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Abstract

In this project report | analyse how the practice of Body Mapping impacts the bodily
performances of women classical musicians. The purpose is to study how the
characteristics that define normative gender affect the body and its movement; to
interrogate the body as the site where a patriarchal society constructs gender roles (more
specifically, femininity); and consequently to assess the effects that these may produce in
music performance. Drawing on interviews with six women classical musicians,
autoethnography, and Body Mapping as a method, | created a workbook for women Body
Mapping students. The goal of my research is to look into the possibilities of how the
three fields—music performance, Body Mapping and feminist thought—can connect
together, thus laying the groundwork for possible future research in this area. Even more,
| seek to apply new approaches to music performance and to contribute, at a practical

level, to the development of women classical musicians.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

| started studying music many years ago. | completed an undergraduate degree in
percussion, played in professional orchestras, and finished a Master’s degree in music
performance. Through the years | have had time to question, build and rebuild my
learning process in different ways. A few years ago, I discovered that | could relate music

and movement within my own body and mind, thanks to a method called Body Mapping.

As many musicians do, | spent several hours every day, for more than ten years,
practicing, trying to find perfection: to develop a good technique with the best teachers in
Mexico. However, | separated myself from my body; the body became the medium for
playing—as a machine—and | buried feelings, pleasure, and enjoyment in some deep
place of myself. Early in my studies | had tendonitis, and although that was the trigger to
start thinking about the role of my body in playing music, it took me a decade or more to
recover my body. The professional performance of classical music requires a high level of
technique in any instrument. Body and movement awareness have an important place in
this; and yet, as my own experience demonstrates, bodily fragmentation is surprisingly

common.

My first encounter with Body Mapping was in 2011. Because Body Mapping is
designed for musicians, it allows me to link music and the exploration of my body. This
has significant consequences in the development of musical technique and interpretation.
As soon as | started exploring my body, questions about my education started to arise:

Why did nobody teach me like this before? While | was a trainee, | remember one



afternoon in a Body Mapping session break, | asked a friend “Do you think that we don’t
have full arm motion because we are women? | mean, | have never learnt how to throw
things, you know, like toys to my dogs, or pebbles in a pond.” I think she replied that in
comparison to her brother she had less physical activity. That thought was the first seed
for me to pursue a graduate degree in Gender Studies and break my own boundaries.
After that day my questions kept going in several directions: Why do I cry when I am in
contact with my body? Why is it so difficult to feel the pelvic floor? Why is it so

wonderful to find my eyes in the mirror?

In this project, | am interested in examining how the practice of Body Mapping
impacts bodily performances—in music and life—of women classical musicians. In
particular, I have chosen to investigate Body Mapping from a feminist perspective,
because it allows me to present social issues, such as gender discrimination or abuse of
power, that are rarely discussed within classical music settings. | am interested in the
subjective experience of Body Mapping; that is, to listen to the experiences of women
musicians and my own voice for this project. | want to hear the different stories of
musical training, performances, and Body Mapping discoveries. My purpose is to relate
these stories to social constructions of gender, and to understand if this affects the

perception of ourselves and our music-making.

The foundation for my project is to examine the entangled relationships between
classical music performance, Body Mapping, and feminism. I investigate how the
characteristics that define normative gender affect the lived body and its movement, and

consequently the effects that they may produce in music performance. | am, further,



interested in the potential of Body Mapping to transform gendered bodily movements in
relationship to music performance. In this study, I have focused on women classical
musicians’ stories about classical music performance. My research questions are: What
are the effects of studying Body Mapping for women classical musicians? What is the
potential of Body Mapping to disrupt traditional gender roles in classical music

performance?

To examine these questions, | undertook a mixed methods study. I interviewed six
participants—all women professional classical musicians who have studied Body
Mapping—about their perceptions of gender and, their experiences about their body,
Body Mapping, and musical performances. | was specifically interested in questions such
as if the social construction of femininity affected body movements and musical
performances, how participants perceived the space they inhabit, and how their
perceptions of themselves have changed with Body Mapping. In addition, | engaged a
critical autoethnographic lens, through which I interrogated my own performance
histories and meanings. In particular, | was interested in how social discourses about
femininity have affected my body and its movements and its relation to my playing of
percussion instruments, which is a male-dominated field. This qualitative data—

interviews and autoethnography—forms the basis of my study.

| read this data through the lens of feminist theories of the body. Within a feminist
framework | study the body as the site where a patriarchal society constructs gender roles,
and more specifically, femininity. Echoing ideas put forward by Simone de Beauvoir

