may develop into a rep'n of Parlt's instead of Govts. Left at 5.40 by
motor for Windsor and arrived at 6.40. Rooms 257 and 259 Edward 3rd's
Tower. Very commodious. Bath in what seemed a wardrobe. At dinner sat
onQueen'sright.DiscussedCanadianachievements.Mrs.CllveWigramon
other side. Ld. Rosebery, Hon Sibyl Gardogan, Arch'p of York, Marquis
di Soveral, Visoount Valentia, Hon. Henry Stonor, Sir Derek & Lady
Keppel, the Princess Mary and the three Princes, Lady Minto, Lady Mary
Trefusis, Mile Dussau, Sir F Ponsonby, Ld. Standfordham, Col. and Mrs.
Clive Wigram, Mr. H.P. Hansell (tutor)
Sunday, April 15, 1917
Hadbreakfastinroom.Serviceinprivatechapelat11.ThenQueenshowed
us her apartments which were those of Queen Victoria. Afterwards the
Librarian,Hon.W.F.Fortescue,tookusoverCastle,mostinterestingtour.
MoundunderroundtowerisworkoftheConqueror.ThenCastleproperwas
begun by Henry II. Edward III carried it further and nearly every King
did something,some of them bedevilling it. Saw lock of Mary (Sootts')
beautiful hair, shirt which Charles I wore on scaffold, also his lace
collar;portraitsandminiaturesofnearlyalltheKingsandQueens,their
signatures andseals(huge),Elizabeth'ssignatureparticularlystrong.
Old English script nearly same as modern German. Went into kitchen,
service hall and gold plate room. Wonderful treasure of manuscripts,
engravings (one by Rupert of theRhine) and letters everywhere.Was in
Edward3rdlivingroominRoundToweralsoinroomswhereGeorgeIIIwas
confinedduringinsanity.InafternoontoldWigramP.ofW.shouldmarry
an Englishwoman.He agreed and suggested I should speak to King. Thinks
King is a little discouraged. King presented us with photographs and
History of Windsor Castle,both autographed.

Monday,April 16, 1917
After dinner last evening spoke to the King about marriage of P.of W.
Introduced subject by pointing out that Crown was the chief tie that
united the Mother Country and the Dominions; it symbolized the majesty
and unity of the Empire. Said that as Prime Minister of the premier
Dominion I conceived it not only my right but my duty to inform him of
the feeling in Canada. That I believed the feeling was strong and
practicallyunanimousthattheP.OfW.oughttomarrywithintheEmpire.
H.M. became quite interested and a little excited. He said he and the
Queenhadconsideredthatquestionmorethanonce,thatitwastheirstrong
opinionthatthePrinceshouldmarrywithintheEmpire.Hefurthersaid
thatwhilehewishedmetomakenopublicstatementonthesubjectIcould
privatelyinformanyofmyfriendsofhisdecisiononthequestion.Left
Windsorat8.45withMasseyandarrivedHotel9.45.WenttoImperialWar
Confceat11andmovedres'nrespectingconstitutionalrelations.Spoke
15mine.ReferredtoKing'sposition4c.MasseyandSniutsfollowed.Latter
paid very high compliment to my speech before Emp. Parly Ass'n. Sinha
proposed amendment including India in a qualified manner. I accepted.
Ward made long rambling speech 50 minutes, without logical Idea In
afternoonattendedLordMilner'scommitteeontermsofpeaceotherthan
territorialandmadeprogress.Ineveninghaddinner(verypleasant)for
membersofConfceafterwhichtherewasaninterestingdiscussionasto
the position ofIndianswithinthe Empire.Sinhaput forwardhisviews
ably and moderately and I replied frankly. Many interviews, forestry
operations,Ac.
Tuesday, April 17, 1917
Worked at enormous mass of material for Milner's committee. Impressed
with Germany's intention to use state organization in support of
industries after war. Committee sat until 5.30 and made progress in
deciding what should not be included in terms of Peace. Henderson took
exception to Hewins presence. Evidently strong feeling on tariff
reform,strongoppositiontotaxationoffood.AfterCom.smutsandIwent
to Imperial Institute where we found a very large and enthusiastic
gathering; met daughters of Sir Bartle Frere. In evening dictated
Manchester speech.
Wednesday,April 18, 1917
TlgmtoFosterastores'nreU.S.entryintowar.Newsfromfrontgood.
Frenchcaptured13,000prisoners.DisposedofseveralmattersinConfce.
Sinhagaveusdraftofproposed motionreIndians.Rathertoosteep for
us.TelegraphedittoCabinetfortheirviews.Interestinginterviewwith
Visoount Milner as to war conditions, status of Dominions, spirit of
Prance,tradewithGermany.Thento1stLondonGeneralHospand4thLondon

General where I saw many wounded Canadian officers all in good spirit
andveryproudoftheirachievement.At4.15wenttomeetingofWarCent.
Ass'n and addressed them. During evening worked at correspondence and
documents for committee tomorrow and revised Manchester speech. Worked
untilafter 1A.M.Verytired.ConfcewithAitkenlatelasteveningwho
told me much respecting Hughes' eccentricities.
Thursday, April 19, 1917
WentoverdocumentsforCom.andthentoseeLongwhoexplainedthatCom'n
of 5 is to be appointed to pool Allies' food resources and arrange for
purchase and allocation. One representative for all Dominions. Then to
Com. and made considerable progress. Much interesting discussion and
valuable suggestions. Sought to bring them to the point as they were
inclinedtostray.ThentoluncheonwithParley,LadyDawkinsonmyleft
andLadyJelliooeonmyright.DuringafternoonconfceswithRogersand
Hazen andsenttlgm toMeighen as to franchise.Invitation from Cardiff
to accept freedom. Tlgm from White as to public statement of our work
and asked Rogers and Hazen to give memo, interview with Gould Adams as
toproducingnitratesfromairinCanada.InterviewwithFrenchofficers
going to Canada to aid in recruiting.
Friday, April 20, 1917
PreparedtlgmforFostergivingaccountofouractivitiessincearrival
and submitted to Long who approved. Attend meeting of subcommittee on
PeaceTerms.Interestingdiscussion onfreedomofseasandonleagueof
Peace. Lord Robert Cecil said he had teen convinced as to reduction of
armamentsbySirEyreCrowesmemo.Isaidthattheexistingsocialorder
woulddisappearandsomethingtakeitsplaceifwarcouldnotbeprevented
onthisscalethatG.B.andU.S.couldhavepreventedthiswar.Leftfor
Manchesterat6.15withMasseyandMorris.Arrivedat11,reo'dbyMayor's
rep've. Morris told good story of Port-a-Down orangeman who being
reproached for abuse of Pope said that at least he had a d-—d bad name
around Port a Down.
Saturday, April 21, 1917
At 9.30 came Lord Mayor and party and took us to Ship Canal and docks.
ThentoWestinghouse plant whichemploys7000menand3000women.At 12
arrived at Town Hall where freedom was presented. We made short
acknowledgments. Luncheon served in large hall in same building and we
responded at some length to toasts. I spoke of necessity of conserving
and controlling natural resources. Speech well received. Then to
Armstrong-Whitworthworkswhichweinspectedforanhour.First,however,
visitedhospitalwhereweaddressedagatheringofthewounded,chiefly
Canadians.Col.Tremainwithme.Thentohotelandtrain,LordMayorand

party accompanying us. Left at 5.45 for London,and arrived at 10.30.
FoundthatLongaftermydeparturehadstoppedtlgmtoFoster.Iwasvery
angry and swore vengeance. Very tired but had good day in Manehester.
Sunday, April 22, 1917
Roseearlyandleftat9forAsylumHospitalnearEpsomwhereIsawover
300 Canadians and addressed a gathering of them. Very large and
commodioushospital.ThentoCherkleyandluncheonwithBeaverbrook.He
gave me the typewritten history of incidents leading to overthrow of
AsquithGov't.Veryinterestingespeciallyinlaterstages.Hesaysthe
soldierscallLordDerby"GeneralJudas".LloydGeorgesaidthatkeeping
in touch with Lord Northcliffe was like taking an evening stroll with
agrasshopper.TheysaidofLordMinerthatononeoccasionheconsulted,
on question of acceptinga position in Gov't, not only the usual number
offriendsbutthedoorkeeperofthewarDept.ThentoClivedenarriving
6.50 and proceeded immediately to hosp. Addressed gathering in
recreationroomandwentthroughthewardsuntil8.45.Mrs.Phippsplayed
guitarand sangsouthernsoldiersongsafter dinner.Reached London at
12.15 A.M.
Monday, April 23, 1917
Began Confce at 10,30. Settled Graves Com'n charter and had a long and
rather fruitless discussion on organization of the non-ferrous metal
industry. Ministry of Munitions and Bd. of Trade had conflicting
proposals. I objected to establishing a monopoly except for general
benefit.Nothingresultedfrommeeting.LunchedwithLordMerseywhotold
mostamusingstoryofepisodewithFrenchAmbassadorwhoMistookhimfor
abeggarwhenMerseywantedaliftinAmbassadorscar.Thento10Downing
St.andlonginterviewwithLloydGeorge.Discussedpref'ce,subsidyto
shipping,cattleembargoandextensionofParlyterm.Hethinksweshould
extend it. He agreed that I shd send tlgm to Foster and Initialed it.
ThensawLong.Ry.reportarrivedbuthadnotimetoreadit.Discussed
withRogers,HazenandPerleyquestionofpreferenceandagreedthatwe
should consider very carefully what our course should be. in evening
discussed military affairs with Perley.
Tuesday, April 24, 1917
Attendedtocorrespondenceandthenat11.30toImperialWarCabinetwhere
my motion as to natural resources was unanimously agreed to. Then
discussedMassey'smotionatsomelength.AtL.G.SrequestIspokeafter
Masseyandexplainedourpointof view. L.G. then spoke and referred in
verycomplimentarytermstomyremarks.Hemerelyaskedtostrike3words
outofMasseysresolution whichwasreferredtoadraftingCom.Then to
Emp. Parl. Ass'n luncheon to Indians. Bikaner replied in a very good

speech. Then to sub-committee of Imp. War Cabinet on peace terms when
report was settled. Afterwards oonfce with Rogers, Hazen and Perley as
tosundrymatters.TheninterviewwithFletcherofParisandafterwards
MoBridecametodinneranddiscussedImperialandpoliticalmatters.He
thinksBr.Permanentofficialsagreathandicapandinsists thatsome of
them are hand in glove with American agents. Then to Imp. War Confce 9
to 12 where considerable progress was made.
Wednesday, April 25, 1917
Went to breakfast with Lloyd George. Discussed his proposed speech at
Guildhall. Told him I had spoken to King about marriage of P. of W. He
seemedsurprisedandsaiditwasaverypluckythingtodo.ThentoImp.
WarConfcewheremyres'nastonaturalresourceswaspassedunanimously.
Good progress was made. Submarine attacks very severe during past few
days and situation looks alarming. Then to Empire Press Luncheon where
I,Massey,MeltonandSmutsspoke.AratherjadedandblaseaudienceThen
to committee to draft res'n on preferential treatment. After much
discussionweagreedonaformula.Long'sdraftwasabsurd.Thentorooms
where I dealt with much correspondence. At 8 went to dinner given by
British Gov't in what was formerly Stafford House residence of Duke of
Sutherland, sat between L.G. and Sir W. Roberts on who defined a Jew as
always at your throat or your feet and never by your side. Told L.G. I
would give him a memo as to his speeoh tomorrow setting out Dominions
point of view, which he wished.
Thursday, April 26, 1917
Dealt with correspondence and at 11.30 went to War Cabinet where we
received usual reports and considered report of Com. on preface. Smuts
objected and then an attempt at a new draft was made to which Henderson
on arriving strongly objected. Thereupon original draft with slight
alteration was adopted. Then discussed report of Com. on peace terms.
P.M.wantedsomethingmorespecificastomoneyIndemnityandespecially
as to League of Peace. Finally agreed to take it up again. Luncheon with
Parley at Club and then confce with Cheese Com'n, Roper and Sir Thos.
Robinson and despatched tlgm to Burrell. Then to Imp. War Confce where
Massey curiously enough moved motion on pref. without a single word in
support.Ihadtoexplainthatsubjecthadbeenthoroughlydiscussedin
War Cabinet. Then took up Cattle Embargo and Prothera agreed to
discontinue after war. At my request he finally agreed to repeal
immediately. Then to dinner with Bikaner at Carlton, a very pleasant
evening. Interesting discussion with Long and Churchill re Imperial
matters.
Friday, April 27, 1917

Sufferedfromsleeplessness,senttlgmtoBurrellnottoannounceremoval
of embargo until announced here. Then to Guild Hall to witness L.G.
investedwithFreedomofCity.Hemadeafinespeechandcoverednearly
every point that I had suggested as to Dominions. Lunoheon at Mansion
Housefollowed,averylargeparty.ThentoseeAdmiralOliverastoour
transportation.ThentoImperialWarConfcewherewedisposedofmotion
as to venereal disease and took up motion as to India, both of which
passed. Long brought up question of address to King to be presented in
personandweallagreed.ThenImovedresolutionofappreciationtoLong
and in doing so apoke of his son. He was greatly touched and made an
eloquent speech; afterward he thanked me very warmly. Sent tlgms
yesterday and today to V.C. of Cambridge University as to accepting
degree.Preparedmemoforpress.SawMasseyastogoingonsameboatwith
us. Weather a little more springlike.
Saturday, April 28, 1917
Delightfulspringday.Treesandshrubscomingintoleaf.LeftwithTurner
at9.05forHastings(63miles)andmadethejourneyin1hr,50Min.Col.
Matthews in charge of review. Presented 10 medals and then addressed
about 1000 men assembled on parade ground. Then to see mess room and
afterwardstoSoldiersClubkeptupbylocalladieswhomIthanked.Then
toCityHalltomeetMayor,MayoressandCouncilwhomIbreiflyaddressed.
Afterwards an excellent luncheon at Queen's Hotel. Ruins of old castle
onheightabove city. A veryquaintchurch,St.Mary's,intheCastle.
Lord Mayor's procession to and from church annually very picturesque.
AfterluncheonwentthroughexcellenthospitalinchargeofCol.Munro,
commanding Saskatchewan Unit. Then to London In less than 2 hours.
Monday, April 30, 1917
Saw Smithers at 10.30 and discussed with him for am hour and more the
reportsofthe Ry.Bd.He took awaythereportsand will come tomorrow.
CompletedinterviewforMarshallandrevisedit.ConfcewithWykeasto
transp'n and command promisee him an interview. Went at 2.30 to office
ofMinistryofShippinganddiscussedsituationwithSirJ.Maolay,Grame
Thompson,Sir Percy Bates,Anderson and Lewis. They agreed that position
isverybad.ThinkAdmiraltyinfault.Debatedquestionofutilizingall
ports in Canada. They say that 2 or 3 steamers escorted each by two
destroyershavebeensunkinlast48hours.At6Amerycameanddiscussed
territorial report and afterwards Philip Kerr who brought form of
resolution proposed by Prime Minister. He remained a long time and
discussedcons'ldevelopmentinwhichheisgreatlyinterested.At5went
to Col. Seo'y who with Fiddes wished to see me about new orderofBr.
Emp. Told them to make no appointments for Dominions at present.
Tuesday, May 1, 1917

Canadians have been fighting again and have captured an important
village. Sifton came to breakfast and we discussed many matters,
especiallyoons'ldevelopment.Heisoutforcompleteindependence.Wrote
to Long and Lloyd George as to approaching conclusion of our labours.
Smithers came at 11 and discussed ry.reports. He thinks Drayton is too
hard on Grand Trunk. Went to luncheon at Perkins Bull Hosp. at Putney
Heathandaddressedsome35officerswhoseemeddeeplyinterested.Then
toroomsandpreparedforWarCabinetwhichmetat5andsatuntil6.45.
Discussed Milner and Curzon reports and made some modifications in
adoptingthem.Isaidthat a proposal to add one million sq. miles to
3r.Emp.accompaniedbyaproposalforapeaceleagueandfordisarmament
wouldbecoldlyandcynicallyreceivedbytheworld.Hendersondissented
fromCurzonreport.L.G.goingtoFranceaskedmetospeakforhimbefore
Bible Society. Dined with Sir W, and Lady Robertson at York House.
Wednesday,May 2, 1917
Confce this morning with Sifton who has read Brayton's report and is
greatlyimpressedbyit.Hethinksproposalsshouldperhapsbemodified
insomedetails.Attendedto correspondenceandat11.40wenttoQueens
Hall to address Bible Society meeting. Had a great recaption and spoke
for 35 minutes to a most intent audience of about 4000. Ended by
emphasizing meaning of text, "They that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength " &c. Many thanks and congratulations. Arch'p of Lublin
speakingwhenIentered.Audienceroseandinterruptedhim.Inafternoon
attended last meeting of Imperial War Confce. Raised question as to
Canadianstaffappointments.DiscussedholdingofImperialWarCabinets
regularly and all agreed that they should be held annually or oftener.
Question ofattitude toward Greece was considered and general feeling
wasinfavorofdecidedandunitedattitudeifFranceoanbepersuaded.
Interview with Gen. Carson in evening.
Thursday, May 3, 1917
Several interviews and confces and attended to correspondence. Then to
WindsorwithLong,arrivingat12.45.LordStamfordham,SirDerekKepple,
Col.Wigramandothersreceivedus.Atoneo'clockweassembledinGreen
Drawing Room and King,Queen and Princess Mary and Princes Henry, John
andGeorgeentered.IwaspresentedbyLongandIsteppedforward bowed
and read the address. Then bowed and handed it to the King. He read his
replyinaloudanddistinctvoice.Thentoluncheon.IsatontheKing's
left and Princess Mary to my left. Next to her Bikaner. After luncheon
wewenttoCanadianForestryCorpsinWindsorParkwhereIaddressed,the
men. Then to Boehampton (Queen Mary )Hospital where we saw wonderful
results in use of artificial limbs. One man, Davis, could do almost
anythingwithartificialarm.Usessledge,spade,plane,cricketbat,golf
club &c. Plays within 4 of Bogey.

Friday, May 4, 1917
Roseat six and began work by goingoverproofs of War Confce meetings.
Then proceeded to dictate message to soldiers, message to British
people., interview for French Journalist and balance of interview for
Edw.Marshall. Tlgms from White as to price of flour and wheat. Went in
afternoon to say farewell to Long and spoke to him about Wheat Com'n.
Saw Gen.Carson yesterday and again today and spoke of Knighthood in
recognition of his services. Wrote thereon to Long. Steaoy came and
afterwardsBurkedodiscusstheirinterminableandimpossible claims.
Both of them rather useless and very troublesome. SawTurnerat9.30
tosaygood bye.Heisgoing toItaly.Duringeveninglongconsultation
withPerleyandHazenastovariousmatters.Verytiredandusedviolent
language.Settledquestion/astodateofreadjustmentof6shillingrate
for troops in France. Worked till nearly one o'clock.
Saturday, May 5, 1917
Roseearly.PresentedphototoManagerofHotelandgoldcigarettecame
toCapt.Swintonwhoisagoodsoulbutratheruseless.WenttoCanadian
Red Gross at Cockspur St. for 40 minutes and saw the different
departments.LadyDrummondlookswearybutasearnestandindefatigable
as ever. Excellent organization. Sent tlgm to Blount. Said goodbye to
Massey and Smuts. Siftoncame at11and Beaverbrookat11.30. Explained
politicalpositioninCanada.Siftonagainstelectionbutthinksweought
to have coalitionif it can be made stable. B. thinks it cannot be made
stableandthatparty Gov'tis best. Leftat12S30 for Lvpool.Long and
officialsofCol.Office,Perley,theAberoornsandmanyotherscameto
station.SmutsandLawwenttopaddingtonandmissedus.ArrivedLvpool
at4.45andleftinGrampianat7.LadyMary,theParkins,Smithersand
Deer and MacPherson with us. 84 officers and more than 300 soldiers
on board.
Sunday, May 6, 1917
AntrimisinCompanywithus.Shehastwodestroyersandsohavewe.Going
NorthofIreland.MaitlandKerseytoldmethatweshalllandatQuebec.
Capt. Eric Grant on board, expects to surprise his mother. Has been at
front for 16 months and is weary of shell fire. Two brothers in C.E.F.
and two in Navy. Met Olympic going in, a huge boat. Did not get up till
noon. Went to evening service conducted by Dean Starr of Kingston who
preachedaverygoodsermon.Spokeofthemapleleafatfirstgreen(youth)
thenbronze(strength)thencrimson(sacrifice)thengold(glory).Morris
toldof Irishmanwho wascoming around tobelieve that there is no hell
untilthepriestaskedhimwherehethoughtOliverCromwellwas.Weather
very fine but rather cool. We all are ordered to wear our lifebelts.
Boat drill. I am in No. 4.

Monday, May 7, 1917
Weatherstill very fine. MetMissWhiteheadwhowas morethanayearin
Serbiaandserved,for4monthsin9thSerbianRegt,DanubeDivision.She
went as chauffeur for a hospital unit. Was taken prisoner and treated
kindly by Austrians and came back through Switzerland. Told of awful
conditionsduringSerbianretreat.Shehandledariflewhennotattending
to wounded. Was accused of being a spy, but released. Went back again
to Salnniki for 10 months as a chauffeur until some other women "got
friskywithofficers"andallwereclearedout.EricGrantsaysshetold
him that German soldiers raped a fellow prisoner in her presence. Had
a walk and talk with Arthurs who is tremendously impressed with what
Canadians have done. He was through the Vimy fight. Destroyers left us
at 10.30. Had argument with parkin and told him Oxford would have less
influence on public life in futujKre than in past.
Tuesday, May 8, 1917
Quite a roll on today. Lady Mary Hamilton did not leave cabin. Still
uncertain whether we shall go to Halifax or Quebec. Have been reading
"Thirtynine steps" and some of O'Henry stories. Hazen tells of Eng.
Bishop's silver wedding. French guest could not understand. Bishop
explained that they had been living together 25 years. "Oh, I
understand", said the Frenchman, "You have lived together 25 years and
nowyouaremarryingher."ReadreportonC.N.R,andTye'sproposalson
ry.situation.Christielostallourhelmets(German)inreturningfrom
France and did not let me know until just as we were leaving and then
onlywhenaskedbyHazen.ReadreportonCanadianNorthernbyN.Y.Experts
who prophesy a great future for theroad if it can befinanced fornext
fiveyears.ReadalsoTye'sexpositionofry.situationwhichInplaces
is very illogical.
Wednesday, May 9, 1917
Weathergloriousandseabecominggraduallysmoother.Sleptagooddeal
today.BritishadvanceinPranceevidentlystayedforpresent,probably
preparing for further effort. No news as to Australian elections. Wife
ofHewZealandchaplainonboard.DiscussedwithHazenpossibleformation
of coalition govt. Suggested we might, make Pugsley Governor of N.B.,
Major Cram told interesting story of Canadian boy with both legs gone
6 inchesbelow hipwho left hospital in bathchairand wenttoScotland
without leave; was life of ship on voyage out; en route to Toronto was
asked by lady whether he was married and answered, "No ma'am, this is
theworstthathashappenedtomeyet."Playedbridgeinevening.Talked
with Campbell Stuart as to his visit to B Rome. Also had a chat with de
la Franche Montague who with Gerard is going to Quebec to aid in
recruiting.

Thursday, May 10, 1917
Lovely morning. Some one stole my tobacco last night. At 11 went with
Captain to inspect ship. At noon went to see the men at mess and found
themallveryhappy.Capt.toldmeyesterdaythatwearegoingtoQuebec.
Heexpectstoreach thereSundayafternoonorevening.Wearemaking 15
knotsallthetimebutloseoneknotbyzig-gagging.Intheeveningthere
wasaconcertorganized byMajorStarr at whichonly two of the alleged
performers made their appearance. I presided and had to call for
volunteers, four responding. Then I spoke for 36 mine, on the war, the
greatnessofthecauseandontheconstitutionaldevelopmentoftheEmpire
in the light of recent events. The men listened with very intense
Interest. In the evening rain and afterwards fog. The ship and the
cruiser in hoarse antiphone.
Friday, May 11, 1917
Fogcontinuedwithbrightsunshineaboveit.Shipstoppeddeadslowsome
of the time. We shall be delayed probably 24 hours or more. Rogers sent
bogus telegram to Lady Mary from Slaney which she believes genuine and
professed to be thrilled. He sends another to Campbell Stuart from
Doherty as 199th. Weather much cooler and vicinity of ice suspected.
Shipandcruiserkeepuptheirhoarsebellowing.WalkedwithnurseMiss
McDonald who has beenservingatEtaplesandatCliveden-SonofPease
of Montreal on board. Mrs. Critchley, wife of Capt. Critchley, told me
ofherboysinFrance,oneofwhom,a Majorin C.M.E.under Seeley,died
of wounds just before Vimy. Told her I would endeavour to obtain copy
ofSedy'sreport.PlayedbridgeineveningwithRogers,HazenandMorris.
Saturday, May 12, 1917
Stillfoggy.Madeonly145milesuptonoontoday.SportsthisP.M.very
amusing,especiallythemonkeyswingandthepillowfighting.Ientered
with Lady Mary Hamilton in thread and needle contest and we took 2nd
prize. Cruiser left us at 6 and we went message of grateful thanks In
ray name for convoy and rec'd a message from Cruiser Capt. that he, as
a native of another Dominion, was proud to escort me. Walked with Mrs.
Douglas who has been serving as a nurse in British A.M.S. and who gave
me most graphic accounts of her work in the hospitals. Capt. asked me
whether we had been well looked after and I told him I would give him a
letter of thanks and appreciation. Concert in evening with Morris
presiding. Very good. Morris and Parkin spoke, latter a little too
extended.

Sunday, May 13, 1917
Weather much cooler. Went to service at 10.30. Fair sermon from Dean
Starr.SenttlgmtoBlountthroughNavalService*.WrotetoTupper,Dennis
andCaptainParry.Sightedlandthisafter noonabout4P.M.butgrieved
to see it covered with snow. Expect to arrive Quebec between 4 and 6
tomorrow afternoon. Snow all alongcoast line as we proceeded up the
river.Ineveninggatheredinthesaloon,upperdeckandsanghymnsuntil
11.20. Then went on deck for an hour. Northern lights illuminated
starboarddeckandwere mostbeautiful.Majesticriverseemedtotypifymy
country's future, strong, deep, wide, mighty. There was a dark heavy
windoloud on our starboard quarter, presaging a flood of oratory in
Parl't perchance.Air very keen, necessitating a fur lined coat.
Tuesday morning we should be in Ottawa.
Monday, May 14, 1917
A most glorious morning but very cool at first. Rose at 5.45 and had
long walk on deck before breakfast. Scandinavian which left 24 hours
after Grampian passed Father Point 3 hours ahead of us. Papers reached
us at Father Point. Joffre at Montreal yesterday,andVivianiatOttawa
today.TlgmfromfieldthathewenttoHx.tomeetandreturnstoQuebec
at4A.M.today.SatondeckinBunsansovercoatorcap.ArrivedatQuebec
at4andmetbyLauraandPr.Reid.WentonDruidtoLevis.Soldiersgave
me a great cheer as I left the vessel. Blacklock and another reporter
interviewedma.Capt.KenyonSlaneymetLadyMarchHamiltonandcamewith
us to Ottawa where we arrived at 2.15 A.M. field cheerful about the
politicalsituation.ThinksLiberalswillnotfightextensionofParl'y
term. Laura seems In much better form than when I left.
Tuesday, May 15, 1917
Went to office at 10 and discussed matters with Blount. Called Council
at11,30andgavethemanaccountofmyworkinEngland.At12,30attended
Gov. sen. and reported as to events in Cabinet and Conference. He
submitted honours list and asked about Carson; also a letter as to
shortage of foodand avoidance of waste.At3went to HousewhereI had
agreatreceptionfrommembersonentering.ArrangedaconfcewithLaurier
as to results of my visit. Discussed with White and Meighen motions as
towomansuffragewhicharecomingontomorrow.Draftedres'nofthanks
formace.ReidsaysFosterandLaurierarethoroughlytiredofleading
house.Weatherverycold.LawnsandgardensingoodorderandStuarthas
made a stone walk along river bank. Meighen opposed to Drayton report
and prefers Smiths. Propose to make statement to House on Thursday.
Wednesday, May 16, 1917

Atofficeearlyanddealtwithcorrespondence.Councilat11anddebated
atsomelengthquestionofwomansuffrage,andourattitudeonPugsley's
motion. At luncheon saw Shaughnessy whose eyes have failed him. Spoke
brieflyofrailwayquestion.HefearseffectofGov'troadonG.P.R.and
suggeststhatC.P.R.shouldtakeover C.N.R. and Gov't takeover G.T.P.
In House moved acceptance of now mace and thanks to donors. Then went
intodebateonSutherlandsmotiononwomensuffrage.Longarg'tbetween
PugsleyandDohertyastorightofwomentovoteinOnt.Sask.andAlta.
At six confce with C.J.Sullivan who wants to resign. Then interviw with
Wood,Headers,McKenzieandCowanwhowantsreciprocitypactcarriedout.
Thenresumeddebateinevening.Laurierspokeadvocatingrestrictionto
Provinces which have adopted women franchise. I advocated wider policy
and moved amendment. Pugsley moved sub-amendment, vote postponed on
question of order.
Thursday, May 17, 1917
SatinCouncilfrom10.30tosixanddebatedongreatlengthconscription
and extension of Parl'y term. All agreed that conscription necessary.
Patenaude andBlondin said they areprepared tostandby usbut thatit
will kill them politically and the party for 25 years. Question of
coalition Gov't came up in this connection and there was considerable
divergence of opinion, majority I favouring it. Foster and Meighen
stronglyinfavour,Cochrane,WhiteIandRogersagainst.Greatdivision
ofopinionalsoastoputtingthroughextensionbymajorityvote.Foster
and Cochrane strongly in favour and Meighen and Kemp very strongly
against.Verywearywithallthisdiscussionandwouldgladlyrelinquish
post. Saw Gov.Gen. as to honours and told him of subjects we are
discussing.Hefavourscoalition gov't.MoKenziecame forafewminutes
todiscussDraytonreportwhichheregardswithgreatdisfavour.During
evening went over material for my speech tomorrow.
Friday, May 18, 1917
Sent for Boyce and dictated extensive notes for speech this afternoon.
Thenthoughtoutathomethemethodofmyspeech.At3o'clocktotheHouse
and began my speech shortly afterwards. There was a great crowd in the
galleries. I went thoroughly over the genesis of the Imp. War Cabinet
and imp. War Confce, explained more important resolutionsadopted by
latter,reported ourattitude as to cattleembargo,detailed myvisits
tohospitalsandcamps,totheArmyCorps,described the capture of Vimy
RidgaandtheSommeBattlefieldsandithenwithgreatgravitydiscussed
thesubmarinecampaign,thegreatGermaneffortthisyearandthemilitary
situation.Thenspokeofnecessitytokeepourforceunimpaired,thecall
fromthewounded,themeninthetrenchesandthosewhohavefallen,and
said that I had decided on compulsory service. House greatly impressed
ourmensprang;andcheered,manyLiberalsapplauded.Womenandmanymen
wept. Laurier was taken entirely by surprise and made a poor speech.
Received several delegations at six. Question raised by Crothers and

Meighen as to Rogers going west to settle strike.
Saturday, May I9, 1917.
Councilat11.PreviousoonfcewithBennettastohisattendingatBuffalo
on 24th. Discussed some matters with Campbell Stuart, very able and
resourceful. Instructed pope to go to Washington with Johnston,
D.M.Marine and P. as to tonnage and to take up question of food supply
andadmissionbypassportonly.Mathiesoncametospeakofhisclaimfor
ChiefJusticeship.InCouncildiscussedatsomelengthooalminersstrike
inWestandfuelsituationgenerally.SentforGreenastoaccompanying
Rogers. Debated during afternoon regulations to prevent exodus and
provisions of conscription bill. Meighen had draft of each and we went
overlatterclausebyclausesofarasdrafted.Manycongratulationsby
telegramonmyspeech.GreendeclinedtogowithRogersandtoldCrothers
to send Green and Henderson but Western Ass'n telegraphed Rogers that
instructionshadbeengiventomentoresumework.Mclnnes,HalandEunice
came to dinner. Mel. has got more and more in habit of talking at
interminable length and somewhat at random.
Sunday, May 20, 1917.
Yesterday and today much warmer. Trees and shrubs rapidly coming out.
Many more congratulations today and an anonymous threatening letter.
Conscriptionwillbealegitimateissueifanelectionisforced.Agrave
questionastowhetherweshouldnotenforceprohibitionaswellbyDom.
legislation. Revised my speech of Friday and think it reads well. In
afternoonandinmorningalsowalkedaroundgroundsandobservedwithgreat
enjoyment the awakening of spring life. In the afternoon McKenzie of
Dalhousie, Murray of Saskatchewan, Adams of McGill, Mr. & Mrs.
J.G.Foster,Meighenetux.Clarketux.,staples,SmithersandDear,Mrs.
Rogers, Crothers et ux. C.S. and H.Mclnnes and E.R.Wood called.
C.S.Mclnnes gave me interesting report of his visit to Washington and
says that matters are rather in confusion and that there will be delay
inorganizing.Adivision,about25,000,ofregularswillbesentatonce
and a very representative and able mission headed by Root is about to
start for Russia.
Monday, May 21, 1917
Attended to correspondence and went into council at 12. Discussed
business and drafted amendment to Pugsley res'n re woman suffrage.
CouncilwishedmetoanswerMurphyastoRossRifleatwhichIwasangry.
In House Laurier dropped Pugsley's Murphy's and McDonald's motions
evidently with intention of bringing them up in supply, Currie made a
foolishspeechonhismotionwhich,howeverweaccepted.Burnhamfollowed
withamischievousspeechonpensionsandtreatmentofreturnedsoldiers.

