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Thls dissutn:lon attupta to deacribs and interpret gl eay

the emlutian&ry plttexn of folk housinq in 'rrinn:y ‘Bay. from

the period of initial" occ\lpance in. the : late geventeenth

“century- to the id-twentieth v ,when he truly 28 5 .
" traditidnal Hduse typeu and building p:actidea in_ the area.
. hegah to dacl:l.ne. Tha pzincipal objactivss p the study

of house f’oms; (i) to Btudy the’ e:fe t of azcm;eae«nl e

(iv) . to estahlish ths chronoloqical zange T each bhouaa- ‘

type and. mlyse nxchi:ecc\ual petsistenca cl_:’axige. Y,

S cmude:ed Data on 258 folx houses" ve:e coneccea during S S

~pine honths of field research.” An. evélutiona vl e of # et

' hun‘aevgq,rmu &nvolv!.ng fo\u: ﬂ:lstincc

/tages or 'qaneiut{oqs.

hundrad yéar .pezlcd has Seer ‘ehtablished,” The . .
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s : bl ' ety
conczm AND METHODS ‘IN “THE ‘sm\" OF FOLK ncn'x'mc;runs'

- The' utud.y of folk archftectire in llewﬁoundla“d and L

éanadh s in ]its .tnfancyp in cantrast to: Europe and-even the

% i
Eecuuu of its h1 taric J.solatibn ’in Nozth mnenua, .

¥ fleld s

songs, ﬂ;alectl,: 25

Non-.h Anezi.ca. Pnlk © ms, aupgzhtxtion'

and a \ude axtq of mx:al crafta, many no xengex— exx:am: in

bheu: oriqﬂnax hmneland are still part “of tl\e x vmg




€0 anune st the. Y

; scholars nd, frdﬁ’ﬁi? 11.:;:

have 1nng i " “the dwellin’g house‘

!
as a, basic parti of human geography (Brunha 1920 £ 74
Sauer. 19253 46) yeb atter several decades ot paymg lip
sexv ce to 1ts m\portsmce as-a mm a:ea fo: enquix and

after & substant‘.ial hody uf empinca 'studl s,'geo raphers .




spe'néez‘, s 414=457)0 Draving ‘on' Saner's concept of the,

cultural gg.\.cn (1925: 19 53) and from Fx‘ench and German:

B 1nf1uenced Sauer s ea%].y work;, these pwneer authors s

attepted to demonstraté the siqniflcance of 'the ‘houss' as. aJ\
dlaqnostlc Griterion for delineatan "culturf;gcgrapmcal

re_gxons . AS, in must sell\inal work, there was little general

s agreement on g,pprcach In’an atten‘\pt to :establish cultural."

".geography, ‘as. a more exact science, scofisid propdsed an’

approach to, the study of house types analogous to “the m?thod
of blologxsts studying plants and” ammals ghraugh‘ s bl

(x),esta.blishxng a typology of houses based on form and, r'+!

B dellneatlng staqes in- thexr evolutmn (ii) mappmg tqe

aistribution of‘each “famm ity study:,ng ‘and 1nterp{e

and
N
lanﬂscapes (1936, 129).- Knxffen pon\ted ‘out. the pr ems

study of c\;ltural fcrms o
Neithér. houses ‘nof ‘ther culfural forms .can. et
i classified .in. a manner exadtly analogous to, -
! that used by blclol;ls(:s. he -biologist never

finds -the tail -lion. grafted to the body of
a-cqw; the cla Lfle: of cq}tu:al fotms, has no

such assurdnce 193

‘A genetic.or evnluuonary approach was basz.c to éarly
. geographl.c rese.arch and 1nﬂnenced the qeography of folk

: axcmcectuxe : Physlcai geographers such a: avis descnbpd




in 1andscape morphqlngy Suulax:ly, Sauer. (1925, 1!—53) o

whittlesay (1929, 152-‘167) used'a genetic: approach yhen
recuns,‘t:uctmg past cﬂltuxal landscapea ana: defxned a.
i < sequence of stages. in, the; occupance ‘of .a xegion. This - g R

ol il ;3 concern zemams expl.:u:z.t in mnst of the subsequent ‘research

n North Amexican folk archltectux‘e (e.g. l(n),ffen, 1936'

193, 1965,.5497577; wilson, 19697 pulsburyq 1970).
&

| Tacaily, &3 uudy fcu,houses génebically icne: s}}uuld 7 : LT

decermxne the nziq fcm and. then delineata sphsequent

stages in n_s developmem;. 'l‘he evolunonary seq\‘lence of a

type is oEten besc lllustr&ted by the pattern of terations 5
to ‘the oridjnal tom._ P.\.llsbury 1970z 14 16) ha.s( followed B :

a genetxc approach Mhen reoonstructxng the evolnemnary S ¢

. -sequencs GE New: Enqland housing from ® smalh: one-storey

cottage-to a 1arge r.wo—storey gab].e front house rand-has.

il = hoy each _' ve stage is a loqxcal. stzuctuxal 4

Y development from the:§tage which pzecedgd it. Kruffen (19865:
j 558=

59);ha‘s proposed -a‘somewhat different evolutionary - - g
sequence f T N:w ‘England’ hcmses but has failed ‘to establish

any clear qenatic link between defined huuse styles. It xs

b
i

smpxisnc to’ arqus as Kniffen does, that a cwo-sco:ey

house wn:h double qable nd chunneys evolved xnto a one and

a half storey central chm\ney houae. g Ench change is ton

radical tn be considerad a’ 1ogxca1 st:uftura]. development g




and indeed would be a zetrograde step in the architectiral

< . ‘pattern.” Kniffen's diachronic approach is similar.to that

used by archxtectuxal hlitcrxans who escabnsh Stanes or
.architectural periods based on the introduction and gerierb,
i - b accepta.nce of new architectural styles but this is, essenuauy
a process ‘of replaoement of house types rather than the
gehetic developm‘ent of a partienlar form: ‘Indeed the very

e notion of diseinct 'stages'

% txalts, and ‘is’ pxobably in 2 oonthual process* o£ transxtion,

L ¥ with- imhvidual L:aits channg Erequently. Dnly detaued

r
xnvestxqacxons “of! mdlvxdual hcmses over s eve:al generauons

© can” cor.rect the' mpression- of abrupt teplacml\ent mplxed in

58 tbe hheory of sequenual stages. r # € S aget
: In an attmpt cn broaden the scope of house type
¥ zeﬂearch, Knxffen prupos&i a more .‘quantitative® appmhch

|
_similaf to that employed by anthxopologxsts such as ¥roeber

o e (1!35 =383 1 ~11) lnd Rxsﬁlex‘ (1929 303-328). in 1e11nea£ing
2 i cultural axeas by studying the spaual disuihution of
numerous examples of a 4pec1f1c culcural trait._‘ ’ﬂus

emphasis was at leut partmuy derived from h

s r.rammg

o e o some 15,000+ -

‘the. development of hoyse forms |,

in Canfornia_‘x :

Ll Thed ouse i compoaad of. 11tara11y hundreds of lements or. :




: rural Louisiana houses thraugh ‘Eleld observatlon Kn1ffen

J.dent).fled a. numbex: of. ba ic types and plctted theu

-+ distribution) 111ustxat1nq the" regional dcmunance offeach ' .-t il

ity L type, The sweepmg scale and supexflclzl field Inethod % b of
; i

- 1mpl.1ed m tms and other early researc (leey &Scott, =

“ 1940 412 119); .whlch faxled to. COnslﬂEE ‘the chronologxcal

- sequénce ‘of house forms, of the impact of extern-!l contacts

% result:ed in 1ittle hore ‘than a Humerical descrlptlon oF Hpt

reqlonal vanatmns and provoked more’ questmns thin, |

answers (Spencer, 1945: 446). As Spencer noted "One cannot

'dequag:ely study house types at 30 m1lzs an, hour d chever, '

L itvis )_mpczrtant to dls¢over as accurately as, posslqm what

“percentage of he' total !numbex- of houses is represented by

& parncular style dunng any ngen petwd. Fox example,

) .vnley and’ Scott ‘found that only 2.9% of sorte 3, ooo houses‘

su:veyed were'of’ log construction (1940 418y, ‘yet . o B S

'-geographex have published consmeiably ‘miore macenal on log

varch:tecture thani en, houses bua.lt Hih Erame, brl.ck, or

. stone, General statementg on. form, ize, arid d1scnbutmn

for extemnve areas .are made after studying only ‘a small .\,

sunber ‘of examples fa rarely 13} the adeguacy of ‘the data'as

: A Palr resentatlve sam ledet, mmed. 16 theif study of New .. iy
LS, P et

“:Jerseylog. houses, Hacker & Trindell (1969: 248- 26 plctted‘

7 1 the known location of 90 examples from newspaper sale

5 advettlsen\ents but based (:heu: analysls of al ethnia b




van.ations ‘and pattern £ aiffusion én a much smaller .

. 3; or 4 houses, Ecr whxch archival

‘the current

sample. o ten no mm:e ]

descriptwna ngs ava:.lablew. s:.nce. much of

remnants of

resea h ‘on ‘folk architecture has focusad Dn th.‘

exghteenth and ningteenth century houses it ms been axfncuu:

to collect data on a p:ofusion pf. e)(amp].qs. Archival Sources . - 1

i rarely supply sufficient detalled duta and researchers must

ra].y on. cxi.l xnfomtmn and/or extant rglu:t/ struct\u:es. A '

Such nethods should vutuauy preclude a mac o—apptdnch to . -7 3
ey

; er.xaxge th‘g‘ data set; ﬂus xaseazch, comb, ining a quantxt-

atxve and qenetic approaeh is more 'rlgdrous r.han cther




more descriptive studles, since cnnclusions are based on, th
analysxs of a telatively 1arge nmnher of examples which -

reduces thé posslbxnw of eccentrlc structures beinq given ;

|

undue 1mpo:|:anc

e ;3 STt was not untdl. aftar 1950 that Amem\lan cultural

’geographets, tollowmg the example of their - colleagues in

Europe. emphasxzed the study of matepial folk culture cr

Pe? s o
have studied tLe Sae lopment aha dlEfueiin of i mde ranqe

qeoqraphers. Like' Er n s h}:ropean reseatch, the . ' T !

“;j . establishment of cultural ‘hdarths and the s seque c\ patterns |

of spamal d f£fusion of falk houses of old: wur].d ethr}m\c

1935: 179-19

) 1964:__21 255 1965’




I waskat, 1969 1971; and.T in«ieir" 1969: iae-zea.- Wilsoh,. @

s Tnd ass 1lat10nlof European e;hmc graups. Nuclear areds

,°f folk Lousmg %\re descnbed fcr the’ seventeenth cemtury

E seabnard oulonle$ European ?ntecedents traced and subsequent

[ dlffusion thtoug)\ the United States: exam;ned iy mcst all’

tms recent zeseamh has been nductad at.a. mac o-—sca.'ke =

or, studies ‘6¢.an ind;v;kuu state. Because “thege st’ des i, 0

are con;e:.ved ‘at a macr scale the patterns of ﬂatxai

e thus f'a'r :

fa1]’.sd toadopt or develop Furrent l:once'phs of J.ff(lsxon STt il

N research in geography (Haqershrand, 1952} 1967} Gould, 19697 .

the European antecedents toﬂuppo:t the X arguments Eor

-cultuxal ttansfer fxom the’ Old world.