(1949/2011), Iris Marion Young (2005) declares that “femininity” is a set of norms and



disciplines that a male-dominated society imposes on female bodies (p. 5). For Bartky
(1990), femininity is an achievement after learning how a woman should behave within
social rules (p. 65). Butler (1988; 1999) considers gender as a performance that people
repeat and reinforce through time and gender norms establish ideals and rules of proper
masculinity and femininity (Butler, 1999, p. xxiii). In this project, | address how these
norms are reflected in women’s experience of their physical bodies (Bartky, 1990;
Beauvoir 1949/2011; Bordo 1993/2003; Young, 2005) and embodiment (Grosz 1994;
Howson, 2005; Waskul & Vannini 2006; Young 2005;). Also, | examine concepts of
spatiality, trying to identify how spaces and movement are gendered (Beauvoir
1949/2011; Grosz 1995; Young 2005). Studying these topics leads me to also examine the
power dynamics and oppression that women face (Bartky, 1990), and | try to identify

these in the performance of classical music.

As a project, my work serves a dual purpose. In addition to producing this project
report, which outlines the methodological and theoretical bases of my work, and offers an
analysis of my data, | have also produced a workbook on gender and performance
designed to be used in conjunction with Body Mapping training. This workbook connects
feminist thought and Body Mapping, and is designed to be used as a tool for women
musicians. More specifically, the purpose of the workbook is to guide readers—in this
case, women musicians—through the process of identifying how their social environment
has affected their bodies, its movement and their music performances. Moreover, it
encourages readers to think about their own experiences with their bodies and music in

reflexive and intimate ways.



My overarching aim, with this research, is to link feminist theory, music
performance and body awareness, through the study of Body Mapping, in order to
contribute to an ongoing dialogue between feminism and music. My research offers a way
to look into the possibilities of how the three fields can connect for further research.
However, my goal is also practical. Through this work, | seek to apply new approaches to
music performance and, in this way, to contribute to the development of women’s skills

in this discipline.

1.1. Body Mapping

Body Mapping is a somatic method developed by William and Barbara Conable.
The term “somatics” comes from a Greek root which translates as “the study of the body”
(Johnson, 2009, p. 12). For Thomas Hanna (1988) “soma” is the “living body” (p. 20).
This is the internalized perception of the body that people have of themselves, which is
different from what external people see as physical bodies (Hanna, 1988, p. 20). Thus
somatic practices help to develop people’s awareness of their internal perception of their
own bodies. For Linden (1994), the practice of somatics involves the interactions between
physical (posture and movement), emotional, and intellectual characteristics, as well as
self-concepts, and cultural values (p. 16). There are many somatic education methods
available to classical musicians. These include Rolfing, Feldenkrais Method, and

Alexander Technique (Alcantara, 1997; Engel, 2008; Nelson & Blades-Zeller, 2002).

B. and W. Conable, in addition to founding Body Mapping, are certified
Alexander Technique instructors. It is thus unsurprising that Body Mapping, as a somatic

approach, is influenced by Alexander Technique. The purpose of the Alexander



Technique is to improve ease and freedom of movement, flexibility and coordination
(Alcantara, 1997; Conable, B. & Conable, W., 1995; Kleinman & Buckoke, 2013). But
while there are similarities, the two approaches are nevertheless different. One of the
differences between Body Mapping and Alexander Technique is that in the latter, the
teacher helps students by guiding their movements with the hands. Hands-on work is not
used in Body Mapping; rather it uses anatomical images and models and asking students
what they perceive in their bodies (Johnson, 2009, p. 2). Body Mapping promotes the
training of the kinesthetic sense: this is, the perception of the movements of our bodies,
the position of our bodies in a space, and the size of our bodies. The kinesthetic sense
allows musicians to shift their attention from “How do I look?” to “How or what do I feel
in my body?” and “How do I perceive myself?”” Body Mapping speaks to musicians’ self-

awareness.

Body Mapping originated during the 1970s when W. Conable, a cello teacher at
the Ohio State University School of Music, discovered that the way that his students
moved was related to their anatomical and physiological perception of their own bodies
(Conable B. & Conable B., 2000; Johnson, 2009; Woodard, 2009). He noticed that with
accurate information about the size, function (the mechanics) and structure (shape) of
their bodies, the movements and sounds that musicians produce were different, more
efficient, and more expressive (Conable B. & Conable B., 2000; Johnson, 2009;
Woodard, 2009). W. Conable’s method consisted of looking at the bodies of his students
while playing, identifying their false conceptions of the body, and asking students about

their perceptions of the body. For example, he observed a student who was having



problems in her playing. What he observed was that she moved her arm as if the elbow
joint was higher (Conable, W., 1995, p.129). W. Conable concluded that the false
perception of where the movement happened was related to her idea of a smaller body
since she started playing the violin as a child, and she did not change the perception of her
body with adult dimensions (Conable, W., 1995, p. 129; Mark, 2012, p. 57). B. Conable
further developed, wrote about and taught this method. More recently, she also created
the organization, Andover Educators, which exists to help musicians to correct their body

maps, find ease in their movements, and avoid injuries while playing.