AconsiderabledebatefollowedinwhichItookpart.Lateintheevening
rec'd labour leaders Watters, Simpson and Draper and discussed
conscription with them. Speaking very frankly of the conditions of the
war. They were very receptive and good natured but we may have a good
natured tilt with them as they said. They spoke of having a Labour
Minister.
Tuesday, May 22, 1917
HadoonfceyesterdaymorningwithBennettastopoliticalsituationand
metNesbittatlunchwhospokeofwhathehadseanandheardatWashington.
Discussedyesterdayatsixandagaintodayat6theregulationstoprevent
exodus from Canada and settled form. In House white went on with his
tariff proposals. Government directors on C.N.R. came with letter as to
positionofcompany,criticizingDraytonreport.Moorecameinafternoon
and stayed for half an hour, promising to let me have in 48 hours his
personalsolutionoftheproblem.TalkedwithHughClark,Sutherlandand
Fisherastopoliticalsituation,astoanelection,andastocoalition
Gov't.Clarkand Wisher seemto favourit butSutherlandopposedto it.
They think conscription will not help us politically. Sent to Montreal
for Massey and Ward. They arrive tonight. Wet, disagreeable day. Wish
I could get out of this infernal life.
Wednesday,May 23, 1917
Atofficeearly.Wetcoldday.SentcardstoMasseyandWardandinvited
themtoluncheononFriday.InafternoontheycametoHouseandlistened
to White's speech in reply to Oliver's motion. Held Council at 11 and
passed 0.C. restraining exodus from Canada. Then attended Gov. and
settledhonourslistanddiscussedarrangementsforBalfour'svisit.Then
listened to delegation from Montreal Bd. of Trade as to alleged
grievancesbyreasonoftaxonexcessprofits.InHouseOlivermovedres'n
to revise tariff downwards. Discussed with Jameson proposed motion on
fisheries and then confuse with MacKenzie as to ry. sit'n and general
political sit'n. He assents doubtfully to coalition. Discussed same
matterafterwardswithBennett.Ineveningtalkedoverry.situationwith
Graham who seems in good humour but is impressed with seriousness of
situation. Came home early rather tired.
Thursday,May 24, 1917
All day in Council considering conscription bill and general election
and coalition. Went over whole bill which is very verbose and badly
drafted. Considered it section by section Doherty greatly alarmed and
concernedoverQuebecsituation.ThinksFrenchwillnotobeythelaw.Many
Ministers in favour of coalition. Made up mind that I would propose it
to Laurier. Sevigny thinks Laurier can end the disturbance in Quebec.

Doherty and Patenaude not so sure. Report of riot in Quebec came in
afternoonbutwasafterwardscontradicted.However,iteventuallyproved
true. Went to Laurier at 6 and arranged for interview tomorrow at 11 at
my house. 'Dinner by Hazen in honour Masseys and Wards at Country Club
in evening. Very pleasant party. Returned early. Rogers and wife with
us.Mrs.Kingsmillthinksherhusbandshouldbeknighted.Gaveluncheon
to Ward and Massey, 20 in all. Tlgm from Balfour in reply to mine.
Friday, May 25, 1917
Wenttoofficeanddealtwithcorrespondenceandthentomyhousetomeet
Laurierat11.DescribedBritishpol.sit'nwarsit'ninallitsdetails
andthencametopol.sit'ninthiscountry.Offeredhimcoalitionwith
equal number of members of eachparty outside of Prime Minister. Said I
had not consulted caucus but would tell them this was my judgment. If
they did not accept they could select another leader. He said he could
not accept conscription and expressed great regret and concern that it
had been introduced. Fears consequences in Quebec if it is enforced by
present Parlt without referendum. Says if new Parl't summoned Quebec
would obey the law. Thought we should have an election and that Gov't
would be returned. I pointed out dangers and disadvantages of a war
election,Ministersabsorbedinwarduties,menabsent,controversyand
disunion, &c. He said he would consult three or four friends. Many
delegationsinafternoon,racingmen,C.N.R.Ry.men&c.HeldCounoilat
6 and reported to colleagues. Whole thing out among press men tonight.
OurMinistersafraid of ageneralelection.Thinkwewouldbebeaten by
French,foreigners and slackers.
Saturday, May 26, 1917
Disposed of correspondence.Thenshortinterview withPriceof Moncton
and with MacKenzie as to railway indebtedness. Then Council and after
routine business took up and discussed at considerable length app't of
Food Controller and form of Order in Council defining his powers and
duties. Amended draft and concluded to appoint Duff with Sanford Evans
as Ass't. Sir C.Ross says Carvell wants to see me and told him to come
tomorrow. After luncheon went over legislation and directed that it be
out down and any bill to be introduced should be brought to Council at
once.ThendiscussedwithBlondinsituationinQuebec.HethinksLiberals
are responsible for agitation Says heart of Quebec is sound. Urges
appointment of Lessard and removal of Wilson. Then confce with Sifton
astocoalitionandastoformationofcoalitionGov't.HethinksLaurier
will support conscription but I do not. Laurier had confce with his
followers at Club.
Sunday, May 27, 1917

More springlike. Therm 56 at 8am and over 60 in afternoon Went to
central station at 9am to meet Balfour who had a fine reception and
who looks less worn out than I had expected. Then home for a walk
around the grounds and then to chichi with Laura after which we went
to look at the Chas. Read's new house. In afternoon Carvell came at
3.30 and we discussed the situation fully and frankly. He is quite
concerned about Quebec and agrees that we the strongest Gov't possible
shouldbeformedtodealwiththesit'n.Toldhimthatthesituationwould
work out without great difficulty. Afterwards Dixon of uh.Monitor,
Anderson and Robson of Mission to U.S. and Sir C. and Lady Boss came.
Then Sir Cecil Spring Rioe who accompanies Balfour. He discussed
representation of Canada at Washington. He and Dixon both say there is
no enthusiasminU.S. overwar. In eveningwe dined at Chateauwith Mr.
and Mrs. Massey. In afternoon took a lot of children over the grounds.
Monday, May 28, 1917
Shaughnessy came to breakfast and I discussed with him pol. sit'n. He
was rather petty at first but I made him sit up and lie promised to see
Laurier. Then at eleven confuse with Balfour as to his mission. He says
U.S. will stand behind president but a considerable portion of people
notenthusiastic.Iexplainedtohimourpol.difficultiesandhethought
thesituationverytrying.Sherwoodissendingamantoguardhouse.Many
threateningletterscoming.SpringRicecametoluncheonandtalkedwith
me afterwards. Thinks disturbances in Mt£ instigated from U.S. At 3
BalfourcametoParl'tinjointsession.LaurierandIconductedhimto
chair and Speakers welcomed him. He made an excellent speech and then
LaurierandImovedthatitbeincludedi#Hansard.Thenseveralconfess
McKenzie and others. Dinner at Gov't House. I sat next to Balfour and
Adm. De Chain next me. Reception afterwards. Dfe Chair thinks there is
danger at Hx. from submarines.
Tuesday, May 29, 1917
Saw Laurier and suggested coalition to pass conscription, not to be
enforced until after a general election to be held immediately. Dealt
withcorrespondence.McKenziecameastoC.H.B.andwasquiteboisterous
in urging that we should pass legislation to sustain the road. Then
Interview with Jno. Ross Robertson and Black Jack. I explained whole
situationtothemandtheyapproved:Discussed C.N.R. and conscription
with Meighen and sent for Hazen as to Hx. defences. At 12.20 attended
HisEx.andexplainedtohimmyproposalstoLaurierofwhichheapproved.
SaidhewouldsendforLaurier.At1attendedluncheonCan.ClubtoBalfour
whomadeagoodBpeech. Confce inafternoon with Hocken and Edwards who
urgedustoputthroughextensionbymajorityvote.SaidgoodbyetoBalfour
whospokeofmydifficultiesbutsaidthatIwasfortunateinpossessing
"great serenity of soul." Rec'd delegation from Win the War Convention
andthankedthem.Ineveningrec'dW.H.Mooresreportastory.question
and had confuse with Workman and with Gen.Bridges.

Wednesday, May 30, 1917
Atofficeanddictatedtosec'y.ThenconfoewithHazenastoHx.defences
and discussed with Hazen Cochrane and Workman provision of further
tonnage.ThenwithKemp,CochraneandMeighentheconscriptionbilland
as to permission to U.S. troops to use our training camps. At 12.30
confuse with Aird and Meighen as to C.N.R. and afterwards at Club with
Flavelle.Councilat2andpassed O.C. appointing Green Com'r re mining
strike, and O.C. to provide funds for making 12 lake steamers suitable
forAtlantictrade.ThentookupconscriptionbillwithKemp,Dohertyand
Meighen and completed draft for printing. Then long confuse with
Flavelle,AirdandWoodmanastoC.H.B.interestandagreeduponfurther
letter. Attended House in evening. Morphy came in great excitement as
tocoalitiongov'tandpredictedgreatoutcryinOntario.Whitedrafted
lettertoBk.Commerce.Sherwoodsmencamehomewithmeincarfor.first
time Monday evening.
Thursday, May 31, 1917
AttendedtoheardelegationastoVancouverHarbourandaddressedthem.
Afterwards confuse with Jones of Toronto on behalf of Warburton as to
amendmentstotheDohertyAct.JenningsofMailcametolearnpol.sit'n
and I disclosed it to him fully. He is full of suggestions which he
delivers with a somewhat oracular air but there is not much in him.
Laurier returned from Quebec but did not say anything. This may or may
not mean that he is not coming in. Probably he has been unable to make
uphismind.GavelettertoBk.CommerceastoadvancesforC.N.B.Debate
in House on Robb'smotion on middlings &c.White made mincemeat of him.
Considerable uneasiness among our men as to coalition, and they may be
unwilling to accept. Drove with White through Experimental Farm and
talked the sit'n 5.30 to S.30. Trees rapidly earning into full leaf and
weather becoming much warmer.
Friday, June 1st. Went to office very early and cleared off arrears. Ames
came to discuss Com.on returned soldiers and I explained to him pol.
situation and he strongly approved of my action. Afterwards sent for Hugh
Clark who also strongly approved. Discussed with White ry.situation and
toldhimtodraftestimateasproposedtotideoverthesituation.SaveSir
J.PopeinstructionsastohisvisittoWashington.Afterwardsconfusewith
Dr. Reid as to suspending coasting tirade regulations. Council at two and
afterwards at House where I conferred with Meighen as to political sit'n
andespeciallyastoRogers.AfterwardswithW.H.Mooreastohisschemefor
training instead of conscription. Told Laurier would like answer soon as
possible.HesaidGouinnotaverseandthathe(L.)wastomeethisfriends
tomorrow afternoon and decide.Very tired.
Saturday,June 2, 1917.
Disposed of correspondence and sent for Bennett to whom I disclosed the

political situation. He say there is growing feeling of uneasiness among
our supporters. Council at 11. Arranged that Doherty is to take up racing
restriction with members.Discussedapp'tofCom'ntoinvestigate Gait's
reportonRogers.ReidsaysRogersisIndifficultpositionrespectingland
deal for agricultural college. In afternoon went over conscription bill
and had much debate on its various provisions for 3 hours. Practically
settled it except in two or three minor respects. Cochrane appalled at
thought of coalition Gov't appealing to the country. He has no confidence
in Grits and does not see much beyond party cons'ns. Very tired at
conclusion.Rogersnervousanddepressedastoattacksuponhimandhispol.
future.
Sunday, June 3, 1917
Dullovercastday.WenttoAllfaintswhereHisEx.unveiledtablettoCapt.
JohnRussellWoods,killedinaction.Mr.MacKaygaveaverytouchingaddress
and Bishop of New Westminster preached. A.A.MacLean and Mrs. Thos. White
called.FordreportsgreatquarrelamongLiberalsastocoalition.Laurier,
Pardee, Graham and Carvell voted for it and Pugsley, Lemieux, Oliver,
McDonald and Murphy contra. Meighen came at 6.30 and gave me add'l
particulars of Lib.meeting yesterday. Apparently Pardee will support
conscription at all costs. E.M.Maodonald is strongest opponent and has
influenced others. Pardee is ] to see Laurier again this evening. Pardee
denouncedOliverforraisingquestionsonthetariffduringthisperiodof
war.Ithink we can unitemore solidlywithLaurierand Gouinif a portion
oftheirpartyfightus.HughesissaidtobeworkingamongtheOrangemen.
Monday,June 4, 1917
SirW.MacKenziecameanddiscussedry.sit'nandsaidhiswifeveryilland
he would be away with her. Told him Gov't might have to take over ry. at
end of June. At eleven Laurier came to discuss proposal of coalition. He
enquired as to personnel of Conservative wing of Cabinet. I reminded him
of my view that the situation was above all party considerations. Thus it
wasinfinitely aboveallpersonalconsiderations.For thisreasonI would
undertaketomakeConservativewingofCabinetacceptabletohim.Thiswas
goingveryfarasitpracticallygavehimthenominationoftheConservative
members.Ifearedthathewishedanopportunityofbreakingoffnegotiations
on the question of personnel. When he left I felt sure that he would come
into the coalition. He thought Gouin indispensable and wanted Murray also.
HopestohearfrombothtodayinCouncildiscussedproposedordertoregulate
priceofwheatandassentedtoprinciple.FostertodiscussitwithLaurier.
DiscusseditalsowithMagi11.InHouseminormattersweredealtwith.Spoke
ineveninginreplytoattackonMunitionsBd.TalkedwithReidafterluncheon
aboutCoalitionandastoRogerscase.HethinksRogersexpectstostay.Givens
of Kingston arrived and hoped I would not give away too much to Quebec. A
very bitter feeling in Ontario.
Tuesday, June 5, 1917

ClearedupcorrespondenceanddiscussedpoliticalsituationwithBlount.At
12.45 met returned soldiers in White's office. Some of them very clever.
Knight of Hx. principal spokesman. Met them in my office at H. of C. 4 to
5.30 when westns which they had passed were discussed. Some good, others
extravagant or impracticable. From 5.30 to 7 disoussed proposed 0.C. to
control price of wheat and settled its terms. In evening debated with
Meighen, Reid and Rogers provisions of
Mil. Ser. Act and possibility of making it an amendment to Militia Act;
decided it could not be done. Rogers thinks we will be defeated badly on
conscriptionissue.Toldhimcountrywasentitledtoanewgov'tifitwanted
it and I was quite ready to be relieved. Message from Laurier that he will
he ready to see me tomorrow.
Wednesday, June 6, 1917
Called up Laurier and arranged interview. Summoned Council for 10.30.
DebatedB.C.tocontrol prices wheat andpersonnel ofproposedCom'n. Sent
for Magill who was heard at length as to danger of improper use of powers
bygraindealersonCom'n.Laurier came at 12and told me that hecouldnot
join coalition gov't ss he is opposed to conscription. Fears Bourassa's
influence,&c.Sayshewillendeavourtohavelawobserved.PassedO.C. for
inquiryintoRogerscase.PresentedittoHouseatS.Laurierunsuccessfully
tried to criticize it. Confce with Willison this A.M. and again this P.M.
andexplainedsituationfullytohim.Hethinksourpositiongood.Confcealso
withW.H.Mooreastogivinganothertrialtovoluntarysystembyunitedaction
of both parties. Attended His Ex. and reported at 6.15. He is very sorry
for outcome. Prepared as suggested by Laurier statement to be read to each
caucustomorrow.Calledoursfor10A.M.Sawhimineveningandhepreferred
a letter which he submitted and which I accepted with some corrections.
Thursday, June 7, 1917
Wenttoofficeearly.Rec'dLaurier'sletterandpreparedreply.Thenwent
to caucus which was attended by Senators and members. Explained the whole
situationinaspeechof45mins.whichwasreceivedwithgreatenthusiasm.
Verylittlesaidbythosepresent.Blain,BoyceandSenatorRobertsonspoke.
Res'nofapprovalcarriedbystandingvote.Alloursupportersinwonderfully
highspirits.Itwouldhavebeenalessenthusiasticgatheringifcoalition
hadbeenacoepted.Greatcrowdatthreeo'clocktohearannouncement but it
had been given to press at 10 A.M. During P.M. and evening confce with W.
J. Kaunas as to his interview with Pardee respecting coalition outside of
LaurierandwithMaclean(A.K.)andCarvellseparatelyatmyhouse.Iasked
their advice as to sit'n and they were rather hesitant but seem sincerely
desirous of assisting. Wrote His Ex. an account of the present situation.
Gave notice that Military Service Bill will be introduced on Monday.
Friday, June 8, 1917

Went early to office and cleared off much correspondence. Then conferred
with Meighen as to coalition negotiations. G.H.Duggan and McCurdy oame at
10 for confce as to shipbuilding at Hx. Sent for Shaughnessy, to come to
Ottawatomorrow.DiscussedyesterdayandagaintodaywithBlondinandtoday
with Doherty and with Sevigny Quebec situation. Blondin thinks three new
MinistersshouldcomeinfromQuebec,suggestsChapais,LaperlieeandTellier.
HewillseeTellierthisevening.DohertyistoseeChapaisonSunday.Long
discussion in Council as to composition of Bd. of Grain Supervisors Came
to no decision. Report that Liberal caucus this A.M. was very stormy.
Willison wiredthatHowellwilljoincoalition Gov't.LeftHouseearlyand
spentafternoonandeveningpreparingspeechonMil.ServiceBill.Meighen
telephoned as to negotiations with Maclean and al. Told him they must get
together and appoint a Committee.
Saturday, June 9, 1917
Shaughnessy came at 9.30 and we discussed for more than an hour. Told him
that Laurier's return to power would place him in impossibleposition and
mightprecipitaterevolution.Readytoeffacemyself.ToldhimtoseeGouin
andurgehimtocooperate.Esaidchurchgreatlytoblame.SurethatLaurier
would never be returned to power. Discussed Lessard and Wilson. He thinks
W.mightbetransferredwithadvantage.AskedhimforhisviewsastoWheat
Control and he agreed that grain men must be on board. I told him what we
proposedastoC.N.R.andG.T.P.HewantstoacquirepartofC.N.R.Wentover
pol. situation with Doherty. Told him to see Chapais and also urge
ShaughnessyastoLaPresse.InCouncilhadsatisfactoryday.Passedorders
astowheatcontrolandfuelsupply.Discussedcontrolofwesternminesand
considered 0.C. therefor. In afternoon received Patenaude's resignation,
due to the rasoally influence of Beaubien. Drove with Meighen and Clarke
4.30 to 6 and in evening worked at my speech for Monday.
Sunday, June 10,1917
Wetunpleasantday.GreatmeetingofLiteralslastnightinTorontoatwhich
definite but regretful separation from Laurier was declared for. Fiset and
Gwatkincameat10andXwentovermilitarysituationwiththem.Blountcame
at eleven. Sent message of sympathy to John Redmond on death of his brother
William. Dictated 11 to 1 notes for tomorrow's speech. Many telegrams
assuring me that English speaking Liberals will join with me in forming a
coalition Gov't. Donald McGillivray came in afternoon and seemed very
enthusiasticinhisappreciationofmycourse.Workedallafternoonanduntil
midnightonmyspeechbutnotthoroughlysatisfiedwithit.Drearyrainall
day, ground cold and sodden. Walked for a while in the grounds
notwithstanding rain. Laura thinks my speech very good but she is fearful
onaccountofthethreateninglettersandwarningswhichweconstantlyreceive.
Monday, June 11, 1917

Patenaude'sresignationannouncedinpressthismorningbutnotthroughme.
Spentmorninginrevisingspeechandansweringcorrespondence.Sentcopyof
billtoLaurierat9.15.At2.30leftforofficeandHouse.Beganspeechat
3.15 and finished at 4.45. Great crowd in galleries. Her Ex. and daughter
andCol.andLadyVioletHendersonwereontheflooroftheChamber.Myspeech
was well received by our men and was applauded by many Grits. Laurier said
little and looked white and worn. Afterwards I went to Gov't House and
reportedtoHisEx.Wediscussedpol.situationtlgmtoByng,visittoQuebec
and other .matters. He leaves for Quebec tomorrow morning but will return
wheneverrequired.Hehopesthatcoalition willyetbecarriedout.Doherty
has not yet returned Probably will arrive and report tonight. Weather
clearing, fair warm and summery like this afternoon
Tuesday, June 12, 1917
Afterattendingofficerec'ddelegationconcerningcoalition&c.A.E.Jarvis,
J.M.Godfrey and J.G.Donaghue. Discussed situation fully with them. They
desiretocooperateandassist.GodfreysaidhewouldseeDr.Clark.Council
at 11.30 and at 2. Disposed of routine matters. Discussed appointment of
Corps Commander. I decided in favour of Currie. Telegraphed Perley
accordingly. Appointed Mathieson C.J. of P.E.I, and accepted resignation
of Sullivan. At 2 discussed ry. situation and adjourned discussion to
tomorrow at 11. Reported that Liberals are endeavouring to agree upon
amendmentto2ndreadingofMil.Serv.billadvocatingconscriptionofwealth
&c. All resignations of Ministers now in my hands. Doherty reported that
Chapais and Tellier are violently opposed to conscription. Girard in an
hour'sconversationstatedhisunfortunateposition.Bennettsulkybecause
Hat.Serv.Boardnotmentionedin-bill.WenttoHouseineveninganddiscussed
situation with Meighen.
Wednesday, June 13, 1917
Very warm day. Therm 79 at 8 P.M. Confce at 10 with Middlebro as to vote
onMilitaryServiceBill.HesayswecannotbedefeatedevenifFrenchCons,
allvoteagainstus.Toldhimtocallcaucusfortomorrow.Askedhim,Sevigny
and Doherty to French Conservative members as to vote on Laurier's
sidetracking amendment. In Council discussed ry. sit'n fully. Many
objections to White's proposal but no alternative plan. Discussed also
extensionofParliament.InHouseaskedLauriertotakeupMilitaryService
Bill tomorrow. He wishes postponement to Monday or if possible Tuesday.
TalkedwithReidandMeighenastopoliticalsituationandastoapproaching
Clark and Rowell. Confce with Moore as to ry. situation. He wanted me to
postpone caucus until Sir Win. came from Toronto. Rogers reported as to
conditionsinMtl.SaysShaughnessyHoltandGrahamingoodform.ToldReid
to send Clark to me this evening if he was not too heavily loaded.
Thursday, June 14, 1917

Atofficeearly.Finesummerday,notsowarmasyesterday.SirW.MaoKenzie
cameat8.30tomyhouse.Hiswifewentthroughoperationyesterday.Hefears
herconditioniscritical Discussedry.situation.Itoldhim wemust take
over road. Ho Other action possible politically. He broke down, a very
distressingscene.Toldmehewasruinedfinancially.Iconsoledhimasbest
I could. Caucus at 10 and much talk over ry situation. Bennett made a good
speech. Many spoke. A variety of suggestions. Smeaton White came to speak
about senatorship in Council discussed 0.C. appointing food controller.
DuringafternoondiscussedpoliticalsituationwithReidandMeighen.Hanna,
HowellaidPrestonforOnt.DuffforB.C.BallantyneorGordonandifpossible
Hurray.WoodandClarkforWest.InQuebecFisetandLaporte.SentforHanna
toarriveSaturday.DebatedPensionbillwithNickle,ReidDohertyandHazen
during afternoon. Confce with Blondin in evening. His pluck is wonderful.
Bennett and Laura suggest that we should accept grit amendment.
Friday, June 15, 1917
Delightful summer day, cool and not too bright. At office early and dealt
withcorrespondence.McElroy,M.P.andRev.TaggartandGreencametopresent
res'n from Orange Lodge of Carleton Co.R.L.Richards called and came to
luncheon. He is very enthusiastic in favour of our policy. In Council
discussed0.C.appointingFoodControllerandpassedit.AppointedSanford
Evansatsalaryof$500.permonthbuthewants$10,000perannum.Discussed
at some length order for further oars and asked Cochrane for further
information. Laid on table of House report proceedings of Imp. War Confce
and read Lloyd George's announcement as to Imp. War Cabinet. Confces with
SirD.MannthisA.M.andP.M.astoCan.Nor.andalsowithWhiteandMeighen.
Explainedposition fullytoMannwhoistoseeMcZ.andreturnonMondayor
Tuesday.Henderson,JamiesonandBennettcalledastosenatorships4c.Major
Campbell Stuartreportedasto his work in Washington. Humorous accountof
relations between Northcliffe and Spring Rice. Thinks latter will resign.
Suggests that Card. Mercier should come to Que.
Saturday, June l6, 1917.
Hannaarrivedandcametobreakfast.Discussedfullywith himproposalsfor
reorganizationofgov't.He,Rowell,Preston,Clarky,woodorCrerar,Gordon
or Ballantyne, Laporte, Duff, Surray &c. He was cordial, explained his
association with Imp. Oil Co. spoke of Food Control as something he would
liketoundertake.IsaidFoodControllermightbememberofGov't.Heagreed
to see Willison and through him Rowell and Preston. At Council discussed
foodcontrolandIsaidHannamighttakeit.Broughtupquestionofseditious
utterances in French press and need of consideration and attention.
Afterwards discussed with Doherty proposals for reconstruction. He says
C.J.distrusts Duff and thinksheisintriguingagainstGov't.Afterlunch
discussedwithMeighenreconstructionandtoldhimofHanna'svisit.Meighen
saysMcKenzieverybitter againstproposalsofGov'treC.N.R.andiscoming
onMonday.WenttoCountryClubfordinner.Mr&Mrs.Rogerswithus.Verycool
inevening.RogersevidentlyverydesirousofgoingtoWashington.Reidsays

Burrell considering collectorship.
Sunday, June 17, 1917
Glorious June day. Walked through grounds, attended to pruning &c all
forenoonandwentthroughpapersthatIhadleftfromyesterday.Charronthinks
our situation and groundsmost beautiful. In afternoon had long talk with
Shatford as to pol. sit'n in B.C. He says Brewster is not proving a strong
leader.Sayswecancarry11seatsoutofthe13ifwehavegoodcandidates.
MajorCampbellStuartcalledandtoldofhisconversationwithC.J.whosays
people of Quebec are laying in arms. C.J. thinks sit'n is very grave. Sen.
McLennan also came and told me of his recent conversations with McKenzie
KingastoLaurier'sattitudeandprobablecourse.IneveningvisitedMacoun
and admired the Arabis Alpena. His grounds look very beautiful. We counted
20 varieties of birds, viz., crows, grackles, robins, wrens,lapwings,
orioles, flickers, swallows, downy woodpeckers, sparrow, song sparrow,
chippingsparrowkingbird,kingfisher,nighthawk,hummingbirds,Labrador
snow bird.
Monday, June 18, 1917
Fine summerday.Sent tlgm to Perley as to cattle embargo and lack of refce
in report of Imp. Confce. Interview with Sir W. McK. as to C.N.R. and
afterwards with Moore and sent latter to see G.P.Graham. Prepared for 2nd
reading of Mil.Serv.Bill,la Councildisoussed probable course of debate
thereonandourpolicy.LaidontableofHousecorrespondencewithPatenaude
reresignation.Moved2ndreadinginaverybriefspeechandLaurierfollowed
Inawobblyspeechatendofwhichhemovedreferendum.Fosteransweredhim
in a good speech hardly equal to his best efforts and then came Oliver In
awildrantingspeechandthenStevensandMarcil.DiscussedwithHannaover
telephone result of his interview. Rowell unwilling or afraid to oome.
Playing game to get West and Quebec. Hanna willing to take food
controllership. Told him I agreed. He suggested Senate.
Tuesday, June 19, 1917
CalledupHannaontel.8A.M.andarrangedtoappointhimFoodController.
AskG.G.'sleaveto announceitanddidsoinH.ofC.at3P.M.Appointment
wellreceived. InCouncildealt with routine and one capital case. Carriok
cametosaythathehadbeenworkingwith Hughestopreventhimfrommaking
a damaging speech. He spoke in afternoon, part of his speech good and part
foolish and even contemptible. Undertook to use confidential letters. He
was followed by Hugh Guthrie in one of the finest speeches I ever heard in
theHouse.HedifferedfromLaurieronallpoints,usedconvincingarguments
and concluded by a most earnest appeal for coalition. Meighen reported
interview with Clarkwho is preparing a great speech and who suggests that
ArthurSiftonshouldbebroughtin.WarmsummerdayLaurierlookstiredand
white.LeftHouseat9.40.LemieuxwhofollowedGuthriewasstillspeaking.

