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When transcribing the song Peacock split the long stanza, rearranging both text
and the melody to a more regular A-1, A-2, B-1, B-2, C melodic structure, essentially re-
shaping the song to fit three standard 4-line quatrains (appendix 6-8, page 862). Peacock
supposedly felt that Hulan concluded his story too early in the song and consequently
moved this stanza to the end of a now re-arranged twelve-stanza version. The melodic
structure reflects something different. From beginning to end in Hulan’s performance the
melodic structure expands and contracts concurrent with the unfolding of the narrative
portion of the song which also reaches a dramatic point in stanza seven. In stanza eight
of Hulan’s performance he announces:

And now to conclude and to finish my song

I’m afraid you’s might hear it and say it’s too long.

Some of you good people might take this the wrong way,

Be the skin of my bones I art for to say,

And sing fall the diddle ero fell ero eye dee.’
At this point the melodic structure contracts back to the A-1, A-2, B-1, B-2, C form with
all the stretching of the melody released. The singer continues on for three more stanzas
but the details appear unrelated to the events associated with John Joe’s schooner
concluding finally at stanza 11.* Peacock had difficulty grasping the flexible melodic

structure of this song so he arranged the text, reconstructing both the melodic lines and

stanzas into 12 neat four-line quatrains with Hulan’s stanza eight placed last.

" MUNFLA Tape 87-157/C11090A.

" The three stanzas 9. 10 and 11 appear to have been appended from another song. However this will
have to be explored further.









7-3: Regional Distribution of Peacock’s Collection

Region

Avalon Peninsula

Bonavista Bay

Burin Peninsula

Codroy Valley

Fogo Island

Great Northern Peninsula

Port aux Basques and the South Coast
Port aux Port Peninsula

White Bay

Total

Total Items Percentage
113 15
66 9

2 <3>
91 12
67 9
294 38
52 6.7
57 7
24 3
766 100
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