WOMEN'S STATUS IN POST-REVOLUTIONARY CHINA

TOTAL OF 10 PAGES ONLY
MAY BE XEROXED,







000200






- i
. ] i
i
-~
&
“ ok 5 Joa ;
WOMEN'S STATUS IN POST-REVOLUTIONARY CHINA N
. N
4 by P
. @ Yuen-loong Chang, B.A.
’ 4
i A Thesis submitted in part‘l:hdi_‘illmen“t S
¢ ' f of the requirements for the degree of
l Master of Arts « b
- Department of Socilology
B Memorial University of Newfoundland
Jeanuary 1979
. 3
\ . =
-t
St. Jom's " ‘ Newfoundland




apsrRacr - Y

Idkxe other traditional societies, women in
traditional China had a low status. It 1ig evident:
particularly in the traditional family settings for
family has long' been the basic social unit.in Chinese
nciai:y. The degrading status of the Chinese mm in
the past was the oonasqumc-s‘ of three mjoi fauhrs; .é)aa
nsrlcu}tural mod e af production, patrtlinuse and Confucian
ethics,. Tha f!.rat ueotion of the thesis discubns tha
tradltlcnal subordination of the female sex in the amily
a8 vall as in econonio, educatiomd ml ponticd spherea. <

With the inpqct of the new ‘idea of sex—qma].!jﬁy'
from ‘the West, the atatus of women in Chinese society began

“to .htpzvve._ nm&gh under the Mssa National regime
- ottlﬁrtu to improve women's status were begun, many. m es
. intended to foster greater semal equality vez:u\gbt fully

carried through,./Significant progress in emancipating
> nel .
women came ¢nly through the administration of the Chinese
Commnist government. The measures carried out améa then

have givm‘ cunes- women yeutc z"iyzts'u marriage and
o=y

dIvom,\propu‘ty ownership), : volxnre nruuos, purticipaﬂon

in ocouyguoul‘\c&ugntional lnd paliticu ﬁ.ald!, etc.' The.

theaiu ﬂscuuea tha hiutot!.e olnmnent ot the ‘women' g

eipntinn ‘movenéat under cmunj.vt d.uoction. 'S -
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T T.5. SR, and raises que.utiané about the I\mu-e pnuibilities

*'the Iinai'dootién of ‘the thesis compares tHe status
of vqman in new chiu wlth emale mm:ipatiun in, tha

bsmles to mth T uhange. Wuman's smanciyatian in
3 :nodarn Ohiua Beeis to d.epund heavily on whatcver wli,oiea :
vthp gnvernj.ng ragime taka ¢ - It is:-hard to p:edint what |
‘_ mhu-o nehievement the women ‘in modersi GHina will have on’

% theix:-wvays strimg fo:r: t 1:: equality vr.lth men, g
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‘- fanilies (were) o plete).y examyt:ed fron,

CHAPTER I Sy e T

INTRODUCTION

The’ socio~economic Basis of Chinese. societ‘y hsa
llong been agriuultﬁral.. It needs a laz:ga 1abour !orce to

~work. in the ﬁeld"s.‘ According to” Ester Boseru anthm-

palogical analysis, “women have beh found to be predo

antly doing the e.gricultural work whan shifﬂng agnculture
ling. “But in’ Asla., t\w contxmung demand for
2 g:eatez\ productivity 1ed 6 the adoption of plough cultw—

N
SN

- wias pr‘

‘atiun ancl "a 1a:cga portion-of women:in ‘the cultivator ;

»’They mainly nontributed vt!s‘t‘he harvest wnrk and the ca:dng
of domesnc animals. ’Ihey had become mnre aecludad n‘om P, et

'.outside wurk and more: conﬁnsd at hume, Thue, this, rom
of pmducltlnn "representeﬂ a signiﬁeant breat' wlth the 7‘
past, anﬂ was to have eﬁects upon "the' sta.tua cf women 80
dmmatic that they lingex' +to: the preasnt dAy w3

“In - sum, apcording ‘to ansm,p s arg\mmt, the, change

“ from. shitting agriculture 6. Pl gh cnltivation, whexever

Lt necuz’red, threw women- J.nto saclusinn and conﬁnement

VWLth this shift in the mod nt production in the agticultural

1az~ge pmpertion of wmen wers exempted from 9
Bowaver, that did T

. nyst,

outdoor wnrk which vag takan up by men.



PN

not’ 1esgsen much hr the bux-dm, of work tor vo en, © In :'rnct,

that shllt had doublad the. wox-kloud “of wougn 1n “the gense
‘that they had 1['.0 collent teed tet the animals and %o Teed

““them, ' Beside

) they haa¥to take ‘care of the houseliold

7

_choros u ‘well® a8 the agriculfmml wnrk at harvest times,

e b0 - Consequently, wp:en in’ agx‘icult*\_ual uxstms bad become
. : economicp.liy.‘ dependent on. n;ei:, Their éverall a{‘.at\la 'ﬁs
Yower “than what 1t used to be -'v;hen‘ ;aﬁ’utmg cglt;vadnp ¥
» was pravailing.‘ . \7' 4 T : 5
Busarup'a argunent throws an interesting light upon”

cmmtry 1n Southeast Asia, china has ‘for 1ong u.ssigued a’

; s x-sogrsgated sphera for women and girls. .A wnman - ¢
traditionel Chinese sociaty haﬂ no lega.l Btatus ‘at 511,
uhe had no propatty rights eith@t. Indaed, "the ytoperty-

1955 woman: of China was’, herself ths px-operty of mam"s It |
L was not uricommon tu “see women‘and giris being sold and ,
N4l bongnt aseoumoditiea.sp i
. Girls were seen as potential deuerter‘s‘m their,
famil1ed;  Vosen and ‘gi¥Ls were s degraded that Zenale
. mfanticmes were beliwed to hav‘ been yra.ctised in the
poor peasant .tamiliss. It s true; to nay that, "in nld
c‘hina the su‘bservlence of wnmen started at birth.":’ Vew 4

 born females were - uften takan as a-mark ot the ya.rants'

' shéme. U1 is ‘not.‘uncommon. to" nna thst some parents were ;

~the statns or women. in china, a predﬂminently ugx-icultuz'al" "

rbrced 6" hids "the neéw born female (babies) u.urler the' bed.“s




> ‘.Bn fate ox being a m in md.{tional Chinese
nciaty was 80 "sad that ncn the wots ohm ‘bemoaned their -
- sad fates, A8 Ru Bman (a tnird eem:u:w Chsfneu poet)
wrote: e f
% " wHow sad it is-to be a
i o) Nothing on earth is he‘.\d 80 chup

No one is glad when'a gifl is borm’ ‘.
By her family sets no store.". - . 3

‘e

; Thus, 1t Béems . even ;nora obvious to duc:ihe- the posiuixi
"ot ‘most Women in’traditional Chink as "Slave of the slaves,’®
: Fot' nrpz-isi.pgly Hno Tge-tung ana.lyud cbinase women's R
: 'upp;-zuuon as_being bound by "Pour Thick Ropes®, He held. = ol
that a man {n Chins was ysually dominated by he politteal, '~ = .|

"‘the clan and the nng‘muAaﬁﬂmglﬂss, tut women had to'_lsc‘;a : i
11 %

“the ‘authorities of the busband, in addition to these three,

The low. status of women in the past can also be seen
in"the fact that, "(they were) the last tohave a doctor
called for them in ti.gn of illness ...."u besides haq.ng'
bought and s01d és wives and:cheap labour, . ) 4

In t’na truitl.onll muns!e family uyatm, it was s
almost a ule that the position. of yomen vas unum‘nle il B Y
in'the famly Felationships where no sigiificant refefense
\mu‘mda to the female members, ' Girls peuelly Berved their 3 \»k

parents until 1 They were o d u Ansiguificant, - K

Arter marriage, their roles. vure umaJ_'Ly more down—f:mrlden

- notably under the domlnaﬁon of their ‘hisbands ‘as we]_l as”
thelr mothers-1n-lav, 23 I 1s quitestrus to say that the
status. of women in truuttoml.(ngu-qe mohty night e -
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% rather low. At least it was shown through - the ‘umthm-
13 the family which has been the basic unit of Chinese '
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CHAPTER I,

INFLUENCES PWMMG “IN TRADITIONAL CHIKESE
SOCIETY THAT AFFECTED THE PTATUS OF WOMEN
CONFUCIARISM: ITS INFLUENCES ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN
TN THE FAMILY AND IN TRADITIONAL ‘CHINESE SOCIETY
Confucian ethics advocatef male-supremacy. This
furthefed the deterioration of the status of women and
girls of both the gentry :and the p.easa_n-ﬁ'y classes.,

A}.z\ung the poor peasant families, female-infanticides
werg practiced, ‘It is not surprising to find Sidel straésix;g
that in pre-Liberation China, a new boin female baby or a
bgi.rl had to Iace the destiny of uncex'ta.i.n su_rvlvaJJ

" Pemale bab!.es were an economic )J.ahuity. they \mxld
never become part of the family's 'iik force and
would only bring a marriage price."

That was perhaps tl-na common cause for the cruel practice
of infanticides. ¥

Births of female babies were generally regarded as
losses, The influences of Confucianism were fully ;Alani-
fested in the majority of corporate families. In the
corporate families,’ the family ties were influential,
Indeed,

"the strength -of the Ccnmclan family ideal :l-

imncated x{ the fact that whenever the economic
ght of the lower and peasant classes improved,

t‘neir femilies increased in size, their family




relationships were pattemed according to Confueian
tradition ..."L5

The traditional Confucian Chinese society was
»

characterized by the existence of a common system of
vtsluet!.]'6 Such system was enhanced by the Chinese family
organization which was also dominated by Comfucian doctrine
stressing the importance of family cantinuity.17 It is a
matter of fact that, )

"the indivlduallure of a traditional Chinese (male)

was conceived as the prolongation of his father and

' grandfathers, and he assumed that his own progencym

would transmit the individual in him to etemity.

It is also noteworthy that the teaching of Mencius
who was Confucius' disciple had included in his teaching
that Mthere ave 3 unfilial acts; thé greatest of these s
the fa.uu‘re ‘to produce snns.“19 Such a teaching had long
been the bac.kmg force for the male-snpremacy in pre-
Iiberation Ehlna. e

Besides, it had long been held that,

"the purp::u urtilnarriage was to produce male heirs
to perpetuate the grandparénts' family,

to emsure the c6) tgmllty of the husban.ds' ramil;r
atmctu.re, and to provide additional work power of
the son laughter-in-law, The preference for
male childx‘lh, thc importance of descendants t)u‘cugh
male line, and the young wife's moving in with t)

#jpaternal m—sws are further es of male
dominance. "2

Moreover,

wConfucian~doctrine prescribed a strictly hierarchial
system of relationships rooted in the family but
extending to all relationships, including that of
‘the emperor .to his subjects. The basic.principles
for the social order were formulated in the 'Five




Cardinal Relations'". .
This has laid down . the basis of: the subordination
of women to men as well as a strict division of labour between
tha'sexes. This basis was the roun;iation upon which the '
traditional Chinese socie

traditional Chinese society dominated by Confucian ethics,

¥ was organized, Indeed,

ngreatly restricted the association between the sexes,
described men as superior, dnd placed all women ina
subordinate position to men."n
It As noteworthy that the potential develoﬁmmt of ]
women under the Confucian Chinese family pattern was greatly
limited for ceﬁm;ieé, They vere to be subordinate to-the
‘male members‘ inside the: family, and were submitting to
"strictly derined limits in mterparsonal relationships
' in‘a social order marked by a rigid hierarchy o
rslatlonships feudal yrivileges, great discrepancy
in tWe_distribution of wealth, and domination of the
young by jthe old.m .
 Furthermore, it was the Confucian belief that N S
family 'cnl!:\u-e was-the basis of social order, It was
‘believed that, = - O\
nif an individual was taught to zespect the. authority
of fariily.elders he-would auto Hcally tz'ansfer “thy
same obedience and loyalty to the

representatives of the state .. 1):3
¥inship ties is to strengthen the 8%

stre'n her™
as ve11."53
*According to Henciua, in "the relations of h\maxuty -
\between father and son, ‘theére :should be solidarity amd- .
affection; -between sovereign and minister, righteousness;
between husband and wife, attention t¢ Separate functions;
between 0ld and young, a proper order’ and betwéen friends
fidelity," (As quoted by Yang, in Chinese Cunrmmist Society
Theé Family and the Village, p. 7.) i e

4




" Thus, the corporate form of family organization has long

been fully developed and been ‘backed up by Confucianism,
This type of family organisstion is sémetines
called clan or teu. (Further detalls of this type of
family organization will be touched upon in the next
section.) It was this type of family organization-that

fully manifested the "male-supremacy” and patrilineal = S

character that seldom allowed’room for women and girla,
With a family organization like this, women were to. lead
an.enclosed 1life and have 3 very low yosltion.z't

--In traditional mﬁnese mclety, women's decision~

making pawar was elnae;y related to tl tha vnlns syutum deaply o

entpem:had ln‘tha family oxgaqizqtion. Indeeq.. tzaditiongl
China vas.ohavacteriged by marked segregation.of sex roles
\d.th usemcﬂq correspondj.ng bebaviour. Besj.des, "the '
roles for various family membera can be described in detail
according to the specific agc groups .to which they belongad."
hu:themure, Confucian- stb.lcs stressed that "obedience,
tmiﬂity, :etiamce. adaptability" were the main virtues

of woman. A woman'e 1ife was shaped by three rules of
obeuence anmhasizing that an umnarried girl must obey her
rstber and eldar brothaz:, a married woman mst cbey her
husband, and, a:widow must Arel:_y on and-obey her’ son.26 :
Generally specking, "in the fanily patterns of 'traditional’

China ‘the locus of power and bility was
ingly in the hands of -the nales,n27 Npt’ only 80, the p\;wqr

25



held by the mézle side of the family was always supreme,

They held the ultimate resoonsxbility for- the wht;le family.

No matter how much reaponsibih.ty and pnvj&r a woman had
within the household, this was always as a .delega{:e of the
male, her husband. Yot surprisingly, Sidel has 3 e
* .stressed that in pre-beeratmn China vomen. vere nearly
‘glaves, -They had to suffet rrm-n the male-supremax:y as well
as the dnmnatiory of thel alder. females in Nthev fam).ly.

Thus it is not too prisi{u; to see that the Cbnﬁmian
code of. ethics was criticized as dlscrimineypry agalnst

and ideas that degraded thé sts‘hxs of women. in tranitlonal
“Chinese’ society “and ramlxes.3°

& i ?Mxxmnmcns mnm:ms ON ’I‘EE sm'ms s 08 .
s OF v'onmn’ 1 A;m 5 PR A




,not mean that the patriarchal fami stx’-uctur.;a is a
characteristic of China alor owvever, "the Chineser - E
fanily had unique traits and was perhaps the most:extreme
expression of the patriarchal‘family in history:" 31
¢ A vivid picture .of such patriarchal nature ‘as
evident among the traditional Chinese gentry "steh" or '

* "joint" families, wang to the presences of filial yiety’

i ami most inportent of a11, the' practice of ancestor worship,

Chinese fa;nilies uete prevented from hre mg do\vn 1nto 8 G4 i

% erall thrmgh a cbnncil of. elders and intsrvene
e those matters which cfglﬂ
by mdiv ual famil: y




In addition, the tsu carried out a wide range of
welfare functions, utilizing the'_inccme ‘from the property
. . and. ladd held for such h.mc’cions. '

"It paid .for the education of an occasional bright son
from a poorer branch of the fsu and.thus supported
some upwa:r:d mobility in the.Society. ' It loaned money

% to tsu members. It also helped families to organj:ze
z and Pay for:lavish weddings and ﬁmerals."33

'» ¥ ‘: A Thus the cla.n or.tsu -wds ‘indéed both an important political

| a.nﬂ economic crganlza.tion :Ln traditional Chinese society 34

“the ‘initiation. of the hild 1o the tamily, FE
treatment. during

n) shih-chi)y i
subsequent; developmen‘t ‘are strikin 1y cond
“5ymbol

s most: 1mpﬂrta.nt pmaesses which auntlxmes throughnut
¢ -1ife ig the differential treatment Jon the basis of

la:nge, infant girl were welcn){xe 5 ta/miiies’” "
where there was no; economie probi

, -and actnal different;lal

) begtm at tha age ur three 03 fou:r onward. It WA sppsrent

hich mfanticide vias practised, Lt was v B8
mevita‘nly girla who autferad this ‘fate ( as footnoted in.
2 al

Social- Context; N.Y.:




wex‘e‘greater than on boys. Girls siare expected to avoid

being alone in ‘the ,prqwo;e of men beginning at this age.’®
Though theJmajority of ?’hinese I"amilies never

managed to achieve the Confucian ideal of uniting several

ions of male d under one roof, nevertheless

the father's line of descent and thé father's .family were
the foci of kinship interest. As. a result, sons were.
expected to. carry on the line. " Moreover, in regar;is to
E f,‘ 3 ,‘ i‘nheritance‘cr property as .well as residence, tbeyA wvere all
¥ i @ patrilocal. Such afamily aystem was also patronymic and
', 17a1:r1a.mha]..37 By Pk g ¢ 2 bop et

£ The Hoat impurtant z-elat:.onahip was that bet\vem(

“ father and son which was a’ ind of anthnrity—snbmsaiun

relationship. The simila:z» type of relat}.onship exiate

3 g b e between ‘the older and’ younger brothérs. E

_ However, it is notewarthy %hat under the Lnﬂuencs
of the Confucian ethics, the extendad form " oi‘ ramlly, the A R
joim.-family, in pa.rticula.r, has n 1-, always:been nolely o
B the ideal family orga.nization, hut alsa the most hnportax‘xt
Yo TR form Ain China. ini such form of family nrganization,%he
: oldest male of the oldeat generation almost alwa,vs asmed
2 'khe x-nle of beiﬁg the head of the tamily. Patrilineal #
i .' ¥ zelatiunships

ete the most sig;nifieant and dominant within .

e B s "thc ‘woman ‘¥rag cast in one .mle at.a man.did not - k k
4 ) experiencé, namely, “that ‘o7 cht ging from ‘theé family -
3 v in which she was reared, family of oriantatinn,




13
to the family in wl;ich she reared children of her
own, her family of procreation, The two families
were not separate for the man." ‘
Thus, a woman was generally put to a role .of having to
break with one family 'and be married into amother as a
stranger, The latter role_vi;s regarded as crucial to the
entire kinship structure.,
?arthmdre; he 'yatx-ﬂmeal stmct’ure-or the
s chinase rmlly system thmxgh has pmﬂded ‘great stability
.f.cr the Iamiy as.a whole and for Chinese society in general,
yat it has also raind stresses and maemu-ity for the s
chinesa women,”  This perha.ps also had' to do with’ tba/mals- o
4 npramacy that always acemanied patrﬂ_tneage._ ‘
p

moi—xmme

The etteets of Confucian ethics and pah:illneage
had raslly ‘been influential in tra.ditiona.l Chinese soclety.
They had ‘been embedded in and elaborated through a series

" of degrading ‘practices held toward the women and the girls

_..in the yaat.w One of the most striking bits of evidence

'_«,ot the aubordfn;atioq of girls and women' was fhe practice of

foot-binding, } o

Foot-binding was.a symbol of the subservience of

_“women as well as being a rather inhunane practicé.. Such a

pnctlca had quite a long history in chlna which began in
the tan!h century, ma ri_rst came ont as a custom

o

-



\ ’ ) . Y "
comnected with the gait of court dancers in the imperial
harem of the T'ang dynasty. Although during the Manchus'
rule foot-binding was opposed, yet attempts to eradicate
it were unsuccessful and Bpomdic.u

Starting at a very young age at about six, a girl's LA
feet were bound. This turned her toes under her feet' and
held them in position by tightly w_uund buﬂa;e‘. One can
imagine how extremely painful a little girl would have been
with hez: young feet bound : Ln that way Not sux;ntlsi.ngly,
quite orten i S
‘wthose littls ‘girls . ‘ try 1o Year ‘khe bandaga away’
-~ .in order to. gain relief from the torfure; but their ‘.

g tsmpox‘ary removal, it is \said, greatly increaaes the . =
. . - pain by Ein nlent revulsioq of. the blaod tc
: ... the~ teet."4 e

s The, paj_ni\:l sxyerience pt suoh praetice of wuntless
giz‘lu and women 'in (!hinese history is vividly revealed through.
the following description., . '

"My feet hurt so.much that for 2 ysars I haﬂ tu crawl
my hands and knees, Sometimes at night. they hurt
. so much that I could not sleep. ' I stuck my feet -
under my mother and she lay on them go. they hurt. less
and.I could. slei ¥ the ‘time I was eleven my
feet aid not k“i au! 'by ‘he time I was thirteen ﬁhey
were finishe

As the reet were bmmd in t_ha’c_ way for yea.ts,' they
could not grow to-full size and the bone stmc%x’x'r_e‘va‘s ) 5 1
deformed, The consequence was that adult wz}qm~ with-both - :
feot boifid had to walk on thrée-inch stums.**  mis kind .
of practice .was' wiflély cmlgd out in most parts inside : - a
China at least until the twentieth century. Until -then, "
the pain and the disability of foot-binding were a nomal
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part of childhood? -- éxcept among the minority peoples.*>

Principles or Motives Behind the Practice of Foot‘b;ndmg

Phr beauty's saks. 'mu.s thumane practlce was
.enhaneed by the rationale holdi.ng that gxrla .and women vnh

_small feet vara regu-ded -aB, beantxml, those with unhau.nd

. feet eunld hardly be mmied 0“.4_6' Thvugh sueh practice

vnp yruh.l ted nmler the mle of the Hmchu guvernment as;

w:].th feet bound had to aseun\e a’ gmger gsit g
- (‘because .of -the. pa.ln of ‘movement) which was saiﬂ to
-Be graceful, -and-the feet:themselves we%"'e said to;
have gz-eat sexual dppeal for the men,n% A

LIt 1s algo, true’ that evan aﬁer 1911 thera were utill some
areas in"the mu'thﬁrn vj.llagea,

"where mau feet .and the swayin vslk they mecsed
were considered haauﬁiml and w (] neuaasu-y
Tl was.to uake a’good mto.h

_"like a-fair complexion thin eyebrows; ~and.a gentle |
, voieo, the -gai't; peculiar 'to a woman whose eec were, .
not pemitted tn .grow had. sexual appeal." ‘

Fhr conﬂn{ng women at homex Y, 15 nuule expucitk

Nu Erh Thing: that'

" oot .aré o o ‘make " R poambi i
gn -curved boy 8&150{ fo restrain the women when
e; & eutdooru."5 Foagh . !




Indeed, ‘the other rationale for such inhumane

. prdotice, came from the fact that with the feet.bound:to

small ;size, it would be dif!icult or rather mzpossj.‘ble for
wmnen and girls to .move rreely around wj.thout the help of
~a maid oz any person, This’'took away a ba.sic freedom of

movement for many women and girls,

This connnement of ‘the female ,8ex to their: own,
hnmes symbolized thair suhnrdination. 'They could saldom

+ venture outside except by being ca.rrled on se&en ehairs "51

Staying at home wa equated with female virhz,e. CThat-is,” W




. _necessities for- makini i:}ieirvlivinj;. At this pomt, 1t is

"to be. crlppled like this \in a pre-industx-ia1 econonw
in‘ which“a peasant's income. depended at least partly
;.on s’cre'ngth was:to. be crippled econam.wally as Mell

*2In: su.\q, fout-bindlng had both esthatic and enonomic

_r‘e‘asons behind it. These mrthsr atrengthened the common
" valié holding that-the gixls and wdmen wm. small feet 'were

3 besutiml and that also symbo 1zeﬂ their better or. richer

: family backgro\md




CHAPTER III

STATUS OF GIRLS AND WOMEN AT DIFFERENT
% STAGES OF FAMILY LIFE

BEFORE MARSTAGE

‘It is rather apparent that the low status of Chinese
women ‘and girls in traditional time was fully manifested
thréugh their géneral situations in femilies. All through

- the diff’erent stagés 0£ ehei.r ufe cycles, women’ and girls
s E wern greatly restriceed and aonﬂnéd by the value syatems
,dominating the - f.milies.

Aa e.toremmtionsd, stuting from the tima when they
were born, female Lnrants were ganerally degraded. They
had to face their own destinies. Social class was an

important modifier of gender experience. There were

variations in treatments for female infants “born to a

rich family and those b‘om to a poor family. Although they
were regarded ‘as less valuable than male infants, infant
girls were moye welcomed in rich familfes than in poor
families (provided that the infant il was mot the first
‘.born child to”the family), This was the direct consequence
of ‘the patrilineage @nd mal y b by O 2

sm,

If sons were a necaaaity. daughters were 'a "luxury",
the girll of the rich families ware more free to enjoy. - Even

18
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if an infant girl was welcomed in a rich family however,
the treatments she received were different from thosev an
Lnfant boy was to receive.,

The most significant d,irfareme could be seen in
the ceremonial celebration for the mgiation of a male
child (as compared with that for a female child) into the
famiiy. Such a difference was not so cbvious in the peasant
families, Pérhapg that was because "the restricted means
of thé peasants éliminated mich of the ceremony ...."54
However, it is noteworthy that 1nrant girls in the peasant
families had to face a greater trial for theix- surviva.ls.
It was because usually the poor peasant families were those

that practised infanticide on new born girls, . o

The actual di;termtiatiun of sex roles began to
take shape after the first year or ‘tio of the Ying-erh Shih-
Ch'i (the first three years after birth). lore obvious
differentiation came out injthe stage coming after this,

That is the Yi-nien Shili-Ch'i (approximately 3 years old to

the early fifteen and sixteen).’> Just after the Ying-erh Shih-
Ch'i, boys were trai:;ad to assume that they were superior to
girls. ' They ;lere usually trained with greater formalities of
interpersonal relationships and rituals.>® Such differential
practices were more rigid in the rich families than in the
peasant families. Once again, this was perhaps because

the peasant families had great gconomic‘needs. They really
could not stress very iigidly the-sex-role differentiations

if male and female members had to work tof;ether for the
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economic security of thélr families.

However, it does not mean that in the peasant
families there was not any sex-segregated division of
labour., In fact, the peasant girls confided most of their
time in household work.

®(They) appeu;d in the fields only during periods of "*
great activities, such as planting .and harvest., A
TemgRrame vent to hely The menwbT T vves L

The peasant girls at this stage of development
were increasingly able to experience their relative d
insignificance in their families, - They began to be aware
of the ro_:obthat. they were finally to be married out of their
fmi]izigl This feeling gave them & sense of impermanence,
This _fseling was particularly ‘strong to the peasant girls
rather than to the gentry girls. The peasant girls had a v
feeling that they were an economic burden to th’ei_z own
families in the sense that the care and money spent on
them were wastages to their families' resources, This was
explicitly experienced at the +time when these peasant girlu\

" reached the age for marriage. That was the time a cash
outlay for a girl's dowry would be needed. For a gentry
family, such an outlay ¢ould be afforded,” This was perhaps
‘the reason that a gent;:y girl seldom f¢lt herself as a real
economic burden to. her family. 58 !

!\u'thexamore, this was the stage when the girls
(voth peasant and gentry) began to experisnc;a a more and
more confined and withdrawn life. They were wiﬁhd.ravm
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from contact with outsiders. Howewver,

"the peasant yi-nien girls were less withdra\
from outside contact than wete the gentry nien
girls. This difference in the treatment was Iargelg
a function of the differencé”in living standards,">'

6irls and women of the gentry families would be able to have
servants doing work for them, thus confining and limiting
their contacts with the outside world, including local shop-
keepers and peddlers. By contrast, givrls and women of the
‘peasant familiés had relativefy more :&tact with the
outs;de world as well as vith men doing their house~hold
woik, 60 ERge ) =

“Uniixe' ginls, boys at the,Yﬁ—nieﬁ,Shih;Qh'i wers
'noi’: ;:unfiqeﬂ and restpained at all. Rather,, their non-
, family contacts 'broa.demd greatly during this period of’
development. It was particularly the case in' the gentry
‘families. This was the period when gentry boys began to
go' to schools, Though it marked the b{ginning of severe‘
physical and intellectual disciplines for them; it was
also- the period when these.boys, could and war.e'ablre 1‘;0 fd;:m
‘some - fiTm associations !‘»Iiﬂ'l outsiders. Also d\iring'such )
stage, boys were not so often sold or kl].’lsd durmg hard
tlmes as female babias would ever be.

Despite the chance of schooling, a female child at

Yi-pien Shlh-ch'i in ‘the peasant family learnt to adjust
herselr to a 1;fs -dominated by a dehnitely struetured .

_hlera.tchy of au,thorii;y. Her daily activity was marked by

-




22

. absolute obedience to the senior members of the family. 3
She ‘experienced that her place was secondary to male children
of her same age. Indeed, "the \spirit of ‘independence and
self-assertion in the young people was not fostered,
especially in gj_rls.“sl n

) socialization practices, girls leamed that they should 3

Through the differentiated

e submi\ssiveuto their brothers, It is also noteworthy .

- that, ’
nthe girl at this age group remained under the

wil supervision and direction of her mother. Her
training took the form of preparation for the - N
Tole she viou, d assume j.n the mture as a. wife i .
‘and mother 3 . g I

However, 1n some gentry families, an ihtelligent

' girl at this stage freqnsntly began to gain j.nd\}lgence.

She could even become a ravmu‘ite‘or her father, It was

% 2thua not sﬁrprismg to find euc‘hv a girl sometimes being
able to be personally Lnstmcted in the a:rt or reading the
classics by her fe@her. She might even be able to enjoy
the chance of being tutored by private tutors. ‘I'hiB was,
howev‘éz‘, a rare phenc‘)menon. Gerxérally,_’ boys were chosen\
to be educated rather than giﬁ-ls even when the family was
Tich ‘envugh to afford education for the children,%?