Wednesday, June 20, 1917
GavenoticetotakeSaturdays.ReidsaysRogersislowinspirits.W.H.Moore
came and reported that he had seen Graham who thinks amy proposal for
maintaining situation shd be brought down now and would pass without much
difficulty. Mackenzie came afterwards. Discussed pol. situation with him.
He is to see Sir C. Sifton this evening. Sent for Green and got his report
onWesternminesstrike.Hethinksdirectormustbeappointed.CalledCouncil
at6andhadhimpresent.HerecommendsW.H.ArmstrongtowhomItelegraphed.
Crothers spoke in debate on Military Serv. Bill and made a very stupid
partisan speech. Mulloy sane in morning and he and Godfrey in afternoon to
discuss pol. situation. Godfrey reported that Dafoe is proposing a self
denying ordinance, i.e. to elect Liberals who shall support but not be
represented in Cons Gov't to prevent Quebec dominance. Barette moved 6
months hoist to Mil. Serv. Bill.
Thursday, June 21, 1917
Confce early this morning as to Aird when delay in payment was suggested.
He alleged that Gov't had interfered with kxsc effort of Bank to negotiate
saleofC.N.R.toC.P.R.SaidC.P.R.willingtogivefarmorethan15millions
forC.N.B.StockConfcewithG.S.CampbellastoMurray'sentranceintoGov't.
Discussed ry. situation with Meighen and telegraphed to Shaughnessy. In
CouncildiscussedO.C.presentedbyMin.Labour.EventuallyIhadtodohis
workforhimbydictatingitmyself.TelegraphedArmstronghisappointment.
Pardee and McCraney spoke against Laurier Gauthier made wild speech
threateningcivilwar.OnoursideMeighenandArmstrongH»Y.spoke.Confce
with Sifton at 6 P.M. He is pessimistic as to pol. sit'n. Pears situation
inQuebec.Thinksweshouldpostponebill.Sayshisbrotherwouldcomeinto
coalitioniftherewasnoelection.Considersnon-partisanLeaguewillsoon
control the West.
Friday, June 22, 1917
AttendedtocorrespondenceandcalledCouncilat11.PassedO.C.appointing
ArmstrongascontrollerofDistrict18.WebsterandCalkincameastoexport
ofapplesandothermatters.Shaughnessyarrivedandhadlongtalkwithhim
as to pol. sit'n and railway question. He is disturbed about former and
suggestedacablefromRobertsonastonumberofmenrequiredfor4divisions
forayear.Thengive4monthsforactiverecruitingcampaignandifatend
of campaign men not forthcoming then conscription. Told him we were going
to acquire C.N.R. unless he could find purchaser for stock and pointed out
somecogentconsiderationssuchasoperationofC.H.R.bystateatcost.He
said he would consider carefully what I suggested. Long confce in evening
with Lash, Meighen and Reid as to acquisition of stock or of equity of
redemptionandtoldhimtodrawdocuments.Grahammadeapicayunespeechand
White followed in a clear and forcible address. Lovely summer day.

Saturday, June 23, 1917
In the morning discussed ry situation with Mck. and disposed of
correspondence.Senttlgmsfrom.parleyforstatementfrom War Office as to
monthly replacements needed for a year. In Council disposed of everything
by 1.30 and then further confce with McK. who told me that he wanted 20
millions, for stock and said inter alia that C.N.R. owns G.N.W. Tel. Co.
Discussed in Council proposal to postpone operation of conscription for 3
or4monthsandtryVol.systembyunitedeffort.IneveningC.B.Gordoncame
to dinner and I explained to him fully the pol. sit'n and said he might be
called in to enter gov't. He was very appreciative and said
he would do anything required to help. He does not think there would
be resistance to thelawIn Quebec. Delightful fine day, fine growing
weather. Worked in garden two hours in afternoon.
Sunday, June 24, 1917
Rosa rugosa in full bloom, brimmed shrubbery &c. Glorious June day.
RosesinHosePleasaunceinabundantbud.LasteveningK.BurtonBurney
broughtusawonderfulcartoon of the Kaiser. It is froma pen and ink
sketch well executed. He has had no instruction and is evidently
possessed of great talent fordrawing.ThisA.M.asI saton one of the
benches on Riverbanka beautiful American goldfinch amused himself in
thetreesandonthegroundwithin3yards.Willisontoldmeontelephone
that Howell is much more inclined to come. At his request I wrote to
Rowell, asking him to visit Ottawa. Matson and Shepherd called in
afternoon,bentforMeighenanddiscussedwithhimry.andpol.sit'n.
ToldhimofnegotiationswithRowellandconfcewithGordon.Inevening
preparedformyworktomorrowandwentovera multitude of documents.
Monday, June 25, 1917
Early at office and disposed of correspondence. Louis Bedell of N.Y.
at 12 respecting Aetna Explosives Co. and then Ballantyne at 12.30 to
whom I made a full explanation of pol. situation. He is strongly for
conscription and against Laurier. Council at 2 P.M. and dealt with
routineafterwhichIdiscussedordersforcars.Col.Hendersoncameand
Lreportedtohimastopol.conditionsforinformationofHisEx.Gen.
Curriestlgmtomeattractsgreatattentionandapproval.Inafternoon
McKcame and Iaskedhimforstatement as to errors in Drayton report.
Kempmadegoodspeechinafternoon.HewasfollowedbyGermanafterwhich
Sevignymadeaveryimpressiveandeloquentspeechwhichelicitedwarm
praise and admiration from all our men. Laurier looks very tired and
worn, but he is devilish busy with his men. Willison telephoned this
evening that Rowell will be here tomorrow.

Tuesday, June 26, 1917
RowellcametobreakfastandIdiscussedwithhimfortwohoursthepol.
sit'n in all its bearings and invited his cooperation. He seemed
desirousofassistingbutsaidthatasanoutsiderhemustworkinharmony
withthoseinParl't.Heaskedastopersonnelwhetheritwouldbemade
satisfactory on both sides, that is mutually satisfactory and I said
yes. He promised to see Laurier and to communicate with me through
McCraney. Then at 11 I saw Sifton and converted him to my view that
generalelection shouldbeheld.Hethinkscoalitionmaybeformedbut
that it will be hard work. Agrees that we cannot recede. Promised to
take up proposal with Liberals. Seems disposed to think question must
befoughtouttoafinishandthatcoalitiongov'tcandoit.Inafternoon
Clark made most impressive speech and scored Laurier and Oliver in a
politeway.ConfcesineveningwithCarsonastohisfurtheremployment
and with McK. as to C.N.R. Overcast and somewhat rainy.
Wednesday, June 27, 1917
Scores of telegrams and letters of congratulation yesterday on my
birthday.VeryearlyatofficethisA.M.W.H.Moorecametodiscussrys.
Violentlyopposedtostateownership.Heistomakeabriefastovalue
ofequityofredemption.DiscussedQuebecsenatorshipwithSevignyand
Doherty. Told Doherty it is most dangerous to appoint a man who will
vote against us on Mil. Serv. In Council passed order for cars. Long
oonfcewithCampbellSutartandsenttlgmtoLloydGeorgeastoMil.Miss'n
toU.S.AlsotlgmtoPerleyastoreinforcementsrequired.Carvellspoke
in House and was followed by Edwards. Sifton came at 6 and is quite
hopefulastocoalition.SayshisbrotherthinksLaurierwouldwin.Told
himofourproposalsastowomenvotes.Hethinksitmightdobutwould
not be necessary if there was coalition. Thinks Wood would not do for
Minister on account of his citizenship.
Thursday, June 28, 1917
Earlyatoffice.Siftoncameat10andwediscussedatgreatlengththe
pol. situation. He is quite confident that coalition can be formed. I
asked him to go into senate and become Minister without portfolio. He
agreed.WedifferedastobringinginCalder,whichhethinksimportant.
SenthimtoMeighenwhoafterwardstoldmethathehadaverysatisfactory
interview.DiscussedsamesubjectafterwardswithReidwhoagreeswith
MeighenthatSiftonshouldbebroughtin.Reportedhisproceedingsand
he with Prof. Todd and Willison came to luncheon. Magrath told us at
luncheon what he had been doing. In afternoondiscussedry.situation
with Aird and afterwards with Flavelle and then went with Pearson to
examine model of entrance to new Parl't Bldg. IneveningsawWaughand
Mayor of vvinnipeg as to increasing pensions Waugh says people west of

Great Lakes are strong in their support of me.
Friday, June 29, 1917
SentforSherwoodandinstructedhimtoinvestigatedisclosureinpress
of appointment of Lt. Gov. and Senator before submission to His Ex.
ReportedafterwardsthataMinisterhadbeenindiscreet.ItwasH«zen.
Bishop came and apologized. Conferred with Drayton as to rails for
Allies and gave him letter for use in U.S. Sifton came at 12 and I
discussed with him situation and afterwards with J.W.Wood who seems a
levelheadedman.ToldhimfranklythesituationasIunderstanditand
askedhisadviceandaidwhichhepromised.Inafternoonconferredwith
Aird, Flavelle and Wood as to keeping C.N.R. alive until coalition
formed.Arrangeduntil10July.IneveningHowellcameandwewentover
the situation carefully. He has made little headway and is rather
pessimisticHemadevarioussuggestionswhichIthoughtlittle of.One
wasacoalitionafteranelection.Finerainlastnight.Canadianstook
Avi on.
Saturday, June 30, 1917
Early at office and dictated draft of my address for Monday. Council
at11anddiscussedamendmentstosoldiersvotingbill.DirectedDoherty
to print. Increase in O'Connor's salary authorized. After Council
conferredwithWhiteonry.andpol.situation.Hesaysthatafterevery
other expedient exhausted Gov't under War Measures and Appropriation
Acts can take charge of C.N.R. G.T. and G.T.P. during war. Discussed
wholesituationalsowithMeighenwhoinformsmethatCalderist6arrive
onMondayevening.WanttoGolfClubinafternoonandplayed14holes,
withMeighen,DinedwiththeBurrellsatGolfClub.Rhodesreportsthat
asHousewascountedouttheremustbeamotiontoreinstatetheMilitary
ServiceBill.GlpwiousJuneday.Tlgmsofcongrat'nfromSirEdw.Morris
and others on 50th Anniversary of Confed'n. Roses in bloom and great
numbers of buds on every bush.
Sunday, July 1, 1917
Delightfulday,nottoobrightorwarm.Wanderedovergroundsandwatered
transplantsandpruned.WenttoserviceatCathedral.Satinpewbehind
His Ex. A very good service and excellent sermon, but a sparse
congregation.Damprainyday.InafternoonCom'rPerry,Jamesonandthe
Schreiberscalled.AtsixwenttoGov't.HouseandreportedtoHisJSx.
astopoliticaldevelopmentsandtoldhimofallthatIhaddonetoform
a ooalition government. He spoke to me about the announcement of
Lt.-Governor and Sen. from fl.B. and I told him it was Hazen's
indiscretion. He spoke of his impressions of Quebec, LeBlanc, Gouln,
&c. and seemed to think that an election is desirable from that

standpoint. Bead me an extract from Spring Bice's letter respecting
attitudeof B.C.Church. Messagefrom Pres. U.S. congratulatingCanada
on 40th Anniv. Revised my speech for tomorrow.
Mond&y, July 2, 1917
Atofficeearlyandwentovercorrespondence.Lookedintoprocedureto
restore order for reading of bill after a count out. At 12 went to
ceremonyofunveilingtabletatParl'tbuilding.Greatcrowdgathered.
His Ex. read his address. Then the choir sang "0, Canada" after which
Ispoke. Then "The Maple Leaf" after which Laurier's addressfollowed
andthenthetroopsmarchedpast.Itwasverydifficulttospeakasthe
peopleweresofaraway.Itwasamostbeautifulmidsummerday.Laurier
was in good form and spoke with considerable vigour. He bears his 76
years Very lightly. In afternoon went to the Golf Club with Hazen and
played 18 holes beating him 2 up. Did the last in a very pretty five.
Dined at Golf Club with Hazen, his mother and his niece, Miss Allen.
Came home early after a pleasant evening. Magrath and McHugh of
Pittsburg came in with us.
Tuesday, July 3, 1917
DisposedofmuchcorrespondenceandatFoster'srequestcalledCouncil
at12toconsiderfuelquestion.Magrathattendedandproposedtoemploy
McHughatsalaryof§25,000perannum.Weauthorizedit,recommendation
tobebroughtin.PassedO.CauthorizingHannatoemployTodd,Willison
and French. Prepared authorities on question of reinstating bill. At
3 moved to reinstate and Pugsley who objected on point of order was
quicklyoverruled.Motionpassednem.con.Calder,DafoeandHudsonare
here. Rogers thinks Laurier brought them He wants to make an attack
on the Globe. Never seems to realize how ineffective he is. Armstrong
reports that all the miner's are in operation. Tlgm from Perley as to
reinforcementsneeded.Notverysatisfactory.Goodnewsyesterdayand
today of great Russian offensive, 18000 prisoners captured.
Wednesday, July 4, 1917
Early at office. Dealt with correspondence and then sent for Kemp and
discussed with him various matters relating to Military Service Bill.
While thus engaged Sifton sent urgent message and I saw him in outer
office when he reported that Out. and Mar. Province Liberals were
obdurate that they were like men under a spell, that their brains had
gone to seed, that nothing could be done with them. Told him to buck
upandwewouldgetsomeprominentunofficialLiberals.SawMeighenand
toldhimtoseeS.whichhedid.Dafoesamebyappointmentinafternoon
and Iwentover situationwithhimfully. Heagrees thatOnt.Liberals
areofnouseand saysheistiredofthem.ThinksLaurierheadingfor

anelectionwhichhehopestowin.SaysdissentingLiberalsshouldform
agroup.WillwaituntilFridayeveningtosee whattheywilldoafter
2nd reading. E.M.Macdonald made violent partisan speech. Ten others
spoke including Mondou who declared his allegiance to Laurier.
Thursday, July 5, 1917
RainvillereportedastovisittoArchbishopBruchesiandsaysheblames
Doherty and Patenaude for promises. He came to Ottawa this morning to
escape outcry on passage of bill. Has received threatening letters.
Wants to see me. Discussed political situation with Meighen. He had
longconfcewithDafoetowhomheexplainedthatproposalsastowestern
groupareimpracticable.SentforJ.W.B.andtoldhimofHal'sconduct.
He has not been at office since 16 June. Ekers called to speak of
senatorship.MeighenandIdecidedtospeaktoDuffafterseeingSifton.
Discussed also ry. situation &c. In House Doherty made a good speech
but rather too long. Debate went on until 5.15. We had 63 majority on
billand49againstLaurieramendment,156againstBarette'samendment
and60againstCopp'samendment.Ourmembersingoodform,sangGodSave
the King at end. Laurier and those who supported him looked greatly
depressed. Our men greatly pleased with my speech in reply to Copp.
Friday, July 6, 1917
Roseatnineaftertwohourssleep,judgeMcCarthycalledonbehalfof
his brother in C.E.F. MoKenzie cane to discuss O.N.E. Sent for Sifton
who came at 12.30, He seemed much more hopeful about coalition. Says
thosewhosupportconscriptionaretohaveameetingtoday.Councilat
two;discussedfinancialsit'nand veryheavyrequestsofBr.Govt,as
contained in Lloyd George's tlgm to me. In House went on with Mil.
Service Bill in Com. and had out question of recruiting with Hughes.
Could have crushed him but merely tapped him gently. Meighen reports
thatthereareveryBtrainedrelationsbetweenthetwoLiberalfactions.
Sifton explained that western Liberals think theycanacquire greater
strengththroughpostponingcoalitionuntilafterelection.Hedoesnot
agree with them and he told them so.
Saturday, July 7, 1917
Verywarmday.Earlyatofficeanddisposedofcorrespondence.Council
at 11; dealt with routine and discussed at some length question of
extending Parl'y term. Nearly all in favor but Doherty and Meighen
supported me in opposite view. Ministers think Art, Sifton, Dafoe,
Calder&careheretoarrangeplanofcampaignwithLaurier.Itappears
thatthemeetingofconscriptionistLiberalsarrangedforyesterdayhas
notbeenheld.WentonwiththeMil.ServiceSillinHouse.Muchgeneral
discussion.Passedtwosectionsandhadmuchdebateon3rd.Discussion

wasmoderate,anduseful.Adjournedat6.ineveningArchbishopBruohesi
cameandstayedtwohours.Hadlonginterviewastocompulsoryservice.
He is in favour of an election, doubts good results from further
recruitingcampaign,thinksexemptionofallpersonsofFrenchorigin
would make them despised.
Sunday, July 8, 1917
Verysultryday,overcastinafternoon.Rosegardenmostbeautiful.Last
evening,thismorningandthiseveningLauracut 250roses.Wedid not
gotochurch but stayed all day aroundour grounds.Ipulledmanywild
cucumber vines. They have a tuberous root which is apparently edible.
Gordon Hewitt says that we have four species of swallows, chipping,
song, white throated and English; four species of woodpeckers, downy,
flicker,redhead and sapsucker.- W.H.Armstrong and B.F.Green, Arthur
Ford Sen. & Mme. Poirier came in afternoon. Mme. Poirier very bright,
sisteroftheAbbeCasgrain.Armstrongwhoalsocalledyesterdayreports
goodresultsinoperationofminesrecentlyre-openedinDistrict 18.
Newsfromfrontindicates.Russianoffensiveonlargescale.Anotherair
craft raid over London. Inability to provide adequate defence is
gradually undermining confidence in British Government.
Monday, July 9. 1917 Early at office and disposed of correspondence.
McKenziecameandreportedastonegotiationswithC.P.R.Saystheywould
pay 30 millions for stock if Gov't would give them permission to
purchase.Aird cameafterwardsandIdiscussedwithhimthefinancing
necessarytosustainsituationformonth.SoldMeighentoseeDafoeand
Sifton but McKenzie who saw sifton reported that this is unnecessary.
GodfreycameinafternoonandsaysthatWintheWarpeoplearefollowing
upHowellandtheotherLiberals.HehasnoconfidenceinGraham.Asked
metoseeHawkes.ProceededwithMilitaryServiceBillinCom.andmade
goodprogress.Noattemptatobstruction.Oliveroccasionallyinsolent.
Laura left this morning for Echo Lodge, Ivy Lea, Thousand Islands.
Telephone this P.M. from Dr. Reid that she had safely arrived. Rainy
and cool. Bessie picked 127 roses. Russians had good success in their
offensive.
Tuesday, July 10, 1917
Still rainy and wet. Bessie picked 143 roses. McKenzie came early and
said that he would take 10 millions for stock Told him I thought it a
goodbargainbutcoalitionmustbeconsulted-.Airdcameafterwardsand
arranged as to N.Y. loan of C.H.R. Gave him letter of indemnity, in
afternoon discussed situation with him Wood, Lash and Flavelle and
arranged to keep matter in statu quo until end of month. Long confce
with Sifton. He thinks situation quite favourable. Meeting to be held
on Saturday. Thinksannouncement should not be made of coalition until
afterprorogation.Saysthereare28nominaland23realconscriptionist

Liberals.DiscussedwithhimC.N.R.,incometaxandextension.Hehasan
originalproposalastomanagementofGovtry.system.Thinks10millions
reasonablepriceforG.IT.R.ConfcewithWilloughbyastorecentelection
in Sask. He says foreign vote misled by cries as to conscription and
confiscation of lande.
Wednesday, July 11, 1917
SenttlgmtoLongastopublicationofdebateoncattleembargo.Letter
from Laura this P.M. saying she likes Echo Lodge. Rhodes reported as
tointerviewwithPardeewhothinksextensioncannotbeearriedexcept
by coalition Gov't. Called Council at 12 and considered proposed
amendmenttoMilitaryServiceBill.Pardeecameinafternoonandwarned
meofmotionon3rdreadingforafurthertrialofvoluntaryenlistment.
Disoussed with himgeneral political situation. He thinks pretty good
prospectforcoalition.Billwentonverysatisfactorily inHouse.In
eveninglongconfcewithSiftonathishouseonpol.situation.Discussed
extension,when motion should be brought on, income tax, delay for
voluntaryenlistment,&o.HesaysmeetingofconscriptionLiberalswill
not be held until Monday, or Tuesday. Bessie picked 202 roses today.
Looking at rose garden I thought she had picked none.
Thursday, July 12, 1917
Bessie picked 250 roses, making 970 from Saturday evening, 7th to
Thursdayevening12th.DiscussedwithReidnecessity ofFranchiseAct
forOnt. Undertheiramendment of last Session Election cannot be held
for5months.HadconfusewithE.W.Beattythisweekastory.situation.
HestilladherestoideaofparcellingupC.N.R.TelegraphedforBlondin
todiscusswithhimQuebecsituation.Mme.Bergeroncamewith several
extraordinary demands. Wants $12,000, a pension and unlimited use of
Dossallforwhichsheisagent.Dr.ThompsonofGlaceBaycametospeak
on behalf of J.A.McDonald and Dr. McMaster. In Council dealt with
amendmentstoM.S.Billandproceededwithitincom.nearlycompleting
it.Conferredwithmembersastomergingfirstthreeclassesinoneand
this was done. Godfrey came and reported that matters are going well
and that conscription Liberals are to hold a meeting early next week.
Letter from Sifton that extension should be brought up on Monday and
withdrawnifopposed.Weathergraduallyclearing.Reportscontinuethat
Rogers is making mischief.
Friday, July 13, 1917
Longdiscussion withLougheedastovoteinSenateastoC.N.R.andas
toreorganizationofgov'tofwhichhestronglyapproves.Hethinkswe
wouldcarryveryfewseatsin4westernprovinces.Discussedalsowith
Doherty Quebec senatorships and explained difficulty in appointing

Chapais if he will not support bill. In Council took up question of
labour shortage and prepared for debate in House. Approved of
arrangement by Dr. Roche with U.S. authorities for interchange of
labour. Told Petersen to carry out proposals to get at men who are
willingtotakeworkatadistance.InHousecompletedM.S.billincom.
Movedtoinsert"divinitystudents"in6thexceptionwhichcarriedafter
somerathersharpdiscussion.AfterwardsMorphycameandineveningthere
was a delegation of 12 to protest. They kept me more than an hour and
were very serious and earnest. They say it will be fatal. Informed
Dohertywhoisverymuchdisturbed.Gavenoticeofextensionmotionon
Monday.
Saturday, July 14, 1917
Weathernotyetsettled.Bessiepicked108rosesyesterday.At10held
meeting with transportation representatives Bankers and mfrs
representatives, munitions Board, Nat'l Service Bd. and several
ministers to discuss scarcityof labour.Hadavery , useful meeting.
TheninCouncildisposedofroutineanddiscussedextension.Toldthem
Iwouldnotpressthemotionifopposed.MajoritythoughtIshouldnot
do that in the first instance. Meighen and Doherty agreed with me.
Decided to call caucus for Monday noon. Blondin came from Montreal
and I discussed with him Senatorships and sent him to see Chapais in
Quebec.LongconfoewithSiftonwhosaysLaurierisworkingdesperately.
Atkinson, he says, is wobbly and Rowell has no teeth. Reprimanded
Crothers for publishing O'Connor's report on Flavelle and Matthews
and wrote them. Doherty will probably resign on "divinity students"
clause.Blondinthinksitshouldbeomittedifitcreateddifficulty.
Sunday, July 15, 1917
Brightinthemorningbutaheavyrainandthunderstormintheafternoon.
Bessiepicked106rosesyesterdaymaking1136inoneweekforourlittle
garden.WrotetoLauraandto Julia.Halin office yesterday for first
time in four weeks but I did not have opportunity of speaking to him.
Saw this afternoon what I believe to be a "Harris sparrow" The roses
are much beaten down by the rain. Spend part of the day in preparing
my speech for tomorrow Caucus has been called for tomorrow at 12.
Crimson rambler over veg garden entrance is in full bloom and very
beautiful. There are many difficult questions to be faced this week,
andsomeofthemseemalmostInsoluble.However,onecanonlydohisbest.
I think most of the dissentient Liberals are acting in good faith.
Weather apparently clearing this evening.
Monday, July 16, 1917
Disposed of routine at office and dictated notes for my speech on

extension. At 12 went to caucus which lasted until 1.40. I explained
what I proposed and while there was some dissent, e.g. from
W.H.Bennett and Fripp, there was a great concensus of opinion that my
judgmentshouldprevail.At3rosetoproposemotionwhentomysurprise
A.K.MacleanaskedmetopostponeitwhichIdid.Therewassomerepartee
between Clark and Oliver. In afternoon and evening discussed with
Meighen railway legislation and Mil. Serv. Bill with relation to
divinity students. Practically Arrived at conclusion that we can by
estimate instead of bill make provision for acquisition of stock.
Doherty's attitudeas to divinitystudentsamendmentstilluncertain.
It did not rain today although yesterday, St. Swithins day, it poured
all afternoon.
Tuesday, July 17, 1917
Went to office and disposed of correspondence. Sifton came at 11 and
saidthatMaclean'srequestyesterdaywasduetoamisunderstanding.He
warnedmethatPringleisproposingtoreportinfavourofahigherprice
fornewsprint.Councilat12anddisposedofbusinessinhalfanhour.
Graham sent notice of an amendment to motion for extension.
Communicated with Foster and asked him to reply. On going to House
at3,Middlebrotoldmethattherewasaroundrobinincirculation,to
callanothercaucusbeforeproceedingwithextensionmotion.Ideclined
andproceededwithmotionat3,speakingonlyhalfanhour.Grahamthen
spokemovinghisamendmentandcausinggreatsurprisebyannouncingthat
Pardee seconded. At six o'clock it turned out that the dissentient
Liberals knew nothing of this. Laurier spoke after amendment defeated,
a rather weak speech followed by Clark in a crushing attack. He paid
me a magnificent tribute. Our motion carried by only 25. I
Wednesday, July 18, 1917
FlavellecametodiscussshipbuildingandIspokeofO'Connor'sreport.
He is very sore. Decided at Council to have an inquiry by two capable
accountants. Long confce with DafoeJ who seems intensely in earnest.
Toldhimofmyproposalsastocoalitionorotherwise.Discussedrailway
poly,foreignvote,incometax,etc. Hequiteagreed withall and made
importantsuggestionsineachinstance.InHousemadeannouncementthat
wewouldnotproceedwithextensionresolution.ToldDohertytoconfuse
withOntariomenwhoopposedivinitystudentclause.Hedidsowithout
effect and had painful scene with him from ten o'clock until midnight
whenhesaid"GoaheadandremoveclausebutImustconsidermyposition.
He lacks sense of proportion and the Orangemen lack breadth and
tolerance. Weather very hot and sultry. Sifton suspects that Laurier
has agreement with C.P.R. and Bank of Montreal. Thinks we should take
active steps to stop it.
Thursday, July 19, 1917

Note from Sifton that he has left for Toronto and that I should send
forCarvelltoday.Whitereturnedandreportedaverysuccessfulmission
to N.Y. and Washington. He found McAdoo very cordial and sympathetic.
McAdoo authorized Canadian Loan in N.Y. Debated in Council "divinity
student" clause and movedinafternoontostrikeitout.Considerable
debate ensued andeventuallyitwasstruckout.Dohertybehavedvery
wellandSevignystooduplikeabrick.Eventuallygotbillthroughcom.
about10.BadreportsfromWestastodroughtseriouslyaffecting
crops. Conscription Liberals left for Toronto to attend convention.
Discussed with Meighen railway situation and left copy Cf White's
proposal with him. McKenzie came from Toronto and I told him to
returnatonce.ReportedthatLaurierisworkingveryhardtokeep
his party together.
Friday, July 20, 1917
RoblinarrivedfromWinnipegtourgereleaseofKelly,Helooksaswell
as I ever saw him. Is very insistent as to Kelly's release. Discussed
with Cole and later app't of Senator and conditions in Argenteuil.
SlaterisconfidentParley can carry. In Councildiscussedincometax
bill and soldiers voting bill. Pugsley wasted an hour on question of
privilege which Is to come up again. In afternoon had long confce with
Carvellastopol.situation.HesaysthereistobeameetingonMonday
orTuesday,afterwhichthe situation will be clearer. Told him or our
probable policy on rys, income tax and soldiers voting. H. MoInnes
arrived and dined with me at Club. Blain says our men well satisfied
withmyattitudeonextension.RochespoketomeyesterdayaboutRailway
commissionership.
Saturday, July 21, 1917
Very hot sultry day. Sifton asked for interview early and I discussed
with him the action of Ontario Liberals in declining coalition and
standingbyLaurier.HeisdiscouragedbuttoldhimthatwesternLiberals
shouldhardlylettheirviewbeobscuredbytheinsignificantcreatures
who had met in that convention. Dr. Clark came to breakfast and I
discussedthesituation franklywithhim.Councilat11anddealtwith
routine and with the inquiry into 9¥«t Davies Go. and Matthews Co.
Pressmen came to see me in afternoon for guidance and I gave them my
views.Meighen had long confcein afternoonandwentoverlegislation
with Sifton who leaves tonight for Winnipeg, to attend prelim.
convention. Huntley Drummond came from Montreal at my request and I
discussedSenatorshipswithhim.WeconsideredappointmentofBallantyne.
Sunday, July 22, 1917