Alne:].can llterature. conseq\lently he cnrrelatlon

v R 1 A



drawn ‘hetween- European ethnic groups and house styles in: '
Ametica are of ten simpust{c and misleading. In'an attempt

tti avex‘come ‘the: qzoblm 2 in 't:he

.individual seudies r‘-y?f

a:x:tectural txadAtian pf’a regien. wrlqht's aarl)‘_— § nE

o s of Ehe

in t'h multl—c ltlﬁral ‘south’ rnd“Gritznet (1969) futther ke

.nar:_,wed the ) y- exanuninq only t:he lcg house of

) i |
single éthayg

_hés éaii’e'd‘ 4t

‘house 'as! an| i-nd%"

ger ezallly, ittle that xs\new has been adﬂed tn the, nethod-

aennum of - the tazms mx'

\..?a -'Eolk irchitecture and

 ‘the house, 1mphes tha

i g.\;natacio any. ; Glassle s approacn, 5 o PR




wmle consistent with! tha general conceptual fzamewcrk of *

ZBuropean fl:lkhf e eazch, 15 fmely focu&ed on tradltxonal

. kraits of dlstln ethmc group_s. More rece r Glassie,

“and ‘others’ (Rapoport,’.1969: 46-8

Zelinsky, 197

“88- 94), |

- have emphasl a: “the psychology of. pzoductlcn, where the
psycholcgy of the buxlder and the socio'cultural facturs
xnherent in‘the design process: are vxewed as ).n\portant o 1

facturs -in the understandlng of’ form Such!an appzoach

might encDuraqe geogzaphers to :e;nterpret the study of folk’

ng by placmg new emphasih on pmcess rather than

‘morphology. ’uétimately, the, felk pracess Df cpnstructwn,

1£ understood in terms OF the’ psycrmloqy and the perceptlan

of the b\u.ldez,_hia parthular way qf organizing h).s

siay prove. to be’ more fundament 14 formula\: ng ‘a. typoloqy.

Amer.Ican caltural’ geographers ‘have prod uced. a’Lar

. body of valuable Titerature on the ‘rapidly disappearing folk:

i arch1tectural txadztxons of Notth Amer).ca, but have qeperally

faailed to consldet the broadex y hausmg 1

"witn‘ few excepr_mns, lxttle kS entlon has" béen paid by*

) chltural qeoqraphers to urban hausmq (Rickatts, 1967: 2).1-
239‘ Ktim1.].970. 45- 55 Bax‘nett, 19745 21~ 32), and 1arqe
'0'(61 the' s

‘and rural 1 have been

_ignored.- Urba and Lopular hcus:mg styles were: in;txauu

mssed nn ‘the mlsta)\en beuef that they reflected rura; 8

material, technéloqy, capl.tal and the soutces 6, his desxgn.




styles (Soofxeld 1936 239) or becau-e the :onplenty of

" 2% % i Toentdrs Vak-dut oF &11 pxopm:tlon ‘to. ‘the’, area "they-
|7 . occupied (xnufen', ‘1935A 180). -Folk architécture exists in
:'.symblosxs with popular styles. 1f geographers ére to.

understand better. the ‘Patterns of folk architecture, ari

'structures must be exam ned. -

5 ’ ‘.. The house, old apd new is still pdcked with -

4 4 ¢ * information ahont the national'ethos, “the’ 3

i . dealing between man and habitat,’'and.the Ve gl
changing configuratiod. of our: cultural k

-geogx‘aphy (zalinskyy 19734 90\

quqraphers\ecudymg ax hlt;scturnl raditions. have

Rl butrowed Eteely fxom cognat dxsexplxnai +The lxterature 1 Pt

by American and arxtx‘sh archltectural hiscanan 3

S S ,paxtlcularly rélevant, it der a.carefal

to structural detail, a hroah k.nowledge of (:he chxunologxcal .

‘J"develol:llent of varmus constructmh teahniques and a -
n.gorous apprcuch, uslng hoth archxval and stxuctuzal :

evxdence, to the datmg of mdxvxFual buxlﬂu‘qs _Atchitecl:s

have aIso donsidered f.he envi ntal fa mfluencing'
7 house forms in.a more compmhensxvs manner -than most

) genqraphexs (Aronin, 15531 Rapcport, 196 83-103), ‘and .

_ th u:,pzufesnonsl uaining ‘is: reﬂlected in a careful

l consxaeracion of the sttuctural m\plications of vanous | L

: construct::.on techniques and’ J.nhexent propart‘ s, cf 2 wxde

:ange } constmr:tion mar_exi.a ‘Muqh of ‘this research,




» buildings which rteré .proﬁessio'n'ally designed a"n'd‘cunsuuatéa
by[ skllxed craftsmen. The ore tradxtxonal houses of the

local cummumty are v1ewed ‘as essentially pre- archltectural

(e.g. Gowans, 1964; l956) When archltectural hlstormns -

have ccnsxdered tradxt;onal o; domestxc archmecture (e,g. 3 G

Kelly, 1924;. Km\ball, 1932 Briqqs, 1§32), the emphasxs

h s been on marphologlcal descnptmn and- temporal duration®
with lu:(:le attempt at spatlal, qua.ntltatlve br: ecologlcal

S analys;s. A ma]or exceptxon 1su the .more racent wark

. produr:ed by' thé B:itxsh arch:.tectural hlstonans 1Fox and

Ragian, 1951~ $45 Bariey, 1961; Wnod-Jones, 15637 BrUnSkiTI; -

1970) wWh 'have_used a vanety of techmques to :econstxuct

and adapta.b\ lity m ‘ver-

a cbmprehensxve plctllre of chanqe

. Thig lxterature is espemally I ' ’v 2

2 nacular -architecture

srelevant “to, North America, since British arcmxectu:al

as:Lc ‘antecédent formg for mich

.J_' v\

tradlticns Constltute tHe,:

of North Amencan Eolk archltecture.

. ;ntgrpret “the evuluucna:y sequence nf folk housmg ih faurv

he perxod of

|'villages in mzinityrsay, Newfoundland £rom.

1n1t1a1 settlement 1n the late seventeenth centuiy to ‘the

it prsseht cenwry, when tradit.;onal *hoi s;ng p:acnces

f\ _




lBonaventure, Hant' wﬂarbour and’ New Fetlican - were

selecteﬂ because hey were suitable for ths study Of "

tyles over 'tuo centuries in‘a West i -

s Ve ‘developlng house
- ' Cv:mntry culture area. Mc:e numerous extant’ examples of old
’huuses and- a rich 16cal oral txad:.tlon “on folk azchuectufe

. werg, alsd 1mportant in, theu Galbotibnl, fhe pn.nclpal %

objer:c ves: of the’ study are’ (1) to coLlect[daca on as many s
it : Tl

’m:adxtwnal honses, both extant ahd. extindt,: as possime e

m the’ fnur settleﬂ\entS' i

it establlsh a typology and. .,

dalxneate staqes in the evcluuon of hcuse £orms. din thls

area;’ (iii) to study the . effect of architectural renovatwn e

- on the evolutxon of exlsting folk structures; (1v) to . i

establish the chronological ranqe for'each house type and

. analyse archn:ectural perustence and change., e B i e

2 C ArchLVal

1‘a;5‘d‘-

_styles :.n an area one- must rely on faeld inquuy. Gral

&

st .four' qeneracxons and memorxes of an’

house can fade. A It was d;ffxcult to

nbtam any detaueﬂ descriptlcn of hcuses bullt before the

nlne(‘.eenth cantury‘_« Local tj.mber has always been the l\\ost

a relatlvely shnrt llfe span and 1t l.s rare ‘to: f:.nd houses

§ ot 7 Uover one hundréd yeaks 6147 still standing. The 'availability




houses often mads'xeplacemnt of an.old house ‘a more

‘attractive altemltxve than” ettensxve tanovatxon.

Over 70 informants were interviewed in'all, some /) -
. briefly, others over, an extendeg periqd of time; and ;.

complete infotmation- gut‘nereé or 258 houses.. miﬁany

fx.eld questinnnaire was, used’ to recdkd data on xndx\ud\ml

muses . whenever

o accurate ‘dates for “the nsancuon Sf ‘a'house. ' In only 5 U7

Acases was the date o constructlon ©of ‘a house’ recorded in . . .

Ea.nu.ly s.. Struct ural eviden such as the size of

5 oty umd&u glaas or the type‘a of naus used nldxcated“ mugh .

¥ perxod’s,\.hut both wxndmls and'na la were often taken ‘from b e e

’_ older hunes ana reuled in new house constnlct:.on. Taformants’ s

i were often uncertam about dates befoxe 1200

'wever, il ) g

since t.he data of c&nstruction of a new honse ‘was - Often

the. mforman’ 's uund with ‘some avant lin t e

‘' Fox example

the cnnsf.xuc\:ion uf a new house was, of;en "o



A1 ot thp hnuses recox'ded were' measufed; aates

\and xeprésentanve sxlmples wére photoqtaphed,

3

Iniumatmn
3\05; collected on, the basic floox.‘ plan, conscmc:;a.'

teoh_mq;ues, chunney locaticn, -window and door locatibna, the

.pn—.ch of the roof . allpendages, and nulzuquem renovat

ns.

hou]se must'be recorded but

b_e mqst pers_xptent or 1‘95\5};

| geographers in :nt;n:bl‘i's ing ‘a

<l pcézé will ’iecon‘sﬁrucé tf\é

,grnund of the peopling f u’e k {

$ stage in: he uchitectural tradik vun pt the u




_llfe.

* e t)me i tune’ thh- changmg socul and econom;\.c condlt.tons.

T Er’gli’shmen, mainly fmmmevon and Do:set. between ca. issa- il
1850 (ﬂandcock, ‘dn preparatxon’) -

- was only-a ttickle of muqzams intb the Bay.

T in other parts of North America who had : Savarad ieHaizs ties PR

: AR g :
. .+ CHAPTER II 3 555 .

N °_
s f. The deve.lopment ofa a folk uchitectural tradxu.on »' P

‘m a frontxe: envizdnment is affecteﬁ by a wxde range of .

»soclo cultu;al., econaniic. apd nvirqmnenthl factors. Bes;

provxdx.nq basic shelter, che dwelling house :eflects both®

‘the cultural bacquound of the b\ulde: ahd hxs basxc way of .\ W) (I

anac 1L£e styles, hcmve:, ‘evoive and develup over g “He

“The cqrxespondu\g arcmtectuzal t:adieions are best ;

considered in the contéxt of the ethnic and econonuc history

of the reqxon. Truuty Bay was settled hy West COuntty

* Before 1750, haweven there

Moreover, the
ble and ac'én

‘resident population was-unst: 1y e

slow \ate.' Orrly 7 famuies and 14 single men vere tgcozdeh

in 1575, employingl 172 servants.l bnlike Eu!opean innigrants

1Hunuacript, A-list of the- Plantera ‘\Names " etc. e
[in Newfoundland] 1675.. J. Berxy, Center .for Newfnundland

. Studies; Hemorial vnxve:sxty of Newfoundl.anﬂ.




w1th the old World and were comn:.tted to estabhshlnq a-new

o = llie for tHemselveS in the cclm’\ies, the early Newfc\mdland £

lanters .were an 1ntegra1 part of.a m1gratory wEst Cuuntry ‘ ‘ -

¥ EJ_sh).ng enterprxse. Many Of these eatly plan'ters af: ex‘

[ f . some yedrs m.NewfounaLand eventua)ly reEurned to England..