1.2. Body Map

The perception or idea that people have of their bodies is the “body map.”
Johnson (2009) explains that the term “body map” is described in neurophysiology as the
internal representation in our brains “that dictates how we move” (p. 13). We find other
terms to describe the same concept, such as “internal representation” or “body
representation” (Clarke & Davidson, 1998, p. 75). The body map is a visual
representation of our anatomical structures in our brains (in the motor and somatosensory
cortex). We all have registered a perception of how our body is and we move according to
that idea. In the process of Body Mapping we examine what we believe to be true about
our body by comparing it to accurate physiological information (Conable, B. & Conable

B. 2000, p. 5).

According to Nichols (2009) recent research in humans with neurological
disorders has proven that there is an ability to change the representation of anatomy on

the brain (p. 209), thus the body maps are not fixed; rather, they can change and new



movements can be learned. For instance, musicians may perceive the movement of their
arms starting from the shoulder to the fingertips, but the accurate body map is that the
arm movement starts from the collarbone to the fingertips, also including the shoulder
blade. The arm, the shoulder blade, and the collarbone move as a unit. This awareness
changes musicians’ perception of size and structure of their arms. As a consequence, their
movement also changes, and these changes affect the sound they produce on and through

their instruments.

1.3. Mis-mappings

Accurate body maps lead to fluid movements in the body, but when the body map
is inaccurate, movements are rigid (Johnson, 2009, p.14). The inaccurate body maps are
called “mis-mappings,” which are the false information about the body that determine our
movements and usually, people are not aware of them. Among the tools that Body
Mapping uses to modify “mis-mappings” are anatomy images, anatomical models, and
also exploration of our own movements through palpation (Johnson, 2009; Mark, 2003).
This last element is very important because it is the experience of the body, a real contact
through the sense of touch, where students create a special relationship with their own
bodies. This practice is very different from the hands-on approach in Alexander
Technique, because students touch and discover themselves while trying to find joints and
where the movement happens in their own bodies; teacher guidance is limited to verbal
explanation and showing anatomical images or models. Mark (2003) underlines that
acquiring anatomical information is not enough for changing the mis-mappings; the

information needs to be integrated and to be experienced within the body (pp. 11, 12).



The aim of Body Mapping is to identify constricted movements, and learn how to
find the free and balanced movements that musicians need in order to perform (Johnson,
2009, p. 16). Moreover, Body Mapping is a method to help to reduce pain and avoid
injuries produced by the constant practice of any instrument (Johnson, 2009; Mark, 2003;
Pearson, 2006). However, it is important to emphasise that the purpose of Body Mapping
is different from finding good postures. As described by B. Conable (2000), Body
Mapping focuses on teaching musicians how to gain access to their body maps and
transform them through self-observation and self-inquiry (p. 5). Body mapping is thus a

foundation for technique, not a technique itself.

The study of Body Mapping comes in layers. Body Mapping students start by
identifying the bones and how they relate with each other. Then, they start to analyse the
technique of their instrument with those lenses, in order to enable critical thinking (why?
how? what if?). In the process, new discoveries start to happen. The more immersed

students are in this exploration, the greater the variety of places they can go.

In the first Body Mapping class that | had, I asked about how to play a piece for a
recital where | needed to play on the rim of the drum and quickly change to the bass
drum. The teacher suggested that | bend my knees while playing snare drum to have free
movement in my arms. | had never thought before about bending my knees; | had never
thought about my legs for any music that | had to play. The suggestion worked and |
completely enjoyed that part in my recital. Years later the bending of the knees, which
also changes the pelvis to a different angled position, is the movement that triggered my

thoughts about how sexual | looked while playing marimba—an episode 1 discuss in the



autoethnography chapter. | consider that at the beginning of any information related to
Body Mapping, the anatomical aspect takes a lot of the attention. It is something new, and
it takes time to practice and learn kinaesthetically. I just needed an opportunity to focus
on what was beyond my physical body and that movement to discover the social labels

and the surveillance that affect my body.