Veryhotday,91inshade.SiftonandHawkescame,intheafternoonand
discussed calling of a win the war convention and inviting Lowell to
attend. I advised against any attempt to put Rowell in a corner as he
is ina verydifficult position with his party. I agreed that we would
cooperateinmakingConventionasuccess.Siftonthinkswomansuffrage
might be left outfor the present and he does not favour giving votes
towomenrelativesofoverseassoldiers.SmithofTorontoHewscameto
ask about policy and I told him to take a very broad attitude,
concentrate uponformationofagov'tcomposedofall menofgoodwill
who desire to co-operate in winning the war. Governor General sent a
fine salmon yesterday with his compliments. His party caught 10G in a
week including one 48 pounder.
Monday, July 23, 1917
SentforReidanddiscussedwithhimpol.sit'nandrecentdevelopments!
HeisconfidentastoOntario. Hawkes came andI put himintouch with
Held. Sent for Petersen and discussed discontinuance of salaries to
directors and prepared O.C. Hugh Clark complains that no financial
provision is being made for Press Bureau. In Council passed O.C. for.
app't Board to investigate Davies & Matthews Co, Foster went on with
Daylight Saving Bill which met with rough reception. Shaughnessy
arrivedfromMtlandIdiscussedwithhimmanymatters,especiallyry.
situation* Told him what we propose to do with C.N.R. and he raised no
serious objection. Proposed to him that all rys in Canada shall be
managed by one Board or executive. He said it would be a great saving
andpromisedtoprepareandsubmitaplan.Saidifhewere20yearsyounger
would like to tackle it.
Tuesday, July 24, 1917
A very hot and humid day. Discussed senatorships with Doherty and
arranged for interview with him and Ames. Called Council at 12 and
debatedKellycaseforanhour.Strongoppositiontohisrelease.Moved
3rdreadingofMilitaryServiceBillandcarrieditby102to44.Laurier
made an inconsequential speech and Meighen replied very ably. Boblin
againpressedforKelly'sreleaseandbroughtMulloywhosupportedhim
in the application. Held says Cochrane expects to remain in the Gov't
but isin very bad shape. Telegram from Perley as to file forwarded by
Kemp, apparently with respect to Gen. Currie. McBain came to say he
suspectsyoungFrenchmenaretraininginQuebec.ConfcewithGov.Gen.
at 12.30 and explained to him present political conditions. Told him
I thought he should not go west at present. He agreed.
Wednesday, July 25, 1917

Confce with Raid as to Senatorships and previous confce with Ames and
Dohertyas,toditto.TheyallthinkFosterandSmeatonWhiteshouldbe
appointed. Reid went to Mtl to see "Baker". Kemp discussed with me
recruitinginUnitedStates.DiscussedinCouncilrailwaysituationand
had confces afterwards with Bennett, Carvell and Turriff, all of whom
tookveryreasonableviewofourproposals.Sevignyverymuchdepressed
as tosituationinQuebec.SaysheisadvisednottogonearMurrayBay
where his wife is staying. Told Blondin to buck him up. J.A.McDonald
cameanddiscussedsituationinN.S.Hethinksouraffairsareinabad
wav and that he can do much to assist. Lt.Gov. Morgan came with letter
form Gov. of Kansas. He is investigating war conditions in Canada.
Thursday, July 26, 1917.
Another very hot day. Bad news from front one Russian army mutinous and
useless, flying before Germans, abandoning all its artillery. Confce this
A.M. with McK. and afterwards with Aird and Lash as to C.N.R. Told Lash to
draft Dill giving us power to pay on account liabilities of C.N.R. after
acquiringstock.TheywantedaminimumbutIwouldnotagree,discussedry.
situation in Council and called caucus for tomorrow. Also discussed
recruitinginU.S.andtoldKemptogoahead.Inafternoonrec'dtemperance
delegationandexplainedpal.situation.Toldthemwecoulddonothingmore
until Union Gov't formed. Sent for Turriff and asked him to act on Com. on
Soldiers voting bill out he suggested Pardee. Godfrey said Pardee still
wobbling. Col. Mons. Burke came and wanted to be sent to Washington. Col.
MacKleen, a hero,and Bristol dined with me at Country Club to meet Lt.Gov
Morgan and his wife.
Friday, July 27 1917
Very tired today. In Council appointed G.G. Foster Senator and after much
considerationandsomehesitationSmeatonWhiteforInkermanDivision.Reid
says Baker greatly and even violently opposed to White but Doherty urged
thatapp'tofFosterwithoutWhitewouldproducemoreunfortunateimpression.
AttendedHisExat12.45anddiscussedwithhimproposedconfcewithLaurier.
He suggested that Gouin and Shaughnessy should be asked. Told him Sifton
shouldhepresentandthatIwouldtelegraphtoSiftonwhichIdid.InCouncil
passedlargeapp'nsforMilHosp.Com'n.Oaucus11to1.30anddiscussedry.
situation butwithout gettingmuchlight. Whiteputforwardunexpectedlya
proposal for cooperative management of G.T.P. and C.N.R. and G.T. It did
notmakeanyprovisionforfinancialdifficultieswhicharetheessential
feature.
Saturday, July 28, 1917
Left last evening at 7 for thousand islands and arrived at Reid's cottage
at 11.45. So Brockville by train and thence to Buck Island by motor boat.
Agloriousevening.ThismorningwentbyboattoEchoLodgeandbroughtLaura
to stay with Reids for weekend. She is looking much better for the rest.

Col. Labatt and B.P.Green are also spending the week end. Very comfortable
cottageandbeautifulsituation.Inafternoonvisited CountryClubandwent
among the Islands. Discussed MaBride and with Green who thinks McB is very
ill but has fine constitution and wonderful courage. Russian situation is
verybadaccordingtopressreports.MessagefromSiftonthathecannotreturn
beforelothAug.andadvisescautionastointerview.Delightfulsummerday
with fine breeze in evening.
Sunday, July 29, 1917
Coolertodaywithstrongbreeze.G.P.Bensoncamewithtelegramthathisson,
a2ndLt.inE.F.A.waswoundedon24thJuly.ArrangedtotelegraphtoBrade
for full particulars. Discussed with Reid advisability of giving some
recognition to J.A.McDonald of Nova Scotia. He thinks it would not injure
us in Ontario. Redpath of Montreal came in afternoon. We motored around
Islandandfishedduringafternoon.Leftat8forPrescottandarrivedabout
9.30PickedupWhiteenrouteAbeautifuljourneydowntheriver.Stayedat
Reid's house, but White, Green and Labatt slept on car. Laura is to spend
next week with Reids and I hope to go for week end on 11th and bring her
home. Temperature rose rapidly this P.M. Very hot weather for tomorrow.
Monday, July 30, 1917.
Left Prescott 7.40arrived Ottawa at 9.45. New appointments to Senate well
received. Protest from 'Baker' re Smeaton White milder than I expected.
AttendedHisEx.at12.30andtoldhimconfcewithLauriercouldnotbeheld
until after Sifton's return. He agreed. Discussed in Council railway
question very brieflyand longconfcesthereafterwith White, andMeighen.
WefinallyreacheddecisionandIamtocallCouncilat11tomorrow.Resolution
to be introduced on Wednesday. Saw Doherty as to organization of his
departmentforMil.ServicebillandurgedhimtoproceedwithSoldiersVoting
bill. Suggested Mewburn, Arch. Bruchesi came from Montreal to discuss
exempting of divinity students. He is very earnest but very reasonable;
greatlytroubled abouttheenforcementof theAct.Sifton reportsthatthe
Liberal Governments of the
West are unanimously in favour of coalition.

Tuesday, July 31, 1917
Earlyatoffice.Therm6or7degreeslowerthanyesterday.MeKenziearrived
to discuss terms of bill re C.N.R. Subsequent interview with White and in
Council at 11 debate for an hour and a half on ry. policy. Finally arrived
ataconclusionastotermsofbillandarrangedtogivenoticethatproposals
will be brought down tomorrow. Hawkes came from Toronto and discussed
programmeofWintheWarConventiononThursday.Toldthemtheirresolutions

onpolicyshouldbeverygeneralinterms.Kempsentformetocometochamber
and assist in discussion of Bruce and Baptie reports. Sent tlgm to Parley
as to Bruce reply to Baptie report. Beatty of C.P.R. came to discuss ry.
situation. I told him what I had suggested to Shaughnessy as to ultimate
policy and he said that he thoroughly approved of it. Reid says Rogers is
calling a meeting of the western members to discuss Union Gov't.

Wednesday, Aug.l, 1917
Mackenziecameearlytodiscuss termsofbilltotakeover C.H.R.Seatfor
Meighenandaftersomediscussionsettledallquestionssatisfactorily.Then
sawWhiteanddiscussedwithhimlinesofstatementtobemadethisafternoon.
Lougheed reported danger that Liberals would defeat Mil. Service Bill in
Senate. Sent for him and decided two new Senators should be appointed.
Decided to appoint C. Pringle ,and A.C.Macdonnell. Had some trouble with
Foster who is determined to appoint McNaught and openly blames other
Ont.Ministers for not supporting him. White made statement at 3 on ry.
questionandputthecaseremarkablywell.IttooktheGritsquitebysurprise
andwaswellreceived.IneveningwenttoParl'tHilltoreceiveres'nfrom
WarVeteransandaddressedthembriefly.HisEx.wantsmeetingwithLaurier
et al fixed for Thursday 9th Aug. Doherty much incensed at letter written
tohimbyCard.BeginpracticallyorderinghimtodowhattheChurchdesires
reMil.ServiceBill.HestronglyresentsanyattemptbyChurchtodictate
to Ministers of the Crown.

Thursday, Aug.2, 1917
ExcitedletterfromSiftonclaiming3cardinalmistakesrecently.Discussed
with White his statement that War Profits Tax will not be continued and
arrangedthatheshallmakematterclearon2ndreading.DiscussedwithReid
circulation of British newspaper in trenches and tlgm to Perley as to
despatchingwritertoLondon.WhitesaysAirdgreatlypleasedwithouraction
re C.N.R. After discussion in Council read in House Gen.Fotheringham's
report on "The Fiddlers". Rec'd delegation of N.S. apple growers as to
embargo. Sentfor Turriffand told him of Sifton's misconceptionand asked
him to explain. Turriff quite confident that Winnipeg convention will
support Union Gov't. Doherty left forQuebecto seeCardinalat request of
Delegate who promises to take up matter with Rome if Cardinal does not
withdraw.

Friday, Aug. 3, 1917
SentlettertoLaurabyReid.WhitetookupintheHousetheIncomeTaxBill
and made good progress. Foster spoke to me of intrigue going on among our
members,evidentlyalludingtomeetingofWesternmemberscalledbyRogers.
Aird called and spoke most appreciatively of our course re C.N.R. Thinks
it will be a tremendous asset for the country in 10 years. Discussed with
Meighen the Soldiers Voting Act and the Franchise Act. Conferred with
Crothers as to strike of Longshoremen in B.C. and sent tlgm asking
Shaughnessytoassist.Weatherquitecoolanddelightful.Preparedandgave
to press message for tomorrow, 3rd Anniversary of outbreak of War. Also
prepared reply to delegation from Win the War confoe arriving tomorrow.
GermansstillhammeringanddrivingbackRussians.Haig'soffensiveonWest
front only moderately successful, 5000 prisoners.

Saturday, August 4, 1917
Delightfulcoolday.WintheWarConventiondelegatesarrived.Hawkescame
at 9.30 and explained resolutions alsogavemesomesuggestions.Afterwards
A.B.Ames,A.E.JarvisandParkercalledandspokeofLiberaladherence.Warned
meastofeelingwithregardtoRogers.Rec'ddelegatesat10andwasoccupied
with them and Women's delegation until 12. Spoke to W.W.Convention
delegation very frankly, explained my desire andintention
astocoalitionGov'tandshowedthatextensionparl'ytermimpracticable.They
seemed very appreciative. Then discussed with Women's delegation question
offranchiseandfoundthemveryreasonable.TheSenate,afterlivelydebate
passed Mil. Serv. Bill by 54 to 25, a great victory. Bostock's motion for
non-enforcementuntilafterelectiondefeatedbyI0majority.Playeedgolf
from 5 to 7. Beat Hugh Clark 9 up in 9 holes.

Sunday, August 5, 1917
Mostglorioussummerday.Growthofvinesphenomenal.Havetocutcontinually
the Virginia Creeper and Bitter Sweet which climb over the railing on the
cribwork.LordAtholstancameattenandstayeduntil3.Discussedveryfully
the whole political situation, policy as to foreign vote, women suffrage,
Quebec, Mar. Provinces, the West, retirement of Ministers, financial
provision, Roger's indiscretions and services &c &o. Arranged to discuss
certainmatterswithSen.Foster.HehadnotesofcertainmattersbutIdealt

with them all before he had a chance to use them. He thought favourably of
segregation of foreign vote in West. Has some fears as to disruption of
Conservative party but agrees that the issues are entirely above
considerationofparty.ThinksanastraightpartyissueGov'twillbebeaten
and I agree if West does not come into line.

Monday, August 6, 1917
Early at office and disposed of correspondence. Went over debates of 1914
and1916respectingC.N.R.ExamineddraftofMilitaryBillandinafternoon
from 3 to 6.30 revised it with Meighen and Doherty. O'Connor's draft is
verypoor.MeighenreportsthatRogersiswillingtotakeLieut.Governorship
of Man. Blacklock sent discouraging telegrams as to Winnipeg Convention,
whichopenstomorrow,saysSifton'svisitwasagreatmistakeandthatRogers
is a stumbling block. Doherty reports a very satisfactory interview with
the Cardinal who regards D's interpretation of Mil. Service Billas quite
satisfactory.NearlyfinishedEstimatesintheHouse.MyaddresstoWinthe
War delegates received very favourably. Weather somewhat warmer but not
oppressive.

Tuesday, August 7, 1917
Disposed of correspondence and arranged interview with His Ex. for
tomorrow. Discussed with Meighen Godfrey's desire for nomination and sent
for Blain as to convention fixed for Saturday. White came to arrange as to
proceeding with C.N.R. res'n and we decided as to position to be taken on
several matters. Prepared brief on this question. Wrote to Perley as to
senatorshipandastopol.situation.LetterfromRogersastodisfranchising
enemyaliens.Inafternoondiscussedthisandothersubjectswithdelegation
of Orangemen. Prepared for res'n as to Overseas Minister and parl'y
secretariesandwentatitinafternoon.After21/2hoursgotres'nthrough.
Mil. Serv. bill wentthrough Com. in Senate. In evening from 8 to 11.30 on
C.N.R.res'n.Pugsleymadeveryweakattackandlaidhimselfopen.Iscored
him. Delightful cool summer day.

Wednesday, August 8, 1917
Discussed with Reid situation with regard to Rogers. He thinks immediate

reorganization of Gov't should take place. Meighen reports Soldiers votes
billreadyforintroductiontomorrow.SaysGrahamBellhasbeeninformedthat
three machine guns have been obtained by French anticonscriptionists.
AttendedGov.at12.30anddiscussedtomorrow'smeeting.Hehasnoveryclear
ideaastomeeting.Sen.FostercametolunchandItalkedwithhimofQuebec
situation whichhe promised to thoroughlyinvestigate Heand Blondin, whom
I afterwards saw believe situation not hopeless. In Council passed Food
regulation.InHousedebatedtheCN.Res'n,Mil.Serv.BillpassedinSenate
"on division". Saw Sifton in evening. He gave me most interesting account
ofhisadventuresintheWest.Saysitwasamachineconvention.Heconvinced
leaders but not the mass of delegates. Says Rogers adherence to party is
hurting us greatly. Thinks the fight will be a tremendously hard one.
R.G.Church absolutely against us.

Thursday, Aug. 9 1917
WhiteyesterdaythoughtPosterbetterattendoonfceatGov'tHouse.
SawFosterandexplainedsituationtohim.HeaccompaniedmetoGov't
Housewhereconfcetookplaceat12.30,andlastedtotwo.Gov.opened
withstatementsettingforthcriticalconditionofwaranddangerof
gen.electionduringwar.Offeredtoretirebutweinvitedhimtostay.
I followedemphasizingdanger of incomplete victory or even defeat.
Laurier followed and spoke of necessity of clearing air by general
election.SaidUnionGov'tmightbeformedafterthewar.Shaughnessy
said election would be most detrimental and even a disgrace. Wants
warcouncilandpostponementofelectionandcampaignforrecruiting.
Siftonproposed practically samething.GouinsupportedLaurierand
said he could not join Gov't without mandate. I proposed coalition
extension for 6 months, recruiting campaign. Afterwards Sifton saw
me with refce to proposing this to Laurier across floor of House.
DiscusseditwithWhiteandMeighenwhothoughtitwouldbeunwise.
Friday, Aug. 10 1917
Sleptbadly.DecidedtospendweekendwithReids.MajorGordoncame
from N.Y. and described to me his experience in U.S. Proud to hear
howhighthenameofCanadastands.LasteveningdiscussedwithMeighen
my idea of advising Gov. Gen. to call on Duff to form Union Gov't.
He was fiercely opposed, saying it would ruin us. Discussed it with
Sifton today who said it would depend on attitude of party. Thought
itwouldbeadvisableiftheywouldstandfirm,asLiberalswouldbe
encouragedtocomein.FearswecannotwinwithPartyGov't.SaysDafoe
wrotehmmyesterdayandlatterwillarriveMondayIsuggestedTurriff
asmemberofUnionGov't.CochraneinCouncilfretfulandsaysweare
losing ground. Discussed with White our position in 0.N.R.debate.•
Left at 3.30 for Prescott and Bucks Island with Reid, Green and
Barnard.Arrivedat7.35.FoundLauralookingwellbutstillsuffering

from lack of sleep.
Saturday, Aug. 11 1917
Discussedtodaywith ReidthesummoningofDuff.Heisverystrongly
opposedandthinksitwouldbefatal.WenttoAlexandraBayinmorning
and for a long cruise in afternoon to Clayton and through eel Bay.
Papers to hand in afternoon show strong denunciation of Liberal
convention by Western press and especially by Manitoba Free Press.
'"An unspeakable infamy". Evidently the machine result of the
conventionmaybeaboomerang.ThatisGreen'sopinionandhisjudgment
is usually good. visit here most delightful. Weather just pleasant
temperature. Newspapers uncomprehending as to situation,call for
immediateUnionGov't.ReidthinksRogersnotactingstraightandthat
he is using party resources to relieve Kelly situation. Very strong
against him. Green thinks retention of Rogers would be fatal.
Sunday, Aug. 12 1917
Averypleasantday,hut much warmer,wentwith Barnardfor abathe
beforebreakfastandthenspenttheforenooningoingoverdocuments,
newspapersandclippings.ReginaPostseemsverysaneandintelligent.
Taft reported seriously ill. Evidently a continued offensive is
contemplatedasartilleryofFifthDivisionhasbeensenttothefront.
Discussedpolitical situation furtherwithReidwhoisveryfirmin
his views as to Rogers. Thinks Cochrane entirely incapable of
attending to the business of a heavy department. In afternoon went
forcruiseonriver.CalledatEchoLodgewhereIsaw4yearoldJohn
Gilmour of Winnipeg; also at Redpath's little cottage. Left for
Prescott at7.30andarrivedabout9.15.Agloriousnightandavery
pleasant sail downthe river.Whata glorious and majestic stream
it is.
Monday, Aug. 13, 1917
Arrived 10 and at office at 10.30. Meighen came and reported as to
westernLiberalmemberssayingtheyareallmoredeterminedthanever.
Pressoommentexcellent.Dealtwith correspondenceandcouncil at12
to arrange for day's business. Discussed Military Voters Bill and
authorized Doherty to introduce it which he did at 3. Sifton came
betweenland2andsaysthereisobjectionbyWoodandCrerartoenter
Gov'tundermyleadership.SaysDuffcannotcomeandthinksweshould
haveSirW.Meredith.SawFoster,MeighenandReidallofwhom think
we have had enough talk of changed leaders. Went on with bill
respecting overseas Ministry and Parl'y Secretaries and after much
discussionpasseditthrough2ndreadingandcom.andstoodat10.45
for 3d reading. Hughes very treacherous, Guthrie says Grits have
decidedtokeepusinsessionuntil7thOctober.Thustheywillraise

party spirit and consolidate their ranks. I suggest 2 weeks
adjournment.
Tuesday, Aug. 14, 1917
MeighenandReidcameanddiscussedleadershipofMeredith,strongly
arguing that it would be disastrous. Sent for Sifton and he agreed
that we should abandon idea of amy other leader. Discussed with him
sendingofWoodandCrerarandthenconferredwithTurriffrespecting
convention. He says it was packed. Asked him whether he would join
Gov't and he said yes,if Crerar and Wood would come but it would be
no use for him to come alone.
HeisnotcertainastoCarvell'sattitude.SaysLiberalswillpropose
amendment to C.N.R. bill this afternoon. Sent for White and Meighen
and discussed preparation. Decided I should follow Graham. He made
aratherweakspeechandIhadnogreatdifficultyindemolishinghis
arguments. Pugsley followed in a laboured effort, and debate went
on all the evening. Then confce with CecilWilliamsasto hisvisit
toFront.SentforRowellwhoarrivestomorrow.ConferredwithSifton
athishouseandarrangedforCrerarandWoodtocomeonMondaynext.
Wednesday, Aug. 15 1917
TelephonemessagefromRowellthathewdnotarrivebutletterwould
reach me. It was dated 6 July and was sent for my correction as to
ourinterview.ShowedittoSiftonineveningandhethoughtitmeant
Rowellwouldnotcomeinandthathewastryingtojustifyhisaction.
DiscussedwithhimandwithMeighenandReidinvitingSirE.Falconer.
Theythoughtitagoodnamebutnothingmore.SenttlgmstoWoodand
Crerar.DiscussedPitbladowithSiftonandMeighenbutformerthinks
hewouldnotcome.Sifton expresseddoubtastoconductofSen.Ross
andCalder.AttendedHisEx.andreportedtohimastopol.situation,
telling him that Meredith and Duff had been spoken of as leaders.
Discussed Quebec and Saguenay with Reid, Meighen and Lash and gave
letter as to legislation at next session. White quite nervous as to
C.N.R. bill and Bennett behaved badly insisting on adjournment of
debatesothathecanmakeasensationalspeechtomorrow.Hisvanity
makes him quite unbalanced.
Thursday, Aug. 16 1917
Sent for Sifton early and consulted him as to telegraphing for
Pitblado. He advised against it and decided to stop Wood and Crerar
andgotoWinnipeg.Hewasquiteanxiousastocertainchangesinthe
Gov'tHecameagainatoneandsuggestedsendingforGodfreybutwrote
afterwardsnottodoit.SaysGritsarespreadingreportthatwehave
anarrangementwithNationalists.ImadestrongcontradictioninHouse
at3.ConferredwithFosterandofferedhimHighCommissionership.He

declined on account of his wife's inability to cross ocean. Decided
to see Rogers but before doing so received a letter practically
tendering his resignation. Bennett made a harmful speech on C.N.R.
and Meighen replied very effectively. Mackenzie came in evening and
reported as to conversation with Calder who is well disposed but
thinks he cannot induce his supporters to accept my leadership.
Friday, Aug 17 1917
Dictated and revised reply to Rogers and at 11 conferred with
Cochrane, Hazen,Kemp,White,Doherty,MeighenFoster andReid.Read
hisletter andmydraftreply.Theyallapproved.Ourmenaregetting
restless,Cochranesays,onaccountofuncertainty.Longconfcewith
W.J.Tupperastoalienenemyvoteinwest.Hesayswehavenochance
unless It is disfranchised or segregated. At White's request spoke
onthirdreadingofbill imposingincometax.ConfcewithRogerswho
stronglyinsiststhatweshouldmakenofurthereffortforUnionGov't
and that we are beading straight for destruction. At 12.30 saw His
Ex.andsubmitted Rogersletter andmyreply,ofwhichheapproved.
He gave me permission to publish correspondence. Saw Sifton who
reported Calder well disposed but very cautious. Doubts whether he
will come in
Saturday, Aug.18 1917
Finally revised letter to Rogers and sent it for delivery. Did not
see him afterwards except in House this afternoon. Council at 11.
Disposed of much routine and arranged business for this afternoon.
Discussed bills to be introduced by Lougheed in Senate as to
organizations of returned soldiers. In House moved concurrence in
Senateamendmentsto Military Service Billwhichpassed after brief
discussion. Thentookup MountedPoliceandAgriculturalEstimates.
SomediscussionastowithdrawalofMountedPolicefromProv'lduty.
Burrell in great hurry to get away for golf was kept until 6; but
althoughItookacarimmediatelyforgolflinkshearrivedaheadof
me. Dined at Golf Club with Laura and afterwards played bridge and
arrived home at 11.30. Saw Stephen Foster who looks very manly and
handsome in uniform of a 2nd Lieut .
Sunday, Aug. 19 1917.
Variableweatherwithwharfshowersinafternoon.Wentoverclippings
and read draft of franchise bill. In afternoon Sifton came
unexpectedly.Showedmeletter andtelegramfromDafoe.Letter very
interestingandilluminating astoconvention. Sayshostility tome
issymbolic,personifyingopposition tomethodsRogershasemployed
in the West, especially in matters relating to the war. Crerar has
suggestedtohimasleaderFosterorC.H.Tupper.IsaidI{wouldhold

up both hands for Foster. He said he had decided not to come in but
thathisbrotherwouldcomeandcouldprobablybringinCrerar.A.L.
hasnohighopinionofWoodfor TurrifforBuchanan.Siftonsuggested
Mewburn as Minister of Militia. In evening I discussed whole
situation with Meighen (who thinks we should not take in Calder as
he is unreliable. Infinitely prefers Pitblado.
Monday, Aug.20 1917
Crerar and Wood arrived this morning and I had them for an hour and
a half in the afternoon. Exposed the situation to them with much
frankness and very fully. They asked as to Rogers and C. Sifton. I
explained the situation. Discussed' taxation on business profits.
Asked them as to leadership and spoke of Foster. Sifton came to see
me early and I spoke to him about Calder's alleged lack of
straightforwardness.HeexplainedC'sdifficultpositionintheface
ofhostiledelegates.InCouncildebatedmanymattersandespecially
draft of franchise Bill. interesting conversation with Anderson,
Smith, Walters and Bishop of Press Gallery. Asked Sherwood as to
conditionsinQuebecwhichhethinksbad.O'LearyandGodfreycalled
and former says Hazen will be defeated in N.B. Thinks a Union Gov't
would carry 8 outof 11 seats. Military VotersBill inthe House but
with little progress. Laurier under the weather and not present.
Tuesday, Aug.21 1917
Heard from Reid that Western men must return home before finally
deciding. Sent for Sifton at noon and discussed situation with him.
Told him Rogers blames him for giving information to press but he
strongly denied it. Reid had conversation with western men in
afternoon and reported. Met them in evening at Reid's office.
A.L.Sifton,CalderandCrerar.DiscussedfranchisefullyandSifton
suggested enfranchising of women but requiting individual
naturalization. This, as I pointed out, would accomplish the same
result as disfranchising foreign elements without giving votes to
women.Weallagreedthatthiswoulddo.TheyleftforWestatmidnight
and are to notify us before Sunday. Conferred with McK. and Lash as
torescindingresn'sandagreementswithBankreDuluthStock&c.Read
in House correspondence with Rogers. Doherty proceeded with Mil.
Service Bill. We hear that C.P.R. is in league with Laurier.
Wednesday, Aug.22 1917
At noon heard delegation from all parts of country requesting
appointmentofInlandTradeCom'n.Toldthemwecouldnotdoitthis
session. Sent for Kemp, Doherty and Meighen and arranged personnel
of Military Service Council. Confce with Carvell at 11.30 and after
explainingtohimattitudeofwesternmeninvitedhimtoJoinaUnion

Gov't. He seemed impressed. Spoke fairly and said he would think it
overforadayortwo.MontrealStarlasteveningattackedourC.N.R.
legislation.EvidentlyatinstanceofRogersorperhapsC.P.R.White,
MeighenandIinconfuseduringafternoonsettledourcourseinHouse
on that Leg'n. Mil. Voters bill still on in House. In evening long
confcewithBallantyneastopol.situation.He saysthatC.P.E.and
Bank Montreal are bitterly hostile. Professed his willingness to
assist and serve in any way.
Thursday, Aug. 23, 1917
C.N.R.billinhouseuntil9P.M.Disgracefulandunworthyattackon
Gov'tappearsintoday'sGazettesignedbyH.R.Drummond,Wm.McMaster
andothers.GrahamreaditandWhitemadeexcellentreplyconverting
the article into an attack on public ownership. Our members greatly
enragedandviolentpressdespatchedwentout.IsentforGrahamand
he is to arrive this evening. Discussed Graham's attitude with Sen.
Fosterwhocannotexplainit.RogerstoldmeinconfidencethatGraham
is proposing to sell the "Star" to the C.P.R. C.H.Cahan called and
offered to aid in any way. I asked him to come into public life at
ensuing election. Sent for Carvell and McLean and with Meighen and
Doherty discussed and practically settled necessary amendments to
Mil. Voters Bill. Attended His Ex. and reported to him as to pol.
conditions.
Friday, Aug. 24 1917
After two nights in House till 1 P.M. I did not reach office until
10.30 and at 11 met Graham who was evidently not frank with me. He
expected to be attacked but I simply asked him for explanation. He
pretendsthatheistryingtohelpthepartyandthatheistobethe
mediator. A very untrustworthy man. Saw Sifton at 2.30 and again at
six. He has tlgm from his brother asking as to Carvell. Saw Carvell
in evening and he is to meet his executive on Monday. Gave evidence
thatheisdisposedtocome.Mil.VotersBillpassedinHouse.Fierce
discussion on Pugsley's motion to exclude voters who never lived in
Canada. Our men scored and Pugsley on vote had little support from
hisownparty.MeighenwenttoThousand Islands withReid. Rogers is
leaving for Kenora tonight. His despatches to Telegram are very
unfair.
Saturday, Aug. 25 1917
Rose very tired and almost on verge of nervous collapse. By
arrangement with Sifton, Parent came at 10.15 and I discussed with
him the Quebec situation. He expressed hope that elections will be
held before conscription is enforced. Thinks better elements of
population give itsome support. Will visit Quebec and report to me

on my return. After him Sifton came and we discussed attitude of
C.P.R. and ofBk.Montrealgroup. He suggested asking Ames and Osler
to assist inMontreal situation. He has no faith in Graham. Says he
betrayedtheCons,partyonceandwilldosoagain.FearsC.P.R.will
try to defeat us on C.N.R. bill. Instructed Clark and Christie to
prepare statement for press re military service Bill. Tried
"Starvationandrestcure".Tooknobreakfastorluncheonandwentto
bed at 1 P.M. Many letters alluding to silly rumours that the Gov.
Gen. will not sign Military Service Bill, that we are hesitating to
putitintoforce.Someofthemfromwellinformedand intelligent
men.
Sunday, Aug. 26 1917
Weathermuchcooler.Camedownstairsat5.30tofindmemofromBaker
andcodetlgmfromCalder,Hudson,CrerarandSifton.Telegraphedthem
allstatingthatmessageisunintelligible.Noreplyupto1P.M.today
InafternoongotintouchwithSifton(SirC.)atCobourgthroughClive
Pringle andlearnednumber used in code (130) but secretary and code
booknotthenavailable.Siftonsaysmessageisfairlysatisfactory,
wentoverdocuments forstatementtomorrowrespectingBrucereport,
Numberof employes, &c. Inquiry from Meighen at Preseott respecting
message from West, but could tell him nothing. Gave instructions
yesterdaythatallourmembersaretobesummonedforvoteonTuesday
night,orratherWednesdaymorningat2A.M.LetterfromWillisonthat
he thinks Rowell will come in if some western men will come.
Monday, Aug. 27 1917
Reid,WhiteandMeighencamefornewsfromwestandwereveryviolent
whenIshowedthemtelegramfromCalder,CrerarHudsonandsoftenthat
change of leadership is essential, Telegram suggests Foster, Duff,
BeckorMulock.Decidedtocallcaucustomorrow.Councilat2,passed
routine and went over questions. In House made announcements as to
Bruce memorandum, overseas administrative staff, overseas medical
service and pensions. As to latter said rate &c should be left to a
new parliament. C.N.R. bill on all day. Took steps towards closure
and Pugsley tried to play to the gallery. A good deal of confusion
at one time. Confce with Smithers as to John Riordan as to rates &c
&c, Lt. Col. G.F. Carruthers came with W.W. Tupper to discuss
disfranchisement, Union Gov't, &c. Saw Sifton at 8.15 and he seemed
to think conclusion of western men final. Agreed that we must call
caucus. Explained position to ,Foster in evening. Discussed pol.
situation with Turriff. Tlgm from Carvell that he cannot accept.
Tuesday, Aug. 28 1917
Canadian Northern in Com. all day and passed under close at 2 A.M.