“ The zema.\.nl.ng :.mmll?rants and/or théir descendants chose such

Sltes as’ Catal).na, -01d Bonaven[:ure. Irelands Eye "old Perllcan,

Hant's Harb@ur, New Perlican and Hearc s Contant because of

theu proxunlty o £he px‘oductive E)shinq grounds at the’ mauch 2 oY

‘of the “Bay- (Fig.’ 1): Bermanent. settlement diiring t}us period.

was® “further dlsecuraged@py a ].ack of females avax],ahpa as
5 s "
pouse.s for the- 1arge n\m\ber of transxent single adnlt mal.es.. 5 %

For exaﬂ\ple, “Balfouw

teported oniy. 2a female servants ‘at

Tumty in 1764. compared to 13]:5 men servants  (Hea

nall wun:sx‘ population numbefed just

265)\ By 1775, t;hev

Sl - lover .200 Fami: 1252 and thi's ngmber had 1ncteased to only. 350

g ’ ' fai;\.ui‘es'by 1801.3; However v;rtually alihs the conte.mpcrary o

hamlets in the outer p@y area’ were established by 1800,

s "The basic reseatch on: the 0ld World backgwmmd of

Lthe. early English s ttlers in, Newfcundland has hArely bequn.
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3 labouxers had deteriorated Eteadlly from the mxd—e;qhteenth

* | century: .’ New farming technuloqy and a- qeneral populacmn

It would appea‘r, howevex, that the large “number . of imiqx’:;\ts_\'i‘/\

who arnved in 'l‘rxnlty ey atter lauo, éame from o

restrlcted source are: 1n the South—West of England (Handcock)

Mcst of these m\lm.grants arnved not as’ settle:s hut as

tx:ansxent labourers.” They were :young, suxgle dault males

’ often lndentured for two sun\mers and a wxntel‘ to woxk ﬁnr

one ‘of the West Country mErchant firms or for a- local

planter. Many returnéd home- several: tines before, flnﬂlly

making a commitment to settle 'pemanently in the Bay. Both

Devcn and- Dorset w’ e prredom).nantly agrlcultural but mbst of

the 1and was held 1n large estates and farmed by tenants who‘

rel).ed on aqncult\xral labourers. The conditions Of these

increase créated a su:plus of. farm Tatoupsie (Hopkxns, 1954:

The tradu:;.onal pracmce ©oF apprenticing’ the:

. children of labounng class Eamll].es to-a farmer or Vlllage

|
entury. The 1o_cal

tradesman continued until the nim’aceenth

| 3
economy, however, was unable tc absorb ‘the 1ncrease in »

léﬁoﬁrers and young tradesmen and )Lany had little choidd but

tb seek employmem: in the 1ndustr1.al mdlands or to emgrate




blacksmith, butcher, tailor,’ taktile worker, ‘orin’

L ho'st 5%, other crafts.. . In Newfouhdland those . aimed a4

% carpem:ers or. coopers mght presex‘ve their craft culture but

*'the ma)on.ty of xecr'.uts were empl.oyed in’the sum fa

4
, fishery, inwinter Alderhy otk and in.boat bulld:mg.

.Ffon the earliest period af settlement, the vx,llage

of jr:ix.uty._was.the poca} point. of all economc actxv:.ty
.withif the Bay.. The business fxms at Trlnlty werel mainly

‘branch officds’ of West. Country £ixms whel employed higratory

k Vlabourers to prosecute ‘the summer cod fxshery. They also e
supplled ‘the 'small’ number of pemanenc settlers wi thibasic. .-

p:ovxs,wns for the summer lshery in retnrn fox the:\r fall

‘prodiction of fish-and, o;l v_FJ.shermen vere often in debt,

v
partlculatly when fxsh catches were low ant there was llttla 8
or no:'cash ;m clrculatmn. Merchants also provxded

¢ vemp).oyment in the woods'.during the ‘winter months, a pemoa

when £ra u-.mnauy Newfoundland fishermen have}been undex

_employed| : For example, Behjanin Lestez, a Poole merchant,'~

establisted a £irm at 'rnmey An 1749 and vas 1nvclved in

2 »
supervise .the “irm s operation. . Tn 1804, ‘a branch of ‘tha




slade’ fiml already opera

.Lester s (Crewe, 19633

resov:lrces, especlally tm\berrfor ship bluldan. Geotge:

‘sh

‘the'ir ‘fish. These vessels frequently requued extens).ve

_qenerous wages £o encourage “them £o remain in Newfc\mdlan
‘The importance of the, ship building operatlon ts a succes

S fuk cummer 1a1 enterprise in Newfoundland is perhaps- best,

Bonavista aayA

g at Twillingate and Battle.

ﬂaxbour, was estabhshed at. Trihity in competxtxon wi

~9) . Tngether the' tyo  larger; famns

dominated ‘the Trlnxty Bay. trade and their mfmence

'

extended 1nto Bonavlsta Bay. The raison tre-of the

. gmmnerqlal £irme at Frinity was the cod nshexy, but these i

;flms were uwolved in the exploltat).on of1 SEhsE Sdendan

'ps and_:schdoners ‘of ‘varicus’ sizes ‘to: collect and ot

repairs . dfter arriving from foreign ports, st:.mulatinq a

,demand fcr s\utable “timber and a s}ulled lahour Eorcs.

Master carpenters were, zecrmted in Enqland and paid

'1llustra\:ed by the fact that An 1752, when 'l‘r1m.ty was‘

threatened by a _rench naval attack, the ::arpenters, wix:h the

women and chlldren, we):e evacuated ‘to Barrow Harb ur Ln

L

5p365, Dol‘set Recora OFfice; Dorchastir: Lét;ég ‘Book

‘of. 1 .he Lester-Garland Falnilies, F2l; 1794 1815"

/¢




"opezazian conce}myrated in the jnner bay area.7 Thls Logging '

Bay, ° howevet, lcc&l tlmber became the dcmxnant = mdeed

..vutually exnlusiVe & med

. as 4 usefyl ioh tothe’ technique of wokking w.u:h :

wond Besldes for ship constxuntlon,

m\ber P L

[for other pu:poses.' The expurt of both salmon and seal’and: -

“god! ml req\ureﬁ thousands “of large casks annually It was

~' common pracnce to, employ a numher of cccpers “in. each nf the

fxm s flshmg tooms to make Hese casks frum fir staves cu'

locally durmg the wmter months. wood was also requxred to

arecc and maim:am ‘the firm's busmgss prem.ses and for making

’boxes, for 41rewocd and for dunnage used ta secure

i the holds' of “the s}ups.r The\'x‘r\nmty Bay flrms et these

deriands for luln.ber by, superviging an extensiva winter lmnber:.ng I

“opefation. offered no confl:u:t with the summer’cod’ fishery and

completed a yearly cyele o Wkl which ensured £he viability u

of the pemanent settlexnenl: durmq t}us arly i




24 -

%) | | .F¥om’the outset, mep/from all parts.of the Bay were
employed. in 'njhe’ woods.. S

“froh the. firms.at Trini

:'eceived’ ‘their ‘order irectly:

or mduectly ch:ough thau agents

on or gene:al it

Involvement rwhethe: by iy

pt1vate individ\aala \:\: hy e cantile ﬁima», necessitated a

3 seasonal movement of peopla fram the pemment settlen\ents

at the' muth of ‘the Bay ‘into mnter ].\mbet camps, r tllts,
usuaily 1ocated in r.he inhef’ Bay area where Large stands -of e

inber. _were avni.lable. Hnnting and tzapping were also an

u:portant pakt of this wxnte - work: Balfour, a missionary

for: the Society for the Propaqatmn of t.ha Gospel wrote in

1‘164 at the xnhabitants uf Truu.ty

- are. obuged tc go some jone va? somé” anothet, - f
some ' to great distances off to build huts - s
'and reside in the woods until.the iast of Apx'il
‘or:May ... [Theyl dissipate through the
for subs;atence on venison Hunting and for.
getting’ fire wood.and bu'xldxng boata w.u;h their
' servants . [He.ldx 16!3]. g

e i




Trlnlty Aay\recexved a major: nflux, of Enqhshmen

betiden 1800 = - 8gos, The Permanent’ pcpulatxon Of “the Bay

[ Jumped: Erom 1, 525‘\14;41304 t0 3,427 in 1815 (Rjan; 19714 zu),

: an xncrease Of 130 per cent, and contlnued “to mcrease at a
xapld rat untxl_ after 1875 .when the rate of | ‘increase declined

to's pbr ceht per anpun’ (Fig. e 5

; Dunng the permd of 1n—qurﬂt1on, society in’ the

Bay was basxcally eqahtar1an, dpart from:Trinity which had

lite comprxsmg Enqush merc] ,agxts, the:.r

agent: and clerks, soma_ciergy and a few govexmnent uff1c als.

. The ermanem:

nter populat‘on was predomxnantly Engl).sh

Protestant, both ch\lrch of England and Methmhst but there
E was also-a llarqe number of 1rxsh Catho]. c servamts emp uyed_‘

in the Bay, somé of whom settled. puring he exghteenth

'centu:y, hotvever, the‘i% was consmerable conf between thg J

Protestants “and " Cathol:.cs hoth at Tl‘lnlty and 1n other out—
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The majomty of the settle:s in Trlnlty and 1n the

othex: outports “yere common fxshemen who explo).ced Al

Variéty of local resources ‘to p!’ov 1de Bt themabive and
“their fanu.lles. Pesides cod, salm:m and herrlng were o
caught in the sprmq and fall and sn\all quantltlei were

s exported, s ‘qardens pfoduced a yearly supply of such.

basic, vegetables as potétoes, cabbage, and! tumips ancT

suffu:

nt 11ve stock was kep(: to prﬂvlde mllk, buttet, and :

a variety of ‘meat’ to supplement an othermse monotonous diet.,

oi dried 'salt cod: f:.sh and wild game. Proflclency ina wide ' -

variety of Household cra.fts vas an essential.’ bl o faml.ly

life . There was uttla ready cash to purchase goods.

Trapplng e ind beaver was alsg an
1mportant patt of the wmte: worle eycle. A-similar dependence

" on_local resuurces was also reflected in: house cons:rucuon,

‘iron ware, were 'pmé’u'xed and preparea' 1gedlly. 0T :

While the total populatxon of the, Bay ds-a whole ..

. 3 i
contlnued to increase during the nineteenth. century, f

‘remamed stable or even declxned ‘in some’. of the older;
10

settlements “in ths outex Bay area after 1&50. This decl\ine

‘was partly t—.he :esul\: of a \general out-quratz.o

(Of people ...
* £o thé North and West ot the Island or to the inner Bay where\

e 38

TS I o g T
10¢ensus of Newkotndlafd 1854-1901::




there -was a steady i crease :Ln populaudn. Several
Y ¢
. 'gettlements in Random Sound and Smlth's Sound werg mxnauy

«
: settled aftér 1850 by people  fron. Hant's -Harbour and Ney

perucan.u dnce estabiished, these: initialf settlers acted |

as a posxtlve attracuou i)

to. fcllow- The reasons for thls J.Jnner Bay movement are

colnplex.v By, 1870 the older, s ttlEInEnts weré over-popnlated.

alr the bettet land, particu'larly the ‘land with water i -

- £tontaqe, ‘had been clalmed Laaal f\:tast resources, nebeséa

’ fo both f).rewood E

'.d prwerty nainténance, vere diminished.:

f the cod trap w!uch req\ured

The J.ntrnductmn afte: 18&

o fived location:or hext:h furt.hex l.lnut.ed the ab111ty
“'.inshore fishery . to absorh the natural populatlon incte

jFlshemen were belng‘. foxced ‘o~ goi farther and fartherv

theLr -own cammunit;es to ﬂnd sulr:able berths and the

- mcreased ‘distance led to decreased efflciency. he xrmerl :

neouraging Jaitaa ot their k1n L™

e st



g pcreas}ngly ;@hvolve_d in. a varie‘ty -of eqont?!u 3

“Small ants, umny‘ ercially/
: x Y

-summex employment for c;:h wages. Locally owned\schooners

extent, the ‘Bank’ flshery. The constzu\:t'on of’ the ‘g

Fomiinication Aink

]ob oppértunitids, became. ava:.lable in other parts. of the

£ P \IlncE, local tra thons, linclnd).ﬂg f:rad:l. ional ouse” . .