. By and-large, yi-nien sh.ih-eh‘i was the period

during which girls rémalned under their mothers' care and 5 s

were trained for their future mies as wives and mothers.64 ‘

There ﬁq a great dir;ﬁbe in the \tregtmants' experienced

by the peasant girls and the ‘geﬁtry girls, The smt_;v
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yi~nien girls though were more physically confined, they
were more likely to be -educated than the peasant finien
girls. Among the poor peasant families, girls had to face
the destiny of being sold out as child-brides. Though’
taking child-brides was a minor form of marriage, it was
common in the rural areas in China. Whether aﬁ a ¢hild-

bride, or as an adult—briﬂe, a wnman's place in her husbaml'a

s Ia}- ﬂ.Lri'erent ~frum that in her parental tamily.

"Alj.}mugh a daughte'r Was.not formally, valued as'a
* .permanent member of the parental family, achmlly

er:position there wis cusltioned by ‘bonis of 3
nahxral a.t’fection ami indulgem!e. | g

ehildren ayproached” tHe neict stage of develop‘

"mant ‘or next. age gruup, e dirferentia.l 8.

. '.by g;lrls and beys heeame more dj.stinc\b. This gtage. is

“ called ching-n.len stage or higg-nien shih-ch' which .

i .generally covered the years between aixteen or ssventeen ¥ h
and thirty- for ma.'l.es, a.nd started and ended somewhat.earlier
in i case of femxle 18 treditional China. 66 ;

The male at ¢ g-nim stage was relacively free
«fivm yeat strains as compared with his yii: en stage, rnm' *
.‘parantal discipline waa then considerably slsckened. Thgs
gave the male cg‘ g-n.ten "more autemo:}y‘ of actipn than‘ he "
had ever had betore,"S7 It 18'thus not surprising to find

*‘ that the ching~nien period was generally :; pei-'ioq in which’

a male chiv_ng‘-n.len began to_take up heterosemal exp:n‘iencs. E

either through prostitution or tirough sexual relstions vith = - °
the servant girls. ‘ 3
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In addition, it was the %ine that a male ching-nien
in t}aditional, China could, easily get involved in ,gambn_ng;
These activitieé,were‘mostly disrui:t;ve to the accepted
fomily pattern. ‘In order to alleviate or avold thegs, the
parents éf a maie‘ ching-nien were often anxious-to procure
a wife for.their boy for the sak'e of fa.mily's stabilif.y.

In such a way, these psrents could a‘b least “be able to Sl

fm " the boy safely: marrd ed and assusned a-more stable .wole;

"the factor of 'mats iage was a’ ma:}or qne in ¢!
‘He did. not howsver, play
: Hl

,.0f ' chifig~nien boy.
rominent role in. 4]
3 v}) n'ts o

who played a major Ed 1e thuugh the fa‘hher a.saumed a su.p_ Iy

i E energetically. Thus, althungh women did not have right- 7 Y

. 3 over their dwn marrlages, they had- cuntml over their soﬁs'

could be seen’ as an area of mnale

e - mmiages. Y'Th
’ »Per‘haps sometimes the sun’s opm.monu m:.ght be asked, 'mxt al

T ) " this ‘would: have been Tare in tradltional (!himese familiee xht 1

At least m ":his aspect, thera was'a gll.mpse -of | eq_ua.lity

between the sexes, the young of both sexes weze eqnally -

S i powerless o affect the’ degision; " Yet marriage was 4

' grester. timing point in the Life of the temale cblng—niam‘:
than the male ching-niens, Tn fact, this-temn *ghing-hien’ .. |
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in traditional Chinese society was not generally applied to
\
girls at all, the stages of the life cycle being differently
‘marked for each sex. It was perhaps because of the fact
il

o By . e
© .+ that N

"man-iages for girls in 'tradifional' China took place
at an earlier age. (Indeed), the average girl married
at the age from one to several years younger than that

generally” accepted for the male of her own class, 570
tended to cancel the period which ‘ching-nien covered."

" The absesice of a clear-cut break betvaen che ﬂ-nxen %

atége and g—nien stage vas even more obvious among the
ak:} than among,, the r.l.ch. “The passage from m' S

. stage was not ma::kerl hy any sigpificant change. By \:he 7

Cowtt ramillsa -and 'those males of the other ramiliaa.
) > Ty A gixl approachiig tha end of the E‘ -nien pariod
ok e . v(ag‘"g;‘adually- taugbﬁhe skﬂls il duties: appropriate to
‘wommi of ‘her’ étatub

Shs was net assigned any n?w Tespons-

‘the .mlinese" wém'ian; wé.s the:
Lnstitut‘ion or mmiagp.'
tracuﬂonal Ohinese soc
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vhich could further strengthen the authority of the husband's
family over the married woman, 12

There was a form of marriage constituting a' source
of grievance to, many girls: the future daughter-in-law was

adopted as a small child to-be raised in her Ln-law's house

,w:til-a!;s was; 0ld enou'gh to be married and became the

daughtsr-in-la‘w; This was a very common practice in the i %
Tiral aréas of China. » . Lo e e
B AT Arthur wuf argues t)m this kj.nd of ma.m'iage vas

§ ISRt oonrl.ned mainly to the pour. This ‘is because moat young
: " ‘men from ‘the. poorvfami;l.iqs could not a.tgo;:d. the: expen‘siveb %

" ceremonies for ‘the major. traditional “and n’}tﬁpdl{x marriage.

This iractice mad,é great eeonnmiesdn the marriage ‘ceremonies

poasihla. This memgement could help spread*"the cnst of
brinaing the child up which was the responsxbnity of in-
laws ..."77 Thus, it cmxld_hevecunomig,ally advantageous
to poor families in 5ett1né wives ror‘theu- sons, as v‘lell'
as in avoiding the costs of ralsing a daughter. )

J Such maniage wag a_source of grievanee to the 511‘15

"who vers separated from their families at an sarly age, -

. Their 1ives inside the aﬂupting (J.\xtu.re husbami's) family
were usually ha.r.‘sh to them under despemte pz-easures of poor
economic reality. The aﬂoptive parents always treated these
adopted clif1d-brides more ruthlessly than thetr ows children,

; It was also npt uncommon that'd child-bride was z‘-gsq‘iq m

L B other families or into prostitution if her parents:?ngaw




could not afford raising her any longer or had second
thoughts about their choice. .

Perhaps poverty was not the only reason for a
peasant family to get child-brides for the sons, It
night also be because of the shortage of marriageable
girls as a result of the 'presences»af concubinage, ‘
prostitution, infanticide .as well as otfxer professions
like acting, dancing .,hat dreu gll‘ls out of -.he marriage
narket, %

It is nuteucrthy that.in so far ‘as all maxlrzagas
vere av-ranged a{ni weré considered as contrauus between :
families Z'ather. tha.n ‘the indivirluals inVOIVEd, chilﬂ-brides
were simply a f\xrther extension of this idea.

In one aspect, the child-bride was a little bit
better off than the bride married ds a more mature ‘girl.
In the latter practice the marryihg girl had to make a
sharp and abrupt ’adap'tatim to live with a man and his
family whon she had never mej beforé.' However, a girl
adopted a.‘J a chilﬂ—-bride could have a long and gradual

per:md to adap‘t to the fam:r.ly and conznuzuty in yhich she °

wuuld live her adult ife, " R

;In annﬂ:ez' asp,ect, however, a chlld—-bride had’ to
face many more difﬁcu].t;es, 'l‘hé loss of her membershlp

- in her parentsi famly at: such a yuung age. was really ha:csh 5 :

to, hEK‘. . She ‘had %o be totally subserv:\snt to the . \ushes

“of her nev fanuly }:ven her n’ame /as changed and she came
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to be addressed by a term denoting her position in her new
family. Indeed, usually
)
®"ghe was the last to edt and ate the most inferior
food ... She was beaten at will by her husband and

other members of the family. ngt of all, she was a
slave to her'mother-in~law ..." )

- i AFTER MARRIAGE .

As'a Daug)_xter—iz{-law‘ E N

"As with a' male. ching-nden, mmiage for ‘a gu-l in

traditional Uhiuese souiety was m’lly arranged by parents. g :
This might largely ba owing bo the - cuihu‘al com:eption ot : - b
“the goal of. mmia.ge pruvaums ai\that time which atreased d

- . that it was "ngt personel ‘satisfaction but the continuation
of the family, of the 'stream of 1ifeé'" that vas important. 3 e
\'— Thus, people were not taught to expect happiness and love
from marriage. Consequently, marriage was ‘taken as a family
affair among the Chinese in the past, It.was malnly an
important concern of the families and clans and less
significant as a concern of bride and groom. ‘ D e
"Marriage was a gontract between fimilies and clans -
and the suitability of a bride or groom was pno t.a
matter for the family elders to decide. While'a
& marriage was officially arranged by a professional
match-maker, the reach for a suitable mate could be

+ initiated by t)’g parents of either the male or the
female child.

i

The primary goal of marriage in traditional "China
‘was to produce male-offspring, so as tn ensure the

contimxstlon of .the patrilineal family lms. It is thus
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not ‘surpri/sing to see that "the logic of {he whole soeial
systen in'vhich narriages were made (stressed) the
interests of the family as a whole; ratier than ( the)

Love or attraction between. the coiple:t! Horeover, :
daughters of the Ti:ch families were married off with.a
Bu'bstantial dowry and, the bride-priae offex'ed by the: nich

g;r:oom wasg'als . ,‘ < e The clowry ami tro\zss an’ were

It shou.ld be mted that in arzanging ‘the marria&e or their”

chilﬂran, the yarents wer'e Very. mch cancsmed with e
B conventional mtra—class consi.derat:.ons as "match.’lng a
bamboo door with a banboo : do0T and & wopden ‘door - with a-

80

wooden door.¥n° | If families were not emal in status,

hypergany vas 1ikely ‘to oceur. Ti:lus status of ‘the ‘bride's
fanily wes unlikely ever o be highei ‘hen that OF the
lms'nand'a family, thia probahly helped ensure hax: suburdin—‘
ation. g
It is noteworthy that as ‘(ang ha.s sa.i.\i, "the fom Of
marriage had a profuund effect upon the amngement of the . - ki

*Phe word "door" in t)m Uhlnese canterb carries the ,“ o
meaning of ‘the preatige and atahls of a fs.mi y d Al
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81 Since the brides emtereéd

status of -the fanmily members,"
their husbaids® Vfa.milj.es under the arranged marriage in
vhich they vere, like comodities, transacted ‘from one
family to another, not surprisingly their statuses were
low. ' 4

By and’ large, for the girls, marriage constituted

a- d:-amatie break in their 1ives. .At ledst it was, and

é oommon custon. thut upon msaiage. gj.rla leave
‘thei): pm:ental hwseholds and live thsre&fter in’ thsir

the more’ amte,n Tt the1x husbinto" huuseholds were. far
fmm their yareqtalAhauaeholds, girls ,mmled out u@t
" Tarely see their om garents again, - This, .. o
: it was almost inevitable that the first few months

.of marriage were complicated for yaung w:Lvus bj
1oneliness and . homesickness . "83.

; vas mrthsr compL{cated by the ract that thg mafes “were

:choean for them, - Their feellns and desires vlere largel;

ix'x'elevaht snd love uﬁtches were out-of the qusstion.

i transtiion yes symolized by the bride's droppisg
4 84

he: personal niane’ smi t:a!d.ng on her lmshanﬂ's surnams.
womah (newly man.-ied bride) was
mshmary ndine that Ludicated the

the
me:‘ 1cn t0 ‘which (she) belonged in (her) own
_?ramily) but gcquireq the name of her husband's

Hm'enve):, such a ha:rdshd.p associ.eted [ with ma:riaga £
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Marriage was' the watershed marking the on-set of
the s_everfst di_scipune for women - to race.a6 ,It was
perhaps directly atiributable to the goal of marriage
;uhich took .1t as am institution for per_‘p(_-:‘t\mving the family
otganj.‘zation. The importance of the kin-based ':r;elati’onship

was m;lphzsiz'ed in marriage rituals that stressed the’

coneixmu:y ‘of tha tmily and made the new couple !eel that |

"their wn'ﬁage ‘viag "onily ‘a part of “the complex family.
- institution, 'dramatized for them the ngertanca of
“the ancestorg aid the family, dvarfed 'their ovm. . °
Toles ‘ag indiylduals, and.demonstrated.to them that. -
Jnarriage was i an in the cycle of czitical we_nts g
oi' ‘the famil 5
The homage to the mcestors ,‘m the mu'riage ce:cemnnies-
ma.r):ed ‘the beginning u! a yeriod of rltual aexvvices to.
the husband's family, It also mxed the adniss'hm of
the bride; as an’ outsider, to become an effectively:
functiorial member of her new family,’® FRowever, once
gi.rls gct marx'ied, they were éxclndpd from ancestral
Tites both in their faminea 6f'.orfeptafivn and jm-;}.r’
robandst fasiires,®

5 the' ‘subordination of women .
to en ln the Xamﬂy contexts was mrther enhanced and
perpetuatea el

i Fnr the young husband, 'ch‘ 4 . i
wa not much ahangaﬂ. At least we‘u etaqﬁng :m ﬁs own
wis 'bsro!'e his Gl
ma.z-riage J.ike his wif.a, he haﬂ ulnu to ‘be mbordina-be

‘to-nis eldnru, uhe assumed the right to maka aJ:L la.jnr §
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decisions concerning the welfare of him and his wife,

But the wi}’e's situation was a completely uneasy

one. She had to face the c;amplete loneliness and home~

sickness of being separated from her intimate circle.

She entered 'a new household as a stranger, had no authority
and privilege, and was obliged to serve and ple;se her
mother-j.}x-law. She had also ‘ta ad;iust herself to the
hierarchy ‘among the in-laws., Though “"young bride usually
assumed a traditionally determihed share of‘the duties of
the household ...“90, in no way could a young bride assume

. any independent role in making decisions;

s If the family was not rich the new bride was a.lwaprs
asslgned peat chores ot household work, In-a rich family,
a-pnew br:.ﬂe could have servants doing most of the work,
Genera]_’l.y, she haﬂ to Bubnrdina.te not only to all the

" senior members of the family, but she might also find

" herself i;eing dominated by even the younger junior members
% [ B

gf‘th“e‘new family, "
Hare noteworthy were the situations that a new

" bride héd tb face, in regard to her interactions with her

mther-m-law. She was sometimes regarded as endangering
the balance withjn t‘he famuy and disrupting the most sacred
relationshiy hetween pu-ents and son. The mother-in-law
was particmlarly caz-eml in guarding against this, Not '

N s‘urpz‘isi_ugly, tradition had held that the daughter-in-law

was to owe complete obedience to her parents-in-law; but
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it was given mostly to the mother-in-law. o
A young bride's relationship with her mother-in-law

was seldom harmonious, but was charactgrizé}i by many daily

" frictions between them, These frictions came mostly from

the sexual division.of labour within the family which
always assigned the mother-in-law as’ the. bride's forewoman |
and work-mate.%l The daily 1ffe of the new bride was not
only insulated but'conﬂn‘ad te the family., Parhapé women
married to poorer families were not as much confined for
they had to take active parts in work lfke washing clothes
by, the riverside, fetching water and working in the f16lds
at busy ‘times of the year. ,Owing to :conomit; necessiiy,
women married into low %oc‘i:':—ecox':omic clags families had
greater say in the family affairs and were less doiux’zated
by the hierarchy of ‘;‘.amily elﬂers. It also enabled these
women to have more social cogtacts outside the family. Yet
their roles were still secondary to male elders,’2 'Further—

more, they were so overloaded with the work chores that Mall

.day long, (they moved) betweep three terraces: the k'ang

(the bed), the kitchen stove, and ‘the millstone."%’

Moreover, m‘connli:t between brides and mothers-
in-law, husbands "b'anded to side with theilr mothers !or' the
saie of fuial.pléty which ‘was regai:ded as 1mpor€ant inside
the traditiaﬁai mxinése families. éonsequenlt'ly. ‘their

‘mothers could exploit this advantage to treat their. daughters-

.in-law harshly. It was perhaps because-they wanted to avenge
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the torments they had suffered vhile they were themselves
daughters-in-law, Not surprisingly, it has long been held
that being a daughter-in-law was usually the time when "all
miseries of womanhood began."9% .

Vivid pictures of the harshness of mother-in-law
were commonly used as main themes in Chinese ;usmtnra and
folklore. The harshness was comparable to that of the formid-
able stepmother of western fairy tales.

The harsh treatments experienced by daughters-in-law
in their husbands' families are manifested vividly through
reports on Liu Ling village by Jan Myrdal. A1l through the .
section of his reports on women in Liu Llng' village, most
women acknowledge that they have had hard lives. Nearly all.

~ of then wept when talking about the ill-treatments they
95

have from their -in-law.
Apart from interactions with mother-in-law, a new
bride was constantly on trial in her husband's family. 'She
had to compete with other daughters-in-law and be judged on '
her adequacy as a daughter-in-law, Perhaps the resentments
from other member; of her husband's family stemmed from “
the huge bride-price that the family had patd in acquiring .
her, .
Faced with an unh&m;y marriage, a woman could not - "'
easily initiate a divorce. The ’
"grounds for divorce initiated by the wife were so
stringent and the social disgrace and isolation for*

divorced woman so usriaus a problem as to make divorce
practically impossible." 6 R
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As far as the marriage rules governing divorce
< are concerned, they came into practice after T'ang dynasty.
These rules evolved from the rules of 'social conduct
originally contained in Ii chi.%7 According to those rules, .
a wife could be divorced by her husband on any of-the
following seven grounds or reasons, They are:
"1, disobeyance of her husband's pavents, 2. failure
to bear children, 3. adultery, 4. jealousy, 98
5. loathsome disease, 6. garrulousness, 7. theft." 5
On the other hand, rules did exist to protect a
woman from being divorced by her husband,* But there were
only three, They were: - N
"l.rlr she had for: three years mourned her husband's E
parents; 2. if the family had- becomé wealthy; and d 4
3, if she had no family to receive her back."99
However, it.is hoteworthy that the wife could seldom
initiate any @ivorce without the mitual consent of both
families who had arranged the marriage. On the other ;:a;nd,
it was frequent that the husband exercised his risﬁt; to
divorce his wife without securing her comsent., At Ahis A
point, 4t is noteworthy that a divorced man could hAve the
right to incorporate concubines. Thus, divorce did mot
constitite any great harm to his family 1ife,
Bui‘: a divorce was particularly tta.gic'for a. woman,
She could have no other plades to go besides her natal
family,. However, going home after divorce did bring shame
or dlsgra-ne 1;0 her ffgin!.ly as well as to herself, Indeed,
"a diwﬁed woman was subject to a great deal of social
uanb"ci'en and would lead an uxt'x‘emely ostracized.1ifé there~
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a!tar."mo Thus, a woman would never, in practice,
willingly agree to divorce.

' Furthemore, it is a matter of fact that she could
not inherit any property nor could she po‘sses’s any part,
from her dowry., Thus she could have no chance or source
of financial support after, divorce and in addition to this-
Da;i situation a "double standard of morality” further denied

the chance for a divorced woman to remarry.

As a Concubine

As aforementioned, unlike their wives, most husbands
were free to. seek sema.l‘ -satisfaction ‘through concubinage and a
. prostitution. As concubines; women were mainly taken as
suiyplaﬂentary tdols o f .prccneati‘on.. : Concu}iinaga was socially
-sanctliqoned in traditional Chinese society, in ya;-t as a way

of assuring male descsﬂdants.
) It \qaé an ohliga}:ion to have‘ sons in order to ensure
that ancestor worship could be maintained, However, it is
noteworthy that the concubines incorporated :
"were not full members of the family although they
were members of the households.,. Their position was
inferior to that of ‘wives and they could be abusedml
by them as well as, exploited by their masters ..."
Besides, a concubine was not entitled to have any. -
legal share.of the family income, She was assigned to do
a;l the mannal household work supervised by the legal wife,
and was not seen as a rplaﬂ.‘veﬂto ﬁe; hushand{s family.
This was shown thréugh th;fact- that she was genyralij
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excluded from mourning deceased family members, and she
herself could never be worshipped as an ancestor, Her own
children, though legitimate, had only restx'i;'ted inheritance
rights nnlgss the legal wife did not have acum.mz

Bowever, it is noteworthy that some concubines .
might be treated better thin the wives if they were the
objects of romantic mter;;t by the male family heads.

| s, it ie true that, "the fate of ‘the concubines depended

on many individual far:tors."]'o3

Since the institution of. concubinage constituted :
an altemabive averue to: iove and serual satisfaction, it
i . gyuibolized "the men's, froedon throngh domination.nm"' A8

Leslie has sald,: "conmblnes e were Ltkely ‘to:be women Of |

v(the male fami;l.y ’he,ad[s) own. choosing with’ whom_tha
relationship was’mmantic and eiotlc. 105 " myg the male,
17 he could afford it, had some compensatinn for the fact
- of arranged mmiage.
Cancubinage could help men dra.l.n off their emotional

stre/sees, pmstit‘utlon might perhaps bave the ssame nmctlon
- %00, Latge scale ptostitnﬁnn did exist in traditional -
Chlna Through praatltntion me:n cvuld seek satlafactiun
for ﬂuh‘ss "that might otherwise have threatened ths
stability of the family system.'{l"s Yeb it constit'nted
mthe: source of degradation to ﬂwse uniuclq women. or
girls who were forced into this "nceupat.ton'l
5 L ¢ As ta.r as the 1nve and’- hexnal(aatis!‘axztion through .
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concubinage was concerned, it was widely p‘ractisexl among
the gentry. Such practice was faths_r uncommon among the
peasantry. ) ) ! ;

“ It is not surprising that men from the upper and
nldd.le classes who were able to a.frurd 1t eock concubines,
‘Gemerally; a wife in euch-familics was not expected to
show any resentmsnt when. her husba.nd took a- co‘ncubme, for,
"in all circumstances the 1egal wife ma.mtained her positinn.

w107

The concubine was Eupposed to . avoid qua:rrels with the legal -

wife and. submitted to her graater authority. So, &s

concn‘binea, thase ‘women had-to adjust to even. ore difﬁcult

.situetions tha.n those fa.oed by the legal wivee in tha family

. -contexts,’:

- From a legal wifels' point of view, however, even if
her fomal pasitiun in the family was not a.ffeuted by ‘the:
-concubine, the institution of conmxbina.ge»could poge a mere' x
pubtle threat to her by arousing hgz-’jveaiauéy.'.‘ This was
particularly the c‘ase for 1aéﬂ wives of the upper ax;‘d
middle t:la.sse:s.:"sB Indeed, concubi.nes were often taken
into these rich- rsmilles bscause their lega.l wivea could

not bear a male heir, :Once the cnncu'nine gave birth %o a. - .

male hair, the attitudea of the tamily t:oward tha legal
‘wite m.i.ght be yor;ened. Thus concubinage was somehow, an
institution that r;zrt;\ered the'dir_-f;cult situations for
women of both' classes in traditional Chinese soﬁeﬁ.

i ' B

L
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Bltermg Hotherhood

Just because of the great importance atnehed to
having male descendants, it is not surprising that a woman
bearing a child would experience some good treatment., It
was usually the mothers-‘ip-lav who changed t;leir treatments
toward thei;‘ daughters-in-law, hoping that the child borne-
would be a male heir. This also reflects the mﬂuence of
Confucianism that stressed child-—bea.ring as a mlflllment
of. the colleqtive obligation of ‘the husband and wife.] 109

o It is notaworthy that :.n traditionsl Chinese mciety,
wben wmnen reached cmld-beamng tima, they might snjuy an
Ve : improvenent of their status in their husbands' families.

‘ The chlln{-bear:l.ng anﬂ reaz-ing peﬂods .often la.sted fmm the

first year of ma:.-rlarge ho the chxmg-nien period (:..e. around
45). . A married womari waula becone more fortunate .only if
| she could .give birth to a ma.le child as soon as possible
after marriage. )
%A woman's pewer ‘became greatly heiyxtened

and her
position much more secure aﬁsr birth of a child,
particularly a mals child." %

she could enjoy’ mcxeaaing authority as years passed, Such
aithority as nainly manifested through hier :1ghts R o

. make ma;o:r decisions ror the ramily. It was also manirestsd

AP 5 through her (almost absnlute) risht to choose the mates Tor
e ol her gz-oim—up sona nnd d.aughters.

o 9 ¥ To wunder Olga ‘Lang can also give guch an ide ]
“hen ‘a woman grew olﬂer she enyoyeq certain admtageu
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following from the subordination of the young to the
old. The o%d mother and grandmother vere greatly
respected.™
However, it is worth—noting that no matter how much respect
a Wman coulﬂ comand over her son, her power was never
oo\npletely equal to that of any sénior male member in the
fanily, o ’
These ideas are further agreed upon by Delia Davin
who holds that mth&mnd could give a woman (in traditional
Chiness society) a ::iaance' to end’ the roughest stage in her
.:1ife, provided that she gave bizth to & snn, not a. girl,
:Howevez', that woman would still be subordinate to the
' suryiving eld mokher-i.n—lsw, as wefli a8 the old surviving

R smior maln 112 -

Ir, hnwever. a married woman cnuld not give birth
to & boy _but a girl, ‘moth‘erhood would not be an alleviating
_or less burdensome phg,’se for ﬁat woman, Instead,
"without a m‘als ch.L'I.d her imsicion as wife cuuld be
jeopardized by the family's decision to bring in
e wald, Baped i S,
' From unother point of view, motherhood constituted
@ orisis to Chinese women in traditional tim;;. It can be
viewed as amother source: of inequality that women in
traditional China had to suffer from, '

‘Apart from the problems which arose from child-birth,-
women entetiug motherhoud had to face problems of adjustment
in rsgnd to difficulties in child-rearing, Indeed, child-
bearing pmblems would often add ‘bux-dens to the already
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difficult adjustments~-- in the relationships between the
wife and her mother-in-law,

Further cump]:ica(:ed was the high value placed on
having as many children as desirable. Thus, the married
women (particularly in big traditional families) were often
confined by the frequent pregnancies. The intervals ‘between
bne pregnancy and the next was usually 5hort.u4 Consequently,
these women were greatly exhausted by reiterated child-
bearing, Indeed,

"death in child birth .of both moxher and: child was
frequent, to. say noth.tng ‘of -the_ debilitating. effect
056 Who eurvived. Certainly such an az'duous

physical t-have
greatly increased the ganera.l discomfort or ‘women." 15

At thig point, we ahould noté, that there were great
urfe:ancea in- aituations enco\mtered by gentry wives am'l
those by the peasant wives m this respect, By and large,
gentry wives could have bett‘er’ situations than those of
the peasant wnman'. At laast ‘the gentry women did not have
1o bear so heavy a bu.rden as the peasant women' had to.bear
because the. geniry women could have servants:at their
disposal while the paas_a»nt’ymmm could not. Alaq, conc\)bi_nes
might have religvad the gan'tr_y women of ‘some child-baaring
duttes, - - ' o 3 7“

Furthermore,.  the sanitation and nutrition J.n tt;e .
peasant households were even worse ‘than that in the gentry.
households; even’ thmxgh the hf(ter v;n‘h $t111 appalling as |
comparéd with the modén; standards. Thus, 1t is not

P Lt |
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surprising that the chances of their children surviving to
reach maturity were far less than those of the gentry class,
uonse'quently, in order to fulfill tl;g expectation of having
as many children as dAe_s_irable, peasant wives were more often
the victims of frequent pregnancies, 6

Thus, it is not ver;v correct to say that the child-
bearing phase of family life was a rewarding phase for
wumenwi_n traditional Chinese’ society, Indeed, how rewarding

ﬂiat waé, depended almost ehtirely on economic factcz-s.117
All An all, ohild-bea.ring was rega.rderl ‘as "the
souzca cI happiness" hoth to the cnuple as well as tn the
husband's ramily. Th,is was. patticularly the caae oI the
ﬁrst pre@a.ncy a!.tez- a woman's maz'riage. -
9If her ehild 'were'a snn, her status was immensely
improved: A wife who had borne a son had gone a long
Tor 21'32’%"3053’3‘.’%e@ﬁﬂ‘égﬁ"i?féﬁ Contimance 1118
Women at 01d Age or in Widowhood .
i wiﬂh adw}ance in ‘age, wnmen_bee,a.me members of another
age group, The period of lao-nien (rrom 55 years of. age a.ncl
over) was perhaps tha only period in life the.t mm Ln
'traditional China cmxld enjoy a atatn§ with a lack of strain.
- This was the col&‘sgquenee o quite a .teyl faoturs._

“Pirstly, it was. the time:when'the wonen had become

acoustomed fo their roles as married-‘women in their
husbands! families, Furthermore, ‘this might be ‘tie bime
. vwhen their mothers—m—-law‘we‘re 'éither dead-or rqtiz;eé. 7
Thug thefy were released from major doﬁmatiqns. v This might
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also be the time when their husbands were also dead; hence
t‘hair gnboidlnate role was further improving.

Moreover, while approaching older age, a married
woman was released from the child-bearing duty. The hard
work of child-rearing was either over or taken over by her
older children, She was no longu' a strangar or an outsider
to the tamily anymore, 9

, .. Most important of all, she could experience a
- amstﬁ: change in her status within the fanily sphere, Cer
Being a widow (.uleasad fron mle-domination), /andiwith the
" passi:.\g away 'of ‘the mathar-in-law, she was' then. able to take
l il na ] up: the plaee as_the" -trectiva head ‘of, at.least, the female
2 2 hiemrcny ox me tmﬂy as tha mother-in-law of ‘her sons'
wives,’ 120 _-No’ vondu' Lm a.mi Leslie have the same teeung
. that the lan—nim utage was an unusual stage for women in
i the sense that women at thn.t stage were most likely
. ——released from ‘bof.h mla—doninstian and from the domination
of their mothers-in-law, 2
. Once ugain, it is noteworthy that there were
uzrmces in-situations faced by lao-nien women in the
gentry families and those in the peasantry. "The lao-nien

stage was an umisual one for womgn." This was only w;ldmi
in géntry Iaminss. In these families,

"they vare pt.m'purad with all the comtcrca of 1life that
were available, The best food and clothings were
wtheirs. They had the admiring recognition of their .