Much simulated indignation by Pugsley and French members. Strong
supporttoGov'tproposalsfromtheGlobe,TorontoStar,andMan.Free
Press Various confces during day with Sifton, who urged that very
strong pressure should be put upon caucus to bring them into line.
SentReidtohim,inevening.ReidverystrongthatFostercouldnot
form a Gov't or carry it on. In Council, explained negotiations and
proposalsofwesternliberalstocolleagueswhounanimouslydeclared
thattheyrouldnot,evenbeconsidered.TlgmfromLd.Northcliffeas
todateofhisvisit andastoscopeofhisauthorityfromBr.Gov't.
Mitchener and Blow urge that Bennett should run again in Calgary.
Meighen says Turriff ready to join Gov't.
Wednesday, Aug. 29 1917
Dealt with correspondence and matters of routine and went to caucus
(thelargestIhaveeverseen)at 11.Fosterdescribeditafterwards
asthemostwonderfulcaucusinhisexperienceof25years.Idescribed
negotiations, stated purpose of messages from western Liberals
emphasized the overmastering purpose of winning the war, paid a
tribute to Foster, offered to retire or to serve under him or in any
othercapacitytowinthewar.HespokestronglyconvictionthatImust
remain leader and declined. Taylor moved resolution, since made
public. There were several other speakers and then res'n carried by
unanimousstandingvote.TherewerecallsformeandIroseandbegan
whensuddenlymyheartbecameveryfullandIcouldnotspeak.Istood
silent,almostsobbing,whenSamDonaldsonsuddenlysprangtohisfeet
andbegan,"Forhe'sajollygoodfellow".WhenitwasfinishedIwas
able to go on for a few minutes. Then we discussed Franchise Bill.
IneveningIspokeinreplytoPugsleyonC.N.r.andafterwards saw
the two Siftons at 11.30
Thursday, Aug. 30 1917.
Rainville and afterwards Blondin came to deplore delay in making
arrests in Montreal. Went with them to see Doherty who reported as
to action taken and promised to have proceedings taken. Then saw
Newcombe and arranged for meeting of Mil. Serv. Bd. tomorrow at my
office. Discussedfranchise with Meighen. Saw Laurier at 6 f.M. and
askedforhisreplyastoBoardofSelectionunderMil.Serv.Act.He
saidhehadappt'dsmallcom.andwouldrequireafewdays.LordGrey
MemorialservicetomorrowinLondonandhere.SenttelegramstoLady
Grey. A very interesting and capable man, of marvellous enthusiasm
but ill-balanced judgment. Estimates under cons'n in House. Mil.
Voters Act rec'd third reading. Strong rumours that C.P.R. is working
hard in Senate to defeat C.N.R. Bill. Hon. Edw. Brown of Man, gave
interview declaring his satisfaction with my leadership and his
intention to support me. In evening long confoe with Duff who said
he would like Tilley to come in. Spoke in highest terms of Tilley's
character and ability. Told him I would consider.

Saturday, Sept.l 1917
At ten to 11.20 confce with Mil. Service Bd. All present with
Doherty,Kemp, Meighen, Mewburn and Gwatkin also. Discussed sending
outcardsandgeneralscopeofreg'ns.Veryusefulconfce.Istrongly
urgedfullinformationthroughpamphlets&c.Urgedfirmenforcement
of law. Then to Memorial Service for Lord Grey in Cathedral. Very
impressive and Archdeacon MaoKay made excellent address. Then to
Council where we appointed Aime Benard Senator and considered the
draftfranchisebillsubmittedbyMeighen.Decidedtodiscussitwith
WesternLiberals,TurriffandOthers. DiscussedTilleywithMeighen
andtoldDufftosendforhimandconsultwithhimastoenteringGov't.
PlayedgolfwithDuff.DinedatCountryClubwithMr.andMrs.P.D.Ross
asourguests.Verydelightfuleveningandreturnedabout11.30.Tlgm
from Sir John Gibson wishing to see me on Monday.
Sunday, Sept 2 1917
At ten went to attend His Ex. who is suffering from a gouty attack
and gave him an account of the political position since I last
reported.Toldhimprorogationaboutthe12thSeptember.Inafternoon
Campbell Stuart came with message from Lord Northcliffe as to his
visit.LordReadingiscomingtoU.S.verysoononfinancialmission
andNorthcliffe'sofficialvisit willbepostponeduntilthen.Heis
spendingweekendinThousandIslandsnearGananoqueandwillreturn
toN.Y.viaOttawaonprivate visit toHisEx.Dr.Doughty alsocame
andgaveinterestingaccountofhisvisittoEngland.Saysairraids
much worse than reported. Bombs dropped all over London and several
banksdamaged.HemadeausefulchartofourorganizationinG.B.and
France. O.M.Biggar an Interesting man. Dr. Mrs. and Miss Ami, Col.
Machin and Capt. MoGregor of British Embassy also callused. A
glorious summer day.
Monday, Sept. 3, 1917.
At 10.45 Sir J.M.Gibson, Flavelle and McAllister came as to steel
required for cars to be constructed for Gov't by Nat'l Car Co. Sent
forPope,talkedto CochraneandarrangedforPopeandBelltogoto
Washington. Discussed with Christie appointment of Can. rep. at
Washington. Meighen, Turriff and Thomson came at 11.30 and we
discussed fully provisions of Franchise Bill. They agreed to
disfranchisement with some reluctance and approved of proposal to
enfranchise relatives of men at front. In afternoon heard from Duff
that Tilley had arrived but would not come into Gov't and therefore
he (Duff) could not come. Sent for Tilley and discussed it with him
atlength,appealingtohispatriotismandtellinghimitwashisduty
toenlist inpubliclifefortherest ofthewarandthathisaction
would create a profound impression. Told Held also to see him and
impress him with duty of service. Reid saw Tilley in evening but

evidentlydid notproducemuchimpression.Verycoolweather today.
Tuesday, Sept. 4 1917
Weather still very cool. Called Council at 11 and discussed fully
the proposed Franchise Bill. Doherty, Foster, Hazen and Crothers
strongly objected to preparation of lists by enumerators without
judicialrevision.Thoughtmoderateandindependentopinionwouldbe
turnedagainstus.FinallyMeighenundertooktoreviseit.Isuggested
that we might make the bill perfectly fair by giving the Grits the
nomination of half of the enumerators. Afterwards conferred with
Meighen and called meeting of U.S. and N.B. Senators and Members to
consider whatthose two provinceswouldaccept. Confce with Cantley
who seems very well disposed and afterwards with Sanford Evans who
toldmeoffeelinginWestandthat Winnipeg Convention was really
a demonstration against Sifton. Western Literals consider him
very treacherous. No word as to his return. Am about at limit of
my strength Debated and settled terms of White's reply to
Shaughnessy's statement in the press.
Wednesday, Sep. 4 1917
RoseandgotreadyforofficewhenIsuddenlyseemedtocollapse
and had to return to bed. Sent for Blount and told him I could
donoworkforsomedays.Dr.McCarthycameatnoonandthoroughly
examinedme.Advisedmetoremaininbedfortwodaysifpossible.
Says there is no organic trouble but pure fatigue. Wonders that
I am in as good' condition as I am. Head "Sunny Subaltern" with
muchinterest andappreciation.Justheeveryday,humanletters
ofabright,welleducated,adventurous,patrioticCanadianboy.The
weather cool but bright in the forenoon. Germans have captured
Riga. Many Russian battalions disaffected and retire without
resistance. Tlgm in code from Green saying that all negotiations
with official Liberals are off and we are absolved from all
obligation to them with respect to franchise.
Thursday, Sep. 5.1917
Sent for Reid who told me of the tlgm from Green yesterday, of
which I had not known. Says Meighen has completed draft of
franchisebillwhichhasbeenapprovedbyCouncilandthathewill
introduce it today with my consent which I gave. Some glorious
gladioli from Sen. Foster and roses from Nickle . Read much in
"Shakespeare'sEngland",amostinstructiveandinterestingbook.
Confidential report of Liberal candidates convention in Toronto
has been published and has created a considerable sensation.
Plainlytheyhadnothoughtbutpartyadvantage.Weatherverycold
Russian situation very bad and apparently there is little
prospect that it will be better. Duff and Tilley evidently have

no idea of entering the Government. They lack the spirit which
prompted our young men to cross the seas and go over the parapet.
Friday, Sep. 6 1917.
Franchise bill fairly well received but some Of the Liberal
papers are attacking it and the Liberals in the House evidently
intend to offer a desperate resistance. Clark and Turriff will
support it. Meighen's statement on the first reading was
admirable. He was unable to bring on the second reading today as
thebillwasnotprintedinFrench.Dr.McCarthycamethismorning
and thinks I am in wonderfully good physical condition
considering the strain I have undergone. Lively scene in Senate
yesterday with Choquette who insulted the Speaker and had to
withdrawhiswords.WentwithLauratoGolfClub for luncheonand
played22holesofgolf.Weatherverycool.Nearlydowntofreezing
point last night. Am not to go to House until Monday. Lord
Northcliffe arrives tomorrow.
Saturday, Sep. 7 1917
In the morning Meighen came with Dr. J.G.Rutherford with whom I
discussed fully the pol. sit'n and found him very sympathetic.
Heispreparedtosupportfranchisebillalthoughatfirstopposed
to disfranchisement. He apprehends great difficulty in dealing
with bacon industry. Sifton came in afternoon and said that he
nearly succeeded in Wpg. and that Hudson blocked the proposal by
refusing to come in under my leadership. We agreed to drop all
proposalsuntilafterprorogation. He agreed that Guthrie should
come in. Sent for Guthrie and told him I still intended to form
Union Gov't and would ask him to join. Dined at Gov't House in
evening to meet Ld. Northcliffe. Sat at his right and discussed
U.S.effort.Hesaystheyaregoinginveryearnestlyandstrongly
and the trouble will be to get them out of the war. He says Ld.
Reading is coming within a very few days with most ample powers
astoallfinancialmatters.WhitereportsGritsengagedineffort
to talk out Franchise Bill by interposing motions.
Sunday, Sept. 9 1917
Coldcloudyday,clearingateveningwithmostbeautifulsunset.Sent
for White, Hazen and Meighen and discussed Franchise Bill, Lord
Northcliffesproposedinterview,&c.TheyreportGritsdeterminedto
obstruct in the Senate. Ld. Northcliffe came in afternoon. Told him
of our confused political situation and of my negotiations with
Laurier&c. Spokeof financialsituation andofdangerthatBritish
officials andAmerican Congress may bring about dangerous effect on
publicopinion.Whitecameat4.30andwentveryfullyintofinancial

situation and emphasized dangers likely to ensue from strictly
official attitude not taking into account higher political
considerations. Discussedappointment of Canadian representative at
Washington.SuggestedthathemightbeaddedtoNorthcliffemission.
White thought he should be permanent appointment. Northcliffe said
nothing about his proposed interview.
Monday, Sept. 10 1917
DiscussedincidentsofSaturdayastoFranchiseBillanddecidedto
apply closure, according to notice. Considered with Meighen and
Speakertheprocedurenecessarytoavoiddilatorymotions.At3went
to House and moved to proceed to Orders of Day and followed this by
motion to proceed to Franchise Bill. To my surprise both motions
passedunanimously.ThenFostermovedclosurewhichcarried48to23.
The whole in 11 minutes. Ld. Northcliffe Lord Richard Neville and
Camp. Stuart were on floor. Northcliffe left this P.M. for N.Y.
Lemieux arranged interview of Sir Lomer Gouin with him. I concurred
and am to hear of itspurport.Severalletters andtlgmsfromWomens
Societies astoFranchiseBill.Wroteratherelaborateanswerwhich
will serve for all. McCurdy says our men in N.S. are much heartened
byFranchiseBill.SaysMurrayafraidtomovewithouthisparty.All
ofthemarebackwardandcowardlyexceptGuthrie,ClarkandTurriff.
Weather fine and slightly warmer.
Tuesday, Sept. 11 1917
News from Russia growing worse. Civil war seems imminent. Kerensky
istakingvigorousanddeterminedmeasures.BlainsaysFranchiseBill
is most popular measure we have introduced. In House went on with
Franchise Bill in Committee. Long discussion. Grits rather baffled
by its complexity. They are desperately afraid of the enumerators.
Theyobjectedrathervigorouslytotheclosurenoticebutitwasgiven
upon the understanding that we should try to make an agreement.
ConferredwithRhodesMcCurdyandDavidsonastopowersofenumerators
in N.S. and decided to permit amendment of the Bill. MoCurdy
recommendsE.HartNicholsforRegistrarinN.S.underMil.Serv.Bd.
Senate has made fineprogress and will be all ready for this bill on
Saturday Discussed with Reid director of Publicity for ensuing
campaign. Hope to go to Echo Beach next week.
Wednesday, Sept. 12 1917.
DelegationofMfrs. Ass'ncameand presented an address practically
endorsing Gov't and pledging support at General Elections.
S.R.Parsons, president, spoke first and afterwards Hobson, H.
Cockshutt, Geo. Henderson and five or six others. Hon. Mr. Rees of
AustraliacametocallandsatonfloorofHouse.Laurierrefusedto

makeanyagreementastodateof3rdreadingandImovedclosure.Many
amendmentsnecessarytocorrectomissionsandoversights.Discussed
withN.S.membersandSenatorsproposedamendmentastoN.S.Asthey
had not moved it before midnight I told them it should be done, if
at all, in the Senate. They were displeased but reluctantly agreed.
McCrany thinks we will carry 40 seats west of Lakes. Laurier and
Pugsley look very dispirited and tired. Graham maintains a fairly
jaunty air. Tlgm from Perley that McPhail will return and run in
Queens, P.E.I. He also suggests return of Steele. At 2.20 A.M. the
Franchise 3ill was reported without a vote.
Thursday, Sept. 13, 1917
Slept until 9.40 then to office. Discussed with Newoombe use of
bilingualformstinderMil.Serv. Act. Told him to use English forms
in all Provinces except Quebeo. Discussed with Reid our publicity
bureau. Flavelle came to discuss fair wages clause with respect to
provision of lumber for aeroplanes and new contracts for 6 inch
shells.Wm.PowerandTobinassertthatSiftonatfirstagainstComp.
Mil.Service.InHouseproceededwithmisc.businessuntil9.40when
I proposedproceeding with Franchise Bill,but at Laurier's request
permitted adjournment of debate, having first given notice of
closure. Met White, Lougheed, Cochrane and Held at 5 as to Ry. and
Insce bills and arranged our course in Senate. Met N.S. Members and
Senators at 8 as to amendment in Senate to Franchise Act and agreed
as to proper course.
Friday, Sept. 14, 1917
Laurierdeclinedtogiveanyassuranceasto3rdreadingandImoved
closure at 3. Debate then proceeded and in reply to an appeal from
WeichelastonaturalizationIspokeforabout10minutesinexplaining
policy or Gov't. Letter from rep's of Railway Emp. Organization as
todelayinSenateoverrailwaybill.Discussedwit'nwithArmstrong
and proposed to take up bill in H. of C. and add as amendments most
importantprovisions.Found,however,thatthiswasimpracticableas
they wanted so much. In Council discussed reply to British note as
topurchasesinUnitedStatesandafterwardsdraftedreply.Whitewent
intheair,saidhewasoverweariedandmustgetout,thathisduties
and responsibilities were undermining his health. I soothed him as
bestIcouldandarrangedforhisworkwhileabsentinWashingtonto
meetLordReading.FiercedebateinHouse.OurmenpoundedtheGrits
thoroughly and completely from 12 to 2.
Saturday, Sept.l5, 1917.
Discussed with Meighen the best way of expediting railway and
afterwardstookitupwithLougheed.SubsequentlytookitupinCouncil

and arranged that Lougheed should put it through with such
modification of controversial clauses as might be forced upon him.
WhiteleftforHewYork.Siftoncameyesterdayanddiscussedpolitical
situation. Told him Cahan says C.P.R. and Bk. Montreal will support
Gov't,andhehadsentasternmessagetoShaughnessy.Thinkswewill
have a stiff fight but should win. Wants a Senatorship. In that he
resembles many others. Sent letterto membersurging them toremain
and attend caucus. In House put through concurrence to Senate
amendments to Income Tax Bill. Division 33 to 11. Then dealt with
Drydocks Bill and went into estimates. Arranged with Flint to give
him annuity of #2500. and Laurier to whom I spoke said he would
approve. Have my work well up to date.
Sunday, Sept. 16, 1917
Amostgloriousearlyautumndayratherwarm,therm.80inafternoon.
Wanderedovergroundsinmorningandpartoftimewentoverdocuments
andpressclippings.Counted30budsinrosegarden.Groundslookvery
beautiful. Feel very tired and utterly in need of rest. Rhodes came
inafternoonandRogersalso;Seemsingoodform.Mrs.AliceGardiner
and her son who has joined a signalling Co. at age of 15, pretending
to be 18, which he looks, also Mr. Beaufort of Christian Science
Monitor,Mr.DudfieldofNfld-apartnerofSirEdw,Morris,andCol.
Currie (John A.) Currie says our men are in wonderful confidence.
Dangerthattheymaybetooconfident.Imustwarnthemagainstthat
atnext caucus.JohnEwarthasissuedapamphletcontaininginsolent
referencestome.HehasanIntenseantipathytoeveryonewhosupports
theBritishconnection.Itwasgenerallyrumouredthathewasgreatly
disappointed because he was not knighted with Aylesworth after the
arbitrationwiththeUnitedStates.Aylesworthsaidthathewouldhave
been glad to take Ewart's fee and let Ewart have the knighthood.
Whatevermaybethecause,Ewart'shatredtoGreatBritain seems to
date from that period.
Monday, Sept. 17 1917
Attended Labour Convention at 11 and had good reception, Spoke to
themforabout10or12mins.andwaslistenedtowithcloseattention.
Siftoncameat12andisdisturbedatresignationofJ.KerrinEent.
SaysitwillhavebadeffectonLiberalsalloverthecountry.Mulloy
hasgoneforpurposeofinducinghimtoreconsider.At12.30attended
His Ex. who suggested a useful addition to speech from Throne. In
afternoonredrafteditandattendedhimatGov'tHouseandheapproved
InCouncildiscussedpaymentofmembersofTribunalsunderMil.Serv.
[Act. Poster, Crothers and Maighen strongly opposed. Doherty and I
favoured payment. Great excitement in Senate as to amendments
respectingFranchiseActinNovaScotia.Ineveninglongconsultation
withW.J.BullmanofWpg.respectingwesternconditions,especially
Manitoba and Rogers' status and probable course.

Tuesday, Sept. 18, 1917
Wentat8.30withDoughtytoseeexhibitofWarTrophiesatLansdowne
Park.Veryinterestingandinstructive.Reversiontooldconditions,
bodyarmour,shields,helmets&c.At10to12meetingofMilitaryServ.
Council which discussed important matters. Then confce with Shortt
as to hie app't on Archives Com'n. Then to H. of C. and confce with
Lougheed and Meighen as to Senate Amendments to Franchise Bill.
Ballantyne came at my request from Mtl. and we discussed pol
conditions. In Council disposed of routine and arranged business of
House.In House Doherty undertooktomovenon-concurrenceinSenate
amendments to Judges Act, but was not prepared with motion setting
forthreasons.ExcursionsandalarumsastoFranchiseAmendmentsand
finallygotitarrangedat9.30,DelegationofFrenchCanadiansfrom
Mtl. advocated Pope for Cabinet position. J.A.Currie wants to come
in.Verybeautifulautumnday.Severalrosesstillbloomingingarden.
Wednesday, Sept. 19 1917
Caucus11to1.30.ObjectionraisedbyBennett,Frippandothersto
UnionGov't.FinallyJ.A.Curriespentnearly20minutesindiscussing
a rumour that I would give equal representation in Government to
dissentientLiberals.Hesaidmembersgreatlydisturbed,thatrumour
wasdoubtlessunfounded,butthatIshouldreassurethem.Ihadonly
ten minutes for reply. I told them Canada was faced with a crisis
above all party considerations; it was vital that necessary
reinforcements should be supplied by compulsory military service;
without this Canadian Corps could not be maintained and would feel
itself betrayed; I meant to keep my pledge to our soldiers; if
dissentient Liberals would come in I would give them equal
representation in Government; my duty as I conceived it led me to
that conclusion; they had to consider their duty, and if their
conceptiondidnotcoincidewithminetheironlycoursewastoselect
anotherleader.Therewasnomoremurmuringandcaucusacquiescedbut
there are some dissenters. Have decided to leave everything until
after 1st October. Much discussion during the day and all through
theeveningastoamendmentstoN.S.Franchise.At6hadmeetingwith
LougheedandN.S.Senatorsandmembers.FinallyarrangedthatMeighen
and W.B.Ross should be a committee to deal with matter and their
decision final. They reached agreement with Grits which the latter
repudiated in about an hour. Offered Dr. Clark position in Gov't
without portfolio. He seemed much gratified and said he would not
administer a Dep' t and would leave his accession to Gov't entirely
to me.
Thursday, Sept. 20, 1917
Col.H.R. Smith, Sergt. at Arms died this morning and at 3 I made
appropriate reference. Great uncertainty all day to 3 P.M. as to

prorogation.Sent,forB.M.Macdonaldandhadconfceafterwardswith
himandMcLeanandarrivedatagreement,subsequentlysawOliverand
arranged that he would not obstruct; then told Col. Henderson there
would be prorogation at 6.30. In House moved res'n appreciative of
Dr. Flint's services. Prorogued at 5.30. In evening dealt with many
matters and interview with Meighen as to formation of Union Gov't,
andespeciallyastoPitblado.AfterwardssawJohnPitbladowhosaid
he had already written his brother and would telegraph him. Reid
thinks Rogers working against us and not acting straight. Says
Cochrane expectsto stay butmighttakeanotherDepartment.Reading
and Northcliffe coming to Ottawa on 4th to 6th October.
Friday, Sept. 21 1917
Left at 7 for EAchoBeach. From Chateau to Smallians in 2 hours, 35
minutes.ArrivedinCamp12.30.Wouldhavearrived11.45butfordelay
inmeetingus.Hadtocarryourluggagenearlyallwaythroughportage.
MotorboatofmuchhesitancyinoperationbroughtusupHomeLake.In
afternoon Rhodes and I went to Pickwick and took only half a dozen.
OffLaVictoiresRhodes andIeachgota8pounderabout6. Minewas
hookedonfinandmadeatremendousfight,testing mynew4oz.rod.
Egan and Blackburn tot 8 good ones at same time and place. Meighen
cameasmyguest.Helooksverytired.Dr.Powell,Jones,Gouin,Devlin
and Gait also in Camp. Weather very cool but air delightful. Played
cards in evening. Respite from infernal pol. worries most
delightful.
Saturday, Sept. 22 1917.
Wasfoolenough to gointoLakeforbathewith keennorthwindand
therm at 44. look physical exercise afterwards and got into a good
glow. Egan left for Ottawa at 10 and sent letters to Laura and Dr.
Reid.Airverybracing.InafternoonwenttoGouin'spoolandthence
to Keatleys where Rhodes and I got 7 nice ones. Letters from Reid
statingthatSiftoninformedhimthatthe4WesternLiberalsarenow
ready to coma and that he would telegraph to have them in Ottawa on
5thOctober.Discusseditwith Meighenandwebothregardedproposal
as unfortunate andthe situationas difficult.It would appear that
theirentrynowislikelytodoasmuchharmasgood.Theirhesitation
and their quibbling as to leadership have disgusted the majority of
Conservatives.
Sunday, Sept. 23 1917
RhodesandMeighenwenttoDearLakeandcamebackwith61,someof
themlarger thanIhave everseenfromthatLake.GaitandIwentto
Pickwick where we got 5 small ones, thence to Lunch's Camp where we
got five very fine ones and thence to Keatleys where I got three

beauties,oneofthemnearlytwopoundsandhegavemeagreatfight.
TheyallagreedthattheywerethefinestfishofthisCamp.Weather
delightful. Considered the Western Liberals further and am much
puzzled over the situation. To take them in will enrage Ontario and
Maritime Conservatives beyond measure. Besides, I have already
spokentofivemen,Ballantyne,Clark,Guthrie,Mewburn,andPitblado.
Have not heard from last but know others will come.
Monday, Sept. 24 1917
Gloriousautumnday.WrotetoLauraandsentherasmallboxoffish.
Also wrote to Reid and told him Meighen is going in tomorrow.
Blackburn, Smellie and Bassett left for town. Rhodes and Meighen
startedforPickwickat11.Theycameback»ithlittlefromPickwick
but with with 11 very fine reds from Keatleys. Powell and I went at
4.30toKeatleysbutwetookonly2,allthatrosetous,whileRhodes
andMeighenweregettingnumerousrisesonly100feetaway.Discussed
pol. situation with Meighen and we agreed that position is very
awkward, and embarrassing by reason of new attitude of Western
Liberals. If they come in situation will be difficult with
Conservativeelementandifwerefusesituationwillbedifficultwith
independents and Liberals.
Tuesday, Sept. 25 1917.
Not in good form today. Stayed in Camp all forenoon and most of
afternoon.Sleptandreadandinafternoonfeltmuchrefreshed.went
at 4.30 to Keatleys with Jones but we had no luck. Afternoon was
delightfulweather.MeighenandGaitleftfortownandMeighenintends
sending up Reid on Thursday or Friday to discuss new attitude of
WesternLiberals.Herealizesourgreatresponsibilitybutisstrongly
opposedtotakingtheminatthisstage.Iambeginningtofeelthat
we should take them in as our first duty is to win at any cost the
comingelectioninorderthatwemaycontinuetodoourpartinwinning
the war and that Canada fee not disgraced.
Wednesday, Sept. 26 1917.
WentwithpresidenttosunkenLog,Horseshoe,Martin'sLanding,Left
Bower and Devlin's pool. Got 13 grays (11 at Horseshoe) and 1 red.
Tenofthegraysweighed25pounds.PerfectSeptemberdaybuttoowarm
for fly fishing. Echo Lake was a most beautiful picture. The beach
at the head of Echo Lake is very delightful. There would be an
excellentsite foraclubhouseorcamp.J.A.Goninspoketomeabout
his son-in-law Bowie. Wants him appointed Sergeant at Arms. Mail
arrivedlatethiseveningLetterfromLaurainwhichsherecalledthat
yesterdaywas28thAnniversaryofourWeddingDay.ARhodesandPowell
went to Asbestos Rock and Keatleys and came back with 15 nice fish,

nearly all reds.
Thursday, Sept. 27 1917
WentthisforenoontoAsbestosRockbuthadpoorsport.Inafternoon
went to La Victoire's and got three nice fish. Reid with Ted Devlin
andMontyPowellarrivedatCampinafternoonandIhadtheopportunity
of discussing with Reid the new developments in the pol. sit'n. We
came to the conclusion that I should ask Meighen to wire in my name
toMitchener,WilloughbyandPitbladotomeetmeinOttawaonTuesday
next. As W. & M. are to be Senators we think they whould undertake
toorganizeorassistinorganizingtheirProvinces,AstoPitbladol
have opened negotiations with his brother and it is due to him that
themattershouldbediscussedatapersonalinterviewLiberalshave
accepted Clark's resignation in Red Deer.
Friday, Sept. 28, 1917.
Further discussed situation with Reid and sent telephone message
byMailcouriertoMeighentotelegraphforMitchener,Willoughbyand
Pitblado. Pointed out to Reid the danger of our position in case I
should refuse proposals of western Liberals. He was strong against
them at first but he is beginning to see the difficulty of refusal.
Discussed appointments to House of Commons, Clerk and Sergeant at
Arms,withtheSpeaker.ReidandIwenttoPickwickandhadverygood
sport.Helandedoneweighingnearly2pounds.Rhodescaughtseveral
finefishatLaVictoires.Averylovelyautumnday.Decidedtoreturn
to town on Sunday. Hews from Russia very discouraging. Almost in
conditionofanarchy.RaidsaysWhiteisverynervousandoverworked.
Saturday, Sept. 29, 1917.
Adullandovercastday,muchcooler.ReidaddIwenttoSunkenLog
(5)Horseshoe{none]ColdSpring(1)LeftBower(none)andCedarBay(14)
returningat5.45 with 20. Rhodes caught a magnificent 3 pounder at
laVictoiresandTedandMontyhadexcellentsportatLongLakewhere
they captured 15 beauties, all on the fly. Talked further with Reid
and Rhodes about the pol. situation and decided that action for
reconstructionoughtnottobedelayedaminutelongerthannecessary.
HethinksthatCochranewouldacceptpresidencyoftheC.N.R.andthat
the appointment would be popular. The difficult question is as. to
the overseas service. Most conflicting reports as to present
conditions in G.B. and France.
Sunday, Sept. 29, 1917.