.styles wexe slowly raplaced }ay elements of popular cultuxe.~

e fonomng chaptet Wil examine ‘the. evolution bt the




duuntt Staged ‘ot

Vt.emporary duéumg called’a -nn. Staqe one

sic’ houu type in the Bay

'thk,_/

ninateenth cehtuty was chara cenzLa by rapid changev

'pzobably Erqm ¢a,,1sso to 1 ' he! last hait 6.

a 1aw-—p,1tched roof,

the Last’ tzuly folk hause

L3 to ‘e conistructed. in, the axea. Two main c.,ri«;.en

] SRk ) fomulumg this typoloqy ) ‘that. each sqh.a was

cousxstently built as a s a::ucqu:e. (44] that older 3

sbyles were. enlarqad :o duplicate th.lsl new fom. Each “of




B all groups’ attemptmg to' estabush chemselves in'a

frontler environment resort to soime kype ot tempozary

& o™ . shelter. In -rnmty Bay, and elsewhexe in Newfoundland,
such structures weie caued tites (Plate 1). imhe wora T o ;

t;lt’ in S).xteenth and seventeenth century ;ngland meant

A hut, or teﬂ\pcrary sheltep’ on a boat (0.B.D.} ;323). . | v

T}ils latter ‘referenx:e may acgzounf for ms —‘popular1ty in l

Newﬁoundland, where fmhmg was the prlmary éccupation. In

Other parts of North }\mer).ca, the eq\nvalent form was usually

called.a’’ hancy",va word posgibly Of French or Gaelxc

'ecr,\,gln. Whatever its - etymology

the tilé, was ccmsttuctéd {

uutxal].y b)y trafisiont west Cohntry fxshermen to. provlde

shelter durlng 'the summer flshing season,- Yohqe descrlbes
5 e - A

ik const wetion by a grnup of Barnstaple flshermen on' the

vmare pemanent b me . wnuam muer, who*'settled in Random

gsound in 1857 wrcte

# L have jusb comp] ted - sfine \tilt nedr .a smarl
brock,. .and-sfhile’ ¥t lacks'the copforts-6f home
- it will servé uptil John.and T.can cut sufficient
: " +‘timber for the new, house which'should' not take;
- long 1f God and the weather contlnueé w;\éh us.

« J'Prnlate Letter, -William mner, 1357“ In pvs«!esslon
of tne authorié
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) " similar structures were used exten51vely by 2%
settlers duzinq the w;nter npnths when they moved ‘from ° b

"their pe: l\\anent homes to hunt, trap, Cut txmber and buxld

boacs.' Anspach‘ wnung in 1819, des:nbes in, some  a

the, houses ‘of: the common flshern\en and notes that‘

They [N undlanders] call -tilé: tempnxary log
‘houses ch they erect, in the” woods to pursue
their n(‘. x Occupations... (468), |

!

In 1836, _Archdlacon wix Vislted a &.ogglng camp at ‘the bottom
of Trxn:Lty Bay ana d recorded "fm souls cmeny f:mm New
Harbour for mm:e waz:k" and held a’ church’ Service 4n one .

of -the 'tllts' {6.\23) ..+ These  tilts were temporary

a well

helters ‘erected by \lumbermen; New Harbout ‘wa:

_established community, at-this time; ‘comprising. 26 houses in,
ail. . 2 it a g ®

Because of thexr temparary nature, few tilts xem‘m

in the Study area,. and thOSe stlll extant ate of" l‘ecent

constructlon. : There is, howeyer, a strong oral tradition

¥ reqardLng the tlll The s‘txuctu:e'varied sémewhsc in size '
uit

and construct on ‘did have some commnn charactenstxcs\

‘It was a smau, rectangular structuré pe ha s ho more than

10‘ xi 14' on the ground and. 5'-6' at’ the eave, covereﬂ Hlth

¥ low pigched gable—end roof. 'walls were constsucted. of

ve;:t:-c lly placed: rounded s ke, abutting: each other.

moss, old rope or other’ mater;als. .The vTrt'cal s(::.cks 3




fo:mmg the wallé ushauy rested dxrectly on (:he grbund, but»
grouhd sl].ls or loqs were occasmnally used: Tllts usually

‘contalined only one toom and access was by a.centrally placed

. £ront door:, o by a 6 T shorter gable end: THe door
'1tse1f was usually made “of deal bcard and was hung on,
Leather h1nges and closed ‘with a wooden latch. Wihdgis, $E. £
présent, were small a.nd unglazed. ' Inthe mneteench

cenr_ury, sn\all windows ‘were ‘sometlimes covered iith gzeased

- papet and pm;eeted on the exterxor by ‘a rotgh Viooaen . .
"shutter. : Heat was provided by an’ open fire ‘on a. hearih

‘located at the -end bf -the house. The smoke escaped thl‘ough

a h le 1n the roof In some tllts crude wooden ch1mneys

‘;'er ; constructed but ‘this practice was' not vudespread 1n

Tmnity Bay.. ’me roaf }nas formed of ).ogs or, rough boards

resting oh a. ndge pole. ama‘ then covered w1th bu-ch bark,

ot sail cloth,’ or any otnet Suikabie material‘ : ll‘ree
bxanches were: somacmas placed on. the Toof to: encourage an’

accumulauon -of 'snow>which, acted as»lnsula -ion aga:mst w:md

and’ frost. The qual,n:y of workmanshlp wvaried Some tilts

‘and were used for only.a short penod

were -éxti_:emely oxu

“of ‘time.  Others were more carefully constructed ana used

by the same logging crews Eor severa. wmcezs.

[ Jukes, -an. Engl.l.sh geolarglst who vlsited Trinity

L Ba.y in1840, ~descrives an abamloned :uc which had: "bee




: buxldxng (p-71) Bis descr ptlcn is An basic agreement

wlt'h the: oral e\udence. g

This [tilt] Sﬁs férmed ¢ trunks el placed
upright on. the ground ‘close together, with 8
larger ones. for- the cornér-piedes, and-a good
: strong: gable-end-Yoof formed“Sf a frame of .
. ‘rouphly  squared ‘beams.! The  corfer pieces. and L
|+ bealts were nailed together and the rest driven
tight with wobden wedges whérever necessary-
The interstices of those trunks which formed tHe
_walls wene ‘filled,up with moss tightly ramned
“'between them, and the .roof.was:covered'by long .
strips or sheets of birch bark, laid- tile-like i
_.over one .another | and kept down; by poles or i B
sticks laid across:them. “A space for & door is '’
left. in the middle of ore ‘side, and a-fire-place
is built-up with stones‘and boulders against one: |
end, ‘over which is.a space ini-the rodf.and-some S
boards nailed-together for.a.chimnéy. In-this i
‘way ‘a tolerable room, twelve or fourteen feet by
eight or.ten is formed, sufficiently compact to.
keep out wind and weather to-a certain extent.. (69

miive peviisesd o Tbnicy Bay until the twentiéth

century because they pxovmed adequate tempo:ary she'xcer to ]

- mlgratory fxshermen and permanent settlérs. when they n\oved

£rom their Howes ok extended periods. of time.. They:could

he b\ult \uckly using 1ocal materlal, and easily abandoned

v)hen no longer needed

'mopezn day tent, useful for temporary shelter, but’ hardly

adequate 4z desarable asta perm L ot




By 1800, there were ‘some 1500 people in Truu\:y Bay

¥and at 1east 250 houses there.. For more than a, century

these settlers had met the problems of hbuse canstruct:ton

).n a novel envirdmﬂent. A Local Eactars such as. cl).ma e and

- avauable “putiding materials as welT as Ghandes in daily

work and living patterns necéssitated adapting. ‘English

housmg nodéls to meet these new ccndltlons and- zyéa in:
the develcpment of ‘the first generatlon Trlmty/Bay House., :

CInoa sense if mazked: the‘trans:utxon Erom’ o pioneer  phase |
offettlemsnc. Permanent sett\lers in’ the ‘ray replaced ‘the
o w1th ‘this structure as soon as. they. were able o 1o

Moreover,’thxs structuzs became the ‘norm £or a.wave: of neyw

lmmigrant.s arrw;ng after 1800 Many of thesa new £

1mm19rants were poorly prepared to déal with the new '

gcndltlons. They' had h.ttle expenencr( buuamg huuaes

or other 5tructures< A honéland, Appzenuceé and

farm labourers ’were e).ther accomudated in the homes or’

] “Tmpmyers_er_the_la ter employed

propr).ate craftsmen to build small. cotta ges for'them

(Barley, 1561 2147= 250 Kerr, 1964. *186-, 202 Br\msklllr
i970x

164). Wu:hnut 1and or capu-_al the poor were cften

unable “to prov:de hmzs;mq for themselves. 50 e 1abourers i

d).d fbuxld cottagas cf cob on small a].lotments or” squatted i

‘on the commons. but they were a mxnotity. In "l‘xmlty an,

|
Records ot thi i onial: ofnce, 194 i3, Ay, pi3




N B © . as in the' ume].and, housing for ungze men’: (by £ar the ¥ -b "

th qroup) vas often mltinlly px_vvidad by the -
; / merchants or local planters. 'After /w0 or more years in
" Trihity Bay thne xeenuts were Eamlux with 1oc.1 g 5

/ .. -architectural traditions and, after making a ca-uz-ent to- .

S v el ] ently. ag self employed £i readily . .17 |

2o Eao accepted the style alwl p!oeeus of building e;tablhhed by

rlier uttleu
S

Field résearch has-shown that'in Trinity Bay the |
- s first generation. house-was & s.all single-storey, “o, el

reetlnqulu structyré \(ith a pelked mf,and loft (Platel

< 27°6.3). ‘The qu exanples of this house prmt to

S 3 1869 - raflect ths p:qblm of obtiining accun,tu dan

for the elrly nineuench mtury Numerous ex-plu of

.= " this house type were reco:ded tm oul deucriptionl o S S, i

‘four communities ‘under ‘study but wyere: onited -Erom: the a.u' i

g set (-Piq. 3 ) because. neither m date of conu:uction nor

&5 Barier lm:urato unnurgmgnts were avau' 18-

of ohly 672 sq. £t., a'widtn of 21°

a dap:%o' L i
ndow o of !
A s :

i SR :P!.oor area was ca].cu’laeed as 1% times:the qroum! 5 *
7 ﬂ.no: ‘area for the.first-and second generation, ‘and twice the
el 7 gmund £loor. fma(fox the thx,zd undl fe\lrth qcurluon houses. Sid




Plate 2

e B

First Generation Cottage, near

—
— — -

8¢

Trinity, ca. 1850.
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Plate 3 First Generation Cottage, near Trinity, ca. 1850 (Rear View).
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Ltk HOUSE TYPES DATES OF CONSTRUCTION il
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| i . 18407 7 iB60 - i8g0. - 1900 19201940 1960 -
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+ windows and a centrally placed do?x (Fig. 4) I'In thevd.lder 4
houses three winabis werle more, common: © The Fear door; '

entenng “the "lxnhay", was the most Erequently used. .'rhe E

11nhay, an idagé which '

‘an air lock pxeventmg cold air. frum errtet).nq the kxv:chen %

_'yhen the extenor dcor was opened. 'rhe hnhay’Qas usuall‘y‘ .
subdwmed mto t:wo cempartments, a: porch w;th a door .

1eading ‘o the outsxde and a’pantry with' an entrahce fxom :

., thet kltchen The pltch Of the linhay- roof was xdentxcal to.

. the’ slope of the main xoof ‘Bat there was usuﬂlly a

‘break in the roof nne, with the: J.mhay root al;}utt:u\g the

rear waLl of tHe house. about a, fcot below the eave., *

The floor space in the first generation house was R

& dlvlded 1nto tw ooms, A sually a -kltchen and a bedrcom,

_although the second rooim was occasmnally reserved as a o

i parlour, "ch.lldren nd unmaxned males - slept 1n t.he loft ) -

which was reached by wooden 1adder, or )ay a small sric168kd

'corner sta;rway leadmg from tl‘{e kitchen or’from the rear B

|
. porch.. The ﬂoor joxsts of* the loft were notchédvlnto the

 erbidh L inkudh ‘and wete sometimes placed three’ to fmn;.feec

below th‘e"wan ‘plate.to ii{ciea'sé'l-[eaé ‘room in the loft .