. X amilies .., (But) among the peumeu the ﬁa of lao- 2y
n.‘l.an was not so good as among the gentry." ; /
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However, it is generally true that as a widow, a
| woman could expect to enjoy the devétion of her children ~
as compensation for her earlier ha.rd life. Yet,

wfor all the devotion of the Son to his mnther' her N
female inferiority p: hér from him

as his father did, and the ‘lay urging the woman to W
obey her son after his father's death was never .
abra,gatedlzs. the real power lay in the hands of - °

her son."

Thus,. a widow might effeétivelJ ‘control all aifaira o’f a

large household. . But, rules hnd social values sﬂll

Dechnically, awidow: La o Ly
124 - - L

"sub;jected hex‘ tu domination uf men

as still subordmate tu hem- oldeat cn.
!l'hese re aining roots of subordinaticn viere also A

I I attrlbutable to the influences of- Cunfucian ethlcs of

& Apa.rt from the,. aspect of subcxyqination_s, women

e\itering widowhood while ~tﬂey were. sti1l young had
admtional difﬁculties singe the rémarriage of young
widows was uf\‘.en frovmed upons he only way a widow could
_ wefain.a position of hopor was 'to tay-as the nother ‘in the' .-

hone of “her son, "125 Remarriage of a wido\v was ta.ken as a

‘social aisgrace. So ‘1. wag really rare’ to see the s -

3 reman'iage of gentry widovs, 126 o L S
X However, among the poor, tha'e ;ere renarriagss X . *
in practice. T}iis praétice wag ms:l.nly ‘ne‘es\lse of econmnic i el

reasens. It was not nnagnmmon ‘to ﬁnd poor’ boys marrying
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vidows for "the widows and their families would settle for ;
a much lower bride prioe-"lr’ - This is evidently ‘si‘:x-essed
by 5eua Davin that rennixr;-iage‘s_of widows, although ;
abhorrent to Confucian ethics, \was a noma.l practice among 4 P
the peasantry, particularly when the widows were still quita
" yvuns

Hnraover, 4t was also because of the ‘extatence of "
the "double ‘sex.standdrd” in traitional Chindse’goctety . oh
thnt widows laet fage if they rema.n'ied.

P4 2, "The duu‘nla sex stand a dmanded ‘not . only that a
. woman_ should bea virgin vhen she was-married or:that
-she should remain faithful to her husband-after 3
‘marriage, but. also that: she IEBpnl be a chaste wmuw 5

‘- after her JahanﬂerF i -

‘In order to. ‘conform to the stmda.rd nr chasticy,

some cruel practices were _tried by some wnmm. R:z- example,
"women' who beuuved thae they ‘had been 'deﬂled' by 5.

.men. other. than theirr lawful hisbands might . commit
suicide by dimemberlng themselves, and others

B mﬁft oFemere s dead J;i:ﬁéii i prioe we s T ’ —‘
" -The lattez; n.mwtice took ylsce when a girl was bﬁetm-th;ad to
- 'a man; and the man died in‘fo?‘:a the waddlxié was held, -In s
< R ox-dur to conform to tt;e standa‘rd u!*chaat:.ty and to-save -
p tace for both families .hvmlvsd, tHe. full vadding ceremomies o
were still carried outi. "The brids went. through all . MK

ee:mnias naxt to 2 wooden tablet with ‘the dead man's b i
name ‘and dates of birth and death written on it wis - There=

‘after, the_“yirgm Widown was to stay -chaste In her decedsed i
. vl‘hnsbami's‘_ houge for.the rest of her 1ife. : This was also Ry
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the effect of Confucian ethics. Not surprisingly, a name
of "man-eating religion® was put to Confucianism b‘y most
Chinese scholars during the new cultural movement of 1917
in China.13?




CHAPTER IV

THE ECONOMIC STATUS OF GIRLS AND WOMEN
* s IN TRADITIONAL CHINESE SOCIETY

It 1§ time to look at the overall economic status

of women ma girls in traditional China, While analyzing

this issue, it 1s particularly relevant to look again at.

the marriage rules g?vemmg women's and girls' inheritance

of property and estate. »

It 15 noteworthy that in traditional China, the .

family system placed all the family property as well as income
earned by 211 family members under the control of the :
' family head. As has been mentioned before, the traditional J
Chine: 1y was patrilocal and patriarvchal in nature;l>>
14715 not surprising to £ind that women in traditional
. China had no property rights, at least in a practical sense.
This lack of property-ownership was evident at the
‘tine when a failly estate was divided, ALl the males could
have at least a share (however small) of the family estate.
iai, female members could rarely get any shar?, except in
rare cases where fo surviving male relative was left in the
: . clan.’3* The clear-cut age and sex differentiations of the
traditional Chinese family pnt only applied to the t‘iLvision
* of labour, but were also wldaqt in property-ownership and
magemenj: of income, - )
o Cow




"The right of property management belungeé to the
family's economic organization, the head of the
house also dictated the.inheritance,'13>
In the Southwea\‘:em' provinces of China, the female
inheritance Tights were even restricted by a strict rule
forbidding widows to {nhert any property or estate from
their late husbayis. ¥
nA woman might own family property on the death of
S e son 11" ohe i el a1 drem o TH
lhzrthermore, Maurice Freedman has found that in the
southern provinces of China (e.g. Fukein and xwang\‘:ung) once
a woman got married, she had no. rig}xt -to make any further
ecnnomc claims on her mﬁ:a.l family,
- "(Eerz econontc interests (were) concentrated on what
she had) brought with her and the rights of
. husband, 1137 *
I-ndeed, "after the ‘completion of marriage exchanges no
property flowed by right between the‘ married won}an'a old
family and her new family." This further assured that a.
woman married out was cut off from uy—}ights to inherit
any property or estate from her natal family,.135
jpart fron the legal rights of imheritance, the
overall economic status of women and girls in traditional,
China wag a vivid manifestation of their inferiority, both
at home and in society. Without legal status in property-

ownership and property inharitan‘t’:u, women were totally

ically d dent upon their This was

perhaps the consequence of early socialization as well as

-



49
the later confinement of girls and women for they were
supposed to have little contact with the world outside the
family, The chance for them to work for. mdepm_zdent
financial support was very limitedJ

Even though peasant women often laboured outside
their households, such labour did not givevbhe;n any
independent income or financial jomtrol. Indeed, "roles
open to women in the 'traditioqa{l"‘ family were to an
extraordinary degree controlled by men of the:i.r own famuy."lqj9
Furthermore, the most common non-household work
that \;mmen often engaged in were dnmggtie mdx;‘stl‘,ies like
handicra.ft—ma.kiné and ‘embroi,dery. These txpes of industries
offered no permanent ‘or secure eha:‘:me of employment for
women, Thus, women angag‘mg in these types of employhent
still had wvery 'weak or subordinate economic roles, The
working conditions were poor too, By and large, they were
ecunomi‘cally mboxﬂi;:ate or economically dependent .on men.l‘w

There is still another noteworthy reason for women

‘in tralitionzl China to be in an economically subordinate

role, That is their lack of education, Early in their
childhood, girlss+had already lacked the chances of being
educated, dgspite those exceptional cases where girls could
be taught by private tutors. As a nattex of fact, during
the pre-Iiberation period, education was for the few and

the rich. In the old soclety most young peopile had to work~
n;nd had i:o %ime and no money to pay for such expenses.
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Generally apeald.n's, only the sons of officials, landlords,

and merchants could receive an education, Their daughters
had almost no opportunity to study. 4t

Hni:'eoverr, the educational organizations in
trahitiunsl‘:maas soci§ty were overvhelningly dominated

by the cénmexén doetrni‘e of malé-supremacy. Thus women

could l\ard.ly ‘get ed\xcated. Thesa mostly lllitsrate women
ocould hard].y d’evalop e.uy praxzﬂqal dkill outslde or their .

hones"and .¢o nically on.

thetr hugbands, ami thei_r n-lavs 142

ey



\CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION N

5 After examining the status of women in traditional
China in great detail, it is time to draw a conclusion at
this point. It is now safe to conclude that despite minor
exceptional cases, the overall status of women in ~
»tz-aditllbnal China was e bly low and

~' .The -focal point of my analyses has -been centered
. on the family, Indged, families.have been the basic
functional sooial units in Chinese-socisty.  Since 'the
general status of women in the femily was’ low in tradi’ti'nnalr
China, it was rather impossible to have a high status
granted to women at the societal level, )
It was apparently the Confucien ethics of "male-

‘and the patriarchal and patrilineal family
structure that overwhelmingly dominated the traditional

Chinese social & es, These tly constituted
the basic causes of the lov status of women in traditional
China.

From another péx.nt of view, ﬂe low status of women : |
in traditional Chinese society had much to do with the mode
of px‘-odfuction prevailing in China at that time. 4s ;a matter
of fact, China has basically been an agriciltural country.

51
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And agricultural adaptation is characterized by decreased
spatial mobility for females, Like many other ;grioultural
countries, China also has highly valued the life-long
restriction of women to thé physicai confines of the
domietle. ™ According to the history of cultural evolution,
under the sgricultural model of production, the cuvision of
labour assigns men as the pruvidez's, while the share of
women becones domestic, 44 So 1t 1s quite sate to attribute
‘the low status of women in traditfonal Chtha to these
resulting biaeeﬂ and etareotyped mle-conceptinns amang the
aexes.:u’s Perhaps Martin afid _Voorhies. aré right J.n arguing
'that, : : b o

"v(i‘hh the’ innwation and the spread 0! intensive

cultivation techniques, women - dropped out-of | -
. PRAE s S

It is probably because of thisd that women in'rural

agricultural contexts had less chanceé to xm;] oy the gexual
equality than their sisters ln the shj_ftj.ng cultivation o

contexts could enjoy. Hawever, it does !mt mean - that woman

in a more industrialized and urbanized setti_ng cannot -enjoy .

greater’ semal eqality, - In fact, it was the great need :

for labour power that gave vomen a gi’eater. chance. to at'téin
sex-equality with men in post-revolutionary Chinese soeiet
which I am now going to touch 1 upon.




CHAPTER VI

EARLY WOMEN'S NOVENEN?S ORGANIZED BY THE
XUOMINTANG (KMT) AND THE CEINESE
COMMUNIST PARTY (CCP)
S R I S o

The women's movement in China did not emerge just
in the event of the Commnist Revolution. In fact, it has
a long and remarkable Tooord.  Women!s putioipatiun‘ in’
revolution be;an way back as early as the Talping Rebellion
in 1850, the 1898 Hundred Day Reform and the subsequent
1911 revolutionary activities,'#? A1l these historical

events show that early before the Commmnist regime was
established, women had participated in politics in China
and had demanded greater sex-equality.” .

It is noteworthy that with the impact of western
ideas of bourgeois d-it;emy,,' the idao of female equality
was preached by two e&ly prominent male reformers: Liang
Ch'i-ch'ao and K'an Yu-wei in the late 1800's, Their
examples were followed by many independent women leaders.
6ne of these leaders was thé remarkable and devoted women's
rights advocate, - Ch'iu. Chin. She was one of the e‘a_.rly Chinese
female radicals in the early 1900's ~-the one who established
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China's first feminist newspaper in 1909.148

As a matter of fact, the 1911 bourgeois revolution
-- fathered by Sun Yat—sen -- had stimlated the idea of
§ drgam.zmg a women's movement., Thaf revolution stressed
the Tights for women to have equal participation in
revolution with men, 49 Besides, 1t had plaited the seeds
for later ideology that subsequently helped weaken the
traditional dominance of the family in social and political

spheres, 150

AMong with the impact of western imperialism,
christianity, liberal democracy, pramatism, .anarchism and
-enmmnmism also inspired the rehellious Chinese. ".!he most
rebéllious sector was the youths. = They were, inspired to
bz‘a'oeyl against the Confucian family pattern, Thus they
became the organic ally of the wa’men's movenent. .

The very incipient stage of the Chinese remmn
‘movements dates back to 1912 =-- the time wvhen the hourgeois
Republic was established. This Republic was the product of
the bourgeois revolution in 1911. This revolution had
already included the emancipation of women as one of its
elemantx;.151 It was at that time women in China were

ndeeply influenced by western suffragettes, but
coloured as well by the fight against a feudal
patriarchal society, this movement calls itself
Ry SaEgT, 1ot Feego movenemyivige T %

The post-revolutionary phase vas marked by the
formation of many women's organizations demanding political

rights, Even men helped strive for wmen's rights. During




the period of 15 years (1900 - 1914), the women's liber-
ation was taken by men as an integral part in the liber-
ation of the country from the Manchus' rule. Perhaps

b the had p all the

practices, e.g. conmx’hinas and prostitution, the attack on
the degradation of women could be seen as equivalent to an
attack on part of the Manchus' culture,

Meanwhile, the western ideas of humanity -stimmlated
women to protest against the inhumane working conditionms for
Women workers, Many womens' organizations came fnto being
for this purpose,t> Indeed,. the working conditions were
generally poor, For example, in a cotton factory (as in
;;m other textile factories) women workers always had to..
'go.tOQﬂ early in the morning while the city was asleep
Just to get emough to eat. They could not return home
until late at night, "(They) never saw the sky for months,
and some never saw the sun for yau'u.'lﬂ’ Pay was poor
and they also.had to face the harsh treatment of the foremen.

Women's movements in China during the period from
1900 - 1914 can be divided into two phases: before and
after the bourgeois revolution of 1911. The pré—rawlutionm

’ phase was mainly concerned with meoun‘qug women to
participate in revolution, Alw‘t.hero came the ideas of

improving women's u_duu.tion and wnbinding their feet. The
main theme of the post-bourgeois revolution movement was to
fight for sex-oquality in terms of equal rights for men and
women. However, no great success came forth m the first
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attempt to demand equal suffrage rights through a
petition to Sun Yat-sen. The Second phase of the women's
movement aimed at family reform, That came out through
vigorous criticiams of the Confucian family,l’®
Purthermore, western ideas were introduced through
Jjournals end magazines. These stix;mlat;sd Chinese women
t\o review their situations and to demand improvements
through social, cultural, and political reforms. Thus,
"the New Culture Movement or Renaissance which started
Wovenant oF TRISH5E" £ bt et ol
, ﬂiiﬁ”io“i‘ie”Zﬁﬁa;fﬁ’.?‘si‘éaie’é‘?‘éiﬁ°§&ui'?i W57
i . B Such "family rsvolubion" proceeded hand in hand
with the youth mavemaniv:‘ and women!é-movement as the phases
of ifie May Fourt Novenent,158 he nfantlp revolution®
embedded the demand for sex-equality for women in family
and in society, Besides, it included demands for free
marriage based on love; arranged m@age by parents waé
criticized, It also advccated a new westem-patteméd
 femily institution,% )
i By and large, the women who P;n‘gaged in these

*It is noteworthy, however, that the women's movement
first appeared as an i.nd

ary @Girls' -Patriotic Assoeiatian. That was organized to
protest against the unfair treaties of the foreign powers
after World War I, Thé women's movement existed by then
only as small scattered groups until it burst rorth again
later as more concerned with the freedom, equality and
suffrage problems for the womemé

| . i

movements became the ally of the rebellious youths, Indeed,

endent organized body in the tempor-

rd
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"infused with westerm concepts of equality and competitive-
ness, advanced Chinese became bourgeois feminists, " Theiv

160, This sector of

began to fight for women's rights.
youths included many Chinese intellectuals 1like writers,
educators, andlatatesmen. ) They became the foremost women's
emancipation leaders.

! Moreover, O‘h.lxm was by then freshly influenced by
Christianity. And mo?.'e women .were loyal to the Christian
faith than nmen,. Thus, the-Y.W.C.A could grow into a

legitimate part or-thé Vomen's emanciyati’oi: mvmept.lel

It mounted mercilea‘q"acta,ékrsv an_'f}:‘q tradi t1onal state of
women. Meanwhile, ﬁos% mén ed\x‘catéﬂ. Abmad ‘brough't back’
the "western (concepts) oz vhat an ideal (woman) should
be. w162

mriné the incipient stages, protests were unorgan-

ized and sporadic, However, there was a tendency for the

whole movenent to become revolutionary, Women's “Preedom

tended to be linked with the freedom of all «th\e Chinese
peo]ale,."'63 Ordinary women concernéd about women's issues
mostly entered the  lab Brgapizﬁtions‘ together with men
to fight for their rig::\ w v p

Tater -on, there vere\)\rganinaﬂuns pub.'pcul&rly

-formed in the Nationalist ten‘i’bury to. fight for women's

r:.gheu. These, Home.n'a sectlana oz tha Knnmintang ‘were

,"nnder Mrs, mao Chung RKai;. the widov ot a ramnus mar':yr
‘of Cariton I.abmu- Movement ,




activities of both the Kuomintang and the Chinese.

Commiznist Party in the 1920's carried;the womén's

movement to new heights.! It was through these activities

that women could participate in politics, occupatilan; as

well as education vhich had never been open "tu them beforé.
In addition to the "xalily revolution" the New'

Culture Hovemant narked ths heginni.ng of the z-apiﬂ de\relop-

ment in woen's. edueation and co—educutiomll“ It was !

5 fn\ﬂ:hez: facnl.ta.te u.nder the Na.ticnalist regme‘tlfro g)f

the* pz-nmulgatlon £ A nevw kmship flaw "which pemitted

mrri,sge trea ohnice o! parmers nonditioned upon

purentu.l apprnva.l 'I167 Thua, !.ur “the ﬁut time in chins,

marx'iase as a soclal institution. got legal b co@ition that
paid. attention to the -importance of the- young -couple*s own
interests.

Purthermore,” being mﬂuenced by the western ideas,
pcaple) began to question the Confucian orthodoxy that moldeﬂ_'
the kinship Vﬂues end family institution., It became
,Iaahionable for modern intsllectuals to. attack and criticiza

- omfactanton, 168

The raal ren for women's n was first

mt;lvatad by women from middle and upper .gocinl classes and’
was réstricted to demanding minor- reforms. Iater the

" -Chinese Communists argued: that "th’ﬁliﬂcipaﬁ’oﬁlof women can

~only” éome With'a change in' ﬂi_e‘éoici’al‘ structure which. frees

“mm and.vomen a:ma.“]'69 It was based oni this ain that the .

165
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; but also the ortlina.ry nasses,

included pmviniona - ali ty, pai-ticnlarly »

T 5

Chinese Commnist Party w vas founded in 1921.37°

Shoxtly . ’ 1%
afterwards, a Woman's Runcipation Aasoclation was tarmed

under the Joint organization bf tha Chme!e Communist Party
171

‘and the Kuomintang.
s \
As aforementioned, the feminist movement in pre-
@
revolutignary China was an m@egrd part of the so-called

’ ':family ievulutlon". Meanwhile, Western notions of sex-
., equdlity and ofd ic Ibmi19 jantzatd ‘began not

only to attract the. attention of’ the chineae mtallegentaia . \ £ { o
172° R g et Doge i LS

i Thquglh the !istiomsliut Congrsqués rnpeatedly urged

for refom in the ramlly syst, g wua nattuntil 1931 that
the new 01v1.1 Code was promulgated that legally altared the - -
Chinese family system,* w173 Under the msrgix_z; demaml_s, “the -
Wationalist governmest was forced to promulgate legielation

to. slter the traditional family, £11.the legislations

promlgated emphasized greater ux—equlity between men and
174

women in the tamily contest.
It is notewotﬂxy t'hat thu Civil Code of 1931

in ‘regard to marriage and divorco, property rights and. |

o gginmce etce 'These were really radical and zmlutionary

in nature, Uafortunately the Civil ‘Code Temained little but’

a pieca. of _paper: for it was not unxor.ead or publicizéd with

st effort, ' q
Heammile, the ch!.nsu cammunist Yn.rty promulgatedx/
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their own code concerning marriages. Hi.th these regulations:
"marriage and divorce By mutual consent, n-ee of charge;
prohibition of tyrannous motheru-x.n-lav, pmstituuon,
infanticide, and footbinding; equal property rights" were
guaranteed.’’> Indeed, early in the Soviet period (1927)
the Chinese Commmnists had already advocated the monogamous
1dea’ 176 and the abolition of ancestral. worship also
lessened the male-supremacy notion in the {amily context.

As a matter of fact, the. position of women had
undergone many. radical changes long before the Kuomintang
prnmlgated their Civil Code, The most worth-noting change -
was the abolition of the foot-binding custom. Invaddition,
one interesting reform was:introduced through the '1936-5

‘New Li.ra t. In tm:t A t, the g t ptovlded
neollective weﬂungs" ao as_to deviate from traditional
style of wedding.ln " fhrough collective weddings the
married couples, particularly the na;: ‘brides cl‘:uld be a bit
freer rre}n the control o‘I ‘the grooms' families since the

wedding expenses were j‘ointl& borne by. all couples participating

in the same wedding., For traditionally, the heavy wedding
expem!e cnntributed to the grooms' families' degradation ot

" the new brides. .

Other changes included the provision of educational -
6pj1 rtunities’ for girls and women and the less-restriction o

women's' employment in professional:work. These tended to
be changes introduced mot only to cities btut all parts of
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the countrysides tco.r'a

Howevér, such efforts were not
carried out energetiéally enough. Hen.nwhllnv the wider
feminist goals and organizational methods of the 1920's
were ignored. ILater the 1934 New Life Mov t would signal
& neo-Confucian revival supporting the patridrchal fanily
and ma.).e-sm;x‘a::y.m9 -

In addition to the legislative réforms cmieﬂr out.
by the nationalist government, there had :’uready been quite
a fow nation-wide campaigns in the Republic time to improve

" women's status,180

The most remarkable campaigns were run
and organized under the dxfaotlon of the Christians through
many educational institutions. ;Among them, the Y.W,C.A. and
the Y.M.C.A. had ‘been in the front line of the leadership.
Other annrtant orglnlutlona ex.ueed after 1922, although
by then a split occnmd in ‘the women's movement. The
movement was divided into moderate and revolutionary wings.

" The ‘omr:vi.ng became identified with the bourgeoisie and
the latter was iidmtitisd with the communists.

. These wings were D 1y the Women's
Suffrage Association and the Women's Rights League, The
former worked for geétting constitutional equality for women;

the latter "in addition called for women to joip the
-revolution, to overthrow the feudal warlords, and struggle

181

for a democratic society. Furthermore, it is noteworthy

that the moderate wing was made up of éducated women who

aimed primarily at politicagdl rather than economic rights.
' a

A



They usually employed the tactics of petitioning-afd ,
demonstrations. The rewdlutionary wing was made v\‘xp of
factory women who aimed at demanding improvements in wages
and working conditions etc. They usually took actloz‘ns of
.aabotaga, strike, and demonstrations. 182 . Though through
these campaigns women could attain freedom to receive
education outside their homes, they were only successful
%o a limited extent.’ There were still more illiterate
women than men. ' Women attended universities and colleges
together wvith men, yet they were still a minority as coﬁpared
with the number of men-m’ Nevertheless, with all such
+ improvements, women conld have new wurk opport\mlties. Eyen
eu-edusatien ‘began to spread.- For thuae with lower socio-
. economic background, these meant "theizj ,reln;.n’forzthe
industrial labour market and the weakening of male qnthority
in the home;" 184
By and large, the period between 1914 and 1928 was
a period of ;narksd assault on the ideologies degrading the
traditional status of women., The reformists' ideologies at
‘this ﬁerioﬂ were more eoncox;qed with the "humanization" of
wonen than the precesding period, This mmanizationincluded
_ glving women 1 : ' and political
participations, The ch_tnese Commnists stressed that the.

factory women and the women peasanis had to be mobilized in
order to overthrow capitalism whose very structure wes the
Toot of women's subordination, 85 During the 1920's the

r
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Kuomintang women's departments put effort to effect yet
anot);ter turn "away from family and towards general political
radicalism", This was alsq the effort exerted by the
Chinese Communist Party wohen's departments t)uvughout the

twenties, 186

-

WOMEN'S MOVEMENTS UNDER THE SPONSORSHIP
OF THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY (CCP)

It is most noteworthy that the Commnist China's

women's movement came into being through the celebration of

March 8, International Women's Day in 1924, That was a most
revered ev"en;; 4in which the ‘Chinese Communist ‘Party (CCP) -
spanaox-ei rallies thmug,‘neut cb.ma The most :camarkable
one-wag held in Cantan. Tbere women donstratsd, damandmg
*to ‘have more uqual education as wel‘L as the abolition of
187

* polygamy. »
Perhaps thé women in China themselves realized that

the very structure ot capitalism«was the source of their
oppression, It was part}culaz-ly the case for the women

”wtké'x‘a. This kind of feeling was further fostered by the
antivfeninist attack beginning to be mounted wnder the

++Lsadership of Ohiang Kai-shek after 1927.%%8 "Meanwnile
-fhe Chinese Oom\mﬁét mnvemant came to be.identified with
the Women's movement. Not surprisingly, Chiang thought
"women's rights was an important symbo“l of 'the. total social
reforn desired by the Teftists,"*3% From Chiang's point of

<
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view, if the Chinese Commmnist movement could really integrate
with the women's and youth's movements, it would weaken or
mdénger his mle. So, he attacked the feminist movement,
Despite that, the women's movement képt on progressing.
"Throughout the twenties, March 8 gontinund. to be a focal
point for mobilizing women." These celebrations ;ud symbolic~
ally encourage the Chinese wmnen.lao '

Such movements had stmx;g_appeal to women workers
and women ya;a»sants. With women mal:lng up a significant
part of the 1abt7'ut force, so.the trade.unions and peasant
unions were urga.nized for them under the directorship of
the Chinese Commiiists, 9 Thus, the Nay Fourth Movement
0271925 sazkced the dévelopmht. of the Commmist mﬂuance j
in the new wnmen workers! .movenent.

"This new women workers' movsment started smultaneously

Titing e Fuban Rabivay sbeics 1o 1983, "Tie fomder

Voment o Dopartent of the’ Chisese Communiet PartyiiIS2

. That chief —-Miss Hsiang, ‘took the labour movement

as the only potential for feminist organization and struggle.
M;.mbera of the labour organizations were considered to be
willing to make eaorinces. She stressed more the rneed of
"incorporating women iniu the party's labour movement than
in developing a separate womén's bureau. "193 This was based ',
on her idea that "feminiat rebellion was meaningless without
general political resolution." w194

That idea was-particularly congruent with the '




situations in China after 1925. It was then the Kuomintang
had established its dictatorial rule under the leadership of
Chiang Kai-shek., He initiated purges with anti-feminist
aspects, Many.mass oiganizations_ were. dri\ren underground.
This indirectly confirmed Heing's analyses that the feminist
movement required a wider basis of gupport.,
mrthe:mure, the fact that the early movement had
had ﬂifﬁ.c’ulty in building mass support, also conrirmed
Hsiang's vlsion that the feminist movement shonld be *
) hworpnra.teﬂ 1nto other mass Hovements, g
Meanvhile, there were various mass movements, -The
is s fixvst remarkable kind of organizations in,volvéd 'tha‘educatea
) yonthé -~ students who were the ‘backbone of ‘the ea.rlyl
Communist Party. ‘These student movements wer'eva'vga'lnizad ’ + By
by Helang Ching YU together with three other prominent
Communist women's 1ea,d§r§ -~ Tg'ai Ch'ang, Teng Ying Ch'ao
. and Yeng Chi-mua.'%% »

R One noteworthy. thing about the student movements i
is that "female activiem in t’};e ‘movement was not what the !
party women would have hoped." It was assumed that student
movements would have had strong appeal to girl students.
;‘ In regard to the eguality of education-in the past, girls
were more oppressed than boys.  For long, educational
institutions had been n}alg-d‘eminated. It was very difficult
for a pe:asant ybuth to get @atinn, and even more so for
a girl. 'That might be because girls were inexperienced in
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196 4, the

organizing the cells of the New Student Society.
cells and activities were mainly organized and led by men.
That might also be because of the small enrollment of girls
in higher education, ’

"In 1922 it is estimated that only 6.32% of the
students.in non-missionary schools were girls;
T e n i e e s

Besides, another mass movement that had close
relatio!i_v{ith_ the Communist y‘mmen'a.mn%ement wag the labour
movement, -~ At that time women constituted a significant
pﬁpnﬁidn of .the labou.r‘ force. They were ma:lnly employed

_in the: light Lndustz-ies like spinning and. weav.tng. Because
these ivn(dnstriee,,had‘ been considered as traditional “wémexg'é
worlg;' and @l&éméﬁ were more willing ‘to work. for low;r wages
than men, .they had’ been mn‘m; easily ‘exploited than men, it‘
is evident in the poor working conditions that women had to
face in the 19207, .| ‘
. "'.l‘hey worked the same 12-hour day as did men but
received much less pay ~- sometimes only half as
:ﬁgleln a:alggxiaugr:n gé:geg!'fof ghe pame jobs.‘ Some.
Sefing that kind or"oppression, the Gomunlsts ‘appreciated
that the female labour force oould be a. ferti'le recmitmg
gmnnd.lgg

'Under the comuniats' organizauon, wom;n wurkers T

participa.ead x.n mny st;-ilfes. It mked the tirsé high
tide of 1922, Ihough most n! these. stz‘ﬂ:as ended up in

rallura, yet these at leaat shwed the militancy of female




' ‘mmtestad 1n the 1abour movement. However, ‘this was
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wnrke!"s‘ The Communists continued to highly value the
support of ‘the t;‘orkeru thréughout 1926 and 1927. During
this period, two most prominent women organizers ex;nérged.
They were Tg'ai mi';ng.and Liu Chien-hsien., They succeeded
in organizing a strike in early ls_gj for the Shanghai silk
workers in welcome of the Northern Br\padj.tion. They proved
to be anth\{slaetic organizers, However they were threatened
‘and were held back from progressing mrther by Chiang Kai-shek's

"white terror"” a.fter ‘his successful Nurthem E:xpedltlzm in
1927, 200 .

