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Abstract

As distance education enters the mainstream of higher learning,

educators must not only adapt to changing gy but must also gni;
and promote it as a quality native to iti learning.
Outcome it including i i and student

satisfaction supports the expanding role of distance education as a viable and
rewarding choice for learners. This paper folio explores student readiness for
distance education and the importance of faculty preparation and support,
typical characteristics of today’s distance learner, as well as distance
education’s unique fulfillment of adult learning theories. Because of the
distinctive characteristics of the province as well as a superlative access to the
newest technological advances, institutions delivering the Bachelor of Nursing
Collaborative Program in Newfoundland and Labrador are well placed to offer a
world-class distance education program. Distance education is envisioned as
an agent for change, expansion, and diversity in the nursing program,

particularly as it responds to the educational needs of adult learners.
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Introduction

The number of aduits pursuing academic programs is growing in record
numbers. According to Statistics Canada (1997), in 1993-94 aduits aged 25 and
over made up approximately 67% of all college students, 25% of all full-time
university students, and the vast majority of the part-time student body. Since

1972, their at universities has it at more than twice the rate for

those under 25 (Statistics Canada, 1997). One powerful demographic influence
is that of the “Baby Boom" population (those born between 1946 and 1964) who
tend to show a strong desire for continued leaming whether it be for improved
work environments or to keep abreast of the rapidly changing world. A more
recent demographic force involves children of the Baby Boomers who are past
age 25 and choose to remain in school or to return to school like their parents.
Merriam & Caffarella (1991) accounted for this trend by highlighting the
impact of our aging population, a larger number of aduits than youth, and the
increased educational level of today's aduits (a strong predictor of participation
in continuing education). MacNeil (1986) pointed to the effect of today's
information age on lifelong leaming which requires upgrading of knowledge and
skills to keep pace with modern demands. (1998) also

emphasized that rapid technological changes are compelling aduits to enhance
their careers through formal education programs. As well, with several career

changes predicted for working adults in today's society, returning to school "is
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