(Plate 2) .. The 1o£t area was 15t by one’. ox: two wmauws in

the qable endand was left operi-or s - partnwned Ante twe .

_separate rooms by a liqht ‘urtaun wall of vertlcally plaoed e




oot 1870-1960 % : {

VPO b e UL S
i e ok S pae Porlow : >
13 m_-em‘n : 2T feet

" Pigure 4 .




# - > p?nnkg.

s 1Y Ao
Jukes ‘gdescribed sleeping in a-similar loft
2 in i3y T TS T

I slept with uvenl uf the, male b:anches of ‘the
family in a long, low,.loft, extending the whole
length of the house, with-a range of narrow beds, ¥ 2
= or berths, along‘‘the wall on ope Side, and stores .’ " “
5, and provisions on ‘the other. A liftle window at o 3 o
¥ ope end let in light, and a trap-door or hnq:hwn
in ‘the middle of the. £lcor,, apﬂi!.ng xnto th o ”
o Kitchen bel.ov. let m:’u. s . e S

No dafmiu plttem'l& chunay lomz:::n could be
- elbthixhed.-epnr‘ﬁ{eplaees,

vful;,pzeaent 1n 411 ‘of t‘he
éazliar hnnsel. were replaced.by

LR |

& the first stove recorded ‘was at Englis| .lhrbo\u: in 1863 - =

|- and imneys were often replaced m,.wvépipu' 3
* . 'open fireplices were recorded from oral inf dhey. -

were located at tbe gahle e a‘of the house 1na,lda thg e
exterior wall.

. ’l‘hree were ‘of local s

md one vu b\nlt-
brick. Hhﬂe no exact muuxa-ents could ba

tak-n, they: appoat to haye been couxrhnbly uull.az uun




construction.- Boards were. not tonqued a gronved, however,

3 st.‘ibillty (Flate 7) "The _remaining studs were exther

effect a vooflen panel hétveen: the ised studs. ’l‘he “studs

unul the late nlneteenth century for mtexnal wa11 : o g B8

" but mere].y ‘grooved on both sides and, d by a 1ath or

spline runring the full Tength ‘b Fhe board {Plates '5 & 6.

other:examples thevvertlc‘ members were' merely sbutted fe
K

alls of

jdrned by shor't wood ‘aowels._ The external

"n fcmn “to- these : f[

strength. u§ua11y eve;y fourth ‘or ﬂfth stud .was dovetailed

dowelegi into the- 81116 allowed to rest 'on top, fornunq in’

wetaata both wldth andl ienqth,, depending on’ the timber. el
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" inch-board,’
5 "conétruction‘ in Trin‘ityl Bay

" houses;: The practice 'pers:.sted on ‘thé nerth sxde of the

.Bay’ iht

‘Fot exam’ple, ‘of. the 60 first generation Houses recorded, 45

Studding was. the first technique of wall

{

diies vere un e:sany'

studded as were the. majorlty of the First nezauon

£
he twentleth century but was not used for . house

constructlon on the south E dla Of the; Bay af? X ca, 1\370,' *

were of dde nst ..mn, the r maina X Eramed All of

thesefstudded houses were: recorded elther in English Harbour L

“orold: Bonavem;uxe on the ncrth sme ‘of the Bay. <k i o NOn

recoz‘ded. In the orlql.nal house there was a dlstlnct break

'exmples vere. recorded. Hayever, other examples ‘were

'between the’ main £oof and the rcaf ‘of the lxnhay but 4

“The 11nhay as an, appendage dxsqppeared and.-the poroh afea -

* the flrsc generanon huuse and " the davelopment of the. second i

 replacing the peaked roof’ thh a hipped roof (Plate 9), a

’l‘wo variations Of this first generation house wigre

examples were: recorded with continuéus, rear rafteré (Plate B

beca.me an -‘ntegral part oi the hcuse, addmg storage. space - .

“on boch'éhe Lovier anid ‘upper £loors: ‘I‘his‘roof line was a *

loqlcal structural smpnncacmn in the constraction of

‘the., f:u:st generauon house ana pra\n.des a clear link between

genex‘atlon saltbax style: s Eecand va 'atlon involved

roof style. found ‘onily in_ English Harhou# wheze welve

ol i . :










& Eust qeneratlon style in Txm;ty 'Bay.

E . Thé ‘common dwellings’ fonsiSt only of grdunes ' .7

recorded sutside the stud» area in Melrose' ana' Catalina.

TE was known 1oca11y as:a "cottage" roof, and wh11e the
earllest “exampie recorded was conﬁtructed in 19!54 oral

descriptions of E

fax’ hcuses ra,ndxcate they

Engllsh Hazbour f:fom ca.’1830", . ‘Although! vxsually {hfferent
“from’ the peaked

oof hause, the Eioor plan and qeneral

! dimensions wete J.dent;).cal, and .the- cottaqe roof huuse

.subsequently passed through a $imilar ser.\.es ‘of, mo phologlcal

chaﬂqes enqu 1n a cwo~senrey house W:Lth a 1ow pltched

BYE midal roof: ’l‘he 1ocal! populanty of the cattage roof

hou’se is dlfficult to explaln. It was ‘more d:.ffmult tli

'-const:uct than the more’ ¢ peaked ook taid; when G
coyered ’thh wooden smnqle 5, %

ubject to leakaqe where the
shmgles abutted on ;he four facets of the. roof. 1t 185 5
reduced this, lxvlng space on the sécond storey. @

i "There are. few, contemporary aescriptions. of Garly
first genexat:\.on- houses in Trinity Bay. Anspach} wnung

in 1819, pxovxdes a fairly detailed- descr1pc1on of thé

comlnDn dwelh.ngs" uf the fishermen, HJ.S desdrlp 'on s

'overgeneranzed but it is basmauy in agreement with the' §owl

\

‘floor, or at most of. one story, and the.materials;
except ‘the shingles, are the produce.of the .
Nevfoundland ‘woods; ' the best sorts are clapboard v -
on the outside; others are ‘built of 1logs left A o G 8
rough and ineven on.thel ide and outside, K
the ;nEersltices being filled up with moss, and




: 'Perlican, "Calculati‘ons based

:.back porch whzch was used as-a stox:age area for fuewoor],

genefally 1lined with boards planed-and’ tongued.
This filling. -with moss the vacancies hetween
-' ‘the :studs’ to-keep out the waather, is there
‘‘called chinsing.... ,They have only. one fire-
place :m a’ very. large kltchen v.. (467-468) .

The sécoﬂd 'Generacion. House*

By 1350‘, the’ f).rst generation onestordy house wn:h

" 16£¢  naa evolved inté' the second gengfation saltbox house:’

(plates 10 & 1175 e saltbox was proportionately

distributed in a1l four. communities. 18 in’ Engnsh Haxbour, »'

8 in old Bon,avenj;ure,,.lQ in Hants Harbour, and 9 in New

4 examp].es of cms style .

ot datlnq from ' 1865 to 1920 ).ndxcate :Lt was scmewhat larqer

in. size. “The mean average floor ared yas 869 sy £e. and:
had : an average mean w. dth of 24° ‘g and an avera‘e mean .
depth'of 22" 11" (qu. 4. wnne the ‘increase in“Eloor:.

space was no!: great, the sécond generation house was:

& ,censmerably more .spacious. The- house had hxgher ‘deilings’.

|

‘in the gro\md floor rooms and the ralsed front wall allawed

,for two full size bedrooms on the second floor: as. well as

two smaller skerage Foohs with sitping Loef. “The older i

examples of thxs saltbcx had anly one door wluch was. lg.catedl.-

at the gable end of the huuse. 'l‘h).s ddor opened into;

B water, and clot}'ung and gave access to the ku-.chen. The.










kitchen was' the mos' rt- houses. and %

*‘was used not only for’ céoking and eating, but for sewing,

| knitting; matting and a fost Of othet domestic tasks.’ The

. kitchen was also the social focus Of the house?

friends

‘and neighbours were entertained there.  The|parlour;was ' »
e : : : .

-used" lusively to e in® $ or local: (hgrutarxes

such as l:he clergqu,n, ‘or Eor "1ay:.m3 out" bodies grlor to

: . funezal. ‘later; a centx&lly placed’ front dcor leadlng tc {

a small antry uauauy 4! . x 4% was addad, qiving access tc
i

. the ’kltchen and tha parlfut and to the staizca:e 1eading~

f.n the second fleox | The: front door, howevyer, was rarely

3 used and was of.tan xnaccessxble, bsxng sevsral feet Off; u;e

qroumi, with no step. s s

|

nm.neen ex; les'bf' this second genezatio_n House

:ed at sﬁu:pen

mches but in older hou es ;.1: often varied ’[‘he earliest P
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" s period 5 settlement

n'émaller folk housés.' The relatively late’ o

uction’ 6f balloon £raning and the general lack B -
heavuy Eramed structures ql‘ve further evldence to the

ersal use of the séudd;ng techmque in the.earlier

The consc:uctmn of these eaﬂy’ frane hou}es

followed a set pattern. After a’sbitablé site w£ selected,

usuql}.y near‘ hhe ‘Slder £a!|uly home, the foundatlon uf ‘the M

od was removed

house was marked with wooden peqs and (£

,Houses wara usuauy orxentated to face.the, water, bm: on .

particuiarly exposed sltes they were sometimes arranqed 50
" itne })ack of. the house fazied the dlrectlon of the prevailing

“winds. Houses wers built.as close £3°the qrcund s szsibl

End x‘ax‘ely contained cellars. Ground:posts were tamped:

xnto holes duq in, the qround and were braced wlth rotk il

= Larch was us’uany seldcted for’ posts vdeauay 16 48 mone b ! 5

stam: to moisturé The posts were often placed in.

pairs, with'one post’ notched :anard and one outward to hold 4
the. sleéper - (Plate 18) which pas 1aid on ‘tog of theseJ
: posts. .In the smaller houses the elwere only three sleepers

dt the front, centre .and: back each squared on the top and

bottom-but “left round on ‘thd sides and:running the full

Width of thie hous

cn top af the - aleepers and runmng in
the apposlte direction, were, the joists which ca:ned the' -

gloor. The joists yere Fdias fmm smilier spruce 1oqs, ' F




Plate

14

Foundation of Third Generation House,

English Harbour.



" sheetad withsa double thxckness»qf half-inch board’ with the

which were ~hammezed 1nt<z holes' dnned by’an ‘auger through’

. the joists S lntf,o the sleeper& Trunnels were hand—made

“Rome SR TobE boardsYarien in Length: Bt were jsually

. joined on the centré:joist. - Pihe looring was pteferrea

.arzied on joists afnxed %o the upx.lght sfuds: . 'The flcm):

: B g

Ctrimmed ’on 'top and bou—:om- with ahn axe. They were affixed”

to the sleepers with 1" wéoder "trunnéls; (tree nallsl

from pine or spruce. 'The floor was thén laid ‘on top of the

Joists with ‘the boards. running parallel - e St of the

but was not'always availaﬁle. The sllls were made of 4" X 4"

spruce of fu laid dirsctly on the joists. Usually, tha Sl

51117 merely ‘abutted and Waga nalled!to the ]custs. on the

north side of ‘the Bay,.

owever, where ‘studding persisted, . ,

corner:; notching Was a''common: practice even after the - |

ntrcduct}.on of ‘frame cnnstructlon and the vertical studs

were tenoned into: the sifil. . The se}cond—scorey floox wzs

joists were 2" x e" Bine or £ir plank et on two foot:

centres and

an.the length Gf: the house. They were. covered. ;
on- the top w1th ineli board dnd leﬁt expo &d. in"the. qround
floox‘ .rooms. Extex'inr walls wete sheeted On the Outslde 3

with'ipch bogrd, “then clap}:oarded or shlnqled (Plate 15). '

Shinqles were not often used because they were expensive to :

buy and. time consuming. to apply. Inside;. the wallswere

*seams overlapped, - Exterioriwalls were approximately SiX .