_' v' By and large, the Commnists' efforts in organizing
‘_:'femmist aetivities durlng the twanties had mainly \:een

abandoned as the Party shifted from an urban strategy to the
] village strategy.

' The peasant movement constituted another noteworthy
mass movement that the Chinese Communists had merged with the

' women's movement., At the beginning of the peasant movement,

women had already been involved. aTho peasant women were

oz‘ga.nizeﬂ into ruffersnt women's unions.' In addition, a women
: peasants' movement was even officially sanctioned as a !

parallel to the women wozkers' movement,

. The womens" unlons in such a movement were to take

up the; task of counsellins women on. problems concemlng their.
. maruagaé. They were to bnlp defend the rights o, wopen “and

take care of ‘divorce issues, Fighting for the ri ’Io‘r the




peasant women to divorce, created problems.
n(1f) the women's association did not grant a divorce,
the wife would be dissatisfied and the organization
VI ‘the eversY prasenta’ malos, sy Tl he Froblens
As & matter of fact, it was hard for a peasant to find a
wife, 'Thus, the Chinese Communists had to face a dilemma:
to liberate women peasants, they might lose support from the
male peasants.
Besides, the movement needed propagandists, This
required, training ‘to be given to the propaganists. That .
in hxm needed financial support, "Women simply did not
conttnl enough wealth to succesamny support their
: movemen’c." 202 '
mrthermore, the. peasant women's movement also had
%o confront two other Mls.i The first was the difficulty
in nvercoming the cons itism of the women in the villages,
The other problem obstructing the movement was the conflict
'_v hetweei: the ‘females and males Within the whole peasant
ﬁ;oyeé;e‘nt. .
) At this point, ik 18 noteworthy that the peasant
womens' situations had a similarity with those of the girl
p sj;\g,&ents. ‘That meant both were oppressed sexually despite
j:h‘ei; different ono_mic oirq}mqtannes. This was evldent
g in thajpeas,ant women's enthusiasm in seeking,divorce. Thus,
:‘ﬂ;e’y were not just struggling agaiwst the landlords but also
_against‘the men of their families. It was. further justified
by the fact that "even the most politically radical of fathers
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generally retained his perogatives as head ‘ot the household
and decision maker for his women,"203

By and large, there were quite a few problems that
hindered the pace of the feminist movement in China during
the twenties.

THE CHINESE COMMUNIST REVOLUTION AND EARLY
WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENTS IN CHINA
A8 far as the relations between the Chinese Communist
Ewblﬁ{i@‘ad the emancipatioq of Chinese women are caﬁcemed,
therd haé been’ a’ derinﬂ;e connection between them, Daring
e 1neipient stages of the Chinege ‘Commnist Revolution
. (1.8. priotr to. 1927), ‘the Ghinese Communists viewed womax's
v.libaraﬂon as. an integral part of a 'socialist revolntlm. ) £

Huwaver, after 1927, that relation underwent a change. By | i
the:’:, the Stalinist leadership of the Chinese Commnist
Party tried energetically to sthugatle women's movement to
the party's task of running a.socialist revolution.
"(T)he party under ‘Stalinist leadership (even) often
sought to limit the demands of women to enforcement
‘of the democratic provision of the Xuomintang law
code rather than ﬁaing beyond them to full
participation. n20
Betwaen 1917 and 192'] the, ‘Chinese Comznmist Party

gave women censid able romal equality with men, i,e,

granting rree abortion on dand and restoring and

raccnntmcti.ng t\ Y xqmiage and divorce laws, etc. It was

then ﬁhaﬁ-‘tbs;pa!“’ty" woiksrs .engaged in a Marxist analysis
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of the oppression of women in China, Indeed, women's
exclusion from productive labour helped them develop the
orthodox Marxist analysis which seemed to fit the situations
at that tine.2%® Thus, 1t was emphasized that women's .
emancipation depended on thsi.r role in production and "that
only through economic prosperity and independence can women
start to gain liba}'atiam“ Not surprisingly, the Communists
linked the women's contribution to the family's income with
their status in the family, The Chinese Communists argued
that women's status i;x the family would rise-as a result of
their significant contribution to the family's ,anome.“,Th\;s
the importaﬁee of work £or women has been stfasséd.zos This
is the reason that the Chinese q:;mmnnisis once ac)c;;owledged‘
that®only through the Chinese rCnmuniatl'Party's policies of -
massive mobilization could the Chinese women be li.bieragted. 207-
It was éve:q obvious tiurmg the wartimes when extra~labonr was
needed to k‘eep up production. Moreover, the women's
organizations could be influential because their wo'mén
members contributed signir,ican.tly to production, However,
_women's family responsibilities limited the extent of their
participation in production, Also, urban women found it
difficult to find 3;\75. That was perhaps also the funda-
mental hinrierance to the womén's movement in the towns,Z%®
Nevertlieless, it was the Chinese Communist
rmlut;on that vastly improved-Chinese women's status; its
revolutionary ideology stressed that women should be liberated

™4



. Assogiation. for ‘about 300,000 wpmm.z,“ PO .

« (pY i
Q order to create a.new societ‘y.m The Chinese. Communists

had already taken wmnen'a emancipation "as part of a

spontaneous social muvement (that) became meorporstsd into

government .policy." Also, they adapted the Mmist doctrl.na

tha‘p deems. it necessary to make every able~bodied person

aoon;micaily ptoductive.zm Indeed, Mao.had been deeply

in.fluenced; by this. He himself agreed that: "in order to

Puild a‘ great sccis.‘list soclevy, it is of the utmost

importance to aro«use the brosd massaa of. vomen to join in -

Vprcductive mtivltias see 211 me is really congment with
“the Marxist position. A% 1y sapet surpris.’mz at all

becausa early m 1‘317-1927, Man had already bam openly &
concerned. with the femmj.st mvement. He saw it as a msaps
to transform society by ﬁghtlng aga.inst "prostitution,
concubinage, and the abuss of tamily power, to raise the

consciousness of women and help them to d/ieunvez- their sacia.l

function,n 213 ) : |

. All these' gnals were alea.rly manifested through
the Chinese Communis® Party's polieias toward women, These
policiga were directed to. liberate- .women‘"rroin their ’ s
traﬁitional ‘seml-erxistence, to go. to work‘for’ fhe Chinese,
peopls. As part of :U:s strategy ‘to-: mobilize wumen toward
their goal, they set n‘b the militant Natiom:l Homen's

Howuver, as. a result of tha 1925 regolution of the

Executive Committee nrrtha cumuniut International, the
Chinege com\m_tqj: Pgrty followed Stalin's advice to subordinate




They also experienced free part!.cipation Ln women's :

T2

5
itself to the Knn’min‘téng. It conséquently led to Chiang
Kail-shek's succeasml reaction against women's emanaipstlon
in the 1927 mu'ge. a5
1t was in the same year that the Kuomintang and

the Chinese Communist Party split. After that, ‘the Chinese

. ¢ Communist, Party retreated to the rural bases in the coustry-

ide’ of Hunan and Kiangsi.

"In the rural base. areas that the (COmmunist Party)
.retreated to, the status of women changed dramatically
- under -the impact of mass mobilizations. -They were
. granted inheritance and property. rlggtg as.well as-
- freedom of ma.n'isge and divorce ..omel g

_'organizations ami evén in military tasku 1ike guarx-nla > 3 AL 5

‘Broups, .

‘These fural base aveas, wers under gonst: i N

by Chiang's regime. Finally they could substain mo more
and the base areas had to be ab‘andqned, The Chinese ~
Comunin’gs from these base areas were forced to take the
"Long March® in Oct., 1934 and fled'into Northeastern China
in order to stay away from the. Kuﬁintm's yurg'eé. Women -
were only assigned restricted and Bp‘enis;l. roles within the
Red Army to take care of public health:and 'ugpply tasks. 27
It wag in the cmn'.‘aga of t’he "I:b_hg Maxch" that Mao Tse—tm;g -
emuge‘\j’lf as the ‘central leader of the Chinese Communiist Party .
in ‘fan,, 1935, ' Tho ¥Iong Marcht enfed in Oct. 1935 vhen

the Chinese Comnm.nists f!.nally mi.vad at Ismm m Nertharn
218" -

Shensi Province.
3 Mea}nwhﬂ.e

“3aen which had a:_l.x'endy takien viufge“ b
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sections of Manchuria and Northern China, was clearly planning

w
i e

a further invasion.” Tt led to the formation of a united"

front of the Chinese Commnis' Parﬁ and the Kuomj.ntang‘ﬁo
resist the Japanese,attack. Once again, women played athajor
=

Tole in productive activities during the pertod from 1936 to
1945, These productive activities included makj.n§ n)goea and
clothes for soldiers and transporting military supplies to,
the front where tﬁe soldiers were fighting qéﬂﬁstlthe
Japanese, o el

It 4is mtewox'thy that duz'ing that anti-u]’apanese

played a rana::kable put. ; Thsy -held~ *

‘moyement; .\ i
mvasion. ‘Female

demons re gall the

warnt on sttike 1n mmy Japanese ouneﬂ mna

< "in® De‘om\:er ’1935 the Women's National Salvation
.Association was formed 4in Shanghai an and - -organizged
demonstrations around slogans such as.'Stop Civil v
War! *Form a United Front Against Japan %o save the' .
Nation' and .'Women can Emancipate T "hsmselvgir Only Ao,
: Tbmugh Participation in the Ilesistance' Ll R

Women in the libarated areas'in North China were
mtensivsly mc'bxlized under the leaderéup ot the chinese
Commni st Par'qy. " Thay we:.-s mohilized to jom the anti=

i

Japanese movements in' 1937. At-the same time they were

_‘mobilized to riglit for ‘their own 1iberation. 'So. they

dectdod-—fo enlarge "and reforn the aizsady eatabliahed
They also felt! it o

Hsiang nman's Represmtatlve sueisty.
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numbers of qualified women were recruited as members.zzo.

After the war, the Kuomintang and the Chinese
wst Party again fought against each other,’?’ It vas.
. at t)mt ‘time when the Marxists adopted a more rsdice.l social
programe. That resulted in the existence‘a! more radlcal
. uteihaes toward the family and dfvorce.

Ay

‘7‘ "Women were ammraged ‘to struggle agamat 'rauda:l.h

o family,: CCP (Chinese Communist Party) women's groups
organized YSpeak. Bitterness' sessions where groups -of
women would gather in the villages and publicly-recount
. the humiliations of the old system, the‘beatings, the
Tapes, unique forfi 'of struggle sefved to translate
the peruonal anguish of women into a lective anger :
against the system,"222 ° !

The noteworthy relevant changes introduced by the
*  ChineselCommuinist Party through the course of, revolution. were
the ma.m.lsga laws initiatsd by Mao's ca.u to the village

‘women o . defend vomen's mteresvs dux-ing the Kiangsi ~Soviet
period’ f192’l-1953). B

®The laws of -the Xiaﬁgm—s«:v&e&t of most concern to -

- women were the two marriage laws promulga
Central Executive Committee: The first
m—wei-ai Kung-he-kup hm'=yin t! siao-li.
Aprn 1934." TRE s

soth J.st bacame the blue prlnts for the later Comnnlst
‘Mmiage Iaw. Ehese 1awn vo, the firat mmples in China's
hi tory that claimad the uta.tes' involvemsnt in the marriage
aya'cen or the, peoyle by ; “the . legal Teglsty oL
T LS

- mmiage aml divox'ce.

It‘ m a.rter the sinasmpnnese War .ﬂmt the chineee 5
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policy. The most remarkable feature was the land-reform
which brought forth some deep and significant changes
concerning women., The mé; important change guarantees that
women ha:vg equal. rights to the land as men do, Théy also
_have rights in the disfnsal- of ‘property. in. the fam1y,225
These have re.a_.uy i‘alised the‘morsle gnﬂvconspiousnau of
’ women. Thus, th‘éy:hav‘e becon%ekincre,asingly unwilling to
remain subordinate ‘bn the degrading roles in the family and !
in society.226
" By and large, women have been respected all through
the Communist movement in China, * That perhaps is mainly
because they have been the ;‘co-equala" of the Chinese ’ . S

revolution. 227 Nevertheless, under the leadership of. i .
Chinese Communist Party, women were at. first ‘graatli\. ) : U
mobilized to participate in a variety of activities. “These ) f

, included pa.w:tie!pation in mﬁustry to provide clothing and : i
neee!s;lties for the soldiers in the front, and to raise the

gross productifity in society as well. Besides, they also s
participated in activities.like
~'“agricultural. production, handicra!t (textile espe ally)
. industry, contritution. ¢ weapon. and #80d, ‘condol®ion, -,
helping’ the soldiers' families,- transportation,’ nursi.ng‘ -
and medical cargyefighting in the !:mnt, -and holiti a.'L "
. partieipatlon." 2
These vare yartl.cularly evident atcer 19‘2 when 5, 71 Ly
. ? . *
the c‘hinsae enmunists hcsan the conatmctian pmgrame 1n

“the :u.bmted u:eas. They enmraged Women to take part in

fmg. 'mms "vmmun 4dn the nberated a.reas gro\md the rice -
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'
and wheat, roasted and dried food, and delivered it to the
fropt." Gemerally speaking, women working as farmers
constituted 40 to 50 per cent of the tqtal labour force in
some regions and they never comitnted\'\ less than 15 per
cent of “.229 Most mtml’thy 4is that ‘women working in
lsrlculmal production even constituted up to 90 per =ent
of 'the total la.bmu- force in northem (.’hj.u, for nearly all
the nsg there were drawn out to f£ight the'war. 230

2fe most necnsm functiona for women Ln the. .
liheratal!' areas t‘o perform were nursing uid medical care.’
They even donated blood for 'the needy !bldiers.

"When the Kuomintang was eryins 4o wipe out the &
liberated areas, the women'hid the wounded soldiers
in their homes and underground. There were a number
of, women who actually tg oined the ﬁerulla bridges
(sic), and worked in the front,"2 .

It was particularly the case in-1947 - 1949 whm the gumilh
warfare ocmu'rsd in eastern chi.na. By then, men cmntituted
80 = 90 per cent of,all the medical persomnel over that

aistrict. 222 : ; s ¢

i
{

]
v

i

Msmn, women in the liberated areas were
nobx;uzea to join the local amy~- the "self-defence.army",
12 order to help protect the Iiberated areas.?? " Gotng hand
:.in hand with that was the'mnbin‘uéﬁnn of women to piz‘ﬁoi.ﬁate L
in’ poutioa.l and muitur; depammta in tha nboratad uea.s ¢ i
.ot nox’th-weutem Ghi.ne 'mmy emld hold’ the ;posts as o:ﬁceu‘ . ‘l
1n. those ,"' t5 and as. represe 'vuozthavuln"gea.‘_l- P
i
i
1

: It is natmrthy tha.t a llrge proportion of educated wmlen 3
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were mobilized in political participation m.z” At this
point, there seems to be a parallel in the western societies
like the U.S. and Britain where the gutu- of. vo:ln was
raised owing in part ‘to -their Pattiei)_)ltiml in the two :
world wars.

AIJ. m m. during the, noriad of 1927 1949, -
‘ women in mat uharatea areas m Chiina: ran thalr activities’
" largely ucconung to the 5ﬁ\ml guidelines of the cm.nese "
.Oommist Party. Being nob.!.llud by the Chinese Gommlst
! Puvty. the oonaoioﬁsness of the wmnan was greatly muued.
N 3 !'hs 1dn of equality botwcen men ami women was by then '
3‘ : mhaa:lud in those ubaratea mas. _' . %




CHAPTER VII

REASONS BEHIND THE RISE, OF CHINESE.WOMEN'S : {
STATUS ACCOMPANYING THE. CHINESE ) o
commNt S mommpri :

~If the Chinese Commnist Revoi_ution brought drastic
changes in the status of Chinése ﬁmm, this fact requires
exylanatioﬁ. One noteworthy reason is that the Chinese
comunista have "taken women ae an oppressed class, It was
even apparently acknowledged that unlike men in China who

‘were subj edted to only three systems of authority; women in
China were subjectsd to’ puutical authority, clan authotity

and religious authorxty, as well as tha nmthurity of the .
y hug‘hend. nma, the Uh.!.nese Commmiste have taken socialism

as the pre-requisita Ior ‘women's llberation, believing that
in order for woilén -to 'na liberatsd, they have to engage -in
; genara.l political struggle against all the four authoribles.255
closaly related to the destruction of. the nppresuiva :
‘kmds of anthurities was_the dras’cic change in the homelife
o! unmen. This drastin ehangs could only be bmght forth”
‘under the, soonomic innuences that forced Women out of. their
hnmes am? villages into - the tantox‘ies. ‘The lminese Gemunists
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have for long subordinated women's struggle to class
struggle. They have beem holding that like all oppressed

. classes, women in pre-revolutionary China must be liberated,
bﬁ\f changes in the status of women "cdn take place only in

n236

eonjuiction wifh other changes. " They believed that as

well a8 suffering from -genez-al‘eocial and: economic

of;pz;essiuns. women éixifered "in addition a gpg’ cial form of :
oppresaion resulting fromthe unique conditions which affect
“women alone of all social 5ionps."237 >
Women's emancipation was facilitated and supported
by a revolutignary 1qeology that "insisted th;t the
] RN 1iberation of women was necessary to create the new scz_::iety."z33
i ‘At the same,time, the femifiists committed themselves to fight £ h {
. for liberation of women in the context of a- free and new.
] ! soctety. 239 w " 2 s 2
The Chinese Communists' aimed at a complete turn-over

]
i
of the feudal system. It is a matter of fact that the -
" Comunist revolutionaries took "the revolution of women's

rights as part of/ the destruction:of the old social ordexr."
" They atmed at: "the restructuring of fixed social Telationshiips ki
. ==class, political statis, end ﬁh;a clan and lineage systems
Lﬁ the coﬁmiw w240 "y, wumén's ﬁb‘atation was gj.vén top
pricrity in the Gh!.nan commn.!.st ;'evolutiun in ubich ‘the
,chinese revolutiomies were to n‘ee the (nunese women "ag :
- @ means | o: attacld.ng the extsnded ramuy and destr@}ing the' -

i
po‘war of M4 e, clan hea ana pata‘:tamilias. o o : m
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Cogmnist movement, its members had been energetic in

_ developing the family revolution and its related ideological 4

movements and reforms, . Their utmost -efforts were manifested
G ﬁrmgh series of regilations promlgated threughout-the
Goulmlut mvuunt. Those Tegulations lncluded ‘the Marriage
R-m:tiuns of the Chinue Sovi.et Rmh)..lc of 1931, the

» ] 2/ enporary Hminge Remlationa o.t the chinasu Sovist Rspnhlic
in 1951~, nmi 'the Me.n-uge Regulatinns oﬂ the Boarder ‘Area of
Chaha.l and anei provxnees,z‘l A1l than laid tha lmmdatxun
tor the f\n‘thar p'ronmlgaticn. of the New Hmhge Isw on

May 1, 1950 -Zwhich I lhlll touch upnn in greater d‘tail

‘1 later on.

By and hi-gé, the aims of these efforts had for

1ong been mbaddod in the pre-rmluuomry peasant movements,
Ona » ﬂm gvala of ﬂwsb peasant movements was to wipe out
tha uppr sion of Chinese- men. It could.be achieved when <
'the clan mthntlty of the elders and sncutm tmylel as
E; i well as the husbamls' nscuune authority were ovarthmwn' 242
- i msa are necasury bemse the respect for ona'a adars was
one .or the most hporent mactu of truxtj.oul mnnue i
\ family 11!- tha't was the root of the "axcnain aml gometimes
Vo, tyremical mﬂwrity" ina famtiy.24?

m GAJJ!‘.D(G WIDER. SUPPORT
0 COMMONIST REVDLUTIOIh
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. -
the revolution the Chinese Gommxﬂiqts needed, gregt_er support

from the Chinese people. Perhaps the Chinese Communists
realized that s

"aince the peopls mogt dlsadvemtaged or oppressed in
the 0ld society were fhe ones who could most quickly
be brought to feel ‘frustration or bittemess at their,
position, women ‘were politically a gooﬂ source of . -:
x‘ec:nu.ts to the struggle for change. 244

; 11; vas not surpris!.ng to see, tha chinese Cmmmmists
tzy to enlist 'the support. from the other half of the . | "
population --1.e. the female poyulation, besides striv.tng 2
for massive s{xpport trnm the men: It was pa.tnm‘llarly the

. case, during the Chinase Communist chlet psriod arter 192’1.
At that time, the Chinese Communists really neq@e ‘more
popular support to adyance the ‘revolution t_b} \‘mi:l,d' {ha firm .

foundation for their ‘regime,’ 245 # E

The; did that hy not only stressing the importance

~of eq\:altty of women with men. "but gmanted 1t {n ‘their : ; 1
rmlutionary work, and; had’ mat raspsct fcr their abillties."u?

!\xrthemore, the Ghmase comunists ineiated on d.ncurporaﬂng
women into: the” oversll mass movementa mther than in the Bex- .

oriez\ted muveme'nts. Perhaps it is as ‘Sizette Leith a:nd

Jack Bladen have euggested:

"In tha ‘women: of. china the Ccmmunists pnssszsgd, it
y ‘made, ‘one of the greatest masses of di mharj.ted Y
human beings the world-has ever seen ;.. because ., .7 .
they Found the : :key-fo. the hearts of thcse ‘women, they. .. o
:%:10: tg\wd one of the keys to viotory over chiang Ka.i.- i
8 : 7,} ) g
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The Chinese Commnists were particularly interested in

mobilizing the women workers becaise they were easisr to

Srganize. Most of these-women were. in'dapenri_snt of their
families for they. Tived apart from their families. - Besides, K
many of “them were'vnmarried and were fre¢ from their husbamd's

dpiination, MGst impottant of 11 £t a3 nighly passl‘ble

“for these women workers to z-ealize the oppression of the
capitalist system :m vhich they were. putlaipants. .Thus . 3 i

they would become more inclined to movements. that weultiv "

-hasten the .d;es_truction of that system than most students °
. and peasait women did, The latter wers inclined ‘to
percei\_re their oppression in iore exclusiv‘ely sexual tgrms.248
Even Mao Tse-tung vas, then, ?ully aware c{f that point, !
“ That ‘really made the Chinese Commnlsts trust that these’
women workers had. the nost potential for bécoming ax-de.nt
Cnmm\mists.249 Not: surprisingly, the chinese comxmmi.sts
important ally o:‘ revolution in -China.

ook women as

l'lureover, thez'e is a great compatibility between the, chlnese
camxm.sts‘ a.tms %o eradicate: ths reudal attitudes and’ to )

gaj.n wider suppax-t Iram +the - women. o 5 3

, wi 54
ROVEN - TO BE ABLE
THE GRITICAL AND TOVGH PERIODS
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the critical periods.

The £izst noteworthy fact s throughout the Commnist
movement girls and women of all clns_ses were "rebellious,
deterninant and immensely courageous.” They marched along
with the vanguard in the revolutionary movement. Many ‘women
had bgen anxious to ;)oin the Red Army.. Indeed, there have -
been brave women-in the partisan.groupss They have the good
quality and fighting spirit to Ize gpod soldiers in any
or:unar'y army. It was paz'ticula:rly;evidmt during the
Kiangsi-Soviet ‘period and through the Iong Hx?.rch. '

’ R Tn the Kiangsi-soviets women did every Xind of work
in the rear. They were even organized into fighting units,
Though never engaged in formal wt;.rfaza,- they did well "at
capturing the enemy's sipplies and amms and defeated one or
two enemy regiments éhere."zso y

\ge:r. mobilized éé be the Red G\}azds to help defend the

During the Long March, women

viets.

A‘ mrthemore, during. the sinn-Japaneas war (1937 =
1945), for example, not only ﬂn cmscimmneus ot ehe ‘women
themaalves but their polxtioal canscimmeu a.lso reached
a hi,sh puch. . They contrj.buterl ‘energetically -to- the war
eftorts y. kaink as "mxrsas, ‘socdal workers, propagandists,

of i ;.1 fatives, members of guerrilia

3 detw unts acmi evven as, soluers.ﬂ 251 . That at Least “had

hnannud f.ha pace ror uva.umg bnth,eﬂnoatinns.l and eeonomir,

opyortuniﬂes 1o’ womeq.
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of their active participation and demonstration of their
actual compstence.252 ALl these further manifested the
fact that the need for extra labour in the wai effort
strengthemeﬁ tha principle of social equali.ty for women.
The act also enabled milliong of women to gain ‘at least
pa:ctial economic indeyendence.253 Yot surprlsmgly, the
Cumun!.sts recognized the potential strength of the women's
movement, Théy even "emphasized political -action as the
leading -instrument for attaining the goal of the \,vomeu's
movement. 0254 Thus, it is safe to say that

"the Sino-TJapanese War (1937 - 1945) ‘with its -increased

dem: for labour power and dislocation of families,

i i g

ALl these parhaps constituted the strong urge for

the Chinese COmmmists, to put grest efforts in running the
campaigns far’ ‘the betterment of ‘the status of the Chinese

women, ~There is vivid evidence of the Chinese Communists'

« efforts.. That was if 1926 when the Chinese Commanists
decided - ¥ % =
"to make-a political arm outs uf the vomens' movement
‘by working out systematic tactics for recruiting and
organizing\its ‘mepbers by -expanding the movement from
the moﬂemur‘nan telligeritsia to women workers:and.
- peasants ... The sgtting up of a large nunber of
representatives' ‘conferences of women peasants amlz
ﬁ\"' workers An this panod vas an expression of : this.

. Besjldes, ‘there was the‘ ehj_nege comunists' pz‘omulgatmn of

Mmiage Ragulatinns. ¢ i - By 58S

3
H
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in the liberated areas just shortly before the.liberation A
of China, Indeed, after the Chinese Commnist Party sssumed
power, the picture °~.€ the qxjganizatio,n of women's movement,
in China was changed. The women's w‘:t;viu.es' ‘became, well-
urgﬁnized. E k
* Wihe .organi zational efforts becans persiatefnt,

systematic and extensive, affecting an mcreasi’ng
proportion of the remale population."257

The setting up of these organizations was consistent 5
with the belief that x'eal change could only be achieved: v_
through mobilization on-as a large scale as possidle. ‘IF ) ¥
vas through such mass mobilization.that women coild gain -
o "' their sense of identity through pamcipanm. Ami:'ng\an

.
women's urga.nizations, women's congreuses have been takan

as "the ‘best form of organization to bring women togethex

! h “on a large scale and ‘more democratically, 2258 '

The most remarkable orga.nizaﬂor_x f:érmed by . that

time was the All-China tic Women's Federation ‘or

t : (League). 1t L # ol s St

"was formed - at the ﬂ.rst Naticnsl Congz'ess ‘of w’ouwn : @
" Role Hn;ceﬁ 24 to April-3, 1969, in;Peking, ‘Other :
_:organigations affiliated with it~ mgluded ‘the . Wmnen‘s +

Christian Temperance Union of China, Natiomal
Comnitfee ‘of the YWCA of China, th o Chimons Women's
Social Association, and:the. late™ est&bllshed one
~-the Chinese People's: gg‘gimal cummlttue for the::

Defence of children
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- Dmmmists et been energetic 1.n wez-king for wamen's .
o E ameipaﬁ.on, ut it was oy afte:r: they had’ astabusherl
h heir orm regime 1n L‘hina that many measures cou].d ‘be carried
= . out’ f\xlly witheut encountering uﬁ:

ference “of @:he‘ xqqmnta;zg.

 Bnd ma.n'iﬂge ifetom. le'st oz all,
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It is noteworthy that the land z-afom was begun
during the commnist Muvement.