I have chosen to include Body Mapping as part of my research for two main
reasons. First, the learning process is significant because it includes intellectual
information—through readings, images, and analysing movements—abut it also requires
the experience of the body. Second, unlike Feldenkrais Method or Alexander Technique
which are not specific to musicians, it is the only method that | have encountered that is
applied directly to playing a musical instrument and that produces perceivable changes in
sound while playing or singing. For these two reasons Body Mapping is a method that is
functional for musicians. | also believe that with a method like this, one has the potential
to start questioning the self about the events in everyday life, and thus to question social

interactions.

Mark (2012) states that the body map is part of how people think about
themselves, a “self-image,” which affects movement (p. 54). At the same time, people
can change the way they think about themselves by changing the way they move (Mark,
2012, p. 54). According to Mark (2012) the self is “an ongoing construction derived from
activities in the body and in the brain and their interaction” (p. 55). These ideas suggest
that there is a relation between anatomy, movement, and how people create their

identities. Thus, the construction of the self which includes body maps cannot be

10



separated from social forces. Yet, Body Mapping examines the body only from an
anatomical perspective, and does not address the body within a social and cultural

context.

In the last decade a different concept has been emerging in Body Mapping
discussions: the “self map.” At the 2015 Body Mapping conference at Portland State
University, B. Conable presented about this topic referring to the self map as a concept
used by musicians to question if they identify themselves as artists and if they are
committed to playing like artists. According to her, answering these questions can affect a
musician’s body maps and help with music performance. B. Conable (2015) explains that
some Andover Educators are worried that to question students about the self map is to
trespass into a therapy discipline. She replied to this stating, “I believe we have the right
to inquire about a student’s self mapping as it pertains to being an artist and a musician . .
. if we suspect that disadvantage is coming to the student from inadequacy in the self
map” (Conable, B., 2015, para.11). In this case there is an affirmation that external factors
and more than anatomical aspects affect the performance of musicians. Furthermore,
there is an emphasis in the necessity to question and discuss this. But | wonder, what, if
not social aspects, can be limiting musicians to consider themselves as artists? In my
interviews with women musicians, and through my own autoethnographic process of self-
reflection, it has become clear that questions of social and cultural context are highly
relevant, and that considering these in relation to conventional Body Mapping work can

have significant benefits for women classical musicians.

11



Body Mapping is a discipline that considers the capacity to transform body maps
and the benefits of performing music with awareness in the body and its surroundings, but
the meanings of the body and what happens around it are part of social encounters.
Cregan (2006) states that the embodiment of a person conditions their relationships to
other people and the world, which means that through physical attributes, people function
as social beings (p. 3). She also explains that embodiment is different for every society
and culture, and it will shape and will be shaped by our social interactions (p. 5). Thus we
cannot disconnect the body and its movements from the social forces. In the same way,
Farnell (2012) argues that ways of eating, walking, or sitting are examples of techniques
or skills that vary between people according to their socio-cultural and local conventions
(p. 9). Understandings of gender and the normative performances of gender also live in
our minds. Therefore, part of changing the perception of the body can also include
identifying its social construction. However, these understandings are fundamentally
shaped by social pedagogies that dictate accepted and acceptable bodily behaviours, a

point that emerges in the interviews data.

In the next chapter, | will explain in detail the methods that | used for this
research: semi-structured interviews and autoethnography, and their importance in this
project. After this I turn to the theoretical framework and the works of the scholars
relevant for this research. In chapter 4 and 5, | continue with the analysis of the data; the
fourth chapter examines the autoethnography, where | reveal my stories related to
performance, gender, and education. | will analyse the interviews of the six participants of

this project in the fifth chapter. 1 will conclude by linking the effects of Body Mapping on

12



my participants, as well as the necessity of discussion about social constructions related to

the body, movement, and space within Body Mapping practices.

13



Chapter 2: Methodology and Design

2.1. Situating Myself as a Researcher

As a classical musician and Body Mapping instructor, | situate myself as an
insider and participant in this project. | have played percussion professionally in classical
music contexts. The differences between playing this set of instruments and violin or flute
are significant. The way that | need to move my body is in a wide range, from subtle
movements in small instruments—Iike the triangle—to large movements with instruments
like the bass drum or timpani. Sometimes, |1 am playing several instruments in the same
piece for which I need to set them up close, but I will be changing instruments, mallets,
and technique. Thus, to play percussion requires the body to be more active and in
different ways than in other instruments. | took all of this self-positioning into account in

the research process. | examine this in more detail in chapter four.