PackedupandstartedwithRhodesandReidforhomeat10.30.Itbegan
to rain shortly after we started and rained hard until we reached
Smalians. Had lunch there. Motored to Ottawa over a very bad road
reaching home at 6.50. Stalled on one hill and skidded into ditch
&c. Sent box of fish to His Ex. John Pitbiado came at 8 to report as
tohisbrother.Believesheiswillingtocomeinalthoughreluctant
todosoandthatheleavesforOttawathisevening.AfterwardsReid
and Meighen came and we discussed pol. sit'n for two hours. Meighen
stillstronglyopposedtotakinginfourwesternLiberals.Ipointed
out the difficult position I would be in if I refused, after all
thatIhavemostsincerelysaidaboutformingaUnionGov'tandplacing
theWinningoftheWaraboveeveryotherconsideration.Reidwhowas
strongly of Meighen's opinion at first is coming around to mine.

Monday, Oct. 1 1917
Early at office. Tlgm from Pitblado that he cannot come. This
explainedbylatertlgmstoMeighen.ItappearsthatPitbiadohas
heard of further proposals by Calder et al and does not wish to
interfere. Latest tlgm says Laurier will resign on Saturday and
Carvell will assume leadership and agree to coalition.
Telegraphed for Ballantyne and Guthrie. Seat for Sir W. McK. but
he is in Winnipeg. Appt'd Jameson on Civil Service Com'n.
Appointed Shortt Chairman Historical Document Bd. In Council
discussed issue of proclamation dissolving Parliament, app't of
Clark (Assistant) of Crown in Chancery and of Scrutineers.
Disposedofmuchroutine.Hazenandwifearrivedyesterday.Sifton
out of town, returns tomorrow. Major Gow has arrived and is to
see me with message from Perley. Newcombe consulted me as to
reciprocal arrangements with U.S. for compulsory service.
Tuesday, Oct, 2. 1917
Sent for Cochrane and discussed with him the presidency of the
C.N.R. He agreed to take it and remain member of Gov't without
portfolio.SentforMitchellpreviouslyanddiscussed withhim
appointment of Sir W.McK. as Chairman of Board of Directors.
Willoughby came and reported on conditions in Sask. Said Calder
wouldbehardpilltoswallow.DiscussedwithRochehisretirement
andofferedhimcollectorshipinTorontoorChairmanshipofCivil
ServiceCommission.Hewantsry. com'rship.Popediscussedapp't
of enumerators. Council in afternoon. Discussion of financial
sit'nwhichFosterpaintedinverygloomycolours.Whitecontended
that outlook is much more cheerful that Foster supposes. In
evening confce with Sifton over whole pol. situation. He says
Western men are to be here on Friday and outlook is good. Thinks
McK. must sever his connection with C.I.E. absolutely. Believes
Laurier will resign if Western men come in.

Wednesday, Oct. 3. 1917
Called up earlyby Reid who gave report from Ballantyne. Saw
BallantyneandarrangedtoswearhimasMinisterofPublicWorks.
Meighen came afterwards and reported that Laurier has resigned.
Sent Reid to interview Sifton and demand that he shall send for
Calder,whichhedidWaitedforreportwhicheventuallycamefrom
Reid,theninSifton's office, thatthecourseproposedwould
not interfere with attitude of Western Liberals. Swore in
Ballantyne before His Ex. at 1,45. Long talk at luncheon with
W.F.McL. who demands recognition. Council resumed at 2.30 and
we considered proclamation calling out Class 1, which with a
few amendments we passed. Several routine matters dealt with.
Confce with Hawkes who wants a seat in H. of C. With COl. Currie
who wants a seat in Cabinet, and with Col. Gow who gave me some
excellent suggestions as to overseas forces. Rumors that Grits
aretomakechargesagainstGuthrieifsworn.Discussedthiswith
Meighen and Reid.
Thursday, Oct. 4 1917.
Late at office and immediate confce with Reid and Meighen as to
report re Cuthrie. Reid telephoned T.E.Ferguson who said there
was no report. Nothing on file in Interior Dep't. Saw Guthrie
who assured me there was nothing in report. Passed O.C.
appointing him Sol. General and he was sworn in 12.30. Passed
O.C. app'ting Purpey Ass. Clerk of Crown in Chancery and O.C.
dissolving Parl't. Sent for Kemp at 11.45 and again discussed
Mewburnveryearnestly.HeafterwardssuggestedthatIshouldsee
Mewburn and I arranged app't for 5 but postponed it to meet Ld.
Reading. Sir W. McK. came and I told him of proposal to make
Cochrane Pres. of C.N.R. He objected and thought it would be a
mistake, wm. Sharp came at 4.15 and I discussed Man. sit'n and
especially Rogers. Lord and Lady Reading and Hendorson called at
5andIbrieflystatedtoR.ourdifficultfinancialsit'nDinner
in evening at Gov't House. Took In Lady Blancke and sat next to
Lady Reading. Arranged with Reading and Northcliff e for
conference tomorrow.
Friday, Oct. 5 1917.
Veryhardday.SentforKemp(afterpreviousconfcewithMewburnat
9.30} and put it to him very earnestly that he should go overseas.
Inafternoonheaskedtoconsultbrotherandpartner,itelevenconfce
with Northcliffe and Beading and Poster, White, Burrell and Doherty
andwentoverentirefinancialsituation,especiallyastoproviding
funds for purchase of wheat. Then to lunch with Bankers. White and
Readingspokeandbankersseemeddisposedtoprovide100millionsout

of 350 necessary. Several confces with Reid and then Meighen, the
lattergreatlyexcitedabout delayby Westerners. McKenzie came and
we discussed his retirement to which he strongly objects. He said
Calder wants to see me and promised to telephone him, In Montreal.
IneveningalivelyoonfcewithSifton,inwhichIattackedWesterners
fordelay.HepromisedansweronMonday.thinkssituation astofood
veryseriousandthatitwillbeastrongcanvassagainstGovernment.
Saturday, Oct. 6 1917
SawReidandafterwardsMeighenandexplainedtothemarrangement
withSiftonwhichtheyregardedvassatisfactory.LordNorthcliffe
cameatelevenandIdiscussedwithhimbothpol.andwarsituation.
He says W.S. very grasping and selfish. They commandeer without
question everything which British have ordered, including such
essentialsasships,machinetools,&c.SaystheyinsistedonReading
coming and they are very willing in financial matters to learn by
Britishexperience.HeadingistohaveconfcewithLaurierthisP.M.
atlatter'srequest.Councilat12discussedFortWm.Strike.Passed
O.C.placingBoyd(L.H.)incontrol.PlayedgolfwithNortholiffein
afternoon at Rivermead. Attended Gan. Club luncheon when Reading
spoke. Very good address. Beverley Maclaughlin came to see me with
proposal from Parent. Willison telephoned that Howell is coming to
Ottawa and asked me to send for him. I did not promise. McKenzie for
1 1/2 hours discussed pol. situation and C.N.R. Thinks Cochrane's
presidency very bad from pol. standpoint.
Sunday, Oct. 7, 1917
Walked around grounds. Wild sunflowers very beautiful. Rose
striving to bloom, several buds. Ramblers bravely blooming in spite
of cold and frost. Leaves falling rapidly. Many robins on bank,
feeding on berries. Arranged meeting with Food Controller for this
P.M.DiscussedWesternstrikewithCrothersandtoldhimtogotoFt.
Wm. tonight. In afternoon long discussion with Food Controller.
Foster, Meighen and Crothers present. He gave a very graphic aco't
ofhislaboursanddifficultiesandplacedimportantproposalsbefore
us,whichCouncilwillconsidertomorrow.Afterbeleft,wediscussed
strikeatFt.WilliamandPortArthur,astowhichseveraltelegrams
arrived. I sent reply to Longshoremen urging them to resume work.
A.C.Ross called to offer his support. Had interesting conversation
with Hamilton Fife. Mrs.Twohey,Mr.&Mrs. J.D.Connolly,Mr. &Mrs.
Rhodes,Mr.Ewartandseveralotherscalledduringafternoon.Avery
active day.
Monday, Oct. 8, 1917.
ConferredwithHowardFergusonastoParent'sproposalsanddecided

to take no action. Arranged confce with Western Liberals. Called
Councilfor1045andHannacameat11anddiscourseduntil1.30giving
usaveryinterestingstatementandreportastohisproceedingsand
proposals,infoodcontrol.Hisfourrecommendationswerepractically
adopted,butastoone,prohibitionofgrainforuseindistilleriesand
breweries,therewassomequestion.westernLiberalsCalder,Sifton,
Crerar and Hudson came at 3 and remained until 6.50. Discussed War
Council, portfolios, conscription of wealth, taxation, War Customs
tax,appointmentsto offioe,controloforganization,repealofWar
Time Elections Aot. There seemed no Insuperable difficulty. Asked
Meighen and
Bold In evening and discussed with them until 10 and then sent for
Calderanddebateduntil12.MeighenkickedonWartimeElectionAct
repeal and on appointment of Senators. Very frank discussion by /
Calderandconfcedidgood.CaldersaysheandMbGov'twillsupport
us in any case.
Tuesday, Oct. 9, 1917.
LonganxiousWorryingday.ConfoeearlywithCalderastoarrangements
for day. Saw White and explained position. Called Council at 12 and
dealtwithroutine.Passed0.C.astoU.S.embargoongold.Attended
His Ex. and explained position politically. Discussed his proposed
triptoWest.InafternoondiscussedpensionsinCouncil.Thenconfce
between White and myself and Calder and Crerar as to fiscal
arrangements.Itwentfairlysatisfactorily.ThenconfcewithRowell
whowantstobringinPardee.Toldhimofdifficulty.Theninevening
2 1/2hours confce with Calder & Crerar. They brought up question of
personnel. Would prefer not to have Clark and insist somewhat on
Hudson. Rowell does not want Dept.Discussed War Council. Talked of
LabourrepresentationandwantsomethingdoneaboutWartimeFranchise
Act. They gave in as to Senators. Confce pretty satisfactory except
as to Hudson. Would like to have Pardee in.
Wednesday, Oct. 10 1917.
Went to early confce with Reid and Meighen and latter found himself
unable to come In with four Western Liberals. I finally became
impatient and swore that I would give up the whole undertaking and
resign.ThenincameWhitewithcomplaingaboutOntario.AgainIwent
into the air. He was profoundly surprised. Sent for Calder and
explainedMeighen'spositionandarrangedinterviewwhichprovedto
be very satisfactory so far as Calder is concerned. McKenzis after
subsequently seeing Calder came in and told me to stand pat.
ApparentlyamessagefromC.HeldCouncilinafternoonanddealtwith
routine, then discussed Milltary Service reg'ns, and Banna's
recommendations re oleomargarine &c. Consulted with Foster as to
general difficulties of the situation and told him I thought of
retiring. He said it would mean defeat. In evening cons'n with v
Calder who told me of position re Hudson and of his own willingness

togiveupInteriorDep't.Verytiredbutmoreencouragedthisevening
Thursday, Oct. 11 1917.
MurraywastoarriveatnoonbutI.C.R.late.Offeredhimspecialtrain
but he did not arrive until 7.15 when Fielding Immediately saw him.
Went to His Ex and reported at 6 and arranged for swearing in this
evening. It was definitely arranged with Calder that a decision
should be reached and a statement given to the press this evening.
MeighenandReidverynervousastoeffectoffurtherdelayuponour
partyincasecoalitiondoesnotmaterializeHothearingfromCalder
ItelephonedhimrepeatedlyduringtheeveningandIbelievehemade
earnest efforts to expedite matters and to carry out arrangements.
The delay was very wearing as Meighen and Reid became more and more
excited and urged me to break off negotiations. At one A.M..Calder
camewithRowelltomyoffice.Wedecidednoswearinginpossiblethat
evening and I notified His Excellency accordingly. Dictated in
presenceofCalderandRowellstatementforpress.ItoldCalderonly
oneway to settle affairs, and that was for Western men, Rowell and
Meighen to be sworn in. He agreed and in every respect he has been
most reasonable. During day received delegation of Mennonite and
AhmishbishopsatnoonastoMilitaryservice.AlsoheldCounciland
explainedpol.situation.SeveraltelegramsrespectingUnionGov't,
one from W.H.Thorne strongly protesting against Carvell. A long,
interesting and critical day. Very trying and very strenuous.
Friday, Oct. 12, 1917.
CaldercameinforenoonearlyandbroughtCarvellandMurray.Isent
for McLean. We discussed situation at length. Murray wanted time
which was reasonable. Urged him to say that either he or McL. would
come in. Carvell *Bad tlgm from McD. (E.M.) urging Carvell to come
inandsayingthatMurrayshoulddothesame.ToldOaldertoseethat
Rowell arranged with Pardee as to Howell's supposed promise not to
come in without Carvell. Announced changes in Council and passed
necessaryorderstoretireCochrane,Perley,Kemp,&c.Attendedwith
5newMinisterswhoweresworninattwelve-thirty.Councilatthree
and discussed oleomargarine and use of grains for beer. Longhead
broughttipdisputereMilitaryHosp.Com.andMilitiaDepartment.He
wasquite violent.Aftermuch discussion appointedCalder, Reid and
two other Ministers as a Com. to look into question and report. In
eveninggavedinnertonewMinisters(7)atClub.MartinandHudson,
RalphConnor,Doherty,Reid,MeighenandKemp.Verypleasantevening.
Rowell proposed my health. We adjourned early as all very tired.
Saturday, Oct. 13, 1917.

Confce with Hazen early this A.M. Calder having informed me that
Carvell ready to be sworn in. Hazen excited and angry at first, but
all right eventually. Told me Johnston, his Deputy, broke down and
wept at his (Hazen's) proposed departure. Arranged that he shall go
to Washington, salary $15,000. Telegraphed Perley accordingly.
Conferred withCarvellandtoldhimsituation reHazen.Passed0.C.
appointing Ballantyne to Mar.&FisheriesandattendedHisEx.with
Carvell who was sworn in at 12.30 and then introduced to Council.
ConfcewithMurrayinafternoonandfeelconfidentthathewillcome
in.AllMinistersseemgreatlypleasedatwhathasbeenaccomplished.
In Council discussed request from Wpg. for military protection to
elevators.Crothersreportedagainstit.Workedhardatofficeupto
6P.M.clearingupcorrespondence.Adelugeoflettersandtelegrams
of congratulations. Prepared several news items for press and had
confce with 8 of them in afternoon.
Sunday, Oct. 14, 1917
Lovelysoftair,fineOctoberday.Walkedingrounds,counted15roses
andpickedtwo.ToA11SaintswithLaura.HarvestFestival,fairsermon
byMr.MacKay.WalkedhomethroughStrathconaParkwhichlookedvery
beautiful. Calder came in after no on(and discussed advisability of
consideringandannouncingcertainmattersofpolicyofwhichhegave
me a memo in writing. I told him of rumour that Quebec Liberals now
wanted to come in and he had heard the same. Foghorn McDonald came
with A.C.Ross. Some one had tuned up the horn and it smelled and
soundedofwhiskey.DouglasBordenwhowaswoundedatAvionalsocame,
a fine manly looking boy. McCurdy came at six and discussed
arrangementsinN.S.HethinksUnionGov'tagreatcoup,butbelieves
that the Liberals had not a safe seat in Nova Scotia. He strongly
agrees that Murray be brought in.
Monday, Oct. 15, 1917
Late at office, 10 A.M. Dealt with much correspondence. A multitude
oflettersandtelegramsstillpouringin.FineletterfromHazenin
replytomineandadisagreeableletterfromhiswife.Sheisevidently
a woman of a soured disposition. McCurdy came and before him
BallantyneIdiscussedwiththemCahan'sannouncedcandidatureinSt.
Lawrence.CahantoldMcCurdyofhispoliticalambitionsandthhedid
not go to N.S. for fear of standing in McCurdy's way. Burke came In
to suggest Gorneau. From 12.30 to 1.15 Flavelle discussed various
matters,urgingthattherebeaverycapable/Canadianrepresentative
at Washington. I spoke of Hazen. He thought him splendid for our
purpose,asadignifiedandexperiencedrepresentative,butheneeds
anassistant withexperienceandpunch.Allevening8to12meeting
of Cabinet to consider constitution of War Council, personnel and
duties, meeting at Toronto, declaration of policy &c.

Tuesday, Oct. 16, 1917
Spentforenoonathome.EarlyconfcewithDr.ReidastoWarCouncil,
organization, meeting at Toronto, &c. Drafted Orders in Council
creatingWar.Com.No.1andWarCom.No.2.Afterluncheondictated
announcementofpolicy.ReidtoldmeRogerswassecretlyintriguing
with Laurier a year ago to form Union Gov't and supersede me.
U.S.ConsulcalledastopossibleappointmentofU.S.diplomaticAgent
in Ottawa. Godfrey came to discuss situation and representation of
Labour in Cabinet. Had previously discussed Ainey with Crothers and
DohertyandthensentforAineyat3andsuggestedtohimthatheshould
undertakedutiesofParl'ySec'y.Councilineveningandreadthetwo
O.C'Iandannouncementofpolicy.Therewaslittlecriticismbutone
or two useful suggestions. Ballantyne announced his candidature in
St. Lawrence without seeing Cahan. Attended confce in evening with
the two of them and Sen,Foster. No definite result. Ballantyne a
little too much inclined to drive things .
Wednesday, Oct. 17 1917
Early at office and dealt with much correspondence. John
o'Donoghuecameanddiscussedlabourrepresentation.Hestrongly
favours Carey, discussed with Sen. Foster pol. situation in
Quebec.HehasnohighopinionofAiney.TelegraphedforAtholstan
and willison. Revised two 0.C.'s constituting w«r Committees
and announcement of policy and circulated them. Confce with
Oalder, Meighen, Reid & Mewburn at 2 and arranged as to western
Senatorships &c. White and Webster came to me about senatorships
and urged the appointment of the latter, in Council 4 to 6
discussed oleomargarine bill, great majority in favour of 6
monthsentrywithoutduty.Alsoreapedconclusionastograinfor
malt.Satalsoineveningandafterdealingwith routinebusiness
discussed C.N.R. agreement, especially as to immediate
displacement of McKenzie and Mann. Then considered and settled
terms of announcement of policy and of O.C's.
Thursday, Oct. 18, 1917
Early at office. Telephoned Reid as to Flavelle's request to
beheardandastoCarey.TelephonedRowellastopub'nofpolicy.
Willison arrived and I had interesting confce with him. He
thought the policy and committee admirable. Talked about
senatorship.Dohertywantedtoleaveoutwomensuffrageout1told
him that was impossible. H.G. came at 12 and discussed affairs
with him for an hour. Then confces with J.A.McDonald as to his
future activities, with Slater as to Argenteuil, with Carson
astohisservice,withHazenastohisdutiesatWashington,tent
tlgm to Long as to Hazen's status, saying that he could not be

attached to Embassy. Tlgm from Murray that he cannot come in.
Reported to Western colleagues and to Rowall and wired Maclean
tocometoOttawa.InterestingconversationwithRobertson(G.D.)
and invited him to join Gov't which he agreed to do. Sent him
toTorontotohelpReidwithCarey.Interestingconversationwith
LaporteandfoundhimwillingtojoinGov'tifnecessaryProbably
best to make.him P.C. and bring in Liberal.
Friday, Oct. 19.
Carvell arrived today at noon and in afternoon came to council
when we discussed and settled the pension rates. He says that
mattersarenotgoingbadlyinN.B.andhedoesnotapprehendmuch
trouble.IexplainedtoCouncilmyproposalsastorepresentation
of labour. Delegation at 2 from W.G.T.U. Montreal asking for
prohibition, Mrs. J.G. Sanderson and Mrs. R .W.McLachlan
presiding.Explainedtothemprovincialpowers.Policyannounced
to press yesterday seems to be well rec'd. Discussed position
ofRogerswithMeighenwhothinksIshouldtelegraphforhim.Cahan
withdrew last evening from Bt. Lawrence Div. Wrote to him; also
to Shaughnessy on his interview. Telegraphed to Washington that
RossdoesnotrepresentCan.Gov't.ReidreportsfromTorontothat
he and Rowell have locked horns on question of candidates and
arearrivingtomorrowtorefermattertome.DiscussedQuebecwith
Sevigny and told him to sound Garneau.
Saturday, Oct. 20, 1917
Cocfce with Reid as to difficulties between him and Rowell as to
selection of candidates &c and subsequent long confce with
Rowellastoditto.PoundRowellpretty reasonableandnaturally
desirous of bringing with him as large a proportion of Liberal
party as possible. Says Graham and Pardee both coming out strong
for Union Gov't. Told him if difficulties insuperable we must
have a committee of six, each party equally represented. Called
Council at 11,30 and passed 0.C. increasing pension rates.
ArrangedwithReidtogotoTorontotomorrowandendeavourarrange
for nomination of Carey in South Toronto and his acceptance of
Parl'y Sec'y in Dept labour. Took Rowell for golf in afternoon
and Burrell joined us. In evening went to hear J.M.Beck in
Collegiate Institute. A very eloquent and notable address.
Strongest response to his declaration that Germans' people must
be adequately punished.
Sunday, Oct. 21, 1917
Major Belford and Jas. Morris came at 11 with a letter from "Baker"

as to organization. Discussed with them and arranged for Belford to
see Mewburn. Than Murray and Jones from NB. came and set forth the
difficulties in NB. especially as to Kings and Queens. Told them I
would see Carvell and have them meet him. Long tlgm from McCurdys'
astosituationinU.S.WenttolunchwiththeDraytonsatCountryClub.
On return Gov. Grant called and told us of affairs in Hx. Spoke of
Harris as Chief Justice. Reid called up from Toronto and says there
willbemuchdifficultyaboutCareyastheywillsuggestanOrangeman
bythenameofBobbins.Mr.&Mrs.Rowell,Dr.ShearerandMr.Cochrane
called,thelatterastosomementobebroughtbackfromthefront.
Doughty described the exhibit of war trophies in Hz. and amusing
account of encounter between Armitage and Milner.
Monday, Oct. 22, 1917
EarlyatofficeandsentforCarvellanddiscussedsituation inNB.
He is much opposed to Maclean. Then confce with Rowell as to rep'n
in Cabinet, Carey's appointment add other matters relating to
candidates.TelegraphedtoCockshuttandFishertocomeimmediately.
Also to Sen. Robertson. Discussed with Rowell proposed changes in
permanentcommittees.SentforJonesandMurrayanddiscussedLB.and
then at 2 further confce with them and Car-veil which ended very
satisfactorily. Then discussed with Bennett his position and
acceptance of honour. Met delegation from Quebec District, full of
loyalty and confidence. Council at 3 and dealt with routine and
appointed four Senators in West. Conferred with Carvell and Rowell
and discussed B.C. situation. They also spoke of more liberal
representation in Cabinet. Sevigny reported Garneau took time to
consider.ConfcewithMcLeanandarrangedforhisentryintoCabinet
& passed O.C. appointing him and Robertson members of P.C . Further
long confce with him in evening as to LS. conditions &c.
Tuesday, Oct. 23, 1917
Very early at office and telegraphed congratulations to Calder and
other colleagues on last nights meeting in Winnipeg. Asked them to
state date of return. Redrafted O.C.'s for permanent committees of
Cabinet. Conferred with Kemp as to Daly's mission to England.
ConferredwithMacleanandafterwardswithRobertsonastotheirentry
into Government. Attended His Ex. when they were sworn in and
afterwards conferred with His Ex. as to honours list. Council at 3
and dealt with prohibition of export of munitions plant as to which
I had long previous confce with Flavelle. Prepared statements for
press as so Maclean and Robertson and as to permanent Committees.
TelegraphedtoRogerstocometoOttawaConferredwithWhiteastoLeeds
and .tirockville and sent for Taylor and Webster, in evening long
confcewithRowell,ReidCarvellandMewburnastoOnt.situationand
askedGodfreyon telephone to postpone convention for S.Essex. Made
considerableprogress.ConfcewithSiftonwhowantsTurriffappointed
Senator. Told him I would telegraph Calder.

Wednesday, Oct. 24 1917
Verytired,aworryingday.Geo.TaylorStewartandWebstercameto
discussWhite'scandidature.Afterdrearywasteoftimewiththemand
with Reid and White, decided that latter should run in
Brockville-Leeds.SawHaroldDalyandinstructedhimasto,hisleave
inEngland. Heldfirstmeeting of War Com.Discussed app»t of Secy,
disbandingof5thDivisionandsenttlgmtoPerleythereon.Confcefor
two hours with Brewster who wants to come into Govt. Pears Liberals
willfightbitterlyinB.C.AuthorizedtlgmtoMinister ofMinesand
senttlgmto MiningAss'n asto zinc and lead.Several confces with
Rowell as to gen. pol. conditions and especially as to various
ridings in Ont. Discussed conditions in N.S. with A.K.Maclean. Sir
W.McKenziecameandconferredastoCNR.affairs.Toldhimofeffort
toreducemaximum.SenttlgmstoCalderastoB.C.andastoTurriff
andtoMeighenastovariousmatters.Reidextremelyapprehensiveas
torealintentionsofHowellandCarvell.Theyequallysuspiciousof
him. Good news from front. Great French victory.
Thursday, Oct. 25, 1917
Discussed with Rowell,Lloyd Harris and afterwards with Mewburn
situation in Hamilton and Brantford and general situation in Qnt.
astocandidates. ReportfromReid inMtlthattherehadbeenafine
andenthusiasticmeeting. ConferredwithKemp astorunning Liberal
candidates in Toronto. Several confces with White and with licK. as
to Can.Nor. agreement and telegraphed to Caldar thereon. Also
telegraphed him as to honours list. Held Council and disposed of
routineandseveralimportantmatters.Carvell'sspeechatSarnianot
very tactful, and White raised question casually in Council as to
attitude ofnewMinisterstooldGov't.Discussed withSevignyand
L'Esperance entry of y French Canadian Liberal into Cabinet.
L'Esperance suggested Asselin. In evening confce with Rowell and
LloydHarrisastoLiberalrepresentationandastoorganizingLiberal
unionists in Toronto and elsewhere and as to holding Unionist
Conventions.
Friday, Oct. 26 1917
Rogers arrived this A.M. Came to lunch and saw me in evening.
Explained to him Hazen's desire to go to Washington and talked of
generalpol.situation.Hethoughthewouldnotbeacandidate.Doubts
whether Grits will not play us a trick. Looks disappointed and
discouraged. Conferred with Reid as to Brant and general situation
inOut.DraftedlettertoH.Cockshuttbutdidnotsendit.Discussed
M.S.affairswithMacleanand-telegraphedMcCurdy.WrotetoFielding
and Murray my appreciation of their public statements. Rec'd

delegation from Can. Pat.Ass'n \ of an JJ hour as to taxation on
incomes. E.W.Beatty came to discuss cooperative management of
railways, Calgaryand Edmonton compromiseandothermatters.Talked
withRowellastomoreeffectivecontrolofcoldstorageandwentfor
walk with, him In Council dealt with routine and discussed Crothers
proposals as to amending Conciliation Act and Mewburns proposed
circular to representatives before Exemption Tribunals. Put through
O.C. establishing Department of Imm'n and Colon'n

Saturdays Oct. 27, 1917
Considered tlgm from Long as to repres'n at Washington and called
Council to.consider reply which I drafted, setting forth our views
firmly and definitely. All agreed except Foster who thought we were
enteringonroadtoindependence.Leftittohimtotonedownmydraft
and submit to me. Mewburn, Ballantyne and Reid only other members
present. Ballantyne reports that Choquette offered to come in to
Gov't!Discussed Blondin'sreturnandstrongopinionexpressedthat
heshouldremainandtakecourseasofficer.ToldDohertyofmysending
Sevigny and L'Esperance to Bruchesi and Begin. Discussed with Reid
lackofpreparationforoverseasvoteandtelegraphedPerley.Toldhim
of Kemp's proposal that I should go to Toronto to meet Central
Executive.HethinksproposalabsurdandsaysKemphaslosthisnerve
andhisgrip.PlayedgolfwithHazenandbeathim1up.C.E.Readscame
to dinner . At 11.30 Henderson telephoned that there is important
messagerespecting rep'n at Washingtonand HisEx wishes to see me
at 12.30 tomorrow.
Sunday, Oct. 28, 1917
Cold overcast day. Went over press clippings &c during forenoon and
attendedHisEx.atGovtHouseat12.30.Hehandedmefurtherdespatch
from Long and discussed question of representation at Washington.
SpringRicewhoarrivedfromWashingtonthisA.M.cameinafterwards
andIwentfullyintomatterwith him.Heisquiteagreeable&made
usefulsuggestionsastoworkingoutdetails.Saysalmostimpossible
to obtain accom'n either house or office House rent #25,000. Small
house$15,000.LordReadingpays$21,000forhousefor3months.Laura
cameat1.30andwestayedforluncheon.BadnewsfromItalianfront.
Germansclaim60,000prisonersand500guns,inafternooninteresting
confce with J.W.Dafoe who thinks chief danger has been passed but
foresees much difficulty as to selection of candidates. Believes
return of Union Gov't if there is united Action. Gave him draft
address to look over. Afterwards Arthur Hawkes came and discussed
pol. cond'ns need for unity and especially his own aspirins to a
seat in East York.