‘It\was carrisd over to tha 2
early period 1madxate1y after Ini'heration.. The Chinese 3

Communists realized that the lang, refam by. the Govemment

3 /e
of the "cmness Soviet" was the/only . way. to uberata women, ;
; v

 ‘and &t ‘the Sanétime %o wips out feudal bondage.Z60, .y

‘e 1amd reforn net only overbhrew the 1andlsrd <"’

E syetem-‘ xt a:l.so wiped out the male monepoly or 1and ownershj.p.
For example, o SR | ~

"the- Agxa:rian Tav, llke f.he 1948 re/ oluﬂnn on vomed, -
, ruled “that-men and women' should' receive equal shawes
s of land end directed’ that seyarate Hoy y. deeds
should ' be isaued wha;re neeeasu—y

Thns ‘14 18 not sur;pnsl.ng that 1t ha.s beex ‘the sSource ';bhat'
gives *worien " the most “solid foundatj.nn ror ec\momic Lnde'pend-

o enca. T the ﬂ_z-sc time‘, (,'hinese .womea had their’ own: i'and.




in production, helping to change the basic authoritarian
T

. structure of the 1fa'nily and has "made ‘young people's

“
independence a more practical possibility."285 rhu¥ it is

clear that the land reform with its emerging chances for

female .participation in labour has brought drastic changes

in the lives of Chinese women, Equality bétween men and

women was once again emphasized 'in that r:eform.zs-6

HMARRIAGE REFORM >

Like the land reform, the marriage reform had. aiready
dealt with in the pre-revolutionary period. But more
thofough Teform'in wipingsout the roots of the’traditional .’

marriage systeﬁn éa,me»ou'k shortly after the establ‘ishmeit of

- ‘the Communist Regime in China, Tt was actually carried out”

-

in conjnnction with, the Tand Reform of 1950, Both the
Naz:riage Reform and the Land 'Rerom were employed Uto shake

. up the whole 'féudalistic' order and to prepare the ground

for the new sociallst sooiety.“ 267

" The New Marriage law was yromulgateﬂ. on May 1, -1950.
It is one of the most important steps that the Chinese '
Commnist. au;:'horitles have :takenj to further women's
liberation., It grants women complete equality with men, .
As evident.at thé beginning of that Iaw, it stresses that:
‘Mhe arbitrary and: compulsory feudal, parriage oysten,
which is based on ‘the superiority of men over women

and vhich gggres the children's interests shall.be
abolished,"
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It does epsure ﬂlt; "free choice of marriage partmers,
monogamy, equal rights of divorce and protection of unwed -
mothers as well as J;?egj.tmate c}lj_.ld‘:.‘en."zsg The provisions
of such Law stress that marriage n;;l is to be based on free
love "without money or gifts in kind being demanded by either
side." Monogamy has done away with the custom of taking
concubines. Male-supremacy within the family has been ‘dealt
with by the existence of equal rights of both sexes, ’
particularly in regard to divorce, The legal gin.i.mum age of
consent to marriage 15 8et to be 20  for males and 18 for
famtlee. Besides, the patxjiu‘ghal powers' of father over f.hg
children have be’envlqpsened. These are teérms’included in
‘thode signiticant Articles of the New Harriage Taw 1950, 470,

With the New Marriage ]’.a_it promlgated, there aTe '
no more arranged marriages and in‘at‘ch-making,’ \bigamy, child~'
betrothal, Wives and Gaughiters are protected from being .
s01d as comiodities, Infanticide is Tiow prohibited, 2Tt
}t}usbands and wives are now equal in rights-to possess, manage
and inherit their family property,2’2 ~Rurthermore, the -
New Harriage Law even undermines t.ha lang-tima‘;al;xe of
taking marriage as.a means to produce male clész:emiam:s.2-’3
This is IZ\u't:‘ixe;i'v manifested thmugh the simplification of )
marriage ceremonies 'that in’ tord 1ess(;ns<the‘expensss of
marriage. Thus it fe&uces the ;;nportan;:e of parents' role
in the marriage ot_théir children, It also alleviates the

social pressure of the general kinship system on the £
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v
natrinonial affairs of the young.27? A13o simplified have
been the costumes that the bride and the groom put on in the
vedding, Though special wedding clothing is still used, it
is far simpléer ‘than the traditional costumes.2!®
Tn addition, the new marriages are secularized with
the removal of the various ;’eligiou‘svacts like hb\-ring to the
ancestors and offering sacrifices. This somehov weakens
the dominance of the parents and the family over the
married son and daughter-in-law, a dominance which was
strengthened, bg sacred sentiment in the, traditional
ceremonies. 21 -
Furthermore, the legal minimm ages for marriage .are
now at an older level as comparéd with the past; . This ..
eaables later marriage, The later farriage. has significant
effects on the' couple. 5 T . .
ithe inan is usially econonidally more independent after.
the age of twenty ... His greater economi¢ value:
significantly reduces the importance of the roléjof
the parents’ and -the family in marriage and conae){uently
undermines the authority of the latter over his married
-life, An older daughter-in-law is- also a less malleable
.person to' be molded into her” traditional position in a
complex family situation ,.. All these have serious
sffgcts 3;} the Tole structures of the traditional
family, 271 2
The ‘couple can- nov have control over their marriage, thus
preventing such traditional: practices "as the. taking of
child-brides; Ymarrying the spirit! or taking a 'daughter—
in~lav in anticipation,''?7® Mso, a higher minimim age -
for marriage could eliminate the number of child-births'
that a married woman. would ‘have; -this would help raise the
status of tle married Chinese women as a whole,. - :

"By aid large, 1t 18 quite ‘safe tg say that the




“Told feudal t‘amily, up with respon’snhlity for’ women, " s murs i

of its preparatiun had taksn quita a whils before th; il
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Chinese Commnists' legal policy on marriage has ‘set the |
Chinese women freer to participate in productive work Joutside
the home' it has also brought some profound changes in the
ralationships between men and women, parents and chﬂdren.
Not surprisingly, Nancy Milton has written ~
.
"The Marriage Law, which gave to Chinese-women, .for the
* first time in their history, rights in regard to marriage,
divorée, child-custody and property ownership Tepre~
gsented in China an earth-shaking change in oné of the
oldest ssgtinuous'foms of family structures,in the
world," =
It is clear that the New Marriage Law has attained
its bas:.c purposes successfully to a considerable extent, [

The two qriginal purposes 1{: has; atta.lned are "down with bhe

- explicitly stressed’ by tne vice-pz-esident ot‘ the‘All-china

Democratic Women!s Peﬂeratmn, this New»M :

nage Law was

"tto ensure to people the full freedum of, marriage, and&“i:o :
deal a death blow to the old marriage system, #2850

Thiough, the promulgationr of such New Mar;-iage Law¥,

Chinese women havé gained the rights that were non-existent

in China befoTe, The rights include rights to. divorce, right
of freedom.in marriage, rights of’ child custody and pmperty
ownm'shiﬁ

§ P
‘l'his zefam .was. raally a’ drast’ic. ona. only the work

A ‘summary of the signiricant points in the. Hmiage B
Law are included in App




’atrips, sboriea, posters and lea.rlats.

o ‘500 000 “Tower schelon leader
’ px-station of “the New Marriage Law, and given the duty ot
" spreading 1% to both cities m*a cmmtrysldes thraughout
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establislhnent of the People's Republic. Inlorder to publicize
and enforce such a reform the Commnist authorities put mich
effort on indoctrinating. the local leaders after the

*promulgstinn of such new laws. "It was not ‘the responsibility

of the court alone to get it implemented; the whole po}mlntibn
was'asked to 1i¥e by it, publicize it and 'to support anyone

Vo tried personally to bemefit by 1t."°°1 At the safie time,
‘the government, age'ndies» and youth and viomeni* s oi‘ganizatjt'uns .

d
accelerated the propaganda campaigns. These were rucs.]_itated

. through "nawspapsrs, magazines, ,special booklets and comic

n282

‘Tha mo st:

rema::ka.‘nle and mtensive mﬂoctrin tion campa.ign wa cm&ed
cﬂ:hat campa.igm is. claimed to hava 2

out n 195 5,

lded "smne B

China, ' Thig wasg by then 2 necessary step for the Uhmese

'Ccmunists o™ take in order to aftectively enrorcs the new

mrriage principles, s!.nce, at ﬂmt time ignoranca wa's vide-

‘sptead not only among the pessan’wry ‘but alao among 1eca.1
. _Commun.i.st officiel,s. ; . ; ; i

:people Jaiew, at lewt the seic idea of th rlan':.ega Law, ,

- ,"thousands of draq_a tx‘oupes wez-e argam,zed ~to take plsys

", in the newspaper.

ami skits abon't 4t to the" villages.“ : Tt was also publicized 5

Also, loeally organized 1itex‘aa:y clase and




A n&vlpapar-readins s'x'cup; were sat uﬁ speoially for the

'ynrpuu of. pmpagntmg ‘the ‘new law. umong the muuu of
284

people,”

~ J e mlmmtaﬁan ot this Hw Hnrriaga I.aw u’oused
;‘,the awareness of womeu, Upon the onacting of.this lu in
May, 1956, oypresse‘d woneri ‘in all provi;m:ns, Tughed _tq securé
‘ddvorces jmsd.iately. I Shmgha.i foxr szaniple, &Iﬁrca ¢
_cases dou,b;led. In North-China, the ‘same. law nnllad forth I

. rush of divorce:cases ‘that ‘made up. 65% ‘ot al;l. cile cAses.

vmIn Peking, sixty pe:: oant of tha cases ‘yere bmght by “the’

+'wite: In- Iieoting Provinee the. Flgue’ was ninery Fer cent. "255

i ¥ 'Aaoording to govemmant,,tigures there. vete 186, 000 uvorcas
: Cin 1950. 409, ooo 11951 and 396,000 in the first six.months

ot 1552." '!ha Maniage Lav wag uvan papulnrl'y ro!erred ’to a8
a diyirce 18w, 286 14 is notavorthy that the froquent g-munna .
for plaas made by women rlamnung ‘tivoroe included. "'cruel )
fmatreatmant by mnther-ln-lnu pemitted by huuhand' 3 n 7 i ',} S
'Ieeling of love hatweu\ husbmd a.nd wire."'287 mﬁs, of ]

L 15 a gres(: a't:ep romrd in emancipation from the

. Chindse women! 8 stmﬂpomt of! \vj.eu. HOHever, it: also az-qnsad X

stmpg oppositiunu mm the co srvativa sector of cnmeae

unci.ety. By” and la.rga, itu impl,ementa:tlon "wvag slackened .

in the’ "gecond half nf. the 1950 (and) old pmcticea s
& 288 o
X

re mnerged.




i y"ﬂ?u:r Ty‘dﬁrmg—t).\kmniLant stage. "The ompugu ‘is
- Do sald to. Tave encam:agaﬂ many unhappy people ‘to seek cuvorcs
: " and to have ref.omed cadx-as with :mdal attitudes 'to marriage o
'-and uwrce."259 ﬁsverbheleu, 11: was. reported that even at :
this period, ma.uy arranged mmiagps continued to take placa.
Even worpe was that many uadres continueﬂ to Bupyort G
the pa.rents whenéver cases mvolved children demanding free
‘- ¢hoice in’ marx-i.age.z_% “They. were ysrhaps those whom the
_Puvty had ne‘vsr i.ndoctrmatad in. the Ma.rxlst mﬂcept of '

3 women! 8 cmanc].patian. They wuz-e mn amaus aupparters- &

‘or ule—supremcy in social as wen‘as fam:.ly eohtexta. !Iot ;
" surprisngly; ey were, " 1ke most’ of the chiness peasatits’ g
by then, zeststant o the New Marriage Tév.29 mhoy alse ST
M ot the hnubanda ) hindet thetr wives'

et "_stoodonﬂm

e L demands for divox‘ce. .Bor uxamyla,

*. 3 omin 1951, 110,000 women vere’ said to'have suffered, dsath
5 " by ‘sulcide or homocide in central South China af
after family disputes about guestions.of marriage and - -
& divorce, and in 1955. it 'was estimated that 70, 000 == 292

e 5 80.000 were dying: annua.lly becmse of such disputes.
A6 far a8 the zteactions from:the mlea ‘foward such
nev law .are-concerned, they felt ‘that their. authority uas 5

. undenin.darl both m the re.muy and m ths lelage commnlty.
mzvmamon, whun divnrce could be damanded n'aaly w the . |

women, their economlc Lnteresta wauld be harmed, That was

] eca\me through divorce they 1ost their wives as useful .- - 5

il & 2 domastic iabourers, m e vomlen, ot a1 of thiem could

H accept such’ dra.stic change immed.tately. ma waa pa:cticululy




true of those ~ . =

Yolder women who £elt threaten; d by the freedom oi‘

choice in marriage as it-und ted  their control

.over their daughters and daughters-in-law, the one .

small a;ég of power they were familiar w:«.thin the oid:
society,"

§ Tt took time for the Chinese peaple to be indoctrin-
ated. and to get. accns’comed\ to the Xew Haa:riage Tawe  Their
resistance to it snbsided steedily. Consequently, they have
changed thelr age-old opposing attitudes toward the !fmiage‘
Laws, It 13, by and la.z;gs, the women ancl ‘young: people whn

- lent most supports. fo it st a1l iStages 0f its ‘implementation 294

b On the whole. that was only nme or the rma:ckable

' aspectu and’ an Inttial “stop 0 the woren?'s- nwvement -undez- i

vthe chinese cummnist regme.

"Other aspects of the movement J.ncluded political
organization.and * econnm.{c mbilization, with the.

latter taking precedence over'marriage refnrm upon 295
the 1aunch1ng f China's eolleetivlzation ymgrams L

OTHER [YHANGES IN FAMILY LII“E BRDUGH'I' ABOU’J.‘
BY THE WOMEN'S EMANCIPATION MOVEMENT "
DER THE CHINESE COI“MUNIS S ’

vera.ll §ccia.1 Ohggg-
: Be).ng quite qomprehensive, ‘the Neu Ma.rriage Law of”
1950. of the People Repnblic ul‘ Chims regulntes many
“aspects of the f‘amily :IJ.fe,; bz-Lng funéamental changes :
'radj.tional Iamiliss. It

in the. stmctnzea of the

1] evidant in the principles trmcheﬂ An ‘the: Marz-!.age Law, ~

Bmadly spealcing, these prmciples @aa.rentae' munogam,
: rr;e cholce of marx-iage partuer, equal_inheritame righ‘i;s,




equal rights to divorce either through mutual consent or .
insisted by either spouse,2?® Al these signify a funda-
mental and thorough change from the traditional system.
Though ﬂ:é laws under Nationalist regime originally intended
such transf of the t Chinese .tamily, the -
Kuomintang did not put much effort into translating those
laws mto efzective action,297 +-

However it does not mean that the ' Chinase Comnunists
1aun5liéd a full-scale attack.on the family system through
‘the implemmtation of the lnyw l\mrriage Lav;. It‘has not

. ael 1 réyed tha nuclear tamily and j_ntmate rehtionshipa
Fl

batween pa.tents and their chlldren, The principle regard’mg o
this aspeet “holds that the Stata v!.ll not. mlest the 1amuy

it ﬁlial oonsi.dera.ﬂnns 4in the family do not obatmnt my
loyalty _to thg State on “her'way t building a socialist
sbcie,!:y.m ﬂ- vchuasg :msts do urge a lesser regard
for ms when the State or the Party calls fn'r the maaside

" support of the people, ~Nevertheless, the Chinese Commmists

have not advocated any disregard for parents in any pqaitive
way; Instead, 'childre’cm be uhox-tad as responsible
Camnn.tsta to :upeet and aug:ort their aged aq.rents w299
Thns. tha functi .and_the imp ‘of'.family ‘are.not:
-a'boliahsd comylately, but they are mlnimized.mu

It is true ‘that the Chirese Communist reglme 13

; concamaﬂ ‘with redealping the !amily systen Au -part of
the fabric of the whole' sootety. And the implementation of L

a



‘that embody thé tradiuonal idea.lu of !the Chinese famny

9T .

the Marriage Law in 1950 indeed marked .the beginning of the
nati.nn-v;iﬂe change, for the ‘n'w laws have Teally called )
forth alternation in -the traditionﬂ_fmily system. That

has directly or indirectly made the state pick up ‘the central
role in shaping the 1lives r;t individl‘xala instead of leaviig
the traditional respomsibility of the Chinese:
ramily.v Thus, the state's authority lgas displaced the patern~
aliem of 'aldars.sm', The Chinese Communists have ‘also tried .
to 1assen the influences ot the elan systan and, b‘onmciaksu\

that role as

. sy,utem.3°2 5 & matter or Iact, e traditj,onal Gmness o

.jaocialist state in'China,

kinnhip oz-ga.nization is abstmctlvs to the mnmg up at a8

Bamg guu-antsed -the: traeﬂom of mmiaga, n-eer %,

. courtship became more quick]y ud ﬁ.mly established in

‘the towns, ‘This made possible the mestrictad free-choice

s or mmug‘e pnx-ﬁ:néw:s'baséd‘ on interests of the yonng peoyle.

Hovavat, changes in the general socidl qttltuaea are still
Blovw, Not unly is the "wentem-atyla" neurtsb,ip still
1imitéd, . puritanism is st!.ll greatly stressed, It is still

" the came that a couple would be considered “as 111-mannered

1% they 4614 hands-inpublic,

"Premarital sex,’ though not thaoretically illega.l. met
with ptrong social dimr roval, and when classed ‘as
-geduction hak:occasio Ey Joined-adultery. in being
treated 4s a'crime punishablé in the emu-es. 303,

" Despite those z-em&iping lmmtions, there have

really Glevqn great advances in compard foh with the tra".iiitionax_l !

il

i




vnluau Tegarding mmisge 4 divorce, - One nutmrﬁhy

1mprovmant has been the- sooial attltuﬂu toward the remurxagev

.or vidows, . In the past,- vidowa were not slloved to. remarry,
It had been‘ believed that 2 woman belungeﬂ to her huuba.nd's B
fgmily. She waa hot o break - tha Iink vith 11: vhen her b
" hudband passed sway, though she- vas st11l foung. t +

"This idea vas as stmng in comunities vhere fanilies
:had- formerly disposed of widows for their own gain as '
it was; where they had kept- them for 1ife.as daughters-'
“'in-law, and.the fact that a widow was free to gat
,married When ‘she vished and to' the man of, Szr own -

: choice vas equally unacceptabls o hoth. g

LR l!.th’ the New I.aw i.mplementad, t}xe old msaa nnd
N practicaa are not. et!ectiva anymoro. !'hs tradit!.onal ‘role’

of vomm in chinase eociaty is completely uprnoted nnd

reorganized. They are ‘being made to .roruaka their

traditional rule as hamema.ke;/ It 18 now. comon in c'hj.na

to ﬂnd deciaion-making power 'be_u:g equslly aha.red by huebmd

and vire.3°5 .This: situation‘is nmou- inAthe nqgly emergaﬂ
and popular "nao-»lucal" ty'pe ur f.amiliu. o

Sexusl Moralit is ‘Changed ' to Facilitate Women's Partici aﬂen
Clogely related to tha treedon of manzage

gue.rmteed by the. 1950'5 Hefw Hu.-riage I.ew, e]unges in the

stand.a.rd of sexua.l momlity have been bxvught forth. A

16. 12 ;stic of a “ ot motality mnost-
revolutionu'y China has been the mdual lnoaming o! tha

'atumess of tha male and xmla relntlonships.

S




R e B bt Nowalays ‘in fi“ominlgt.chmh,_ﬁ 14 not wacommon. £6
5‘9 boys and girls partiéipate in the night dances, These

" danpe’s dxe: even regula.rly sponavred by: orgnnizatinna Lixe.

govemman ofﬁces, .f.aetoriss and Boeial gmnps. : The - o
pmlcipn\b;nn nf ymmg people in' theu da.nnes would hava\
\“\/ { bom regarded as’ V'imn!oral" in ‘an earliu- gen%a.tian. It
14 not ‘so xmw. ’.L'here has been such’'a great advance- that

o ymmg ‘boys . and girla a.r:e oW eneourageﬂ to rlu.nce.

; | ‘Howeyer, it hae bsan obssrved that,,the ﬂa.ncera “
"vere’ 1nolinad to look a little er.tous, aa thnugh they wera
.nmlsrtakmg a important taak. l’hqy hold their partnera at
.\m's 1mgth."5°§ 1t 1 moteworthy 4hat 1tis Just Lor th
puq)usb ot socia.l mer/ging uf the sexes ‘that' danoing is being

. B : mmaged. As a matteu- of f.act, the past—tevolutionary
o o 5 L chinase sncisty ig'st111 charaotarized by a definite attangth

- i 'of puxitan.lsm. That strain "probablx repressnta arevolt
. ; # mma‘ the: liuenae of ‘an out-dated fmudal miling e1:.te.n5°7
' Yot eJa mst not overluok the other yossibls -gasan for. the
“preaenca of yuritanlsm might be the tiae of indnstrf.alizatio H
B i et >1.n the uest, early mdnstrializationm been accompaniad by !

R umalyuritmsmuﬁlen. gt o G, eEim
: 2 : Homver, rumanue lové La takem a8 bonrgeois gnd

ﬂeosdent. Pethapu At ls tho !eescm far young men and “women

to "be nb:leet to such. sttict uurveillmce u.ndez- the -eyes ‘of
perty catres and thetr. paars.-m The” stzain. oz piritantem .
'm shown’ thrm&h the fact'that dating 1s not encuuraged,




" iberation,

* prostitution, - Although while the Kuomintang was in p‘war
"‘thex-s had already been lavs "Rérnm].g“,d %6 frohibit & g

e - 0 ] 100

thnuy: 1t'is p-mttod nnng th. young amnts nul workers,
Purthermore, pro-urxm Lnﬂ.-ciu are anei-an ersticisad.'

f Cases of pregnanocies. bn{on _marriage are preunt and forced

npm‘uan have been kmown to occur vhun pu-lrital /\
mt:l.-uiel are dotocted.’og One mﬂt help hmng an

nlpreuun that "the Ha.rrmge Law m JDIIOM' culad forth

& tremendous tightening wp_of the utlulud of semal !
mrality.’m In-the Bhinese lblmnuniut x‘ogim. yurltan samnl
morality is takcn ag an mtegral pu‘t of the wonen's G ;
Fot mz'px'iu.ngly, thn cndru or the clunese cmat
Pu.'ty are hal‘u.n;tht- 17 3% e B Y
ey A “.’:‘i‘.",zu“’hi%%:‘&‘i’é‘;u‘é“ﬁhéi'Eeﬁ“%he
gy el g et Telon
This indicates that in China, sexual morality is cloaely
linked to the whole uociA’L morality that values h.ighly the

pri.nelyln of 'uem the people. " 12

. fhe Avolitim of Prostitution 5 -

pruﬂ.ng hand in haml \dﬂa the ma ot-
ynut'anim was_ the further .ffort exerted to root out -

pzostituticn, there had not been any greae efforts to o
ont such Lavs at!eetive).y. So prostitution m suu




e 4, in pre-Liber: China, > e (ninese
Commnjsts had already brought forth the issue of abolishing
- pr’utlhx}:ion even during the Kiargsi period of the Communist ’
" Movement. However, 1t.was mot formelly inclnded as & '
- provision of aﬂ 1e§181&thn. Prohibition of prostitution
becane ‘formally included as anyivviaicn in the New Marriage
ZTaw.?14 With the abolition of prostitution, (1)n 1950, two
. imnd;:ed brothels in Peking were closed, the whores given

" .meérit bhdges and re-educated for new roles."31® e

es+in Dress and Hair Style as well as in Social
des on Sex ..

Annther Teform enhsm:mg the strain of puritanism . §
has bean. the simpufication of d.reas a.nd bau-style. This
“has been a meauursc‘that has' its goal ot e].iminating or lessening

ATE:

0] / the mle of, chinese wmen a8 sex objects. The f,‘hinese
N '.‘ 'Commanists have el{.minatad ‘most forms of external sexual \/‘5

ai t¥on stically mqugi:. the emanci-

pation of women \ he Comun.i.sts began with their
apparel, '316 Consequently, wmsn'a elnthing has ‘become

" ely nmctinhal, dasigxed to cova and protect,
~ not to_delineate or arous pants,
by generally Ettvn—up the-rrcnt :lacket - a.'LI 08e:
- “fitting, >

Bsaides, ha.u'styla 15 eiltplitied for the same -
.purpoge. - It is usuany cut sz‘.mx-t.}lva wamen ami girls |
vear no make up, neither do they wear any jawellry. Rirther-

mors, women are’ mot addressed as Hiss or !'lrs.. but as )




"Comrades." MNost of them generally retain their maiden
names qfter marriage. There 1s no advertisement about sex
or love on billboards, Thus, "women are geneially portrayed
in their relationship to their country and more specifically
%0 the Tevolution,n319
With all these méasures carried out, women in the
post-revolntionm:y Chinese society can now be regarded “as
persons rat);er than primarily as women in one's relations
with them."’zo However, they give people an impression that
. Chinese women lack femlnityi.jzl Thus, in 1955 the Chinese
government shifted its policy to rum a "look éaye; '
eahpaigxx.“ Speeches and newspaper articles argued tor "the
desirabiuty of lntroducing color and galety into women's

i

.clothing, “322 his shows that the Chinese Commmist -/ .

govamment now allows or even encourages women to be
feminine to-a limited extent, However, owing to the deep-
rooted puritar‘lié'm,the women in Communist Chini seem to have
not been very energetic in complying to the call of that
- campaign, 323
. Martin Bernal concludes that the premlmg unisex-
clothing?®* 1 to "reduce differences in rank at all levels,"
except for a small number of politically privileged women <
in high posltiogs.z’zs Nevertheless, it certain.ly has
implication of equality between the sexes. Hence, thé status
of women has doubtleasly improved smensely. 328
I.n addition, ‘the yromulgation of . the Marriage Law
N
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also brought forth the actual abolition of foot-binding,’?7
This, to a certain extent, has also helped enhancing
puritanism, Bound-feet had been taked as symbols .of sex

‘ appsh.l.323 It is noteworthy that the movemsnt‘, to end
binding feet had been initiated since the bourgeois
ravelutién of 1911. However, that was not enforced
sexiously until the Chinese Communists formally endorsed
that prohibition,’? Besides enhemcing puritenism,
abolition of foot-binding "meant that in future women would
cease to suffer from what had once been their worst
“handicap .. w330 ¥

‘By and: large, such reforn is to: ¥4 women the

- omwrhmity or balng taken as nax-objecta. Moranvex-, 1t
s to enhan*o greuter equality betwean the saxeu on the one.

' hand‘and to dXsccmmgu nationalism and class consciousness
on the other hand. 'I'h\:s. needless to mention further, nnder

' “Chinese comnnim no pzvﬂ.t is to be made b'y expleltmg sex.

It_is noteworthy that though puritanism is stressed, yet the
Chinese still take sex as'a natural but private function,35:
«S. Chandrasekhar cox;clpded from what he had Seen in
Shanghai in the later 1950's, that the abolition of
prostitution \‘Iﬂa a reform effected by Pe: e’ Repu\;uc of
m with incredible scope and’aeem.‘mg 'Bncéesa.332- ALl

: prostitutes had been given treatment for their physical
- rehabilitation from venereal diséasa. at the Prostitute
nerbmtim‘x Centres. Eﬂqcatlonu orientation .wag givm.

i




" But they no* longer, could make a 1iving in their -t'om&r wa) s.r

104
It was mostiy political educatj.on, including some Harxist-

Lemm.st principles of the new society., Besides, they were

taught va.m.ous skills accordmg to their age, ability and

aptitude, So that they could earn their own livings as
workers if they were unwilling to return home or in case
their hox}xes or relatives were unwilling to receive them.

The re-education programe emphasized "ideological training

_ aimed at res\‘mnng the self—respect a.nd dignity of these -

pmsntutes.ﬂ}‘ P s

According o wha.t S. Chandrasekhar had. haard,

some of the pmstxt‘utes did r\m away while they were \mder— o

going rehablhtation in the Prostitute Reformatiu

In the- centre, the pmstitutea “set upa commi,ttee to msure e
those leaving had undergone thorough zehabilitatian.) Some- §

times some ex-prusntutes did not want to leave.to face the

vorld, Thls problem had been solved because ma.ny eentres

are, in fact, factories. Those who did not lee.ve could
ng’i: there. By and large, most of them returned to. normal
lives after rehabilitation. _ Many got married and set up
homes tot:.:"34 < & - éf\?

Heanwhlle, there have been pa.rallel efforts e'xerted

by the Chmese communist ‘regine to ma.kz "most 01‘ thA munks
and nuns (in’ the'Catholic and other orders) retu
laity and get married, 335

2
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Anti-Confucianism and Criticism of Tin Piaos Their * . 4
ipIications on the Women's Emancipation-'in China : E —

;. "The Conmc!.an ideal a.'l.se streued that women sho\lld lead an -
" enclosed life, !‘hess Ideas were stii]. present, particula:: ¥
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Zmp2ications on The TOMSR S Miancrpasiot /o wana
Apart from all those aforémentioned measures,

another means taken by the Chinese Communists to facili’:ai:e T -\v

women's liberation has been the movement to criticize

Confucianism and Lin Piao. This movement seems to be very

consistént with the Marriage Reform in the senqé that both
aspects of ‘the movement are aimed at transforming’ the

traditional Chinese family system.

As we have known by' :{ow, male—supremacy Ln

traditiunal Chiuaua society was deeply. sntrenched in the’
tamily .system which was mrthez- ’stnengthened by- Conmcianism

in some northem prov:,nces like qorthe:n,sha.m;xi- a'ﬁ:e; the |
‘Liberation (of Cuttia)." 361t 1o & matter.of fact that
under- the 1nﬂuences or,Conmcia;x;m; snbﬁqrvience of wbn_:en
had been a. basic princiiﬂe undez- ‘cﬁé old eya,teni.”", In
order to reform that; the (,'h.tnese Comuniata had carried out’

varioys ts as weu as 8 both at the pre~
‘Coﬁmﬂs{: périori a.nd thé poet-revnlutionary peri_nd. The

most imﬁortant of which were’ the land reform a‘nd ‘Miage .
reform, Bssidea aimi.ng at supptasuing the Cenmnian family

" 1deals that were degrading wnmm, these have been the measures
that the Chinese Commnist regime uses to suppress and to
attack” Cun!\xclanim a.ml the large clans, "which were the

f I
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’ most complete émbodiment of the Confucian family ideals.
Rurthermore, the chineee Commmunists have substitnted
the formulations of COnmcius with those of Ma.rx and Lenin's
as the guidelines for reorga‘u.zl.ng Ch:.nesa soeciety. This has
been one 0f the great intellectual emgas brought forth by
the E!hj.nese (:ummmiat regime. 339 .
“ Gunaequently, -many of the patterns of living
characterizing tra.ditional Chinese auciety underwent uhanges
as soon ag “the cbinh(:ommmiats had ca.u-ied out the retomn.

