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of sexual violence. This kind of violence happens to teenagers in most cases
during dating incidents as date rape. For example, McEvoy and Erickson
(1990) say, “During the teenage years, females are at the highest risk of be-
ing sexually assaulted. Over 57% of all reported rape victims are between
twelve and nineteen years of age. and conservative estimates are that over
a quarter of a million female and male tcenagers will be raped each year in
the United States and Canada. Millions more risk the probability of being
raped. Although statistics vary. the best estimates suggest that well over
one-half of all these rape victims are attacked by someone who is known and

trusted. In a great many cases. rape occurs in the context of a dating situa-

tion . (pp. 58-39). They continue to mention that to further aggravate
the situation of rape. most males think of it as only a problem for females.
They feel that it is important to help all males as well as females understand
what acquaintance rape involves and how they should respond to it.

As far as Canadian studies are concerned, Mathews (1993) says. “Youth

gangs are not a historically new ph in M, litan Toronto. nor

are they unique to North America ... However. a majority of young people
involved in gangs/groups today are not living in poverty. nor are they all
from marginalized groups in Canada.” (1993, p.1).

Mathews further says that a recent Canadian study revealed that. be-
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alleged to have worshipped actions of Los Angeles street gangs and wanted
to be just like them.

Cernetig Miro, Laghi Brian, Matas Robert and Mclnnes Craig for The
Globe and Mail in their article ‘Reena Virk's short life. Lonely death’ in the
November 27. 1997 issue wrote.

That last nightmarish night of Reena. a pudgy East [ndian
girl trying desperately to fit into a teen subculture where girls
pretending to be members of L.A. street gangs fight each other,
has been elevated into a national tragedy. Dozens of interviews
have begun to show that in a period of hours a teenage spat
over name calling spiralled into the sort of brutality those young,
wanna be gangsters worshipped on their TV screens and listened
to on their gangster rap CDs.

According to Quarles (1993) the typical gang member has a poor atten-
dance record. is inattentive in class and often exhibits disruptive behaviour.
Because of these problems. a high percentage of gang members are frequently
suspended and eventually expelled from school. Nevertheless. expulsion is not
normally the solution to the problem between them and the school because
many of them keep sneaking back on campus causing even more problems
for the school and the law enforcement agencies that are required to remove
them. Quarles goes on to mention some of the reasons why young people
join gangs and to profile those students most susceptible to joining gangs.

He mentions that some of the children join gangs mainly for protection: from
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Not that [ am aware of. [ do not think so. There may be some
of them. There are a lot of cases that [ would not know about,
you know. (Mr. Groening)

Never in this building that [ am aware of. Never. Mr. Ver-
mark)

Eh ... not that I know of. [ do not know of any weapons.
actually knives. guns or anything of that nature. [ do not know
of anything so far. So far. [ say. (Mr. Pagart)

Yes. ves. One incident where there was a weapon involved.
Yes. it was a knife. It was a hunting knife. [t was isolated in
the sense of one child who was being threatened produced a knife
and put it up to the person who was the perpetrator and said.
well. if you do not leave me alone. you are going to get this. (Mr.
DuPont)

In relation to threats and assaults perpetrated towards teachers by stu-
dents. [ found that it was apparently not a comfortable subject to talk about.
Teachers commented on it with caution. Despite all the caution. however. it
seemed clear that teachers do get threats from students.

[ have never been threatened or assaulted. [ can’t even say ...
not even really verbally. ['ve been probably one of the fortunate
ones... But. you know. [ can't really speak for my colleagues
because things happen and they may report it. You may hear
it and you may not. you know. But [ have never seen other
colleagues verbally abused. but I'm sure that it happens. (Ms.
Groening)

There are some isolated incidents. I'm only speaking of this
building. That’s all [ can speak of. [ can't speak of anything
outside this building. There have been some isolated incidents
where teachers have been threatened. (Mr. Vermark)
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