Monday, Oct. 29, 1917
Two tlgms from Calder as to B.C. conditions and as to Dept of
MinesandFisheries.WiredthereontoMeighen.AfterseeingRowell
at 10.30 conferred with Godfrey, Gould, Hawkes McCullough as to
candidates and constituencies at 11.30 and resumed at 2.15 with
themandwithRowellandReid.Thenlongconfceallafternoonwith
the two latter. Went over all the Ont. constituencies and
classified them according to Con. Lib. Labour and Laurier. Got
nearer agreement than before. Telegraphed H. Cockshutt,
W.P.Cockshutt, G.C.Wilson, Burnfeam and Bradbourne to meat Reid
in Toronto on Wednesday. At 11 discussed Washington
representation with Hazen for half an hour, and from 12 to 1 went
over whole situation as to ditto with Spring Rice and arranged
confuse between him and Hazen. Spring Rice gave me interesting
account of conditions in U.S., their attitude towards war and
their progress. Thinkstheyhavesent200,000menoverseas.Says
Denman deliberately obstructed construction of shipping and
Wilson knew he would do it.
Tuesday, Oct. 30, 1917
Much depression over extensive Italian defeat. Discussed with
HazentheWashingtonquestion.He1stratherappalledatthecost
of living there as outlined by Spring Rice. Thinks of taking
C.J.Ship, bent for O'Connor and afterwards saw Doherty as to
getting out election writs tomorrow. Telegraphed to Calder and
Carvellastodate.WiredCalderastoBtewster'sentrancetelling
him to consult Burrell and Green. Discussed Quebec situation
with , L'Bsperanoe and Sevigny and afterwards Doherty, telling
L'Esperanee to see Mnns. Roy again and then to approach Picard.
TheyreportinterviewwithBruchesiwhoisrepellantandwithRoy
who is sympathetic. Had Dafoe at Luncheon and rec'd his notes on
address to people. Issued appeal to support Victory Loan. Col.
CampbellStuartcametoreportastoNorthcliffe'sreturntoEngland
andas to his tour of Middle West. Conferred with Cockshutt as to
Brant and Brantford. Very obstinate and unreasonable. Several
confces with Reid and Rowell and afterwards with them and other
Ont. Ministers unti1 7.30 on Ont. situation. Made some progress
Very hard, and busy day. Weather wet and cold.
Wednesday, Oct. 31, 1917.
Early at office. Bright frosty morning Sent for O'Connor as to
O.C. for issue of election writs and discussed necessary
preliminaries. Telegraphed Meighen, Reid, Powell, McCurdy and
Maclean as to returning officers. Attended His Ex. and discussed
honourlist JSc.Carvellreturnedandsaysthingsgoingverywell
in N.B. Lt. Gov.Ganong died this morning. Sent messages of

condolence and ordered wreath. Council at 4.30 and disposed of
muchroutine.SignedO.C.forelection,nomination19Nov.polling
17 Dec. writs returnable 27 Feb'y. Attended Gov't House with
Boudreau and explained to His Ex. that schedules not complete.
WhitecameinAfternoonandconferredastoBrockvilieandHalton.
Told him if acclamation offered in Halton, he should take It.
Telegraphed to Perley as to Blondin and as to organization among
troops. Wrote Laurier asking him to name scrutineers. Gave
statement to press as to united effort and voice in selection
of candidates.
Thursday, Nov. 1, 1917
Several confces with Rowell by telephone as to Ont. situation.
Much telegraphing to N.S.,Toronto and Manitoba as to hastening
names of returning officers. Long confce with J.A.McD. as to his
ambitionsandusefulnessandastolabourconditionsinN.S.Sent
for Carvell and told him of Hazen's desire expressed to me this
morning that he should take Chief Justiceship. Asked him as to
Lt.Governorship.He spoke of Pugsley. Tlgm from Perley as to pol.
activity and replied. He is quite fearful of criticism. Col.
J.B.White(Forestry)calledandgaveinterestingaccountofwork
in Francs. Called Council at 4.15 and disposed of considerable
business. Italian defeat very serious - 2nd Nov. Ambassador
reportedthatFitzpatriokwantshimtomeetLaurierandGouinTold
him to accept. Sir Wm. McKenzie discussed at 2 interviews
agreement with C.N.R. and taking over additional lines.
Friday, Nov. 2, 1917
At office early. Disposed of correspondence Sent for Reid and
discussed with him his mission to Toronto and various
difficulties which arose. Also with him and Meighen
situation in B.C. and Turriff's desire for senatorship.
Sen. Robertson reported as to convention at North Bay and I
discussed with him labour situation as outlined by J A.Mod, whom
I also saw and sent to confer with Reid and after wards put in
touchwithRobertson.DiscussedP.E.I,situationwithMcPhailand
telegraphedforNicholson.Lt.Gov.Aikinscalled.Councilat2.15
passed 0.C. authorizing instructions for Military voters and
discussed shipbuilding. Much telegraphing as to political
conditions in various parts of the country and in the evening
long confce with "Baker" and Reid as to organization. Spoke
frankly to Bakeras to Rogers and told him precise situation as
to his financial transactions.
Saturday, Nov. 3., 1917

Dealt with correspondence. Hazen called to explain pol.
situation in H B. as disclosed in letter from Thorne, and as to
hisapp'tasChiefJustice.SentforCarvellanddiscussed this
with him.HesaysPugsleywillacceptLt.Governorship.Delighted
withmeetingatHamiltonandsaysMewburndidexceptionallywall.
TelegraphedtoMcCurdyastoE.M.McD.'s appointmenttoBench.
Heard delegation as to Y.M.C.A educational training of men of
C.E.F. in England during demobilization and told them I
approvedof their proposals. Long confce with J.A.McD. and sent
him home with assurance that I would appoint him a member of Sub
Com. of Reconstruction and Dev't Com. Discussed with Reid
arrangements with Baker. Went to Mackintosh-Cavendish wedding,
very pretty, a tremendous crowd. Worked at papers and especially
at address during evening and long confce with Carvell 10.30 to
11.30asto same andasto C.N.R, prohibition, honours, general
political situation &c.
Sunday, Nov. 4, 1917
A day of excursions and alarums. Many tlgms as to Nova Scotia,
B.C. and Ontario. Went to service at which tablet to H.E.H.
Duchess of Connaught was unveiled. A very impressive ceremony.
Thentoluncheon at Gov't House,the Hendries,LeBlancs, Hearst
and Merediths, Spring Rice came in afternoon and told me meeting
withGouinandLaurierdidnotcomeoff.DonaldBordenSmithcame
with Elizabeth and her husband, a fine looking boy of 21. Talked
with him of the Borden family and showed him record of Ancestors
at Headcorn. Baker came and discussed organization and told
me of his conversation with Rogers who is in a "nasty" mood.
SentforMeighenineveningwhotoldmegeneraltrendofLaurier's
manifestowhichisoutthisP.M.Discussedorganization.Revised
my address to electors.
Monday, Nov. 5. 1917
Very early at office. Sent for O'Connor and after confce with
him told McGregor and Grant that Returning Officers could not
be changed. Rowell called up as to Peel and I sent for Charters.
Told Hazen I wd expedite N.B. appts. Attended His Ex. and
discussed honours, Washington rep'n &c* Sent despatch to Long
astolatter, explainingthatwewouldletitbeinabeyanceuntil
Jany. Sent tlgm to Burrell as to B.C. Senatorship and informed
Calder. In Council disposed of much routine, appt'd Pugsley
Lieut. Gov. N.B. and Hazen C.J. Taylor and Stewart arrived and
gave Taylor letter as to White's candidature. They were greatly
opposed to his retirement and said Webster might be defeated.
Discussed twice with Meighen proposed report of Henderson and
suggestedcertainconsiderations. Ineveninglongconfuseuntil
11.30 with Rowell, Mew-burn Lloyd Harris and Reid going over

Ontario difficulties, especially Hamilton and Brant.
Tuesday, Nov. 6, 1917
HazenCameandItoldhimofapp'tofhimselfandPugsley.Wroteletters
of congrat'n to each. Telegraphed McCurdy and Maclean as to Hx.
Convention. Spoke to Rogers at Club as to Washington rep'n. Told by
'Baker'thatR.verydisappointedthat'Baker'istoundertakeduties.
WarCommittee met at 12 and dealt with 5th Div.. new machine guns,
publicity and other matters. Discussed with Mewburn position for
H.F.McLeodandagreedthatheispracticallyuseless.J.S.O'Briencame
to beg for position. Sir J. Flavelle and Crocker, pres of U.S.Steel
Co. came to discuss remission of duty on plant for steel plates and
structural steel. Met Military Serv. Council at 2.30 and discussed
proceedings against men neglecting to report under Act. Afterwards
discussed Ontario situation with Reid,Rowell 4 Pardee. Wollatt and
threeothersfromEssexcameastosituationinthatriding.Inevening
councilat8.30. Discussedprohibition andotherimportantmatters.
Wednesday, Nov. 7, 1917
Calder arrived this morning. Says that under present conditions
Lauriercannotcarrymorethan12yseatsinWest.DiscussedB.C.with
him. Says condition there is very confused. Sent for O'Connor and
spent much time in arranging matters under Military Voters Act.
Decided app't Sims, Thompson and Orde. Wrote Laurier as to Special
Returning Officers. Discussed with Robertson work of Labour
Sub-Committeeanditspersonnel.WhitenominatedinLeeds-Brockville
today. Confce with Lougheed as to system of letting contracts and
discussedinCouncilduringevening.SentBlounttoMontrealtoconfer
with"Maud"asto"William".Calderreported that Federal Press Bureau
instateofdisorganization.Instructedhimtoproceedwithprinting.
Arranged for Calder and Reid to open up Union Offices Gen. H.Q. at
Ottawa.Councilat8anddisposedofroutine.Discussedoperationof
Mil.Serv.Act,app'tofscrutineers&c.Appointedcommitteeforthat
purpose. Discussed prohibition and practically decided prohibit
manufacture.
Thursday, Nov . 8, 1917
Discussed with McKenzie maximum and after wards went over his claim
first with Calder and afterwards with White. They agreed M. & M's
assetsshouldbetakenover.7TelephonedReidastoTorontosituation
andgenerallyOnt.HethinksRowellismakinghimselfveryunpopular.
Crerar came to urge notice to Tribunals as to need of agricultural
labour and increased production. Discussed it in Military Service
Council and then prepared notice for cons'n of Cabinet who rejected

it.Blountreportedthat"William"willbeallright.TelegraphedHx.
that I arrive Monday evening. Rowell wants Pardee in Gov't with
portfolio.ThinksB.C.wouldbepleasedifDept.MinesandFisheries
werecreated.GivePardeeSec'yofState.Councilfrom3.30to11P.M.
Discussed and practically decided C.N.B. agreement. Discussed
prohibition and finally decided to postpone action,either to next
session or to week Immediately before election. Reconstruction and
Devel.Com.metandorganized.DecidedtoappointCom.onLabourand
Immigration.
Friday, Nov. 9, 1917
Very long and tiresome day. Discussed C.N.R. question with Calder
and Reid and repeatedly with Mackenzie. Arrived at conclusion as to
understanding respecting acquisition of outstanding assets, coal
docks, Duluth stock, town sites &c. Held long confce 10 to 1 with
Calder, Held and Meighen (and afterwards with Rowell present) as to
B.C.sit'nastoGrahamandPardeeandgenerallyastoOntariosit'n.
Decided Pardee might come in about 10 days from now but must first
makehispositionclear.Wenttohomeinafternoonanddictateddraft
ofHxspeechtotwosecretaries. Inevening revised it and then from
10to11.30wentoverOnt,situationwithRowellReid andCalder and
settled greater part of it. Told McKenzie we could not increase
maximumbeyond10vmillions.HeldCouncilanddecidedonthatfigure.
Called in Calder, Reid and Meighen and arranged that we should give
McKenzie written undertaking as to carrying out arrangement.
Saturday, Nov. 10, 1917
Completed revision of Hx. speech. Confce with. McKenzie as to
assuranceretakingoverassets,whenhesubmittednewdraftofproposed
letter which I asked Reid, Calder and Meighen to consider and they
allapproved.WenttoHisEx.at11.30andremaineduntil1discussing
honour list. Asked to make it smaller, or better defer it so far as
B.E.Order is concerned. Proposed to send tlgms to Bonar Law anddid
after the matter had been briefly discussed in Council. Crerar was
movedtogreatmirthwhenItoldhimhowseriouslysuchmatterswere
regardedbythosearoundHisSx.DiscussedatgreatlengthinCouncil
policyrespectingmyregulationofpackinghouseprofitsanddecided
on announcement. Alarums and excursions as to candidatures in Ont.
Warburton arrived and I told him frankly of our policy as to
prohibition of which he approved. Dined with the Chas. Reids.
Sunday, Nov. 11, 1917
Leftat8.30andonarrivalinMontrealwentto'Baker's'anddiscussed
situation with him as to Bourassas support of Laurier, as to

candidaturesinQuebecaddastoShaughnessy'sattitude.Wenttosee
latter at 2.45. He rec'd me very cordially and after complaining of
attacks on him in press referred to his support of Cons. party and
especially in 1911, spoke contemptuously and bitterly of 'Baker'.
Seemsdesirous of supporting Govt. Left Montreal at 4.10 with Lynch
StauntonwithwhomIdiscussedmymanifestoandmyHx.speech.Hemade
a useful suggestion as to latter. Discussed with him control of
packinghousesandourproposedpolicy.WrotetoStarrastoLiberal
representationinTorontoandtoHarryCockshuttastowithdrawalin
Brant. Very tired as I have lost much sleep during the week.
Monday, Nov. 12, 1917
Dictated to Yates re various matters requiring attention and
dictated draft of speech at Sydney. Arrived Moncton at 9.45. Met by
Priceandothers.Hayes,Gen.Manager,Brown,Ass'tandBrown,Chief
Engineer,camewithustoSackville.SayratesonI.C.B.donotpay.
RhodesjoinedusjustoutofMonctonandsayshewillhaveaveryhard
fight.Thinkshemaybebeaten.McCurgycameatW.Junctionandtold
methatMurrayandMacleanseemtohavenocontrol,formerverytimid.
MetatStationbyMacleanandat4.15wenttoMurraysoffice.He,MacL.
MgC.andIthoroughlydiscussedsituationbutwithoutmuchprogress.
Macleanunableto makeuphis mind and Murray very timid. Dined with
McC Mrs. McC. very amusing in relating her success at "snooping",
i.e.gettingintelligence. LongconfcewithMacLMcC. and McLeod. I
urged MacL. to run in Queens Shelburne but he hesitated after
definitely agreeing.
Tuesday, Nov. 13, 1917
AllmorningconferringwithMacleanwhoisquiteincapableofmaking
uphismindinfaceofdifficultieswithwhichheissurrounded,when
hedoesmakeitup hesoonchangesit.Urgedhimstronglytoarrange
with Fielding re Queens-Shelburne. Discussed Pictou with Alex
McGrefcor who is sadly outraged because he did not appoint all the
enumerators.Duringdayendlessconferenceswithmanyfriendsonthe
difficultphasesofthesituation.At8wenttoconventionafterconfce
withBlighetalastoLiberalrefusaltoreceiveCommittee.Addressed
themonthependingsituationandsucceededininducingthemtoadjourn
Conventionuntilnexteveningat6.30.Afterthiswasdoneaverycurt
letter arrived from Liberals. Then to Herald office and received
report of Conventions' for Queens-Shelburne which was very
disappointing.
Wednesday, Nov. 14, 1917
During forenoon the Literal representatives Redden, Bauld and

Wakeleycalledtodiscuss possibleagreement.ToldthemIwould
accept Dr. Blackadar with Campbell whom I had previously
consulted. They went away promising to let me know and later on
in the evening they called and said that a full meeting of their
Ex. had decided nothing could be done. Letter from Carvell as to
CarletonandwrotetoPres.ofAss'n fromwhomIreceivedfierce
reply. All day engaged in discussions with J.H.Macleod, McKay
of Pictou, delegates from Queens-Shelburne. They insisted on
opposingFieldingbutputcasetothemverystronglyfrommidnight
to 1 A.M. and toldthein, there must be no opposition. Saw Murray
duringafternoonanddiscussedgeneralarrangementsinProvince,
8Cons,and8Liberals.Meetinginevening.Marketbuilding,5000.
Wastoldthatmyspeechwaseffective.Macleaninstateofcollapse
allafternoonbutspokewellinevening.LynchStauntonmadesome
foolish remarks, but a fair speech on the whole.
Thursdsay , Nov. 15, 1917
Wentat9.45 toDeepWaterandaddressedmenjustreturned.Then
met delegates from Bd. Trade as to matters affecting Port. Then
met Murray and Fielding when whole situation was discussed. Told
them of my attitude re Queens-Shelburne. Bauld came to suggest
possible compromise in Hx. Then went to inspect Hx. Ocean
Terminals and admired bridges across right of way. Lunched with
Crosby,calledonArchbishopanddiscussed Annapolis-Digbywith
H.B.Short. Arranged with Rhodes for meeting at later date and
received delegates from P.I.I. Fine editorial in Chronicle as to
my attitude yesterday. At 5 went to Gov't House, at 5.30 called
on Lady Graham and at 6 on Mrs. Maclean, Final cons'n with
Macleod, McCurdy and Tanner and left for Sydney at 8. 30.
Friday, Nov. 16, 1917
Arrived Sydney at 9 and en route Dr. Thompson and another from
H.C.Breton and Victoria spoke to me about Cantley. I declined to
interfere. D.H.McDougall and others went with us to Steel forks
which have grown by 50% since my last visit. Very interesting
tour of inspection. Met a Scotchman (McDonald (?)) who fought
in the South African war as well as in this war. Four of his sons
and two sons-in-law have been killed at the Front. Stayed on car
during afternoon. Very rainy. Several tlgms from Reid as to need
formeinOnt.ToldhimCochraneandRowellcouldspeakinToronto
on Wednesday. Conventions here failed to agree on candidates and
a party fight will ensue. J.A.Gillies called very angry that he
has not been appointed to Senate. Regards County Court Judgeship
asaninsult.TlgmfromWilsonSouthamthatCitizen willsupport
Gov't. Great meeting in evening. Amusing interruption of Lynch
Stauntoninan eloquentpassage respecting the necessary service
ofdemocracy,butapplyingtheinjunction"RenderuntoCaesarthe
thingsthatareCaesar'sanduntoGodthethingsthatareGod's".

He was urging that each democracy must render to its country the
servicethatisdue.Butwhenhewasquoting,"RenderuntoCaesar
the things that are Caesar's", a strong Conservative who had
imbibed too much whiskey endeavoured to assist him by roaring
out in a raucous voice, "And unto Borden the things that are
Borden's."
Saturday, Nov. 17, 1917
Did not wake until we had passed Truro. Then arrived Kentville
10.30 and discussed situation with friends. Discussed N.B.
situationwithCarvellovertelephone.LearnedthatJudgeChipman
died this week. Webster called to see me. Was unanimously
nominated by Convention and addressed public meeting afterwards
for40mins.Leftat3.40forOttawa.SpoketoJuliaovertelephone
andexplainedinabilitytoremainoverSunday.LearnedthatRobert
Clarence Borden was killed on 30th October. I deeply regret the
poor boy's death, only 20. At Truro McCurdy met us and I gave him
letters asking Queens-Shelburne Conservatives not to oppose
Fielding.AtMonctontelephonecallfromBaxterandtelegramfrom
Carvell re Royal constituency. Sent code message to Gen. McLean
as to joint retirement of himself and Baxter. Carvell says Cons,
of Carleton will not oppose him.
Sunday, Nov. 18, 1917
Rose late; Arrived Montreal at 1.50 less than 23 hours from
Kentville.MetbyG.G. FosterwhoreportedonQuebecconditions.
SaysGritshaveplentyofmoneyandhaveboughtupLaPresse.Rowell
and Blount met me at Ottawa
and I discussed with former general condition and what
has transpired since my absence. He gave me list of
candidatestoberecognizedandurgedpublicationofTruaz,Charlton
andHarold.GalledupReidontelephone.Hestronglyobjected.Called
up Workman in N.Y. and Spoke to him about D. H. McDougall's
candidature.TookupcorrespondencewithBlountandafterwardsoonfce
with Mikel as to recognizing Thompson in place of Northrup.
Monday, Nov. 19, 1917
At office earlyand dealtwith correspondence. Then interview with
RowellastomeetingsinOntarioandastorecognitionofcandidates.
Took up with him and with Bain, Blacklock, Smellie and Greene,
headquartersorganizationandpublicity.BainsaysReidCrazy.Reid
says Bain useless and impracticable. Drafted notice for press and
tlgm to Ministers. Conferred with Brien as to Essex and with Currie
and Webster of Montreal as to organization. After lunch discussed

letter from Maritime Munitions Ass'n as to shells and sent tlgm to
Seoy.TlgmfromMcCurdyandfromMcLeanthat.Seeleyhasbeennominated
in Kings and that Fielding elected by acclamation. Long tlgms from
ThorneandMcLeanastoRoyal.RedraftedmessagetomenatFrontand
cabledittoMaclnnes.IneveninglongconfcewithReidastosituation
inOntario.HesaysLaurieriteshavelarge,funds andare putting up
bigfight.ReturnsthiseveningwhewFrenchLiberalsand7Unionists
elected by acclamation, the latter all Liberals. General Maude died
yesterday in Mesopotamia.
Tuesday, Nov. 20, 1917
Very heavy day. Confce early with Mewburn as to Hamilton situation
whichisverydifficult.W.F.McLeansametwiceastorecognitionand
W.B.Northrupalso.CalledinBainandBlacklockandsentforEganand
discussed publicity and made satisfactory arrangements. A flood of
letters and telegrams as to unfair action of tribunals. Discussed
this at meeting of Mil. Serv. Council and decided to speak on it
at Toronto. Afterwards determined to make statement tonight and
dictated it to Blount in evening, going over it afterwards with
MewburnandMoss.AddressedM.S.Councilasto exemptions.Geo.Ham
reportedconditionsinwestvery,satisfactory.Bakerdoingpoorly
in Montreal. Reid went there this afternoon. No one on deck here but
Mewburn and myself.
Wednesday, Nov. 21, 1917
ArrivedTorontoandveryactivelyengagedalldayinconferenceswith
Reid, Rowell,Foster, Cochrane andothers.LongconfcewithChairmen
of War Ass'ns at Albany Club. Much consideration of packing house
question and of difficulties in administration of Military Service
Act. Gaveinterview respecting statement of Judges Winchester as to
calling out Second Class. Discussed at great length recognition of
certain candidates and heard claims of Clarke, Plewes and others.
Eventually in evening gave out statement as to nearly all Ontario
ridings.WenttolunchatlarkClubwithKempandafterwardsmetSir
John Eaton and several American officers. In evening immense
enthusiasticmeetinginMasseyHall.RowellandSirR.Falconermade
excellentspeeches.Myownwellreceived.Aftermeetingmoreconfces
astorecognitionandwenttobedverytired.Cochraneveryangryat
W.F.McLean's recognition.
Thursdpy, Nov. 22, 1917
During forenoon confce with J. Allen Baker as to recognition of
McLean. A very capable and reasonable man desirous of assisting.
PlewesaccompaniedustoLondon;moreenergythanjudgment.Rec'dby

HumeCronyn,Dr.RoomeandotherfriendsinLondon.Greatmeetingin
eveningatwhichIspokelast.OtherspeakersCronyn,Ballantyneand
Mrs. Crerar. A very earnest and enthusiastic meeting. General
impression that Cronyn will be elected by large majority. Supper at
Cronyns after meeting. MrB. Cronyn a cousin of Mrs. J.D.Reid. After
supper confce with delegation from S. Bruce as to McFab's claim for
recognition against Truax. Very strong feeling everywhere against
Flavelle and urgent request that he retire from Chairmanship of
MunitionsBoard.Verytired,butonwholesatisfiedwithday'swork.
Friday, Nov. 23, 1917
LeftLondonat12.30forSt.Mary's.Cancelledapp'tformeeting at
Parismadewithoutmyknowledge.Laurierhasrecognizedopponentsof
Pardee, Rowell, Carvell &c. Meetings in Quebec broken up by French
agititors.ArrivedatSt.Marysinafternoonandheldsplendidmeeting
at2.30presidedoverbyProf.Dale.Rowel1,SteeleandIspoken.Then
to Stratford where we held a great meeting in evening, about 4000.
Some interruption expected but none materialized. Both Morphy and
Steele are confident of winning, especially by reason of women
vote.AftermeetingconfceswithChambers,M.P.P.andwithClarkeand
afterwardswithRowellastoN.Wellington.Rowellmakinginquiriesas
to Kent. Difficulty reported as to sentiment of farmers re
conscription. They want to retain their sons, increase their
production and get good prices
Saturday, Nov. 24, 1917
LeftearlyforDundas,breakfastoncar.InpassingthroughBrantford
metW.F.Cockshutt,Sen.FisherandHarryCookshutt.Meetingmuchmore
agreeablethanIexpected.ArrivedatDundasandrec'dbyMr.&Mrs.
G. Gordon Wilson, who says he will have 1000 majority. Fine meeting
addressedbyWilson,Gen.Mewburnandmyself.Chairman(Liberal)very
adroitandclever.ThentoKitchener.Arrivedat7,dinedwithWeichel,
went to Arena, tremendous crowd, 6000 or 7000. Organized band
interruptedmeetingandpreventedourspeaking.FirstChairman,then
Mowat & then I made the attempt. Crowds rushed around galleries y
withincredibledin,tinwhistles,hoots,cheersforLaurierand for
Euler, prevented any speech. There was a proposal to call for 100
volunteersandclearthegalleriesbuttherewouldhavebeenariot.
Some men with revolvers were arrested. Weichel says that the
disturbance means his election.
Sunday, Nov 25, 1917.
LeftKitchenerat8112andarrivedTorontoat12.30.MetbyStarrwho
discussedS.Toronto.Constantconfcesallforenoon.Blountreported

as to Montreal. Ames meetings stopped by force and he has cancelled
them. Reidand Cochrane duringforenoondiscussed operation of Mil.
Service Act; also Moss at 1.30. Several confces with Blacklock and
Bain and went over their pamphlet as to Quebec. Rowell thought it
might be toned down with advantage. Long confce in forenoon with
"Baker" and in afternoon with him and MacNichol; satisfactory. Sent
forMewburnandconfcewithhim,White,Rowell,CochraneandReid8.30
to 11.30. Prepared despatch for overseas as to families serving by
voluntary enlistment. Discussed direct appeals from Quebec
tribunals.GreatfearthatFlavelle'sretentioninofficewillinjure
gov't.Guthriesaysheisnothurtingusamongfarmers.Whitethinks
we should make strong campaign against Quebec. Called at Rowells in
afternoon and met Sir R. Falconer.
Monday, Nov. 26, 1917.
Arose early. Confce with McKenzie asto app't3rdArb'r.Discussed
Marwick with White, Cochrane and Rowell and afterwards with Graham
A. Bell who strongly favours him. White and Rowell agreed that we
shouldattackInpressandonpublicplatformtheattitudeofQuebec.
Went to Station at 12 to meet Roosevelt and welcomed him. Left for
Uxbridge and arrived there for afternoon meeting. F.L. Fowke made
capital speech as well as Gould, Chairman. Both j of them strong
Liberals.FowkespokeoutverystronglyastoLaurier'salliancewith
Bourassa. Then left for Oshawa where we were rec'd by enthusiastic
delegations and addressed
two meetings both of which were large earnest and enthusiastic*
Reports that farmers are strongly against conscription but are
becomingmorereasonable.LeftineveningforTorontowherewearrived
early in morning of
Tuesday, Nov. 27, 1917
MacKenziecameontrainandurged appointment of Marwick before I
was up. Told him I would telegraph to colleagues which I did.
Arrived at Glencoe in time for afternoon meeting. Joseph Oliver
who joined me at Toronto made excellent speech. George Elliott
seemsconfidentofsuccess.ThentoWindsorwherefirstIattended
luncheon of Victory Loan Com. under chairmanship of Mc Gregor.
Reid from Detroit conducted proceedings which were very
enthusiastic. '1'hen to meeting of 8000 in Armouries one of the
most earnest, responsive meetings I ever saw, a wonderful
gathering.Ourfriendsthinkgoodprospectsofbothridings.After
large meeting addressed a smaller but very earnest and
enthusiasticgathering.ThentosupperatE.G.Hendersonsandthen
to car, leaving for Simcoe at 2.30 A.M. very tired.
Wednesday, Nov. 28, 1917