Rowever, because Uon;h an: ethica ‘and va.’l. 8 "ara antrenchad

fin the vas cultural ﬂtore that 15 sha.red by a.‘Ll ch.Luese,

ax'e still Ln.fluent

i they wére’or, ev 1 in the pest-revolutionary

!\xpz‘emacy a.nd hmdering
Ln pust- evglutionary.

mnese socisty,, pez—petuatin Y

'the progtess cf mmen's
:china.”o v

) i'hua chmps.i@s were can-iad out.in ’Commmlst china
%o criticize Confuciug. and Lin 1"150‘1!: 1974 and 1975. mhat
‘d'bigu."ncan‘t ‘struggle 4o break downz male=

§ was a great

g beliovad 'chaf §

a5 long as the men of ue-
discriminate.” aga.qﬁm how -contempt for women and
‘while women. themselves. hold traditional notions of

the’female role they cannot take advantage °§ zhe .o
oppnrhmiﬂes availab]:e in the, nw ‘society.

That movemant began ag a oampaiga £ unde:r: tsmimg

pre'macy continuee to

,‘«the link hetween _the.role of ideoloy m Mclaty and wmm'
"oppresnon. It aimed at axaminmg and: criticizing tharonghly
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" ‘Ahe influence of traditional ruling ideclogy, "and applying

i a new inderstanding of the role of ideology to'the study of - - :
e v 4 1

- women's history and their position in society in. China today."

* Atyention.wad drawn to the origins of nu’qcrim.inaﬁon against

women fostered i:y the ‘C’onmcian code of ethiéa. Thus they g
attributed the ‘source or male-supremacy to tha social !
principle developed by confucius. He lived An & time vhen

alavery wad declin!.ng y:adua.lly and.v 1ew reudal rnx-ces wera <

ming up,: :

11n1ng siave owners

he astablishe& yhe mthority of ‘the husband ‘and; the
supresgign ot women as-one' of the. fmmdations ot “their:

Tole," it

women eama to lcnnw that 11: was not theu biolngical -fou d=
- -ations. that 1ed to. their degtadation as }.nferlor and’ “hence
traditional ‘divi on' of labour. It origly atqﬂ.in
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and 'itonan think only about how +o get-8il; salt, vinegar,
* soy sauce, and firewood.' “345 He was accused of attampting “, it
to- vum the clock ‘back and restorq the feudal code of
ethics, This eampa.{iyx -shows that the government had been
mx!:o'ﬁs to mak‘e the' Chinese wmi:gn re¢alize that they showld
(understand the role of ideology in society.346
‘The campaign produced positive;e’ftécts, causing
: women o bedome ‘active and pu‘tieip‘&te m And e, Lead,
soma of tha movepantu of: renlatmne agaj.nat the canxucian
L viﬁeulogy. "They. acmsed ‘the mlins clase of all ages ot . _' i
: lmv:.ug negated tha role of mmem in:the: Mstory ot ’ :

resi mce."s‘” Despite tha y:eu’c errom‘, this cmpaig!

" 'hasmade’to l.mprove the’ sﬁatns ot women in'China, th.ts
campa.tgn emphasi.zes 1deological factoru rather than
; motiesl factors. A
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CHAPTER IX
WOMEN'S STATUS “IN NEW CHINA

WOMEN' S PARTICIPATION IN PRODJUTIDN
AND IN THE-OCCUPATIONAL WORLD IN
POST—REVDIBTIONARY UHINA

As far as women's occupational participation is

concéme&, it had begmi td_develop: even before the Chinese

Commuinist Tegime was set up. "‘Barly in the New Culture
Hovement of 1917 and the' M&y Fourth Movement or,1919,
women’ ‘began. to. get opyertunities to participate in the
occupational wnx-ld. :Bhongh ths trend developeﬂ slowly, /
yet it pmvirled ymmen a . chance- tn earn " their: own nvinqé
thus they could shake off their traditional low atatns.
Perhaps at that time, the Chinese Natinnalist

@vammeﬂt, 1ike ‘their cvunterpaz-e, also had the sa.me goal
of recruitmg women workers needed for industrialization. )
48.C.K, Yang has said] the development of ocoupational
oppori:unsties roz' women, as well as the 1ncraasmg Iemala *
pnrticipatlnn in production, are meortant rax:tors for

- qhanging the. economic status of women’ :ln the family.and
inisociety. ‘Women can ‘become economlnully mdependent at
laaat.5_"8 Thus even tha Hmiage Law has anluded a term
guaranteeing women's right to participate in:productive

109
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It is noteworthy that after Liberation, the Chinkse
Communist government has launched various programmes of
large-scale industrialization projects, These have created
great demands for labour power. ﬁeretore, women have
chances to gain access)to varimx‘a m”» of careers., Indeed,
"from 1949 to 1954 the number of women employed in
industrial, commercial, and political jobs increased from
420,000 t9 1,900,000 ‘thréughout the country, "3 ‘
. | Moreover, the Uhinese Communists not only creatsd
‘gi'eat_er opportunities for women'to pn-ticiyata, they _al’(soj
encouraged women's participation in ‘agriculture-work qnd
industrial production,” The Chinése Commnists have a’
typtcal tec)miqua in stimulating the participation of women
into productive work through glorifying and rewarding "model
workers® in agricultural and industrial spheres.’>
e the early years after the Chinese Communists
regime was established, attempts were made to glorify the
unpaid service of the housewives who also participated
. -directly in production, The Chinese Communist regime also
. created ambivalence for the Chinese women, in dttempting to
gat housewives to ‘aae themselves as eontr}.\mﬁng to society
t‘hmugh their housswork itsalt, which freed their husbands
for work. Thus muut of the wages women cmed had uanally
to be spent on cmld-cua iz thay had chudun and had to
‘pn'ticl.pate in. production. 352

‘It is noteworthy that even if thc work vorld hml

-
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been opened to women, working women had problems to face.
Lack of confidence

"and the contempt in which they were held might not

affect women in industries such as the textile industry

where they have long been accepted; but these were

serious problems for women in heavy industry, for som
women cadres, and for all other women doing Jobs

which had' formerly been the preserves of m

Difficulties remained even for women who had over come

their own doubts and fam: opposition, since they

often had to face mockery from theig gellow workers

amongst whom they were a minority," 5

Meanwhile, the. campaign og collectivization has
‘also con‘cf‘ibuted a great part in pressing greateij wamen's‘ /
participation ix the agricultural work throughoit the
- l:mmtr:y."i54 Consequenitly, women's pm’icipauonk in.- AT o
agricultural work ‘hagstepped a ﬁeqt dlsténce avay from 4

their traditional ‘paz'tj.t:‘ipaﬁ.nmalm In the past,kthé‘y pliy@d- - 2
only substdiary roles %o help in the flelds during the buey v
seasons,’®® By minimizing the traditicnal differences
between the sexes in the:occupational sphereés, 1:‘_he Chinese
Communist goverm;zent has got support n‘unvn» millions of women,
This also wielded ecox‘wmic gains, because ‘the affirmation
of women's right to participate ensured the larger supply
of labour for farm work and industrial construction.%®

The collectivization campaign wds carried ont with
great efforts in 1952 through the organization.of the ﬁutusl-
ald teams” that were later changed into cnupemtives.357 But
these eenpuatives were later replaced by comunss for they . N
did not operate very aatisfactoz-ily. They have nut been
managed competently to yield the e'xpectgrl pmduction.
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In the communes, collectivization of da’.uy living
is the rematkabl‘e‘chazacteriaﬂc. ‘Women have roles assigned
té them so0 as to enable them to participate fully in the
occupational system. . Thus, their function at home is
directly reduced, Their ovsraﬁ. status 1s raised for th,ery

" are now economically mﬂependent.a_se Now, almost . all (about
90 per eent) of the total femle labour tgree in the mral

commnes ta.l;e part in azricultu work. 4t the same time,

"the num'ber and typES of jobs these women“do have increased
thraetold or: foux-fold.“’sg £

‘are’ tra.lneu.to handle Iarm

; !'machiﬁes and to engaga An agricnltural reaearch.

Mn the comme o: an.L “Women’ were- playing an’

2 equally importan: role a.s mnctiona.ries‘ It was gaid " "

 that. women' served as chairmen and“vice-chairmen of
about one=fifth or a.u. 25,000, Peoples! Comitines, a:nd

particularly every produetlon ‘brigade had.a wggs.n
leader or’deputy 1eader in ths early 1950'5 »

This is pethap! mainly bacanse there have' bsen national

rules relatsd 4o the La.nd Reform staﬂng that there should i

not be any phmomenon of "men tlrst, “then women 361

:"As far as womern's particjpatlnn m Lnduatry is

concernad, women -are. xww allowed in certain fields of' uork .
like mining and milj.tary work that were deemed unsuitabla
‘Ior them because of health reasons By and la.rge, they
participate maj.nly in the text:.le ;nd the light industries. i
There -are ‘rapidly. growing numbérs. of Women, tms Jobs in

_heayy industries too.“g Hem:e there s now little

noticeable diviaion ot jobs along .8ex. 1Lnes in moet
363

4 occupations.
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‘ Besides, women have gained aécaua to medicine,
engineering, a.rchitec’t\ua, art, nnﬂ auicé. ."In 1960, " '
there were 10, 000 women doctnra, inolmung medical reaea.rch
workers m Pekj.ng == about 40 per emt of the capital's tvtnl
nﬁmber ot doctors."%" In connec‘cian with the anreass.ug N
chances tor wman's participatiun j.n the neeupational wcﬂd,'

) the Chinese Communtats hava introduced, the "work-puint systan n

e _'particnla.rly in’ the ¢ommunes.”

"The Jlabour ‘value of. the mdivldual family is estimated
* . . .by the mumber of Work points accurulated -
. individuals' in: the family, ' In this: ‘system,” t] te
_‘equal remineration: for; ma.le and rema%g workeér. dapending
o m - the n.mount of work ﬂone o ;

. .)'us't becsuse ot thia tha Womm 8 Federation had a.x‘gued that

: "poj.nts of men-and wmen in’ tha same' remny shcruld ‘be
566

y z-ecorded sepmtely n

THese trends have to b nttrlhuted o Chitigas
% Dmm\mists' nationsl policy. That ‘holds “that all
are mtitled ‘towork Ln productxva labour :ror pay /Bide

Sl 'thaﬁ' homeu Just aa men.do and thqy are entitled to receive "
! or ‘equal work, E 3 e 3

. .equal pay R
’11: 1is comtion- to: nnd that ‘Hiost o2 ‘the communs ’_‘ %
labourers: are ‘women.: ‘A1l of. them take psrt in'the work ; : . l_ ;
togethé v{th their hu!hands ont in' the tields. "Not: anly BN o
" in the 1ields, but alse in many factories can’éhe’ find

wormen. wn!king a.longsida men: on the same prsclsién mschi‘nery
4 b*A S il " : Such situatlons might suggest that thez'é mw be no segreg@tion
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of jobs acc&dmg to .sex, and- give na.ive outsiders’a faeung o
that there may be, by and large, nu d.lucrlnmﬂon accox-d.ing e
“to the types of jobs taken by men a.ml vnmu‘i. K 3

For namyla, one can eaauy b o d vomsn ottm out- : %
number men doing the work slonguide man Ln tuﬂlq_ aq%;qte " i
mills, farms and mines or goummt urﬁqes. It .18 now
blcomnn to £1nd ‘vomen. guarding’ urpona, i:ridges and tactdries.
Though rare, yet one can’sti1i n.nd ‘women: 1n tha police foree i
and ‘the People'a Liberatio Amy xavy and. Adr Force as wan.- A

Ihqy ‘work on equal %ms, both m positiona ot znsponsibllity

and ‘in eha heavy mu L jobs that ‘the nnn-Comunist conntnesj

oonsidat unnt fox' wumsn. Aa fa.r a.s the manual jnbu are et g
: concmed. women a.re found angaglng 111 road.-lsylng, brid e-
mmmg, ditch-diggmg md dm-ms!.ng pn}ectu, ete

Jobs x-equu-e physical strengf.h Th.Ls 8 bacuuss, unlike ‘as;
ﬁ:rwentem capitalxutaocietisu, women in cwmmmiat chm B

- u-e atmngly motivated by “the. idmloglan aupportin equsl o :

'pu‘ticlpauun. Llso it may. e hsowo the- achipsse Commnnist Y
dconomy is'a pla:maﬂ ana, 8o 1% hu ‘been voman who' ar
. pnai@ed to: partiaipa’ce in’ ‘those jqba.

Howe'ver, 1% does. not mean. that the vork world in

_“new-China has eompletely elimlnaﬁ?ﬂ xu—uegregshan‘ “In o

the :;ducstinnal uystem, for ezanple. teaching 11: the '
nurseries and” kindergartenn 18 §tilla woman'g job» A‘t

‘ tha higher levalu of the edncntiona.’l. lsdder; mst highly-,
paﬂd aml prestigims jobs are sﬁl]s held by men Tather tizan
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women, Jobs in the People's Liberation Army, though open to
women, are still mostly reserved for men; while most jobs
that' liave not been mechanized aré done by women.’m
In examining the equality between the gexes in the

work world, it is necess-sry to look also at the reward-system

. in connection with tHe' jobs picked up by men and women.

Having seen sJI the aforementioned conditions in new China,

oné might assume that now the Chinese women musjt be fully

mployeﬂ and must be equally paid. :
Such assmnption is generally” true as referred to

;the wage-unit system or payment according to commodity-

eqtuva;apt units as well as extension of ﬁiece—rates‘to all
sectors of ‘the: Chinese economy ladopted during the eatiy

368 But the piece-rate éystem created

péﬂods’of the regime.
discrepancies between regions in z'egar:i to thnzélevel of .
wages a8 well' as higher wage bills. Thus that system was
Aab‘andonsd. 369 It was and has been restdred t;nly in a modified
form later on., This system is in fact congruent wi_tz!i the
principle of tewal:cu.ng each individual according to his
abuu.-y'ox connmiﬂan. Thus 1t {s not surprising to find
tbat though wages in the major factoriss are set accordmg

to national standard, there are apparent differences in

wages, often inside the factory and brigade or work-team

unit in the commones.>”® Perhaps C.K. Yang is right in
stating that "a deep-rooted tradition does not suddenly

lose its force,n>TL
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" By and large, unskilled manual workers are getting
lower wages than those earned by the skilled manual workers

who earn in addition to basic wage, the bonuses and piece—

rate wages,?'2 It is noteworthy that

"top-grade engineers and scientists can receive twice

as much as the skilled workers, though certain grades
of technicians are getting no more than a skilled
worker, Doctors, scientists and engineers are among
the highest paid people in the land, and their incomes
are far aheg;} of senior govermment officials including °
Hinisters."

Thus it is true that as long as the types of :work
reﬁuire actual exercise of physical strength or physiéal
) labour, they are often less :::Za:ﬂed. These are often the

g inegnality in the reward-~ N .
. A %

jobs that manifest the exist

system,

So when we refer back to what has just been examined

! about the sex-segregation in the work world in new China,
the nunber of women taking up the higher-paid, non=manual
jobs are still 1e§s than t‘he number of 111en.374 This

. explicitly shows that sex-segregation in the occupational

o world really exists. Most unskilled mawual work is taken
up by women.\ That may yerhaps’be because of the fact that
low gkill prevents wo;nen from takiing up most high=paid jobs.375

However, as. long as there is neither a radical

attack on the stereotyped women's special domestic
responsibility, nor a fully developed system of communal
services (e.g. canteens and child-care facilities), the
Chinese women are or will still haveito bear a daub}e-}mrden‘.
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This perhaps is the reason that in the 508, . women in China
were, not able to achieve high positions in large number
under the newly established regine,316

Thus, wage differentials and sexual inequalities are
still present to a certain extent, in Communist China.
Though it is so, the openness of the work world to women
had undoubtedly given women precious c;\:nces to become less
economfically dependent on men. This is particularly true
when mechanization helps lessen the need of physical *
strength as' a means of -1@bour productivity. That opens
more' jobs for w&qxén and hence .challenges the traditional
pattern of division ;51 laboui.” The rToad for future. material
gains of opportunities for women has been pa\r'ed.an This
has been clearly manifested during the Great Leap, Forward
between 1958 and 1959.778 It was during the Great Leap
Forward period ‘ci:at women were given many chances to
participate in yarious social spheres. They became socially
productive. 339 However, the post-Great Leap period was .,
»chafacterlzed by 1;he ambiguity in the social roles assigned
to women,?8®  Iricreasingly, there tended to be barriers to
vomen's participation outside the family context, As a
matter of. fact, there appeared to be_a résﬁrgmce of
t;*aditional practices in regards o marri e and, divorl:e:
Vomen had again %o "reconcile fheir 'femaleN sexual-maternal
roles with their yrhti\ictive roles in the industrial work
force." Once again they had to take up the traditional

o B %
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"double-burden” of domestic and extra-domestic wozk. "It vas
‘evident in the early 60§. It was only as industrialization
expanded and more child-care nursery and other communal
facilities became available that the "donble-bnvrdu‘n" of
women lightened a bit. Yet they still had to take up most
rssponslb’ilit&es for their homes and children.’®l it this
point, it seems safe for me to argue that th.e Chinese
Communist regime liberates women mainly because of the
economic necsuit_y of doing so. In fact, "the freeing of
women' to rxae_inr;llviduélly did.not alter the Pfact that the
status of women was not equal to that of the mem," '

It was not until the Cultural Revolution that _‘vthe .
obstacle to women's participation Vin social’ spheres became
less significant. At that time, the Chinese Commuists'
policies were "at least potentially; capa'bl,e of ;ntegzatiné‘
the masses of women into the labour force in the process of
a soclalist construction."mz Thus the interval between
the Great Leap Forward (1958 -'1959) and the’climax of the
oultural Revoluon. (1965 - 1967)

"was cmcially significant in revealing more cleu-ly
the potentialities and limitations of women'
beration in the process of economic development

. end the relationship bema%the women's revolutim
and socialist Tevolution.

Al 111 311, these situations cannot but help giving
people a feeling tbat women's liberation ln Uommunist China
has been supported by the state as a means 5 fulfill the

motive of economic development,

N




“Where wonen's. lives have been extremely enclosed,
modernization may entail .a partial breakdown of
traditional barriers, and the demands .of a growing
economy will draw some women into economic activities
outside -their houses. However, these activities will
probably confer only low pay and status because in
such a society women are quite unprepared to compete
for the better-paid jobs and it is felt natural that,
as women, they should be relegated to secondary
roles," 384

One thing noteworthy -is that with the greater

X
participation of women in the occupationali’sector in Commnist
. China they can organize under ‘the direction: of the trade
unloﬁs. . Indeed, women are organized on the basis of thsu'
nncupations or residences.ms :

Women aré mot only given greater: eppormnities 1o
participate in pald-labour; even housevwives are enuouraged
to. participate in vork outside homes for the unpaid
p}'oductlve work in the so-called "residents' comittees."ws

. The work ranges from making shoes and clothes for
wldter to condiicting 1iteracy glowps and helping working
s 8
women by setting up low-cost child-care grouys.zs” Thus
these housewives though not involved in paid-production,
they are made to gerrom a real social function outside
home, The Chinese Commnists also hold that

“the social worth of the work done by Housewives - in .
residents' committees (is) anyway move obvious than

% that of housework, 8o tha;aghough unpaid 1t certa.inly
(confers) some _prestige.”

However, in this way the Chinese women are indeed being

exploited rather than liberated.

Under the Chinese Communist regime a higher level
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of female employment has been achieved. VHeasure have been
tried, in order to increase women's employment opportunities.
These include the pz:cvi.aion of vwelfare facilities like day-
care services for working mothers, commmnal dining halls,

etc, A1l are aimed at alleviating the burden of the house-
hold chores so that almost half of ch_ina‘s popflation can
contriute more to soblety.’®? Hoyever, because the welfare
services-TaIe 31;111 ininu:fficiant. particularly the nhild—‘ca.re”.‘

servicesjgo. particiyation of women Ln 1’.ha occupational

" world constitutes another ‘burden’to mom: women, particularly

the hnusem.vas. So t.‘ne chinese women are _still not completely .

‘liverated, in ms aspect, at least,. instead, their st

pattioipation 15 éncouragéd dn thase fields \where intensive
labour is needed and when the man-power is insufficient. So °
i% oan be avgued that the extent of the Chiness women's
uberatlo_n in thev-c»mmi-st Chinese regime is vulnerable to
ﬂuctnatinns in the Chinese gcommi as well as the national
develoment policies. 39_1
The rate of demand for labour is not unlj.uitedly

expendable. This is 'p,articulprly ‘thé ease for the wskilled
and inexperienced ‘manual labour. mmﬂez‘-mﬁr‘e,' in China's
sltuatmn's, beyond a certain extem‘*., it would be too
ex-penss.ve o substitute collective facilities for the \vomen'
labour at Home, It is true. that o L b Ny

"the modernization of the family and thq emancipation

of women is not a specirinja:uy Communist phenomenon,
© It'is occurring or has occurred at varying rates of




progress in all the deyeloping countries of Africa
Asia, - It is indeed ? Eormnl feature of economic
and social development."’9 .

"PARTICIPATION IN EDUCATION \

At the ‘tine when “the Chinese Commmnd st Party took
mainland China, éighty per cent of the Chinese population
| were illiterate. It . was Teported that’ the rols of the

imteraey was 66 per cent for ):uml areas and 24 _per-c:

“gor dities in 1860 0393 Conside:r.'mg voment's low atatie 40

‘the. past, it is safe. tn e.szune that women ‘night constitute R
fa.trly 1a.rga prcportinns of ‘the !.uitsrates owing to the

fact that women, were nwstly daprived of the: che.ues of )
.-sthoaling.” tods o Wl ) 4‘?‘*‘ ! ‘/
Ithas hem'ﬂ;e Commniate! poley to run antd-" b

illiteracy campa.{,gﬁs.sg; “Under the. cnmmunist Regime every

city is buzzing with literacy nlesses rar wmen a8 wan as

for men." Baslﬂss technical training elasses aml evening

trade clasges in the cities are opened to trad.n women sh;dents.396 -
.It has ‘been, a pmminent feature .of the- chineee comumat

fregi.me's polwiea to concantrata on the eampaips age.!.nst

+il1literaey. These campugnu are mlti—mu-poae on,

.. On.
the one hand, they are drives.to  tesch ‘writing and reud‘in‘g;«,_'

they also have been the measures -to :eiptotce‘thé so-called. ..

"socialist edui:atioii" “which is mainly an integrated "polifical—
moral-aocial—etmeal reshaping orf setituﬂea."397 It had ‘been :
an mporbant xiuty of "'J!he Comii ttees’ to’ Improve Homeu'
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! _mves" to organize literacy classes for the women even
during the Jiangxi Soviet period. The gmertxi consequence
As the lessened sex-role differentiation at the lower levels
of education. In thosé schools both semes are trained to
entexr ‘the same job market 398
Thus, .there has risen the prac’\iee of universal
co-eduaational pmgrames in which boys and girls stndy
tagethu‘ in’ classes abtenaing the same course, ‘l'his prevents
,differenes 1:n education eontent aJ.ong the .sex lines. For
. example. in 1960 it was repnrted that. girls conatituted
- one-third of. thcse students enrolled in primary schnols.r
Hea.uvzhila, women constituted 23.3 pez- cant of thé onllege
st‘udegtsvenzjoued.”g This Wag already qu__U:e a great
arivanc.e.afs compared with the past. ’-MotQ. noteworthy is'the
fact ‘that many fields in higher education _—’tre.d‘j.timfally
considered as men's sphe;gave.m nu‘w -ppen to ‘female studenta..wo
This is a:step toward theelimination of i%zferiux‘ity of
women. a.nd girle. )
. There had ‘been' a ﬂramatiq change 1n the eﬂucatinnal v
_system wndex the. Chiiese Gummunist Tegime. Starting from the
amet of 1966 (the climax stage of ‘the Cultural Revolution),
nullege and un.lversity entrance ‘examinations were abol.lshed 402
Thls ohnnge enabled uhildrbn from: !armars' aml wnx-kers' >
families to e educated in these highn' educational :
institutions-~as @0 mintmm. fornal education: for admission
was needed.,. By“and lairge,’ tﬁis ‘Laucé‘.!.erat‘ed deveiopment of
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education opportunities for women has been powerfully
reflected through the economic and social status of the
new women in new China. It has also altered the Chinese
family crsanizatiun4°3 for the Chinese women can now be
less economically dependexit.

- It has been quite clear that the Chinese Commnist
regime "has presided over many profmmd and important gains
for women secured hy ~the planned . economy" i.natltuf.ecl in 1953 404
Howevar, one should not overlook the fact:that the C‘Mnaae
Comnmniat Party has been. criticized by-its own members for
planning -policy which aubjugated wonen' g demands: to 5

noonsiderations of party discipline, placation of: back-

ward tendencies, privileges for the administrative Y

hierarchy, and an indisguised sympathy of the regime

for the bourgeois family while opposin§ 3‘39 horrors LI
of pre-capitalist oppression of women," 4 .

We should also notice that though inequality at .
every level of the educational system has heez’x reduced, it
sti11 persisted even until the end of the first decade after
the establishment of 1;1'10 Chinese Commnist regme.‘ms T&‘xat

was perhaps because i S @ iy

neducation was neither compulsory nor free ang ‘7

night involve parents in financial hapdship,407 That
could be expected.to be a particularly atu‘nborn area.
of sex-discrimination. As long as marriage continues
to be patrilocal or as parents look to their. sons rather
than daughters for support, and find satisfaction and
prestige in the career achiagements of boys rather
girls, this will persist,)

Thus Delia Davin is right in stating that.

."Discrimination in work and educatj.on feeds each other.
If it is hard for a woman to have a career her
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education may be seen by her parents or ev‘en
state as unprofitable, and if a woman lacks educa.tion
1t will be hard for her to work."409
Anyway, 1t was the acceptance of women in modern
industry that opened the doors of education to women, Even
before the Chinese Communist Party was in power, the former
government had already realized the n;ecl to» educate women in
order to meet the need for skiiled labour. Indeed, the
educational. syste;m has been viewed as a means. to i'edgxee
social liequality by the new regiie.*!® :The importance of
‘that wag further sv‘vcres,sedehen the Gh‘mese Communists came
‘ into power. Even recent vnyction ‘emph,‘;sizss the. importance
{of education to women, Of-all the contents included in
recent fiction, the importance of reducing tem;.'l.e iilitemacy
has been the most recurring theme. The Chinese’ Commnist
Tegime seems to have taken "the educational experience and
ermplgyment opportunities.of urban women as a vehicle to
eliminate social Lnequmty.“"‘n ) :
The chance to pursue education n’{;de it more &

. possible for Chinese women to betome productive workez,

1 of their euonomiuauy, and to establish
an independent/ 1dentity before marriage, '

Inuking at.the present situation in Commmist China,
women' s_educational. opportunities have been increased with ~
the increased écope of their emp}bym‘mts., "Even in rural

aveas, peasant schools, spare’ time schools, and winter schools

supplement regular educational opportunities for ‘women." Thus
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with the general level of literacy throughout the country
raised higher, "the total number of women with primary,

secondary, and college education is also higher."u‘.z Indeed, "’

the Chinese Commnists have taken the educational system as
a tool to wipe out social inequalities

"both in payment for work and in the type of work itself.
At -the same time, the educational system is also the
effective allocator of occugations and hence a deter-
minant of social status,f4: g

Moreover,

"the pre-Cultural Revolution conflict over educatlun&l
policy, .that is, the struggle between a ‘full=
formal s; a{stm producing a small'but highly trameﬂ
techniec; ‘e ‘as'oppoged. to-an informal, experimental
system aimed ‘at creating educational opporhmitiés for
the broadest number of people. and inculeating -a
socialigt consciousness amongthe: people rsnected the
larger issue.of how to build sociai in China, The
resolution of this conflict would have sigiificant
uence on women's access to educational facilities
and later, employment opportunities,"414

Despite. the greater efforts put to enlarge women's
participation in education, they still form a minority of
those educated in formal, full~time schools, 1% Tne
inequality is more obvious at higher educational levels.
The higher education in Communist China is still biased
in favour of men, For example,

"Peking University has a facul a.g of 2,500 and enrollment
of 3,000 full time students 5, 000 workers, peasants,
and uuldiaru recruited in 1974 to_study part time: of
these, only a third are women,"416

At this point, one may argue that the educational
policies after the Cultural Revolution somehow do constitute

an obgta‘:;le on the road toward greater equalitles. between
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the lexaa.\ With the abolition of the enmtrance éxaminations
for aimission to higher ednentionui institutes, the new
policies give priorities to ehlldnp of the workers and of
the peasants in gaining access to higher educstion.®7 It
is imaginable that these policies might have prevented
children of families other than workers! and peasants'
baekgrounts fron ving higher ed "l. sndhave
ut:resaed tha radrassj.ng of class msqnanty ovaz' smal
Lnaqualny in Mghar siucatim. By and lgz-ge. it i -
true that along vith tie ‘emanci pation nf Chinese . wionen:
under the (hinese Com\mist 1;951.\“, a sharp. inorease in

¢ the educational level of the female yopnhtxon ha.s been
.brought mm.‘m

POLITICAT, PARTICIPATION

Women have gained g e.;onomxc ind d

and at the same time, have re-emerged m hmu.hnld confine~
ment, This also has enabled them to feel i.ntmsted in
politics. o 3

i >u 2 matter of fact, early from its. Yeman days, the
chmsse Commmlst government has been recmiﬂng women as .
party msmhau. It is not Bumz‘iuing to see Jm Myz'dal hear
that early in 1951, the Party school in Yenan tra.'l.ned women

- as female ganbus (i.es fgmale Party offiéials), "It was

said-that as half ‘the population consisted of vomen, trained-




women were needed as well.1#9

The Chinese Commminists have been trying to create
the situations in which women are gepreaenj:ed in different
levels of administration, The chln‘ese Communist government
has been dealing with the vomen's problens in three ways =-
non three tronts."“o One of " these ‘three mnts _has been to
maku women partlcipate in leadership, Both the cadrea anj
the workars .u well as the present leadership ‘bodies every-

- where in Commnist L‘hina are realizing the prnblem of

wonén! & und, P ,,J.vsen\-unj.vu. Special 0 are now

being put on runmﬁng women. ror leaderahiy pnsts -— both

in the -work: unita, school-’nuards and political orgsnizsﬂuns.
It is.even evident in ‘the: admi:nistrative hierarchy.