As an insider in this research, | chose a multi-methods approach that would allow
me not only to analyze the words of my research participants, but also to critically
interrogate my own meanings and motivations. As such, | implemented two
complementary approaches: interviews and autoethnography. | began, however, by

situating my work within feminist approaches to research.

2.2. Feminist Research

According to Hesse-Biber and Leavy (2007), feminist research aims to empower
and liberate any marginalized group by challenging the structures and ideologies that

oppress that group—in my case, women musicians. Feminist research can register

14



women’s lives, experiences, and concerns; highlight gender stereotypes and favoritism
(Hesse-Biber & Leavy, 2007, p. 4); and also make the reader aware of the relationship
and power dynamics between researcher and participants ((Hesse-Biber & Leavy, 2007,
p. 117). Similarly, for Charmaz (2012), feminist research addresses a range of specific

issues that affect women, among them job discrimination or caregiving (p. 475).

What makes a study feminist is not the method itself, but the perspective and way
of approaching the research process (Hesse-Biber & Leavy, 2007, p. 4). For Letherby
(2003), the researcher who identifies as feminist chooses methods and flexible approaches
to the research to allow women’s experiences and voices be distinct (p. 102). Schiebinger
(2003) states that feminist research embodies different feminist values. Such values
include a reflexive honesty about their operating assumptions and a responsibility to their
use of language (p. 861). For her, feminist tools need to be flexible and reworked as
circumstances change. Thus feminist researchers employ a full range of methods,
insights, and creative sparks (Schiebinger, 2003, p. 862). According to DeVault and
Gross (2007), meanwhile, the purpose of feminist researchers is to listen to women’s
discourses, to pay attention to the “gaps or silences,” and to consider their meanings (p.
183). Thus, a feminist approach is to investigate social issues that are not visible and to
include ignored voices by applying different methods. This project includes perspectives
and experiences of some women musicians and myself of our bodies within classical
music settings, a topic that has not had a lot of attention. In this way my research can be
considered feminist because | am giving a voice to my participants and also to myself,

and acknowledge the importance of these experiences within a social context. The
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subjects discussed in this research reflect how women musicians deal, live, and play

music within dominant patriarchal contexts.

2.3. Semi-structured Interviews

Hesse-Biber and Leavy (2007) argue that women’s experiences are proof of their
unique point of view in a society and provide evidence of their situation, thoughts and
feelings (p. 96). Interviews in feminist research are, therefore, a useful tool to explore
women’s experiences and the context behind them (DeVault & Gross, 2007, p. 192). A
feminist approach to interviews requires the researcher to maintain a reflexive awareness.
They are not “simple encounters,” but rather are always related to cultural constructions
of similarity, difference and significance (DeVault & Gross, 2007, p. 181). In the semi-
structured interview there is a constant exchange between researcher and participant. The
researcher can motivate the participant, rephrase questions, and make changes in the
questions depending on the situation. Thus this approach is a space of reciprocity and

reflexivity (Galletta, 2012, p. 75).

There are two examples where the dialogue between researcher and participant is
particularly important. First, researchers consider the need for clarification and further
generation of meaning, i.e., asking for additional information, or going to a deeper level
of complexity in the answer of participants (Galletta, 2012, pp. 77, 79). Second, the
researchers identify a point to which they may want to return later (Galletta, 2012, p. 77).
DeVault and Gross (2007) argue that interviewers must be “active listeners” (p. 184),
which involves not only listening to the speech, but also being active in processing the

information, allowing emotions and the unexpected (p. 182). | employed a semi-
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structured interview format in order to collect women’s stories about their experiences

relating to their bodies in their practice of classical music.

2.4. Recruitment

As a scholar interested in the intersections between gender, Body Mapping and
musical performance, | developed my project around very specific participants. | sought
participants who identified as women and who had been studying classical music at the
postsecondary level for a minimum of three years. But | also specified that these
participants needed to have some background in Body Mapping. In this case, | sought
participants who had been studying Body Mapping for at least four months. | had two
reasons for having these requirements. First, | wanted musicians who had been playing in
professional or semi-professional settings, who already had developed a technique, and
who had a broad history with teachers and colleagues. Second, | needed participants who
had knowledge about how Body Mapping is taught, and who had experienced it at a

bodily level.

I included participants from Canada and the United States. Recruitment of
participants involved snowball sampling, but this provided just two participants who live
in St. John’s. Therefore, with permission granted by the owner of the Andover Educators’
list-serve, | recruited—in two stages—Andover Educators trainees or women who were
recently licensed. In the first stage, three women expressed interest in participating in my
research; however | was only able to schedule and complete an interview with one. The
second stage of the recruitment was from February to March, 2015. Since the minimum

number of participants for the project was four and | had only interviewed three, | decided
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to send another email via the Andover Educators’ list serve. This time I received six
responses from interested people. | recruited and interviewed three participants to

complete the maximum number for the project, which was six.