Had opportunity of a walk at Woodstock and arrived Simcoe in
time for luncheon with lanes and then to large meeting in
Armouries, which was addressed by Oliver, Charlton, Rowell and
myself. A very satisfactory meeting. Left after meeting for
Dunnvillewherewearrivedat7.WroteClarkeofN.Wellingtonthat
he should withdraw. Plewes continually chasing us in train as to
Kent. Meeting at Dunnville very well organized. Lalor says
sentiment of farmers improving. Combined choirs of churches
renderedgoodmusicandpatriotic songs-veryeffectivemeeting,
very large and enthusiastic. After meeting discussed situation
withRowellwhospeakstomorrowwithPoster.Agreedthatweshould
use music more at our meetings. Much indignation that council of
Kitchener refused to express regret as to meeting.
Thursday, Nov. 29, 1917
Sleptincarlastnightand left at8.25 for Milton via Toronto.
Car broke down. Made hasty luncheon and left at 11.15 for Milton
where we addressed two meetings Robert McKay who accompanied me
made very strong speeches, attacking Laurier's alliance with
Bourassa. John Ewart out in press with attack on me. Reached
Toronto at 6,15,changed got hasty meal and left with John A.
PattersonforNewmarketinNicholls'motor.Greatmeetingthere,
4000,addressedbyPearson,Chairman,Urquhart,Parker,Patterson
and myself. Report here as at Milton that Farmers' sentiment is
better. After meeting supper at hotel and reached hotel at 1.45
very tired. News that Lady MacKenzie died today. Sifton arrived
in Toronto this morning.
Friday, Nov. 30, 1917
Up at 8 and confces with Cochrane, Suleiman Rowell and Sifton.
Latter thinks position in Ontario very dangerous and that there
is no effective headquarters organization. Consulted Rowell and
asked Sifton to take charge. He agreed to do so. Tlgms from
colleagues agreeing to accept Marwick as third arbitrator. Left
at 12.30 for Millbrook accompanied by Rowell and Mrs. Pluumtree
and addressed two meetings both very earnest and enthusiastic.
Then to Peterborough and found Burnham, an eccentric and crazy
as ever. Insults every one in sight. Started for Armouries with
Rowell, Gen. Hughes spoke at meeting. 5000 people very earnest
and enthusiastic. Then confce on car as to E. Hastings. Wrote
W.P.Cockshutt as to situation in Brant & Brantford.
Saturday, Dec.l, 1917
Arrived Ottawa at 8.10 and went to house and then immediately

to office where I dealt with correspondence. Sir W. McK. came as
to appointment of Marwick and then Reid. Left at 10.50 for
Arnprior. Yates and valet missed train. Fine meeting at 12.20 at
Arnprior and then proceeded to Renfrew where Rowell and I
addressed a great audience of more than 3000. Col. Martin with
usatbothmeetingsandconfidentofwinningalthoughitisahard
fight. Then to Pembroke where we were met by Col. Maokie, Gerald
White,WilliamsandDunlop.WeaddressedtwomeetingsoneinOpera
House and one in town Hall,both crowded. Presented testimonial
to returned soldier fm. Wiencke, of German descent.Then started
for Ottawa at 1.10. This makes 19 meetings in one week but not
greatly fatigued.
Sunday Dec. 2, 1917
Reached Ottawa early and left car at 6.50 White came at 8.30 to
discussC.N.R.Meredith wants Clarkson, MarwickauditorofBk. Com.
Told White conditions in Ont. very bad. Then held Council at 10 and
discussedorganization.Reid,Foster,Doherty,Howell,Cochraneand
Ballantyne present. Decided not to proceed with prohibition at
present. Foster objected to Sifton taking part in organization in
Toronto.ToldhimGov'twouldbedefeatedunlessactivestepstaken.
Passed O.C authorizing Mewburn to discharge men essential for
agriculture.Arrangedastoapp'tofofficerstocooperateandassist
Mewburn. DiscussedOnt. situation with Sifton. Deft for St.John at
2.45with Ballantyneand Doherty,whodescribedSherbrookemeeting.
At Montreal conferred with Geo. E. Drummond as to candidature of
H.Cockshutt.
Monday, Dec. 3, 1917
Arrived St. John at 2.45 after a very comfortable journey.
DelegationfromWestmorelandjoinedusonthejourney.MetatSt.John
by Thorne and others. At 4 visited Ladies Headquarters and Carvell
andIaddressedgatheringof2000women.Veryearnestandenthusiastic
meeting.ThentogatheringofProv'lUnionAss'nanddiscoveredthat
theyknewlittleofwhatGov'thaddone.ThentoThorne'stodinner.
Afterwards Carvell and I addressed two meetings, one at Imperial
Theatre and one at Opera House, both crowded to utmost capacity.
SituationinSt.Johnseems good.Elkin theLiberalcandidate seems
averycapablemanandaveryfinecharacter.AftermeetingGen.McLean
setforthhistroublesastoassistance.TelegraphedBlount.Barbell's
opponent has retired and he is elected by acclamation.
Tuesday, Dec. 4, 1917
Left St. John 6.30 for St. Andrews. Dr. McAlister and J. Fraser
Gregory accompanied us. During journey Vinoent McQuaid, his father

andmotherandSerg.Slatercameintocaronmyinvitation.7.McQ.
a fine boy just invalided back from front. He had a great reception
at St. Andrews. Fine meeting there. McAlister made a capital speech
towindupmeeting,withveryappropriatestoryofhorsesoldtotrot
in 2.10 which trotted in 3.10."Vait a minute." Then to St. Stephen
accompaniedbyGanong.Mettherebyreturnedsoldiersandband.Four
more came in on train at end of meeting. A great meeting. McAlister
again in excellent form. Reports are that Hart will win. Tlgm from
MurrayandJonesastoprovidingassistanceinRoyal.Remainedincar
for night and to pull out for St. John early in morning.
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 1917.
Left.St.StephenearlyandarrivedatSackvilleat3.20.MetbyDr.
Borden and Josiah Wood and others. Students' guard of honour.
Addressed them in Fawcett Memorial Hall. Then to Amherst. Met by
Rhodes and executive. Addressed two meetings one in Armouries, the
other in Opera House, both very earnest attentive and
responsive.Rhodessayschancesgreatlyimproved.Womenandoverseas
men very strong. Carvell at both meetings. Says Liberals in Nova /
Scotianotdoingtheirpart;isnotverysanguineastomorethanan
evenbreak.Reports fromZingsconflicting butthinksitall right.
Strange tlgm from White as to speaking in Woodstock. Tanner sent
correspondence with Fielding as totakingpartinelection.Latter
timid and partisan and Murray the same.
Thursday, Dec. 6, 1917
ArrivedatTormentineearlythismorning.Inspectedterminalsand
left for Pt. Borden at 9. Sup't accompanied us. Car ferry very fine
boat.AtPt.Bordenreception inhallandpresentationofaddressby
Premier Aresnault. Father John Mclntyre and another priestwere
very much in evidence. Stopped at Kensington for 5 mins and Carvell
andIspokefromendofcar.Heardrumoursofterrible explosion at
Hx; later confirmed; a steamer loaded with munitions took fire as
resultofcollision.Morethanhalfofcitywrecked,manyfires,scores
ofliveslost.TwomeetingsatSummersidebothvervlargeandresponsible
although very little advertisement. Lefurgey inclined to speak too
long. Then to Charlottetown. Great reception, tremendous crowd at
Station.DinedwithJas,Patonandthentwomeetings,,bothVerylarge,
the first disturbed by two enthusiastic drunken friends, the other
wonderfully fine. Then to Paton's house for supper and then on
Arranmoreatmidnight.,utterlytired.HadCaptain'scabinbutcould
not sleep.
Friday, Dec. 7, 1917
Arrived Pictou at 4.30 with nursea and doctors on board. Rose at

7.30. News of Hx. disaster still trickling in and quite appalling.
DiscussedwithCarvellanddecidedtocancelmymeetingsatAntigonish
andPictouandproceedimmediatelytoHx.McGregor,Sutherland,McKay
and others arrived and decided Carvell should speakPictou and H.G.
Pierceblizzardraging.ArrivedHxabout4.AtOceanTerminalsMclean
of Cook Cons'n Co met me and put mein motor. Went to City Hall and
met Ex. Con. Mcllreith, Geo. Campbell, R.B.Caldwell and others.
Disasterevenworse thanreported.TlgmfromShaughnessywhichIread
tothem.Peoplehousedinsomesort.Manyfamilieskilledandburned
leaving only a husband or son. Dined with Gov. and in evening
attendedFinanceCom.Theirideasverycuriousinsomerespects.Gov.
&MacgillivraythinkGov'toughtto dothewholething.Discussedwith
McLean aid by Gov't andtelegraphed Reid to pass O.C. for $500,000.
Cancelledmeetings KentvilleandBerwicktomorrow.J.R.Macleodsays
news from , Kings not good. Fielding acting very badly.
Saturday, Dec. 8, 1917
Roseearly.J.R.Macleodcametobreakfastat8.30.Discussedpol.
situation. He thinks Kings not in good shape. At 9.30 met the
delegationfromMass.Hon.A.G.RatssskyyMr.Moors,MajorGeddings,
Capt.Loringandothers.TookthemtoCity Hallwheretherewasmuch
confusion and introduced them. Then after some delay drove through
devastatedarea,asceneofunparalleledhorror.Aboutonesquaremile
wiped out. Death toll about 1500 by estimate. Then to Club and had
Americans at luncheon. Then to confuse with Tanner and McLeod and
decided to go to Kentville Monday morning. Then to organization
meetinginCityClubwhereIspoke.MetHalandfoundhimuninjured.
Discusses with Mclean postponement of Hx. election. W.B.Ross says
Kings not
ingoodshape.IneveningwenttoAdm.ChambersCom.atBd.ofTrade
to discuss port facilities. Many tlgms as to relief. Boy who drove
my motor is one of two survivors of a family of eleven.
Sunday, Dec. 9, 1917
Went at 10 to McCurdy's office and discussed pol. situation with
him.McLean cameat 12and we debated postponement ofHx.election,
McLeanhesitantand inclinedtopostponedecision.Wenttolunchat
Gov't House, Chambers (Adm),RathcheskyandMoorsthere.Afterlunch
toMass.Hosp.atBellevue,organizedyesterdayinafewhours.Many
distressingcases,onelittletotwithabandagedfacekissedherhand
to me. Then to meet McLean and McCurdy .and afterwards to Com. on
Harbour accommodation with rfce to provision of machine shops.
Afterwards to Cogswell Mil. Hosp. and.CampHillHospfornearlytwo
hours.Verysadexperiencebutthewomanandchildrenofindomitable
spirit. Afterwards at car met representative Boston Globe and Roy
Atkinson of Boston Herald and gave them interview. Busby and R.
MclatchyofCustomscametoreport.BubbygivesReggieagoodreport
for keeping his head and his nerve

Monday, Dec. 10, 1917
Left Hx. at 7.15 with J.R.McL. Sent tlgm to White as to
A.C.Johnston.ArrivedKentville10.45.JuliajoiningusatGrandPre.
SenttlgmtoMewburnastoDouglasBorden.CalkinreportsthatRoscoe
isspeakingoftenandworkinghardagainstmyelection andWickwire
tosomeextent.OylercametomeetmestatingthatChaseisill.Mcleod
reports after conversation with friends that organization is
gradually getting intoshape, Meeting in Nicklet Hallat 2 P.M. and
Ispokeforanhourandahalf.VeryheavystormandcancelledBerwick
meeting. Decided to speak in Wolfville tomorrow at 2 P.M. Met Dr.
DeWolfe on train this A.M.;
speaks at Digby tonight, a very capable speaker, in evening
attended at Pastime Hall and addressed gathering of ladies for
an hour. Mrs. Barclay Webster Mrs. McBride and others present.
Told them of experiences in France and Belgium.
Tuesday, Dec. 11, 1917.
Early this morning Dr. Cutten called and asked me to address
studentsofUniversity.Iwentwithhimat11andaddressedalarge
gathering, spoke on general lines and discussed women suffrage
and naturalization. Dr. C. told me that a majority of professors
are Liberals but all are supporting Union Gov't. In afternoon
addressed a gathering in Opera House. W.H.Chase got out of bed
to act as Chairman. MoCurdy telephoned that his opponent has
retired. Train 2 hours late. Billings, Collector of Customs at
Boston,onwaytoHx.dinedwithus.SangsterjoinedusatWindsor
where we also met Parsons and Tremain who expect to carry Hants.
AtTrurometMcLeanandMcCurdy.McLeanthinksHx.election must
bepostponedbutwillwiremelater.SaystheBeliefComteiswell
organized and doing effe-ctive work. Telegraphed Newcombe to
draft O.C. to postpone Hx. election.
Wednesday, Dec. 12, 1917
EnroutetoOttawa.AtkinsonDist.Supt.joinedus,averyactive
and capable man. Met Blount and Sen. Poster at Mtl. Latter
promises at least 5 seats in Quebec. Says Laurierites have made
desperate efforts to get y our candidates out of the field, but
withoutsuccess.UrgedmetosendoutamessagetoWomentomorrow,
Blount reports conditions in Ont. and West most hopeful and
greatly improved Many tlgms sent to him have not been received.
Says White has been kept busy in Brockville. Calder has not
returned from West. Dictated interview describing disaster at
Hx. Went over correspondence and dealt with it. Arrived Ottawa
at 11.15 and found Laura in good health. She has been sleeping

better. Weather very cold and unusually heavy fall of snow.
Cancelled my meeting at Hamilton.
Thursday, Dec. 13, 1917.
Earlyatoffice,butSir W.McK.arrivedshortlyafterandwanted
Marlowappointed3rdarbitrator.Toldhimofobjections andsaid
I would send for Tilley. Tlgm from Carvell that conditions in
Hx. very bad and that he left for that City last night. Wired him
fullauthoritytoactforall depts.Reidalsowent lastevening.
Gerald White came to say good-bye and Jap. Consul came to give
memessageofsympathyfromhisGov't.Vaillancourtcalledtosay
that he will resign from Imp. Mun. Bd. During afternoon tried to
preparefor meetingbut wastoo utterly wearytomake effective
preparation. Veterans came and escorted me to Russell Theatre
whichwaspackedwith most enthusiastic audience. Spoke for over
an hour and was greatly complimented Dr. Adams, Congregational
(Scottish) clergyman wound up meeting with a forcible and
picturesque speech. Issued message to press thanking women
throughout Canada for their active interest and assistance.
Friday, Dec. 14, 1917
Fitzgeraldcametoreportastoadditionalordersformunitions.
Tlgm from Reid and Carvell recommending
expropriation of Hx. dry dock and I approved. Tlgm from McLean
as to postponement of Hx. election. Sent for Newcombe and
afterwards O'Connor, had 0.C. prepared and afterwards sent it to
Mtl. to be signed by Ballantyne, Doherty and Laporte. Discussed
withTilleythenwithMcK.andafterwardswithTilleyapp'tof3rd
Arbitrator and told McK. that Marwick could not be agreed to. Lt.
Henderson came with message from Lord Northcliffe. Very
interesting young man. Lady Foster reports that Sir George is
inhospitalfromaccident.Triedtogethospitalontelephonebut
failed.AttendedHisEx.whoenjoyedwesterntourbutissuffering
from bad cold. Is going to Hx. next week. Telegraphed colleagues
astoprospects.AmazingmistakeofMilitiaDep'tcausingtrouble
in connection with Separation Allowances.
Saturday, Dec. l5, 1917.
Bain came respecting Lanark and I got in touch with Arthur
BurgessofCarletonPl.andaskedhimtoretire.Herefused,saying
parl't needed brains and that he was chock full of ingenuity and
couldgiveussomepointersastowinningthewar.Preparedreport
toexpropriateHx.DryDock.DiscussedwestHastingswithSmellie
and Green and wrote to R.H.Graham Foster injured by engine

yesterdayinToronto,restedwell,collarbonefracturedsaidnot
to be in danger. Reid reports we will carry 76 seats in Ont.
ReturningofficersforMil.votersnotyetsailedfromEx.Waiting
for convoy. Fripp very optimistic about Ottawa, hopes to beat
Laurier without overseas vote. Gave ouT Hughes tlgm expressing
hopeUnionGov'twillbereturned.Walkedforanhourinafternoon.
Arranged to go Senate Chambers to hear result Monday evening.
Weather very cold and forecast colder. As strain relaxes realize
that I am very tired.
Sunday, Dec. 16, 1917
Very cold. Rose 7.30 and went over press clippings. Then to All
Saints and heard very fair but long sermon from Missionary as to
conditions in China. Baker came at 2.30 and reported as to
conditions in Mtl. Shamghnessy Holt and Bury very much against
us. Hosmer & Wms. Taylor indifferent. Angus (like Holt) very
bitter.Foster andA.J.Brownveryhelpful.Wantsabaronetcyfor
JackRossandE.G.M.S.forhimself.SaysSirM.Davisnothelpful
andhishonourregardedmostunfavourably.SaysMeredithtoldhim
some peculiar things about E.E. Says we should get 7 seats in
Quebecaretryingfor15andmaygetnone.Calderreportsallseats
in Sask. safe except three. Nickle reports Peterboro and Prince
Edward doubtful otherwise East is good. Rowell called up to
arrange for statement in press as to effect of overseas vote. In
evening discussed with Rowell statement to press that overseas
vote will not be counted for six weeks or more, and arranged for
Bain -to prepare it.
Monday, Dec 17, 1917
Voted early after inquiry as to polling place. Apparently
Liberal organization better in Ottawa. Attended His Ex. and
discussed honours list. Spoke to him respecting J.K.L Ross and
E.L.Pease. Drafted tlgm to Ld. Northeliffe as to Gordon and
CampbellStuartwhosecasesIdiscussedwithHisEx.Halreturned
today. Walked for an hour in afternoon. At 6.30 Nickle reported
8700 majority in Kingston and Yates 1200 maj. in Peel. No word
fromOttawauntil7.30andthenLaurierandMcGivernleading.Went
to Senate with Laura at 8. Took Mrs. Fraser and Mrs. Rivers.
Returns came in quickly and it was soon apparent that Gov't, was
sustained.Kingsgaveme 1000maj.Enormousmajorities in Ontario
andWest.Fosterhad12000.Greatexcitementamongladies.Laurier
and McGivern beaten in Ottawa without overseas votes West almost
solid for Gov't. Nova Scotia and P.E,I. made poorest showing but
Soldiers vote may bring them up. On return to house at midnight
found about 100 returned soldiers whom I addressed. Their cheers
could be heard all over town.

Tuesday, Dec. 18, 1917
Very tired after all the strain. Reid arrived early and I
discussed with him extraordinary attitude of C.P.R. and our
policy towards them also Foster's position as he is showing
signs of age. He thinks Crothers should go before long. Hundreds
of tlgms of congratulation from all parts of Country. Sent many
hundredsinreply.Issuedstatementtopresscommentingonresult
and special statement as to my own County. White arrived noon in
goodformCarvellandMcLeancomingtomorrow.SenttlgmstoPerley
Blondin and Melnnes. At Club was overwhelmed with congratns
Drayton gave me card received from a westerner inscribed, "God
safe our splendid men. Laurier won't even try." McCurdy
telegraphed that N.S. will stand 11 to 5 for Union Gov't and
perhaps 12 to 4. Dined with Gills, 0oJ and Mrs. and Mr. & Mrs.
Sanford Evans were the other guests.
Wednesday, Dec. 19, 1917
Rowell, Mewbum, Ballantyne and Cochrane arrived this morning.
HeldCouncilat2.30anddisposed ofroutinebusiness.Discussed
prohibition with Rowell and sent tlgms to 4 Western Ministers
asking their views. Took up question of remuneration of McLean
and Robertson and directed Christie to prepare O.C. and
consult with D.M.J. Conferred with Mewburn as to small number of
enlistments from Quebec under Mil. Serv. Act and need of
expediting appeals. Sevigny arrived yesterday and has hope that
he may be elected by soldiers' vote. Conferred with Rowell as
to his proposed visit to England and as to Imp'l Cabinet.
E.R.Wood and A.E.Ames called as to initiating fund for Hx. and
I said Gov't must take lead. Laurier arrived this A.M. but made
no statement. American press very enthusiastic over election.
No report yet from British press. His Ex. left for Hx.
Discussed with J.K.L.Ross recognition by appropriate honour.
Told him he was recommended as K.C.B.E. He does not understand
very clearly and evidently wants a baronetcy.
Thursday, Dec. 20., 1917
Carvell arrived last evening and attended Council today.
Discussedproposalsforshipbuilding.McKeneiecalledtoaskthat
O.C. might be passed to take in two small branch lines as part
ofC.N.R. Suggestedtohimapp'tofJudgeHarris.Discussedwith
Reid and Ballantyne whether I should take holiday now or later
and both said now. Tremendous correspondence still pouring in.
in Council dealt with some routine and discussed at great length
proposalsforprohibition. Eventuallydecidedtoprohibitsale
as well as importation and manufacture but found difficult to
workout.DebatedcooperativemanagementofCanadianrailwaysand

Iproposedasub-com.ofReconstructionandDevelopmentCom.which
was agreed to. Jean Gobell reported as to conditions in riding
formerly represented by Forget, says Forget worked against us.
DiscussedneedsofHx.sufferersandannouncedtotalcontribution
of five millions and probable app't of a Commission.
Friday, Dec. 21. 1917
Furtherhugevolumeofcorrespondence,RalphConnorcalledand
I discussed with him impressions of late campaign. He thinks
foreign labour should be conscripted. Warburton came to ask
whether I desired his ass'n to continue work and I said yes.
Wanklyn and Fairbairn of C.P.R. came to represent need of 600
miles of rails for replacement on C.P.R alone. Arranged app't
with Rowell after Jany 1st. Telegraphed Perley as to honours for
Gordon and Stuart and gave Lt. Henderson message for Ld.
Northcliffe as to ditto, council at 11 to 1 and passed O.C. as
to remuneration of Robertson and McLean. in evening debated
prohibition at length and finally I prepared a statement for
press, immediate prohibition of importation of transportation
after 1st April, and of manufacture at date to be fixed. Every
one agreed. Wrote Tilley as to Judge Harris as third arbitrator.
Passed O.C. appointing Robertson Chairman of Subcom. of Council
on Labour questions. Arranged to leave tomorrow for Hot
Springs. Mewburn and Rowell left tonight for Toronto.
Saturday, Dec. 22, 1917
Alice Fitzpatrick came at ten to discuss Women's Convalescent
home; wants quarters in any spare building. Spoke of Quebec's
attitude thinks clergy amenable to reason. Doherty conferred as
tosameproblemandsaidhethoughtlittleshouldbeutteredeither
bymembersofGov'torbypressduringnext5or6weeks.Letthem
have time to think. Council at 12.45 and put through routine and
O.C. prohibiting Importation of liquor. Called in press men and
gave them the official announcement and explained to them its
effect. Enormous volume of correspondence still pouring in.
PreparedmessagetooverseastroopsanddirectedChristietohand
itoutonMonday.At4.45leftforN.Y.inprivatecarJ.W.Pugsley
accompanying us. Mr. & Mrs. Edw. Dunlop en route to N.Y. came in
to dinner and in evening we played bridge. Jas Morris came in to
tell us of his campaign. He (like Ames) says Fr. Canadians voted
against us on bloc but are now repentant.
Sunday, Dec. 23, 1917
Verycoldduringnight,15belowatTroy.Waterincarfroze.Lost

three hours and connections as well. Left Albany (where we remained
severalhours)at12.15.ReachedJerseyCityat5andfoundthat5.08
traintoHotSpringshadbeentakenoff.CartakentoN.Y.andattached
to9.30trainforWashington.InterestingtalkwithtwomenonPenna.
MotorEngine.ToldthemofCanadaseffortinwar.Theythinkwarwill
profoundly affect methods and standards of civilization. Very
intelligent men. Ames at interview yesterday told me that French
Canadiansoted solidlyaagainsthimandthatwomen'svotesavedhim.
Stronglyobjectstoanyimmediateefforttogiverecognitiontothem.
Radiatorincarleakingandgivingusmuchtrouble.ArrivedWashington
at 5 with tremendous bump} thought we were off of rails. N.Y.Sunday
papersannounce prohibition inCanadaandthatitiswellreceived.
We cannot reach Hot Springs before tomorrow night.
Monday, Dec. 24, 1917
Roseat7.40.Beautifulmorning.TelephonedtoEmbassythatwewould
be here until 10.15 but found afterwards that we cannot leave until
2,15.WalkedwithLauraformorethanhalfanhour.DrovetoEmbassy
at11.15andwerewelcomedmosteffusivelybyAmbassadorwhoactually
hugged me in his delight at result of elections. Discussed war and
he thinks spirit of president and people good but believes that not
morethan100,000menhavebeensenttoFrance.Ithinkheismistaken
and that from 400,000 to 700,000 have been sent. He came with me to
callonLaura.SaysDukeiscomingtovisit Presidenton9thJanuary
and he suggested that I should come at same time but I declined.
Railway people very kind in making arrangements about our car. Saw
3 troop trains leave Washington and one car of troops was attached
toourtrain.WelosttimesteadilyanddidnotarriveatCaringtonuntil
midnight
Tuesday, Dec. 25, 1917
Remained in car all night and rose at 7.30. Pugsley came for
breakfast andluncheonathotel which he greatly admired. Senttlgm
toDukeandrepliedtomessagesfromWhite,CochraneandReid.Nobaths
given on Christmas Day. In afternoon joined bridge for Red. Cross.
Laura and I played with Mr. Abenheim and Mrs. Seymour. Afterwards
Pugsley and I went to Xmas party at Dr. Edgar Poles, very pleasant.
LittleWilloughbyPoleachildofabout7dancesmostbeautifullywith
herbrotherafewyearsolder.MetMrs.Moore(neeWylieofToronto)
whoistremendouslykeenabouttheelection andshecouldnotsleep
fortwonightsbefore17th.Metseveralpeopleinevening,Mrs.Betz
and her daughter, Josephine - Mr. Kaufman, nephew of Abenheim, a
lawyer of great ability, almost totally blind is here. Snow all day
andquite cold,arealCanadianwinterscene.Hoprospectofgolffor
several days but I am not concerned.

Wednesday,Cee. 26, 1917
WentearlytoseeDr.LamierPoleandhereportsmeinfairlygood
condition. Prescribed stiff bath and arranged for 5.30. Belon, the
Russian, is the only attendant. I weigh 193 stripped and 201 when
dressed. Remained in open air nearly all day and became very much
sunburned. Dazzling sunshine all day. Mrs. Kelly Evans called and
invitedustodinner7.30athercottage.Wehadaverypleasantevening
andmethertwosonsonein theU.S.Army and the other too young for
Com'ninthatArmywantstojointheCanadianOfficerTrainingCorps.
Read Hanna's letter again. He wants to be a member of Gov't or to
resign his present duties as Food Controller. U.S.Gov't talking of
taking over all railways. We may have to do the same. Tlgm from His
Ex.whosaysthathehaswritten.Pugsleyleftwithcarlastevening.
Thursday, Dec. 27, 1917
Took long walk in forenoon. Bright sunshine in forenoon. Cloudy
afternoon. Started up Delafield Path in afternoon. Very hard
climbing, path unbroken after first half mile except for tracks of
rabbitsandotheranimals.Climbed653feet,alittlemorethan1-3/10
miles.IneveningmetKaufman,NewYorklawyer,practicallyblindwho
has made a fine position in his profession. Wrote to Dr. Reid. In
eveningplayedbridgewithMrs.SeymourandAbenheim.TShelattervery
full of fun and amusing. Laura is taking massage from Mrs. Hellman
and thinks it will help her. We are in rooms 516 add 518 which are
very quiet & near baths. Belan (bath attendant) told me his father
& mother both were serfs in their younger days. Worked for nobles
withoutpay.Werefloggeduntilbloodran,atwilloftheirmasters.
Heaskswhatcanyouexpectofpeoplethus enslaved for centuries.
Friday, Dec. 28, 1917
Weatherstill quite cold. President hastakenovercontrolofall
U.S.railways,260,000miles.TheyaretobeunderdirectionofMcAdoo
but probably management will be vested in Committee of leading ry
officials.Walkedforan,hourinmorningandagaininafternoonMrs.
& Miss Turck arrived from N.Y., the latter in training as a nurse.
They are without their luggage. Danish Baron Rosenkranz is living
here, pro-German and very unpopular. Dined with Kelly Evans, very
pleasantevening.Dr.andMrs.Hinsdalealsoguests.Kellyverymuch
opposedtoprohibition.Monday'sCanadiannewspapersarrived.Gov'ts
action in prohibiting importation well received throughout country
-Mrs.Green(GolfClubGazette)fullofnewsastoyoungBeatonFrench.
Says the boy had no proper home training and is not reliable.
Saturday, Dec. 29, 1917

Verycoldthismorning,only9abovezeroat9.45.LauraandIwere
in open air for more than two hours. I walked hard for an hour and
aquarterandhadtotakeoffmyovercoat.TlgmfromC.B.Gordonthat
he has just returned and will come to Hot Springs to see me as to
Munitions &c any day next week. Exercised in open air in afternoon.
Met.Mr.MarshallofJ.P.Morgan&Co.whoisherewithhiswife.They
have a daughter living near Fassfern Farm. Dined with Col. and Mrs.
KellyEvans.Dr.andMrs.Hinsdalewere alsoguests. Averypleasant
evening.Abenheim,Mrs.SeymourMrs.Kaufmanandherson,Mr.andMrs.
Bamberger and Miss Waxelbaum are leaving next week. No prospect of
golf as weather continuing very cold with lowering temperature.
Sunday, Dec. 30, 1917
Therm. descended to 20 below last night and was 12 below when we
wentoutthismorning.Airverycalmanddry.Weremainedinopenair
byGolfVeramdahallforenoonandfeltnodiscomfort.Walkedalsofor
an hour in afternoon and at 5 went to Hinsdales for tea & had a very
pleasant time.Dr.Sweet andanother gentlemanwere there also.Mr.
Fiske, whom we met years ago at Lakewood, is also here. All through
pullmansarebeingtakenoffafterMondayorTuesday.BudgetofOttawa
paperscominginbutnothingveryimportant.LetterfromHisEx.last
eveningas toB.EiOrder proposingtotakeuplist with ActingPrime
Minister. I replied that I did not understand it was necessary to
take it up so early.
Monday, Dec. 31, 1917
Weather more moderate but still very cold.
Great suffering in N.Y. on ac of fuel shortage. In P.M.went
for sleigh drive with Hrs. Kelly Evans to Warm Springs where
there is a considerable community of southern people in
summer. Cable from Ld. Northcliffe that he has reluctantly
withdrawn Gordon's name but must insist on a Knighthood for
Campbell Stuart. Made no answer as I did not see messenger.
Congestion on rys and on mails evidently increasing. Books
mailedtomeinOttawaonSat.lasthavenotreachedmeup tothis
evening