Shingled House, Clarenville, ca. 1890.

Plate 15



A3

e

‘were Of vertxcal plank. constJuctlon

‘p1ate, L 'x 4t ‘nailed to. ]the top ‘of e _upright studs,\ k]

“horizontal run af 125 though it was occasmnauy séeepsr‘
“Rifters were sheetea on, the outnde wa.th 1nch boards ‘placed.
. side by’side and mnmng honzontany alonq the roof “ then -

'covered with pine sHingles 18" % 6" With a o = 137 o tlap.

“'recorded. The most common -chimney o) "tun® was -of crude

inches thick and it was a common practice to place sawdust
or wood, shavings, b’e’tween the walls for insulation. When no . s

insulation ‘was used, there was a slgnxflcant heat’ 1oss i p

"throuigh these walls making- framed Kouses ‘more dlfflcult to

heat than studded houses. Interior walls, as noted ea_rlle_r, s

The roof ‘rafters of "couples’ resl:ed on a

I |

Rafters were not usually braced but vere nailed where they

.abutted at ths ‘peak for—extra strangth. Whl&e rxdge poles

were usuany used i ‘tnts and in outbml ,q‘s,_,\:hey were ;. |
ok génerally uséd in ho\lses. The' pifch of ‘the roof was

generally "six on twelve® indicatinga rise of 6 for a

The ‘peak of the 'roof was. covered w:.th a; saddle bc:ar_

lorig pieces of plank :unmng the 1ehqth of the,ridge, and
naued ‘together: into a V-shape: )
L 1f the housé was o conta.\n a chmnney. it was built

after the roof yas canstructed but before the intéricr work

was completéd. -Two types of interior Ghimneys' were w0

brick construction, ustally 2" x 2' JNI' x 3', which -

w2 b . = = R : s




at thiis soint to carfy the weight. A second chimn

years.. Raising . 2 house to a iuu two—sto:ey sf.ructuxe,

'stova on the ‘lower floor (Platea 16 & 17). “

! rested girectly on ‘the grouad ‘floor ‘at the centre of the
house and extended approximately 2* above the peak of “the -

" rcof.. - Stones. were sometimes placed under: the f],oax joists

type.

’,qanmon on “the north side ., oi the bay ‘extended. only to the

_cexhng of. the ‘second floor whars .it.was connected to the

stove on the lower ‘floox Ly a stove phpe. However, stove

pipes of«;en “replaced chmneys entirely in folk houses.

fu—st or second qeneratxon house was a common pract:ce’

“In a1l ss houses were ramed to duplil:m:e newer
* styles.. 'I‘he .average age ‘of" the 1n1tia1 house at the tme

‘of enIargement was 40 years'with a range from 15 to 75

rather  than amndx.nq it hor:.zontally, had two ma]o: i
advaptages: (i) the second sto}ey xncnased the floor

space significantly b\lt d).d‘;no(: anlarqa tha area of. t:he

= roof, an impoznm: consxdsq‘tion when shingles ve:e sither k
* difficult. to make .or expénsive to bny. (ii) the sgcon\i- .

_£loor rooms could be asily and ec#nmically heated Erum .

Y. . [The. metives fcr raising'.a houaa are complex. “The

ptocess, may- be Viewed as a smple funcuon ot ,modemxzatlon

\ the ‘last quarter of the ninetaenth centnry many
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Plate 16 House Raised From Second to Third Generation, Heart's Content.






and maintenance. . After 40 years, most homes in ixin}pjy Bay
‘req ired major repaus, especlally the roof. which tended
r'to sag aha leak from expasure to’the seyere Newfoundla}hd

A clmate._ When' questlnned abou‘t their motives: for Taisin

‘homé but' also r_he :‘esponsnphty of: lockmg after h1s

. hnuse further encouraqed renovatzon and tepair

SRS 1)
G

the roof was cff

and e jus} raised her up wh,{l‘

fact tha houses were usually ralsed when they were a

Little less ‘thari ‘two generat1ons old may suggest- :ha\‘: it

was the second generation i hab).tants of; “the orlqlnal house

Who' made the declsion to. enlawe. ¢ In, '{’rinity Bay, .the,

_youngest “Son ttadn‘.lonally mﬁemted nct cnly the fanu_ly

famuy a “placed:

col‘lsxderable preséure on 1wmg and prxvate space +in’a smal].

‘home, Raising ‘the old house may. have been’a’  Gonscious,

'effo:t to! increase 1iving space without the expense or

boqher of constructing a new-home., The reluctance cf older 3

couples' to leave the old" famny hnme and to rove ‘into a new

'9n1fxcant ccr:elaticn could be Euund between the number




" The Third Generatior i uée. =

i StTL

'recorded “dating fro?n,/TBB9 t

“ wall ai the saltbcx was raise

"By 1890 the cmx\e generation house had developed

‘£rom. the’ carlier salthox) It was s Full two-storey -

ture with'a peaked ra\o flat xear extension

v(Plates 15 19, Fifty- s\g examples ‘Of this, house were -

1935. (Fig, 3°). The mean-

averaqe £loor area'was 110 §q ‘£t and had an average

wldth of 24'7 and an averzg \depth of 22'1" (Fig 4):

“To! craate th).s third- z rj\eratxnnwhéusje fonn the' rear

\ 5' ~'6" and ccvered w).th a

flat roof abuttxng the ‘m:

l\ope ot the roof.: Given tHe

form.of, the saltbox, this solu

on to- the pmblem of

|

increasing. the 11vmg space of ithe house was econom;cal in

terms of’ both material and labo,ur. wmla it @id mot/:

ncrease the Eluar space of: th

generatxon house" chsJ.derably more spacxous on- the second

. £loor Which'now ¢ontained. four bedrooms and a‘central hall. -

,Of the 53 secona'qeneracicn houses recorded;.l6 were raised’

to duplu;ate th15 form. Lt e N

id present some strnctural problems._ The

I

The plan:

'welght Df the zoof was now carrled on a ledger beam whxch

extended the lenqth of the house and resr.ed on .the, 1nt¢r10r

“Frlght studs. The arranqemen(: llm-lt;ed the slze of the y

~upstairs rooms by makinq,xt dxff:tcult to move Lntex:l.or

‘partitionsi ‘Tt would hava 'been lmposs:Lble to dgv 1°P thls_

ouse it aid make ‘the thmi’
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Touse was developed

"L tpitd

type of Toof had not ‘roofing felt been introduced to the :

area:’” The almost €lat section of raof at the junction poknt

thh the peaked’ roof- wap dlfflcult to keep wateruth even

“With flexxble felt. “Shingles wére totally inadequate Ecr

this :ear section but ccntinued to be useq ‘on: the peaked

section: of the zook 1n'all other details the cmrd

: genexation house and the Baltbox were Simila Y

The Fcurth Géneratidn House

‘ties inherent.in ‘e thu‘d generamon house ‘foim

s’Td This house was a two-storey, rectangular

,wmhx «gentral front door, five front w1nﬂaws4 and

‘construction mateual than the oldexf ‘more steeply
¥0of and was more accdusiiile when repairs were needed‘ Ik
wag- alsg less exposed to the wu.d. Eightyzeight Exa.ll\ples cf

this fourth generatlon house were reccrded dating from 1572

~fourth

and vias popular in a1y’ £6ur Communities.,

house',

a low

d roof : Plates _20 & '21) . The roof nsed less

pitched ]

to 196.\. Three, examples of this hcusa predated ‘the f:u'.‘st

recarded thl.rd generatiqﬁ house. A].lﬂwere recorded in Old

and may

P nt early ‘local: deveiopment by an

i i’ndiviahal family. ‘There is'a strong ‘lotal. ;radxtion in’ om

Bonaventute of small. houseB built in the nineteenth century

“with "boat roofs" . ".These. oofs’ have ‘no peak it ave tounded




L

Plate 20 Fourth Generation Two-Storey House, English Harbour, ca. 1915.



Harbour, ca.

1915 (Rear View)
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P

. xntroductmn

(from Zave'to! eave. :rne style); hcwever, was’not widely

acJepted untn ©a. 1900 and ‘is Cleatly-a structural

" development. from ‘the t}urd generat on’ Eorm. It was somewhat

smallet in-size than the [thizrd qenezatlcn ho‘use thh a mean -

averagé floor area of' 1004 (5q.Ee and alerage width of
f 24'3" dnd- average depth of 22'2" (Fig. ar. a majur
innovatlon in the four'th generatmn hoiise was' the

a cent:al hall to the»basl.c floot plan

Scme t)-u_rd gsneration houses did have 'a’ central hall but

tms ‘was not _common. .in che older homes.‘ The fourth g B '

generauun house became ublq‘ultous in T.rlruty Bay after o

1900 but decli?xed rapj.dly aiter 1940 J.n Eavour of . t}re

popu)ar urban mquxea one- stcre}l bunqalow“ Seven f).rst.
generaticn, 20. ‘Second generation, and 24 third generatl.an

houses awere rpisgd (:o dupl.lcate th!.s furm. Technlcall¥ the .

.- third, generatxpn house was not "raxsed" although’ the term

was usually eh\ployed when descrlbmg alterations ‘o this -

_-house. ;{t was reroofed but tnis dig notincrehse thé £loor

i space or the helght of the walls. " OF. the 25 examples of .

mhe fourth gereration house co‘nstructed after 1’946 23 weré

originally seccnd or th;rd generation houses reroofed to

-’ duplicate this fom. It was,.in: effect, a- catchlnq up

process by those 1ivmq in olde hcuses to a style of

constructl\on which had already becclne Dbsolete.




F’ig. 5 sho\ws r.he number oF houses recorded in - ‘each’

“of the our communities betweer 1936 and 1935. Theé nét '.

‘anrease in the coéal number cf houses in each communi.ty 15"

1nd1cated, buf. thexie is"no .'Lhdlcatlnn as to how nrny new - v n

- fouses e 4

‘houses ‘were constricted as’ ieplacements £

,prequsly xecordei Not do the census data pro‘hae aity [ o

) n\iormatlon on the size’or style if individual buudmgs. L B

Fig. 6, whigh'was cionstructed From £ield aata, undlcates the
'chrcnclogxcal range of ‘sach house type. *The. terminal, dates

.lndlcate the tlme of cohstzuctxon, not demol).tion, -of &

‘aweumq. When data for]thev four commnmmes are aggregatéd,

,the fnur: house types fall into definite 'canstructmn penods

(i) First generat;\.on cottage E 1935-1910_ 1
() Second generation salthox ‘.1?65—1920‘ : y
" ‘W (ub Th!.x‘d gem{ratmn moaulea ;alcbox 1590#1935
! (iw) . Fourth qenerauon flat Xoof ' 1870- 1960.° b

!
. Both oral and archival referencés subh .as Anspech'

-1819 de.s,crlption of the commo?dwellans of. the sishen?ren :

_suqust that the. tempc:al zange, Gf ‘the fust generatl:m

house extended Back at least -to the eighteenth cen{u?x butf

- there 15 no full deacz ption cf thesa eé\;ly struotuzes for 1

"the pre—-lBJO pexiud i, they are theref‘c e excluded from the |

data set. Huwevex, na other house tyl:e was recorded £or che i e
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" i perma pnor to . 1860 and it is nkery that r_he flrst

generation house was the ubanltous style, omly in 014

Bonaveritute was “the chzonolchcal sequence. of house styles

dxszupted (Fxg. 6). + There the 1n€rcﬂuct1on ‘of the* fourth

the chri generation by 25 yeass.:, This anomaLy may sm\ply

réflect a lack of adequate data ‘but it would a pear more.

