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of the above variables predicted attirudes toward younger targets. The implicatioos of

this finding are discussed and suggestions are made for future researc.h..
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Abstnd

The purpose of the present study was to examine the artitudes ofboth younger and

older adults toward two wget groups -older adults (65.74 year-olds) and younger adults

(18-25 year-olds). This study was also designed to assess the imponanc::eofcognitive

and affective information in predicting attitudes loward the elderly. As expecled., when

an evaluation thenDometer was used to assess attitudes toward older targets, results

revealed that boIh younger and older adults held positive attitudes toward the elderly and

that older adulls evalualed others more positively than did younger adults. In addition,

the results of this study SUliest that older and younger participants do not differ in their

evaluations of younger and older targets.

Although past research suggests that gender plays a role in determining attitudes

toward older adults, these findiniS were not supported in the presenl study. Results

revealed thai older male and female targets were eviiluated similarly regardless of the

respondents' gender. In addition, no relationship was found between contact with elderly

adults and attitudes toward this group.

The results of the present study only partially support the tripartite model of

attitude formalion. When stCf"COtypes, emotional responses. symbolic beliefs. age of

target, and age and gender of participant were u.scd 10 predict attitudes loward older

targets, only affect was found 10 be a significanl predictor of attitudes. In addition, none
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