The recruitment of participants was challenging. The problems in the first stage
were a matter of communication (via email) or for setting up times for the interviews.
However, | did not consider that for some people it could be hard to use Skype because
they were Mac users. The interviews had to be by Skype because | used the program
Evaer to record, which is only for Skype video calls. Fortunately, this problem happened
just two times and the participants were able to use another computer. In summary, |
recruited six participants with different backgrounds, levels of music education, and Body

Mapping experience.

2.5. Participants

Three participants were comfortable with using their real names and three decided
to remain anonymous. Claire has played violin since the age of three and now she is in
her late 20’s. She has a Bachelor’s degree in violin and a Master’s degree in music. Her
first encounter with Body Mapping was in 2007 and at present she is a Body Mapping
trainee. She suffered shoulder joint dislocation several times, yet she did not consider this
as a result only of music performance. She performs professionally in an orchestra, is

artistic director of a music program, and teaches violin.

Jessica started playing the piano at age four, but later on she wanted to play the

oboe. Her studies in oboe started when she was eighteen; now she is in her late fifties.
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She has a Bachelor’s degree in music performance and a Master’s degree in music
education. She holds a position with a professional orchestra as an English hornist.
Jessica has taught oboe full time at university level and in private settings, and she plays
with several groups. She started studying Body Mapping in 2008 thinking that the
discomfort that she had in her arm was tennis elbow, but she was never diagnosed; after
taking some body mapping lessons the pain disappeared. At the time that | interviewed

Jessica, she was waiting for the results of her Body Mapping certification.

Jill plays the flute. She started at age nine. She has Bachelor’s and Master’s
degrees in flute performance. Unlike Theresa and Claire, she has never had an injury
related to music performance. After studying Body Mapping for approximately ten years,
off and on, she recently got her certification. Now in her mid-fifties, Jill teaches flute and

Body Mapping and plays intensively with several chamber music groups.

Melanie Sever is a flutist, conductor, and teacher of wind instruments and
percussion at a beginner level. She started playing flute at twelve years old and now she is
in her early fifties. She has a Master’s in performance and two certifications in music
education. As a performer Melanie plays in solo recitals, duets, chamber music, and she is
sub-principal (flute) for the professional orchestra in the area where she lives. As a
conductor, she works with the youth orchestra of her region and a flute choir, a group of
all ages. In 2007, Melanie started studying Body Mapping when she had an injury in her
arm; she was randomly dropping any object that she tried to hold. Melanie was certified

as a Body Mapping Instructor in 2014.
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Dr. Quinn Patrick Ankrum is a mezzo-soprano singer in her mid-forties. She has
two education degrees and she has been teaching voice and singing professionally for
about fifteen years. Currently, she has a tenure-track job at a university and performs as
an opera singer. Dr. Ankrum is a Body Mapping trainee who started studying in
approximately 2012. Although she has not had any injury related to her musical

performance, she has experienced injuries from her amateur athletic practices.

Theresa is in her mid-twenties. She started taking piano lessons at age seven. She
pursued a Bachelor’s degree in piano performance, but in the middle of her studies she
injured both arms because of intensive practice, which affected her piano education. She
discovered Body Mapping in 2008 and started studying it to overcome the injury. After
engaging in Body Mapping learning for six years, she recovered from the injury and
finished her piano studies. She was recently certified as a Body Mapping instructor.

Currently, besides Body Mapping, she teaches piano.

2.6. Interviews

At the beginning of each semi-structured interview, | asked the participant to
introduce herself with her music and Body Mapping backgrounds. Later, the interviews
were framed around five open-ended questions about gender and its relation to musical
experiences (see Appendix B for interview questions). However, interviews were also
shaped by participant responses. In this way, they were more like conversations. This
allowed me to combine Body Mapping experiences and information with the questions

asked. I explained in the consent form that participation was voluntary and that they had
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the right to withdraw at any point. | also informed participants that their words might be

used in the workbook and the project report.

| audio- and video-recorded all the interviews. | considered video recording
important because my research is about the body and its movement and, through this
approach, I could gather and retain information about postures, gestures, and/or facial
expressions (DuFon 2002; Heath, Hindmarsh & Luff 2010). Video recording is a way to
record embodied participants, considering their whole body and their body language, not
just their voice. Another important aspect to recording videos is that participants can use
movements to describe their body mapping process, which is sometimes easier than
naming the body parts that are being moved. However, | allowed participants to opt out of
video and instead use only audio. In the end, all participants agreed to be video- and
audio-recorded. 1 used audio recording as a backup, since the quality of the sound in the
video recording was not as good as in the audio file. Watching the video recordings after
the interviews was helpful in that it enabled me to notice and understand some

movements better.