B o this house styleL the earlxest fourth Igenezancn ho

& old Bonaventure (edated a11 x‘ecorded thxrd generatxon ]

houses in the.study aked. The date of ¢ nitial [acceptanice

"ahd the ultlmate dlsplacement of ‘each h{f:use style vaned

lxghtly‘from commiinity. tocommufiity as 'dia the peno of

7)

the dnt ary bunqalow.

ve: xithples oF Enis
"l fourth gen;z/atxnn house deyr

23 SF. tpém were reanated third genérat:].cn houses

The

€/£0)
i (
i ration cottage in'each of the foul: settlements is
dncezcéin. How'eve’i, the second and third genexacmn house

“Eour settlements only ﬁfteen :
o

o i

ion House - three examples {5 atre preceded thag.of -

11kely ‘that 1(: resulted from ‘an early local development of i

¥ until 1900 and’ v sm! papu]ar after 1940, bemg replaced by £
ere recorded after 194n put s

r the 1ntroduct10n anrl qehaxal acceptance Of the fxrst 1
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i . 80

years after bemq ;nltially mtzoduced to th\g area - and the

lntxcductxon -of the fourth generation house style

Wil Gt
§ exceptxon of the threé eatly examples in 0\1.:1 Bunaventure

i
bted eakner - £ollowed a similar patern., Th‘e rate of °

sé tlement. The :mx:e rapld rdte cf house replacement on'

cf a\ new style over Dlder‘ Styles O}x the north side~ cf the

‘pericd:18 7~1sz1 €nd cens\usas record ‘the number of "Houses L
now B(uld%“g" in each’ census yeaz 1In’the ‘two - commumtpes‘

‘6n the sout}x sme of the Bay, Hant‘s Ha.rho‘ and New

Perlican, thé average ratel

construction was 12 houses

s year in'e ch community, as. ompared %6 2:25 houses on
1 H

: the north side \of the Bayi The nore rapm popu: }atioh

. 1ncrease on_thé south slde accaunts1 in paxt, for the hlqhet Ko

*.. anrual rate of conscrucncn, but - does mt explain ic

! agtirely.j-For example, in 1654 Hant's Harboir had 134 ¢
N i &

‘houses and 23 "houses now building", yet in 1891 ~the- total

numher of houses had iin{:x'ensed to only 136 indicating. that '




at least 21 older homes had been zeglated in, this “seven- year- g

permd. The lower avetaqe annual rate: of constr\:ctzbn Dn

3 the norhh gide of the Bay suggests that Lndlvldual houses

B e’ ‘may have,persisted for.a- ‘Longer . pediod of Eime, befcre beixf.g
J replaced By a new home The ({onstructlon rate of 12 houses™

per year calgulgted for Erajeput s:uie of the pay..is vety

hl.gh. If th:l.s ate were ma).n(‘.«‘llned all hcuses in the

o - commun:l'ty would be: replaced in 1ess than fifteen years.

s .ot

The’ meanmg cf “the te}:m "lcuses noy. bml‘ .nq

def-lned and may “ihel de older hcm\es under xencvatxon

-Cextalnly such! a-rapm rate of construction’ is not vy

suhstantlated by actual. fxeld Dbaervatxcn. While the fe

introductidn of rew Touse styies scgurred !rapuny after .

18707 ‘there was c‘onslderable »oveclappmg of styles between

lB 5 and 1905 partlcularly if nne consxders‘,“:he Bctual

bulldinq process  (Fig. 7). ourmg “this per.\od ‘the’ First and .

I /e 4] seeond generation House styles declined in. popuxancy but it

“pot until 1900 that !he!number of: new thix‘d anid’ fourth

ge}‘leratlo houSeS exceeqed the numbera of houses constructed

"’n anearlier s:yle. ‘erld data would suggest, howevsr,

t:he perlod 1580 1900. FrDm 1384 to 19017 fax‘ exa.mple' the .

total nm\\ber of house

nly 31, yatihe: ‘new housmq starts were: recorded 'the

weze be).ng q\uckly




replaced by new and larger houses: | The’ pra]cess of " o i

innovation and. zeplacemem: in Trinity Bay architecture is

] complex‘ Archlval and field data are’ useful in

: reconstructlng ‘past. housmg pracnces but of)fer itdle B
\

t into the’ many social’ and-economic factors wmoﬁ o
o

.\nfluence the Lndlvxdnal decision to build a. new hoﬁ\ or = 3 %

Jinto the deslqn pmcess. Iir Tr)nlcy[Bay, however, it would-

appear thac social zatner than-edonomic factors were more

; dummanc. A house was usuauy constructed by the owner .

. wn:h help frcm other mem.bers of hxs fanu.ly and usl.ng tlm.ber .

‘which they. cut’ “and sa»(ea themselveéx The house represented.:

a’considerable’ mvest ent’ in terms -of labour but the’
I

econmnxc .1nvesr_ment was\not qreat. .Certainly one could not il

T \ﬂexplaln vanatmns in th\e .Cond ‘third, 'and fourth

e : qeneratlon houses in echOn\lc terms for all. three hmuses L

; wer\e approximately the same size and requxred similar amnunl:s

.made new ~hoiize types more: attractive ana p].ayed a crnucal

[ 0% wole in their initial acceptance and- subsegient. popularlcy. 4, bl

‘Such soc:.al faccors, however, are dlfflcult tol evaluate

especlally for the earller period lof" settlemenc and thel.r

exaéc role 1n the desan px:ccess ,15 not cleatly understood

vl » MR g A




‘The  following, chaptes will cmiséder.the Téots of < i

Trinity Bay and- the effect of “subsequen

FolK nousihg

deve}opment in, thh Enqland and Nozth ‘America
s lowe

»azcrutectura

n lolcal bulldlng pract).ces. »




CHAPTER IV

. THE RQO'I‘S OF" FOLK Housmb IN TRINITY BAY,

'thouh detalled research into the archltectural

.tradxtmns of the Boudae area of the 1n\l|\lgrants,‘1t is,

dlfflcult to.estabkish® the ante;

. £ formsrfor the: myriad

neteem:h centurles was nevertheless degply rooted in the e
'Engl).sh vernacular tradumn. Clear paxana],s exist between

'1oca1 archltact ral tradztlcns and. those foun

in the. west.

of England but there are also s\:ronq parallels with

. developments: in cther parts of North America, especially in -
areas settled by British people under fauly elnlia ¥ ¢

erivironmental and economic conditions.’ This &hapter Wil

consider’ the role of external and internal ihf1venoes i

the develobment of folk housmq'wichin £he éa‘y as expressed + -

| inthe exterxur form, * canstrucﬁlon mateuals and techmqués

iof cunstructxon

'therior'

X

elsewhere “in Newfoundlanﬂ fx:om the mxd—seventéenth {:entury

as tempcrary dwellmgs by flshemen and by settlers engaged




in trappmq, wood cutting and_boat buudinq during the. T

 Algock) ‘1969

uslng wood [Father chan ture or bt mlts were auiekly’ b

.6n the pax:t cf the builde{ and few tools

- (:he ton. oF 4.p nt cottage.-- The 51milax‘1ty(o£ ol

wmter m:m{:hs. The rectanqular floor: pgan, smgle room
e

gahle—end hearth, ~and floor area were suanar crude

labogners h both . Devon " and D,orspt (Ba\;ley,,l%‘l‘: 249-50;

1(‘)3—'4’). Whatever the formal pai‘a‘l]}.els},“ b ey

howevet it -is difflcult “to, establlsh tha - the WEEt Counhry

huts are Ll.n)(ed r:f)nceptually to'the Newfoundland Tilt “-Both

Old and New wm:la stmct:ures were' a, product oi pmneer

expedxency, and the sunxlanty of such a bgsic fcrm uas

Faced thh t}'}e

probably more foztm:ous than des).gned.

extreme demands of‘a frontler economy, . the- euxly settlets B,

had Little ti unstruct a, permanent “home befote the

bégifining: of. wintey. Nor vere they familiar wlth e

env;rcnmental cond;uons‘ok w1th ](Dcal constructmn methods

constructed using unpzepared 1ogs and _&equlred lxttl skxll_,

As a xe:ult,

most settlers .adopted -the tilt as/a tempnraxy shelter while

they familiarized themselves thh local envuonmental‘ .

conditions, cleared 1and. and prepared sufii 1ant timbet for




- ﬁchapter 2) And i th

a Cnnception Bay and

cultural transfer fxcm the Old World. 4 ,v‘
UThe Tilt was succeeded, in Tdnity Bay by a- small ',
one—storey cottage with'a lofer Bntecedents “for both the

basic: foin - mcmqu *he - rectangildf #1da plan, chirney

location, yindow plhcerent. and steebly p tched r60f =

anid: construct:.on techniques, such as vertical smadmg, .

shlnglzng, and ‘roof. btaruﬂg, of ‘this Cottaqe .are tc be found 1,
Ain; the Nest CQuntry fxom at least the late: medleval perlod

and still survive there (Person ‘1 observation, 1974}

Howevex‘, local envxronn\ental cundltlons nﬂ thc absence’

- OF unsultablllty af sith txadlt;onal West Countty

. constructmn matenal as’ coh. stone, slate, and thatch

necessltated changmg oid world ptactice to meet the T T oeth

i CDl‘IdlthnS of the New World. SLl\ular cottages were

constructed by English & ttlexs in bhe Merican Seaboard
Colcnles in the seventeenth centu:y (Sh\lrtleff 1939.

J
_encan Southern mouncams in"the

e;zhteem:h an nlneteenth, centurles (Glassxe, 1968 351]‘

Nor vas: the' -fust qeneration cottaqe found - i’ Tr&n.\.(:y Buy

umque to tHis area. slmuar\cottages were’ conunqn

nother’ parbs of Newfoundland “in ihe ha

mneteenth céntury. In bobh the Old and New Wotld such N g




or shed to the rear cf the house. In Tnmty Bay, the’se

appendaqes are ca].led unhays" " THe addxtxon of a lean—to

- was’a traditional |o0ld Country. n\ethod St enlarging a; smali’’

<" house :in- the seventeeqth and exghteenth centune; (Batley,

or tools (Alcock, 1963‘ 1L7=, 130) .. The Newfoundland szsh,

who borrowed the ~ concept from the English, used the lmhay
bto shelter farm anxmals, but there is no ev:.dem:e that, the
Linhay was' used for. th15 purposé \;y the Engl).sh settlexs in .

’Txxnxty Bay (Manmon 1974)

‘The inmediate antecedem:s for the “seSond generatxcﬁ
saltbox house.in Trinity B‘ay are dlfﬂ.cult to establxsh. )
.The £orm may have’ developed lccally as a Loqmal method of -[ :
f ncreasmg 11vxng space 1n the flrst ‘generation cottageA
Certainly, many, snall ccttages were eix}.ézged in the Alna "
teenth century. - However, the vide \ilstrlbutlon of ehe
’saltbox form, both in Bngland nd m Amerma, would’ suggest -
that It was not. whelly a local, development. While' menncal

in external form, thE 'New England saltbox was \lsuﬂlly much

laxger ana reached its peax’of populanty between 1725 .ana

ntu:y before the form was wxdely accep€éd in

:'K‘rlnity ray Pillsbury has suqqested tha; the New Enqland
saltbox evolvad fz‘om the two—stcxey garfcxsmn hcusT

(1970 25) but this latter fom had no counterpart in




: usually located, at €he gable end of the hiouse. The style:

Trinity Bay. Moreoverl ‘the larqe central ch:\mnel_

g’h;za_cc‘ 1s;1c of the. New England Satetok was replaced b

‘an 'i:on stove ‘with a‘small bnck»chlmney 6r stove ‘pipe’

’was familiar to the new settlers arnvmg in ‘the area after

1800 and smular stzuctures were . pzobahly b\.ult at Tn.ni(:y by

carp ters. for merchahts arld other prcfessional “people.

prior to the general acceptance of the furm in ‘the, smaller - -

outport settle‘h\ents.‘ a5 e S A e 3y, B el
: / &

The third and fcurth generation. Ouses An Trlnlty

"‘Bay, when consxdered Withln the dcntext of broadedr

arc}_uteccpr@l dgvelopment should perhaps, be viewed as | ", 4 ..