1% the top-of ‘the ‘adzinistration of tho Chinese Comnist .

govsz'm;:ant

"ig of course Hadame Saong Ching-ling, v&ee—chaiman
of the Pinple's ‘Republic, - widol of Sun Yat-sen, and
ster of Madame Chiang Kai-shek, . She is
ale0 hotorary (hairman of the All-China Democratic
Women' s Pederation. . On the State Council, ... there
vomen. ministers and four vice ‘ministers. . The
Standi_ng Committee -of the National People's Dong:.-ess
has a woman vice chairman and four women members.- In
+the National Peoplea' CDngress naelr, women occupy %
150 seats, or 12 per cent of .the total,
report stated that, a‘c the primary levi
make up' 20 per cent of all people's deputies, -Women
have also become mayors and magistrates (2.8 per cent),
and_ government functionaries on the leyel 35 dapa::tment
Theads and bureat directots (3 per. cent),"4:

S0y by, and 1a.rge, women in . Comunist China hav'e

gained & noticeable status on the.national leadership bodies,
* An.exanple was given on the women's: situations in Iuishi

2

L

2l
evel, women. dep\tti.es
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£ s County of Hopi Province where "women (accounted) for 30 per
cent of the\county's Party and government cad:ea' eeo-and

many of them (held) principal leading pnsts at va.rious

levels,n423 ) i
li_nrth.eqnore, women are always enthusiastic to 'i;a’

activists for tuilding.a new‘ regime, - For exampls’i.nkmman .

vainee, "m thi.r‘:eezl nu:a.]. counties and, one city of Hunan

S Ptovince 16 50ﬂ uctlvuta were. aelsctsd d tnined from', the
& beginnd.ng of 1950 to the end-of 1952‘” ‘of whom 2,907, or *

About 17, 6per cmt, -were w:mmn."424 ‘L'here ‘have'alss beed.

unbers ‘of women vea in tha people's ?

e reprasmtative cauncils th.mughout many ymvmcas all: over
' 425 § }

the country,

¥ R » Incal government has the nilitia knowm as, "yeoplas‘

soldltrs" a8 -a noticeatle compouent of its power stmet\u-a. S

Under the new Commist regl.me, women in new Ghina abe

regularly recx—uued J.nto the lnca:l. milxtia. There ‘have been G
“women even reemited Ln the People‘s Tdberation Amy (1’I-A)Azs
i .. ) whnsa members. are highly respectad in new china today.r e 2
: “Though wonen* 8 pmiciya’cicn in tha People' 8 Liberatian
Army is reportedly even slimmar than Ln‘ the cmtral Committee. .
of the c‘hinese cummmist Party, yet thege’ positions are /a,t
Ao least in yri_uciple open to° vcmen. T 8

. . It 1& so the case tha.t women are:taking a. staadﬂy
J{ncg‘eagix{g role in t e J:eaderghip of. production teams and ~
S work units, e.g. the ﬁglu!{aa. Generally’speaking, " in tl}esig B
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(Spheres. the leaders are sald to be chosen democratically;
all women can participate in deciding who the leaders are
to he.427 B 2
However, one should not overlook the fact that
wmren are stiil proportionally under-represented in some
. | other leadership bodies, particularly in the Central
Committee .of the Chinese Commnist Party and the Party's
“top leadership group. The proportion of women in the
Chinese Communist Party itself (who have the rights to
voice out on matters concerning the policy implementation)
o © is-conly 10 per cent., It shows' .th'at "the much—advertised-

qual:d:y of ‘(:he sexes perhaps does not really spread to
428
"

tHe mat‘cer of éen' a.'L importa.nce.

[ TR i b mms, it raises ‘the doubt about ‘vhether membera of
% coxﬁmitt’ees and-the Chinese, Commm:d.st Party are really i
] v demncraticslly chosen, * Pefhaps all those examples exist

L becanse they are the wives of someone J.mportamt.4 9 Even

thnse woman en:rolledu in ,the administrative levels of . :

L . . govemment deparhnents or heads of unions are holding minor
positions ag compa.r;ed to the Uhalmanshxp of a Revolutionary
Cmnmittee or a boa.rﬂ of -hrectnrs. For example:

"of ‘the 170 members oﬁ the Gentral Committee of the
Commmnist Paa:ty elected to the Ninth Congress 1n 1969, '
23 are women: of
national minorities, Party cadres, chairwomen or

i ¥ vice-chairwomen of Revolutionary Committees ... unly

: one wnmén—belongs to the Political Bureau of
Chinese Communist Fa.'r:t{ Jiang Q:lng, the thix'd (sic)

= © wife of Chairman Mao,n430

‘~" g ¥ ) !Ievertha‘less, e’ cultural Revolution really brougxt
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forth a drastic ificrease in the number of women dél_e'g;te's

431 Moreover, the o i ing process

of women organizing women's fgdemtions -= once ?.ceelemtsd

or facilitated by the Cultural Revolution, has also helped
a lot to improve the situatiom. ) o

Prom an overall point of view, ;mmen. in China have
advanced an incredibly 1o§g‘ distance along the road to
eq\':;uty in a very short ti;na -- two Jr three decades.
H:.thin one genez-ation 'the most glaring meqdalitias between
the sexes haﬂ subsided. But ;en and vomen in new China: are
by m means complstely equal In fact, 614 1d.eas about I

certain things heing tinenfs work" and o ers being "wmnm's

work" still remad.n.“z These ideas are.s 111 reinfox-ced by

the systen of rewards (e.g. wages) as practised in the:
ecmmmes. Inalde the communes, "there cermnly is a shift
of enphiasis from egalitarianiss to. distrilution of incomes
atrle&st ya;tly graded according to the perto:rnam:e.d’?3
Tus, owing to the differences in physical strengths, women

are still generally less paid than men, particularly for the

jobs that require phyaical_etrength.

°  OTHER RBDEVAET ADVANOES FOR IMPROV’I_“G THE ™
g SITUA'I‘ION’S OF THE CHINESE WOMEN

Welfare Rwr Woman b
i Going hand in hand with the intantion of ithe

. Chinese Gomminu to cmax;.cipate chl_nese women _a,re the
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provisions of all kinds of welfare, A first noteworthy
measure the Chinese Communist Regime initiated is the
Labour Insurance Law passed in May, 1951, This Law
guarantees special protection for working women and their
children. ‘It has decreed equal pay for equsjwwork. It
limits the working day to eight hours per day.

"Maternity benefits (give) 56 days' leave with full
pay, an additional 14 days for a difficult birth or
for s, and a cash payment of 4 yuan. Pre-natal
examination and hospital confinement Sis) paid by
the enterprise, A woman who (suffers) miscarriage °
(gets) 30 days' paid leave, - They (have) access to
canteens, creches and nurseries, and special diets
when they (are) pregnant or unwell,"
Indeed, the Constitution of the chlnese\ bommunlst Regime had
set out the relevant terms in regard to the special
ymfe&tion for working woihen ever since the formation of
the All-China Democratic Women's Federation in 1949,
The National Committee in Defence of Children was

' formed on November 26, 1951 to further ensure that all the
protective laws and poligiea on children's rights were
carried out fully.*3% In asdition, from the cerliest years,
mman:u magazines and papers were published. They carried
articles on femifiine hygiene, pregnancy, childbirth and post-

natal care and other relevant subjects. These were also

reproduced in primers for adult literacy clasees, Even ‘the’
propaganda posters and radio programmes helped preach the
subject to women in the countryside. Thus, the health of .
women has generally he‘m‘banented.“s £ . v

As far as the welfare for women in concerned, the’ !

B

e
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pre-natal care provided by Commnist China to\expecmt

~mothers has been quite remarkable and widespread.

"Pre-natal care in the urban areas begins with the first

examination, at three to six months of pregnancy. After
that, the woman is examined once a month; after seven
months, she is examined every two weeks., Near term,

the frequanig of the examination ﬂependu on her
condition, 437

In urban districts, all babies are delivered in hospitals,
With emphasis put on pre:néfa}\care/ "all women who are to
give birth in the hospital nead to hnme heen examined prior
to the tlme of deuvery ..."435 3 T

Though contraceptives and abortions are free. pre- -

natal care and child-birth are chuged_twenty Chinese cent

for the fist visit and ten Chinese cents:ithe second time, )

"For an uncomplicated den,vers.', the hospital stay-is from
gﬁzea to five days and there isa slight ree."‘”g»

However, it 1s noteworthy that most babies in the .
countryside are delivered at homes u;imer éhe help of the .
mid-wives, The nearby communal hospital is called upon for
help wheia neceséary. Usually these mid-wives are trained
for a few months, The period of their training varies from
place to pl}acs.m In the cmm‘tryaid;z. the expectant mothers
Q:.-e taken care of by the bare-foot doctors. After the fifth
month of her pregnancy, an expectant mother wu.:l. be visieed

and exantned regularly ab monthly intervals, 441 .
Though maternity leaves for expectant mothers

usually last for £ifty-six days, there ave still véma’cj;ns

within the system, By and large, | | g

"pre-natal care seems to be universal and delivery is

ke %

o
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without anesthesia, both in the cities and in the
countryside, Mothers in the cities are entitled to
paid maternity leave; in the countryside, maternity
leave is not paid, but the woman does not lose 142
L seniority, no matter how long she is away from work."
Furthermore, the Chinese Communists have initlated
‘the old-age pensioh scheme ev’er si:nce 1953 under the
organjzation of labour insurance funds, Like me-n, women
are entitled to have old-age pensions at the age o; £ifty
- if they have worked for twenty years (at for five consecutive
years in the jobs they hold at retirement), They are paid
"retirement pensions of 50 to 70 per cent of thair wages..“‘fu
Easihes, there have been matemj.i;y hqs'pitals and:
clinics established throughout tixs eqqntry. s;m small-scale
"heaith sfat:_lons" have also been set ,.“p all over the country
to take ci.z-e of the health of women ami their chudren,"“

. Unfortunately, the pension:schemes have not been
maintained. In some places, the provisionf of the Labour
Insurance Law have not been enforced with particular
strictness. Even worse has bee‘n that the economfc depressions
in the”ea.rly 1960's have greatly hihdered the improvements
in health stendards as well as the expenaion of medical
services; This ia also owing to the effects of the social;
pnlitioal turmoil’ orrthe ‘Culhu-al Revolution that began
in the mia 60's,*45 )

v . .Apai't from that, the{ setting up of the communes
conatituted another great improvement in the ‘provisioms

of welfare for women in tsm‘s of both Labour and life.,

¥ )
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The provisions of services in have somehow

- relieved the burdens of household chores. Those provisions

include the mess halls, the child-care centres and nurseries,
'tf’- This was particularly evident during the Great Leap

- Forward period in the fall of 1958, At that time, the

commnes were used by the Chinese Communist government to
mobilize not only women but the whole population to increase
productivity vastly.*4€ Consequently,
"(the Chinese Communist govsmmént) has set up in China
3,600,000 public mess halls and 4,980,000 nurseries and
dergattena staffed by some 7 060 000 women child~
care workers., Thus freed from cooki.ng, child care,
and many domestic chores.now colléectively performed, .
* nearly ''100 per cent' of all rural vwmen have ;loi.ned
pmdﬂctlva lnbnr in the enmunes."4
Bove}sr, 1t°i8 noteworthy that owmg to maﬂaquate
resources devnted to the commne programmes, they could not-
be maintained sucbeu!\xlly. It was also because of the
‘
hostility of the peasants who were opposed to "the attempt
to reorganize several traditional villages under a single

commme administration dominated by party otﬁ.cials."m

Birth Control

In‘order to further eahance the emancipation of the
Chinese women, the Chinese Commmists have already broken
the traditional kinship system. This action Tesulbed in the
women's integration into. productive life. l'he: new mnese
women have begun to transcend their rapruduotivl roles; In
o,rdur for a woman to han equal participation in the overall
1ife of the nation, she ought to have her control over her
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biology. In other words, it 18 very important for the Chinese
women to know of birth control, :

One can say that the Chinese Commnist's bolicy did
touch \{gnn the birth control problems even in the early years.
The Chinese Communist regime's early rules attempted to
regulate the age of marriage as well as the age of having
children, Barly in 1950, the Chinese government raised the
minimum mmiage age for men and women.‘ For men it was
faiaeﬂ to twenty, for women it was ralsed to elghteen. 4 "

"A dogen years later: communist policy stressed the idea

' that no man. should be ‘a father before twenty-six, no .

woman a mother before twenty-three. -The reason given,

was’ that ''the health of .young mothers' requires that
s1they: cannot work properly -and effectively if X?Sy

have too many children .m their aa.r:ly years' "

However, this problem was not very anthusias'kically
attended to by the Chinese Commnists during tha early years.
When the eff_eéfba of the spiralling. population g:cowth were

\ felt, a change in policy was initiated in 1956, Thus a
mass birth control campaign was launchad.

# "!Ehe Ministry of Health demandeﬂ that medical and yublic
health organizations at various levels'assume the
burden of informing people about. contraceptives, and °

* that provincial and municipal, departments train groups

o give such guidance,  Abortion was also favoured as

a techmigque of birth control.’ Abortion and steriliz-

sﬂoﬂEBOth became easj.ly ava.tlabls in the years 1956-

As a matter» of zac_t, m-the middle of 1957, the
Chinese Communist government had a .first official fill-scale
birth control campaign initiated, That was taken "as a
ma.'i;ter of-women's rights and public health and national
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weltare,"*>! However, when the Great Leap Forward Campaign
was started in 1958 to promote China's ap::.cnlture and
industry,‘sz women were called on to pmlcipate fully in
the labour force and at the same time to heighten their
reproduction rate. The birth control movement came into
a standstill quite abruptly. "It was argued that the *
"strength and wealth: of China lsy in its populatiap."453
It is noteworthy that the birth control campaign : 5
. once met strong resistance n'em the peasants and workers.
They 'Gtten highly valued having offepring as a safeguard
:or.te‘nkmg care of them while they, gx-éw 011:1'.454,
1t 'was only afbér the Great Leap Forvard that the i
promotion of birth control became the main issue again.
"In 1965, 1,000 mobile medical tqhn;s were sent out across v
the country" to promote birth. control,?> Birth control
techniques were even introduced in detail through daily
radio pmgra.mes."ss
_ “The effects of such revival of the birth control
campaign have been quite rmaxkable. co
Do get birth control now a woman has only to call at
the village clinic and’ she is given a free supply of
pills and other devices ... Abortions ‘throughout_the
country are free, available on request of the woman
&‘l.y‘é"af"‘;ie;;‘ig“ﬁ tﬁii’i?ﬁﬁt““ﬂ:&f‘ﬁﬁi i A
one month off,"4>7
! The most popular of birth:control devieeg_@v(@_,b_gen .

}nainly the oral contraceptives, tondoms, various kinds of
injections,: the I.U,D. insertions and tubal ligations,
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Besides, vasectomies are available to men, Aho_rtion and
sterilization are free of oha.rge,. and are done safely in a
hospital and clinic, though abortion is usually permitted
only on medical euivit:e.“’s8 .

Thus, with these birth control facilities provided,
Chinese women can at least be freed from the tyranny of the
recurring ehild-births.’ It appears to be congruent with the
aim held by "Deputy Shao Li-tzu who first raised the issue
of birth control.beforé the Congress (the People's Congress
held in Peking in September, 1954),"459 In that Congress,
Deputy Shao Li-tzu ex'plicitly Bhowed that the intrnductim

/
prntect.’mg and improving the health of hard—working Ghmqse

mothers and affording: better opportunities for their chi,idren,:"

However, it a‘ppears to be that birth control and abaru,én in
Commmist China seem not to-be taken as the means of n;esing ’
women's sexuality. Instead, they appear to be mainly_f‘used
for the purpose of population plamiing, Thus, with the

importance of hipth control stressed, it became mere,iy a

' female responsibility for the males did not participate

enthusiastically enough in the ared of birth contrel, 60

ld-care and Related Heasures
The Chi.nesa Communists have also done considerable

© work in regard tu the provision or ¢hild-care facilities.

For they have realized that. . !

'

VR
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"household chores and child-care were causing low
efficiency among thgse women and. compelling many of
them to leave work46l,,, The Commnist regime having
chosen to mobilize women, including mothers, for
production, has met the problem of working-mothers by
setting up nursizies in both urban and rural
communities., .."462

It is true that great efforts were put in organizing
child-care facilities in the immediate post-revolutionary
period, ’

"By 1951, the number of nurseries in the cities had
increased ninefold since the CCP (Chinese Commumnist
Party) ‘took power, with more than 157,000 nurseries,
kindergartens, and other types of childecare centers
providing for some 520,000 children, For agricultural
workers tliere were.seasonal nursery units that looked
after 800,000 children during the busy farming periocds.
But there are roughly 100 million young children in
China, * Thus this catered to less than 2 per cent:of
the needs, not taking into account that most of the
day-care was only of a temporary nature,"463

It is nntewqrthy that the child-care facilities are
generally made available to take care of children "from the
day the mnther'é maternity leave endg-- approximately»six
weeks to up to the age he enters school." Meanwhile, there
are "feeding stations" established for caring of infants

3 p
who are from six weeks to ,eighteen months old, A "feeding
station" isa place a worker-mother -can be close to her
young child, Thus sHe can take time off to breast-feed
her baby., Such a place is therefore located in her working-
‘ place, When the child does not need to be close to hisg
mother, he is put to- the nursery near his father's working¥
Place, He may be put in a nursery handy to his home.

More common is-the phenomenon of éra,ﬁdparents
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taking care of the children whose parents are out to work.
Of course, it is only feasible in families who have grand-
parents living with them, -Indeed, "people are not forced
to take their children to child-care centers, They may
make the arrangement they wish,"464

There are three levels of child-care facilities
for children according to their -age. The youngest can be
put in the feeding stations. Children who are of eighteen
'months 614 to three and a )_:a.lt years. old .can bé taken care
of by the nu:ssries. K!.nderg'artsna usually take care of
childran age from" thz'ee and a hs.lr to seven years old."’65
This phenomenon varies. from place s:o place. Not only
different from one province to another, this phenomenon

varies

nfrom institution to institution, from city to city,

most dramatically from city to countrysid

0 per cent of city chi dren . -

attend n\u‘series, another 50 per cent remain a:

home, -mostly with grandparents. These percentagea

_aTe Jower in the iggntryside, vhere fewer chndrsn
go to nurseries."

By and large, there have been nuiseries and -creches
set up almost all through the country since the Chinese
Communist Party tookspower, J".hey_a.ra oi'gaxiiusd either by
factories, governmental ofganizatiens or even schools, As
far as the nurseries themselves a.re. concerned, they are not
free of charge. Tor a child to be taken care of there, the

parents are usually charged.ten to eleven ynan per month.

This fee is for food and is the same as it would cost for
h
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the child to eat at home. With that much, the child is
given three i:ot meals a day. Whemever a child is il1, that
child will ’bs treated in ; special room where a full-time
nurse is on hand, If a child is seriously ill, a doctor
Will be called for or the child will be sent to a hospital.
That sick child will be given free child-care., In order to
meet the need of few percent of pézezxts who have to work
in the rural districts during the work-vwee_\c,‘ overnight
facilities are aisu‘gvailable at uhlld-ca.te.centres. Those
couples ugially leave their children at the kindergartens
day ‘and night through the work-week. They visit_theira
efifldren ccasionally but only teks them home,on the days
wl’;en’they'are off. Tt is not usual for children 4o stay
oﬁemiglxt in ihekindergarten, \mle_ss Mone. member ‘o_f the
. couple works .a night ;ahlrt at a factory or if.the pameilts .
have a meeting or no one to watch 1_:}1e children at home."“”
It is noteworthy that child-care in the cities
seems less casual and less relaxed than that in the rural

districts, e.g, the eome"m& Besides paying for i:l;e/‘food, ’

max{y mirseries do not have sufficient resources to provide
quilts and sheets as well as u‘slothes for the children, Thus
their pareits usually have to prqvide these, though some
urban day-care centres do have bed sheets and colourful
quilts provided free for the childven,*69

Nevertheless, owing ‘to ‘the lack of affluent

_resources, full-time (twenty-four hours) mirseries are still
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few in number. Perhaps it is because they are more costly
than the part-time ones, It is particularly the case in such

|
a big city as Shanghai., People working in the nyrsery room
of most fattories lack special training tno.‘ﬂl liixdng' the
great trend of mass mobilization of women (particularly
peasant movement) for production, €.ge the Great Ledp Forward
Campaign in 1958, active efforts had been made to set up
nurseries in most rural commmnities, But these were mainly
T on.a. seasonal basis, Because of the lack ‘of :trained
"personnel, mast ot these nuz'sery-units at that tme wem.
Mgtaffed by women t00 0ld"for:active ap:icultura.‘l.
labour-but ‘glad ‘to.edrn -some 'labour-points’. ...
These. "labour: points!' rwere paid for by the agricultural
mutual-aid ‘teams of which the working mothers ware
, members,. the. costs of child .care becoming-a part
the “cost’ of agricultural production in such caaas."‘”z
Owing fu the seasunal basis of most such nurseries
and the cpnstant great demands for them, such child~care '.
services are far from being sufricient. Tt was evident in °
the early post-revolutiezmry period, A vivid example was
ma.nitested thraugh e. description in a letter to the editor
of the Pekl.ug Jen-iiln"je'h’ pao ie, (Peking People's na:‘ly)
on ‘March 8, 1952.
"In Paking there were only ‘eleven nurseries betora the 9
Iiberation, and these have increased to sixty-five
(in February, 1951), fifty-seven-of which have been
attached to public' offices, Recently four nursing .
rooms have been added, But in Peking there are over
four. hundred  goveérnment ortices, over eight hundred
schools, and’ over thirty comparatively large factories.
Because.of -the. absence of nurseries and nursing rooms

in the vast majority of the governmént offices, women
cadres ‘cannot work with 'ease oz‘ mind, and-some of them

5
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have' even stopped working. Some unmarried women )
i:“i?‘é’:aéiﬁé’?“ﬁﬁ%ﬁ‘éﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁ”ﬁ?&iiﬂ Terom e :
oontraception. X N i
It was the case that day-cAre tacilities in most
. urban areas deereased‘evel_: in the periods of rapid econ_omic‘

. growth in the mid 50';3. It was reported that in 1951, tha_re‘
were ;520,000 children under day-care in the ux-ban areas, but :
1n‘1955 oniy i$5 000 mchildx'en were' taken care of through ‘day-
care faeuitiss Ln tha urban m:eaa% In- 1955 only 4, 000 ;
nursetlss were provm':l.ng ch.lld-care sex-viees to. the wvrkers
in manuracturix;g and mini.ng entarprises Tlma ﬂ:ey ook
cate of ‘about 127 OOO children esldaa, thers were nnly

. X 687 public neighbourhood nuraeriea cating for about 35 000
“ehtlaren.in 60 cities, 4T fnat was because of an industrial |

slump. in 1954, . It resulted in lesuor demands for labour.
Thus' 11’. was, relt that employi.ug women was too tmublesome ’
for “nurseties would then-havé to be set up and maternity

. ‘ ~
. 1eave with pay pmvided."‘ws " . i v\\

At this point, it seems evident that womén under’
. the rule or the chineae ﬂomunj.m: Pa.rty have' become 3
.vnlnerable to (or rather are-the victims of) ‘the nnctuatxons
J.n the national economies. Not surprismgly, the attitude»
.regxuding empluymant of: womm aa "u.ueconominal and PR
prssenting tnc \nany pmblems'“ was nnder open attack mm x
both ‘J.'s'a.i Gh'ang- & Ghinese Gommist Party centra.‘l.
L ' . commlttae msan;: and Yang cm.h-hua— 'an actlve Ieminist,
* at the All-china A' 13 Voma:'s [ and Ps:d:y
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eongres_s in September 1956.'“6
It was only until the Great Leap Forward policies
.) were carried through (in late 1958) that the provision of
child-care facilities began to be improved. By 1959, it was
claimed that there were 4,980,000 nurseries and kindergartens
staffed by some 7,000,000 women child-care workers.
Bg 1960, it was claimed that in the rural communes
per cent of all pre-school children were being taken
care of, In the cities it was reported that there was
a fiftyfold increase between 1951 and 1958:in kinder-
gartens taking care of 25.5 million children., Forty-
seven million children were supposed.to ]ﬁ under care
. B of pemanent child-care organizations."4 Z
It is a matter ai’ ract that thaugh the pace of imprnveme'nt in o

the provision or chilﬂﬂ-cam facilities is still alow, it is

improving.

!

. . i

"In 1971, 50 per cent of all city children betweén the |

° ages of one and three attended nurseries, while 10 per - }

cent were cared for by non-working mothers, and the H

remaining 40 per cent were looked after by grandparents, !
neighbours, or family friends, In that same year, over

80 per cent of the children between the ages of three 478 ]

and seven in urban areas were attand!.ng kindergartens," |

i

Nevertheless, it is the case that however good the
child-care facilities have become, there are still problems
remaining when both par&ﬁté ‘have to work, "DTaking them to,
and cn;lset:.ng them from, j:h,e er‘e,chgv added to ‘tha length 4f
the working dlew, school holi é were a px‘-pbluql ...“479’ Avove

all, it seems—to me that-complete emancipation of'women will
1o o ©  exist only when thére 18 an overall aiﬂuence in the nation's
’ material goods., Only then aan all t‘rivial gervices be
. provided or done by the nation ingtead of having them assigned
to housewives. 9




CHAPTER X

SOME CONCLUSIONS

OVERVIEW OF THE CHINESE WOIMEN'S
SITUATIONS IN NEW CHINA
Despite the growing attempts to reveal the

situations inside post-revolutionary Chinese society, R
information on the statub of women in Commnist China has

been ;scarce. This is true in ‘regard to the status of wumen

_in China, during the 1960'5 parhcula.rly. As in other i
mdustriallzing countries, the general improvement in the »

[ social; economic, and political status of wugen has not ’ ¢ i
. slmply béen an "inwitahle" accumpéniment of. economic 4
development; it 1s‘als'o ‘the result of 1:19010@'.051 ‘forces . 4
exerted by both “the government and the women's organizations !
under the guidance of the Chinese Ccmnnmist Party.wo .The )
G‘hinese Comnnmist Party has 1deologlca.11y coloured the "
women's movement %n China and has given it a unique

character. The second noteworthy pqiﬁt is that the ‘womenfs

movement in new China has given birth to ,a new womanhood

that is ma.rked by its freedom and i.ndeyendence. I-fowéver,

EA "also carries tensiens and-cdnflicts mot unlike those

experienced by modern Vomen in most non-socTalist P .

: ' it ; s

o R -
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countries."481

One has to note that the oppressiorn of women is a

>
matter caused by the special conditions affecting women of
all social groups., - That kind of oppression is inherited in

"the most lxitimto. private areas of life, pervades

culturdl tradition and historical experience," and in some
ways benefits men. The revolution has mianoipated women to
such en extent as to get rid of the traditional social
structures that strengthened the old regine. But this
process. 18 in danger of stopping short or full liberation
ir tha costs are too great.‘wz
Rurtliermore, the Chinese Commmnist regime has been
suffering fif;m pressing economic see.rcitie;, Not surprisingly,
the new chineae' ragma' has "not been willing or able to make
the etfor{roquired to liberate women fylly ..." Thus, the
n‘ttmpts to improve the status of women are forced to be

given up when they become too costly "either in term of
“*direct economic costs such as child care and household

services or political resistance and &umption Tesulting
from attempts.to change the family or to bring women equally
into 'pouugm-' Thus, it seems to me that revolutions which °
oceur in advanced industrial societies could ptev‘ida better

chances to liberate women than those which occur in the
“ developing soz:!.eti.es.4'83 Only the process of industrial-

igation can change the tradléional function and structure
of the family in a koeiaty. Only un&er that sitfation will

~)
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a change in "'the entire c‘nmplelx social function of woman'"
be effected. The whole series of changes in the structure
and function of the family can be sigmificantly speeded up
through a Marxist analysis of the contemporary family in
spciet‘y.454

The women's liberation in modern China was firstly
facilitated by two interacting forces: the feminists and
their partial 1n'{luencea on the revolutionary ideology.
However, these forces had a potential;.y‘unequal \commitment
to female emancipation as such.. The f.bmer‘rorce was a ,
group of militant and competent vinman.‘ They. fnught for the
women's liberation within the context of a4 free and new
society. But i:he Chinese Commnist ideology held that it
was necessary to liberate women in order to create a new
s'oolety. ’

Despite its 16ng-range goals, women's liberation
étin remains a central ideological piactice in the chines‘e
Commnist revolution. It is stillvso "even vhen attacks on
the oppression of women in the family and inequality in
economic and political 1ife (decline)." Meanwhile

"a 'star system' with the double advantage of coopting
the minority of active talented women- and providing
propaganda.support for the ideology of women's-
He e st 0 20,00 fgsteniey

However great the emphasis has been put on ﬁxiriumg
the revolutionary promises, the attainment has.been sylzibolic
in vhich only individual women are.elevated "rather than a 7
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pubstantial commitment to end the oppression of women as a
gocial group," Besides the Chinesé women were not mited tn
the pursuit nr_ equality during the revolutionary period.
Neither the revolutionary feminists nor their ideological
commitment conld form a definite block that was strong enough
to "maintain the impetus for change when the costs became
M@'“JSG 5

All in all, éunsiderable advances l_xave psen;attained
in regard to the status ‘of the Chinese women, They are more
literate and. free to participate fully in various aspects of

-society, N\o_t surprisingly,- the new woman in new China-is

characterized
"as a robust, healthy looking, and cheerful person whose
bountiful energies are ‘devoted to'work and studies and
whose unfailing loyalties belong to the produotionw.,
brigade, the commune, the militia, and the party,"™ '~
Coming forth hand in hand with this was the remarkable change
in the attitudes of husbands toward . their wives in.families,
In return, the ‘modern Chinese women try not to take their

liberation as & form of conflict between men and women.