| conducted two interviews in person. For these, | set the camera to a wide-angle
view, so that the participant’s whole body and mine could be seen. This was significant.
Usually we were sitting and talking, but there were moments where participants needed to
make some important gestures. For example, before Claire could express in words what
she perceived as the differences between “male” and “female” styles of playing, stood up
and made the gesture of holding a violin, a stance she described as “stoic” (Claire,

personal communication, September 30, 2014). In the same way, she explained the
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tendency of making herself smaller acted out with her body how she did this. These
physical elements were very important as they reflected in concrete ways the conceptual

frameworks put forward by Young (2005).

Four interviews were by Skype. In this instance, | used the program Evaer to video
and audio record. This also allowed me to record both myself and the participant at the
same time and with high quality definition. However, the Skype/Evaer format did not
allow for the possibility of either of us leaving our screens to undertake different

movements.

I chose to record myself in all the interviews because | was also interested in
watching my responses to our interactions. My responses served as input for my own
autoethnography. I discovered that topics such as the connection between music,
audience, and body; the concept of “working hard;” the discussion of healthy lifestyles
among musicians; or power dynamics in the relationship between teacher and student
triggered me to question my own experiences and understandings. Sometimes | could see
my own body’s tension when talking about a particular topic. In other instances, I could
perceive that when some of the participants arrived to a story that was difficult to tell, |
kept silent, serious, but making a few nodding movements, conveying “I am here, I am

listening, I understand, it is safe.”

Each interview lasted approximately an hour. Participants could stop at any time
for breaks, and they could decide if they wanted to answer each question or not.
Considering the potentially personal nature of the topic, interviews in person were

conducted in an intimate space where participants felt safe and comfortable. Both
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participants interviewed in person chose their studios. As I indicated in the consent form
(and agreed to by participants), | used data collected from the interviews as case studies

for the workbook, the final product of the project.

| did not consider the age of the participants as a factor that could affect my
research. Their age range is wide, from twenty-five to fifty-nine. Having a broad range
can be beneficial for the research, but as a researcher | had to deal with power dynamics
in two interviews. At different moments | felt that older participants were underestimating
me for “lack of experience”; other times they made suggestions about which direction the
research could go. These suggestions did not affect my work, but I questioned if they
would have been so open to comment about that had | been older or had they been
younger. There was one interview that was particularly difficult. | perceived that she did
not want to engage in a conversation, as she was answering the questions affirmatively or
negatively. | had to ask for more information. In general, her answers were very short and

sometimes contradictory. Almost at the end of the interview, she explained to me:

I’'m old enough to have come from a little bit of a different demographic than
probably some of the other people that you’re interviewing. So I wonder if that
factors into my answers, trying to, you know, not really see gender as an issue.

I’ve always tried not to see gender as an issue.

At that time | thought that she was trying not to see gender as an issue and that
that was the reason for her responses to be cold and without stories. | was surprised that
she compared herself with the other participants, because of course she could not know

them. There was also a comment that challenged my position as a researcher. She
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explained: “when I was 18, you know, women’s liberation was still a topic. It doesn’t
seem to even be on people’s radar anymore. You’re probably too young to even know
what I’m talking about.” This reflected that she did not appear to fully understand what
my research was about. Furthermore, | felt that she underestimated me. However, |
include her voice as much as possible in this research. Overall, participants responded

actively and engaged in telling their stories.

2.7. Autoethnography

My questions about the relationships between Body Mapping, bodily movement,
music performance, and gender identity arose in my own practice. As such, in addition to
interviews, | engaged in autoethnography. Autoethnography is a qualitative research
method that focuses on the self within a sociocultural context through personal stories. It
seeks to reflect on the interconnection of the self with the world, with the cultural, social,
and political (Chang, Ngunjiri, & Hernandez, 2012; Ellis, Adams, & Bochner, 2011;
Bartleet & Ellis, 2009; Ellis, 2009; Spry, 2001). Spry (2001) understands
autoethnography as a vehicle to liberate herself from cultural and familial structures that
formed her personal and professional identity (p. 708). Addressing works by Ellis and
Bochner (1996) and Goodall, Jr. (1998), Spry (2001) argues that autoethnography also
inspires readers to reflect critically on their life experience, their construction of self, and
their interaction with others within social contexts (p. 711). Thus, autoethnography works

as a mirror that allows internal and external dialogue.