- alterations’ to the basic saltbox £érm.: .The mew. roof lines

did ot incréése"the"'ﬂoox:space nor alter the Basic fidor

‘plan of these hcuses. { 'The .1ow pitched raof of. 'ch‘e‘faur’th :
'genetatmn hcuse may have developed as.a 1ogma1 structural . e

s:.mplif:.catxoh of the thitd qeneratlon roof but :Lt is more

probable that this roof style was 1nsp1reﬂ by . s:mnlar shed- ..
roof houses ‘constructéd, in St.. John s in the’ 1as: quatter / R

of he n:.neteen{h centur

. Similarly ' the Mansa_rg] roof,. ' i

* which was ‘introduced ifito St.. gohn's a‘fcer-iam',' é‘iffﬁsed

oK1y to"the outports’ but } had little subsequent effect on,

the evolut1on of: the Trlnity; Bay hause (0" pea: 1&74)




byt % oo ot

T ; Like their metican \mﬂmtarpnrt- t.he icht seitiers:

1n Txinity Bay i.medntely adoptsd nauva wood as - the no.: “ % --:
- readily’ -vnmm ana env.izomentally suitnhle ""F'm{ um- I
:t.. - - which to construct tf:eir homau. ‘In Bnglund, “ouk was, the , *.
R trnditional lu_terial forl:eavy fruinq and this preference
- o .was retained Xn&he mucan ‘colanies (Kelley, 1924: 3).
. - _oak was mvulable ip'Trinity Bay. The pnfounauna forest
. < ‘was prednxnnntly l}:unte_d spmca and. £ir \dt\i a small amount
*. . of pine. While spruce and fir vere unsuitable for Heavy e

t'ruinq, they were Ldeauy snited for vertical stud..

¢
comtxuetxon, pa:uculaxly vhen( uad tn wnst!uct small one-

. : storey | cottnqes. 'rhid may accouht £cx the reintroduction .
‘and subsequent petlhtence of thia uciem: conléruction G
tcchnlqua in the Bay. Ceztai.uxy, the - stunted trees of 3 ot

. eastert wnirfl;z_-nﬂxma ere: 2eusl suited: tq horizontal log :
Fomstruction because of ftheir'small size, but the absence
of this. trazdition in Trinity Bay is perhapu as much a
mtlaction of the, hutctic 1solanon of sastem Ncwfoundundl 5"
£m magnland North Amerﬁca vhere horizontal: 1og walls were ‘' -} I

popular during eha n-ont : eza. Hnrizoncal lnq walls wex-e L




the excluslve walling method. The'oriqins of vertical l‘gq.

ugn “in Newfou en;md are uncertaln. STt may represept

the. re.\ntroductxan of a medieval Enghsh \construcuon

techmque by f1shezmen in the sixteem}h cem:ury cr,the .

technxque may have been: hon‘uwed from the Prennh who used a

similar techniqus ©of construction, goteaux en terre or

. pieux en tgrre, elsewhere in North Amerlca (Kn:v.ffen and .

Glassle, 1966- 47).' The most pl.ausxble explanation is i:hat H

vertical tmbenng is’an adaptatioﬁ tc\ the typs of . timhex g

available for constructmn in Newfoundl nd. ’hlts were : :

genarally constructed nf unprepared round stxcks us\.\a.L v

e ‘directly’ on’ the gmund ‘In more pérmanent’ structures 8

e . the Vertical studs were prepared with

n axe.or pit saw and- v
.set into a sill. T

£o Newfoundland:

.placed. 14" it

{usual studs were. found i.n-the' E cencuky"nm‘ rican

colemes (Kelly, 19243 40~ 41). but the :meedlate antecedents

for th:.s construutxon technlque -are uncleat.\, Kn ffen

E Bua.ld:.ng with closely set Verncal némbers. is’ so
. widespread in-America and 50 -varied- in detail as
¥ to-suggest- that,any - cSmmon origins must be in a N 3

remote Europedn, concept (1966 40- e

In England tha older the woorlen structutes the moxe closely

w =L spaced ere the vextical studs ~ In the eleventh centu:y




- example of Greenstad chuxch Ess’ex, the, studs form a soiid

se ' for éxternal walls before the sixteenth eentnry it

a5 B . was retaxned un€il at least the ‘eighteerith centuzy “for

mterna.l room partitions. Boards were” set up. vertxcally
‘on a sill, each tongued. and grocved to: in:‘ into its i * by
46) ..

l' N nexghhou:, and was callef \apbuardi g (wood, 1965

In North Amenca, clapbo; rdz. g Te: n—ed/ +o hoards Whlch are
ader’ board.

hon.z ntally “set;’ the Bj\qlish equiv!lent ie

studdinq tepreaents ‘the” adoptwn and

et iide, pcssibl‘e that
adaptaticn of. thiu olid Harld 1nter10r K

onst:uctxon

technique to erect excenJZ walls, in an axea whern wood ‘was

74 abundant and cheap. ¥ l E

3 AR A evo. hwever, ey fxam!.ng had begun to
o replace studding’ as the nomal constxuctlnn tec)mique for " . 2

. small hous!s. Balloon fl.‘a.lunq did not develop unt).l Fﬂ:ez o

0= " 1330 in the lmer!.can seaboard séaceg and was not populu
2 ST Ao - there until atter 1 §i1 (KAifFen, 1966: ao—ss), Rempel
: 3Lves ‘a date, o: about 1880 foriits introduccion and s

This con sfxqction

adopuon in' om:ano (Rempel 1967 “1139)

tecﬁmque was yaad An ’l'rj.nxty Bay on).y t\ienty years after
. xt becume pepula: in the Unxt d’ States and at approx;.mately
t:he same t:ime a it\ ‘was, introduced into tther areas. of
i in St.

John s,

eastem Canudé s It was’ pzcbabl fust us




PO studs ; F

“(Fiel Research, 1971—72) .

Dthex‘ technologlcal 1nnovatmns were readily
,aesuulated mtc :I.o::a) buildxng practxce 5 Ixcn stoves. .
began. fo replace open fire‘p' ‘ces by tha‘llﬂs

prccess became common: in, “the’ Maritimes, 5 L

years after :h»

_ahd rocfing felt largely replaceﬂ wooden shmgles as the

dom:.nanb roofing- at 1 not long a!ter 11: became papul.ar

1

“on the. mainlan




Enqliah arnaculu azchn:ectuxa of that pe:u:dl
chaxactenud by a variety X £ fom _Cottages were mn

1n the hameland but ccmpr ed unly. one £ cec of t.he Englxsh

vernacular uchitec‘urul tradition,. Yet dm:an r.he pionee: [

stage of uttleme.nt‘ the smau, one-_or twnr-room cot age.
_was estabushed as . the nlmost: exclusiva house type

Tfinit1 Bay. It wis mouc 13




. saltbox and the,n into-a full two-storey house. Whue th1s

: it occurzed :er Newfoundland At

. Bntish stoc

The., altbox Eorm was a coﬁmon featnre cf' anlls

date.

and vag i

rthe ﬂzfﬁuslon éf new xde 50 mrto_the area. .iNo style, v

l:he exdeptio

ef the first generation house, remaxned

s and the apparent

he 'tenac:.ty‘ of "




B T

individu-l n..mcmmn rather than the oencinubd populu‘ity

7 of-a particular njyle of buijding. The: trudxnnnal . %

: hnigues of 1, hos 2 shnued great condnuxty'

trom the uru.nt paxiod‘of settlement. The wnez wis ‘the £
bui.lder and he. cot ‘and prepared [his own timber, -e1ectea the >
site, and conttxuctqd the house with hdlp fron. fuuly and

itiend‘ 'm- bulc tom cf e hQIlle was kncnm to ,uu .and

style devemped and uu -aintah\ed Sn 'l::int.;y Bny, the "area
*" was pot entirely 1 B G

by elsewhere:in. .. .

D llorth America and zngland. 'technolbqlc-l 1nnonﬂ.onl auch -
.' : | as vbaum framing, it!m stovgs, and tnoiing hlt vm

: !deHy u:m1nted 7:?9 Tocal Building peactices - with ' 1itt1a

qeogzaph*ic ‘location” of Trinity Bay

(RE vom: tha odq. of xorth n-a:xca is rcﬂ. ted by the tig: lag
in the innoution—cu.tf\uxon process. i oy

From at least éhe mid-eighte century, el
i os the popular ehj.tectuxal tndl,t.lon vere ,evment Ln uu (R

nore elanntu urclunv. houueu at ’hlnuy. cpmtructed by $.

¢ ptcteu onal cupantern g

uyloysd by the various ££m

¥, con ut, iolk lrchiraé:u:e i the nay wne su;xly i

;‘ ue.iunzs..n. # H!nh

i mi),n:ated, agninlt may

'!olk houu h!a‘deep xoiﬂ:s

VIAG

Pl




fxadxnon whmh was equally utxlitarun cpanqing ecd@onic

and soczaL conditions, avulable materials; che toels. and

b 1 | expertise Of the buudex() all ’» bined to- produce ad L,
i % ’v 'ﬂxstincﬁ :eqional utyle. Strength and \ltnlty rather than
' = stylth.u: *appeal remained a hau.mark. Howevar, by 1900

nts qf the populaz arch:.tectuxal tradxd}\ions wete

becommg mczeumqu evldent i the tield ‘:k

Hmsard roof, which enjoyed ggeat'pcpylu Ay in St John 8.

L exte(xded the full héight of the house, double wmdws,

verendas, and off set 4xonc aoots wes fe all; 1ncozporat—.ed~xn:o

was zeplacea lby a new ellphas:.s on. aestheties, a des;re ‘to

‘ape. ‘urban. building practices, nét alwlys successfully.

i Ty E\u.lt ‘almost: sntirely smn .Loch maceua.l with local

uperuse, the uadinoml house wn -in hannony with. dts;

environment; was Eyoas, haa teﬂected he rappott

i bet‘ween man and- the land;

The modern, ur.hnn—inspixed b\lngalw as carilplet(!e.ly» -

dxs'placed the tradif.’ionnl Tr:.nity Bay house. 1c1p¢1 B

of tna harbuur. andern uerk cycles have dxs uphed
.

tional buildlng

uceg&. Inc?usingly, ou}p ; 28

,' for

homes are beim; e o._..z car




: m construct thmr “Gw- dweumqs. The tradltxonal oqtport i

folk skxlls. wh;ch have evolv_ dr nve? 3 per'

“hundred year5 w:.ll un;macely dleappe i

" anﬂ‘lyze the

onducted - so faz

‘-“"" 4 proces: oz‘ to isolate the many. s c:.al,
e tal £ wmch mnnm«-p House
" designs.’ The nacro-geale aria A cial fxeld z ology i

‘which’ pl;ce ccmsxderable emphasis on relict structures hut

'1C}L qenerally negiechs to :anaetlgahe the many 1ecak

©“factors influencinq the px'oduction ‘of. the abject largely

'obsouxes smgm.f;\.cant regional variations. While the, | <

deba1 ed study of material ob‘ects ‘and of txad:u.- cna].



he Tust cperate. There xs a” press. g

ced xn iuture

i for a num.ber of q ancx:atweiy- rie

\ \:ecgzapﬁ iec ra searc

ataly explamed .

‘Tn this, study, oné’ 45/ struck: nct 86 much By the’

M
tenacity cf tradit onal Homse formis ‘as by the Fapidity with’

w}uch thesé tradi(:innal foms “evolvéd and existing. struTtures £,
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