"They see the conflict in their society rﬁther as one l;atween :

new ideas and remnants of feudal fhink:mg,"“ss However, .1t
is natswbrthy that the changes in aftitudes and ideas are
still slow in rural areas. . : .

’ An example is that, particularly in rural areas,
most families still highly value children, especially sons,
So women Btill have to _'heéz- the burden of frequent child-
bearings that seems to be the means for them to gain status,

v

Ll
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Prior m‘Qe—mas popularity of family planning in .ths 1960'.9,
"the status which constant child-bearing brought a women in
the family was in sharp conflict with the social status that
productive labour might otherwise have conferred on hez'."“ag

o The past policy of avoiding the modernization of
agriculture was defended in part as a means to enhance
women's participation in this sector, However, it co\eld be
a factor to increase the workload of those Chinese women who
had both to work and to .take care o‘: their children and

household chores, 490 > - .

' " Besides, the provision of ¢ommmal services for child-
care and eating facilitias,heips a bit alleviate the bulk of
housework and child-care ln}rd which had once to be taken

up by the young housew:.vea’. However, snch services are not
sufficiently provided or operated only on seasonal or
temporary basis, Thus, once a young housewife is mobilized

to work outside the house, her mother-in-law will have to

*.care for her grandchildren -and do menial work that had once

been "the special duties of the young daughter-in-law."
Generally spesking, women in new Clina have secured
a hew sense of worth and self-respect, This is already a
complete departure from the traditional Chinese society.
However, the new woman in chzna is st11l not completely
free from being discriminated against, As has been examined
before, in the occupational world and within the Chinese
Commnist Party, Chinese:women a‘re 8t111 not in very
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favourable situations, It is most apparent in sex-segregation
in ordinary work as well as in the occupational apheres.491

As a matter of fact, many new Chinese women have
experienced role conflicts Wecause they are not satisfied
with their roles of being housewives, They rather prefer
to have economic independence and also the status of workers
in their own rights. This role conflict is particularly
salient among those married women in new China.

Besides, this role conflict is further complicated
by. the conflicting demands of the state and their personal
interests, 7

wIn Communist literature, a wumsn's happiness is
invariably depicted as the result of' an inner
transformation involving the pains of self-examination
and self-denial, The hagpy wife is one who succeeds
in adjusting her life pattemns and thinking in
accordance with the new society, It is only in this
way that she can maintain hei glum over the affection
and respect of her husband.," 9 R

Nevertheless,. the Chinese Commnist regimé has
actually brought changes which have aroused the reactions
of the Chinese vomen, These reactions vary according to
persons and social classes as well, It is noteworthy that:

"many women with modern education have been, in theory
ardent supporters of woman's complete emsnclps.tion
and equality but have been unable to pul of. their
dreams into practice and in. their fa.miliis enjoy
fewer rights than women factory workers,"493
Meny women factory workers themselves still have conservative
attitudes and ddeas, They -do not trust women's equality,
instead they demand for a dominating husband., Thus ™ the

disorinination of husbandd tovard wives still exists.’%
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For a peasant woman or slave girl who was once illiterate,
the new~-won freedom, self-respect, social status and
education have been the changes brought by the new regime,
However, these changes do not come without any costs. The
costs incurred to bring forth such changes are incessant
hard labour, group pressure, increasing self-denial,
conformity and loss of privacy =—e.g, the restrictions on the
relationships between the sexes.% These inevitably give
a feeling that the women of Uhina have -sheken off thelr
‘traditional grievances, yet their destiny has become

496 The women's movement

subjected to a new. external force.
in néw China is under strict Commmist divection,. It has:
he Chinese Commnists' general tool instead of being

an indepghdent militant movement fighting merely for the

become

interests of women._497 Moreover, it is further .manlfested
through the facts that they are massively mobilized for
economic reconstruction whenever the regime' needs to do so
for any economic campaigns,, Although women in-'new China are
no longer bound by the old traditions, yet they have become
“gubject to new constraints by the Communist regime.'wa
Though under the rule of the Chinese Commmnists extended-
families seem to have lost their traditional significances,
yet familiek are still taken as the basic social units in
modern Chinese society, This is further clarified in 1':he
argument held py’)(anc'y Milton stating that the demands of
new Chinese wm;zen never hwluded‘ the total a}:olltinﬁ of the

P
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fanily. %% However, the type of athority that the family
exercises is over ridden by the primacy of the political
auth}:tity.soo

Even the marriage choices of the Chinese women are
now subject to political control.

"The criteria for marriage choice mow has (sic) to

melnﬂe pohtical acceptability. After marriage, a
woman's dutie m the home. are likewise under constant

public scru ein 3 her home 1life has to be subordinated

to her duties as a °‘H‘1§8§ and a productive member of
e Communist society."

Thus, it-4s clear that the lnt_erests of the staté are always
taking precedence whenever there is a conflict of interests
X i Lo

between those of the state and. of the individuals.

The Chinese Clumunist regime is not wawarg of all i
these sitnations, Indeed, a campaign has been carried out
to criticize Confucius and Lin Piao, The significance of
such campaign-

"is to date the most concentrated and analytical attempt
to integrate the redefinition of the female role into
a nationwideMeffort to. change the s;&é‘—mge and
expectation of both men and women."
A1l these were to aim at arousing the confidence of women
through their own individual and collective abilities.

i Though considerable 'equalities are en,fnyed by women,
clear].y defined sex~-roles still exist in the Chinese ecenomy.
Most pronounced sexual determination of roles is evident m%
. the unpaid household labour, The most resistant obstacle
to full equality in sex-roles is still the patriarchal

division of labour. Just as evident in the agricultural
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sphere, there are strong fo‘):cas operating "to make women's
contritution to farm work marginal," Women's ‘)articivation
‘becomes fully signifieant only when there is even demand for
labour throughout the year and

nyhen domestic work can be lightened, collectivized or

Aﬁﬂgd;ttgszgerﬁl%rat?a;h ::r:gr:lwsg::-goig::sﬁsm

All in all, village life in new China is still not
easy. Women are still required to work hard for survival
and Afor the economic progress, Though their emancipation
is 8ti11 far from complete, yet they have more appoi-hmit:‘as

. to carry on their utmggle‘at lea.si.5°4
& 'Purthemora, as far as the wages in industry inside
the communes are concerned, "women do not receive any
pagment ‘win on maternity lesves.s% It indicates that
the sex-discrimination of roles is still strongly
. influencing the reward systenm, e.g. inside the cooperatives,
’ Apart from that, the long-standing attitude held
by the Chinese Oommunist Party is manifested in the

1 of women Party intellectuals. For
an example, Tng Ling --Chinese Commnist Party's member
and a prominent writer once sharply criticized the  official

1 in 1942 for “the difficulties and

disillusionment of women living at Aths Marxist capital

of Yenan." Though the position of women there has been

improved, Ting Ling stated that "it did not measure up to

the theories the CCP (Chinese Commnist Party) proclaimed

about equal.rights." She further pointed out that those
E ' S A

(e



promises made by the top pafty leaders were empty and
not supported by action., Just because of these criticisms,
Ting Ling was forced to reform her attitudes, She was forced
%0 hold that her ideas on feminism were outdated.’® sne was
purged once again in 1957 because she spoke against the
party's line on marriage and love at the episode of the
“Hundred Flowers Bloom." The party-line by then was
inclined to have coercive attitudes on sexuality and
divorce, She accused the Party of defending "hi;rarchical
privileges against democratic and egalitarian demands by
the ’ma‘sses.“' Perhaps this is the factor that helps
‘pez—petua‘ce the clearly defined sex-roles evidently rwealéd
during the collectivization movement (tl;u.-ongh the 1950's).
Thus, "however free, (the new mfnese women) are still
submitted to influences of politics" to a definite extent.sm
The communes, with the collective provision of services like
the creches and mess halls, could release a woman for jobs
of a more manly kind, : However,
nthe commmized woman is still wife and mother. (and
sometimes generalized wife .and mother, if she has to
doﬁ;sguc:gmug:o:dsﬁhme(ggi :g’xl':i::ﬁ
incidentally female version of the male wnrker."5°9
Ai-1i Chin has argued that it is inevitable and
expectable that there will be an enforcad ‘type of political
and social participation of women 1£ ‘the chinese comlmmd.st -
: govermment continues present ideology 9: masslve mobilization.
As far as women's human dignity and material benefits

= o
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are concerned, they are related to the nature of the power
structure of the new regime, as well as to "the intrinsic
interests of the individual regardless of the sex."slo

It is true that massdive women's participation in

o vrod‘ucti‘ve Jobs and commmnity .work like neighbourhood
factories has at least given the Chinéag women excellent
oppomity. However t}nat o‘ppo’rtunii;y may not endure.

i Though chances have been created i‘or women to get experience
and authority in theiz communities, these jobs do not confer
1o them full economxc mdependence though these. jobs have
brmxght them supplema.nta.ry‘ incorie. - These employments can
only bring them less monay, >less tri.nge benefits, and less
Job ‘security than the regula:r: jobs.” !

Equality between the sexes "is still far from

complete, ™ 512

There is still evidence that women are defined
'aa backvard or useléss. Théy are even neglected for
promotion and further traini.ng. As a matter of :act; the
Chinese Commmist govermment really appreciates that women's

- struggle for egquality in China is still far away from
‘completion. Thus it is quite sure that .the women in new
China will progress because they are cr,it!.!a.lly conscious
of the remaining inequalities and discrimination th’e'y have
to tzme.513 They do not "see men per se, as -their enemy,"”
That maans' their struggle is not the one between the- sexes.
Theix only enemy is "the rend,al ways of thinking and acti.ng;
the capitalist and bourgeois ways of doing things.“514




“inyhov,

"only time can tell what permanent ltrncfnrnl results
will emerge from ... a deliberate redirection of
social forces on a massive scale, for changes in the
position of women will come about not only with,each
new policy affecting women as such but also indirectly
as a consequence of, ﬂeepm changes in other parts or
the social system."5

Perhaps the particular economi:c development policies - !

practised by the Chinese Comunist government wifl in thme ¢
long run nave a special potsntial to create a real uocia.'l. ]
and ma.’cez-ial equality of apxu)rﬂl:n\nﬁry.5]'6

HOW PAR HAVE THE WOMEN IN COIMUNISY CHINA er g T
“EMANCIPATED? (AS "COIPARED WITH -THE WOMEN'.S
EIANCIPATION I THE U.S.S.R.)

Iike all other socialist societies, (hina has been

enthusiastic in building socialism, It is tl;ywanth

manifested thrvugh the radical policies practised by .
Commmigt chm to motivate mass particivation in all ¥ =
aspects of social life, In so doing, she has, by and 1arge,
created a more favourable atnosphere and force to efficiently
challenge all kinds of .Lnsqua.li.ty; 4including ux—‘meqt;alx.ty.

" Her policies like those uq&eiatsd with "both the at Leap
Forvard and the Socialist Educaﬂon—‘-cnltunl nglut:ian,'.'

at lea.s’t appear to have the potential "of utap:ating “the

nmasses of women into the labor farue in the proeess of a
socialist constmetian." 51 “Perhaps’ Communist China tries

%o benefit the Chinese' women by following the guidam:e of

Engels and Marx, - As a matter .of fact, Mgels held that
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modernization of industry necessitated and made vossible

the particivation of women, Yet this was the source of

her exploitati‘on an(f‘ u‘qs“a:}.so her potential em'ancloaticn.sla
Theoretically, the experierice that Chinese women
got during those verdods of massive mobilization Seems to be

congruet to the arxist idea. Fordarxism takes sex-

N :
ppression: as a qi of.nl.f ion, However;

® o
« it had been, viewed by femmists, as separate from class-

. oppression. e

© PMarkists in general ‘have never axplcreﬂ eu;her the -
vrecise mature of the relationghip betweeh sex and
class or had'very mch to say -about priorities in the.
process by ‘which ‘sexual explcitatﬁ.g& and’ oppréssiom st
are eliminated at any ‘given timg," ol
—It is noteworthy that women' s hberatlon has a.'l.wayc 'been
seen, not as part of the trocess of b\uldmg socialism,
hut as a result of socialism by the domnant na_v'xist
revolutionaries. For example, Lenin held that only
socialism could relieve vomen from their domestic dxrudgery
when the economy should change: from small household economy-
w2 socialist tum.szo This vas particulu-ly exnerienceg' ~
hy women. in ngw c}una. during the 19605. They were’ affected

by ‘the contradictory -and conflicting foz'ceé arising from:.

the g ‘s dévelopment s It vas

evid ently +the case amon]; the \u‘ban Iemale labour Iorce. »
oiass wolarization occurred, among the fenale population. E
"his resulted in:';\ute na\:iceable difrerentie.ﬂona and !

cleavagea of the remala labauz- force. Bencs, there apyea.rad
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a female technocratic elite who were different from the

vast majority of the labour furce. This, implies that class
struggle oammt be everlooked in the struggle aga.mat sexual
d.iscr!.,m.{natinn. Both should go hand in hand. Krperience
revealed that; n"those policies which benefited the workmgk,\
class women, also benefited the whole working class,n 2t
Nevertheless this is mnot e;lway'sv a clear phenomenon., The

different interests being strived for may not -come forth at

“the shme ti.me.

"The at—mggle for female liberation must therefore pay
-very close attention to ideological factors as well
as socio-economic ones,. but the notion of sexual

struggle when divorced’ from a clear conception of.class
interest -does no nacessa.rﬂﬁ T g§ To II'Eez‘aHnn 301- ¥E
overvhelmin, , majority’ of women. " 2

. e Supux-ncially, Gommlst China 1s nut mich differmt

from othar soe!.alist cmmtries in rega.rd to ‘the achieveme t
in 11berating women,' Neverthsless, ﬂif:erences do exist

in the extent of success when compared with the other >
colmtri.es. At this yoint, I wonld 1:Lke to compare the

" situations of women ‘in Communist China with ' Lthuse in the

Soviet Union to see whether the women's 1L‘berat.1.on movement
in China is dizrgrent from that in Russia, and, if so, to
vhat extent they are’ different.

All in a:L‘L there’ 18 ‘a similarity between these two

»ummh:iss, for. they are bo‘th socialist” countries.‘ However,

: owng to ths diﬂermes in ts.mn when ths molutions took
’ Dlaoo in theu “two oauntz'!.es, socia:u.st 1deology influenced '
_‘the develoyment« £ thu UeS.8.Re taz mlie: tban lt daiad




-when the :Chinese Communist regime had bee
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China's, Tt is obvious in the fact that the Soclalist
revolution succeeded in 1917 in Russia but the Communist
revolution in China did not take-place until 1949. It was
not long after the 1917 Socialist revolution éhat the
Soviet Union engaged in massive economic development plans,
e.g. The Five Year Plans that-began around 1928, Though
Communist China also carried out socialist economic
developments after. the establishment of-the regime, e.g.
1‘1an Five Year Plans ;and collectivization, these began only
in ﬂ;e 50's, The‘re had already been a time-lag of at least
30 years --as compared with those in the U.S.S.R. Within
sach an interval, Soviet society had -already undex'gane a
series of economic and poli«tical developments.

£8 far as marriage Teforms are concerned, there had
been a ae‘ﬂes of laws hnpieizited to. protect women's rights
of ‘marriage and divorce between 1917 apd 1921 in the Soviet
Union, # Shbse.quent promilgations of more marriage reform
lays decurred in the late 30's and early 40's.%%> But the
formal marriage law in Ohina was not promilgated watil 1950

established,
_Besides, the provision.s of welfare and protective measures
for the mrking women, in the Soviet Union’came out’shortly
after: the 1917 rewlution. But for Communist Uhina such
provialons were not heard of until the 50'5. Even up. to

the present time pmvisiens nf thsse measurss are not yet
‘Pully executed. *
Female education 4.n the Sﬁiet Union is more advanceﬂ




women who enjoy :a status more.at ‘par‘with men's.

than in Communist China. In the Soviet regime, genera& i
1171 teracy has been combated.’24
"According to the 1970 census, women constitute 53 9
per cent of the total population of the U.S.S.R.
51 per cent of the working population, Forty-five
and two-tenths per cent of all women (as compared with
52,2 per cent of all men) have completed higher and, 525
secondary education or have incomplete educations.”
Thus more and more women have become better educated.
Consequently, the overall educational status of women in
the Soviet Union is at par with that of men, That perhaps
is mainly because all people in the Soviet Union are v
entitled to have \mlverssJ:, free and compulsory B'e-ve.n tp ten-
year general schooi and. easily accessable higher education,
But the situation in Comimunist China is(different, Illiteracy
is gti‘ﬁ : problem a,nmizg men and women, It’rls particularly
sgliént among. the,peaqan‘t women, mmigh there have been -
anti-illTEeracy éampéigns run by the Chinese Communist '
govei‘nmel;t, yet universal education is still not on a
eommﬁsory basis, While educational opportunity is becoming
‘moPe equal at the primary level, for higher educational
attainment, the Chinese women are not, as advanceéd as Soviet
‘As far as- occupational statuses of the women in the
Soviat lmio,n and Comnist c'hina are concerned, they are a.lso
different, . Ovd.ng to ea:ly mdustrial ‘and ecanomic develop-
ments in the Soviet Vnion, women have long bean paz-ticipating

Cfully a.nd holding important posts at mioug occupational

levels, " But in China, though yomen's participation has been’




enlarged since the Communist regime’came into reign, yet
women are still clustered the more lowly skilled kinds
of 1n‘hu.526 This is parhap's' because in the Soviet Union,

2 1 and onal skill-trainings are widely

provided to Soviet women, Also, the provis{on of more .
thorough welfa.re facilities has created a situation that
mblas their women to participate freely in the gccupationa.l
world as thaw like. But although'the occupational world in
Communist china has been open to greater” women's participation,
Chinese women are st111 in a less favourable siltuation as
compared with men, Their simtlon is- even rar 'bahmd the
standard of emancipation that the Soviet ‘women are now
enjoy;ng’. The ‘most reinarkahle difference between these two
comﬁies can be found in the occupational spheres that ’
require high sk].li and scientific kmowledge. " Tt is a matter
of fact that 40 per cenj; of ali scientists in the Soviet
TUnion are women:. They also constitute seventy per cent of
a.‘Ll teachers. ‘

Besides, modern Russia has wiped out

"the so-called historic ‘aversion.of women to technology
ess Every third engineer in a country richest in.the
world. m enginsets 15 a wWoman and ‘the. number increises
every. year,"527 ¢,

Host st::ikmgly is that Sowiet women ¢an even pa.rticipate
.in 'che aero-space- activities. There has already been a '
:emale astronaut, Thus' not only is Comm;mist China

.’annmpsta.ble to the Soviet Union in'this aspect, but even

&

the, wall-developed western oo\mtrles do mot have such
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advancement yet.

For the women's participation in general politics,
the Soviet Union has provided chances for women to
participate widely in local politiecs, though women's
representation in higher party bodies has been trlvj:al.szs

Vomen in Commnist China, though symbolically or otherwise «
represented in differe_{xt levels of state politics, have less
representation in the ésntra.l Committee of the Commnist
Party than Soviet women.sh29 % L
On the whole, the attainment of women's emancipation
in the Soviet Union is far more adyanced than in Commnist
_China, - Though the women';a emancipation movm_na;mt in’.Communist .
China has Q;sn’movlng forward, yet it.g-atta.imn'ent Vat- present ; b
is only comparable to the Soviet'Union during the 1920's and
-1930's, This is mainly because of the differences in the
i time when they were Sn.f].uence@ by developments stimulated by
the socialist movement, The Soviet Union became a Socialist
state in 1917 when China was ther still under bourgeois rule,
It can be said that only through the sacia.us_t motivation
of collectivization and modernization that chances have been
developed to liberate women in the Soviet Union., Since
China becane a socialist'state later than” Rugsia,. not
surprisingly there are ﬁlaqrépabcies in the stages of
'daveio'pment' i’ea‘cha& by these two countries and hence in
‘the extent of women's. libgrat.ion. N ' i

From an overall point of view, the Soviet Union hps
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attained greater success than Communist China in liberating
women, But in certain aspects like the birth control
facilities and related attainment, the Savietb Union may not
be better than Communist China., As the lﬁtest materials
about birth control issues in new China have revealed, the
Commmist Chinese government has mn;& great efforts to
publiclze contraceptives and birth control devices to Chinese
women,. Nof Bu.rprisingly, as a cbnsequence, oral contra-
ceptives «

"may now bé"being used by 15 million women, In the rural
BUTtile vonen ame whing 1his merod -oinBJ0PT oot of
Besides, as has been mentioned in the section con‘cernlixg
birth control,
“pioneer work has been done in developing paper pills',
which, %ikg vaguum ;:gifzgiagoirﬁ B;he g%fld of abortinn,
sppea.'r 0 be a gem P
This has been the main method of abortion used in most rural
areas inside China, Indeed, "China is the home of the
vaéuum ‘aspiration method of terminating preyxancy."532 It
is also noteworthy that abortion is now widely used and
readily available in the cities at least. Thus it is now
claimed that there are 20,000. commne. hospitals that can
pe\rfom abortion when réquired. o3
However,, in the U.S.S.R., induced-abortion rates
are high ‘hecanE-e o‘f "the non-availability or non-application
of oral con‘tx‘aceptives and mﬁcim‘t distribution of
ponr—quality, aesthetically unacceptable condoms." 535 Thus
in this aspect of birth control, Commmist China seems to

Poaemson
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‘ have attained a greater progress than the Soviet Union.

Apart from that discrepancy, the women's liberation
in the Soviet Union can lead Commnist China in emancipating
women in other aspects, e.g. women's participation in
.occupations and edugation, ete, Perhaps that is because of
the fact that the Soviet Union suffered a heavy loss of man-
power }lurmg the two world wars and consequently the Soviet
women had to take over men's places in v’ariaus fields,
However, Communist China did not encounter such circumstance.

It 18 possible t_ha.t z;n her way toward. further ¥
emancipation of women, Communist L'hixm will be able to
a't;ain the same extent of success that 1'{he Soviet Union

o

1is now experiencing, It will not be surprising 4f!Comminist
China has a tendency to follow whatever axanrpié the Soviet
Union has set in liberating women, But it will take-at.
least quite a period bei’/ore Communist China can catch up.

FUTURE TRENDS OF WOMEN'S RMANCIPATION
COMMUNIST CHINA

i
In order to predict the future trend of the women's

more satisfactory emancipation soon comes after the freeing

554 only under that

of the housewives from housework.
14 g 1
condition can it be possible for women to have free and

wide~ranging participation in non-domestic work, Thus” P

women can experience greater equality with and economic
535 .

independence from their husbandg.
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A1l in all, it is noteworthy that the freeing of

housewives from housework cannot be complete unless .material

., abundance is attained through economic prosperity., As Leon

Troteky has~”said, a great obstacle in the path toward
greater emancipation of women is the scarcity of material
wealth,”>® In adaition,
"the main work of preparation (for such progress) is
carried out along more basic lines: the development
of industry; which will give the coijntryside the
technical basis for industrialized, agriculture; and
a cooperative form of distribution of economic
benefits, without which it is impossible- tg work
out new attitudes toward woman and child.” 31
Change in the status of women as a sacial’gmup in
a country has & direct relation with the degree of
mode¥nization affected by the rullng regime, 538 Indeed,
it is hard to predict to what extent the women in cumnmnist
China will be emancipated because what progress the women's
emancipation movement will make depends-almost completely
on the di of the 1 of the g
That prediction is extremely difficult to make without bias,
Perhaps William Goode may have made the most able predictions,

. He predicts that though there are still many problems

associated with the constitution of commnes, thé existence
of commmnes will persist for several 'npcoming decades, may
be in amn'diﬁed form. _Béeides, he predicts that with
industrialization and greater economic and political

-stability, R

»

nthere will be a siing back toward a more definite =
sex division of labor and toward the family as a N

rl
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primary,unit of identification,n39
The present post-Mao leadership in China ::s some-
V‘lh;t like a "collective leadership" since there appears to
be no hajor political figure who has the potential to pursue
Mao's revolutionary vision. Thus it is rather impossible to
have, any successful implementation of the Maoist policies to
any ‘extreme extent., .The present policies are directed toward
a moderate and pragmatic 1deoloé}/, Economic development and
further mademizatipn are given priority, Thus specialization
of skills will prevail. In so far as the Chinese women remain
under-represented in the chlances.of being trained in special
p‘z-cressinna'l skills, they will stiil have - small chances to
drastically improve their ogcupational status.
Purthermore, wi th»zgz-tha: industrialization and
modernization in Communisgt china, future regional difterencae .

" in the progress of womsn‘s economic and political yarticipation
.can ba. anticipated, Indeed, industrialization does play a

part in lessening the inequality between the sexes, So the
women in the rural areas ofsCommnist China are bound to

has been the case that progress of industrialization is

_ slower in'miral 8 than in 'the urban areas, Industrial-
- ization is mpbspible vithout greater .dengées #~f special-

uatioﬁ of skills, It has been a.toz’?mmtioned that women
in rural ps.rts ot mainland china have genenlly been under-
represented in attsd.nment of highly-akillsd training. ‘So
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they will still be under-represented in certain spheres of
social and occupational participation.

Meanwhile, China is experiencing a gradual decline
in the force of ideology. Thus, it ls. very likely that
Chinese society wi_ll remain stratified in terms of status and
hierarchy.’® This will set a limit to the improvement of the
status of women in new China. The Party will continue to play
a crucial role in pprpe‘tﬁhl’g the stratification in society
and in'the Party hierarchy as well, It is imaginable that
wome;n will remain under-represented in some fields, ‘

Nevertheless, the'snclal status of women as a whole
will still be bromted. At least during the phases of
further éconon;ic developments and further modernization, women
can still be of pse as a precious labour force in new China,
As a‘ matter of fact, new.China in the post-Mao era has been
progressing toward further modernization. It is thus possible
for the new Communist leadership to further emancipate the
Chinese women, :

" However, it is doubtful how much further the status
of the new women will be promoted once the wuntry"has
attained a certaimgextent of economic prosperity and
modernization, Will that be the time for the Chinese women
to énjoy a far greater degree of liberation on account of
the elimination of .scarcity of material wealth? Or will that
be the time when women in this Communist country are no longer
needed as-an indispensable and precious labour force, and

when China will cease to give priority to the question of

il
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women's emancipation as part of her socialist ideologies?

It is quite true, at this mbmmt, ti:at there are
5411 real structural constraints working against further
1liberation of wcm’eu in new China, But Qxe Chinese Communist
government does recognize that special —gllttention is needed to
help remove the remaining constraints that obstruct the whole
process of women's emanclpatioms“l Thus, the masses of
women inside new China have no choice on their present lot.
They are bound to follow wherever the tide of the women's
1iberation movement goes. Howwér far the progress will be
in the movement, there is for sure a limit. It is very o
likely that women in new China can expgience tﬂe sense of
emancipation only to the stage when the need for a lai-ge
supply of labour stops growing owing to the attainment of
economt® affluence, But that is still a distance for.new
China to strive for ...
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Chapter I: General Prinmciples

Article 1

Article 2 _.
o

“the arbitrary and compulsory feudal marriage '
system, _which is based on the superiority of
man over woman ... 1s hereby abolished, 'he
new Democratic marriage ‘system, which is based
on free choice of partners, on manoga;w, on
equal Tights for both sexes, and on the
protection of the lawftl interests of women and
children, shall be put into effect," -

prohibite polygamy, concubinage, child betrothal;
interference with remarriage of widows,’mazriage
by purchase g v

: 5 kY|

Chapter II: Contracting of Marriage

Article 3

Article 4

Article 6

ma}'riage by 'mutual willingness

minimn marriage age: twenty for males, eighteen
for females ) LI
marriage requires only reglstering in person W
with 'People's Government

Chapter III: Rights and "Dutle-s of Husband and Vife

Article 7

"Husband and wife are companions living together

and .shall enjoy equal status in the home."
[
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Article 8 "Husband and wife are in duty bound to love,
respect, assist, and look after each other, to
live in l;é'.mony, to engage in productidn to care
for ‘their children, and to strive jointly for

the' welfare of a new snciety.‘"

Article 9  both have the right to free cholcr of occupations
and social activities

Article 10° 'b.oth have equal rights to possession and
management of family property’
Article 1-17 both have .thé Tight to us§ theix_‘.vqwn family

* ' -names
i

"Avticle 12 Dboth have the right to inherit ploperty

Chapter IV Reletions beﬁem Paren@s and Children

Article 13 no infanticide

" Article 15 1illegitimate children have the same

lawful children. If the father cam be

identified, he must support the children.
50 -

Chapter V: Divorce L b d S -

Al;'ticle 17 "Divorce shall be grantad when husband ‘and
g (

wife both desire it."

i




“Article 18 A husband can't divorce a yi-amnt wife mor
a wife with a child under one year of age.
‘Ihu restriction does not apply to women.

i Charlotte Bonny -Colen, "c‘hnpg'hlmo Fu Nu", "Women of
China® in Robin Horgan, ed., Sisterhood is Powerful. (An_
Anthnlogy of Hriuns From the Women's mbaration Movemmt,)
N, Randbm Honae,-ls'!e, B, 399-400.
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