But, as Allen says in an interview with Ellis, Adams, and Bochner (2011),

autoethnography is not just about telling a single story; what makes a story valid in
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autoethnography are the theoretical and methodological tools, and the research literature
used to tell the story (para. 8). Those points are also stressed by Chang who argues that
autoethnography is not just about the researcher, but its aim is to resonate with others and
for achieving this it is necessary to apply “ethnographic methods” to inquire the social
(Chang, 2007, p. 207). The work of autoethnographers includes data collection; as any
researcher, they have to “verify data by triangulating sources and contents for multiple
origins” (Chang, 2008, p. 49) and to analyse the data to find the cultural meanings

(Chang, 2008, p. 49).

Autoethnography has also been used in music research. Bartleet and Ellis (2009)
mention that musicians are interested in examining, understanding and communicating
personal histories as well as how they intertwine with the creation and interpretation of
music, using autoethnography as a method (pp. 6,7). However, Bartleet suggests that the
link between autoethnography and music can go further by trespassing texts to develop a
deeper relationship with sound (Bartleet & Ellis, 2009, p. 6). Autoethnography takes
ethnographic methods and searches for evocative and emotional ways for readers, which
can be taken from creative disciplines like music. In the discipline of music feelings are
already important, but it needs more exploration and awareness to combine personal
meanings. In a way, the link of autoethnography and music nurture each other, “together

the two provide a harmonious serenade . . . a counterpoint” (Bartleet & Ellis, 2009, p. 13).

Autoethnographic approaches are flexible, reflexive and reflective, where
meaning and emotionality are also considered (Ellis, 2009, p. 16). As such

autoethnographers use a variety of methods. In the process of writing an autoethnography,
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memories start to arise without any organization. For that reason Chang (2008) suggests
giving a chronological order to the researcher’s memories for starting a data structure (p.
72). Afterwards, it is important to evaluate all the memories and to select what is
significant for the research (Chang, 2008, p. 76). What happens in the present is also
important in autoethnographical work, and to collect reactions, thoughts, and feelings
Chang (2008) suggests self-observation (p. 90). The analysis of these by self-reflection
and writing a field journal benefits these processes (p. 95). | used two techniques to
develop my autoethnography. First, as a way to observe my own behaviours and to
document my thoughts while living them (Chang, 2007, p. 210), I chose to journal
throughout my musical practice and performances from September to December in 2014.
| explored the experiences of my body and how they affect my music-making. Second, |
observed earlier recorded performances. | considered my body and movements, since
even if we are not aware of it, there is always a conversation created by our previous
experiences and the person we are in the present. By using this twinned approach, |
sought to create a dialogue between the past and the present. The autoethnography
process—writing, performing, and developing the project—took me in numerous
directions. The complexity and importance of these are the reason | chose to dedicate a
whole chapter to autoethnography. | also dedicate a chapter to the insights of my

participants.

2.8. Conclusions

In this chapter, | have described the two approaches that I will be using in this

research, semi-structured interviews and autoethnography within feminist lenses. |
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explained the recruitment process for participants, which was in two stages. Also, | have
introduced the six women participants for this project by writing about their backgrounds.
Then, | described the types of situations that | encountered in conducting the interviews.
And finally, I explained why it is important to consider autoethnography as part of this
project. In the next chapter, | will explore the theoretical framework that supports this

research by introducing the work of the scholars that I will be studying.
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Chapter 3: Theoretical Approach

Feminist theory and social theory are the foundations upon which I build my
investigation of women’s bodies, their embodiment, and their relationship to musical
performance. The works of the theorists that have influenced this study approach the topic
of body and embodiment from different perspectives, such as phenomenological
philosophy and psychoanalysis. | organize this review of relevant theoretical literature in
seven parts, looking closely at topics that | explored in the interviews and
autoethnography. | start by explaining different thoughts around the concept of gender
that scholars have developed. Then, I focus on the body, which has been studied from
different angles in feminism. Here, | explore the body as a medium, object, abject, and
subject. This leads me to explore the “Experience of the Body” and the concept of
embodiment within social and feminist perspectives. | continue by looking at the physical
movement of the body and the characteristics that scholars such as Beauvoir (1949/2011),
Grosz (1994), and Young (2005) have observed as part of feminine behaviours. At the
same time, movement happens within spaces and, therefore, | explore concepts of
spatiality and gendered spaces. Another important topic to study is how disciplinary
practices affect and mold the body. In the section titled “Docile B